
JANUARY 27, 2001

Kim Jong Il Stresses Economic
Renovation With New Thinking

 On Jan. 4 “Rodong Sinmun”, organ of the Workers’ Party of Korea, carried
Kim Jong Il’s remarks exhorting the people to bring about radical transforma-
tions in the fields of economy, science and technology with new thinking and a
refreshed mindset. (See page 5)

Netherlands and Belgium Open
Diplomatic TiesWith DPRK

PYONGYANG, January. 20(KCNA)—
Leader Kim Jong Il, General Secretary of
the Workers’ Party of Korea and Chairman
of the National Defense Commission of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
paid an unofficial visit to the People’s Re-
public of China from Jan. 15 to 20 at the
invitation of Jiang Zemin, General Secre-
tary of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China and President of the
People’s Republic of China.

Kim Jong Il Pays Unofficial Visit to China

1, 879 and 1,880

Party and State leaders of China warmly
welcomed and cordially received Kim Jong
Il on his China visit.

Talks were held between Kim Jong Il and
Jiang Zemin in Beijing.

The two leaders informed each other of
the situation in their countries in a friendly
atmosphere and exchanged views on the
issue of further developing the relations
between the two countries and on major
international matters of mutual concern
and reached a consensus of views on them.

Both sides stressed the need to preserve
the tradition of mutual visits by leaders of
the two parties and two countries.

Jiang Zemin spoke highly of Kim Jong
Il’s visit, which was made at the beginning
of the new century, saying it is an impor-
tant event in the development of the party-
to-party and state-to-state relations be-
tween China and the DPRK in the new cen-
tury.

Both sides held that all relevant depart-
ments of the two parties and countries have
made active efforts to implement the con-
sensus reached between the two party lead-
ers since they met in Beijing in last May.

   They agreed to make greater efforts to
consolidate and develop the traditional
friendship and push the bilateral friendly
and cooperative relations up to a higher
level.

Jiang Zemin was delighted to see sub-

Summit Talks Held

stantial progress and new achievements
made by the Korean people in economic

construction, reunification of the north and
the south and foreign affairs and in other

fields, overcoming  manifold difficulties
under the leadership of the WPK headed
by Kim Jong Il and wished the WPK and
the Korean people great success in vari-
ous fields in the new century.

Kim Jong Il expressed the belief that the
Chinese people will certainly score new
achievements in realizing the targets for
development set in the Tenth Five-Year
Plan, advancing the socialist moderniza-
tion drive in all fields and carrying out the
great cause of rejuvenating China under the
leadership of the CPC headed by Jiang
Zemin.

Jiang said that China as a neighbor of
the Korean Peninsula has exerted efforts
for the peace and stability of the Peninsula.

He noted that China would continue to
support the efforts made by the north and
the south of Korea to further improve in-
ter-Korean relations and achieve indepen-
dence, peace and reunification and that it
would welcome the DPRK’s improvement
and establishment of relations with other
countries.

Kim Jong Il expressed thanks for this
and said that the DPRK party and govern-
ment would as ever support China’s stand
on the Taiwan issue, and he repeatedly ex-
pressed the hope that China would succeed
in its cause of the country’s reunification.

He invited Jiang to visit the DPRK at a
convenient time and his invitation was ac-
cepted with pleasure.

Jiang arranged a banquet in welcome of
Kim Jong Il’s visit to China.

Kim Jong Il visited Shanghai.
He met and had a friendly conversation

with Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji.
Zhu Rongji hosted a banquet for him.
Expressing his warmest welcome to Kim

Kim Jong Il Tours
Shanghai

(Continued on page 4)

Early in the new year 2001, the DPRK
established diplomatic relationships with
the Kingdom of Netherlands and the King-
dom of Belgium.

The normalization of diplomatic rela-
tions between the DPRK and Netherlands
came at the end of talks of representatives
from the two sides in Hague, which con-
tinue from Dec. 20, 2000 to Jan. 15 2001.
The two countries made it the first coun-
try to open ties with Pyongyang this year.

“The talks were conducted following an
exchange of letters between the ministers
of foreign affairs of both countries on the
establishment of diplomatic relations,” the
KCNA said.

North Korean and Belgian officials also
signed a joint statement on the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations on Jan. 23.

Belgium is the ninth European Union
nation to open ties with north Korea, after
Austria, Denmark, Finland, Portugal, Swe-
den, Italy, Britain and Netherlands.

Following the move to develop bilateral
relationships with the DPRK, the German
government decided at a Cabinet meeting
on Jan. 24 to establish diplomatic ties with
the DPRK, German Foreign Minister said.

Negotiations with Pyongyang will deter-
mine when the two countries set up the ties,
said sportsman Volker Pellet, and contin-
ued, “There is no concrete schedule yet.
We will offer north Korean government
talks on this issue.”

The DPRK has made an active diplo-
macy to establish ties in many fields since
last year. Pyongyang established ties with
Australia last May, and with the Philip-
pines in July.

Establishment of diplomatic ties be-
tween the DPRK and EU countries will
contribute not only to the development of
bilateral friendly relations but to peace and
stability in the northeast Asian region.

 Moves among the EU countries are ex-
pected to be accelerated to normalize the
diplomatic relations with the DPRK.

In the move to establish diplomatic ties
between the DPRK and EU countries, Tur-
key showed signs to move closer to the
DPRK.

According to AFP, the DPRK and Turk-
ish officials signed a memorandum under-
standing on mutual recognition and the

(Continued on page 4)
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Let’s Open Up the Road of Advance Through the New Century
In the Spirit of the Victorious “Arduous March”

New Year Joint Editorial of Three Newspapers -- Rodong Sinmun,
Josoninmingun, Chongnyonchonwi

Juche 90 (2001). 1. 1.

Today, the Korean revolution enters a
marching road of the 21st century, a hope-
ful new century.

It is the great glory of our party and
people that we have brilliantly concluded
the 20th century with a great victory in the
battle of defending socialism to joyfully
meet the new year Juche 90 (2001).

Great leader Kim Jong Il is standing in
the van of the revolutionary ranks, who ad-
vance toward a bright future with great
aspiration and confident belief in our tri-
umph.

All party workers, military workers and
people are now bracing themselves to
bravely go a long way for victory in the
new century, gathered around Kim Jong Il.

Last year, Juche 89 (2000), was not only
a year of great turn marked with momen-
tous events unprecedented in the history
of the Korean nation but also a historic year
that concluded the 20th century with bril-
liant achievements.

The Korean people have decorated the
annals of revolution with victories under
the red flag of socialism. The 20th century
was a century of glory in which Korea,
which once had suffered an eclipse on the
world map, demonstrated its dignity as the
homeland of the Juche idea, as a heroic
country and as a country of Chollima, as
well as  a century of great pride in which
Korean socialism emerged victorious.

It is the pride of the Workers’ Party and
the people of Korea that they defended
their faith in the system and cause of Ko-
rean socialism through their “arduous
march” and concluded the century bril-
liantly. The tumultuous years of the 20th
century full of vicissitudes and achieve-
ments teach us that the only people who
adheres to the way of revolution, revering
the great leader, can climb to a high stage
of glory.

Last year was a meaningful year in
which the might of the Korean people’s
single-hearted unity was displayed, a unity
which had been consolidated during the
century.

With honorable pride as socialist victors,
we celebrated the 55th anniversary of the
Workers’ Party of Korea. The celebration
event was not only a grand festival of the
Korean people’s single-mindedness char-
acterized by their spirit of worshiping and
protecting their leader regardless of their
very lives, but also a grand march of stal-
warts and the unvanquished who overcame
the “arduous march.”

Our revolut ionary ranks who sur-
mounted the steep hill of long-continued
ordeals have been strengthened more as
invincible ones who fight with the belief
that the party is the well-spring of eternal
life. While unconverted long-term politi-
cal prisoners were repatriated from south
Korea, their noble mind and spiritual
strength with which to live up to revolu-
tionary ideal spread all over our society. It

is an irreplaceable result that our single-
hearted unity along with love, ardor, be-
lief and duty is centupled day by day.

Last year was a proud year of struggle
in which the drumbeats of the Chollima
upswing sounded more loudly.

Our people splendidly decorated their
last attack in the “arduous march” with
their fortitudes. The revolutionary military
spirit and the Kanggye spirit with which
the WPK is filled resulted in building a lot
of monuments including the Anbyon Youth
Electric Power Station and the Youth Hero
Moterway. The torch of Songgang and that
of Ragwon flamed up in every field of
bat t le  for  rev i ta l iz ing the socia l is t
economy. As the great Chollima advance
which started in the 1950s was propelled
more powerfully until last year, the 20th
century shone as a century of Chollima.

