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MAOt,S v'CULTURAL REVOLUTION" I N  1967 : THE 
STRUGGLE TO "SEIZE POWER" 

T h i s  I n t e l l i g e n c e  R e p o r t  d e v e l o p s  i n  b r o a d  o u t l i n e  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  " C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n "  i n  Communist Ch ina  
d u r i n g  1967 .  It  is w r i t t e n  f rom t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i ew t h a t  
Mao e i t h e r  i n i t i a t e d  o r  app roved  p o l i c i e s  which  s h i f t e d  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  " C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n "  
d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  and  t h a t  h e  o r d e r e d  t h e  s h a r p  r e v e r s a l  
of p o l i c y  from r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  t o  m o d e r a t i o n  f o l l o w -  
i n g  t h e  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  economic  d i s o r d e r  and v i o l e n c e  o f  
Augus t  . 

Mao was n o t  f o r c e d ,  t h e  p a p e r  a r g u e s ,  t o  r e v e r s e  
h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o l i c y  by  p r e s s u r e  from a  "modera te"  
f a c t i o n ,  n o r  d i d  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  m o d e r a t i o n  wh ich  f o l l o w e d  
h i s  Augus t  d e c i s i o n s  mean t h a t  t h e  " C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n "  
was o v e r ;  r a t h e r ,  i t  was a  p a u s e ,  a  t e m p o r a r y  s h i f t  i n  
e m p h a s i s  f rom r e v o l u t i o n  from below t o  r e v o l u t i o n  f rom 
above .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  n e t  e f f e c t s  o f  e v e n t s  . i n  1967  
were t o  d i m i n i s h  MaoTs  power t o  c o n t r o l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  and  
t o  create m a j o r ,  p r o b a b l y  l o n g  t e r m ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  social  
and  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i s l o c a t i o n s .  

T h i s  is o n e  o f  a series o f  SRS s t a f f  s t u d i e s  b a s e d  
o n  c o n t i n u i n g  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  t h e  C h i n a  s c e n e .  The 
r e s e a r c h  a n a l y s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e '  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  ' t h i s  
r e p o r t  was P h i l i p  Bridgham. 

J o h n  K e r r y  King 
C h i e f ,  DDI S p e c i a l  R e s e a r c h  S t a f f  
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MAO' S  "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" I N  1967 : THE 
STRUGGLE TO "SEIZE POWER" 

Summary 

I n  J a n u a r y  1967, Communist C h i n a ' s  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r -  
i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  e n t e r e d  a  new s tage - -a  s t a g e  of 
v i o l e n t  over th row o f  a l l  t h o s e  i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  
i n  t h e  p a r t y  and government who r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  Mao Tse-  
t u n g ' s  new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  o r d e r .  A s  o r i g i n a l l y  e n v i s a g e d  
by Mao, t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t  of  " s e i z u r e  of  power from 
below" was t o  have  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  new power 
s t r u c t u r e  dominated by  h i s  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t i s t "  s u p p o r t -  
e rs  and modeled a f t e r  t h e  P a r i s  Commune. As t h e  u l t i m a t e  
e x p r e s s i o n  of Mae's "mass-l ine" approach t o  p o l i t i c s ,  t h i s  
u n d e r t a k i n g  t o  r e l y  on t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses" t o  c r e a t e  
a  v i a b l e  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  a  " b u r e a u c r a t i c "  p a r t y  and govern- 
ment a p p a r a t u s  was p r o b a b l y  doomed from t h e  o u t s e t .  

E r u p t i n g  i n  Shangha i  under  t h e  name o f  t h e  " January  
R e v o l u t i o n , "  t h i s  f r e n z i e d  d r i v e  t o  "seize power" i n i t i a t e d  
a  p e r i o d  of  na t ion-wide  v i o l e n c e  and d i s o r d e r  which r e q u i r e d  
immediate and d r a s t i c  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  
was t h e  d e c i s i o n  of  23 J a n u a r y  o r d e r i n g  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a -  
t i o n  Army t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n w  i n  o r d e r  
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  outnumbered and d i s o r g a n i z e d  f o r c e s  of  t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  The second was a  s h i f t  i n  p o l i c y  
toward p a r t y  c a d r e s ,  emphas iz ing  more humane t r e a t m e n t  
and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t o  make u s e  o f  t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
s k i l l s .  The t h i r d  was a n  e f f o r t  t o  overcome t h e  pronounced 
t endency  toward "anarchism" which had c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  
" January  R e v o l u t i o n , "  an  e f f o r t  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  and r e c t i f y  
t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was t a k e n  t o  j e t t i s o n  t h e  
Shanghai  example i n  f a v o r  o f  a  new model f o r  e m u l a t i o n  



i n  t h e  " s e i z e  powerPP movement th roughou t  China-- tha t  pro- 
v ided by t h e  " f o r m a t i o n  of  a  three-way a l l i a n c e  t o  s e i z e  
powerv i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  of He i lungk iang .  Whereas t h e  
' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s w  had p layed  t h e  dominant  r o l e  i n  
Shanghai ,  t h e y  were now t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  power ( i n  f a c t ,  
t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  power) w i t h  two new " a l l i e s , "  
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army and v P r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t y  
c a d r e s .  " 

I The p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  n e x t  phase  o f  
1 t h e  ' P c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 '  e x t e n d i n g  t h r o u g h  March and 
/much of A p r i l  was t h e  r e s u r g e n c e  of t h e  ' 7 r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

. ILefk,"  i n c i t e d  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  c ~ i t i c i z e  and a t t a c k  t h e  op- 
p o s i t i o n  and t h u s  m a i n t a i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  momentum. I n  
Maovs view, t h e  pendulum had swung t o o  f a r  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of o r d e r  and s t a b i l i t y  imposed by t h e  PLA and p a r t y  c a d r e s  
from above and i t  was n e c e s s a r y  once  a g a i n  t o  stress t h e  
r o l e  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses.  S e n i o r  p a r t y  c a d r e s  
i n  c e n t r a l  government o r g a n s  were t h e  first t o  be a t t a c k -  
e d ,  cha rged  w i t h  p e r p e t r a t i n g  " f a l s e  power s e i z u r e s "  i n  
o r d e r  t o  r e i n s t a t e  a l l  o r  most of  t h e  o l d  o f f i c i a l s  and 
sys tems  of  c o n t r o l .  

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  ' v f a l s e  power s e i z u r e s "  had 
a l s o  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  C h i n a ' s  p r o v i n c e s  
cons  t i  t u  t e d  a s e r i o u s  i n d i c t m e n t  o f  t h e  Army' s perform- 
ance  s i n c e  o r d e r e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  ' v c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i ~ n . ' ~  I n  view of t h i s ,  poor  pe r fo rmance ,  a  6 A p r i l  M i l i -  
t a p y  A f f a i r s  Committee d i r e c t i v e  (of c r u c i a l  impor tance  
i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  ' ' c u l t u r a l  
r evo lu t ion1 '  th roughou t  1967) s t r i p p e d  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  com- 
nanders  of a l l  r e a l  a u t h o r i t y  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  "revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  ,lt f o r b i d d i n g  them t o  open $ i r e  on "mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  " t o  l a b e l  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  " c o u n t e r -  
P e v o l u t i o n a r y , "  t o  make mass arrests ,  o r  i n  g e n e r a l  t o  
" t a k e  any i m p o r t a n t  a c t i o n f 9  towards  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
wi thou t  f i r s t  r e c e i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Pek ing .  F o r  
t h e i r  p a r t ,  t h e  " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  were  a l s o  
~ n j o i n e d  n o t  t o  u s e  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  Army, warned t h a t  
'under  no c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s h o u l d  t h e  s p e a r h e a d  of  s t r u g g l e  
b e  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army," 



The main c h a r a c t e r  i s t i c  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
i n  t h e  months  which  f o l l o w e d  was i n c r e a s e d  an tagon l sm and 
h o s t i l i t y  be tween t h e  Army and t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  
" R e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s t t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and 
m a j o r  c i t i e s  l a u n c h e d  b i t t e r  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  l o c a l  m i l i -  
t a r y  c o n t r o l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  b o t h  f o r  h a v i n g  s u p p r e s s e d  them 
i n  t h e  p a s t  and  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  s u p p o r t  them i n  t h e  p r e s e n t .  
Loca l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  commands c o n t  i n u e d  t o  e x p e r  l e n c e  
g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  as L i n  P i a o  had a d m i t t e d  ear l ier  i n  a 
30 March s p e e c h ,  i n  " f i n d i n g  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
L e f t  and R i g h t "  i n  t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t i m e t a b l e  f o r  " s e i z u r e  o f  power" 
i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  h a d ,  as a d m i t t e d  by a regime spokesman 
o n  5 May, " to  be p o s t p o n e d  f o r  some t i m e . "  

