N

E-ASIA

http://e-asia.uoregon.edu



http://e-asia.uoregon.edu/

THE JAPANESE INVASION,
I THE PRELIMINARIES.

Great events do not spring into being in an instant. A
mighty movement or a new development in a nation or a
raze, is seldom if ever a Minerva, sprung full-armed from the
head of a Jove. Rather it is generally a growth, which for
a longer or shorter period has been nourished by time into exist-
ence, and which,assimilating into its structure events and im-
pulses, the mistakes, blunders and developments of national
life, at last appears on the stage of history to play its part.
This was true of the Revolution in France, of the Slave
Struggle in the United States, and a study of great movaments
among men will demonstrate it a principle of development.
The mighty invasion which swept like a tornado up the Penin-
sula of Chosun in 1592 and which promised to spread warand
desolation far over the Asiatic Continent, was neither the
child of a moment nor the creation of one man. Long be-
fore Hideyoshi turned it in the direction of Chosun it had
beeo gendering in the Island Empire of Japan. It was
the breaking forth of mighty energies, which, while’ they came
it such a terrible form, under different circumstances might
Jiave assumed a very different aspect.  To properly appreciate
the canses and course of the invasion a glance at Japaunese
history will be necessary.

From 1340 to about 1570 the Arhikaga family, under
that peculiar dual system which divided the government of
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the nation between the Emperor and his most powerful sub-
jecty virtually ruled Japan.—The history of the entire pe-
riod is ono uuending record of anarchy aud bloodshsd; ac-
tivity there was but it was the a:tivity of destruction.
“Fendal fights, border brawls, the scizure of lands, the rise
of great clans, the siege and destruction of castles were
staple evente.”¥ War was everywhere,— war without cause
and without purpose, tearing with fangs and claws at
the vitals of the nation, enrolling family against family, clan
acainst elan, class against class, teaching all professions,
cven the most sacred, to wield the sword and destroy human
life in furtherance of selfish ends.

As the years passed the black shadow settled deeper and
more dense. The years of war end feudal strife beeame
years of want, disease and lawlessness. The land, deprived
ot those who cultivated it, brought forth no incrense; fam-
ins cursed the natiou while pestilence raged amid warrior
ranks and fugitive howdes and slew them all alike.  Many
turned to outlawry and became thieves on Jand and water.
The latter class were especially notorious extending their
depredations far down the coast of the main land and to-
day therr name is a bugbear nsed by Chinese mothers to
discipling anruly children.  Neglect and lawlessness brought
the public morals to the lowest plane, prostitution pre-
vailed to a frightful degree, and religious duties neglected by
the priests were ignored by the people. “It is the potter’s
field where all the outcast Judases of the moralists le bui-
ied. By common consent it has become the limbo of the
playwrigcht and the scape-goet of chronology.”f

The lease ot lif to such conditiors is alweys limit-
ed.  Out of the shifting mists of this dark period we le-
hold three colussal figures emerge — Nolmuaga, Hideyoshi

“Grilhs Mikido's Enpire. T + Ivid.
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and Tyeyasu.  As the great fame of the last of this bril-
liaut trio lies just beyond the time of the invasion we
can only aceyrd hima passing notice.  Entering into and
sharing the fruits of the labors of his two predecessors
the glory of his fame transcends even the splendor of
his last resting place at the marvelous Nikko in northern
Japan.  Nobunaga and Hideyoshi were the incarnations
of a new spirit and a unew future for Japan. Warriors
themselves, thgy were in {mll g)‘ml:ath}' with the warring
spirit of the time, but gathering its energies and pcwers
under their personal control they directed them against all
opposition tu the central a.uthur‘ity and succeeded in estab-
lishing something like order. In this work the maguificent
Nobunaga fell and Hideyoshi managed to instail himself
as Nobunaga’s successor. (ifted with a versatility of genius
and favored with a carcer which constitute him a strikiug
parallel to that Eurcpean “Man of Destiny,” he entered
upen his diffienlt task with an ambitious heart. The year
1588 found the work of Hideyoshi— the pacification of
the land and the establishment of his own anthority— pret-
ty thoroughly done, while the power of arms through
which it was accomplished was still in its fullest develop-
ment and promised the most. Japan was a nation of veter.
ans without employment. And aside from the Taiko Hide-
voshi, probably few mep realized with as great ap apprecia-
tion, the mighty power of those tremendous cnergies
now lying inactive in Japan. Created by the power cof
arms, apparently the very embodiment of arms, he stood
Defore the nation as the custodian of its energies.

His was the obligation to find them employmeat; the pru-
dence in which he was so well skilled lay this upon him
if nothing more, for military inactivity very easily be-
comes fruitful of military insubordination and those armed
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Yosts might have fennd themselves employment not at all
in line with his plans. Hideyoshi as well as Nobunaga
might have found a treacherous Akechi among his gencrals.
And while various reasens have been assizned as the chief
caouse of the invasiony we have no hesitation in joining the
Chosunese historians in looking upon this as the prime cause,
viZ.,

1. The necessity the Tailo Hideyoshi was under to find
cinployment for a nation of soldicrs chafing wnder an en-
Jorced inactivity.

The second of the main causes of this invasion appears
equally palpable. Find his soldiers employment he mnst,
but where? that was tha question. It wus then he turned
to the dream of kis life, the conguest of China.

Often does it appear in the course of his carcer. Wo
are told that when Nolunaga sent him against the recal-
citrant Mori he -vomised him, if successful, a high winin-
istrative office. The young captain’s reply to his chiet
Wus—

“Divide the territory you would give me uwmong these
faithful captains who have followed you so long and so
well.  As for me let me but have the revenues of certain
piaces for a year and I shall be satisied. I will
build ships to transport my scldiers, invade, and conquer
Chosun, and with an army of Chosunese attack the Mings".
Again in the years when he had risen to his lofiy em-
invnce it is said that while resting in a temple containing
an image of the great hero loritomi, he patted the idol
ot the shoulder affectionately and said “You are my friend,
for we are the only two men who, with empty hands have
conquered all under the sky. Yet you are not as gread
as I ain, for while you came from noble stock, I have
sprung from the slave. And [ am determived to vbtain



14 THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

the Empire of the Mings; what thinkest thon of that 2”
"For,” adds the same narrative, “from the time he first
broached it on the eve of his departure against Mori, this
thought (of conquering the Mings) had never been lost
by the Taiko.” And when he beheld his war-worn veter-
ans fretting under the restraints of peaceful inactivity it
came back, not as a dream of young manhood, but as an
ambitions purpose possible of achievement. Everything
seemed to favor it; Japan was at peace; recalcitrant lords
had been brought back to fidelity; rebellion and outlawry
had been put down; his personal foes were protesting
friendship; in the death of an idolized child he had him-
self encountered a grief which he longed to forget in the
rush and clash of battle.

From these circumstances we are led to conclude that
the sccond of the causes leading to the invasion of Chosun
wagi—

2. The personal ambition of the Tailo Hideyoshi to
conquer China.

And’ before leaving  this we would call attention to the
fact that throughout the preliminaries and apparently until
the first reverse of the Japanese in Chosun, China was the
objective in all the Taiko’s plas. Chosun was to be but
an incident in the way. Peking, not Soul was the prize he
coveted. The Chinese, not the Chosunese were the ones for
whom Japancse swords were sharpened, and matchlock bul-
lets moulded, and the flower of Japaness chivalry enrolled.

