Execuvive Committee deport

Urban League of Portland

January 21, 1943 - 12:30 P. i,

Qffice: Mr, D, Robinscn, President, Pacific Bldg,

Present were tue following 3oard sembers:

rs. Mery ouncan David Hobinson, Presiaing
Fraicis gern mdwin C, 3erry, Executive Secretary
Clarence ivey

lir. Bnna called in his regrets. He had a schedulea speaiking engagement which was
meeting prior to the call of this meeting.

Mr. Robinson opened the meeting, and told the Executive Committee that this emergency
meeting had been called in lieu of the regular January Soard meeting, which was not
held because of the illness of our dxXecutive Secretary who was reguired to be out of
the office for one month. He stated this meeting would be short. There were a few
items requiring kxecutive Committee action immediestely.

BUDGET

Mr, Kern, treasurer, presented tihe 1948 revision of the Urban League budget., He
called attention to the fact ©hel tials budget was merely a downward revision of the
budget which has been accepted ana approved oy our total veara at tine time oi its
presentation to the Community Chest., e requested rfrom the Chest $22,853,18., e

were allowed $17,000.,00 — hence the necessary revision. The budget which you have
before you is essentially the same as the budget upon which we operated in 1947 with

a few minor changes. The budget anticipates a total income and expencitures of $12,192,12.
The income other than from Community Chest is based on our 1947 experience. The major
changes in expenditures anticipate small salsry increases for the Ixecutive Secretary,
and for one office secretary; a small increase in printing; the inclusion of the item
for National Retirement Plan for employees; the item for fire insurzace for office
equipment; and small item for emergency relief.

MOTION: TO APPROVE THE BUDGET Was MADE BY LR. &ERN. SHCONDED BY HRS. DUNCAl. CARRIED
UNATOUSLY o

MEMBERSHIES

Qur President raised the question as to income of memberships in 1947. ilr, Berry
replied that membership income amounted to a total of 1,322.00, which was &bout $700
siiort of the anticipated income of memberships dues., However, this amount of shrinkage
was compensated for by income of other sources. \iie, therefore, will come out of the
year about even., lHr. ilocbinson asked why the shrinkage in anticipatec ihcome.for members.
Mr. Berry stated that little woric had been done on memberships. Furt.er, the death

of ir., Lott and the subsequent montihs during which time we haa no Inaustrial secretary,
routine duties took priority on staff time. He reported that our riles incicate U0
Urban League members that have not pald their Urban League renewal fees, It was
suggested tnat a goou letter signed oy our President asking renewal should be sent to
all delinquent members, This letter should &also asic each person who aid not care to
renew tc write us giving his reeson for disassociation iiith the Urban League program.

4 telephone committee should be set up for thicse persons who do not resgond to our letter,
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ANNUAL MIATING

Tt was unamiously agreed by the Executive Committee thut the Urban League Annual
Meeting should correspond witih "I Am an American Day." This day occurs by pro-
clamation of the President of the United states and the Governors of the several
states. The date has not yet been set. Our President volunteered to secure date
regarding the date.

The President appointed the entire Zxecutive Committee to act as the Annual Meeting
Committee for 1948.

Adjournment - L:25 P. M.




YINUTES OF BUARD LEITING
Urban League of Portland
February 10, 1948
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The meeting was called to order at 10:40 a. m. oy our President, David Zobinson

Rell Call -~ Present were:

Mrs, iary Duncan Francis Kern

¥Mrs. rollyanna Reed Reverend C, . Austin
Father L. O, 3Stone Irving fnna

Charlie Horgan David Robinson

DeNorval Untaanic, . D. krs, Zlliott Corbett (Y)

Edwin C. Berry, Executive Secretary
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iinutes of the last were read and approved.
Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting were read anc ratified by the Board.

Mr. Robinson reported on Richland, Washington - Father Tobin, Hr. Robinson,
Mr, Hill and Mr, Berry made the trip. This committee conferred with Atomic
Energy Commission officials, General Zlectric officiels, officisls of subecn-—
tractors; Lahor Union representatives and Negre workmen.