S i n c e  Mao l s  d i r e c t i v e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  development  
o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  were by d e f i n i t i o n  c o r r e c t ,  
t h e  f a i l u r e  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  p r o c e e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
p l a n  c o u l d  o n l y  r e s u l t  f rom f a u l t y  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
d i r e c t i v e s .  Given  t h e  p r e m i s e  of M a o f s  i n f a l l i b i l i t y ,  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i s s u e  o v e r  which d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n  
would a r i s e  w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  mid-1967 
was whe the r  t o  a s s i g n  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  
a d v e r s e  development  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army ( i ts  
f a i l u r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  and  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  
" L e f t i s t s " )  o r  t o  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  (its r e f u s a l  
t o  u n i t e  and  o b s e r v e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  as mani- 
f e s t e d  i n  c o n t i n u i n g  f ' f a c t i o n a l i s m "  and "anarchism'!): 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of what  h a s  come t o  be known a s  
t h e  "Wuhan I n c i d e n t "  ( i n  e s s e n c e ,  a n  act of  i n s u b o r d i n a -  
t i o n  by l e a d e r s  of  t h e  Wuhan M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n  Command) 
is t h a t  it  a f f o r d e d  e x t r e m i s t  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s h i p  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to f o c u s  o n c e  a g a i n  on t h e  
"mis t akes"  of  t h e  PLA as t h e  p r i m a r y  c a u s e  of f a i l u r e s  
and s e t b a c k s  i n  M a o v s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  One example 
o f  what  m i g h t  be c a l l e d  t h e  o v e r - r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s h i p  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  was t h e  d e c i s i o n  i n  e a r l y  
August  t o  arm s e l e c t e d  Red Guard and " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" 
u n i t s .  When combined w i t h  Madame M a o t s  ea r l i e r  c a l l  t o  
Red Guards " t o  t a k e  u p  arms" uiider t h e  s l o g a n  " a t t a c k  by 
r e a s o n ,  d e f e n d  by f o r c e , "  t h e  s t a g e  was se t  f o r  a  new form 
o f  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l l i o n "  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  a s e c o n d  



I t ' s e i z u r e  o f  power , "  t h i s  time f rom t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders 
a n d  newly ' e s t a b l i s h e d  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commi t t ee s"  i n  a num- 
/ b e r  of p r o v i n c e s .  Mao l s  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  was a b o u t  
/ t o  e n t e r  a n  l s u l t r a - L e f t i s t "  p h a s e ,  as  i t  would be c a l l e d  
when t h e  v i o l e n c e  and  a n a r c h y  it u n l e a s h e d  would neces -  
s i t a t e  a h a s t y  r e t r e a t .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s h a r p  t u r n  t o  t h e  l e f t  were 
n e a r l y  c a t a s t r o p h i c .  I n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  a r e i g n  o f  ter- 
ror d i r e c t e d  a t  f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s  was i n s t i t u t e d  i n  Pek- 
i n g ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  r a n s a c k i n g  and  b u r n i n g  o f  t h e  
B r i t i s h  Chance ry .  More a l a r m i n g  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  
P e k i n g  was t h e  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t ,  a t  a t i m e  o f  moun t ing  
v i o l e n c e  and  economic  d i s o r d e r ,  l f f a c t i o n a l i s m l f  had  s p r e a d  
f rom t h e  Red Guards  and  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s "  i n t o  t h e  
Army. T h e r e  was no  c h o i c e  i n  l a t e  August  b u t  to  a p p l y  
t h e  b r a k e s ,  p u l l  b a c k ,  assess t h e  damage, and  i n i t i a t e  
a  t r e n d  to i a rd  m o d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n ~ ~  
which w o u l d ' l a s t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  1967.  

The u n f o l d i n g  o f  Mao1 s " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  had 
b r o u g h t  Ch ina  b y  t h e  end  of  August t o  t h e  b r i n k  of a n a r c h y ,  
f e a t u r i n g  p i t c h e d  b a t t l e s  by h e a v i l y  armed f a c t i o n s  i n  
n e a r l y  a l l  o f  C h i n a ' s  p r o v i n c e s .  R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  g r a v i t y  
o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  Maols  new l e a d e r s h i p  team i n  P e k i n g  would 
s e e k  t o  a c h i e v e  two s e p a r a t e  b u t  r e l a t e d  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  mon ths  of  1967: (1) t o  c a r r y  o u t  a series 
of m e a s u r e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e s t o r e  minimum l e v e l s  o f  p u b l i c  
o r d e r  and  p r o d u c t i o n ;  and  (2) t o  d i s s o c i a t e  Mao a n d  h i s  
l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  f rom r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  v i o l e n c e  . - 
and l a w l e s s n e s s  endemic  i n  C h i n a  by f i n d i n g  new s c a p e -  
g o a t s .  The g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  crisis was s u c h  t h a t  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  time i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  s a c r i f i c e  a number o f  pro-  
minent  members o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group,  h o l d i n g  
them, r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p o l i c i e s  t h e y  were a d m i n i s t e r i n g ,  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  " n a t i o n - w i d e  d i s t u r b a n c e "  i n  Ch ina .  

T h i s  s h a r p  r e v e r s a l  o f  p o l i c y  was e x p l a i n e d  i n  a 
series o f  "supreme i n s t r u c t  i ons"  i s s u e d  by  Mao Tse-  t u n g  
d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of  a n  e x t e n d e d  t o u r  i n  Sep tember  t h r o u g h  I I 
North ,  C e n t r a l - S o u t h  and  E a s t  China .  P e r h a p s  t h e  most  
i m p o r t a n t  of  t h e s e   instruction^^^ was t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  I 

~ f  s e t t i n g  u p  a new g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  ( t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o - n a r y  I 

- i v -  



committees1 ' )  i n  a l l  t h e  29 p r o v i n c e s  and m a j o r  c i t i e s  o f  
Ch ina  b e  s p e e d e d  u p  and comple ted  by  t h e  end  o f  J a n u a r y  
1968. To meet t h i s  d e a d l i n e ,  i t  was n o  l o n g e r  p o s s i b l e  
t o  r e l y  o n  t h e  l o n g j  drawn-out ,  cumbrous and  g e n e r a l l y  un- 
s u c c e s s f u l  method o'f l l s e i z u r e  of  power1* from below. In-  
s t e a d ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  impose s o l u t i o n s  from above ,  
hammering o u t  a g r e e m e n t s  i n  P e k i n g  o n  t h e  basis of  Maols  
d i r e c t i v e  " t o  s o l v e  t h e  p rob lems  o f  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s  o n e  
by one .  l1 

A l though  t h e  t r e n d  toward  m o d e r a t i o n  i n i t i a t e d  i n  
l a t e  August  c o n t i n u e d ,  two majo r  components  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  
t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  had r u n  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t y  by  t h e  end  o f  
t h e  y e a r .  F i r s t ,  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  from below 
by l l e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s  on  t h e  
b a s i s  of  t r a d e ,  p r o f e s s i o n ,  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  class i n  schoo l11  
was f o u n d e r i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e f u s a l  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  i n  many a r e a s  t o  comply v o l u n t a r i l y  
w i t h  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e .  The u n d e r t a k i n g  t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  
f rom above  by s p e e d i n g  u p  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a new govern-  
ment s t r u c t u r e  had a l s o  f a l l e n  f a r  s h o r t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
g o a l .  The p r i n c i p a l  r e a s o n  t h i s  program had n o t  pro-  
g r e s s e d  f a s t e r  was Maofs  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t t 1  be h e a r d  i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i n g  
p r o c e s s  and r e c e i v e  g e n u i n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  new 
o r g a n s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  power. 

Given t h e s e  s e t b a c k s  and  f a i l u r e s ,  i t  was a f a i r  
q u e s t i o n  t o  a s k  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  1967  w h e t h e r  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  was coming t o  a n  end .  The answer  t o  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n ,  however,  depends  upon t h e  answer  t o  a n o t h e r ,  
more basic q u e s t i o n :  whe the r  Mao Tse- tung still d o m i n a t e s  
t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y ,  government  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  
Pek ing .  The r e c o r d  o f  deve lopmen t s  i n  t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o -  
l u t i o n t 1  i n  1967 d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  i t  is b e l i e v e d ,  t h a t  Mao 
rema ined  i n  c h a r g e  t h r o u g h o u t ,  i n i t i a t i n g  o r  a t  l e a s t  
a p p r o v i n g  a l l  c h a n g e s  i n  p o l i c y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  sudden re- 
t r e a t  toward  m o d e r a t i o n  i n  l a t e  August f o r c e d  by  o b j e c t i v e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  These  c i r c u m s t a n c e s - - p r i n c i p a l l y  a damaged 
economy, a d i s t u r b e d  Army, a f r a g m e n t e d  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
L e f t , "  a breakdown o f  p a r t y  and government  m a c h i n e r y ,  and  
t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  t h r e a t  o f  ana rchy- - fo rced  Mao t o  c a l l  a 
h a l t  to  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e ,  mass p h a s e  o f  h i s  l l c u l t u r a l  



I r e v o l u t i o n "  and p r e s s  ahead w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a 
new l t r evo lu  t i o n a r y u  government and p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  

T h i s  s h i f t  i n  s t r a t e g y  s h o u l d  n o t  be c o n s t r u e d ,  
a s  a  change i n  b a s i c  g o a l s .  I n  t h e  e y e s  o f  Mao, 

t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n v - - a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e x p r e s s i o n  
of h i s  v i e w s  on t h e  n a t u r e  of man and s o c i e t y - - c a n  never  
end.  A s  l o n g  a s  Mao Tse- tung c o n t i n u e s  t o  dominate  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  i n  P e k i n g ,  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n w  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  Communist China .  



