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CENTRAL INTELL FGENCE ERDQE

CHINESE MINORITIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

SUMMARY

THE LONG-STANDING CHINESE MINGRITY. ISSUE W SOUTHEAST AS|A HAS
GAINED WEW PRAOMINENCE SINCE ¥-J DAY Ac A SOURCE OF INTERNATIOMAL
FRICTION IN THE FAR EAST, THI% 15SuE CENTERS AROUND 4,500 000 ALIEN
CHINESE AND MILLIONS MORE PERSONS OF PART-CHIMESE BLOOD, WHO FOR MANY
YEARS MAYE OCCUPIED AN UNUSUALLY STRONG ECONOMIC POSITION IN SOUTH. -
EAST ASIA COUNTRIES, BUILT LARGELY ARQUND THEIR DOMIMATION OF THE
FROFITABLE "MIDDLEMEN" TRADES--RETAILING. DISTRIBUTION, PROCESSING,
AMD FIHANCING. THEY HAYE MAINTAINED THIS STRONG POSITION. EVEN THROUSH
THE LONG JAPAMESE OCCUPATION,

THE Ecomomic ACTIVITIES OF OYERSEAS CHMIMESE, THEIR DISPFOEITION
TG LIVE IN ISOLATED POLITICAL AND CULTURAL GROURS AMD TO HETAIM
STRONG TIES WITH CHINA, HAVE BEEN & RECURRENT SOURCE OF IRARITATION To
THE NATIVYES i SODUTHEAST AZ1A AND HAYE oN MANY OCCASIONS LED TO THE
IMPOSITION OF RESTRICTIVE MEASURES BY THE LOCAL GOVEHMMENTS.

SINCE V-J DAY, THE RESURGENCE OF HATIONALISM IN SOUTHEAST AS|a
COUNTRIES HAS BEEN ACCOMPAN|ED BY REWIVED RESENTMENT AGAINST THE
ALIEN CHIKESE, AWTI-CHINESE RIOTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE TAKEN PLACE
ON SEVERAL ODCCASIONS IN THE METHERLANDS EAST IMDIES , MALAYA AND 51 AM.
THERE HAS BEEN AN INCREAS INGLY SPIRITED PRESS CAMPA |GN AGAINST ALL
ALIENS IN THE PHILIPPINES SINCE |NOEPEMDENCE Day. [ ALL SOUTHEAST
ASIA COUNTRIES, PUBLIC OP INION HAS BEEN DEMAND |NG OFFICIAL RESTRIGCTIONS
ON CHINESE IMMIGRATION, DUAL CITIZEWSHIP RIGHTS,. AND ECONOMIC AND
FOLITICAL ACTIVITIES.

HOTH IN THE PRE-WAR PERJOD AND 3| NCE V.l Dav¥, THE CHINESE
GOVERMMENT MAS ATTEMPTED- - BY BIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIONS, PROPAGAND A
CAMPAIGNS, AND OTHER "AD HOC® MEASURES--TO DEFEND ITS HATIONALS
ABROUAD AGAINST DISCRIMINATION AND ILL-TREATMENT. |T5 EFFORTS To
THIS END, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN SERIOUSLY UNDERMINED 8Y THE POLITICAL
AND MILITARY SITUATION IN CHINA ITSELF, INTERNAL CI¥YIL COMNFLICT
HAS MONQPOLIZED THE GOVERHNMENT'S ATTENTION, THUS BLOCKING THE FORMA-
TION OF A WELL-DEF INED POLICY ON BEMALE OF CHINESE MINGRITIES ABROAD .
MOREOVER. THESE MINORITIES THEMSELVES, VITALLY INTERESTED IN AFFAIRS
AT HOME, HAVE SPLIT INTO MUCH THE SAME FOLITICAL FACTIONS A5 EXIST.
N CHINA., THE EXISTENCE OF STROMG RIVAL KUuoMiNTANG AND CHINESE
COMMUNIST ORGAMIZATIONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA NOT ONLY HAS AGGRAVATED
HATIYE RESENTMENT THERE BUT ALSO HAS PREVENTED THE OVERSEAS CHINESE

