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MAOtS "CULTURAL REVOLUTIONw: ITS LEADERSHIP, 
ITS STRATEGY, ITS INSTRUMEXTS, AND ITS CASUALTIES 

' I .  

T h i s  is a working paper of t h e  DD/I Research S t a f f .  
It o f f e r s  a f a i r l y  d e t a i l e d  n a r r a t i v e  account  of Mao Tse- 
t u n g ' s  t J c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion"  a s  it has  developed s i n c e  
September 1965, a summary of t h a t  account ,  and some specu- 
l a t i o n  on p rospec t s .  

Th i s  s t u d y  p r e s e n t s  what h a s  been and remains i n  
most r e s p e c t s  a minor i ty  view, t h e  view of  one wschool .w / 

It f i n d s  t h e  ev idence  pe r suas ive  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  
(a) Mao h a s  t aken  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  a t  each  s t a g e ,  (b) he 
has  been conduct ing  a massive "testw of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  and 
t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus ,  (c)  changes i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  have 
r ep re sen ted  p r i m a r i l y  a purge d i r e c t e d  by Mao, and on ly  
s e c o n d a r i l y  a "power s t ~ u g g l e , ~  (d) t h e  e n t i r e  e f f o r t  
has  developed cohe ren t ly ,  g iven  its i r r a t i o n a l  base i n  
dogma, and ( 0 )  Mao is now c a r r y i n g  o u t  methodica l ly  and 
i n  g e n e r a l  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a scheme f o r  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of t h e  p a r t y  which he o u t l i n e d  l a s t  autumn. 

Because a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  most v a l u a b l e  material 
n each  s t a g e  of t h e  revolu-  

' F I O ~  t o  a a e e  came t o  nana w e 1  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t ,  t h e  s t u d y  
p r e s e n t s  developments bo th  as t h e y  appeared a t  t h e  t i m e  
and a s  t h e y  looked when f u r t h e r  i l l umina ted .  Not a l l  of 
t h b  f a c t s  are i n  y e t ,  and m a t e r i a l  still  t o  be r ece ived  
may conipel a change i n  some df t h e  p r e s e n t ~ c o n c l u s i o n s .  

The DDI/RS would welcome f u r t h e r  comment on t h i s  
working paper ,  addressed t o  e i t h e r  t h e  Chief o r  t h e  Deputy 
Chief of t h e  S t a f f  , (1 
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MA0 ' S "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" : ITS LEADERSHIP, 
ITS STRATEGY, ITS INSTRUMENTS, AND ITS CASUALTIES 

Summary 

The "g rea t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t  ion" is 
sa id  by Peking t o  have de r ived  from a number of s p e c i f i c  
i n i t i a t i v e s  t aken  by Mao Tse-tung between autumn 1962 and 
autumn 1965. While m o s t  of t h e s e  cannot be confirmed, 
the *%nro lu t ion f l  from t h e  s tar t  has obviously been Mao's. 
It has  grown ou t  of  concepts  e v i d e n t  as far back as 1958, 
and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o u t  of Mao's coqv ic t  ion--s ta ted pub1 i c l y  
and emphat ica l ly  i n  mid-1964--of t h e  urgency of t h e  need 
f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s  whom he could t r u s t  t o  c a r r y  
ou t  h i s  w i l l ,  ' 

Maols obsess ion  wi th  t h i s  need--and h i s  consequent 
i n s i s t e n c e  on conduct ing a massive Ittest" and thorough 
purge of t h e  Chinese party--has been t h e  c e n t r a l  f a c e  of 
t h e  wrevolu t ion ."  The r e v o l u t i o n  has  not  seemed t o  repre-  
s e n t  a "power s t r u g g l e v  i n  the s e n s e  of a s t r u g g l e  f o r  
dom$nance i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ;  t h e  group around Mao, and 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  Mao h imsel f ,  has  been dominant i n  t h e  lead-  
e r s h i p  i n  a l l  s t a g e s .  Mao's i n i t i a t i v e  i n  each  of t h e s e  
s t a g e s  h a s  been confirmed b y l l o p e n  
m a t e r i a l s .  - 

Changes i n  t h e  composition of t h e  group around 
Mao-changes coming sometimes t h i c k  and fast--have seemed 
t o  r e p r e s e n t  p r i m a r i l y  changes i n  Maols own e v a l u a t i o n  
of h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s .  Some of t h e  changes probably a l s o  
r e f l e c t  a c o n t e s t  f o r  p o s i t i o n ,  below Mao, among h i s  
l i e u t e n a n t s ,  looking  toward an e a r l y  success ion .  While 
t h e  purge d i d  no t  begin wi th  such  a c o n t e s t ,  and t h e  con- 
t e s t  has  been secondary all along t o  Mao's i n i t i a t i v e s ,  
t h i s  maneuvering f o r  p o s i t  ion  is probably an i n c r e a s i n g l y  
import an t  f a c t o r .  



Moreover, t h e r e  has c l e a r l y  been a struggle--which 
continues--against r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Mao's w i l l  on t h e  p a r t  
of t h e  v a s t  apparatus of t h e  pa r ty ,  t h e  government and 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  es tabl i shment ,  from t h e  top  l e v e l  down. While 
t h e r e  is no declared  opposi t ion ,  t h i s  is a s t r u g g l e  t o  
make t h e  apparatus,  both i n  t h e  cen te r  and i n  t h e  pro- 
v inces ,  f u l l y  responsive  t o  Mao's new team. 

The F i r s t  Test :  The l~Poisonous Weed" 

A t  a p a r t y  meeting i n  September 1965, Mao gave 
o t h e r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  some sense of his disappointment with 
accomplishments from 1962 t o  1965 and of h i s  wish f o r  what 
was i n  e f f e c t  a p o l i t i c a l  "great  l e a p  forward. He  ap- 
p a r e n t l y  met with some r e s i s t a n c e  even then.  There is 
evidence t h a t  Peng Chen (then t h e  s ixth-ranking p a r t y  
l e a d e r ,  and i n  charge of reforming w c u l t u r a l w  organiza- 
t ions) and Lo Jui-ching ( t h e  PLA's chief-of - s t a f  f )  were 
among those  r e s i s t i n g :  Peng (probably) on behalf of 
g r e a t e r  debate,  Lo (probably) on behalf of m i l i t a r y  pre- 
paredness.  Others who may have res is ted--or ,  at  l e a s t ,  
may have f a i l e d  t o  s h o w x f f i c i e n t  enthusiasm--were t h e  
s e n i o r  d i r e c t o r s  of the p a r t y  apparatus,  Liu Shao-chi 
(Maols designated successor  s i n c e  1945) and Teng Hsiao- 
p ing  (Liu 's own first 1 ieutenant  s i n c e  1955) , t h e  d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  p a r t y ' s  propaganda department, Lu Ting-i,  and t h e  
p a r t y  c e n t r a l  committe6's adminis t ra t ive  1 ink wi th  Mao, 
Yang Shang-kun. Some of t h e s e  six may have worked to-  
ge the r  aga ins t  Mao (as now al leged) before o r  a f t e r  t h e  -. 
September 1965 meeting, although wall-poster  a s s e r t i o n s  
of a g r e a t  conspiracy t o  overthrow Mao appear con t r ived ,  

The opening gun of t h e  l t revolut  ionw w a s  f i r e d ,  
r epor ted ly  on Maols o rde r ,  i n  e a r l y  November 1965, i n  an 
a r t i c l e  a t t a c k i n g  a playwright whose e a r l i e r  work was 
genuinely c r i t i c a l  of Mao. Mao apparent ly d i d  not  t e l l  
o t h e r  p a r t y  leaders--with a few except ions--that he  in- 
tended a p a r t i c u l a r  anti-Mao play  t o  se rve  a s  a t e s t  of 
ideology and l o y a l t y  f o r  h i s  e n t i r e  w c u l t u r a l ~  apparatus 
and f o r  t h e  h ighes t  l e a d e r s  of t h e  p a r t y  machine which 
supervised it .  In  o t h e r  words, Mao was making a major 



in i t i a tAve  without providing c l e a r  guidance a s  t o  what 
response was des i red ,  wi th  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of punishing 

- .  those  who made t h e  wrong response. H e  w a s  probably de- 
. . termined from t h e  start t o  purge Peng Chen, who had al- 

ready f a i l e d  him a s  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  w c u l t u r a l "  purge, 
and whose own Peking committee s h e l t e r e d  t h e  a t tacked 
playwright and i tself  contained some writers who had 
b i t t e r l y  c r i t i c i z e d  Mao. 

Immediately a f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k  on t h e  playwright 
qppeared, Minister  of Defense Lin Piao, who was being 
r a p i d l y  b u i l t  up a s  t h e  foremost and i d e a l  s tuden t  of 
Mao's thought,  issued a d i r e c t i v e  on t h e  work of t h e  PLA 
which stated t h e  genera l  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  t h e  t e s t i n g  of 

a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  as well--whether %hey regarded t h e  works 
ao a s  t h e  "highest  i n s t r u c t i o n s N  f o r  t h e i r  own work, h r -  

Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  i n  l a t e  November 1965, Mao l e f t  Peking, 
t o  sketch  o r  observe t h e  development of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion , "  and poss ib ly  t o  undergo medical t reatment .  
Lo Jui-ching and Yang Shang-kun, both i n  p o s t s  t h a t  made 
them dangerous, disappeared a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  probably a r res ted .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Lin P iao ' s  PLA newspaper took t h e  lead  ' 

i n  de f in ing  t h e  immediate t t cu l tu ra l l f  issue and fo rc ing  
o t h e r s  t o  dec la re  themselves--the quest ion of whether 
t h e  at tacked playwright 's  work was a "poisonous weedw 
( the  Maoist p o s i t  ion) o r  a mat ter  f o r  debate .  ( the  "enemy1' 
p o s i t  ion) . 

In  mid-January 1966, Mao c a l l e d  toge the r  a few 
p a r t y  l eaders  and h i s  own w i f e  ( then a minor f igure)--a  
group which l a t e r  emerged as t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
groupt? d i r e c t i n g  t h e  campaign--to d i s c u s s  t h e  unsat  is- 
f a c t o r y  s i t u a t i o n ,  but  he d i d  not  immediately rep lace  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  group then  opera t ing  under Peng Chen. In Febru- . ary ,  Peng issued a se l f - se rv ing  r e p o r t  on t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion  i n  t h e  name of t h e  pol i tburo--possibly approved 
by Liu Shao-chi, i n  Mao's absence from Peking--and he and 
Lu Ting-i d id  not a c t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  p a r t y  p r e s s  i n t o  l i n e  
with t h e  PLA newspaper on t h e  i s s u e  of t h e  "poisonous 
weed.l1 Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping, t h e  superv i so r s  
of both Peng and Lu, also.:goriled t o  t ake  t h i s  ac t ion .  
Unlike Peng and Lu, who could not a f fo rd  to  uncover a 
t r a i l  leading t o  themselves, Liu and Teng need not  have 



been consciously r e s i s t i n g  what they  took t o  be Mao's 
w i l l  i n  t h a t  per iod;  while they  may have been ( i f  t h e  
charges of opposi t ion  t o  Mao i n  September 1965 a r e  t r u e ) ,  
they  may ins tead  simply have f a i l e d  t o  understand what 
he wanted, have lacked t h e  i l lumina t ion  of h i s  already- 
revealed llthought " and t h e  revo lu t  ionary ardor  which ( i n  
Mao's view) would have shown them t h e  l lcorrect l* l i n e  
without spec  i f  ic  guidance. While n e i t h e r  Liu nor Teng 
f e l l e n t  i r e l y  o u t  of Maols f avor  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and Teng 
may have gone on t o  p lay  an important r o l e  i n  t h e  purge 
of Peng Chen, t h e  poor performance of t h e  p a r t y  p ress  
dur ing  t h e  winter  apparent ly  c rea ted  o r  s trengthened Maols 
r e se rva t ions  about Liu,  and perhaps about Teng a s  w e l l .  
Wall-poster assert ions  t h a t  some of Mao ' s l i e u t e n a n t s  
(not Liu and ~ e n g )  were p l o t t i n g  a r t r ebe l l ion l l  o r  %oupVt 
i n  February (during h i s  absence) s e e m  t o  be a d e l i b e r a t e  
co r rup t ion  of a s t i l l - o b s c u r e  but  apparent ly  minor inc i -  
dent  of t h a t  month. In  f a c t ,  t h e r e  is no evidence of 
any important i n i t i a t i v e  by any of h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  during 
t h a t  winter .  

In March, still  i n  Mao's absence, Mao's wife began 
he r  spec tacu la r  rise t o  t h e  t o p ,  working then--with Lin 
Piao--on t h e  problem of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  
PLA. Later  i n  March, Peking announced t h a t  Mao was not 
ill--meaning, perhaps, t h a t  he had recovered,  poss ib ly  
from an opera t ion  i n  February. On t h e  same day, Liu Shao- 
chi--who knew o r  suspected t h a t  h i s  own s t a t u s  was now 
i n  quest ion,  a s  (it was l a t e r  learned) he t o l d  someone 
so a t  t h e  time--was s e n t  abroad f o r  a month. 

By t h e  end of March, Mao was back i n  ac t ion ,  c l e a r l y  
i n  command. He intervened i n  t h e  Chinese p a r t y ' s  negotia- 
t i o n s  with t h e  Japanese pa r ty ,  peremptori ly r e j e c t i n g  t h e i r  
d r a f t  communique and thus  revers ing  s e v e r a l  of h i s  top  
l i e u t e n a n t s .  Peng Chen disappeared f r o m  s i g h t  a t  t h a t  

v 

t ime,  and t h e  p a r t y  p r e s s  very quickly discovered t h a t  
t h e  work of t h e  anti-Mao playwright was indeed a ltpoison- 
ous weed ." The p a k t y l s  Peking committee under Peng Chen 
t r i e d  t o  p r o t e c t  its own l e a d e r s  by j o i n i n g  t h e  a t t a c k  
on l e s s e r  f i g u r e s ,  but  Maots spokesmen c a r r i e d  t h e  a t t a c k  
i n  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n .  

- iv- 



Prepar ing  t h e  Ground: The Conventional Apparatus 

In e a r l y  Apr i l ,  t h e  PLA newspaper p u b l i c l y  f o r e c a s t  
t h e  course of t h e  next s e v e r a l  months--a wide-scale i f  
not high-reaching purge. The M c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ionw t h e n  
began f o r  t h e  pub l i c  i n  l a t e  Apr i l  and l a y ,  with meetings 
and r a l l i e s  of a l l  elements of t h e  populat ion t o  denounce 
t h e  "black gangw uncovered i n  Peking ( the  a t tacked play- 
wright and h i s  f r i e n d s  on t h e  Peking committee), and t o  
swear a l l eg iance  t o  Maots thought.  Throughout t h i s  April- 
May period,  t h e  conventional pa r ty  apparatus under Liu 
and Teng, using conventional methods, was i n  charge of t h e  
conduct of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ionw,  Liu and Teng, 
given i n  e f f e c t  another  chance, seemed t o  be doing a 
good, r o u t i n e  job; t h e r e  was nothing i n  t h e . m a t e r i a l s  
of t h e  period t o  suggest  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  apparatus i t s e l f  

# would be displaced by ext raordinary  v e h i c l e s  i n  l a t e r  
s t ages .  

Mao reappeared near Shanghai i n  e a r l y  May, looking 
good. A review of h i s  medical record ,  however, suggested 
that--apart  from a poss ib le  success fu l  opera t ion  f o r  
Parkinson's d i sease  . (as some observers  believe)--he was 
probably s u f f e r i n g  from organic b r a i n  damage--the r e s u l t  
of pre-seni le  changes o r  strokes--which could be expected 
progress ive ly  t o  impair h i s  reasoning and judgment and 
t o  increase  h i s  susp ic ion  and d i s t r u s t .  In  o t h e r  words, 
c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  of Bbao's behavior which had been evident  
i n  h i s  p o l i c i e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  years  would probably be ac- 
centuated.  A t  a p a r t y  meeting l a t e r  i n  May, @ao gave 
some f u r t h e r  guidance--but again, apparent ly,  unclear  
guidance--on t h e  conduct of t h e  t l revolut  iont?. 

F a i l u r e  of t h e  Apparatus: The Work-Teams 

With t h e  ground prepared i n  Apri l  and May, on 1 
June t h e  p a r t y  began t o  move aga ins t  t h e  range of c u l t u r a l  
and educat ional  organiza t ions  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  agains t  
t h e  educators ,  the  most important of whom were concur- 
r e n t l y  s e c r e t a r i e s  of t h e  p a r t y  committees i n  t h e i r  in- 
s t i t u t i o n s .  Liu and Teng, presumably on t h e  b a s i s  of a 



good performance i n  Apri l  and May, were still i n  charge 
of implementing t h e  %?evolution." The instrument of t h e  
" revolut  iontt i n  June--ailmost c e r t a i n l y  approved by Mao 
i n  t h e  Yay meeting--was t h e  "work-team." These small  
teams, which had been used be fo re  i n  t h e  countryside,  
were named by higher  pa r ty  bodies and assigned t o  in- 
v e s t  i g a t e  and reorganize  educat ional  and c u l t u r a l  bodies ; 
t h e  teams commonly followed o r  e f f e c t e d  t h e  removal of 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  admin i s t r a to r s  and p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  and 
took charge. 

With a f e w  exceptions,  t h e  work-teams f a i l e d  t o  
back t h e  most m i l i t a n t  elements on t h e  campuses (and 
elsewhere),  and i n  many cases  suppressed them i n  t h e  
same ways a s  had t h e  l o c a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  whom t h e  work- 
teams had dislodged.  The work-teams c l e a r l y  d id  not 
have a d i r e c t i v e  t o  support  such elements,  and ~ i u S h a o -  
c h i  and Teng Hsiao-ping have been p r i n c i p a l l y  blamed f o r  
t h i s .  While l a o t s  spokesmen have encouraged t h e  view t h a t  
Liu and Teng were consciously sabotaging Mao's pol icy ,  
and t h i s  may be t r u e ,  the  evidence is good t h a t  again 
theg d i d  not  have a c l e a r  d i r e c t i v e  from Mao hi-= 
In o t h e r  words, Mao had again set  them a test, and again  
--whether d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  o r  from l a c k  of understanding-- 
theg  had f a i l e d  t o  do what he wished, toge the r  with 
much of t h e  p a r t y  apparatus.  

I 

Beginning a t  t h e  end of June, probably on Maots 
i n i t i a t i v e ,  t h e r e  was in te rven t ion  on t h e  campuses by 
off icers- - inc luding Piime. Mao--of what was soon t o  be 
revealed  a s  t h e  "group i n  charge of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t i o n ,  p lus  t h e  more p r e s t i g i o u s  and a d r o i t  Chou En-lai.  
These l e a d e r s  apologized t o  t h e  "revolut ionary s tudents t t  
f o r  t h e  "mistakest1 of t h e  work-teams, and backed t h e  
m i l i t a n t s  aga ins t  t h e  teams, which were withdrawn i n  t h e  
next month. 

The New Di rec to ra te  and t h e  New Di rec t ive  

For t h e  rest of t h e  s u m m e r ,  Mao and t h e  new f i g u r e s  
i n  h i s  favor  were improvising. The new c e n t r a l  l q c u l t u r a l  



r e v o l u t i o n  groupw under Chen Po-ta (Mao's long-time writer) 
was s u r f a c e d  i n  e a r l y  Ju ly .  The new instruments  of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  immediately formed, were t o  be mrevo lu t iona ry  
committees" respons ive  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  group, chosen by 
e l e c t i o n  and d i r e c t e d  t o  "give a free r e i n  t o  t h e  masses" 
(meaning t h e  m i l i t a n t s )  . On t h e  campuses, these c o m m i t -  
t e e s  i n i t i a t e d  another  and longer  pe r iod  of a t  l e a s t  p a r t i -  
a l l y  directed v io lence  , a g a i n s t  "enemiesw i d e n t i f i e d  i n  
t h e  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s .  Off t h e  campuses, t h e  ' r revolut ionw 
was a l s o  proceeding t u r b u l e n t l y ,  a l though wi th  less vio- 
l ence  and d i s r u p t  ion  of normal a c t i v i t y  . 

I n  e a r l y  August, Mao r e p o r t e d l y  dec lared  h i s  favor  
d i r e c t l y - i n  a wall-poster--for t h e  m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e  Chou En-lai  and Idme. Mao both  began to 
prepare  t h e  students--some a l r eady  organized a s  Red 
Guards--f o r  l a r g e - s c a l e  a c t  ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  appara- 
t u s ,  t e l l i n g  them no t  t o  d i s s i p a t e  t h e i r  f o r c e s  by f i g h t -  
i n g  among themselves,  bu t  t o  concen t ra t e  them a g a i n s t  
enemies i n  t h e  p a r t y .  Then on 8 August t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  ! committee--then i n  plenum--issued a 16-point d i r e c t i v e  f o r  
t h e  conduct of t h e  r t revolu t  ion1' i n  which m i l i t  an t  exhor t  a- 
t i o n s  were foremost and which served  t o  encourage t h e  
m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s  who were soon t o  be turned  loose  on t h e  
p a r t y  appara tus .  

The 8 August d i r ec t ive - - the  main l i n e s  of which 
were c r e d i b l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Mao personal ly- -s ta ted  t h e  
p a r t y ' s  aim of b r ing ing  down t h e  opponents of Mao's l i n e  
i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  p ra i sed  t h e  r evo lu t iona ry  young, predic ted  
' ' f a i r l y  s t r o n g H  r e s i s t a n c e ,  c a l l e d  f o r  t h i s  t o  be a t t a c k e d  
with ndaring. .  .above every th ing  else, t o l d  t h e  p a r t y  not  
t o  f e a r  "disorder.," and s t a t e d  t h a t  "al l  f o r c e s  must be 
concent ra ted  t o  s t r i k e v  a g a i n s t  t h e  "main t a r g e t  ... i n  t h e  
par ty ."  It  went on t o  c l a s s i f y  a l l  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  ac- 
cording t o  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  toward t h e  r evo lu t ion ,  warned 
them a g a i n s t  counter -a t tacking  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  and 
reassured  them t h a t  t hey  would not  be c r i t i c i z e d  by name 
i n  t h e  p r e s s  (i . e ;  o f f i c i a l l y  condemned) without higher- 
l e v e l  approval .  I n  sum, t h e  d i r e c t i v e  i n c i t e d  t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  young a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  appara tus  without  pro- 
v i d i n g  them wi th  any c l e a r  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
between those  l o y a l  t o  Maots thought and those  d i s l o y a l ,  



whi le  keeping i n  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p ' s  hands t h e  l a t e r  
d e c i s i o n  as t o  whom a c t u a l l y  t o  purge. 

The New Team and t h e  Red Guards 

T h i s  p a r t y  plenum which had produced t h e  16-point 
d i r e c t i v e  l a s t e d  through 12 August. There is some evidence 
t h a t  a minor i ty  showed r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h i s  plenum t o  Mao's 
p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  conduct of t h e  r evo lu t ion ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  subordina t ion  of t h e  
convent ional  p a r t y  appara tus  and f o r  a t t a c k s  on it by t h e  
Red Guards about t o  emerge. P a r t y  spokesmen have implied 
t h a t  Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping l e d  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  
f o r c e s  a t  t h e  plenum, bu t  it is not  c l e a r  whether they  
were i n  open oppos i t ion  t o  Mao o r  ( i n  defending themselves 
a g a i n s t  charges)  simply s a i d  t h i n g s  t h a t  were taken  a s  
open oppos i t ion  because Mao was a l r eady  determined t o  break 
them. I n  any case ,  Liu  and Teng were demoted by t h e  plenum 
(Teng, t h e  j u n i o r ,  was not he ld  r e spons ib le  t o  t h e  same 
degree  f o r  t h e  p a i r ' s  " e r r o r s w ) ,  and Lin P iao  was "un- 
animously" e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  p a r t y ' s  ( so le)  v i c e  chairman. ' 

Lin  addressed t h e  plenum, i d e n t i f y i n g  himself completely 
with Mao, s t a t i n g  h i s  f avor  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a n t s ,  announcing 
t h e  new team's p lans  f o r  r eo rgan iz ing  t h e  p a r t y  according  
t o  Mao's p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
successo r s ,  r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  team's i n t e n t i o n  t o  purge 
t h o s e  who proved t o  be hard-case i n c o r r i g i b l e s  among 
p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  and conf id ing  h i s  expec ta t  ion of a long 
and hard  s t r u g g l e .  

OL 13 August t h e  c e n t r a l  committee i ssued  a com- 
munique on t h e  plenum. While c e r t a i n  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
t h e  p a r t y  and t h e  PLA p r e s s  i n  commenting on t h e  8 August 
d i r e c t i v e  had suggested p o s s i b l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  degrees  
of m i l i t a n c y  among members of t h e  new team, t h e  communique 
i t s e l f  was thoroughly m i l i t a n t ,  r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  need f o r  
"daring1@ and f o r  t u r n i n g  t h e  masses loose .  Soon the re -  
a f t e r ,  on 18 August, t h e  Red Guards made t h e i r  f i r s t  ap- 
pearance a t  a r a l l y  which d isp layed  L in  P iao  p u b l i c l y  as 
Mao's new anointed successo r .  The r a l l y  a l s o  d i sp layed  
t h e  rest of t h e  new team ( l e s s  Mme. Mao) : Chou En- la i  



a s  still th i rd- ranking,  Tao Chu ( the  new propaganda c h i e f )  
and Chen Po-ta of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupw newly 
r i s e n  t o  f o u r t h  and f i f t h ,  Teng Hsiao-ping s i x t h  but 
demoted among a c t i v e  l eaders ,  Rang Sheng ( the  o l d  po l i ce  
f i g u r e )  r i s e n  t o  seventh,  and L i u  Shao-chi down a l l  t h e  
way from second t o  e igh th .  Commentaries immediately f o l -  1 

lowing t h e  18 August r a l l y  suggested s t r o n g l y  t h a t  a 
number of o t h e r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  would be brought down, in- 
c luding any who r e s i s t e d  t h e  a t t a c k s  of t h e  Red Guards. - 

The Unleashing of t h e  Red ~ u & d s  
. . 

In t h e  days fol lowing t h e  r a l l y ,  Chou En-lai and 
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  gave - 
a number of interviews t o  t h e  Red Guards, bypassing t h e  
conventional  p a r t y  apparatus which was about to  be a t tacked.  
The Guards were t o l d  t h a t  they  were free t o  organize them- 
s e l v e s  any way they  l i k e d ,  and t o  s a y  i n  t h e i r  pos te r s  
anything they l i k e d .  They were express ly  i n c i t e d  agains t  
the  p a r t y  apparatus,  but--as confirmed i n  many accounts 
of t h e s e  brief ings-- they were not given s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s ;  
and were t o l d  repeatedly  t o  s o m  t h e i r  problems (whom 
t o  a t t a c k ,  and how hard t o  a t t ack)  f o r  themselves. In 
o t h e r  words, once again t h e  instruments of t h e  revolu- 
f ion were s e t  i n  motion without c l e a r  guidance. (This 
f e a t u r e  of t h e  revolut ion-- incredib le  t o  most Western 
observers--derives from Mao's conception of t h e  process 
as a t e s t  of both t h e  pa r ty  o f f i c i a l s  being at tacked and 
t h e  a-king f o r c e s ,  a revo lu t ionary  lvstorm" i n  which 
p o t e n t i a l  revolut ionary  successors--both s e n i o r  and 
junior--would prove themselves. The concept,  t o  an out- 
s i d e r ,  is b a s i c a l l y  i r r a t i o n a l ;  but  it is c l e a r l y  Mao's 
concept,  and l a o  i n  important r e s p e c t s  is i r r a t i o n a l )  . - 

In t h e  l a s t  t e n  days of August t h e  Red Guards 
b u r s t  out  i n  t h e  streets of Chinese cit ies.  Their  a c t i o n s  
were f i r s t  repor ted  as d i r e c t e d  aga ins t  t h e  v i s i b l e  s i g n s  
of t r a d i t i o n a l  , Western and Soviet  inf luence  , but a p i c t u r e  
l a t e r  emerged of v io lence  from t h e  s t a r t ,  with beat ings ,  
t o r t u r e ,  forced l abor ,  pressured s u i c i d e s ,  and murder ( a l l  
of t h i s  aga ins t  a defense less  populace), a t t a c k s  on p a r t y  

- ix- 



headquarters  and p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  and c lashes  between 
v i s i t i n g  Red Guards and kocal  fo rces  ( inc luding Red 
Guards) organized by l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s .  La te r  information i 
a l s o  showed t h a t  t h e  Red Guards even i n  t h i s  f i r s t  s t age  , 
of t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  began t o  s p l i t  i n t o  h o s t i l e  and com- 
p e t  ing  f a c t  ions ,  poss ib ly  r e f l e c t  ing d i f fe rences  i n  t h e  
new team i t s e l f .  

The Subsidence of t h e  Red Guards 

The v io lence  of t h e  Red Guards began t o  subs ide  
i n  Peking--the p i l o t  a rea  f o r  t h e  country--at t h e  end of 
August, a t  which t i m e  L i n - P i a o  and Chou En-lai made t h e  
f i r s t  of a s e r i e s  of speeches i n  which t h e  two l e a d e r s  
were t o  t ake  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  l i n e s ,  l ead ing  t o  specula- 
t i o n  about c r i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between them. I n  t h i s  
case ,  while both c a l l e d  f o r  b e t t e r  d i s c i p l i n e  on t h e  p a r t  
of t h e  Red  Guards Cfbon't h i t  peoplew),  Lin again  i n c i t e d  
them aga ins t  pa r ty  l e a d e r s  while  Chou did  not .  However, , 
i n  b r i e f i n g  Red Guards going out  t o  t h e  provinces,  Chou L 

a l s o  encouraged t h e  Red Guards t o  move aggress ive ly  aga ins t  
l o c a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  d e s p i t e  an t i c ipa ted  r e s i s t a n c e .  Chou 
again  refused--at t h i s  s tage-- to s p e c i f y  t a r g e t s  or t o  
s t a t e  t h e  new team's favor  f o r  one wing of t h e  Red Guards 
over o the r s ,  although both of these  t h i n g s  were done a t  
a l a t e r  s t a g e .  There is no evidence t h a t  Lin P iao  o r  
any o t h e r  l eader  was g iv ing  t h e  Guards con t ra ry  ins t ruc -  
t ions  p r i v a t e l y .  

- at 
While t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  Peking were c a l l i n g  

both f o r  mi l i tancy and f o r  d i s c i p l i n e ,  and Peking i t se l f  
was f a i r l y  q u i e t ,  s e r i o u s  c l a s h e s  continued elsewhere i n  
China u n t i l  mid-September. In  some of t h e s e  c lashes ,  
thousands of people were engaged, sometimes wi th  hundreds 
of i n j u r i e s  and dozens of dead. There is e x c e l l e n t  evi -  
dence of t h e  insolence and b r u t a l i t y  of t h e  Red Guards 
toward p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  and even t h e  PLA. It seems c l e a r  
t h a t  t h e  dominant l e a d e r s  d id  not  t r y  very  hard t o  hold 
t h e  Guards wi th in  well-defined limits. 



Some observers  have held t h a t  it was r e a l l y  t h e  
o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  Red Guards i n  t h a t  per iod  t o  overthrow 
t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  of t h e  reg iona l ,  p rov inc ia l  and 
municipal bodies they  "bombarded, and t h a t  they  there-  
f o r e  f a i l e d  in  t h e i r  mission: but t h e  evidence is t o  
t h e  cont rary .  J u s t  a s  t h e  Guards were not  given specific 
t a r g e t s ,  s o  they were not t o l d  how f a r  t o  go, and t h e  
PLA a t  t h a t  s t a g e  was not  t o l d  t o  he lp  them. Moreover, 
a survey of t h e  Red Guard act ion-- that  is, of t h e  t a r g e t s  
of a t t a c k ,  and of t h e  weight of t h e  attacks--shows no 
p a t t e r n .  I n  Peking's eyes t h e  mission of t h e  Red Guards 
seems t o  have been, a t  t h a t  s t a g e ,  not  t o  overthrow but  
t o  shock, shake up, t e s t e  responses o f ,  t h e  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  ou t s ide  Peking--out of Mao's dogmatic b e l i e f  
t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  would emerge from such a "stormt' and out  
of the new team's p r a c t i c a l  d e s i r e  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  ma te r i a l  
on which t o  base t h e  r e a l  purge- l i s t  l a t e r .  The first 
secretaries ou t s ide  Peking, however, may well  have con- 
cluded t h a t  most of them would end up on t h e  list no 
mat ter  what they did.  

On 15 September, a t  a t h i r d  g r e a t  r a l l y  marking 
t h e  end of t h e  first per iod  of Red Guard v io lence ,  Lin 
P iao  again c a l l e d  f o r  a c t i o n  (by implicat ion,  violence)  
aga ins t  pa r ty  l eaders ,  while Chou En-lai chose t o  empha- 
s i z e  a cons t ruc t ive  r o l e  f o r  t h e  Red Guards--ass ist ing 
i n  production. Again t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  suggested pos- 
sible pol icy  d i f fe rences .  However, p a r t y  and PLA journa l s  
soon endorsed t h e  p o s i t i o n s  taken by both l eaders ,  and 
t h e  Red Guards d id  i n  f a c t  he lp  with t h e  ha rves t .  

In b r i e f i n g  t h e  Red Guards i n  t h a t  period f o r  f u t u r e  
opera t ions ,  Chou En-lai and o t h e r s  of Mao's new team em- 
phasized t h a t  it was not  Mao's i n t e n t i o n  t o  des t roy  t h e  
conventional p a r t y  apparatus,  and imposed c l e a r ,  s p e c i f i c  
l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  Guards (e .g. they  were not t o  s e i z e  
o f f i c i a l  media, o r  imprison people) . These spokesmen 
continued, however, t o  r e f u s e  t o  provide s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s  
o r  t o  a r b i t r a t e  t h e  q u a r r e l s  among t h e  Red Guards; and 
t h e  Guards themselves continued t o  p o l a r i z e ,  preparing 
t o ' s e t  up r i v a l  headquarters .  A t  t h e  end of September, 
it appeared t h a t  f u r t h e r  and s t r o n g  a c t  ion would be taken 
a g a i n s t  important f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  pa r ty ,  but  t h a t  t h e r e  
might be some delay.  



Wait ing  , Per haps Debating 

The p a r t y t s  pronouncements i n  e a r l y  October were 
t h i n  and ambiguous: e.g. ,  t h e  p a r t y  journa l  i n  a s i n g l e  
e d i t o r i a l  c a l l e d  f o r  " s t r i k i n g  downw par ty  l e a d e r s  and 
f o r  allowing them t o  c o r r e c t  t h e i r  e r r o r s .  However, with- 
ou t  p u b l i c i t y ,  t h e  new team moved t o  r e i n s t a t e  t h e  most 
m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s  (now Red Guards) who had been denounced 
and suppressed by t h e  work-teams, and i n  o t h e r  ways 
began a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  show its favor f o r  t h i s  wing. 
Moreover, a l s o  without pub1 i c i t  y, s e l f - c r i t i c i s m s  by 
l e a d e r s  who had made "mistakesw (e .g. Liu Shao-chi's wife) 
were being o f fe red .  Peking continued i n  t h i s  period t o  
make known t h a t  Lin Piao  was t o  be Maoys successor  and 
t o  t r y  t o  v a l i d a t e  h i s  claim t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  

There is some evidence t h a t  i n  mid-October an im- 
po r t an t  member of t h e  new team submitted t o  t h e  o t h e r s  
a r e p o r t  on t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revolut ion* which was soon 
found unsa t i s fac to ry ,  indeed a con t inua t ion  of t h e  "er- 
roneous l ine1* of Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping. This 
r e p o r t  might have been by Tao Chu (who began t o  be at tacked 
i n  p o s t e r s  t h r e e  weeks l a t e r ) ,  and may have been seen 
as an e f f o r t  by Tao t o  p ro tec t  t h e  p a r t y  apparatus (in- 
c lud ing  T a o l s  own a s s e t s  i n  t h e  Central-South, where he 
had been t h e  reg iona l  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y ) ,  aga ins t  t h e  p lans  
of more m i l i t  a n t  members of t h e  new team. 

On 18 October, t h e r e  was another  mass r a l l y  which 
was confined t o  a drive-by and seemed aborted.  The reason 
apparent ly  l a y  i n  a d i spu te  among t h e  Red Guards about 
pos t ing  pub l i c  c r i t i c i s m  of Liu Shao-chi, a d i spu te  which 
may, again,  have r d f l e c t e d  disagreement i n  t h e  new team 
as t o  how t o  handle Liu. The Guards were t o l d ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
t h a t  t h e  time was not  r i p e ,  which l e d  t o  such large-sca le  
f i g h t i n g  among them t h a t  t h e  plans f o r  a conventional 
r a l l y  were changed. A t  about t h i s  t i m e ,  r i v a l  Red Guard 
headquar ters  began t o  appear. 

Immediately t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  p a r t y  p r e s s  began a 
series of ex t remels  .mi l i t an t  commentaries which suggested 
t h a t  t h e  dominant f i g u r e s  of t h e  new team were t r y i n g  t o  



persuade some o t h e r s  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  was a t  hand f o r  deci- 
s i v e  a c t  ion  a g a i n s t  some of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  d i s favor .  
In t h e  same per iod ,  t h e  r e c e n t l y - r e h a b i l i t a t e d  m i l i t a n t s  
of t h e  Red Guards smashed up some government o f f i c e s  i n  
Peking, and t h e r e  was a barrage of pos te r  a t t a c k s  on 
m i n i s t r i e s  and t h e i r  coordinat ing s t a f f  off  ices. These 
var ious  developments suggested t o  some observers  a warn- 
i n g  t o  Chou En-lai  and o t h e r s  not t o  p e r s i s t  i n  opposi- 
t i o n  t o  t h e  p l a n s  of t h e  dominant f i g u r e s .  While Chou 
and Tao Chu both might reasonably be regarded a s  l e s s  
m i l i t a n t  than  some o t h e r s ,  Chou a t  l e a s t  was i n  good favor  
and remained s o ,  and t h e  line-up of t h e  t i m e  t h u s  remains 
obscure. 

Mao 's Scenario 

On 31 October, Red Flag made pub l i c  a scenar io  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  course  of t h e  purge. It t o l d  p a r t y  o f f i -  
c i a l s  t h a t ,  with t h e  exception of a f e w  hard cases ,  those  
i n  d i s favor  with t h e  new team could, keep from g e t t i n g  
purged by conducting a g rove l l ing  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  admit- 
t i n g  t h e i r  e r r o r s  (e ,g. i n  t h e  period of t h e  work-teams, 
o r  dur ing  Red Guard llbombardmentsn) , r e s t o r i n g  t h e  reput  a- 
t i o n s  of those  they  had damaged, and ( i n  e f f e c t )  swear- 
ing e t e r n a l  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  l a o l s  thought.  While some 
observers  argued t h a t  Peking was r e a l l y  say ing  t h a t  it 
was unable t o  a c t  aga ins t  l eaders  i n  d i s f a v o r ,  t h e  edi- 
t o r i m s u g g e s t e d  ins tead  t h a t  Mao was planning a prolonged, 
e l abora te  s p e c t a c l e  of a kind he had s t aged  before on a 
smal ler  s c a l e .  

Mate r i a l s  received much l a t e r  revealed  t h a t  t h e  
Chinese p a r t y  was holding a work-conference a t  t h i s  t i m e  
--ending about 8 November--in which Mao and Lin made 
important speeches,  and i n  which Liu and Teng, both i n  
d isgrace ,  o f fe red  t h e i r  first s e l f - c r i t i c i s m s  . This con- 
ference was e v i d e n t l y  attended by many o r  most of t h e  
reg iona l  and p rov inc ia l  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  whom Mao could 
have purged on t h e  s p o t  i f  t h a t  was a l l  he wanted t o  do. 
The speeches of Mao and Lin, which a r e  l i t t l e  known, a r e  
except i o n a l l y  va luable  f o r  an underst  anding of what Mao 
and Lin i n  f a c t  wanted - t o  do. 



Mao i n  h i s  speech blamed himself f o r  having allowed 
Liu and Teng ( f o r  some yea r s  before  August) t o  handle t h e  
l l rout ine  workw of t h e  pa r ty ,  admitted t h a t  he had not  fo re -  
s e e n  every  t u r n  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion ,  and r ea f f i rmed  
t h e  va lue  of mass a c t i o n .  He went on t o  t e l l  h i s  audience 
--in p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  leaders-- 
t h a t  t h e y  had not  been well-prepared f o r  t h e  Red Guard 
descent  on them i n  August and September and should be 
be t te r -prepared  f o r  (he implied) another  wave. He at- 
tempted t o  r e a s s u r e  them t h a t  most of them would "pass 
t h e  test," and s a i d  t h a t  even Liu  and Teng need not  be 
regarded a s  hard-case i n c o r r i g i b l e s  l i k e  Peng Chen and 
o t h e r s  of t h e  f i r s t  group. (Mao was not  convincing, how- 
eve r ,  i n  t h i s  avuncular r o l e  .) 

Maogs speech was appa ren t ly  followed by t h e  s e l f -  
c r i t i c i s m s  of Liu  and Teng, i n  which both accepted re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  provid ing  er roneous  guidance (i. e., 
guidance l a t e r  found s o )  t o  t h e  work-teams.. Liu went on 
t o  blame himself f o r  c e r t a i n  r i g h t i s t  retreats i n  p o l i c y  
i n  e a r l i e r  yea r s  which Mao almost c e r t a i n l y  had approved 
a t  t h e  t i m e  bu t  which he now wished t o  a t t r i b u t e  t o  some- 
one e l s e .  However, n e i t h e r  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  as r epor t ed ,  
was as g r o v e l l i n g  a s  Mao appeared t o  d e s i r e .  In  f a c t ,  
L iu  made a th in ly -ve i l ed  defense  of h i s  a c t i o n s ,  a rguing  
( t r u t h f u l l y )  t h a t  he had n o t  been given c l e a r  guidance. 

L i n  P i a o  i n  h i s  speech t o  t h e  conference d i d  not  
bother  t o  adopt a c o n c i l i a t o r y  pose and was harsh  toward 
Liu  and Teng i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  He emphasized t h a t  Mao meant 
t o  c a r r y  o u t  a thorough s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  opposing ideology,  
f o r  a s  long  as neoessary. He t o o  p ra i sed  t h e  Red Guards. 
He a l s o  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  most of t h e  p a r t y  apparatus  o u t s i d e  
Peking was llgood,lt bu t  he s a i d  f r a n k l y  t h a t  a l l  l o c a l  
l e a d e r s  would be judged f o r  t h e  mis takes  t h a t  a l l  l o c a l  
committees had made. I t  is doubt fu l  t h a t  many of t h e  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  from t h e  r eg ions  and provinces were 
reassured  by t h i s  p resen ta t ion .  

-x iv- 



Prepara t ions  f o r  t h e  Spectac le  

Immediately fol lowing t h e  conference, on 10 November 
People 's Daily re turned t o  t h e  propos it ion--ident i f  i e d  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r w i t h  Chou En-lai-that t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t ion must not  be allowed t o  i n t e r f e r e  with production.  
It was f u r t h e r  repor ted  t h a t  f a c t o r i e s  were being allowed 
t o  disband Red Guard u n i t s  and r e p l a c e  them by "mi l i t i a . "  
Chou continued i n  high favor .  

During t h e s e  first two weeks of November, t h e r e  
were renewed r e p o r t s  of s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  involving t h e  
Red Guards on one hand and p a r t y  f i g u r e s ,  t h e  PLA, and 
f a c t o r y  workers on t h e  o the r .  I n  some of these ,  t h e  Red 
Guards again bea t  and t o r t u r e d  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  . In  mid- 
November, t h e  p a r t y  closed t h e  c i t y  of Peking t o  v i s i t -  
ing Red Guards f o r  t h e  winter ,  and a l s o  forbade  t h e  Guards 
from opera t ing  p r i v a t e  j a i l s ,  kangaroo cour t s ,  and t o r t u r e  
chambers. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  however, t h e  c e n t r a l  committee 
issued a genera l  d i r e c t i v e  on t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of t h e  
m i l i t a n t s ,  another  s i g n  of t h e  favor  of t h e  dominant f i g u r e s  
f o r  t h e  very  f o r c e s  which had been doing these  t h i n g s .  

As of mid-November, t h e  new team i t s e l f  d i d  not 
seem s t a b l e .  It was still dominated by an i r r a t i o n a l  
and h ighly  susp ic ious  man whose continued favor  could 
not be counted on and who might himself behave s o  badly 
t h a t  h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  would combine t o  overthrow him, 
and its o t h e r  members looked l i k e  a mismatched set .  There 
had a l ready been s i g n s  of disagreement --perhaps very 
s e r i o u s  disagreement--among them, drawn along ' m i l i t a n t  
and 'moderate' l i n e s .  Most observers ,  even while d isagree-  
i n g  about what had happened i n  t h e  previous year,  could 
and d id  agree a t  t h a t  time t h a t  t h e  new team probably 
would not  l a s t .  

On 23 November, Red Guard pamphlets denouncing 
Liu and Teng i n  d e t a i l  seemed t o  f o r e t e l l  e a r l y  pub l i c  
ac t ion  aga ins t  some of t h e  p a r t y  leaders who had pre- 
v ious ly  been removed from t h e  pub l i c  scene o r  pub l i c ly  
demoted. Mao is s a i d  t o  have lef t  Peking ( a f t e r  a f i n a l  
Red Guard r a l l y )  oq 26 November. On 28 November, Maols 



wife pub l i c ly  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  those who had f a i l e d  Mao 
would be put through c r i t i c i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  i n  
pub l i c  s p e c t a c l e s ,  and t h a t  some would be brought down 
i n  any case ;  moreover, We.  Mao seemed t o  snub Tao Chu 
pub l i c ly  on t h i s  occasion.  

The Beginning of t h e  Spectac le  

On 4 December, Maofs new team began t o  s t a g e  t h i s  
long-promised series of spec tac les .  On t h a t  day, Peng 
Chen and s i x  lesser o f f i c i a l s  (Ncu l tu ra l "  f i g u r e s )  were 
handed over t o  t h e  Red Guards. Pos te r s  soon demanded 
t h e i r  " t r i a l , "  and o t h e r  p o s t e r s  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  dismis- 
s a l  from t h e i r  pos t s  of Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping. 
These were probably inOended i n  p a r t  a s  a warning t o  
r eg iona l  and p rov inc ia l  of P i c i a l s  t o  o f f e r  (or  augment) 
t h e i r  own s e l f - c r i t i c i s m s  before  time ran o u t .  

By t h i s  t i m e ,  a l l  or almost a l l  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  
r eg iona l  bureaus and p r o v i n c i a l  committees, and most of 
t h e  major municipal commit tees, had been repeatedly  cri- 
t i c i z e d  i n  Red Guard p o s t e r s .  Some of t h i s  cr i t ic ism--of  
those  not c r i t i c i z e d  earlier--may have been commissioned 
by t h e  new team to get such criticism on t h e  record ,  i n  
order  t o  j u s t i f y  a c t i o n  aga ins t  a l l  of those  (e.g. proteges 
of l e a d e r s  i n  d i s favor )  aga ins t  whom it wanted t o  move 
f o r  whatever reason. No doubt a l a r g e  purge- l i s t  was 
t a k i n g  shape. 

A t  t h i s  t ime (12 December), Red Flag  r e i t e r a t e d  
t h e  r i t u a l  by which an e r r i n g  o f f  icm must seek  forgive-  
ness--self-abasement, re ins ta tement  of those  in ju red ,  
and c o r r e c t i o n  of t h e  record .  This  e d i t o r i a l  was especi-  
a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  sugges t ing  t h a t  many o f f i c i a l s  were 
r e f u s i n g  t o  make t h e  kind of s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  Mao wanted, 
and i n  f u r t h e r  sugges t ing  t h a t  some of them were capable 
of p u t t i n g  Peking t o  a l o t  of t r o u b l e  before being brought 
down. 

Meanwhile, i n  e a r l y  December t h e r e  had continued 
t o  be s e r i o u s  c lashes  between t h e  Red Guards and pa r ty  



committees, between t h e  Guards and workers, and among 
elements of t h e  Guards. Beginning on 12 December, pakty 
Leaders--part icular ly Chou En-lai and Mme. Mao--again 
condemned vio lence  by, a g a i n s t ,  and among t h e  Guards, 
but  again s t a t e d  t h e i r  favor f o r  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  ele- 
ments of the Guards, those  c h i e f l y  responsib le  f o r  the 
violence .  Chou and Mme. Mao soan took a c t i o n  t o  d i s -  
band.somij of t h e  Red Guard o rgan iza t ions  which had opposed 
t h e s e  m i l i t a n t s ,  and Chou repor ted ly  asked f o r  a merger 
of Red Guard organiza t ions ,  presumably under t h e  domina- 
t i o n  of t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  Mao's new team was c l e a r l y  plan- 
n ing  t o  use t h e  Guards on a l a r g e  s c a l e  again. 

From 12 December, t h e  p u b l i c  scene i n  Peking was 
f i l l e d  with r a l l i e s .  On t h a t  d a t e ,  Peng Chen was put  on 
pub l i c  d i sp lay ,  poss ib ly  with o t h e r s  of the first group 
(Lu Ting-i,  Lo Jui-ching, Yang Shang-kun) . On 13 Decem- 
be r  Tao Chu, who himself may (but may not)  have been a l -  
ready marked f o r  d i sca rd ,  made t h e  f i r s t  pub l i c  a t t a c k  
by a p a r t y  l eader  on Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping, 
Tao is s a i d  t o  have h t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had not been enough 
c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  Liu/Teng line--and, of course,  not  
enough s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  by those  who had implemente,d it.  
Tao's defense of himself f o r  implemen%ing t h a t  l i n e  i n  
June and July was jeered by some of h i s  audience. . 

In mid-December, t h e  new team re leased  L i u ' s  s o l f -  
c r i t i c i s m ;  and Mme. Mao p u b l i c l y  r e j e c t e d  it a s  a "hoax, 
but  refused t o  l e t  t h e  Red Guards f e a t u r e  Liu and Teng 
i n  a pub l i c  ra l ly- -poss ib ly  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of not  gro- 
voking any add i t iona l  r e s i s t a n c e  from t h e  p a r t y  apparatus.  
She is a l s o  s a i d  t o  have t o l d  t h e  Guards t o  al low t h e  
Ministry of Pub l i c  Secur i ty  t o  make a l l  t h e  a r r e s t s ,  
while a t  t h e  same time c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  Ministry (still 
d i r e c t e d  by a protege of Teng Hsiao-ping who had turned 
aga ins t  Teng) and announcing t h a t  it o r  a t  l e a s t  elements 
of it would henceforth be subordinated t o  Lin Piao ' s  PLA. 
Moreover, i n  t h e  first known ins tance  of s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t -  
t ing  by a pa r ty  l eader  aga ins t  o t h e r s  not  a l ready i n  c l e a r  
d i s favor ,  Mme. Mao marked s e v e r a l  second-level l e a d e r s  
f o r  a c t i o n  by t h e  Red Guards. 



Pub1 ic criticism of  t h o s e  i n  d i s f a v o r  i n t e n s  i f  i ed ,  
b t h e r s  came i n t o  d i s f a v o r ,  and even o l d  opponents were 
ga the red  i n .  On 19 and 20 December, f r e s h  r a l l i e s  were 
h e l d  t o  denounce Peng Chen and o t h e r s  of t h e  first group; 
a l l  were d i sp l ayed  a t  the r a l l y ,  and were b r u t a l l y .  handled 
by t h e  Red Guards.  A t  t h e  s a m e  time, huge new p o s t e r s  
demanded f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  against--even " l i q u i d a t i o n w  of-- 
L i u  and Teng. Other  l e a d e r s ,  i nc lud ing  Ho Lung of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  committee (who was later t o  be accused 
of p lanning  a " r ebe l l i on"  o r  "coupw) w e r e  a l s o  denounced. 
Peng Te-huai, t h e  former  Min i s t e r  of Defense (Lin P i a o ' s  
p redecessor )  who had l e d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao i n  1959 
and t h e n  d i sappea red ,  was r e p o r t e d l y  s e i z e d  by Red Guards 
and brought t o  Peking. 

The d e c i s i o n  t o  move more f o r c e f u l l y '  a g a i n s t  op- . 
ponents  of t h e  new team seemed t o  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  two 
o t h e r  important  developments i n  December. On 26 December 
(Mao's 73rd b i r t h d a y ) ,  Peop le ' s  Dai ly  made p u b l i c  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l s  of  a p a r t y  d i r e c t i v e  VXEK turned  t h e  Red 
Guards and o t h e r  ' l revolut  ionaryw o r g a n i z a t  i a n s  l o o s e  
on t h e  f a c t o r i e s ;  it was soon r evea l ed  t h a t  t h e  "revolu- 
t ion '*  would move i n t o  t h e  coun t rys ide  lion a l a r g e  scale1' 
a s  w e l l ,  V i s i b l e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  wrevolut ion ' l  i n  t hose  
a r e a s  may have l e d  t h e  new team t o  t a k e  t h i s  a c t i o n  
e a r l i e r  t h a n  o r i g i n a l l y  in tended ,  The o t h e r  was t h e  f a l l  
of Tao Chu, hnd--apparently--of a number of  m i l i t a r y  
f i g u r e s ,  perhaps a 'week or s o  l a t e r .  '. 

In  e a r l y  January,  Tao, t h e  f our th- ranking  member 
of t h e  new team, was be ing  denounced i n  t h e  same terms 
as Liu  and Teng and may have been paraded around Peking; 
and a t  t h e  same t i m e  a number of m i l i t a r y  leaders--both 
commanders and p o l i t i c a l  o f f  icers--began t o  be denounced. 
There  were s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  a t  t h e  second 
l e v e l ,  who seemed marked f o r  d i s c a r d .  The p a r t y  appeared 
t o  be moving i n t o  a pe r iod  i n  which t h e r e  would be unusual 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  Mao's 1 i e u t e n a n t s  t o  maneuver a g a i n s t  
one another .  



Prospects  

With r e s p e c t  t o  a c t i o n  aga ins t  its opponents, Mao's 
new team by t h e  end of December 1966 had moved some d i s t ance  
from t h e  s i t u a t i o n  it had been i n  a s  e a r l y  as October and 
a s  l a t e  a s  l a t e  November--when its pronouncements had i n  
e f f e c t  put t h e  new team i t s e l f  on t r i a l ,  had obliged it 
t o  t a k e  some f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  if it were not  t o  seem e i t h e r  
f r i v o l o u s  o r  impotent. It had taken such ac t ion .  But 
it was again i n  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  seemed 
t o  be demanded--action aga ins t  those  i n  d i s favor  who had 
refused t o  go through t h e  e labora te  r i t u a l  prescr ibed 
f o r  them o r  had been found irredeemable anyway--including 
denunciat ion by name i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p ress ,  t h e  t r i a l  and 
sentencing of some of those  i n  custody i n  Peking, and 
t h e  dislodgement of some unregenerate l e a d e r s  (probably 
t h e  major i ty  of t h e  regional  and p rov inc ia l  first secre-  
t a r  i e s )  ou t s ide  Peking. 

The p a r t y  d i r e c t i v e s  of December, on extending t h e  
"revolutiont '  t o  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and t h e  countryside,  gave 
Mao's new team both an occasion and an instrument f o r  
t ak ing  a c t  ion a t  the same time aga ins t  r eg iona l  and pro- 
v i n c i a l  l eaders :  t h a t  is, t h e  progress  of t h e  revolu- 
t i o n  would s u r e l y  cause a g r e a t  d e a l  of d i so rde r  and 
add i t iona l  r e s i s t a n c e ,  and p a r t y  l eaders  o u t s i d e  Peking 
could be blamed f o r  t h i s ,  whereupon t h e  Red Guards and 
o the r  l t revolut ionarylf  organiza t ions  could depose those 
l eaders  by t h e  approved method of mass ac t ion ,  a c t i o n  
taken together  with acceptable elements of t h e  p a r t y  com- 
mittees. Reports from t h e  provinces i n  January 1967 sug- 
gested t h a t  t h i s  i n  f a c t  was happening a t  s e v e r a l  pbin ts ;  
Peking was expla in ing t h a t  t h e  simple voverthrown of those  
i n  d i s favor  would not  do, t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  be a "se izure  
of poweru by a llmass m ~ v e m e n t , ~  and was p r a i s i n g  revolu- 
t ionarg "rebels"  (agains t  t h e  conventional apparatus)  who 
were c a l l i n g  f o r  j o i n t  a c t i o n  with those  i n  t h e  p a r t y  
committees who were l o y a l  t o  Maots l i n e .  Once again, how- 

. . ever ,  a s  o f t e n  s i n c e  1957, Mao may have underestimated 
t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  h i s  new i n i t i a t i v e  would provoke. Already 
i n  l a t e  January there were ind ica t ions  t h a t  t h e  PLA would 
have t o  be used, something t h a t  Mao had p re fe r red  not  t o  



do, and which may have been t h e  i s s u e  behind t h e  purge 
of l a t e  December. Moreover, i f  a s  expected t h e  new of- 
f e n s i v e  were t o  have damaging economic consequences, t h e  ' 

s t r e n g t h  of t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  would a l s o  be expected t o  
increase .  

The r o l e  of t h e  PLA leaders-- including t h e  command- 
ers of r e g i o n a l  headquarters--may be c r i t i c a l .  These 
l e a d e r s  have had some reason' t o  worry, but  have not  had 
a s  good reason a s h a v e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  o u t s i d e  Peking 
t o  conclude t h a t  most of them w i l l  be purged no mat ter  
what they  do. On balance, it seems l i k e l y  t h a t  some of 
them w i l l  r e f u s e  t o  fol low Maots orders ,  but  t h a t  t h e  
g r e a t  ma jo r i ty  w i l l  do a s  they  a r e  t o l d .  Thus, w h i l e  
it is conceivable t h a t  Mao and o t h e r s  of t h e  new team w i l l  
be overthrown fol lowing a s p l i t  i n  t h e  PLA, t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  
seems otherwise.  The prospect  seems t o  be f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  

. r e s i s t a n c e  by var ious  combinat ions  of fo rces  a t  some 
p o i n t s ,  but  not f o r  r e s i s t a n c e  coordinated t o  t h e  po in t  
of posing a Chreat t o  Mao and t h e  o the r  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s .  

The t h r e a t  t o  t h e  new team seems still  t o  proceed 
p r imar i ly  from i tself .  Mao is st ill i r r a t i o n a l ,  perhaps 1 
inc reas ing ly  s o ,  dr iven by h i s  obsession,  The new team I 

even a s  recomposed--without Tao Chu--s t i l l  seems unstable ;  I 

not even Lin Piao,  l e t  alone t h e  l e s s  m i l i t a n t  ,Chou En- 1 

l a i ,  can be s u r e  of Mao's cont h u e d  favor .  
I 

, 
I ! . There a r e  var ious  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  a  t r u e  "power I 

I r  
s t ruggleH-- tha t  is, f o r  Maot s power. Two p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
t u r n  on L in f  s p o s i t  ion: i f  he sees himself as dec l in ing  
i n  Mao's f avor  ( the  tone  of Peking's t reatment  of Lin has 
been' muted s i n c e  November), he might make common cause 
a g a i n s t  Mao--with Chou and var ious  m i l i t a r y  leaders--while 
he still  can. Or i f  Lin is a c t u a l l y  deposed before he 
can do t h i s ,  t h e r e  might i n  consequence be t h e  kind of I 

e q u a l i z a t i o n  of s t r e n g t h  among t h e  two groups of Maols 
l ieu tenants- - the  Maoists, and t h e  r e l a t i v e  moderates 
around Chou--which would make a f r a n k  competition f e a s i b l e ;  
then,  should Chou win o u t ,  he might go on--with t h e  sup- 
por t  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders-- to depose Mao himself .  



There a r e  a t  l e a s t  two p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  a power 
s t r u g g l e  which do  not  depend on a d e c l i n e  i n  L i n t s  posi- 
t i o n .  One is t h a t  of Maots death,  which could come a t  
any time; t h e  new team might quickly  p u l l  a p a r t ,  through 
an i n t e n s i f i c h t e o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  seem al ready 
t o  e x i s t .  Another is t h a t  of Mao's severe  d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  
t o  t h e  po in t  of incapaci ty ,  s o  t h a t  h e l d  have t o  be 
s e t  a s i d e .  

While e v a l u a t i o n  of these  poss ib i l i t i e s  (especi- 
a l l y  t h e  h e a l t h  p i c t u r e )  is .hazardous, each of t h e  four  
--a Lin-led coup;--a-Chou-led coup, Maot s death,  o r  Mao's 
incapacity--should probably be regarded a s  an ou t s ide  
chance i n  i tself .  And t h e  f o u r  of them seem t o  add up 
t o  less than  an o v e r a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  of Mao's e a r l y  over- 
throw. In  sum, t h e  prospect  f o r  1967 seems t o  be f o r  
t h e  continued dominance of Mao and t h e  Maoists, and f o r  
t h e i r  continued progress--at var ious  speeds at  var ious  
points--toward t h e  reorgan iza t ion  of t h e  pa r ty ,  govern- 
mental and m i l i t a r y  apparatus throughout China. 



THB " CULTURAL REVOLUTION" AND ITS VEHICLES 

The ' 'great p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ionw i n  I 
China is s a i d  by Peking t o  have der ived from a number 
of i n s i g h t s  and pronouncements by Mao Tse-tung between 
1962 and t h e  end of 1965: e .g .  h i s  admonition t o  t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee's t e n t h  plenum i n  September 1962 
"never t o  f o r g e t  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e , ' '  h i s  complaint about 
t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  a r t s  i n  China i n  December 1963, h i s  
warning t o  Chinese l i t e r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  June 1964 
t h a t  they  and most of thei r  pub l i ca t ions  had f a i l e d  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  t h e  pa r ty ' s  p o l i c i e s ,  and h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n  i n  
another  c e n t r a l  committee meeting of September 1965 
t h a t  it was necessary t o  l ' c r i t  i c i z e  bourgeois reac t ion-  
ary  thinking."  Mao is f u r t h e r  s a i d  t o  have "personal ly 
organized and led1* t h e  % u l t u r a l  revolut'ion'' -in t h e  I t last  
ha l f  of 1965. lt 

While t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  now a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Mao were 
n o t  made pub l i c  a t  t h e  t i m e  and cannot be confirmed, t h e  
regime d i d  i n  f a c t  launch a l ' s o c i a l i s t  education1? campaign 
i n  s p r i n g  1963--a conventional campaign, conducted through 
orthodox p a r t y  organs, but  r epor ted ly  including a purge 
of low-level p a r t y  of f  icials--and i n  mid-1964 pub l i c ly  
ind ica ted  t h a t  something more ambitious l a y  ahead. On 
1 4  July 1964, i n  t h e  l a s t  of a series of v i o l e n t l y  
polemical a r t i c l e s  d i r e c t e d  aga ins t  t h e  Soviet  p a r t y ,  
Peking pub1 ished an a r t i c l e  "On Khr ushchev ' s Phoney Com- 
munism" which has s i n c e  been a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Mao personal ly .  
Among o t h e r  th ings  , t h e  a r t i c l e  spoke of "degenerat ionn 
i n  Chinese s o c i e t y  (and of t h e  e f f o r t s  of "degeneratesw 
t o  f i n d  "protec tors  and agents  i n  t h e  higher  l ead ing  
bodiesvt ) ,  of t h e  need f o r  a ''thorough s o c i a l i s t  revolu- 
t i o n  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and ideo log ica l  fronts1* requ i r -  I 

ing  a century  o r  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s ,  of t h e  need t o  con- 
duct extens  ive  s o c i a l  ist educat ion movements repeatedly  
throughout China, and of t h e  need t o  t r a i n  mi l l ions  of 
successors  who would c a r r y  on Maoqs p o l i c i e s  r a t h e r  than 
t o  allow China t o  evolve i n t o  a l*phoneyW Communist s t a t e  
l i k e  t h e  USSR. It was a s s e r t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  such suc- 
c e s s o r s  would come forward i n  llmass s t r u g g l e s ?  and be 
tempered i n  t h e  ''great storms of r evo lu t ion .  l' 



I t  is t h e  t h e s i s  of t h i s  paper  t h a t  Mao's obsess ion  
w i t h  t h e  problem of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  successors--of ensu r ing  
t h a t  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s ,  and t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s ,  be l e a d e r s  whom 
he  c o r n  t r u s t  t o  c a r r y  oTifTTs w i l l - - i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  f a c t  
i n  developments i n  China s i n c e  September 1965, Th i s  paper 
w i l l  contend t h a t  no  o t h e r  hypothes i s  can  e x p l a i n  e i t h e r  
t h e  course  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n M  o r  its c a s u a l t i e s .  

The September 1965 meet ing--not a plenum--of t h e  
CCP c e n t r a l  committee probably played a n  important  r o l e  
i n  shaping  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  and p o s s i b l y  i n  
f i x i n g  its t a r g e t s  among t h e  top-ranking l e a d e r s  of t h e  
p a r t y ;  bu t  t h e r e  % l i t t l e  s o l i d  in format ion  about  it. 
Beyond t h e  b a r e  s t a t emen t  of  t h e  p a r t y  t h a t  Mao a t  t h i s  
meeting "pointed o u t  t h a t  it is neces sa ry  t o  c r i t i c i z e  
bourgeois  r e a c t i o n a r y  thinkingvg--which might a t  t h e  t i m e  
have r e f e r r e d  narrowly t o  w c u l t u r a l "  matters, or a t  t h e  
o t h e r  extreme might have r e f e r r e d  t o  e v e r y  k ind  of opposi- 
t i o n  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  range  of Maots po l i c i e s - - the  evidence 
on t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  meet ing is conf ined  t o  a f e w  s t a t e -  
ments on o t h e r  occas ions ,  pro- 
nouncements by some purge l e a d e r s  which can ae r e a a l i n  
v a r i o u s  ways, and a s s e r t i o n s  made r e c e n t l y  i n  wal l -pos te rs .  

The ~ e ~ t e m b e r  1965 meeting need n o t ,  of cour se ,  
have been conf ined  t o  t h e  coming revol 'u t ion,  bu t  might 
have taken  up--as w e l l  a t  t h a t  t ime  a s .  another--a se t  
of  l a r g e  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s ,  n o t  on ly  t h e  c o n t e n t  and scope 
of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  but  p o l i c i e s  of economic 
and m i l i t a r y  development, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  war i n  
Vietnam on which Peking had s t a k e d  s o  much, t h e  implica- 
t i o n s  of a l l  t h i s  f o r  Peking ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  USSR, 
and s o  on. One Fore ign  O f f i c e  has  r e c e n t l y  advanced a 
c o n j e c t u r e  a long  j u s t  t h e s e  l i n e s ,  p o s i t i n g  a l fd i sputew 
i n  t h e  Chinese l e a d e r s h i p  a t  t h a t  time over  t h e  ques t ion  
of  (a) whether t o  improve r e l a t i o n s  wi th : . the  USSR a s  a 
hedge a g a i n s t  war w i t h  t h e  U. S . , (b) whether t o  push 
"thought reformff a t  a f a s t e r  tempo, ( c )  whether t o  g ive  
p r i o r i t y  t o  modernizat ion of t h e  m i l i t a r y  es tab l i shment ' ,  
and (d) whether t o  con t inue  wi th  economic read jus tment  
o r  launch another  "g rea t  l e a p  forward." But t h e  c o n j e c t ~ r e  
is obvious ly  i n f e r e n t i a l ,  and most o t h e r  o b s e r v e r s  would 
no t  r ega rd  t h e  ev idence  a s  p e r m i t t i n g  such  large conc lus ions  



There is some confirmation i n  t h e  1 October 1965 
number of Red F lag  t h a t  t h e  September 1965 meeting had 
been c o n c e r n e d i n l a r g e  p a r t  if not mainly wi th  t h e  fo r th -  
coming * * c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion , "  and t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
some r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  meeting t o  Mao's sense  of it. A 
major e d i t o r i a l  on t h a t  d a t e ,  ''Adopt t h e  P r o l e t a r i a n  
World Outlook t o  Create Our New World," reviewed t h e  
"tremendous successes" which had r e s u l t e d  from fol lowing 
Mao9s guidance and t h e  p a r t y ' s  l i n e ,  and went on t o  ob- 
s e r v e  ominously t h a t  "the o l d  ideas. .  .have always attemp-bed . 
t o  f i g h t  f o r  s u r v i v a l  and t o  disseminate t h e i r  inf luence  
under t h e  c loak of names and s logans  of soq ia l i sm and 
Marxism-Leninismn--the imp1 i c a t  ion be ing t h a t  some persons 
i n  t h e  p a r t y  who pmsented  an orthodox appearance were 
c o v e r t l y  h e r e t i c a l  . (This l i n e  was l a t e r  t o  emerge a s  
t h e  charge t h a t  Mao9s opponents were waving a f a l s e  'Red 
Flag '  i n  order  t o  b r ing  down t h e  r e a l  Red Flag.)  Never- 
t h e l e s s ,  it was still  poss ib le  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  journa l  t o  
r eassure  its readers  t h a t  t h e  determinat ion t o  achieve 
a through-going " p r o l e t a r i a n  world outlook...does not  
mean t h a t  w e  want t o  negate everyth ing and den ig ra te  
h e r i t a g e u ;  it was r a t h e r  t o  !'keep a l l  t h e  va luable  p q r t s  
i n t a c t  ," and t h e  method of opera t ion  was t o  be t h a t  of 
"democratic c r i t ic  i s m ,  " making " f u l l  u s e  of explanat  ion. I* 

The Red Flag warning about heresy-masked-as-orthodoxy 
was noF repeated  i n  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  of t h e  People ' s  Dai ly ,  
which was t o  l a g  u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing June i n  r e c e i w  
t h e  s i g n a l s  c o r r e c t l y  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v ~ l u t i o n . ~ '  

A wall-poster  not repor ted  u n t i l  January 1967 a l s o  
provides some confirmation of opposi t ion  t o  Maots concepts 
i n  t h a t  September 1965 meeting. l a o  himself is quoted 
i n  $he pos te r  a s  dec la r ing  t h a t  t h e  ' 'party cen te r .  , .pro- 
posed revisionism" i n  September and October 1965. The 
impl ica t ion  is t h a t  t h e  top  l e a d e r s  of t h e  pa r ty  apparatus- 
Liu Shao-ch i and Teng H s  iao-ping--led t h i s  opposi t ion ,  
and another pos te r  of t h e  same period express ly  accuses 
Teng of being i n  opposi t ion  t o  Mao i n  t h a t  meeting; but  
t h e s e  charges came a t  a time when Peking was blackening 
Liu and Teng r e t r o a c t i v e l y ,  and it is uncer ta in  whether 
they  r e a l l y  were i n  opposi t ion  t h a t  e a r l y .  

The evidence is a b i t  b e t t e r  t h a t  Peng Chen and 
Lo Jui-ching were among those  o f f e r i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  then  



t o  some aspect  of Mad's p lans  f o r  t h e  "revolution. ' '  Peng 
Chen, speaking on National  Day (1 October) i n  Peking, can 
be regarded a t  l e a s t  i n  h inds ight  a s  speaking 1 ike  a man 
who had l o s t  an argument about ncu l tu ra l "  pol icy  and 
wanted both  t o  r e a f f i r m  h i s  p o s i t i o n  and t o  keep t h e  sub -  
J e c t  open f o r  another  e f f o r t  l a t e r :  a f t e r  a number of 
f rank s ta tements  about China's backwardness and problems, 
Peng i n  t h i s  speech a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  must encourage 
t b e  " f u l l  a i r i n g  of d i f  i e r e n t  views" and must pay a t t en -  
t i o n  t o  a l l  views both c o r r e c t  and i n c o r r e c t ,  because 
"divergent views make comparison poss ib le  and help  guard 
aga ins t  onesidedness." (This can a l s o  be read  a s  an am- 
p l i f  %ca t ion  of por t ions  of t h e  Red Flag e d i t o r i a l ,  but  
Chou En-lai  i n  a speech on t h e  sameoccas ion d id  not t a k e  ' 
t h i s  l i n e . ) *  

*Lo Jui -chingls  speeches of May and September 1965 can 
a l s o  be read  a s  implying favor f o r  p o s i t i o n s  which, i f  
s t a t e d  i n  t h e  September meeting, could have got him i n t o  
t r o u b l e ,  B u t  r eaders  d i f f e r  a s  t o  which of h i s  conjectured 
views are app l i cab le .  Some hold t h a t  i n  h i s  May speech, 
i n  d i s c u s s i n g  prepara t ions  f o r  war and t h e  s t r a t e g y  of 
"ac t ive  defenset t  i n  war, Lo was s t a t i n g  h i s  f avor  f o r  
some d o c t r i n e  o the r  than Maots; it is hard t o  understand 
t h i s  argument, however, a s  Lo i n  h i s  speech s p e l l s  o u t  
t h e  d o c t r i n e  i n  terms which seem t o  be e n t i r e l y  consonant 
wi th  Mao's, and i n  f a c t  e x p l i c i t l y  c i t e s  Mao as h i s  auth- 
o r i t y  f o r  t h e  d o c t r i n e .  Others hold t h a t  i n  h i s  September 
speech (de l ivered  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  meeting) , Lo was 
s t a t i n g  h i s  favor  f o r  a more aggress ive  po l i cy  i n  t h e  war 
i n  Vietnam, one which would have meant war with t h e  U.S . ;  
o t h e r s  do not  f i n d  t h a t  i n  h i s  speech but  f i n d  ins tead  
i n d i c a t i o n s  of a s t r o n g  p ro fess iona l  r e spea t  f o r  (or f e a r  
o f )  t h e  U.S. m i l i t a r y  establ ishment  ("They are armed t o  
t h e  t e e t h  and possess complete sets of  machinery f o r  k i l l -  
ing  people.  Whoever is a f r a i d  of death. .  .has no a l t e r n a -  
t ive  but  t o  surrender .  . . l t )  . E i t h e r  poin t  of view could 
have l e d  him t o  argue t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  problem was not  
t h e  indoc t r  i n a t  ion but t h e  combat-read iness  df the '  m i l i t a r y  
es tabl i shment ,  which would e n t a i l  a compromise Nith t h e  
USSR, and so on. He may well  Qave argued t h i s  way, but ,  
it w i l l  be contended. f o r  o the r  reasons  than  those  imputed 
t o  him on t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s  speech. 



Fur the r  l i g h t  on Peng's poss ib le  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
September meeting comes from 

G 7  a p a r t y  document a s  ing FnaT Yeng, a t  a propa- 
gan a conference t h e  same month (September 1965) ,declared  
t h a t  everyone is equal  before  t h e  t ruth--a proposi t ion  
subsequently a t t acked  as a s logan of t h e  #'black gangft-- 
and t h a t  even Chairman Mao should be c r i t i c i z e d  i f  he 
were wrong. And has r e c e n t l y  
repor ted  a "rumo .. m a t  reng tried t o  muster a' major i ty  
vote  aga ins t  Mao a t  t h e  September meeting--presumably an 
overstatement ,  i n  view of Peng's continued a c t i v i t y  
through March 1966. However, t h e  va r ious  mate r i a l  , includ- 
ing  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a c t i o n  was begun a g a i n s t  Peng only t w o  
months a f t e r  t h e  September meeting, does seem t o  add up 
t o  a p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  Peng was i n  some degree of opposi- 
t i o n  t o  Mao a t  t h a t  meet ipg. 

The same is t r u e  of Lo Jui-ching, who was appar- 
e n t l y  se ized  j u s t  t w o  

IpresumaDly not  long  be fo re  h i s  disappearance--had re- 
j ec ted  c e r t a i n  o r d e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t roop  movements, one 
impl ica t ion  being t h a t  Lo was unwil l ing t o  accept  any 
f u r t h e r  use of t h e  PLA f o r  non-military purposes.  This  
is consonant wi th  some a s s e r t i o n s  made l a t e r  i n  t h e  PLA 
newspaper I " -  

On t h e  PLA anniversary  i n  1966 (1 August), t h e  news- 
paper, reviewing t h e  t h r e e  "big s t r u g g l e s n  a g a i n s t  repre-  
s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  "bourgeois m i l i t a r y  l i n e f *  s i n c e  1953 
( a l l  of them, a c t u a l l y ,  s t a t i n g  a p ro fess iona l  m i l i t a r y  
point  of view a s  opposed t o  Mao's obsession with g u e r r i l l a  
warfare and p o l i t i c a l  indoc t r ina t ion)  , spoke, of t h e  l a s t  
s t r u g g l e  a s  "not very  long ago,v a s t r u g g l e  with those  
who "had got hold of important pos t s  i n  t h e  army and.. . 
opposed t h e  P a r t y ' s  c e n t r a l  committee and Mao Tse-'tung 's 
thought,  ... c o v e r t l y  opposed Comrade Lin Piao ' s  d i r e c t i v e s  
on p u t t i n g  po l  it i c s  i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  , . . . gave f i r s t  con- 
s i d e r a t  ion t o  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s ,  technique and s p e c i a l i z e d  
work. . . tt  

[-I ChiaJg ~ n l n g ,  Maov 8 wire,  conducted a prolonged 
symposium on " c u l t u r a l  workff i n  t h e  PLA i n  March 1966 
and wrote a r e f u t a t i o n  of a t h e s i s  which she  a t t r i b u t e d  



t o  Lo--that t h e r e  was no c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  PLA ( thus  
p l a c i n g  Lo i n  d i r e c t  conf l i ce  wi th  Mao's dogma) . I n  o t h e r  
words, Lo ' s  o f f e n s e  was t o  resist Maols d e s i r r  f o r  even 
f u r t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  of  t h e  armed f o r c e s  a t  
t h e  neces sa ry  expense of m i l i t a r y  preparedness.* 

A s ,  f o r  o t h e r s  who may have opposed Mao , a t  t h a t  
September meeting, t h e r e  is less evidence.  I 
I 

I 1 Lu Ting-I,  t h e n  director of t h e  propaganda depar t -  
ment' and t h i r d  i n  importance among t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  t h u s  
f a r  purged, a l s o  spoke a t  t h e  September 1965 propaganda 
conference  summoned by Peng Chen, and i n  h i s  speech at- 
tacked  S t a l i n  ( read  Mao) . Another p o s s i b i l i t y  is Yang 
Shang-kun; judging  e n t i r e l y  from h i s  disappearance.  And 
a s  p r e v i o u s l y  noted,  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Liu and Teng 
were among t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  That  i s ,  t h e  build-up 
of L in  P i a o  t o  r e p l a c e  Liu  a s  Mao's chosen succes so r  % 

moved s w i f t l y  a f t e r  September 1965, and, whi le  it had 
begun be fo re  t h e  meeting wi th  t h e  a t t r i b u t i o n  t o  L in  
of  a  major a r t i c l e  on Mao's thought ,  ** its a c c e l e r a t i o n  
may have r e f l e c t e d  Maols disappointment  wi th  L i u ' s  
performance a t  t h e  meet ing . F i n a l l y ,  r e c e n t  p o s t e r  
a t t a c k s  ( s i n c e  November 1966) on Liu  and Teng inc lude  t h e  

*A Red Guard p o s t e r  has quoted Chou En- la i  a s  a s s e r t -  
i n g  t h a t  Peng and Lo ( t h e  "armed forces")  were i n  league. 
T h i s  may o r  may not  have been  t r u e ,  bu t  t h e y  seem t o  have 
had a  common i n t e r e s t  i n  p reven t ing  Mao from c a r r y i n g  o u t  
h i s  extreme p o l i c i e s  . 