MAO1 S  "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" I N  1967:  THE 

STRUGGLE TO "SEIZE POWER" 

"The aim o f  e v e r y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  i n  
t h e  w o r l d  is t h e  s e i z u r e  a n d  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  
of  p o l i t i c a l  power. l1 --Ma0 Tse-  t u n g  

I n  J a n u a r y  1967 ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r -  
i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  e n t e r e d  a  new st4g)e--a s t a g e  of 
v i o l e n t  o v e r t h r o w  o f  a l l  t h o s e  i n  p o s i t  i o n s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  
i n  t h e  p a r t y  a n d  government  who r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  Mao Tse-  
t u n g l s  new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  o r d e r .  E r u p t i n g  i n  S h a n g h a i  
u n d e r  t h e  name o f  t h e  " J a n u a r y  RevoTu t ion , "  t h i s  f r e n z i e d  
d r i v e  t o  "seize power" i n i t i a t e d  a  p e r i o d  o f  n a t i o n - w i d e  
v i o l e n c e  and d i s o r d e r  wh ich  p e r s i s t s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  day. 

A l though  i m p l i c i t  i n  what had gone  b e f o r e ,  t h e  
s t r i d e n t  c a l l  t o  l1 seize powerw s u d d e n l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  
l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  f rom a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e f o r m  t h e  e x i s t -  
i n g  s t r u c t u r e  o f  power i n t o  a n  a l l - o u t  a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  power s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f .  A s  o r i g i n a l l y  e n v i s a g e d  by 
Mao Tse - tung ,  t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t  o f  " s e i z u r e  of  power 
from bdl\pww was t o  have  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a  new 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  power s t r u c t u r e  domina ted  by  h i s  " r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  L e f t i s t f 1  s u p p o r t e r s  and  modeled  a f t e r  t h e  P a r i s  
Commune. A s  t h e  u l  t iJia t e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  Mao s l lmass- l  ine l f  
a p p r o a c h  t o  p o l i t i ~ s , " ~ t h i s  u n d b r t a k i n g  t o  r e l y  on t h e  
l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses"  t o  c r e a t e  a  v i a b l e  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  
a " b u r e a u c r a t i c "  p a r t y  and  government  a p p a r a t u s  was  prob-  
a b l y  doomed from t h e  o u t s e t .  

F a c t i o n a l i s m ,  more t h a n  any  o t h e r  s i n g l e  f a c t o r ,  
would undermine  Mao's  g r a n d  d e s i g n  t o  m o b i l i z e  t h e  f o r c e s  
o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Le f t1 '  t o  "seize powertt  f rom h i s '  
enemies  i n  1967.  E x p l a i n i n g  l a t e  i n  t h e  y e a r  why th$p 
movement had f a i l e d ,  P r e m i e r  Chou E n - l a i  would p o i n t "  t o  



a l t e r n a t i n g  ' q s e i z u r e s l l  and l q c o u n t e r - s e i z u r e s l l  o f  power by 
c o n t e n d i n g  l l f a c t i o n s l l  a s  h a v i n g  produced a  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
wh ich  " s e i z u r e  o f  power became s u r r e n d e r  o f  power and 
power c o u l d  n o t  b e  r e t a i n e d .  l' Because  o f  " f a c t i o n a l i s m "  
i n  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  ' P r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t " ,  i t  had b e e n  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e  power l l s e i z e d l '  t o  m i l i t a r y  
c o n t r o l  commi t t ees  set up i n  n e a r l y  a l l  p r o v i n c e s  and 
major c i t i e s  by t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army. 

Al though n o t  men t ioned  by  Chou, a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  
p r o d u c t  o f  Maols  c a l l  t o  "seize power1* from below would 
b e  t o  i n c u l c a t e  con tempt  among Red Guards and " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  r e b e l s "  f o r  a u t h o r i t y  of  a n y  k i n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  new l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  even  
t h a t  o f  . t h e  P a r t y  C e n t e r .  The n e t  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
t o  lqseize powerT1 i n  1967  would b e  t o  d i m i n i s h ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  i n c r e a s e ,  Maols  power t o  c o n t r o l  deve lopmen t s  i n  
Communist Ch ina .  

The " J a n u a r y  R e v o l u t i o n "  

"The c e n t r a l  t a s k  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r -  
i a n  c u l t u r a l ~ r e v o l u t i o n ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  
is t h e  s t r u g g l e  by wh ich  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
seizes power f rom t h e  h a n d f u l  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h -  
i n  t h e  p a r t y  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road . "  
--Commentator ArticPe i n  - Red F l a g ,  l l F o l e t a r -  
i a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  U n i t e ,  l1 m a n u a r y  1967.  

Al though t h e  8 August 1 9 6 6  C e n t r a l  Committee d e c i -  
s i o n  o n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  had p r e d i c t e d  " r e l a t i v e l y  
g r e a t  r e s i s t a n o e l f  once  t h e  Red Guards  were t u r n e d  l o o s e  
o n  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  e x t e n t  and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h i s  oppos i -  
t i o n  was c l e a r l y  beyond e x p e c t a t i o n .  The n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  



" o p p o s i t i o n " *  was a n a l y z e d  and e x p l a i n e d  by Chen P o - t a  
(Head of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Commit tee)  a t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t y  work c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  
i n  P e k i n g  i n  October. The p r i n c i p a l  o p p o s i t i o n ,  a c c o r d -  
i n g  t o  Chen, had come f rom p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i e s  
who, " a f r a i d  o f  l o s i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  and  p r e s t i g e  ..., 
i n s t i g a t e d  w o r k e r s  and  p e a s a n t s  to  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
s t u d e n t s . "  

The  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  a n d .  government  a p p a r a t u s  had 
been  able t o  r e p u l s e  t h e  first a t t a c k  by Red Guards  i n  
Augus t  and  September  by m o b i l i z i n g  w o r k e r s  and  p e a s a n t s  
i n  t h e i r  d e f e n s e .  To p r e v e n t  t h i s  f rom h a p p e n i n g  a g a i n ,  
i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  M a o i s t s  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  and  t a k e  
o v e r  t h e s e  o p p o s i t i o n  s t r o n g h o l d s .  T h i s  campaign began  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  O c t o b e r  work c o n f e r e n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebelw o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  
i n d u s t r i a l  and m i n i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  p a r t y  and gove rn -  
ment o r g a n s ,  and ,  t o  a lesser e x t e n t ,  among t h e  p e a s a n t r y .  
The e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n t o  t h e  govern-  

~ a i g h t  and  t h e  economy would e n g e n d e r  i n c r e a s i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  
w h i c h ,  i n  t u r n ,  would l e a d  t o  a  f i n a l  t e s t  o f  s t r e n g t h  
when Mao would e x h o r t  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  t o  "seize power" i n  
a l l  t h o s e  p a r t y ,  government  and  economic o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
wh ich  c o n t i n u e d  t o  resist. 

I f  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  
November and December t o  c o v e r  i n d u s t r y  and  t h e  c o u n t r y -  
sit3,e was i n t e n d e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  Maol s c o n t r o l  
o v e r  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  t h e r e  was a  p a r a l l e l  e s c a l a t i o n  a n d  

*The term " o p p o s i t i o n "  is a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  o n e ,  s i n c e  
i t  s u g g e s t s  c o n s c i o u s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  M a o f s  d i r e c t i v e s  con-  
c e r n i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  '' Much o f  t h e  "oppos i -  
t i o n " ,  however,  h a s  cpme from t h o s e  who c o n s i d e r  them- 
s e l v e s  l o y a l  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  Mao b u t  who e i t h e r  have  m i s -  
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  vague  and c o n t r a d i c t o r y  g u i d e l i n e s  l a i d  
down t o  gove rn  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  o r  have  a c t e d  
i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e .  



e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  encompass ing 
t h e  p a r t y ,  government and m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s  i n  
Pek ing .  I n  a  major  s p e e c h  t o  a  Red Guard r a l l y  on 18 
December, Chiang Ching (Deputy Head o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo- 
l u t i o n  Group and ,  o f  g r e a t e r  impor tance ,  Mao T s e - t u n g l s  
w i f e )  c h a r g e d  t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  bureau  
had been  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e c e n t  b loody  c l a s h e s  
i n  Pek ing .  D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  b u r e a u ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  Sypreme 
P e o p l e 1  s P r o c u r a t o r a t e  and t h e  Supreme P e o p l e  s C o u r t ,  
as i n  n a t u r e ,  s h e  t h e n  c a l l e d  upon t h e  Red 
Guards i n  h e r  a u d i e n c e  t o  ? ' r ise u p  i n  r e b e l l i o n 1 '  and l V t a k e  
oveP1  t h e s e  government o r g a n s .  The movement t o  l l s e i z e  
powerl1 from below by c a l l i n g  upon t h e  " r e v o P u t i o n a r y  L e f t ' '  
t o  t a k e  o v e r  government and p a r t y  o r g a n s  had begun. 

