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SIEGE is defi ned as a complete in vestm ent of a place in war, with a 

view to its capture. As war is an ever present and world wide 

phenomenon in human hi story, so a lso a re sieges; and, as the example 

of Ladysmith shows, whatever th e effect of incessant improvements in 

the practice of war as an art , th e modern siege yie lds nothing in 
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spectac ul ar or dramati c interest to anything in the past. There are not, however, 

many sieges which permanentl y stand out so as to appeal to the popular imagination 

and d11·ell in the popular memory. Perhaps the onl y one of which, within the past 

twenty years- not to say within the century- this has been true is the siege of 

Luckn ow. T o this will assuredl y hereafter be added the siege of Peking. The 

exceptional and perennial interest of these two events is clue to the recognised 

certainty that de feat and destructi on wou ld have been synon ymous terms. 

It is the object of thi s paper to in vite attenti on to some striking resemblances 

between the two sieges just named as we ll as to certain contras ts. Each was a 

prominent incident in a wide and complicated upri sing, involving a la rge part but not 

th e wh ole uf a great Empire. ln each case this upri sing occurred mainl y in the 

northern part of the country. In each case the causes had been in operati on for a 

long time, were graduall y developed, and came to rapid culminatior.. Th e causes o f 

" Th e Sepoy Revolt," as summari sed by one of the latest and most critical writers un 

th e subj ect (Lieut. -General McLeod Innes, v.c.), wh ose comprehensive work w1th 

the just 4uoted titl e is cited hereina fter as authority for a ll statements on the su bject, 

were mainly live. For th e first four the ad ministration of Lord Dalhousie was respon

sible in creating or fostering disaffecti on ; lirst, by the gradua l extension of dominion ; 

second, by th e refusa l to recogni se the adoption of heirs to the rul ers of independent 

nati ve states wh en d irect: descent fai led ; third, by the resulting enl argement of the 

Sepoy force, incidentall y accompanied by the redu ction of the British force; fourth, by 

th e introd uction of an autocratic system which reve rsed th e traditions of administration, 

sli ghted many uf its essen tia l e lements, and greatly increased th e difficul ties o l· hi s 

successor. Tu this formida ble quadri latera l the adm inistrati on of Lord Canning, 

which foll owed, added th e very grave e rro r of an Act revolution izing the future terms 

uf service of the Sepoy army, requiring th em to be prepared to cross the ocean, which 

would oblige them to break caste. This became an agitating topic in th e native 

regiments, and led tu the sini ster rumours tha t the Governm ent was aggressively 

inclined toward the ancient creeds of the land . 

The causes of the un exampled upheaval in C hina may nut as yet have heen fully 

und erstood and impartia ll y investigated. When they have been analysed, so far as it is 

possible for Occidentals to do it , they wi ll probably be found to comprise all the 

followin g elements (as well as numerous oth ers less important), named in the inverse 

order of their influence. First, those re la ting to political economy, covering th e 

replacing of nati ve a rticles and processes by foreign, leading to industria l disorganisa

tion of late rapidly increased by the expansion of foreign trade, by the growing use of 

steam and the opening of mines- a// the profits of which changes were believed to 

enrich foreigners and impoverish China; second , th ose ·relating to ethics and 

religion, embracing the threatened d isappearance uf Buddhism and Taoism, and the 

essentia l modifi cati on of parts of Confucianism ; third , those growing out of the 

projected reforms of 1898, with numerous seri ous politi cal and dynast ic complications; 

fourth , the sting of recent and growing foreign aggressions, especially territori al- the 
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Germans in Kiaochow; th e Russians in Port Arthur and Manchuria; th e Briti sh in 