To a man of the versatility of Hrdeyoshi the opportunity
was not long wanting to begin the execution of his desigi.
The circumstances wereas follows: Soon after the fonnding of
the present Chosnness dynasty (1392) a treaty had been made
between Japan and Chosun under the terms of which au ocen-
sional exchange of ambassadors had wken pilace. This treaty
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was very unpopular in Chosun for the people had never ceasal
to regard their warlike neighbors as little better than savages.
After one hundred years (about 1500) an agitation had Leen
raised by the Chinese statesman Shin Siuk Chu which led
to an abrogation of the treaty by Chosun and the ambassa-
dorial visits were discontinued. This failure to accrodit
envoys and to send what Chosun called “a present” but whicl,
was received by Japan as “tribute”, could not but offend tho
Japanese, and Hi'du.yoshi found in it just the pretext Lo
needed to open negotiations with his neighbors. An embassy
was determined upon, and Yashuhiro, a Tsushima man, was
appointed its chief. But before following the envoy to his des-
iination let us glance at the nation to which he was accredited.

Two hundred years had passed since the old, corrupt gov-
ernment of Korea had been overthrown and the Yi dynasty,
ascending the Throne had restored to tho land its an-
cient name—Chosun. A profound peace reigned through-
out the land; fur several generations no war had called
the people from a quict life to the rough activity of
the camp. The main spice of Chosunese existence was
the disputatious character of the schools, whose quarrels
culminated soon after the invasion, in the dispute whicl
gave to the nation the Noron and Boron sects in politics,
which with their minor bravches, the Namin and Pukin
form the main political parties of totlay. It was a period
of much yrosperity. Tle years of peace which followed
the overthrow of the Korean dynasty, had given the na-
tion an opportunity to recover frum the convulsions which
attended that event. Populous cities were numerous and
arts and manufactures were in a high state of develop-
nment though a decline appeared about to set in.  Wealth
however had enervated the people.  They had sunk deeper
and decper into a lethargic state of existence, and moral
yuin was substituted for moral chaacter.  Swrounded Ly
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luxury the nobles gave themselves np to riotous living; the
rich dissipated great fortunes in pleasure; the lower classes
as far ag possible emulated “their betters” The chronicles
of the time alound in descriptions of feasts and merrymakings;
of theatrical and acrobatic exhibitions in which, like in de-
clining Rome the actors were often from the highest in the
land; of wine, excess and debauchery.

Martial vigor had disappeared and an impotent effemin-
acy taken its place. The national army was enrolled as one
milllon of men,—now famous in mnative chrounicles as “the
Army on paper,”— a description which enabies us to uu-
derstand the terror and dread which seized all hearts wheu
the news of that terrible hest at Fusan became known, and
they fled before its onward march like the scurrying of au-
tumn leaves before November blasts. Neither in palace nor
in hovel was there the manhood which could stand before a
-determined foe, while of all men, those who frequented the
woyal court were the last to cross swords with the veterans
of the Taiko.

G. Heper Joxes.
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1I. DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS.

Sucn was the nation to which Yashuhiro was aceredited.
Yashuhiro's instructions were to demand a restoration of the in-
tercourse and relations which had formerly existel between the
two nations. There is no explicit statement of the purpose of
the Taiko in these diplomatic negotiatieus, but from the conduct
and instructions of his envoys it appears that he hoped to induce
Chuosun by persussivn or threats to join him against China.

Yashuhiro reachad Chosun in 1588. A rough warrior of the
fiercest type he was hardly the man for a diplomatic mission.
He was botter acquainfed with ths etinette of the camp than
that of the Conrt: he conld have earved his way into the palace
at the head of his clansmen, but win his way in by his wis
as a diplomat—never. Familiar with the stirring sceucs of life
under Hideyoshi’s gourd banner, accustomed to strike fricnd-
ghip with men who wore iron instexd of cotton and silk, he
could not but view with the air of a disgusted superior the
effominate Chosunese, while they on their part could not wndor-
stand this rough, harsh man who cared neither for feasting, ~ine,
nor pleasire and who answered exactly to their idea of a bar-
barian. Many as were the difficultics which beset his mission,
tact and skill might have been snceessful; but by boorishness
and discourtesy he not only defeated his own mission but =0
ensnarled everything that,it any possibility had existed of indue-
ing Chosun to join Jupan, it was forever lost.  Ile was debarved
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the presence of His Majesty and after a tedious dclay was given
a masage to Hideyoshi stating that as “Chosun was unfamiliar
with sca roads, an cmbassy could not be appointed {or they
would not be able to find the way to Japan™.

Returned to Japan, his report only incensed his iwperious
master; whether becanss of rage that Chosun should {hus
covertly defy him, or actunl suspicion that Yashulivo lod
proved traiterous Ilileyushi charged the grim warior with
having betrayed him to the Peninsular authorities and caused
liim and his family to Le put to deth.  Thus exded in a
tragedy ths first of the diplomatic pegotiations.

The yoear 1580 brought a sccond embassy from Hidey shi
to Chosun. It wascomposod of Yeshitoshi, another Tsushima
noble, Gensho, o Buddhist privst and Taimno Tsuginobun.  The
diflicultics they had to encounter wer2 many and embarrassing.
The coming of Yashuhiro had ercated a division in ther oyal
Jouncil which hopelesly bewildered (hat body until it was
broken up by flight from Soul, and this division in no wise
Lenefitted Japan.  The cavoys however were received with
great courtesy and hospitulity and quartered at the Nam Piul
Koung, a palace still used for ambassadors and which was lusg
oecupied by the special Chines2 envoy of 1500,

They were not admitted to the presence of the king, and
Clusun’s reply alter the wrofuse hospitaiitics was: “Rotivn to
us the vile erimivals who bave found a rafrge trom Chosuness
justice in Jupan aud we wili corsider your proposals”.  The
Jupamese reply was “We'lldo i, and as fast as wind and wave
could carry him Taimno sped back to Jupan and laying
lands on every Chosunese he could find brought back 1464
men,— 160 Chosunese and four Japanese, notorious pivstes on the
T'eninsula coast.  The Closunese were astonishad, but the Ja-
panese had caught them. The King himsf sentenced the men
thus strangely brought into his power, and it was at their trial
that the Japauese envoys for the firse thwe cutered the royad
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presence. Things were better from that time, and at last the
Chosunese announced that an embassy would be appointed, and
the Japanese, presenting His Majesty with some pea fowl and
gome guns returned to Japan, This was the introduction of
fire-arms into Chosun, and the guns of today are still modelled
from those presents received three hundred years ago.

In April 1590 the Chosuncse embassy was appointed. Tt
consisted of Whoan Yun Kil, Kim Sinng 111, and Hé Sungi,
a most unfortunate company, hopelessly divided in itself, ard
continually quarreling in the face of difficultics which should
have united them as one man. They arrived in Japan at
an unfortunate time, for their great host wasaway in the
north “yutting down opposition” and they were compelled
to wait five months hefore they could see him. During this
period they met with some rude treatment fiom their soldier-
entertainers, and their report of their stay in Japan is a
mixture of doleful wail ard savage remonstrance. They at last
veceived the famous letter of Hideyoshi in which he demand-
ed Chosun’s alliance against China, and after much remon-
strance and several efforts to have such an insulting (to the
Chosunese) suggestion expurgated, it was accepted through the
weakness of the senior member of the embassy, and brought
to Soul. A bomb exploded in the midst of the royal apart-
ments could not have occasioned more consternation.