On 26 December, a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  newly-organized 
? A l l  China  Red Workers G e n e r a l  R e b e l l i o n  Corps , "  Madame 
Mao ( t o g e t h s r  w i t h  Chen P o - t a )  endorsed  t h e  r e c e n t  llsei- 
zureV1 o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  Labor by t h i s  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
r e b e l v 1  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i ts i n t e n t i o n  t o  t a k e  
o v e r  t h e  All-China F e d e r a t i o n  of W a d e  Unions.  With  t h i s  
c a l l  t o  t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Lef t1 '  t o  seize c o n t r o l  of China1 s 
l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  s t a g e  was set  f o r  t h e  o u t b r e a k  
i n  Shangha i  o f  what  h a s  come t o  be known a s  t h e  " January  
R e v ~ l u t i o n ~ ~ - - t h e  Maois t  d r i v e  t o  " s e i z e  powerT1 i n  t h e  
p a r t y  and government a p p a r a t u s  on a  na.tion-wide s c a l e .  

The " January  Revo lu t ion"  i n  Shangha i  r e s u l t e d  i n  
a P y r r h i c  v i c t o r y .  I n s t e a d  o f  winn ing  o v e r  S h a n g h a i ' s  
m i l l i o n - o d d  w o r k e r s ,  it a n t a g o n i z e d  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n .  
o f  them, p r e c i p i t a t i n g  a  l a r g e - s c a l e  s t r i k e  which f o r  a  
t i m e  c r i p p l e d  t h e  economy o f  Shanghai .  T h i s  i n  t u r n  re-. o 
s u l t e d  i n  t h e  comple te  p a r a l y s i s  and breakdown of  l o c a l  
government and n e c e s s i t a t e d  a  p remature ,  d i s o r d e r l y  "sei- 
z u r e  of power1' i n  Shangha i  f o r  which Maol s l l r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  rebelst1 were i l l - p r e p a r e d ,  

I t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o i u n d e r s t a n d  f h e  n a t u r e , o f  t h e  
g e n e r a t e d  i n  Shanghai  a t  t h i s  t i m e  f o r  it 

was t o  be d u p l i c a t e d  i n  n e a r l y '  a l l  major  c i t i e s  and pro-  
v i n c e s ,  becoming so v i d e s p r e a d  and t e n a c i o u s  t h a t  t h e  
"seize powertt  movement i n  China  would soon  g r i n d  t o  a  
h a l t .  Although d e p i c t e d  i n  e v e r y  c a s e  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  



of " b a s e  and  s i n i s t e r  t r i c k s "  p l a y e d  by t h e  " h a n d f u l w  of 
Mao l s  e n e m i e s ,  t h e  a c t i o n s  of  t h e  " o p p o s i t i o n 1 '  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  w e r e - i n  mos t  c a s e s  t a k e n  by o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  g r o u p s  
who c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be l o y a l  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  Mao 
and  t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ~  T h i s  was  t r u e  e v e n  o f  
t h e  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  l a t e  December by  Shang- 
h a i ' s  r a i l r o a d ,  h a r b o r  and p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  w o r k e r s ,  a  s t r i k e  
m o t i v a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  by p o l i t i c a l  g r i e v a n c e s  d i r e c t e d  n o t  
a t  Mao b u t  a t  t h e  v i o l e n c e  and  r a d i c a l i s m  o f  young " r evo-  
l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l 1 '  w o r k e r s  i n  t h a t  c i t y .  

O t h e r  s t r i k e s  i n  S h a n g h a i  and  e l s e w h e r e  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  were m o t i v a t e d  b y  economic g r i e v a n c e s .  B u t  i n s t e a d  
of b e i n g  provoked by  " r e a c t i o n a r y  e l e m e n t s "  ( a s  a l l e g e d  
i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  12  J a n u a r y  Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l ,  "Oppose -- 
Economism a n d  Smash t h e  L a t e s t  C o u n t e r a t t a c k  by  t h e  Bour- 
g e o i s  R e a c t i o n a r y  L i n e " ) ,  t h e s e  s t r i k e s  were t h e  d i r e c t  
r e s u l t  o f  e x h o r t a t i o n s  by  Madame Mao ( i n  t h e  26 December 
s p e e c h  n o t e d  above )  t o  large numbers o f  c o n t r a c t  w o r k e r s ,  
t empora ry  w o r k e r s ,  and  a p p r e n t i c e  w o r k e r s  t o  r i s e  u p  
a g a i n s t  t h e  l l p o l i t i c a l  o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  economic  e x p l o i t a -  
t i o n "  t o  which  t h e y  had b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  by  L i u  Shao-ch i  
and  Teng Hs iao -p ing  and  a l l  o t h e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  f o i s t -  
i n g  t h e s e  r e v i s i o n i s t ,  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m s  o n  C h i n a ' s  work- 
i n g  c lass .  A s  Madame Mao p u t  i t ,  t h e s e  " c o n t r a c t  and  
t e m p o r a r y  w o r k e r s  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  t h e  m o s t . . . a n d  t h e r e f o r e  
t h e i r  s p i r i t  o f  r e v o l t  is t h e  g r e a t e s t . "  B u t  when t h e y  
r o s e  i n  r e v o l t ,  demanding a n  end  t o  t h e  low-wage p o l i c y  
which  was a  common f e a t u r e  of a l l  t h e s e  s y s t e m s ,  t h e y  were 
t h e n  t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  had been  " d e c e i v e d w  and "hoodwinked" 
i n t o  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  " e v i l  r o a d  of  economism" and were "pur-  
s u i n g  o n l y  p e r s o n a l  and  s h o r t - t e r m  i n t e r e s t s . "  

Another  fo rm of "economism" ( d e f i n e d  a s  " t h e  con- 
s p i r a c y  of  u s i n g  t h e  ' s u g a r - c o a t e d  b u l l e t s 1  o f  economic  
b e n e f i t s .  . . t o  c o r r u p t  t h e  masses  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w i l l l 1 )  a t  
t h i s  time i n  S h a n g h a i  and  e l s e w h e r e  was t h e  payment o f  
year -end  bonuses  and  o f  t r a v 6 l  a l l o w a n c e s  t o  e n a b l e  l a r g e  
numbers o f  l ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  workers"  t o  go t o  P e k i n g  t o  
e n g a g e  i n  t h e  " l a r g e - s c a l e  exchange  o f  r e t r o l u t i o n a r y  
e x p e r i e n c e , "  a s  t h e  s t u d e n t  Red Guards  had done  b e f o r e  ' 
them. The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  u n e x p e c t e d  deve lopmen t  
must  a l s o  b e  b o r n e  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  b y a : t h e  M a o i s t s  t h e m s e l v e s .  



On t h e  one  hand, p a r t y  and government c a d r e s  i n  t h e  indus-  
t r i a l  ( a l s o  a g r i c u l t u r a l )  s e c t o r  were accused  of  " e x p l o i t -  
ing" and s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  workers .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  
w o r k e r s  were i n v i t e d  t o  rise up i n  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  
r e v i s i o n i s t ,  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m s  of " e x p l o i t a t i o n "  and,  . 

i f  need b e ,  t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s  t o  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
Having e f f e c t i v e l y  undermined t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  
c a d r e s  (who q u i c k l y  succombed t o  worker demands for  t r a v e l  
f u n d s  and economic b e n e f i t s ) ,  t h e  M a o i s t s  t h e n  accused  
them ( i n  t h e  words o f  Chou E n - l a i )  of  engag ing  i n  a  " b i g  

P l o t  t o  p a s s  t h e  burden  of a l l  k i n d s  of c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
i . e ,  problems]  up  t o  u s . "  

The M a o i s t s  were c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a  number o f  s e r $ o u s  
problems a s  t h e y  t o o k  s t o c k  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
i n  mid-January 1967.  F i r s t ,  more t h a n  a  m i l l i o n  workers  
had descended on  P e k i n g  t o  p r o t e s t  t h e i r  " e x p l o i t a t i o n "  
by l o c a l  p a r t y  and government c a d r e s .  Next ,  t h e r e  were 
r e p o r t s  of  w i d e s p r e a d  d i s o r d e r  and b loody  c l a s h e s  i n  a  
number o f  c i t i e s  and p r o v i n c e s  where " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s "  
were r i s i n g  up t o  "seize power" i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  Maots c a l l  
t o  e m u l a t e  t h e  example of Shanghai .  Also ,  t h e  p r e l i m i n -  
a r y  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  Itnew s t a g e "  o f  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  i n t o  f a c t o r i e s  and mines were a t  hand,  r e s u l t s  
which showed t h a t  b o t h  r e v o l u t i o n  and p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r  had been a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by s e n d i n g  
i n  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s "  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n s .  

