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JietitJH3'¥fflh GF AGRICULTUlli L E;DT'CATION 
AT 

OREGON AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE - OREGON R .. TE COLLEGE - OREGON 0TATE UJUVERSITY 

Agricultural Educ ,tion at Oregon State Univer s i ty includes more than The 

:Jepartment of Agricu.l tural Education. Much 0 gri cul tur 1 instruction , re se<,rch , 

and extension s rvice i s conducted by lepaTtments thr ughout The 3chool of 

Agriculture 8Jld the University . 

The ~gricultural Educ· tion Department is a joi nt dep~rtment in The chools 

of Education and Agriculture . The students , physical f aciliti e2 , nd nerti al equi p-

ment budget come ~ from The School of Agriculture . Staf f , teaching budget , travel , 

f'ecretarh 1 <.nd off ice supplies :ore administc-~red by The 3chool of Sducation. The 

StutP Jepc:..rtment of :;;duc2tion coo'Jerates under provis i ons of 'itate and Federal 

Legiclation. 

The developmrmt end chronc logy of Agricul turP 1 ~;ducation and the est blishment 

of high school vocational 1~griculture had its beginnincs in 1918 . D:r . H. P. B:u'·ows 

(1918- 1920) W8S Professor of gricul ture iducet.ion at Oregon ~3tate CoLege . His 

responsibility .·as promoting nd supervising voca t i onal Agricultural ~ducLtion in 

the higL schools of the st:.t e . In 1920 Jr . B; rrows was a,prointed Regional 

Agent in Agricultural ~due · tion for the Pacific Region with head~uart8rs in 

SLn Fr ncisco . 

E. D. Doxee (1920-1921) was assis t ant Teacher Trai ner in charge of practice 

teaching at Corvallis . E. E. "Dad" Elliott ( 1920-1927 ~ was :Jirector of Vocational 

Education ~nd State Supervisor rnd Teacher Trainer in Agrucultura l Education. 

In 1918 ther e w s 3 high ,,chool de,vartments established; 4 in 1?19- :;;'-J, 9 

in 192,)- 21. In the summer of 1921 Doxee conducted a very succ,,ssful Short Courses 
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for 12-15 te< chers who had been teaching the ye. r before in the ne,1ly r st' blished 

high ;chool departments . This was the first and only organized course most of 

"'.:-he instructors , both cld nd ne\1 , ha.1 had in sp8cial methods of te ching Agriculture . 

Fed 'I'al a i d induced locc;.l schools to m tch :;;;t· te · nd fedej_> 1 fmids . Securing 

the state ap.ropriation ct e ch session of legislature WPS often a nerve racking experience . 

Those closest to E . E . Elliott and O. D. Adorns , then State Director , indic~te 

how difficult the task rs nd how narrow the margin of ap.i,1ropriations . 

G. I. , aulson (1928) , :Carl R. Cooley (1930) , , nd Ralph Morgan (1937) cill ['S"'umr::d 

im )Ortant roles rs assistants rmd 3t~te Supervisors . 

H. H. "Hoot" Gibson came to OSU as teacher trainer in the fall of 1921. 

He 1..dministere.J the deaprtm nt for 31 ye>ars nd w s a ne tionally n cogni z,::;d 

1..UtI'ority in the f i eld . He is noted for many contributions including: A 

sound philosophy based on project s in Supervised F1.,rming ; the teacher train·ng nhase 

.herein student t>achers pR.rticipated in recruiting, 0r["a.nizinz, , n conducting 

evening classes of out-of-school 2oung nd adult farmer~ (1928-1943) . He 

wrote The Hir3tory of . gricul tural ':;due ti on In Oregon ; served on the national committee 

which \VTOte the federal bulletin on Cbjectives of VocPtiom.l Educat ion in gricul ture . 

Profes:or Gibson followed Dr . H. l . Bar~ows (1918-1920) as Head of the 

department . D. Dox_e (1918- 1'' 3) 'i's Critic Teacher 2.nd Assist nt Teacher 

Traine~ . Loe 1 residents , .nd those thrmg' ut the st. te , 1.·ill r<;c 11 rr. H. \.'hite 

(19L 3- 1927) ' J:I. . • ; chricb r (1927-19'g) ' o. K. Be ls (1929- 1935)' rnd :L :r. J,dams (1q35-

19,1) as outstanding Critic Teachers in Corv·llis . 