FROM FORMING A UNMITED FEONT AGAIHST LOCAL PRESSURES.
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REGARDLESS OF CHINA'S INTERMAL DEVELOFMENTS, THE CENTRAL GoVERM.
MENT CAM BHE EXPECTED T MAKE GREATER EFFORTS IN THE FUTURE ON HBEHWALF
OF OVERSEAS MINORITIES, WHO REPRESENT BOTH A VALUABLE ECONOMIC ASSET
AND A POTENTIAL TOOL FOR THE EXTENSION OF CHINA'S INFLUENCE IN SOUTH-
EAST ASiA. THESE EFFORTS WiLL BE VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED BY HATIONALISTIC
GROUKFS IN SOUTHEAST AS1A AND HINDERED BY CHINA'S INTERMAL CONEL |CT
AND ITS OWERSEAS COUMTERPART. IF THE CMIMESE GOVERNMENT'S UNILATERAL
EFFORTS FAIL TO SECURE MORE PROTECTION AND FREEDOM. FROM D[ SCH DM HA-

TION, THE QUESTION OF CHINESE MINORITY RIGHTS MAY BE PLACED BEFORE
THE UNITED MNATIONS.

A MORE COMPREMEMSIVE DISCUSSION OF THIS SUBJECT |5 CONTAINED IH
THE ENCLOSURE HERETO.
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ENCLOSURE

CHINESE MINORITIES IN SOUTHEAST ASia

BACK GROUND

THE CHINESE MINORITY ISSUE IN SOUTHEAST AS (A, |NYOLYING ABOUT
4, 500,000 ALIEN CHINESE AND MiLLIONS MORE PEASONS OF PART-CHINESE
BLOGD ., DID NOT ACHIEVE SiGNIFICANMT INTERNAT IONAL STATHS UNTIL THE
FRESENT CENTURY, EVEN-THOUGH THE CHINESE HAVE DEEN EMIGRATING TQ
THAT AREA FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS, MINGE[TY FROBLEMS, WHICH CENTERED
AROUND ECONOMIC AND POLITECAL AESTRICTIONS, IMMIGRATION CURES. AND
THE QUESTION OF DUAL CITIZENSHIP, GCEVELOPED DURING THE 1920"'s ‘AND
1930°5 FRoM (1} THE NATIONAL TENDEMEY OF SNERSEAS CHINESE To REMA N
'N TSOLATED GROUPS, RETAINIMG STRONG TIES WiTH THE MOMELAND BY
MEANS OF MANY PUBLIC ANO SECRET SOCTETIES: {2} THE ALIEW CHIKESE"
DEEP PENETRATIOM OF THE ECONOM|C STRUCTURES OF SOUTHEAST ASIA
COUNTRIES - -WHERE THEY WOT aNLY COMPPISED AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE
LOCAL LABOR FORCE BUT ALSO GAINED & OOM|NANT FOSITION N "MIDDLEMEN®
ACTIVITIES: RETAILING, PROCESSING. DISTRIBUTING, AND MONEY-LENDING,
A FOSITION ACHIEVED AND MAINTAINED BY BUSINESS PRACTICES THAT WERE
CONSISTENTLY SHREWD AND OFTEN RUTHLESS AND DISCRIMINATING: [3) THE
ECOMOMIC DIFFICULTIES OF THE LESS CAPABLE MATIWE EOREERS: anb (4]
A GROWING FEELING OF MATIONWAL SELF-CONSCIDUSNESS AMONG THE MATIYE
PEQPLES OF SOUTHEAST Asia.