F i n a l l y ,  r e p o r t s  on t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  "seize 
power" movement i n  Shangha i  r e v e a l e d  growing c h a o s  f o l l o w -  
i n g  t h e  breakdown of  p a r t y  and government c o n t r o l s  i n  t h a t  
c i t y .  What had been h a i l e d  j u s t  a  few d a y s  p r e v i o u s l y  a s  
a " b r i l l i a n t  example" was now r e p u d i a t e d  a s  a  model f o r  
g e n e r a l  e m u l a t i o n .  Address ing  a  workers  r a l l y  on 1 5  Janu- 
a r y ,  b o t h  Chou E n - l a i  and Chen Po-ta s t r e s s e d  t h a t  "sei- 
z u r e  and c o n t r o l  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  ... a s  h a s  been done i n  Shang- 
h a i "  was "no t  good" and was n o t  t o  be r e p e a t e d  i n  Peking.  
Indeed what  had happened i n  Shanghai  w a s  now d e p i c t e d  a s  
b u t  a n o t h e r  example of " p l o t t i n g "  by t h e  enemy, who wanted 
" t o  wreck t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  and t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  
and t h e r e b y  make u s  a  l a u g h i n g  Stockt t  by "wi thdrawing 
beh ind  t h e  s c e n e s  w h i l e  a l l o w i n g  you t o  p l a c e  a l l  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  under  your  s e i z u r e  and c o n t r o l . "  R a t h e r  t h a n  



t h e  f o r m u l a  o f  " s e i z u r e  and  c o n t r o l , "  Chou and Chen ad- 
v  o c a t e d  t h e  v s u p e r v i s i o n  fo rmula"  a s  "much bet ter  and:$more 
p r a c t i c a l u - - t h a t  is, k e e p i n g  p a r t y : a n d  g o v e r n p e n t  c a d r e s  
o n  t h e  j o b  u n d e r  ' ' s u p e r v i s i o n "  by  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
rebels.  " 

Another  of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t a k i n g  o v e r  
power i n  S h a n g h a i  ( a s  n o t e d  by  Chou i n  a n  18 J a n u a r y  
s p e e c h )  w a s  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w o r k e r s ,  peas-  
a n t s  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s "  t o  a c h i e v e  " u n i t y . "  I n d e e d .  t h e  
f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  t o  a c h i e v e  "great 
u n i t y "  was denounced  i n  a series  o f  s t a t e m e n t s  a t  t h i s  
time, n o t  o n l y  b y  Chou and Chen P o - t a  b u t  a l s o  by Madame 
Mao and even  by  Mao h i m s e l f ,  s t a t e m e n t s  d e c r y i n g  t h e  
phenomena of  " a n a r c h i s m , "  " d e p a r t m e n t a l i s m , "  " s e c t a r i a n -  
i s m , "  " s p l i t t i n g  ," " sma l l -g roup  m e n t a l i t y "  and " u l t r a -  
democracy" wh ich  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  " r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  rebels" g e n e r a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Having  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  t a s k  o f  o v e r t h r o w i n g  t h e  
p a r t y  and  g o v e r n m e n t , c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e  " r e v q l u t i o n -  
a r y  rebels" had f a i l e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  t a s k  o f  e s t a b -  
l i s h i n g  a "new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r d e r .  It 

. . 
E f f o r t s  t o  R e s t o r e  O r d e r  ( E a r l y  1967)  

" O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  Army was n o t  t o  i n t e r v e n e  
i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  . . .  b u t  now t h a t  t h e  
c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  h a s  shappeued ; ,  t h e  Army must 
s u p p o r t  t h e  ' L e f t i s t s  I . . .  kost o l d  c a d r e s  s t i l l  
d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v ~ l u t i o n . ~ ~  
--Ma0 T s e - t u n g ,  Speech  a t  M i l i t a r y  8 A f f a i r s  
Committee Plenum, 20 o r  2 1  J a n u a r y ,  1967.  

1 

The  havoc c r e a t e d  by Mao's " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" 
i n  t h e i r  f r e n z i e d  d r i v e  t o  "seize power" d u r i n g  t h e  "Jan-  
u a r y  R e v o l u t i o n "  r e q u i r e d  immedia te  and  d r a s t i c  c o u n t e r -  
measu res .  The f i r s t  o f ' t h e s e  was t h e  d e c i s i o n  of 23  J a n -  
u a r y  o r d e r i n g  t h e  P e o p l e S  L i b e r a t i o n  Army t o  i n t e r v e n e  
i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  d i r e c t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  o u t -  
numbered and d i s o r g a n i z e d  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  



, e f t . "  The s e c o n d  was a s h i f t  i n  p o l i c y  toward  p a r t y  
: a d r e s ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  more humane t r e a t m e n t  and  r e h a b i l i t a -  
Lion t o  make u s e  o f  t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s k i l l s .  The 
; h i r d  was a n  e f f o r t  t o  overcome t h e  pronounced  t endency  
;oward "anarchism" wh ich  had c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  b e h a v i o r  
) f  t h e  " R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Lef tl? d u r i n g  t h e  l1 J a n u a r y  Revolu-  
; i o n t 1 ,  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e o r g a n i z e ,  r e t r e n c h  and r e c t i f y  t h e  
r anks  of t h e  ' l r e v o l u  t i o n a r y  rebels. l' 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was t a k e n  by  Mao p e r s o n a l l y  
to  j e t t i s o n  t h e  S h a n g h a i  example  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  new model 
f o r  e m u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  "seize powert1 movement t h r o u g h o u t  
Zhina-- that  p r o v i d e d  by  t h e  " f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  th ree-way a l -  
l i a n c e  t o  seize power" i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  H e i l u n g k i a n g .  
Vhereas t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels1' had p l a y e d  t h e  dominant  
: o l e  i n  S h a n g h a i ,  t h e y  were now t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  power ( i n  
fact ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of  t h e i r  power.) w i t h  two new llal- 
Lies,'' t h e  P e o p l e 1  s L i b e r a t i o n  Army 'and  l t r e v o l u t  i o n a r y  
) a r t y  c a d r e s . "  

The new, dominan t  r o l e  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  t h e  govern-  
nent  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Ch ina  would be r e v e a l e d  i n  d i s -  
: u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  "seize powerf1 movement i n  
February .  A l though  a t  first t h e  f i c t i o n  was m a i n t a i n e d  
t h a t  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels1? were l e a d i n g  t h e  way i n  form- 
Lng t h e  new " three-way a l l i a n c e  t o  seize power," (4. g. 
i n  H e i l u n g k i a n g  p r o v i n c e ) ,  t h i s  p r e t e n s e  was d ropped  i n  
% 23 F e b r u a r y  -- Red F l a g  a r t i c l e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  " s e i z u r e  
>f  powert1 i n  S h a n s i  p r o v i n c e .  Here i t  was  made clear 
t h a t  t h e  PLA had t a k e n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t h r o u g h o u t ,  d i c t a t -  
L n g ' i t s  w i l l  and  impos ing  t h e  c a d r e s  i t  had  s e l e c t e d  upon 
t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  I n  t h o s e  
m o v i n c e s  ( t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y )  where  f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  
t h e  "seize power movement1' had bogged down, t h e  PLA was 
i i r e c t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  commiss ions  c h a r g e d  
u i t h  m a i n t a i n i n g  law and o r d e r .  A s  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  
l a t i o n - w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t i l l  i n t a c t ,  t h e  PLA p e r f o r c e  
l a d  t o  s t e p  i n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  now l a r g e l y  d e f u n c t  p a r t y  
and g o v e r n q a n t  c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s .  

F o r  t h e  same r e a s o n ,  t h e  PLA was s o o n  d e e p l y  i n -  
volved i n  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  C h i n a ' s  economy. On 22 F e b r u a r y ,  
t h e  Army was d i r e c t e d  t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  



. ,  

by s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  p e a s a n t s  and r u r a l  
c a d r e s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  s p r i n g  p l a n t i n g .  A month l a t e r  t h e  
' C e n t r a l  Committee d i r e c t e d  w o r k e r s  and c a d r e s  i n  f a c t o r i e s  
and mines  t o  l l coopera te  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  comrades 
from t h e  PLA" who were b e i n g  s e n t  t o  % u p p o r t  t h e i r  work 
i n  i n d u s t r i a l  p roduc t ion . "  The f u r t h e r  d i s c l o s u r e  i n  
March t h a t  PLA p e r s o n n e l  had been s e n t  i n  l a r g e  numbers 
t o  conduc t  m i l i t a r y  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  u n i v h r -  
s i t i e s  and s c h o o l s  showed t h e  e x t e n t  o f  i n f l u e n c e  and ' 

c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  China  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
months of  1967 . 