Last year was a year of great importance
when a new phase was opened in the
achievement of the cause of national re-
unification.

Because of the historic Pyongyang sum-
mit and the publication of the June 15
North-South Joint Declaration, all Korea
was filled with enthusiasm for national re-
unification. It was the remarkable event in
Korean national history that more than 50-
year-long bottlenecks for Korea’s reunion
were removed. The movement for national
reunification was clearly on the right track
of national independence and the momen-
tum for national reconciliation and great
unity was raised all the more.

It is the enduring feat that, with his great
foresight and patriotic decision, leader Kim
Jong Il advanced a fresh reunification plat-
form to open up a broad vista for putting
an end to the national division. The dawn
of national reunification is sure to come
as long as he leads the national destiny and
also as the WPK’s national independence
and unity line exists. This is the deeply-
engraved iron faith of the 70 million fel-
low countrymen.

Last year was also a year of great pride
when the dignity and honor of socialist
Korea were clearly displayed to the world.

The DPRK firmly defending the banner
of independence has become the focus of
world politics. Its hard-line and principled
struggle foiled the imperialists’ moves to
isolate and stifle us. The “theory of col-
lapse” of socialism advocated by the en-
emies also collapsed, and the DPRK has
emerged imposingly as an impregnable
socialist fortress. This gives a great encour-
agement to the revolutionary people of the
world.

It was not until today that the interna-
tional position of the DPRK reached its
zenith. It has become the mainstream of
the times to establish and develop good-
will and friendly relations with us. The
reality proves that justice should always
win the victory, as well as that nothing can
block the powerful march of our socialism.

The great victory of last year with which
we splendidly concluded the 20th century,
stems from a preeminent political ability
and energetic activities of leader Kim Jong
Il.

From generation to generation, our
people has had the infinite honor and for-
tune to have a great leader during the 20th
century. Not only on the road of struggle
full of obstacles but on the road of victory
full of glory which our people had tra-
versed, the sacred footmarks of great leader
Kim Il Sung are left and the esteemed name
of leader Kim Jong Il, who leads the revo-
lution in the same way as Kim Il Sung,
shone. Kim Jong Il’s energetic guidance
generated a miracle of socialist Korea
which rose like a phoenix, and honored the
20th century as a Kim Il Sung century. It
was our fortune in the century for us to
have Kim Jong Il in the van of our revolu-
tion, who is a leader of the people, creator
of happiness, and a guardian of a justice,
and to pioneer a new era of the Juche revo-
lution with him.

The political ability of Kim Jong Il fas-
cinated all nations and shook the world.
At the turning point of a century, Kim Jong
Il demonstrated his outstanding presence
as an expert of politics by leading our revo-
lution to absolute victory with his original
army-first revolutionary leadership. With
his superb intellectual strategics, he antici-
pated a victory, with his political decision,

he immediately turned the tables on our
enemies, and with his broad capacity, he
firmly captured all the minds of our people.
Kim Jong Il, who guides a complicated
world politics and promotes the cause of
independence, wins absolute reliance and
respect as a torchbearer of the 21st cen-
tury.

In the annals of our revolutionary
struggle, the year 2000 will shine as a tri-
umphant year when we won a victory in
the “arduous march,” gathering around
leader Kim Jong Il, as well as a proud year
that we decorated the 20th century with a
heroic epic.

The New Year 2001 is a year of new
advance and a great turn in which we must
carve out a broad avenue for building a
powerful nation in the 21st century under
the guidance of the great party.

Great leader Kim Jong Il said as follows:
“Upholding the red-flag all the more, we

must step forward not only to adhere to the
honorable tradition and brilliant achieve-
ments made by our party and revolution,
but to win new triumphs.”

This year is a first year of the 21st cen-
tury. The 21st century is a century in which
the Kim Jong Il politics is to bloom, as well
as a century in which our country will walk
to boast as a powerful socialist nation.
Basing ourselves on the achievements cre-
ated in the “arduous march,” we must up-
grade the superiority of socialism and ac-
celerate the construction of a powerful na-
tion, this year.

Next year, we will mark the 90th anni-
versary of President Kim Il Sung’s birth.
It is the unshakable will of our party to
defend forever the meritorious deeds of
Kim Il Sung, the founder of socialist Ko-
rea, which were performed in the building
of the party, our nation and armed forces.
We must accelerate a socialist red-flag ad-
vance to monumentalize the biographies
and deeds of the two great leaders. A ba-
ton of revolution in the 21st century which
we will uphold is a red-flag, while a way
for victory where we must go is a course
of Juche socialism.

“Open up the road of advance through
the new century in the spirit of the victori-
ous ‘arduous march.’” This is the militant
slogan that the entire party, the whole army
and all the people should put up this year.

The socialist advance in the 21st cen-
tury under the red flag is an honorable cam-
paign to thoroughly embody leader Kim
Jong Il’s politics of independence, unity
and love for the country and nation. It is
our powerful socialist nation that enjoys
high dignity with independence, emerges
victorious by unity and thrives with patrio-
tism.

We should follow our party’s great in-
dependent policy.

Independence is the inevitable current of
the present times, and independent policy
is the universal policy which reflects the
aim of the human race. We should eternally
brighten our glorious history that we have
led the age of independence, upholding the

100,000 Pyongyangites meet at the Kim Il Sung Square on Jan. 5 to vow to carry
through the tasks laid down in the joint editorial.

(Continued on page 3)

The following is the full text of the
joint editorial.

Translation is ours — Ed.
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Joint Editorial
(Continued from page 2)

banner of “DIU” (Down-With-Imperialism
Union).

We, as people engaged in constructing a
powerful nation, should solve all the prob-
lems in keeping with the actual conditions
of our revolution and country. We should
resolutely defend our ideology, our own
political system and mode of revolution.
We should firmly adhere to the principles
of the party’s leadership and consistently
embody the line of constructing Juche-type
socialism. We should entirely inherit and
develop the revolutionary spirit of the
Paekdu guerrillas, taking it as an eternal
cornerstone of our revolution.

Strong-arm and arbitrary practices and
dominationist moves of the imperialists
should no longer be allowed in the new
century. We will decisively meet the im-
perialists’ challenges and resolutely defend
the sacred sovereignty of Korea and the
national dignity won at the cost of blood.

It is our party’s consistent stand to open
up a new era of the independent develop-
ment of international relations on its own.
Our party will improve relations with all
the nations which respect our sovereignty
and make a positive contribution to global
independence and the peace of humankind.

Unity is the basis of socialist policy. Our
party’s permanent political philosophy is
the philosophy of unity, and our party’s
unbeaten leadership also arises from unity.
The history of our single-hearted unity,
which has enabled us to cut a way through
the difficulties of revolution, should be
endlessly continued in the 21st century.

The might of single-hearted unity is
guaranteed by devotedly defending the
leader. We should strengthen our revolu-
tionary forces as ranks of indomitable
fighters, who carry out the idea and policy
line of Kim Jong Il at the cost of their lives,
no matter what happens. The slogan of
death-defying defense of our leader should
not be an abstract slogan but a practical
one.

Our single-hearted unity is unity based
on revolutionary comradeship. It is our
revolutionaries’ comradeship to have the
same will with our leader even though a
difficult and steep path lies ahead of us, to
share our fate with our leader even though
winds of fire rage violently and to keep our
vow though time passes. We should be-
come a comrade of enthusiasm like Kim
Hyok and become a comrade of confidence
like Cha Gwang Su, who devoted their
youth and lives to the cause of respecting
their leader. The song of “Where is our
General Kim Il Sung” should echo power-
fully as an eternal song of comradeship in
the 21st century. We should highly dem-
onstrate the vitality of our party’s broad-
based policy, which can protect and guide
all people who follow it.

We should make efforts to see our party’s
policy of noble love for the country and
nation blooming with flowers.

The Workers’ Party of Korea is the party
to love our country and nation, which at-
taches great importance to the interest of
our fatherland and nation. Our party’s in-
tention to carry on revolution is to achieve
prosperity for our fatherland and nation. It
is our party’s aim to achieve the prosper-
ity of our fatherland and nation, which has
never experienced in the history of the
Korean nation, and to show our nation’s
dignity all over the world.