ETIHULlTEﬂ BY IMCREASIMNG POFULAE RESENTMENT AGAINST CHII‘!ESE
MINORITIES, THE GOVERMMENTS 1M SOUTHEAST AS'a MADE DELIBERATE AT-
TEMFTS BEFORE THE PACIFIC WAR TO LOOSEN THE CHINESE" ECONOMIC HOLD
AND, IMN VARYIMG DEGREE, TO RESTRICT CHINESE POLITICAL REFPRESEMTA-
TTON AND ACTIVITIES, MATIVE ANTAGONISM AND LOCAL GOVERMMEMNTAL
RESTRICTIONS, WHILE TENDING TO WEAKEN THE INFLUENCE OF OVERSEAS
CHIMESE, ALSO GAVE IMPETUS TO THE CMIMESE" OWM DISPOSITION TO 150-
LATE THEMSELVES PFOLITICALLY AND CULTURALLY, ANB TO GIRECT THEIR
LOYALTIES To CHINA. THIS ALLEGIANMCE Tg THE HOMELAND, HOWEVER., HAS
FOR SEVERAL YEARS BEEN A DIVIDED ONE, SINCE THE POLITICAL GCONFLICT
WITHIN EHIH! HAS BEEW REFLECTED iM THE FORMATION OF RIVAL CAMPS AMING
THE OVERSEAS CHINESE, HEADED BY OPPOSING MATIONALIST AMD COMMUNIST
ASSOCTATIONS .

PRE-WAR EFFORTS OF LOCAL GOVEARNMENTS To STEM THE INFLUENCE o
CHIKESE MiNORITIES WIRE OFPOSED TO SOME EXTENT BY CHINA"S CENTHAL
GOVERNMENT ., MAINLY THROUGH D IPLOMATIC REFRESENTAT|ONS. OVERSEAS
CHINESE REPRESENTED A SUBSTANTFAL ECONOMIC ASSET To CHINA. |N THEIR
ROLE OF MIDDLEMEN, THEY PROVIDED THE MEANS OF STIMULATING TRADE
WITH THE REST OF AS|A ON FAVORABLE TERME FOR OHINA. ALS0, A LARGE
FORTION OF OVERSEAS PROFITS AND WAGES RETURMED TO THE HOMELAND 1IN
THE FORM OF REMITTANCES, THEREBY EXPAND I NG DOMESTIC PURCHASING FOWER
AND SWELLING CHINA®S FORE IGN EXCHANGE RESOURCES.

DURISG THE PACIFIC WAR. OVERSEAS CHIMESE [N AREAS QCCUFIED BY
COMF 1AL
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JaraMN SUCCECDED 1N PRESERVING TO & LARGE EXTENT THEIR LEADING ROLE
I TRADE AMD FINAMCE ALTHOUGH SUFFERING FIMANTG | AL LDPSSES, FnL|T|£ALLf_
THEY WERE COMPELLED Tg RENDER LIF SERVICE TO THE FUPFET REGIME im

MANK INE, BUT wmany IMPORTAMT CHINESE Toos ACTIVE PART N THE UNDERGROUND
RESISTANCE MOVEMENT .

CURRENT S| TUAT ION.

GENERAL. SINCE V.J Day, RISING NATIVE NATIONALISM AND ANT .
FOREIGH SENTIMENT IN THE COUNTRIES OF SOUTHEAST AS 1A HAVE LED SEVERAL
SOUTHEASY Ag|a GOVERMMENTS AGAIN TO FOCWS THEIR ATTENTION UPON THE
CHINES: FROBLEM . THIS HAS BEEM ALCOMPANIED BY A NUMHER ofF ANT I -CHINESE
VHC IDEMTS &pi RESTRICTIONS WHICH HAVE BEER OFFOSED BY CHINESE MINOR]TY
GROUME AND BY THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT WITH VAAYING DEGREES OF SUCCESS .,