¥r. Robinson stated that discrimination and segregation was rampant in Richland
proper and in the surrounding cities and villages. He sald one of the most de-—
pressing discoveries of the entire trip was the exp101tatlon of Negro Jjob seekers
by a Negro minister in FPasco vho was cuargln me¥$1.00 per night to sleep under:
the most sordid conditions. The men had to accept his terms for there was no
ther place to go. No hotel in Pasco will receive Hegroes, Kennewici, another
nearby village, will not permit a Negro to stay overnight.

The aAtomic Znercy Commission nas an enti-discriuinetion hiring clause in all con-
tracts which is being violafed by all subceontractors.

The only real satisfactory conference we had was with the Business Agent of the
Laborers Union which is about 70% Wegro. He is a good honest forthright man.

Mr. Robinson reported seeing meqb%ﬁ new to be skilled worimen In the Leborers
Hall applying for work as conuabh . pecause they were shut out slsewhere. He called
particular attention to a young en ineer for whom he had interceded to get an
appointment at Bonneville. This man was let out in the Bonnevilled retrenchument
program. This highly skilled and valusble man was awaiting assignment in the
Laborerts Hall,

Hotel Accommodations - The governn nment hotel cleris tried to segregate our Negro

. . - A,
companions from white, Je”eauéﬁ% g%e effort and beat Jim Crow by shifting rooms
to suit ourselves, There were two rooms in that hotel interrscially occupled

that evening.
Mr. Robinson said our trip accomplished the following things:

1. Provided us with first hand authentic information.

2. Placed us in contact with key officials.

3. Served notice on authorities that interracial groups of
citizens are interested and watchful of developments.

L. Gave hope to the Negro workmen that the Urban League was
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on the job in their behalf.
5, Opened the way for further negotiatiocns.

After considerable discussion the following motion was made by kr. Kern,
seconded by Dr. Unthank. THAT TEE HATIONAL URBAL 30 AEUISTED TO TAG
ACTION I THZ NICHLAND-FASCO AZA AND THAT THS WATIONAL OFFICE SEND a4 kAN
TH TP FOSSIZLE TC DO Al O THE SCENE Jud. 0TION FASSED UNANILIOUSLY.

Holladay School Situation - Fatner Stone reported that L. B. Stewart was

behind this move vo noodwink Negro parents of children sttending Holladay School
into signing a petition for the reopening of #liot 3chool. Fether Stone read
the letter from the Urban League to these parents (letter attached). He then
had further information to present relative to the nefarious activities of

Wr. Stewart in Dubtte and Great Falls, iontana. iir. Stewart closely followed the
pattern he has established here.

lr. Berry reported that the response to our letter has been overwhelming; that

we have received 122 letters from a possible 154 parents end they are still coming.
We have conferred with the Superintendent of Public Senools and one member of the
3chool Board, Stewartls petition will be filed and Zliot will stay closed.

The Board concurred thet this action was proper and directed the Ixecutive Jecretary
to take any additional steps as the occasion should demand.

The Butler Garbage Service = Reverend isustin Reported on this matter. ie reviewed
the bDubler case from its origin and referred to 2 Urban Lezgue communications on
the subject (both attached). These communications pointyup how Butler has acquired
the proper equipment, and how he secured city license ttempted to join the Union;
how bribes:have been offered, threats of violence to Butler and intimidation of

his customers. Reverend iustin reported that vhe threats were such that he had
accompained Butler to the dunp on several occasions to prevent foul play.

lr. Berry augmented Reverend Austin's report,

=GPICK BY AEVIREND AUSTIN. SECCHMDED ZY F.THi: STONZ THAT THZ URBall LEAGUE URGE
FULL 4D CCWPLETSE SUFPOAT OF ZUTLLR I HIS Rad EWDEAVOR. CARRILD UNANILOUSLY.