The problem of f i n d i n g  "new l e a d e r s "  o r  l l r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  l e a d i n g  cadres t1 - - the  second component of  t h e  " t h r e e -  
way al l iance1'--was an a c u t e  o n e ,  d e s c r i b e d  by a  l e a d i n g  
member of  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group (Wang LX) i n  e a r l y  
F e b r u a r y  as " t h e  b i g g e s t  problem now. l1 I n  s u c c e s s i v e  Red 
F l a g  e d i t o r i a l s  o f  3 and 23 F e b r u a r y  d r a f t e d  under the- 
p e r s o n a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  Mao h i m s e l f ,  t h e  problem of  l1 t r e a t -  
i n g  c a d r e s  c o r r e c t l y v 1  r e c e i v e d  p r i o r i t y  a t t e n t i o n .  A s  
emphasized i n  t h e s e  e d i t o r i a l s  and accompanying comment- 
a r y  by reg ime  spokesmen, t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s 1 '  i n  
Shanghai  and elsewhere had gone t o o  f a r ,  "opposing,  ex- 
c l u d i n g  and over th rowing  a l l  c a d r e s  i n d i ~ c r i m i n a t e l y . ~ ~  
I n  t h e  g r a p h i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  by Wang L i ,  " a l l  t h a t  remained 
a f t e r  t h e  ' s e i z u r e  of  power' were some v a c a n t  o f f i c e s  and 
s tamps."  The most s e r i o u s  problem f a c i n g  t h e  M a o i s t s  i n  
t h e  wake of t h e  " January  R e v ~ l u t i o n ~ ~  was t h a t  i t  had suc -  
ceeded t o o  w e l l ,  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  p a r t y  and government con- 
t r o l  a p p a r a t u s  w i t h o u t  p r o v i d i n g  an  e f f e c t i v e  s u b s t i t u t e .  
The end r e s u l t ,  a s  r eg ime  spokesmen emphas ized ,  was 
l l ana rchy l l ,  a  s i t u a t i o n  a g g r a v a t e d  b y  r i v a l r y  and c l a s h e s  
between l l r e v o l u  t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  a c t i n g  ( a s  t h e  
23 February  Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l  p u t  i t )  l i k e  "a h o s t  of -- 
dragons  w i t h o u t  a  l e a d e r .  l1 

To d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  a l a r m i n g  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  r eg ime  
i n s t i t u t e d  what would s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Maols 
"mild c a d r e  p o l i c y ,  l1 R e a f f i r m i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i n e  t a k e n  
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee d e c i s i o n  o f  8 August on t h e  
l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  l1 t h i s  p o l i c y  c a l l e d  f i r s t  of a l l  
f o r  l l c o r r e c t  t r ea tmen t1 '  and l l s u p p o r t l l  o f  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  



I 
F e a d i n g  c a d r e s , "  d e f i n e d  a s  " t h o s e  l e a d i n g  c a d r e s  who f o l -  
l o w  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 
Chairman Mao." The exampla r  o f  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  i n  t h e  pro-  
v i n c e s  was Pan Fu-sheng,  t h e  former p a r t y  first s e c r e t a r y  
I n  H e i l u n g k i a n g  p r o v i n c e  who had s t e p p e d  f o r w a r d  t o  j o i n  
ithe " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t v t  d u r i n g  t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 '  
and  had been  r ewarded  by a  p o s i t i o n  of  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  
I new l l r e v o l u t  i o n a r y  committee" e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e .  D e s c r i b e d  
as "more m a t u r e  p o l i t i c a l l y  ..., more e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  s t r u g -  
I gle  ..., and h a v i n g  g r e a t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s k i l l "  t h a n  t h e  
/'young r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f i g h t e r s , "  t h e s e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s  
yere " t o  act  a s  t h e  c o r e  of l e a d e r s h i p t P  b o t h  i n  t h e  "sei- 
z u r e  o f  power" and  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f -  t h i s  power by t h e  
new l l r e v o l u t  i o n a r y  commi t t ees  ." 

I n d e e d ,  t h e  t i m e  had come f o r  t h e  young m i l i t a n t s  
o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Lef t l t - -  t he t h i r d  component o f  t h e  
" three-way a l l i a n c e f 1 - - t o  t a k e  their lumps,  now blamed f o r  
t h e  c h a o s  o f  t h e  l1 J a n u a r y  R e v o l u t i o n "  which  t h e y  had been  
i n c i t e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t .  They were a t t a c k e d  and c r i t i c i z e d  
from a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  n o t  j u s t  by t h e  r e l a t i v e  m o d e r a t e s  
( l i k e  Chou E n - l a i )  b u t  a l s o  b y  t h e  z e a l o t s  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  Group and e v e n  by  Mao h i m s e l f .  Among t h e  c r i t -  
icisms l e v e l e d  by Mao a t  h i s  " l i t t l e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  gen- 
erals" a t  t h i s  t i m e  were (1) t h a t  t h e y  were b e i n g  llcor- 
r u p t e d "  b y  ltmoneyll and "cars; l1 (2) t h a t  t h e y  " c a l l e d  f o r  
cr i t ic ism a f te r  cr i t ic ism and t o o k  p a r t  i n  t o o  many r a l -  
l ies ;"  and  (3) t h a t  t h e y  had b e e n  g u i l t y  of  u s e c t a r i a n i s m " .  
and " s p l i t t i s m "  and must  endeavor  t o  " a c h i e v e  u n i t y "  e v e n  
w i t h  t h o s e  who h e l d  " c o n t r a r y  o p i n i o n s . l f  Adding t o  t h i s  
i n g t c t m e n t ,  Ch i  Pen-yu of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group 
c r i t i c i z e d  Kuai  Ta-fu and Nieh  Yuan-tzu ( t h e  two mos t  
p rominen t  Red Guard l e a d e r s  i n  P e k i n g )  f o r  "hang ing  o u t  
t h e  s i g n b o a r d  o f  t h e  P e k i n g  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel Commune1' 
p r e m a t u r e l y  and w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n , ' a ' c h a r g e  which would 
s e r v e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  a t ' t h i s  t i m e  o f  t h e  
i l l - f a t e d  and  s h o r t - l i v e d  Shangha i  Commune. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  v e r p a l .  a t t a c k s ,  a  number of 
measures  were i n s t i t u t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  a  c o n c e r t e d  ef- 

. . 
f o r t  t o  r e t r e n c h ,  r e o r g a n i z e  and  r e c t i f y  t h e  u n r u l y  r a n k s  
of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  F i r s t ,  o f  a l l ,  a  3 F e b r u a r y  
C e n t r a l  ' Committee d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r e d  Red Guards  on  ' ' revolu-  
t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n 1 t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  



s c h o o l s ,  a d i r e c t i v e  expanded o n  2 1  F e b r u a r y  t o  encompass  
a l l  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  engaged  i n  l i a i s o n .  
A l t h o u g h  j u s t i f i e d  on g r o u n d s  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  economy, t h e  
p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e s e  d i r e c t i v e s  w a s  t o  c u r t a i l  p o l i -  
t i c a l  and  economic  i n s t a b i l i t y  by r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  "seize 
powerw movement o n  t h e  basis  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l o c a l i t i e s  
and u n i t s .  Next ,  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  Red Guards  was 
e f f e c t e d  i n  P e k i n g  by  merg ing  t h e  three f o r m e r l y  independ-  
e n t  Red Guard " h e a d q u a r t e r s "  i n t o  a s i n g l e  "Red Guard 
Congres s . "  S p e e c h e s  a t  t h e  r a l l y  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h i s  Con- 
g r e s s ,  moreove r ,  s u g g e s t e d  a n  i n t e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s i m i l a r  
c o n g r e s s e s  i n  a l l  m a j o r  c i t i e s  and p r o v i n c e s ,  w i t h  t h e  
u l t i m a t e  g o a l '  o f  f o r m i n g  a n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

F i n a l l y ,  i t  was announced t h a t  Red Guards  on re- 
t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  s c h o o l s  would have  t o  unde rgo  " rec t i f i -  
cat ion1 '--"a  p a i n f u l  p r o c e s s  o f  p r o t r a c t e d  i d e o l o g i c a l  
s t r u g g l e v - - i n  o r d e r  t o  overcome t h e i r  " t e n d e n c i e s  o f  
d e p a r t m e n t a l i s m ,  small ' g roup  m e n t a l i t y ,  u l t r a - d e m o c r a c y ,  
i n d i v i d u a l i s m  and  a n a r c h i s m  ..." And w i t h  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  PLA would s u p e r v i s e  t h i s  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  c a m p a i g n  
i n  C h i n a ' s  s c h o o l s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  was b e i n g  d i s c i p l i n e d  f o r  t h e  
e x c e s s e s  i t  had commit ted  t l 'ur ing t h e  " J a n u a r y  R e v o l u t i o n . "  

A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  u r g e n t  need t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  
and m a i n t a i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  "seize powerf t  movement i n  
Ch ina  a t  t h e  end  of  F e b r u a r y  was i n  a s t a t e  o f  s u s p e n d e d  
a n i m a t i o n .  Only S h a n g h a i  and t h e  f o u r  p r o v i n c e s  o f  He i lung-  
k i a n g ,  Kweichow, S h a n s i  and Shan tung  had s u c c e e d e d  i n  set-  
t i n g  u p  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees t t  app roved  by t h e  c e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s h i p  a s  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a g e n u i n e  
t r i p a r t i t e  a l l i a n c e  of r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  p a r t y  c a d r e s  and 
t h e  army. I n  a m a j o r  summing u p  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  a 9 March e d i t o r i a l  i n  Red F l a g  
e n t i t  l e d  IgOn t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  3- in-1  C o m b i n a t ~ ' ' % e a l e d  
what t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  were. C i t i n g  a  d i r e c t i v e  by C h a i r -  
man Mao t h a t  t h e s e  " p r o v i s i o n a l  o r g a n s  o f  power" would 
have  t o  be t t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and  have  pro-  
l e t a r i a n  a u t h o r i t y , "  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  d i s c u s s e d  c a n d i d l y  
t h e  p rob lems  which  had o b s t r u c t e d ,  and would c o n t i n u e  t o  
o b s t r u c t ,  t h e  e f f o r t  by Maof s " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ~  
t o  "seize power" i n  Ch ina .  