\Veiha iwe:, th e h in terland of Kowl oon, and th e threat ened sphere o f influence in 

th e Yangtze Va ll ey; th e French in Kwangtun g, Yunnan , and Szechuan ; the 

Japanese in Formosa and Fukien ; th e Ita lians in C hekiang; with lesse r " Po1rers " yet 

in a mbush, and a standin g menace of th e " pa rtition of China " ; fifth , race-hatred

na tural , heredita ry, and acquired , roo ted in co lossal pride and ignora nce, undimini shed 

by la pse of tim e, and constantly augment ed by longer and wider experi ence of 

foreign intercourse. In India, th e co ming cri sis 1ras foreseen by no man in high 

position except Sir Henry Lawrence. Tn C hina, on th e oth er hand , no one high in 

position foresaw th e cri sis a t a ll , a lthough in each case abundant warnings ll"ere uttered 

111 vam. In each case th e most obvious precautions "·ere stud iously and osten tatiously 

neglected ; th ere was a n ex traordina ry incapacity for viewing th e situa tion from an 

lndian and a C hinese standpoint, and for pe rceiving II" ha t was in plain sight to th ose with 

eyes to see; and th e most blind confidence in un fo unded presuppos ition as to what th e 

nati ves would and would not do. Indian offi cers were sure the troubl e ll"as di s tant and 

loca l- " My regim nt wi ll never mutiny. " Old "China hands" ill th e Legati ons a t Peking 

smilingly menti oned that th ey had ex peri enced many massacres in th e past and were 

still a li ve, and declared th at the whole thing was "child 's pl ay," unworth y of serious 

noti ce . Within se"ven clays o f th e destru cti on of Fengt'ai .th e Briti sh Mini ster 

\\TOte to Lord Sali sbury 

tha t, in hi s opinion, a 

continued fa ll o f ra in to 

bt eak th e drought would 

accompli s11 more to put 

an end to th e ri sing than 

anyth ing whi ch either th e 

Chinese o r foreign govern

ments could do. Were 

other l'owers as frankl y 

indi screet as th e Briti sh 

m th e publi cati on · of 

their Blue Boo ks, more 

cita tions- inte resting and 

instru ctive- could doubt

less be made. 

In C hina, as m India, 

th e first signs of th e co m 

ing storm were visible (to 

th ose 11·ho w uld see th em) 

in th e early months o f th e 

year. The first mutiny in 

.• .. ~-· 

THE THI<EE sUCC ESS F U l. 1\ I ESSENG ER S. 

India was in ,'day, and by th e end of th at month th e revo lt II" as und er full heachray and 
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thoroughly recogni zed. The first outbreak of the Boxers in the vicinity of Peking was 

in the same month , on the z8th of which Fengt'ai was attacked, the rai lways and 

telegraphs destroyed, and co mmuni cation between Peking and the world severed. 

Although a score or more messengers were sent to Tientsin in a ll sorts of di sgui ses, 

all but three were understood to have been either killed or captured. The decisive 

blow was struck a t Luck now by the disaster at Chinkut, about fi ve mil es distant, 

wh ere seven hundred British and na ti ve troops were out-fl anked and forced to retreat 

to the Residency on the 3oth of June. In Peking the whole company of foreigners 

was driven into its Legations wh en the dangerous situation was at las t made indispu

table hy the murder of Baron von K etteler, June zoth. The first siege of Lucknow 

(which is the one usually intended by the term ) lasted twelve and a half weeks, 

from June 3oth to September zsth, when General H avelock fought hi s way into the 

city. The siege in Peking continued eight weeks, from June zoth to August 14th, 

when the Allied Relief Expeditionary Forces fou ght their way into .Peking. 

The siege of Lucknow was divided into about four stages of about three weeks 

each, by three general a ll-round a ttacks on Jul y zoth, August roth , and September 5th. 

That in Peking was parted "into two peri ods of four weeks each, during the f1rst of 

which the attacks, except once for but a few hours, by bullet, shot, and shell were 

never discontinued ; whil e in the other there were no shot and no shell except during 

the last forty-eight hours, and comparatively little rifl e-firing for three-fourth s of the 

time. The combatants of the Luckn ow Garri son, including offi cers, numbered 1,7oo, 

of whom 700 were Sepoys. Th e oth er inmates of the intrenchment were 700 natives 

and 6oo Christians, total 1 ,3oo, bringing the whole number to be feel up to 3,ooo. 