**One of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of L i n t s  a r t i c l e  was t o  l c o r r e c t t  
a  mis take  made by Peng Chen i n  May, when Peng had p u b l i c l y  
(and c o r r e c t l y )  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  A i d i t  t h e  concept t h a t  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  of t h e  world w i l l  su r round  and #overcome t h e  
c i t ies  of t h e  world,  a  concept  which Mao c l a ims  a s  h i s  
own; L in  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  s e t  t h e  r e c o r d  ' s t r a i g h t ,  ' and, 
i n p i e w  of Maols boundless  v a n i t y ,  it seems l i k e l y  t h a t  
Peng was a l r e a d y  i n  some t r o u b l e  about t h i s .  



charge  t h a t  Teng a t  t h e  September meet ing made a speech 
d e c l a r i n g  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  a c u l t u r a l  

- .  r e v o l u t i o n  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  changes i n  t h e  educa t iona l  
system; t h i s  charge  is no doubt ove r - s t a t ed ,  i n  view of 
Teng's subsequent  cont inuance i n  some degree  of f a v o r  
u n t i l  August 1966, bu t  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Teng o f f e r e d  
l e s s  t h a n  t h e  resounding approba t ion  t h a t  Mao d e s i r e d .  

In  sum,. whi le  September 1965 was probably an im- 
p o r t a n t  d a t e  i n  t h e  development of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revolu-  
t ion ,"  it is impossible  t o  judge how much of Mao's thifik- 
i n g  he made known a t  t h e  meeting. S i m i l a r l y ,  whi le  s e v e r a l  
of t h e  p a r t y ' s  leaders--Liu,  Teng, Peng, Lu, Lo, Yang, 
and perhaps others--were o r  may have been r e s i s t i n g  Mao 
a t  t h a t  meeting,  it is impossible  t o  judge t h e  degree o r  
( i n  most ca ses )  t h e  p r e c i s e  i s s u e .  

A ha r sh  tone  about t h e  p a r t y ' s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  t o g e t h e r  
wi th  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  ongoing campaign as a " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  appeared i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  v e r s i o n  (1 January 
1966) of a speech g iven  by t h e  propagandis t  and c u l t u r e  - '  

monitor Chou Yang insNovember 1965. But Chou was no t  
l aunching  a qua1 i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  campaign; he was in- 
s t e a d  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  aboard a bandwagon which (he had 
observed) had begun t o  r o l l  i n  Shanghai t h r e e  weeks e a r l i e r ,  
and which was soon t o  r u n  down Chou Yang h imse l f .  

Mao Con t r ives  a T e s t ,  Winter 1965-66 

The Shanghai development was t h e  appearance i n  a 
l o c a l  newspaper of a polemical  a t t a c k  by Yao Wen-yuan, 
a l i t t l e  known Shanghai writer, on a 1961 p lay  by Wu Han, 
a well-known writer who had worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  
on t h e  p a r t y ' s  Peking municipal  committee headed by Peng 
Chen. Th i s  event--the i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  which was taken 
d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  by Mao--was n o t  even not iced i n  
t h e  West; t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  (10 November) of t h e  
paper  was no t  r ece ived .  

The con ten t ion  of t h e  party[- 
I 7  t h a t  it was Mao who-. ordekea t n e  r l r l n a  of this 

' 



opening gun, is more c r e d i b l e  t h a n  is t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  of 
some obse rve r s  t h a t  one of Maols l i eu t enan t s - - say ,  Lin 
P i a o  o r  Teng Hsiao-ping--planted t h e  art icle a s  a specula-  
t i v e  investment f o r  which he  on ly  l a t e r  go t  Maols back- 
ing. Mao was, a f t e r  a l l ,  a c t i v e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and t h i s  
was a major d e c i s i o n .  * I t  a l s o  seems, on ba lance  (a l though 
t h i s  was i n  doubt f o r  some months), more l i k e l y  t h a t  Mao 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  d id  no t  make h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  c l e a r  a s  t o  what 
purpose t h e  a r t i c l e  was t o  s e r v e ,  t h a n  t h a t  Mao f e l l  ill 
b e f o r e  he could make h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  c l e a r .  I n  o t h e r  
words, M a o w t  t h e  a r t i c l e  t o  s e r v e  a s  a t e s t  f o r  h i s  
e n t i r e  w c u l t u r a l "  appa ra tus  and f o r  the .  h i g m  l e a d e r s  
of t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus  which supe rv i sed  it, w i t h  a few 
p o s s i b l e  except ions :  L i n  P i ao ,  Chen Po-ta and a few 
o t h e r s  (e.g. ,  Chiang Ching) were probably regarded  a s  
having  a l r eady  passed t h e  t e s t ,  and were i n  Mao's conf id-  
ence ;  wh i l e  Peng Chen, Lu Ting- i  and a few o t h e r s  (e.g.  
Chou Yang) were probably regarded  a s  having a l r3ady  f a i l e d  
t h e  tes t ,  and t h u s  a l r e a d y  marked f o r  purging.  Thus Mao 
was do ing  i n  1965 what t h e  p a r t y  had asser ted--probably 
f a l s e l y - - t h a t  he had done i n ' 1 9 5 7  i h ' t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  of 
t h e  "hundred f lower su  campaign, namely, a l l owing  people  
t o  respond f r e e l y  (without  guidance) t o  a major i n i t i a t i v e ,  
and t h e n  punish ing  t h o s e  whose reponses  d i d  no t  p l e a s e  
him. ( I n  t h e  1957 campaign, it had been Mao who was 
dece ived:  t h e  ev idence  is good t h a t  i n  encouraging f r e e  
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h a t  campaign he had mistaken obedience 

k a t  t h e  l o c a l  newspaper publ i shed  
t h e  art icle "under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  f lhanghai7  p a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  . .It L a t e r ,  Peking s a i d  t h a t - t h i s  was done 
by t h e  Shanghai c o m m i t t e e  of t h e  p a r t y  under t h e  " d i r e c t  - 
l e ade r sh ip"  of Mao and t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. 

I 1 i n  or about  G? c o er 
\963 

--- - - - - - -  
- -a t  any r a t e ,  b e f o r e  t h e  10 ~ & e m b e r  p u b l i c  a t t a c k  

on Wu Han's p lay ,  H a i  Jui--Ma0 c a l l e d  i n  Peng Chen and 
perhaps  two o t h e r  p e o p l e a n d  asked whether t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
 la^. d i d  no t  w e s e n t  i d e o l o n i c a l  ~ r o b l e m s  . and Pena 
minimized t h o s e  problems; M ~ O  thek  went 06 I- 1 t o  o r d e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t  ion  of an a r  IC e a 
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f o r  love  and was shocked by t h e  opposi t ion  and h o s t i l i t y  
revealed ,  and t h a t  when t h e  crackdown came t h e  p a r t y  
was simply p u t t i n g  a good f a c e  on t h i n g s  by a s s e r t i n g  . 
t h a t  Mao a l l  along had meant t o  e n t i c e  h i s  enemies t o  
s t i c k  t h e i r  heads up so  he could c u t  them o f f ;  b u t  Mao 
had l ea rned  something from 1957 , tha t  h i s  opponents could 
be e n t i c e d  i n t o  revea l ing  themselves. ' It seems liw 
although it cannot be proved, t h a t  Liu and Teng were 
a l ready on t h e  list of those  t o  be " tes ted  ." T h e r e  is 
an a l t e r n a t i v e  . hypothesis--that L i u  and Teng were i n  
Mao's confidence from t h e  s t a r t ,  joined him i n  watching 
t h e  p a r t y ' s  w c u l t u r a l v  leaders d i sg race  themselves, and 
only  la te r  f e l l  i n t o  d i sg race  themselves; b u t  t h i s  is 
not  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  evidence t h a t  Liu a t  l e a s t  ( i f  not  
Teng) was f a l l i n g  from Mao's favor  a s  e a r l y  a s  March. 
The f a i l u r e  of Liu and Teng to  b r i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  p r e s s  
i n t o  l i n e  on t h e  % u l t u r a l n  i s s u e  as Mao had posed it-- 
whether Hai J u i  was a wpoisonous weedw--can be explained 
i n  e i t h e r o f t w o  ways: (a) they  may have been consciously 
r e s i s t i n g  what they sensed t o  be Mao's w i l l  ( i f  t h e  
charges of opposi t ion  a s  e a r l y  a s  September 1966 a r e  
t r u e ) ,  perhaps i n  t h e  expec ta t ion  t h a t  Mao would d i e  o r  
t h a t  they would p r e v a i l  anyway, o r  (b) ,  a s  seems a b i t  
more l i k e l y ,  they  may ins tead  simply have f a i l e d  t o  un- 
ders tand what Mao wanted, have lacked t h e  i l lumina t  ion 
of h i s  already-revealed thought and t h e  revolut ionary  
ardor  which ( i n  Mao's v i e w )  should have shown them t h e  
"correct"  l i n e  without s p e c i m i d a n c e .  E i t h e r  way, 
they  f a i l e d  t h e  test. 

Open sources  agree--and it is credi -  
ble-- that ,  lmmedlately afte! t h e  pub l i ca t ion  of Yao's 
a r t i c l e ,  t h e  Peking committee queried t h e  Shanghai commit- 
tee a s  t o  what kind of high-level  backing t h i s  a r t i c l e  
might have. In t h e  next t h r e e  weeks, most of China's 
important-newspapers and journa l s  r e p r i n t e d  t h e  a r t i c l e ;  . 
one group of publicat ions-- led by Lin P i a o l s  L ibe ra t ion  
Army Daily-forthright ly agreed with t h e  author t h a t  Wu 
Han'sm was a "poisonous weed, " w h i l e  another group-- 
inc luding t h e  c e n t r a l  committee's own newspaper, People 's  
Daily,  and t h e  pub l i ca t ions  of t h e  Pekipg committee--called 
inri-tsad f o r  a "hundred f lowersw debate  on t h e  quest ion.  
Toward t h e  end of November, Mao and a number of o t h e r  
important l e a d e r s  dropped out  of s i g h t ;  two of these--Lo 



Jui-ching,  x d  Yang shang-bun--were a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  first 
top - l eve l  vict. ' ims of ' .  t h e  developing ,purge:. * 

I t  was no t  c l e a r  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  L i n  P i a o  and t h e  
PLA newspaper had been chosen a s  t h e  p u b l i c  leaders of 
t h e  t t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n , ~  al though t h e r e  was some pre- 
ceden t .  S ince  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  September 1962 plenum, 
t h e  PLA under L in  P i a o  had been consistently p resen ted  ' 
a s  t h e  model f o r  a l l  Chinese t o  emulate  i n  t h e  " c r e a t i v e .  
s t u d y  and a p p l i c a t i o n  of Chairman Mao Tse-t  ung ' s works. " 
I n  1964, a  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  system modelled on t h a t  of 
t h e  PLA had been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  s e v e r a l  sectors of t h e  
economy, s t a f f e d  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  by PLA o f f i c e r s .  In  
S ~ ~ t e m b e r  1965, w i th  t h e  appearance of  L i n ' s  first major 
a r t i c l e  ( t h i s  on Maols concept  of "people ' s  r evo lu t ion -  
a r y  war"), t h e  regime had begun t o  b u i l d  up L in  as t h e  
foremost  and i d e a l  s t u d e n t  of Mae's thought .  And on 15 
November 1965, L in  i s sued  a  f ive-point  d i r e c t i v e  on t h e  
work of t h e  PLA f o r  1966. Although t h i s  t o o  was no t  
c l e a r  a t  t h e  time, t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  was t o  be used a s  t h e  
model f o r  t h e  t e s t i n g  of p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  as well a s  of -  
f i c e r s  of t h e  PLA-the e s s e n t i a l  po in t  be ing  whether 
t h e s e  o f f i c i a l s  "regarded t h e  works of  Mao Tse-tung a s  
t h e  h i g h e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s w  f o r  t h e i r  work. It was soon 
e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d  and r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  Lin himself  had 
shown everybody how t o  s t u d y  and apply Mae's thought .  

There are v a r i o u s  r e p o r t s  and c o n j e c t u r e s  as t o  
why Mao l e f t  Peking and a s  t o  what he was do ing  i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d - - l a s t i n g  u n t i l  e a r l y  May--when he remained o u t  of 
s i g h t .  One view ( t h e  view taken  by t h i s  s tudy)  is t h a t  
Mao withdrew i n  o r d e r  t o  s k e t c h  ou t ,  o r  t o  observe  (if 
it had i n  f a c t  been ske tched  out  i n  September), from a 

--- 
*L--T~ appear  on an important  m i l i t a r y  f u n e r a l  

committee i n  December. The removal of  Lo--who had t h e  
power t o  o r d e r  t r o o p s  i n t o  acf ion--was e v i d e n t l y  thought  
t o  be a  more urgent  n e c e s s i t y  t han  t h e  removal of Peng. 
  his w a s  probably t r u e  09 Yang also;  a l t hough  he may not  - have been a r r e s t e d  f o r  months. 



s a f e r  p lace  than  Peking, t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revolut ion"  a s  it 
developed from November t o  June, and possjlbly t b  prepare  f o r  
an opera t ion  dur ing  t h e  winter .  A t  t h e  o t h e r  extreme 
is t h e  view t h a t  he l e f t  because of sudden and c r i t ica l  
i l l n e s s  and was s o  indisposed through t h i s  period a s  t o  
be capable of noth ing a t  a l l .  It is necessary t o  d i g r e s s  
a t  t h i s  poin t  t o  cons ider  t h e  evidence on Maots condi t ion .  

A s  e a r l y  a s  1957, there w a s  evidence t h a t  Maols 
phys ica l  h e a l t h  was d e t e r i o r a t i n g ,  and by t h a t  t ime t h e r e  
w a s  reason t o  ask whether h i s  mind was- d e t e r i o r a t i n g  a s  
w e l l ;  it w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  he stopped making pub l i c  
speeches. I n  1962, a POLO s tudy summarizing t h e  evidence 
of t h e  previous f i v e  years  concluded t h a t  t h e r e  was good 
evidence of h i s  phys ica l  dec l ine ,  and of weakening powers 
i n  genera l ,  but  i n s u f f i c i e n t  evidence e i t h e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  d i so rde r  o r  t o  permit a conclusion t h a t  
there Had been a r a d i c a l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  (as  a r e s u l t  of 
s t r o k e s  o r  whatever).  Throughout 1962, 1963, and 1964, 
Maols many v i s i t o r s  tended t o  agree t h a t ,  while Mao was 
s u f f e r i n g  from var ious  physica l  i n f i r m i t i e s  ( inc luding 
tremors sugges t ing  Parkinson's  d i sease ,  and impaired 
v i s i o n  t o  t h e  po in t  t h a t  he requi red  a guide) ,  h i s  mind 
seemed (wunfor tunate lyw)  t o  be sound, i . e .  h i s  th ink ing  
was coherent and f a i r l y  vigorous wi th in  t h e  conf ines  of 
h i s  dogmas, which continued t o  impel him obsess ive ly  
toward p e r f e c t i o n i s t  long-term ob jec t ives  r e g a r d l e s s  of 
short- term costs. Ma0 remained pub l i c ly  and p r i v a t e l y  
a c t i v e  throughout 1965 t o  t h e  time of h i s  disappearance 
i n  November; most of h i s  v i s i t o r s  repor ted  him a s  appear- 
ing  t o  be i n  good hea l th ,  although some took note of h i s  
continuing tremors and poor v i s i o n  (one physician who 
claims t o  have examined Mao i n  1963 has s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
made an immediate and p o s i t  i v e  diagnos is of Parkinson's 
d i s e a s e ) ,  and o t h e r s  s a i d  t h a t  he looked " t i redt1 ;  i n  
t h i s  period,  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  t h a t  he t o l d  any 
of h i s  v i s i t o r s  was ( i n  August 1965) t h a t  he regarded 
himself a s  a "mi l i t a ry  man, rt who chose "mi l i t a ry  a s s i s t -  
a n t s , "  a remark t h a t  c o r r e c t l y  f o r e c a s t  t h e  rise of Lin 
Piao  and t h e  inc reas ing  importance of t h e  PLA i n  China's 
l i f e  i n  t h e  fol lowing year .  



A t  t h e  t i m e  of Mao's disappearance,* and p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  a s  t h e  months wore on wi th  no i n d i c a t i o n  of Waots 
whereabouts o r  cond i t ion ,  t h e r e  was ground f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  
t h a t  Mao was s e r i o u s l y  i l l - -perhaps  completely incapaci t -  
a t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  because t h e r e  was reason  t o  be l i eve  
t h a t  he had s u f f e r e d  one o r  more s t r o k e s  and t h u s  might 
be s t r i c k e n  again a t  any t i m e .  There was not  t o  be-any 
a d d i t i o n a l  'hard '  evidence a s  t o  Mao's cond i t ion  u n t i l  
May 1966, when he re-emerged i n  what seemed t o  be aston-  
$shingly  good shape.  Thus one is forced  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  
' s o f t '  evidence1 

I w n u e  i t  seems l a i r  zo assume t n a t  
' ~ e ~ l n g  was never t e l l j n g  its o f f i c i a l s  t h e  complete t r u t h ,  

I ~ a o ' s  ro l e1  lis . - - 

' g e n e r a l l y  c r e d i b l e ,  both because (a )  some of t h e  ' th ings  

L7 which moreover seemed improbable a t  t h e  time, 
e s nce been confirmed, e .g .  t h e  importance of Mao's 

wife i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t  ionw i n  gene ra l  and wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  s p e c i f i c  t a s k s ,  and (b) t h e  f a i l u r e  ( 

*Liu Shao-chi was ou t  of t h e  news from mid-Nouember 
t o  mid-January, and was presumed a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  have 
been wi th  Mao and i n  Mao's confidence;  but  t h e  f a i l u r e  
of Liu  Shao-chi t o  b r i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  p r e s s  i n t o  
l i n e  on t h e  ques t ion  of Hai J u i ,  i n  t h e  per iod  of Decem- 
b e r  t o  Apr i l  while  he w a s h e r a n k i n g  p a r t y  l e a d e r ,  seems 
most c r e d i b l y  explained by Maots f a i l u r e  t o  conf ide  i n  
Liu t h a t  he meant t h e  issue of Hai J u i  t o  s e r v e  a s  a 
t e s t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t y  apparX€iis-Tfncluding Liu) . 
Wall-posters  have quoted Mao t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he l e f t  
Peking f o r  Shanghai i n  November 1965 because he f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  appara tus  i n  Peking was unresponsive t o  
him--in o t h e r  words, t h a t  he had a l r eady  decided t o  purge 
t h e  e n t i r e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  p a r t y  appara tus ;  but  
it is u n c e r t a i n  whether he had r e a l l y  decided by t h a t  
t i m e  t o  purge anyone but Peng Chen and Lo Jui-ching.  - 



I J  2.t tzj-butc any r o l e  t o  Mao between about 
IIIJ . ,  .- anuary ~ 1 1 1 ~ 1  m i d  -b;ilrc11, which i n  e f f e c t  concedes t h a t  I 
he was ou t  of a c t  i on  i n  t h a t  pe r iod .  T h i s  l a t t e r  indica-  
t o r  a s  t o  t h e  per iod  of Mao's i n a c t i o n  is suppor ted  by 
(a) t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no source  a t t r i b u t e s  any a c t i v i t y  t o  
Mao i n  t h i s  period';-(b) t h e  slow p rogres s  of t h e  "cul- 
t u r a l  r evo lu t ion"  i n  gene ra l  and t h e  p a r t y  purge i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n  t h e  same per iod ,  as if o t h e r  l e a d e r s  were . 
unwi l l ing  t o  make l a r g e  d e c i s i o n s  i n  h i s  absence,  which 
is j u s t  what would be expected,  and ( c )  Maots reappear- 
ance i n  May of 1965 looking  (among o t h e r  t h i n g s )  as i f  
he had had a s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  Park inson ' s  d i s e a s e ,  
r e c u p e r a t i o n  from which ( inc lud ing  regrowth of  h a i r )  
could be accomplished e a s i l y  i n  t w o  months. In sum, 
al though t h e  evidence is ' s o f t  , ' it seems t o  p o i n t  t o  a 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  which Mao took t h e  major i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n w  at  l e a s t  be fo re  and a f t e r  the 
per iod  of mid-January, to  mid-March 1966. 

To r e t u r n ,  then ,  Mao dur ing  December meditated on 
t h e  course o f  t h e  % u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  
was ill i n  t h i s  per iod  and c o n v a l e s c i n ~  1 er, bu t  i n  any 
case  took  a c t i o n  
i n  or' anour mla -~anua ry  . Already unhappy w i t h  t h e  perform- 
ance of Peng Chen a s  head of t h e  five-man committee which 
had been i n  charge--possibly s i n c e  mid-1964, p o s s i b l y  much 
l a t e r  i n  t ime--of implementing the cul tur .a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
and a l r eady  having set i n  mot ion  ( d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y )  
t h e  process  t h a t  was t o  d e s t r o y  Peng (criticism of Wu 
Han's play a s  a upoisonous weed"), Mao c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  
a  f e w  ~ c u l t u r a l w  f i g u r e s  who.did no t  i nc lude  Peng. 
Those summoned were: Kang Sheng ( a l r eady  regarded as . 
t h e  on ly  r e l i a b l e  member of Peng's five-man committee), 
Chen Po-ta (Mao's. p r i n c i p a l  g h o s t w r i t e r ) ,  A i  Ssu-chi (a 
t h e o r i s t  who d ied  two months l a t e r ) ,  and Chiang Ching 
(Mao's p re sen t  wife, a onetime b i t  p layer  i n  t h e  movies 
who had been r epor t ed  ill previous ly)  . * S t  ill (1 

*Chen Po-ta has  s i n c e  emerged a s  head of t h e  "group 
i n  charge of c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  Kang a s  a s e n i o r  o f f i -  
cer of it, and Chiang a s  Chen's f i r s t  deputy i n  the group. 



"OP SECRET TRINE 
NO FOREIGN DISSEM 

Mao d id  not 
up  ~e i n s  

t h e  e x i s t i n g  f ive-man committee. In  February, Peng 
i ssued an unsa t i s fac to ry  r e p o r t  on t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t i o n  i n  t h e  name of h i s  committee and then i n  t h e  name 
of t h e  pol i tburo-indicat  ing ,  perhaps, .Liu 's  approval--a 
r e p o r t  which minimized c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  minimized t h e  
importance of Wu Han's p lays  (as had Peng i n  October) 
and mildly defended r i g h t i s t  writers agains t  t h e i r  l e f t -  
ist a t t a c k e r s  .* Then i n  March, although he had not  ye t  
read  Peng's February r e p o r t  (which is not s o  s u r p r i s i n g  
i f  he had been s i c k  from mid-January t o  mid-March) , Mao 
a t  a p o l i t b u r o  meeting spoke t o  Peng harshly ,  warning 
him t h a t  i f  t h e  propaganda department then  subordinate  
t o  t h e  f ive-man committee could not genuinely implement 
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t  ion1* he would get r i d  of it (and, 
by impl ica t ion ,  t h a t  he would g e t  r i d  of Peng's group too).** 

*A  wal l -pos ter  has confirmed t h e  ex i s t ence  of t h e  f ive -  
man committee and its issuance of t h i s  r e p o r t  a t  t h i s  
time. Other p o s t e r s  a s s e r t  t h a t  p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  lead- 
ers were p l o t t i n g  a coup a t  t h i s  t i m e  (February), t h e  period 
of Mao's conjectured i n a c t i v i t y .  The pos te r  account is 
n o t  c r e d i b l e  a s  a whole, because it ass igns  key r o l e s  t o  
Lo Jui-ching (almost c e r t a i n l y  se ized  t h e  previous Novem- 
ber)  and Ho Lung ( i n  such good favor  with Mao a s  l a t e  a s  
August 1966 t h a t  Mao rode wi th  him a t  a r a l l y ) .  But t h e r e  
was some inc iden t  i n  February 1966 about which word got  
out  l 

I I 

Perhaps t h a t  inc ident  w i l l  be 
her  blacken those  in ' , d i s f  avor . 

**Lu Ting- i, t h e  propaganda department 's d i r e c t o r ,  d is- 
appeared i n  Apr i l ,  and most of t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  e n t i r e  
propaganda apparatus were subsequently disgraced;  Lu was 
replaced i n  June a s  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  propaganda department 
by Tao Chu and a s  min i s t e r  of c u l t u r e  by an o l d t  ime m i l ' i -  
t a r y  f i g u r e .  Mao went ahead and got  r i d  of Peng's f i v e -  
man committee too ,  probably no l a t e r  than  Apri l .  



convened a'symposium i n  Shanghai on c u l t u r a l  work i n  t h e  
PLA. Af te r  t h e  symposium, which l a s t e d  18 days, she  pre- 
pared a draft--reviewed by Chen Po-ta and then by Wao-- 
which she  gave t o  Lin Piao, who commended it t o  o t h e r  
members of t h e  Mi l i t a ry  Af fa i r s  Committee, a f t e r  which 
it was i ssued i n  t h e  name of t h e  General P o l i t i c a l  Depart- 
ment. This  r e p o r t ,  among o t h e r  th ings ,  r e f u t e d  t h e  con- 
t e n t i o n  of "Lo Jui-chingw and a t  l e a s t  one o the r  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r  t h a t  t h e r e  was no c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  PLA. With 
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  Chiang Ching became one of t h e  key f i g u r e s  
of t h e  v c u l t u r a l  revolut  ion. I** 

Ear ly  i n  t h e  same month (March), Teng Hsiao-ping 
had dropped o u t  of s i g h t ,  and w a s  presumed t o  be w i t h  
Mao. La te r  i n  March, on t h e  26th,  Peking announced t h a t  
l a o  was not  ill (meaning, probably, t h a t  he had recover- 
ed),** and on t h e  same day Liu Shao-chi departed on a 
t r i p  abroad t h a t  was t o  keep him ou t  of Peking f o r  t h e  
next f o u r  weeks, a period i n  which important s t e p s  were 
taken i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ionw and t h e  purge. L i u ' s  
t r i p - s e r v e d  two purposes: t o  g ive  t h e  appearance of 
'business a s  usual1 a f t e r  t h e  announcement Bhat Mao was 
w e l l ,  and t o  g e t  him out  of t h e  way f o r  t h e  move aga ins t  ' 

* In November 1966 Chiang gave h e r  first pub1 ishsd  speech 
(although s h e  had made s e v e r a l  speeches a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  
and t o  Red Guards s i n c e  e a r l y  summer) on t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion , "  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  *'ad- . 
v i s o r  on c u l t u r a l  workTt t o  t h e  PLA. 

**There is credible recent  test imony from t h e  Japanese 
Communist p a r t y  t h a t  Mao was f u l l y  i n  command in  l a t e  
March. After t h e  CCP and JCP had reached agreement on 
a j o i n t  communique, Mao met with t h e  de legat ions  and 
peremptori ly r e j e c t e d  t h e i r  d r a f t ,  t h u s  revers ing  Chou 
En-lai and s e v e r a l  o the r  s e n i o r  l e a d e r s ,  whom he cri- 
t i c i z e d  f o r  t h e i r  conduct. 



Peng Chen. L iu  a t  l e a s t  suspec ted  t h a t  h i s  own s t a t u s  
was i n  ques t ion ;  he t o l d  ano the r  head of s ta te  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  t h a t  much t r o u b l e  was ahead i n  China and t h a t  it 
could  involve  him persona l ly . )*  On 29 March, Peng Chen 
made h i s  l a s t  p u b l i c  appearance;  and i n  t h e  second week 
of A p r i l ,  probably some days a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Peking, 
Teng Hs iao-ping reappeared  i n  publ  ic . 

The d i s p u t e  on t h e  i s s u e  of how hard  a l i n e  t o  
t a k e  toward Wu Han's p l a y  had been conducted throughout  
t h e  w i n t e r  of  1965-66, and was still going  on u n t i l  a 
few days be fo re  Teng's p u b l i c  reappearance.  A t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  t h e  end of t h e  f i r s t  week i n  Apr i l ,  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
c e n t r a l  publ ica t ions- -People ' s  Da i ly  and Red Flag--agreed 
t h a t  Hai J u i  was i n d e e a ~ s 5 i Z G  w e e d T j S a s  Maoqs 
spokesmanand t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army Dai ly  (Lin P i a o ' s  vo ice)  
had contended a l l  a long.  I€ lookred(and still does) a s  
though Teng had brought  back t o  Peking--a few days be fo re  
he reappeared i n  publ  ic--clear i n s t r u c t  i o n s  from Chairman 
Mao, who had decided t h a t  t h e  d i s p u t e  had. gone on long  
enough, t h a t  some had passed t h e  t es t  and o t h e r s  had f a l l e d  
it (some, of cou r se ,  had been g iven  t h e  answers i n  advance),  
and t h a t  a l l  would now l i n e  up on one p o s i t i o n ,  (The PLA 
newspaper cont inued , however, t o  a t t a c k  p o s i t  i o n s  t aken  
by  People ' s  Dai ly ,  t h e  p a r t y  organ, on o t h e r  i s s u e s , )  - 

The Peking committee i t s e l f  t r i e d  quickly--and un- 
s u c c e s s f u l l y - - i n  mid-April t o  p r o t e c t  its l e a d e r s  by 
t a k i n g  t h e  l e a d  i n  denouncing one of its own lesser f i g u r e s  
who had worked w i t h  Wu Han. It was no t  clear a t  t h e  
t ime  whether any of t h e  p a r t y ' s  leaders--even t h e  l e a d e r s  
of t h e  Peking committee--would f a l l  i n  consequence of t h e  
PLA newspaper 's  admonit ions  t o  "old comradesvq and t h o s e  
i n  "high p o s i t i o n s "  (5 Apr i l )  and Red F l a g ' s  c a l l  f o r  
a c t i o n  (29 Apr i l )  a g a i n s t  t h e  w p r o t e c t o r s m  of Wu Ran, 
bu t  it was apparen t  t h a t  l t s o c i a l i s t  educa t ionw was about 
t o  move, a s  t h e  Communists s a y ,  t o  a new and h i g h e r  s tage--  
t h a t  is, a wide-scale i f  not  high-reaching purge.  

On 18 Apr i l ,  t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army Da i ly  i n  a major 
e d i t o r i a l  f o r e c a s t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n ,  i f  t ' t h e f u l l  range ,  
of t h e  developments of t h e  next  s e v e r a l  months. E n t i t l e d  
"Hold a l o f t  t h e  g r e a t  r e d  banner of Mao'Tse-tungts t h i n k i n g  

*This was l e a r n e d  o n l y  i n  January 1967. 



and t a k e  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  g r e a t  s o c i a l i s t   cultural^ 
r e v ~ l u t i o n , ~ ~  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  reviewed t h e  "sharp c l a s s  
s t r u g g l e  on t h e  c u l t u r a l  f r o n t n  and t h e  "black a n t i -  
s o c i a l i s t  t h r e a d  running  coun te r  t o  Mao Tse- tung1s , th ink-  
ingw s i n c e  1949, in t roduced  t h e  t e r m  "grea t . .  . c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n f t  and t r a c e d  it back t o  t h e  t e n t h  plenum i n  
September 1962, r e i t e r a t e d  its earlier a s s e r t  i o n  t h a t  
Mao's works were t o  be regarded  as 'supreme guidance,"  I 
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a  " m a s s  movement is r i s i n g , "  and c a l l e d  I I 

i n  sum f o r  no th ing  less t h a n  a  "new c u l t u r e . "  I t  d i d  
no t ,  however, s p e c i f y ,  . a s  p a r t y  j o u r n a l s  were l a t e r  t o  
s p e c i f y ,  t h a t  t h e  main t a r g e t s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  would + 
be t h e  " r e a c t i o n a r y  academic ' a u t h o r i t i e s 1  l* and t h e  
wbourgeois  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y .  l1 On 30 
A p r i l  Chou En- l a i  l i n e d  up on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  (where he . 
was t o  remain) ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  a  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o a  
of g r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  is be ing  launched i n  
China." I n  speeches  i n  t h e  same pe r iod ,  Teng Hsiao- 
p i n g  spoke b r i e f l y  bu t  f avo rab ly  of t h e  new wrevoluCion; *t 

. While L iu  Shao-chi d i d  n o t  f ind--or  was no t  given--occasion 
t o  mention it. 

Apr il-May : Dominance of t h e  P a r t y  Apparatus 

The " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  began i n  some places i n  
l a t e  A p r i l ,  soon a f t e r  t h e  PLA newspaper had g iven  t h e  
s i g n a l  i n  t h e  18 A p r i l  e d i t o r i a l ;  and it seems t o  have 

- 
been underway everywhere i n  May. The theme of t h e  f i r s t  
s t a g e  was a l s o  s t a t e d  (8 May) by t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army Dai ly:  
"Open F i r e  on t h e  Ant i -Pa r ty  and Ant i - S o c i a l i s f  Black- 
Thread ." 

A t  j u s t  t h i s  t i m e  (on o r  about  10  May), Mao reap- 
peared ,  r e c e i v i n g  a  group of Albanian v i s i t o r s  a t  some 
p o i n t  be l i eved  t o  be i n  E a s t  China. With Mao on t h i s  oc- 
c a s i o n  were L in ,  Chou, Teng, and a  l i a i s o n  o f f i c i a l  (Wu 
Hsiu-chuan) . (Chen Po-ta reappeared  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
bu t  no t  i n  t h i s  group.) In  f i l m s  of t h e  meeting,  Mao 
looked a s t o n i s h i n g l y  good: he looked younger t h a n  h i s  
yea r s ,  moved e a s i l y  and wi thout  a s s i s t a n c e ,  and d i sp l ayed  

i 
1 

no t remors .  Phys i c i ans  who examined t h e s e  f i l m s  concluded I 



t h a t ,  i f '  t h e  many previous r e p o r t s  of Mao's condit ion had 
been c o r r e c t ,  Mao may have had a ' successfu l  opera t ion  
f o r  Parkinson's d i s e a s e  (one a r r e s t i n g  o r  delaying t h e  
course of t h e  disease) dur ing  t h e  winter ,  and t h a t  he 
was now i n  good phys ica l  h e a l t h  f o r  a man of h i s  age. 
Other p o s s i b i l i t i e s  seemed t o  be t h a t  Mao had a double 
(but c lose  examination of t h e  stills d i d  not  seem t o  sup- 
p o r t  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y ) ,  o r  t h a t  Mao had been given stimu- . . 
l a n t s  t o  enable  him t o  appear vigorous. Judging from 
Mao's behavior i n  t h e  f i lms ,  it seemed t h a t ,  whatever 
Mao's condi t ion  dur ing  t h e  winter ,  he was now back i n  f u l l  
command.* (I t  was l a t e r  learned from t h e  J C P  account of 
its March in terv iew wi th  Mao t h a t  he had been i n  evident  
command i n  March. ) 

*The Chinese photographers seemed t o  know t h e  way i n  
which t h e  l eadersh ip  was shapiag up or had a l ready shaped 
up. Although Teng was s i t t i n g  t o  Mao's r i g h t ,  as would 
be expected on an occasion of l i a i s o n  w i t h  a fo re ign  
pa r ty ,  t h e  photographers gave much more a t t e n t i o n  t o  Lin 
than t o  any o the r  of Mao's l i e u t e n a n t s ;  Lin himself looked 
s i c k  and f e e b l e  , although , as t h e  phys ician-observers  
noted, t h i s  appearance could be decept ive  . 



Throughout China, i n  l a t e  Apr i l  and May, r a l l i e s  
and meetings of a l l  elements of t h e  populat ion (or  t h e i r  
w r e ~ r e s e n t a t i v e s " )  were held i n  order  t o  denounce t h e  
"black gang" uncovered i n  Peking and t o  swear a l l eg iance  
t o  Maots thought and promise t o  s tudy  it even more 
thoroughly. These were not  casual  a f f a i r s ;  they  seem 
t o  have d i s rup ted  community l i f e  a l l  over China f o r  a 
per iod  of weeks; and worse was ahead. 

Some observers  have surmised t h a t  t h e  f f c u l t u r a l  .' 

revolut iont t  was d i r e c t e d  from t h e  s t a r t  by t h e  "group i n  
charge of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ionH a t  t h e  p a r t y  c e n t e r  , 

i n  Peking--that is, by t h e  ext raordinary  body headed by 
Chen Po-ta, a body which was an enlarged successor  t o  t h e  
five-man group headed by Peng Chen u n t i l  h i s  downfall i n  
o r  about April  1966. This  surmise would seem reasonable 
a t  first glance,  and a l s o  because a number of s p e c i a l  
groups named--from t h e i r  own members--by p a r t y  committees 
a t  a l l  l e v e l s  i n  Apr i l  and May express ly  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  
t a s k s  of t h e  u c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ionH were i n  most i f  not  
a l l  cases  known a s  ' t cu l tu ra l  r evo lu t ion  teamsM o r  " c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion  groups. I t  However, while t h e  "group" a t  t h e  
p a r t y  c e n t e r  may have e x i s t e d  in a quiescent  s t a t e  i n  
Apr i l ,  May and June, t h e r e  is good evidence t h a t  t h e  con- 
vent ional  pa r ty  apparatus was i n  charge of t h e  conduct 
of t h e  "revolut iont t  i n  its e a r l y  s t a g e s .  Th i s  f a c t  makes 
more i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e  emergence of ex t raord ina ry  pa r ty  . 
bodies ,  and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of even more s p e c i a l  organiza- 
t i o n s  such as t h e  Red Guards, l a t e r  i n  t h e  campaign. 

In addi t ion  t o  t h e  mass of open mate r i a l s  which ' 

a t t r i b u t e  a l l  a c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  period t o  tlie conventional 



p a r t y  appara tus ,  there is an apparent ly  au then t i c  
document of a hs ien- level  pa r ty  co w 

'which d e a l s  i n  e t a i l  with t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  of t h e  "cul- 
t u r a l  r evo lu t ion .  t~ The ( f i r s t )  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  committee 
is express ly  given t h e  r o l e  of l eader  and commander, and 
t h e  "nucleus u n i t . , . t o  cope wi th  t h e  workw ( i . e . ,  t h e  
f i r s t  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  team) is t o  be organized by t h e  
p a r t y  committee. The main d i r e c t i v e ,  according t o  t h e  
document, is t o  be one Mrecentlyll  (Apri l  o r  May?) s e n t  
them by t h e  p a r t y  c e n t e r ,  "Why W e  Have t o  S t a r t  t h e  Cul- 
t u r a l  R e v o l ~ t i o n . ~ ~  The document f u r t h e r  s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  
" a l l  t h e  ant i -b lack  l i n e  documents recommended by s u p e r i o r  

. p a r t y  committeestf should a l s o  be read  a s  supplementary 
mate r ip l s .  The f i r s t  s t a g e  of t h e  campaign--the one uh- 
dertaken i n  most p laces  i n  Apr i l  and l a y ,  but  i n  some 
later--was defined i n  t h e  document a s  t*organizat ion of . 
thei  s tudy,"  and t h e  campaign was t o  pass through t h e  
st ages of "accusation and confess  ion, debates  and s t rug-  
g l e s ,  and se t t l ement  and ideologica l  r e c t l f  i c a t  ion. l* 

There is no sugges t ion  i n  t h e  document t h a t  t h e  l a t e r  
stages of t h e  campaign a r e  t o  be dominated not  by t h e  
conventional  pa r ty  apparatus but ins tead  by ex t raord ina ry  
p a r t y  bodies l i k e  t h e  "group i n  charge of t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ionw and by ext ra-par ty  bodies such a s  t h e  Red - 
Guards. * 

With t h e  ground prepared i n  Apr i l  and May, t h e  
p a r t y  was ready t o  move aga ins t  t h e  range of c u l t u r a l  and 
educat ional  organiza t  ions--llall c u l t u r a l  , educat ional  , 
j o u r n a l i s t i c ,  publ ish ing and academic unitsw--and i n  

*The hs ien  committee document i n  its f i n a l  paragraph 
inkroduces a cur ious  formulation--that p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
t h e  revo lu t ion  w i l l  be "under t h e  l eadersh ip  of t h e  p a r t y  
c e n t e r ,  Chairman Mao, and t h e  m i l i t a r y  committeet' ( s i c )  ; 
but  t h e  re fe rence  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  committee i n  t h i s  con- 
t e x t  is presumed t o  be a r e fe rence  t o  l eadersh ip  i n  a 
genera l  sense ,  a s  t h e r e  is no sugges t ion  elsewhere i n  t h e  
document t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  committee is g e t t i n g  its orders  
from any source  o t h e r  $han t h e  s u p e r i o r  p a r t y  committees. 

I . '  
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I 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  e d u c a t o r s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c a r r i e r s  I 

' of t h e  d i s e a s e  of "bourgeois ideology.  l1 

Before  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e s e  t a r g e t s  was 
launched,  t h e r e  was appa ren t ly  another  c e n t r a l  committee 
meeting,  analogous t o  t h e  September 1965 meet ing.  Most 
of  t h e  p a r t y ' s  l e a d e r s  were o u t  of t h e  news d u r i n g  t h e  
t h i r d  and f o u r t h  weeks of May. Wall-posters  s e e n  much 
l a t e r  (December) quoted Lin  P i a o  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  
May meet ing  cons idered  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  most c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee members had a poor unders tanding  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  and were r e s i s t i n g  it; and t h e  account  of L i n t s  
speech t o  t h e  October-November work-conference h a s  him 
c r i t i c i z i n g  L i u  and Teng for a c t i n g  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  line 
which--the speech suggests-was s t a t e d  by ~ i o  i n  May.* 
Other  p o s t e r s  have sugges ted  16 May--the d a t e  of a "com- 1 
muniquev c i t e d  by Lin--as t h e  approximate d a t e  of t h e  ! 

. d e c i s i o n  t o  send  i n  work-teams. 

The campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  educators--which was 
obvious ly  planned from t h e  s t a r t  t o  be a campaign concur- 
r e n t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  committees i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
committees i n  which t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  
were .u sua l1  y l e a d i n g  f igures--got underway on 1 June, 
w i th  a Peking  broadcas t  on t h e  subs t ance  of b ig -cha rac t e r  
p o s t e r s  w r i t t e n  by wrevo lu t iona ryw s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  
a t  Peking Na t iona l  Un ive r s i t y  which denounced t h e  univer-  
sit y ' s a d m i n i s t r a t  i o n  f o r  its poor (conserva t  ive)  conduct 
of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  time. Th i s  was t h e  s i g n a l  f o r  
s i m i l a r  p o s t e r s  t o  go  up on campuses a l l  ove r  China. 

There  is a f a i r  amount of in format ion  on t h e  cam- 
paign  on s e v e r a l  campuses i n  June,  and s u b s t a n t i a l  in fo-  
mation on t h e  campaign a t  Peking Nat iona l  u n i v e r s i t y  it- 
s e l f .  The campaign a t  t h i s  university--commonly known 
a s  9% it a, I' a c o n t r a c t  i on  of t h e  Chinese name--seems t o  

-Analysts of OCTiEZe c o n j e c t u r i n g  a t  t h i s  time, mainly 
on t h e  b a s i s  of propaganda t r ea tmen t  of L iu ,  t h a t  he  was 
a l r eady  i n  t r o u b l e ;  t h i s  minor i ty  view is now known t o  

, have been c o r r e c t ,  a l though it was weakened by a r e l a t e d  
t h e s i s  ( regarded  t h e n  and now as i n c o r r e c t )  t h a t  Teng 
Hsiao-ping r a t h e r  t h a n  Mao was t h e  prime mover. The 
very good t r ea tmen t  t h a t  L iu  and Teng were g e t t i n g  i n  
t h e  Peking p r e s s  a s  l a t e  as J u l y  is now b e l i e v e d - t o  have 
been t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e i r  own dominance of the p r e s s  ( i n  
Maols absence) a t  t h a t  time. 



have been r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  a l l  in-  
st i t u t  ions  of h igher  ' l ea rn ing .  

The campaign a t  P e i t a  was launched prematurely on 
25 May, with t h e  s lap-up of wal l -pos ters  denouncing t h e  
p res iden t  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  p o s t e r s  w r i t t e n  by a group 
l e d  by a female t eacher  i n  t h e  department of what passes 
f o r  philosophy i n  China. O f f i c i a l  and u n o f f i c i a l  sources  
agree  t h a t  t h e s e  p o s t e r s  were covered up by u n i v e r s i t y  
o f f i c i a l s  (probably by t h e  pa r ty  committee i n  t h e  univer- 
s i t y ,  n committee headed by t h e  p res iden t  himself)  a f t e r  
a v i s i t  t o  higher  p a r t y  a u t h o r i t i e s  (almost c e r t a i n l y  t h e  
reorganized Peking municipal committee) i n  Peking. On 
1 June, however, t h e  p a r t y  c e n t e r  was ready. On t h a t  day, 
c ~ n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  an incendiary  e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  reformed 
and m i l  it ant  People's Daily which s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  "educators 
must be t h e  f'irst t o  r m e  an educat ion,"  Peking broad- 
c a s t  t h e  content  of t h e  25 May p o s t e r s  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t .  On t h e  same day o r  t h e  next day (Peking has 
given both da tes )  t h e  o r i g i n a l  posters--reinforced by 
o t h e r  posters--went up on t h e  wal ls .  Peking has s i n c e  
descr ibed t h i s  a c t i o n  a s  t h e  " f i r s t  shot"  i n  t h e  revolu- 
t i o n  a t  P e i t a ,  and has a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  Mao. 

June : The Par ty ' s  Work-Teams 

The veh ic le  of t h e  r evo lu t ion  a t  P e i t a ,  a v e h i c l e  
which was t o  p r o l i f e r a t e  elsewhere i n  China dur ing  June, 
was t h e  ltwork-team.lv This  was a small  team--rarely i f  
e v e r  l a r g e r  than  f i v e  people--assigned and named by higher  
p a r t y  committees, and s e n t  down t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and t o  
c a r r y  o u t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion .  I 

Peking has confirmed t h e  surmise t h a t  t h e  concept 
of t h e  work-team was approved by Mao i f  not a c t u a l l y  
o r i g i n a t e d  by him. Speaking i n  Navember 1966, Chiang C h b g ,  
Maots wife ,  d id  t r y  t o  reduce Mao's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  work-teams ("As e a r l y  a s  June of t h i s  

I 
year  our Chairman Mao made t h e  po in t  t h a t  work-teams i 
should not  be s e n t  o u t  h a s t i l y m ) ,  but  she  never the less  I I 
assoc ia ted  Mao w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  send i n  t h e  work-teams. 



Sources d i f f e r  a s  t o  whether t h e  P e i t a  campus was 
i n  a s t a t e  of anarchy f o r  t h e  first week o r  t e n  days of 
June. Some sources  a s s e r t  t h a t  it was, with a welter of 
denuncia t ions ,  demonstrat ions  and r iots  by groups which 
some sources  have described a s  "revolut ionary committees" 
but  which e v i d e n t l y  were ne5ther  d i r e c t e d  by nor respon- 
s i b l e  t o  any a u t h o r i t y  except themselves.  The Peking 
regime i t se l f  has f o s t e r e d  an impxession of g r e a t e r  and 
e a r l i e r  o r d e r  

Peking announced on 3 June t h a t  t h e  reorganized 
Peking municipal committee (known t o  have been i n  opera- 
t i o n  no later than  25 May) had decided t o  ass ign  a "work- 
teamt* headed by Chang Chieng-hsien (a s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
Honan p r o v i n c i a l  committee) t o  Peking Univers i ty  t o  l e a d  
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion ;  a l s o ,  t o  remove t h e  p res iden t  
and h i s  deputy from t h e  p o s t s  of s e c r e t a r y  and deputy 
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  p a r t y  committee; .and also, 
t o  have t h e  new work-team func t ion  a s  t h e  un ive r s i ty ' s  
p a r t y  committee u n t i l  another could be organized. Under- 
l i n i n g  its po in t  t h a t  t h e  new Peking municipal committee-- 
a p a r t  of t h e  r e g u l a r  p a r t y  apparatus--was i n  charge of 
t h e  t*revolut ionw a t  P e i t a ,  t h e  3 June announcement of L i  
~ s u e b - f e n g  and Wu Te a s  t h e  new first and second s e c r e t a r i e s  
of t h e  committee went on t o  s t a t e  f l a t l y  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  
work of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  i n  t h e  c i t y  of Peking 
was under t h e  " d i r e c t  leadershipt3 of t h e  new municipal 
commfttee. On 5 June, Peking repor ted  t h a t  "at  present ,  
under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  work-team appointed t o  t h e  
un ive r s i ty"  by t h e  new Peking municipal committee, t h e  
masses of . teachers ,  s t u d e n t s  and workers a t  P e i t a  were 
" l i q u i d a t  ingw t h e  former p r e s i d e n t i  s 
s i n a l e  source  o t h e  events  a t  Pe i t a -  

-seems t o  support  t h e  
'on me po ln t  of t h e  e a r l y  imposi t ion of order ;  t h i s  source  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  work-team a r r i v e d  "soonw a f t e r  t h e  1 June 
broadcast  (perhaps 5 June is t h e  r i g h t  d a t e ) ,  and t h a t  
t h e  team immediately took hold. 

There was a precedent f o r  t h e  d i spa tch  of a "work- 
teamtt of t h i s  kind. During t h e  autumn of 1964, I tsocial-  
ist educat ionw work-teams had been s e n t  down from higher  
p a r t y  l e v e l s  t o  he lp  with p o l i t i c a l  work i n  t h e  country- 
s i d e .  Such a c t i v i t y  included t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of 



a c t i v i s t s ,  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of these  a c t i v i s t s ,  t h e  or- 
ganiza t ion  of criticism of p a r t y  cadres  by t h e  peasants ,  
and even tua l ly  t h e  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  peasant  associa-  
t i o n s .  This  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  countryside,  however, had 
been low-key and l e i s u r e l y ,  compared with t h e  assign- 
ment given t h e  new work-teams i n  t h e  schools .  

S imi lar  scenarios--cr it i c i s m  of t h e  administrators-  
and-secret ar ies of u n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  conservat ive  leader-  , 
s h i p  of t h e  revo lu t ion ,  and t h e i r  displacement by work- 
teams s e n t  from higher  p a r t y  levels--have been provided 
by Peking and by t h e  p rov inc ia l  p r e s s  f o r  s e v e r a l  o the r  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h igher  learning.  A t  Chengtu Universi ty,  

' f o r  example, " revolut ionary  s t u d e n t s  and teachers t f  began , 

on 3 June t o  put  up p o s t e r s  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  deputy 
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  p a r t y  committee--the "leaderw 
of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y l s  e x i s t i n g  n c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group," 
t h e  group named by t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  committee--for having 
f a i l e d  t o  mobil ize t h e  mass of revolut ionary  s tuden t s .  
He was moved t o  hold an "emergency meetingw about t h i s ;  
t h e  Chengtu municipal committee and t h e  Szechuan provin- 
c i a l  committee backed t h e  s t u d e n t s  and c r i t i c i z e d  him; 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  put  up more p o s t e r s ,  and he 
again defended himself but  was removed from o f f i c e  by 
t h e  Ch?qk't.'U committee sometime before 23 June, a t  which 
t i m e  it was announced t h a t  both t h e  Szechuan p rov inc ia l  
committee and t h e  Southwest r eg iona l  bureau had approved 
t h e  ac t ion ,  and t h a t  t h e  Chengtu committee was sending 
i n  a work-team t o  t a k e  over .  * Simi la r ly ,  at Chengchow 
Univers i ty  t h e  a c t i n g  p res iden t  and concurrent ly  s e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  u n i v e a s i t y l s  p a r t y  committee was c r i t i c i z e d  i n  

i n t e r e s t i n g  i t e m  i n  t h e  Chengtu account is t h a t  
t h e  d i smissa l  was announced by the  Chengtu committee1s 
propaganda department. This  sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  members of 
t h e s e  f i r s t  t t c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  teamstq--that is, t h e  
teams named by p a r t y  committees from t h e i r  own members, 
a s  d i s t i n c t  from t h e  work-teams l a t e r  s e n t  down from 
higher  p a r t y  organs--were o r i g i n a l l y  s e l e c t e d  by t h e  
propaganda departments of t h e  p a r t y  committees. 



e a r l y  June, r e s i s t e d ,  but was found g u i l t y  by t h e  provin- 
c i a l  committee of having suppressed t h e  revo lu t ionary  
s t u d e n t s  and t eachers ;  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  committee dismissed 
him, and s e n t  i n  a  work-team i n  mid-June t o  "reorganize" 
h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group." There a r e  similar ac- 
counts  from a dozen o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  In a l l  cases t h e  
a c t  ions  of d i smissa l  of t h e  of fending admin i s t r a to r / sec re ta ry  
and of d i spa tch  of t h e  work-team were s a i d  t o  have been 
taken by t h e  appropr ia te  organ of t h e  conventional p a r t y  
appara tus .  

Work-teams were s e n t  t o  many o t h e r  p laces ,  i n  addi- I 

t i o n  t o  t h e  schools .  Peking i tself  has never provided a 
c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of t h e  depth of t h e  e f fo r t - - tha t  is, how 
f a r  down i n t o  t h e  c i t i e s  and t h e  countrys ide  t h  ep  were 
s e n t ,  and t h e  p rov inc ia l  p r e s s  has no t  presented a c l e a r  
p i c t u r e  e i t h e r .  The l a t t e r ,  however, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  
were s e n t  t o  "manyq1 p a r t y  and government o rgan iza t ions  
a s  f a r  down a s  medium-sized ci t ies  and poss ib ly  below, 
and t h a t  they  were concentrated on (although not  r e s t r i c t e d  
t o )  t l c u l t u r a l  and educat ional  u n i t s M  of a l l  kinds,  includ- 
ing  newspapers, publishing houses, r ad io - s t a t ions ,  c u l t u r a l  
bureaus, f e d e r a t i o n s  of a r t  workers, even movie-houses. 
The c r i t e r i o n  f o r  sending a work-team seems t o  have been 
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of wproblems"--meaning, as i n  t h e  case  of 
$he schools ,  an i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  m i l i t a n t  l o c a l  l eadersh ip ,  
t h e  presence of a  l eader  o r  group of l e a d e r s  who had a l -  
ready f a i l e d  t h e  t e s t  and was now marked f o r  d iscard .*  

*While these work-teams were s t r u g g l i n g  wi th  t h e i r  
t a s k s ,  t h e  pa r ty  cen te r  pub l i c ly  ind ica ted  its sense  of 
t h e  scope of t h e  problem. On 13 June, t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  
committee (along w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  Council) i s sued  a n o t i c e  
decree ing t h e  postponement of c o l l e g e  ent rance  examina- 
t ions f o r  s i x  months i n  order  t o  t'thoroughly c a r r y  o u t  
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  and.. .reform t h e  educat ional  
system, As surrounding comnent a r i e s  made c l e a r ,  t h e  
new system was t o  put a  new emphasis on c l a s s  background 
and p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  a s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  admission, on 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  s tuden t s '  t ime between s tudy and 
l a b o r ,  and on pol it i c a l  indoc t r ina t ion .  In l a t e  October, 
Peking repor ted ly  extended t h e  postponement t o  summer 
1965. 



Nevertheless ,  t h e  work-teams do no t  appear t o  have 
been g iven  d i r e c t i v e s  t o  suppor t  t h e  m o s t m i l i t a n t  elements 
of t h e  wrevo lu t iona ry  s t u d e n t s  and t eache r s"  t h a t  t hey  
could f i n d ,  even though they  were subsequent ly  d i s c r e d i t e d  
f o r  having f a i l e d  to  do j u s t  t h a t .  Nei ther ,  it appears,  
were t h e  p a r t y  commit tees themselves given such d i r e c t i v e s  
by whatever combinat ion  of l e a d e r s  was t h e n  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ionw from Peking. Many of t h e  f i r s t  
d i r e c t i v e s  may have emphasized t h e  es tab l i shment  of o rde r ,  ' 
a s  many campuses were r epor t ed  t o  be ou t  of control.- 

The p i c t u r e  is complicated by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it is' 
not  known how a c t i v e  were t h e  r o l e s ,  a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  of 
Mao and t h e  sma l l  group of l i e u t e n a n t s  who were soon t o  
emerge as t h e  "group i n  charge of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e ~ o l u t i o n . ~  
As prev ious ly  noted,  it is v i r t u a l l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  Mao 
approved t h e  concept of t h e  work-team, and it seems q u i t e  
probable t h a t  Tao Chu a s  t h e  new head of t h e  Propaganda 
Department and o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  w c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  

*In a t  l e a s t  some ins t ances ,  t h e  work-teams were i n  
f a c t  d i r e c t e d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  lef t is ts .  For 
example, i n  Tsinghai  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  committee an- 
nounced on 13 June a  d e c i s i o n  t o  remove t h e  e d i t o r  of 
t h e  Ts  ingha i  Dai ly  f o r  an e d i t o r i a l  he had commissioned 
and p u b l i s h e d x d a y s  earlier, and t o  send i n  a  work- 
team t o  " sys t emat i ca l ly  examine and reformw t h e  work of 
t h e  newspaper. The e d i t o r i a l ,  condemned by t h e  p a r t y  
committee as c o n t r a r y  t o  Mao's t h i n k i n g ,  i n  f a c t  s t a t e d  
p r e c i s e l y  t h e  m i l i t a n t  l i n e  on t h e  conduct of t h e  revolu- 
t ion  t h a t  was l a t e r  t o  be v ind ica ted  (and t h e  e d i t o r  
himself was l a t e r  t o  s e r v e  a s  a prime example of a  func- 
t i o n a r y  t o  be " r e h a b i l i t a t e d w  by a  p a r t y  committee which 
had ac ted  i n c o r r e c t l y )  . I t  is impossible  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  Ts inghai  p a r t y  committee would have ac ted  i n  
t h i s  way, a t  t h i s  .stage of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  i f  t h e r e  had 
been an e x i s t i n g  d i r e c t i v e  t o  suppor t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  



- .  groupN (whether it was i n  opera t ion  ye t  a s  a group of not)  
took p a r t  i n  t h e  d i scuss ions  which preceded t h e  dec i s ion  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  work-teams. There is a l s o  a l i t t l e  
evidence '( to be presented l a t e r )  t h a t  s o m e  of t h e s e  lead- 
ers provided some degree of guidance, a t  l e a s t  t o  work- 
teams i n  Peking. However, it is probable t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  
r o l e s  i n ' p r o v i d i n g  guidance t o  t h e  p a r t y  committees, 
which i n  t u r n  provided it t o  the  work-teams, were played 
by the  s e n i o r  f i g u r e s  of the  conventional p a r t y  apparatus,  
~ i u  Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping. I n  any case ,  it is 
probably t h e  l a t t e r  who w i l l  be forced--or have a l ready 
been forced--to accept  t h e  l a r g e s t  s h a r e  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
fo r  what has been found r e t r o a c t i v e l y  t o  be t h e  "mistakest9 
of t h e  work-teams. 

S imi la r ly ,  it is unclear  whether Mao planned i n  
advance t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  work-teams, a s  par t  of a scheme 
f o r  d i s c r e d i t i n g  t h e  conventional pa r ty  apparatus and 
its l e a d e r s ,  o r  whether ins tead  he found them t o  be in- 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  r evo lu t ionary  a f t e r  examining t h e i r  perform- 
ance f o r  some weeks. On balance, t h e  l a t t e r  seems more 
l i k e l y ,  i f  f o r  no o t h e r  reason than t h a t  t h e  pioneer  work- 
teams were assigned by t h e  new Peking p a r t y  committee 
which i t s e l f  had j u s t  been named, and t h u s  was not  a p a r t  
of t h e  o ld  apparatus.  But i n  e i t h e r  case  Mao was s e t t i n g  
t h e  conventional p a r t y  apparatus another test ,  a s  he  had 
wi th  t h e  issue of Hai J u i  t h e  previous winter ,  and as he 
had with t h e  s t a g e d f  the v c u l t u r a l  revolut ionw which had 
j u s t  been conducted by t h e  l o c a l  pa r ty  committees whose 
teams were dislodged by t h e  work-%earns; and again  it was 
t o  f a i l  t h e  test .  

What happened was t h a t  "manyt1 of t h e  work-teams 
assigned t o  t h e  universi t ies--and presumably many of 
those  assigned t o  o t h e r  organiza t ions  and "un i t s  "--did 
not  g ive  i n  t o  t h e  extreme demands of campus l e f t i s t s  
w h o s e  clamor had a l ready brought down t h e  previous 
admin i s t r a to r / sec re ta r  ies and l e a d e r s  of t h e  f i r s t  "cul- 
t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  teamsu and who were l a t e r  t o  be j u s t i -  
f i ed  i n  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  f u l l  range of t h e i r  demands. In 
t h e  g r e a t  majobity of c a s e s  (judging from Peking's l a t e r  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  "mistakesw of t h e  work-team concept 
,and work-team opera t ions) ,  t h e  work-teams sympathized 



more wi th  t h e i r  f r a t e r n a l  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on t h e  
campuses, t h e  p a r t y  committees t h e r e  which l i k e w i s e  were 
t h e  product  of  t h e  convent iona l  p a r t y  appara tus ,  t h a n  
wi th  t h e  m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s  (many of whom were soon t o  
emerge a s  R e d  Guards).* In  o t h e r  words, the 'work-teams, 
fo l lowing  t h e  removal of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r / s e c r e t a r y  
p r e v i o u s l y  marked by t h e  p a r t y  c e n t e r  a s  t h e  main t a r g e t ,  
f a i l e d  t o  c a r r y  through t h e  r ange  of a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
f a c u l t y  and student-body demanded by t h e  m i l i t a n t s ,  and 
i n  many c a s e s  "suppressedw t h e  m i l i t a n t s  i n  muah t h e  
same ways a s  had t h e  l o c a l  l e a d e r s  who had j u s t  l o s t  t h e i r  
jobs. 

Again t h e  r e p o r t i n g  on t h i s  s t a g e  of t h e  revolu-  
t ion--more p r e c i s e l y ,  t h i s  h i a t u s  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t  ion-- is  
best a s  r e g a r d s  P e i t a .  S e v e r a l  s o u r c e s  agree  t h a t  t h e  
work-team ass igned  t h e r e  t r i e d  t o  pu t  t h e  campus i n  o r d e r ,  
m a k h g  t h e  l r r evo lu t iona ry  s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s f f  there--  
p r i m a r i l y  t h e  r i o t i n g  l e f t i s t s - - r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  team, 
and t o  t h i s  end a r ranged  day-long meetings t o  o rgan ize  
t h e  a c t i v i t y ;  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  work-team made t h e  
s t u d e n t s  s t o p  b e a t i n g  t h e  t e a c h e r s  and o t h e r s  t h e y  d i s -  
approved o f .  The s t u d e n t s  r e s e n t e d  t h e  b a s i c  f a c t  of 
o u t s i d e  c o n t r o l  as w e l l  as t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  conse rva t ive  
measures favored  by t h e  work-team, and began t o  ho ld  
n i g h t l y  meet ings  of t h e i r  own; among t h e  p roduc t s  of 
t h e s e  meet ings  were p o s t e r s  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  work-team. T h i s  
open warfare-- including,  i n  some c a s e s ,  armed clashes--  
cont inued  t o  t h e  end of June ,  a t  which time, acco rd ing  
t o  v a r i o u s  r e p o r t s ,  t h e r e  was i n t e r v e n t  i o n  by f  i r s t - r a n k  

*A r e l a t i v e l y  sma l l  number of work-teams guessed r i g h t ,  
or were s e n t  i n  l a t e  enough ( i n  J u l y )  t o  have g o t  some 
c l u e s .  Speaking t o  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  November 1966, Chiang 
Ching d e s c r i b e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  send  t h e  work-teams i n  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  as an " e r r o r ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  work of t h e  
work-teams was "still more e r roneous ,"  and t h e n  noted 
t h a t  **some work-teams fol lowed c o r r e c t  p r i n c i p l e s  and 
p o l i c y  and d i d  no t  make mis takes ."  Apparently t h e  most 
common a t t i t u d e  was t h a t  expressed  by L i  Hsueh-feng of  
t h e  Peking committee (according t o  l a t e r  p o s t e r s )  on 23 
June: " A t  t h i s  t e n s e  moment, p a r t y  members should  s t a n d  
up and defend t h e i r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ;  i f  t hey  do n o t ,  Nazis  
w i l l  t a k e  over . "  A s  it tu rned  o u t ,  'Nazis '  took over  any- 
way. 



par ty  l e a d e r s ,  inc luding t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e r s  of what 
was soon t o  be revealed  a s  t h e  '*group i n  charge of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  revolut ion ."  

A t  Tsinghua, China's seco'nd-ranking univers ' i ty  , 
t h e  p i c t u r e  was a . b i t  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  beginning, as 
t h e  dominant group of s t u d e n t s  seems t o  have been ) t o  
t h e  r i g h t  of sthe work-team. They repor ted ly  de f i ed  t h e  
work- which a r r i v e d  i n  e a r l y  June and tried--unsuc- 
c e s s f u l l y ,  a s  it turned out--to p r o t e c t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
p res iden t .  The work-team, which included Idme. Lf u Shao- 
c h i ,  e v i d e n t l y  t r i e d  t o  s t e e r  a middle cohrse,  a c t i n g  
agains t  and "suppressingw both t h e  r i g h t i s t s  and t h e  
leftists;  t h e  la t ter  included t h e  extremely m i l i t a n t  
s tuden t  l e a d e r  Kuai.Ta-fu, who was t o  p lay  a large r o l e  
l a t e r  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Red Guards i n  Peking. 

I n  a  w r i t t e n  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  dated 10 October 
(reported i n  wal l -pos ters ) ,  M e .  Liu was t o  provide a  
summary of t h e  l'errorsV of t h e  work-team at  Tsinghua. 
The work-team had been ( i , e .  was found r e t r o a c t i v e l y  to  
have been) t o o  conservat ive ;  t h e r e  had been t r o u b l e  
with t h e  l l f a l se  leftists1' (known t o  have included some 
vindica ted  l a t e r  a s  t h e  ' r e a l '  l e i  t ists, t h e  revolut ion-  
a r i e s  who had ac ted  c o r r e c t l y )  who were t r y i n g  t o  d i s -  
c r e d i t  t h e  work-team; her own plan  was t o  make an example 
both of t h e  'lblack gangw (those regarded a s  extreme 
r i g h t i s t s )  and t h e  " f a l s e  l e f t i s t s , "  but  unfor tunate ly  
t h e  team had ac ted  aga ins t  some people whose views d i f s e r e d  

*A s i m i l a r  account is provided from South China. In 
June, t h e  propaganda department of t h e  Kwangtung pa r ty  
committee repor ted ly  s e n t  work-teams i n t o  a l l  of t h e  
middle schools .  The f i r s t  t a s k  of t h e  teams was t o  re- 
s t o r e  o r d e r ,  t o  g e t  c o n t r o l  of t h e  schools  ou t  of t h e  
hands KC-TGftist s t u d e n t s  who were beat ing  t e a c h e r s  and 
otherwise running t h i n g s  t o  s u i t  themselves. The work- 
teams repor ted ly  worked hard t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l ,  but  t h e  
s tuden t s  fought back with "rebel  teams" and " f igh t ing  
teamsw which c rea ted  such d i so rde r  a t  some schools  t h a t  
t h e  po l i ce  were c a l l e d  in .  



from t h e  work-teams (i.e. those  l a t e r  v indica ted  a s  t r u e  
revo lu t ionar i6s ) ;  t h e  work-team had employed improper 
methods i n  p r o h i b i t i n g  people from making complaints t o  
t h e  recep t ion  o f f i c e  of t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  committee and i n  
using t h e  excuse of "protec t ionn t o  put people i n  ja i l ;  
s h e  had been unaware a t  t h e  time t h a t  she  was committing 
e r r o r s ,  had gone on i n  J u l y  t o  make more mistakes, and 
had defended t h e  record  of t h e  work-team throughout Ju ly ;  
and s o  on. Mme. Liu i n  t h i s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  gave c r e d i t  
t o  Chairman Mao personally--as Lin Piao was t o  do i n  h i s  
speech t o  t h e  plenum i n  August--for d iscover ing  and re- 
ve r s ing  t h e  e r r o r s  of t h e  work-team, 

agree t h a t  Chiang Ching, Maols wife,  
soon t o  emerge as rst deputy d i r e c t o r  of t h e  new wgroupv* 
under Chen Po-ta, v i s i t e d  t h e  P e i t a  ampus i n  l a t e  June 
o r  e a r l y  Ju ly .  p lace  Chen Po-ta him- 
s e l f  a t  t h e  sce 8, ax a meering i n  1 t e  June, 7 1  

adds Tao Chu t o  t h e  group. The sources  agree t h a t  
top  l e a d e r s  supported t h e  "revolut ionary  student^'^ 

aga ins t  t h e  work-team. Evidently t h e  dec i s ion  t o  provide 
a c l e a r  d i r e c t i v e - - r e a l l y  a new directive--had been made. 

The o f f i c e r s  of t h e  *'group i n  charge of t h e  cul -  
t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n ' ~  a r e  made t o  appear i n  t h e s e  accounts 
a s  he ro ic  f igures--stepping i n t o  t h e  a c t i o n  a s  an ext ra-  
ordinary  p a r t y  body t o  save t h e  s i t u a t i o n  for Mao Tse- 
tung a f t e r  ye t  another  f a i l u r e  by t h e  conventional p a r t y  
apparatus.  This  is a l s o  t h e  p i c t u r e  presented by Chiang 
Ching i n  her  November 1966 r e p o r t .  The summary of her  
speech ( a l l  thus  f a r  ava i l ab le )  has her  say ing  t h a t  " the  
sending of c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  work-teams t o  va r ious  
o rgan iza t  ions.  . .was an e r r o r ,  and "what those  work- 
teams had done i n  t h e  course of t h e i r  work was still 
more erroneous. Ins tead  of d i r e c t i n g  t h e  spearhead aga ins t  
t h e  handful of people i n  a u t h o r i t y  wi th in  t h e  p a r t y  who 
were tak ing  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road and aga ins t  t h e  reac t ion-  
a r y  academic ' a u t h o r i t i e s ,  ' they turned t h e  spearhead 
a g a i n s t  t h e  revo lu t ionary  s tuden t s .  The ques t ion  of what 
t h e  spearhead of t h e  s t r u g g l e  should be d i r e c t e d  aga ins t  
was a c a r d i n a l  ques t  ion  of r i g h t  and wrong. . .* 



But it w i l l  be noted t h a t  Chiang Ching does not 
a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  work-teams had been directed--by ~ a G r  
anybody e l se - - to  support  t h e  wrevolut ionary  s tuden t sw 
as l a t e r  defined., and Mme. Liu 's  account a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e r e  was no such d i r e c t i v e .  Indeed, t h e  very  l i t t l e  
evidence a s  t o  t h e  r o l e s  of o f f i c e r s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion  groupN i n  providing guidance a t  t h e  t i m e  sugges ts  
t h a t  t h e i r  guidance was 3 i t t l e  more m i l i t a n t  than  t h a t  ' 

of t h e  conventional  p a r t y  appara tus .  
1Chen Po-tale  v i s i t  t o  thd p e i r a  campus id  

l a t e  June Chen , a f t e r  cr it ic  Sz ing  
earn as t o o  consexvat l i e ,  was charged by o f f i c e r s  

of t h e  work-team as having himself appointed t h e  team 
and given it its guidance. Chep 

denied t h e  charg cn may i n  fact 1 
'nave m e n  overs  a t ed ,  but  it seems a t  a minimum p r e t t y  
c l e a r  t h a t  n e i t h e r  Chen nor any o t h e r  l eader  a c t i v e l y  . 
promoted t h e  l i n e  t h a t  was l a t e r  judged t o  be l tcorrec t .u  
Thus, t o  t h e  degree t h a t  Mao and o t h e r  l e a d e r s  impute t o  
t h e  conventional  p a r t y  appara tus  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  

Mao and t h e  new team would be doing what 
t h e  dominant f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  Chinese p a r t y  a t  any given 
t i m e  have usua l ly  done--that is, t o  a t t r i b u t e  preponderant 
r e 6 p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  9nistakes" t o  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  who have 
f a l l e n  from favor  and a r e  not  s t r o n g  enough t o  set t h e  
record  s t r a i g h t .  If i n  t h i s  ins tance  t h e  top-level  pa r ty  
l e a d e r s  being made t o ' l o o k  bad a r e  Liu Shao-chi and Teng 
Hsiao-ping, t h e r e  is some j u s t i c e  i n  it, f o r  they  them- 
s e l v e s  had been foremost among Maovs l i e u t e n a n t s  i n  t h i s  
kind of operat ion--f ixing t h e  blame on o t h e r  l e a d e r s  f o r  
Mao's mistakes and t h e i r  om--during t h e  period i n  which 
t h e  "grea t  l e a p  forward" and t h e  "people's communev pro- 
grams had been shown t o  be such lud ic rous  f a i l u r e s .  

Chou En-lai,  speak- 
i n g  t o  'a large meermg or Yeltlng studbnts--probably from 
a l l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  the  area--in e a r l y  Ju ly ,  made t h e  
p a r t y ' s  f i r s t  apology f o r  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  of t h e  work-teams 
a t  P e i t a  and elsewhere. (He is s a i d  by o the r  sources  t o  
have made s i m i l a r  speeches i n  A u g u s t ,  again apologizing, 
and p lac ing t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  mistakes--including 



t h e  o r i g i n a l  mis take  of sending them--on t h e  new Peking 
municipal committee and t h e  " c e n t r a l  commit tee comrades 
i n  Peking," ) In  h i s  J u l y  speech, he is s a i d  t o  have t o l d  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e y  themselves should  t a k e  over  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  completely,  inc luding  t h e  judging and d i spos i -  
t i o n  of t h e  work-teams. A t  t h i s  t i m e  ( sources  va ry  on 
t h e  d a t e ,  bu t  appa ren t ly  some t i m e  i n  t h e  first week of 
J u l y ) ,  t h e  work-team a t  P e i t a  was dgslodged, and work- 
teams a t  o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  s u f f e r e d  t h e  same f a t e  no t  
l ong  a f t e rwards .  The work-teams were no t  o f f i c i a l l y  
d i s so lved  even i n  Peking u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  month (when 
they  were fo rma l ly  r ep laced ) ,  bu t  t h e  " r evo lu t iona ry  
s t u d e n t s ,  p o s s i b l y  r e i n f o r c e d  ( a s  one r e p o r t  states) 
by s o l d i e r s  i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s  s e n t  t o  keep t h e  new 
o rde r  i t s e l f  from be ing  overturned,  took  charge again-- 
a t  l e a s t  i n  Peking--in e a r l y  J u l y .  Some o t h e r  a r e a s  
e v i d e n t l y  lagged;  some had apparent ly  no t  g o t  r i d  of 
them y e t  a s  of l a t e  J u l y .  The q u e s t i o n  was: t o  whom 
o r  what were t h e  " r evo lu t iona ry  s tudentsw-- those  backed 
by Mao's new team i n  Peking--now respons ive?  

J u l y  and E a r l y  August: The "Cul tura l  Revolut ion Group" - 
I 1  i t t l e  -1 is known about t h e  an tecedents  of - 

t h e  "group i n  c h a r m  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  'under t h e  
~ a r t v ' s  c e n t r a l  committeeft I 

*The group was -if i ed  pub1 i c l y  on 9 J u l y .  Chen 
Po-tot was i d e n t i f i e d  then  a s  its head, and Tao Chu and 
Kang Sheng were i d e n t i f i e d  some weeks la ter  a s  its "ad- 
v i s o r s  ." Tao and Yeh Chien-ying were i d e n t i f i e d  a s  mem- 
b e r s  of t h e  p a r t y  S e c r e t a r i a t  on 9 J u l y  a l s o ,  and Liu 
Ning-i a s  a m e m b e r  a  few weeks l a t e r .  A l l  of t h e s e  ap- 
pointments may have been made i n  t h e  June-July pe r iod  
when Mao (according t o  la ter  p o s t e r s )  was o u t  of Peking 
and Liu Shao-chi was i n  charge,  and some obse rve r s  have 
surmised t h a t  some of them--Tao, Yeh, and Liu--may have 
r ep resen ted  i n i t i a t i v e s  by Liu r a t h e r  t han  Mao. I t  seems 
doub t fu l ,  however, t h a t  key appointments would be made 
without  Mao ' s approval .  



I - eelv ( s o  ed i n  p a r t y  documents) 
wed-::: t h e  cul:t% r e v o l u t i o n  was 

a c t i v e  under Peng Chen as of e a r l y  1966. This  was an 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y ,  ad hoc body; it is be l ieved  
t o  have been drawn l a r g e l y  ( t h r e e  of f i v e )  sne p 
Propaganda Department, b u t  on ly  one o t h e r  member was 

. - .  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  documents--gang Sheng, 
was not  a Propaganda Department o f f i c i a l .  
no t  know when t h e  "Five-Man Comrni t tee l t  
but  it might have come i n t o  
be 1 ua u a i r ~ y  as mra - I Y O ~  , wsenlPeng Chen (soon t o  emerge 
a s  a ."close comradew of Mao's) r epor t ed  p u b l i c l y  on t h e  
need t o  re form t h e  Peking ( c l a s s i c a l )  opera ,  which was 
t o  be t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  arts t o  be reformed i n  t h e  l*revolu- . 
t i o n  on t h e  c u l t u r a l  f ront . ' '  O r  it may have been organized  
i n  December 1964, a t  which t ime Mao is s a i d  t o  have ordered  a 

a complete reform of c u l t u r a l  o rgan iza t ions ,  and a t  which I 

. t i m e  Lu Ting-i--director  of t h e  Propaganda Department and 
a presumed member of t h e  Five-Wan Committee--became Minis ter  

I 
of Cul ture .  O r  it may no t  have been i n  ope ra t ion  u n t i l  I 

about September 1965--in which month, according t o  p a r t y '  
4 Peng Chen was p r e s i d i n g  I 

! ion-wide propaganda work conference;  and by ! 
which t ime- - f a l l i ng  i n ' t h e  pe r iod  i n  which M a o  himsel f ,  
Peking asserts, was tqpe r sona l ly  o rgan iz ing  and l e a d i n g  
t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t  ionu--the "Five- 
Man Committeew is bel ieved  7 1  t o  have been i n  
ex i s t ence .  