Hideyoshi followed his letter with another embassy, com-
posed of Tairana and Gensha, They reached Chosun in the leap
month of 1591 and the former cordiality and hospitality was
even surpassed, though this only hid the perplexiy and un-
friendliness of the Chosunese. They demanded Chosun's answer
to Hideyoshi’s letter and were given a letter of rebuke for
his audacious suggestion of war with China. In this letter
His Majesty said:

“China ever welcomes Chosun as though they were one
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nation, and whenever difficulties have arisen, mutual assistance
has secured a settlement. We are as the family of one house,
esteeming each other as father and son. And this must be
known in Japan, for it is known throughout the world.”*
This letter determined the Taiko. His troops would march
via Choesun, and teach the haughty authorities of the Peninsula
a lesson by the way. A stern letter of denunciafion was writ-
ten and So Yoshichika commissioned to deliver it. ¥ He came
as far as Fusan, where he handed it to the local authorities
who forwarded it to Soul. Tt was totaily ignored, possibly be-
cause the envoy failed todeliver it in person. After waiting
a reasonable length of time for an answer he commanded all
Japanese to return home and departed himself. Thus ended
the diplomatic negotiations.

Let us now mnotice briefly negotiations in another di-
rection. Conservative counsels had prevailed in the Royal
Cabinet at Soul, and it was decided to await further develop-
ments before saying auything to China of this ambitious
project of Japan. However the Tribute-bearer was come
manded to drop a hint in Peking that Japan had some
yroject on hand.  And it was well such an order was given
for just assoon as he crossed into (Jhinese territory he found
himself in an unpleasant position. It seems that soon after the
departure of Yoshuhiro for Chosun, an embassy from the Liu
KiuIslandsarrived in Kioto with tribute. Hideyoshi command-
c¢d them to advertise the prowess of his arms in China and
to advocate a peaceable concession of any demands he might
make. The Lin Kiuans did so and succeeded in arousing
China’s suspicion of the Peninsula. Quick to grasp the situation
the Tribute-bearer, Ilan, announced that he had a special
message concerning the whole matter.  What he told the
Chinese we do not know. We next hear of him as special
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Ambassudor to Peking to announce that Japan proposed to
invade China and had invited Chosuncse co-operation.  Ar-
rived in Peking, so great was the interest feltin his message
that he was invited into the Imperial presence that he might
deliver it direct to the Emperor. This was the first time that
a Chosunese envoy had been granted an Imyperial wudience,
and Chosun felt so honored that a specinl embassy was
commissioned to thank lis Tmperial Majesty for his kind
fuvor and to give him in detai! an account of the mutrer
irom its nception until that present time. Thus was estab-
lished, the historians tell us, the custom of receiving the
Chosunese envoys in Tmperial audience at Peking.

Geo. Heser JoNES,
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III. THE INVASION.

'TrE message of Hideyoshi brought by Yoshitoshi to Fusan,
was more than an insolent reply to Korea; like the Pequot’s
snake skin of arrows, it was the anneuncement of a serious pur-
pose. Upon the return of his final envoy Hideyoshi pushed
with vigor the preparations for the invasion. Everything
necessary to the success of the project was provided in lavish
abundance. In December 1591 maps of the various provinces
of Chosun were distributed among the various commanders to
study, and in this is the source, probably, of the Chosunese
tradition which declares that eight high officers of the Taiko s
army were sent to Chosun to spy out the land. They are said
to have spent two yearsin their work, during which they trav-
elled the length and breadth of the land in disguise of Bud-
dhist priests, visiting every city and hamlet on the peninsula.

The efforts of Hideyoshi resulted in the assembling at
Nagoya, of an army of conquest, which was one of the most
maguificent ever assembled on Asiatic shores. In prowess, in
courage, in fame, it was unexcelled. It consisted of eight divi-
sions, commanded as follows—

First Division = Katé Kiomasu.®
Second = Konishi Yukinaga.}
Third = Otomi Kiken.f
Fourth = Shimadsu Yoshihiro.§
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Fifth Division = Fakushima Masanori. *
Sixth ” = Hachisuka Yyemasu. T
Seventh = Kobaya Kawa Takakaga. }
Eighth  ,, = Mori Terumoto. §

In addition to these there was a floet composed of in-
numerable transports and war junks and divided into four di-
visions or, more properly speaking, fleets. The total strength of
these forces as given by the Kwai Shi was—

(1) The Eight Divisions and the Naval Contingent ... 150,000
(2) The Reserve Corps 60,000
(3) “ The Old Guard,” Taiké’s personal Command ... 100,000

Tothl cci woe wos wee wes 320000

Thus the war-cloud gathered, and Chosun, hardly awake
to the terrible danger, yet conscious of a strange dread hereto-
fore unknown thought it well to look to her defenses.

Generals Shin Ip|| and Yi Irif were commissioned upon
a tour of inspection, but how little the Chosunese appreciated
the possibilities of the invasion is evidenced by the conclusions
of the Beard of Coast Defenses. That august body after due
deliberation evolved the following :—

“The Japanese are great fighters on the sea but indif-
ferent upon the land ; therefore let the cities and fortifications
in the south be strengthened, and the issue if possible forced off
the sea on to the land.”

These conclusions were to a certain extent justified by
Chosun’s experience with the pirates who hud so long ravaged
her coasts, but no one scemed wise enough to recognise that
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Japan wag now preparing for a land fight, and not a naval
contest. And the result proved the exact opposite of the
Chosunese conclusions; their greatest record was made on the
seas while the Japanese simply swept everything before them
on land until they were met by the troops of the Mings.

The plan of Hideyoshi was to command in person, and if
he had, it is possible the map of Asin might have read different-
ly to-day, tor he was too old a warrior to be led into some of
the mistakes of his subordinate commanders. But from this he
was dissuaded by friends who feared the consequences when
another than his strong hand guided the helm of the ship of
Japanese state.  His increasing years also bade him heed their
counsel, The Advance was placed under the joint command of
Katd Kiomasu and Konishi Yukinaga and they were ordered to
make all possible haste in reaching the mainland.

While other Generals, as Hideie, Kuroda and Nabeshima
came into prominence during the invasion, the two great namcs
on the Japanese side are Kato and Konishi—names which aill
live in the Chosuncse mind as long as & memory of the inva-
sion lasts. Katd they hated for his cruelty and ferocity, while
for Konishi, while they dreaded him as a foe, and almost exe-
crate his memory for the untold disaster he bronght on them,
there secms to underlie their characterizations of him a strain
of admiration excifed undoubtedly by his youth, his genius and
his contempt for Kato.

These two men enjoyed, one the honor and the other the
love of the old Taikd, and into their hands he entrusted the
vanguard of this darling project of his heart. This choice how-
ever was hardly a fortunate one; with widely divergent tastes
wind characters, the dislike of these two men for each other was
intensified into jealousy and hate by the complications of their
joiut responsibilitics. And to the rivalry of these two men
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must be attributed the failure of the Japanese to get north of
Pyong Yang,® for from the time they landed in Chosuu,
instead ot fighting together and for a common success they
fought independently and for personal glory.

After a review by Hideyoshi the mighty host embavked for
the mainland, the great majority of them to leave their bones
in foreign soil. They took the old route for Ifusau, so as to
land at the south end and make a clean sweep up the Peninsula;
they soon met with adverse winds however and were compglled
to seek the shelter of some islands. Here they were detained
ten days, when the wind changing, the order came to embark
on the morrow. Konpishi immediately determined to outwit
Kato, and instructing his subordinates well beforehand, man-
aged to set sail that night withont alarming his senior. In the
morning his flight was discovered and immediate pursuit order-
ed ; but it was too late, the wind soon changed again and Kato
was obliged to remain in the shelter of the islands with the
galling consciousness that his rival, whom he contemned as
“a boy” would carry off the honors of landing first.