“lardell Henderson Case - iir. 3erry reported thet he, in conference with the

Frosident, hed tawen sction in the name of the Urban in pehalf of Yardell Henderson.
, . A

“Jardell Henderson was convicted of murder anc entenced to die in the Gas Chambersp

5
11th hour statements by 3 of his jurors swore that roce bias entered the jury
deliverations. The Urban League along with the Oregon Foison association, liasalCr
o < <A 2 2
f

AVC, &DA, and Federated omen's olub ask for a stay of execution until the

Covernor could study tihe new evidernce,

COTION BY MA. iGll. SCCONDRD DY LGS, CCRBETT (P) THAT THS 20s2D OF DIRECTORS
Ceman T TP e " . - K] s !
ArPROVE THIS aCTICE. A/~ e st ’(_" )

the close of the last legislature. He sald since jobs remain our numder one
sroblem he felt the Committee should be psactivebed and efforts should be made
hn

to get a City Ordinance for Fair mployment rractices as well as an alteupt nade
to strengthen the existing State Lai.

F, §. P. 0. - Nr. Berry recorted thet the Committee nas been inactive since

iir. fobinson appointed ir. Znna and kr, berry as & committee to contact the

7, &, P. 0. Chairman and arrange wibh him for immediate reactivation of F. &, F. C.



lir. Hdobinson spoke of the present F. &. P. Law. He s&id it was weaik, but a great
deal better than nothing. The last paragraph relates to education in Public schools
to eradicate prejudice., He said he felt that néthiing had been done te zccomplish
this purpose. Lir. Zobinson promised Lo contact the 3tate Superintendent of Fublic
Schools and chec« this matter with him.

wmI's Hobinson spose of his efforts to have discriminatory questions relzted to race
and religion removed for admission blanks for State 3chools. He mentioned that other
matters related to discrimination in state institutions need our attention in the
near future,

Adjournment - 12:05




Minutes of Board Meeting
Urban League of Portland
November 11, 1948

1. Revort of Nominating Committee

Mr, Brewster reported that the nominating Committee had made nominstions for the
members to the Board of Directcrs. He did not understand that the committee was
also charged with the responsibility of nominating officers for the Board. Con-
sequently it had not been done. Mr, Srewster reccmmended that the present officers

serve out this term of office.
After considerable discussion, Mr. Brewster made the following motion;

THAT OUR PRESENT OFFICERS SHALL SERVE OUT THIS TERM UNTIL ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
URBAN LEAGUE,

It was seconded by Mr, Hamilton. Passed unanimously.

2. Report of Executive Secretary

Mr. Berry presented a comprehensive report whiéh covered the following points:

1, Vanport flood, its effects of race r:lations; quality of handling of the flood
victems, living guarters, social effects and Red Cross work, He pointed out
that the Red Cross had sought and used Urban League for advice on all inter-
racial situations and that there was no segregation or discriminztion apparent
in the handling of the flood victems.

2. Employment Picture

3. General information.

3. ZIreasurer's Report: (Entire report attached)

Mr. Kern reported ocur budget request to Community “hest for 1949 was $24,689.64.
We have been allocated $23,000.00, It is anticipated that we will receive an
additional $2500 in memberships and $600 in gifts for 1949. This will bring our
total operating budget to $26,000.00

Mr. Kern continued, in order to bring our budget in to balance, we will need to
affect cetain reductions. He suggested the following budget reductions and
changes,

1. Eliminated added secretarial worker, but include $800.00 for added secretarial
help,

2. Reduce carfare by workers by $25.00.

3. Reduce travel account by $50.00

4. Reduce Materisls for training $50.00

5. Reduce Volunteer worker's expence $50.00

6. Reduce Publicity and Promotion $100.00

7. Reduce National dues #122,64

8. New Equipment ' $500.00
(Include new item) .
Office renovation $<00.00

These adjustments will balance our budget.

Mr. Kern pointed out that our first budget in 1945 was $8,500. Our 1949 budget, in
excess of $26,000, is some indication of our growth and expansion.



November 11, 1948 - continued

Mr. Kern further pointéd out ‘that our present income from sources other than the Com
munity Chest is running a little behind schedule.

Income from memberships to date, is $1,646.52, against a budgeted $2,000. Gifts
have produced $505.10 and we have budgeted $800,00.,

Mr. Kern's report.was accepted on motion from Mr. Plummer, second by iirs, Corbett.
Motion passed.

New Business

domestic
The Executive Secretary recommended. that we discontinue our/placement service. He
stated that the need for this program has pass:d. We have now more orders for do-
mestic workers than we can fill. This has been true for several months. The need to
. sell Negro domestic workers has passed and we should turn the full force of our Indus-
trial program into fields of endeavor where there is still resistance to the use of
Hegro workers.