As noted  previous ly ,  i n  o r  about January 1966, ac- 
cord ing  t o  t h e  p a r t y  documents 
Mao, a l r e a d y  unhappy wi th  Peng 
a l r eady  having set i n  motion t h e  process  t h a t  was t o  d e s t r o y  
Peng ( c r i t i c i s m  of Wu Han's p l a y  a s  a "poisonous weedw$, 

. , c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  a smal l  group of  " c u l t u r a l t t  f i g u r e s  which 
. d i d  not  i nc lude  Peng. Those summoned were: Kang Sheng, 



Chen Po-ta,  A i  Ssu-chi, and Chiang Ching (Mao's p r e s e n t  
w i fe ,  a onetime b i t  p l a y e r  i n  t h e  movies) . Following 
t h i s ,  Mao gave new i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f ive-man 
committee. In  February,  Peng Chen i ssued  h i s  u n s a t i s -  
f a c t o r y  r e p o r t  on t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  Then i n  
March--probably r e t u r n i n g  t o  a c t i o n  a f t e r  an i l l n e s s ,  
a l though t h e  p a r t y  documents do not  mention this--Ma0 
warned Peng t h a t  he might set up new organs for better 
conduct of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion . "  Also a s  p rev ious ly  
noted ,  Lu Ting-i ,  t h e  propaganda department 's  d i r e c t o r ,  
d i sappea red  i n  Apr i l  and was r ep laced  i n  June a s  d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  propaganda department by Tao Chu, and Peng's f i v e -  
man committee probably d isappeared  i n  Apr i l  a l s o .  ' . 
Mao might have r e c o n s t i t u t e d  it immediately under Chen 
Po-ta ,  b u t  t h e r e  is no p u b l i c  r eco rd  of its o p e r a t i o n  
unt  11 J u l y ,  when its e x i s t e n c e  was revea led .  

Whether Chen's 'tgroupw was o p e r a t i n g  s e c r e t l y  i n  
any p a r t  of t h e  pe r iod  between Apr i l  and 9 July is still 
moot; as previous  noted,  work-team members i n  e f f e c t  
charged t h a t  it was, and it does seem l i k e l y  t h a t  its 
o f f i c e r s - - a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  i f  no t  a s  a "groupvt--took p a r t  
i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  (of mid-May, apparent ly)  t o  send down 
work-teams i n  June. In  any case, t h e r e  is c r e d i b l e  re- 
p o r t i n g  of important roles be ing  played by its l e a d e r s  
a t  t h e  end of June or i n  e a r l y  J u l y  (or both)  . As pre- 
v i o u s l y  noted ,  g i v e  Chen Po- 
t a  a c r i t ica l  o l e  i n  deposing the u n s a t i s  a c t o r y  work- 
team a t  P e i t a ,  p l a c e  Chiang Ching on t h e  
scene ,  and wLZds Tao Chu-!three of' t h e  f o u r  p r i n c i p a l  
f i g u r e s  of group ." Ever s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  "groupw 

6 * A l l  e a r l i e r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  l t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  teams" 
or " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  work-teamsw seem t o  d e s i g n a t e  
e i t h e r - - i n  Apr i l  and May--the ad hoc groups e s t a b l i s h e d  
by l o c a l  p a r t y  committees from t h e i r  own members t o  con- 
duc t  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e ,  or--in June and e a r l y  July-- the 
bod ies  s e n t  down from h ighe r  party committees f o r  t h e  
second s t a g e  and desc r ibed  h e r e i n  s imply a s  work-teams. 



seems t o  have played t h e  dominant r o l e ,  among p a r t y  organs,  
i n  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  8 t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  l* 

When t h e  "group" w a s  su r f aced  i n  e a r l y  J u l y ,  its 
p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  were soon iden t  i f  i e d  : Chen Po-t a a s  
t h e  "headn o r  " l eade r ,  Chiang Ching a s  h i s  f i r s t  deputy,  
and Tao Chu and Kang Sheng as " a d v i ~ o r s . ~  Chang Chun- 
c h i a o ,  a s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Shanghai committee,' was l a t e r  
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  ano the r  deputy,  and Wang Jen-chung of t h e  
Central -South committee and Hupei committee and L i u  Chih- 
c h i e n  of  t h e  General  P o l i t i c a l  Department were still l a t e r  
(before  t h e i r  f a l l )  i d e n t  i f  ied a s  add it i o n a l  d e p u t i e s  . 
Other  members ( u n t i t l e d )  g iven  d u r i n g  t h e  f a l l  by bo th  
o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s  and wa l l -pos t e r s  were Wang L i ,  Kuan Feng, 
Chi Pen-yu, Mu Hsin, and Yao Wen-yuan, a l l  of them young 
writers and p o l e m i c i s t s .  NCNA has  also g iven  B i e h  Tang- 
chung, a g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  who heads t h e  c u l t u r a l  depa r t -  
ment of  t h e  General  Pol i t ica l  Department, and wa l l -pos t e r s  
have a d d i t i o n a l l y  g iven  Chang Ping-hua of  t h e  Hunan com- 
mittee and some o t h e r  p r o v i n c i a l  and r e g i o n a l  f i g u r e s  who 
have not  been confirmed. It is not  known how many of 
t h i s  l o t - - apa r t  from  hen, Chiang, Tao, and Kang--were 
f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  members of t h e  "group1* i n  J u l y .  

Following Chou E n - l a i 1 s  r e p o r t e d  apology t o  Peking 
s t u d e n t s  i n  e a r l y  J u l y  f o r  t h e  wmistakesw of t h e  work- 
teams i n  June,  and h i s  r e p o r t e d  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
t o  t a k e  over  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and i n t e r  a l i a  t o  
ltjudgel* t h e  work-teams, new ~ r e v o l u t i o n a r y ~  committees - - 

were formed by e l e c t i o n .  (The e l e c t i v e  p roces s  
] c a l l e d  t h e i  "pro- 

Iv i s iona lw  committees, and by a Fukien broadcas t  of amid- 

I 

J u l y .  ) These new committees i n i t i a t e d  another  and longe r  
p e r i o d  of v i o l e n c e  on t h e  P e i t a  campus (and, no doubt ,  
o t h e r s )  .* S t i l l  I 1 

* A  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r  t o l d  a congress  of c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  a c t i v i s t s  a t  about  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  new 
p o l i c y  was t o  g i v e  a %ompletely  free r e i n  t o  t h e  massesP1* 
t h a t  t h e  Hupei p r o v i n c i a l  committee had decided t o  "con- 
d u c t  open-door r e c t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  work-teams s e n t  t o  
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  c o l l e g e s  and o t h e r  u n i t s , "  and t h a t  t h e  
"pa r ty  c e n t e r  and Chairman Maow had decreed t h a t  t h e  masses 
were t o  be mas te rs  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and t h a t  
"we1! ( t h e  p a r t y )  "nust  humbly l e a r n  aga in  from them." 
Other  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i e s  were d i s semina t ing  
s i m i l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  l as t  h a l f  of J u l y .  

-35- 



s t u d e n t s  t h e r e  began invading and smashing up t h e  apar t -  
ments of s e n i o r  p a r t y  members (meaning, appa ren t ly ,  t hose  
on campus a t t ached  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  p a r t y  committee); i .  

o t h e r  sources  r e p o r t  t h e  resumption of b e a t i n g  of t eache r s .  
This  was not  r e a l l y  another  per iod  of anarchy, but  r a t h e r  
of v io lence  a t  least p a r t i a l l y  d i r e c t e d .  And what d i r e c t i o n  
t h e r e  was seems t o  have come from t h e  "group i n  charge of .. 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion"  a t  t h e  p a r t y  cen te r - - spec i f i ca l ly ,  
from Chiang Ching, who, 
v i s i t e d  t h e  P e i t a  camp& r o u r  T u n e s  a u r l n g  duly.  1 

The ~ r e v o l u t i o n a r y ~  committee a t  Peita i n  J u l y  d id  
indeed " j udgetl t h e  work-team of  June--already c r i t i c i z e d  
as t o o  conserva t ive  by Chen Po-ta himself--and of course  
found it wanting.* The work-team--which a t  P e i t a  almost 
c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  f u n c t i o n  B t  a l l  a f t e r '  t h e  end of June, 
a l though o t h e r s  did--was o f f i c i a l l y  rep laced  by t h e  new 
committee sometime before  28 Ju ly .  a ascribe t o  Chiang Ching a  guid ing  r o l e  i n  t h e  orma ion--in e f f e c t ,  
t h e  select ion--of  t h e  new committee.** Sources have tended 
t o  desc r ibe  such new committees simply a s  "revolut ionary" 
committees, which may i n  f a c t  be t h e  name by which they  

* it was no longer  
a source  of p r i d e  t o  be a member of the  p a j t y  , and t h a t  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  regarded t h e  "ent i re"  p a r t y  appa ra tus  between 
them and Mao t o  be wor th less .  

* * g i v e s  a c r e d i b l e  
account of Mme. Mao's speech a t  Ts ingiua  on 27 J u l y .  She 
c r i t i c i z e d  those  ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  work-team) who had ac ted  
a g a i n s t  t h e  " revolu t ionary  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s t t  ( t he  
m i l i t a n t s ) ,  and t o l d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  organize  a  new 
revo lu t iona ry  body, s p e c i f y i n g  those  s h e  d i d  - n o t  want t o  
s e e  on it. 



were known: . . t ha t  ' is., t h e  leaders. i n  Peking may not  . ,yet .  
' hirve dec ided-  t o  s p e l l  them out  a s .  ' !cul tural  r e i i o lu~ ' i onH '~  

groups '  or,:.~ommittees.,, . owing t o  . p o s s i b l e  .conf us'ioh'.-.w@h. ' 

. t h e  e a r l i e r  ... and generally~~discredited::.:cultura~ . r e v o l u t i o n  
teams e s t a b l @ h e d  b y  t h e  -cQnventiopAl-! @arty:- 'apparatus ' i n  
o r .  about ~ p r i i  .. , i, There . i s  . l i t t l e  ::doubt,  ' howevbr , .: t h a t  ' :: 
t h e . n e w  group.s or  CoIUIUitfees were i d e n t h a l  :wfth t h e  ' 
" c u l t u r a l  : r ,evolut  i o n  : groups" , and '!cultural r e v o l u t  $on . !. 

commit tee~l.~.--descr i.bea - ,1 ikewise . as e l e c t ' i v e  bod i e s ~ ~ r a i s e d  
and .off i ' c i a l l y  sanct , ioned % .i,n the CCP -centr . f  1 commf f eee : 
deais:ion 'of; 8 , Aug.ust:. The .I;mplication, -tn -:.the reporting 
of ' Ju ly ,  and' .  e .ar ly ,  . A,ugus*.,.! was. :.th:at . these :  new 'bodies' ,'woul,d 
be d,irec;Ely respons . ib le  :.to. t h e  "group. . i n  chkfge of. . . . . .  -the . . -. 

. . c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion"  . i n  Peking.. . : - :  . .  ; '.. . . . . .  
._ . .; , . 

) - . . .  . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  

The V u l t u r a l   revolution^ was of cour se  proceeding 
elsewhere t h a n  on t h e  campuses i n  J u l y .  There .were many 
r e p o r t s  of rqeetings of " a c t i v i s t s , "  who were c a l l e d  upon 
t o  d r i v e  ou t  " f reaks  and monstersH by such  sove re ign  
methods as m a s s  rall ies,  deba tes ,  and b ig -cha rac t e r  p o s t e r s .  
I n  a s i n g l e  province (Anhwei)-, t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r y  re- 
po r t ed  to  a .  r a l l y  of a c t  i v i s * s  i n  mid-July t h a t  " th ings  
take i n  a s ta te  of tremendous tu rbu lence , "  t h a t  i n  t h e  
p a s t  month m i l l i o n s  of b ig-charac te r  p o s t e r s  had gone up, 
hundreds of thousands of deba te s  and denuncia t ion  meet- . 
i ngs  had been h e l d ,  thousands of letters had been w r i t t e n ,  
r e p r e s e n t  a t  i v e s  of t h e  bourgeois ie  i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  govern- 
ment, army and c u l t u r a l  circles had been exposed, and'work- 
teams had been s e n t  t o  a l l  c u l t u r a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  o rganiza-  
t i o n s  which had "many p=lems."* A similar r e p o r t  w a s  , 

- 
It was s p e c i f i e d ,  i n  t h i s  conneat ion,  . t h & t  some c a d r e s  

had been s e n t  from t h e  "PLA.l' There are two r ead ings  of  
t h i s :  one,  s imply that PLA work-teams had been s e n t  t o  
PLA c u l t u r a l - e d u c a t i o n a l  u n i t s ;  t h e  o t h e r ,  ' tha t  PLA c a d r e s  
had been included i n  some, o r  many, o r  most of t h e  work- 
teams s e n t  t o  non-mil i tary u n i t s .  The first read ing  would 
o r d i n a r i l y  be p r e f e r r e d ;  bu t ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  PLA1s 

I 

p a s t  r o l e  i n  p u b l i c l y  l e a d i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  tt 
t h e r e  seems a good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  second r ead ing  
is r i g h t ,  There i s  r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  PLA c a d r e s  
were inc luded  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  groupsn which 
dominated t h e  next  s t a g e  of t h e  campaign, and PLA l e a d e r s  
and u n i t s  were of course  prominent i n  t h e  s t a g e  which 

I 
followed t h a t ,  t h e  one which was dominated by t h e  Red 
Guards a l though o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
of t h e  "group i n  charge of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu t ion . I t  



made, wi th  s i m i l a r  f i g u r e s ,  by a p a r t y  s e c r e t a r y  i n  Kansu 
a t  t h e  end of J u l y .  S imi la r ly ,  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  account 

, of proceedings i n  Fukien, t h e  workers, peasants ,  and 
s o l d i e r s  were a c t i n g  as t h e  "main forcew i n  t h e  revolu- 
t i o n ;  armed wi th  Mao ' e  &ought, t h e y  were wiping out  f r eaks  
and monsters; i n  t h e  cit ies,  while continuing t h e i r  hard 
work i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  they  wrote big-character  p o s t e r s  
i n  t h e i r  off -duty hours, and criticized bourgeois ideas  
and customs, such a s  r e f u s a l  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  manual 
l abor ;  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  poor and lower-middle peasants  
a l s o  wrote big-character  pos te r s ,  he ld  meetings, exposed 
sabo t  age, denounced cap'i t  a1 ist opportunism and church 
l e a d e r s ,  a t t acked  o l d  ideas,  exposed and condemned bad 
books and music and drama, and a t  t h e  same t i m e  prepared 
t o  increase  a g r i c u l t u r a l  product ion. 

Most of t h e  work-teams which had been s e n t  t o  t h e  
c i t ies  i n  June were apparent ly  withdrawn i n  Ju ly ,  l i k e  
t h e  work4eams of t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of 
h igher  l ea rn ing ,  t e c h n i c a l  schools ,  and middle schools .  
While t h e  withdrawal of these  teams from t h e  c i t i e s  has 
not been s p e c i f i e d  i n  any publ ic  s tatement ,  t h e  8 August 
d e c l a r a t i o n  sugges t s  t h a t ,  and s o  do s ta tements  by pro- 
v i n c i a l  parCy l e a d e r s  which appear t o  apply t o  a l l  work- 
teams under t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  The p i c t u r e  a s  regards  
t h e  countryside is l e a s t  c l e a r .  It appears  t h a t  t h e  
" s o c i a l i s t  educat ionw work-teams i n  t h e  countrys ide  were 
i n  general  l e t  alone,  1.e. t h a t  they  d id  not  have "cul- 
t u r a l  revolut ion"  work-teams superimposed on them. And 
, they  were apparent ly  not  disbanded when t h e  work-teams 
of June were disbanded; i n  one of h i s  speeches i n  J u l y  
and August, Chou En-lai  is c r e d i b l y  repor ted  t o  have 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  work-teams s e n t  o r i g i n a l l y  t o  t h e  country- 
s i d e  (beginning i n  1964) had done w e l l ,  t h e  impl ica t ion  
being t h a t  t h e y  would remain. Broadcasts of August made 
c l e a r  t h a t  " s o c i a l i s t  educat ion work teamsw were still  
a c t i v e  i n  some p laces ,  and t h i s  was probably genera l .  

To r e t u r n  t o  t h e  campuses, where t h e  " revolut ion  
seemed t o  be most advanced and m i l  i t a n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  
r e p o r t s  of speeches by Chou En-lai and o t h e r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
t o  meetings of s t u d e n t s  i n  Peking, beginning i n  e a r l y  
August. These speeches may have come immediately a f t e r  
a s tatement  by Mao--apparently of t h i s  period--summarized 



by wal l -pos ters  seen i n  December. (Maovs s tatement  pre- 
d a t e s  September, because it is c i t e d  i n  a b r i e f i n g  by an 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupn on 2 September 
and probably pre-dates' mid-August , a s  it does not mention 
tho Red Guards .) Mao repor ted ly  expressed his dismay zt 
having found, upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Peking (apparensly i n  
l a t e  July, a f t e r  an absence s i n c e  November), t h a t  t h e  
s t u d e n t  movement was "completely cold ,"  indeed "suppressed" 
by those  who were as bad a s  t h e  "mi l i t a ry  c l iquen  (pre- 
sumably Peng Te-huai 's) .  Mao repor ted ly  went on t o  s t a t e  
t h a t  wal l -pos ters  should not,  be, comred  p p  for any ~'eason, 
t h a t  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  of any kind should. 'be'placed on t h e  
s tuden t  movement, and ' those  who had supgyesked'the move- 
ment would come t o  a bad end. {This provgd' t o  i?e t h e  case.)* 

The va r ious  acc'ounta of t h e  c o n t e i t  of t h e  speeches 
of o t h e r  l e a d e r s  agree that the party leaders again apalo- 
gized f o r  t h e  w o r k - t e w  o f ,  June--not j u s t  f o r  th,e ' 'mis -  
t akesw made by t h e  work-teams, but f o r  t h e  top-level  m i s -  
t akes  of sending i n  teams from t h e  outside,, i n  the  f j r s t  
place,  and without c l e a r  d i r e c t i v e s .  Accd ding t o .  a f a i r l y  
f u l l  accfount of Chou'a 4 Augusf speech (rnage a t  Tsinghua) 
which has  r e c e n t l y  come t o  hand, Chou described t h e  '*send- 
ing of work-teamsu a s  a "policy mistaker* aa a t t i t u d e  he 
shared, .  he s a i d ,  w i t h  L i  Hsueh-feng ( the * f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  
of the new Peking committee, wbich htid o ~ g a q i i e d  and d ie-  
patched t h e  work-teams i n  June.** SpecTf'ically; Chou is 
s a i d  t o  have continued, when t h e  educat ional  i n s t  i t u t  idns had 

I . ,  

 h he exac t  da te  of Maovs s tatement  may be 5 August. 
A wall-poster  of January 1967 refers t o  a pos ter  w r i t t e n  
by Mao himself on 5 August i n  which he denounced those  
who oppressed t h e  s tudent  movement. 

**Materials received much l a t e r  repor ted  *a 2 August speech 
by T.mg .Hsiao-ping a t  People 's  Universi ty,  , i n  which he  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  pa r ty  cen te r  ( inc luding himself) had not 
adequately prepared t h e  work-teams, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  had not  
given them c l e a r  d i r e c t i v e s .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  h~ went on t o  
say--as d i d  o the r s  b r i e f i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  August and 
September--that they m u s t  work o u t  t h e i r  pr.oblems f o r  
themselves, i n  o the r  words t h a t  they  were g. t i l l  not  t o  
g e t  b l e a r  d i r e c t i v e s  . - 



asked f o r  replacement of t h e  p a r t y  organs named by t h e  
o ld  (d i sc red i t ed )  Peking commit tee, "we h u r r i e d l y  decidedw 
t o  send t h e  work-teams and " f a i l e d  t o  consider  c a r e f u l l y  
what t h e  work-teamst bas ic  t a s k s  werew t o  be. (Chiang 
Ching was l a t e r  t o  formulate t h e  problem t h e  same way, 
c r i t i u i z i n g  those  who d id  th i s ,  contrary--she alleged--to 
Maols i n s t r u c t i o n s .  ) Moreover, Chou s a i d ,  t h e  "party 's 

, pol icy  was not  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d t t  t o  t h e  work-teams--another 
ind ica t ion  t h a t  t h e  work-teams d i d  not  have clear di rec-  
t i v e s  t o  support  t h e  l e f t i s t s .  TheYZrk-teams i n  p r a c t i c e  
had adopted an t tadminis t ra t ivew a t t i t u d e  and had ordered 
people about, r a t h e r  than fol lowing t h e  "mass l i n e w  of 
d i scuss ion ,  In  sum, Chou s a i d ,  if t h e  p a r t y  d id  not 
c a r r y  ou t  t h e  t h r e e  d u t i e s  def ined by Chairman Mao as 
"struggling,  c r i t i c i z i n g ,  and reforming, "* i f  it f a i l e d  
t o  uoncentrate  revolut ionary  f o r c e s  t o  s t r u g g l e  agains t  
t h e  "main targetN '(another formulat ion echoed four  days 
l a t e r )  but  ins tead  d i s s i p a t e d  its f o r c e s  i n  looking f o r  
wmistakesv and i n  "making t r o u b l e n  among t h e  s tuden t s  
and o t h e r  revolut ionary  fo rces ,  it would be committing 
a s e r i o u s  error i n  "direction."** 

Chou repor ted ly  went on t o  s t a t e  h i s  favor f o r  f r e e -  
dom of expression f o r  the  s t u d e n t s  Kuai Ta-fu and Liu 
Chuan, but  t o  s t a t e  a l s o  t h a t  he disagreed with t h e i r  
expressed views. This  was of some importance, as these  ! 
s tudents- -s t  ill not " rehab i l i t a t edv t  a s  of e a r l y  August-- I , 

were l a t e r  i d e n t i f  l ed  a s  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  most m i l i t a n t  
elements of t h e  Red Guards i n  Peking, those  who were*.to 

,*Chou r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  formulat ion a s  i f  it were well- v 

known t o  h i s  audience, and perhaps it was, from wall- 
pos te r s ;  but it did not appear i n  o f f i c i a l  documents 
u n t i l  8 August. 

**According t o  her  l a t e r  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  Mme. Liu Shao- 
c h i ,  who had been removed from t h e  Tsinghua work-team 
j u s t  t h e  day before (3 August), had committed e r r o r s  of 
t h i s  kind,  No vers ion  of Chouts speech i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
Chou included any c r i t i c i s m  of We.  Liu personal ly .  



l e a d  p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k s  on p a r t y  and government i n s t  a l l a t  i ons  
and t o  l e a d  t h e  p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  on  many p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  , 

Chou repor . tedly went on t o .  apologize  on behalf  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  committee f o r  t h e  "mistakes" qf t h e  work- 
teams, and t o  s ta te  e x p r e s s l y  t h a t  t h e  mis takes  must n o t  
be  a t t r i b . u t e d  e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  new Peking c o h p i t t e e  ( a l -  
though, he s a i d ,  mis takes  made i n  t h e  cou r se  of t h e  work 
were t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y )  , Chou t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o '  $he 
p o i n t  t h a t  "weN (of t h e  p a r t y  l eade r sh ip )  were p r i m a r i l y  
t o  blame f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  de f ind  t h e  c o r r e c t  ( m i l i t a n t )  
l i n e ,  f o r  having "poured c o l d  water' ' on t h e  mass movement 
o u t  of "fear"  (a  phrase  much used l a t e r )  .* 

Red F l a g  was t o  s a y  much t h e  same t h i n g ,  i n  summary 
" - .  . form, o D l - A u g u s t :  t h a t  "during a s h o r t  pe r iod ,  mis takes  

were d iscovered  i n  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n .  and gu ide l ines"  ,of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and t h a t  Mao Tse-tung a t  t h a t  moment 
n p e r s o n a l l y t *  ske tched  ou t  t h e  16-point d e c i s i o n  r e v e a l e d  
on 8 August. 

Th i s  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee- 
p re sen ted  under 16 rubrics--was a  c u r i o u s  document ; a  . 
lumpy mixture  of m i l  it a n t  and cau t iona ry  elements ,  q a i n l y  
m i l i t a n t .  It was i n t e r p r e t e d  o therwise  by many o r  most 
obse rve r s  at t h e  t ime-- that  is, a s  mainly an e f f o r t  t o  
p u t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  o r d e r ,  t o  set  some l i m i t s  t o  t h e  
sweep f o r  enemies, t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  o v e r . t h e  e n t i r e  process .  
Th i s  was n o t  an unreasonable  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  
of  t h e  d i s o r d e r ,  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i n g  and , appa ren t ly  s e n s e l e s s  
v i o l e n c e  o i  t h e  prev ious  two months, and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
of t h e  r e l e a s e d  monster f o r  damaging if not  d e s t r o y i n g  
its c r e a t o r ;  and it was t h a t  i n  p a r t ;  bu t  i n  f a c t  t h e  - 

*Chiang Ching '.(me, Mao) spoke a t  a  Red Guard '*debatew 
two days l a t e r  and emphasized one of t h e  p o i n t s  Chou had 
madel-namely, t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  should  concen t r a t e  t h e i r  
e n e r g i e s  on t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  enemies ( i n  t h e  p a r t y ) ,  
and no t  d i s s i p a t e  them i n  q u a r r e l s  among themselves.  In  
o t h e r  words, Mme. Mao, l i k e  Chou, a t  t h a t  time r e f r a i n e d  
from s t a t i n g  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p ' s  f a v o r  f o r  one Red 
Guard f a c t i o n  over  ano the r ,  A l e s s e r  f i g u r e  of t h e  cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group--Kuan Feng--took t h e  same l i n e  i n  
a  speech on 2 August. 



d e c l a r a t i o n  was followed by t h e  wildest .  period i n  r ecen t  
Chinese h is tory .*  The document--which appears i n  r e t r o -  
s p e c t  t o  have been w r i t t e n  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t o  j u s t i f y  both 
a  m i l i t a n t  course  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  $n t h e  s h o r t  run) and 
p e r i o d i c  retreats from it as t h e  campaign developed, 
and t h e  f i n a l  vers ion  of which was s a i d  by a p a r t y  secre- 
t a r y  l a t e r  a s  having been approved by Mao himself --is 
worth cons ider ing  i n  some- d e t a i l .  It remains t h e  b a s i c  
document on t h e  aonduct of t h e  " r e v ~ l u t i o n . ~  

The 8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
long-term aim was t o  change t h e  "moral outlook of t h e  
whole (Chinese) soc ie ty ,  and, . t o  . t h i s  end, . its tlpreiwntw 
aims were t o  br ing  down those  " in  au thor i ty  / in  t h e  par ty7  - 
who fo l low t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  roadn and t h e  "boui;geois reac- 
t ionary ' a u t h o r i t i e s  "' i n  t h e  aeademic commun&t$, t o  
c r  it i c u e  and repudia te  bourgeois ideology, and t o  

*In desc r ib ing  t h e  documents a s  "mainly m i l i t a n t ,  tt t h e  
present  writer, who d id  not  see t h e  document u n t i l  s evera l  
weeks a f t e r  t h e  f a c t  and some weeks a f t e r  t h e  Red Guards 
had been turned loose,  cannot be s u r e  t h a t  he would have 
descr ibed it t h i s  way a t  t h e  t i m e x t  is s u r e l y  t r u e ,  
even i n  h inds ight ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is nothing i n  t h e  declara-  
t i o n  which would permit any observer  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  Red 
Guards. Nevertheless,  an e f f o r t  has been made t o  read 
t h i s  document, l i k e  o t h e r s ,  as i f  one were reading it a t  
t h e  time of Its publ ica t ion ,  i n  o rde r  t o  get t h e  b e s t  
poss ib le  sense  of t h e  cons is tency o r  inconsistency of 
t h e  s i g n a l s  which Peking has been g iv ing its audience 
throughout t h e . " c u l t u r a l  revolut ionw;  t h i s  is important 
i n  o rde r  t o  judge whether c e r t a i n  cur ious  developments 
have r e f l e c t e d  disagreement among p a r t y  l eaders ,  t h e  
sending of f a l s e  s i g n a l s ,  o r  t h e  sending of c o r r e c t  
s i g n a l e  which have been misread. 



t ransform educat ion '  and t h e  arts. * "Revolutionary y o u ~ h s t ~  
w e  r e  presented as the "brave pat  h-breakersw i n  conducting 
t h e  revo lu t ion ,  with t h b i r  bfg-character  p o s t e r s  and 
ffvigorous debatestT-- youths who i n e v i t a b l y  .had "ce r t a in  
shortcomings" b u t  whose "main revo lu t ionary  d i r e c t i o n  
has been c o r r e c t  ." 

The d e c l a r a t i o n  conceded " f a i r l y  s t r o n g w  resist- 
ance t o  t h e  revo lu t ion ,  and Called f o r .  t h i s  t o  be a t tacked 
i n  !*a s p i r i t  of 'dar ing ,  'Iv a s p i r i t  which was t o  be "put 
above everyth ing else." As f o r  t h e  p a r t y  l eadersh ip  
be ing provided, ' t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  went on t o  c l a s s i f y  "party 
organiza t ionsw a t  a l l  l e v e l s  as (a) t h e  "daringw and t h u s  
"correc tw;  (b) t h e  conservat ive  and lagging;  (c) those  
who feared  exposure of themselves bu t  would be "excusedt9 

' 

if they accepted it; and (d) t h e  t r u e  bourgeois represen- 
t a t i v e s ,  "extremely a f r a i d ,  " who had t r i e d  t o  suppress 
t h e  revo lu t ion ;  those  of t h i s  l a t t e r  c l a s s  were t o  be 
dismissed from t h e i r  pos t s ,  although it was not c l e a r  
j u s t  when t h i s  w a a  t o  be done. 

After a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  '*should not  f e a r  
d i so rde r ,  tt invoking Mao himself f o r  t h e  p ropos i t  ion t h a t  
a revo lu t ion  "cannot be gentle ,Iv and c a l l i n g  upon t h e  
masses t o  "make t h e  f u l l e s t  use of big-character  p o s t e r s  
and g r e a t  debates ,  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  s t a t e d  i n  s t r o n g  
language tha* " a l l  f o r c e s  must be concentrated t o  s t r i k e  
a t  t h e  handful of u l t r a - r e a c t i s n a r y  bourgeois r i g h t i s t s  
and counter-revolut  ionary r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  " and, again, 
t h a t  t h e  "main t a r g e t  of the  p resen t  movementw was t o  
be those  " in  %he p a r t y  who fo l low t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road." 
The d e c l a r a t i o n  d id ,  however, ask t h a t  c a r e  be taken t o  
d i s t i n g u i s h  hard e a s e s  i n  t h e  par ty  from those  who had 
simply made e r r o r s , , a n d  "reac t ionaryu academics from 
ordinary  academics ,, and poin*ed ou t  t h a t  d ive r se  opinions 
among t h e  masses were t o  be expected, t h a t  reasoning and 

*fllis s p e l l s  out  Chou's formulat ion of 4 August--at- 
t r i b u t e d  t o  Mao--of "s t ruggl ing ,  c r i t i c i z i n g ,  and re- 
forming . " 



not f o r c e  should be used ( w i t h  t h e  "massestt), and t h a t  
minori ty views (among them) were t o  be t o l e r a t e d .  Mao 
himself was given c r e d i t ,  i n  wall-posters  seen i n  Sep- 
tember, f o r  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  phrase about reasoning ins tead  
of coercing.  

The d e c l a r a t i o n  then switched back t o  t h e  ques t ion  
of t h e  proper a t t i t u d e  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  p a r t  of pa r ty  
o f f i c i a l s )  toward r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  . It noted t h a t  "re- 
spons ible persons of c e r t a i n  schools ,  u n i t s  and work-seams 
have been launching counter-at tacks aga ins t  t h e  massesw 
(i .e. ,  had resisted a t t a c k s  by t h e  revo lu t ionar ies )  , even 
contending t h a t  "opposition t o  them E e l v e s 7  means opposi- 
t i o n  t o  t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  committee"; This  kxnd of discour-  
agement of r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  was s a i d  t o  be "absolutely 
impermissible.** It went on t o  warn both "ant t -par ty  ele- 
ments" and e r r i n g  o f f i c i a l s  agains t  desc r ib ing  elements 
of t h e  masses a s  wcounter-revoPutionar ies, and t o  warn 
i n  skrong terms a g a i n s t  i n c i t i n g  t h e  masses or s tuden t s  
t o  f i g h t  among themselves (although t h e r e  was t o  be much 
of t h i s  l a t e r )  , not ing  t h a t  "even proven r i g h t i s t s w  i n  
theee groups would be d e a l t  with a t  a l d e r  s t a g e  of t h e  
movement. 

The d e c l a r a t i o n  went on t o  c l a s s i f y  p a r t y  cadres  
i n  ca tegor ies  analogous t o  those  used t o  desc r ibe  t h e  
types  of l eadersh ip  being provided i n  t h e  revolut ion:  
t h e  good, t h e  comparat i v e l y  good (whose mistakes were 
smal l ) ,  t hose  who had made s e r i o u s  mistakes but  were 
not  an t i -pa r ty  r i g h t i s t s ,  and t h e  "small number" of 
an t i -pa r ty  r i g h t i s t s  who must be " f u l l y  exposedtt and 
"pulled down. It  In  an odd ambiguity, t h i s  paragraph 
went on t o  s a y  t h a t  even t h e s e  elements "should be given 
a way ou t  s o  t h a t  they  .can t u r n  over a new leafu--a 
passage which could be read ,  a s  a passage i n  Lin P i a o t s  
speech t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee plenum i n  t h e  same week 
could be read,  a s  promising even t h e s e  elements an op- 
por tun i ty  t o  reform and keep t h e i r  pos t s ,  but which seems 
i n  t h e  context  of o t h e r  pronouncements t o  have been o f f e r -  
ing  them l i t t l e  more than a chance t o  keep t h e i r  l i v e s ,  



The 8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  went on t o  inform t h e  
country  t h a t  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  groups, c u l t u r a l  revo- 
l u t i o n  committees, and c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  congresses1* 
had been found t o  be "excel lent  new forms of organiza- 
t i o n s  by which t h e  masses become educated under t h e  p a r t y ' s  
leadership"  ( i . e ,  f o r  t h e  conduct of t h e  purge and re- 
indoc t r ina t ion)  , "organs of power1* f o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  revo- 
l u t  ion,  intended a s  "long-term, permanent mass o rganha-  
t ions.  . s u i t  a b l e  f o r  schools  and government organizat ions" 
and a l s o  l sbas ica l ly  s u i t a b l e  f o r  f a c t o r y  and mining en te r -  
p r i s e s ,  neighborhoods, and t h e  c o ~ n t r y s i d e . ~ ~  The members 
of t h e s e  groups and committees, and de lega tes  t o  t h e i r  
congresses,  were t o  be e l e c t e d  l o c a l l y  (i.e., not simply 
appointed, l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  committees of April and May, 
and not-even worse--appointed by o u t s i d e r s  and s e n t  
down, l i k e  t h e  ,work-teams of June) ; it was f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  lqmasses may a t  any t i m e  c r i t i cbe"  t h e  members 
of t h e s e  groups, and t h a t  members found "unf itss could be 
replaced.  (This l a s t  provision,  for  criticism and replace-  
ment, was l a t e r  t o  g ive  a  handle t o  t h e  Red Guards i n  
a t t ack ing ,  i n t e r  a 1  i a ,  t h e  new c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groups 
of some of t h e  p rov inc ia l  and municipal p a r t y  committees .) * 

*The pa r ty  apparatus--presumably directed i n  t h i s  in- 
s t a n c e  by t h e  *'group i n  charge of  t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t i o n "  a t  t h e  p a r t y  center--moved quickly t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
new c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  co ittees and groups. 

t r a n s m i t s  t o  t h e  "war G T '  un tssl 
01 an Easr china  sh lpping company t h e  d i r e c t i v e  of t h e  
Shanghai p a r t y  committee t o  e s t a b l i s h  " c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t i o n  committees o r  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupsm i n  a l l  
u n i t s  which (a re  f a r  enough along t o )  have undergone 
s o c i a l i s t  education. The d i r e c t i v e  express ly  s t a t e s  
t h a t  the  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l i s t  educat ion teams "mas not  
undertake> r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  ( the  new) group l eaders ;  cul-  
t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groups personnel a r e  t o  be "re-examined 
o r  re-e lec ted  by t h e  masses.lt Again, " the campaign must 

c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  &roups.lf 
the  lfwork u n i t w  is t o  hold the  

t h e  new group--that is, t h e  group 
is t o  be a p a r t  of t h e  unit--"but t h e  important t h i n g  is 
t h e  ca r ry ing  out of pa r ty  po l i cy  and t h e  f i r m  implementa- 
t i o n  and execution of t h e  p a r t y ' s  mass l i n e  leadership."  
In  o the r  words, t h e  work u n i t  is t o  be very c a r e f u l  about 
t r y i n g  t o  exe rc i se  any "leadership1* over t h e  new group, 
and indeed had b e t t e r  s t a y  out  of t h e  way of t h e  new group, 
a s  t h e  pa r ty  c e n t e r  is very s e r i o u s  about this e f f o r t .  



Fur ther ,  t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  reviewed t h e  . 
t a s k  of t ransforming t h e  educat ional  system--that is, 
g e t t i n g  r i d  of t h e  domination of "bourgeois i n t e l l e c t -  
u a l s ,  " combining educat ion with l abor ,  shor tening and 
s impl i fy ing  t h e  courses ,  and s o  on.* It went on t o  
speak of t h e  quest  ion  of cr it i c i z  ing t h e  "bourgeois 

, ' a u t h o r i t i e s 9 "  (of t h e  academy and of t h e  par ty)  by 
name i n  t h e  p ress .  This  a c t i o n x t  s a i d ,  should f i r s t  
b e d i s c u s s e d  by p a r t y  committees of those  l e v e l s  and 
i n  some c a s e s  c l e a r e d  by h igher  p a r t y  l e v e l s .  

The dec la ra t ion ,  a f t e r  s t e e r i n g  t h e  revolut ion-  
a r i e s  away from s c i e n t i s t s  and t echn ic ians ,  discussed 
" l ink ing  up" t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  with t h e  v s o c i a l i s t '  
educat ionw movement i n  urban e n t e r p r i s e s  and r u m  1 areas .  
Where t h e  s o c i a l i s t  educat ion movement--a less sharply- 
focused and l e s s  ambitious campaign--was proceeding 
smoothly, it s a i d ,  it should not be d i s tu rbed .  However, 
s u i t a b l e  occasions could be found f o r  wdiscussing" ques- 
t ions r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion ,  and i n  some 
p l a c e s . t h e  l a t t e r  could be used t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  o the r  
campaign, i f  t h e  l o c a l  pa r ty  committees approved. 

The dec la ra t ion  noted b r i e f l y  t h a t  it ought t o  be 
poss ib le  t o  c a r r y  out  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t  i o n t 9 i t h o u t  
i n t e r f e r i n g  with production, and t h a t  bo th  s o c i a l i s t  
educat ion and t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  i n  t h e  PLA were t o  
be c a r r i e d  on i n  accordance with d i r e c t i o n s  from t h e  M i l i -  
t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee and t h e  PLA General P o l i t i c a l  De- 
partment--i. e . ,  not by e i t h e r  t h e  conventional pa r ty  ap- 
pa ra tus  o r  t h e  new ext raordinary  c u l t u r a l  revolut ion  

*New vlolence  on t h e  campus was l a t e r  repor ted  t o  have 
erupted on t h i s  same day, 8 August, In  t h i s  inc iden t ,  
a t  Lanchow, s t u d e n t s  a t  an i n d u s t r i a l  co l l ege  t h e r e  beat  
up a number of o the r  s tuden t s  i n  t h e  presence of t h e  
po l i ce ,  who did not i n t e r f e r e .  This  was not  "Red Guard" 
a c t i v i t y  , but  a c t  ion by %evolut ionary s tudents"  who 
were apparent ly not organized or  i n  any case  not organized 
t o  t h a t  degree.  

\ 



appa ra tus .  The d e c l a r a t i o n  concluded by waving t he  ban- 
ne r  of Maots "thought" and l i s t i n g  s p e c i f i c  works of 
Maols as b a s i c  documents f o r  p a r t y  committees t o  s tudy .  . 

In  sum, t h e  m i l i t a n t  e lements  are t h e  more impres- 
s ive- - the  c a l l  f o r  "daring" t o  be "put above eve ry th ing  
else, t h e  r a t i n g  of p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  by degrees  of 
"dar ing ,"  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  not  t o  f e a r  ' ' d i ~ o r d e r , ' ~  t h e  
i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  " a l l  forces must be concent ra ted  t o  
s t r i k e f 1  a t  t h e  r i g h t i s t s  and r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  t h e  s p e c i f i -  
c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  "main t a r g e t "  was t h a t  of p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  
t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  s p e c i f y  t h a t  f o r c e  should  n m  used 
a g a i n s t  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  warning t o  p a r t y  and govern- 
ment o f f i c i a l s  n o t  t o  resist, and t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  r i g h t i s t s  were t o  be "pul led  down." I n  o t h e r  words, 
t h e  Red Guards who were t o  a t t a c k  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  i n  
l a t e  August and subsequent ly  were c o r r e c t l y  r ead ing  t h e  
8 August d e c l a r a t i o n .  Mao was i n c i t i n g  t h e  r evo lu t ion -  
a r y  young a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus ,  and, moreover, 
wi thout  g i v i n g  them any clear c r i t e r i o n  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h -  
ingT=ween t h o s e  l o y a l  t o  Mao's thought and t h e  d i s l o y a l  
who were t o  be "exposed1? and "pul led down." 

I Pne cau t iona ry  elements  i n  t h e  
' aec la raz   on reflected t h e  views of oppos i t i on  elements  
i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  underway i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee plenum 
a t  t h e  t i m e .  )]fails t o  s p e c i f y  which elements  
of t h e  oppos i t  on; o r  example, it seems a m n t  t h a t  
t h e  composers of t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  d i d  not  i n s e r t  t h e s e  
e lements  i n  order t o  c o n c i l i a t e  Liu  Shao-chi and Teng 
Hsiao-ping, who were brought down a t  t h e  plenum; and it 
is hard t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  were i n s e r t e d  a g a i n s t  Mao's 
w i l l  i n  o r d e r  t o  p l e a s e  Chou En-lai  and a group of lesser 
f i g u r e s  who were t o  emerge from t h e  plenum a s  members of 
t h e  new i n n e r  c i r c l e ,  i.e. people  who emerged i n  high 
favor  wi th  Uao. It seems p r e t t y  clear t h a t  t h e s e  cau- 
t i o n a r y  elements  were i n  t h e  document because t h e  dominant 
f  igures--Ma0 and Lin--wanted them i n ,  because Mao and L in  
envisaged a campaign--11 o t h e r  campaigns--which 
would s p a r e  some people and would have pe r iods  of remis- 
s i o n .  



The f i r s t  commentary on t h e  8 August dec lara t ion-  
by Red Flag, broadcast  on 10 August--described it a s  t h e  
l ' p r E i ~ d o c u m e n t v  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolut ion-  and a s  
t h e  r e s u l t  of a l l s c i e n t i f i c  summary..,made under t h e  
personal  superv i s ion  of Comrade Mao Tse-tung . It re i t e r -  
a t e d  t h e  aims of t h e  revo lu t ion  and, the presence of 
l l r e l a t  i v e l y  s t r o n g  and p e r s i s t e n t n  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  it, and 
emphasized t h e  need for "daringw leadersh ip  and f o r  turn-  
i n g  t h e  masses loose  r a t h e r  than  prepar ing  a s c r i p t  f o r  
them. It  s p e l l e d  ou t  t h e  po in t  t h a t  

Experiences have ind ica ted  t h a t  each 
u n i t  must c a r r y  ou t  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
work by *relying: on its own masses and should 
not  depend on arrangements by upper-level 
organs. Under genera l  condi t ions ,  each I 

u n i t  should c a r r y  out  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
work without t h e  h e l p  of work-teams dis-  
patched by upper-level organs. 

However, persons would sometimes be "assigned by upper- 
l e v e l  organs t o  contac t  t h e  massesH--presumably, d i r e c t l y  
assigned by Chen Po- ta t s  llgroup" i n  Peking--and t h e s e  
persons were not  t o  a c t  a s  " ' specia l  envoys'" o r  rush  
t o  make a determinat ion but  must be s u i t a b l y  humble be- 
f o r e  t h e  masses. Red Flag echoed t h e  8 August dec lara-  
t i o n  i n  a s s e r t i n g  that- e f f o r t  now should "concentraf;a 
on those  persons i n  a u t h o r i t y  wi th in  t h e  p a r t y  who have 
t aken  t h e  pa th  of cap i t a l i smw;  and it s p e l l e d  ou t  t h e  
p o i n t  i n  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  about c r i t i c i s m  of o f f i c i a l s  'by 
name. The names of "middle of t h e  road elementsrt ( those 
still regarded as redeemable), t h e  p a r t y  journal  s a i d ,  
"may be mentioned i n  big-character  p o s t e r s  issued by t h e i r  
own u n i t s , "  but  "so long as their names are not  openly 
published i n  newspapers11--which would r e q u i r e  o f f  i o i a l  
approval--and "they a r e  allowed i n  the meantime t o  i s s u e -  
b ig-charac ter  p o s t e r s  t o  defend t h e m s e l ~ e s , ' ~  they  need 
not  regard  themselves a s  condemned.* 

*In  po in t  of f a c t ,  t h e  most important p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
whd had f a l l e n  had not been i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  newspapers, 
but lower-level o f f i c i a l s  had been. 



A t  t h e  time t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  was publ i shed ,  
a c e n t r a l  committee "plenumn--with perhaps no more t h a n  
h a l f  of t h e  members a c t u a l l y  attending--had been i n  ses- 
s i o n  f o r  a week, and was t o  con t inue  u n t i l  1 2  August. 
It was apparen t  from developments i n  t h e  week fo l lowing  
12 August-the i s suance  of a .communique on 13 August, t h e  
s u r f  ac ing  of a new rank ing  of Chinese Communist l e a d e r s ,  
a n d ' t h e  emergence of  t h e  Red Guards--that t h e  plenum had 
s e e n  t h e  formal  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of Mao's new team and had 
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  f u t u r e  cou r se  of t h e  * l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  

The t o n e  of t h e  communique, and t h e  r a d i c a l  changes 
made i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  r a i s e d  t h e  ques t ion  of whether 
t h e r e  had been a showdown i n  t h e  plenum on p o l i c i e s  f o r  
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  " a showdown which t h e  m i l i t  ants--  
Mao and Lin  and t h e i r  supporters--had wan. For some 
months a f t e r  t h e  plenum, t h e r e  were on ly  two p i e c e s  of 
t es t imony on t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  One was 
of Chou En- l a i ' s  remarks t o  a group dx v i s i t o r s  i n  e a r l y  
September, t o  t h e  effect  t h a t  t h e  plenum had decided by 
m a j o r i t y  vo te  t o  endorse  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  ( i . e .  
t o  approve Mao's f u r t h e r  p l a n s  f o r  i t )  and t h a t  hence- 
f o r t h  arguments a g a i n s t  the m a j o r i t y  op in ion  would n o t  
b e  pe rwi t t ed  and t h e  minor i ty  must a b s o l u t e l y  c a r r y  o u t  . 
t h e  d e c i s i o n s  of t h e  m a j o r i t y ;  Chou was s a i d  t o  have 
observed d r y l y  t h a t  of cou r se  t hose  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  would 
hence fo r th  be p l a y i n g  more prominent r o l e s  t h a n  t h o s e  
i n  t h e  minor i ty ,  and t o  have implied t h a t  L iu  Shao-chi 
and Teng Hsiao-ping were among t h e  minor i ty .  A l l  of  t h i s  
seemed, and still seems, c r e d i b l e .  It would be u n l i k e l y  
a p r i o r i  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  Chinese l e a d e r s  would ag ree  w i t h  
t h e  concepts  of t h o s e  who were dominating t h e  campaign, 
and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  it would seem most u n l i k e l y  t h a t  Liu 
and Teng would f i n d  a c c e p t a b l e  t h e  displacement  of t h e  
convent iona l  p a r t y  appa ra tus  by e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p a r t y  and 
e x t r a p a r t y  bodies  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  a new team--that 
is, t h e  w c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion"  committees and t h e  "Red 
Guardsw which were then  be ing  organized and were soon t o  
emerge--especially t h e  p l a n s  f o r  a t t a c k s  on t h e  appara tus  
by t h e  Red Guards. It is a l s o  no t  i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  L iu  
and Teng expressed t h i s  oppos i t i on  o p e n l y ' a t  t h e  plenum; 
t h e y  would be i n  e f f e c t  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  prof  e s s i o q a l  
l i f e ,  and would have l i t t l e  o r  no th ing  more t o  l o s e  from 



openly exp res s ing  t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t h a n  from q u i e t l y  
acqu ie sc ing  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e i r  base  of power. 
But it is simply n o t  known whether Liu  and Teng d i d  
openly exp res s  it, o r  ins tead- - in  defending themselves  
a g a i n s t  charges--gave some appearance of r e s i s t a n c e  
which was t aken  a s  open o p p o s i t i o n  because Mao had 
a l r e a d y  decided t o  break  them. 

A Japanese j o u r n a l i s t  c la ims  t o  have been t o l d  
t h a t  Ma0 and Lin  were t h e  ones  i n  a minor i ty  a t  t h i s  
plenum. Th i s  s o u r c e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards i n  , 

Peking were " h u r r i e d l y  mobil izedn by t h e  "mainstream 
l eade r s "  (Mao's new team) t o  coerce  Mao's opponents i n  
t h e  plenum, and t h a t  t h e  presence  of t t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s w  (presumably inc lud ing  Red Guards) 
d u r i n g  some p a r t  of t h e  plenum--reported by t h e  communi- 
que i t s e l f - -was  f o r  t h e  purpose of f o r c i n g  a fqvorab le  
v o t e ,  j u s t  a s  t r o o p s  might be b r o u g n u p Z o  sur round t h e  
meet ing-room. Although many obse rve r s  'found t h i s  t es t  i- 
mony credible--presumably on t h e  reasoning  t h a t  Maols 
p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  cou r se  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  were s o  
extreme t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  of any group would be opposed t o  - 

*There is fragmentary b u t  t a n t a l i z i n g  ev idence  t h a t  
L iu  ( i f  no t  Teng) went f u r t h e r  t h a n  s imply  t o  s ta te  h i s  
oppos i t i on ,  t h a t  he may i n  f a c t  have a l r e a d y  t r i e d  t o  
d i s r u p t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Red Guards i n  e a r l y  August. 
A p o s t e r  s e e n  by a cor respondent  i n  mid-October accused 
L i  Hsueh-feng, head of  t h e  newly-appointed ( i n  l a t e  May) 
Peking committee of t h e  p a r t y  which had been p u b l i c l y  
ass igned  h a l f  of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l  i t y  f o r  t h e  f l m i s t  akesv  
of t h e  work-teams, of having c a r r i e d  o u t  "oppression of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o p e r a t i o n a l  u n i t s , "  and a l s o  demanded an 
e x p l a n a t i o n  of L i ' s  a c t i o n  i n  c a l l i n g  a meet ing a t  a 
Peking i n s t i t u t e  on 2 August and i n v i t i n g  L i u  t o  t h e  
meet ing;  t h e  p o s t e r  asked why it was neces sa ry  t o  i n v i t e  
L iu ,  and what had L i  r e p o r t e d  t o  L iu .  Another obse rve r ,  
n o t i c i n g  t h e  co inc idence  of  t h e  d a t e s ,  had sugges t ed  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of a c t i o n  by Lfu and o t h e r s  on t h i s  second 
day of  t h e  plenum t o  head o f f  bo th  t h e  appearance of  t h e  
Red Guards a t  t h e  plenum and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  
Red Guards a s  a movement. 



them--the role a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Red Guards seemed over-.  
s t a t e d :  i f  it were s imply  a m a t t e r  of p h y s i c a l  f o r c e ,  
Mao and L i n  appeared a l r eady  t o  have c o n t r o l  of t h e  
or thodox c o e r c i v e  apparatus-- the PLA and t h e  s e c u r i t y  
f o r c e s  ( a p a r t  from some suspec t  u n i t s )  ; i f  t h o  Red Guards 
played any c o e r c i v e  r o l e  a t  t h e  plenum, it would seem 
t o  have been i n  t h o  sense  of be ing  pu t  on d i s p l a y  by 
the dominant l e a d p r s ,  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of both expressed  
(minori ty)  and l a t e n t  ( l a r g e r )  o p p o s i t i o n ,  a s  a v e h i c l e  
which could '  be used a g a i n s t  opponents w i t h i n  t h e  terms 
of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revolution"*--that  is, wi thout  t u r n i n g  
t h e  PLA l o o s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus .  

Some obse rve r s  have a t t a c h e d  importance t o  an  odd 
circumstance i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of Maols v i s i t  on t h e  eve- 

/ n i ng  of 10 August t o  a " recept ion  c e n t e r t *  i n  Peking main- 
t a i n e d  n e a r  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee headqua r t e r s  f o r  "revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  people  ." On 10 August NCNA t r a n s m i t t e d  an ac- 
count of t h e  v i s i t  which was presumably t o  appear  i n  t h e  
11 August People 's Dai ly ;  however, t h e  first e d i t i o n  of 
t h e  newspaper on t h m  was withdrawn, and t h e  paper  
appeared l a t e r  i n  t h e  day wi th  no s t o r y  about Mao. On 
t h e  same day, NCNA c a r r i e d  an account similar t o  its 10 
August t r ansmis s ion  but  r e v e r s i n g  a r e f e r e n c e  which i n  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n  had named t h e  c e n t r a l  committee ahead 

*There is a sense ,  of course ,  i n  which Mao and Lin, 
have been and remain i n  a minor i ty ,  indeed a minor i ty  
of two--the ful ly-developed r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  whose h e a r t s  
a r e  pure ,  and who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  t h e  rest of t h e  
p a r t y ,  government, and army, i n  f a c t  t h e  e n t i r e  count ry ,  
t o  t h a t  p i t c h  of p e r f e c t i o n .  What is a t  i s s u e ,  he re ,  
however, is whether Mao has  been i n  a minor i ty  on a v o t e ,  
or i n  terms of expressed  opin ion;  and t h i s  seems v e r y  
doub t fu l .  Maols problem has  no t  been t h a t  of dominating 
decision-making bodies ,  bu t  r a t h e r  t h a t  of g e t t i n g  h i s  
d e c i s i o n s  implemented by much o r  most of t h e  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s ,  mudh of t h e  governmental appa ra tus ,  and perhaps 
even much of t h e  mi - l i t a ry  appara tus .  



of Mao i n  r e c e i v i n g  e x p r e s s i o n s  of r e g a r d  from t h e  masses. 
It was l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  newspaper's o r i g i n a l  ver-  
s i o n  included a  remark from Mao t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  was l o s i n g  
touch  wi th  t h e  masses (obviously h i s  t r u e  f e e l i n g ,  and 
t h o  r o o t  of t h e  changes he had made, b u t  something t h a t  
could no t  be s t a t e d  p u b l i c l y  i n  j u s t  t h a t  way). And a  
Japanese v i s i t o r  t o  China has  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  Mao was , 

"brought out"  on t h i s  occas ion  by t h e  '*new mainstream 
f a c t i o n t 1  ( t he  i m p l i c a t i o n  be ing  t h a t  Pdao was t h e i r  pup- 
p e t ) ,  and t h a t  " the Liu  f a c t i o n "  ( t h e  new o u t s i d e r s )  re- 
c a l l e d  t h e  i s s u e  of Peop le ' s  Dai ly  which r e p o r t e d  t h i s  
(only t o  be r eve r sed  and suppEZ%Gd t h e  next d a y ) ,  It 
seems unnecessary t o  r each  ve ry  f a r  f o r  an exp lana t ion  
of t h e  withdrawal.  There  seems a s u f f i c i e n t  exp lana t  ion  
e i t h e r  i n  t h e  r e p o r t e d  remark about  t h e  masses, a s  d ip lo-  
mats i n  Peking b e l i e v e ,  o r  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
t h e  two t e x t s .  The second t e x t  is h a r d l y  l G s s  i d o l a t r o u s  
t h a n  t h e  f i r s t  (both accounts  a r e  l u d i c r o u s ,  l i k e  t h e  
accounts  of Mao's swim) and even i n c r e a s e  t h e  numbers of 
t h o s e  around Mao t o  " t ens  of thousandsw and has  t h e  crowd 
e x p r e s i ~ i n g  its "best loveu  f o r  Mao i n s t e a d  of t h e  e a r l i e r  
"warm f e e l i n g s " ;  bu t  t h e  second t e x t  a t  a dozen p o i n t s  
is a smoother and b e t t e r  job.  It is n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
t h e  propaganda appa ra tus - -pa r t i cu l a r ly  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of 
what had j u s t  happened t o  t h e  o l d  propaganda apparatus--  
should t a k e  p a i n s  t o  g e t  a s t o r y  about Mao ' r i g h t . '  

Months l a t e r  t h e r e  came t o  hand a  major document, 
an account of L i n  P i a o ' s  speech a t  t h e  plenum, which 
provided much i n s i g h t  i n t o  developments a t  t h e  plenum 
and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among Chinese Communist l e a d e r s  
r evea l ed  t h e r e .  The g e n e r a l l y  c r e d i b l e  account ,  from 
wa l l -pos t e r s  appa ren t ly  prepared by " r evo lu t iona ry  s t u -  
dents1! p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  plenum, s u p p o r t s  Chou E n - l a i t s  
v e r s i o n  of e v e n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Japanese j o u r n a l i s t  ' s  . 
That is, L in  throughout  appears  t o  be speaking  l i k e  a 
man uni ted  wi th  Kao i n  a socuse  m a j o r i t y  of expressed  
opin ion ,  one vh ich  could  do what it wished w i t h  opponents 
in t h e  plenuin, and not  a t  a l l  like t h e  spokesman f o r  a Y a c -  
t i o n , "  I n  t h i s  speech  he is speaking  f o r  Mad, informing the 



c e n t r a l  committee of t h e  program which he a s  Mao's first 
l i e u t e n a n t  in tends  t o  c a r r y  out  f o r  Mao, and de f in ing  f o r  
t h e  c e n t r a l  committee h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with b4ao.*. 

L i n v s  speech a s  repor ted  shows him t o  i d e n t i f y  him- 
self completely with Mao, and t o  t h i n k  i n  t h e  same s i m -  
l i s t ic  terms,  wi th  t h e  same v i s ionary  long-range goals .  
In t h e  speech he begins by c l a s s i f y i n g  people i n t o  '*two 
kindstt  down t h e  l i n e :  those  who eager ly  s tudy  Mao's 
thought ,  and those  who do not [he s p e c i f i e s  Lu Ting-i and 
h i s  itgangtt) ; those  who a t t a c h  g r e a t  importance t o  (i.e .. 
a r e  obsessed by) pol it i c a l -  ideo log ica l  work, and those  
who ignore ,it o r  even i n t e r f e r e  with it (he f a i l s  t o  
s p e c i f y  Lo Jui-ching);  those  who a r e  e n e r g e t i c  and make 
achievements (e.g. put up l o t s  of b ig-charac ter  pos te r s ) ,  
even though they  offend people and a r e  a t t acked ,  and 
those  who are i n a c t i v e  and c o n c i l i a t o r y  (e .g. pa t  up 
few p o s t e r s ) .  Thus, he goes on, . the  p a r t y  must be re-  
organized according t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  governing t h e  cul-  
t i v a t i o n  of r evo lu t ionary  successors  s t a t e d  by Chairman 
Mao ( i n .  t h e  mid-1964 a r t  iclem on ttKhrushchevts Phoney 
Communism"), and "we"--referring perhaps t o  t h e  poJ i tburo  
s t and ing  committee--have proposed, and Mao has agreed, 
t o  d ismiss  from t h e i r  pos t s  those  who oppose Maols thought,  
those  who resist p o l i t  i ca l - ideo log ica l  work, and those  
who l a c k  revo lu t ionary  z e a l .  Fur ther ,  he says ,  "wett a r e  
now going t o  d ismiss  a number of people,  promote a number, 
and keep a number i n  t h e i r  pos ts .  Those who make mistakes, 

*This l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  speech a t  f i r s t  seemed hard 
t o  accept a t  f a c e  value,  not  because of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
def ined i n  it but because it seemed inappropr ia te  f o r  
Lin r a t h e r  than  Mao t o  de f ine  it, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  Mao were 
present .  Anbther observer has removed t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y ,  
contending c r e d i b l y  t h a t  Mao almost c e r t a i n l y  had defined 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  i n  a b r i e f  e a r l i e r  speech, m w n g  c l e a r  
t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee t h a t  Lin w a s  now h i s  designated 
successor  and would be speaking f o r  him henceforth,  and 
t h a t  Mao may w e l l  have been absent from some sess ions  
of t h e  plenum. 



even s e r i o u s  mistakes,  w i l l  be given a chance t o  be t e s t e d  
i n  f u t u r e  work, provided t h a t  they  accept  educat ion and 
t r u l y  repen t ;  but  t h e  i n c o r r i g i b l e  must be dismissed. 
(This was e x a c t l y  t h e  l i n e  taken i n  t h e  8 August declara-  
t i o n ,  and wi th  t h e  same ambiguity a s  t o  just when t h e  
hard c a s e s  were t o  be dismissed.) Unless t h i s  done, 
Lin  continues,  t h e  vstalematen w i l l . n o t  be broken, a s  
such people w i l l  c a r r y  out  subversive a c t i v i t y  ''once 
trouble f l a r e s  up." (The re fe rence  t o  %talemate'* ap- 
pea r s  i n  t h e  context  t o  mean a l o s s  of momentum i n  t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v ~ l u t i o n , ~ '  which was a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  a trough, 
r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  des igna te  a s i t u a t i o n  of "stalematew 
between or among contending f a c t i o n s  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  
p a r t y  prevent ing  any f u r t h e r  ac t ion . )  

In  h i s  speech as repor ted ,  Lin goes on t o  def ine  
h i s  own r o l e .  In t h e  bes t  Chinese s t y l e ,  he speaks of 
his t a l e n t s  a s  unequal t o  his t a s k ,  03 t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  he w i l l  make s e r i o u s  mistakes or even f a i l ,  and of 
t h e  need t o  r e l y  on Mao, t h e  s t and ing  committee, and t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group. He i n s i s t s  on t h e  need t o  do 
everyth ing according t o  Mao's thought,  and implies  s t r o n g l y  
t h a t  one group i n  t h e  party--one would t h i n k ,  Liu and 
Teng and others-had been a c t i n g  con t ra ry  t o  Mao's known 
w i l l  : 

There cannot be two p o l i c i e s  o r  
two command headquarters .  N o  wishful  
t h i n k i n g  can rep lace  t h e  th ink ing  of 
t h e  Chairman, and w e  cannot s t a g e  
a r i v a l  drama i n  competi t ion w i t h  t h e  
Chairman. We want monism. . . 
Lin goes on t o  de f ine  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Mao. 

He says  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  "many ideas  we do not  understand, 
t h a t  "wew must c a r r y  out Mao's d i r e c t i v e s ,  t h a t  he asks 
Mao f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on everyth ing and does everything 
according t o  his orders ,  t h a t  he does no t  " i n t e r f e r e t t  
with Mao on major mat ters  and does not  t r o u b l e  him wi th  
minor ma t te r s ,  hnd t h a t  sometimes he does not understand 
what Mao wants and t h e r e f o r e  makes mistakes. He gobs 
on t o  d e s c r i b e  Mao a s  t h e  "genius of t h e  world revolu- 
t ion ,  t o  speak of t h e  "wide gulf  between him and us, " 



t o  r e i t e r a t e  a modest assessment of h i s  own t a l e n t s ,  b u t  
t o  s t a t e  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  accep t  t h e  "decis ion" of Mao 
and t h e  c e n t r a l  committee.* 

I n  h i s  speech as r e p o r t e d ,  L in  then  speaks  d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  o t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group" p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  plenum. 
He speaks  of t h e  movement a s  having begun wi th  v i g o r ,  b u t  
t h e n  having "cold water  poured on i t f t - -an obvious refer- 
ence t o  t h e  i n t e r v a l  dominated' by t h e  work-teams. Mao 
h imse l f ,  L in  goes op, ' ' reversed t h e  s i t u a t  ionu--meaning, 
presumably, c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  withdrawal  of t h e  work-teams 
and t h e i r  replacement  by c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  gropps.  H e  
rei terates t h e  ab id ing  aim of  t r ans fo rming  men, t h e  
e x p e c t a t i o n  of numerous s t r u g g l e s  and r e v e r s a l s ,  and t h e  
neces sa ry  p rog res s  through many s t a g e s  t o  ach ieve  bo th  
s p i r i t u a l  and m a t e r i a l  ends.  He p r a i s e s  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  groupn and a g a i n  c r i t i c i z e s  its 
p recedesso r s  ( implying an i n t e n t i o n  t o  s t i c k  t h e  pa r ty -  
machine l e a d e r s ,  demoted a t  t h e  plenum, with  t h e  respon- 
s i b i l i t y ) ,  and concludes  r e sound ing ly  t h a t  Mao's thoughts  
a r e  t h e  p e a r l s  among t h e  f i sh -eyes .  

The 13 August communique of  t h e  plenum was less 
informat ive  t h a n  t h e  above account of L i n t s  speech ,  a l -  
though c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  it. It noted t h e  plenum's l r f u l l w  

-. 
*The l ldecis ionl '  waE presumably t h a t  of naming Lin  t h e  

p a r t $ ' s  on ly  vice-chairman and t h u s  d e s i g n a t i n g  him t h e  
succes so r .  I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s e l f - d e p r e c a t i n g  fo rmula t ions ,  
s e v e r a l  o b s e r v e r s  have noted t h a t  L i n  could  be expec ted  
t o  speak  i n  t h i s  Chinese way no m a t t e r  what t h e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  between Mao and h imse l f ,  and some have read  t h e  speech  
as a c r a f t y  and c y n i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of manipula t ion  of 
Mao by Lin:  ' ' I  handle  t h e  minor m a t t e r s  and I s e e  t h a t  
no major m a t t e r s  come up.' The o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i q n - - t h a t  
L in  is d e s c r i b i n g  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  frankly--gives  a more 
c r e d i b l e  p i c t u r e :  of L i n  i n  awe of Mao, conscious of 
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of h i s  new r o l e ,  and t r y i n g  t o  do what 
Mao wants bu t  no t  always be ing  a b l e  t o ,  because f o r  one 
t h i n g  Mao does no t  always make it c l e a r  and f o r  ano the r  
changes h i s  mind, s o  t h a t  L in  has  t o  accep t  t h e  respon- 
s i b i l i t y  f o r  l l m i s t  akes . " 



approval of a "series of b r i l l i a n t  p o l i c i e s . , , p u t  forward 
by Corm'ade Maotl s i n c e  1962, mainly r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion ,  and described t h e s e  as an "important develop- 
ment of Marxism-Leninism." Like t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n ,  
it emphasized t h e  need f o r  "daringn i n  t h e  conduct of t h e  
revolut ion ,  and s a i d  f l a t l y : ,  "Don't be a f r a i d  of d isorder ."  
It r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  masses were t o  be turned loose ,  
not  "b l indlyn ordered about,  and called f o r  support  of 
t h e  " revolut ionary  l e f t .  And it included p r a i s e  of t h e  
" b r i l l i a n t  examplev set by Lin Piao  and t h e  PLA i n  t h e  
s tudy of Maots thought.* 

On 16 August, Chen Po-ta, always regarded as. 'a 
spokesman f o r  Mao, spoke t o  a mass meeting of s t u d e n t s  
i n  Peking. Although t h e  Red Guards had still not appeared 
on t h e  pub l i c  scene,  Chenls speech, not  published u n t i l  
t h e  Red Guards had been sux!faced, was i n  e f f e a t  t h e  first 
of a series of in terv iews given t h e  R e d  Guards by o f f i c e r s  
of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupt1 and by Chou En-lai ,  
in terv iews i n  which groups of Red Guards were given ' 

a few genera l  d i r e c t i v e s .  Chen's d i r e c t i v e  was very 
genera l  i n  t h i s  case.  Implying an expecta t  ion  ( l i k e  Lin 
P iao  a t  t h e  plenum) of cons iderable  r e s i s t a n c e ,  he c a l l e d  
on t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  "smash a l l  kinds of monsters," spoke 
of t h e  va lue  t o  them of pass ing  through "storms and hard- . 
ship"  and t h e  "big revolut ionary  furnace,"  and a s s e r t e d  

*In commenting on t he  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  before  t h e  
communique appeared, People 's  Daily on 11 and 13 August, 
and t h e  L ibe ra t ion  Army Daily on August, d i f f e r e d  i n  
t h e i r  emphases. T h w r m w s p a p e r  d id  not  emphasize 
da r ing  and d id  emphasize "moral f o r c e  ins tead  of phys ica l  
force , l t  while  t h e  PLA paper c a l l e d  f o r  _'jabsolute r e l i a n c e  
on t h e  l e f t  f a c t  ion  of t h e  revolut ion .  There was and . 
continued t o  be specu la t ion ,  given some support  i n  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  of emphasis i n  t h e  speeches of t h e  two lead-  
ers, t h a t  t h e  former spoke f o r  Chou En-lai  and o t h e r  
poss ib le  "moderates," and t h e  l a t t e r  f o r  Lia  P iao  (repre-  
s e n t  ing  Mao) and o the r  apparent "mi l i t an t s .  



t h a t  t h e i r  l a c k  of f e a r  was "very correct!!!" (The t r i p l e  
emphasis is in t h e  Chinese account.) He c a l l e d  upon them 
t o  "immerseu themselves i n  t h e  masses and, t o  s tudy  "Paots" 
program f o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion .  He concluded t h a t  
i n  making a revo lu t ion ,  "it is necessary t o  r e l y  on our- 
se lves ."  ("Revolutionary s tudents"  and Red Guard6 were 
later t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  l eadersh ip  had t o l d  them 

. t h a t  they  were t h e  - only f o r c e s  t h a t  t h e  revo lu t ion  could. 
rely on.) 

As of mid-August, then ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  seemed f a i r l y  
clear. A m i l i t a n t  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  would continue,  
and would now t u r n  t o  t h e  p a r t y  apparatus ac ross  t h e  
board, led by t h e  "group i n  charge of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revo- 
l u t i o n f q  and its subordinate  bodies,  and making much use 
of " revolut ionary  s tudents ."  It w a s  not  a t  a l l  apparent ,  
however, t h a t  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  were t o  be organized as ' 

uniformed "Red Guardsw and encouraged t o  throw China i n t a  
t h e  worst d i s o r d e r  In t h e  17 years  of t h e  Peking regime. 

Mid-August t o  Mid-September: The Unleashing of t h e  Red 
Guards 

The Red Guards made t h e i r  f i r s t  pub l i c  appearance 
on 18 August a t  a mi l l ion-s t rong r a l l y  i n  Peking, a r a l l y  
which fea tu red  an appearance by Mao Tse-tung i n  army uni- 
form, speeches by Lin Piao  and Chou En-lai,  and a new 
l ine-up of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  which displayed Mao 's l*close 
comradelt Lin  as  Mao9s anointed successor  ., * 

Before cons ider ing  t h i s  new f a c t o r  of t h e  "Red 
Guards, " t h e  l i t t l e  a v a i l a b l e  information on t h e i r  

~ r ~ i i s l y ,  P e f i g  does not g i v e  Mao c r e d i t  for 
creating t h e  Red Guards--only f o r  recogniz ing  t h e i r  
va lue  when he wdiscoveredw t h e i r  ex i s t ence .  



antecedents  may be summarized.* A Red Guard who was in- 
terviewed i n  September s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been t l ta lk l l  
about forming t h e  Red Guards a s  e a r l y  l a t e  Mag, and 
t h a t  a detachment was f i r s t  organized a t  t h e  middle-school 
a t tached t o  Tsinghua u n i v e r s i t y  i n  Peking. Red Guards 
interviewed i n  Peking i n  October s a i d  t h e  same th ing ,  
spe,cifying 29 May a s  t h e  d a t e  of organiz ing  and haming 
t h e  group a t  Tsinghua. Peking itself a t  t h e  same t i m e  
o f fe red  t h e  same s t o r y ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
unit--now opera t ing  a s  t h e  "Red Guard Unit of t h e  Peking 
Mi l i t an t  School of Red Guardsw--was "among t h e  pioneersw 
and was organized i n  May. Some degree of confirmation 
is a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  from wall-posters  published i n  Red Flag,  
p o s t e r s  w r i t t e n  by t h e  Red Guard u n i t  a t  T s i n g h u a X i c h  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it had been i n  ex i s t ence  t h e r e  a t  l e a s t  s i n c e  
24 June. Fur ther ,  
at  a crit ical meet FB on o r   DOU US JU dune, wnen 
one o r  more of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  "group i n  
charge of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolut ion"  backed t h e  l t revolut ion-  
a r y  s tuden t sM and brought down t h e  work-team s e n t  i n  
e a r l y  June, thousands of school-chi ldren were brought i n  
t o  demonsOrate aga ins t  t h e  work-team; although t h e r e  is 
no r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  were uniformed, t h i s  method 
of opera t ion  was t o  be t h a t  of t h e  Red Guards. 

, Obviously some t i m e  was requi red  f o r  t h e  organiza- 
t i o n  and o u t f i t t i n g  of t h e  Red Guards before  t h e i r  massive 

*The R e d  Guards came a s  a complete s u r p r i s e  t o  observ- 
ers of t h e  Chinese scene .  Although s e v e r a l  observers  had 
2i c r e d i t a b l e  record . i n  f o r e c a s t i n g  many or  most ' (but i n  
no case  a l l )  of t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  developments--1.e. t h e  
p a r t y  purge, t h e  ex tens ion  of t h e  purge t o  t h e  t o p  l e v e l ,  
t h e  downfall of Peng Chen and Lo Jui-ching a s  ind iv idua l s ,  
t h e  dec l ine  of Liu Shao-chi and t h e  rise of Lin Piao and 
a new team, and t h e  e a r l y  break-up of t h e  l eadersh ip  group 
being presented by Peking a s  a harmonious u n i t  as l a t e  
as l a t e  July--not a s i n g l e  one of t h e  hundreds of s t eady  
observers  of t h e  Chinese scene f o r e c a s t  t h e  Red Guards. 



on 18 August, and 
organiz ing  a c t i v i t y  

l a s t  week of ~ u l y .  
For example, while  indiv idual  Red Guards--according t o  
l a t e r  reports--were observed i n  t h e  Canton a r e a  a s  e a r l y  
a s  t h e  f i r s t  week of J u l y  , t h e  first r e p o r t  of organiza- 
t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  t h e r e  d a t e s  from l a t e  Ju ly ,  when t h e  pr in-  
c i p a l  of a  middle-school t h e r e  he ld  a  meeting t o  announce 
t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee had ordered t h e  organiza t ion  
of Red Guard u n i t s ,  i n  order  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a l l  *enemies 
of t h e  people." The d i r e c t i v e  r e p o r t e d l y  c a l l e d  for  
s t u d e n t s  t o  be chosen only from working-class and poor- 
peasant fami les ;  another  source r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  nomina- 
tions--made locally--had t o  be s e n t  t o  Peking f o r  approval. 

A wall-poster  published i n  August i n  t h e  Chi'nese 
p ress  a l s o  he lps  t o  f i x  t h e  time; t h i s  pos te r ,  dated 27 
July, a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a  high-school a t t ached  t o  Tsinghua 
( the  point  of & r i g i n  asse r t ed  by t h e  Red Guards themselves), 
and c a l l i n g  f o r  wrevolut ionary  rebe l l ion"  aga ins t  -l thyster- 
i c a l  gentlemen" fn power, has been t r e a t e d  by Peking as 
i f  it had been t h e  opening gun f o r  a  nation-wide organiza- 
t i o n a l  e f f o r t .  And as noted previously,  

t h e  Red Guards were be u r r  leal  y 
rn0Di11zed~~ i n  Peklng on 2 August f o r  an appearance a t  
t h e  pa r ty  plenum. 

A s  f o r  t h e  18 August r a l l y  a t  which t h e  Red Guards 
first appeared pub l i c ly ,  while t h e  NCNA account of t h e  
r a l l y  maintained c o n t i n u i t y  with t h e  c e n t r a i  committee's 
8 August dec i s ion  by repor t ing  t h a t  Chen Po-ta of t h e  
l t c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group1' presided,  it a l s o  repor ted  
t h a t  '*.'Red Guards', composed of t h e  most a c t i v e ,  braves t  
and f i rmes t  of t h e  revolut ionary  s t u d e n t s ,  packed t h e  
reviewing s tands ,"  t h a t  many were dressed i n  khaki with 
red  armbands (and t h a t  Mao himself wore such an armband), 
and t h a t  these  V e v o l u t  ionary s tuden t sw descr ibed them- 
s e l v e s  a s  "'Red Guards' f o r  t h e  defense of t h e  p a r t y  



c e n t r a l  committee, Chairman Mao, and Mao Tse-tungls 
thought.  * It a l s o  repor ted  t h e  speeches of Lin and Chou, 
i n  which both i n c i t e d  t h e  audience t o  c a r r y  through t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  (L in t s  was t h e  more obsequious t o  
Mao and m i l i t a n t  toward everybody else) and i n  which + 

n e i t h e r  saw f i t  t o  say a word about t h e  r o l e  of t h e  "cul- 
t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupw ( ins tead ,  Chou s l ipped  i n  a lit- 
t l e  p r a i s e  of Lin Piao).  Both of t h e s e  speeches, l i k e  
Chen P o - t a t s  speech of 16 August, q u a l i f i e d  as d i r e c t i v e s  
t o  t h e  Red Guards i n  very genera l  terms.** 

A t  t h i s  18 August r a l l y ,  Peking published t h e  new 
s tand ings  of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  form of a name-list of 
those  a t tending.  Mao of course appeared a s  number one, 
but followed now by Lin Piao,  Chou En-lai,  Tao Chu, Chen 
Po-ta, Teng Hsiao-ping, gang Sheng, and Liu Shao-chi. 
In o the r  words, Lin had d isplaced Liu as second-ranking 
l eader  and Liu had s l i d  a l l  t h e  way t o  e i g h t h  p lace  
(probably not  even t h a t ,  r e a l l y ) ;  Chou had remained number 
t h r e e ;  Tao Chu, t h e  new d i r e c t o r  of t h e  propaganda depart-  
ment and one of t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
group,ll had leaped a l l  t h e  way from t h e  second l e v e l  (a 
reg iona l  l eader ,  ranking low i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee) 

*Ma0 d i d  not s h a r e  h i s  "thoughtv on 18 August. Peking 
i t s e l f  has s a i d  t h a t  some of t h e  s t u d e n t s  asked Mao t o  
make a speech, but  t h a t  Chou answered f o r  him, po in t ing  
t o  t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n ,  and t h e  books of quota t  ions 
they  were ca r ry ing ,  a s  equivalent  t o  a speech. Some ob- 
s e r v e r s  were quick--tooquick--to conclude t h a t  Mao was 
not  being permit ted t o  speak f o r  h imsel f .  