Konishi made the most of his opportunity, and managed
to reach the mainland, in spite of the fickle winds. The local
Mandarin at Fusan was out hunting at the time and there in
the distance like an immense flock of gigantic swans he beheld
the ships of Konishi. Full well he knew what it meant and
hastening home he sunk all the shipping in the harbor and re-
tired within the walls of the little town which may be still
seen to the right of the present Japanese settlement,

Under the cover of a fog Konishi reached land, and in
spite of sunken junks effected a landing. It was midnight of the
13th of the Fourth Moon 1592 :f at daybreak the little town
was attacked and after a short resistance captured and put to
the sword.

A Yt ERWATIZA
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Spurred on by the thought that Kaib was just behind,and
flushed with the easy success at Fusan, Konishi determined to
push on immediately. Dispatching forces fo the west against
the important towns of Kim Hai® and Saw Baing,{ he
himself took the main road up the Peninsula capturing in
rapid succession Tongnaii Yangsan§ and Miriang| From
these places small detachments were sent in different direc-
tions fo capture various places, and this measure followed
to a certain extent by both Katd and Konishi serms to have
been the rock upon which the main purpose of the invasion
was wrecked. The magnificent armies which landed at Fusan,
and which united might have cut their way to the very gates
of Peking, spread out in fan shape as they marched north dis-
sipating their strength and energy in a mere effort to destroy.

Four days after Konishi’s landing Katdé reached Fusan
and great was his chagrin to find that “the boy ™ was already
away to the north on the road to Soul. Angrily disdaining ta
follow and possibly hoping to leave Konishi in a strait by fail-
ing to support him, he took the road up the east coast. For-
tune however favored Konishi again, for on the landing of the
main army, Hideie who was in chief command, fearing for
the Taikd’s young favorite dispatched a large force under
Kuroda to reinforce him.

Inspite of the unconscious suspense with which the Chosun-
ese had awaited the coming of the Japanese, the blow when it
did come, fell like a thunderbolt from a clear sky. The news
spread like wild-fire; on the 17th, three deys after the fall of
Fusan His Majesty had full particulars in Sonl, and from that
time news of disaster reached the Government almost daily.
Some measures were inaugurated to oppose the oncoming foe,
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but they were so ridicuiously inadequate they appéar simply
farcical. After a fatal delay a force of 4,000 men under
General Yi Iri started south; these were soon followed by
another force of equal paucity in numbers under General Shin
Ip. Seven or eight thousand coolies and farmers to oppose one
hundred and fifty thousand trajned warriors! In the invaded
province, Kyong Sang #, the Governor issued a Call to Arms,
while King Sunjo at Stul published & Proclamation on the
19th abolishing the law of Precedence snd calling upon all
classes without distinction to take up arms against the enemy.

Konishi during this time was coming up the Peninsula at
double quick. Chungdof, Taiku}, Indong§, Sunsan ||, and
Sangchu ¥ fell in rapid succession before him. His sudden
and rapid successes so demoralized the people that they
had no time to collect their wits, let alone rally to resist.
Whenever they did make a stand it was due to being caught
without the possibility of flight, and then they fought as any
people wonld fight who knew that their leaders were in craven
flight and their enemies bent on their destruction. The
cowardice and lack of patriotism of the official classes during
the first few months of the invasion were disgraceful in the
extreme. The examples of bravery and patriotism among them
were conspicuous because of their infrequency. The demorali-
zation of the ruling classes is evidenced by the Proclamation of
Governor Kin of the Kyong Sang Province issued immediately
after his Call to Arms. In it he told the people to take
care of themselves, and advised all who could do so to flee *“ ta
the mountains,”
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THE JAPANESE INVASION.
IV. THE ROYAEL FLIGHT.

Konigul met the forces sent from Soul nnder Geyeral ¥i Iri
to vppose him, on the 26th of the fourth Moeon 1592 at theciry
of Sang Chu. ¥ A great nnmber of refugees had songht safery
within the walls of this city and augmented by the troops”
from Soul there were thousands within the walls to detend
them. Konishi however routed them easily and inflictod teryi-
ble punishment upon the city when it fell into his hands. Gen-
eral Yi managed to escape and was compelled to flee to the
North unaccompanied. By mountain paths and by roads he man-
aged to reach the famous “ Bird's Flight Pass,”} and among th
defiles of the mighty Choriong? he found the forces nnlir
General Shin Ip.

In the meantime the news of his defeat had reached Soul
and an immediate exodus from the Capital began. s early as
the 218t | one week after the fall of Fasan the Court had enter-
fuined the thought of flight, but had contented iselt with simple
preliminary preparations.  On the 28th the determination was
reached to go, and the second son of His Majesty, the Kwing
Hai Prince Huni§ was declared Crown Prince with the usual
formal eeremonies, in order to insure a legal suecession to o
throne.

s ﬁlﬂm }’J‘%} I The Chinese name of the Bivd's Flight Pass
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These measures for the royal flight however were not viewed
with universal favor and provoked some remonstrance. The
Minister President of the Board of Civil Affuirs® openly alleged
the demoralizing effect of the news of His Majesty's deter-
mination and pleaded for a bolder frent. He even went so far
as to advocate the employment of ten gentlemen of thescholar
class,t who offered themselves to the Government for the purpose
of assassinating the higher officers of the Japanese Army. To
the credit of His Majesty the suggestion was promptly rejected.

Favorable as the defiles of the great Choriong were for a
stand against the foe the Chosunese determined to abandon it
and mass their troops at the city of Choung Chi} Accordingly
Shin Ip marched westerly, into the provinee of Choung (Chung, §
and took up a position near the proposed city with the foe in
tront and a river at his rear.  Kouishi approached him in two
columns, and by a flank movement caught him in a trap from
which there was no possible escape but by the river. At the
first onslanght the Chosuncse were driven into this river which
was soon covered with the floating bodies of dead natives. The
slaughter among the Chosunese was frightful; the force was
almost entirely anvibifated, Shin Ip paying for his stupid gen-
eralship with Lis life.

All this time Kato was sweeping up the east coast like a
hesom of destruction.  Lverywhers the pe ple wore put to the
sword. At the old city of Kyong Chuljonce the capital of the
proud little Kingdom of Sinva 9] an attempt was made to op-
pose him: in punishment Lie not ouly put the people to the sword
but ordered thecity set on fire. From here he turaed to the north-
Wt'st marching rapidly for the great Choriong, and marking his
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way by smoking towns, and slanghtered thousands left unburied
to be interred by kites, cagles, and carrion of every species.
Reaching the town of Choung Chu on the northern slopes of
the Choriong he there met Konishi, for the first time since he
had so cleverly given him the slip. They went into council,
but their jealousy and mutual distrust soon crept out. Kato
demanded the exclusive honor of capturing Soul, to which
Konishi would not consent.  And so bitter did the altercation
become that they were only prevented from coming to blows by
the interference of their colleagues.® Their final agreement was
that as there were two roads leading to Soul Kato should have
the first choice of these, He selected the one approaching Soul
from the south, which though rougher than the other and lead-
ing into the defenses of the Han River{ was said to be shorter
than the other, which approached Séul by the Yong Naruf
fords and the East Gate. Here they parted, Konishi however
taking the precaution of sending some of his men in disgunise
ahead of Kato to destroy the boats along the Han and thus
delay him in crossing.