I the fall of 1948 Jenry Ten _ ~s joined the staff and <.s iisted H. d . Gibson 

who r,;tired in 1951 . Ten P~s has b en ith the epartment until the present ti~e . 

1/i th the ad i tion of several st, ff memr 0 rs including Clancy Je n, Rn;ymond ·.e·an , 

and )hilip Davis the department stressed: an 18 week , full time stu den t teaching 

program; the development of multiple-teachPr 4epartments; cur~·iculums based on rural 

surve~ techniiues and community a roaches; the emphasis that 'griculture is more 
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th'lll furm·ng; L,-ricultural occupatlcns "ill)h~sis; te8c1.ing bPH'd c;n princi 1, nd the 

resultant Basic P gricul tural ::::"ro;;rams; picn0 r · ng in 'ln al t'~I"n t 0 intern proc.;rc:i.. hi ch 

P' r 11,., led u tuclent t '~.chine$; Lncrl as"d err. 1h .::is on re2e·.rch nd coordin tPd !l'"gr· ms 

With th "r VOC' tional and '.C' G.emic fields; ' fi ve - y<> r te cher e UC ti on rogr ill . 

':'1-ie "t, te DPpart mc;nt of ~ 'uc ti on t f.:' has r 1.1~ ys been in"trumentcl in 

plenning, .mpervising, r nd oth~.rwi'' cooper· t.:.ng in nll :::-,h<i~, >s ,f in.::tructi<m nd 

in The ·6'ricultur, .. 1 T- ~uc tiC'n D"'p rtm nt . ~'1>-'mb 'rs of '.:he 3t0 te :t ff hcve includ0d 

Creer .&ulson, R9.lph Morgsn , Mau'0 ice lt..c>".nan, W~ '.>'rpenter , ~lm""r Sulliv·n , 

Glen ec:.v=r , Kirb Br .mfit>ld , Allen Lee , 'J.:.lli '.Cl'\ r.ri2 , : on .rd Kur.zm<"n , D rrell 

. ,r·:i , md Curt Loei,1<n . Their m;:my contribution~ b, n in 'u11e jec ri.r+i nf' of 

Community Coll0ges 'nd. madA 2ignificrint contribl tions ot the colLge lRVE'l rs ell 

2s junior hir.:h .choril ro r'lms . 

The qdcing of consultc:nts in the ~ubject natL rares H 0 s begun 1 J joint 'lrr~n6P-

ment i. th The chool of 'G"'icul ture . In 1957 L"no Christen::;en wq,s addC'd to 

'l'he ,.gricul turn.l ,~nginE'ering t ff 2s farm me chan ice speciclist . Thi0 development 

prcvi led in-servic0 '"'due· tion on an i tin,'r te t cher b se 1 s to t:.ose engaged in 

te,whin.;. 

l·ne of the most si[plific..,nt evelorments in teacher educc:..tion in Or0 gon 

w.cs .Pi .neered by Agricul turd ;due· ti0n in 1959-61J . '1'11."' int.rn teachE.r 

arr'~ng-:--ment ii 'l tr"'ee wa;y partnershi.:J b-"'t·m n 2n em"lloying local sch 101 Ji · 4;rict , 

The· State Jer r rtment of ; uc" ti on , nd The Fni v rci ty . It _,rovi, 28 tE'·~c int, 

ex ericnce on yearly basis nd c goodly share of certification C')urses d1ile 

p8rt time instructing. 

The department is ent ring r.n Pra of CO')pE'r tive roc.oc.~ 6 ri th the behaviorc 1 

sciences . ''I· tion'Ll , c; t tc; , nd. uni v~rsi t.> meetin s impl m0ntinc voe' tionctl 
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educ tion are planned . DP:pErtments of Sociology, ~}sychology, 2nd ;_;cono,.,.ics will 

be cooperating with vocational educators. 
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