**In e a r l y  November, a Hong Kong correspondent was t o  
contend t h a t  Chou i n  t h i s  speech had urged t h e  youth t o  
l i m i t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e i r  own schools ,  and t h a t -  t h i s  
i%?Ected a continuing d i spu te  wi th  Lin P i a o  over t h e  
use of t h e  Red Guapds. While subsequent speeches were 

. t o  sugges t  p o s s i b l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between L i n  and Chou, 
Chou's 18 A u g u s t  speech n e i t h e r  s t a t e d  nor implied t h e  . -. 
l i m i t a t i o n  t h e  correspondent purported t o  see. 



t o  f o u r t h  p lace  on t h e  t o p  l e v e l  and indeed t o  first p lace  
among f u n c t i o n a r i e s  of t h e  p a r t y  apparatus (Peking may 
have been s i g n a l l i n g  an i n t e n t i o n  t o  make Tao t h e  secre-  
t a r y  genera l ,  and it was soon repor ted  t h a t  he would 
se rve  as A @ t  i n g  Premier i n  Chou's absences, another  job  
Teng had had) ; Chen Po-ta, head of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t i o n  groupw which seemed t o  have become t h e  m o s t  impor4 
t a n t  p a r t  of t h e  p a r t y  apparatus;  had r i s e n  s e v e r a l  notches 
t o  f i f t h  p lace ;  Teng Hsiao-ping, the  secre tary-genera l  
who had been head of t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  and t h u s  t h e  a c t u a l  
d i r e c t o r  of t h e  orthodox p a r t y  apparatus ( i . e . ,  less t h e  
s p e c i a l  bodies 1 ike  t h e  g g c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupw) and 
who was regarded by some observeas as having played an 
important r o l e  i n  c a r r y i n g  ou t  Mao's purge of Peng Chen 
(a view t h a t  iS .'&t ill: tenable) '  nominally r e t a i n e d  h i s ,  
s i x t h  p o s i t i o n  bu t  now w i t h  an a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i v e  l e a d e r  
between himself and t h e  t o p  and probably with h i s  g r i p  
s l i p p i n g  from his key job; and Kang Sheng, another  l e a d e r  
of * t h e  % u l t u r a l  r evo lu t  ionw group suspected of :-having 
resumed h i s  d u t i e s  with &he secret p o l i c e  dur ing  t h e  
purge, moved u p  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  and i n t o  t h e  e l i t e ,  I n  
sum, Lin P iao  had had a g r e a t  triumph; Chou En- la i  had 
had a triumph ( i n  holding t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  such a t r i c k y  
and dangerous period); t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  % u l t u r a l  revoTu- 
t i o n  groupn--Chen, Tao and Kang--had had a g r e a t  i f  per- 
haps insecure  triumph; and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  of t h e  
o ld  party-machine, Liu and Teng, had had a d e f e a t ,  Liu a 
d i s a s t r o u s  one, Teng a s u b s t a n t i a l  one. . . 

It was surmised a t  t h e  time t h a t  Liu and ( t o  a .  
lesser degree) Teng had been demoted f o r  some combination 
of t h e  fo l lowing reasons : t h e i r  a c t u a l  or p u t a t i v e  r o l e s  
a s  "p ro tec to r sn  of Peng Chen i n  t h e  p a s t ;  t h e  uneven per- 
formance of t h e  p a r t y  p r e s s  (not f u l l y  i n  l i n e  u n t i l  June) 
i n  t h e  campaign aga ins t  t h e  "black gangn beginning t h e  
previous November; t h e  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  " fa i lu re"  of t h e  work- 
teams i n  June; and oppos i t ion  t o ,  o r  l a c k  of cooperat ion 
i n ,  t h e  superimposi t ion of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupgf 
on t h e  conventional  p a r t y  apparatus,  i n  pa rg icu la r  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of the : l ac t iv i ty  of t h e  "groupw agains t  t h e  
conventional  apparatus ( a s  f o r e c a s t  by t h e  8 August 



d e c l a r a t i o n  and emphasized by t h e  10 August Red Flag) . * 
This  surmise was a l l  r i g h t  a s  f a r  a s  it w e n t ; b u t e r e  
was soon t o  be reason t o  conclude t h a t  another ,  b i g  i t e m  
on t h e  list of charges was going t p  be t h a t  O f  opposd- 
t ion-- in  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee plenum of 1-12 August-to 
t h e  p lans  of Mao's new team f o r  t u r n i n g  t h e  Red Guards 
loose  t o  t e r r o r i z e ,  d i s c r e d i t ,  and (conceivably) wreck 
t h e  conventional  p a r t y  apparatus as an e n t i t y .  The ques- 
t i o n  t h a t  immediately presented  i t s e l f ,  t o  those  who had 
watched Liu and Teng b u i l d  up t h e  p a r t y  machine over t h e  
years  i n t o  what had seemed t o  be a powerful instxument 
responsive t o  themselves,  was whether Liu and Teng would 
accept  t h i s  d e f e a t  meekly, or whether they  would ins tead  
t r y  t o  r a l l y  what f o r c e s  t h e y  could t o  resist t h e  new 
team (which i n  t u r n  r a i s e d  t h e  ques t ion  of whether they  
any longer  had access  t o  t h e i r  o ld  f o r c e s ) .  

A c o l o r  f i l m  of t h e  18 August r a l l y ,  shown i n  
Bong Kong two months l a t e r  and a t tended by o f f i c e r s  of 
t h e  U.S. Consulate General t h e r e ,  provided some valuable  
i f  fragmentary i n d i c a t o r s  a s  t o  Maols s t a t u s  and h e a l t h  
and r e l a t i o n s  between Mao and o t h e r  l e a d e r s .  The U.S. 
observers  were impressed by the ' ,  youth? u l  . p a r t  ic ip i in ts  ' 
"apparent ly s i n c e r e  adu la t ionu  of Mao and t h e  s k i l l f u l  
e x p l o i t  a t  ion  of t h i s  f e e l i n g  by speakers  and cheer leaders ,  
prepar ing  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  "go o u t  i n t o  t h e  provinces 
energized and motivated t o  do b a t t l e  aga ins t  those...demons 
and monsters who oppose t h e  th ink ing  and w i l l  of Mao 
Tse-tung." The Consulate General surmised t h a t  t h e  demon- 
s t r a t i o n  was a l s o  intended t o  make Mao's opponents i n  t h e  
l eadersh ip ,  both those  i n  Peking and those  seeking t h e  
f i l m s .  i n  t h e  provinces,  " f e e l  hopeless ly  overwhelmed.,., 
asking themselves: who can oppose a l e a d e r  who evokes 
such ev iden t  adu la t ion  and who c o n t r o l s  a mechanism which 
can organize  such a demonstration of mass support?" 

*As .previously-, - -  - 
remarks of Chou En- la i ' s  ryxng m a %  ~ l u  and Teng had 

I 
openly expressed such opposi t ion  a t  t h e  1-12 August plenum 
of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. 



U.S. observers  of t h e  f i l m  reported f u r t h e r  t h a t  
Mao moved slowly but  f irmlg, usua l ly  without a s s i s t a n c e ,  
and appeared i n  good hea l th ,  a p a r t  from h i s  apparent ly  
poor v i s i o n .  H e  seemed a l e r t  but detached, and unrespon- 
s i v e  t o  o t h e r s .  (Others have repor ted  t h i s  a s  Mao's 
"bl ind god" pose). He d id  exchange words with Lin Piao,  
who thereupon made some changes i n  h i s  p r i n t e d  speech 
with a pen, and a l s o  cha t t e red  b r i e f l y  w i t h  Chou, b u t '  
was not  seen  t o  have any exchange w i t h  o t h e r  l eaders .  
Lin  P iao  had a lgghostlylt  appearance but  seemed otherwise 
vigorous.  Chou En-lai  looked t i r e d  b u t  performed smoothly. 
Tao Chu was t h e  only  o t h e r  l e a d e r  given t h e  s p e c i a l  t r e a t -  
ment of being filmed s t and ing  alone. Some o t h e r s  of t h e  
new team--Chen Po-ta, Kang Sheng, Chiang Ching--were 
v i s i b l e  bu t  much l e s s  prominent. 

Red Flag  on 21 August r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
targets-  t h e t g r e a t  r evo lu t  ionw were t h e  " reac t ionary  
academic ' a u t h o r i t i e s  ' . . . and bourgeois r ep resen ta t ives ,  
wi th in  t h e  pa r ty , "  and it went on t o  warn t h a t  any person 
who opposed Maols thought o r  f a i l e d  t o  implement it--%o 
mat ter  how high h i s  pos i t ion ,  how o l d  h i s  s t and ing ,  and 
how g r e a t  h i s  ' f  met*'--should be t h e  ob jec t  of a l ls t ruggle 
waged aga ins t  him u n t i l  he is dismissed from h i s  of i i c i a l  
p o s t s  and  function^.^' This  seemed t o  be c u t  t o  t h e  mea- 
surements of Liu Shao-chi, and t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  impres- 
s i o n  t h a t  a number of o the r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  would be brought 
down before  t h e  purge had run  its course. 

Another a r t i c l e  i n  t h a t  2 1  August number of Red 
Flag, and, a People 's  Daily a r t i c l e  two days l a t e r ,  both - suggested s t r o n g l y  t h w e  Red Guards were t o  be s e n t  
i n t o  a c t  ion  a s  quasi-mil i t a r y  u n i t s  agains t  elements of 
t h e  p a r t y  apparatus a t  t h e  c e n t e r  and agains t  its reg iona l ,  
p rov inc ia l  and municipal bureaus. The impl ica t ion  through- 
out  w a s  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards had been formed i n  o rde r  t o  
organize t h e  l t revolut ionary s t u d e n t s w  i n  a uniform way, 
g iv ing  them t h e  kind of c h a r t e r  and propaganda suppor t  
which would d e t e r  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  from organiz ing  r e s i s t -  
ance t o  them. Both a r t i c l e s  seemed t o  i n c i t e  t h e  Red 
Guards t o  make physical  a t t a c k s  on t h e i r  t a r g e t s ,  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  on pa r ty  organiza t ions .  The Red F lag  p iece ,  
p e r s i s t e n t l y  descr ib ing  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a ~ y o u t 6 s 1 ~  a s  



"fighters," j ee red  a t  t h e  mover lo rds  i n  powerw who were 
"shaking wi th  f e a r  . It I t  went on t o  emphasize t h a t  t h e  
"young f i g h t e r s w  had t h e  "backing of Chairman Mae,"* and 
descr ibed t h e i r  t a s k  a s  p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  of "making t rouble , ' '  
b r inging down "a l l  t h e  o l d  ideas ,  c u l t u r e ,  customs and 
h a b i t s f 1  (soon t o  be known a s  t h e  ' four  o l d s ' ) .  Young 
people,  t h e  a r t i c l e  went on, were t h e  "most r e s o l u t e n  
i n  fo l lowing Maofs i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and had "by far t h e  
g r e a t e s t  loven f o r  him. F i n a l l y ,  t h e  young were bold, 
da r ing  t o  ''defy t h e  power of law, not  vulgar  p o l i t i c i a n s . .  ." 
The People 's  Daily f o r  its p a r t  denounced a "stubborn 
fac t ionv '  whi'cKTZi l fabsurdly regarded t h e  l eadersh ip  of 
its own u n i t s  a s  equ iva len t  t o  t h a t  of t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  
~ o m m i t t e e , ~  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  committees O f  un- 
s p e c i f i e d  a r e a s  and u n i t s  had r e s i s t e d  t h e  revo lu t ionary  
s t u d e n t s  and i n  "some a r e a s N  had even organized t h e  masses 

I t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  and went on most ominously 
I t o  d e c l a r e  t h a t  '?the revo lu t ionary  s tudent  organikat  ions ,  
I 
I such a s  'Red Guards, '  'Red F lag  Fight ing  Teams,'** and 

o t h e r s ,  a r e  l e g i t i m a t e  organizat ions ' '  engaged i n  " l e g i t  i- 
t mate r evo lu t ionary  ac t ions , "  and t h a t  anyone opposing 

t h e s e  revo lu t ionary  a c t  ions  "opposes Chairman Mao I s  teach-  
ings  and t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  committee's dec is ion ."  In 
o t h e r  words, t h e  p a r t y  o rgan iza t ions  marked a s  targets 
would have a choice' between al lowing t h e  Red Guards t o  
conduct v io lence  a g a i n s t  them o r  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  armed war- 
f a r e  with t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of Mao's new team: . o n  one 
hand, and wi th  t h e  odds a g a i n s t  them, t h e  l o c a l  f j g u r e s  
of t h e  o l d  p a f t y  apparatus and whatever l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  
f o r c e s  they  could muster,  and on t h e  o the r  Mao, Lin P iao  

I 
I 

*One bf the regime's  own newspapers l a t e r  quoted a 
female Red ~ u a r d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Mao himself a t  t h i s  
t i m e  (19 August) had t o l d  h e r  pe r sona l ly  t h a t  v io lence  
was b e t t e r  than  persuas ion ,  I 

I 
I 

**It has been repor ted  t h a t  Red Guard "Fight ing  Teamsvv I 
o r  "Combat Squadsw a r e  j u s t  t h a t ,  u n i t s  organized from i 
t h e  o l d e r  Red Guards ( c .  18-20) t o  c a r r y  ou t  phys ica l  I 

I 

' violence  a g a i n s t  assigned t a r g e t s  . 



and t h e  bulk of t h e  ELA, and t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
group" l e a d e r s  r e c e n t l y  projec ted  i n t o  t h e  inner  c i r c l e .  
Shaped up t h a t  way, i f  as though it would be an unequal, 
even i f  sometimes p ro t rac ted ,  con tes t .  

Wall-posters i n  September spoke of an in terv iew 
given v i s i t i n g  Red Guards i n  Peking by Tao Chu on t h e  
day--21 August--of t h e  ominous Red Flag  e d i t o r i a l .  Mater- 
i a l s  rece ived much 1 a t e r  i n d i c a F t h a t T a o  gave s e v e r a l  
such in terv iews i n  l a t e  August, and t h a t  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  
of t h e  c e n t r a l  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  grouptt a l s o  gave 
such interviews--probably dozens. The new team c l e a r l y  
regarded t h e s e  personal  t a l k s  a s  t h e  best channel of 
communication with t h e  Red Guards, a s  t h e  conventional  
p a r t y  apparatus was still s t a f f e d  by o f f i c i a l s  who were 
themselves t o  be t a r g e t s  of Red Guard ac t ion .  

Accounts of t h e  21 August in terv iew agree t h a t  Tao 
d i d  not g ive  t h e  Red Guards p a r t i c u l a r  t a r g e t s ,  and, i n  
response t o  t h e i r  demands f o r  a c t i o n  aga ins t  p a r t i c u l a r  
p a r t y  l eaders ,  t o l d  them i n  e f f e c t  t h a t  a c t i o n  was up t o  
them. The September p o s t e r s  s a i d  t h a t  Tao- i n v i t e d  the  
Red Guards t o  g ive  an account of t h e  behavior of t h e i r  
l o c a l  pa r ty  committees, and t o l d  them t h a t  it w a s  with- 
i n  t h e i r  power t o  c r i t i c i z e  and "changew t h e i r  l o c a l  
p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s .  I 1 

Tao, i n  response t o  t h e  Red 
uaras  . aemana r o r  a "redrganizat  ionf* of t h e  Northwest 

Bureau (held responsib le  f o r  s e r i o u s  inc iden t s )  , t o l d  
them t h a t  Ityou w i l l  determine t h i s  yourselves.  (This 
group express ly  denounced Wang Feng, who, l a t e r  p o s t e r s  
repor ted ,  was subsequently denounced by Wao Tse-tang 
personal ly .  ) 

Chou En-lai was prominent among those  g iv ing  i n t e r -  
views and making speeches t o  t h e  Red Guards in. t h i s  period,  
and t h e r e  is a good wall-poster  account of h i s  speech a t  
Tsinghua on 22 August. Chou i n  t h i s  speech, l i k e  Lin Piao  
a t  t h e  August plenum, began i n  t h e  approved Chinese way 
by deprecat ing  h i s  own a b i l i t i e s ,  and i n v i t i n g  f u r t h e r  
p o s t e r  c r  it icism of himself ; he then proceeded author i ta t  i v e l y  , 
a s  i f  Be thought h i s  p o s i t i o n  t o  be secure .  He  noted t h a t  t h e  
head of t h e  former work-team a t  Tsinghua, who had made a s e l f -  
c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  same day, r e a l i z e d  h i s  e r r o r s ,  but  he went 



on t o  emphasizg a s  he had i n  h i s  4 August speech, t h a t  
t h e  e r r o r s  were ' I f  undamental e r r o r s . .  . i n  d i r e c t  ion and 
l i n e w  which were not  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  work- 
teams alone but  a l s o  of t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  who 
dispatched t h e  teams. C i t i n g  t h e  need f o r  'tspeedy't 
a c t i o n  i n  Peking i n  l a t e  May, t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
l e f t  by t h e  "black gang," Chou s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  had had 
a choice between sending i n  work-teams t o  r ega in  t h e  
l eadersh ip  o r  t o  r e l y  on t h e  l o c a l  masses and risk "con- 

I 
I 

fus ion , "  and chose t h e  former course without due con- 
e i d e r a t i o n ,  Fur ther ,  t h e  e r r o r s  of t h e  work-teams ds- 

I r i v e d  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they  w e r e  not 
given proper guidance. Thus t h e  l a r g e r  e r r o r s  were 

I those  of t h e  new Peking committee and of (unspecif ied 
organs o r  l e a d e r s  of) t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. 

Chou i n  t h i s  speech went on t o  speak of t h e  many 
m i l l i o n s  of s t u d e n t s  throughout China who were not  as 
"for tunatew a s  s t u d e n t s  i n  Peking, because they had not 
"solved t h e i r  problems therevt-- i .e . ,  t h e i r  p a r t y  organi- 
z a t i o n s  and work-teams were making t h e  same old  (con- 
s e r v a t i v e )  e r r o r s ,  o f t e n  "even more e r r o r s "  than  had 
been made i n  Peking, I n j u r i n g  people and ca r ry ing  out  
"whi te  t e r r o r i ~ m . ~ '  Because Mao could not  go t o  a l l  those  
p laces  i n  person, Chou s a i d  (implying, a s  o t h e r s  were 
t o  s t a t e  express ly ,  t h a t  Mao had d i r e c t l y  intervened i n  
Peking),  t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  had been prepared a s  
guidance f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  A s  p revious ly  noted, t h e  8 

-._ August d e c l a r a t i o n  was m i l i t a n t ,  and had i n c i t e d  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  aga ins t  t h e  p a r t y  organiza t ions  without  g iv ing  
them any p a r t i c u l a r  guidance; and Chou i n  t h i s  speech 
followed t h e  same s t r a t e g y .  He urged them t o  "rise up 
f o r  t h e  r e v ~ l u t i o n , ~ ~  t o  "solve t h e  problems yourselves,"  
and (speaking t o  v i s i t i n g  s tuden t s )  t o  "hurry home today 
wi th  t h i s  f i r e . "  He r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  "You can so lve  your 
problems by y o u r s e l ~ e s , ~  and went on t o  imply t h a t  t h e  
p rov i s iona l  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  committee of Tsinghua, 
which had succeeded t h e  work-team not more than t h r e e  
weeks e a r l i e r ,  had a l ready c r i t i c i z e d  i t s e l f  f o r  be ing 
t o o  conservat ive  (a good fnd ica t  ion t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
were reading t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  as a m i l i t a n t  ' 

d i r e c t i v e  . ) 



Chou then  answered ques t ions ,  and made c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  encouraged a wide range of s tuden t  
express ion  and of o rgan iza t iona l  a c t i v i t y  (a poin t  of 
importance ,= view of t h e  v a r i e t y  of opinion a l ready 
being expressed by, and of o rgan iza t ions  a l ready being 
formed by, t h e  Red Guards). Chou encouraged t h e  convention 
of a l l  kinds of meetings f o r  Ndebating,w s t a t e d  c l e a r l y  
t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  had "freedom of pub l i ca t  ionw (they 
cou~l'd s a y  anything they  l i k e d  i n  t h e i r  p o s t e r s ) ,  i d e n t i -  
f i e d  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  Red Guard o rgan iza t ions  i n  Peking 
and s a i d  f l a t l y  t h a t  "any kind of o rgan iza t ion  is a l l  
r ight ,"  and r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  "as long a s  t h e  general  
d i r e c t i o n  is c o r r e c t ,  opinions can be exchanged even if . 
they  a r e  d i f f e r e n t . "  

Chou went on t o  ask t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  observe t h e  
long-prof essed  p a r t y  p r i n c i p l e  of l9curing t h e  d i sease  
and saving t h e  p a t i e n t ,  'I i.e., t h a t  t h e  aim of t h e  campaign 
was t o  re-educate and reform a s  many a s  possible  of >those 
i n  e r r o r ,  r a t h e r  than  t o  des t roy  them. Speaking 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  of t h e  d i s c r e d i t e d  p res iden t  and pa r ty  
l eader  of Tsinghua, one found g u i l t y  of wfollowing t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  road,"  Chou encouraged t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  s t r u g g l e  
aga ins t  him, but c a l l e d  upon them t o  make thorough prepara- 
t i o n s ,  t o  c a r r y  o u t  propaganda among t h e  people u n t i l  
t h e  ground was ready,  t o  go through t h e  e n t i r e  process 
of s t r u g g l e ,  criticism and reform. In  t h e s e  passages, 
Chou seemed t o  be say ing  t h a t  any a d d i t i o n a l  important 
p a r t y  f igures--1 i k e  t h e  one j u s t  mentioned, who was sti l l  
a 'member of t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  committee--who were t o  be 
purged would be purged much l a t e r ,  a f t e r  a prolonged 
campaign, I f  t h i s  reading is c o r r e c t ,  t h i s  t o o  was an 
important po in t ,  i n  view of t h e  apparent f a i l u r e  of t h e  
p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  Peking t o  move aga ins t  any of t h e  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  denounced by t h e  Red Guards i n  t h e  weeks follow- 
ing t he  f i r s t  a t t a c k s .  

There is no evidence t h a t  Chou En-lai o r  any of 
t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupw--the smal l  
number of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  repor ted  as giv ing  general  d i r e c t i v e s  
t o  t h e  Red Guards before  they  were s e n t  i n t o  action--gave 
t h e  Guards any b e t t e r  d i r e c t i v e s  than  . t h i s .  In  o t h e r  
words, t h e r e  is no evidence t h a t  they  were t o l d  t o  t ake  



a c t  ion  a g a i n s t  s p e c i f i c  ind iv idua l s  already marked f o r  
purging--to t a k e  such a c t i o n  aga ins t  p rov inc ia l  first 
secretaries, f o r  example, a s  would provoke such indi -  
v idua l s  t o  organize  counter-act ion which would s e r v e  a s  
a p r e t e x t  f o r  r ep lac ing  them. If t h i s  is t r u e ,  i f  they  
were simply t o l d  t o  go i n t o  ac t ion ,  without any p a r t i -  
c u l a r  t a r g e t s  and wi th  no s p e c i f i c  l i m i t a t i o n s  placed oh 
t h e i r  a c t i o n s ,  then  Mao and h i s  new team were making new 
tes ts - -both  of p a r t y  and government o f f i c i a l s  and of t h e  
" revolut ionary  s tudents"  themselves; t h a t  is, t h e  new 
team would be t e s t i n g  t h e  revo lu t ionary  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
of t h e  young and i d e n t i f y i n g  those  from whom t h e  p a r t y ' s  
eventual  l e a d e r s h i p  would be drawn, and t e s t i n g  t h e  
responses of t h e  p a r t y  s e n i o r s  t o  t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  by 
t h e  young, and would be marking t h e  examinations l a t e r .  

A s  of t h i s  t ime (nearing l a t e  August) before  t h e  
Red Guards were s e n t  ou t ,  t h e  conventional p a r t y  apparatus 
had been h i t  hard only  i n  one sector-- the mcul tu ra l t8  sec- 
t o r ,  t h a t  is, ind iv idua l s  concerned wi th  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
and management of propaganda, educat ion,  and t h e  arts. 
About 80 important % ~ l t u r a l ~ ~  f i g u r e s  had' been pqb l i c ly  
brought down*: seven d i r e c t o r s  and managers of t h e  cen- 
t r a l  appara tus ,  inc luding t h e  onetime ch ie f  (Peng Chen) 
of t h e  f i r s t  l ' cu l tu ra l  r evo lu t ion  groupw and t h e  d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  Propaganda Department (Lu Ting-yi);  some seven- 
members of t h e  Peking committee of t h e  p a r t y  ( the  only 
reg iona l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  o r  major municipal committee which 
had been h i t  hard a s  a whole); two deputy d i r e c t o r s  of 
departments of reg iona l  bureaus and two 'p rov inc ia l  secre-  
t a r i e s ;  some 15 d i r e c t o r s  and deputy d i r e c t o r s  of pro- 
v i n c i a l  propaganda departments; s ix  e d i t o r s ;  about 23 
admin i s t r a to r s  (p res iden t s  o r  v ice-pres idents)  and 

*Only a f e w  p a r t y  f i g u r e s  who were not concerned with 
t h e  management of some kind of w c u l t u r a l "  a c t i v i t y  had 
f a l l e n :  Lo Jui-ching, Pang Shang-kun (chief  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee 's adminis t ra t ive  df f  i c e ) ,  L i u  Jen  (Peng 
Chen's f i r s t  deputy) ,  and L i  Kuei ( f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  i n  
Huehot, Inner  Mongolia) . 



s e c r e t a r i e s  of pa r ty  committees of i n s t i t u t i o n s  of higher  
l e a r n i n g ;  and about 17 o f f i c e r s  of unions and f e d e r a t i o n s  
of a r t i s t s  of va r ious  kinds and d i r e c t o r s  of governmental 
c u l t u r a l  bureaus. About 50 of t h e s e  were known t o  have 
had import an t  p a r t y  p o s i t  ions--the main ca tegor ies  excluded 
being those  educators  who were not  concurrent ly  s e c r e t a r i e s  
of p a r t y  committees, and t h e  l a s t  ca tegory  given above. 
The impl ica t ion  of t h e  21-23 August commentaries summarized 
above was t h a t  t h i s  f i g u r e  of 50 was t o  be mul t ip l i ed  
s e v e r a l  times before t h e  Red Guards were put  back on t h e  
l eash .  

While t h e  p a r t y  was prepar ing  t o  send t h e  Red- Guards 
o u t  i n t o  t h e  btreets, " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  committeest* 
and subordinate  "groupsw were being formed throughout 
China--as i n  e f f e c t  had been d i r e c t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee's 8 August declarat ion-- in those  p laces  were they  
had not  a l ready been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Ju ly .  Some of t h e  
schoo l s  took t h e  t roub le ,  on t h e  occasion of "e lec t ingn  
t h e s e  new committees (committees fo r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  teamr~ 
f o r  smal le r  u n i t s ) ,  t o  c r i t i c i z e  p u b l i c l y  t h e  two e a r l i e r  
forms of * * c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t  ionw organ iza t  ion--the f i r s t  
groups appointed by t h e  p a r t y  committees, and t h e  work- 
teams which supplanted them--as be ing i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e s e  
new bodies e l e c t e d  by and t h u s  (it was.'implied) respon- 
s i v e  t o  t h e  masses. Nevertheless ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  univer- 
s i t i e s ,  t h e s e  new committees were i n  most cases  i d e n t i -  
f i e d  a s  **provisionalw committees, as t h e  f i r s t  such com- 
mit tees--at  P e i t a  and Tsinghua--had been; j u s t  as t h e  
p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i e s  who had f a l l e n  from favor  were g e n e r a l l y  
replaced by "acting" s e c r e t a r i e s ,  t h e  wprovis ionalw com- 
mittees were c l e a r l y  on probat ion.  There was consider-  
ab le  ambiguity i n  t h e  remarks made by pa r ty  s e c r e t a r i e s  
on these  occasions.  While some chose t o  emphasize t h e  
r o l e  of t h e  new committees and groups i n  "d i rec t ingH 
and "giving i n s t r u c t i o n s w  and a s s e r t e d  t h a t  they  must 
*'boldly lead" t h e  revo lu t ion ,  o t h e r s  chose t o  under l ine  
t h e  point  t h a t  the committees were t o  "give f r e e  r e i n  
t o  t h e  masses, t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  were t o  be Itrun by 
t h e  revolut ionary  t eachers  and s t u d e n t s , "  and s o  on; some 
of t h e  chairmen of t h e  newly-elected committees and 
groups picked up t h i s  l a s t  p o i n t ,  being quoted a s  promising 
t o  "runn t h e  school  i n  a worthy fash i0 ,qe .g .  t o  " f o s t e r  
r e l i a b l e  p r o l e t a r i a n  successors.It  



The emergence of t h e  Red Guards, and some of t h e  
remarks quoted above, r a i s e d  t h e  ques t ion  of j u s t  what 
,degree of a u t h o r i t y  t h e  new committees were r e a l l y  t o  
have. They were apparently--as "organs of powern given 
c h a r t e r s  by t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and a s  bodies e l e c t e d  
express ly  t o  "lead t h e  massesw--to be a t  l e a s t  nominally 
, in  command of t h e  Red Guards, while they  were apparent ly  
t o  be a t  I e a s t  nominally responsive  t o  t h e  "revolut ionary 
t e a c h e r s  and s tudentsf1  among whom t h F R e d  Guards had j u s t  
been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  b e s t  element. And t h e  Mrevolut ion-  
ary s t u d e n t s  and teachers" w e r e  apparent ly t o  have no re- 
l a t i o n  whatever t o  t h e  young Communist League, which had 
not  been mentioned f o r  weeks and t h e  l e a d e r s  of which 
were e v i d e n t l y  i n  t roub le .  It  appeared t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  
center--probably meaning i n  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  "cu l tu ra l  revo- 
l u t i o n  gr~up!~--could avoid chaos only  by g iv ing  t h e  !!cul- 
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n r ~ n i t s  and t h e  Red Guards and o t h e r  
s t u d e n t s  i d e n t i c a l  o rde r s  concurrent ly ,  so t h a t  t h e  former 
could VorderVt and t h e  l a t t e r  could lfdemandn t h e  same 
a c t i o n s  a t  t h e  same time .* But t h e r e  was no way t o  s o r t  
t h i s  ou t  a t  t h e  t i m e ;  one could only  wai t  t o  see what 
would happen. 

There was not  long t o  wai t .  A t  j u s t  about t h i s  
t i m e ,  beginning 20 August i n  Peking and a few o t h e r  placed 
and a  few days l a t e r  i n  most p laces ,  t h e  Red Guards began 
t o  appear i n  t h e  streets of China's ci t ies,  and p r o l i f e r a t e d  
i n  t h e  l a s t  week of August, For t h e  f i r s t  few days, t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  were repor ted  by both Communist and non-Communist 
media a s  a  kind of dul l -wi t ted ,  humorless Ballow&'en, 
d i r e c t e d  aga ins t  everyth ing on t h e  scene regarded as 
l'feudal, c a p i t a l i s t ,  o r  r e v i s i o n i s t t f  <i.e. , t r a d i t i o n a l ,  

*A Chinese communist o f f i c i a l  i n  Eastern Europe repor t -  
e d l y  t o l d  a  j o u r n a l i s t  a t  t h i s  time (23 August) t h a t  Lin 
Piao would now "carry t h e  r e d  banner," and t h a t  Lin and 
t h e  PLA c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Red Guards. Lin ' 
i n  f a c t  had been foremost i n  c a r r y i n g  Maots banner f o r '  
almost a year ,  but ,  as will be argued p resen t ly ,  t h e  PLA 
d id  not  seem t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  Red Guards. 



Western o r  Sov ie t ) .  As repor ted ,  they  put  up p o s t e r s , .  
made speeches, shouted denunciat ions,  changed t h e  names 
of s t r e e t s ,  markets, schools ,  h o t e l s ,  temples, t h e a t r e s ,  
parks  and l akes ,  t o r e  down shop s i g n s ,  defaced churches, 
and took s i m i l a r  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  aga ins t  both t h e  possessors  
and t h e  s u p p l i e r s  of o f fens ive  (non-proletar ian)  food 
and c lo th ing ,  h a i r - s t y l e s  and cosmetics,  books and maga- 
z i n e s ,  photographs and pa in t ings  and o b j e t s  d ' a r t ,  and 
s o  on. They were rewarded a t  once with an e d i t o r i a l  i n  
People 's  Daily,  "Very Good Indeed!"--and by o t h e r  such 
e d i t o r i a l ~ t h o s e  f i r s t  days. 

Observers i n  Peking began on 25 August t o  r e p o r t  
i n c i d e n t s  of b r u t a l i t y  by t h e  Red Guards there--scenes 
of "street punishment ," i n  which t h e  v ic t ims were placed '  
i n  a circle and beaten wi th  belts  o r  cords,  o r  were- beaten 
on t h e  street and dragged i n t o  houses, a s  w e l l  a s  much 
parading of v ic t ims  around t h e  s t r e e t s .  On 28 August, 
p o s t e r s  i n  Peking repor ted ly  asse r t ed  t h a t  s e v e r a l  Red 
Guards had a l ready  been k i l l e d  by "counter-revolution- 
ar'ies. From such p o s t e r s  (reported l a t e r ) ,  a p i c t u r e  
emerged o r  violence from t h e  start ( i . e . ,  immediately 
a f t e r  18 August) a t  some p laces ,  and of widespread v io lence  
i n  t h e  l a s t  week of August. In Peking, where t h e  Red 
Guards had a f r e e  hand, t h e  v ic t ims of t h e i r  r a i d s ,  beat- 
ings., t o r t u r e ,  and assignment s t o  s l a v e  l abor ,  a1  t hough 
p r imar i ly  t e a c h e r s ,  included p a r t y  and government o f f  i- 
c i a l s ,  one an o f f i c e r  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ionw s e c t i o n  
of a  municipal c u l t u r a l  bureau; t h i s  l a s t  was t h e  f i r s t  
repor ted  a t t a c k  by Red Guards on a subordinate  uni't of 
the  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupw from which t h e y  were sup- 
posed t o  be g e t t i n g  t h e i r  orders .* They a l s o  ( i n  Peking) 

*It should be kept in mind, however, t h a t  a c t i o n  by 
t h e  Red Guards againSt any given c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  com- 
mi t t ee  o r  team does not  n e c e s s a r i l y  imply r e f u s a l  t o  
recognize t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  c e n t r a l  l t c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t i o n  group." A l l  of t h e  l o c a l  committees and teams were 
t o  be "elected" l o c a l l y ,  and could be replaced i f  found 
u n f i t ;  i f  t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  committee o r  group 
were i n  f a c t  s e l e c t e d  and dominated by a  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r y  
who was himself u n f i t ,  it would fol low t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion  $roupwould a l s o  be u n f i t ,  and t h a t  t h e  Red 
Guards would be h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  group a s  well  a s  t h e  man. 



ra ided  t h e  apartments of sendor p a r t y  members, t e a r i n g  
up t h e i r  c l o t h i n g  and throwing t h e i r  f u r n i t u r e  i n t o  t h e  
s t r e e t .  Some executions (although not  of p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s )  
were 'surmised, and "many s u i c i d e s w  repor ted .  In  T i e n t s i n  
(not  f a r  away), Red Guards from Peking repor ted ly  beat  
up a municipal o f f i c i a l  and people who came t o  h i s  a i d  
( inc luding women), bea t  up many- o t h e r  people i n  o t h e r  
inc iden t s ,  k i l l e d  a t eacher  and perhaps o t h e r s ,  and (on 
26 Augus t )  fought wi th  a "Red Corps" organized by t h e  
T i e n t s i n  committee of t h e  CCP; t h i s  l a s t  was t h e  f i r s t  
r e p o r t  of elements being organized by l o c a l  p a r t y  o f f i -  
c i a l s  t o  r e p e l  t h e  Red Guards. (Peking later repor ted  
t h e  d e a t h  on 1 9  September--from "hear t  attackw--of t h e  
F i r s t  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  T i e n t s i n  committee; a correspondeht 
r epor ted  t h a t  t h e  death  was r e a l l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of a beat- 
ing  by Red Guards.) There were soon r e p o r t s  from o t h e r  
p a r t s  of China of a t t a c k s  by Peking s t u d e n t s  on s tuden t  
bodies elsewhere, of t h r e a t s  made by them a g a i n s t  o f f i -  
c i a l s  of " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  teams, " of s i m i l a r  a t t a c k s  
by l o c a l  s t u d e n t s  on l o c a l  people, and of r e s i s t a n c e  t o  
t h e  Red Guards by a local ly-organized "Red Corpsu o r  by 
l o c a l  crowds apparent ly  responding t o  l o c a l  p a r t y  leaders .  

In' , the most s e n s a t i o n a l  s i n g l e  development of thae  
l a s t  week of August, t h e  Peking regime pub l io ly  reported.  
through t h e  Harbin r a d i o  on 27 August t h a t  a meeting had 
been held  by wrevolut ionaryw people i n  Heilungkiang t o  
denounce a "black gangw wi th in  "leading groupsu of t h e  
Heilungkiang p rov inc ia l  committee of t h e  CCP (a  meeting 
cha i red  by an a l t e r n a t e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h a t  committee it- 
s e l f ) ,  and then on 29 August t h a t  t h e  Red Guards of 
v a r i o u s  Harbin schools  had he ld  a " r a l l y  t o  burn down 
t h e  p rov inc ia l  CCP committee and s h e l l  t h e  command head- 
quar te r sM* (a meeting addressed by a s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
Northeast  r eg iona l  bureau of t h e  pa r ty ) .  The p rov inc ia l  

*This t l she l l ing t t  was l a t e r  defined a s  f e r r e t i n g  ou t  t h e  
tqbourgeois c a r e e r i s t s , "  but one r e p o r t  of t h e  same period 
s t a t e s  t h a t  Red Guards a c t u a l l y  se t  f i r e  t o  one muniaipal 
p a r t y  committee headquarters  i n  Hunan. 



committee was e v i d e n t l y  one of those  which had organized 
r e s i s t a n c e  aga ins t  t h e  Red Guards (poss ib ly  s p l i t t i n g  
of f  some of t h e  Red Guards themselves),  a s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
adopted by t h e  r a l l y  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  l o c a l  counter-revolu- 
t i o n a r i e s  had "put on arm-bands and c a l l e d  themselves Red 
Guards" and had c a r r i e d  ou t  a " f igh t  aga ins t  t h e  revolu- 
t i o n a r i e s " ;  f u r t h e r ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r  a reorgani-  
z a t i o n  of t h e  l o c a l  Red Guards and f o r  t h e  coordinat ion  
of s tuden t  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  In  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  pro- 
v i n c i a l  committee i n  t h i s  fashion,  those  naming t h e  t a r g e t  - 
and d i r e c t i n g  t h e  fire--presumably t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t i o n  group1' i n  Peking and those  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  still i n  
t h e i r  favor--were making good on t h e i r  r ecen t  t h r e a t s  t o  
i n c i t e  t h e  Red Guards a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  apparatus.  

In a l l  t h e  a g i t a t i o n  i n  Peking a t  t h a t  t i m e  ( the  
l a s t  12 days of August), t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  develop- 
ment was not  r epor ted  a t  t h e  time and not i n  d e t a i l  u n t i l  
t h r e e  months l a t e r - - the  s p l i t t i n g  of t h e  Red Guard move- 
ment i n t o  h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s ,  which phys ica l ly  c lashed with 
one another ,  and which were a l leged by elements of t h e  
Guards t o  be ca r ry ing  o u t  t h e  w i l l  of d i f f e r e n t  groups 
i n  t h e  t o p  leadership .  The information on t h i s  develop- 
ment which became a v a i l a b l e  from wall-posters  in-November 
merits a summary. 

The Red Guards i n  Peking began t o  p o l a r i z e  soon 
a f t e r  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  o rgan iza t ion  there, even before. t h e  
Red Guard movement was revea led  on 18 August; and t h e  
m a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e  come almost e n t i r e l y  f r o m  t h e  m i l i -  . 
t a n t  l e f t i s t s  . According t o  . the m a t e r i a l s ,  a meeting 
was held a t  Tsinehua t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  work-team d i s c r e d i t e d  
as t o o  conservat ive ,  but  t h o s e  who sympathized wi th  t h e  
most m i l i t a n t  wing of the ~ e d '  Guards were still "a f ra idw 
t o  demand t h e  re ins ta tement  of t h e  ex t remis t  l e a d e r  K u a i  
Ta-f u, who had been c i t e d  by Chou En-lai j u s t  f o u r  days 
e a r l i e r  a s  a person who deserved t o  have freedom of expres- 
s i o n  but  whose expressed views he (Chou) d id  not agree 
with. On 11 August t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  remove t h e  work-team 
was announced, and t h i s ,  perhaps toge the r  with Chen Po- 
t a t s  m i l  it a n t  speech of 1 6  August, apparent ly  emboldened 
t h e  sympathizers o r  suppor te r s  of Kuai Ta-fu t o  agree  i n  
a meeting of 17 August t o  demand h i s  re ins ta tement .  This  



s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  " inc identsw of 19  and 24 August 
i n  which t h e r e  were physica l  c l a shes  between t h e  left-  
ists and another  group which was no less aggress ive  i n  
p u r s u i t  of its aims but  more near ly  "moderatew i n  its 
a t t i t u d e  on t h e  i s s u e  i n  contention--namely, whether t o  
a t t a c k  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  openly, e s p e c i a l l y  Liu Shao- 
c h i  and h i s  wife.  

On t h e  morning of 19 August, according t o  t h e s e  
l e f t i s t  m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  l e f t i s t s  put  up p o s t e r s  denouncing 
Mme. Liu and demanding t h a t  s h e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  campus f o r  
criticism (she had not  ye t  submitted her  s e l f - d r  iticism) , 
but  t h e s e  l e f t i s t s  were immediately denounced by b the r  
f o r c e s ,  which put  up counter-posters  and r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  
of t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of pub l i c  a t t a c k s  on c e n t r a l  p a r t y  lead- 
ers. 

On t h e  evening of 1 9  August, a meeting was he ld  
a t  Tsinghua t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  ques t ion  of r e i n s t a t i n g  Kuai 
Ta-fu and o t h e r  l e f t i s t s ,  a meeting pres ided over  by a 
member of t h e  p rov i s iona l  prepara tory  committee a t  
Tsinghua, i .e. t h e  new c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  committee 
subordinate  t o  Chen Po-ta 's  cenkra l  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
group." Although t h i s  o f f i c i a l  had been among those  
pos t ing  c r i t i c i s m  of We. Liu i n  t h e  morning, he d i d  
no t  a l low. the  l e f t i s t s  t o  dominate t h e  meeting a s  com- 
p l e t e l y  a s  t h e y  wished; he seems t o  have supported t h e  
a c t u a l  chairman i n  r e f u s i n g  t o  permit t h e  l e f t i s t s  t o  
d e l i v e r  a number of lengthy prepared speeches,  f o r c i n g  
them t o  speak b r i e f l y  and i n e f f e c t u a l l y .  When t h e  l e f t -  
ists p r o t e s t e d  t h i s ,  another  group of Red Guards--appar- 
e n t l y  r epresen t ing  t h e  same f o r c e s  which hrSd pu t  up 
counter -pos ters  i n  t h e  morning--moved i n  t o  suppress  them, 
d i s t r i b u t e d  propaganda, bea t  up a t  l e a s t  one l e f t i s t  , 
and tobk over  t h e  meeting completely. The lef t is t  
m a t e r i a l s  charge t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  committee wi th  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s ,  and, by impl ica t ion ,  Chen 
Po-ta, although he w a s  not  named on t h i s  occasion.  

On 22 August, a s  noted earlier, Chou En-lai  spoke 
again  a t  Tsinghua and i n c i t e d  t h e  revo lu t ionary  s t u d e n t s  
i n  genera l  terms aga ins t  t h e  p a r t y  apparatus (not  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  l e a d e r s ) ,  and express ly  enaouraged them t o  s a y  almost 



anything they  l i k e d  i n  t h e i r  wall-posters ,  t o  "debatew 
i n  t h i s  way, and t o  form a s  many kinds of Red Guard 
o rgan iza t ions  a s  they  cared t o .  This  apparent ly  gave 
f r e s h  encouragement both t o  t h e  l e f t i s t s  and t o  t h e  
moderates a t  Tsinghua. 

On 24 August, according t o  t h e  l e f t i s t  ma te r i a l s ,  
t h e r e  was a more s e r i o u s  inc'ident , 1 ikewise ind ica t ing ,  
i n  t h e  l e f t i s t  view, t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion  committee (and by imp1 i c a t  ion Chen Po-t a 's .  
c e n t r a l  group) were pseudo-revolut ionar  ies, a c t u a l l y  
suppor te r s  of t h e  " r i g h t w  ( the  moderates). Following 
Chouts speech, t h e  lef t i s ts  had ev iden t ly  put  up a number 
of new p o s t e r s ,  c r i t i c i z i n g  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  in- 
c luding Chou himself,  the  Peking p a r t y  committee, t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y ' s  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group, and t h e  moderate 
elements of t h e  Red Guards, but  mainly denouncing Liu 
Shao-chi. According t o  t h e  l e f t i s t  m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  
moderates i n  t h e  af ternoon and evening of 24 August took 
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  an " inc identw aimed a t  d i s c r e d i t i n g  t h e  
l e f t i s t s ,  i n  t h e  course of which, among o the r  th ings ,  they  
demonstrated s o  f i e r c e l y  aga ins t  l e f t i s t  Red  Guards mebt- 
i n g  i n  a middle-school t h a t  t h e  school  was forced t o  
dec la re  a s t a t e  of s i e g e ,  seized c o n t r o l  of t h e  univer- 
s i t y ' s  r ad io - s t a t ion ,  t o r e  down a l l  o r  most of t h e  of- 
f ens ive  p o s t e r s ,  and assaul tedpeople  along t h e  way. The 
l eader  of t h e  moderates, Ho Peng-fei, although among 
those  c r i t i c i z i n g  Mme. Liu f i v e  days earlier, is s a i d  t o  
have denounced t h e  lef t i s ts  a s  anti-Mao, t o  have p ra i sed  
Chou En-lai ,  and t o  have threa tened t o  "settle accountsw 
with those  'post ing c r i t i c i s m s  of c e n t r a l  l eaders .  In 
t h e  l e f t i s t  doclunent which g ives  t h e  most d e t a i l e d  account 
of t h i s ,  t h e  inc iden t  is s a i d  t o  have been sponsored by 
o f f i c i a l s  of W e .  Liu ' s  d i s c r e d i t e d  work-team (of which 
she  was not  t h e  head), but t h e  evidence f o r  t h i s  seems 
i n f e r e n t i a l ,  namely t h e  content  of t h e  p o s t e r s  (pre- 
dominantly anti-Liu) and t h e  f a c t  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on 
t h e  moderate s i d e  by L i u ' s  daughter (who had mildly c r i t i -  
cized h e r  stepmother 's work wi th  t h e  work-team j u s t  t h r e e  
days e a r l i e r ) ,  and t h i s  sponsorship seems most improbable, 
a s  t h e  work-team was i n  enough t r o u b l e  a l ready.  A t  another  
po in t  i n  t h e  l e f t i s t  m a t e r i a l s ,  Red Guards involved i n  
t h e  inc iden t  a r e  s a i d  t o  have disclaimed knowledge of t h e  



people  behind t h e  a c t i o n ,  bu t  o t h e r s  on t h e  scene  a r e  
s a i d  t o  have s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  was t aken  on t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  of Chen Po-ta w i th  t h e  approval  of h i s  "cul- 
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group." 

As noted  p rev ious ly ,  t h e r e  is no evidence t h a t  
Red Guards be ing  b r i e f e d  by p a r t y  l o a d e r s  were g iven  
s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s  t o  a t t a c k ,  and, s i m i l a r l y ,  t h e r e  is no 
ev idence  i n  t h e  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  "ordersw were 
passed t o  any Red Guard f a c t i o n  s e c r e t l y  from any cor-  
responding group o r  f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p .  
Neve r the l e s s ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  m i l i t a n t s  appeared t o  
feel  t h a t  t h e y  were expres s ing  t h e  w i l l  of  Mao and Lin  
P iao ,  and t h e  r eco rd  of Mao's occas iona l  s t a t emen t s  and 
L i n t s  speeches  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  were r i g h t  
about t h a t  i n  a  g e n e r a l  s ense ,  a l though no t  i n  a l l  re- 
s p e c t s  (e.g. w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  a t t a c k i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  t a r -  
g e t s  a t  p a r t i c u l a r  times) . The m i l  i t a n t s  a l s o  appeared 
t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r  opponents were e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  d i f f e r -  
e n t  w i l l  of  Chou En- l a i  and Chen Po-ta,  but  an assess -  
ment of t h i s  is t r i c k i e r .  Chen, regarded  always a s  a  
d i r e c t  spokesman f o r  Mao, had .no t  been apprec i ab ly  ' s o f t -  
er '  t h a n  Mao and Lin ,  and may have been he ld  r e s p o n s i b l e  
by m i l i t a n t  Red Guards f o r  s o f t e r  p o s i t i o n s  t aken  by . 
o t h e r  members of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group" which 
he  headed; Chou f o r  h i s  p a r t  had a p p a r e n t l y  t o l d  t h e  Red 
Guards what Mao and L in  had d i r e c t e d  him t o  t e l l  them 
b u t  had u s u a l l y  sugges ted  a p e r s o n a l  d i s t a s t e  f o r  t h e  
most m i l i t a n t  p o s i t i o n s ;  on ba l ance ,  t h e  Red Guards 
seemed r i g h t  i n  g e n e r a l  i n  r e g a r d i n g  Chou a s  t h e  spokes- 
man f o r  what was--relatively--a moderate p o s i t i o n .  

I 
some o b s e r v a t i o n s  a t  t h e  t i m e  on 

a r  s t a g e  or zhe "cul  u r a l  r e v o l u t  iontV which seemed and 
still seem sound: 

Many of  t h e  motives impe l l i ng  t h e  
l e a d e r s  t o  launch such  a  movement must 
remain a  ma t t e r  of s p e c u l a t i o n .  One was 
presumably B wish t o  b r i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  t o  a  peak of v i o l e n t  p h y s i c a l  
a c t i o n ,  t o  b r i n g  it out  from t h e  P a r t y  
headqua r t e r s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n t o  



t h e  s t r e e t s .  This  was t h e  touch of t e r r o r  
which according t o  Mao any r e c t i f i c a t i o n  
.movement r e q u i r e s ;  its size, s o  much 
greaSer than  anything t h a t  has occurred 
i n  Communist China be fo re , ,  may be taken 
as an ind ica t ion  of how c r u c i a l  t h e  i s s u e s  
behind t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  appear t o  
t h e  present  l e a d e r s .  

Another o b j e c t i v e  must have been 
r e v o l u t  ionary educat ion f o r  t h e  younger 
genera t ion . .  . H e r e ,  as s o  o f t e n  i n  t h i s  
s t o r y ,  we r e t u r n  t o  Maafs obsess ive  f e a r s  
about China's youth and h i s  desire t o  
t r a i n  a r a c e  of r e l i a b l e  successors .  Th i s  
was an at tempt t o  provide a s y n t h e t i c  
r evo lu t ionary  experience.  . . find7 t o  commit 
t h e  educated youth, a l l  potEntTa1 bourgeois 
r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  aga ins t  t h e  bourgeoisie ,  
t o  a t t a c h  them f i n a l l y  t o  Mao and t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  by engaging them i n  v i o l e n t  
and i r revocable  a c t s ,  t o  ensure  t h e i r  
l o y a l t y  by involvdng them i n  c o l l e c t i v e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  o r  g u i l t .  

A t h i r d  motive was almost c e r t a i n l y  
connected with t h e  cont inuing struggle 
i n s i d e  t h e  party...The des igna t ion  of 
those  wi th in  t h e  p a r t y  a s  t h e  main t a r -  
g e t s  and t h e  evidence of r e s i s t a n c e  from 
l o c a l  Par ty  men i n  the  provinces. .  . lead 
t o  t h e  conclusiolrs t h a t  t h e  Red, Guards... 
provided t h e  a n v i l  on which Pa r ty  cr i t ics  
of t h e  Maoist l i n e  were t o  be pounded. 
The Red Guards may w e l l  have been c rea ted  
t o  e f f e c t  t h e  purge of t h e  Par ty  from 
below. . . 

The center l  of d is turbance  and of 
i n t e r e s t  f i s  of e a r l y  ~ e p t e m b e r 7  has 
s h i f t e d  t5 t h e  provinces. In Peking t h e  
p o s t e r s  hand f o r l o r n l y  from t h e  wa l l s  
and t h e  pa r ty  is over .  B u t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  



revo lu t ion  i t s e l f  continues...What we have i 
seen is only one p a r t i c u l a r l y  b l o o d t h i r s t y  
engagement i n  what t h e  Chinese l e a d e r s  them- 
s e l v e s  t e l l  us is a long campaign. 

September: The Subsidence of t he  Red Guards 

In  l a t e  August Maols new team i n  Peking had given 
an appearance of concern about those  aspec t s  of Red Guard 
a c t i v i t y  which were g e t t i n g  o r  might g e t  out  of hand, a l -  
though evidence was l a c k i n g  t h a t  Mao and h i s  new team 
up t o  t h a t  t i m e  had wanted it any more i n  hand than it 
had been. (In o t h e r w o r d s ,  Mao and t h e  new team had 
wished t o  have a large degree of d i so rde r ,  had i n  f a c t  
called upon t h e  young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  not  t o  f e a r  d i s -  
o rde r ,  had seen t h i s  a s  e s s e n t i a l  i n  order  t o  t e r r o r i z e  
t h e  populace and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  s t r i k e  f e a r  i n t o  p a r t y  
f  unct ionar  ies , and nww , having. made t h e i r  poin t ,  were 
w i l l i n g  t o  a s s e r t  f a l s e l y  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards had exceeded 
t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s . )  Chen Y i  a t  t h a t  time ( s h o r t l y  be- 
f o r e  30 August) had t o l d  a  v i s i t o r  t h a t  t h e  Chinese lead-' 
e r s  were planning t o  b r i n g  t o  a  speedy end t h e  Hexcesses" 
of t h e  Red Guards, and on 28 August People's Daily--in 
an e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d  "Revolutionary Young Peop leshou ld  
Learn from t h e  PLA1*--had c a l l e d  f o r  g r e a t e r  d i s c i p l i n e .  
Noting t h a t  Mao himself had o r i g i n a l l y  issued t h i s  c a l l ,  
t h e  p a r t y  newspaper a s s e r t e d  t h a t  the Red Guards and 
"other  revolut ionary  oyganizat ionsw had been e s t a b l i s h e d  
with t h e  PLA as t h e i r  model, and asked them t o  " l ea rn  
still b e t t e r  from t h e  PLA" t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  "three main 
r u l e s  of d i s c i p l i n e  and t h e  e i g h t  p o i n t s  f o r  a t t e n t i o n w  
s t i p u l a t e d  by Mao, t o  "adhere t o  mass d i s c i p l i n e , "  and 
t o  defend t h e  "people 's i n t e r e s t s w  and " s t a t e  property." 
it pointed out  t h a t  t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  had c a l l e d  
f o r  reasoning,  not  coerc ion  or fo rce ,  and said--as t h e  
8 August d e c l e a r a t i o n  had not--that t h i s  was app l i cab le  
even t o  "those i n  a u t h o r i t y  who a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t i c  
roadN (i .e. ,  even t o  t h e  p a r t y  f i g u r e s  previous i d e n t i -  
f i e d  a s  t h e  main t a r g e t s ) .  In  o t h e r  words, now t h a t  t h e  
Red Guards had c o r r e c t l y  read  and ac ted  upon t h e  m i l i t a n t  
emphasis of the  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n ,  and subsequent 



commentaries, t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  could r e t r e a t  f o r  a  whi le  
i n t o  one of t h e  c a u t i o n a r y  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n .  
L in  P i a o  and o t h e r s  of  t h e  new team were soon t o  c a l l  more 
c l e a r l y  f o r  d i sc ip l ine - - a  d i s c i p l i n e  which i f  e f f e c t e d  
would permi t  t h e  Red Guards t o  be used i n  a  more o r d e r l y  
way, over  t h e  l o n g  t e r m ,  a g a i n s t  a narrower r ange  of tar- 
g e t s .  

On 31 August t h e r e  was another  huge r a l l y  of "revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  t e a c h e r s  and s tudents ' '  i n  Peking, i n  which Mao 
had t h e  s t a r r i n g  r o l e s .  Mao a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  r a l l y  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  c a r ,  accompanied by L in ,  Ho Lung (another  old- t ime 
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  and o f f i c e r  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Com- 
mittee),  Hsieh Fu-chih (st ill Min i s t e r  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y ,  
d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had been a  p ro t ege  o f  Teng Hsiao- 
p ing ) ,  and Yang Cheng-wu (commander of  t h e  Peking head- 
q u a r t e r s  of t h e  PLA) ; t h e r e  seems no doubt t h a t  Mao in -  
tended i n  t h i s  way t o  emphasize t h e  degree t o  which t h e  
new team u n i t e d  and r e s t e d  upon t h e  reg ime ' s  i n s t rumen t s  
of f o r c e .  I n  t h e  second c a r  were t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h -  
r ank ing  l e a d e r s ,  Chou En- l a i  and Tao Chu, a long  wi th  
Chiang Ching (Mao's wi fe )  and ano the r  p a r t y  l e a d e r  (not  
Chen Po-ta,  f i f t h - r ank ing ,  who was missing,  b u t  Nieh 
Jung-chen, a  new f i g u r e  i n  t h e  i nne r  c i r c l e ) .  Back i n  
t h e  t h i r d  c a r  were t h e  demoted l e a d e r s  of  t h e  o l d  p a r t y  
appa ra tus ,  L iu  Shao-chi and Teng IIsiao-ping. 

The r a l l y  was opened by Chiang Ching i n  h e r  c a p a c i t y  
a s  f i r s t  "deputy head of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group," 
and was a p p a r e n t l y  p re s ided  ove r  by h e r  ( t hus  maintained 
c o n t i n u i t y ,  a s  Chen Po-ta had p re s ided  ove r  t h e  f i r s t  r a l l y ) .  
L i n  P i ao  and Chou En- la i  a g a i n  made t h e  s p e e c h e s n  L i n  



s t r o n g l y  pra ised  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Red Guards t o  
d a t e  i n  des t roying t h e  "four o lds ."  He went on, however, 
t o  c a l l  upon t h e  Red Guards t o  "d is t inguish  who a r e  our 
enemies and who a r e  our friends," t o  "uni te  wi th  t h e  
g r e a t  major i ty  and concent ra te  a l l  fo rces  on s t r i k i n g  
a t  t h e  handful of bourgeois r i g h t i s t s  .I1 The "main t a r g e t  
of t h e  a t t a c k , "  he s a i d ,  must be "those persons i n  power 
who have wormed t h e i r  way i n t o  t h e  p a r t y  and are t a k i n g  
t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road." In t h i s  formulat ion,  Lin was 
r e i t e r a t i n g  almost verbatim t h e  l i n e  which had been taken 
i n  t h e  m i l i t a n t  por t ions  of t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  and 
by Red Flag  on 10 August. (It seems important t o  recognize 
t h a € T i i Z E  h i s  August and September speeches was not  

I 
o r i g i n a t i n g  a new 1 i n e  , but  ident  i f  ying himself p r imar i ly  
with t h e  m i l i t a n t  elements of t h e  e x i s t i n g  l i n e . )  Thus 
r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  range of Bed Guard a c t i v i t y  while i n c i t -  
ing  them anew aga ins t  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  Lin went on t o  l i n e  
up with t h e  28 August People 's  Daily on t h e  means of 
s t r u g g l e  (l'Don't h i t  people," n735-Zen t h e  bad "persons 
i n  powerf1), and t o  desc r ibe  t h e  Red Guards a s  "the shock 
force.. .of t h e  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  revolut ion  and a powerful 
r e s e r v e  fo rce  of t h e  People ' s Libera t ion  Army. lr 

Chou En-lai a l s o  p ra i sed  t h e  Red Guards, but  he 
went on t o  emphasize t h e  need f o r  a  d i s c i p l i n e  a s  s t r o n g  
a s  t h e  PLA1s, and he d i d  not  i n c i t e  t h e  Red Guards t o  
f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  aga ins t  p a w  l e a d e r s  a s  Lin had. S t a t i n g  
express ly  what L i n  had simply implied, Chou asked t h e  
Red Guards t o  bu i ld  themselves i n t o  a  d i s c i p l i n e d  body 
and t o  become a " r e l i a b l e  r e se rve  force1' of t h e  PLA, 

During t h e  f i r s t  two weeks of September t h e r e  were 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Peking intended t o  put  t h e  
brake on t h e  Red Guard movement as a whole, while  shaping 
it up a s  a  permanent v e h i c l e  on t h e  PLA model--a v e h i c l e  
which could be d r iven  headlong i f  s o  d e s i r e d  f o r  a period 
of weeks, o r  used t o  run  over  given ind iv idua l s  while  
missing o t h e r s ,  and then r e l i a b l y  slowed o r  ha l t ed .*  The 

*Delegations from both Red Guard u n i t s  and t h e  p a r t y  
committees they  had been a t t a c k i n g  were repor ted  t o  be 
t rooping i n t o  Peking i n  , t h i s  period t o  appeal t o  t h e  
p a r t y  c e n t e r .  



p a r t y ' s  a c t i o n s  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  l i k e  o t h e r s  cannot be f i t t e d  
n e a t l y  i n t o  a  clearly-def  ined period,  owing t o  t h e  l a c k  
of synchroniza t ion ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l a g  behind Peking it- 
s e l f ;  a s  previous ly  noted, t h e  Red Guards i n  Peking had 
begun t o  slow down a t  t h e  end of August, while Red Guards 
a t  many o t h e r  p laces  ( inc luding Red Guards from Peking) 
were st aging r i o t s  u n t i l  mid-September . B u t  t h e  a c t  ions 
taken i n  Peking of course indica ted  i n t e n t i o n s  a s  regards  
the conduct of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v ~ l u t i o n ' ~  a s  a  whole. 

Following up on t h e  admonitory e d i t o r i a l s  and 
admonitory elements of l eaders '  speeches of l a t e  A u g u s t ,  
People 's  D a i l y  r e i t e r a t e d  on 5 September t h a t  it was t h e  
p a r t y ' s  p o l i c y  t o  l 'struggle By Reasoning, Not By Coercion 
o r  Forcew ( the  t i t l e  of an e d i t o r i a l  t h a t  day) .* And 
on 7 September t h e  p a r t y  newspaper t o l d  t h e  Red Guards 
d i r e c t l y  t h a t  they  were not t o  i n t e r f e r e  with productive 
work and should i n  f a c t  organize themselves t o  a s s i s t  wi th  
t h e  autumn harves t .  (There had i n  f a c t  been a number of 
r epor t s -  -of t h e  closing-down of 
f actorie! owing t o  Hed Guard Jet i v i t y ,  and of t h e  disrup- 
t i o n  of work and morale i n  communes.) The paper went on 
t o  say  t h a t  t h e  l eaders  of economic u n i t s  should e s t a b l i s h  
two teams--one "mainlyu f o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolut ion ,  one 
"mainly" f o r  product ion.  

eptember t a lked  with the  Ithead- 
~ r $ o ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l o ~ f  'tk Red Guard groups going t o  t h e  
south,  and on 10 September gave an extens ive  b r i e f i n g  t o  

-be p a r t y  on t h e  same da te  put  i n  b e t t e r  order  its 
plans  f o r  br inging provincia l  s t u d e n t s  t o  Peking f o r  in- 
d o c t r i n a t  ion.  A l a t e r  wall-poster  c i t e s  a  party-govern- 
ment d i r e c t i v e  of 5 September e s t a b l i s h i n g  quotas,  teacher-  
s tudent  r a t i o s ,  length  of s t a y  (four  days) ,  and respon- 
s i b i l i t y  f o r  food and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  It does not appear,  
however, t h a t  such good order  was achieved. 



Red Guards going o u t  t o  many a reas .  According t o  t h e  re-  
por ted  (and c r e d i b l e )  t e x t  of t h e  l a t t e r  b r i e f i n g ,  Chou 
emphasized t h e  importance of organiza t ion  and d i s c i p l i n e ,  
and of waging t h e  s t r u g g l e  by "reasoning, l1 even though 
t h e  objective was t o  glsmasl~.tl (Chou cited t h e  8 August 
d e c l a r a t i o n ,  Lin Piao ' s  31 August speech, and t h e  5 
September ed i t o r  i a l  a s  guide1 i n e s  . ) 

Chou i n  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  went on t o  t e l l  t h e  Red 
Guards t h a t  they  had t h e  r i g h t  s p i r i t  but  a l s o  had a  l o t  
t o  l e a r n ,  They must l e a r n  from Mao's works, from t h e i r  
own s tudy  and inves t iga t ion ,  and from e a r l i e r  Red Guard 
exped i t ions .  If they  could not so lve  problems f o r  them- 
s e l v e s ,  they  could--in order--ask t h e  Peking headquarters  
f o r  t h e i r  region f o r  a  d i r e c t i v e ,  ask t h e i r  l e a d e r s  r e -  
maining i n  Peking, o r  ask t h e  appropr ia te  s e c t i o n  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  % u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group." If they followed 
t h i s  course,  Chou sa id ,  they  could avoid ttunpleasant 
c l a s h e s  wi th  o the r  Red Guard u n i t s .  After  t e l l i n g  t h e  
students--but apparent ly f a i l i n g  t o  emphasize--that only 
"a fewTt of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  represented  t h e  enemy, Chou 
again  emphasized t h e  importance of good behavior,  in- 
s t r u c t i n g  them not  t o  i n t e r f e r e  with l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  revo- 
l u t i o n  committees o r  l o c a l  Red Guards, and not t o  f i g h t  
w i t h  o t h e r  Red Guards ( " th i s  is t h e  t h i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  
Peking f e a r  mostm) . * 

Chou re turned t o  t h e  po in t  t h a t  t h e  Red Guard move- 
ment was not  t o  r e l y  on d i r e c t i v e s  from t h e  top ,  t h a t  it 
was t o  work o u t  t h e  "revolution1+ f o r  i t s e l f  s o  f a r  a s  pos- 
s i b l e ,  "ge t t ing  help  from ou t s ide  only  when necessary ," 
He d id  i n s t r u c t  them d i r e c t l y ,  however, not  t o  i n t e r f e r e  
wi th  production,  not even t o  v i s i t  production e n t e r p r i s e s  
without  permiss ion from t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
bodies.  J u s t  a s  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  were l e t t i n g  t h e  Red 
Guards s o l v e  t h e i r  own problems, Chou s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Red 
Guards should have confidence t h a t  t h e  workers could do 
t h e  same. Chou took note tha t0  i n  some ins tances  workers 

- 
-er CcCount off h i s  b r i e f i n g  s t a t e s  t h a t  Chou 

i a l s o  e x p l a i n e d ' t h a t  a  person's  family background was not 
i t h e  only  cons ide ra t ion  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  h i s  r e l i a b i l i t y .  

The aomdnant p a r t y  l e a d e r s  were l a t e r  (December) t o  charge 
t h a t  t h e i r  opponents had used t h i s  very i s s u e  t o  g e t  t h e  

I Red Guards f i g h t i n g  among themselves ins tead  of aga ins t  
Maots opponents. 



had been organized t o  coun te r - a t t ack  Red Guards, and s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  concerned had been t o l d  t o  s o l v e  
problems through "d iscuss ions .  He noted f u r t h e r  t h a t  
p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  some a r e a s  could be expected t o  o b s t r u c t  
o r  even t o  t r y  t o  suppress  t h e  Red Guards, and t h e s e  
people  must be s t r u g g l e d  a g a i n s t ,  as t h e y  might prove t o  
be conse rva t ives  of t h e  t y p e  who dominated t h e  pe r iod  of 
June and J u l y .  I n  o t h e r  words, a l though Chou d i d  no t  s a y  
s o  e x p l i c i t l y ,  t h e  Red Guards would be t e s t i n g  t h e  l o c a l  
p a r t y  leaders - - in  effect  , t e s t i n g  wheth-fhevarious 
olements  of  t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus  o u t s i d e  t h e  c e n t e r  would 
l i n e  up behind Liu  Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping o r  would 
t r y  i n s t e a d  t o  demonstrate t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  new 
team. 

Speaking then  t o  t h e  Red Guards scheduled t o  v i s i t  
Shanghai (some 20,000, bn t h i s  wave) Chou d i scussed  
a t  l e n g t h  t h e  flcomplicatedw s i t u a t i o n  i n  Shanghai, b u t  he  
d i d  not  a s s i g n  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s ,  which would have been 
a w a y t o  work through t h e  compl ica t ions ;  he s imply t o l d  
them not t o  a t t a c k  "a t  random," no t  t o  i n s u l t  f o r e i g n e r s ,  
and t o  c o n s u l t  wi th  o t h e r  Red Guards; and, i n  f a c t ,  later 
i n  t h e  speech,  he e x p l i c i t l y  d e c l i n e d  t o  say which organi-  
z a t i o n s  i n  Shanghai were regarded  a s  good and which a s  
bad, s a y i n g  t h a t  he  t r u s t e d  t h e  Red Guards t o  r e s o l v e  t h i s  
themselves .  S imi l a r ly ,  i n  speak ing  of  t h e  t r i c k y  a r e a  
of S inkiang  and of t h e  "complex" s i t u a t i o n s  i n  Sian and 
Lanchow ( t h e r e  had been s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  i n  both of 
t h e s e  a l s o ) ,  Chou took  no te  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  "two d i f f e r -  
ing viewpoints" among Red Guards--meaning, presumably, 
m i l i t a n t  and moderate--but d i d  no t  t e l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  
one wing o r  t h e  o t h e r  had t h e  e s r s e m e n t  of  t h e  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  l a t e r  in t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  he e x p l i c i t l y  
took no te  t h a t  t h e  Peking Red Guards were d iv ided  i n t o  
t h r e e  headquar te rs ,  and expressed  no f avor  f o r  any one 
over  t h e  o t h e r s ,  s ay ing  merely t h a t  each  should  s t a y  o u t  
of t h e  o t h e r  headquar te rs .  

Op 11 September Peop le ' s  Daily r e tu rned  t o  a propo- 
s i t i o n  t h a t  had been put  forward-he 8 August dec l a ra -  
t i o n  and had been s p e l l e d  ou t  by t h e  p a r t y  newspaper it- 
s e l f  on 23 August--namely, t h a t  t h e  t a r g e t s  of t h e  R e d  
Guards were no t  t o  be allowed t o  f i g h t  back, t o  organize  
r e s i s t a n c e .  Quoting t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  t o  t h e  



e f f e c t  t h a t  I t i t  is not permit ted,  whatever t h e  p r e t e x t ,  
t o  i n c i t e  t h e  masses t o  str 'uggle agains t  one another ,  o r  
t o  i n c i t e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  do likewise,19 t h e  11 September 
e d i t o r i a l  took note  (as  it had on 23 August) t h a t  "respon- 
s i b l e  persons i n  some l o c a l i t i e s  and u n i t s  openly de f i ed  
t h i s  dec i s ion ,  . . . c rea ted  va r ious  p r e t e x t s  t o  suppress t h e  
mass movement,,..even i n c i t e d  a number of workers and 
peasants .  . . t o  oppose and antagonize t h e  revo lu t ionary  
s t u d e n t s .  " (There were of course many more ins tances  of 
t h i s  a s  of 11 September than  a s  of 23 ~ u g u s t : )  , The news- 
paper r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  such r e s i s t a n c e  w a s  "d iametr ica l ly  
counterw t o  Maols d i r e c t i v e s ,  and t h a t  a "f irm s t rugg le"  
would be waged aga ins t  anyone s o  f o o l i s h  a s  t o  resist lao.* 
This  e d i t o r i a l  could of course be read a s  t h e  c o r o l l a r y  
t o  t h e  admonitions t o  t h e  Red Guards i n  t h a t  period--bet ter  
d i s c i p l i n e  f o r  t h e  Red Guards, less r e s i s t a n c e  from t h e  
W r t y  l e a d e r s  a t t acked ,  a n e a t e r  s c r i p t  a l l  around. B u t  
t h i s  could ha rd ly  have been s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  who were then  under a t t a c k  o r  expected t o  be a t -  
tacked:  even if assured i n  advance t h a t  they  were i n  good 
favor  and would j u s t  be p laying out  a f a r c e  (a  very few 
such assurances may have been g iven) ,  acquiescence i n  
t h i s  role--public  humil ia t ion  by children--would undermine 
t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  fo rever  and t h u s  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  perform 
t h e  jobs they  were t r y i n g  t o  keep.** This  was sqon proved 
t o  be t h e  case ,  i n  Heilungkiang, where a f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  
i n  high favor  w i t h  Peking 'found h i s -  p rov inc ia l  committee 
t o  be paralyzed,  a f t e r  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  m i l i t a n t  a t t a c k  by 
Red Guards. 

*It would seem t h a t  those  who had "openly def iedw a 
c e n t r a l  committee d i r e c t i v e  would have t o  be s e v e r e l y  
punished a t  a l a t e r  s t a g e  of t h e  campaign, i f  t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee and its subordinate  organs were ever  t o  e x e r c i s e  
a u t h o r i t y  again.  

**The Book80f Job comments on t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n :  'lUnto 
me  men gave . e a r ,  and waited,  and: kept  s i l e n c e  a t  my 
counsel .  After  my words they  spake not again . . .  But now 
they  t h a t  a r e  younger than  I hold me i n  d e r i s i o n ,  whose 
f a t h e r s  I would not have s e t  w i t h  t h e  dogs of my f lock . "  



In t h e  same period (da t ing  from l a t e  August, i n  
Peking),  p o s t e r s  were observed reminding t h e  Red Guards 
of t h e i r  subordinat ion  t o  / cu l tu ra l?7  '*revolut ionary com- 
mi t t ees , "  and warning them-not t o  aTtack "old revolut ion-  
a r y  c a d r e s , '  nor t o  use fo rce  except aga ins t  those  t a r g e t s  
" r a t i f i e d  by t h e  central committee" and municipal commit- 
t e e s ,  nor t o  s e a r c h  t h e  houses of " revolut ionary  cadresw 
(pa r ty  members?) except when r a t i f i e d  a s  above, nor even 
t o  search  "bad elements" unless  i n  coordinat ion  with t h e  
l o c a l  pol  ice and pub1 i c  s e c u r i t y  o f f  i c  i a l s  . * 

In  t h i s  period of e a r l y  September, t h e  regime ap- 
peared t o  be t a k i n g  o rgan iza t iona l  measures t o  ensure 
t h e  continuing coordinat ion  of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Red 
Guards i n  a given province o r  munic ipal i ty ,  and perhaps 
even on a na t iona l  b a s i s .  P rov inc ia l  broadcas ts  and wall- 
p o s t e r s  f i r s t  spoke of a "Red Guard General Headquarters 
of Univers i t i e s  and Colleges i n  Peking," and soon o t h e r  
"General Headquarterst1 were repor ted  a s  having been es tab-  
l i s h e d  by a prepara tory  committee. The o b j e c t i v e s  were 
s t a t e d  by one p rov inc ia l  broadcast a s  being t o  "organize, 
merge, unify,  and handle mat ters  under c e n t r a l i z e d  can- 
t r o l . "  The regime seemed t o  intend t o  combine a l l  of 
t h e  indiv idual  Red Guard tlheadquarters" r ep resen t  ing 
s e p a r a t e  types  of schoo l s  i n t o  a t r u e  general  headquart- 
ers f o r  a given area--one represen t ing  first a l l  types  
of schools  and then a l l  types of Red Guard a c t i v i t y  i n  
t h e  area.** The establ ishment  of headquarters  i n  a given 

*Vis i to r s  t o  Tientsxn i n  mid-September repor ted  wa l l s  
and v e h i c l e s  covered wi th  p o s t e r s  saying "use peaceful  
methods, not violence." 

**A diplomat i n  Peking a t  t h i s  t ime saw a p o s t e r  dated 
15 September announcing t h a t  on 13 September t h e r e  had 
been held  t h e  " f i r s t  congress f o r  t h e  General Headquart- 
e r s  of t h e  Red Guards among i n d u s t r i a l  workers i n  Peking." 
The n o t i c e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  meeting had "elected1* a f u l l  
l*preparatory committee. l1 The diplomat commented t h a t  
t h i s ,  on t h e  face  of it, looked l i k e  a s t e p  toward s e t t i n g  
up permanent Red Guard organiza t ions  i n  e n t e r p r i s e s  
throughout t h e  country,  and he surmised t h a t  would 
( footnote  continued on page 86) 



a r e a  was normally ce lebra ted  i n  a r a l l y  at tended by lead- 
ing  f i g u r e s  of t h e  p rov inc ia l  and/or municipal p a r t y  com- 
mittee, of t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  committee, and 
of t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  headquarters ,  with speeches by one 
o r  more ind iv idua l s  from each such group., These Red Guard 
headquarters  "e lec tedw t h e i r  o f f i c e r s ,  and were then sup- 
p l i e d  with " i n s t r u c t o r s H  from t h e  l o c a l  PLA headquarters .  

Three of  t h e s e  p rov inc ia l  accounts r e f e r r e d  t o  a 
poss ib le  n a t i o n a l  headquarters  of t h e  Red Guards. One 
(Mukden radio)  spoke of an "Amalgamated General Headquart- 
ers of t h e  Red Guards,ll and two o t h e r s  ( i n  South China) 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  "combined commandf1 of t h e  Red Guards, 
one of them (Kweiyang) spec i fy ing  t h a t  t h e  Red Guard 
headquarters  i n  Kweichow had been e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a r e s u l t  
of a proposal of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h i s  "combined com- 
mand" and l o c a l  c o l l e g e s .  It was not  a t  a l l  c l e a r ,  how- 
e v e r ,  what t h e  components of t h i s  "combined command" were; 
while it would have made sense  f o r  t h e  "combined commandw 
t o  be simply t h e  command of a genera l  headquarters ,  repre-  
s e n t i n g  many types  of Red Guard u n i t s ,  t h e  Kweiyang broad- 
c a s t  spoke of t h e  headquarters  i t s e l f  a s  having been 
e s t a b l i s h e d  p a r t l y  on t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  of t h e  "combined 
commandw ( t h a t  is, t h e  combined command e x i s t e d  f i r s t )  ; 
t h u s  t h e  "combined commandt1 may have been composed of 
l o c a l  l e a d e r s  of t h e  p a r t y  committees, t h e  c u l t u r a l  revo- 
l u t i o n  bodies,  and t h e  PLA. Neither was t h e r e  any way 
t o  judge whether t h e r e  was a "combined command1* i n  Peking. 
Subsequent. m a t e r i a l s  gave no ind ica t ion  of a na t iona l  
headquarters .  

( footnote continued from page 85) 

include llsupervising t h e  Par ty  l eadersh ip  i n  t h e s e  or- 
gan iza t  ions.  " Nothing f u r t h e r  was heard of t h i s  "general 
headquartersw a t  t h e  time, but  it was e v i d e n t l y  a f i r s t  
s t e p  toward t h e  new veh ik les  t h a t  emerged i n  January. 
Perhaps t h e  September po l i cy  was reverSed or  he ld  i n  
abeyance before  being reaff irmed i n  p a r t y  d i r e c t i v e s  i n  
December. 