The news of the fall of Choung Chu reached Béul on the
29th and though the enemy was still one hundred miles away
the royal flight to the north was settled and occurred the
next night.  The determination soon became known in the city
and occasioned an uproar among the already depleted populace,
and a further esodus was inaugurated; palace servants and
clerks fled in dismay, and “the palace became as silent as a
tomh ;" soldiers on the city walls bribed their officers to let them
desert, and it seemed as though Soul would be left without
either inhabitant or defender.

The royal flight occurred at midnight of the 30th, in the
midst of a storm which raged as though in league with the foe.

CHAME ey EEvE




150 THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

Thesight was a sad one; a handful of men gnarding the Tablets
supposed to contain the royal shades of Chosun; His Majesty
with a few trusty men; the Crown Prince ; and the Queen last sur-
rounded by about twenty of her Court attendants and guided
by two trusty nobles. Oa they plunged through the darkness and
rain as though Konishi were already at their heels ali that
night and the next day, ignoring the pitiless storm and hardly
pansing long enough to take food. The next night they cross-
ed the Tmchin River,® the swollen and rapid waters of which
were lit up by the red rays of a huge fire on the bluffs above,
the country about having been scoured for oil to feed its flames.
This spot is now marked by a pavilion which in summer looks
down upon an enchantir g scene.

Early on the 2nd. of the fifth Moon they entered the old city
of Songdo , Capital of the former Kinglom of Korai}. Paus-
ing here two days, the flight was contivued in a more orderly
manner until the town of Keum Kyo Yok § was reached, where
hearing news of the fall of Soul the flicht was quickened into a
dead run for thecity of Pying Yang. The King reaclied Pying
Yang on the Sth. of the fifth Moon, and was met some distance
out by the Governor of the province who came out to neet him
with 3000 troops to escort him with hounor into the ancient
city. Here he established himself for a time, hoping he would
have to go no further, but determined fo push on if necessary
across the Yalco| into China and to throw himself ou the
mercy of Peking.

Glad to bid farewell to his bitterly hated but fortune-
favored rival, Kato abated for a time the destructiveness of his
march and pushed on with all possible speed determined to
make sure of the Soul. But Konishi’s men had done their
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work well, and the absence of bhoats resulted in a delay his
temper could ill brook at that time. It was remadied after a
time and crossing, a camp of Coreans which, in spite of the
desertion of their commander Kim Mying Wun*® had awaited
his coming were soon routed. He pushed on to the Great South
Gate,—only to find it wide open with Konishi's ensign floating
from the topand Konishi’s men awaiting to welcome him. “ The
boy” had once more borne off the prize; Stul had fallen into
Konishi’s hands on the day before, the 3d. of the fifth Moon,
1592.

The Japanese march on Soul was almost unopposed.  The
two chiefs left in charge of the walls I<im Myong Wun, who
after he had proven himself'a craven at the Han had been thug
honored by the King, and Yi Yang Wun{ fled almost as soon
as the royal party in its flight had left the West Gate. The
great city proved the easiest as well as the greatest prize Konishi
took during the war.  For ten days the Japanese straggled into
Soul and here the Commander in Chief, Hideyei took up his
headquarters in the Ancestral Tablet Temple § of the royal fami-
ly. The royal palace and many of the larger edifices of the
city were destroyed.  Troops were garrisoned in several of the
public bnildings and many were quartered upon tie people.
A provisionul Government was set up, and as many of the people
as so wished were permitted to return to their homes inside the
walls; allingress to and egress from the city was by written
passes fron the Japanese headquarters.  All eriminals and trans-
gressors were burned to death in front of the *Great Bell”§ and
great numbers of the Chosunese met this fate.  This however
did not prevent many from returning to their homes inside the

walls where they were ah e to engage in iuvmtwu tmdu w:th the
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Japanese, and were soon on friendly terms with them. MHideie
remained but a short time in the magnificent parks and build-
ings of the Ancestral Temple; for some reuson he suddenly
changed to the Nam Pyil Kung,* the palace which had enter-
tained the Japanese Envoys and still remains for the use of
Ambassadors Extraordinary, when such appear. The ancestral
termples were sut on fire and soon, to the sorrow of the Chosunese
their Chong Mio was a heap ot aghes.

Ggo, Hener Joves.
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THE JAPANESE INVASION.
V. THE FALL OF PYONGVYANG.

In following the rapid course of Konishi, who was literally
the head and front of the invasior, we have been compelled
to leave unnoticed other and important operations. At this
time it was evident that the original plan of Hideyashi to simply
cut his way through Chosun to China was virtually aban-
doned by the commanders on the peninsula, and a determined
effort inaugurated to completely subjugate the country. This
work was rapidly caried on in the south and soon all the im-
portant places in the provinces of Chulla®, Choungchungt and
Kangwun }, were in Japanese hands while in the province of
Kyongsang every town except five was held by them.

From Séul Hideie pushed this work of subjugation; troops
were despatched in various directions almost daily and though
the Chosunese sometimes risked a stand, victory with one ex-
ception always perched on the ensigns of the foe. The ex-
ception was as follows. After the rout resulting from the at-
tempt to oppose Kato in crossing the Han a subordinate chief
named Shin Kak || coilected a body of troops and occupied with
them a strong position at Yangchu¥, near Soul. A detach-
ment was sent against them, but strong in the natural advan-
tages of their position, and animated by the skill and courage
of their commander they held their position until the Japanese
wearied and weakened were about to withdraw. Then Shin
ordered a charge before which the Japanese broke and fled.
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This was the first victory of any kind won by the Chosunese
up to this time. The sequel however well illustrates the time
and nation. Kim Mydéng Wun, the craven who had fled from
the Han, and deserted Soul without striking a blow in its
defense, was Shin Kak’s superior. Upon news of the victory,
he sent off post-haste denouncing Shin to [1is Majesty as having
disobeyed orders in failing to report at the Imchin River and
having instead taken the position at Yangehu, and demanded
his execution. All too hastily came the royal command to de-
capitate Shin Kak, and a special officer being despatched for that
purpose the sentence was carried out in the first Chosunese camyp
1o rejoice over a victory won from the Japanese.

Firmly established in Soéul the Japanese were reinforced
by the arrival of the reserve of 60,000 men from Japan. The
Chosunese had entrenched themselves along the banks of the T
chin River about thirty-five miles from Soul, and regarding it
as the key to the wholesituation in the north, they made prepara-
tions for a vigorous defense, determining to hold it at any cost.
But here again the shoc-string backbone of the commanding
general brought disaster upon the native arms. Kim Myongs
Wun in command here, repeated the tactics which had disgraced
him at the Han River and at Soul, and which seemed to be his
main idea of fighting, He cowardly deserted his men at the
first approach of the en:my and fled, leaving them to fight i
out as best they could.

The position was attacked by tae united forces of Konishi,
Kato and Kuroda, and though the Chesunese fought with
valor that was nolle, after a mighty battle the line of defenses
was broken, the native troops routed with terrible slanghter
and the whole north lay at the mercy of the Japanese. Here
again Kuato and Konishi had a quarrel about following the
royal fugitive. The thres ganerals drow lots as to their des-
tination, with the result that Kato found himself ordered intu
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the  pertieast provines of  Humsyong®, Kuroda  inte the
Whonnelad grovinee . while fortune azain smiled on Konishi
aned s Mojesty Sunjo if
b conhl vacch him Kato immediately wmuched into Hame-

giving him the Pyowran provinee $
kronw and fornd the people redy to make any terms with him,
Not only bl the fame of hig ernel resoluteness filled thens
with dvead, bt the cowardice aud venality ot their rulers had so
cbitiersd the people against them that they joined the enemy
in hinting thew ont, It wonld only be natural that in the
ciergeney of the country all practice of extortion and oppres-
sion wonhd cease; on the contrary the retinue of the two royal
privees whe ted into this provinee used the people so hadly
tuey felt that even the invaders could hardly use them worse,
Thinis the minds ot the people were alicnated and the history
wt Wato™ aperations in this provinee made possible.