We should wage a campaign more inten-
sively to prepare for a powerful nation in
every field. Always looking ahead into the
future, we should make efforts to come up
to the global standard in all fields, while
making a practical plan in accordance with
our country’s actual situation. We should
produce patriots of the WPK era, who will
be able to make an outstanding contribu-
tion to the prosperity of our country and
the Korean nation and to win the praise of

posterity. All the party members and work-
ers should thoroughly realize independence
and national originality in our revolution
and construction, highly displaying the
“Korea-First Spirit”

The powerful nation, which we will con-
struct, is a paradise of socialism in which
everything prospers and people live feel-
ing no envy of other countries. This year,
we should give highest priority to the im-
provement of the living standard of our
people. Our party’s bold policy should
practically bear rich fruit.

A key factor in making a new advance
under the red flag along the path of social-
ism in the 21st century upholding the well-
advised politics of our party is to stick to
the revolutionary army-first policy.

The policy of giving top priority to the
army is the permanent strategic objective
in the present-time revolution and an all-
mighty means of socialist construction.
The philosophical principles of our revo-
lution, which were confirmed in the
struggle of protecting the socialist red flag
during the 20th century, are embodied in
our army-first policy. Our army-first poli-
tics wins absolute support from revolution-
ary parties and people of the world, who
advance toward justice and prosperity, be-
cause of its universal validity in our times
and its truth. Independence, unity and the
spirit of loving the fatherland and nation
can realize only when we carry on army-
first revolution.

The line of army-first revolution is filled
with late President Kim Il Sung’s whole
life and Kim Jong Il’s iron will to accom-
plish our revolution with arms. Kim Jong
Il originated methods of historically un-
precedented army-first politics, and he has
protected our socialism with the power of
army-first policy and advanced the cause
of independence of the human race. His
achievements are shining endlessly in the
history of politics of the 20th century.

We should fight, regarding the army-first
revolution line presented by Kim Jong Il
as life and soul, no matter how the situa-
tion may change. The WPK has settled all
the problems arising in the revolution and
construction on the principle of giving top
priority to the military affairs and pushing
ahead with the socialist cause with the
revolutionary army as the main force. This
revolutionary style will remain unchanged
in the future, too.

Our military strength should be made
invincible to meet the requirements of the
revolutionary era of laying stress on mili-
tary affairs.

The Korean People’s Army is a main
standard-bearer and a shock force, which
supports the party’s guidance of army-first
revolution. All the officers and servicemen
of the KPA should look up to Supreme
Commander Kim Jong Il’s immortal revo-
lutionary achievements in the policy of at-
taching great importance to the army, and
maintain and protect his achievements. We
should further demonstrate our revolution-
ary soldiers’ spirit as we did so when we
were in the front of “arduous march” pow-
erfully singing revolutionary war songs.

The People’s Army’s permanent motto
is the death-defying defense of the head-
quarters of our revolution. The “Guns-
And-Bombs Spirit” and “Human Bomb
Spirit” show the militant temper of the
People’s Army. Regarding the campaign of
winning a title of O Jung Hup 7th Regi-
ment as the principal line, we should
strengthen the People’s Army as a fruition
of the spirit of death-defying protection of
the leader, as an invincible army, which has
a revolutionary command system and a
military discipline and as an unbeatable
revolutionary army filled with the spirit of
Anti-Japanese Partisans. Highly displaying
our traditional virtue, such as unity of of-
ficers and soldiers, unity of the military and
civilians, we should strengthen all our
fighting ranks into iron units.

As long as imperialism exists in the

world, the People’s Army can never change
its target. Noble sense of breathing in our
party no matter what hardships lie ahead
of us, strong class-consciousness with
which to fight against class enemies to the
last at the risk of one’s life, a noble spirit
of self-sacrifice for sacrificing anything to
protect the gains of the revolution. These
are the spirit of the red flag which soldiers
of the People’s Army should have in their
minds. The People’s Army should inten-
sify fighting and political training, under
the “Training-First” slogan, and invincibly
defend the defense lines of our fatherland.

All the party members and workers
should demonstrate their spirit of defend-
ing the fatherland and the spirit of rein-
forcement, upholding the idea of attach-
ing great importance to the military. Fol-
lowing the People’s Army’s idea, fighting
spirit and life style, the military and the
people should advance the socialist cause,
overcoming every difficulty in unity.

We should consolidate our powerful na-
tional economy to meet the requirements
of the new era of the revolution with army-
first policy.

State economic power is the basis of the
powerful prosperity of socialism. It is the
principle of socialist politics that invincible
military power and politico-ideological
power should be backed up with strong
economic power. Nothing is a more impor-
tant task before us today than to consoli-
date the national economic might to a level
commensurate with the 21st century.

We should give a powerful impetus to
socialist construction, upholding the slo-
gan, “glorify this year as a year of fresh
onward march in the building of an eco-
nomic power in the 21st century “

The central task of economic develop-
ment for this year is to consolidate the ex-
isting economic infrastructure and display
its potentials to the full, while conducting
a powerful campaign for refashioning the
national economy as a whole with up-to-
date technology.

Refashioning the national economy is
now a master key to economic projects and
is an urgent task which cannot be delayed.
We should remarkably renew all our fac-
tories and enterprises with up-to-date tech-
nology and set up new production centers
based on latest science and technology.
Technology reform should be promoted on
a full scale by creating an atmosphere in
which great importance is attached to sci-
ence all over the country.

The most important fronts in socialist
economic construction for this year are
power, coal and metal industries and rail-
way transport. We should highly normal-
ize power production by promoting the
construction of large-scale hydroelectric
power plants. Coal production should be
increased to the maximum. Great innova-
tions should be brought about in steel pro-
duction. Increasing demand for transpor-
tation should be fully met by railroad main-
tenance and reinforcement.In the light in-
dustry sector, we should produce more con-
sumer goods and staple food, which are in
great demand for people’s life.

It is a master key to people’s life this
year to increase agricultural production.
Farmers should ensure harvests this year,
the first year of the 21st century, with the
Taehongdan Spirit and its working style of,
as it is said, making the impossible pos-
sible. We should carry out a revolution in
the seed and a revolution in potato farm-
ing and actively expand a farming area of
double-cropping. Building up modern
foundations for stockbreeding should be
carried out by breeding highly productive
fishes, such as catfishes. We should accel-
erate magnificent nature-remaking projects
such as land re-zoning in Hwanghae Prov-
ince and the Kaechon-Taesongho waterway
construction, and building of more cultural,
welfare and health facilities and modern
houses, which will benefit workers and
farmers.

It is a priority task before us to intro-
duce basic innovations in improving our
ideas, thought, working style and fighting
sprit.

The 21st century is a time of great
change and creation. Great leader Kim
Jong Il leads us and carries out reform in a
big way, looking ahead at the distant fu-
ture. Our revolutionary soldiers should get
rid of the old idea and leap forward as Kim
Jong Il does.

The new century requires a revolution-
ary plan, unique idea and novel concep-
tion and an enterprising working style.
When we conduct ideological education
with the people, we should take an effec-
tive way to touch their heartstrings. When
we do an economic organizational work
with the people, we should take a practi-
cal way to be beneficial to them. Economic
management systems should be reformed
in a way suitable for the new circumstances
and atmosphere. We should create a whirl-
wind to put into practice the seed select-
ing and planting principles our party laid
down.

We should march through the arduous
road of struggle in the new century, too.

The revolutionary spirit of marching
through the road of revolution until we can
smile at last, the revolutionary optimism
of thinking their bitterness will be re-
warded with great happiness, and the
strong fighting spirit of building a para-
dise on our land with our own power - these
are the motive power of the socialist red
banner march in the 21st century. To make
a breakthrough like the revolutionary army,
leading cadres should be capable operation
planers and ambitious activists with lead-
ership, creativity and devotion. The youth
should keep on creating brilliant achieve-
ments at the head of a great upsurge as they
displayed their revolutionary stamina all
over the world by constructing the Youth
Hero Highway.

 A key to the victory of the socialist red
banner march is in the fighting power of
the party. The party organization should
firmly build up our revolutionary ranks by
bringing about a new turn in the party work
suitable for the changing situation. All
party members and workers should be de-
termined guardians of socialism with a
good political plan, class superiority and a
belief in socialism. By going into the
people and sharing bitterness with them,
all party members and workers should in-
spire the people to beat the drum to build
a powerful nation.

An anchor is raised for the new century.
Our power of idea, unity and will are
strengthened countless times. We should
brilliantly turn this year, the first year of
the 21 century, into a year of leap forward
and overall reconstruction.

We should take a decisive step to fulfill
the reunification of the fatherland this year.

The struggle for the reunification means
patriotism and a road to our national pros-
perity. There are no urgent tasks more im-
portant than realizing the reunification of
the fatherland for our nation who were
unable to greet the new century with their
fatherland reunified.

The momentous issue of principle for the
present in achieving the national reunifi-
cation is to implement the June 15 north-
south joint declaration to the letter.