Another important o rgan iza t iona l  measure taken i n  
I t h i s  per iod ,  i n  o rde r  t o  slow t h e  momentum of t h e  Red 

Guards and g e t  o r  keep them under c o n t r o l ,  was t h e  es tab-  
l ishment of Red Guard Control Squads, a kind of m i l i t a r y  
po l i ce  (but with l a r g e r  powers) given complete uniforms 
and appreciable  t r a i n i n g .  The f i r s t  of t h e s e  was repor ted  
i n  Peking a t  t h e  end of August, and another  soon appeared 
i n  T i e n t s i n .  These were sa id- - l ike  p a r t y  pronouncements 
and wall-posters--to have ordered Red  Guards t o  s t o p  using 
coerc ion  ( inc luding t o r t u r e )  and t o  adhere t o  t h e  16-point 
d i r e c t i v e  of 8 August, and t o  recognize a t  a l l  t imes  t h e  

I a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and municipal committees; 
, t hey  were f u r t h e r  s a i d  t o  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  expel  

d i s repu tab le  elements and t o  t e a r  down p o s t e r s  t h a t  d i d  
not r e f l e c t  t h e  t r u e  i h t e n t i o n s  of t h e  p a r t y  l eadersh ip .  
One p o s t e r ,  d a t i n g  t h e  dec i s ion  t o  e s t a b l i s h  them a s  
25 August, descr ibed them a s  t h e  e l i t e  corps of t h e  Red 
Guards--just a s  t h e  Red Guards were t h e  e l i te  corps of 
t h e  " revolut ionary  s tuden t s , "  and t h e  l a t t e r  were t h e  
e l i t e  corps  of t h e  masses--and declared  t h a t  they  had 
a u t h o r i t y  t o  " i n v e s t i g a t e  Red /Euard?7 organiza t ions  i n  
a l l  schools ,  o rgan iza t ions ,  f a z t o r i e z  and units."* Simi lar  
bodies were subsequently repor ted  i n  t h e  provinces,  some- 
t i m e s  under t h e  name of "Picket Corps" o r  "Provost Teamsn 
described a s  being concerned with " secur i ty  work and t h e  
maintenance of r evo lu t ionary  o rde ru  (among t h e  roving 
Red Guards). Observed ( i n  f i l m )  i n  a c t i o n  i n  Peking on 
1 October, t h e  c o n t r o l  squads d id  indeed look l i k e  t h e  
e l i te  of -the Red Guards. 1 

This  impression of e a r l y  September--that Peking 1 
was moving toward t h e  sys temat ic  coordinat ion  of Red Guard 
activity--proved t o  be misleading. The more important I 
development--which was not  t o  become c l e a r  u n t i l  November-- 
was t h e  l o g i c a l  consequence 09 t h e  p o l a r i z a t i o n  of t h e  
Red Guards i n t o  m i l i t a n t  and moderate elements which had I 

* A  l a t e r  r e p o r t  on t h e s e  Control Squads described 
them a s  being composed of t h e  o l d e s t  Red Guards--in 
t h e i r  twenties--and a s  having ' tabsolute au thor i ty . "  
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begun even e a r l i e r  than  18 August and which was noted 
i n  t h e  foregoing s e c t i o n  of t h i s  paper.  This  was prepara- 
t o r y  a c t i o n  by t h e  most m i l i t a n t  elements of t h e  Red 
Guards t o  s e t  up r i v a l  headquarters ,  which f i r s t  appeared 
i n  t h e  Northeast ,  i n  l a t e  Septembeq and then i n  Peking 
and s e v e r a l  provincos i n  October.* The Red Guards had 
been i m p l i c i t l y  authorized t o  do so--that is, t o  s e t  up 
whatever o rgan iza t ions  they l iked-- in Chou En- la i ' s  
speech a t  Tsingbua on 22 August (not a v a i l a b l e  u n t i l  
l a t e  November), and they  may have been e x p l i c i t l y  authorized 
t o  do s o  i n  in terv iews w i F o f f  icers of t h e  c e n t r a l  "cul- 
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group." Unfortunately, no mate r i a l  on 
t h e  p repara to ry  s t a g e  is a v a i l a b l e ,  and it is not known 
whether t h e  m i l i t a n t  o rgan ize r s  df t h e  "rebelw headquart-,  
ers got  e x p l i c i t  permission from t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  o r  any 
o the r  l e a d e r s  of '  t h e  inner c i r c l e .  

The ques t ion  remained, i n  t h e s e  f i r s t  two weeks 
of September which saw t h e  c l o s i n g  of a t h e  f i r s t - - t h a t  is, 
t h e  most violent--phase of Red Guard a c t i v i t y :  from whom 
were t h e  Red Guards g e t t i n g  t h e i r  o rde r s?  The answer--set 
f o r t h  i n  d e t a i l  below--seems t o  be t h a t  ind iv idua l  p a r t y  

- m s t s r  - were t h e  f i r s t  t o  recognize t h a t  some 
of t h e  "headquarters" appearing i n  t h i s  per iod  were not  
l a t e r  forms of organiza t ions  o r i g i n a l l y  repor ted  i n  t h e  
"preparatorytt  st age, but  were i n  f a c t  r i v a l  headquarters .  
A good account of t h e  mater ia l  on t h e  E E X i t i o n  of d iq i -  
s i o n s  i n  t h e  Red Guards beginning i n  August--mostly 
mate r i a l  rece ived much l a t e r ,  s o r t e d  o u t ,  and, composed 
chronologically--appears i n  OCI  s monthly pol  it i c a l  
r e p o r t  on China of 16 December 1966. The present  w r i t e r  
does not  agree,  however, t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  shows t h e  
r i v a l  groups t o  be ltresponsive t o  d i f f e r e n t  individuals ' '  
i n  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t and ing  committee; what it shows, on 
t h i s  writer's reading,  is t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  be l i eve  t h a t  
they  a r e  responsive t o  Mao and Lin,  and be l i eve  t h a t  
t h e i r  opponents a r e  responsive t o  others>Kd 5n some 
respects;:. a r e  probably r i g h t  about th is - -but  ' .not i n e  
sense  of a t t a c k i n g  t a r g e t s  t o  o rde r .  



l e a d e r s ,  t h e  conventional pa r ty  apparatus,  t h e  PLA, and 
t h e  new " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  committeesw a l l  had r o l e s ,  
but  t h a t  t h e i r  most important guidance from t h e  t o p  l e v e l  
came from Chou En- la i  (as t h e i r  "advisorw) and from t h e  
c e n t r a l  t @ c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group," and, a t  t h e  work- 
ing  l e v e l ,  from t h e  subordinate " c u l t u r a l  revolut ionw 
bodies . 

In a  vague, general  sense ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee 
and Chairman Mao were t h e  " leadersw o r  llcommandersw of 
t h e  Red Guard. In f a c t  t h e  Red Guards were quoted i n  
t h e i r  first appearance--18 August--as de f in ing  t h e i r  m i s -  
s i o n  a s  t h a t  of defending t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, Mao, 
and Mao's thought.  Red Guards l i k e  o t h e r s  were cons tan t ly  
desc r ib ing  Mao a s  China's "supreme commander," o r  "great  
l eader , "  o r  "helmsman,'* and Red Guard wall-posters  o f t e n  
spoke of t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  committee a s  e x e r c i s i n g  Itlead- 
ership"  o r  even "supremeW leadership ,  and t o l d  t h e  Red 
Guards t o  recognize t h i s .  But t h e r e  was no suggest ion 
i n  any m a t e r i a l  t h a t  e i t h e r  Mao o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee 
issued o rde rs  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Red Guards. 

S imi la r ly ,  Red Guards were sometimes quoted a s  
recogniz ing  Lin Piao  a s  t h e i r  l eader  o r  commander, o r  a s  
deputy t o  Mao i n  such a r o l e ,  and it is t r u e  t h a t  Lin had 
pub l i c ly  given them some of t h e i r  genera l  d i r e c t i v e s  a t  
t h e  r a l l i e s  of 18 and 31 August. Some sources  i n  t h i s  
period surmised t h a t  Lin had conceived t h e  Red Guards, 
and o t h e r s  surmised t h a t  i n  any event  he had taken them 
over,  o r  wished t o  do so .  But t h e r e  was no evidence t h a t  
Lin  was g iv ing them bet ter-defined d i r e c t i v e s  i n  meetings 
with smal l  groups, a s  Chou En-lai--reported t o  be an 
"advisor " t o  t h e  Guards--and Ieaders  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
rev01 u t  ion grbup" d id  on s e v e r a l  occasions.  

The conventional p a r t y  apparatus was sometimes 
s a i d  t o  be i n  a u t h o r i t y  over t h e  Red Guards, i n  t h e  sense  
t h a t  p rov inc ia l  pa r ty  committees were sometimes described 
a s  " leading t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolut ion1@ i n  t h e  province, o r  
a s  wsupervisingv t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of Red Guards i n  t h e i r  
j u r i s d i c t i o n s ;  and i n  a t  l e a s t  one province Red Guard 
speakers  c i t e d  t h e  "leadershipw of t h e  p rov inc ia l  commit- 
tee a s  w e l l  a s  t h a t  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and Mao. 



Leading f i g u r e s  of r e g i o n a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  and municipal p a r t y  
committees were prominent in p u b l i c  ga ther ings- -usua l ly  
g i v i n g  t h e  main speeches--at  p u b l i c  ga the r ings  cen te red  
on t h e  Red Guards, and p r o v i n c i a l  committees were c r e d i t e d  
wi th  having c a l l e d  some of t h e s e  meetings; f u r t h e r ,  t h e r e  
was a r e p o r t e d  d i r e c t i v e  from one p r o v i n c i a l  committee 
t h a t  a  p a r t y  func t iona ry  ass igned  d i r e c t l y  by t h e  p a r t y  
must "leadf1 each  of t h e  Red Guard u n i t s  being e s t a b l i s h e d  

I throughout t h e  province a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and p a r t y  committees 
were sometimes r e p o r t e d  a s  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  and/or ' organ iz ing  of Red Guard u n i t s .  The bulk  of t h e  evidence 

I f r o m t h a t  p e r i o d s u g g e s t e d t h a t  t h e  p a r t y c o m m i t t e e ' s  : l e a d e r s h i p  was be ing  exe rc i sed  through a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
I p a r t y  organ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  committee o r  group. 

T h i s  d i d  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  committee 's  l e a d e r s h i p  
was p u r e l y  nominal; t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion ,  cqmmittee o r  
group was o f t e n  if not  u s u a l l y  l e d  by a  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
l o c a l  p a r t y  committee, and it was la te r  learned  t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  some of  t h e  c u l t u r a l  revo1ut ion.commit tees  and 
groups i n  t h i s  pe r iod  were submi t t i ng  r e g u l a r  o r  a t  l e a s t  
numbered r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  local p a r t y  committees ( a s  w e l l  
a s  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee) . But even i n  c a s e s  i n  which 
t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  committee and groups were 
headed by l o c a l  s e c r e t a r i e s  who had been l o y a l  t o  t h e i r  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  it is doub t fu l  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  p a r t y  
committees could e f f e c t i v e l y  d i r e c t  and c o n t r o l  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  Red Guards, because t h e  c u l t u r a l  revo- 
l u t i o n  committees and groups were a l s o  g e t t i n g  o r d e r s  
from t h e  c e n t r a l  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  groupw which t h e y  
could d i s r e g a r d  on ly  a t  t h e i r  p e r i l ,  and, moreover, Mao's 
new team ih Peking was bypassing t h e  convent ional  p a r t y  
appa ra tus  i n  g i v i n g  t h e  Red Guards t h e i r  most important  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  pe r sona l  i n t e rv i ews ,  i n s t r u c t  i o n s  which 
t h e  Red Guards were bound t o  t a k e  more s e r i o u s l y  t h a n  
o r d e r s  r ece ived  from t h e  l o c a l  p a r t y  secretaries whom 
t h e y  were f r e e  t o  a t t a c k .  

The "PLAW--as d i s t i n c t  from Lin  P iao  personal ly--  
was surmised by some obse rve r s  t o  be l ead ing ,  d i r e c t i n g  
o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  Red Guards. This surmise appeared 
t o  be b u i l t  upon t h e  many d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  t h e  PLA a s  t h e  
model, t h e  c a l l s  upon t h e  Red Guards t o  " l ea rn  from the  
PLA," t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards were a l r e a d y  o r  



were t o  become a ' ' reserve f o r c e  of t h e  PLA (accord ing  
t o  one r e p o r t ,  an ltarmedtl r e s e r v e ) ,  t h e  l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  
PLA th rough t h e  as tabl ishment  of Corps and t h e  assignment 
of  PLA o f f i c e r s  a s  l t i n s t r u c t o r s , * '  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a 
"combined command" of t h e  Red Guards ( t h e  assumption 
being--perhaps c o r r e c t l y - - t h a t  t h e  PLA a t  some l e v e l  
r e p r e s e n t e d  p a r t  of t h e  combined command), and t h e  
prominent r o l e s  of  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  (a long wi th  p a r t y  
committee and " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  committeett f i g u r e s )  
i n  t h e  meet ings  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  
v a r i o u s  headqua r t e r s  and welcoming Red Guards back from 
t h e i r  t r a v e l s .  A t  l e a s t  one observer  con jec tu red  t h a t  t h e  
Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department of t h e  PLA was d i r e c t i n g  t h e  
Red Guards,  and more t h a n  one concluded t h a t  t h e  supes-  
v i s o r y  r o l e  of t h e  PLA--in i t s e l f  uncertain--was a t  any 
r a t e  f l increas ing"  a s  of mid-September . Apart f rom t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  v a r i o u s  heedquar te rs ,  which d i d  in-  
deed s u g g e s t  a l a r g e r  PLA r o l e  a t  l e a s t  i n  maklng t h e  
Red Guards a d i s c i p l i n e d  body, t h e  surmise  of PLA d i r e c t i o n  
of t h e  Red Guards a s  of mid-September seemed t o  be b u i l t  
on l i t t l e  more than  an i p p r e s s i o n  of an inc reased  promin- 
ence  of  PLA f i g u r e s  i n  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
Red Guards; f o r  example, i n  a t  l e a s t  t w o  Red Guard cere- 
monies of mid-September, m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s - - u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c -  
ally--were l i s t e d  f i r s t  anong t h e  d i g n i t a r i e s  p r e s e n t ,  
and i n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  gave 
t h e  main speeches .  

The l t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group1' i n  Peking and its 
s u b o r d i n a t e  bodies-- together  w i th  Chou En-lai--appeared 
t o  have t h e  l a r g e s t  r o l e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Red Guard 
a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  pe r iod .  Whereas Peking has  claimed t h a t  
t h e  Red Guards o r i g i n a t e d  spontaneous ly ,  a t  a Peking 
middle-school a t t ached  t o  Tsinahua. I I . . .  I I a s s e r t ,  
on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards were conceived and 
f ir8t organized by o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
group1* (Chen Po-ta, Tao Chu, and Chiapg Ching.were s p e c i -  
f i e d )  ; t h e  t r u t h  may be t h a t  one o r  mar e of t h e s e  o f f  i- 
c i a l s  were t h e  f i r s t  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  u ses  t o  which such  
organized  s t u d e n t s  might be pu t ,  and t o  p r e s e n t  t h i s  i d e a  
t o  Mao and o t h e r s .  Materf a l s ,  r ece ived  much I ' a te r  showed t h a t  
t h e s e t  and' o t h e r -  oPf icers of t h e  "groupn gave interi tdews t o  



groups o f .  Red. Guards i n  ' Ju ly  and Au&ust i n t e rv i ews  . ' . . 

i n  which a t  l e a s t  gene ra l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were g iven .  

Wall-posters  and o t h e r  s o u r c e s  have r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n T f  committees and groups cont inued t o  
o rgan ize  t h e  Red Guards, w i t h  t h e  lower-level bodies  
s end ing  t h e i r  lists t o  h ighe r - l eve l  bodies  f o r  approval .  

t h e  organiza-  
b y  September 
was be ing  handled by PLA men, bu t  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 
some unspec i f i ed  body--perhaps t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  

a committee o f t h e  l o c a l  p a r t y  committee. 

There was cons ide rab le  ev idence  d a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n -  
. .  . s h i p  between t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  bodies  and t h e  - 

Red Guards--much of which ev idence  ind ica t ed '  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of t h e  l a t t e r  by t h e  former--from b roadcas t s ,  p o s t e r s ,  

I ~ u s t  a s  o f f i c e r s  
I zne "cul  *eking r had p re s ided  
over  t h e  f i r s t  two Red Guard r a l l i e s  i n  Peking (18 and 
31 August) , i n  t h e  meet ings  a t  many p o i n t s  i n  China which 
e s t a b l i s h e d  Red Guards Corps o r  welcomed Red Guards home, 
i n  most c a s e s  i n  which a p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c i a l  was i d e n t i f i e d  
t h e  p r e s i d i n g  f i g u r e  was a p a r t y  committee o f f i c i a l  who 
was concur ren t ly  an  o f f i c e r  of t h e  committee's c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  committee o r  group, a l though t h e r e  were a few 
r e p o r t s  of such meetings i n  which l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t  i onu  
f i g u r e s  were n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  p r e s e n t .  Local c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  committees and groups were sometimes i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  r e c e i v i n g  " r evo lu t iona ry  s t u d e n t s r f  from o t h e r  a r e a s ,  
and it was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a p a r t y  d i r e c t i v e  had c a l l e d  f o r  
t h i s :  I 

1 

There were a l s o  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  of " j o i n t v f  
a c t i v i t y  by' t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n w  bodies  and t h e  
Red Guards--e.g., convening meet ings ,  proposing t h e  e s t a b -  
l i shment  of Red Guard headqua r t e r s ,  sponsor ing  forums, 
or s t u d y i n g  t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n .  And t h e r e  were a t  
l e a s t  two e x p l i c i t  s t a t e m e n t s  by p a r t y  and Red Guard 

I 
j s o u r c e s  t h a t  t h e  " r evo lu t iona ry  s t u d e n t s  and t eache r s "  

I 
were working under t h e  " leadersh ip"  of t h e  u c u l t u r a l  
r e v ~ l u t i o n ' ~  bod ie s .  In  t h i s  connection--perhaps t h e  b e s t  1 evidence  of t h e  subord ina t ion  of t h e  Red Guards i n  t h a t  

I 
I 

I 



period-- the t o p  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  " c u l t u r a l  revolu-- 
t i o n  group" i n  Peking were i d e n t i f i e d  s e v e r a l  times a s  
p rov id ing  d i r e c t i o n .  As prev ious ly  noted,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  headqua r t e r s  i n  S inkiang  
i n  e a r l y  September c la imed t o  be a c t i n g  under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of Chen Po-ta;  and it was t o  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  

. groups" a l l  over  China t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  academics s e n t  t h e i r  
p r o t e s t .  A t  about  t h e  same t i m e ,  accord ing  t o  l a t e r  wal l -  
p o s t e r s ,  t h e  competing forces i n  a  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e  
a t t a c h e d  t o  a  h o s p i t a l  i n  Peking--the work-team and t h e  
body t h a t  had d i s lodged  it ( a  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion"  body)-- 
bo th  claimed t o  have t h e  word--a " d i r e c t i v e H  o r  d i r e c t  
ins t ruc t ions- - f rom Tao Chu himself*; and Red Guards i n  
Lanchow, a t t a c k i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  first s e c r e t h r y ,  tele- 
phoned Tao Chu f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  who r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  masses on t h e  s p o t  must dec ide  (and was t h u s  c o n s i s t -  ,' 
e n t  w i t h  t h e  l i n e  t h a t  Chou En-la i  had t aken  on 22 August 
and 10 September, namely t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s  
should  work o u t  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  themselves)  . Materials 
r ece ived  much l a t e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group--Chiang Ching; 
Kang Sheng, Kuan Feng, and Chang Ping-hua--were g i v i n g  
speeches  and i n t e r v i e w s  t o  t h e  Red Guards i n  t h i s  pe r iod .  

Chou En- l a i  a l s o  had a  major r o l e , . p e r h a p s  t h e  most 
important  r o l e  of any p a r t y  l e a d e r .  Chou was known t o  
have given i m p o r t a ~ i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  Red Guards i n  
a t  l e a s t  two major speeches  i n  August (some s o u r c e s  s a y  
t h a t  t h e r e  were more), he  was r e p o r t e d  t o  have g iven  a t  
least two more important  i n t e r v i e w s  i n  e a r l y  September 

m f o  f i g u r e  la ter  i n  p o s t e r s  a t t a c k -  
i n g  Tao Chu h imse l f .  The Min i s t e r  of Hea l th  was s a i d  i n  
t h e  September p o s t e r s  t o  have s e n t  t h e  work-team and t o  
have in te rvened  p e r s o n a l l y  on its b e h a l f ,  wh i l e  p o s t e r s  
of  November charged Tao w i t h  defending  t h i s  same M i n i s t e r  
of Heal th .  



and he was soon t o  g ive  another  major interview--appearing 
toge the r  with Tao Chu--in which he gave t h e  Red Guards 
t h e  c l e a r e s t  guidance ever  repor ted .  This  r o l e  has t o  
be kept i n  mind when considering r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h i s  o r  
t h a t  Red Guard a c t i v i t y  was di rec ted  aga ins t  Chou; t h i s  
is not t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  was no such a c t i v i t y ,  a s  t h e  
most m i l i t a n t  Red Guard u n i t s  i n  l a t e  August d i d  appear 
t o  be1 ieve  t h a t  t h e i r  opponents represented  Chou's 1 ine ,  
but  t o  say  t h a t  some of t h e  l i n e s  which t h e  Red Guards 
were a c t i n g  on were formulated by Chou himself .  

A t  t h e  working l e v e l ,  [ - 1 
I 

- .  - .  
I 
I 

the r o l e  o r  t n e  
' c u l t u r a l  revolutxon- L)ouies, a l taougn he p i c t u r e  they  

gave was mixed and i n  some r e s p e c t s  suggested t h e  possi- 
b i l i t y  of an expansion of t h e  a u t h o r i t y  given t h e  Red 
Guards themselves a t  t h e  exDense of t h e  n c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t ionV1,  bodies.  A s  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r ,  first, 7 1  

Red Guard u n i t s  a t tached t o  var ious  
brganiza t ions  we!e themselves order ing  subordinate  or- 
ganiza t  ions--or Red Guard u n i t s  a t tached t o  them--to 
send c e r t a i n  persons back t o  t h e  parent  organiza t ion  t o  
t ake  p a r t  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolut ion ,  o r  were informing 
them of p lans  f o r  meetings--in some cases ,  t o  make p lans  
t o  a t t a c k  p a r t y  committees--and d i r e c t i n g  them t o  send 
people t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  however, it 
was t h e  c u l t u r a l  revoludion groups which wire doing t h i s  
o r  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  o r  were being addressed i n  such a 
way a s  t o  sugges t  supervisory  a u t h o r i t y  over  Red Guard 
a c t i v i t y .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  a l l  t h r e e  of t h e  ins tances  i n  
which higher  a u t h o r i t y  was appealed t o ,  ? l c u l t  u r a l  revo- 
l u t i o n "  bodies were i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y ;  i n  addi- 
t i o n  t o  t h e  case  i n  Sinkiang, an o rgan iza t ion  i n  Kansu 
s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  its d i spa tch  of a r evo lu t ionary  cadre t o  
Peking "must be agreed t o  by t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
group," and a Red Guard u n i t  i n  Tibet  asked t h e  l lcent ra l  
c u l t u r a l  o f f  ice"  i n  Peking t o  consider  a ques t  ion posed 
by another Red Guard u n i t .  



While t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  Peking were c a l l i n g  
bo th  f o r  m i l i t a n c y  (Lin p u b l i c l y ,  Chou p r i v a t e l y )  and 
f o r  d i s c i p l i n e ,  and Peking i t s e l f  was f a i r l y  q u i e t ,  else- 
where i n  China i n  t h e  first two weeks of  September many 
c l a s h e s  were r e p o r t e d .  These cont inued  t o  inc lude  a t -  
t a c k s  by Red Guards on o rd ina ry  c i t i z e n s ,  a t t a c k s  by Red 
Guards on p a r t y  committee headqua r t e r s  and on i n d i v i d u a l  
p a r t y  and government o f f i c i a l s  ( i nc lud ing  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  
of t h e  new f ' c u l t u r a l  r e v a l u t  ionf t  committees and teams),  
t h e  "shame parad ingw of , p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  * b a t t l e s  between 
v a r i o u s  groups of Rod Guards ( t hose  from Peking were gen- 
e r a l l y  r e p o r t e d  a s  t h e  most m i l i t  a n t  and obnoxious),  
b a t t l e s  between Red Guards and l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  organized 
by par ty .commit tees  t o  oppose them, and such  o t h e r  f ea -  
t u r e s  a s  "hunger str i ke s t t  o u t s  i de  p a r t y  committee head- 
q u a r t e r s  and t h o  use of t r o o p s  t o  q u e l l  "riots.lf I n  some 
of  t h e s e  d i s o r d e r s ,  thousands of people  were r e p o r t e d  t o  
have been engaged, and i n  some c a s e s  hundreds were r e p o r t e d  
t o  have been i n j u r e d  and dozens k i l l e d ,  o r  hundreds a s  t h e  
sum of s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s )  . ** 

X w l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  i n  Harbin-- 
and t h e i r  wives--were bound, covered wi th  mud, and taken  
around town i n  c a r t s .  

S* t h e  e a r l y  September 
c l a s  u u t c r a ~  anu r t y  o f f i c i a l s  i n  Kue i l i n  
g i v e s  a c r e d i b l e  account of  a l ~ c o u n t e r - a t t a c k v  by l o c a l  
p a r t y  l e a d e r s  which included propaganda a t t a c k s  on t h e  
Red Guards a s  count  e r - r evo lu t  ionary  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of workers and peasan t s  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  Guards p h y s i c a l l y ;  
t h e  Peking s t u d e n t s  were s a i d  t o  have been t h e  most f ea red ,  
and t o  have been p a r t i c u l a r  t a r g e t s  of s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  at- 
t a c k ,  and a r r e s t ;  t h e  l o c a l  p a r t y  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  s a i d  
a l s o  t o  have t r i e d  t o  prevent  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  from sending  
messages t o  Peking. The s t u d e n t s '  m a t e r i a l  no t e s  t h a t  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had "changed f o r  t h e  b e t t e r u  by 1 5  Septem- 
b e r ,  bu t  t h a t  t h e r e  were l a t e r  i n c i d e n t s  i nvo lv ing  d i f -  
f e r e n t  e lements  of t h e  ftmasses of t h e  people ,"  and t h a t  
t h e  Peking Red Guards hoped t o  r e t u r n  t o  Kue i l i n  t o  f i g h t  
aga in  a longs ide  t h e  Kue il i n  Red Guards. 



The b e s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h e  extreme disorder  of 
t h e  per iod ,  and of t h e  bewilderment and outrage of t h e  
p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  under a t t a c k ,  comes from t h e  province 
(wautonomous regionu)  of Sinkiang. I 1 

On 2 September Wang En-mao, t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  
in  Sinkiang, had c a r r i e d  out  t h e  approved exerc i se  of 
holding a l a r g e  r a l l y  of " revolut ionary  s t u d e n t s  and 
t eachersw ( inc luding t h e  Red Guards) a t  which he had in- 
v i t e d  them t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  and among o the r  
t h i n g s  t o  "conduct c r i t i c  i s m  a g a i n s t  t h e  Sinkiang reg iona l  
CCP committee and myself ." The s t u d e n t s  took him a t  h i s  
word, o r  more than  h i s  word. 
which  quoted Wang's invi tat ior!  and a s s e r t e d  t h a t  Wang h id  
met with t h e  s t u d e n t s  some 18 t i m e s  i n  t h e  period i n  which 
they had been a r r i v i n g ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  described t h e  2 
September r a l l y  as "counter-rev01 u t  ionary" and Wang 's speech 
a s  a  "blackw speech, and af terwards went t o  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion  o f f i c e u  of t h e  p rov inc ia l  committee t o  demand 
a copy of t h e  speech. Going on t o  recount  t h e  e f f o r t s  
of t h e  s t u d e n t s  "to overthrow t h e  autonomous region p a r t y  
committee and Comrade Wang En-mao, 

La on t h e  evening of 3 September Jome s t u d e n t s  rrom I 
ng broke i n t o  t h e  p a r t y  committee bui ld ing ,  shouted - 

f o r  Wang (" tha t  guy named Wang , g e t  t h e  h e l l  down here") , 
cursed Wang and o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  p a r t y  committee, 
and i ssued an ultimatum; t h i s  was r e j e c t e d ,  although an- 
o t h e r  s e c r e t a r y  met with t h e  s t u d e n t s  twice dur ing  t h e  
n igh t .  The s t u d e n t s  began a hunger s t r i k e  dur ing  t h e  n i g h t ,  
and continued t o  shout  f o r  Wang; and dur ing  t h e  morning- 
a  l a r g e  group of them broke i n t o  t h e  p a r t y  committee's # 

l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  and beat  up some 13 PLA d f  i c e r s  and men 
who " t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  th ings t t  t o  them. They then conducted 
a s itdown-and-f a s t  ing demonstrat i o n  before  Mao Tse-tung *s 
p i c t u r e  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  pa r ty  headquar ters ,  and a s s e r t e d  
t h a t  t h e i r  demonstration "had rece ived t h e  support  of 
Comrade Chen Po-tan ( the  impl ica t ion  is t h a t  t h i s  had come 
by telegram a f t e r  t h e  demonstration had begun). Wang 
f i n a l l y  agreed t o  meet with them (apparent ly a t  two a.m. 



t h a t  n i g h t ) ,  b u t  again they  began t o  "rampage,l8 shout ing  
f o r  him t o  "get t h e  h e l l  down e r e o  and then making it 
impossible f o r  him t o  speak. t o  
ape ak of t h e  "vio lent  oppos it n or me l o c a l  wo!kers, 
peasants ,  and soldiers--imply ing  t h a t  t h e r e  had f i n a l l y  
been an armed clash--and t o  beg f o r  an understanding of 
t h e  " t rue  f a c t s . "  

i l l u s t r a t e s  w e l l  t h e  confusion in t h e  
relat  i en t h e  va r ious  v e h i c l e s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion .  By t h e  book, t h e  p rov inc ia l  committee had 

I a u t h o r i t y  over t h e  l * c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t  ion1* committee, which 
i n  t u r n  had a u t h o r i t y  over t h e  Red Guards, which Sn t u r n  
were modelled on t h e  P L A .  Y e t  he re  t h e  Red Guards had 

I j u s t  taken v i o l e n t  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  p rov inc ia l  com- 
mittee (and one under a f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  with an appar- 
e n t l y  good record) ,  had f e l t  f r e e  t o  make wdemandsl* of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  committee, and had beaten up men 
of t h e  PLA.  It is t r u e  t h a t  a91 of those  engaged i n  t h e  
a c t  ion--that is, ' the  p a r t y  committees, t h e  revo lu t ionary  
s t u d e n t s  , and t h e  p r o t e s t i n g  academics--seem t o  have 
recognized t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  c e n t r a l  " c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t i o n  group*' i n  Peking, but  they  could not  agree as t o  
whether t h e  s t u d e n t s  had t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  behind then,  and 
t h e  c e n t r a l  group i n  Peking seems no t  t o  have helped them 
t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n . *  

*A similar account is provided for  Wuhan by wall-post- 
ers. Students  from Peking went t h e r e  on 2 September and 
repor ted  t o  t h e  recep t ion  c e n t e r  set up by t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion  committee t h e r e ,  as they  apparent ly  should 
.have; however, they  then  ''demandedN t o  see immediately 
t h e  p rov inc ia l  second ' s ec re ta ry ,  who was out  of town; 
incensed by t h i s  absence, t h e  Peking s t u d e n t s  held a 
meeting (at which, i n t e r  al ia,  they  quarreled wi th  Wuhan 
s t u d e n t s  over t h e  importance of '*prole tar ian  background," 
which some c o r r e c t l y  pointed ou t  t h a t  Mao d id  not  have),  
t h e n  marched o f f  t o  the  Hupei p a r t y  headquarters  where 
they  s taged a 40-hour hunger s t r i k e ;  while t h e r e ,  they  
c a l l e d  t h e  p a r t y  committee a "bl'ack s t o r e ,  " demanded t h e  
d i smissa l  of t h e  second s e c r e t a r y ,  and threa tened v io lence  
aga ins t  t h e  deputy chief  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group 
of t h e  committee. 



Some obse rve r s  have contended both (a) t h a t  a l l  
of tl?e p a r t y  l e a d e r s  o u t s i d e  Peking who were ltbombarded" 
i n  t h i s  pe r iod  were t a r g e t t e d  i n  advance by p a r t y  lead-  
ers i n  Peking, and (b) t h a t  it was r e a l l y  t h e  mission of 
t h e  Red Guards i n  August and September t o  overthrow t h e .  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  bureaus and p r o v i n c i a l  
and municipal  committees which t h e y  Itbombardedu--that is, 
t o  k i l l  them, or put them o u t  of a c t i o n  with i n j u r i e s ,  
o r  f o r c e  them t o  abandon t h e i r  p o s t s  and flee--and t h a t  
t h e y  t h e r e f  o r e  f a i l e d  i n  t h e i r  miss ion ,  as t h i s  d i d  no t  
happen. The evidence is t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  on bo th  p o i n t s .  

A s  f o r  t h e  $ a r g e t t i n g ,  t h e r e  is abundant evidence-- 
i n  t h e  many r e p o r t e d  t a l k s  of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  wi th  Red 
Guards, t h a t  t h e r e  was no t  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t t  ing ,  . t h a t  i n  
f a c t  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  b r i e f i n g  t h e  ou tgoing  Red Guards ex- 
p r e s s l y  r e f u s e d  t o  g i v e  them t a r g e t s .  Th i s  f e a t u r e  o f  
t h e  f t r e v o l u t i o n m  has been incomprehensible t o  many ob- 
s e r v e r s ,  who have tended t o  argue t h a t  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
"must" have i s sued  o r d e r s  t o  a t t a c k  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s  (1. 
e .  t o  "bombardw s p e c i f i c  p a r t y  commit tees and f i r s t  
s e c r e t a r i e s ) ,  a s  it would no t  "make s e n s e w  t o  proceed o the r -  
w i s e .  (But it appa ren t ly  made "sensew t o  Mao, an i r r a t i o n a l  
man whose e n t i r e  conduct of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  seems 
i r r a t i o n a l  t o  Western obse rve r s  and even t o  o t h e r  Com- 
munis t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  many of  h i s  own comrades .) 

While it cannot  be proved t h a t  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t -  
t i n g  was n o t  o rdered  s e c r e t l y  (a n e g a t i v e  p ropos i t  ion  
o f  t h i s  s o r t  cannot  p o s s i b l y  be proved) ,  a survey of 
t h e  "bombardmentsw as t h e y  i n  f a c t  occur red  does suppor t  
t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t t i n g - -  
indeed,  t h a t  t h i s  was no t  t o  come u n t i l  December, a t  a 
d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e  of t h e  campaign, a f t e r  enemies were c l e a r l y  
i d e n t  i f  l e d .  

It is recognized t h a t  c a l c u l a t i o n s  based on assess- 
ments of g iven  l e a d e r s  i n  terms of a patron-protege rela- 
t ionsh ip  must be o f f e r e d  c a u t i o u s l y ,  b u t  such .  c a l c u l a t i o n s  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Chinese l e a d e r s  have seemed t o  work o u t  
w e l l  enough i n  t h e  paSt s o  t h a t  a l i t t l e  weight can  be 
g iven  them. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  "bombardments," whether 
cons idered  i n  terms of p ro t eges  (known o r  be l ieved)  of 

I 



p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  d i s f a v o r ,  or i n  terms of p ro t eges  of 
members of t h e  new team (who might be suspec ted  of t a r g e t -  
t i n g  o t h e r s '  p r o t e g e s ) ,  o r  i n  terms of people  appa ren t ly  
unconnected wi th  e i t h e r  c l a s s  of le ade r s  , t h e  a v a i l a b l e  
r e p o r t i n g  shows no p a t t e r n .  As f o r  t h e  p ro t eges  of t h o s e  
i n  d i s f a v o r ,  t h e y  were h i t  hard o r  f a i r l y  hard i n  t h e  
Northwest Bureau, Kansu, Heilungkiang, Anhwei, Fukien 
and Shanghai,  bu t  were missed or touched on ly  l i g h t l y  
i n  t h e  Southwest Bureau, Szechuan, Yunnan, Ts inghai ,  K i r  i n ,  
and Shans i .  As for  p r o t e g e s  of members of t h e  new t e a m ,  
t h e y  were h i t  hard i n  Hunan and Kwangtung, and missed 
o r  touched l i g h t l y  i n  Honan and Hupei. A s  f o r  t h e  unas- 
s o c i a t e d ,  t h e y  were h i t  hard  i n  Peking i t s e l f ,  Hopei, 
Kwangsi, Kweichow, Shens i ,  and Sinkiang,  bu t  missed i n  
Liaoning,  Shantung, Kiangsu, Kiangsi ,  Ninghsia,  and T i b e t .  
Moreover, some people  no t  regarded  a s  p ro t eges  bu t  known 
t o  be i n  f avo r  w i t h  Mao and o t h e r s  of t h e  new team a t  
t h e  t ime--e.g.  L i  Hsueh-feng i n  Peking, who had j u s t  been 
appointed t o  h i s  p o s t ,  and Pan Fu-sheng i n  Heilungkiang, 
appointed not long  before--were h i t  hard ;  indeed,  t h e  
new team was a t  p a i n s  t o  defend Pan a g a i n s t  t h e  Red Guards, 
informing them a f t e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  should  no t  con- 
t i n u e  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  on t h i s  good comrade. 

A s  f o r  t h e  weight  of t h e  a t t a c k ,  it is t r u e  t h a t  
t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  had s t a t e d  t h a t  it was t h e  aim 
of  t h e  " revolu t  iontq t o  " p u l l  downw t h e  hard-case incor-  
r i g i b l e ~  i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  b u t  aga in  t h e r e  is no i n d i c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  many b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards were i n s t r u c t e d  
i n  t h i s  f i r s t  s t a g e  t o  go  s o  f a r  as t o  e f f e c t  t h e  phys i ca l  
removal of any o f f i c i a l  from h i s  p o s t .  Th i s  t o o  has  seemed 
i r r a t i o n a l  t o  many o b s e r v e r s ,  a s  t h e  bombarded s e c r e t a r i e s  
could  ha rd ly  conclude o the rwi se  t h a n  t h a t  Mao and Lin 
were a l r e a d y  p re jud iced  a g a i n s t  them and t h a t  most of 
them--whatever t h e y  did--were going t o  be found u n f i t ,  
so t h a t  t h e  new team i n  Peking "rnuSt" have in tended  t o  
b r i n g  them down i n  t h a t  first s t a g e .  Never the less ,  t h e  
miss ion  of t h e  Red Guards i n  t h e  eyes  of t h o s e  who s e n t  
them seems t o  have been--in t h a t  f i r s t  s t age - - to  shock, 
t o  shake up, t o  tes t  t h e  r e sponses  o f ,  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
o u t s i d e  Peking, p a r t l y  o u t  of Maots gene ra l  b e l i e f  t h a t  



t h e  t r u t h  would emerge from such a ''stormW and p a r t l y  from 
t h e  new t e a m q s  p a r t i c u l a r  d e s i r e  t o  accumulate a p a r t  of , 
t h e  t r u t h - - t h a t  is, ev idence  f o r  a l a t e r  judgment a s  t o  
how much (what p o r t i o n s )  of t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus  could be 
sa lvaged ;  i n  o t h e r  words, f o r  use when t h e  r e a l  purge list 
was drawn up l a t e r .  

That v io l ence  was used a t  a l l  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  
s e c r e t a r i e s ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  nominal p rov i s ions  of t h e  
8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  r ea son ing  was t o  be used in- 
s t e a d  of force, appears  t o  have de r ived  from t h e  g e n e r a l  , e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  m i l i t a n c y ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  provide  any 

, r a t i o n a l  c r i t e r i o n  for d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  between good and 
I bad o f f i c i a l s ,  and t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  se t  c l e a r  l i m i t a t i o n s  

on t h e  Red Guardsv conduct .  It would n e v e r t h e l e s s  be of 
va lue  t o  know e x a c t l y  why some go t  h i t  s o  hard ,  and some 
l i g h t l y  o r  ( so  f a r  a s  is known) no t  a t  a l l .  

Unfor tuna te ly ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  is not  good enough-- 
t o o  spo t ty - - to  permit  any conf iden t  judgment, i n  most 
c a s e s ,  a s  t o  what f a c t o r s  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  weight 
of  an a t t a c k  on a g iven  p a r t y  committee and f i r s t  secre- 
t a r y ;  b u t  some su rmises  can be hazarded.  I n  a t  l e a s t  
some c a s e s ,  t h e  Red Guards bombarding t h e  p a r t y  headquart -  
ers--e .g .  i n  S inkiang ,  Kansu, and Shanghai--seem t o  have 
been s o  m i l i t a n t  t h a t  even t h e  most wel l -prepared and t a c t -  
f u l  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  probably could no t  have handled them, 
could  no t  have persuaded them t h e y  t h e y  ( the  s e c r e t a r i e s )  
were devoted above a l l  else t o  Ma0 and Mao's thought  and 
deserved t o  hold t h e i r  j obs ;  and, of course ,  a number o f -  
t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  were n e i t h e r  wel l -prepared nor  t a c t f u l .  
I n  o t h e r  cases--e.g.  i n  K i r i n  and Chekiang, some' f r a g m h t a r y  
r e p o r t i n g  suggests-- the first s e c r e t a r y  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  a ,  
good j o b  wi th  them, e i t h e r  because t h e y  were n o t  e s p e c i a l l y  
m i l i t a n t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  o r  because he was unusua l ly  
wel l -prepared ,  c o n c i l i a t o r y  and adept .  The m i l  i t a n t s  
seemed t o  have t h e  b e s t  s ense  of Wao's wishes--to provide  
a hard work-out, a hard examinat ion t o  be graded l a t e r .  

' A t t h e  same t i m e ,  t ~ r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s '  response  t o  t h e  



Red Guards--as eva lua t ed  by t h e  Red Guards--was c e r t a i n l y  
n o t  t h e  on ly  f a c t o r  i n  de te rmin ing  t h e i r  l a t e r  s t a t u s .  ' 

Indeed, t h e r e  is some r eason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  new team 
commissioned p o s t e r  criticism of some p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  
l a t e r  in- year--those who had p rev ious ly  escaped it-- 
i n  o r d e r  t o  swell t h e  c a s e  a g a i n s t  any g iven  p r o v i n c i a l  
l e a d e r  whom t h e  team might dec ide ,  f o r  whatever combina- 
t i o n  of r ea sons ,  t o  purge.  

On 1 5  September Peking h e l d  its t h i r d  g r e a t  r a l l y  
("a m i l l i o n w )  w i t h i n  a month. Again Mao '*reviewedt1 t h e  

I g a t h e r i n g  wi thout  speak ing  (he is s a i d  t o  have walked t o  
I and f r o  and waved), a g a i n  L i n  P i a o  appeared as h i s  on ly  
I **c lose  comrade, l1 aga in  an  o f f i c e r  of t he  m c u l t u r a l  revo- 
I l u t i o n  groupn opened the meeting ( t h i s  t i m e  gang Shang, 

desc r ibed  a s  "advisor1* t o  t h e  group),  aga in  t h e  new l i n e -  
u p  of l e a d e r s  was brought  o u t ,  and aga in  L in  and Chou En- 
l a 1  made t h e  main speeches.  Lin aga in  p r a i s e d  t h e  Red 
Guards s t r o n g l y ,  a g a i n  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  "main t a r g e t  of 
a t t ack t1  as people  i n  power i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  and aga in  ex- 
h o r t e d  h i s  audience t o  t a l s e ~ c F i o n ~ n s t  them--and d i d  
n o t  r e p e a t  h i s  admonitions a g a i n s t  v io l ence ,  a l though 
he d i d  c a l l  f o r  t h e  development of a "high s e n s e  of 
o r g a n i z a t  i on  and d i s c i p l  i n e  . "* It  was a g a i n  Chou En- la i  

*Just two days l a t e r ,  Wang En-mao, t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  
i n  S inkiang  who had had a good d e a l  of v i o l e n c e  used a g a i n s t  
him i n  e a r l y  September, d e l i v e r e d  himself  of some i n v e c t i v e .  
Speaking i n  Urumchi (Tihua) ,  Wang p r a i s e d  t h e  p rog res s  
of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  S inkiang  and endorsed L in  
P i a o ' s  c a l l  f o r  "bombarding t h e  headqua r t e r s ,  bu t  went 
on t o  vo ice  " r e s o l u t e  opposi t ion1 '  t o  t h e  "schemes of 
monsters and demons...to bombard t h e  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  , 
p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ~  (A s i m i l a r  b roadcas t  from Hunan 
on 20 September used much t h e  same fo rmula t ion  t o  d e s c r i b e  
what had happened t h e r e . )  Obviously, i n  Wangts eyes ,  and 
i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  CCP l e a d e r s h i p  u n t i l  summer 1966, t h e  
headqua r t e r s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  S inkiang  w a s  t h e  o f f i c e  
of t h e  p a r t y ' s  p r o v i n c i a l  committee. 



who s t a t e d  an unmil it an t  p o s i t  ion, t h i s  t i m e  f ormulat ing 
a cons t ruc t ive  r o l e  f o r  t h e  Red Guards--assisting in pro- 
duct ion,  and i n  t h e  r o l e s  of workers a s  well  a s  exhor te r s .  
It was not e x a c t l y  a ques t ion  of Lin and Chou g iv ing  t h e i r  
a u d a n c e  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i v e s  , a s  t h e  content  of Chou's 
b r i e f i n g s  of Red ~ u z r d s  a t  t h e  t i m e  indica ted  t h a t  Chou, 
l i k e  Lin, saw t h e  main immediate r o l e  of t h e  Red Guards 
a s  t h a t  of t e s t i n g  p a r t y  l eaders .  But again t h e r e  was 
a d i f fe rence  of emphasis, suggest ing,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  pos- 
s i b i l i t y  of an important disagreement on t h e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  between t h e  wrevolut ion" and product ion. * 

* saw f i lms  of t h e  r a l l i e s  
of 3!~ nugust ana l o  a e p t e m ~ e r  an passed along some impres- 
s ions :  "The new f i l m s  preserve t h e  f a m i l i a r  order  of 
prominence: Mao, Lin and Chou t o  t h e  f o r e ,  with Tao and 
Kang dancing at tendance.  They a l s o  r e i n f o r c e  most s t r o n g l y  
t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  is nothing b a s i c a l l y  wrong with 
Mao. He walks s t e a d i l y ,  unass is ted  except up and down 
s t e p s .  He is genera l ly  a l e r t ,  though he withdraws oc- 
cas iona l ly  i n t o  a 'b l ind  godt s tance .  He is capable of 
a wide range of ges tu res .  He speaks vigorously (though 
h i s  voice is not heard on t h e  f i lm)  t o  t h e  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  
and gues ts  on t h e  rostrum. The only  problem i n  t h i s  r e spec t  
is t h a t  h i s  t e e t h ,  which were never good, are now i n  a 
shocking s t a t e . . .  While he obviously makes himself under- 
s tood i n  personal  conversat ion,  t h e  r e s u l t  of a pub l i c  
address would presumably be unimpressive, and t h i s  may 
w e l l  be t h e  reason 'Wao does not speak I . . . "  (This l a t t e r  
poin t  looks f r i v o l o u s  a t  f i r s t  glance,  but  it may i n  f a c t  
be one important reason t h a t  Mao does not make pub1 ic 
speeches; wi th  h i s  mouth open, when he is not wearing h i s  
f a l s e  t e e t h ,  Mao looks s e n i l e ,  f o o l i s h ,  comically e v i l ,  
9 t h e  grandmother on a box of poisoned chocolatesT--and 
he may never have learned t o  manage h i s  f a l s e  t e e t h  w e l l  
enough t o  speak e f f e c t i v e l y  with them.) 



The 1 6  September Red F lag  chose t o  emphasize t h e  
same p o i n t  t h a t  L i n  P i a o h a d x t  t ook  up h i s  remarks of 
31 August about  t h e  need t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between f r i e n d s  
and enemies, and r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  p o i n t  o f  bo th  31 August 
and 15 September--as t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  had f i r s t  
said--that t h e  "main t a r g e t 1 '  was t o  be pe r sons  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
i n  t h e  p a r t y .  I t  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  "main o r i e n t a t i o n t t  
Z the stru@;gle was t o  ."concentmate e f f o r t s  t o  s t r i k e  a t  
t h i s  whandfu lw of "primary,  important ,  and most dangerous 
enemies,  '* and warned its audience t o  avoid t h e  mistake of 
" t ak ing  hold  of q u e s t i o n s  secondary i n  importance while  
p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  main targets t o  s l i p  by." T h i s  formula- 
t i o n ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t ,  seemed p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  to c a l l  f o r  

I 

I 
e a r l y  and d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a  number of p a r t y  lead-  

I ers ( l a t e r ,  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
I was no t  aimed at  "al l  l e a d i n g  cadres , "  o n l y  t h e  handfu l ) .  

The e a i t o r i a l  went on t o  s a y  t h a t  by secondary  q u e s t i o n s  
it meant "genera l  shortcomings and mis t akes  i n  t h e  work 
s t y l e  of t h e  people , "  as d i s t i n c t  from p a r t y  f u n c t i o n a r i e s . *  

On 18 September t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army Daily--almost 
c e r t a i n l y  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  views of Lin  ---chose t o  
emphasize t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  Chou En- la i  had. I t  agreed wi th  
Chou t h a t  one impor tan t  t a s k  f o r  t h e  PLA, government 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and "schools  and c o l l e g e s  which have 
not  y e t  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n w  was 
t h a t  of h e l p i n g  t o  g a t h e r  t h e  autumn h a r v e s t .  On t h e  
same day Peking Radio announced t h a t ,  " i n  response  to  t h e  
c a l l  of Chairman Mao Tse-tung and t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  committee," 
more t h a n  100,000 Red Guards and o t h e r  young revolutiion- 
a r i e s  had gone t o  Peking ' s  suburbs  t o  do so .  I t  w a s  f u r t h e r  
announced on t h e  same day t h a t  " l a r g e  groups1* of young 
people  were s o  engaged " in  many p a r t s  of the  country.*@ 

la ter  r e p o r t e d  a rumor 
e t i n g  i n  roughly  t h e  

pe r iod  5-10 September, which i n t e r  a l i a  ~ d i s c u s s e d w  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and produc- 
t ion .  The "d iscuss  ion" c l e a r l y  p e r s i s t e d  beyond 10 
September and probably i n t o  December, ending  i n  a  d e f e a t  
f o r  t h o s e  who hoped t o  keep t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
from i n t e r f e r i n g  s e r i o u s l y  wi th  product ion .  



And on 19 September People ' s  D a i l y  under l ined  t h e  p o i n t :  
t h e  regime's highest-pr ior i ty-  was now t h e  ha rves t . *  

Nothing new was s a i d  o r  done p u b l i c l y  i n  t h e  rest 
of September. There was an i n t e r e s t i n g  development on 
24 September, however, when People  ' s Dai ly  r e p r i n t e d  i n  
its e n t i r e t y  a long,  t e d i o u s  a r t ic le  f r o m t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  
Army Da i ly  of  t h e  prev ious  day.** The a r t i c l e - - a c t u a l l y  
a c o l l e c t i o n  of  m a t e r i a l s ' f o r  PLA u n i t s  t o  s t u d y  i n  pre- 
p a r a t i o n  f o r  Nat iona l  Day on 1 October--was a review of 
t h e  " s i t u a t i o n u  ("very f  inem)  i n  f i m i l i a r  terms: t h e  
importance of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n w  l e d  by Nao (and 
s e c o n d a r i l y  L i n ) ,  t h e  cont inued presence  of a "small num- 
ber  of persons  i n  power i n  t h e  p a r t y f r  who must be %t ruck  
down," t h e  g r e a t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of t h e  Red Guards and t h e  
PLA, t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  s t u d y i n g  and apply ing  t h e  works 
of Mao (" the g r e a t e s t  Marx is t -Lenin is t  of our  eraf1), t h e  
" t r ans f  ormat iont1 of ideology and enthusiasm i n t o  m a t e r i a l  
$a ins  (an " o v e r a l l  l e a p  forward" s e e n  on "every f r o n t v ) ,  
t h e  PLA a s  a "g rea t  school  of Maots thought" and t h e  model 
f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  coun t ry  ( the  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  u n i v e r s a l  man, 
who could and would p l ay  a l l  s o c i a l  and product ive  r o l e s ) ,  
t h e  i l l u m i n a t i o n  g iven  t h e  e n t i r e  world by Maots thought  
( t h e  f a n t a s y  of  China a s  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  "world revolu-  
t i o n " ) ,  and t h e  need f o r  t h e  PLA t o  p r e s s  ahead on its 

* I r o n i c a l l y ,  i n  t h e  same pe r iod  (21 September) a Honan 
broadcas t  denounced a p a r t y  o f f i c i a l  t h e r e  f o r  evading 
t h e  thought  of  Mao Tse-tung and c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on h i s  j ob  . 
of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduct ion ;  he was quoted a s  having s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  problem f o r  him was how g r e a t  t h e  food 
s h o r t a g e  would be and how t o  f e e d  t h e  people  b e t t e r ,  and 
a s  having c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  work-teams f o r  ho ld ing  meetings 
i n s t e a d  of working. 

**The f i r s t  p o s t e r s  c r i t i c i z i n g  L iu  Shao-chi were re- 
po r t ed  on t h i s  day, and on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day (25 September) 
Japanese v i s i t o r s  were t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  could not  see L i u  
because he was "under c r l t  i c i s m  now. 



present  l i n e s  (car ry  through t h e  revo lu t ion ,  hold a l o f t  
Mao's banner, e t c . ) .  The t h i n g  of in teres t - -apar t  from 
t h e  demonstration of t h e  PLA9s adherence t o  Mao's dogma 
i n  its most extreme form--was t h e  r e p r i n t i n g  of it by 
People ' s  Daily.  That is, t h e  p a r t y  newspaper, r a t h e r  
t h a n  o r i g m n g  mate r i a l  of its own f o r  National Day, 
served up t h i s  ma te r i a l  prepared f o r  t h e  narrow PLA audi- 
ence--as i f  indeed t h e  PLA were t h e  model f o r  everyone 
i n  t h e  narrowest,  s t r i c t e s t  sense.  The a c t i o n  placed 
t h e  PLA newspaper again i n  t h e  position--which it had 
occupied through t h e  previous winter  and spring--of pro- 
v id ing l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revolut ion ,  I* and it 
a l s o  gave t h e  p a r t y ' s  impriaatur  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  of Lin 
P iao  alone a s  s t and ing  on t h e  he igh t s  with Chairman Mao. 

L i t t l e  new mate r i a l  came t o  hand i n  t h e  l a s t  two 
weeks of September on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  Red 
Guards and t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group" and its subor- 
d i n a t e  committees and teams. The l i t t l e  t h e r e  was d id  
not change t h e  p i c t u r e  of mid-September; . t h a t  is, it was 
still a mixed p i c t u r e ,  with most of t h e  evidence still  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  bodies had t h e  
l a r g e s t  r o l e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of the Red Guards (even 
though Lin Piao  i n  Peking might and probably d id  have a 
l a r g e r  voice i n  po l i cy  than e i t h e r  Chou En-lai  o r  t h e  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group t h e r e ) .  
For example, i n  conversat ions of about t h e  same time, 
Chinese Communist o f f i c i a l s  

seem t o  have been 1 ing  on .tne c e n t r a l  p lace  
e c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  committees with respect  both S s  

t o  t h e  l o c a l  p a r t y  committees and t h e  Red Guards: accord- 
ing t o  these  persons, "every organiza t ionu i h  China was 
t o  have its c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  body, nominally subordinate  
t o  t h e  l o c a l  pa r ty  committee but wi th  power t o  "a t tackw 
t h e  l o c a l  committee f o r  disobedience t o  t h e  pa r ty  c e n t e r ,  
( thus  s e r v i n g  a s  a device f o r  d iv id ing  t h e  pa r ty  commit- 
tee); t h e  p a r t y  committee, they  s a i d  (as  summarized by 
t h e  diplomat),  would a l s o  be ' 'subject t o  a t t a c k  by t h e  
Red Guards," t h e  impl ica t ion  being t h a t  t h e  Guards would 
ge t  t h e i r  o rde r s  through " c u l t u r a l  revolut ion"  bodies.  
Broadcasts showed t h a t  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t i o n  bodies continued t o  p res ide  over  Red Guard r a l l i e s  



.at t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a s  w e l l  as n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ;  
Jshowed c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  

' c r ~ r e c t m g  icea w a r d  u n i t s  i n  v a r i o u s  ways. 

A s  p r e v i o u s l y  noted ,' m a t e r i a l s  r ece ived  much l a t e r  
i n d i c a t e d  p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards were n o t  ge t -  
t i n g  o r d e r s  t o  a t t a c k  p a r t i c u l a r  t a r g e t s ;  t h a t  t h e y  were 
beingTiZEZd l o o s e  w i t h  n o t  much more t h a n  an e x h o r t a t i o n  
t o  usic'mlt and an assurance  t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  would be shaken 
out .*  (One group of Shanghai Red Guards, asked how t h e y  
could  judge t h e  "mistakesw of  t h e  Shanghai committee, . s a i d  
t h a t  t h e y  s imply  used t h e i r  l i t t l e  r e d  books of Maots s a y - ,  
i n g s .  A T i e n t s i n  group sa id  it go t  its "orders" from 
Peop le ' s  Da i ly  and Red Flag . )  But, i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  Red 
Guards w e m i n g  d=cted,  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r ece ived  l a t e r  
c o n f i r m a h e  impression g iven  by t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a t  t h e  
t i m e .  Notably,  t h e  r e p o r t  r ece ived  i n  December of Chou 
En- l a i ' s  b r i e f i n g  of 10 September quoted Chou a s  i d e n t i f y -  
i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  w c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group1' a s  t h e  u l t i -  
mate a u t h o r i t y  f o r  Red Guards who f e l t  ob l iged  t o  s e e k  
d i r e c t i v e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s o l v i n g  t h e i r  own problems, and 
a l s o  as t e l l i n g  t h e  Guards t o  coo rd ina t e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  
w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  bodies .  These same 
m a t e r i a l s  showed t h a t  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  group gave many b r i e f i n g s  t o  l o c a l  and v i s i t -  
i n g  Red Guards i n  t h e  second h a l f  of September. 

*This a p p a r e n t l y  remained t r u e  u n t i l  December. I n  
January .  1967 1 

a speech by Chou En- la i  t o  hundreds of  vis i t !  
on 2 October,  i n  which he t o l d  them: "On 

the q u e s t i o n  of bombarding t h e  headqua r t e r s ,  I cannot  
i d e n t i f y  f o r  you a l l  t h e  t a r g e t s .  I l e a v e  t o  you t o  
prove amid your s t r u g g l e s  which headqua r t e r s  is. t h e  
b l ack  gang and which is n b t . . . I  l e ave  you t o  f i n d  o u t  - - 

f o r  your se lves  through s t r u g g l e s  when you a r e  wrong... 
Your bombardment of  headqua r t e r s  cannot  be a c c u r a t e  eve ry  
t i m e .  Even people  l i k e  us  cannot  be a c c u r a t e  i n  every  
s h o t . .  ." 



The most v a l u a b l e  m a t e r i a l  of t h e  per iod- - for  l i g h t  
on  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of Maots new team toward t h e  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s  and t h e  Red Guards who had been a t t a c k i n g  it--was 
n o t  r ece ived  unt il l a t e  November: an account  of t h e  "main 
p o i n t s v  of . a  l o n g  speech by Chou En-la i  t o  v i s i t i n g  Red 
Guards from t h e  Engineer ing  I n s t - i t u t e  i n  Harbin,  who had 
been foremost  among t h o s e  "bombarding t h e  headqua r t e r s  
of t h e  Heilungkiang p r o v i n c i a l  committee s i n c e  l a t e  August, 
Chou's speech--regarded a s  s t a t i n g  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  posi-  
t ion  of o t h e r  l e a d e r s  as well--is undated,  b u t  h i s  r'efer- 
ence t o  t h i s  event  a s  having begun never a month1* p r i o r  
t o  h i s  speech s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  speech  was made nea r  the 
end of September: The t e x t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Tao Chu spoke 
on t h e  same occas ion ,  and took  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same l i n e .  

The speech is p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  for its 
clear i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was such  a t h i n g  as impermis- 
sible behavior  by t h e  Red ~ u a r d s ,  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
i n  Peking e i t h e r  had envisaged,  a l l  a long  or  had f i n a l l y  
formula ted  some l i m i t s  beyond which t h e  Red Guards were 
not  t o  be allowed t o  go.* I n  t h i s  connect ion ,  Chou em- 
phas ized  i n  h i s  speech t h a t  it was n o t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of 
t h e  new team t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  convent iona l  p a r t y  apparatus--  
a b a s i c  p o i n t  t h a t  might have been recognized  e a r l i e r  

7 e  l i t t l e  new in fo rma t ion  on t h e  p rog res s  of t h e  
p a r t y  i n  o rgan iz ing  Red Guard "headquartersn p re sen ted  
more problems than  it s o l v e d .  For  example, i n  l a t e  
September, from Shenyang (Mukden) a lone  f he re  came ac- 
c o u n t s  n o t  on ly  of t h e  a c t i v i t y  of headqua r t e r s  of Red 
Guards of u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s ,  and of  headqua r t e r s  
of Red Guards of middle-schools,  b u t  of a "General Com- 
mand of Red  successor^^^, and then  of t h e  a c t i v i t y  of "Red 
Guards of Mao Tse-tung's Thoughtv of u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 
c o l l e g e s  and middle-schools i n  t h e  Mukden a r e a ,  who 
dec l a red  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  a "Shenyang Headquarters  
of Red Guards of Mao Tse- tung 's  Thought" and of a "Shen- 
yang Middle-School Headquarters  of Red Guards of Mao Tse- 
t ung' s' Thought. " 



from t h e  p a r t y l s . p r e v i o u s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e . m a i n  enemy 
c o n s i s t e d  of on ly  a llhandf u l w  of p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  bu t  
wh'ich, i n  the. l i g h t  of Peking ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  impose c l e a r  
l i m i t s  on Red Guard a c t i o n s  from t h e  s t a r t , .  some of t h e  
Red Guards had unders tandably  f a i l e d  t o  grasp .  

Chou began t h i s  speech by c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  t h e  Red 
Guards on t h e i r   revolutionary r e b e l l i o n ,  l1 bu t  went Qn 
qu ick ly  t o  s a y  and t o  r e p e a t  t h a t  t h e i r  unders tanding 
of Mao's i n s t r u c t  i o n s  had been "inadequate.  " He s o f t e n e d  
t h i s  a b i t  by conceding t h a t  mis takes  were i n e v i t a b l e ,  
b u t  emphasized ( s t  a t  i n g  s e v e r a l  t imes)  t h a t  mis takes  
must be c o r r e c t e d ,  

Chou t h e n  got t o  h i s  main po in t :  t h a t  t h e  Red 
Guards were no t  t o  "s t ruggle1 '  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  a g a i n s t  
a l l  members o f t h e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  municipal  and o t h e r  p a r t y  
committees.  He  s p e c  i f  ied t h a t  Pan Fu-sheng , t h e  Heilung- 
k i ang  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  who had been i n s t a l l e d  on ly  i n  March, 
was a good man and had t h e  confidence of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
i n  Peking. He  went on t o  s a y  t h a t  even Peng Chen had 
had a g e n e r a l l y  good r e c o r d ,  and t h a t  good work had been 
done by l leevera l  comradestt under Peng 's l e i d e r s h i p .  * 
Chou s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Heilungkiang committee a l s o  had some 
"good comrades,lt and noted f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e r e  were l i m i t s  
t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  even  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  recognized as "an t i -  
p a r t y ,  It because (naming one, Chou Yang) " i f  w e  s t r u g g l e  
and he d i e s  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t h e n  he w i l l  no t  be a b l e  t o  

Whou a t  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  i n  t h i s  speech seemed t o  t a k e  
a "moderatef1 a t t i t u d e  toward p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  d i s f a v o r  , 
r a t h e r  t h a n  wishing t o  blacken them r e t r o a c t i v e l y  back 
t o  tho  womb. I n  t h e  absence of d e t a i l e d  accounts  of' 
speeches  by o t h e r  l e a d e r s  be l i eved  t o  speak d i r e c t l y  
f o r  Mao (Mme. Mao and Chen Po-t a )  , it cannot  be a s s e r t e d  
f l a t l y  t h a t  Chouts a t t i t u d e  d i f f e r e d  from Mao's. Never- 
theless, whi l e  Chou would probably no t  a t tempt  s e r i o u s l y  
t o  defend someone whom Mao wanted t o  ,break, a l l  of h i s  
speeches  sugges t  t h a t  he  would be on "moderatew s i d e  
while t h e  ques t  i on  was still  be ing  debated.  



speak out  f u r t h e r  and w i l l  not be a b l e  t o  p lay  the. r o l e  
of a  t eacher  by negat ive .  example. f1 (The t r a n s l a t o r  was 
unsure of t h e  accuracy o f  t h i s  passage, but it , is a credi -  
b l e  rendering,  and t h e  point  he lps '  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  prolonged, : 
e l a b o r a t e  h a n d l i n g  of t h e  cases  of Peng Chen and o t h e r s  
who have fallen. ) 

Chou went on t o  emphasize t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ' s  confid- 
ence i n  Pan Fu-sheng, and argued reasonably t h a t  Pan could 
dot  do t h e  e n t i r e  job himself ,  t h a t  h e  had t o  have--and 
d id  have--a number of " r e l a t i v e l y  good p r o v i n c i a l  commit- 
tee comradesu t o  he lp  him. C i t ing  a "demandIg by some of 
t h e  Red Guards t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee send "some fiew7 - 
personst1 t o  Heilungkiang, Chou r e j e c t e d  t h i s  idea  and- 
went on t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Northeast Bureau of t h e  
party--the s u p e r i o r  body--had been given " f u l l  responsi-  
b i l  i tyP1  f o r  hand1 ing t h e  problem of He i lungkiang . Fur ther  
c i t i n g  r e p o r t s  t h a t  some people wished t o  a t t a c k  t h e  
Northeast Bureau itself (as other  r eg iona l  bureaus had 
been a t tacked,  but  t h e  Northeast had no t ,  a t  t h e  t ime) ,  
Chou observed d ry ly  t h a t  t h e  Northeast Bureau i t s e l f  
had been s e n t  by t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, and t h a t ,  i f  
t h e  Northeast Bureau were at tacked a s  a  "black gang," 
t h i s  would amount t o  a t t ack ing  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee it- 
s e l f  ; Chou t o l d  h i s  audience f  l a t l g  not  t o  use t h e  term 
"black gang" again (as  applied,  apparent ly ,  t o  a pa r ty  
organiza t ion)  , and s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  Mao himself had found 
t h i s  term unsu i t ab le  because vague.* 

*It  will be r e c a l l e d  t h a t '  t he  'moderate' Red Guard 
f o r c e s  which had c lashed with t h e  m i l i t a n t s  a t  Tsinghua 
i n  l a t e  August had i m p l i c i t l y  associa ted  Chou wi th  op- 
p o s i t i o n  t o  pos te r  a t tacks- -d i rec t  o r  indirect--on t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee. I t  is not c l e a r  whether Chou i n  
t h i s  speech t o  t h e  Heilungkiang Red Guards was c o r r e c t l y  
represeqt  ing  b!aols p o s i t i o n  with respec t  t o  t h i s  p a r t  i- 
cular point  of pos te r  a t t a c k s  on t h e  Northeast Bureau, 
a s  o the r  spokesmen apparent ly  d i d  - not t r y  t o  discourage 
a t t a c k s  on any regional  bureau. - 



Chou r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  if-not-red- 
then-black schoo l  of thought  (poss ib ly  r ep re sen ted  by t h e  
extreme l e f t i s t  Kuai Ta-Pu, whose s u p p o r t e r s  ha-1 c lashed  
wi th  f o r c e s  s a i d  t o  be pro-Chou a t  Tsinghua), a lice which 
f o r  example would s t i g m a t i z e  as  "blackv1 t h e  c h i l d r e n  of 
a person who had "made a mistake."  hlao opposed this t o o ,  
Chou s a i d ,  and went on t o  make t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  a good 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e  could no t  be t ransformed overn ight  
i n t o  an "ant  i p a r t y "  f i g u r e ,  t h a t  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  must be 
g iven  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  reform.  Chou conceded t h a t  some 
"blackw persons  would be found, b u t  argued t h a t  no t  even 

, t h e  worst  p a r t y  committee would be " a l l  b1ack.I' 

Re turn ing  t o  t h e  ques t  ion  of t h e  Heilungkiang com- 
m i t t e e ,  Chou s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Nor theas t  Bureau was organiz-  
i n g  a "temporaryt1 committee f o r  t h e  province ,  and t h a t  
"you must s u p p o r t w  Pan Fu-sheng, and "must accept  t h e  
l eade r sh ip"  of t h e  new committee, a l though its members 
might be c r i t i c i z e d  l i k e  anybody else. (Chou d i d  n o t  
g e t  i n t o  t h e  q u e s t  i o n  of  t h e  compl i c a t  i ons  in t roduced  
i n t o  p a r t y  conunittee " leadersh ip"  by t h i s  f a c t o r  o r  by 
t h e  r o l e  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  groupw of t h e  com- 
mittee--presumably because he wished on t h i s  occas ion  t o  
emphasize Peking ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  cont inued  good h e a l t h  
of most of t h e  convent iona l  p a r t y  appa ra tus  .) F u r t h e r ,  
C h o u i d  ( a s  he had' s a i d  be fo re ,  a s  Tsinghua) , t h e  Red 
Guards could s a y  i n  t h e i r  p o s t e r s  anyth ing  t h e y  l i k e d ,  
a s  t h e  p a r t y  and s t a t e  would no t  be bound by them, bu t  
t h e y  could no t  Use t h e  o f f i c i a l  media--the p r e s s ,  r a d i o ,  
and TV--'to mte t h e i r  c a s e ;  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e y  could 
no t  imprison people ,  a s  t h e y  had a l r e a d y  done (" in  t h e  
s i r e  coun t ry  t h i s  has  happened on ly  i n  ~ e i l u n g k i a n g " )  . 
Persons "captured" by the .  Red Guards, Chou s a i d ,  must 
be handed over  t o  t h e  (new) ,p rov inc i a l  c o m m i t t e e  and Pan 
Fu-sheng. The Red Guards must no t  t r y  t o  " e f f e c t  l i a i -  
son  with" (meaning, appa ren t ly ,  " t r y  t o  make d i r e c t  use  
of "1 t h e  organs  of d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  i . e .  t h e  PLA, p u b l i c  
s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e s ,  and o f f i c i a l  propaganda media. Emphash- 
i n g  h i s  p o i n t ,  Chou s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  bureau 
was charged w i t h  making " a r r e s t s "  ( appa ren t ly  meant a s  
an  e q u i v a l e n t  term t o  "captur ing" peop le ) ,  bu t  st ill must 
have t h e  approval  of  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee. 
Chou s a i d  t h a t  Mao had not au tho r i zed  any organiza t ion- - the  



R e d  Guards o r  whatever--to "capture'' people,  and asked 
them t o  recognize t h a t  the  p r o l e t a r i a t  could not s u r -  
render  its d i c t a t o r s h i p  t o  u n o f f i c i a l  organs. Chou 
c i t e d  Tao Chuqs remarks (apparent ly i n  a speech j u s t  
preceding h i s )  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some schools  had a 
number of Red Guard groups with d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  of 
view, and :'if t h e y  a l l  began cap tu r ing  people, would it 
not  be terrible?" Tao had a l s o  complained t h a t  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  i n  Peking--probably t h e  c e n t r a l  " c u l t u r a l  revo- 
l u t i o n  group1*--had telephoned t h e  R e d  Guards i n  Harbin 
t h r e e  t i m e s ,  bu t  they  had not ye t  r e l eased  t h e i r  prison- 
ers. . (This would seem t o  be t h e  first repor ted  ins tance  
of Red  Guard u n i t s  disregarding--perhaps wi th  important 
backing--direct orders from t h e  p a r t y  high command.) 

Chou went on t o  t e l l  t h e  Red Guards not  t o  i n t e r -  
fere with production,  i n  f a c t  t o  !koncent ra te  on promot- 
ing production,"  and t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  production. This  
t o o  was t o  be done under t h e  l eadersh ip  of t h e  p rov inc ia l  
p a r t y  committee. 

F i n a l l y ,  on t h e  quest  ion of r e l a t i o n s  among revolu- 
t i o n a r y  groups, Chou appeared t o  s a y  t h a t  s tuden t  organi- 
s a t  ions ( inc luding t h e  Red Guards) should respec t  ,and 
help  one another ,  t h a t  "bad people1* i n  indiv idual  s tuden t  
organiza t ions  would be only  a smal l  minor i ty ,  and t h a t  
t h e s e  would be d e a l t  with a t  a l a t e r  s t a g e  of t h e  move- 
ment, as had been s t a t e d  i n  t h e  8 August dec la ra t ion .  
Chou again made c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  l eadersh ip  i n  Peking 
authorized and even encouraged t h e  "pro1 i f  e r a t  iontt of 
s tuden t  organiza t ions  i n  d i f f e r e n t  forms and with d i f  - 
f e r e n t  l i n e s ,  r*because young people ' s thoughts  have ups 
and downs," and a t  t h e  end t h e r e  would be "unanimity."* 
Chou closed by r e i t e r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  ques t ion  of t h e  Heilung- 
kiang p a r t y  committee had been e n t r u s t e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee t o  t h e  Northeast Bureau and Pan Fu-sheng of 
t h e  former p r o v i n c i a l  committee. 

*Materials rece ived much l a t e r  r epor ted  Chou a s  t e l l - '  
ing  another audience of Red Guards on 2 October t h a t  t h e  
merging of t h e i r  va r ious  f a c t i o n s  was t h e  eventual  aim, 
but t h a t  t h i s  could only be done by %truggle."  



In sum, t h e  most v i o l e n t  s t a g e  of Red Guard a c t i -  
v i t y  subsided a f t e r  mid-September, and t h e  Red Guards 
throughout September appeared t o  be shaping up a s  a d i s -  
c i p l i n e d  o r g a n i s a t  ion  f o r  f u r t h e r  use, inc luding v i o l e n t  
use sagain i f  requi red;  but  t h i s  l a t t e r  appearance was i n  
important r e s p e c t s  misleading, a s  l a t e r  ma te r i a l  showed 
t h e  Red Guards t o  have a l ready po la r i zed  (with a t  l e a s t  
some of them be l i ev ing  t h a t  these f a c t i o n s  represented  
f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  inner  c i r c l e  i t s e l f ) ,  and t o  be prepar- 
ing t o  e s t a b l i s h  r i v a l  headquarters .  Chou En-lai  and 
t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  l lcu l tura l  r evo lu t ion  group" 
apparent ly  continued t o  p lay  t h e  l a r g e s t  r o l e s  i n  giv- 
ing  t h e  Red Guards t h e i r  d i r e c t i v e s ,  and Chou i n  l a t e  
September made clear t o  them t h a t  they  were not t o  wreck 
t h e  conventional  p a r t y  apparatus and t h a t  c e r t a i n  a c t  ions-- 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  using t h e  par . tySs o f f i c i a l  propaganda 
media and making arrests--were forbidden t o  them. The 
dominant voices  of. t h e  new team--MaoSs voice  i n d i r e c t l y ,  
and Lin P iao ' s  and Chou En-lai ' s  voices  directly--through- 
ou t  September encouraged t h e  audience t o  be l i eve  t h a t  

. f u r t h e r  and s t r o n g  ac t ion  would be taken a g a i n s t  a number 
of important f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  p a r t y  (although Chou's voice 

a was s o f t e r ) ;  a f t e r  mid-September - these same voices  (es- 
p e c i a l l y  Chou's) a l s o  suggested t h a t  such a c t i o n  might 
not  be taken f o r  some months. 

October: Waiting, o r  Debating (or  Both?), o r  rlStrugglingn? 

Throughout October, observers  of t h e  China scene 
specula ted  as regards  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  who 
had been demoted i n  August, of t h e  r e g i o n a l  and p rov inc ia l  
f i g u r e s  who had been "bombardedw by t h e  Red Guards i n  
August and September, and of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
i n  Peking who came under a t t a c k  i n  wal l -pos ters  i n  October. 
A l l  month long, observers  waited i n  va in  f o r  some c l e a r  
s i g n  of t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  of those  few members.of Mao's new . 
team who had not been at tacked and were presumably i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  t o  make t h e  decis ions  a s  r ega rds  t h e  o t h e r s ,  
although some observers  bel ieved t h a t  even t h e s e  few were 
unable t o  work t h e i r  w i l l .  In  o t h e r  words, observers  were 
divided i n t o  those  who bel ieved t h a t  t h e  new team was 



w a i t i n g  f o r  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  become r i p e  be fo re  t a k i n g  f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n ,  o t h e r s  be l i eved  t h a t  members of t h e  team were de- 
b a t i n g  t h e i r  f u t u r e  cou r se ,  o t h e r s  be l i eved  t h a t  both of 
t h e s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  were t r u e  ( i . e . ,  t h a t  t h e  team by t h i s  
t i m e  had i n  mind a rough scheme--a prolonged m o r a l i t y  play-- 
f o r  t h e  nex t  s e v e r a l  months, bu t  was deba t ing  whether 
some of t h e  s cenes  should  o r  even could  be s t a g e d ;  t h e  
viewpoint  of t h i s  paper ) ,  and o t h e r s  be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  
new team was para lyzed  as a team owing t o  a f i e r c e  "power 
s t r u g g l e "  among its l e a d e r s .  

The Nat iona l  Day ceremony i n  Peking on 1 October 
set t h e  t o n e .  Mao Tse-tung--described by Peking a s  "look- 
i n g  v e r y  heal thyw--s tood on t h e  Tienanmen ros t rum and 
watched a r e p o r t e d  1,500,000 people  parade p a s t ,  many of 
them b e a r i n g  h i s  p o r t r a i t  and s e l e c t i o n s  from h i s  works. 
Although Mao was on view f o r  s e v e r a l  hours ,  he s a i d  noth- 
i ng ,  c o n t e n t i n g  himself  w i th  "waving h i s  handw t o  t h e  
"paradersw and wmasses." L in  'Piao,  who s tood  bes ide  Mao, 
made an "important speechr1 which s a i d  no th ing ,  s imply  tak-  
i n g  no te  of t h e  "ear th-shaking changesu of t h e  17 yea r s  
of  t h e  Peking regime and r e i t e r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  aim of t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  revolut ion ' l  was t o  "overthrow $hrough s t r u g g l e  
t h e  sma l l  handfu l  of persons  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  who have 
been i n  a u t h o r i t y  and have t a k e n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road ,  
wh i l e  r i d d i n g  China of its o l d  i d e a s ,  c u l t u r e ,  customs 
and h a b i t s .  Other speeches--none by p a r t y  leaders--added 
no th ing  t o  nothing.* 

The Red Flag  e d i t o r i a l  of t h e  fo l lowing  day w a s  
h a r d l y  be t t e r .  f t r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  formula of t h e  " s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  a handfu l  of persons  i n  power w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y , "  
gave t h e  convent iona l  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e i r  emergence ( t h e  

-The ceremony was none the l e s s  impressive.  A newsreel 
of t h e  occas ion  shows t h e  landscape  of a nightmare,  w i th  
r ank  upon rank  of young Chinese,  dense ly  packed and s t r e t c h -  
i n g  under t h e  b lank  sky  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  eye could see, surg-  
i n g  p a s t  wi th  t h e i r  eyes  l i f t e d  t o  Chairman Mao, brandish-  
i n g  t h e i r  l i t t l e  r ed  books of dogina and shou t ing .  