Among the 6oo C hri stian non-combatants there were 240 women and 270 children, 

besides so schoolboys. The number of foreigners in the various •Peking Legations at 

th e beginning of the siege, excluding marin es, was 245 men, 149 women, and 279 

children, a total of 673 civilians. The marines, excluding 40 guarding the Roman 

Cathol ic Northern Cathedral, were 388 men and 19 officers, total 407. The Catholi c 

and Protestant Chinese Chri stians brought the total number of persons to be fed to 

considerabl y over 8, ooo, besides a few score non-Chri stian Chinese caught within the 

lines, some of whom were given ra tions unti l th ey were sen t away. 

The forces that fought against the British a t Chinkut consisted of parts of ten 

regiments of native infan try and two of cavalry, with two batteri es and the followers 

of three of the chi efs near Luck now. They were at once joined a fter the action by 

two other regiments- by the military police, and by a ll th e a rmed Mohammedan 

population. The force attacking the Peking Legations consisted of a part of General 

Tung Fu-hsiang's Kansuh so ldie rs, a pa rt of the troops of J ung Su, who was 

Generalissimo of the Peking Field Force, and not impro bably of fragm ents of other 

organi sations. During the last two days of the siege, the attacking soldiers seemed 

to be changed, with new and more formidable weapons (Mannli cher rifl es) and an 

evident determination to do a maximum of mischi ef ina minimum of time. The actual 

number of Chinese soldie rs e mployed against the Legati ons at any one time cannot be 
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known, but it probabl y varied from three thousand to t1~· i ce or even three times that 

number, serving in relays a nd always entirely concealed behind lofty barricades. 

Lucknow was defended by more a rtill ery th an could be manned and worked, while in 

Peking th ere were in th e Legati ons no cannon wh atever, except an old C hinese piece 

found in a blacksmith 's shop. There were fo ur machine guns, an American Colt's 

.-\ut o matic, .\u stra lia n Maxim, Briti sh Nordenfeldt, a nd sma ll Ita lia n one-pound 

she ll g un , 11·ith a limited a mount of a mmunition . The first three were useless 

against barri cades, a nd the las t was too light to be of muc h real service. The 

Russia ns had no gun , but about eighty shell s, whi ch in a te mpormy panic were let 

dmm a 11·ell and spoil ed , but when re fill ed served as projectiles to r the old Chinese 

cannon , whi ch. a lthough ineffective a t a distan ce, was formid a ble at short range. 

Th e C hin ese had cann on mo unted on th e wa ll of the city fifty feet hig h, a t two of 

th e gates ; twu gun p latforms twenty- fi ve high inside th e Lm perial C ity wal l, a nd on a 

level with it, with two guns on each ; t11:o gun s north of the Suwangfu in more or 

less consta nt use, and others in different positions at differen t tim es. Proba bly eight 

o r ten guns 11·ere in simultaneous operati on for a part o f th e tim e. .\ t Lucknow, the 

enenw's a rtill erv entire ly failed to breach or seri o us ly damage th e lowe r parts uf the 

defences. In Peking, the she lls demolished the second stury of th e H o tel de Pekin , 

ruin ed mam· of the buildings in the German , Japanese, a nd British Legation s, and did 

great damage m the 

French, Ameri can, a nd 

R.ussia n I .egation s. B ut 

the o uter walls o f th e 

Briti sh Legati on were 

never seriously injured

not to say breachecl- and 

ve rv few she ll s 1rere fa tal 

to life : perhaps not a 

single solid shot d irectly 

harmed a nyone (contu 

SIOns, ho1reve r, occurred 

from fa lling bri cks), a l

though th e aggregate 

num ber of shot a nd shell 

disc ha rged i>y th L: e nemy, 

according to th e ta lli es 

kept, wa~ over 2,900 ~ ln 

Luckno w, the 11·eapons 

11 sed we re the old-fas hion

L:d muskets: in Pekin , tl w 
TH lc Ill< ITI SH 1.1-:l;i\T IUN. 