SIAM.  IN 51AM. THE PERIOD IMMEDIATELY AFTER V.J Day was
MARKED BY SEVERE ANTI-CHINESE RIOTS SET GFF BY SIAMESE RESENTMENT
AGAINST CHINESE VICTORY CELEBRATIONS . ALTHOUGH & SINO-SI1AMESE TREATY
OF AMITY wWas CONCLUDED W JAWYARY 1946, ND REAL MOVES Ta IMPLEMENT
THIS AGREEMEMT HAVE YET BEEN UMDERTAKEN. S|AM APPEARS TO BE UNWILLING
TO CARRY QUT CONCESSIONS PROVIDED [N THE TREATY AND CHINA APPARENTLY
IS ToQ GCCURIED wWITH IMTERMAL AFFAIRS To PRESS FOR EXECUTION OF THE
TERME . HOWEVER, THE CHINESE AMBASSASOR To Siam DECLARED IN & SPEECH
ON 20 MovEMBER THAT SIND-S1AMESE FRIENDSH | P COULD NOT BE FPOSSIBLE wuw.
LESS S1AM REDRESSED WRONGS [ONE To CHINESE, THE CHINESE MIL [TARY ATTACHE
"W BANGHOK 15 ATTEMETING To URGBANMIZE THE CMINESE IN SIAM AGAINST MAT I VE
BISCATMINATION AND AGAINST CHiNESE Enuuuulsr COUNTER-ORGANIZATIONS
THROUGH THE MED IUM Of THE Sawm Mrn Cuu | YouTw CORPS, WHICH WAS RECENTLY
THYOQLYED IN CLASHES WITH THE SIAMESE FOLICE . THERE ARE OCCASIOMAL REPOETS
THAY AGENTS OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT'S SECRET FOLICE HAVE APPEARED [N
J14M FOR THE PURPOSE oF RALLYING LuCAL CHINESE SUPPORT FoR EuoMINTANG
FOLICIES N CHINA.

MaLars, I MapLavYs, BRITiISH PHOPGSALS FOR POSTWAR GOVERMMEMT &L
REFDR:T_IE_EMaun|£ﬁ IN THE MALATYAN UNION FLAN, GAVE PROMISE oOF
IMPROY ING THE FOSITEONM OF THME LARGE CHINESE MINOREITY IM THAT AREA-.
COMSTITUT (NG FULLY 43 FERCENT OF THE TOTAL POPULATION OF MALAYA ..

BY OPEMING MaLAYAN CITIZENSHIP To ALL CHINESE BORN OR BRESIDENT THERE
FOR 10 YEARS, OPPosSITiaw TO THE PLAN ON THE PART OF THE BiALAY
FOPULATION HAS CENTERED AROUND THIS POINT AND HAS PROVED SUFFICIENT

T® FORCE THME BRITISH To FOSTPONE AND RECONS IDER THE SCHEML . ANy
HBriTisH RETREAT FROM THE PROPOSAL OF CITIZENSHEP FOR THE CHINMESE

MAL BEEM ATTATHKED BY THE CHINESE PRESS AS A BETRAYAL of THE LEADING
CHINESE BOLE In THE UNDERGROUND RESISTANCE MOVEMENT DURING THE WAR.
iHTLHHtEIAL FEELAIMG oM POLITICAL IS5UES HAS BUN HIGH AND HAS RESULTED
I NUMERous RIQOTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS BY BOTH MaLaY awD CHINESE GROUPS
A% IN Sram, EFFORTS To UNIFY CHINESE GRaUPs I Macaya wAYE BEEW
SPOGRSORED BY THE KuoMIsTanc AND CENTRAL GOVERMMENT AND ODIRECTED THAGUEH
LHAMESE ConsuLaR OFFICES. BECAULSE oF BHITISH RECOGNITION of THE
LENTRAL GOVERNMENT oF CHINA. BRITISH CONTHOL anp RESTRICTIoN oF KMT
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ACTIWITIES IW MALAYA 15 A DELICATE PROBLEM. LIKEWISE, BRITISH CONTROL
OvER CHINESE COMMUNISTS, WHO DOMENATE THE MALAYAN COMMUNIST PARTY. 1%
COMPLICATED BY THE PUBLIC RECOGMITION OM THE PART oF BRITISH AUTHORITIES
OF THE USEFUL ROLE ofF CHINESE COMMUNISTS 1M THE UNDERGROUND. STRONG
COMPETITION FOR MEMEERSHI|P AETWEEW KUOMINTANG AND COMMUNIST CHOUPS