On the frst approach of the Japanese the governor of the
provinve Hed into the mountaing; his own troops immoediately
started i puvsait, and eapturing him, delivered him over w
Kato. The commander-in-chief of the provinee sought satety at
Kapany with a few followers; the rough mountai ors how-
ever drove the party into the swamps and killing his followers,
decapitated him and the losal Mandarin and bronght their
hsds to Kato, The two roval prinees Imhai | and Soonwha &
thed north before this treason, It were eaptured in the deliles
of the great Maclul Youg Pass(a)®, mached south and surren-
‘dered to Kato, Thus treason betrayed many rich prizes iuto
Kato's hand ; his battles wers few, and the subjugation of the

provioce accomplished in a short time.
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King Sunjo at Pyongyang was in sorc straits, thongh not en-
tirely hopeless, for he had implored aid frow his mighty neigh-
hor China, which however was very slow in coming, while every
hour seemed to bring the foe nearer.  On the 19th. of the fifth
Moon news reached him of the failure of the Imchin defenses,
anid the rapid spread of the foe thronghout the north.  "There
seerned but one course open for him, the abandonment of Pyong-
yang for the present and the continuation of the royal flight on
fo the frontier city of Wechu®. e determined to wait until
the last moment however before doing this and it was not un-
til the Sth. of the sixth Moon that the start was at tempted ; the
guard with the Ancestial Tablets was commanded to move on
that duy. The populace of Pyongyang, noted even today above
that of every other city in the realm for its lawless and riotous
chiracter, viewed with extreme disfavor this furthar flight and
attacked with vigor the Tablet Guard.  An uproar followed and
though the Guard fought its way out of the city, it wassome time
betore guict was restored.  His Majesty did not leave until the
ILlth. when no demonstration was attempted; he did not forget
that experience however as we shall see lateron. A week later,
on the ISth., whileat the mountainons little city of Kwaksant
his heart was gladdened by the arrival of the first aid from
China, aforee of 1000 men, whom he decided to keep with him-
selfas his porsonal body-gnard. He entered Wechu on the 23rd.
of the sixth Moon 1502, with the sad foreboding that if he
ever crossed that reach of white sand just beyond its walls, and
the pewceful viver warking the boundary between his own little
readm and that of the mighty empire beyond, it would never
be Lis fate to enter Séul again. The old city was deserted,
“oeven the dogs baving fled,” the voyal party was quartered
in the Manduwrin's palace, and sacrifices were mdered offered in
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various perta of the city to propitiate the supernatural powers.

Konishi, eager to lay hands on the royal prize so near to
his ciutch, yet fearing a most det:rmined resistance, pushed
along the ronte of the royal flight. Strong datachments were
left at Songdo ®, Paikchun § and Pongsan{ as centers to fall
back upon in case of defeatat the walls of Pyongyang. Forced
warches ai lass brought him with a strong furce to the bank
of the Taitong River§ which washes the walle of the city, a
mighty mozt.  Here the opposing forces watched cach other for
several days, the quiet relieved only by a night-surprise in which
400 Chosunese came across the river and feil upon one of the
Supmnese canips; so successful was the attack that they com-
pletely annihilated the Japanese and were proceoding to the
next carav when they were met and routcd by a force urder
the formes envoy Yoshitoshi, It was daybreuk by this time
and the Chosnnese boatmen puttling off left their corarades in
the lurch.  Some fled to the fords, and the Japanese found at
Tast the scerat of approach to the city. That morning Konishi
startd acress; no arrows greeted his coming, no war-cry sounded
within ; the city zate was wide open and he suspected an wmbush.
But it wes necless anxiety. The Chosunese commanders had
elrenc + flod afrer destroying what supplies and munitions of
war they could. Konishi entered Pyéngyang on the 16th. of the
sixth Moon, an immense amount of booty falling into his hands,
among othor things 100,000 bags of rice  He despatched post-
haste o 8oul calling for rally at Pyongyang and an immedi-
wte narch west, on into China.

Bui 2 clond v as already looming up in the south which
filled th Japanese authorities at Séul with anxiety. On the
peas nothive but disaster met them. The obseure officixl
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Yi Soun Sin ¥, appointed just previous to the invasion to a smail
office on the coast, had developed into a naval commander uu-
matched in fighting qualities by avy commander in the Japan-
ese fleets. In his first battle he engaged and destroyed a large
fleet of the Japanese who report their losses at 9000 men siain.
From this time hevigorously attacked the Japanese wherever
Le found them, and aided by his famous “Tortoise Boat™ a
prototype of the ““ Monitor” of the American Rebcllion, he
literally swept them off the coast waters of the peninsula. On
one occasion he recovered the spoil of the royal palaces at
Soul, which was being conveyed to Japan. Hundreds of shivs
were destroyed by him and thonsands of the enemy slain, for
he made no prisoners. One of his battles ranks among the
three greatest of the year 1592.
Avother cause for anxiety was the uprising of pative volunteers,
and already the Japanese had been called upon to oppose two
determined attempts to recapture Sonl. The only good news
was from the north where we have seen how both Konishi and
Kato were sweeping everything betore them. Kuroda in the
Whanghai province was also winning new laurels for himself
and every district in the province except three had submitted
to him. Among these three was the ancient city of Yenant,
the home of Sin Kak the first general to win victory for the
Chosunese arms.  The sturdy courage and slout resistence ot
this old town, now famous for its fine rice, and the beautiful
lake near by with the great dragon supposed to iuhabit it
made it the scene of desperate fighting. Repulsed in his firse
astempt. upon it Kuroda determined to capture it if possible
and in the ninth Moon marched the second time against it
with 30,000 men.

A genersl named Yi was in command of the city and by
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example and voice he enthused the Chosunese with a new
conrage. The Japanese were determined to take the town but
the natives fought well, repelling every attempt to scale the
walls, shuwermg down 1101lmg water, and casting huge stones
with which the town abounds even today, upon the heads of
the assailants,  After three days of hard but nndecisive ficht-
ing, the Japanese withdrew to the provincial capital Haichn®
only to reappear in greater numbers soou afterward.  The caso
wemed hopeless for The besieged city, but the chicls swore to
vanain at their posts until’ |lmrh, seading  their vow with o
dranght oot Dlood §. The battle raged with terrible encrey day and
night, the native women fighting like Amazons beside the wen,
The Chosnnese realizing ‘the serionsness of the si*uation his-
banded their wrows fmnw only it sure marks: oreat piles ot
wood were thrown around the walls, and the women, by horl-
ing fire-brands down among them whenever the Jipanese ap-
proached to scale kept a fierce fire ragivg.  The Japanese nsed
every possible strategy but in vain. At last the order was
wiven to abtempt the walls for the st time, and Kovoda's
men sprang to 1t with their terrible war ery; long but unsae-
cossinl they hung at every part of the wall, until weakened by
torrible losses ﬂuw' had o withdraw: ﬂwl hosunese tollowed
rapidly ontside the walls but Yiaod the Japansee took to flizht.
Thns frewl, the old town was granted an honorahls praee.