most mod ern rifl es, 11·ith smuk L: Iess po11·der and ex panding bull e ts, mil lions of 1rhich 

must have been projected , but a trifling number of whi ch took effect. 
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At Lucknuw th e ene my expended great labour 

ingenuity in e fforts to drive mines under th e defences . 

and exhibited much 

This caused the utmost 

alarm to th e garrison, as any single mine undetected might make a huge breach, 

which, from its suddenn ess, the defenders might be quite unabl e to block 

or defend, but through whi ch the enemy, ciul y prepared, might ru sh forward 

in th eir thousands and in a few minutes exterminate the garri son. This might 

occur at any single effort , and if th e enemy were to try to mine simultaneously 

at say fifty points (for whi ch th ey had ample means), th e de fenders would be 

totally unabl e to oppose them. Against thi s great danger the garrison guarded by 

detailing a t eve ry outpost intelligen t men to li sten for sounds of mining, and by th e 

digging of counter-min es, to wh ich th e men of several posts were trained , th e must 

dangerous work being left to Cornish miners. Including th e mines exp loded in th e 

three attacks th e enemy made thirty-seven distinct ant.! sepa ra te mining e fforts 

against I ,ucknuw . Only one of th e whole number succeeded, the noise of th e mining 

being smothered by th e sta mping uf horses of the Sikh cava lry. /\ breach was 

mad e thirty feet long in the rampart, but the enemy was not ready to storn1. 

It 11·as day tim e, and the square was commanded on three sides by th e garri son 

buildings, th e fire of which kepi off th e enemy ti ll the breach 11·as barri caded and the 

defences there restored . ln every other case the explosions were harm.less, owing tu 

the mines being short of th e ir mark. The storm ers t:<til ed , as th ey found no breach, 

and th ey ra rely reached- th ey never penetrated- through th <;; obstructions; th e 

:utillery fire damaged only th e roof ant.! upper stories; th e musketry d id little harm , as 

th e defenders kept 11·ell under cover : while th e defenders' a rtill ery played havoc among 

th e stormers as th ey came on in mass, and was well supported by th e musketry fire 

through th e loopholes of th e buildings and parapets. The defenders carri ed out 

successfull y one aggressiv e mine, and blew up a house th e occupati on of which, by th e 

enemy, had pract ica lly reli eved a battery. On th e fall of the house, the battery came 

agai.n into use. 

In Peking, the C hinese attempted a mine from a Carriage Park bu ilding 

to blow up th e two-storied students' mess and li brary building in th e British 

Legation. The 11·ork was detected and a counter-mine begun. This th e enemy in 

turn detected, and in dread of an encounter appear to have defl ected th eir mine in a 

rapid curve. Th e air 11·as so fou l tha t a li ght could not be kept burning: without a 

light it was impossib le to see a compass (even if one 1ras used), and without a 

compass the most expert engineer could not be sure of hi s direction. As a resul t, thi s 

formidabl e mine ended in a pocket fift y yards from the starting point, at a much 

greater distance from its objecti ve than wh ere it began. In the F rench Legati on two 

rcry destructive mines were ex ploded on July 14th, partl y burying two gent lemen, th e 

,\ustrian Charge d 'Affaires, Mr. von Rosthorn, <tnd M. I >estall on, a Professor in th e 

Imperia l Uni versity, neither of wh om were injured . Twu French marin es 11·ere 

entirely buried, and th eir bod ies never recovered. Two dwelling-houses were blown 

up and burned in thi s catastrophe, besides a great num ber of other bu ildings, and in 
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the ensuing a ttack most of the remaining houses were burned, and full y two-thirds of 
th e Legation lost. 