After considerable discussion, it was the consensus of the Poard of Virectors that ac-
‘tion should be deferred; the txecutive should give the matter further study and report
at a subseguent meeting.

Correspondence

The Secretary read a letter from Mr, Pen Hazen, President of the Community Chest,
commending the Urban League on its November Newsletter related to the Community Chest.

Greenville Money

Mr. Robinson reported on the work of a committee which he chairs, and which was ap-
pointed by the Governor to dispense a sum of money among needy Vanport floa@d victems.,
Mr. Hobinson defined the limitations of the committee and asked the Board for sug-
gestions as to its use.

FIE.P.C'_

Mr. Robinson zsked for a discussion on F.E.P.C. and Civil Bights. This discussion
resulted in the following action. '

1. The Urban League shall work hard for F.E,P.C. which simply embodies into law
the principles for which we work daily.

2.  The Executive Secretary was directed to take the necessary steps to reactivate
this F.E,P. Committee iuzmediately.

3. That all efforts be expended toward F.E.P. at this time 2nd that we shall not
urge a Civil Rights Bill now. The preponderance of those present felt that it would
be wise to get over cne big hurdle at the time.

]
Nor formal action was taken on taese points, However, here was substantial sgree-
ment.

The meeting was adjourned.
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Our budget reguest from Community Chest for 1949 was $24,,689. 6&.

Read the letter from Haiph Heed,

Campalign was successful. Therefore we will get the {6000 inerease. However,
we will have to trim our original cstimate by §1,689.64.

‘ gggestlong Savings

1, HEiiminate added secretarisl worker,

2, Iaclude in budgst 5800 for sdded sccretarial ssrvice 51000,

3. Reduce carfare by workers. % 25, , ’ ;
Le Heduce bravel : « 50, P
5¢’ Radues materials for training. S 50,
5. Volunteer worikers axpense $ 50
7. fublicivy and promouion $ 100.
8¢ Nationzl dues = approximately § L22.64
9. New equipment % 5004 ,
A w1, 897.64
1,689,604
& 208,00
. Include new item == office renovation § 208,00

This will make our totol budget for 1949 - if income from sources
other than Chest stands up - $27,300.

Interesting comparative)note the first budget allocated the Urban Leogue
in 1945 was #8, 500,
Note our present budgst —

e are presently ranning sbout $500 behind schedulst

To Jdate Budga;éed
Income from Memberships i, 00y 52 $2000.00

Gifts 505,14 800 400



SPECIAL MEETING
Board of Directors - Urban League of Portland
November 19, 1948 .

Mr. David Robinson, presiding

Present were the following Board llembers:

William Brewster, Jr. Ulysses G. Plummer
James Hamilton Dr. Kobert Joyner
Don Green Clarence ivey

Mrs, dicry M, Duncan Mark Smith

Dr. #ill C. Davis David Robinson

Edwin C, Berry, Executive Secretary

1. The meeting was especially called to consider the Washington High School
incident and the OREGONIAN Editorial dealing with it.

2. Mr. Robinson opened the mesting. He said that he was critical of the method
véed in handling the situation and felt that we had brought adverse criticism
on ourselves unnecessarily., Mr. Robinson said that he received several calls
criticizing the action. Mrs. Corbett had called on him yesterday to express
her dissatisfaction. Mrs. Corbett reported that she was dissatisfied and sev=-
eral other persons had spoken to her and shared her view point. Mr. Robinson
also reported that he had two other calls of protest.

Mr. Hamilton stated that it is true that there is criticism, but there is also
commendation in the community. He stated that most of the criticism came from
the OREGONIAN Editorial, which was unféir, slanted and left out salient por-
tions of the memorandum. Mr. Hamilton said the thing he resented most about
the editorial was the leaving out of the first sentence of principal Smith's
explanation - the first sentence is the key to the objectionable quality of
the apologye.

There followed an extended discussion of the situation with all present
participating., Consensus of the discussion:

1. The incident was unfortunate.

2. #ction should have been taken.