"law of c l a s s  s t r u g g l e w ) ,  contended t h a t  "only by means 
of s t r i k i n g  downu such persons  i n  t h e  p a r t y  could t h e  
schemes of t h e  e x p l o i t i n g  c l a s s  be thwar ted ,  and took  
note  t h a t  t h e  

... t i n y  handfu l  of persons  has  adopted 
new ways t o  dece ive  t h e  masses, t o  resist 
t h e  16-point  d e c i s i o n  and t o  p e r s i s t  i n  
ma in t a in ing  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e  of t h e  
bourgeo i s i e ,  and h a s  gone t o  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  
t o  f u l f i l l  its t a r g e t s  by means of i n c i t i n g  
t h e  masses t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  masses. 

The e d i t o r i a l  went on t o  a s k  r h e t o r i c a l l y  how t h e .  p roces s  
of s t r u g g l e ,  criticism and reform--i  . e . ,  remaking soc ie ty- -  
could  be c a r r i e d  o u t  c o r r e c t l y  i f  "we" main ta in  t h e  pre- 
v ious  "wrong l i n e , "  aga in  oppres s  t h e  masses, and con t inue  
t o  i n c i t e  s t u d e n t s  a g a i n s t  s t u d e n t s .  But t h i s  q u e s t i o n  
had been asked be fo re ,  and t h e  r e a l  ques t ion  was what 
Mao's new team was,going t o  do--or t r y  t o  do--about t h e s e  
people .  The e d i t o r i a l  s imply  c a l l e d  upon t h o s e  people  
t o  '*pay a t t e n t  ion  t o  t h e i r  own e r r o r s  and c o r r e c t  them. . . , 
and no t  r e a c h  t h e  p o i n t  of an t agon iz ing  t h e  pa r ty . "  

By t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  was abundant evidence--some of 
it from Peking and p r o v i n c i a l  b r o a d c a s t s  - bu t  most of it from wa -pos ers which ' bre being  observed n September by d ip lomats ,  correspon-  
d e n t s  and t r a v e l l e r s - - t h a t  t h e  Red Guards regarded  q u i t e  
a  number o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  r e g i o n a l  bureaus 
and p r o v i n c i a l  and municipal  committees a s  having committed 
g r i evous  "errorsw of t h i s  kind and a s  having q u a l i f i e d  
themselves  eminent ly  f o r  " s t r i k i n g  downw--rather t h a n  
be ing  l e t  a l o n e  t o  "co r r ec tu  t h e i r  e r r o r s  themselves  .O 



In  t h e  r e g i o n a l  bureaus,  two of t h e  t h r e e  first 
s e c r e t a r i e s  regarded  a s  c l o s e  t o  Teng Hsiao-ping--Li Ching- 
chuan of t h e  Southwest Bureau and Liu  Lan-tao of t h e  North- 
w e s t  Bureau--had s e e n  t h e i r  a r e a s  h i t  hard  by wbombardmentsn 
s i n c e  l a t e  August, and both  had been and were still be ing  
denounced p e r s o n a l l y  i n  s*rong terms.* L i ,  c o n c u r r e n t l y  
a f u l l  member of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  was being charged i n  par- 
t i c u l a r  w i t h  having p r o t e c t e d  a municipal  p a r t y  committee 
first s e c r e t a r y  ( i n  Chungking) who had t r i e d  t o  suppres s  
t h e  Red Guards; wh i l e  Liu ,  head of t h e  h a r d e s t - h i t  a r e a  
of a l l  s i n c e  August and concur ren t ly  an a l t e r n a t e  m e m b e r  
of Teng t s  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  was be ing  charged wi th  having ref used 

I t o  meet wi th  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s  and was a l s o  ap- 
I p a r e n t l y  be ing  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  g e n e r a l  f o r  t h e  l a r g e -  

s c a l e  coun te r - a t t acks  on t h e  Red Guards (many b e a t i n g s ,  
some dea ths )  r e p o r t e d  from t h r e e  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l s  
(Shensi ,  Lanchow, and Tihua) of t h e  a r e a .  A f o u r t h  r e g i o n a l  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y ,  L i  Hsueh-feng of t h e  North China Bureau, 
had a l s o  been denounced p e r i o d i c a l l y  s i n c e  l a t e  August 
and s t e a d i l y  from 1 October, b u t  no t  i n  t h i s  capaci ty--  
r a t h e r  i n  h i s  r o l e  as first s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Peking muni- 
c i p a l  committee. As f o r  t h e  o t h e r  r e g i o n a l  first secre- 
t a r i e s ,  Sung Jen-chiung of t h e  Nor theas t ,  a s  noted,  had 
n o t  been a t t acked ;  Wang Jen-chung, t h e  new first s e c r e t a r y  
of  t h e  Central-South Bureau (succeeding Tao Chu) , had no t  

*The t h i r d  of  t h e s e  first s e c r e t a r i e s  regarded  a s  c l o s e  ' 

t o  Teng--like L i  Ching-chuan, a p ro t ege  from Teng t s  days 
i n  t h e  Southwest--the F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Nor theas t  
Bureau, Sung Jen-chiung, had no t  had much t r o u b l e  of t h i s  
k ind  i n  h i s  a r ea ,  a p a r t  from t h e  s p e c i a l  c a s e  of Heilung- 
k iang ,  and was no t  r e p o r t e d  a s  denounced i n  even one 
p o s t e r .  Sung had gone on p u b l i c  r eco rd  d u r i n g  t h e  summer 
wi th  s t r o n g  p r a i s e  of L in  Piao--a kind of n o t i f i c a t i o n  
t o  a l l  concerned t h a t  lie was changing h i s  a l legiance--and 
was given  a vo te  of conf idence  by Chou En- la i  i n  l a t e  
Soptiember, bu t  it was an open ques t ion  whether any of 
Teng 's p r i n c i p a l  p ro t eges  would get o f f  so e a s i l y  . 



been a t t acked  and seemed i n  g r e a t  shape,  a s  might be ex- 
pec ted  of a man who was a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  of Mao's and 
had been c l o s e  t o  L i n  and Tao a s  w e l l ;  and t h e r e  had not .  
been a f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  E a s t  China Bureau ( s ince  
KO Ching-shih 's  d e a t h  i n  e a r l y  1965) t o  be a t t a c k e d .  

In  t h e  provinces  and c i t ies ,  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  who would seem--judging from t h e  f a c t  
and t h e  terms of t h e  t'bombardmentll of t h e i r  headqua r t e r s ,  
and/or from t h e  terms of t h e  wa l l -pos t e r  crit icism of them 
which was still on view--to be e l i g i b l e  f o r  purging,  and 
many more who might be ( cases  i n  which t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had 
been r e p o r t e d  i n c o n f u s i n g  way, and/or i n  which o t h e r  
p o s t e r s  were defending  t h e  s e c r e t a r i e s  a t t a c k e d ) .  Among 
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  and munic ipa l  s e c r e t a r i e s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  Southwest Bureau, f i r s t :  a l though t h e  head of t h e  
Szechuan p r o v i n c i a l  committee had n o t  been r e p o r t e d  as 
denounced and was g i v i n g  an  appearance of smooth coopera- 
t i o n  wi th  t h e  Red Guards, h i s  subord ina t e  of t h e  Chungking 
committee and h i s  s u p e r i o r  of  t h e  So.uthwest Bureau were 
both  be ing  denounced i n  s t r o n g  t,erms, and he himself  would 
seem a t  l e a s t  a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  f o r  no t  backing 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chungking o f f i c i a l ;  t h e  Kweichpw 
committee had been charged w i t h  o rgan iz ing  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
demons t ra t ions  a g a i n s t  t h e  Red Guards and w i t h  j a i l i n g  
some Red Guards, and, wh i l e  t h e  first s e c r e t a r y  was not  
r e p o r t e d  a s  be ing  denounced by name, t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  com- 
m i t t e e  i t s e l f  was soon t o  come under a t t a c k  i n  t h e  post-  
ers; and t h e r e  had been vague r e p o r t s  of  Red Guard a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  some of t h e  l o c a l  committees s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  
Yunnan p r o v i n c i a l  committee. Among t h o s e  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  Northwest Bureau: t h e  S inkiang  committee had been 
under heavy "bombardment, t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  had very  
probably organized p h y s i c a l  r e s i s t a n c e  and had p u b l i c l y  
denounced t h o s e  who had wanted t o  bomb If the fiis7 head- 
q u a r t e r s  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n ,  l1 and-he-himself 
was be ing  r e p e a t e d l y  denounced by name; t h e  Shens i  pro- 
v i n c i a l  and S ian  municipal  committees had been under con- 
t i n u o u s  llbombardmentll f o r  about a month (mid-August t o  
mid-September), t h e r e  had been organized  coun te r - a t t acks  
and a t  l e a s t  one ve ry  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  i n  S i a n  (according 
t o  a l a t e r  i n t e r c e p t ,  t h i s  occur red  on 25 August and in- 
volved some 20,000 peop le ) ,  and t h e  p o s t e r s  i n  September 



were demanding t h a t  t h i s  committee be dismissed en  masse 
f o r  t h e s e  o f f e n s e s ;  and t h e  Kansu p r o v i n c i a l  committee, 
which had a p p a r e n t l y  been bombarded i n  l a t e  August, was 
be ing  charged wi th  o rgan iz ing  p h y s i c a l  r e s i s t a n c e  l e a d i n g  
t o  hundreds of  i n j u r i e s  and a number of d e a t h s ,  and t h e  
first s e c r e t a r y  was be ing  denounced by name (some p o s t e r s  
were ask ing  "Tao Chu" t o  f i re  him). Among t h o s e  subord ina t e  
t o  t h o  North China Bureau: L i  Hsueh-feng, f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Peking municipal  committee ( a s  w e l l  as of t h e  North 
China Bureau) and concur ren t ly  a member of Tong's s ec re -  
t a r  i a t  , had been denounced f o r  weeks f o r  t h e  poor work 
of t h e  new Peking committee, a t t a c k s  presumably hear tened  
by Chou E n - l a i t s  August a c t i o n  of p u b l i c l y  a t t r i b u t i n g  t o  
t h i s  new committee p a r t  of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
f a i l u r e  of t h e  work-teams i n  June and Ju ly*  ; i n  Hopei, 
where t h e  o l d  first s e c r e t a r y  (Lin Tieh)  had a l r e a d y  been 
removed i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o r  summer and was l a t e r  accused i n  
p o s t e r s  of  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  Peng Chen and P e n g t s  
( a l l eged )  p o l i c i e s ,  t h e r e  had b e e n - s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  under 
h i s  succes so r ,  c h i e f l y  i n  t h e  form of c l a s h e s  (with  many 
d e a t h s  and i n j u r i e s )  between Red Guards from Peking and 
Red Guards i n  T i e n t s i n  ( t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l ) ,  a l though 
it was n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  committee had any 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  l a t t e r ;  and i n  Inner  
Mongolia, a l though t h e r e  had been no r e p o r t s  of "bombard- 
ments" and t h e  head of  t h e  Huhehot municipal  committee 
had been purged b e f o r e  t h e  Red Guards went i n t o  a c t i o n ,  
Ulanfu, t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Inner  Mongolian com- 
mittee and c o n c u r r e n t l y  an a l t e r n a t e  member of t h e  CCP 
p o l i t b u r o ,  was be ing  c r i t i c i z e d  i n  p o s t e r s .  Among those  
subord ina t e  t o  t h e  Nor theas t  Bureau: t h e  Heilungkiang 

- 
m T 5 p  l e a d e r s h i p y s  i n t e n t i o n s  toward L i  Hsueh-feng 

were of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t ,  because t h e y  could c e r t a i n l y  
be r e a l i z e d .  That is, whi le  t h e r e  was some q u e s t i o n  i n  ' 

any g iven  c a s e  of whether Peking cou ld  b r i n g  down a w e l l -  
entrenched r e g i o n a l  o r  p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r  wi thout  us  i n g  
t h e  PLA f o r  t h a t  purpose (which would involve ,  a t  l e a s t ,  
c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  of p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s ) ,  L i  was r i g h t  a t  
hand and i n  no p o s i t  i on  t o  resist . 



p r o v i n c i a l  committee had been openly bombarded ( t h a t  is, 
wi th  Harbin r a d i o  announcing its p r o g r e s s ) ,  bu t  t h e  o l d  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  had been r ep l aced  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and t h e  
new f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  was h e l p i n g  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  f i r e  i n  
l a t e  August and e a r l y  September, a f t e r  which some lesser 
s e c r e t a r i e s  w .re r e m ~ v e d  b u t  he  remained untouched and 
appa ren t ly  st  ill i n  f avo r  ( l a t e r  m a t e r i a l  , a s  p rev ious ly  
quoted,  showed Chou En- la i  t o  have g iven  him a s t r o n g  
v o t e  of conf idence  i n  l a t e  ~ e p t e m b e r ) ;  s i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  
K i r i n  committee had ac t ed  s w i f t l y  t o  purge one of its 
o f f i c e r s  a f t e r  t h e  Red Guards c r i t i c i z e d  him; and, whi le  
i n  Liaoning  province  a .mid-September c l a s h  between Red 
Guards and l o c a l  workers had been r e p o r t e d  from Anshan, 
t h e r e  had -been  no mention of involvement by p a r t y  c o m m i t -  
tees; a l l  of which may e x p l a i n  why as of e a r l y  October 
no r e g i o n a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  o r  municipal  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  i n  
t h e  Nor theas t  was r e p o r t e d  a s  be ing  under a t t a c k  by t h e  
p o s t e r s .  As f o r  t hose  subord ina t e  t o  t h e  Central-South 
Bureau: t h e  Honan p r o v i n c i a l  committee, appa ren t ly  under 
t h e  command of an a c t i n g  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  a f t e r  t h e  t r a n s -  
fe r  of its o l d  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  t o  Peking, was being  ac- 
cused of a r r e s t i n g  some Red Guards from Peking, and t h e  
a c t i n g  s e c r e t a r y  seemed t o  be i m p l i c i t l y  admi t t i ng  t h i s ;  
t h e  Hupei p r o v i n c i a l  committee had appa ren t ly  been bomb- 
arded and had r e p o r t e d l y  orgae ized  r e s i s t a n c e ,  and Red 
Guards had r e p o r t e d l y  demanded t h e  overthrow of t h i s  com- 
mittee (under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of a r e c e n t  succes so r  t o  
t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  Wang Jen-chung), a l though t h e  Red Guards 
themselves  were be ing  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  t h i s  i n  September 
by some e lements ;  t h e  Hunan p r o v i n c i a l  committee, which 
had been under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of an a c t i n g  s e c r e t a r y  
wh i l e  t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  was a c t i n g  t e m p o r a r i l y  a s  a 
deputy d i r e c t o r  of  Tao Chu's propaganda department (he 
was baclc i n  Hunan i n  September), a p p a r e n t l y  a l s o  had 
been bombarded and had organized r e s i s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  had 
been a t  l e a s t  one s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  i n  Changsha, and wal l -  
p o s t e r s  i n  September were c r i t i c i z i n g  f h e  Changsha com- 
m i t t e e  f o r  r e f u s i n n  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  Red Guards and f o r  
p e r m i t t i n g  some of-them t o  be bea ten ;  and i n  Kwangtung 
t h e r e  had been r e p o r t s  of s e r i o u s  c l a s h e s  i n  Canton 
between t h e  army and p o l i c e  on one hand and r i o t i n g  Red 
Guards on t h e  o t h e r  i n  both August and September, and 
among groups of Red Guards i n  September; and i n  Kwangsi, 



t h e r e  had been eye-witness r e p o r t s  of t h e  c l a s h  of hundreds 
of Peking and l o c a l  Red Guards w i th  a l a r g e  group of l o c a l  
'Red Guards '  o rganized  by somebody. F i n a l l y ,  a s  f o r  t h o s e  
s u b o r d i n a t e  to  t h e  Eas t  C h X B u r e a u :  i n  Shantung, t h e r e  
had been s e r i o u s  c l a s h e s  i n  Tsinan and Ts ing tao  i n  l a t e  
August and e a r l y  September, and p o s t e r s  i n  September were 
cha rg ing  t h a t  a  "bad s e c r e t d r y "  i n  Ts inan  had organized 
thousands of workers a g a i n s t  t h e  Red Guards and t h a t  t h e  
munic ipa l  commit tee 's  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group i t se l f  
i n  Ts ing tao  had organized some 40,000 people a g a i n s t  them, 
a l though,  c u r i o u s l y ,  t h e  p o s t e r s  were no t  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  
Shantung committee f o r  t h i s ;  i n  Kiangsu, a t  l e a s t  two of 
t h e  municipal  committees (Shanghai and Yangchow) had 
r e p o r t e d l y  been bombarded, w i th  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  i n  Shang- 
h a i  (a l though organized r e s i s t a n c e  was no t  r e p o r t e d ) ,  and 
p o s t e r s . i n  September c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  Shanghai committee; 
the Anhwei p r o v i n c i a l  committee had been bombarded i n  l a t e  
August and had r e p o r t e d l y  organized  r e s i s t a n c e ,  and p o s t e r s  
were subsequent ly  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  by name 
f o r  b a r r i n g  t h e  Red Guards and f o r  a l l owing  l o c a l  crowds 
t o  b e a t  them, a l though o t h e r  p o s t e r s  r e p o r t e d l y  defended 
t h e  s e c r e t a r y  and blamed t h e  R e d  Guards; t h e  Kiangsi  pro- 
v i n c i a l  committee had a p p a r e n t l y  a l s o  been bombarded, 
c l a s h e s  between Red Guards and workers had been r e p o r t e d ,  
and September p o s t e r s  were accus ing  t h e  committee of having 
organized b e a t i n g s  of Red ~ u a h s ;  and t h e  Fukien pro- 
v i n c i a l  committee and t h e  Foochow municipal  committee had 
a l s o  e v i d e n t l y  been bombarded, w i th  a  number of i n c i d e n t s  
r e p o r t e d  i n  Foochow ( the  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l ) ,  and sub- 
sequent  p o s t e r s  were cha rg ing  t h e  two committees w i t h  
having j a i l e d  some Red Guards and demanding t h e  over throw 
of a t  l e a s t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  committee. 

I n  sum, a s  of e a r l y  October t h e  Red Guards--that 
is, e lements  of t h e  Red Guards, a s  t h e r e  was no c e n t r a l  
o f f i c e  known t o  speak  f o r  a l l  of t h e  units--were ou t  f o r  
t h e  blood of a t  l e a s t  a  dozen r e g i o n a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  o r  
major municipal  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  : of t h e  Southwest and 
Northwest Bureaus (and of t h e  North China Bureau i n  ano the r  
h a t ) ,  of t h o  Sinkiang,  Shens i ,  Kansu, Anhwei, Hupei, Kiangs i  
and Fukien p r o v i n c i a l  committees,  and of t h e  Peking, 
Chungkipg , and S ian  municipal  commit tees ; and t h e y  may 
have been o u t  f o r  t h e  blood a l s o  of t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  



of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  commit tees of Szechuan, Kweichow, 
Yunnan , Hope i, Inner  Mongol i a ,  Honan , Hunan, Hwangt ung , 
Kwangsi, Shangtung, and Kiangsu, and of t h e  municipal 
committees of T i e n t s  i n ,  Changsha, Ts inan ,  Ts i n g t  ao,  Shang- 
h a i ,  and Foochow, a s  w e l l  a s  (conceivably,  a l though t h e r e  
was no ev idence)  some of t h e  s e c r e t a r i e s  i n  t h e  Nor theas t .  
Some move had t o  be made, toward s a t i s f y i n g  them. - 

On 5 October,  accord ing  t o  
open s o u r c e s ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  committie l s sued  a d i r e c t i v e 1 -  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  I t rehabi l i t a t . ion t1  o r  n r e i n s t a t e a e n t r t  of 
l e f t i s t  st udents-- l ike  Kuai Ta-f u of Tsinghua--who had 
been denounced, suppressed ,  o r  l a b e l l e d  p e j o r a t i v e l y  (as 
counter - revolu t  i ona ry  , a n t  i - p a r t y  , whatever) by t h e  work- 
teams of June and July.  Th i s  f i r s t  d i r e c t i v e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  
t o  r e l a t e  o n l y  t o  one c l a s s  of s t u d e n t s :  accord ing  t o  a 

LO c a l l  p u ~ ~ i c ~ y  r o r  -re 
of such people  u n t i l  31 October,  and one of t h e  sou rces  
which r e p o r t e d  t h e  5 October d i r e c t i v e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a 
g e n e r a l  d i r e c t  ive--applying t o  a l l  o r g a n i z a t  ions--did 
no t  appear u n t i l  16 November. Never the less ,  non-mi l i ta ry  
s t u d e n t s  were be ing  " r ehab i l i t a t ed1 '  immediately a f t e r  t h e  
5 October d i r e c t i v e ;  l a t e r  in format ion  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
Kuai Ta-fu was r e i n s t a t e d  by Chou En- la i  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
"oath- taking ceremony1* on 6 October.  

By 7 October,  according t o  a mass of  m a t e r i a l  
r e c e i v e d  i n  l a t e  November, t h e  l e f t i s t s  a t  Tsinghua (sup- 
p o r t e r s  of Xuai ' s  extremely m i l i t a n t  f a c t  ion)  had. 5com- 
p i l e d  a d e t a i l e d  and e x t e n s i v e  brief i n  de fense  of t h e i r  
a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of Red Guard a c t i v i t y  and i n  
accusa t ion  of  t h e i r  enemies, a s  i f  t h e y  expected a show- 
down soone r  or l a t e r ,  The i r  e x p e c t a t i o n  may have de r ived  
from Chou E n - l a i t s  remarks of la te  September ( t h a t  t h e  

' f a c t i o n s  would contend and e v e n t u a l l y  r each  "unanimityt1) 
and from t h e  5 October d i r e c t i v e ,  and would c e r t a i n l y  
have been g iven  impetus by t h e  6 October ceremony. 



They might r ea sonab ly  have be l i eved  t h a t  t h e y  would win-- 
would be suppor ted  by t h e  p a r t y  leadersh ip- - in  t h e  show- 
down.* As p r e v i o u s l y  no ted ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group of 
m i l i t a n t s  ( t he  on ly  one from which t h e r e  is a mass of 
m a t e r i a l )  had be l i eved  themselves  t o  be c a r r y i n g  ou t  t h e  
w i l l  of Mao and Lin P i a o  and t h e i r  oppos i t i on  t o  be ca r ry -  
i n g  ou t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  w i l l  of  o t h e r  l e a d e r s ,  and t h a t  
t h e y  were probably r i g h t  i n  some r e s p e c t s .  But wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  of e a r l y  and s t r o n g  
act ion  a g a i n s t  l e a d e r s ,  it was. no t  c l e a r  what . t h e  pos i- 
t i o n  of Mao and Lin  was, and it seemed probable  t h a t  t h e  
new team was still  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  s c e n a r i o .  Disagreement 
would seem t o  m a t t e r  g r e a t l y  on ly  i f  it w e r e  about such 
ques t ions  a s  whether t o  t a k e  any f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e s e  groups,  s i n g l y  o r  i n  coElXnation, o r  whom t o  in- 
c lude ,  or whether t h e r e  was t o  be a l ong  d e l a y i n  t a k i n g  - ,  

any a c t i o n  (a d e l a y  which would m a k e m i n g  look  f o o l i s h )  
or i f  t h e r e  were wide d i f f e r e n c e s  a s  t o  t h e  degree of 
a c t i o n  t o  be t a k e n  a g a i n s t  them, q u e s t i o n s  wh-mbers 
of t h e  new team might s e e  a s  i nvo lv ing  t h e  f u t u r e  of 
t h e i r  own i n d i v i d u a l  "kingdoms" o r  even p o l i t i c a l  1 i v e s  . 

The f  irst h a l f  of October provided f u r t h e r  evid-  
ence  of Peking ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  L in  P iao  

x a s f a l s  r ece ived  much l a t e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
some p a r t y  leaders - - inc luding  Chen Po-ta,  Hsieh Fu-chih, 
and Yang Cheng-wu--in t a l k s  w i th  Red Guards i n  t h i s  per iod  
were p r a i s i n g  them (by imp l i ca t ion ,  t h e  m i l i t a n t s )  a s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  "minori ty"  of t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  who must 
win over t h e  m a j o r i t y .  The m i l i t a n t s  had i n  f a c t  been 
i n  t h e  minor i ty  a t  most s choo l s .  



was t o  be Maoqs successor  and t o  v a l i d a t e  h i s  claim t o  
t h a t  pos i t ion .*  On 9 October Peking Radio repor ted  L i n l s  
"extremely important d i r e c t  ions  on t h e  s tudy of Chairman 
Mao's worksw i n  t h e  PLA, a s  reported by Hsiao Hua, Direc tor  
of t h e  General Pol  it i c a l  Department. (The U,  S . Consulate 
General i n  Hong Kong observed t h a t  t h e  quo ta t ions  from 
Lin i n  t h i s  account were p r i n t e d  i n  boldface type ,  a t r e a t -  
ment previously reserved f o r  Maols s ta tements . )  Taking 
as accepted f a c t  t h e  "great  achievements i n  t h e  few years  
s i n c e  Comrade Lin  Piao took charge of t h e  work of t h e  
M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee1' of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee (Lin 
had been Maols deputy i n  t h i s  committee but  had seemed 

I 
r e a l l y  t o  run  it), Hsiao gave credit t o  L i n l s  adherence 
t o  Mao's thought and went on t o  emphasize t h a t  Lin had 
"always implemented Mao Tse-tung's thought and followed 
h i s  c o r r e c t  l i n e  most f a i t h f u l l y ,  f i rmly ,  and thoroughly, " 
and a t  "every h i s t o r i c a l ,  c r u c i a l  t u r n w  i n  t h e  revo lu t ion  
had " r e s o l u t e l y  taken h i s  s t a n d  on t h e  s i d e  of Chairman 
Wao and c a r r i e d  ou t  uncompromising s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  every 
kind of ' l e f t1  and r i g h t  erroneous l i n e  and courageously 
safeguarded Mao Tse-tung's thought." (Hsiao c l e a r l y  meant 
t o  leave  t h e  impression t h a t  some of t h e s e  "c ruc ia l  turns"  
had been recen t  .) Fur ther ,  Lin was "the c l o s e s t  comrade 
i n  arms of Chairman Mao, h i s  b e s t  s tuden t ,  and t h e  best 
example of c r e a t i v e l y  s tudying and applying Chairman Maots 
works." L i n t s  own organ, L ibe ra t ion  Army Daily,  i n  com- 
ment ing on 11 October, included v e r b a s t h e s e p a s s a g e s  

*In c o n t r a s t ,  Liu Shao-chi, who had been presented 
f o r  more than 20 years  a s  Mao's chosen successor ,  was 
kept  very much i n  t h e  background; pro-Liu p o s t e r s  were 
repor ted  t o  have appeared i n  Canton b r i e f l y  i n  t h i s  period,  
but  t o  have been taken down by Red Guards. (It  w i l l  be 
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h i s  was one of t h e  func t ions  repor ted ly  
assigned t o  t h e  Red Guard Control  Squads.) Moreover, wall- 
p o s t e r s  read i n  Peking on 10 October c r i t i c i z e d  L iu ' s  
wife,  Wang Kuang-mei, and one c a l l e d  f o r  he r  t o  r e t u r n  
t o  Tsinghua u n i v e r s i t y  f o r  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m .  I t  was l a t e r  
learned t h a t  Mae. L i u  had submitted a w r i t t e n  self-crit- 
icism t h i s  same day, 10 October. 

I.. 



about L i n t s  implementation of MaoDs thought, h i s  p lace  
on Maols s i d e  a t  every  t u r n ,  h i s  uncompromising s t r u g g l e  
agains t  e r r o r ,  h i s  courageous safeguarding, and h i s  p lace  
a s  t h e  c l o s e s t  comrade, best s tuden t ,  and b e s t  example. 
Moreover, a diplomat i n  Peking noted i n  t h i s  period t h e  
appearance i n  t h r e e  major c i t i e s  (Peking, T ien t s in ,  Can- 
ton)  of examples of L in ' s  ca l l ig raphy  alongside Mao's. 
Commenting a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  U.S. Consulate General noted 
t h a t  t h i s  adula t ion  of Lin had come "almost exclus ive ly  , 
from m i l i t a r y  sourcesw--that  is, t h e  PLA newspaper, and 

I 

speeches by m i l i t a r y  leaders--and surmised t h a t  t h e  e f f o r t  I 

was inspi red  by Lin himself i n  order  t o  consol ida te  h i s  
p o s i t  ion and t o  develop a popular r e p u t a t  ion a f t e r  h i s  
many years  behind t h e  scenes ,*  

Nevertheless,  t h e  l i t t l e  information a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h i s  period on r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among t h e  veh ic les  of t h e  
% u l t u r a l  revolut ionw continued t o  suggest t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t -  
ing body was t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group1* i n  Peking-- 
along with Chou En-lai-rather than  t h e  PLA. Chou and 
Chiang Ching were both repor ted  t o  have addressed a gath- 
e r i n g  of Red Guards on 6 October (and Chou spoke wYth 
them again on 31 October).  On 12 Octciber, Wuhan r a d i o  
repor ted  a r a l l y  denouncing t h e  deputy d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
Wuhan p rov inc ia l  c u l t u r a l  bureau: a l l  f i v e  of t h e  pa r ty  
o f f i c i a l s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a t t end ing  were o f f i c e r s  of t h e  
p rov inc ia l  and municipal c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s  groups, t h e  
d ismissa l  of t h e  condemned o f f i c i a l  was announced by one 
of these  o f f i c e r s  ( i n  t h e  usual form of c r e d i t i n g  t h e  
p rov inc ia l  committee wi th  t h e  decis ion ,  and of not ing  
approval of it by t h e  reg iona l  bureau),  and t h e  main 
Bpeeches were given by two of these  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
o f f i c e r s .  S imi la r ly ,  a Japanese correspondent repor ted  , 

*Lin may have been i n s p i r i n g  t h e  most extreme s ta tements ,  
but a l l  of Peking's propaganda media cont r ibuted  t o  t h i s  
image-building . For example, People's Daily,  e d i t o r  i a l i z -  
i n g  on 12 October, descr ibed Lin ' s  *'diredtive1I t o  t h e  PLR 
a s  '*extremely important and t imely  f o r  a l l , "  and p ra i sed  
t h e  PLA's " b r i l l i a n t  examplet1 f o r  "many years." 



on 12  October t h a t  Red Guards interviewed by him two days 
e a r l i e r  had s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e i r  school-- the middle-school 
a t t ached  t o  Tsinghua which pioneered t h e  Red Guard move- 
ment--"the c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  committee a c t s  a s  t h e  guidance 
headqua r t e r s ,  and t a k e s  charge  of g i v i n g  guidance t o  t h e  
teams formed by each  c1ass.l '  Fu r the r ,  Tao Chu was t h e  
l e a d e r  r e p o r t e d  appealed t o  be Red Guards--at about t h i s  
t ime--for suppor t  i n  t h e i r  crit icism of Po I-po. (Ma te r i a l s  
r ece ived  much l a t e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  group--Chen Po-ta,  Chang Chun-chiao, and 
Kuan Feng--were a l s o  g i v i n g  in t e rv i ews  t o  t h e  Guards i n  

I t h i s  pe r iod . )  F i n a l l y ,  1 t h e  f i r s t  
h a l f  of October  showed t h e  l ' c u l t u r a l  revolution! '  bodies  
t o  be making d e c i s i o n s  on t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of groups of 
l l revolu t ionary  s tudents1 '  and p repa r ing  t h e  c a s e s  a g a i n s t  
persons-  i n  d i s f a v o r  . 

I I n  mid-October t h e r e  was another  h i n t  of t h e  way 
I i n  which Maots new team might choose t o  handle  t h e  ma t t e r  

of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  denounced by t h e  Red Guards, i nc lud ing  
t h o s e  whom t h e  team wished to keep i n  t h e i r  p o s i t  ions .  
L i  Hsueh-f eng seemed a good p o s s i b i l i t y  a s  an example of 
t h e  l a t t e r  t y p e  of o f f i c i a l ,  i f  on ly  because he had been 
appointed o n l y  i n  May and h i s  e a r l y  removal would be 
po l  it i c a l l y  embarrass ing. .  A Japanese correspondent  i n  
Peking (quot ing  u n i d e n t i f i e d  "informed sources")  r epo r t ed  
t h a t  L i  Hsueh-feng h imse l f ,  who had been under a t t a c k  i n  
wa l l -pos t e r s  f o r  almost two months and under s u s t a i n e d  
a t t a c k  s i n c e  1 October, had appeared a t  a Peking c o l l e g e  
on 1 4  October and had conducted a s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  be fo re  
t h e  s t u d e n t s .  * L i ' s  e x e r c i s e ,  c r e d i b l y  r e p o r t e d  a s  l'spon- 
sored" by t h e  Red Guards bu t  t o  be judged by t h e  c e n t r a l  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group," was s a i d  t o  have included 
an account of h i s  own "strong1' a s  w e l l  a s  weak p o i n t s ,  
a 'ba lancedt  p i c t u r e  which would c e r t a i n l y  n o t  s a t i s f y  

a .  T Z e r  m a t e r i a l s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some l e a d e r s  of work- 
teams had made self-criticisms a s  f a r  back a s  August and 
t h a t  Mme. Liu  Shao-chi had made h e r s  on 10  October,  bu t  
t h i s  was n o t  known a t  t h e  t i m e .  



t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  who i n  a l l  such  c a s e s  would want t o  see 
I se l f -abasement .  The s t o r y  po in ted  t o  a u s e f u l  dev ice ,  

u s e f u l  n o t  o n l y  f o r  keeping on a l e a d e r  i n  f avo r  bu t  a s  
a p r e t e x t  f o r  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a l e a d e r  i n  d i s f a v o r  
o r  even (conceivably)  f o r  postponing a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a 
l e a d e r  i n  d i s f a v o r  whom i t m i g T t b e h a r d  o r  a t  l e a s t  
awkward t o  b r i n g  down, e . g .  (conceivably) some of t h e  
denounced r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s .  There was 
i n  f a c t  a r e p o r t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  one of  t h e s e  pro- 

, v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  who was i n  d i s f a v o r  w i th  t h e  Red Guards 
bu t  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  new team--Chang Ping-hua 

I of  Hunan, a p rovince  i n  which t h e r e  had been s e r i o u s  
I incidents--had made a " f u l l  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m w  i n  September 

a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Hunan from Peking; t h i s  was r e p o r t e d l y  
d i s p l a y e d  on wal l -pos te rs  i n  South China. But an account  
of it shows it t o  have been another  s e l f - s e r v i n g  s e l f -  
criticism ( a s  L i ' s  was s a i d  t o  b e ) ,  and Chang a t  t h e  
same t i m e  had made (over Changsha r a d i o )  a l eng thy  de fense  
of h i s  e n t i r e  r eco rd  i n  Hunan.* 

On 1 6  October,  accord ing  t o  a wal l -pos te r  of  e a r l y  
January  1967, a r e p o r t  was made--apparently t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group--which formulated 
an "erroneous l i n e w  on some important  q u e s t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  The wal l -pos te r  g i v e s  an ac- 
count  of an undated speech by Chen Po-ta which a sks  why 
t h o s e  who submi t ted  t h e  e r roneous  l i n e  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  

*The Red Guards a p p a r e n t l y  r ead  it t h e  same way. 
v is it i n g  R D 

uards  i n  Changsha, a f t e r  "crushingw t h e  b u n i c i p a l  p a r t y  
committee and f o r c i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  a new one,  on 
30 October he ld  another  meeting to  c r i t i c i z e  Chang Ping- 
hua,  who aga in  f l e w  back from Peking (where he was r e p o r t -  
e d l y  still  s e r v i n g  wi th  t h e  c e n t r a l  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
groupu) and l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  crit icism and "admit ted h i s  
wrong-doings . l1  I 

I 



re fuse  t o  i d e n t i f y  themselves and accept t h e  responsi- 
b i l i t y . *  If they  were t o  admit and c o r r e c t  t h e i r  e r r o r s ,  
he repor ted ly  went on, they  would be t r e a t e d  much l e s s  
harshly  than  i f  t h i s  were not  t h e  case .  The speech a s  
repor ted  goes on t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  erroneous l i n e  is i n  
f a c t  t h e  l i n e  of Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping, which ' 

was exposed a t  t h e  August plenum, but  t h a t  it had been 
c a r r i e d  on s i n c e  August by o t h e r s .  One su rmi se  is t h a t  . 
t h e  re fe rence  was t o  Tao C h u a n a - s o m e  l e s s e r  f i g u r e s  of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group, who would have occasion 
t o  r e p o r t  on t h e  progress  of t h e  revo lu t ion  and who began 
t o  be a t tacked i n  wall-posters  i n  e a r l y  November. Although - 
these  and l a t e r  p o s t e r s  a t tacked Tao on a number of counts ,  
t h e  recur ren t  s p e c i f i c  charge was t h a t  of defending pro- 
v i n c i a l  and municipal committees and t h e i r  l eaders ;  it \ 

seems poss ib le  t h a t  Tao--unt il r e c e n t l y  a regional  l eader  - 
himself --had primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  , among o f f i c e r s  of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group, f o r  t h e  handling of those  , 

committees, t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  of 16 October denounced by 
Chen Po-ta was by Tao and on t h a t  quest  ion,  and t h a t  it 
made him l*objec t ive lyw a suppor te r  of Liu and Teng i n  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  p a r t y  apparatus.  ( I f  so ,  it 
would be only  a s h o r t  jump t o  make Chou En-lai l lobjectively" 
a suppor ter  of Liu and Teng; Chou had taken a ' s o f t '  l i n e  
toward t h e  p a r t y  apparatus a s  a whole, and j u s t  a week 
ear l ie r - -a l though c i t i n g  Mao i n  support--had r e j e c t e d  a 
Red Guard reques t  f o r  d i r e c t  examination of Liu ' s  wife.)  

I 

On 18 October, maintaining t h e  more-or-less b i -  
weekly schedule observed from t h e  s t a r t  (18 August, 31 
August, 1 5  September, 1 October),  Mao and o the r  Chinese 
l e a d e r s  again held a mass r a l l y  of Red Guards and revolu- 
t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s .  This  one, however, turned ou t  t o  be 
a non-event, and a s  such t h e  most s u r p r i s i n g  development 
of t h e  month. Although many o r  most of t h e  crowd of 1 . 5  

*This r e p o r t  may have been given by Chen a t  t h e  work 
conference which repor ted ly  began about 20 October and 
continued i n t o  November. One account of Teng Hsiao- 
p ing ' s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  a t  t h i s  conference has Teng a s s e r t -  
ing h i s  suppor t  of Chen P o - t a g s  r e p o r t .  



m i l  1 ion  had been wa i t  i n g  f o r  hours ,  presumably expect  ing  
( a s  d i d  o u t s i d e  obse rve r s )  another  prolonged appearance 
by t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  and aga in  a speech  or t w o ;  bu t  what 
t h e y  g o t  was a motor-cavalcade, a drive-by, t h a t  was 
e v i d e n t l y  over  i n  h a l f  an hour,  w i t h  no speeches  (not 
even a few words, j u s t  waves of t h e  hand) ,  fol lowed by 
a wa i t  of an hour and t h e n  an announcement t h a t  t h e  cere-  
mony was ove r .  

The a f f a i r  l e f t  a s t r o n g  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  r a l l y  
had abor t ed ;  t h a t  is, t h a t  Peking had o r i g i n a l l y  planned 
something more ambitious--on t h e  model of t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  
receptions--and f o r  some r eason  had been f o r c e d  t o  change 
its p l a n s  t o o  l a t e  i n  t h e  day t o  permi t  a smooth perform- 
ance t o  be s t a g e d .  Observers  were qu ick  t o  speculate--  
c i t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  between L in  P i a o ' s  and Chou En- la i ' s  
speeches  a t  p rev ious  r a l l  i e s - - tha t  t h e  exp lana t  ion  l a y  
i n  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  members of t h e  new team t o  agree  
among themselves  as t o  t h e  l i n e  t o  t a k e  a t  t h e  r a l l y  on 
t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  Red Guards. Th i s  s p e c u l a t i o n  seemed 
t o  some degree  suppor ted  a l s o  by t h e  e r r a t i c  course  of 
t h e  Red Guard movement--the Red Guards had been turned  
loose  i n  mid-August, bu t  had been braked i n  t h e  f i r S t  
two weeks of September, had been d i v e r t e d  mainly t o  t r a i n -  
i n g  and product ion  t a s k s  i n  mid-September, t h e n  had been 
t o l d  aga in  on 1 October t h a t  important  pe r sons  i n  t h e  
p a r t y  were S t i l l  t o  be overthrown bu t  had s e e n  n o n e ~ o f  
t h e i r  t a r g e t s  f a l l .  Another e x p l a n a t i o n  o f f e r e d  was 
t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  impression l e f t  by t h e  18 October r a l l y ,  
t h e  new team d i d  p l a n  it t h a t  way a l l  a long,  i .e .  t h e  
l e a d e r s  d i d  not  d i s a g r e e  bu t  had no th ing  new t o  s ay ;  i n  
o t h e r  words, **It's a c r a z y  way t o  r u n  a r a i l r o a d ,  but 
t h a t ' s  t h e  way Mao r u n s  a r a i l road f t - - a  view which was t o  
be suppor t ed  t o  some degree  by t h e  f a c t  of  o t h e r  r a l l i e s  
i n  t h i s  format  l a t e r .  

However, it was c r e d i b l y  r e p o r t e d  no t  long  a f t e r -  
ward t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  l a y  i n  a d i s p u t e  a s  t o  whether t h e  
t i m e  was r i p e  f o r  p u b l i c  c r i t i c i s m  of L i u  Shao-chi. A 
q u a r r e l  o v e r  which s l o g a n s  t o  use  was s a i d  t o  have de- 
veloped between e lements  of t h e  Red Guards,  i n  which one 
f a c t  i o n  i n s i s t e d  on p o s t i n g  criticism of L iu  Shao-chi 
bu t  w a s  t o l d  by c e n t r a l  committee r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  



scene  t h a t  t h i s  was fo rb idden  because Liu was t o  appear  
w i th  Mao a t  t h e  r a l l y  ( a s  he d i d ) ;  t h e  d i s p u t e  is s a i d  
t o  have become b i t t e r ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  f i g h t i n g  and c a s u a l t i e s  
on such a s c a l e  t h a t  t h e  r a l l y  was announced as cance l l ed ,  
which i n  t u r n  r e s u l t e d  i n  such  an uproar  of p r o t e s t  t h a t  
t h e  new team compromised by s t a g i n g  t h e  drive-by, * A l -  
though one would t h i n k  PLA u n i t s ,  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s ,  cnd 
Red Guard c o n t r o l  squads  on t h e  scene  could have kep t  
o r d e r ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  was c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  a r e p o r t  from a 
Japanese correspondent  t h a t  Red Guard p o s t e r s  i n  l a t e  
October were c r i t i c i z i n g  a c e n t r a l  committee o f f i c e r  f o r  
"changingt1 t h e  s l o g a n s  a t  t h e  18 October r a l l y ,  wi th  

r a l l y  h a s  come t o  be f avo red  by most obse rve r s .  

On t h e  next  day (19 October) ,  t h e  3 0 t h  ann ive r sa ry  
of t h e  d e a t h  of t h e  ' p r o l e t a r i a n w  writer Lu Hsun, P e o p l e l s  
Da i ly  o f f e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  of  a series of  Peking commentaries 
p r e s e n t i n g  Lu Hsun a s  t h e  "chief  commander of China 's  cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n u  (Maots words),  a man of "unyie ld ing  
i n t e g r i t y r 1  and a model of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t r a n s i g e n c e ,  
who b e l i e v e d  i n  ' 'beating t h e  w i ld  dog.. . to  death."  The 
e d i t o r i a l  dec l a red  t h a t  "we should  develop t h i s  s p i r i t w  
and "never show s o f t n e s s  o r  mercy t o  t h e  enemy," and t h e n  
immediately s p e l l e d  it o u t :  

We must r e s o l u t e l y  s t r i k e  d o w ~  t h e  
s m a l l  handful  of t h o s e  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  
who a r e  i n  p o s i t i o n s  of power and have 
t a k e n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road ,  t h e  counter-  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e v i s i o n i s t s  and a l l  t h e  

I 
S t i l l  l a t e r ,  a wal l -pos te r  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  

ne r ropagahda Department (Tao ~ h u )  had prevented  t h e  
criticism of Liu  and Teng from be ing  pos ted .  

o t h e r  r e p o r t s  of t h e  p e r i o d  on f i g h t i n g  among Red Guards, 
and w i t h  r e p o r t s  t h a t  b ig -cha rac t e r  p o s t e r s  c r i t i c i z i n g  
L i u  were be ing  seen  o c c a s i o n a l l y  but  were up o n l y  b r i e f l y  
befone be ing  taken  down, T h i s  exp lana t ion  of t h e  abor ted  

1 



monsters and demons. We must h i t  .them 
hard,  complekely d i s c r e d i t  them, and 
never l e t  them rise again.* 

The impression was l e f t  by t h i s  e d i t o r i a l ,  and by o t h e r s  
t h e  same day--and was t o  be re inforced by o t h e r  comment- 
a r i e s  dur ing  October--that t h e  dominant f i g u r e s  of t h e  

*. new team, whose voices  presumably appeared i n  t h e s e  s t a t e -  
ments, had decided on t h e i r  next s t e p  and were now t r y i n g  
t o  persuade o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  t e a m ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  some 
ou t s ide  t h e  inner  circle whose support they  wished t o  
have, t h a t  t h e  t i m e  w a s  a t  hand o r  near f o r  t h e  dec i s ive  
a c t i o n  agains t  o t h e r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  s o  o f t e n  promised. 
The impression was of disagreement--recent debate--on 
both t h e  t iming and t h e  f o r c e  of t h e  blow, but  t h e r e  was 
no good ind ica t ion  a s  t o  whether t h e  range of t a r g e t s  
was a t  i ssue .  

On t h e  same day (19 October),  correspondents i n  ' 

Peking repor ted  t h a t  Red Guard wall-posters  were c a l l i n g  
f o r  severe  punishment of two reg iona l  l e a d e r s  (first 
s e c r e t a r i e s )  wi th  whom t h e  Red Guards had had t r o u b l e  i n  
August and September: p o s t e r s  were demanding t h a t  L i  
Ching-chuan of t h e  Southwest Bureau and Wang En-mao of 

*Ma0 Tse-tung himself was soon t o  express  t h i s  s p i r i t  
i n  h i s  own words. In  a l a t t e r  t o  t h e  Albanian p a r t y  on 
25 October (broadcast 3 November), a letter signed and 
almost c e r t a i n l y  w r i t t e n  by Mao, Ma0 p ra i sed  t h e  Albanians 
as "dauntless  p r o l e t a r i a n  revo lu t ionar ies ,  . . . not  l i k e  
t h o s e  f a l s e  f r i e n d s  and double-dealers who have 'honey 
o r  t h e i r  l i p s  and murder i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s , '  and n e i t h e r  
a r e  we... We a r e  inv inc ib le ;  t h e  handful of p a t h e t i c  
c r e a t u r e s  who oppose China and Albania a r e  doomed t o  f a i l -  
ure. . .  The U.S. i m p e r i a l i s t s  and a l l  o t h e r  such vermin 
have a l ready c r e a t e d  t h e i r  own grave-diggers; t h e  day 
of t h e i r  b u r i a l  is not  far off ."  The letter w e l l  i l l u s -  
t r a t e s  what f e a t u r e  of anyone 's behavior is most import an t  
t o  Mao--namely, l o y a l t y  t o  him personally--as w e l l  a s  
t h e  harshness of h i s  in t rans igence  and t h e  depth of h i s  
de lus iona l  th inking.  



t h e  S inkiang  Committee be "burned a l i v e "  (probably no t  
meant l i t e r a l l y ) .  Two days la ter ,  t h e  p o s t e r s  demanding 
t h e  o u s t e r  of L iu  Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping (presum- 
a b l y  from t h e i r  j o b s  as government chairman and p a r t y  
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l )  were r e p o r t e d  t o  have appeared on Pek- 
i n g ' s  main boulevard ( s i m i l a r  ant i -Liu p o s t e r s  i n  o t h e r  
c i t i e s  had been r e p o r t e d  by t r a v e l l e r s ,  bu t  t h i s  was t h e  
f i r s t  s e e n  i n  Peking, and t h e  f i r s t  anti-Teng p o s t e r  s e e n  
anywhere).* On t h e  same day,  t h e  Red Guard newspaper 
resumed t h e  a t t a c k  on L i  Hsueh-feng. 

On t h i s  same day (21 October) ,  accord ing  t o  a 
Red Guard t r a c t  l 1 a l a r g e  
group of Red ~ u b d s  l e a  by t h e  extremely m i l i t a n t  ~ u a i  
Ta-f u invaded t h e  Peking A g r i c u l t u r a l  I n s t i t u t e  and 
smashed it up, s e i z i n g  , f i l e s  and making a s s a u l t s .  Kuai, 
who ( i t  is now known) had been o f f i c i a l l y  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  
and had become t h e  deputy commander of t h e  Th i rd  Red 
Guard Headquarters  i n  Peking ( t h e  r i v a l  he  a d q u a r t e r s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  m i l i t a n t s ,  of which more l a t e r ) ,  is 
s a i d  t o  have l e d  a f o r c e  o f  2,000 s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  twenty-odd u n i v e r s i t i e s  and middle-schools 
i n  Peking, t o  have had t h e  backing of an important  member 
of t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  committee ( cu r ious ly ,  Tao Lu-chia, who 
had been most c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  Teng Hsiao-ping 
and Po I-po, two l e a d e r s  i n  d i s f a v o r ) ,  and t o  have re- 
mained i n  occupat ion  of t h e  I n s t  i t u t e  throughout  t h e  
n i g h t .  H e  is s a i d  f u r t h e r  t o  have withdrawn a f t e r  a 
phone-cal l  from t h e  c e n t r a l  committee which among o t h e r  
t h i n g s  rebuked him f o r  breaking  i n t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ' s  
s e c u r i t y  off ice. While Kuai ' s  v i o l e n t  a c t  ion ( a p a r t  from 
t h e  bea t ings )  had no t  been s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r b i d d e n  by any 
known d i r e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  Red Guards, Red Guard v i o l e n c e  
i n  Peking had not  been r e p o r t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks, and 

*The an t i -Liu  p o s t e r  was s a i d  t o  have remained up 
o n l y  a s h o r t  , t i m e  (as  had r e p o r t e d l y  been t h e  c a s e  w i t h  
t h e  pro-Liu p o s t e r s  i n  Canton e a r l i e r ) ,  b u t ,  c u r i o u s l y ,  
it w z n o t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  anti-Teng p o s t e r s  had come 
down. 



t h e  r e p o r t e d  phone-call  seems t o  have been, t o  s a y  t h e  
l e a s t ,  t a r d y .  I t  is s t i l l  not  clear whether Kuai ' s  
a c t i o n  was t aken  a t  h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e ,  p o s s i b l y ,  i n  
r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  a  r e p o r t e d  r a i d  on l e f t i s t s  a t  Tsinghua 
by Red Guards from t h e  Department of Agr i cu l tu re  (of 
Tsinghua? Or t h e  Minis t ry?)  i n  l a t e  August, or s imply 
because its Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n  belonged t o  t h e  
"moderateu oppos i t i on ,  o r  whether it r e a l l y  d i d  ( a s  
a l l e g s d )  r e p r e s e n t  an i n i t i a t i v e  by an important  p a r t y  
f i g u r e  a g a i n s t  some o t h e r  l e a d e r  o r  l e a d e r s ,  and, if t h e  
l a t t e r ,  what t h e  i n i t i a t o r  hoped t o  accomplish by it. 

K u a i t s  21  October r a i d  seems i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t o  
have been r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  beginning on t h e  same day (21 
October) of a  three-week ba r r age  of p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  on, . . 

and demonstrat  i o n s  a g a i n s t ,  some 23 .government m i n i s t p i e s  
and f o u r  of  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e s  which c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  work. 
Among t h e  p a r t y  and c o n c u r r e n t l y  government l e a d e r s  
denounced i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  were Chen Y i ,  L i  Hsien-nien,  
Tan Chen-lin; and Po I-po, a l l  of whom were members of 
t h e  p o l i t b u r o  and on ly  one of whom seemed o u t  of f avo r  
w i th  t h e  new team (Po I-po, who had been o u t  of s i g h t ,  
had been c r i t i c i z e d  a  month e a r l i e r  f o r  a s s i g n i n g  some 
of  t h e  work-teams t h a t  were found t o  have f a i l e d ,  and was 
be ing  h i t  hard aga in  f o r  t h i s  and f o r  a l l e g e d l y  approv- 
ing--with Teng Hsiao-ping--an e x h i b i t  of February 1966 
which played up Liu  and Teng and played down Mao) .* 

*Chen Y i  h imself  is c r e d i b l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  have t o l d  a 
group of v i s i t i n g  s t u d e n t s  on 25 August t h a t  a l l  Chinese 
o f f i c i a l s  (he d i d  n o t  imply excep t ions ,  a s  C h K E n - l a i  
had i n  a  speech of t h e  same per iod)  were s u b j e c t  t o  
cr i t icism by t h e  masses, t h a t  some of t h e  m i n i s t e r s  would 
probably be r ep l aced  a f t e rward ,  and t h a t  he himself  might 
be c r i t i c i z e d  and r ep l aced .  Th i s  foreknowledge does n o t ,  
however, n e c e s s a r i l y  i n v a l i d a t e  t h e  view of some obse rve r s  
t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k s  of l a t e  October r e p r e s e n t e d  a  sudden 
i n c r e a s e  i n  p r e s s u r e  on Chou ~ n - l a i -  and o t h e r s  regarded  
a s  d i s a g r e e i n g  wi th  t h e ,  dominant f i g u r e s  of t h e  new team. 



E a r l y  i n  t h i s  three-week pe r iod ,  and j u s t  t h r e e  
days a f t e r  Kuai ' s  r e p o r t e d  invas ion  of t h e  Peking Agri- 
c u l t u r a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  an u n i d e n t i f i e d  government minis t ry--  
appa ren t ly  one of t h e  communicat i ons  m i n i s t r  i es - - repor t  - 
ed  t h a t  it had been invaded and sacked by "s tudents"  
(presumably Red Guards, and p o s s i b l y  Kuai ' s  f o r c e s  a g a i n ) ,  

1 t h e  
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s t u d e n t s  had invaded t h e  o f f  i c e ,  i n j u r e d  s e v e r a l  02 t h e  - 
s t a f f  , and "destroyed eve ry th ing ,  " and t h e  " c e n t r a l  auth- 
o r i t  ies" had r e f  used t o  i n t e rvene .  These developments 
were very  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  of 21 October,  when t h e  i n t e r -  
ven t ion  of t h e  " c e n t r a l  committee" was s o  t a r d y  t h a t  it 
might a s  w e l l  have been wi$hheld a l t o g e t h e r .  

Again it was (and remains) u n c l e a r  as t o  whether 
t h e  a t t a c k  was t aken  on t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  of a m i l i t a n t  
group of Red Guards o r  a t  t h e  i n s t i g a t  i on  of a p a r t y  
l e a d e r .  Ne i the r  incident--of  2 1  October and 24 October-- 
was r e p o r t e d  by o b s e r v e r s  i n  Peking and t h e r e  may have 
been o t h e r  such  unrepor ted  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h a t  pe r iod .  
However, it seemed p r e t t y  c l e a r  even a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  
no t  a l l  of t h o s e  c r i t i c i z e d  were going  t o  have t h e i r  
m i n i m i e s  smashed up, and t h a t  no t  a l l - -probably  not  
even most--were i n  d i s f a v o r  w i t h  t h e n e w  team. (For 
example, Chen Y i  appeared w i t h  Mao i n  meet ing a f o r e i g n  
de l ega t ion ,  and L i  Hsien-nien headed a p a r t y  d e l e g a t i o n  
abroad, c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  regime i n  t h e s e  meet- 
i n g s  a s  Liu  Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping for  example had 
no t  been allowed t o  do f o r  months.)* Thus some obse rve r s  
specu la t ed  t h a t  t h i s  combinat i on  of events-- the p o s t e r  
a t t a c k s  on m i n i s t r i e s  and m i n i s t e r s ,  and t h e  invas ions  
of minis t r ies--were designed not  t o  b r i n g  down a l l  o r  

*The test of t h i s  q u e s t i o n  of whether a g iven  o f f i c i a l  . 
was i n  disfavor--and whether t h e  new team was ready  t o  
move a g a i n s t  him--might prove t o  be t h a t  of w h m  t h e  
p o s t e r s  remained up ( i t  w i l l  be r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  Red Guard 
Cont ro l  Squads w e r e  r e p o r t e d l y  g iven  t h e  t a s k  of t e a r i n g  
down p o s t e r s  which d i d  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  t h i n k i n g  of t h e  
p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  



even most of t h e  government establ ishment  but  r a t h e r  t o  
s e r v e  a s  a warning t o  Chou En-lai ( the  prime min i s t e r )  
and o t h e r s  regarded a s  opposed t o  e a r l y  o r  severe  a c t i o n  
aga ins t  d i s c r e d i t e d  pa r ty  l e a d e r s  (and perhaps t o  t h e  
range of marked targets ) - -a  warning t h a t ,  unless  they  
fo r thwi th  ceased t h e i r  opposi t ion ,  they would be added 
t o  t h e  l ist .  While Chou and Tao Chu both could reason- 
ab ly  be regarded a s  l e s s  m i l i t a n t  than some o t h e r s ,  Chou 
a t  l e a s t  appeared otherwise i n  good favor ,  and remained 
so; while it seems poss ib le  t h a t  there was indeed some 
disagreement,  t h e  l ine-up of t h e  t i m e  is still obscure.* 

In t h e  same period ( l a t e  October),  t h e r e  were re- 
newed r e p o r t s  of f i g h t i n g  (even among g i r l s )  among Red 
Guard u n i t s  i n  c e r t a i n  c i t ies  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  Peking and 

- Harbin) , and, of even g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  s p l i t t i n g  :of 
Red Guards i n t o  f a c t  ions with d i f f e r e n t  l ineZBii3333-  
f e r e n t  headquarters .  For example, t h e  Red Guards of 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  and co l l eges  i n  Peking were repor ted  a t  t h e  
time--from wall-posters--to have s p l i t  i n t o  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  
f a c t  ions  which had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  headquarters  ; 

*It should be s a i d ,  i n  connection with Red Guard post- 
er  a t t a c k s  on whomever, t h a t  t h i s  paper r e j e c t s  t h e  view 
t h a t  a t t a c k s  on indiv idual  l e a d e r s  were a l l ,  from t h e  
s t a r t  o r  a t  any time, e i t h e r  o f f i c i a l l y  insp i red  o r  t h e  
express  ion of i n i t  f a t  ives  of some l e a d e r s  aga ins t  o t h e r  
l e a d e r s ;  however, some probably represented  that--Tao 
Chu is one p o s s i b l e s e - - a n d  e x p l i c i t  t a r g e t i n g  by 
p a r t y  l e a d e r s  d id  indeed appear i n  December. 

It  was not only p a r t y  f i g u r e s  wi th  important govern- 
ment p o s t s  who were a t tacked i n  October: r e g i o n a w -  
v i n c i a l  and municipal p a r t y  l e a d e r s  continued t o  be a t -  
tacked,  and t h e  a t t a c k  a l s o  extended t o  a few m i l i t a r y  
f i g u r e s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  provis ion  i n  t h e  8 August declara-  
t ion  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  i n  t h e  PLA would be 
c a r r i e d  out  by t h e  PLA1s own organs. 



accord ing  t o  a r e p o r t e d  p o s t e r  presumably pu t  up by t h e  
t h i r d  headqua r t e r s  ( l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h a t  of t h e  m i l i -  
t a n t  Kuai Ta-fu),  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  headqua r t e r s  were reac t ion -  
a r y  and c o r r u p t ,  and t h e  first i n  fact  had a l r eady  been 
d i s so lved ,*  

M a t e r i a l s  r ece ived  much l a t e r  showed t h a t  t h e  s p l i t  
i n  t h e  Red Guards i n  Peking which had i n  f a c t  begun i n  
August and was i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  by October had reached 
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p a r t s  of China--perhaps most of China 's  
c i t  ies--by October and was be ing  i n s t  it u t  i o n a l i z e d  t h e r e  

I a l s o .  For exaniple, a s t u d e n t  i n  Foochow wrote i n  e a r l y  
I October t h a t  h e r  s choo l  was s p l i t  i n t o  t w o  f a c t i o n s ,  one 
I a t t a c k i n g  t h e  p a r t y  committee and one defending  it, and 
I a s t u d e n t  i n  T i e n t s i n  w r i t i n g  i n  l a t e  October r epo r t ed  
I t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  Red Guard movement t h e r e  between t h e  
I V e b e l ~ ~ ~  and t h o s e  who wanted t o  p r o t e c t  p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  

"Rebel" Red Guard headqua r t e r s  appeared i n  Hofei  ( Anhwe i) 
i n  mid-October, and another  i n  Tihua (Sinkiang) i n  l a t e  
October.  Although t h e  ev idence  a t  t h e  time was incon- 
c lus ive- for  example, t h e  Tihua headqua r t e r s  announced 
t h a t  it would "organize a l l  Red Guardstt and t h u s  implied 
t h a t  it would be a t r u e  g e n e r a l  headqua r t e r s  f o r  t h e  pro- 
vince--some obse rve r s  were soon a b l e  t o  surmise c o r r e c t l y  
t h a t  t h e s e  headqua r t e r s ,  bo th  of them i n  provinces  i n  which 
t h e  Red Guards had c lashed  v i o l e n t l y  w i th  t h e  l o c a l  p a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  were i n  f a c t  set up a s  headqua r t e r s  r i v a l -  
l i n g  t h o s e  of t h e  Red Guard headquarters--of less m r  
tant e lements - -es tab l i shed  t h e r e  e a r l i e r .  A l l  of  t h e  
Red Guard headqua r t e r s  seemed a t  t h e  t i m e  t o a v e  t h e  
b l e s s i n g  of Maots new team (and l o c a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  a t -  
tended t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of a l l  k i n d s ) ,  i n  accordance wi th  

*KuaiVs  f o r c e s  remained a c t i v e  i n  late October.  The i r  
newspaper l a t e r  provided an account of a t t s e r iousM c l a s h  
wi th  PLA forces a t  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Sc ience  Academy i n  t h i s  
pe r iod ,  a p p a r e n t l y  c e n t e r i n g  on t h e  3 rd  Red Guard Head- 
q u a r t e r s '  charge  t h a t  t h e  Academy was r e f u s i n g  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  t h e  5 October i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  r e h a b i l i t a -  
t i o n  (of l e f t i s t s ) ,  and e v i d e n t l y  e n t a i l i n g  an at tempt  
by K u a i t s  f o r c e s  t o  s e i z e  f i l e s .  Another account (from 
a p o s t e r )  accuses  Kuai 's  f o r c e s  of i n j u r i n g  some 20 PLA 
s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  



Chou En- la i ' s  e a r l i e r  assurance t o  t h e  Red Guards (reported , l a t e r )  t h a t  they  were f r e e  t o  t a k e  any o rgan iza t iona l  
form and t o  fo l low any l i n e  t h a t  they  l i k e d .  But pre- 
sumably those  p rov inc ia l  pa r ty  l e a d e r s  who had had t roub le  
with t h e  m i l i t a n t  elements of t h e  Red Guards were s o r r y  
t o  have t o  allow t h e  formation of headquarters  of these  
same elements.  * 

On 31 October Red,Flag continued t h e  d iscuss ion  
. o f  Lu Hsun begun by ~ 3 l e ' s  Daily on 19 October. The - theme was t h e  same: Lu's i n t r a n s i g e n t ,  unforgiving s p i r i t  

a s  t h e  model. Red Flag went f u r t h e r  i n  e x p l i c i t l y  de- 
I nouncing ( a t t r f m i n g F o  Lu Hsun a ha t red  o f )  '*the 'peace- 

makers,' t hose  seemingly ' f a i r '  and" jus t t  people, t h e  
' f e n c e - s i t t e r s '  who pretended t o  be 'unbiased'  i n  t h e  
b a t t l e . .  ." The journal  made' c l e a r  t o o  t h a t  it was speak- 
i n g  not  only  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  between Communists and non- 
communists but of t h e  cur ren t  domestic campaign: 

In t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion  too ,  t h e r e  is no middle road 
i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  between t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
revo lu t ionary  l i n e  represented  by Chair- 
man Mao Tse-tung and t h e  bourgeois reac-  
t ionary 1 i n e  . Conc i l i a t ion  o r  e c l e c t i c i s m  
i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  between t h e  two l i n e s  is, 

*That t h e  new team still had much f o r  t h e  Red Guards 
t o  do--presumably inc luding new wbombardments"--was con- 
firmed by Chou En-lai i n  a speech (received l a t e r )  t o  
some.'Red Guards on 31 October. .Chou t o l d  them t h a t  ', 

t h e  ' 'polemical s t rugg le"  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  was 
still i n .  its "preliminary s t age , "  t h a t  they  should go 
out  and exchange revolut ionary  experiences (as  "a l e f t -  
ist group is not self-appointed,  but  should be t e s t e d  
i n  t h e  furnace of revolut ion") ,  and t h a t  it would be 
t e n  months--i.e. August 1967 a t  t h e  ea r l i e s t - -be fo re  
they  would be r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  



i n  f a c t ,  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  bourgeois reac t ion-  
a r y  l i n e  and oppose t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  re- 
v o l u t  ionary l i n e .  . . * . . 

It could only  be conjec tured ,  of course,  who those  peace- 
makers and f e n c e - s i t t e r s  ( those s t and ing  between t h e  
dominant f i g u r e s  and t h e i r  t a r g e t s )  might be, a t  j u s t  
t h i s  s t a g e  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  and purge. The 
Red Flag p iece  re in fo rced  t h e  views of some observers  
that-Clhou En-lai  and some of t h e  l t cu l tu ra l  r evo lu t ion  
group" l e a d e r s  were t h e  persons being denounced, but  all 
still  seemed i n  good favor  . 

Moreover, on t h e  same day Chen Po-ta, head of t h e  
c e n t r a l  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group," pub l i c ly  assoc ia ted  

! himself w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a n t  l i n e .  Pres id ing over and speak- 
ing  a t  a Peking r a l l y  commemorating Lu Hsun, Chen c a r r i e d  

I 

I 
on t h e  l i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by People's Daily on 19 October, 

I 

I 
c i t i n g  Lu Hsun's "very important tes-t" t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  G o t . .  . a  s i n g l e  one" of one's enemies should be 
forgiven.  Chen's d i s c u s s  ion of Lu Bun--who Was diametr ic-  
a l l y  opposed t o  t h e  c a p i t u l a t i o n i s m t ~  of c e r t a i n  Chinese 
Communist l e a d e r s  who were opponents of Mao i n  t h e  1930s-- 
w a s  weakened by h i s  concluding focus on fo re ign  enemies 
( the  Soviet  and American camps) r a t h e r  than  enemies i n  
t h e  Chinese pa r ty ,  bu t  t h e  poin t  came through j u s t  t h e  
same, j u s t  ' a s  it had i n  Mao's letter t o  t h e  Albanians. 

*The e d i t o r i a l  a t  one point  pra ised  Lu Hsun f o r  not  
f e e l i n g  alone even when " i so la ted"  and a t  another poin t  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  " l e f t  comrades1* engaged i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  should " fear  no t w i s t s  and t u r n s ,  f e a r  no en- 
c i rc lement  o r  a t t a c k ,  f e a r  no i s o l a t i o n . .  . , '' formula- 
t i o n s  which could be read  a s  conceding t h a t  t h e  new team 
had' been i n  a minor i ty  among pa r ty  l e a d e r s  a t  va r ious  
s t a g e s  i n  t h e  conduct of t h e  revolut ion .  It is doubtfu l ,  
however, t h a t  t h e  new team was hereby admit t ing t h a t  it 
had been i n  a minor i ty  a t  t h e  August plenum (as  one re- 
p o r t  had a s s e r t e d ) ;  t h e  passage seemed r a t h e r  t o  be 
r e i t e r a t i n g  t h a t  ' r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  revo lu t ion  a t  va r ious  
l e v e l s  was l i k e l y  t o  be s u b s t a n t i a l .  



The fol lowing day, Peking broadcast another Red 
F lag  e d i t o r i a l  ( a l s o  from %he 31 October number), "The 
Victory of t h e  P r o l e t a r i a n  Revolutionary Line Represented 
by Chairman Maoft--a v i c t o r y  over,  of course,  t h e  "bourgeois 
r eac t ionary  linew--Which seemed t o  be makhg pub l i c  a 
scenar io  f o r  &he f u t u r e ' c o u r s e  of t h e  purge. The repre-  
s e n t a t i v e s  of t h i s  l a t t e r  l i n e ,  the-  p a r t y  journa l  s a i d ,  

undertake t o  suppress t h e  masses, 
s t i f l e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  of t h e  masses, 
s h i f t  t h e  t a r g e t '  of t h e  a t t ack ,  po in t  
t h e i r  spearhead toward t h e  revolut ion-  
a ry  masses, and bludgeon t h e  revolu- 
t ionary masses f o r  being ' counter- 
r e w  l u t  ionar  iss, * ' an t  i -par ty  elements,  ' 
' r i g h t i s t s ,  ' and ' pseudo- le f t i s t s  but  
r e a l  r i g h t i s t s . '  

I t  seemed c l e a r  t h a t  p a r t y  l eaders  previous ly  denounced 
f o r  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolution--especi- 
a l l y  a s  expressed i n  t h e  "bombardments" c a r r i e d  out  by 
t h e  Red Guards--were being addressed again here ,  and t h e  
e d i t o r i a l  p r e s e n t l y  took note t h a t  t h e  o f t en -c i t ed  Ithand- 
f u l  of persons i n  a u t h o r i t y  wi th in  t h e  p a r t y  who a r e  
t ak ing  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  l i n e "  a l s o  took t h i s  vlwronglv view 
of t h e  masses. 

The e d i t o r i a l  went on t o  draw d i s t i n c t i o n s  between 
t h e  V a r i o u s  people who have committed e r r o r s  of l . ineu: 
(1) between t h e  smal l  number ("one o r  two, o r  j u s t  a few") 
who "put forward t h e  erroneous l i n e , "  and t h e  " large  num- 
ber" whoshave "put it i n t o  e f f e c t w ; *  and (2) between t h e  
smal l  number who Nconscious)$" implemented a wrong l i n e ,  
and t h e  l a r g e  number of those  who ~ u n c o n s c i o u s l y t ~  implemented 

*It wits not c l e a r  whether "put forward" is meant t o  con- 
vey 'decided upon,' ' formulated, '  *advocated, '  o r  a l l  of 
t h e s e ,  and whether 'known t o  be wrongtw& meant i n  addi- 
t i o n  i n  t h i s  connect-~ater speeches by p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
ind ica ted  t h a t  a l l  of these  meahings were intended. 



a wrong l i n e ;  and (3) between those  who have put  a wrong 
l i n e  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  t o  a t l ser ious"  e x t e n t ,  and those  who 
have put  it i n t o  p r a c t i c e  t o  a small  e x t e n t ;  and (4) be- 
tween those  who " p e r s i s t  i n  e r r o r , l t  and those who a r e  
l1wiling t o  c o r r e c t  it and a r e  a l ready i n  process of cor- 
r e c t  ing  it. " "Generally speaking, '* t h e  editorial con- 
t inued, comrades who had made mistakes could be r e h a b i l i -  
t a t e d ,  and "not only might se rve  a s  cadres  of t h e  second 
and t h i r d  ca tegor ies ,  but  might a l s o  be developed i n t o  
cadres  'of t h e  f i r s t  category.  The reference  is c l e a r l y  
t o  t h e  ca tegor ies  employed i n  t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  
i n  c l a s s i f y i n g  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of pa r ty  organiza t ions  to -  
ward t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion :  (1) the  "daring" and there-  
f o r e  c o r r e c t ;  (2) t h e  merely conservat ive and lagging;  
(3) t h e  worse cases  which fea red  exposure but would be I . 
"excusedt* i f  they  accepted exposure; and (4) t h e  r e a l l y  
hard cases  who t r i e d  t o  suppress  t h e  revo lu t ion  and i n  
consequence would be purged. In  o t h e r  words, t h e  31 
October e d i t o r i a l  was saying t h a t ,  with t h e  exception , 

. of a few hard cases ,  pa r ty  o f f i c i a l s  now i n  t r o u b l e  with 
' t h e  new team--not i n  a l l  c a s e s  those  i n  t r o u b l e  with t h e  
Red Guards--could put  themselves r i g h t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  could 
keep themselves from g e t t i n g  purged t h i s  t ime around. 

But how could , t h i s  be done? Red Flag answered 
7- 

f o r t h r i g h t l y :  

The s tandard  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  those  
who have cor rec ted  t h e i r  e r r o r s  from 
those  who p e r s i s t  i n  t h e i r  e r r o r s  is 
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  masses--whether 
they openly admit before  t h e  masses they  
they have t h e  wrong l i n e ,  whether they  
w i l l  s i n c e r e l y  reverse  t h e  dec i s ions  
passed on those  of t h e  revolut ionary  
masses who have been branded. . . f i s  
above -/...and undertake t o  openly re in -  
$ t a t s  t h e i r  r epu ta t ions ,  and whether 
they  support t h e  revolut ionary  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  revolut ionary  masses. A Com- 
munist who has made an e r r o r  of l i n e  
should have t h e  courage t o  admit and 
examine h i s  e r r o r ,  and, alongside t h e  
masses, c r i t i c i z e  what he has done wrong. 



Thus Mao and h i s  new team seemed t o  be p u l l i n g  
toge the r  and making o f f i c i a l  t h e  e a r l i e r  i n d i c a t o r s  a s  
t o  t h e i r  p lans  f o r  p a r t y  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  i n  d i s favor  with 
themselves and with t h e  Red Guards. The plan seemed t o  
be : t o  invi te- - tha t  is, t o  d i rec t - -par ty  and government 
l e a d e r s  t o  engage i n  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  over t h e  course of 
t h e  l t cu l tu ra l  r evo lu t ionw t o  d a t e ,  t o  r e s t o r e  t o  good 
s t and ing  those  m i l i t a n t s  who had been c r i t i c i z e d  and sup- 
pressed and p e j o r a t i v e l y  l a b e l l e d  dur ing  any s t a g e  of t h e  
revo lu t ion  ( i . e . ,  by t h e  work-teams, c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
groups, o r  by p a r t y  committees dur ing  Red Guard llbombard- 
ments") , and t o  apologize i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  those  ins tances  
i n  which r e s i s t a n c e  had been o f fe red  t o  Red Guard a t t a c k s .  
Presumably, depending both on t h e  p r i o r  s t and ing  of a 
given l eader  with t h e  new team and t h e  fe rvor  of h i s  
testimony, a given s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  and apology would be 
(a) accepted, (b) found u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  and ordered re- 
peated (perhaps again and again) ,  o r  (c) found t o  be 
h y p o c r i t i c a l  and a s  proving t h a t  t h e  given o f f i c i a l  was 
a hard case  who could not be r e h a b i l i t a t e d  and must be 
purged. 

Agreement on t h i s  procedure by a l l  members of t h e  
new team (as seemed l i k e l y )  would of course leave  room 
f o r  disagreement a s  t o  which o f f i c i a l s  (from Liu Shao-chi 
on down) t o  f i n d  t o  be i n c o r r i g i b l e  hard cases ,  and how 
soon and how harshly  t o  move aga ins t  them. The f o u r  
l e a d e r s  d i s c r e d i t e d  dur ing  t h e  previous winter  (Peng, Lo, 
Lu, and Yang) were p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  a l ready c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
i n c o r r i g i b l e s ,  but  it was not a t  a l l  clear whether a deci- 
s i o n  had yet  been reached on Liu and Teng, and, with 
r e s p e c t  t o  both groups of l e a d e r s ,  it was not c l e a r  how 
t h e  new team intended t o  s t a g e  t h e i r  punishment (e .g. ,  
whether pub l i c  or private-currently o r  i n  waves) . 

1 t  was poss ib le  t o  argue--some observers  d id  argue-- 
t h a t  i n  choosing t h i s  a s  its next s t e p  Peking was confes- 
s i o n .  its temporary impotence, t h a t  is, was say ing  t h a t  
it could not  a c t  aga ins t  those  p a r t y  and government of- 
f i c i a l s  who were a l ready i n  d i s f a v o r ,  could not  a c t  
e i t h e r  because it was paralyzed by disagreement among 
members of t h e  new team o r  was phys ica l ly  unable t o  
remove l e a d e r s  ou t s ide  of Peking i t s e l f .  I t  seemed more 



l i k e l y ,  however, t h a t  Peking was not making such a con- 
f e s s i o n ,  but  was ins tead  choosing t o  fo l low on a na t iona l  
s c a l e  a course something l i k e  t h e  one it had followed i n  
t h e  Liaoning case of 1958. In t h a t  case ,  t h e  p a r t y  had 
s t aged  an enlarged'  conference of the  Liaoning pa r ty  com- 
m i t t e e  with 186 persons at tending--al l  48 members of its 
prov inc ia l  committee, members of its departments and com- 
mi t t ees ,  o f f i c i a l s  of departments and bureaus of t h e  pro- 
' v i n c i a l  government, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of "people's organi- 
z a t i o n s , "  and s o  on. The conference had continued f o r  
112 days, with a nine-day break i n  t h e  middle, and i n  
t h e  l a t e r  s t a g e s  had expanded t o  include more than one 
thousand p a r t i c i p a n t s .  In t h e  course of it, t h e  partf- 
c i p a n t s  had put  up nea r ly  6,000 big-character  pos te r s ;  
Teng Hsiao-ping and Li Fu-chun had come from t h e  Secre- 
t a r i a t  i n  Peking and had made r e p o r t s ;  and t h e  f &st 
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  p rov inc ia l  committee had made t h e  sum- 
ming up, a f t e r  which t h e  conference wunanimouslg" adopted 
a r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  an t i -pa r ty  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  seven off  i- 
c i a l s  of t h e  p rov inc ia l  committee. According t o  t h e  
account:  "By using t h e  methods of b i g  blooming, b i g  con- 
tending,  b i g  debate,  bar ing  f a c t s  and us ing  reason, t h e  
conference exposed, c r i t i c i z e d  , and through1 y smashedw 
t h e  an t i -pa r ty  group. Whether these  seven had been given. 
an opportunity t o  engage i n  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  before being 
found hard-case i n c o r r i g i b l e s  is not c l e a r  from t h e  Chi- 
nese account; but  t h e  po in t  is t h a t  Peking thought it 
worth-while t o  spend near ly  four  months i n  t h i s  e l abora te  
e x e r c i s e ,  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  pa r ty  o f f i c i a l s  who, 1 ike 
some of t h e  o f f i c i a l s  under a t t a c k  i n  1966, were "resist- 
ing  c e r t a i n  important p o l i c i e s  and measures of t h e  cen- 
t r a l  committeew and "wanted t o  t ake  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  . 
road. .  ." A s i m i l a r  s p e c t a c l e ,  with new f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  s t a g e ,  seemed t o  be ahead. 