This declaration is a proclamation of
independence, peaceful reunification and
overall national unity based on the three
principles of national reunification and a
milestone on the rode of accomplishment
of this cause in the 21st century. The north
and the south should pool the nation’s ef-
forts and achieve reunification in an inde-
pendent and peaceful way and through
overall national unity, true to the spirit of
the historic declaration.

The principle of the national indepen-

(Continued on page 4)
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and declared that he was extremely happy
to see with his own eyes its developments
after the absence of 18 years.

Describing Shanghai as an animated in-
ternational city which has been perform-
ing a great part in further developing poli-
tics, economy, science, and culture in
China, he added that the citizens of Shang-
hai would contribute to bringing about a
cause for the nation’s modernization by
successfully carrying out the Tenth Five-
Year Plan under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party of China headed by Jiang
Zemin.

Kim Jong Il also said that it is the com-
mon desire of the DPRK and Chinese
peoples vigorously advancing toward a
rosy future in the new century to develop
the traditional DPRK-China relations.

The WPK and the government and
people of the DPRK will work hard to con-
solidate and develop the DPRK-China re-
lations in the new century, too, he stressed.

Kim Jong Il was accompanied by Zhu
Rongji to visit the Shanghai Urban Plan-

dence is the fundamental rule to fulfill the
reunification problem.

We should maintain a resolute stand by
depending on our nation’s own power, not
on outside forces, and by cooperating mu-
tually in the same nation, not with outside
forces. A peaceful way to realize the re-
unification of the fatherland is to build a
unified country by leaving the existing so-
cial systems of the north and south as they
are, and by uniting with each other. Post-
poning the settlement of their existing dif-
ferences, the north and south should con-
tribute toward realizing a federation for the
reunification of the country, on a basis of
their common national interests.

For the whole nation to be reconciled
and united precisely means the reunifica-
tion desired by us. All the Koreans in the
north and south and abroad should join in
the nationwide endeavors to implement the
June 15 north-south joint declaration, tran-
scending differences in ideologies, social
systems, political views and religious be-
liefs. All legal and class obstacles to the
great national unity between the north and
south should be eliminated.

Led by Kim Jong Il’s idea and guidance,
the reunification movement can breathe
and proceed. His virtue leads us to victory
in the cause. We should open up a new
phase to realize the independent reunifi-
cation by single-mindedly contributing our
power to the reunification movement,
firmly convinced of the future of our na-
tion.

The revolutionary morale and enthusi-
asm of our people who march in the new
century are very high.

Our future in the 21st century is bright-
ened up by the revolutionary idea of great
leader Kim Il Sung and our eternal victory
is guaranteed by the power of our unity to
gather around Kim Jong Il.

The Juche revolution which stared on
Mt. Paekdu continues across the century.

Our party, army and people will traverse
the road of revolution in any storm and
stress, with a unitary ideology, a unitary
lineage and a unitary faith.

Let all of us vigorously fight to realize
the ultimate victory of socialism under the
seasoned guidance of Kim Jong Il, highly
upholding our socialist red banner.

Jong Il in Shanghai, Zhu said in his speech
that the Korean leader’s visit would pro-
vide a great opportunity and a powerful
impetus to develop the traditional China-
DPRK relationship in the new century.

Zhu pointed out that in recent years the
Korean people have made such remarkable
progress and achievements in various do-
mains including socialist construction, na-
tional reunification and foreign relations
as to attract world attention, successfully
surmounting manifold difficulties under
the leadership of the Central Committee of
the Workers’ Party of Korea headed by
General Secretary Kim Jong Il.

He said that the Chinese people are re-
joiced over this and warmly congratulate
the Korean people on their successes.

Kim Jong Il said in his reciprocal speech
that he visited Shanghai again with his
personal unforgettable memories and
strong affinities with the business capital,

Kim Jong Il’s Visit to China
(Continued from page 1)

Joint Editorial
(Continued from page 3)

General Secretary Kim Jong Il with Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji in Shanghai on
his way to inspection of economic institutions in Shanghai (Photo: Xinhua-China
News Service )

Photo shows the DPRK-PRC summit talks in Beijing between Kim Jong Il and
Ziang Zemin.

PYONGYANG, January 23 (KCNA) —
Rodong Sinmun on Jan. 23 editorially hails
leader Kim Jong Il’s successful visit to the
People’s Republic of China (PRC). It says:

Kim Jong Il’s historic china visit offered
a momentous opportunity of consolidating
and developing the friendly DPRK-PRC
relations and it will greatly contribute to
ensuring peace and security in Asia and the
world.

His visit was successful thanks to the
special care and cordial hospitality ac-
corded to him by the central committee of
the Communist Party of China and the
State Council of the PRC and President
Jiang Zemin.

At the talks, the leaders of the two par-
ties and two countries informed each other
of the situation in their countries and ex-
changed views on the issue of further de-
veloping the bilateral relations and on
major international issues of common con-
cern and reached a consensus of views on
them.

They agreed to make positive efforts to
further consolidate and develop the long-
standing traditional DPRK-PRC friendship

and put the friendly and cooperative rela-
tions between the two countries onto a
higher level.

The peoples of the two countries have
long consolidated their friendship and soli-
darity despite ordeals and difficulties.

It is invariable wishes of the two parties
and the two peoples to see the friendship
steadily growing strong in the 21st century,
too, as in the last century. The two leaders
at their meetings and talks reclarified their
will to further consolidate the bilateral re-
lations to bring about a bright future
through the new century.

The Chinese people are working hard to
achieve stability and unity of the society
and build socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics under the leadership of the CPC
and China’s international position is ris-
ing ever higher.

We sincerely hope everything will go
well in China.

The steady growth of the DPRK-PRC
friendship is conducive to pushing forward
the revolution and construction in the two
countries and achieving their prosperity
and progress.

DPRK-PRC Friendship Ever-lasting
Rodong Sinmun on Kim Jong Il’s Visit to China

PYONGYANG, January 23 (KCNA) —
A power station was built in Kashmir Prov-
ince, Pakistan with the aid of the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea. Present
at a commissioning ceremony held on Jan.
12 were Sultan Mahumud Chowddhry,
prime minister of the Kashmir provincial
government, and people of different social
standings, the Korean ambassador to Pa-

Power Station Built in Pakistan with DPRK Aid

kistan and Korean technicians.
Speakers at the ceremony said that the

power station would greatly promote the
development of the regional economy and
culture and be a symbol of Pakistan-Ko-
rea friendship.

The provincial people will always re-
member the sincere aid of the Korean
people, they noted.

ning Exhibition Center, Shanghai GM Au-
tomotive Co., and Shanghai Huahong NEC
Electronic Co.

During his stay in Shanghai, Kim Jong
Il also visited the Shanghai Boasteel,
Shanghai Bell Co., Zhangjiang Hi-Tech
Park, Sunqiao Modern Agricultural Devel-
opment Zone, Pudong New Distr ict,
Shanghai Subway, Shanghai Stock Ex-
change, Shanghai International Convention
Center, Software Development Institute,
Human Genome Research Institute, Shang-
hai Grand Theater, Shanghai TV Tower,
Lujiazui Finance and Trade Zone and oth-
ers. Kim Jong Il enjoyed a music and dance
performance specially arranged by its
artistes and children.

His unofficial visit to China was suc-
cessfully made under the particular con-
cern and warm hospitality of the Central
Committee of the CPC, the State Council
of the CPC and General Secretary Jiang
Zemin.

*Accompanying Kim Jong Il were Kim
Yong Chun, Member of the NDC of the

DPRK and chief of the general staff of the
Korean People’s Army, Yon Hyong Muk,
Member of the NDC of the DPRK, Kim
Kuk Thae, Secretary, and Jong Ha Chol,
department director of the C.C. of the
WKP, Kang Sok Ju, first vice-minister of
foreign ministry, Kim Yang Gon, depart-
ment director, and Pak Song Bong, first
vice department director of the C.C., WPK,
and KPA generals Hyon Chol Hae and Pak
Jae Gyong.

*Present at the talks from the Chinese
side were Wei Jianxing, Member of the
Standing Committee of the Political Bu-
reau of the C.C. of the CPC, Qian Qichen,
Member of the Political Bureau of the C.C.,
CPC and vice-premier of the State Coun-
cil, Zeng Qinghong, alternate member of
the Political Bureau of the C.C., CPC, and
director of the organization department of
the C.C., CPC, Dai Bingguo, director of
the international liaison department of the
C.C., CPC, Tang Jiaxuan, foreign minis-
ter, Wang Guozhang, Chinese ambassador
to the DPRK.

appointment of ambassadors, a Turkish
official said.