CAN BE ANTICIFATED, HAMPER ING CHINESE UNITY AGAINST NATIVE HOSTILITY

AND WEARKEWING THE INFLUEMCE OF THE CHIMNESE CENTRAL GOVERMWSMENT M MaLaYa.,

NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES. SIMCE THE ORGANIZATION OF THE |NDONES | AN
REPUBLIC. THE POSITION OF CHINESE IN THE NE| MAS DETER|ORATED BRAPIDLY.
ALTHOUWGH CONSIDERABLE EFFORTS MAVE BEEN MADE BY THE REPUBLIC TO
FPROTECT THE CTHIMESE IN QRRER TO ENLIST THEIR SUPPORT, THE REPUBLIC"S
MILITARY FORCES ARE INSUFFICIENT TO PREVENT MOSTILE ACTS BY EXTREMIST
ELEMENTS WHOSE ANIMOSITY MAS BEENH DIRECTED AGAINST THE CHINESE BECAUSE
OF THE LONG-STANDING EXPLOITATION OF THE NATIVES BY CHINESE MOMEY-LENDERS
AND MIDDLEMEN, AND BECAUSE MAMY CHINESE WERE NEUTRAL IN THE STRUGGLE
BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC AND THE DUTCH. I AREAS wHERE DuTcH or REPUBLIC
CONTROL HAS BEEN WEAK, THESE ELEMENTS HAWE MADE SEVERAL ATTACKS,
CULMINATIMNG 1M THE MASSACRE OF SEVERAL HUNDRED CHINESE AT TAHGERANG IN
WESTERN JAVA,. EARLY 1M JUNE 1946, THE REACTION OF THE CHINESE GOVERM-
MENT T3 THIS INGFIDENT WAS IMMEDIATE AND SEVERE., THE CHINESE CoNsSuL
GEMERAL IN THE INDIES WAS RECALLED TO MNANKING AND THE CHINESE FOREIGN
QFFICE ANNODUNCED THAT THE DUTCHM AND IMDONESIANS "wOULD BE HELD JOINTLY
RESFONSIBLE FOR AMY DAMAGE To CHINESE LIVES AND PROPERTY" AND THAT THE
PROTECTION OF OVERSEAS CHIMESE INTERESTS WAS "OME OF THE MOST [MPORTAMT
TASK: OF THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT.® A CHINESE MI%%|0N HAS TOURED THE
NEl To OBSERVE THE CONDITIONS OF IT5 MATIONALS IN THE AREA AND TO
REM IND OYERSEAS CHINESE THAT THE CENTRAL SOYERNSMENT IS INTERESTED IN
THE IR WELFARE.