In speaking of the siege of P eking, it is conve ni ent to confine attention to the 

a ttacks on th e L egati ons, but it should be mentioned that at th e R oman Catholic 

Northern Cath edral , several mil es d istant, much greater use of mines th an elsewh ere 

was made by th e C hinese. Four · explosions occurred, an Ita lian offi ce r being buried 

fi ve feet deep in debris from th e roof of hi s bed-room, wh ence, when there was 

leisure for it (he being supposed to be, of course, dead) he was dug out unhurt ! Two 

tremendous explosions le ft huge cra te r-pits and kill ed great numbers of Chinese, 

especia lly children in th e orphanage, which was d irectl y over the mine. Notwith

standing thi s terrific onset the Cathedra l premises were not captured, although of 

considerable extent, and defend ed ~y on ly forty marines . 

The Lucknow R es idency lay on th e south bank of the Goo mtee Ri ver, near the 

[ron Bridge, and was onl y a tiny spot of some thirty-four acres in the midst of a 

densely populated city five mil es long and two miles wide. Besides the prestige 

attaching to it , it possessed important advantages for purposes of defence. It was a 

health y site, :vell suppli ed with water, and with means of shelter and accommodation, 

and stood high, commanding th e river and th e ground adjacent to it, and being 

no where itself commanded by sites on which a rtill e ry batteries coul d be erected. 

The Legation quad- .. 

rangle of Peking lies 

immediate ly adjacent to 

th e south wa ll of the 

Northern C ity, which , as 

mentioned, is fifty feet 

in height, and fro m its 

broad surface a bsolutely 

commands wh ether by 

a rtill ery or rifl es almost 

the whole of every 

Legati on defended, as I~.Joiii,';i~;:;•l. 

well as those of the 

Neth erl ands and Italy, 

whi ch were lost. The 

broad expanse and large 

bui ld ings of the Carri age 

Park immedi ately adjoin 

ing on th e west of the 

Bri t ish Legati on (sepa

ra ted only by a thi ck 

bri ck wa ll ) made an 

NA TI VE C HRI STI AN S !J IGG ING COUN T E KM INES. 

excell ent point of a ttack for batt eries, rifl e-firing and mines. 'fh e illustration on p. 23 7 

shows an outside view o [ th e Legation Gate, with Nordenfeldt gun and barri cades. 
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The wall across the street in the · distance is the wall of the Imperi al ci ty ; it was 

pi erced by the Chinese soldiers, and a cannon, protected by iron shields, placed 

there. The buildings along the wall at the right were also occupied by soldiers 

and "Boxers, " who from this position , kept up an incessant rifl e fire. The Hanlin 

University buildings, joining the Legation on the north , proved, until destroyed by the 

fires set by the Chinese to burn the Legati on, a source of the greatest danger, and the 

enemy's ou tposts in that area were a serious annoyance to the end. The control of 

the wall of the Imperial City a few hundred yards to the north of the Legations gave 

the Chinese an advantage of attack, which in conjunction with th eir overwhelming 

superi ority of position on the city wall (only a small stretch of which was held by the de

fenders) and their unlimited supplies of artillery, ought to have been fatal to the defence. 
The water-supply of all the Legations was ample, and that of the crowded British 

Legation with its five serviceable wells excell ent 111 quali ty and inexhaustible. Owing 

to the excepti onal fores ight 

and wonderful energy and 

resolution of Sir Henry 

Lawrence, enough cattle 

had been brough t into the 

Residency, with fodder to 
support them, to furnish 

meat up to Havelock's 

arrival, while the ample 

gram supply fed the 

whole force, including 

Havelock's, until Sir Colin 

Campbell arrived and 

withdrew the garrison la te 

in November. In Peking, 

no siege was anticipated, 

as the proposal of the 

Tsungli Yamen to escort 

the Ministers to Tientsin 

would ultimately have 

been accepted, but for the 

murder of Baron von 

GATE OF BRITISH LEGATION. 

Kettel er, which showed the certain result of such a course. 