 The document ,  which expressed
Turkey’s intention to set up diplomatic ties
with the DPRK, was signed by diplomats
from the two sides after a meeting at the
Turkish embassy in Beijing.

 Following the international situation to

develop bilateral relationships with the
DPRK, Brazil ian President Fernando
Henrique Cardoso visited the truce village
of Panmunjom on Jan. 19 to unveil his
government’s decision to normalize ties
with north Korea.

“We will start dialogue with the North
to establish diplomatic relations soon,”
Cardoso said in a news conference held at
the Peace House, an administrative build-
ing in the southern sector of Panmunjom.

Netherlans and Belgium
(Continued from page 1)
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“21st Century Is Century of Great Changes And Creation”
Kim Jong Il’s Remarks Carried on Rodong Sinmun

   “Things are not what they used to be in the 1960s.
So no one should follow the way people used to do
things in the past. A new age ushering in the 21st cen-
tury requires us to seek perfection in doing every-
thing.”

“With the start of the new age of the 2000s, an all-
round reexamination should be given to the outworn
patterns and practices followed by other countries, and
the whole work should be unfolded in our own way.”

“We should make constant efforts to renew the land-
scape to replace the one which was formed in the past,
to meet the requirements of a new era.”

“At this historic time when we greet the 21st cen-
tury, we should make a new innovation and revolu-
tion in the farming method, too.”

“As the 1950s gave birth to the pioneers who cleared
virgin forests of the Paekdu Plateau into rich wheat

and barley fields on a large scale, so the 2000s should
produce the front-runners who, upholding the far-
reaching initiative of our party, will bring about a
revolution in potato farming so as to make a break-
through in solving our food problem.”

“In order to boost and develop the economy in keep-
ing with rapid changes in our time, we should be bold
to provide industrial sectors with up-to-date equip-
ment and techniques.”

“We should bring about technical modernization by
boldly doing away with what needs to be abolished,
instead of being shackled by ready-made ideas or
hanging on to the old and outdated conceptions.”

“Ours is an era of science and technology which
show startlingly rapid progress. Resting on our lau-
rels or marking time in this regard will disable our-
selves from getting over a barrier to boost the
economy. Because we are in the 2000s now, we must
solve all problems through a new way of thinking
and by scaling a new height.”

The following are the part of the remarks which refers to economic innovation —
Ed.

General Secretary Kim Jong Il made the
first visit this year to the KPA unit No. 932
and warmly congratulated KPA officers
and men on greeting New Year’s Day. Kim
Jong Il went up the command post and
learned about the performance of the unit’s
mission.

He was highly satisfied with the fact that
the unit’s soldiers were provided with good
living conditions, said Pyongyang Times.

He urged all the officers to ensure a sat-

isfactory flow of supplies to the soldiers.
He was accompanied by KPA Vice-

Marsha Jo Myong Rok, first vice-chairman
of the DPRK National Defense Commis-
sion and other high-ranking officers.

Earlier on the same day, he visited the
Kumsusan Memorial Palace in the morn-
ing. He paid homage to the statue of Presi-
dent Kim Il Sung and stepped into the hall
where he lies in state and made a deep bow
to him.

Kim Jong Il Chose KPA as
First Visit of Year 2001

According to the Korean Central News
Agency on January 24, leader Kim Jong Il
visited light industrial factories in Sinuiju,
North Phyongan Province from January 21
to 23.

He was accompanied by member of the
DPRK National Defense Commission Yon
Hyong Muk, Secretary of the Workers’
Party of Korea Central Committee Kim
Kuk Thae and First Vice Department Di-
rectors of the C.C. of the WPK.

Chief Secretary of the North Phyongan
Provincial Committee of the WPK Kim
Phyong Hae, Chairman of the North
Phyongan Provincial People’s Committee
Jang Yun Son and other leading officials
of the province, city and factories were also
there.

Kim Jong Il first went to the Sinuiju
Cosmetics Factory newly built in south
Sinuiju.

Going round soap, tooth paste and cos-

metics shops and other processes of the
factory, he acquainted himself with details
of its construction and production there.

He said, “All the products are of high
quality,” and noted that more toilet articles
could be supplied to the people.

He advanced concrete tasks to be car-
ried out by the factory, saying that produc-
tion should be increased as the factory
plays an important role in carrying into
practice the WPK’s plan to provide the
people with more affluent and cultured liv-
ing conditions.

Then, he visited the Sinuiju Enamel
Ware Factory. He stressed that all its pro-
duction processes should be revamped with
up-to-date technologies I a bold way and
latest science and technology should be
widely introduced to steadily increase the
production at the factory.

Saying that handier well-designed enam-
eled ironwares to be liked by people should

be turned out, he indicated ways to do so
and set forth concrete tasks for keeping
their production going at a high rate.

He appreciated a performance given by
the itinerant art propaganda squad of the
factory.

Then, he went to the Sinuiju Basic Food-
stuff Factory. Looking round different pro-
duction processes, he learned in detail
about conditions of its technical equipment
and production there. He expressed great
satisfaction at the fact that a variety of ba-

sic foodstuffs including bean paste, soy
s a u c e  a n d  c o o k i n g  o i l  a r e  b e i n g
massproduced.

He said that the building of modern ba-
sic foodstuff factories in different parts of
the country in a short span of time signi-
fies a revolution in the development of the
foodstuff industry of the nation as it made
it possible to massproduce subsidiary food-
stuffs palatable to the Korean people.

Kim Jong Il Inspects Light Industrial
Factories in Sinuiju

(Continued on page 8)

General Secretary Kim Jong Il at a light-industrial factory in Sinuiju on Jan. 21

KPA Supreme Commander Kim Jong Il inspects the unit No. 932.
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PYONGYANG, January 13 (KCNA) —
A spokesman for the Ministry of Fisheries
of the DPRK in a statement on Jan. 13 pro-
posed to the south side an urgent contact
between fishery working officials of the
north and the south which they had already
agreed to have in Mt. Kumgang area. And
he hoped that the south side would posi-
tively respond to this offer in the coopera-
tive spirit. He noted:

The north side said at the fourth round
of the inter-Korean ministerial talks held
in Pyongyang at the end of last year that it
would offer part of its fishing ground in
the East Sea of Korea to the south side.

The “2001 meeting for the independent
reunification of the Korean nation” held
here on Jan. 10 expressed the expectation
that this sincere offer would be accepted
as soon as possible for the benefit of the
fishermen in the south.

This was prompted by the genuine com-
patriotic and brotherly stand that there
should be no distinction between the north
and the south as far as the work for the
prosperity of the nation is concerned and

one should not seek only economic inter-
ests if he is to serve the fellow country-
men, the spokesman said, and went on:

The issue of cooperation between the
two sides in fisheries was raised by the
north side in the early 1970s. in the subse-
quent period we made positive efforts to
this end on several occasions.

The historic Pyongyang summit was
held between the north and the south and
the June 15 north-south joint declaration
was adopted to ensure the balanced devel-
opment of the national economy and pro-
mote cooperation and exchange in eco-
nomic field. As a result, economic coop-
eration is now high on the agenda.

Under this situation we are of the view
that cooperation between the north and the
south in fisheries should be realized with-
out delay.

Such cooperation will greatly help ra-
tionally use marine resources, precious
wealth of the Korean nation, for the pros-
perity of the nation, and substantially im-
prove the standard of the south Korean
fishermen’s living.

Ministry of Fisheries Proposes
Inter-Korean Fishery Working Contact

According to a report of the south’s Min-
istry of Unification, released on January
17, a total of 7,280 south Koreans visited
the DPRK during the year 2000. This is a
30 percent increase over 5,599 in the pre-
vious year.

A total of 2,257 south Koreans involved
in tourism projects visited the DPRK. The

Over 7000 South Koreans
Visit DPRK Last Year

The 2001 joint editorial of north Korean
newspapers defined this year as a “year of
decisive progress in accomplishing na-
tional reunification,” saying, “Reunifica-
tion is not only a patriotic deed but also a
way for national prosperity. The Korean
nation, which has not yet been able to put
an end to its national division, has no other
pressing task than that of realizing the na-
tional reunification.”

In compliance with the conceptual goal
as depicted in the editorial, the north side
appears to be very active in the movement
for national reunification even from the
beginning of this year, vowing to add more
momentum to it.

This was intensively demonstrated at the
“Year 2001 Meeting for Independent Re-
uni f icat ion”  held on January 10 in
Pyongyang with over 3,000 participants
from all sections of society. This meeting
was enough to display the enthusiastic de-
termination and strong will of the north
Korean people to glorify this year as a
“year to open up a phase in a turn for an
independent reunification of the nation.”

