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Station : Kingham, G.W.R. (2§ miles)

Tels : Shipton-undey-Wychwood, 2 Idbu’:}j Maﬂor, Krlhgédm, Otx:][ord

September 8th, 1937
Y

Dear Gertrude, /G /%

I am here with my sister and her husband and I have
been looking up many possessions, etc., which they have stored
for years for me. Among them I find my precious Ain®Lthings
which T collected in Hokkaido when I first went to Japaff245:I
want to give them to you for your museum. I hope you wiii
think them worthy. They are most primitive and some of the
beads in the necklaces are ancient. A curio dealer in Tokyo
was very anxious to buy them from me at one time. One necklace
that I very much wanted to have,was worn by an old blind woman,
whom I sketched, but she refused to sell. The missionary lady
who looked after that district told me, that the old woman would
be buried with it. I have some pencii sketches and a precious
water-colour of the o0ld man - the Aint chief - which is re-
produced in Eastern Windows. I am quite sure that there is
not such a picture in the world today. All the o0ld men have
died and the young people, under Japanese influence, are
forgetting the old customs. They speak Japanese today.

I am enclosing a list of the things that I am sending.
I have also fixed a ticket with the name to each article so you
will have no difficulty when the box arrives in identifying
them. T have had a rough wooden box made and will send it off
this week.

Let me know if you would like to buy the water-colour
of the o0ld Ainct chief. It is very precious to me, but you are
the only person in the world who would appreciate and understand
its value and 1n your museum it would be safe for ever.

I have not done as you asked me and sent you any Korean
pictures, except the sketches, but I have been moving from place
to place since I came home. ¢

T have been fortunate in finding a studio in London
near two of my sisters and I shall be busy moving in there next
week. :

T wish I could describe some of the Korean palntings
but it is difficult to explain. At least I will give you their
sizes. There are two dragon pictures, one an orange dragon and
the other green. They are scroll pictures 33 yards long by 16"
wide, and the longer I look at them the more sure I am they must
have come from the throne room of the old Korgan Empéror's palace.
The other two alket s are 2 yards long by 24" wide and are
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Bhudistic studies. Again I have never seen anything like them,
not only for the design but for the beautiful colouring and the
lovely borders. There are altogether four of these, but my

sister does not wish to give hers up,as they fit in beautifully

2‘ on her stailr-case in two niches. In addition to thesse Korean
O)

scroll pictures, I still have a few Chinese Burial Portraits

phebwures, The one I like$§£§§~“dp‘¥e always called my 'Chinese
Holbein'. sdcNNRe . t g N with a very delightful heedT -
Jo no) -2 I also hav wBxal of bce“reé\picfbres,/WEich are SO a.(anf

much sought after. I am not sending these to you until I hear
for certain that you want to see them. They will become more
and more rare, and this dreadful war must have already wiped out
countless treasures.

We are all broken hearted about the unnecessary and
cruel war. It is less a"war than a massacre, and one of the
most pro-Japanese friends that I have, who came to sse me today,
was ashamed of the behaviour of the Japanese. I maintain,
however, that the Japanesé people are not in any way responsible.
It is only the military group that so dishonestly hid the truth

\\§£rom their own people and are led away by the lust for power.
' ut they are no worse than Italy or Germany!

g Yours upx;(t—‘-~u’c4§’<:r»~<
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