Besides this, the relief expedition of Admiral Seymour was known to have 
started from Tientsin ten days before the siege began, and was daily expected to put 

an end to it. No food supply of any kind had been laid in for the emergency. The 

necessary meat was furnished , by about a hundred racing-ponies and mules mostly 
belonging to the besieged, and these were kept alive by straw stacked near Legation 
Street and sk ipped by the devas tating fires. , Ffty or more tons of new wheat were 
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fo und in a ~rain shop within the lines, and an immense quantity of white and ye llow 

ri ce, [ndian corn , beans, sorghum, and mill et, fa r more than sufficient for all the 

needs of th o:;e besieged. In Peking, as in Luckn ow, th e food-suppl y was strangely 

under-estimated, in th e form er a great quantity of wheat and ri ce remaining on hand 

11·hen th e siege was raised . In Lucknow, th e line of defence was continuous, with no 

gaps. Wh erever th ere was not a wall or buijding duly loopholed , there were scarped 

revetments and pa rapets with ditches, fronted by obstructi ons, :;uch as palisad ing, 

abattilis, chevoux de frise, stakes, cu w's-feet and th e lik e, through which th e enemy 

were never once to be able to force th eir way. The Commandant of each post was 

responsible fo r its defence, and for due vigilance, care, and know ledge of everything 

that 1ren t on befo re him and on hi s Hank s. No one was a ll owed to leave his post 

without th e Commandant 's pe rmi ssion, th e staff and the engineers onl y went freely 

ove r th e po~ition. The fami li es we re distr ibu ted throughout th e in ter ior or more 

shelte red buildings, and 

11·ere neve r a ll owed to 

1qnder from th em, or to 

go to their exposed faces. 

In Peking, se1·en Lega

tions were defended, a ll 

cxcept tiHJ fo rming th e 

other line of de fence. 

These coul d on lv bc 

reached in passing fron1 

one to anoth er by cross

ing a broad street exposed 

to fire. There 11·as prac

ti ca ll y no restraint at: any 

tim e on the movement 

of foreigners, exce!Jt in 

Yisiting outposts. Men 

and loaded carts tra

,·e rsecl Legation Street 

with more o r less frccdom 

ll"ha teYer f-iring might be I ~ II'I{(JV I S IW STA N IJ 1'0 1{ t;UA I{ IJ. 

gumg on . Thc long and 

cx trcm ely circui to us line o l" defence rn adc it impossibl e to guard 111 o re than a few 

posts with the limited forcc of defenders, a conside rable number o f whom were 

a l11·ays on th e city wall . The British Legation , a tract about l:$oo feet in length, and 

a li ttle more than twice as long as it is broad , was crowded 11·ith seldom less than 

eight hundred and at tim es a th ousand people. There were not, as in Lucknow, 

any shelter bui ld ings from th e constant cross-fire. Except during the worst shelling 

and rifie-attacks, th e ladies and children. moved abo ut at pleasure, ex perience showing 
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that the risk was very slight. No children were ever hit during the whole siege, and 

a lady was onl y struck by a stray bullet a fter the reli ef party had entered the 

Legati on. None of the numerous bomb-proofs were ever entered to escape shells . 

[n Luck now, wi th one exception, the adjacent buildings had been de molished 

(blown up as a lready mentioned) leaving only the rums of their lower 

stori es to act as a screen to the foot of the defences from the enemy's a rtillery. 

These ruins served as shelter for the enemy's infantry and as starting ground 

for their mmes. They ,,·e re only fifty and twenty- fi ve yards d istant fro m the 

de fende rs on the easte rn face and fro m thirteen to ten on the southern. ln Peking 

the surround ing buildings were a perpetual menace un til destroyed by th e enemy, 

who fired them on every ~-------------------~ 

side hoping to burn the 

Legations. When thi s 

in each case fa iled, the 

defenders were always 

in a better position than 

before, but the ruins 

covered the Chinese 

attacks until th ey were IL';~~-~~~ 
driven out, and the 

outposts extended. The 

distance between the 

posts of the besieged 

and the besiegers was 

often reduced to a few 

yards, a few feet, or a 

few bricks. On two 

occasions the Chinese 

flags leaning against a 

wall defended by the lb,.,;;'-"--'--"-------__!,;;;;~~:,..,~~~~~=="~ 

British and the F rench PATRO L RJ.: 'f' U RN I NC AFT ER H AV I NG C I. EA RI<: Tl ST R E I•:T S. 

were captured by a dash, 

and it was not uncommon especia lly at night for those on guard to be seri ously 

injured by bricks hurled from short distances falling with force from a height. 