It  was evident  a t  t h e  time t h a t  it would be neces- 
s a r y  f o r  Mao's new team t o  f i n d  against--whether sooner 
o r  l a t e r - - a t  l e a s t  some of t h e s e  o f f i c i a l s  under a t t a c k  
i n  1966--as it had found a g a i n s t  those  i n  1958--if it were 
not  t o  g ive  t h e  impression t h a t  it was indeed unable t o  
a c t  a s  it would l i k e .  Peking had spoken t o o  Jarshly  i n  
r ecen t  months, and had made it t o o  c l e a r  t h a t  some' leaders  
could not be rehab i l ' i t a t ed ,  f o r  t h e  new team t o c k  away 
without having caused any c a s u a l t i e s .  Even i f  t h e  new 
team d id  move ahead t o  purge some a d d i t i o n a l  l eaders  a t  
t h e  c e n t e r  and i n  the.provinces--as  seemed l i k e l y - - i t  
could not  prove t h a t  it could do whatever it l iked ;  t h a t  
is, it w o u l a t i l l  be poss ib le  t o  argue t h a t  t h e  new 
team had wanted t o  b r ing  down some a d d i t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  
but  could n o t ,  But seasonably e a r l y  a c t  ion--say, a t  
l e a s t  t h e  beginning of t h e  exerc i se  aga ins t  a number of 
l e a d e r s  before  t h e  dnd of t h e  year--would be expected 
i f  t h e  new team were, a s  it seemed, i n  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l ,  

November: 'Waiting f o r  Lef ty '  

On 1 November, Peking broadcast  a f u l l  account of 
how Lin Piao  gladdened t h e  h e a r t s  of rai lway workers by 
w r i t i n g  an i n s c r i p t i o n  on t h e  20th anniversary of t h e  
naming of t h e  Wao Tse-tung l o c ~ m o t i v e , ~ ~ *  and on 3 Novem- 
ber  Mao and Lin pres ided over a s i x t h  recep t ion  of "revolu- 
t i o n a r y  young peoplew a t  which Lin made t h e  only speech. 
A l l  of t h e  members of t h e  presumed new s tand ing  committee 
of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  were on hand (except one abroad a s  head 
of a de lega t ion) ,  and s o  were Liu 'Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao- 

- 
*%in's i n s c r i p t i o n :  wPeople's r evo lu t ion  under t h e  

guidance of Mao Tse-tungts  thought is t h e  locomotive f o r  
t h e  advance' of his tory. l l  This  is a good example of L i n t s  
a b i l i t y  t o  s a y  j u s t  t h e  kind of t h i n g  t h a t  would p lease  
Mao (although t h e  a c t u a l  locomotive was s,o o ld  a s  t o  
be hardly  s e r v i c e a b l e ) .  



ping. Again Mao, w i t h  Lin  a t  h i s  s i d e ,  walked around 
I and waved t o  people;  accord ing  t o  a co r r e sponden t , . he  

gave t h e  impression t h a t  he was about t o  speak,  but  d i d  
no t  do s o .  

L i n  i n  h i s  speech summarized t h e  c o n t e n t  of the  
V i c t o r y  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e "  r e p r e s e n t e d  
by Mao over  t h e  "bourgeois  r e a c t  i ona r  y 1 inett--essent i a l l  y 
t h a t  of " p u t t i n g  ' d a r i n g t  above eve ry th ingn  and r e l y i n g  
on t h e  masses--and added one t h i n g  t o  t h e  s c r i p t :  t h a t  
t h e  masses were t o  "criticize and s ~ p e r v i s e ' ~  government 
a s  w e l l  a s  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and l e a d e r s .  (Th* was 
a p o s t  f a c t o  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  a t t a c k s  on government 
m i n i s t r i e s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  week of October.  It 
was e v i d e n t l y  n o t  regarded by t h e  Red Guards, however, as 
a cal l  f o r  f r e s h  a t t a c k s  on , t h e  m i n i s t r i e s ,  a s  t h e s e  soon 

1 
dropped o f f  . ) L i n  a l s o  made it e x p l i c i t .  t h a t  "Chairman 
Mao suppor t s1*  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of young people  t r a v e l l i n g  
about  t h e  coun t ry  on f o o t  t o  "exchange r e v o l u t i o n a r y  expe r i -  
ence ( they  had been t y i n g  up too much t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ) ,  
a l though,  he added, such  t r a v e l  needs t o  be organized.  
L in  d i d  n o t  r e f e r  i n  any way t o  Red F l a g ' s  ca l l  on 31 
October f o r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  whose E t u s  was ques t ionab le  
t o  t r y  t o  c l e a r  themselves  by s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  but  n e i t h e r  
d i d  he aga in  i n c i t e  a t t a c k s  on p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  an omission 
which aga in  sugges ted  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r e s o l u t i o n  of 
a disagreement a s  t o  how t o  proceed. 

There w a s  a s u r p r i s i n g  development on 5 November, 
when cor respondents  i n  Peking r e p o r t e d  t h e  appearance t h e r e  
of p o s t e r s  a t t a c k i n g  Tao Chu, t h e  four th- ranking  l e a d e r  

I of  t h e  p a r t y  s i n c e  August and i n  t h e  same pe r iod  a p p a r e n t l y  
t h o  most a c t i v e  o f f i c e r  of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group.lt 
(Summary o r  f ragmentary accounts  of h i s  remarks i n  t h a t  
pe r iod  had seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he ,  l i k e  Chou En- la i ,  
was t a k i n g  t h e  l i n e  approved by t h e  dominant l e a d e r s  a t  
t h e  t i m e , .  even when t h i s  l i n e  was n o t  t h e  most agreeable  
t o  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  Red Guards, e .g .  t e l l i n g  them t o  
work o u t  t h e i r  problems f o r  themselves ,  or d i r e c t i n g  
them t o  t u r n  over  t h e i r  "p r i sone r s  . ") Tao was r e p o r t -  
e d l y  accused of " t ak ing  a r e v i s i o n i s t  l i n e ,  " and 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  of having suppor ted  t h e  M i n i s t e r  af Heal th  



i n  h i s  oppres s ion  of r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  a t  a r e s e a r c h  i n s t i -  
t u t e . *  A cor respondent  r e p o r t e d  on t h e  same day t h a t  t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  propaganda department--of which 
Tao was t h e  d i rec tor - -appeared  t o  be c losed .  However, 
o t h c r  p o s t e r s  defending  Tad Chu, a l s o  pu t  up by Red Guards 
of t h i s  i n s t j t u t e  , were r e p o r t e d  a s  appear ing  a longs ide  
s h o r t l y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  same day; i n  t h e s e  p o s t e r s ,  Tao 
was p r a i s e d  f o r  " p u t t i n g  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e . "  According t o  p o s t e r s  r e p o r t e d  a 
few days l a t e r ,  t h e  Red Guards had an in t e rv i ew wi th  Tao 
Chu a t  midnight  on' 5 November--after t h e  p o s t e r s  had gone 

I up--and l e a r n e d  frbm him t h a t  t h e  Min i s t e r  of  Hea l th  h.ad 
I been' r e l i e v e d  a s  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  p a r t y  committee of t h e  
I Heal th  M i n i s t r y  i n  l a t e  September. The "interview!' i t s e l f  

sugges ted  t h a t  Tao was.securely-based a t  t h e  t ime--that  
is, it was an " in t e rv i ewH,  no t  a "b~mbardment '~;  t h e  post-  
ers soon (wi th in  two o r  t h r e e  days') came down, and a few 

-- 
It  is h i r r m s o r t - t h i s  o u t .  The Min i s t e r  of Heal th  

had been charged i n  e a r l i e r  p o s t e r s  w i t h  haying s e n t  an 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  ( * * r i g h t i s t " )  work-team t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t e  
i n  Juhe,  and 09 having in te rvened  on its behalk i n  August, 
v b u l l y i n g u  t h e  members of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  com- 
mittee" which had presumably been e l e c t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  
work-team and ,which  presumably had its o r d e r s  from Tao 
Chu's w c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s  group." According t o  one of 
t h e s e  p o s t e r s ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  body a t  t h e  i n s t i -  
t u t e  r e t u r n e d  from an in t e rv i ew w i t h  Tao Chu t o  "expose 
t h e  M i n i s t e r ' s  crimesw and t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
However, ano the r  p o s t e r  of  t h e  same p e r i o d  (September) 
had a s s e r t e d  t h a t  it was t h e  Min i s t e r  of Heal th  who w a s  
c o r r e c t l y  c a r r y i n g  o u t  "Tao Chu's i n s t r u c t i o n s . "  Those 
who put  up t h e  ant i -Tao p o s t e r s  i n  November were appar- 
e n t l y  accep t ing ,  and renewing, t h i s  l a t t e r  charge .  A s  
noted e a r l i e r ,  it does seem l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of 
t h e  l t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group" d i d  have some role i n  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  work-teams i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a c e ,  and t h e y  may have had some r o l e ,  i n  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  
work of t h e s e  teams; t h u s  it is conce ivab le  t h a t  b o t h  
of t h e  competing f a c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  i n s t i t u t e  d i d  i n  f a c t  
have t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Tao Chu, a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes .  



days l a t e r  p o s t e r s  were observed c a l l i n g  f o r  Tao t o  be 
defended I t to t h e  .deathw ( l i k e  l a o  and Lin) . Neverthe- 
l e s s ,  it was apparent t h a t  Tao's positions--as an o f f i c e r  
of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group - and concurrent ly  d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  propaganda department, a very t r i c k y  job--made 
him a ' f a t  t a r g e t ,  i f  no t  a t  t h e  t i m e  then  l a t e r . *  

On 6 November, t h e  Red Guards turned t h e i r  a t ten-  
t i o n  again t o  L i  Hsueh-feng, f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Peking 
municipal committee, whom they  had been denouncing period- 
i c a l l y  f o r  weeks. It was repor ted  t h a t  s e v e r a l  thousand 
Red Guards s taged an angry demonstration a l l  day long out- 
s i d e  t h e  Peking committee headquarters  and then  broke i n  
and occupied it, g iv ing  t h e  impression t h a t  they intended 
t o  remain; it was l a t e r  r epor ted ,  however, t h a t  a f t e r  
some shout ing  and waving of banners, t h e  Guards l e f t  t h e  
bu i ld ing  and dispersed.  Thus it was not c l e a r  whether 
t h e  new team had f i n a l l y  made a dec i s ion  not t o  defend 
L i  aga ins t  t h e  Red Guards. 

On t h e  fol lowing day, 7 November, p o s t e r s  a t tack-  
ing another po l i tburo  member, L i  Fu-chun, r epor ted ly  ap- 
peared i n  Peking. A lesser f i g u r e ,  apparent ly t h e  head 
of t h e  p a r t y  committee i n  t h e  Academy of Sciences, was 
repor ted ly  made t h e  ob jec t  of a t lconcentrated a t tack"  
t h e  next day; t h e  i n t e r e s t  here  was i n  t h e  impl ica t ion  
t h a t  t h e  Rc,d Guards were out  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  work of t h i s  
important academy i f  not  t o  wreck it. On t h e  same day, 
Red Guards were reported t o  be m i l l i n g  around i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  S t a t e  Council bu i ld ing  w i t h  a banner demanding an 
immediate audience with Chou En-lai,  although Chou was 
not  being a t tacked i n  t h e  p o s t e r s .  On t h e  next day, a 
m i l i t a r y  l eader ,  t h e  chief  of t h e  PLA1s Rear Service 
Department, came under pos te r  a t t a c k .  And a t  o r  about 
t h i s  t ime, Lin Piao himself was repor ted ly  c r i t i c i z e d  ' 

*As previously noted, m a t e r i a l s  received much l a t e r  
suggested t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Tao had been c r i t i c i z e d - -  
although not by name--in a r e p o r t  made by Chen Po-ta 
a t  about t h i s  time. 



, i n  b ig-charac ter  p o s t e r s  seen i n  Canton f o r  having made 
mistakes in  organizing t h e  Red Guards and f o r  p u t t i n g  
them under PLA l lcontrol"  (which they were n o t ) .  

Mater ia ls  r ece  ivsd much 1 a t e r  reported--f rom Red 
Guard wall-posters-- that  t h e  CCP held a work conference 
beginning i n  l a t e  October and ending i n  e a r l y  November, 
probably between 7 ~ovember  and 9 November. This  con- 
f e rence ,  described i n  Lin Piao ' s  reported speech a s  a 
w c o n t l n u a t i o n ~  of t h e  August plenum--which had routed  
t h e  opposi t ion  around Liu and Teng, endorsed Mao's p lans  
f o r  t h e  conduct of t h e  t l revolut ion ,w named Lin a s  Maols 
successor ,  and demoted Liu and Teng--reportedly fea tu red  
speeches by Mao and Lin and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m s  by Liu and 
Teng. A point  of cons iderable  importance--in t h a t  it 
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Mao could have conducted a simple 
purge of much of t h e  p rov inc ia l  apparatus a t  t h e  t i m e  
i f  he had chosen t o ,  r a t h e r  than  going through t h e  
e l a b o r a t e  process he had i n  f a c t  s e t  i n  motion--is 
t h a t  many o r  most of t h e  reg iona l  and p rov inc ia l  f i r s t  
s e c r e t a r i e s  attended t h i s  conference i n  l a t e  October, 
and t h e r e f o r e  would have been a t  Mao's mercy i n  Peking. 

There is a c r e d i b l e  account (of January 1967) of 
Mao's speech t o  t h i s  conference, dated a s  25 October.* 
The speech As repor ted  is a l i t t l e  marvel of se l f -serv-  
ing  ' s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  ' i n  which Mao i n  f a c t  admits t o  

. - a  

*It was apparent ly  a garbled account of t h i s  speech 
t h a t  was published by Mainchi on 5 January and soon with- 
drawn a s  "bogus." The 5 January vers ion  included.Mao's 
a l l eged  p r o t e s t  t h a t  h i s  relinquishment of t h e  govern- 
ment chairmanship i n  1958 had been involuntary;  w h i l e  it 
was not inheren t ly  i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  Mao i n  1966 should 
c r i t i c i z e  those who i n  1958 had encouraged him, t o  give  
t h a t  post  t o  a l eader  now out  of favor ,  it seemed an 
odd t a c t i c  f o r  Mao t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  he had a t  any time L 

been unable t o  p r e v a i l ,  and t h e  subsequent ve r s ion  ( s e t  
f o r t h  above) sounded more l i k e  Mao. 



nothing more than  having t r u s t e d  some ' l ieu tenants- -c lear ly  
Liu  and Teng a r e  meant--who had proved t o  be.  unequal t o  
t h e  t a s k .  

In t h i s  speech, Mao s t a t e s  t h a t  years  ago he had 
'lset up a f i r s t  f r o n t "  (of o the r s )  and a "second f r o n t M  
(where he placed h imsel f ) ,  meaning t h a t  he allowed o t h e r s  
t o  handle t h e  " rout ine  worktt of t h e  par ty ,  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  
t h a t  t h i s  would f a c i l i t a t e  a smooth t r a n s f e r  of power on 
h i s  death .  . A s  it turned out  (Mao goes on) , he "should 
havew handled some of t h e s e  mat ters  himself ,  and there- 
f o r e  is " in  p a r t n  responsib le  f o r  t h e  bad s i t u a t i o n  i n  
Peking (which has now llbeeri solved") . 

In t h i s  speech a s  repor ted ,  Mao reviews t h e  cul-  
t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  s i n c e  June and admits t h a t  he d i d  not 
f o r e s e e  every development, and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  he had 
no t  expected a s  much d i s r u p t i o n  a s  had a t tended t h e  Red 
Guard movement and t h a t  he can understand t h e  complaints 
of some p a r t y  f i g u r e s .  He  expresses h i s  confidence, 
however, t h a t  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  send out  t h e  Red Guards 
was r i g h t ,  a s  it was t h i s  t h a t  " r e a l l y  aroused a t t en t ionr1  
and made everyone t ake  p a r t  i n  t h e  revo lu t ion .  He then  
t e l l s  h i s  audience t h a t  they  should make--should a l ready 
have made--preparations f o r  meeting t h e  revo lu t ion  "when 
it comes down on your own head," and goes on t o  advise 
them: 

After  you have gone back you w i l l  
a l s o  have a g r e a t  dea l  of p o l i t i c a l -  
ideo log ica l  work t o  do. Centra l  com- 
mi t t ee  bureaus, r eg iona l  bureaus, pro- 
v inc  i a l  committees , and county commit - 
tees must hold meetings f o r  t e n  days 
o r  more.. . 

He goes on t o  s a y  t h a t , .  f ollovting t h e  August plenum, some 
70 t o  80 percent  of these  reg iona l  bureaus and p rov inc ia l  
committees had f a i l e d  t o  hold such meetings before  t h e  
Red Guards were upon them, a f a i l u r e  which was responsib le  
f o r  t h e  d i so rde r .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r i e s  were 
not  prepared t o  answer t h e  Red Guards' ques t ions  and were 
placed on tho  "defensiveu;  t h i s  s t a g e  of p a s s i v i t i t y  must 



be ,changed, t o  
, picked up.. t h i s  

I n  t h i s  

r e g a i n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  (People 's  Dai ly  -- - 
l i n e )  . * 
speech,  Mao goes  on t o  s t a t e  t h a t  it is 

"unders t  andable" t h a t  a  "g rea t  c u l t u r a l  revolu t ion"  is 
hard f o r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  t o  handle ,  because they  have 
never  s e e n  anyth ing  l i k e  it; and t h e n  addresses  himself  
t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  which (he r e a l i z e s )  is i n  a l l  of t h e i r  
minds--namely, whether Mao and Lin  in t end  t o  b r i n g  them 
down. Mao a s s u r e s  them t h a t  i f  t h e y  c o r r e c t  t h e i r  m i s -  
t a k e s  t h e y  w i l l  be a l l  r i g h t :  "Who wants t o  over throw 
you? I don ' t  wish t o  over throw you, and t o  my mind t h e  
Red Guards do no t  want t o  over throw you e i t h e r . "  He 
goes  on $0 r e a s s u r e  them i n  t h r e e  ways, (a) t e l l i n g  
them f i r s t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  were once Red Guards 
t hewe l -ves ,  and t h e n  (b) , us ing  t h e  concept  of examina- 
t i o n  which had been c e n k r a l  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
from t h e  s tar t ,  a s s u r i n g  them t h a t  "If  you cannot  p a s s  
t h e  t e s t ,  I w i l l  a l s o  f i n d  it hard  t o  pas s ,  and f i n a l l y  
(c)  s t a t i n g  h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  most mis takes  were 
hones* mis t akes  and could be fo rg iven .  

Mao t h e n  speaks  of L i u  and Teng by name, s t a t i n g  
t h a t  t h e y  cannot  be ass igned  a l l  of  the blame f o r  m i s -  
t a k e s ,  t h a t  t h e y  are r e s p o n s i b l e  bu t  t h e  c e n t r a l  conunit- 
tee ( l i k e  Mao h imse l f )  is a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  i n  t h a t  it 
d i d  no t  exercise c o n t r o l .  The speech a s  r epo r t ed  con- 
c l u d e s  w i t h  a  good i l l u s t r a t  ion of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between Mao and h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s :  " W i l l  anyone else 
t a k e  t h e  f l o o r ?  Th i s  w i l l  be a l l  f o r  today ,  Meeting 
d ismissed  . 'I 

*Report ing ~n t he first st age of t h e  Red Guards ' as-  
s a u l t s  on t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus  is fragmentary,  bu t  most ' 

i f  no t  a l l  of t h e  a t t a c k i n g  f o r c e s  a p p a r e n t l y  demanded 
an accoupt ing ,  no t  on ly  of t h e  g iven  s e c r e t a r y ' s  conduct 
of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  ( inc lud ing  h i s  v i r t u a l l y  cer- 
t a i n  "mistakesH i n  t h e  pe r iod  of t h e  work-teams) b u t  a l s o  
of h i s  f i t n e s s  f o r  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  Sometimes t h i s  demand 
was s t a t e d  a s  o f f e n s i v e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  e .g .  ' L i s t e n ,  you 
s o n  of a b i t c h ,  why should  you be  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y ? '  



The speech  a s s o c i a t e s  Mao i n  h i s  own person wi th  
t h e  o f f i c i a l  l i n e  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  and 
by Chou En- la i  (be fo re  and a f t e r )  i n  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h ' t h e  
Red Guards: t h a t  t h e  dominant f i g u r e s  of t h e  new team 
a r e  aiming a t  a minor i ty ,  not  a m a j o r i t y ,  of  p a r t y  lead-  
ers, and t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  among t h o s e  i n  d i s -  
favor--Liu and Teng--need not  be regarded as hard-case 
a n t i - p a r t y  e lements  l i k e  Peng Chen and o t h e r s  of  t h e  
f i r s t  group t o  f a l l  i n  d i s f a v o r .  Mao seems less con- 
v i n c i n g  i n  t h i s  r o l e ,  however, t h a n  does  Chou; a s  w i tnes s  
t h e  i n t r a n s i g e a n t  e d i t o r i a l s  of t h e  per iod  on "bea t ing  
t h e  w i ld  dog t o  death"  and Maols harshness  i n  h i s  l e t te r  
t o  t h e  Albanian p a r t y  t h e  same day (25 October ) .  I t  $auld 
no t  be s u r p r i s i n g  i f  many o r  most of  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
p r e s e n t  concluded t h a t  Mao had a l r e a d y  dec ided  t h a t  he 
was going t o  purge L i u  and Teng and most of t h e  r e g i o n a l  
and p r o v i n c i a l  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  who were p a r t  o f - t h e  
Liu/Teng appa ra tus ,  and t h a t  he  was s imply s t a g i n g  an 
e l a b o r a t e  s p e c t a c l e  f o r  t h e  e d i f  i c a t  ion  of o t h e r s .  Th i s  
conc lus ion  would seem e s p e c i a l l y  l i k e l y  i f  t h e  16 October - 
r e p o r t  (d i scussed)  had in f a c t  been by Tao Chu, had i n  
f a c t  t aken  a moderate l i n e  toward t h e  r e g i o n a l  and pro- 
v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s ,  and had a l r e a d y  begun t o  be c r i t i c i z e d  
by Maols d i r e c t  spokesmen. There is some evidence  t h a t  
Chen Po-ta d i d  indeed denounce t h i s  r e p o r t  a t  t h i s  con- 
f  e r ence  . * 

Maols speech  a t  t h e  October conference  may have 
been preceded,  b u t  seems t o  have been fol lowed,  by t h e  

*Tao Chu r e p o r t e d l y  made one f o o l i s h  mis take  whi le  
t h e  conference  was going on. He and Chen Po-ta  on 23 
and 24 October t a l k e d  wi th  Red Guards who were cr i t i -  
c i z i n g  t h e  Peop le ' s  Da i ly .  According t o  wa l l -pos t e r s ,  
Tao t o l d  t h e  s t u d e n t s t h a t  t h e y  could no t  cr i t ic ize  t h e  
p a r t y  newspaper because t h a t  would mean crit icism of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  committee; Chen t o l d  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  on t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  t h e y  should  feel f r e e  t o  cri t icize t h e  news- 
paper l i k e  anyth ing  else ( t h i s  was i n  f a c t  t h e  approved 
l i n e )  , 



s e l f - c r i t i c i s m s  of Liu and Teng. Two accounts of ,L in  
P i a o t s  speech seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h i s  was t h e  c los ing  
speech, o r  a t  any r a t e  followed t h e  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m s  of 
Liu and Teng, s o  t h e  l a t t e r  two w i l l  be summarized here , 

f i r s t .  

In L i u ' s  speech, a s  c red ib ly  repor ted , ,  he begins 
by t ak ing  note  t h a t  many comrades i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  
apparatus and its subordinate  organs ou t s ide  Peking had . 
al ready conducted s e l f  - c r i t i c i s m  f o r  t h e i r  mistakes i n  
guiding t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolut ion ,  and expresses  r e g r e t  t h a t  
most of t h e s e  mistakes derived from t h e  l a r g e r  mistake . 
t h a t  he himself had made i n  formulat ing gu ide l ines  i n  , 
June and J u l y .  H e  notes  t h a t  "many peoplew (by implica- 
t i o n ,  inc luding Mao) had favored t h e  d i spa tch  of work- 
t e a m s , ) b u t  t h a t  t h e  work-teams had worked badly ( i . e .  
were guided badly) ,  " r e s t r i c t i n g "  t h e  masses (from such 
t h i n g s  a s  demonstrating and p u t t i n g  up wall-posters)  , 
and keeping domestic news away from fo re ign  eyes (a 
kind of censorship  c r i t i c i z e d  by Mao i n  h i s  wall-poster  
of 5 August). Following t h e  mistaken model of t h e  work- 
team a t  P e i t a ,  Liu goes on, work-teams a l l  over China 
were respons ib le  f o r  cllashes i n  which t h e  r evo lu t ionar ies  
were wsuppressed" and pejorat ' ively l a b e l l e d .  . I n  sum, 
Liu, .continues,  "we d id  not q u i t e  understand t h e  t r u e  
inoaningtf ( i . e . ,  what Mao wanted) of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu- 
t ion.  

Liu goes on, i n  h i s  speech a s  repor ted ,  t o  descr ibe  
h i s  mistakes of 1966 a s  der iv ing  from o t h e r  "fundamental" 
mistakes he had made s i n c e  1946. He goes on t o  c i t e  a 
number of such mistakes--apparently minor--in 1946, 1949, 
1951, 1955, and then c i t e s  two l a r g e r  ones--in 1962 and 
1964--which have t h e  e f f e c t  of blaming himself f o r  
" r i g h t i s t M  r e t r e a t s  which Mao himself almost c e r t a i n l y  . 
approved a t  t h e  t i m e  but now i n  1966 wants t o  a t t r i b u t e  
t o  someone e l s e .  

L i u  goes on t o  note t h a t  h i s  mistakes were discussed 
by a work conference i n  l a t e  Ju ly ,  followed by t h e  August 
plenum which had cor rec ted  Liu I s  mistakes i n  formulat ing . 
t h e  I) August d e c l a r a t i o n  ( the  m i l i t a n t  l i n e ) ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  
course of t h e  conference and plenum a new s tand ing  committee 



o f  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  had been e l e c t e d  and Lin P iao  had been 
ttunanimouslylt chosen (to r e p l a c e  Liu)  a s  Mao's succes so r ,  

I and t h a t  he recognized t h a t  Lin and o t h e r  comrades "are 
a l l  better and g r e a t e r  t h a n  1.1' 

I n  h i s  speech  a s  r e p o r t e d ,  L iu  concludes  by review- 
i n g  t h e  r ea sons  f o r  h i s  mis takes :  of t r u s t i n g  t h e  appa ra tus  
( t h e  work-teams) i n s t e a d  of t h e  masses, of t a k i n g  t h e  
I t  unavoidable def ects1* of t h e  masses r e v o l u t  ion a s  a n t  i- 
p a r t y  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  of s t a n d i n g  o b j e c t i v e l y  w i th  t h e  
"bourgeois c lass1*  wh i l e  r ega rd ing  himself  as a good 
t e a c h e r ,  and of f a i l i n g  e i t h e r  t o  unders tand Maots thought  

I or t o  implement it c o r r e c t l y .  Moreover, he had f a i l e d  
1 t o  s e e k  Mao's guidance s u f f i c i e n t l y  and had n o t  made enough 
I r e p o r t s  t o  him ( i n  o t h e r  words, he  had thought  he had 

- b e e n  g iven  t h e  job ,  as he had been),  and he had ignored 
I correct op in ions  whi le  welcoming mistaken opin ions .  Fin- 
I a l l y ,  L iu  a sks  for another  chance t o  become l tuseful t '  t o  

t he  p a r t y  and people .  

Teng's s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  has  been less w e l l  r epo r t ed .  
The one summary account has  Teng d e c l a r i n g  h i s  complete 
suppor t  f o r  t h e   instruction^^^ g iven  by Mao and Lin a t  
t h e  conference  and f o r  Chen P o - t a t s  r e p o r t  ( t he  one pos- 
s i b l y  c r i t i c a l  of a Tao Chu r e p o r t ) ,  and f u r t h e r  dec l a r -  
i n g  t h a t  t h o s e  who r e p r e s e n t  t h e  nbourgeois  r e a c t i o n a r y  
l i n e t t  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  have been Liu  and him- 
s e l f .  Liu and he (he r e p o r t e d l y  goes on) should accept  
l t d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b l l i t y n  f o r  t h e  mi s t akes  made i n  June 
and J u l y ;  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of o f f i c e r s  of t h e  work-teams, he 
s a y s ,  were good comrades, and Liu  and he accept  the 
I tp r inc ipa l  r e q p o n s i b i l i t y . "  (There was s u r e l y  more t o  
t h e  speech  t h a n  t h i s ,  and probably a good d e a l  more se l f -  
abasement; a wal l -pos te r  l a t e r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  Teng had 
been "less s tubbornw t h a n  Liu . )  

-The two accounts  of L in  P i a o t s  speech t o  t h e  October 
conf e r e n c  bo th  from wal l -  
posters--!gree almost e n t i r e l y  on t h e  (contents;  t h e  d i f -  
f e r e n c e s  appear  t o  be i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of some phrases .  
L i n ' s  speech .is on t h e  f a c e  of it tougher  t h a n  Maots--that 
is, he does  no t  bo the r  t o  adopt an avuncular  pose and is 
ha r sh  toward Liu  and Teng i n  p a r t i c u l a r  ; bu t  whether t h i s  
r ep re sen ted  a r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  is u n c e r t a i n .  



' L i n  opens by t a k i n g  n o t e  of t h e  '%ension" i n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a t  one time--presumably August and . 
September, when t h e  Red Guards were a t t a c k i n g  t h e  p a r t y  
apparatus--and s a y s  t h a t  Mao observed t h i s  and t h e r e f o r e  
c a l l e d  t h i s  conference ,  o r i g i n a l l y  scheduled f o r  t h r e e  
days ,  t h e n  f o r  a week, t h e n  f o r  1 7  days.  He goes on t o  
d e s c r i b e  t h e  t w o  powerful f o r c e s  of t h e  revolution--Maols 
l e a d e r s h i p  and t h e  masses--and t h e  " r e s i s t a n c e "  i n  , the  
middle ,  i.e. i n  t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus  between Mao and t h e  
masses.  L in  s a y s  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  cause  of  t h i s  resist- 
ance was t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  d e f i c i e n c y  of l o c a l  p a r t y  com- 
mittees, bu t  a "more important  cause" was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
L i u  and Teng took  a p o l i c y  l i n e  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  l i n e  
which Mao had s t a t e d  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee ( i n  May, 
appa ren t ly )  . " A s  Chairman Mao ' s  w a l l  newspaper s ta ted1 '  
(presumably t h e  p o s t e r  o f . 5  August, which d i d  no t  name 

L i u  and Teng) , t h e  Liu-Teng l i n e  was a "bourgeois reac-  
t i o n a r y f t  l i n e .  Everyone knows now (he con t inues )  of 
t h e  "sabotagingt1 a c t i v i t y  of L iu ,  Teng, and Lu Ting-yi.  

Cont inuing,  L in  observes  t h a t  no t  even S t c l i n  
had managed t o  c a r r y  o u t  a thorough s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
opposing ideology,  b u t  Mao means t o  do  t h i s .  A l l  of 
Chinese s o c i e t y  has  been mobil ized f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l e  (he 
goes  on) ,  and it w i l l  cont inue.* 

*Sometme p r i o r  t o  t h i s  conference, perhaps i n  e a r l y  
October,  Lin spoke t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  of a m i l i t a r y  i n s t i -  
t u t e  on t h e  need t o  s t u d y  Mao's thought .  Although t h e r e  
is no t  much nourishment i n  t h e  speech  ( a s  c r e d i b l y  re- 
po r t ed )  , it well i l l u s t r a t e s  L i n t s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  wi th  
Mao. Lin  t e l l s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e  Marxis t -Leninis t  
c l a s s i c s  are n o t  worth t h e i r  t i m e ,  t h a t  1199 percent"  
of t h e i r  s t u d y  should  be of Mao, t h a t  m i l i t a r y  s t u d e n t s  
m u s t  be t h e  model s t u d e n t s  of Mao, t h a t  a "genius" l i k e  
Mao appears  i n  China on ly  once i n  s e v e r a l  thousand yea r s ,  
and so on a t  s i c k e n i n g  l e n g t h .  T h i s  speech e x p r e s s e s  
t h e  same a t t i t u d e  toward Mao a s  s t a t e d  by L in  a t  t h e  
August plenum, b u t  is even more fulsome; none of Mao's 
l i e u t e n a n t s  had gone t h i s  f a r .  

According t o  wa l l -pos t e r s ,  Yeh Chien-ying on 1 5  October 
t o l d  a meeting of t h e  Higher M i l i t a r y  School t h a t  a l l  
shou ld  r e j o i c e  t h a t  L i n  P i a o  had been chosen a s  Maols suc- 
c e s s o r ,  because L i n  had "gone through a p e r i o d  of examina- 
t i o n "  by Mao f o r  38 y e a r s ,  had f u l l y  recovered  from ill- 
n e s s ,  and was now " the  h e a l t h i e s t  of a l l  comrades ." 



The pol icy  l i n e  represented by Liu and Teng, Lin 
cont inues ,  a pol icy  of suppressing tile masses and oppos- 
i n g  revo lu t ion ,  was i n  c o n t r o l  f o r  a period,  but  i s  being I 

overcome. The Red Guards are a t r u e  expression of t h e  
mass 1 i n e  , have t h e  r i g h t  impetuous " s p i r i t ,  and should 
be " t rus ted .  " 

Lin r e i t e r a t e s  t h a t  Liu and Teng were "mainlyt* 
respons ib le  f o r  t h e  wrong l i n e  which was implemented by 
many, and t h a t  t h e i r  punishment must be more severe  than  
t h a t  given those whose mistakes were un in ten t iona l  ( the  
l i n e  t h a t  had a l ready been taken i n  t h e  People 's  Daily 
e d i t o r i a l  of 31 October). He then  asserzs--as Ch-d 
Mao had said-- that  "we1* recognize t h a t  t h e  major i ty  of 
secretaries of pa r ty  r eg iona l  bureaus and p rov inc ia l  and 
municipal committees are wgoodlt people. - .  

F i n a l l y ,  Lin says ,  * * a l l  of youw (apparent ly speak- 
ing  d i r e c t l y  a t  t h i s  po in t  t o  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  who had 
come from o u t s  ide Peking) must bear  some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  mistakes, a s  " a l l w  l o c a l  committees had c a r r i e d  out  
mistaken po l i cy  l i n e s  t o  some e x t e n t .  Each s e c r e t a r y ,  
he concludes, w i l l  be t r e a t e d  on h i s  indiv idual  merits; 
c a s e s  w i l l  be judged n e i t h e r  harshly  nor l e n i e n t l y .  

In  sum, t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  conference had been 
assured t h a t  "mostv s e c r e t a r i e s  were recognized t o  be 
good o r  a t  l e a s t  redeemable, but  not q u i t e  t h a t  most 
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  were so regarded. Perhaps t h e  major i ty  
m u d e d  t h a t  Mao and Lin had not y e t  made up t h e i r  minds 
a s  t o  who had ltpassedlv t h e  examination.* The c l e a r  impli- 
c a t i o n ,  however, l i k e  t h e  e x p l i c i t  d i r e c t i v e  of t h e  31 
October e d i t o r i a l ,  was t h a t  they  must engage i n  a  thorough, 
self -abas ing  s e l f  -cr it i c  ism--the contents  of which i n  any 
given case  could be used as a j u s t  i f  i c a t  ion f o r  br inging 
t h e  s e l f - c r m d o w n .  Perhaps only a  few would f i n a l l y  pass.  

*MaterifZs-receiv"e'lSl-later repor ted  Chou En-lai  a s  hav- 
ing  t o l d  t h e  Red Guards on 3 October t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  c e n t e r  
had no t  y e t  reorganized c e r t a i n  unspecif ied p r o v i n c i a l  
committees because it wanted t o  wait u n t i l  those  commit- 
tees had been f u r t h e r  rfexposedw by t h e  masses. 



On 10 November People ' s  Daily* re turned t o  a t o p i c  
introduced by t h e  8 August d e c l m o n  and discussed i n  
September by People's Daily,  Chou En-lai, and o the r s :  
how t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolut ion  without i n t e r -  
f e r i n g  w i t h  production ( t h e r e  had obviously been con- 
s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  both before and a f t e r  8 August) . 
The 10 November e d i t o r i a l  r e i t e ra ted- -as  Chou had said-- 
t h a t  t h e  circumstances of t h e  revo lu t ion  were not  t h e  
same i n  urban and r u r a l  production u n i t s  a s  i n  schools ;  
t h a t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  schools  , could c l o s e  t o  g ive  a l l  t h e i r  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  it, while  "production abso lu te ly  cannot be 
suspended i n  i n d u s t r i a l  and mining e n t e r p r i s e s ,  t r a d e  
and s e r v i c e  u n i t s ,  and people ' s  communes."** Thus t h e  
r evo lu t ion  i n  t h e s e  economic production u n i t s  must be 
conducted i n  t h e  s p a r e  t i m e  of t h e  workers,, who, moreover, - 
should not go t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  t o  exchange experiences.  
The e d i t o r i a l  a l s o  re i t e ra ted- -as  Chou had sa id- - tha t  
t h e  " revolut ionary  students1'  s e n t  t o  help  with production 
would t ake  p a r t  i n  productive l abor  a s  w e l l  a s  propagate 

*There was an unconfirmed but  c r e d i b l e  r e p o r t  a t  t h i s  
time t h a t  about l lhalf" of t h e  p a r t y  newspaper's s t a f f  had 
r e c e n t l y  been replaced by cadres  from t h e  L ibe ra t ion  - Army 
Daily, which f o r  more than  a year had been t h e  most au- 
t h o r l t a t i v e  organ. A l a t e r  pos te r  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  
former edi tor- in-chief  of L ibe ra t ion  Army Daily was now -- 
t h e  a c t i n g  e d i t o r  of People Is Daily. - 

. **A few d a y s . e a r l i e r ,  a correspondent had quoted both 
t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f ,  and wal l -pos ters  a t ,  a f a c t o r y  i n  Peking 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Red Guards a t  i n d u s t r i a l  and mining 
enterprises--one of t h e  major ca tegor ies  discussed i n  t h e  
10 November a r t  icle--could be "disbandedll and replaced 
by " m i l i t i a w  a s  t h e  "bas ic  organiza t ionw i n  those  en te r -  
p r i s e s .  The d i r e c t o r  r e p o r t e d l y  quoted t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Red Guard u n i t s  could be d i s -  
banded a f t e r  popular d i scuss ion  ( they were s a i d  t o  be 
s o  disbanded, a t  t h a t  f a c t o r y ) ,  and a wall-poster  r epor t -  
e d l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  "the c e n t r a l  committee's i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on t h e  s t rengthening of m i l i t i a  i n  p lace  of Red Guards. .." 



Mao's thought ,  and must a l low t h e  workers and peasan t s  
t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  own r e v o l u t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  it expanded 

I on what it had s a i d  on 7 September, t h a t  "each u n i t  ca r ry -  
i ng  o u t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  m u s t  o rgan ize  two groups,  
i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  of t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  
committee," one t o  guide  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  
o t h e r  t o  gu ide  product ion .  Ev iden t ly  p rog res s  had been 
s low i n  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e s e  groups.  

On 10  and 11 November Mao r ece ived  t h e  Red Guards f 

and o t h e r  " r evo lu t iona ry"  youth f o r  t h e  s even th  time--re- 
i 

viewing more t h a n  tw m i l l i o n  people ,  a number which made 
it necessary  t o  s p l i t  t h e  r a l l y  i n t o  two days i f  a l l  were 
t o  be reviewed. 

I n  t h e  10 November po r t i on ,  Chen Po-ta i n  h i s  ca- 
p a c i t y  a s  head of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group" opened 
t h e  r a l l y ,  and hundreds of thousands of young people-- 
many of them d r i v e n  i n  trucks--passed by Mao, L in  P i a o  
and o t h e r s  f o r  a r e p o r t e d  six hours.  There were t h r e e  
noteworthy developments t h i s  day. F i r s t ,  Mao was moved, 
accord ing  t o  Pek ing ' s  account ,  t o  s p e a k  i n  a "clear and 
resounding" v o i c e  i n t o  t h e  microphone, s a y i n g  "Long 1 i f  e, 
comrades1' t o  t h e  s h o u t i n g  youths;  acco rd ing  t o  a co r r e s -  
pondent,  Mao himself  shouted  t h i s  first p u b l i c  u t t e r a n c e  
c r e d i t e d l t o  him i n  s e v e r a l  years .  Second, accord ing  t o  
Peking, Mao had a " c o r d i a l  conve r sa t ion  wi th  o t h e r  lead-  
ers" on t h e  ros t rum,  t e l l i n g  them t h a t  "you should  pu t  
p o l i t i c s  i n  command, go t o  t h e  masses and be one w i t h  
them, and c a r r y  on t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  revolu-  
t i o n  even bet terv1--a  message which was d e s c r i b e d  i n  a 
subsequent  Peking broadcas t  a s  "new i n s t r u c t i o n s n  from 
Mao. Thi rd ,  acco rd ing  t o  a correspondent  who watched 
t h e  t e l e v i s e d  proceedings ,  Mao spend h a l f  an  hour i n  a 
"smil ingt1 conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Liu  Shao-chi, whom he had 
ignored a t  a l l  p a s t  ra l l ies  ( a l l  of which had t aken  p l a c e  
a f t e r  L i u ' s  demotion i n  e a r l y  August), a development 



i n t e r p r e t e d  by some obse rve r s  a s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Mao 
was b locking  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  L iu  o r  a t  least was 
s a y i n g  a g a i n  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  had n o t  y e t  come.* 

I n  t h e  11 November p o r t i o n ,  Mao and o t h e r  l e a d e r s  
drove f o r  90 minutes  i n  open cars p a s t  t h e  ranks of youths 
l i n i n g  t h e  streets. The o n l y  noteworthy development on 
t h i s  day was t h a t  Chou En-la i  rode  wi th  Mao--a p a i r i n g  
perhaps d e l i b e r a t e l y  designed t o  r e f u t e  s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  
Chou was i n  t r o u b l e  a s  a  r r f ence - s i t t e r f l  o r  "peace-maker," 
o r  perhaps r e f l e c t  ing--as L in  P i a o ' s  comparat ively s o f t  
speech of 3 November had perhaps r e f l ec t ed - the  r e so lu -  
t ion  of a  disagreement .  

Chou had a  s t a r r i n g  role a l s o  i n  t h e  mass r a l l y  t h e  
next  day t o  commemorate t h e  cen tena ry  of t h e  b i r t h  of Sun 
Yat-sen. .  Although L iu  Shao-chi had o r i g i n a l l y  (a  yea r  
ago) been a d v e r t i s e d  a s  be ing  i n  charge  of t h e  Sun cere- 
mony, it was Chou who gave t h e  main speech,  wh i l e  Liu  
gave none. Chou's speech was a r o u t i n e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of 
Sun a s  an uncompromising enemy of imper ia l i sm,  and in- 
c luded a  r o u t i n e  denuncia t ion  of t h e  " r u l i n g  cl-ique" i n  
t h e  USSR which caused S o v i e t  b l o c  d ip lomats  t o  walk o u t .  

* A t  t h i s  time*-ovember) it was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
consensus among non-Communist d ip lomats  i n  Peking was 
t h a t  a  " s t rugg lew was go ing  on between Mao and Liu .  If 
t h e  word was be ing  used i n  a  convent iona l  sense-- the 
mobilized f o r c e s  of t h e  one l e a d e r  engaged wi th  t h e  mob- 
l i z e d  f o r c e s  of t h e  o ther - - the  consensus was a f a n t a s y ;  
Liu and Teng had l o s t  t h e  c o n t e s t  back i n  August. There 
was a  s ense ,  however, i n  which t h e  concept  could  be t r u e :  
t h a t  t h e  new team was (perhaps) r e l u c t a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  
move a g a i n s t  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  convent iona l  p a r t y  appa ra tus ,  
p a r t  $cul  a r  l y  i n  t h e  provinces ,  which it surmised might 
resist  them and which would t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r e  an embarass- 
i ng  and perhaps messy campaign. Even i n  t h i s  s ense ,  
t h e  Liu/Teng sympath izers  would probably be g e t t i n g  
no th ing  m a r e  t h a n  a  temporary r e p r i e v e ;  t h e  new team, 
sooner  o r  l a te r ,  would be moving d e l i b e r a t e l y  a g a i n s t  them. 



On 15 and 1 6  November, most of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
and c o n c u r r e n t l y  government l e a d e r s  who had been a t t acked  
i n  w a l l - p o s t e r s  i n  l a t e  October and e a r l y  November were 
d i s p l a y e d  prominent ly  on t w o  o f f i c i a l  occas ions .  Chou 
En- la i ,  Tao Chu, L i  Fu-chun, Chen Y i ,  and Tan Chen-lin 
were f i v e  01 t h e  s i x  " l ead ing  members of t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  
committeei1 (wi th  Chou foremost)  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  "long march 
detachmentsw of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  youth on 15 November; 
n e i t h e r  Liu  Shao-chi no r  Teng Hsiao-ping p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
this r e c e p t i o n .  On t h i s  occas ion ,  Chou added h i s  vo ice  
t o  L in  P i a o ' s  i n  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  young people  t o  march 
around China ' 'spreading r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r u t h M  ; i n  one of 
t h o s e  g r a c e f u l  t u r n s  which have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  Chou's 
s u r v i v a l  and p r o s p e r i t y ,  he c i t e d  L in  a s  w e l l  a s  Mao a s  
having  i s sued  t h e  c a l l .  On t h e  next  day, Chou, Tao, L i ,  
and Tan, a long  wi th  L i  Tien-yu, a  Deputy Chief-of-Staff  
of t h e  PLA who had a l s o  been a t t a c k e d  i n  p o s t e r s ,  were 
t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  who welcomed a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  t h e  CCP 
delegation--headed by Kang Sheng--returning from t h e  
Albanian p a r t y  congress .  Chou, Tao, Kang, and L i  were 
a l l  i d e n t i f i e d  as members of t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of 
t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  L i  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time.* 

During t h e s e  first two weeks of November, t h e r e  
were renewed r e p o r t s  of s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  i nvo lv ing  t h e  
Red Guards on one hand and p a r t y  f i g u r e s ,  t h e  PLA, and 

*It  was unc lea r  how many members t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee 
now had, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Mao, L in ,  Chou, Tao, Chen Po-ta,  
Kang ( t h e  l a t t e r  t h r e e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  " c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  groupw),  and t h e  most r e c e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  
L i .  If Peking were fo l lowing  t h e  o r d e r  of precedence used 
s i n c e  18 August and i n c l u d i n g  i n  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee 
a l l  of t h e  l e a d e r s  th rough L i  Fu-chun ( ten th- ranking) ,  
Teng Hsiao-ping, Liu Shao-chi, and Chu Te--al l  members 
of t h e  o l d  s t a n d i n g  committee--would be inc luded .  It seem- 
e d  l i k e l y ,  however, t h a t '  t h e  r e a l  s t a n d i n g  committee had 
dropped t h e  demoted Liu  and Teng, t h e  aged and i n a c t i v e  
Chu, and a l s o  t h e  e leventh- ranking  Chen Yun, r e p l a c i n g  
t h e  l a t t e r  w i t h  L i  Fu-chun a s  t h e  i nne r  c i rc le ' s  economic 
s p e c i a l  ist . 
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f a c t o r y  workers on t h e  o t h e r ;  and l a t e r  r e p o r t s  increased  
t h e  scope  of such  i n c i d e n t s .  Cn o r  about  4 November, 

I a f t e r  spending  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  days i n  t h e  hands of t h e  Red 
Guards, an o f f i c i a l  of t h e  Peking p a r t y  committee d i ed ,  

I by s u i c i d e  o r  a s  a r e s u l t  of t o r t u r e .  On 7 November, some 
2,000 R e d  Guards r e p o r t e d l y  c l a shed  w i t h  PLA f o r c e s ,  in- 
j u r i n g  s c o r e s  of t h e  l a t t e r .  On 8 November, Red Guards 
r e p o r t e d l y  invaded and occupied an e l e c t r i c a l  machinery 
p l a n t  i n  Harbin ( t h i s  may have had something t o  do wi th  
t h e  10 November e d i t o r i a l  i n  Peop le ' s  Dai ly  t e l l i n g  t h e  
Red Guards t o  s t a y  ou t  of f a c t o r i e s ) . * m h e  per iod  
9-11 November, t h e r e  was a prolonged and still obscure  

I 

I 
i n c i d e n t  i n  Kiangsu, i n  which thousands of Shanghai 

I workers--perhaps a f t e r  be ing  bese iged  by Red Guards--corn- 
I I mandeered a t r a i n  t o  t a k e  them t o  Peking; t h i s  i n c i d e n t  

~ w q u i r e d  i n t e r v e n t i o n  by an o f f i c e r  of t h e  c e n t r a l  "oul- 
I 

t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group," who f l e w  from Peking wi th  a m e s -  
s a g e  from Chen Po-ta d i r e c t i n g  t h e  workers  t o  go home; 
Mao is s a i d  t o  have expressed  "concernw ( i t  was no t  s t a t e d  
f o r  whom or what). On 11 November, Canton r a d i o  announced 
t h e  d e a t h  of a vice-governor who had e a r l i e r  been under 
Red Guard p o s t e r  a t t a c k  and p o s s i b l y  i n  Red Guard hands. 
On 16  November, Red Guards i n  Peking r e p o r t e d l y  a t t a c k e d  
a machine t o o l  p l a n t ,  i n j u r i n g  many people ,  and were 
s a i d  t o  have been r e p e l l e d  by worke r -mi l i t i a  under o r d e r s  
of "shoot t o  k i l l . "  And i n  t h e  pe r iod  of about 10- 
17 November, "rebel" Red Guards i n  Hofei  (Anhwei) r e p o r t -  
e d l y  b e a t  and t o r t u r e d  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  f i r s t  s ec re t a$y  
(L i  Pao-hua, w i th  whom they  had p r e v i o u s l y  c lashed)  f o r  
s e v e r a l  days,  and c lashed  w i t h  "moderate" Red Guards and 
workers who rescued  o r  a t tempted t o  r e s c u e  him, r e s u l t i n g  
i n  s e v e r a l  d e a t h s  and s c o r e s  of i n j u r i e s .  A t  about t h e  - 

same t im, 1 
I a Red Guara a tdack  

'on a "few persons"  I n  t h e  p a r t y  i n  ~ 1 ~ e k  ' ' r e su l t ed  i n  
heavy c a s u a l t i e s  involv ing  more t h a n  100 "persons"; I 

I I 

- 
m e g a r d l e s s  of o c i a 1  e d i t o r i a l s ,  t h e  m i l i t a n t  wing 

of t h e  Red Guards had good reason  by t h i s  time t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  it had t h e  f a v o r  of t h e  dominant l e a d e r s .  



A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  on 16 November, Maots new team seemed 
t o  have been moved t o  pu t  t h e  brake aga in  on t h e  Red Guard 
movement, j u s t  a s  i n  mid-September. Again, a s  it happened, 
Chen Y i ,  who had p r i v a t e l y  c r i t i c i z e d  Red Guard "e~cesses'~ 
i n  l a t e  August, i n  another  p r i v a t e  t a l k  w i th  a  f o r e i g n  
v i s i t o r  provided an i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h i s :  on 16 November, 

I I 

Chen defended t h e  Red Guards a s  having played a  "gene ra l ly  
1 u s e f u l w  r o l e  and s a i d  t h a t  "on t h e  wholew he favored  them, 
I but  s a i d  a l s o  t h a t  t h e y  had made mistakes  and t h a t  t h e y  

should  c o r r e c t  them; a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  Red Guard a c t i v i t y  
was supposed t o  be d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  and pro- 

( v i n c i a l  appa ra tus  of t h e  p a r t y  and n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  govern- 
h c n t ,  t h e  PLA, o r  i n d u s t r i a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  Chen i m p l i c i t l y  
c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  Red Guards f o r  a c t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  l a t t e r  
t a r g e t s  a l s o  and e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  f i r e  had 
been misd i r ec t ed  a t -  some p a r t s  of t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus  too. I 

*An a r t i c l e  by a group of Red Guards b roadcas t  i n  t h i s  
pe r iod  s t a t e d  w e l l  i n  a  b r i e f  compass t h e  a r r o g a n t  confid-  
ence of t h e  Red Guards i n  t h e i r  va lue  and s t r e n g t h .  The 
a r t i c l e - - w r i t t e n  by t h e  p i o n e e r  Red Guard u n i t  a t  t h e  
Tsinghua middle-school--took n o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were still 
important  people  t o  be brought  down ("Has t h o  handfu l  of 
persons  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  and have 
taken  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road  been completely  e l i m i n a t e d . . . ?  
No!''), went on t o  assert t h a t  t h e r e  would be o t h e r  import- 
a n t  people  t o  be brought  down a f t e r  t h a t  ("Will new per-  
sons  f i f  t h i s  s o r t 7  appear  i n  t h e  f u t u r e . . . a f t e r  t h e  
preseEt  ones  a r e  Z l  iminated? Y e s  ! I * ) ,  warned t h e  Red 
Guardst  enemies t h a t  on ly  t h e  Guards had t h e  r i g h t  t o  
" rebe l"  ( " i f  you d a r e  t o  rebel, w e  w i l l  immediately 
suppres s  youn),and concluded t r iumphant ly ,  "Af te r  a l l ,  
t h e  s t a t e  machine ks i n  ou r  hands." I t  was n o t  hard  t o  
see how such an a t t i tude- -and  one expressed  i n  such an 
o f f e n s i v e  way--would g i v e  concern even t o  some of t h o s e  
who suppor ted  Mao i n  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  make use of t h i s  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  v e h i c l e .  



On t h e  same day, a  pos te r  r epor ted  t h a t  Chou En-lai  was 
superv i s ing  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  inc ident  of e a r l y  
November (previously noted) i n  which a  Peking p a r t y  com- 

. mittee o f f i c e r  had d ied  a f t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by Red Guards, 
and t h a t  Chou had put L i  Fu-chun (revealed t h e  same day 
as a  m e m b e r  of t h e  new p o l i t b u r o  s t and ing  committee) i n  
charge of t h e  inves t iga t ion .  

Moreover, on t h i s  same day (16 November), Peking 
took a  s t e p  t o  reduce t h e  prominence of t h e  Red Guards 
i n  n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  Peking i t s e l f .  A j o i n t  
d i r e c t i v e  of t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  committee and t h e  S t a t e  Coun- 
c i l ,  s igned by Lin .Piao f o r  t h e  former and Chou En- la i  
f o r  t h e  l a t t e r ,  llclosedll t h e  c i t y  of Peking t o  v i s i t i n g  
Red Guards f o r  t h e  winter .  Noting t h a t  Peking had a l -  
ready rece ived n ine  m i l l i o n  v i s i t i n g  Red Guards, t h e  
d i r e c t i v e  c i t e d  t h e  approaching cold  weather ( l a rge - sca le  
and inc reas ing  i l l n e s s  among t h e  v i s i t o r s  had been re- 
ported)  and t h e  regime's need f o r  ra i lway t r a n s p o r t  f o r  
important economic t a s k s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  Peking would be a 
llclosed c i t y  f o r  a l l  Red Guards from t h e  provincesw a f t e r  
21 November and t h a t  t r a i n s  c a r r y i n g  Red Guards toward 
Peking a f t e r  t h a t  da te  would be turned back, and informed 
t h e  Guards t h a t  even when t h e  "exchange of revolut ionary  
experiencesv1 resumed i n  Apr i l  1967 "only small  groups1' 
would be allowed t o  v i s i t  Peking; cur ious ly ,  t h e  f i n a l  
provis ion  re-opened t h e  lk losedl*  c i t y  t o  Red Guards v i s i t -  
ing  "on t h e i r  own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  li i , e .  ab le  t o  provide 
t h e i r  own food, s h e l t e r ,  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  but  t h i s  
provis ion  would presumably discourage a l l  but  a  small  
number. * 

*On 1 December, another  j o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  extended t h e  
deadline--for t h e  depar ture  from Peking of v i s i t i n g  Red 
Guards--to 20 December; t h e  d i r e c t i v e  gave t h e  PLA respon- 
s i b i l i t y  both f o r  continuing t h e  ll traininglt  of those  re-  
maining ( u n t i l  t h e  deadline)  and f o r  see ing  t h a t  they  
a c t u a l l y  l e f t  and a c t u a l l y  got  home. I t  was apparent 
t h a t  t h e  job of c l e a r i n g  Peking was t o o  b i g  f o r  t h e  t i m e  
o r i g i n a l l y  allowed, p a r t l y  because a  l o t  of t h e  Red 
Guards simply ignored t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i r e c t i v e ;  moreover, 
some of those  leaving Peking were not  r e t u r n i n g  home but 
were going t o  o the r  romantic p laces ,  e.g.  Tibet .  



The 1 6  November d i r e c t i v e  had t h e  e f f e c t  of moving 
t h e  Red Guards away from t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  s t a g e ,  a s  i f  
t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  had something else i n  mind f o r  t h a t  posi-  
t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .  Th i s  impression t h a t  t h e  Red 
Guards were t o  p l a y  a  suppor t ing  role f o r  a  time--to re- 
emerge i n  a l e a d i n g  role but  a s  a  b e t t e r - d i s c i p l i n e d  
vehicle--was s t r eng thened  by t h e  p a r t y ' s  a c t i o n  on o r  
about 20 and 2 1  November i n  s h a r p l y  f o r b i d d i n g  c e r t a i n  
forms of n i l l e g a l l '  a c t i o n .  F i r s t  observed by a TASS 
correspondent  i n  Peking i n  t h e  form of wa l l -pos t e r s  
s igned  by t h e  Peking committee of t h e  pa r ty ,*  t h e  p a r t y  
no t  i c e  fo rbade  "anyoneH (meaning p r i m a r i l y  t h e  Red Guards) 
from o p e r a t i n g  p r i v a t e  j a i l s ,  kangaroo c o u r t s ,  and 
t o r t u r e  chambers. The correspondent  c i t e d  Red Guard pub- 
l i c a t i o n s - - i t  is n o t  c l e a r  whether t h e y  were quoted i n  
or appeared t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  not ice--as  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
"opponentsH of  t h e  Red Guards had been s u b j e c t e d  t o  
t h e s e  methods i n  a  number of ~ l a c e s ,  an a s s e r t i o n  confirmed 
by many o t h e r  s o u r c e s ;  t h e  opponents themselves  had em- 
ployed such  methods on occas ion ,  a l though much 1e ' s s .o f t en .  
I Ito p a r t y -  com- 
I mlttees i n  the western p a r t  of China showed t h a t  d i r e c t i v e s  
t o  t h e  same e f f e c t  were g iven  t o  t h e s e  committees t o  be 
made p u b l i c  i n  p o s t e r s ;  and such d i r e c t i v e s  almost cer- 
t a i n l y  went o u t  t o  p a r t y  committees throughout  China.** 
The d i r e c t i v e  l e d  some obse rve r s  t o  s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  

*There was some doubt t h a t  t h e  Peking committee, t h e  
f irst  s e c r e t a r y  of which had been under prolonged a t t a c k ,  
would have been s e l f - a s s u r e d  enough t o  i s s u e  t h i s  o r d e r  
un le s s  it had been g iven  a new f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y .  

**It seemed of some importance t h a t - - j u s t  as Chou En- 
l a i  had been a t  p a i n s  t o  make c l e a r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of 
p a r t y  committees i n  h i s  t a l k  wi th  t h e  Red Guards i n  l a t e  
September--the new team chose t o  make t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
n o t i c e  p u b l i c  through t h e  p a r t y  committees r a t h e r  t h a n  
through t h e  w c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  committees and groups 
o r  t h e  Red Guards themselves .  



a c t i o n  might be t h e  first s t e p  i n  a  campaign t o  d i s c r e d i t  
t h e  Red Guards a s  a movement; but  Mao, Lin ,  Chou and t h e  
o t h e r  top-ranking l e a d e r s  of t h e  p a r t y  had a l l  been so 
i n t i m a t e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  movement from t h e  beginning I 

t h a t  t h i s  seemed u n l i k e l y ,  less l i k e l y  t h a n  a d e c i s i o n  
t o  c l e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  s t a g e  and t o  b r i n g  back t h e  
Red Guards l a t e r  as a  b e t t e r - d i s c i p l i n e d  body. 

If t h e  t h i n k i n g  of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  mid-November 
d i d  indeed i n c l u d e  a d e s i r e  t o  g e t  and keep t h e  Red Guards 
under c o n t r o l ,  t h e y  took  a s t e p  a t  t h e  same t i m e  which 
could on ly  be subve r s ive  of t h a t  end.  It was r e p o r t e d  
on 21 November--by t h e  newspaper of t h e  3 rd  Red Guard 
Headquarters  ( t h e  most m i l  it a n t  body) i n  Peking--that  
t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  committee on 1 6  November had i s sued  a  
g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i v e  on t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of l e f t i s t s  sup- 
pressed  and p e j o r a t i v e l y  l a b e l l e d  by p a r t y  committees, 
work-teams (p r imar i ly )  and o t h e r  v e h i c l e s  i n  t h e  cou r se  
of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  s i n c e  s p r i n g  1966. (I t  w i l l  
be r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a  d i r e c t i v e  of 5 October r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  
a c t i o n  i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Sc ience  Academy had been r e p o r t e d ,  
and t h a t  Red F l a g  on 31 October had c a l l e d  e x p r e s s l y  f o r  
p a r t y  o f f m a r n o  r e s t o r e  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n s  of t h o s e  l e f t -  
ist elements  as p a r t  of t h e i r  own p roces s  of s e l f - c r i t i c i s m .  
The r e p o r t e d  direct ive--which has  no t  come t o  hand--is 
s a i d  t o  have c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of " a l l  f i l e s "  
compiled a f t e r  1 6  May ( t h e  p o s s i b l e  d a t e  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  
t o  send i n  work-teams) . 

While t h i s  r e p o r t e d  d i r e c t i v e  of 16 November was 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  the new team's own e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  e a r l y  
s t a g e s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion - - tha t  its management 
had been t o o  conse rva t ive ,  t h a t  Mao's i n t e n t i o n s  were 
being  subverted- there  is some reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Mao 
himself  took the i n i t i a t i v e  i n  t h e  i s suance  of t h e  d i r e c t i v e .  
In  e a r l i e r  s t a t e m e n t s  on t h e  s t u d e n t  movement a t t r i b u t e d  
t o .  Mao, he had seemed t o  .come down hard on t h e  s i d e  of 
t h e  most m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s ,  of p r e c i s e l y  t h o s e  f o r c e s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  by Kuai Ta-fu, whose newspaper r epo r t ed  t h e  
d i r e c t i v e .  Whether Mao was p e r s o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  o r  n o t ,  
t h e r e  could be l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  would 
encourage t h e  mi l i t an t s - - the  newly-vindicated--to con t inue  
a long  t h e i r  v i o l e n t  course, probably including some of 
t h e  same a c t i o n s  t h a t  were fo rb idden  t o  them i n  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  
of 20 o r  21 November. 



The m i l i t a n t s  were i n  a c t i o n  a g a i n  t h e  very  next  
day (22 November), accord ing  t o  a l a t e r  account  i n  a Red 
Guard newspaper a p p a r e n t l y  pub l i shed  by t h e  Shanghai 
e q u i v a l e n t  of Kaui Ta-fu's  group i n  Peking. There was 
s a i d  t o  be  a demons t ra t ion  i n  Shanghai on t h a t  d a t e  by 
some 15,000 Red Guards from Shanghai,  Peking and o t h e r  
c i t  i e s - - f e a t u r i n g  Nieh Yuan-tze , t h e  female  leader of 
t h e  m i l i t a n t s  a t  Peking Univers i ty - -aga ins t  t h e  Shanghai 
munic ipa l  committee of t h e  p a r t y  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  a g a i n s t  
Tsao Ti-chiu,  its a c t i n g  head. Tsao and o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  ' 

of t h e  p a r t y  committee were r e p o r t e d l y  p re sen t  a t  t h e  
r a l l y  t o  h e a r  themselves  denounced as secret s a b o t e u r s  
of Mao's w i l l  and,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  for  having l a b e l l e d  
a s  "counter - revolu t ionarym t h e  Red Guards from Peking who 
had s t a g e d  a r iot  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  of t h e  Shanghai committee 
i n  e a r l y  September. (The Red Guard newspaper which re- 
p o r t e d  t h e  d e s o n s t r a t i o n  was s a i d  a l s o  t o  have denounced 
t h e  Shanghai L i b e r a t i o n  Dai ly ,  t h e  newspaper of t h e  Shanghai 
munic ipa l  committee whichhad helped  t o  launch t h e  "cul-  
t u r a l   revolution^ j u s t  a yea r  b e f o r e . )  The o f f i c i a l s  were 
a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  bea ten ,  however, and Tsao  appeared i n  h i s  
o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y  i n  s end ing  o f f  a d e l e g a t i o n  of f o r e i g n  
v i s i t o r s  t h e  same day.** e 

On t h e  same day (22 November), t h e  3 r d  Red Guard 
Headquarters  i n  Peking--the m i l i t a n t s ,  presumably hea r t -  
ened by t h e  1 6  November d i r e c t i v e  on t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
of l e f t i s t s ,  and not  d i s h e a r t e n e d  by t h e  20-21 November 
ban  on v i l l e g a l ' t  actions--were r e p o r t e d  t o  be announcing 
t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  wreck t h e  r i v a l  " r a y a l i s t W  (2nd) head- 
q u a r t e r s .  T h e i r  newspaper was s a i d  a l s o  t o  be a s s e r t i n g  
t h a t  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  two c a t e g o r i e s  ( f a c t  ions)  of 
Red Guards i n  e v e r y  s c h o o l  i n  Peking. 

On 23 November, it looked as though 'Le f ty '  was 
f i n a l l y  about  t o  a r r i v e - - t h a t  is, t h a t  Mao and h i s  new 
team had f i n a l l y  g iven  t h e  s i g n a l  f o r  e a r l y  p u b l i c  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  some or a l l  of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  who had ear l ier  
been removed from t h e  p u b l i c  s c e n e  o r  p u b l i c l y  demoted, 

*Much l a t e r ,  t h e r e  was an  unconfirmed r e p o r t  of a 
, c l a s h  i n  Foochow on, 24 November, w i t h  38 s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s .  



and t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  s t a g e  
j u s t  vaca ted  by t h e  Red Guards.* I n  what seemed t o  be 
a p r e t t y  c l e a r  s i g n a l  of i n t e n t ,  t h e r e  appeared i n  t h e  
s t reets  of Peking a p r i n t e d  Red Guard pamphlet making 
very  s e r i o u s  charges--of d e l i b e r a t e  d i s l o y a l t y ,  v i r t u a l l y  
t reason- -aga ins t  Liu Shao-chi and Teng Ilsiao-ping, and 
demanding t h e i r  d i s m i s s a l  from a l l  p o s t s .  Whereas it 
had been r e p o r t e d  a few days e a r l i e r  t h a t  on 15 November 
Red Guard p o s t e r s  denouncing Liu  had been s e i z e d  by an- 
o t h e r  Red Guard organiza t ion- - thus  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
" m i l i t a n t s w  and t h e  "moderates" were st ill being  allowed 

I 

- 
*It was h igh  time. Wri t ing  j u s t  a few days  e a r l i e r  

(in t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t  of t h i s  paper ) ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  w r i t e r  
I had put  it t h i s  way: "Thus, a s  of  l a t e  November, t h e r e  
f was s t r o n g e r  r ea son  t h a n  e v e r  f o r  Mao's new team t o  t a k e  

some a c t  i on  a g a i n s t  t h e  'handful  * of i r redeemable  p a r t y  
n e r s  whom it had r e p e a t e d l y  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  b r i n g  down, 
r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  l e t  t h e  p r e s s u r e  behind t h e  ' c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n '  j u s t  l e a k  o u t  i n t o  t h e  a i r .  The new team, 
i f  it were n o t  t o  appear  e i t h e r  . f r i v o l o u s  o r  impotent,  
must do one of two t h i n g s ,  i f  n o t  bo th :  (a) t a k e  quick 
a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a few l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  and i n  t h e  
provinces ,  pub1 i c l y  removing them from t h e i r  p o s i t  i ons  
and employing whatever phys i ca l  f o r c e  was neces sa ry  t o  
remove them p h y s i c a l l y  from t h e i r  o f f i c e s ,  o r  (b) fo l low 
t h e  course  which it had i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h e  beginning  of 
November a s  t h e  more l i k e l y ,  t h a t  is, t o  se t  i n  motion 
a ponderous, slow-moving process  something l i k e  t h e  k ind  
it had employed i n  t h e  Liaoning c a s e  of 1958, i n  which 
s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  would be i n v i t e d  from almost a l l  o f f i c i a l s  
and would be demanded from t h o s e  a l r e a d y  on t h e  list t o  
be purged, i n  which most s e l f - c r i t i c i s m s  would be accepted 
bu t  many o rde red  r epea t ed  and a 'handfu l '  found a s  prov- 
i n g  t h e  c a s e  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  o u t  of f a v o r ,  i n  which e l a b o r a t e  
' conferences '  might be s t a g e d  t o  conduct t h e  ' s t r u g g l e '  
( t h e s e  might be p u b l i c i z e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  bu t  more l i k e l y  
a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e ) ,  and a t  t h e  end of which the b lack  'hand- 
f u l '  (o r  what remained of i t )  would be  p u b l i c l y  e x p e l l e d  
from t h e  pa r ty . "  M a t e r i a l s  r ece ived  much la ter  showed 
t h a t  t h e  dominant f i g u r e s  had alre.ady set a s i m i l a r  pro- 
cess i n  motion d u r i n g  t h e  conference  which ended i n  e a r l y  
November . 



t o  "debate1' t h i s  i s s u e ,  i n  o t h e r  words t h a t  a s  of 1 5  
November t h e  new team was still undecided o r  still thought  
t h a t  t h e  t i m e  was n o t  r i pe - - the  23 November materials 
seemed f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time t o  have h igh- leve l  backing. 
That is, t h e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  were p r i n t e d ,  
and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  inc luded  informat ion which appeared 
t o  come from unpublished p a r t y  documents, o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  
from p a r t y  meet ings  which would no t  be expected t o  be 
pub1 i c  ized  i n  t h i s  d e t a i l  wi thout  h igh- leve l  approva l .  

On t h e  ve ry  next  day, however, t h e  pamphlet r e p o r t -  
e d l y  came down from t h e  w a l l s ,  and on 25 November Liu  
and Teng appeared wi th  Mao on t h e  first day of ano the r  
s p l i t  r a l l y . o f  t h e  Red Guards a s  i f  t h e  pamphlet had never  
appeared.  These developments were confusing.  That  is, 
it was n o t  a t  a l l  c l e a r  whether (a) t h e  pamphlet had been 
r e a d  c o r r e c t l y  as a s i g n a l  of e a r l y  p u b l i c  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
L iu  and Teng ( a t  least) , o r  (b) it had been r e a d  c o r r e c t l y  
a s  an i n d i c a t o r  of t h e  new team's  longer-range p l ans  b u t  
i n c o r r e c t l y  a s  an i n d i c a t o r  of immediate i n t e n t  i ons  ( i n  
o t h e r  words, t h e  m i l i t a n t  Red Guards had jumped t h e  gun 
aga in ,  a s  t h e y  had a t  t h e  18 October r a l l y ,  and were be ing  
t o l d  s o ) ,  o r  (c) it had been r e a d  i n c o r r e c t l y  a s  a  team 
s i g n a l  i n s t e a d  of an  exp res s ion  o f  one f a c t i o n ,  and t h e  
developments of 23 t o  25 November r e a l l y  d i d  i n d i c a t e  
disagreement  among t h e  members of t h e  new team on a s e r i o u s  
i s s u e  ( i n  o t h e r  words, one l e a d e r  o r  f a c t i o n  had t aken  
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  through t h e  Red Guards, and was be ing  
countered  by o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Mao) . * Subsequent 

* A  s e r i o u s  i s s u e ,  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t r ea tmen t  of 
p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  d i s f a v o r ,  has  been p r e v i o u s l y  d e f i n e d  
a s  t h o s e  of whether t o  t a k e  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n ,  whether t o  
s u f f e r  a l o n g  d e l a y  i n  t a k i n g  it, whom t o  s t r i k e  and 
how ha rd  = t r i k e .  There had b e e ~ d i c a t i o n s  f o r  
m o n t h s '  poss  i b l e  disagreement among p a r t y  l e a d e r s  on 
t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  and of p o s s f b l e  disagreement  among them 
too on t h e  s e r i o u s  i s s u e  of t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  
of t h e  Red Guards. But, a t  l e a s t  on t h i s  writer's read-  
ing ,  t h e r e  had never  been t h e  k ind  of evidence which would 
permi t  a  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s t  t o  conve r t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n t o  
a p r o b a b i l i t y .  This  cont inued  t o  be t h e  c a s e  th rough 
November, bu t  n o t  through December. 



developments were t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  r e a d i n g  
was r i g h t - - t h a t  is, p u b l i c  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  Liu and ?Teng 
was soon s taged--but  t h e y  d i d  no t  make c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
t h i r d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was n e c e s s a r i l y  wrong; t h a t  is, it 
is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Mao himself  d i d  no t  make c l e a r  u n t i l  
about t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  he meant t o  have some s o r t  of p u b l i c  
s p e c t a c l e  c e n t e r i n g  on t h e  crimes of L iu  and Teng, and, 
i f  he had n o t ,  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  when he d i d  he was 
r e s o l v i n g  a disagreement  among m e m b e r s  of  t h e  s t a n d i n g  
committee. 

The Red Guard r a l l y  of 25-26 November, a d v e r t i s e d  
a s  t h e  l a s t  u n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1967, was unevent fu l ,  
a p a r t  from t h e  appearance of L iu  and Teng i n  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  
( s i n c e  August) p l a c e s .  Maintaining c o n t i n u i t y  , t h e  r a l l y  
was opened by Kang Sheng a s  l l adv i so ru  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group. On t h e  . f i r s t  day,  viewing t h e  
march-past of some 600,000 Red Guards, Mao is s a i d  t o  
have waved r e p e a t e d l y .  Important mi s s ing  f igu re s - - tha t  
is, not  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  present--were Chen Yun, Po I-po, 
L i  Hsueh-feng, and Yang Cheng-wu. On t h q  second day, Mao 
and Lin  and o t h e r s  drove i n  open c a r s  p a s t  1.8 m i l l i o n  
young people ,  and Mao waved some m o r e .  Mao is s a i d  t o  
have l e f t  Peking f o r  h i s  u sua l  w i n t e r  i n  t h e  s o u t h  i m -  
mediatery a f t e r  t h e  r a l l y ,  a r e p o r t  suppor ted  by Pek ing ' s  
s ta tement  t h a t  on 26 November t h e  Red Guards l i n e d  t h e  
road t o  t h e  a i r p o r t . *  

On t h e  prev ious  day (25 November), p o s t e r s  a t t a c k -  
i n g  Chen Po-ta,  head of t h e  c e n t r a l  t l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
group," and two l e s s e r  f i g u r e s  of t h a t  group (Wang Jen- 
chung and Chi Pen-yu) had been observed;  it was n o t  known 
whether t h e y  were qu ick ly  taken  down, a s  t h e  a t t a c k s  on  
Tao Chu had been. I t  was soon r e p o r t e d  a l s o  t h a t  a. 23 
November pamphlet a t t a c k i n g  Liu  and Teng, a l though t aken  
o f f  t h e  w a l l s ,  was be ing  used a s  "ma te r i a l  f o r  d i scuss ion"  
i n  major c i t ies ,  and t h a t  L i  Fu-chun and Po I-po were 
be ing  a t t a c k e d  a s  s u p p o r t e r s  of t h e  Liu/Teng l i n e .  Thus 

-- 
*Ma0 reappeared  i n  Peking i n  January ;  it is not  c e r t a i n  

t h a t  he  was e v e r  away. 



wi th  every  day i n  l a t e  November t h e r e  was a d d i t i o n a l  rea- 
son  f o r  t h e  new team t o  c l a r i f y  p u b l i c l y  its i n t e n t i o n s . *  

On 28 November, i n  a development wi thhe ld  from t h e  
f o r e i g n  audience u n t i l  3 December, Mao i n  a b s e n t i a  seemed 
t o  s i g n a l  again--as t h e  Red Guard pamphlet of 23 November 
had seemed t o  s i g n a l - - t h a t  'Lef ty '  was about t o  a r r i v e ,  w i t l :  
very '  bad news f o r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  d i s f a v o r .  He  d i d  t h i s  
through h i s  w i f e ,  Chiang Ching, who gave t h e  c e n t r a l  speech 
t o  a r a l l y  of 20,000 " m i l i t a n t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of l i t e r a t u r e  
and a r t , "  a speech which had t h e  e f f e c t  of g i v i n g  Maofs 
own promise t h a t  t h o s e  who had f a i l e d  him must pu t  them- 
s e l v e s  through a l o n g  per iod  of criticism and self-criticism 

*There was n o t  o v p o l i t  ical reason .  A 
r l l e t t e r  of 27 November, from an employee or an 
i n d u s t r i a l  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e  i n  Peking, spoke e l o q u e n t l y  
of t h e  damage be ing  done t o  product ionpby t h e  prolonged 
"debate ,"  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  new team t o  set a clear course  
and g e t  on wi th  it. The worker wrote t h a t  whereas t h e  
"movement was be ing  conducted q u i t e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  before ,"  
r e c e n t  months had been c h a o t i c .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  groups and 
f a c t i o n s  were c o n s t a n t l y  s t r u g g l i n g ,  w i th  bit ter arguments 
and phys i ca l  c l a s h e s ,  t h a t  wmostw people were " i d l e , "  t h a t  
t h e  p a r t y  branch committee was provid ing  no l e a d e r s h i p  
and t h a t  no one was managing t h e  d a i l y  work, t h a t  h a l f  
a y e a r  bad been "wasted" on t h e  movement as "we have no t  
promoted o r  exped i t ed  p roduc t ion  a t  a l l , "  and t h a t  t h e  
p a r t y  c e n t e r  could  be expec ted  t o  cr i t ic ize  t h e  i n s t i t u t e  
f o r  t h i s .  The letter i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  impossible  p o s i t i o n  
i n  which p a r t y  committees had been p laced ,  hav ing  been t o l d  
bo th  t h a t  t h e y  should  g i v e  t h e  masses a f r e e  hand i n  debat-  
w a n d  c r i t i c i z i n g  and t h a t  t h e y  should  n o t  t h i s  in- 
t e r f e r e  wi th  production, ,  Although t h e  letter-writer viewed 
t h e  i n s t i t u t e  a s  having  "betrayedn Chairman Mao, it was 
probably Mao himself  among t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s  who was most 
w i l l i n p  t o  accept  t h i s  degree  of d i s o r d e r  f o r  h i s  long- 
term p o l i t i c a l  ends.  



and t h a t  some of t h e s e  would be brought down i n  any case ,  
Peking's  account of t h e  r a l l y  was remarkable f o r  its il- 

I l u s t r a t i o n  of t h e  importance of Chiang Ching, who w a s  
c l e a r l y  i l luminated a s  one of t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s  of t h e  pa r ty  
( regard less  of her  nominal rank) ,  and thus  f o r  its il- 

1 l u s t r a t i o n  of Maols continued domination of t h e  p a r t y ,  * 
I The 28 November r a l l y  was presided over by Chen 

Po-ta, who made t h e  opening speech; t h e  speech was pedesk 
t r i a n ,  g iv ing  Mao c r e d i t  f o r  " d i r e c t  guidancew of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  revolut ion  and p r a i s i n g  t h e  outstanding con- 
t r i b u t  ionsv9 of Mme. Mao t o  t h e  revo lu t ion  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  

I and a r t .  Mme. Mao followed, speaking f i r s t  of t h e  need 
t o  make Chinese l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  conform t o  Maots thought, 
asking whether a  r evo lu t ion  was not  necessary ("shouts 
of Yes! Y e s :  from t h e  audience"), and going on t o  cri- 
t icize t h e  handling of t h e  revo lu t ion  across t h e  board 
i n  t h e  period dominated by t h e  work-teams (roughly June- 
J u l y  1966). As had o the r  p a r t y  spokesmen, she  described 
t h e  dec i s ion  t o  send t h e  work-teams a s  an e r r o r  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  p lace  and went on t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e i r  work had been 
"still more erroneous," a s  they  had d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  
not  aga ins t  t h e  proper t a r g e t s  i n  t h e  pa r ty  and i n  t h e  
schools  but  aga ins t  t h e  revo lu t ionary  s tuden t s .  Notably, 
Mme. Mao did not s a y  t h a t  Mao had disagreed with t h e  deci- 
s i o n  t o  send i n  t h e  work-teams, bu t  attempted t o  absolve 

Whou En-lai,  t h e  th i rd- ranking pa r ty  leader ,  and Chen 
Po-ta,  f i f th- ranking,  both played suppor t ing  and d e f e r e n t i a l  
r o l e s  a t  t h i s  r a l l y .  Moreover;  eking announced t h a t  me.. . 
Mao ''received a  thunderous ovat ion  from t h e  e n t i r e  r a l l y m  
when she  stepped forward, and t h a t  her  speech was rece ived 
with "repeated ovat ionsw--vi r tua l ly  unprecedented p r a i s e ,  
f o r  anyone b u t  Mao himself .  I t  is hard t o  understand how 
any observer  could argue, a f t e r  t h i s  performance, t h a t  
anyone but  Mao is running t h e  show i n  China, a s  it is 
i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  anyone but Mao would accord Chiang Ching 
such t rea tment .  Chiang 's r o l e  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s ,  of ' cburse , 1 
how few people MaoQfeLt he could r e a l l y  t r h s t .  1 

I I 



him of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  l a r g e r  errors--as  he himself 
had done i n  h i s  speech--by a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  a s  e a r l y  as June 
( the f i r s t  work-teams were s e n t  i n  a t  t h e  beginning of 
June) Mao had s a i d  t h a t  "work teams should not be s e n t  ,, 

out h a s t i l y ;  but  a few comrades s e n t  out  work-teams h a s t i l y  
without asking Chairman Maols permission." She emphasized 
t h a t  t h e  s e r i o u s  e r r o r  was not t h e  o rgan iza t iona l  form- 
t h e  work-toam--but r a t h e r  t h e  "p r inc ip les  and pol icy  it 
followed , " implying again t h a t  Mao intended t o  f i x  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  on t h e  party-machine l e a d e r s ,  par- 
t i c u l a r l y  Liu and Teng. 