In the keynote speech at the meeting,
Yang Hyong Sop, Vice-President of the
Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assem-
bly, stressed that “This year is a year of
independent reunification for the country,
so we must glorify this year as a signifi-
cant year to open up a phase for the inde-
pendent reunification of the nation.”

He emphasized that the implementation
of the North-South Joint Declaration
should be the key to achieving national
reunification, saying, “The authorities and
politicians in the north and south should
discharge their responsibility in order to
put an end to the old conception of con-
frontation, to build confidence and pool
their efforts through visits, contacts and
dialogues. If the whole nation turns out in
a nationwide march to implement the dec-

laration under its banner, it will surely open
up an epochal phase in the independent
reunification of the nation within this
year.”

At the end of the meeting, an “Appeal
to 70 Million Fellow Koreans” was also
unanimously adopted, which called for
making this year a “year to open a vista
for the independent reunification of the
Korean nation.”

In short, the appeal stresses that the year
2001 should be glorified as a year of a his-
toric turn; the Korean people must uphold
and implement the NSJD as a common
national cause; the issue of reunification
must be independently settled with the
nation’s own will and force; all Korean
people should be united regardless of their
political beliefs and social standing; and
the reunification under the federal formula
should be achieved as early as possible to
peacefully reunify the country. In addition,
it appeals to the south Korean authorities,
saying that it is their urgent and practical
tasks for the implementation of the NSJD
not only to resume related talks at once to
solve pending issues such as the reunion
of separated families and the repatriation
of unconverted political prisoners in the
south, but also to activate multi-faceted co-
operation and exchange with the north on
the principle of co-prosperity and common
interests.

Importantly, the appeal proposed to set
aside a period from June 15 to August 15,
that is to say, from the first anniversary of
the NSJD to National Liberation Day, as a
period of the campaign to promote the
movement for the independent reunifica-
tion, named “6.15 - 8.15 Campaign to Ac-
celerate National Reunification.”

In general, the meeting and appeal
clearly showed that the people in the
DPRK would not want to go back to the
past enmity with the south, but that they

would strongly push ahead with the move-
ment for the independent reunification of
the nation at any cost in accordance with
the NSJD, verifying that the DPRK aims
to speed up the process of national reuni-
fication. In particular, it must be noticed
that the meeting and appeal put special
emphasis upon the “independence of Ko-
rea” in all the way for national reunifica-
tion.

A notable thing is that the spirit and de-
termination demonstrated at the meeting
are being put into practice at various level.
For example, on January 12, just two days
after the meeting, the north side proposed
an immediate resumption of the once-
stalled Red Cross talks for restarting the
reunion of separated families, on its own
initiative. Along with this, all social groups
in the north expressed their strong support
for the appeal.

Meanwhile, the Rodong Sinmun, the
organ of the Workers’ Party of Korea, has
strongly demanded that the implementation
of the June 15 North-South Joint Declara-
tion be accelerated and great progress be
made in the movement for national reuni-
fication within this year, emphasizing the
significance of success achieved last year.

The question is how south Korea now
in politico-economic confusion will re-
spond to the north’s enthusiasm.

For the present, the south Korean side
accepts the north’s active appeal as a posi-
tive intention and action to give impetus
not only to the inter-Korean dialogues but
to the promotion of the NSJD. However, it
is still unclear how much the south’s pub-
lic opinion will be directed toward this is-
sue, or can be stirred. Also, the internal
politico-economic condition in the south
remains unsolved.

Anyway, the north and the south will
start various dialogues to implement the
NSJD from the end of this month. Through
these dialogues, it will become clear where
Korea will go and whether it can make
progress and achieve success in the cause
of national reunification.

In this context, it can be said that the
key issues, which will affect this year’s
movement and progress in the national re-
unification, will be General Secretary Kim
Jong Il’s probable visit to the south sched-
uled for the first half of this year, and Presi-
dent Kim Dae Jung’s leadership now in-
ternally faced with a trial.

2001 Must Be Year of Turn
— “A 2001 Meeting for Independent Reunification”  —

Editor’s Note

Photo shows “Year 2000 Meeting for Independent Reunification” held on Jan. 10
in Pyongyang.

PYONGYANG, January 18 (KCNA) —
Several South Korean organizations wel-
comed the proposals made at the 2001
meeting held in Pyongyang on Jan. 10,
according to Seoul-based “Yonhap News”
(internet). The People’s Council for Na-
tional Reconciliation and Cooperation
(Minhwahyop) in a statement on Jan. 12
warmly welcomed the “June 15-August 15
period of movement for promoting national
reunification” set by the north, noting that
“the south and north should seek specific
ways of putting it into practice in future.”

The Consultative Council for Democ-
r a c y  a n d  P e a c e f u l  R e u n i f i c a t i o n
(Minjuphyongthong) in a news release is-
sued on Jan. 12 called upon all the fellow
countrymen at home and abroad to pool
their will to launch a nationwide movement
irrespective of their party affiliation “in
order to positively cooperate with each
other in the sincere implementation of the
south-north joint declaration.”

Pyongyang’s 2001 Appeal
For Reunification
Hailed in S. Korea

An appeal to 70 million fellow Koreans
attracts strong support from Koreans liv-
ing overseas. For example, the European
Regional Headquarters of the National Al-
liance for the Korea’s Reunification issued
a statement on January 13 in support of the
appeal adopted at a “2001 Meeting for the
Independent Reunification of the Korean
Nation.”

The statement said:
Through the recent publication of the

appeal, the Pyongyang meeting once again
declared that the June 15 North-South Joint
Declaration is a proclamation common to
the nation strictly based on the three prin-
ciples of national reunification and an en-
during landmark to pave the way for build-
ing a reunified federal state.

The statement hailed the appeal as a pa-
triotic declaration to enable the compatri-
ots in the south to live happily in a society
where national independence has been es-
tablished.

We fully support the appeal adopted at
the Pyongyang meeting which called for
setting this year as a “year for opening up
the door of independent reunification of the
Korean nation” and fixing the period from
June 15 to August 15, 2001 as “a period of
the movement for promoting national re-
unification,” the statement noted, and con-
tinued:

We will struggle to the last against the
anti-reunification forces’ politics of de-
pending on outside forces who are hell-
bent on the treacherous acts while paying
lip-service to reunification.

Appeal to 70 Million
Fellow Koreans

Supported Abroad

number of those who were involved in the
construction of light-water reactors was
2,231.

Other visitors included those involved
in relief aid with 751, social and cultural
exchanges with 674, business with 543,
family reunions with 348 and 476 others,
including those who visited the DPRK for
inter-Korean dialogues.

These figures exclude the 213,009 tour-
ists who visited Mt. Kumgang. The num-
ber of tourists to the scenic mountain in

1999 was 148,074.
In a report on inter-Korean visits and

exchanges, the ministry said more than
16,000 south Koreans had visited the north
since President Kim Dae Jung was inau-
gurated in February 1998. The figure is
also six times the total number of south
Koreans who had visited the DPRK before
President Kim took office.

Meanwhile, a total of 706 north Kore-
ans visited the south in 2000, which was a
1,040 percent increase.
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Survivors of the Rogun-ri massacre and
civic groups rejected the outcome of the
15-month-long investigation by the U.S.
and south Korean governments of the Ko-
rean War massacre committed by the U.S.
troops, denouncing President Clinton’s “re-
gret” statement as a total whitewash to
cover up the bloody incident. They called
for explicit apology and compensation.

Expression of regret by President
Clinton about U.S. troops killing south
Korean civilians near the village of Rogun-
Ri in July 1950 provoked anger among
many south Koreans, who wanted at least
a formal apology and all possible repara-
tions.

“On behalf of the United States of
America, I deeply regret that Korean ci-
vilians lost their lives at No Gun Ri,” U.S.
President Bill Clinton said in his statement
released on Jan. 11, which avoided specific
acknowledgement of the responsibility of
the U.S. for the killings. “To those Kore-
ans who lost loved ones at Rogun-ri, I of-
fer my condolences,” he added, describ-
ing the incident as one of the “tragedies of

war.”
But his statement stopped far short of

the genuine apology that many south Ko-
rean people have demanded.

U.S.’s no-fault conclusion that no orders
were given to American soldiers to kill ci-
vilians at Rogun-ri was immediately chal-
lenged by south Korean survivors, family
members and their supporters.

“The U.S. government’s denial of the
existence of orders is a natural result as it
wanted to play down the incident from the
beginning,” said Chong Ku Do, a spokes-
man of the committee on the U.S.’s Rogun-
ri civilian massacre, expressing his deep
disappointment. “We don’t accept the
statement as an official apology,” he said.