The first communicati on from the outer world to the garri son in Luckn ow was 

after the siege had las ted twenty- fi ve days. The first messenger which reached the 

Legations from Tientsin was on July 18th , after the siege had been in progress twenty

eight days. Each message announ ced the coming of a re lief force, that of Genera l 

Havelock, already on the way, was expected to arri ve in fi ve or six days . That for the 

relief of Peking was said to consist of 24, ooo Japanese, 4,ooo Russians, with smaller 

contingents of British, Ameri cans, F rench and Germa ns. In each case the expected 

and promised reli ef fa iled. There is a striking resemblance a lso between thi s first 
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attempt of H avelock to reach Luck now, and that of Admiral Seymour to get to Peking. 

Havelock started on Jul y 7th, with 1,96 5 men, fighting a battl e on the rzth, and engag

ing in two actions on the r sth . On the r 6th he fought three separate actions and 

recaptured Cawnpore. In fighting the enemy, as well as by cholera, Havelock lost 

one sixth of hi s force. Hearing of the mutiny of three regiments at Cawnpore which 

destroyed the chance of early reinforcements, hi s advance against the enemy in full 

strength was at present hopeless, so that he reluctantly retired on July 31st to Mungurevar 

on the Ganges to a wa it supports. Admiral Seymour left Tientsin on July roth with 

about 2,4oo men, and on the 14th a part of hi s force was a t Yangfang, twenty miles 

from Peking. The country swarmed with Chinese troops and Boxers. The railway 

was torn up much faster than it could be repaired, and a retreat became imperative, 

which was vigorously disputed at every step, and was much hampered by the long 

train of wounded. The re li ef expediti on had itse lf to be re li eved wh en near to Tient

sin, where it a rri ved June 26th, hav ing lost 62 killed and 228 wounded . 

There is reason to think that, had the reli ef of Lucknow been postponed, the 

enemy, reinforced by the mutineers released by the capture of Delhi , would have given 

them much more seri ous troubl e than before. I t is mora ll y certain tha t the Legations 

could not have held out much longer than they did under the repeated and pressing 

assaults. The civilians in the Northern Cathed ra l were entire ly out of food when 

re lieved, ha ving for some time been reduced to two ounces a day, what was left being 

now reserved for the combatants. 

It may be remarked, in conclusion, that the reli ef of the R esidency of Lucknow 

accompli shed much less toward discouraging the Indian Revolt than had been hoped. 

In the following March, Sir Colin Campbell with r g,ooo men and 120 guns began 

operati ons to capture the city of Lucknow, which had been strongly held for nine 

months. After two weeks ' fi ghting the city was tak en with a Briti sh loss of 127 killed 

and about 6oo wound ed. "Lucknow had been taken, but the foes had not been 

crushed or even punished , and they were free to reassemble elsewhere in thei r thou

sands or tens of thousands. Peking was entered by the allies on August 14th, after a 

fight lasting but a few hours. But the following morning the Court escaped, and the 
Chinese armies " were free to reassemble elsewhere," though , for various reasons, they 

never did so. 

In spite of the indecisiveness of single captures like that of Luck now, the Indian 

Mutiny was thoroughly suppressed. The present strong, just, conservative, and liberal 

rule over the great Empire has its roots in the past fifty years foll owing the uprising. 

May we not hope that the new China yet to be will date from the capture of Peking 

by the Alli es, and tha t a century hence our successors will look back upon the Siege of 

Peking as we now do on the Siege of Lucknow, as a troub led but transient dream 

introd ucing a new and a l,appier e ra~ 
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