FHILIPPINES., I|W THE PHILIPPINES, THERE HAS BEEN STRONG PUELIC
FRESSURE, LED BY YIGORQUS ANTI-FOREIGN PRESS CAMPAIGNS, FOR GREATER
HESTRICTIONS ON RESIDENT ALYENS (OF WHOM THE CHINESE COMPRISE OVER
BO PERCENT). THIS PRESSURE MAS [NCREASED APPRECIABLY SINCE
INDEPENDENCE Davy, IN THE LAST REGULAR SESSI0N OF THE PHILIPPINE
CONGRESS, EMNDING IN SEPTEMBER, BILLS WERE EMERGETICALLY PUSHED.,
ALTHOUGH NOT PASSED, TO PLACE MORE STRINGENT REQUIREMENTS oNM
IMMIGRATION AND TO DOUBLE THE REQUIRED "COMTIMNUOUS RESIDENCE PERIOD"
FOR ALIENMS SEEKING FILIPING CETIPENSHIP., OTHER MEASURES BEFOBE THE
RECENT SESSION oOF COMGRESS RESTRICTED ALIEM LABOR AND BUSINESS
ACTIVITIES. ATTEMPTS BY THE PHILIiPPINE GOVERNMENT TO OFFER SOME
RESISTAMCE TO THE ANTI-FOREIGN TREND HAVE LED TO SHMARP PUBLIC CRITICISM.
THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT HAS MADE REPRESENTATIONS TO PRESIDENT RoXAs
DN CURRENT ANTI-CHINESE LEGISLATION (AND HAS EVEN MADE AM iLL«
COMCEALED EFFORT TO ENLIST US SUPPORT [N BEHALF OF CHENA), BUT
THESE REFRESENTATIONS WERE ANSWERED ©Y HOXAS oN B OCTDBER WITH THE
STATEMENT THAT THE PHMILIPPINE ADMINISTRAT |ON WAS "ACTUALLY RESTRAIN-
ING PUBLIC SENTIMENT AMD WOY¥IMG MUCH SLOWNER I8 THE BIRECTION OF ANTI-
CHIMESE MEASURES THAN PUBLIC OPIN1ON DEMANDED . FINALLY. THE CHINESE
MINODRITY QUESTION HAS BEEMN OME OF THE CHIEF STUMBLING-BLOCKS 1IN
PHILIPPINE.-CHINESE MEGOTIATIONS FoR A& TREATY OF AMITY, AMD FOE A
COMMERCIAL TREATY., AMITY TREATY DISCUSSIONS ARE BELIEVED To BE AT AN
TWRASSE | IN THE COMMERCIAL TREATY MEGOTIATIONS, THE CHMEINESE WERE

COMF TIAL
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COMPELLED TO WITHORAW THEIR INS|ISTENCE THAT ALIEN CHINESE BE ACCORDED
MNATIONAL TREATMEMT IN FILIPINO RETAIL TRADE ., THE PROPOSED COMMERC AL
TAEATY HAS REFPORTEDLY BEEN PARED DOWN To & SET OF VERY GENERAL PROV]S | ONE
"BEGGING THE ENTIRE QUESTIONM OF CHINESE IN THE PHILIPPINES' DOMESTIC
TRADE. "

INDO CHINA. IN INDO CHINA. THE PRESENCE OF CHINESE MATIONALIST
ARMIES IN THE MORTHERM, AND MOST MATIONALISTIC, AREA AFTER Ved Dy
PREVENTED ANY SIGHIFICANT AMTI-CHINESE ACTIVITY OM THE PART OF THE
HATIVE POPULATION, HOWEYER, THE CONDUCT OF CHINESE OCCUPY ING FORCES
AND THEFR EFFORTS TO INFLUEMCE DOMEST(C POLITICS THROUGH Two
KUDMINTANG-SPONSORED PARTIES, HAVE LEFT A LEGACY OF RESENTMENT AGA|INST
THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT IN THE NATIVE MIND. FREWCH AUTHORITIES HAVE
ALSO BEEN ANTAGONIIED BY THEIR EXPERIENCES WITH CHINESE MATIOMALIST
MILITARY CONTROL IH MNORTHERM INDO CHINA AMD THMEIR ALARM AT THE
GROWTH OF CHINESE COMMUNMIST ELEMENTS I8 THE STATE oF VIETNAM, AL-
THOUGH THE POSITION OF THE CHINESE POPULATION IN INDO CHINA AS REGARDS
TAXATION AND JUSTICE WAS GUARANTEED BY THE FRANCO-CHINESE TREATY OF
FEBRUARY 1946, T IS EXFECTED THAT NATIVE AND FRENCH DISLIKE WILL
MAKE |TSFLF DISTINCTLY FELT IN THE FUTURE.