Thus matters stood inthe antumn of 1502, His Majesty
2 refugee on the farthest hmlntl-m' of Tis reahn, reuly ot
the first move of the invaders west of Pydngyans to cross inio
Clina and cast himself in humble sapplication at the toot off
the Dracon Table; the head of the advavcing host at Pyong-
Vi ma;‘menﬂy twrutm" the order to push on for Chin; tae
Japanese generals at Soul anxivusly watching the volunteer
developments in the south: Yi Soon Sin swee ,unﬂ‘ the Japaues
off Chostese waters : Chine already on the way to aid Chosua
with men and treasare.

G eo, M eper JoNEs.

- i({; J-H ‘ij‘ _,*’._i- T A Karean 1;'xii;t\l:'}' customy; the blood was gen-
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VI. CHINA TO THE RESCUE.

CrosuN naturally turned to China for aid, from the very
first. Meveral appeals were sent not only to the Emperor direct
but to high Chinese officials. In answer to these petitions an
ambassador arrived on the 8th. of the sixth Moon 1592 to in-
vestigate. Chosun was still suspicious. The ambassador found
His Majesty on the point of leaving Pyingyang to continue
his flight on to China. Discovering at a glance the {rue status
of affairs, the envoy hastened back to Peking with his report,
which caused the speedy despatch of aid, first 6000 men with
treasure amonnting to 20,000 yang of silver, and which was
followed in the next (seventh) Moon by 7000 more men.

Whileawaiting the arrival of the main body of their forces
the Chinese attempted diplomacy, On the 26th. of the ninth
Moon a Chinaman named You Kydng * met Kouishi, Tairano,
Yoshitoshi, and Gensho in Conference on the question of an
amicable adjustment of matters. The only result of this
was a truce of fifty days during which the parties agreed to
suspend hostilities around Pyongyang. This truce was to al-
low You Kyiong time to proceed to Peking to lay before the
Emperor the Japanese demands. On the 6th. of the eleventh
Moon he reappeared before Peking with the fiat of Peking
which was as fullows,

1. The unconditional surrender of all cities and territories
of Chosun, now in the hands of the Japanese.

2. The immediate return of the two royal princes, with
1heu noble rbmmcs, now he ld ca.ptwe by I\ato I\mmaca
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3. The complete evacuation of the Chosunese peninsula
by all Japanese forces.

4. If these conditions were not peacefully granted, an
army of one million men would enforce their concession.

Konishi langhed at the envoy and his terme,

The last moon of 15392 brought the main body of the
Army of Recovery sent by China to the relied of Chosun. It
consisted of 44,000 men commanded by Yi Yosong # an able
and experienced general, and a match in hard fighting for any
commander of the Japanese side, though in 1apid strategy they
ontwitted him every time. The Chinese already rendezvoused
at Wechuf swelled Yi's command to 60,000 men, which was
further angmented by an innumerable host of Koreans among
whom was a large body of Buddhist priests, the only com-
mand among the native <oldiery who did anything worthy of
mention during the operations around Pyiongyang.

Leaving Wechn either on New Year’s Day or the day fol-
lowing. Yi Yosong at the head of nearly all the Chinese forces
took the old road for Pyingyvang which is still frequented by
the fraveller today and which runs uniformly parvallel with the
coast about 25 miles inland. On the Gth. of the first Moon
1543 he arrived before Pyoncyang, a conservative estimate of
his forees as they were augmented by the native soldiery plac-
ing the total number at about 100,000 men. For two days
they remained in camp on the verge of the great plain which
was to be the scene of the battle, and acioss which the traveller
Jooks with no more terrible vision to greet his eyes, than fer-
tile gardens and rice fields, and peaceful hamlets resting the
vision until it is intoreepted by the hills beyond.  The battle
began on the morning of the 8th. Three gates pierce the
walls of the city on this side—the Chil Sung Muni the Po-
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tong Mun # and the Hamku Mun f, and upon these the allies
made a simultaneous attack. Noone realized more clearly than
the Japanese themselves what the outcome would surely be,
as they saw how overwhelmingly they were outnumbered ; but
the opportunity to show China how the Japanese could fight
was too good to be lost. And the battle was a terrible one.
From the early morning the fight along the walls was desper-
ate and the losses severe; the slaughter among the allies, as
they swarmed along the walls being describuble by but one
word—awful. To add to the terror of the scene within the
walls a fire broke out from missiles sent inside by the Chinese,
and which, fanned by a high breeze raged behind and about the
Japanese. This spurred the Chinese on to redoubled efforts
and a temrific contest ensued around the gates; but Konishi’s
veterans fought with a ferocity that not only drove the Chi-
nese braves back but threw them into a rout; in a moment
they would have been in full retreat—they were already turn-
ing when Yiappeared on the scene and rallying his men turned
them with new energy upon the walls and gates. At last the
superior numbers of the Chinese prevailed; battering rams
broke down the gates at the Hamkn Mun and abeut the same
time an entrance was effected at the other two gates. But the
Japanese had provided for such an emergency, and from the
walls they retreated behind a line of barricades from which
they punred a steady fire of bullets and arrows into the surging
and unprotected maeses of the allies. The Chinese and Chosuneso
were caught like ratsin a pit, and after a few brief moments dur-
ing which his men fell by hundreds, Yi ordered a retreat, and the
allies pouring out of the city in disordered rout, left Pyongyang
still in the hands of the Japanese. Seutinels and guards, mostly
of native soldiers, were stationed to watch the city, and night
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settled down on one of the bloodiest battles of the invasion.

But the Japanese, brave soldiers though they were, knew
it was useless to risk another such engagement, and that night
while the brave Chinese were sleeping, and the brave (?),
Chosunese were also sleeping, they silently withdrew from the
city,crossing the Taitong River * on the ice, and commenced the
retreat to the south. So silently did they withdraw, that
their retreat was not discovered until the next morning. The
march south was a rapid one and revealed to Konishi the serious-
ness of the sitnation which had cansed snch anxiety at Soul.
He was everywhere beset by bands of Chosunese volunteers, who,
too cunning to nsk an open engagement with him, carried
on a guerrilla warfare which was bath exasperating and dis-
astrous. Ie reached Siul safely and was soon followed by
Kato who had made rapid marches from Han Kyong Dot
back to Sonl: by the 28th. of the first Moon all the Japanese
north of Soul were rendezvoused at the eapital.

The situation continued to grow complicated for the Japan-
ese. Throughout the Winter of 1592—93 the volunteer upris-
ing among the Chosunese had gradnally grown in proportions
nutil it overshadowed everything else.  They swarmed in every
direction, attacking the Japanese with a persistence that porten-
ded anuihilation.  Gradually the troops in the onfgarrisous
in the provinces of Chulla f, Kyongsang §, Kangwun || and
Choungehung 9 were eompalled to full bacl on the eentral line of
garrisons along the main road up the peninsula, leading to Séul,

Yi Yosong discovered the tlight of Konishi the next day, and
hastily gathering his fovces started in pursuit; but though march-
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ing day and night, he was unable to overtake the clever Ko-
nishi; he came as far as Pachu ® twenty-eight miles north of
Soul where he went into camip.  From here continnal skirmish-
ing oceurred, chiefly with foraging parties of the Japanese.

Having no definite information of the true state of affairs
among the Japanese, the Chinese were led into a blunder
which showed they by no means despised the military prowess
of their “dwart” foes. Hearing that Kato was marching out of
Hamkyong, Yiimmediately conjectured that his objective would
be Pyongyang, which, ouece more in their hands, would place the
allies between two fires. So, hastily gathering his forces, he start-
ed on o run for the northern capital, and did not discover how
groundless his fears were until he reached Whangehu §, 155
miles north of Soul; here he learned that Iato was already
safe in the capital.