Mme. Mao went on t o  speak of the  work of t h e  cen- 
t r a l  " c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupv of which she was f i r s t  
deputy chief  (and i n  which r o l e  she  had been s i n c e  summer 
something l i k e  t h e  seventh i n  importance among l e a d e r s  , 

of t h e  p a r t y ) ,  and noted t h a t  "new problems cropped up" 
soon a f t e r  t h e  Red Guards were turned loose  on 18 August; 
implying s t r o n g l y  (as the  U.S . Consulate General noted) 
t h a t  t h e  Red Guard movement was not t i g h t l y  c o n t r o l l e d ,  
she descr ibed t h e  group's r o l e  a-at of ga the r ing  f a c t s  
and i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and i n  general  t r y i n g  t o  "keep up with 
t h e  cons tan t ly  developing revolut ionary  s i t u a t i o n .  " She 
spoke i n  p a r t i c u l a r  of her  own work i n  reforming t h e  No. 
1 Psking Opera Company, t ak ing  note t h a t  t h i s  work had 
been supported and encouraged by Mao, Lin, Chou, Chen Po- 
t a  and Kang Slleng. * &he. Mao i m p l i c i t l y  c r i t i c i z e d  the  
new Peking municipal committee--the f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of 

*Mme . Mao here c i t e d  - f i v e  of t h e  s i x  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  who 
appeared s t i l l  t o  be more important f i g u r e s  than  she .  
The one omission was Tao Chu, who a s  an o f f i c e r  of t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  groupw should s u r e l y  have been named; 
Lh? onission'seemed de l ibe ra te ,  s o  Tao had something t o  worry 
about .  Moreover, on t h i s  occasion a t  l e a s t  f o u r  w c u l t u r a l v  
o rgan iza t ions  were removed from t h e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  of the  
propaganda department headed by Tao Chu. P o s t e r s  c r i t i c i z -  

. i n g  Tao--for p r o t e c t i n g  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  provinces-- 
were on view i n  Peking again i n  l a t e  November. 



which was absen t  from t h e  r a l l y - - f o r  having f a i l e d  t o  
c l e a n s e  t h e  opc ra  company of t h e  i n f luence  of t h e  former 
(d i sg raced )  Peking committee, and t h e n  made c l e a r e r  t h a n  
e v e r  b e f o r e  Maots i n t e n t i o n  t o  s t a g e  a prolonged s p e c t a c l e  
of c r i t i c i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  of t h o s e  who had opposed 
o r  had been thought  t o  oppose Mao's l i n e  : 

Some l e a d i n g  members . o f  t h e  company 
fiead: of  t h e  p a r t y 7  must make a c l e a n  
Greas t  of what t h e y  have done and r e v e a l  
i n  a thorough way'what o t h e r s  have d"one. 
T h i s  is t h e  on ly  way, and t h e r e  is no 
o t h e r  way -out .  If t h e y  r e a l l y  do s o  a f t e r  
f u l l  c r i t i c i s m  by t h e  masses, i f  t h e y  
r e p e n t  genuine ly  and make a f r e s h  s t a r t ,  
t h e y  w i l l  still be a b l e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  
t h e  r evo lu t ion . . .  

Mme. Mao went on t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  n o t  a l l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
t h e n  i n  d i s f a v o r  would be c r e d i t e d  w i t h  genuine repentance ,  
and c a l l e d  f o r  completion of t h e  t a s k  of ' * s t rugg l ing  a g a i n s t  
and c r u s h i n g  t h o s e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  who a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l -  
ist road" (a long  wi th  c r i t i c i z i n g  and r e p u d i a t i n g  bourgeois  
au thor  it ies and ideology and t ransforming  educa t  i on  and 
t h e  a r t s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  8 August d e c l a r a t i o n  had f i r s t  formu- 
l a t e d  i t ) .  

Chou En- la i  fol lowed,  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  t h e  N o .  1 Peking 
Opera Company and t h r e e  o t h e r  t r o u p e s  on t h e i r  incorpora-  
t i o n  i n t o  t h e  PLA--one of  t h e  t w o  big f l c u l t u r a l w  e v e n t s  
qnnounced a t  t h e  r a l l y ,  t h e  o t h e r  be ing  t h e  ''good news" 
of Mme. Mao's o f f i c i a l  appointment a s  c u l t u r a l  adv i so r  
t o  t h e  PLA, which s h e  had been de  f a c t o  f o r  months. Chou 
went on l i k e  Chen Po-ta t o  emphasize Mao's guidance of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and t o  p r a i s e  Mme. Maots r o l e  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  of l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t .  

In  sum, through most of November Mao and t h e  new 
team spoke e q u i v o c a l 1 y : t h e y  cont inued  t o  permi t  t h e  
Red Guards t o  c r i t i c i z e  whomever t h e y  chose,  bu t  t h e  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  took  no p u b l i c  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  any of  t h e i r  t a r g e t s .  
They aga in  t o l d  t h e  Red Guards no t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  



product ion, forbade them c e r t a i n  " i l l e g a l  a c t  ions,  and 
s e n t  t h e  v i s i t i n g  Red Guards home, but  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
they  apparent ly  d id  nbt i n t e r f e r e  serikously with t h e  con- 
t inued v io lence  of t h e  m i l i t a n t s ,  and i n  f a c t  took a c t  ion 
- -d i rec t ing  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of t h e  le f t i s t s - -which  
could only  encourage t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  Toward t h e  end of 
November, Mao declared  pub l i c ly  through h i s  wife h i s  in- 
t e n t i o n  t o  s t a g e  a prolonged s p e c t a c l e  of c r i t i c i s m  of 
and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  by h i s  opponents, inc luding Liu and 
Teng . * 

December: Less Bread, More Circuses ------- - -- 

In  e a r l y  December Mao:,and h i s  new team began t o  
s t a g e  a series of pub l i c  s p e c t a c l e s  f e a t u r i n g  pa r ty  lead-  
ers i n  d i s favor ,  and by mid-December t h e r e  were 'some in-  
d i c a t  ions  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one leading member of t h e  new 
team i t s e l f  might j o i n t  those  i n  d i s favor .  Serious inc i -  
den t s  involving t h e  Red Guards continued i n  December; 
while t h e  i n c i d e n t s  and some of t h e i r  poss ib le  sponsors 
were o f f i c i a l l y  c r i t i c i z e d ,  t h e r e  were f u r t h e r  s i g n s  of 
o f f i c i a l  favor  f o r  t h e  m i l  i t a n t  wing of t h e  Guards which 
had been most a c t i v e  i n  such i n c i d e n t s .  One important 
a c t i o n  of t h e  month was taken quie t ly- - the  extens ion of 
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revolut ionn on a much l a r g e r  s c a l e  i n t o  
indus t ry  and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a dec i s ion  which on t h e  f a c e  of 
it reversed  a p o s i t i o n  associa ted  mainly with Chou En-lai  
--although Chou need not have opposed it--and which was 

- 
*Materials  received l a t e r  quoted persons w r i t i n g  i n  

l a t e  November from d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  i n  China t h a t  t h e  
process  of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of people wrongly l a b e l l e d  i n  
e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolution--a process 
which was t o  be an important p a r t  of t h e  process  of 
s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  and c o r r e c t i o n  of error--had begun i n  
t h e i r  a reas  and was ev iden t ly  genera l .  One of t h e  writers 
noted t h a t  he d i d  not dare  t o  t a k e  revenge, a s  he was 
not  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  l i n e  would not change again .  



t o  provoke t h e  same kind of r e s i s t a n c e  which t h e  "revolu- 
t i o n "  had m e t  i n  its encounter  w i t h  p a r t y  o rgan iza t ions .  

On 3 December Peking b roadcas t  t h e  proceedings 
of t h e  r a l l y  of 28 November, f e a t u r i n g  Mme. Maols speech 
wi th  its appa ren t  r e i t e r a t i o n  of Mao's i n t e n t i o n  t o  . 
pu t  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  d i s f a v o r  th rough a  cd rcus  of c r i t i c -  
i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  and t o  "crushn t h o s e  whose confes-  
s i o n s  were deemed incomplete o r  i n s i n c e r e . *  The 3 Decem- 
b e r  b roadcas t  may have been fol lowed qu ick ly  by a  p a r t y  
d i r e c t i v e  fo rmula t ing  t h e  next  s tep- - the  handing over  of 
d i s c r e d i t e d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  t o  t h e  Red Guards, as a  wal l -  
p o s t e r  of 6 December c a l l i n g  f o r  t r i a l s  cites an uniden- 
t i f  i e d  "dec is ion"  of  4 December. 

I n  any c a s e ,  on 4 December Peng Chen, t h e  s e n i o r  
f i g u r e  and p r i n c i p a l  o f f ende r  among t h e  group of  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  removed from t h e i r  p o s t s  i n  t h e  pe r iod  from Novem- 
b e r  1965 t o  May 1966, w a s  t aken  by t h e  Red Guards from 
t h e  u n r e s i s t i n g  hands of h i s  cus tod ians ,  a s  were s e v e r a l  
lesser f i g u r e s .  According t o  wa l l -pos t e r s ,  t h e  Red Guards, 
a c t i n g  " in  compliancew wi th  h e .  Mao's 28 November speech  
s u r f a c e d  t h e  day b e f o r e  ( i n  which s h e  had demanded t h a t  

*On t h e  p rev ious  day, 2 December, t h e  Ts inghai  provin- 
c i a l  committee had gone through t h e  approved. e x e r c i s e  
(a l though perhaps  w i t h  i n s u f f i c i e n t  s e l f  -abasement) , is- 
su ing  a  p u b l i c  s t a t emen t  c r i t i c i z i n g  its own handl ing  o f  
a  Ts ingha i  Da i ly  e d i t o r i a l  of 3 June--which had t aken  
t h e  m i l i t a n t e  on t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revolu t ion1*  l a t e r  . 
v i n d i c a t e d  by Mao and t h e  new team--and r e s t o r i n g  t h e  
r e p u t a t i o n  of t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  e d i t o r ; t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  com- 
mittee he ld  i t s e l f  " f u l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e w  fo r  its June 
e r r o r ,  a l though it poin ted  o u t  t h a t  it had n o t  had cor-  
rect guidance from Peking a t  t h e  t i m e .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  
( e a r l y  December), t h e r e  were c r e d i b l e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  
l e a d e r s  of p r o v i n c i a l  and municipal  p a r t y  committees i n  
Kweichow and Fukien had r e c e n t l y  conducted s e l f - c r i t i c -  
i s m s ;  some of bo th  had been denounced by t h e  Red Guards 
dur ing  t h e  autumn. 



Peng and o t h e r s  be " f u r t h e r  exposedw), reconnoitered 
t h e  houses of Peng and o t h e r s  on 3 December, and i n  t h e  
e a r l y  hours of t h e  next morning were allowed t o  s e i z e  
him i n  h i s  bedroom and bear  him o f f  t o  "an appointed 
placen--to be he ld ,  a s  it l a t e r  developed, f o r  an appear- 
ance before an accusatory r a l l y .  The Guards then went 
on ( the  same morning) t o  p ick  up s i x  o the r  o f f i c i a l s  long 
i n  d i s favor  ( a l l  of them concerned i n  one way or another 
with t h e  management of "cu l tu ra l "  mat ters )  , They appar- 
e n t l y  d id  not p4ck up a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  however, t h e  o the r  
main f i g u r e s  of t h e  group which was f i r s t  t o  f a l l  i n t o  
d is favor- - tha t  is, Lu Ting-i,  Lo Jui-ching, and Yang 
Shang,-kun, perhaps because each was regarded a s  deserv- 
ing a spec tac le  of h i s  own. Very soon (within two days 
a t  most) p o s t e r s  observed i n  Peking were demanding t h a t  
**proceedingsw be i n s t i t u t e d  aga ins t  these  four--plus d 

Tien Han, whose "criminal qct i v i t  ies were pub1 i c l  y a t -  
tacked on 6 December--or even ( e x p l i c i t l y )  t h a t  they  ' be 
brought t o  " t r i a l  ." 

Soon a f t e r  this--before 10 December--the Red Guards 
(apparent ly t h e  same group t h a t  had prepared t h e  23 
November pamphlet) a l s o  advanced t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  pub l i c  
campaign agains t  Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping. Post- 
ers were repor ted ly  observed a t  t h i s  t i m e  desc r ib ing  Liu 
a s  t h e  "biggest c h i e f v  of t h e  opposi t ion  t o  Mao, t h e  
p r o t e c t o r  of Peng Chen, t h e  enemy of worthy members of 
t h e  new team (e.g. Kang aheng), t h e  "c rea to r  of t h e  

u bourgeois r eac t ionary  1 ine ,  a 81most d i sgus t  ingw f i g u r e  , 
and s o  on. These p o s t e r s  r epor ted ly  described L i  Hsueh- 
feng and Po I-po--neither o f f i c i a l l y  i n  d i s favor ,  but 
both o u t  of s i g h t  f o r  weeks--as members of L iu ' s  entourage 
and executors  of h i s  mistaken 1 ine  . * I n t e r e s t i n g l y  , how- 
ever ,  t h e  p o s t e r s  a s  r epor ted  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  d i smissa l  
of Liu and Teng from t h e i r  p o s t s  but  d id  not c a l l  f o r  

*This was true i n  a sense ,  a s  both  had played important 
r o l e s  i n  t h e  June-July period of t h e  work-teams. 



t h e i r  pub l i c  t r i a l ,  unl ike  t h e  pos te r  treatment of t h e  
l e a d e r s  who f e l l  i n t o  d i s favor  e a r l i e r . *  

Meanwhile, i n  e a r l y  December, t h e r e  continued t o  
be s e r i o u s  c l a s h e s  between t h e  Red Guards and p a r t y  com- 
mittees, between t h e  Red Guards and workers, and among 
elements of t h e  Red Guards. There was a r e p o r t  of re-  
peated harrassment of Tsao Ti-chiu i n  Shanghai, and of 
s e v e r a l  dea ths  i n  a c l a s h  i n  t h e  o f f  i c e  of L ibe ra t ion  
Daily t h e r e  on 3-4 December; a r e p o r t  of 1 1 ~ ~ a i i d  
ZOOinjured ( a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  18 dead and 240 in jured)  i n  
a c l a s h  i n  Chungking on 4 December between Red Guards 
and workers; a r e p o r t  of a ttbloody c lashw i n  Wu-hsi (near 
Shanghai) t h e  same day; a r e p o r t  of a c l a s h  between Red 
Guards from t h e  var ious  headquarters  i n  Peking on 7 

*It  was not c l e a r ,  of course,  whether t h i s  s i g n i f i e d  
anything more than t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  campaign aga ins t  
Liu and Teng was not a s  f a r  along a s  it was aga ins t  t h e  
o t h e r  group. That is, those  of t h e  e a r l i e r  group had 
a l ready l o s t  t h e i r  pos ts ,  s o  t h e  p o s t e r s  were c a l l i n g  
f o r  t h e  next s t a g e  of a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  them, some kind of 
t r i a l ,  whereas Liu and Teng had not  been pub l i c ly  s t r i p p e d  
of t h e i r  p o s i t  ions,  s o  it would be reasonable t o  c a l l  
f o r  t h i s  f i r s t ,  moving on then t o  demand a t r i a l .  It  
seemed poss ib le ,  however, t h a t  Mao and a t .  l e a s t  some 
members of t h e  new team thought of Liu and Teng a s  i n  
a d i f f e r e n t  category from Peng Chen and o t h e r s  of t h e  
f i r s t  group--that is, a s  being not i n c o r r i g i b l e  ba rd  
cases  but r a t h e r  as among those  who could demonstrate 
by abundant self-abasement t h a t  they  deserved another  
chance t o  perform some humble funot ion  f o r  t h e  p a r t y .  
Mater ia ls  rece ived l a t e r  ind ica ted  t h a t  Mao had i n  f a c t  
taken t h i s  p o s i t  ion  on Liu, and Teng i n  t h e  October-Novem- 
ber  conference, although it was not c l e a r  i n  e a r l y  Decem- 
ber whether he still held it. It was c l e a r  t h a t  Mao was 
ab le  t o  purge Liu and Teng--both ev iden t ly  under house - 
ar res t - - i f  he  chose t o ,  



December, a t  a meeting on t h e  organiza t ion  of t h e  recep- 
t i o n  of v i s i t i n g  Japanese s t u d e n t s ;  r e p o r t s  of Red Guard 
a s s e r t i o n s  t h a t  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  "cu l tu ra l  revolut ionw 
was g r e a t e s t  i n  t h e  Southwest (where a d i r e c t  protege of 
Teng Hsiao-ping was still pres id ing)  and t h a t  a "period 
of Red t e r r o r w  was requi red;  and r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  North- 
west and Central-South Bureaus, and t h e  Anhwei, Kweichow, 
and Shensi  p rov inc ia l  committees were a l s o  under one kind 
of bombardment o r  another  by t h e  Red Guards. Moreover, 1 a detachment of 
m a  m a r a s  v i s i t i n g  T ine t  s e n t  an appeal f o r  he lp  t o  t h e  
CCP c e n t r a l  committee, t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group, 
and t h e  3rd Red ~ u a r d -  headquarters  ( the  m i l i t  an t s ,  'ap- 
p a r e n t l y  t h e  parent  o r  d i r e c t i n g  body), 1 
I I 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  3rd Red Guard Headquarterst  newspaper ,corn! . ' 

* 

pla ined publ ic ly  i n  e a r l y  December t h a t  t h e r e  had r e c e n t l y  
been s e v e r a l  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  i n  which t h e i r  * * f i g h t e r s  . . . 
were a t tacked and c r u e l l y  beaten up," and t h a t  "some of 
our  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s e n t  t o  t h e  scene,were beaten up o r  
pu t  . i n '  pr i son,  while c e r t a i n  comrades a r e  missing. " 

By t h i s  t i m e ,  e a r l y  December, a l l  o r  almost a l l  
of t h e  p a r t y ' s  r eg iona l  bureaus and p rov inc ia l  committees, 
and most of t h e  major municipal committees, had been re- 
peatedly  c r i t i c i z e d  i n  Red Guard pos te r s .  The only  pos- 
s i b l e  exception among t h e  reg iona l  bureaus was t h e  North- 
e a s t  bureau, where Sung Jen-chiung, a protege of Teng 
Hs iao-ping, remained s u r p r i s i n g l y  f r e e  from a t t a c k ,  a l -  
though a l l  of h i s  subordinate  p rov inc ia l  committees were 

C n  t h e r e a f t e r  requested exempt ion  
from t h e  deadline f o r  r e t u r n i n g  home, i n  -order to '  c a r r y  
th rou  h t h e  revo lu t ion  i n  T i b e t ;  t h e  r,equest was..granted., 

L G k Z  addressed t o  'Chen Po-ta and We.  Mao of 
r evo lu t ion  group,.  and i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  Red. 

Guards' r e lua tance  t o  regard  :a l8cent ra l  committeew d i r -  
e c t i v e  a s  genuinely speaking f o r  t h e  p a r t y  l eadersh ip .  



being denounced i n  e a r l y  December. The only poss ib le  
except ions  among t h e  p rov inc ia l  committees (merely pos- 
s i b l e ,  because not  - a l l  p o s t e r s  were repor ted)  were those  
of Kwangsi and Yunnan; a l l  of t h e  o t h e r s  had been de- 
nounced i n  t h e  f a l l ,  o r  were being denounced i n  November 
and e a r l y  December, o r  both. By t h i s  t ime a l l  of t h e  
import ant  pa r ty  and government l e a d e r s  i n  Peking had 
been o r  were being denounced a s  w e l l  i n  a t  l e a s t  a few ' 

pos te r s ,  although t h e r e . h a d  not been s e r i o u s  o r  sus ta ined  
c r i t i c i s m  of Mao, Lin ,  o r  Chou. Thus t h e  new team was 
f r e e  t o  s e l e c t ,  from a l l  of t h e  heads demanded, those  
t h a t  it wanted t o  c u t  o f f ,  abase, o r  demote. 

Chou En-lai  is repor ted  by s e v e r a l  sources  t o  have 
c a l l e d  a s p e c i a l  meeting of Red Guard organiza t ions  i n  
Peking on 9 December, apparent ly t ak ing  a s  occasion t h e  
inc iden t  of 7 December. H e  is repor ted  t o  have expressed 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  "bourgeois r eac t ionary  1 ine  of 
Peng Chen and o t h e r s  of t h a t  group had " f i n a l l y  been un- 
maskedw; t o  have rebuked "someu Red Guards f o r  defending 
" 'old cadres '  who do not want meserve?7 t o  be defendedw 
(not necessa r i ly  inc luding Liu-and Tenz) ; and t o  have 
expressed favor  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a n t  wing of t h e  Red Guard 
movement, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  welcoming t h e  reorgan iza t ion  of 
t h e  2nd Red Guard Headquarters i n  Peking.* H e  is a l s o  
s a i d ,  however, 20 have asked t h e  Red Guards f o r  b e t t e r  
d i s c i p l i n e ;  while blaming Liao  Cheng-chih (a  second- 
l e v e l  leader)  f o r  poor management i n  t h e  7 December in- 
c i d e n t ,  Chou repor ted ly  went on t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  Red 
Guards themselves f o r  having used v io lence  aga ins t  "peo- 
ple" i n  general  (2.e. indiscr iminate ly)  and i n  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  f o r  f i g h t i n g  among themselves; a s  he and Mme. Mao 

*Other p o s t e r s  repor ted  t h a t  t h i s  Headquarters--a r i v a l  
of t h e  extremely m i l i t a n t  3rd  Headquarters--had been re- 
organized along more m i l i t a n t  l i n e s  by C h i  Pen-yu of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group; and t h a t  Chou En-lai  had "per- 
sonal ly"  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  Kuai Ta-fu, l e a d e r  of t h e  3rd 
Headquarters, and had declared  himself a suppor ter  of 
Kuai 's .  



had both t o l d  them before ,  he t o l d  them again t h a t  they 
must not f i g h t  among themselves, a s  it d ive r t ed  a t t en -  
t i o n  from t h e  main t a s k  of s t r u g g l i n g  aga ins t  enemies 
i n  t h e  pa r ty .  Chou r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  a l s o  t h a t  a f t e r  20 
December t h e  Red Guards would be given m i l  it ary  t r a i n i n g .  

The new team seemed a l s o  t o  be addressing i t s e l f  
t o  t h e  problem of v io lence  by, among, and aga ins t  t h e  
Red Guards i n  a Red F lag  e d i t o r i a l  broadcast  on 12 Decem- 
ber.  The e d i t o r =   subject t o  s o  many poss ib le  read- 
ings ,  however, t h a t  its message d id  not come through 
c l e a r l y .  For example : 

Our p a r t y  w i l l  a l low no one t o  use 
t h e  concept of opposing t h e  bombardment 
of p r o l e t a r i a n  headquarters  i n  o rde r  t o  
punish t h e  revolut ionary  masses and sup- 
p r e s s  t h e  revolut ion .  AC present ,  a 
smal l  group of persons. . . s t ay  i n  t h e  
background, p r a i s e  mass s tudent  organi- 
z a t  ions  and mass workers organiza t ions  
which they have fooled,  sow discord  among 
t h e s e  o rgan iza t ions ,  c r e a t e  s e c t s ,  and 
i n s t i g a t e  armed f i g h t s .  They have gone 
so f a r  a s  t o  adopt a l l  s o r t s  of i l l e g a l  
means t o  d e a l  wi th  t h e  masses. s o  t h a t  
t h e y  might sit back and watch. t h e  t i g e r s  
f i g h t .  .. 

This "small group" be ing denounced could be read ( f i r s t  
sentence) a s  meaning pa r ty  l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  and i n  
t h e  provinces who had organized r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Red Guards 
bombarding Chem o r  had divided t h e  bombarding fo rces ,  
and/or a s  meaning ( t h e  rest of t h e  paragraph) p a r t y  
l eaders  who had given guidance t o  the  Red Guards and I 

had consciously o r  unconsciously encouraged *he s p l i t -  
! 
I 

t l n g  of t h e  movement and c lashes  among its components 
(0.g. Chou En-lai i n  e a r l y  speeches and o f f i c e r s  of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group), and/or p a r t y  l e a d e r s  



i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and i n  t h e  provinces who were encouraging 
physical  o r  p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  on t h e  opponents o r  personal  
enemies of t h e s e  leaders .*  

And again:  

Once t h e  masses who were deceived 
f o r  t h e  t i m e  being come t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  

\ t r u e  f e a t u r e s  of those who played t r i c k s  ... they  w i l l  immediately abandon them 
and s t and  on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  c o r r e c t  
l i n e  of t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  committee headed 
by Chairman Mao. Chairman Mao taught  us 
t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  peaceful ly ,  
not  wi th  b r u t e  f o r c e . . .  Only by r e s o l u t e l y  
p e r s i s t i n g  i n  peaceful  s t r u g g l e  and op- 
posing t h e  bad elements who i n s t i g a t e  
t h e  masses t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
wi th  b r u t e  f o r c e  . . . (and 'so on) 

In point  of f a c t ,  no one had been genuinely more respon- 
s i b l e  f o r  i n c i t i n g  t h e  Red Guards themselves t o  a c t s  of 
violence than  had Mao and Lin Piao, and it was hard t o  
be l ieve  t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  was aimed a t  them.** While 
here t o o  t h e  "bad elementsw could be any of t h e  groups 

. . 

*Some observers  took t h e  e d i t o r i a l  a s  " a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
evidence" t h a t  r i v a l  Red Guard f a c t i o n s  were being "dl- 
r e c t e d  by d i f f e r e n t  ind iv idua l s  i n  t h e  cur ren t  flop7 lead- 
e r s h i p , "  but  t h a t  is s u r e l y  only one poss ib le  rZadTng. 
I t  is worth not ing  t h a t  t h e  3rd Red Guard Headquarters, 
commenting a t  t h e  t i m e ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  denounced t h e  Red 
Guard Control Squads, whose t a s k  it was t o  prevent  dis-  
o rde r  and v io lence  and who had presumably clashed s e v e r a l  
t i m e s  with t h e  3rd Headquarters. Other m a t e r i a l s  c i r -  
c u l a t i n g  i n  Peking a t  t h e  t i m e  denounced t h e  3rd Head- 
q u a r t e r s  i t s e l f .  

**Just four  days l a t e r ,  m i l i t a n t  Red Guards i n  Peking 
repor ted ly  invaded a conservat ion minis t ry ,  bea t  up t h e  
a c t i n g  min i s t e r ,  and broke h i s  windows. 



c i t e d  above, m a t e r i a l s  of January indica ted  t h a t  t h e  12  
December e d i t o r i a l  was aimed p r imar i ly  not a t  pa r ty  lead- 
ers i n  t h e  c e n t e r  but  a t  p rov inc ia l  and municipal secre- 
tar ies--e .g. ,  i n  Shanghai--who were even then using a 
combination of "soft"  and "hard1* methods agains t  t h e  
"revolut ionary rebel t1  workers then  being organized. 

The e d i t o r i a l  went on t o  r e i t e r a t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
first s t a t e d  i n  Red Flag on 31 October, which had made 
pub l i c  t h e  scenm-io f o r t h e  purge: t h a t  i n  order  t o  be 
regarded a s  having " s ince re ly  corrected" one's e r r o r s ,  
one must (a) expose h i s  e r r o r s  "before t h e  masses", (b) 
r e i n s t a t e  those  p e j o r a t i v e l y  l a b e l l e d  by him, ( c )  c o r r e c t  
t h e  p i c t u r e  f o r  lower l e v e l s  deceived by one's mistaken 
l i n e  (a  new requirement),  (d) l e a r n  from t h e  masses, and 
(e) suppor t  t h e  "revolut ionary l e f t i s t s u  i n  t h e i r  s t rug-  
g l e  aga ins t  t h e  bad "handfulH of p a r t y  leaders .  As t h e  
U.S. Consulate General i n  Hong Kong noted, t h e r e  was a  
" s t r i k i n g l y  p l a i n t  ivew note i n  t h e  e d i t o r i a l ' s  observa- 
t i o n  t h a t  "If only t h e  comrades who committed e r r o r s  i n  
t h e  p a s t  on t h e  l i n e  t o  be followedw would do these  th ings ,  
"they would most assuredly  be pardoned by the  g r e a t  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  masses.. ." It was hard t o  read t h i s  passage 
a s  meaning anything e l s e  than  t h a t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  number 
of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  were r e f u s i n g  t o  fol low t h e  l i n e s  of 
t h e  scenar io ,  were re fus ing  t o  p lay  t h e i r  assigned r o l e s  
i n  the  g r e a t  s p e c t a c l e  beginning t o  be staged.. The edi -  
t o r i a l  went on t o  warn such lvcomradeslt t h a t  i f  they f a i l e d  
t o  p lay  t h e i r  assigned r o l e s ,  they  would s u r e l y  be ltVbrought 
down." This  seemed t o  be t r u e ,  although some of t h e  
l1comradesW were apparent ly  regarded a s  having t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  
of p u t t i n g  t h e  new team t o , a  l o t  of t roub le  before succumb- 
ing. * 

7 Seems Very doubtful  t h a t  Liu and Teng were regarded 
as having t h i s  c a p a b i l i t y ,  i .e. of "leadingw a r e b e l l i o n  
aga ins t  Mao and Lin (as  t h e  popular p r e s s  was fond of 
present ing  t h e  case ) .  Both Liu and Teng were probably 
being held  incommunicado somewhere i n  Peking, abso lu te ly  
impotent i n  t h e i r  own persons. It  never the less  remained 
poss ib le  t h a t  Mao and Lin would have p re fe r red  t o  f i n i s h  
of f  Liu and Teng but were h e s i t a t i n g  t o  do s o  out  of f e a r  
of t h e  consequences--that is, f e a r  of massing r e s i s t a n c e  
(footnote continued on page 179) 



The p u b l i c  scene  i n  Peking f o r  t h e  rest of Decem- 
be r  was dominated by r a l l i e s .  On 1 2  December, accord ing  
t o  Red Guard newspapers, a l a r g e  r a l l y  (poss ib ly  100,000) 
was he ld  i n  Peking t o  M s t r u g g l e u  a g a i n s t  Peng Chen and 
lao ther  coun te r - r evo lu t iona ry  r e v i s i o n i s t s . "  The r a l l y ,  , 

r e p o r t e d l y  a t t ended  by l e a d e r s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
group, f e a t u r e d  Peng Chen: t h a t  is, he  was pu t  on d i s p l a y  
and was fo rced  t o  l i s t e n  t o  speeches  denouncing him f o r  
conspi racy  and demanding t h a t  he  be pu t  on t r i a l .  (Some 
l a t e r  p o s t e r s  s a i d  t h a t  Peng denied  t h e  indictment  .) The 
v a r i o u s  accounts  do not  make clear whether ~ t h e r ~ l e a d e r s  
i n  d i s f a v o r  were p u t  on d i s p l a y  wi th  Peng a t  t h i s  first 
r a l l y ,  but  s p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  meeting denounced them too ,  
i n  s i m i l a r  terms. 

I 

On t h e  fo l lowing  day, 13 December, t h e  new team 
took another  s t e p  a g a i n s t  L iu  Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping 
--the first p u b l i c  a t t a c k  on them by a p a r t y  leader--through 
Tao Chy a member of t h e  team whose own p o s i t i o n  was hard 
t o  e v a l u a t e .  On one hand, he had been under f a i r l y  heavy 
p o s t e r  a t t a c k  and had (apparen t ly)  been snubbed bv Mme. 
Mao. On t h e  o t h e r ,  
he had made an appaJen t ly  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  speech--one which 
Red Guards were a c t i n g  on--as l a t e  a s  7 December, and he 
was appa ren t ly  making another  such  speech  now on 13 Decem- 
ber. ( Informat ion  r e c e i v e d  much l a t e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  by 
mid-December Tao had f a l l e n ,  and h i s  7 December speech 
was be ing  d i s c r e d i t e d .  ) 

Speaking a t  a r a l l y  (Liu and Teng were n o t  pro- 
duced),  Tao fol lowed roughly  t h e  l i n e  t a k e n  by Mao and 
Lin P i a o  e a r l i e r :  t h a t  Liu and Teng r ep re sen ted  and had 

from t h e  p a r t y  machine--and e lements  of  t h e  government a 1  
and m i l i t a r y  appa ra tus  a s  well--throughout China, resist- 
ance no t  i n  "support1* of Liu and Teng but motivated by 
a d e s p e r a t e  hope of avoid ing  t h e  same fa te  as L i u  and 
Teng, a r e s i s t a n c e  which could be reduced i f  Liu and Teng 
were spared .  



formula ted  a "bourgeois-react ionary" l i n e ;  t h a t  i n  Maots 
absence i n  June and J u l y  t h e y  had poisoned t h e  e n t i r e  
c o u n t r y  wi th  t h i s  l i n e  i n  t h e  name of  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o m m i t -  
tee, dece iv ing  even Tao h imse l f ;  t h a t  t h e  coun te r - a t t ack  
on  t h e  Liu-Teng l i n e  had been l e d  by L in  P iao ;  t h a t  t h e  
Liu-Teng l i n e  still had wide i n f l u e n c e  i n  l e a d i n g  organs  
of t h e  p a r t y  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  and w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s  of pro- 
v i n c i a l  and municipal  committees (possi  b l y  h i s  own a r e a  
of  concern) ,  and t h a t  it still had not been adequate ly  
c r i t i c i z e d .  He is r e p o r t e d  t o  have s a i d  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was now t o  ex tend  more deeply i n t o  
t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and t h e  coun t rys ide ,  which was soon con- 
f i rmed.  F i n a l l y ,  he  is s a i d  t o  have denounced p o s t e r  
a t t a c k s  on Mao, Lin,  Chou, Chen Po-ta  and Kang Sheng 
( p o s s i b l y  a t t empt ing  t o  a s s o c i a t e  himself  more s o l i d l y ,  
i n  t h e  minds of t h i s  audience,  w i th  the .  o t h e r  f i v e  of 
t h e  b i g  six) and on t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group as a 
group, and t h e n  t o  have s a i d  t h a t  he welcomed such a t -  
t a c k s  on h imse l f ,  t h a t  he  recognized he had made e r r o r s  
(he s p e c i f i e d  one,  bu t  a t t r i b u t e d  it t o  Tengts  o r d e r s ) ,  
and t h a t  he  hoped he would be found t o  be an adheren t  
of  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  l i n e ;  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  audience re- 
p o r t e d l y  j e e r e d  t h i s  exp res s ion  of hope. Conspicuous 
by its absence from t h i s  speech a s  r e p o r t e d  was any c a l l  
f o r  punishment of  L iu  and Teng or of t h e  reg ime ' s  p l a n s  
f o r  them, a p a r t  from t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f u r t h e r  criticism of t h e i r  "line.'1* 

Three o r  f o u r  days l a t e r ,  on 16 o r  1 7  December, 
Mme. Mao, who seemed t o  be r i s i n g  r a p i d l y  t o  a p o s i t i o n  
as ( u n o f f i c i a l l y )  t h e  th i rd-or - four th- ranking  p a r t y  
l e a d e r ,  was t h e  f e a t u r e d  speake r  a t  another  Red Guard 
r a l l y .  The r a l l y ,  r e p o r t e d l y  a t t ended  a l s o  by Chou En- 
l a i ,  Tao Chu, Chen Po-ta ,  and Kang Sheng, seems t o  have 
had t h e  purpose p r i m a r i l y  of g i v i n g  f u r t h e r  encourage- 
ment t o  t h e  m i l i t a n t  wing of t h e  Red Guards. 

*It  may have been -about t h i s '  t i m e ,  however, t h a t  L iu  
and Teng--according t o  l a t e r  posters--began t o  be handed 
over t o  Red Guards f o r  a series of small, p r iva t e  "s t rug-  
g l e "  meeCings , 



Mme. Mao i n  he r  speech repor ted ly  c r i t i c i z e d  an 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group (Wang Jen-chung, 
concur ren t ly  a c t i n g  first s e c r e t a r y  of the.Centra1-South 
bureau and a protege of Tao Chu), t h e  secre tary-genera l  
of the premier 's  o f f  i c e  (Chou Jung-bsin) ,* and t h e  one-, 
t i m e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of t he  Canton committee r e c e n t l y  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Peking commitbe (Yung Wen-tao, pre- 
sumably a c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e  of ba th  Tao Chu and Wang Jen- 
chung) , as being respons ib le  f o r  t h e  pe r s i s t ence  of a 
bourgeois **hard coreM among youth groups, inc luding t h e  
Red Guards. Mme. Mao r e p o r t e d l y  went on t o  blame t h e  
t h r e e  f o r  " recent  inc idents t t  (presumably not  a l l  inc i -  
den t s ) ,  an a c t i o n  which had t h e  effect--because she had 
a l ready described them as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  "bour- 
geois" 1 ine--of p lac ing t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i n c i d e n t s  
on t h e  opponents of t h e  m i l i t a n t  w i n g  of t h e  Red Guards 
( j u s t  a s  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i e s  had been blamed f o r  resist- 
ing  Red Guard a t t a c k s  on them). According to  some 
r e p o r t s ,  Mme. Mao e x p l i c i t l y  criticized t h e  R e d  Guard 
c o n t r o l  squads which were knom to have clashed wi th  the 
mil i tants - -quot ing  her  t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  "we a r e  criticiz- 
l n g  ourse lves  because we educated them i n s ~ f f i c h n t l y . ~  
She repor ted ly  d i d  not ,  however, ask t h a t  those  s h e  
c r i t i c i z e d  be imprisoned o r  otherwise punished; one of 
t h e  t h r e e  accused repor ted ly  was present  and acknowledged 
t h e  criticism with bowed head~-probably Chou Jung-hsin. 

Other speakers  a t  t h e  r a l l y  r epor ted ly  a l s o  cri- 
t i c i z e d  opponents of t h e  m i l i t a n t  Red Guards; t h e i r  re- 
ported criticism of l*bourgeois r e a c t  ionaryw act i o n s  by 
o f f i c i a l s  i n  var ious  geographical  a r e a s  of Peking almost 
c e r t a i n l y  refers t o  c o n t r o l  squads i n  those  a reas ,  which 
were denounced i n  t h e  same terms on 16 December by t h e  
newspaper of t h e  m i l i t a n t  (3rd) headquarters .  According 
t o  one r e p o r t ,  Chou En-lai i n  h i s  speech went even . fu r the r  
than  Mme. Mao i n  depressing i f  no t  suppressing t h e  op- 
ponents of t h e  m i l i t a n t s ;  i n  t h i s  vers ion ,  Chou asked t h e  
c o n t r o l  squads to "disband t h e i r  organiza t ion  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  '* 
According t o  another vers ion  of h i s  speech, a s  repor ted ,  
h i s  c r i t i c i s m  of "e r ro r s ,  v io lence  and crime among t h e  
R e d  Guards was d i r e c t l y  evenly aga ins t  a l l  f a c t i o n s  of 
t h e  Red Guards ( l i k e  h i s  e a r l i e r  speeches) ,  r a t h e r  than  

-- 
*T4%r>u %as I a t s r  repor ted  t o  have bean t h e  organizer  of 

the Control Squads which had opposed t h e  m i l i t a n t  Red Guards. 



concen t ra t ing  on one. Perhaps both ve r s ions  are r i g h t :  
t h a t  is, Chou declared  h i s  opposi t ion  t o  s i n ,  and then  
took a p r a c t i c a l  a c t i o n  on behalf  of t h e  m i l i t a n t s ,  

Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng, a t  t h e  16 or 1 7  Decem- 
be r  s a l l y ,  seem t o  have o f f e r e d  l i t t l e  mDre  than  an en- . 
dorsement of o t h e r  speakers .  Tao Chu, i f  p resen t ,  was 
apparent ly  given no oppor tuni ty  t o  speak; a t  any r a t e  
no remarks of h i s  were repor ted ,  

Ue. ~ a o  repor ted ly  spoke again a t  a r a l l y  of Red 
Guards on 18 December, s t a t i n g  a mixture of " m i l i t a n t w  
and "moderatew p o s i t i o n s  which appeared t o  r epresen t  Mae's 
p o s i t  ions  a t  t h e  t i m e  .* According t o  wal l -pos ters  repor ted  
by two sources ,  We. Mao denounced Liu Shao-chi a s  a 
"Khrushchev-type personw and dismissed h i s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  
as a "hoax," but  a l s o  t o l d  t h e  Red Guards t h a t  they  could 
not  "seizev Liu and Teng--i.e., could not f e a t u r e  them 
i n  a pub l i c  spectacle--because.their s t a t u s  was t o  be 
resolved by t h e  p a r t y  (possib1.y implying, had not  y e t  
been resolved) .  me. Mao repor ted ly  again c r i t i c i z e d  
t h e  Red Guard c o n t r o l  squads and s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  would 
be disbanded (Chou En-lai a day o r  two earlier had re- 
por ted ly  asked t h a t  they  be) ,  but on t h e  o t h e r  hand cri- 
t i c i z e d  a l l  Red Guard violence,  violence by whatever wing 
or f a c t i o n  (as  Chou had repor ted ly  done) and a l s o  asked 

*It Is not  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  whether Peking s taged  one, 
two o r  t h r e e  r a l l i e s  i n  t h e  period of 16-18 December. 
Some sources  r epor ted  r a l l i e s  on both 16 and 1 7  December,. ' 
but  t h e  repor ted  content  of t h e  speeches was s o  nea r ly  
i d e n t i c a l  t h a t  a s i n g l e  r a l l y ,  on one day o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  
seems more l i k e l y .  The s i m i l a r i t y  of t h e  repor ted  content  
of Mme. Mao's speech a t t r i b u t e d  t o  18 December makes it 
poss ib le  t h a t  t h i s  is simply a f u l l e r  ve r s ion  of her  speech 
of 16 o r  17  December, but  it is t r e a t e d  bere  as a s e p a r a t e  
speech'because t h e  sources agree on t h e  d a t e  of 18 Decem- 
ber. Mater ia ls  y e t  t o  be received w i l l  probably s t r a i g h t e n  
t h i s  ou t ,  



t h e  Red Guards i n  f u t u r e  t o  submit t h e i r  charges t o  t h e  
Ministry of Pub l i c  Secur i ty ,  which would be responsib le  
f o r  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  (another l i n e  f i r s t  s t a t e d  by Chou, i n  
o r  about September), t h i s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  was cur ious  i n  
t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  remainder of Mme. Mao's speech a s  r epor t -  
ed ,  and a l a t e r  r e p o r t  suggested t h a t  Mme. Mao may have 
s a i d  ins tead  t h a t  t h e  Ministry of Pub l i c  Secur i ty  had 
f a i l e d  t o  make t h e  necessary a r r e s t s ,  s o  Red Guards could 
m k e  t h e i r  own--but o t h e r  l a t e r  m a t e r i a l s  indica ted  
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  ve r s ion  was c o r r e c t .  

Mme. Mao is s a i d  t o  have gone on t o  include "Public 
Secur i ty t t  among t h e  wbourgeois-stylen organiza t ions  which 
were not  r e a l l y  i n  sympathy with t h e  revolut ion ,  and t o '  
have "proposedt* t h a t  "public  s e c u r i t y  fo rcesw be taken 
over  by t h e  PLA (she s a i d  t h a t  Hsieh Fu-chih had a l ready 
agreed t o  t h i s ) .  However, t h e  var ious  ve r s ions  of he r  
speech do not make c l e a r  whether she  was t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  Ministry of Pub l i c  Secur i ty  a s  a whole o r  simply about 
one u n r e l i a b l e  component, t h e  municipal Publ ic  Secur i ty  
Bureau i n  Peking. This  ques t  ion is still open. 

Fur the r ,  Mme. Mao is s a i d  t o  have r e i t e r a t e d  her  
charges of 16  o r  1 7  December aga ins t  Wang Jen-chung, Chou 
Jung-hsin, and Yung Wen-tao, adding t h e  deputy sec re ta ry -  
genera l  of t h e  S t a t e  Council, Hsu l i n g .  She repor ted ly  
asked t h e  Red Guards t o  conduct a t t a c k s  on t h e s e  people. 

According t o  t h e s e  sources ,  We. Mao i n  t h i s  18 
December speech went on t o  add t o  t h e  list of those  i n  
d i s f a v o r  a much more important r eg iona l  l eader  than  Wang 
Jen-chung-namely, L i  Ching-chuan, t h e  powerful f i r s t  
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Southwest Bureau and a f u l l  member of 
t h e  CCP po l i tburo .  Adding t o  t h e  ind ica t ions  t h a t  a l l  
o r  almost a l l  of t h e  reg iona l  first s e c r e t a r i e s  and most 
o r  many of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  first s e c r e t a r i e s  would be 
brought down, Mme. Mao is s a i d  t o  have denounced L i  a s  
a "manifest wrong-doer" (whether t h i s  is a d i r e c t  quota- . 
t i o n  is uncer ta in)  and t o  have gone on t o  charge t h a t  
p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  committees had operated t h e i r  own i n t e l -  
l igence  s e r v i c e s  i n  Peking ( the  impl ica t ion  being, on 
behalf of t h e i r  independent kingdoms). 



On 19 and 20 December, f r e s h  r a l l i e s  were held t o  
denounce Peng Chen and o t h e r s  of t h e  f i r s t  group (Lu, Lo, 
and Yang). Apparently a l l  f o u r  were displayed a t  t h i s  
r a l l y .  A p i c t u r e  was l a t e r  c i r c u l a t e d  of Peng, Lu, Lo 
and Yang s t and ing  be fo re  a r a l l y  w i t h  bowed heads and 
p laca rds  around t h e i r  necks. A 3 1  of them were handled 
b r u t a l l y  b j v t h e  Red Guards, and some of them were re- 
poxtea fo have *attempted s u i c i d e  a f t e r  t h e  r a l l y .  

On t h e  same days, f r e s h  p o s t e r s  a t t a c k i n g  Lip Shao- 
c h i  and Teng Hsiao-ping were repor ted .  These w e r e  s a i d  
t o  be "huge, 'I and t o  be demanding t h e i r  d i smissa l  from 
a l l  p o s t s  and even t h e i r  " l iquidat ion ."  Some p o s t e r s  
r e l a t e d  t h e s e  two l e a d e r s  t o  those of t h e  f i r s t  group, 
a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  two s e n i o r  f i g u r e s  were t*marshalsw 
of t h e  opposi t ion  t o  Mao and had r e c r u i t e d  t h e  o t h e r s  
a s  "generals.  'I Attacks on Liu Ning-i, t h e  l a b o r  l e a d e r ,  
Li Hsien-nien, t h e  f inance  and t r a d e  s p e c i a l i s t ,  and Ho 
Lung of t h e  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  committee ( the l a t t e r ,  ap- 
parent ly ,  f o r  t h e  first time) were a l s o  repor ted .*  

On 20 December, " leaders  of t h e  c e n t r a l  c o m i t t e e V 1  
rece ived some 90,000 o f f  icers and men of t h e  PLA, and 
some 10,000 p a r t y  and government func t ionar ies ,  who had 
helped with t h e  work of t a k i n g  cab8 of t h e  v i s i t i n g  Red 
Guards. Hsiao Hua ( l a t e r  t o  be at tacked) spoke on behalf 
of Lin Piao,  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Af fa i r s  Committee, and depart-  
ments of t h e  PLA; me. Mao spoke as f i r s t  depuey chief  
of t h e  c e n t r a l  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  group; and Chen Po-ta 
and Chou En-lai spoke as members of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  stand- 
ing  committee. me. Mao and Chen both p ra i sed  t h e  PLA 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a t  t h e  PLAts p o r t  ion of t h e  recep t ion ,  
while Chou 's p r a i s e  was more evenly d i s t r i b u t e d .  Both 
Chen and Chou were given %tormym applause. Chou went 
on t o  l ead  t h e  s ing ing  a t  t h e  stadium where p a r t y  and 
government f u n c t i o n a r i e s  were l a t e r  rece ived . Tao Chu 
was 1 i s t e d  f i r s t  among. o t h e r  l e a d e r s  a t t end ing ,  and 
some o t h e r s  being a t tacked then o r  t o  be a t tacked l a t e r  
were also presen t .  

* In l a t e  January wild accounts of Hots plans--of Febru- 
a r y  1966--for a " rebe l l ionM of t h e  PLA and/or a  "coup" 
appeared i n  p o s t e r s .  Ho i n  f a c t  had been i n  good favor  
a t  l e a s t  through August. 



On 23 December, accord ing  t o  a correspondent  s ac- 
count  of a Red Guard newspaper of 27 December, Chou En- 
l a i ,  Chen Po-ta,  and Mme. Mao spoke t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of a l l  t h r e e  Red Guard headqua r t e r s  i n  Peking--the f i r s t ,  
t h e  r eo rgan ized  second (a  more m i l i t a n t  group) ,  and t h e  
t h i r d  ( a l l  a long  t h e  most mi l i t an t ) - -p lus  Red Guards f r o m  
secondary s c h o o l s .  ~hor i s  s a i d  t o  have "demandedtt t h a t  
a l l  Red Guards from u n i v e r s i t i e s  and colleges be un i t ed  
i n t o  one group--presumably meaning, among o t h e r  t h ings ;  
t h e  merger of t h e  t h r e e  headqua r t e r s .  Months e a r l i e r ,  
Chou had t o l d  t h e  Red Guards t h a t  deba te  would cont inue  
u n t i l  a l l  were u n i t e d  i n  one p o s i t i o n ,  and, i f  h i s  speech 
was a t  a l l  a c c u r a t e l y  r epo r t ed ,  he  may have been t e l l i n g  
them now t h a t  t h e  deba te  was over  and t h a t  t h e r e  was t o  
be j u s t  one p o s i t  ion--presumably t h a t  of t h e  m i l  i t a n t s ,  
i n  t h e  1 i g h t  of t h e  many o f f i c i a l  exp res s ions  of f a v o r  
f o r  them i n  p rev ious  weeks. A few days l a t e r ,  accord ing  
t o  ano the r  co r r e sponden t ' s  account ,  one of t h e  Red Guard 
newspapers r e p o r t e d  (28 December) t h a t  n ine  of  t h e  Red 
Guard "un i t s "  i n  Peking had " r ecen t lyM merged. 

Also on 23 December, it was r e p o r t e d l y  "announcedw 
t h a t  Lo Ju i -ch ing  had been " taken away"; perhaps h i s  re- 
po r t ed  s u i c i d e  took  p l a c e  a f t e r  t h i s  d a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  im-  
media te ly  a f t e r  t h e  20 December r a l l y .  On 24 December, 
according t o  wa l l -pos t e r s ,  Chi Pen-yu, an o f f i c e r  of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group, r e p o r t e d l y  t o l d  a r a l l y  t h a t  
L iu  .and Teng were t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao, 
and i n c i t e d  t h e  Red Guards t o  seize them ( t h i s  would 
have been i n  c o n f l i c t  w i th  t h e  l i n e  r e p o r t e d l y  taken  by 
W e .  Mao a week e a r l i e r ,  and Chi may i n s t e a d  have t o l d  
them t o  keep denouncing L iu  and Teng) . On t h e  same day, 
according t o  a TASS account  of a Red Guard newspaper, 
Peng Te-huai was a r r e s t e d  by Red Guards i n  wes t e rn  China, 
t o  be brought  back t o  P e k i n g a f o r  a presumed appearance 
i n  a s p e c t a c l e .  And on 25 December, accord ing  t o  an un- 
confirmed r e p o r t ,  t h e r e  was--or a t  any rate t h e r e  was 
scheduled--another p u b l i c  r a l l y  t o  denounce L iu  and Teng. 

On 26 December, a correspondent  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t r u c k s  
wi th  loudspeakers  were t o u r i n g  ,Peking announcing t h a t  L iu  
and Teng were t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  "black l i n e "  and t h a t  
t h e y  should  be deposed. The correspondent  r e p o r t e d  t h e  



same loudspeakers  t o  be b l a r i n g  o u t  t h e  ' l la teStr* from 
Mme, Mao, namely ( a s  r epo r t ed )  t h a t  a l l  opponents of 
Maots thought  should be a r r e s t e d ,  t h a t  "secur i ty l t  
au tho r  it ies i n  Peking had no t  been s u f f i c i e n t l y  m i l i -  
t a n t  i n  do ing  t h i s ,  and t h a t  i n  consequence r e a l  revolu-  
t i o n a r i e s  (Red Guards) were e n t i t l e d  t o  make such a r r e s t s  
themselves .  (While t h i s  seemed a t  t h e  time a poss ib ly  

- genuine account of me, Mad's l l l a t e s t v  p o s i t i o n ,  m a t e r i a l s  
r ece ived  l a t e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  l a s t  p o i n t  
was ga rb l ed ;  l a t e r  m a t e r i a l s  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Chou En- 
l a i  soon c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  use of sound-trucks f o r  such  
purposes . )  The same correspondent  r e p o r t e d  f r e s h  wal l -  
p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  on Liu Shao-chi, Po I-po and Wang Jen- 
chung, c a l l i n g  them such  t h i n g s  as "dogsw and a s s e r t i n g  
t h a t  Mme. Mao had c a l l e d  them a "group of r o t t e r s . l l  

On 26 December (Maots 7 3 r d  b i r t h d a y ) ,  a People 's  
Dai ly  e d i t o r i a l  made p u b l i c  most of a 10-point  ~~~e 
m e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between r e v o l u t i o n  and product ion,  
a d i r e c t i v e  perhaps formula ted  i n  e a r l y  December, s e n t  
th rough normal p a r t y  channels  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and p a r t i a l l y  
r e p o r t e d  i n  wa l l -pos t e r s  l a t e r .  * The d i r e c t i v e ,  and t h e  
e d i t o r i a l  r e f l e c t i n g  it, q u i e t l y  b u t  r a d i c a l l y  changed 
t h e  l i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by Peop le ' s  Da i ly  i n  September, 
aff i rmed by Chou En-la i  t h e n  and IZGF, and r e i t e r a t e d  
by  t h e  p a r t y  newspaper i n  November (see pages 102 and 153) 
- - tha t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  should  be s o  conducted a s  not  t o  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  product ion.  

The 26 December e d i t o r i a l  began from t h e  new propo- 
s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  "working c l a s s u  is t h e  ! ' leading f o r c e  
and most a c t i v e  f a c t o r  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolut ion ' '  and 
t h e  r e l a t e d  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l  and mining 

*Fragmentary in format ion  on o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  
i n  f a c t o r i e s  i n  November s u g g e s t s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  was da t ed  a s  e a r l y  a s  November, bu t  it may 
be i n s t e a d  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  a c t i v i t y  was exper imenta l  and 
t h e r e  was no d i r e c t i v e  u n t i l  December. 



e n t e r p r i s e s  m u s t  no t  be allowed t o  s l i d e  down t h e  p a t h  
of " c a p i t a l i s m  and r e v i s i ~ n i s m . ' ~  But i n  "somelf such  
e n t e r p r i s e s  p a r t y  a u t h o r i t i e s  posed t h a t  danger ,  and 
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  m u s t  be c a r r i e d  ou t  i n  a l l  such  
e n t e r p r i s e s  v igo rous ly ;  indeed, r evo lu tdon  m u s t  be pu t  
" i n  command" of product ion.  Those t o  be charged wi th  
t h i s  were t h e  "worker masses," who would now conduct a  - 
" s e r i o u s  s t r u g g l e n  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who had pretended t o  
be  concerned w i t h  product ion.  These l a t t s h a d - d o n e  such 
t h i n g s  a s  u s i n g  m a t e r i a l  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  seduce t h e  workers 
and i n c i t i n g  t h e  workers t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  one anokher 
and a g a i n s t  s t u d e n t s  (Red Guards).  Thus t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee "has decreed" (a r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i v e )  t h a t  
o f f i c i a l s  of i n d u s t r i a l  and mining e n t e r p r i s e s  must n o t -  
r e t a l i a t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  masses who criticize them, and 
( a s  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  had e a r l i e r  been d i r e c t e d  t o  do) 
t h e y  must r e s t o r e  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n s  of t h o s e  p e j o r a t i v e l y  
l a b e l l e d ;  moreover, t h e y  must r e t u r n  t h e i r  jobs  and back 
pay t o  t h o s e  f i r e d .  Fu r the r ,  workers were now t o  elect 
t h e i r  own c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  bodies - - l ike  t h o s e  se t  up 
s i n c e  August i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and a l l  " cu l tu ra l1 t  or-  
gan iza t ions - - to  conduct t h e  s t r u g g l e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  work- 
ers must be  pe rmi t t ed  t o  c r e a t e  l t a l l  k i n d s  of r evo lu t ion -  
a r y  organiza t ionsw-- tha t  is, Red Guards or t h e i r  equiva l - '  
e n t .  The e d i t o r i a l  went on t o  counse l  t h e s e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  as t h e  Red Guards had l o n g  been t o l d ,  t o  
conduct t h e  s t r u g g l e  by r ea son ing  no t  f o r c e ,  and concluded 
w i t h  an admonition t o  t h e  workers t o  wwelcomeM t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s  coming t o  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  t o  "exchange 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  experiencew--something t h e y  had p rev ious ly  
been e x p r e s s l y  forb idden  t o  do. 

The e d i t o r i a l  was c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  d i r e c t i v e  
a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  wa l l -pos t e r s ,  bu t  omi t t ed  two major p o i n t s  
i n  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  which were provided i n  t h e  p o s t e r  accounts .  
One r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  " re -e lec t ion"  of groups t o  "guide1* pro- 
d u c t i o n .  The e d i t o r i a l s  of September and December had 
d i r e c t e d  economic u n i t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t w o  groups--one t o q  
guide  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and one- gu ide  product ion .  
The product ion  guidance groups were a p p a r e n t l y  t o  con- 
t i n u e  (o r  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  where t h e y  had no t  been), 
bu t  t h e r e  was now no c l e a r  d i v i s i o n  between t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  
and t h a t  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  groups and t h e  Red - 



Guards or t h e i r  equ iva len t s  (what were soon t o  emerge a s  
" re to lu t ionary  r e b e l v  workers),  and, indeed; t h e  e d i t o r i a l  
s t r o n g l y  suggested that--as  i n  t h e . d a y s  of t h e  "great l e a p  
forwardv--it  was t o  be another  case  of " p o l i t i c s  i n  com- 
mand, " with  a l l  t h a t  t h a t  would mean f o r  r a t i o n a l  manage- 
ment. The o t h e r  p o i n t  r e l a t e d  t o  a r b i t r a t i o n ;  t h e  d i rec-  
t i v e  'as repor ted  provided f o r  t h e  workers t o  send a "small 
numberw of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  pa r ty ' s  municipal o r  
p r o v i n c i a l  committees o r  r eg iona l  bureaus t o  appeal an 
i s s u e ,  o r  even t o  Peking (a po in t  which was t o  prove im- 
p o r t  an t )  . 

It  was apparent t h a t ,  j u s t  as t h e  Red W a r d s  had 
been turned loose  on t h e  p a r t y  apparatus i n  August, t h e  
new team was now t u r n i n g  t h e  ' t revolut ionar iesn  (of what- 
eve r  des igna t  ion) loose  on t h e  f a c t o r i e s .  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  * 

d i d  not  on t h i s  occasion, a s  they  had i n  August, e x p l i c i t l y  
c a l l  f o r  "d isorderu  t o  be c rea ted ,  but a: mechanism t o  
promote d i s o r d e r  had aga in  been contrived.* J u s t  as t h e  
R e d  Guards had "bombardedv p a r t y  headquarters ,  shaken them 
up, and made it impossible f o r  them t o  perform t h e i r  jobs 
proper ly  ( a l l  i n  t h e  name of t e s t i n g  them a s  revolut ion-  
a r y  sucaessors) ,  s o  now t h e  p a r t y  was s e t t i n g  t h e  new - 
revo lu t ionary  organiza t ions  aga ins t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  par ty ,  
youth, and union o rgan iza t ions  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and mines, 
wi th  a similar prospect of armed c lashes ,  purges, and a 
d e c l i n e  i n  a c t u a l  production ( a l l  i n  t h e  name of prevent- 
i n g  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of cap i t a l i sm) .  One f a c t o r  i n  t h i s  
dec i s ion  was presumably t h e  d e s i r e  t o  e l imina te  t h e  inf lu-  
ence of par ty-  a u t h o r i t i e s  (managers a i d  youth and union 
l e a d e r s )  who had i n  t h e  p a s t  been associa ted  wi th  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  now i n  disfavor--e.g. Liu Shao-chi, Teng Hsiao- 
ping, Peng Chen, Po I-po, Liu Ning-i--who had been con- 
cerned wi th  such a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  

On t h e  n ight  of 26 December, according t o  wall- 
p o s t e r s  observed l a Q e r ,  me. Mao, Chen Po-ta, and Kang 
Sheng t a l k e d  wi th  t h e  l e a d e r s  of a  new revo lu t ionary  

*It may be t h a t  v i s i b l e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  l~ revo lu t ion l l  
--in t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and countryside--impelled the: new team 
t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  e a r l i e r  than  o r i g i n a l l y  intended. B u t  t h e  
campaign a g a i n s t  t h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  would s u r e l y  inc rease  
d i s o r d e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s i s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  s h o r t  t e r m .  



t r a d e  union f e d e r a t i o n ,  t h e  "All-China Fede ra t ion  of Red 
R e v o l ~ t i o n a r i e s , ' ~  obvious ly  designed t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  A l l -  
China Fede ra t ion  of Trade Unions. me. Mao a t  t h i s  meet- 
i n g  r e p o r t e d l y  denoudced t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  AC!FTU and t h e  
Min i s t ry  of Labor--apparently present--as unresponsive 
t o  Mao and t h e  po l i tbu ro ;  a n d r e p o r t e d l y  aga in  c r i t i c i z e d  
Liu  Shao-chi at  t h i s  meeting, t o  an  audience expected t o  
have some sympathy f o r  Liu.  On t h e  nex t  day (27 December), 
Red Guards of t h e  new f e d e r a t i o n  and a l s o  of t h e  o l d  
"sea led  t h e  o f f i c e w  of t h e  ACFTU i n  Peking, and f o u r  
days a f t e r  t h a t  s e i z e d  t h e  ACFTU's newspaper. The reason  
given i n  wal l -pos te rs  was t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  ACFTU-- 
no tab ly  L iu  Ning-i and L a i  Jo-yu--had c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  
" r e v i s i o n i s t "  l i n e  of  Liu  Shao-chi, Teng Hsiao-ping, 
and Peng Chen. 

Also, on 27 December, t h e r e  was r e p o r t e d l y  another  
r a l l y  of 100,000 Red Guards and workers t o  denounce Liu 
and Teng. The speake r s  were s a i d ,  echoing Mme. Mao, t o  
have desc r ibed  Liu a s  "China's Khruslichevw and to have 
aga in  demanded removal of bo th  from o f f i c e . *  The speake r s  
still  d i d  n o t ,  however, c a l l  f o r  t h e  a r r e s t  of Liu and 
Teng--that is, t h e i r  arrest by Red Guards .tor a pe r sona l  
appearance a t  such  a r a l l y .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  p o s t e r s  were observed demanding 
t h a t  Peng Chen and o t h e r s  of  t h e  f i r s t  group--Lo, Lu, 
and Yang--be executed. It  was n o t  c l e a r  whether t h e  

*L iu l s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  ( a t  t h e  October-November work 
conference)  had r e p o r t e d l y  appeared on Red Guard p o s t e r s  
i n  Peking t h e  prev ious  day (26 December) and been denounced 
a t  once i n  Red Guard p o s t e r s  a s  " insincere ."  TASS r e p o r t -  
ed two days l a te r  t h a t  Red Guard p o s t e r s  gave Liu an 
' ' ~ l t i rna tum '~  t o  come t o  an I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Peking 
on 7 January and make (another )  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ;  t h i s  was 
no t  confirmed by o t h e r  sou rces ,  and material i n  e a r l y  
January d i d  no t  r e p o r t  such  an appearance. 



" t r i a l n  of t h e s e  l e a d e r s  had been he ld  o r  would be he ld .  
Peng Te-huai was r e p o r t e d l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  Peking on t h i s  
same day (27 December). 

On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day, p o s t e r s  were observed de- 
nouncing a group of economic s p e c i a l i s t s  once i d e n t i f i e d  ' 

w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o s i t  i ons  i n  economic p o l  i c y  , 
but  i n a c t i v e  i n  r e c e n t  years--Chen Yun, still  a member ' 

of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  Teng Tzu-hui, and L iao  Lu-yen. Fresh ' .  
p o s t e r s  were observed a t t a c k i n g  Chen Y i  aga in ,  and Hu 
Chiao-mu, au tho r  of t h e  CCP's o f f i c i a l  h i s t o r y  (1951). 

By 29 December, Tao Chu had p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  f a l l e n  
from favor .  On t h a t  d a t e ,  f r e s h  ~ o s t e r s  w e r e  observed-- 
r e p o r t e d l y  p l a s t e r e d  a l l  over  peking--denouncing Tao a s  
a Itnew r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  bourgeois  r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e  ." 
(La te r  in format ion  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Tao had i n  f a c t  f a l l e n  
by mid-December.) Judging from p o s t e r  attacks beginning 
i n  e a r l y  January,  a group of m i l i t a r y  f igures--both pro- 
f ess i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  and p o l i t i c a l  of f i c e r s - - a l so  
f e l l  from f a v o r  i n  December, perhaps not  u n t i l  l a t e  Decem- 
ber bu t  perhaps a s  e a r l y  as Tao d id .  Some obse rve r s  have 
congectured t h a t  t h e  cases a r e  connected,  t h a t  a l l  may 
have f a l l e n  on a s i n g l e  i s s u e ,  e.g. whether o r  how t o  use 
t h e  PLA a g a i n s t  opponents  of t h e  new team. T h i s  may prove 
t o  be t h e  ca se ,  b u t  pos te r -accounts  of t h e  speeches  of 
p a r t y  l e a d e r s  denouncing Tao i n  e a r l y  January show a con- 
t i n u e d  emphasis on t h e  charge  of ' p r o t e c t i n g '  t h e  p a r t y  
appa ra tus  a s  a whole and t h e  Central-South i n  p a r t i c u l a r  .* 
The r easons  f o r  t h e  December purge of t h e  m i l i t a r y  lead-  ' 
ers remained q u i t e  unc l ea r  as of l a te  January .  

I 

*Tao may have been making an  a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  i n  t h a t  
p e r i a d  t o  demonstrate  t h a t  he w a s  no t  a "bour eo is - reac-  

I 

t i o n a r y w  element.  A l a t e r  quoted a I 

Red Guard i n  Canton t o  t h e  e ec 
I 

owfng a Red I 
Guard a t t a c k  i n  l a t e  December on a newspaper pu t  o u t  by 
t h e  Central -South Bureau and regarded  by t h e  Guards a s  

I 

" reac t iona ry , "  Tao Chu had cab led  t h e  Red Guard headquart-  I 

I 

ers t h e r e  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  s t r o n g  f a v o r  f o r  t h e  a c t i o n .  I 

( foo tno te  cont inued  on page 191) 



( footnote  continued Prom page 190). 

The source was r e p o r t e d l y  vastonishedt '  t o  l e a r n  of denuncia- 
t i o n s  of Tao i n  Poking, a s  he had been considered a f a i t h -  
f u l  fol lower of Mao and suppor ter  of t h e  Red Guards. 

A l u r i d  account was l a t e r  r e c e i  
d t o  be o r i g i n a l l y  

xrom w a l l  - post  ers i n  canton--or o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  of Tao8s  
i n  t h i s  per iod .  The r e p o r t  a l leged t h a t  Tao took t h e  
i n i t i a t i v e  t o  g e t  t h r e e  reg iona l  first secretar ies--sung 
Jen-chiung (nor theas t ) ,  Li Ching-chuan (Southwest), and 
Liu Lan-tao (Northwest)--to Peking f o r  a conference w i t h  
Lin Piao, l a s t i n g ' f r o m  16 t o  29 December. According t o  
t h i s  account, Lin wanted t o  a r r e s t  t h e  t h r e e  when it be- 
came apparent t h a t  they  would not  support  t h e  new team, 
but  Tao disagreed (having promised them s a f e  conduct) 
and ordered Liao  Ban-sheng t o  s e a l  o f f  t h e  a i r p o r t  while 
he personal ly  e scor ted  t h e  t h r e e  t o  t h e  a i r p o r t  and saw 
them o f f ,  then  going on himself t o  Nanking. Although 
t h i s  r e p o r t  was c o n s i s t e n t  with c e r t a i n  o t h e r  informa- 
tion--e ,g. pos te r  a t t a c k s  on Liao Han-sheng l a t e r ,  and 
repor ted  pos te r  a s s e r t  ions  t h a t  an t  i-Mao f o r c e s  i n  Nan- 
king i n  some way represented  Tao Chu--this information 
was i n  t h e  pub l i c  domain a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  r e p o r t  was ac- 
quired,  and it appeared t o  be a f a b r i c a t i o n .  It seemed 
inheren t ly  i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  Tao Chu--who had been i n  some de- 
gree  of t r o u b l e  f o r  a month, a f t e r  being pub l i c ly  snubbed 
by Mme. Mao--would have de f i ed  Lin Piao, t h e  second- 
ranking p a r t y  l eader ,  o r  would go t o  Nanking t o  organize 
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Peking and then r e t u r n  t o  Peking t o  watch 
t h e  show. The o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  a t t r i b u t e d  to  Tao i n  t h i s  
period--trying t o  i n g r a t i a t e  himself with other leaders-- 
is c red ib le ,  bu t  e f f o r t s  of t h i s  kind apparent ly d id  not  
he lp  him; wi th in  a week o r  s o  of h i s  29 December appear- 
ance, he was repor ted ly  being paraded through t h e  s t r e e t s  
of Peking, and, while t h i s  was not confirmed, he  was ob- 
v ious ly  i n  d i sg race  by e a r l y  January. 



F i n a l l y ,  on 31 December Peking r a d i o  announced t h a t  
i n  1967 t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  would be c a r r i e d  out  "on 
a l a r g e  sca le"  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  as  w e l l  as i n  f a c t o r i e s .  
This  t o o  made pub1-e e s s e n t i a l s  of a p a r t y  direct ive--  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  15 December--reported i n  wall-posters ,  I t  
was s t a t l y  f l a t l y  i n  t h e  broadcast e d i t o r i a l  t h a t  any 
argument aga ins t  t h i s  course w a s  t t incorrect . t*  Young . . 
w i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and studentsM--presumably inc luding t h e  
Red Guards--were e x p l i c i t l y  encouraged t o  go t o  t h e  country- 
side--as t o  t h e  fac to r i e s - - to  ''merge themselves" wi th  
t h e  peasants ,  a course which had a l s o  been previous ly  for -  
bidden. The d i r e c t i v e  as repor ted  on p o s t e r s  s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  revo lu t ion  i n  t h e  countryside would be d i r e c t e d  "mainlyw 
a t  a "handfulw of party o f f i c i a l s  and unreformed land- 
owners, r i c h  peasants ,  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  and r i g h t i s t s ,  and 
would be c a r r i e d  ou t  by e l e c t e d  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  
groups composed of poor and lower-middle peasants .  More- 
over ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  a s  repor ted  c a l l e d  express ly  f o r  t h e  . . 
organiza t ion  and development of Red Guards composed of 
these c l a s s e s  of t h e  peasantry. 

This  d i r e c t i v e  was revealed--presumably del iber-  
ately-at  t h e  beginning of t h e  s l a c k  season, s o  t h a t  it 
would not have t h e  same immediately s e r i o u s  e f f e c t s  t h e r e  
a s  would be produced i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  by t h e  equivalent  
d i r e c t i v e  revealed  on 26 December, Nevertheless,  i f  t h e  
new team p e r s i s t e d  i n  its in ten t ion ,  eventual  d i s rup t ion  
and a dec l ine  i n  production could be expected t o  appear 
i n  the  r u r a l  a reas  as w e l l .  

During December, i n  sum, Mao and h i s  new team used 
t h e  Red Guards t o  pub l i c ly  humil ia te  Peng Chen and t h e .  
t h r e e  o t h e r s  of t h e  first group, along wi th  some l e s s e r  
f i g u r e s ,  and t o  r e t u r n  Peng Te-huai f o r  f u r t h e r  ac t ion;  
members of t h e  new team themselves p u b l i c l y  denounced, 
f o r  t h e  first time by l eaders ,  Liu Shao-chi and Teng 
Hsiao-ping, while dec l in ing  t o  allow them t o  be put on 
d i sp lay  a t  r a l l i e s ;  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  were s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a r -  
ge ted  f o r  Red Guard attacks--so f a r  a s  is known, f o r  the 
first t i m e ;  t h e  now team marked f o r  d i sca rd  one of its 
own members, Tao Chu; p a r t y  l eaders  again condemned 
vio lence  aga ins t ,  by, and among the  Red Guards, while 
g iv ing  f u r t h e r  encouragement t o  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  elements 



and c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  merger of Red Guard u n i t s  (under t h e  
presumed domination of t h e  m i l  it an t s )  ; Mme . Mao revealed 
t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  Ministry of Pub l i c  Secur i ty  o r  t h e  muni- 
c i p a l  Pub l i c  S e c u r i t y  Bureau i n  Peking w o u l d  be subordinated 
t o  t h e  PLA; t h e  new team r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  r i t u a l  by which 
an e r r i n g  o f f i c i a l  must seek forgiveness  (self-abasement, 
re ins ta tement  of those  in ju red ,  c o r r e c t i o n  of t h e  record) ,  
while sugges t ing  t h a t  many o f f i c i a l s  were re fus ing  t o  
perform t h i s  r i t u a l ;  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  issued d i r e c t i v e s  
t u r n i n g  t h e  Red Guards and o t h e r  wrevolut ionaryw groups 
loose  on t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and t h e  countrys ide ,  obviously 
accept ing  a r i s k  of l a rge - sca le  r e s i s t a n c e ;  and a group 
of m i l  it a ry  l e a d e r s  apparent ly f e l l  from favor ,  poss ib ly  
on t h e  i s s u e  of use of t h e  PLA aga ins t  opponents of t h e  
new team.. With respec t  t o  a c t i o n  aga ins t  its opponents, 
t h e  new team had moved some d i s t a n c e  from t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
it had been i n  a s  e a r l y  a s  October and a s  l a t e  a s  l a t e  
November--when its pronouncements had i n  e f f e c t  put t h e  
new team i t s e l f  on t r i a l ,  had obl iged it t o  t ake  some 
f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  i f  it were not t o  seem f r i v o l o u s  o r  im- 
potent ;  but  it was again now i n  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which 
f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  seemed t o  be demanded--action aga ins t  those  
i n  d i s favor  who had refused t o  go through t h e  e l a b o r a t e  
r i t u a l  prescr ibed f o r  them* o r  had been found irredeem- 
able  anyway--including denunciat ion by name i n  t h e  of f  i- 
c i a 1  p ress ,  t h e  t r i a l  and sentencing of some of those  
i n  custody i n  Peking, and t h e  dislodgement of some un- 
regenera te  l e a d e r s  outs ide  Peking. 

*A wal l -pos ter  observed i n  Peking on 22 January g ives  
a c r e d i b l e  account of a "Chairman Mao Tse-tung's four  
poin t  i n s t r u c t  ionm on j u s t  t h i s  quest  ion  : (1) "everyone 
must bravely  volunteer  t o  meet t h e  masses, conduct self- 
c r i t i c i s m . . . ,  and set  f i r e  t o  himself t o  burn away h i s  
e r ro r s" ;  (2) even i f  he is put  t o  shame by having h i s  
f a c e  pa in ted  and a pointed h a t  put on him, he must c a r r y  
on with h i s  work; (3) only a minor i ty  a r e  irredeemable, 
t h e  o t h e r s  should be "made t o  c o r r e c t  t h e i r  mistakesw 
and allowed t o  "recover"; and (4) p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  should 
f a c e  t h e  masses ' c r i t i c i s m  l*squarelylt and with "dignity,  t t  

a s  "the more t imid  they a re ,  t h e  h igher  t h e  p r i c e  ." 