“The U.S. Government is committing a
treachery before history by refusing to ad-
mit that the Rogun-ri killings were a mas-
sacre of innocent civilians by U.S. troops,”
he added. He also accused Washington of
seeking to cover up all other similar kill-
ings committed by US troops during the
Korean War “by taking advantage of the
Rogun-ri case.”

Reversing its previous stance that the
U.S. troops were not involved in the mas-
sacre, the U.S. Army acknowledged the
Rogun-ri massacre in its investigation re-
port, saying, “an unknown number of Ko-
rean civilians were killed or injured” by
small-arms fire, artillery and motor fire and
strafing by U.S. warplanes at Rogun-ri in
the early days of the 1950-53 Korean War.
A joint report by Washington and Seoul re-
leased on Jan. 11 also concluded that pan-
icky and poorly trained American troops
shot at civilians who were huddled under
a bridge between July 26 and 29, 1950.

But denying its active involvement in the
massacre, the Pentagon said that there was
no firm evidence to substantiate the fact
that U.S. soldiers were ordered to kill.

“Any final report that does not mention
the responsibility of commanders has a se-
rious defect,” Chung Koo-do, another
spokesman for the survivors’ group, said.

The investigation began after The Asso-
ciated Press reported in September 1999
the hidden massacre of civilians by U.S.
troops at the hamlet during the Korean War.
Its investigation report was based on doz-
ens of U.S. and south Korean witnesses and
declassified documents from the U.S. mili-
tary archives. The first revelation of the
U.S. Korean War massacre at Rogun-ri was
made by the south Korean progressive
monthly magazine “Mal” in 1994.

Civic groups said that they would take
the case to the International Court of Jus-
tice (ICJ) and to a U.S. court to seek com-
pensation. They also plan to hold a mock
trial to be attended by involved soldiers,
families of victims and lawmakers.

“By defining the incident as just acci-
dental, the U.S. government is trying to
evade its responsibility,” said Li So Hwi,
secretary-general of the National Cam-
paign for Eradication of Crimes by U.S.
Troops in Korea. The organization called
for an official U.S. apology and compen-
sation through a thorough re-investigation.

Another major civic group, the People’s
Action for Reform of Unjust ROK-US
SOFA also made the same demand, accus-

ing the U.S. of its attempt to draw a non-
committal conclusion.

The U.S. offered to finance the construc-
tion of a monument for villagers and ci-
vilian victims of the war, and to create a
memorial scholarship for children of the
Rogun-ri victims and others to honor
“these and all other innocent Korean ci-
vilians.” But the measures fall far short of
meeting the demands of the relatives of the
victims, who have called for direct com-
pensation and an explicit apology from
Washington.

“If the U.S. is going to build a memo-
rial, it should be a memorial exclusively
for Rogun-ri victims,” Chong said. “Other
massacre incidents have not yet been in-
vestigated. Clinton’s announcement of a
memorial for ‘all civilians killed during the
Korean War’ is an attempt to cover up other
massacres.”

According to the AP’s 1999 report, Ex-
GIs spoke of 100, 200 or simply hundreds
killed. Koreans survivors said 300 were
shot to death and 100 died in a preceding
air attack.

Revised SOFA Agreement Lacks
Fundamental Reform

Meanwhile, civic groups also denounced
the revised ROK-U.S. SOFA agreement,
signed on Jan. 18, condemning that the
agreement as nothing more than an attempt
to deceive the south Korean people.

“We are very disappointed at this ridicu-
lous agreement,” Li Hyon Chol, an offi-
cial at the Green Korea United, was quoted
as saying. “What they have agreed to re-
vise is not SOFA, but the agreed minutes
and agreed understanding which are not
legally binding.”

“The attached documents are to be
implemented based on the two sides’ con-
fidence in each other, and it has no biding
power. Therefore, if one side violates it,
that’s it. There is no way to enforce the
agreement,” he added.

Under the new agreement, U.S. soldiers
accused of murder, rape, arson, drug traf-
ficking or any of eight other serious crimes
would be turned over to the south Korean
authorities upon indictment.

But some fundamental unfair articles
remain to be revised. Unlike the civic
groups, south Korean government officials
a d v o c a t e d  t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  c i t i n g
Washington’s concessions including envi-
ronmental and labor clauses.

Serious crimes involving U.S. soldiers
have triggered anti-U.S. protests by south
Koreans and received keen media atten-
tion.

U.S. President Clinton’s recent refusal
to explicitly apologize for the murder of
Korean civilians by U.S. military forces
during the Korean War is another lost mo-
ment of desperately needed “American”
honesty.

The United States inquiry, and Clinton’s
statement of mere “regret,” was focused on
only one crime scene at a particular loca-
tion. It implied that the deaths were unfor-
tunate rather than part of a systematic pat-
tern to murder cumulatively as many as 3
million civilians. Careful examination of
the empirical record reveals multiple doz-
ens, perhaps a couple hundred, massacre
sites at various locations throughout the
entire Korean Peninsula where malicious
intent was incontrovertible. There was an
overwhelming pattern of systematic target-

ing the Korean people, with no serious ef-
fort to distinguish “civilians” from “com-
batants.”

This should come as no surprise! Begin-
ning in 1945 the U.S. record in Korea is
horrendous! It would behoove our politi-
cal leaders, and academicians, to learn an
authentic history of Korea. Simply relying
on popular comic book demonization of
North Koreans without recognizing the
U.S. role in creating the conditions that led
to the war in the first place, continues a
tragic disservice to history. When the Japa-
nese were finally defeated on August 15,
1945, the vast majority of the people who
resided on the Korean Peninsula immedi-
ately began to celebrate, then organize for
a return to Korean sovereigny after 40
years of hated foreign occupation.

When the U.S. immediately insisted on
creating the Peninsula as a Cold War arena
with the Russians, people throughout Ko-
rea organized resistance, at first nonvio-
lent, later in the form of a guerrilla war.
The U.S. created a puppet government,
similar to what it later did in Vietnam, and
oversaw between 1945-50 the systematic

repression and murder of hundreds of thou-
sands of Koreans who rightfully demanded
independence. That U.S. military and po-
litical policy to this day does not under-
stand this fundamental Korean history con-
tinues one of the most tragic chapters of
the Twentieth Century.

During the Korean “hot” war, General
Douglas MacArthur ordered that U.S. Air
Forces “destroy every means of commu-
nication, every installation, factory, city,
and village” south of the Yalu River bound-
ary with China. Massive saturation bomb-
ings, especially with napalm and other in-
cendiaries, alone murdered perhaps 2.5
million civilians. Major General William
B. Kean of the 25th Infantry Division or-
dered “civilians in the combat zone” to be
considered as enemy.

The famous July 25, 1950 Fifth Air
Force memorandum to General Timberlake
declared that adherence to Army orders to
“strafe all civilian refugees” have been
“complied with.” USA Today (Oct. 1,
1999) and the New York Times (Dec. 29,
1999) reported from declassified U.S. Air
Force documents the “deliberate” strafings
and bombings of Korean “civilians” and
“people in white.” In the August 21, 1950
issue of Life, John Osborne reported that
U.S. officers ordered troops to fire into
clusters of civilians.

U.S. racism has been an unfortunate but
tragic feature of the origins of the U.S.
American Republic and has substantially
contributed to the cruelty of its long impe-
rial history under the rubric of “American
Manifest Destiny.” Directed toward the

“WHEN WILL THE UNITED STATES APOLOGIZE
FOR ITS WAR CRIMES?”

Korean (and later Vietnamese) people, who
we regularly called “gooks,” racism helped
justify commission of a gruesome, almost
unlimited and careless war, including use
of germ warfare and the regular threat of
dropping nuclear bombs.

The highest law officer in the land,
President Truman’s second Attorney Gen-
eral, J. Howard McGrath, referred to the
Koreans as “rodents.” The massive, satu-
ration bombings in World War II in Ger-
many and Japan had been conducted with
no pretense of striking only military tar-
gets. They legitimized bombing with no
concern for civilians, despite explicit pro-
hibition by the U.S. Field Manual 27-10
Rules of Land Warfare. These indiscrimi-
nate saturation bombings were routinely,
and relentlessly continued in Korea.

The question continues to beg: when will
the United States fess up to its long his-
tory of crimes against humanity, thereby
revealing that a genuine humility has re-
placed U.S. arrogance? Failing that, the
lives of all the people of the world, includ-
ing our own, are endangered by an arro-
gance continually nourished by insidious
racism that seeks to spread its unwanted
“neo-liberal” values. The American Way
Of Life inevitably creates rage among bil-
lions of people who resent the forced im-
position of U.S. values and policies.