CHINESE GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

IN 173 DEFEMSE OF OVERSEAS CHIMESE THROUGHOUT SOUTHEAST Agim,
THE CHINESE GOVERKMENT MAS A5 YET SHOWNH MO WELL-DEFIMNED POLICY. AUT
HAS QPERATED ON AN ‘AD HOC' BASIS. GENERALLY SPEAK ING, THINESE POL-
ICY |15 PRESEMTLY OM THE GFFENSFVE FOR CHIMESE MINOQRITY OBJECTIVES 1IN
S1aM anD MALAYA, AND OW THE DEFENSIVE 1M THE MNEIl. THE PHILIPPINES .
AND INDo CWinwa, GREATER EFFORTS BY THE KUOMINTANG TO UNIFY OVERSEARS
GROUPS THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF EMT ORGANIIATIONS CAN BE ENPECTED IN
THE FUTURE, wiTH CENTRAL GOVERNMENT POLICIES GISSEMINATED AND |M-
FLEMENTED AMONG OVERSEAS POPULATIONS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF CHINESE
DIPLOMATIC OFFICIALS AND WMILITARY ATTACHES. EXTEMSIVE PROPAGANDA
CAMFAIGHS, COUPLED WITH DEMANDS FOR THE EDUCATION OF CHINESE IN
OWERSEAS CMINESE SCHOOLS., CAM BE ANTICIPATED AS PART OF THE PLAN TO
STRESS CHINESE HOME TIES, CULTURAL AND DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS WILL
TOUR THE SOUTHEAST ASI|A AREAS, EMPHASIZING THE INTEREST OF THE CENTRAL
GOVERMMENT IN THE AFEAIRS AND WELL-BEING OF CHINFSE ABROAD, TeIS
FNTEREST WAS CLEARLY EXPRESSED IN AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT IN SEPTEMBER
1946, WHICH ANNOUNCED THAT CHMINA®S SYMPATHY FOR INDEPENDENCE
MOVEMENTS IN ALL COUNTRIES WOULD BE WITHORAWN [F THOSE MOYEMENTS
RESULTED IM ACTIONMS DETRIMENTAL TO OVERSEAS CHINESE.

FROBABLE FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

DESPITE DCCASIOMAL CHAPGES FROM THE PREESS IN SOUTHEASTERN
COUNTRIES THAT CHINA INTEWNDS TO USE ITS OVERSEAS MINORITIES AS
FIFTH COLUMM SPEARMEADS FOR EXPANSION. THERE 1% LITTLE COMCRETE

iCOMNFE TiAL
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EVIDENCE THAT WOULD REFUTE THE CENTRAL COYERNMENT "5 REPEATED PR -
NOUNCEMENTS THAT CHINA HAS MO TERRITOREAL AMBITIONS IN SOUTHEAST
A51a, THE MINORITIES, MEVERTHELESS, REPRESENT AN IMPORTANT TooL
THAT CHINA MIGHT USE [N EXTEMDING |TS ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL IN-
FLUENCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. CHINA'S EFFOATE TO MAINTAIN THE
INDEFENDENCE AND PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF OVERSEAS CHINESE, THERE.
FORE, WILL PROBABLY |[MCREASE. THESE EFFORTS, MOWEVER, W LL BE
VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED BY HATIONALISTIC GROUPS IN SOUTHEAST ASia AND
HINDERED BY CHINA'S INTERNAL CONFLICT AND [TS OYERSEAS COUNTERPART.
I'F UNILATERAL EFFORTS BY THE CHIMESE GoVERMMENT FAIL. THE QUESTION
OF CHINESE MINORITY RIGHTS IN SOUTHEAST ASI1A MAY BE PLACED BEFORE
THE UNITED MATIONS,
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