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21 October 1979

Hermineo Traviesas

NBC-TV Broadcast Standards
30 Rockefeller Plaza

New York, N.Y. 10020

Dear Mr. Traviesas,

Saturday Night Live has been my favorite show on NBC for
years,but it's turning into "Animal House." I'm not going to watch

it any more.

On October 20th one of the skits featured a comedian who began
by announcing his belief in women's inferirity and to "prove" this,
offered a prize of $500 to any female volunteer from the audience
who could beat him at wrestling. This event followed, and the act
ended with the comedian jeering at the swimmer, Diana Nyad, whom he
described as the strongest woman in the world, for not accepting his
challenge.

If this is satire, I find it indistinguishable from the
bigotry it's supposed to satirize. The spectacle of a man trying
to physically dominate a woman to the cheers of the men in the
audience is one I thought we had 2ll left behind us.

Suppose the comedian had announced that Black people were
inferior to Whites because of their physical defects--the ugliness
of their hair, skin colog;,and features--and had offered a prize to

he

any Black volunteer from audience who could prove equality with
his handsome White self by making up with grease paint, putty, and
wigs? Then we end with the comedian jeering at Andrew Young for
not accepting the "challenge" to disguise his dark skin and flat
nose.

In racial terms the joke evaporates.

I don't think it's funny in sexist terms either. Saturday Night
Live used to attack targets like atomic holocaust.

Now its targets are women.

I'm going to do all I can to get my friends and various
women's groups I work with to stop watching the show. The people who
originally made the show a success were people like my friends (five
years ago), not the male sophomores whom it seems to want as its

audience now.
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Joanna Russ
3956 2nd Ave. NW
Seattle, WA 98107
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