Thus two months wore away, both sides too cantious to
risk a decisive battle with each other. At last the Japanese sent
word that they would listen to terms if the allies had any to
propose, and the former envoy Yonkyong, was called upon to con-
duct the negotiations. He reachod the little town of Yong Sanf
four miles out from Soul on the banks of the Ilan River, and
there met a council of Japanese generals, among whom were
Kato and Kouishi. He repeated the demands made at Pyong-
yang, and the Japanese at last agreed to evacuate Soul on
the 19th. of that month, the Chinese however to retire to
Songdn§, and remain there until that date.

The Japanese used the respite of the truce in making terri-
ble reprisals on the Chosunese. The grounds outside the South
Gate|| became like a great slaughter pit, where thousands of
th e natives were massacred.  The city was set on fire and a good

CMEE TR I HkPIdE
HMERF  SREs=




222 THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

portion of it reduced to ashes; the evidence of the fire still re-
mains on the blackened and defaced sides of the Pagoda and
its tablet, which still stands in the center of Soul. Yi Yosong
entered Soul on the 20th. and discovering the treachery of the
Japanese ordered 10,000 men under his younger brother, in im-
mediate pursuit. This force went a two days’ march, when
their valiant commander counter-marched back to Soul excusing
himself from the pursuit on the grounds of “a severe cold.”

So far the Chinese had done their work well. The terri-
ble chastisement they had received at the hands of Konishi
made them dread another pitched bpattle. But without this
dread alternative, the Chosunese territories to the north of Soul
had been recovered, and the prospect was bright for complete
siceess in the work entrusted to them by Peking.

GEeo. HEBER JONES.

Errata :——O0n p. 188, 23rd. line from top read: Zed &y V7, instead
of sut Vi
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Vii. CONCLUSION.

Or the remaining phases of the invasion, that which may
be counted the most interesting—the stipulativns which led to
the evacuation of the peninsula—is shrounded in some obscurity
and considerable patient study of the historical traces of the
invasion in the literature of the three countries involved will
be necessary before anything like a conclusion can be reached.
The second invasion is a suflicient witness to the fact that
Hideyoshi and the Japanese understood one thing while the
two Continental Powers attempted another. The story that
the Japanese were hoodwinked through ignorance of the writ-
ten terms of the treaty is deserving of ¢redence only upon the
most incontestible evidence, and this the writer thinks it lacks,
explanation of the misunderstanding being ol an entirely dif-
ferent character. Rescrving this question for future study we
shall have to rest content with the stutement that there were
— teris.

The remaining history of the invasion igsoon told. At last
word came to the Chinese that the Japanese would listen to
termws, if the allies had any fo propose, and the former imperial
cnvoy, You-kyong, was called upon to couduct the negotintions.
[Te veached the little town of Yongsan three miles out from Saul
on the banks of the Hau River in the fourth moon, and there
met a council of Japanese generals, among them Kats and
Kouishi. IHe repeated his demands made at Pyongyang, and
the Japanes: agreed toevacnate Soul on the 19th. of that moon,
the Chinese not to leave Songdo until that date.



THE JAPANESE INVASION. 309

On the 19th. of the fourth moon the march south from
Soul began, but the Japanese had used the time of the truce
in making terrible reprisals on the Koreans. The ground out-
gide the Bouth Gate became like a great slaughter-pit where
thousands of the natives were exeented. The city was set on
fire and a good portion of it reduced to ashes. On the 20th.
Yi entered Soul and discovering this immediately ordered
10,060 men under his younger brother to start in pursuit.
They did go a cougle of days’ march, when their valiant com-
mander countermarched back to S6ul excusing himself from
the puisuit on the ground of a severe cold from which he de-
clared he was suffering.

The march of the Japanese south was a holiday parade
with feasting, dancing, and merry-making in every camp.
Even the Korcan volunteers, who had swarmed about the gar-
risons in the south and fought with a spirit that sought rather
to kill off' the foe than to win battles, suspended their wicked
violence. 'We hear nothing of prisoners having been taken by
these volunteers; it is donbtful if they ever took any, while the
dead Japanese were counted with the greed of a miser connt-
ing his gold.

The Japanese reached the south end of the peninsula safe-
ly and massed their forces there, raising a line of fortitied camps
embracing a number of important magistracies. These were
garrisoned with sufficient strength to hold the position.

The Korcans concluded to take matters in their own
hands, and rallyivg in great force at the city of Chinchu
miide preparations o sweep the Japanese into the “Southern
Sea.” DBut they without waiting to be attacked maiched
30,000 strong against the natives and invested the c¢ity on the
22nd. of the fifth moon. For some days, from the 22nd. to
the 29th. the siege lasted, the fighting continuing day and
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night. At last the Japanese were compelled to withdraw, but
not until they had inflicted losses which the Koreans estimated
at 70,000 men. Things continued thus until the eighth moon
1598 when the final treaty of this first invasion was negotiated
and the greater part of the Chinese forces were ordered home.

The return of His Majesty Sunjo to Séul was a slow and
gad procession. Pydngyang fell into the hands of the allies on
the 9th. of the first moon. On the 17th. the king left his
frontier refuge Wechu, and came as far as Sookchun twenty
miles from Pydngyarg. Here he remained until the third
moon. His experiences at Pydngyang, on his last visit led
him to give that city a wide berth, and passing around it and
its turbulent populace he came on to the city of Whangchu
where he remained until after the seventh moon. It was not
until'the 4th. of the 10th. moon, 1593, after an absence of eight-
een months that he re-entered Soul, the queen remaining at Hai-
chu. He found a wracke 1 city and a decimated populace. His
own palace had bean destroyed by fire; the *old " palace, (now
the royal residence and one of the oldust palaces in Soul) had
been used as barracks and stables and was in too filthy a condi-
tion for hibitation, so temporary quarters were arranged for
him in the pilaces of the Five Princes, O Kureg 'To, and at present
the property, or at least & portion of it is the property of the
Methodist Episcopal Mission. Here His Majesty remained uatil
1610, seventeen years, which tims was ocenpied in the restora-
tion of his own palace, situated near the Great Hast Gate, and
known among forsigners as the * old palace.”

The condition of the populace of Soul was deplorable.
Famine soon broke out and nearly completed the work of an-
nihilation begun by the Jupanese. His Majesty did all he
could to alleviate the distress, opening five food dispensaries
and freely distributing the royal stores to his starving people.
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The Japanese remained at the south end of the peninsula,
gafe behind their fortified entrenchments, There were a few
small engagements at different times but nothing to equal Chin-
chu. Ten thousand Chinese were watching them, and remained
in a position to block any attempt to march north again until
the eighth moon of 1594 when the peninsula is reported to have
been without Chinese defenders. IT'he Jupanese never complete-
ly evacuated Korea.

Thus ended for a time one of the bloodiest wars in history;
a war g0 bloody that we are led to regard Tamerlane markinyg
his route by mountains of human heads as but an ordinary
Asiatic general.  During the two years and more the lossof lif:
was frightful; nothing remaing upon which to base a relial.le
estimate; but the Ear Monument of Kioto, and the accounts of
such hattles as Kydngehn, Choungcehu, Haingehu, Pydngyang,
Yenan, the Imchin River, the massacre at Sonl, Ulsan, and
Chinchu, besides fifty other engagements would malke a million
lives and over a conservitive estimate,

We leave it here. "he end was not yet. Soon the fires of
the second invasion will be lighted and the country until 1597
again drenched in blood. But for an interval Korea is to enjoy
a respite of peace during which her unhappy people may be-
wail their desolate homes, the famished and perishing living,
and an apparently black and hopeless future.

Geo. HEser JoNES.
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