An apology by the United States, fol-
lowed by an offer of appropriate repara-
tions to the Korean people, would be a tre-
mendous new omen for a peaceful world
based on mutual respect and justice.

Korea Truth Commission

January 19, 2001

U.S.’s No-Fault Conclusion in Rogun-ri Massacre
Evokes Public Anger in S. Korea

U.S. Expresses “Regret” But Makes No Apology for Massacre

Civic Groups Call for Formal Apology, Reparation and Reinvestigation

Photo shows a civic group holding an anti-U.S. demonstration in front of the
U.S. Embassy.

The People’s Korea introduces a state-
ment on the outcome of the ROK-U.S. joint
investigation of the Rogun-ri massacre,
released by Korea Truth Commission. The
organization is a U.S.-based NGO to in-
vestigate U.S. war crimes committed in the
Korean Peninsula.
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A cold wave and heavy snowfall struck
the Korean Peninsula.

According to a PK correspondence in
Pyongyang, dayt ime temperature in
Pyongyang and South Pyong-an Province
on Jan. 12 marked minus 27-30 degrees C,
14-16 degrees C lower than that in normal
years. Snowfall in various places in north
Korea was four or five time heavier than
in the average year, marking the heaviest
snowfall since 1994.

The snow was about 130-150cm deep in
Kanwong Province and 85cm deep in
Hwanghae Province.

It snowed heavily in Pyongyang, record-
ing a 11cm depth on Jan. 7, a 12cm depth
on Jan. 9 and a 12cm depth on Jan 10. The
snow in Pyongyang (on Jan. 11) reached

14cm in depth, comparable to an average
precipitation in January.

Meanwhile, minus 18.6 degrees C was
recorded in Seoul on Jan. 15 for the first
time in 86 years. Due to the record-setting
heavy cold wave, in a temperature of mi-
nus 27.6 degrees C was recorded in
Cholwon and Kangwon Province, minus
18.3 in Suwon and Kyonggi Province and
minus 18.2 in Inchon.

The snow on Jan.7, which hit Kyonggi
Province, Kanwong Province on Jan.7 and
South Chungchong Province, was the
heaviest in 20 years. The snow depth came
to 15.6cm in Seoul and 60cm in the moun-
tainous areas, paralyzing traffic in south
Korean cities.

Cold Wave Hits Korean Peninsula

PYONGYANG, January 18 (KCNA) —
Computer education has been intensified
as an important subject in education in the
DPRK today when information technology
is making rapid progress, said director of
the program education guidance depart-
ment of the ministry of education O Min,
when interviewed by KCNA recently as
regards the computer education empha-
sized in the educational field in keeping
with the need of the present times. He said:

In recent years, the state set up a new
program education guidance department at
the ministry of education for the purpose
of enforcing computer education in the
fields of higher and common education
under a uniform and long-term plan and
organized a center for program education
under it.

These mechanisms give a uniform help
and guidance to research work to improve
schedules and contents of program educa-
tion and develop computer programs.

In the field of higher education, the com-
puter science college was newly estab-
lished at Kim Il Sung University and such
specialized computer colleges as the com-

puter technology college appeared in
Pyongyang and Hamhung.

A faculty of computer engineering made
its appearance at Kim Chaek University of
Technology and a faculty of computer sci-
ence at university of science. At the same
time chairs and courses of information en-
gineering were set up at several universi-
ties to train computer experts.

In the field of common education, pro-
gram classes appeared at various provin-
cial senior middle schools no. 1 and a con-
siderable portion of mathematical lessons
is devoted to computer education from the
second year to the sixth year course at se-
nior middle schools.

Computer education has thus been made
a compulsory subject at all universities,
colleges and middle schools throughout the
country.

A national program contest and exhibi-
tion was held last year with teachers and
schoolchildren of schools at all levels at-
tending.

This program contest and exhibition is
expected to be annual event.

Computer Education Intensified
In DPRK

Photo shows young computer programmers studying at the Korea Computer
Center (KCC).

 November

1 - 3 —The DPRK and the U.S. had bi-
lateral talks on missile issues in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.

1 — Executive Director of the United
Nations Environmental Program, Klaus
Topfer, visited Pyongyang.

1 — Paek Nam Sun met a delegation of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China
headed by Vice-minister Yang Wenchang.

8 - 11 — The 2nd working-level contact
for inter-Korean economic cooperation
was held in Pyongyang.

11 - 18 — A delegation of the movie in-
dustry of south Korea visited north Korea.

14 - 16 — Australian Foreign Minister
Alexander Downer visited the DPRK. Both
sides signed a memorandum of understand-
ing on joint agricultural research and de-
velopment plan.

14 — Enrico Letta, Italian Minister of
Industry and Foreign Trade, and his party
visited the DPRK.

15 — The Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA) quoted military sources as say-
ing that south Korean naval warships com-
mitted a serious military provocation on
November 14 by illegally intruding into the
territorial waters of the north side.

23 — A delegation of the Switzerland-

Sweden ABB Ltd. led by its president and
chief executive officer Goran Lindahl, vis-
ited the DPRK. Both sides signed an agree-
ment on cooperation in the production of
electric machines and equipment and mod-
ernization of the power grid of the DPRK.

25 — Toni Hol, a member of the U.S.
House of Representatives, visited the
DPRK.

25 — An EU delegation led by Domin-
ique Girard, director for Asia of the French
Foreign Ministry, visited the DPRK to par-
ticipate in the third political dialogue be-
tween the DPRK and the EU.

28 - 30 — Namibian President Sam
Nujoma paid an official goodwill visit to
the DPRK at the invitation of Kim Yong
Nam, President of the Presidium of the
DPRK Supreme People’s Assembly.

28 — The first round of inter-Korean
military working-level talks was held at
Thongil House in the north’s area of
Panmunjom to discuss issues related to the
project of relinking railways and roads
between the north and the south under an
agreement reached at the talks between
defense ministers of the two sides.

28 — The DPRK government delegation
headed by Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs
Kim Yong Il visited Guinea.

28 — A delegation of the DPRK Foreign
Ministry, headed by Vice-Minister Ri In
Gyu, visited Russia.

30 - December 2 — Delegations of sepa-
rated families and relatives of north and
south Korea visited Pyongyang and Seoul.

30 - December 5 — The delegation of
the People’s Council for Promoting the
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations
between Japan and the DPRK, led by
Murayama Tomiichi, former Prime Minis-
ter of Japan and chairman of the council,
visited the DPRK.

December

 5 — The second round of inter-Korean
military working-level talks was held in the
south side’s area of Panmunjom.

6 — The EU’s Humanitarian Aid Office
(ECHO) announced that the European
Commission has approved 600,000 euros
in emergency humanitarian aid to the
DPRK.

6 — A delegation of the Ministry of Land
and Marine Transport of the DPRK, headed
by Kim Yong Il, visited China.

7 — An Yong Ji, Director of the Exter-
nal Bureau of the Ministry of People’s
Armed Forces, had talks in Beijing with
Chi Haotian, Minister of National Defense
of China.

9 - 12 — A delegation of the Democratic
Party of Japan, led by Ito Eisei, member
of the House of Representatives, visited the
DPRK.

12 — The DPRK and the UK declared
the establishment of their diplomatic ties.

13 - 14 — The 4th round of the north-
south minister ia l  ta lks was held in
Pyongyang. Both sides issued an eight-
point joint communique on inter-Korean
economic issues.

15 — The government of Spain an-
nounced that it has decided to establish
diplomatic relations with the DPRK.

21 — The third round of the north-south
military working-level talks was held at the
Tongil House in the north side’s area of
Panmunjom.

25 — An agreement on the prevention
of double taxation on income and proper-
ties was signed between the governments
o f  t h e  D P R K  a n d  Yu g o s l a v i a  i n
Pyongyang.

27 - 30 — The first meeting of the north-
south committee for the promotion of eco-
nomic cooperation was held.

Chronology of DPRK’s
Diplomatic Activities

November - December 2000

Stressing the importance to steadily
boost the production since bases were built
for the production of basic foodstuffs, he
said strict measures should be taken to sat-
isfactorily supply raw materials including
soy bean and other materials.

He earnestly called on the light indus-
trial workers in Sinuiju to bring about a
new upswing in the production in the spirit
of devoted service for the people so as to
supply more quality consumption goods to
them.

Kim Jong Il’s Guidance
(Continued from page 5)

Photo shows a street in Pyongyang suffered from heavy snowfall.
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