The dominant  theme o f  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  was t h a t  a l l  
Fhree  components of  t h e  a l l i a n c e - - t h e  l e a d e r s  of  r e v o l u - '  
t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  PLA, 
pnd r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d i n g  cadres- -were  e s s e n t i a l ,  a s  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  n o t  " t o  o v e r l o o k  o r  under-  
e s t i m a t e  t h e  r o l e  o f  any one  of  them." Of p a r t i c u l a r  
c o n c e r n  was t h e  p r a c t i c e  of "exc lud ing"  o r  " r e g a r d i n g  
a s  secondaryw t h e  role  o f  " l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s , "  who, a l t h o u g h  g u i l t y  o f  ~ v s h o r t c o m i n g s  
pnd e r r o r s , "  s t i l l  c o n s t i t u t e d  " t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  r e v o l u -  

, l t i ona ry  3-in-1 p r o v i s i o n a l  o r g a n  o f  power." R e i t e r a t i n g  
[the p o l i c y  on p a r t y  c a d r e s  l a i d  down t h e  p r e c e d i n g  month, 
phe e d i t o r i a l  s t r e s s e d  t h e  impor tance  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  
i ' revolu  t i o n a r y  c a d r e s p 1  ( t h a t  o f  p r o v i d i n g  " t h e  n u c l e u s  
and backbone" of t h e  new l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee")  w h i l e  
h o l d i n g  f o r t h  t h e  p r o s p e c t  of  r edempt ion  and "p roper  jobs"  
f o r  t h e  b road  mass of  c a d r e s  who had made "mis takes" .  
y h a t  was new i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c a d r e  p o l i c y ,  however, 
?as a c a l l  f o r  v i g i l a n c e  a g a i n s t  "class enemies" who were 
/ ' d i s t o r t i n g v r  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
1'3-in-1" o r g a n s  of power to  "impose" on t h e  masses  c a d r e s  
yho " p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h e i r  m i s t a k e s w  and t h u s  " c a r r y  o u t  
c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e s t o r a t  i o n  ." 

The e d i t o r i a l ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  PLA r e v e a l e d  
b h a t  i t  t o o  was e x p e r i e n c i  
i18xtremely i m p o r t a n t  r o l e "  
Admi t t ing  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

ng d i f f i c u l t i e s  in p l a y i n g  its 
i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  s e i z e  power. 
" d i s s e n s i o n  between t h e  r evo-  

I 
k u t i o n a r y  masses  and t h e  PLA," t h e  e d i t o r i a l  a t t e m p t e d  

I 

. - 
I 

pnce  a g a i n  t o  blame t h i s  on t h e  " i n t r i g u e s "  o f  c l a s s  
enemies .  More t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  i t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  PLA was 
h a v i n g  a ha rd  time c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  ambiguous d i r e c t i v e  
by Chair man Mao " t o  a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
L e f t i s t s , "  conced ing  t h a t  "some comrades i n  t h e  l o c a l  army 
? n i t s  may commit temporary  m i s t a k e s  i n  g i v i n g  t h e i r  sup- 
p o r t  because  o f  t h e  i n t r i c a t e  and complex c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .  



The  R e s u r g e n c e  o f  t h e  L e f t  ( S p r i n g  1967)  

"A b i g  q u e s t i o n  now c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  
p e o p l e  o f  t h e  who le  c o u n t r y  is w h e t h e r  t o  
c a r r y  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o -  
l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  e n d ,  o r  t o  abandon 
i t  h a l f w a y .  l1 --Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "On t h e  -- 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  T h r e e  i n  One Combina t ion , "  
9  March 1967.  

I n  t h e  same e d i t o r i a l ' s  a l l u s i o n  t o  m o u n t i n g  op- 
p o s i t i o n  l i es  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  i t  is b e l i e v e d ,  f o r  t h e  
n e x t  p h a s e  o f  Mao' s ' g c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 '  w h i c h  would 
e x t e n d  t h r o u g h  March and  much of A p r i l .  The  p r i n c i p a l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  new p h a s e  would be t h e  r e s u r g e n c e  
of t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t , "  i n c i t e d  o n c e  q g a i n  t o  
c r i t i c i z e  and  a t t a c k  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  and  t h u s  m a i n t a i n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  momentum. I n  Mao' s v iew,  t h e  pendulum 
had swung too f a r  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  o r d e r  and  s t a b i l i t y  
imposed by t h e  PLA and  p a r t y  c a d r e s  f rom a b o v e  and  i t  
was n e c e s s a r y  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  stress t h e  r o l e  of t h e  r e v o -  
l u  t i o n a r  y  m a s s e s .  

The  first t a r g e t  of a t t a c k  b y  m i l i t a n t  Red Guards  
and  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels," u n l e a s h e d  a g a i n  i n  e a r l y  
March, was wha t  was t e rmed  t h e  t v c o u n t e r c u r r e n t  of c o u n t e r -  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e s t o r a t i o n "  i n  c e n t r a l  government  o r g a n s .  
T h i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  " f a l s e  power s e i z u r e 1 q  
whereby s e n i o r  p a r t y  c a d r e s  o r  r e v i v e d  p a r t y  c o m m i t t e e s  
had e x p l o i t e d ,  s o  it was  c h a r g e d ,  Mao l s  "mi ld  c a d r e  p o l i c y w  
t o  r e i n s t a t e  a l l  o r  mos t  of t h e  o l d  o f f i c i a l s  and  s y s t e m s  
of c o n t r o l ,  a t  t h e  same time i g n o r i n g  and s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  
o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  . l' The r i n g - l e a d e r  
o f  t h e  new  counterrevolutionary c u r r e n t 1 '  was V i c e  Premier 
Tan C h e n - l i n ,  c h a r g e d  w i t h  p e r p e t r a t i n g  sham s e i z u r e s  i n  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  b u t  heavy  c r i t i c i sm was a l s o  
l e v e l e d  a t  t h r e e  more V i c e  Preriers--Chen I ,  L i  Fu-chun 
and L i  Hs i en -n i en ;  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  econom- 
ics and f i n a n c e  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Al though d e f e n d i n g  t h e  l a s t  
t h r e e  o f  h i s  V i c e  Premiers a g a i n s t  t h e s e  c h a r g e s ,  Chou 
E n - l a i ,  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  a  March r a l l y  of l s r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" 



i n  i n d u s t r y  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a l s o  a t t ac l red  t h i s  " tend-  
ency  o f  r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  a l l  c a d r e s ,  d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  
p r e v i o u s  o f f e n s e s , - '  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  i t  a s  an "ex t remely  
g rave"  m i s t a k e  and a s  t h e  "main danger"  a t  t h a t  time. 
Chou a l s o  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h i s  s p e e c h  t h a t  t h i s  phenomenon 
o f  " f a l s e  power seYzures l '  had appeared  n o t  o n l y  i n  "cen- 
t r a l  o f f  ices" b u t  i n  " t h e  provinces1 '  a s  well. 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  " f a l s e  power s e i z u r e s u  had 
been  widespread ,  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of  C h i n a ' s  
p r o v i n c e s ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  s e r i o u s  i n d i c t m e n t  of  t h e  Army's 
performance s i n c e  o r d e r e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  l a t e  J a n u a r y  
t o  " s u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t "  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  A s  
r e v e a l e d  i n  a  27 March C e n t r a l  Committee d e c i s i o n  on  t h e  
problem of Anhwei P r o v i n c e ,  a  1 A p r i l  C e n t r a l  Committee 
d i r e c t i v e  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  
o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  g e n e r a l l y ,  and a  6 A p r i l  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  
Committee d i r e c t i v e  s h a r p l y ,  c i r c u m s c r i b i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  commanders, t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army 
had performed b a d l y  its a s s i g n e d  t a s k  of  s u p p o r t i n g  "pro- 
l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t i s t s "  i n  fo rming  " g r e a t  a l l i -  
ances"  t o  " s e i z e  power. " 

What had happened,  a s  t h e s e  documents made c l e a r ,  
was t h a t  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r v  L e f t . "  i n s t e a d  of fo rming  a  
" g r e a t  a l l i a n c e , "  had splii i n t o '  two " f a c t i o n s . "  when I 

t h e  f i r s t  of t h e s e  had " s e i z e d  power" and been  r e c o g n i z e d  
and  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  command, t h e  o t h e r  
f a c t i o n  had t h e n  a t t e m p t e d  a  " c o u n t e r - s e i z u r e , "  a t t a c k i n g  
n o t  o n l y  t h e  n e w l y - e s t a b l i s h e d  l t r e v o l u t i o n a r y l l  regime b u t  
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army a s  w e l l .  R e a c t i n g  t o  t h i s  
a t t a c k ,  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  commander had opened f i r e  i n  
s e l f - d e f e n s e  and s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  a t t a c k i n g  f a c t i o n  a s  a  
" c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n . "  To p r e v e n t  t h i s  
from happening a g a i n ,  t h e  6 A p r i l  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Com- 
mittee d i r e c t i v e  (of c r u c i a l  impor tance  i n  u n d e r s t a d i n g  
t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c o u r s e  of t h e  l f c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  through-  
o u t  1 9 6 7 ) ,  s t r i p p e d  t h e  Army of a l l  r e a l  a u t h o r i t y  i n  d e a l -  
i n g  w i t h  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t , "  f o r b i d d i n g  i t  t o  open 
f i r e  on  "mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s " ,  t o  l a b e l  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
" c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y , ' '  t o  make mass a r r e s t s ,  o r  i n  gen- 
e r a l  t o  " t a k e  any i m p o r t a n t  ac t ion1 '  towards  t h e s e  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  r e c e i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom Peking.  