3. [Executive Secretary should have taken an intermediary step before issuing
the memorandum. That step should have been in the nature of a discussion
with School Administration.

4, #here do we go from here.

5. Vote of confidence in Bxecutive Sacretary.

The Board conrcurred that the following action should be taken:

1. Appointment of a committee to call on OR-GUNIAN with the requast that space
be given for a statement clarifying Urban League point of view,

2. Same committee draft statement

3. Continue to work with Schools.

The following committee was appointed: Mr. Green, Mr. Berry, Mr. Hamilton, Chairman.



SPECIAL MEETING '
BOARD OF DIRECTCRS - Urban League of Portland

November 19. 1948

Ur. David Robinson, presiding

Present were the following Board dembers:

1.

2e

William Brewster, Jr. Ulysses G. £lummer
James Hamilton Dr. Hobert Joyner
Don Green Clarence Ivey

drs. Mdary Duncan : Nark Snith

Dr. Will C, Davis David umobinson

fdwin C, Berry, ixecutive Secretary

‘The meeting was empecially called to consider the 7ashington Hizh cchool

incident and the Qregonian Editorial dealing with it.,

dr. dobinson opened the meeting., He said that he was critical of the method
used in handling the situation and felt that we had brought adverse criticism
on ourselves unnecessarily. Mr. Robinson said that he received several calls
critiedsing the action. Mrs. Corbett had called on him yesterday to express

her dissatisfaction. Mrs, Corbett reportod that she was dissatisfied and
several other persons had spoken to her sand shared her view point. Mrs. Corbett
felt this was not the first time the Ixecutive Secretary had taken action with
out Board advice and that such action should be discontinued,

dr. Robinson alsc reported on the dall from one member who offered his resigna=-
tion and a call from another person, highly respected in the community, who
called to protest.,

iry Hamdlton stated that it is true that there is criticism, but there is also
commendation in the community. He stated that most of the criticism came from
the Oregonian Editori:l, which was unfair, slanted and left out salient portions
of the memorandwn., Mr. Hamilton said the thing he resented most about the
editorial was the leaving out of the first sentence of principle - Smith's ex~
planation - the flrst sentence is the xey to the objectionable quality of the
apology « '

dr, Srewster = I feel action should have been boken. I feel it is untortunate
that Mr, Berry wrote instead of stating it verbally. There is a warmth about
his speech which is not apparent in this letter to ir. omith. Ib could easily

ve aisinterpreted,

Ur, Joyner - ‘ell, chis vhing has nappened. The point is what shall we do
about it? This type of thing must stop in our schools.

Mr, smith - e cannot namstring our ixecutive o run Lo us with ever;thing,
1 feel his action was entirely jusviried ana believe ae should be rfroe Lo sroceed
and be supported,



Dr. Davis = The editorial was so snide and unfair. .\e must answer it, iIfwg can
obtain space, .

Mr, Ivey - Some white psople - even our good friends do not realize the depth of
the meaning of the use and term "nigger'" has for Negroes. Mr, Berry has explained
it in the memorandum exadtly as I would if I could express myself in that way. e
have got to fight this thing - especially when it injures little children — bhat is
what we are set ug for. That is iy positlon, and I encorse the action of our
Secrebary.

dr, Opeen - It was too mild if anything. This sort of thing makes me boil, I admire
Mr. Berry's restraint. I think we can get space to make our position clear.

" Mr. Plummer - I concur with all that has been said. Now what is our next step?
Mr. Berry was asked for his recommendation.
Mr, Berry stated that he had not intended saying anything because in a sense he was
on trial. All members present interrupted him with protest at this point stating
that was not true.
dr. Berry continuted, he recomme:ded the following steps:
l. The appointment of a committee to call on tlle Oregonian and ask
for &hm space for a statement from the Urban League which will
c¢larify the matter.
Re Same committee form a letter for the Press.
3+ Contdnue.fo work with School and Board.
These suyggestions were accepted by consensus,
Mr, Robinson appointed the follewing committeeas

dr. Hamilton, Chairman, iMr. Green and the Executive Secretary.

The Committee was instructed to cbtain an appointment, with the Oregonian a$ the sarliest
date to strike while the incident is still fresh,.

Adjournment,