A t  t h e  same time t h a t  its power was  b e i n g  s h a r p l y  
c u r t a i l e d ,  t h e ' P L A  was o r d e r e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  m i l i t a r y  c o n - '  
t r o l  c o m m i t t e e s  and  t h e r e b y  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
e x e r c i s i n g  " t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s h i p  power" u n t i l  s u c h  
time a s  new R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commit tees  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  Cen- 
ter  ( i . e .  g e n u i n e  "power s e i z u r e s " )  c o u l d  b e  c r e a t e d .  
R e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  commands were a l s o  
d i r e c t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  " r e c t i f y  immed ia t e ly"  a l l  o f  . . 
t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  e r rors  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  " L e f t  ," r e l e a s -  
i n g  a l l  t h o s e  p r e v i o u s l y  a r r e s t e d ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  a l l  
t h o s e  p r e v i o u s l y  l a b e l e d  " c o u n t e r - . r e v o l u t  i o n a r y "  a n d ,  i n  
g e n e r a l ,  s e e k i n g  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
masses1 '  for  t h e i r  wrong c o n d u c t .  The  n e t  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  
series o f  d e c i s i o n s  i n  l a t e  March and  e a r l y  A p r i l  was t o  
p l a c e  a n  a l m o s t  i n t o l e r a b l e  b u r d e n  on  t h e  PLA, s u b j e c t i n g  
i t  t o  s e v e r e  p r e s s u r e  and  s t r a i n  a t  t h e  v e r y  moment i t  
was b e i n g  o r d e r e d  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  and  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  economy. 

A key  i n g r e d i e n t  i n  t h i s  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  u p s u r g e ,  
a s  i n  ea r l i e r  o n e s  was t o  e s c a l a t e  t h e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  
L i u  Shao -ch i ,  t o  l a u n c h  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  8 A p r i l  
P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d : t o r i a l )  " a  p o w e r f u l  g e n e r a l  o f f e n s i v e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  number o n e  p a r t y  p e r s o n  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  
t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  ." N e w  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h i s  i n t e n s i f i e d  
campaign  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  were ( 1 )  p u b l i c  h u m i l i a t i o n  a t  
a s t r u g g l e  r a l l y  w h e r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  L i u  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
deny  h i s  g u i l t  a s  a c r i m i n a l  o r  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y ;  
( 2 )  w a l l - p o s t e r  demands ( a l l e g e d l y  c i t i n g  Kang Sheng and 
C h i  Pen-yu) t h a t  L i u  b e  p u t  t o  d e a t h  f o r  h i s  " b e t r a y a l  
and  c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  a f o r e i g n  power;"  and  (3) a b a r r a g e  
of cri t icism of  L i u ' s  l e a d i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  work "How To 
Be a Good Communist ," condemned b y  Mao, L i n  P i a o ,  Chou 
E n - l a i  and  o t h e r  t o p  l e a d e r s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a s  " a n t i -  
M a r x i s t  . " 

The b a s i c  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  " g e n e r a l  o f f e n s i v e "  
a g a i n s t  L i u  Shao -ch i  was a n  a t t e m p t  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  form 
a " g r e a t  a l l i a n c e ' '  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  (which  
had  s p l i t  i n t o  r i v a l  f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  d i s o r d e r l y  s t r u g g l e  
t o  "seize power" i n  J a n u a r y )  a n d ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s ,  a n  
a t t e m p t  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  form g e n u i n e  " three-way a l l i a n c e s "  
(which  had been  d o m i n a t e d  by t h e  Army and  o l d - l i n e  c a d r e s  



t t h e  e x p e n s e  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  i n  F e b r u a r y  
nd March) .  The f i r s t  o b j e c t i v e  of  " g r e a t  u n i t y "  was 
3 be a c h i e y a d  by  i n c i t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a s s e s  t o  
n d e r t a k e  " g r e a t  criticism a n d  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e t 1  n o t  o n l y  
g a i n s t  L i u  b u t  a l s o  a g a i n s t  t h e  l l h a n d f u l l '  o f  Mao's 
nemies i n  " e a c h  area,  d e p a r t m e n t  and  u n i t "  t h r o u g h o u t  
h e  c o u n t r y ,  d e p i c t e d  a s  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  L i u  who had 
3 be o v e r t h r o w n  i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  him down. The  s e c o n d  
b j e c t i v e  was t o  be a c h i e v e d  by l e a s h i n g  t h e  Army and  
~ e r t i n g  new p r e s s u r e  o n  p a r t y  c a d r e s  t o  s t e p  f o r w a r d  i n  
l p p o r t  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  b o t h  by o f f 8 r i n g . a  way o u t  for 
s p e n t a n t  c a d r e s  (by  j o i n i n g  i n  t h e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  L i u  
hao-chi and h i s  a l l e g e d  s u p p o r t e r s )  and  by t h r e a t e n i n g  
i re  c o n s e q u e n c e s  s h o u l d  t h e y  r e f u s e .  P o l i t i c a l  and  
i e o l o g i c a l  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  a common t a r g e t  would s e r v e ,  
t was  t h o u g h t ,  t o  u n i f y  and  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  Mao's 
p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  " 

I n s t e a d , . t h e  r e s u l t  o f  l e a s h i n g  t h e  PLA w h i l e  un- 
e a s h i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Lef t1 '  was renewed v i o l e n c e  
nd d i s o r d e r .  S e r i o u s ,  l a r g e - s c a l e  c l a s h e s  were s o o n  
e p o r t e d  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  b u t  i n  P e k i n g  a s  w e l l .  
eve lopmen t s  i n  P e k i n g  p r o v i d e  a  good c a s e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  
haos  and d i s r u p t i o n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  new v i o l e n t  p h a s e  o f  
a o l s  ' ' c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  A p r i l  and  May. 

I n  b r i e f ,  what  happened was t h a t  t h e  Red Guards  
nd " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" u t i l i z e d  t h e i r  qew f r eedom o f  
c t i o n  t o  a t t a c k  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d ,  f o r  good m e a s u r e ,  t h e  
LA a s  w e l l .  Accord ing  t o  w a l l - p o s t e r  r e p o r t s ,  a  l a r g e  
3rce o f  Red Guards  i n v a d e d  P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  demon- 
t r a t e  a g a i n s t  Nieh  Yuan-tzu,  cha i rman  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y  
i f i e d  P e k i n g  C o n g r e s s  o f  Red Guards ,  c h a r g i n g  h e r  wi th '  
ncompetence a n d  a  s e l f i s h  d e s i r e  " t o  g a i n  h i g h  o f f i c e . "  
hen a n  "armed c l a s h "  d e v e l o p e d  and PEiking g a r r i s o n  t r o o p s  
e r e  s e n t  t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r ,  t h e  Red Guards  t h e n  d i r e c t e d  
h e i r  a t t a c k  a t  t h e  P e k i n g  g a r r i s o n  d e p u t y  commander. 
n s t a n c e s  o f  worke r  ' l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" d e f y i n g  and  
ven s e i z i n g  PLA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were a l s o  r e p o r t e d  i n  
s k i n g  a t  t h i s  time. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
a v o l u t i o n  Group headed by  Madame Mao convened  a  series 
P m e e t i n g s  i n  mid -Apr i l  be tween f e u d i n g  Red Guard and  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebelw g r o u p s  t o  c h a s t i z e  them f o r  a t t a c k -  
ng t h e  PLA and f o r  e n g a g i n g  i n  " u n p r i n c i p l e d  c i v i l  w a r s . "  



The f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  " u n p r i n c i p l e d  c i v i l  w a r s u  b r o k e  
o u t  o n  t h e  e v e  of t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  P e k i n g  M u n i c i p a l  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commit tee  g o e s  f a r  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of ' 

t h i s  new t y p e  o f  w a r f a r e  i n  C h i n a .  A s  opposed  t o  t h e  
" p r ' i n c i p l e d "  v a r i e t y  f o u g h t  l a r g e l y  o n  i d e o l o g i c a l  and  
p o l i t i c a l  g r o u n d s ,  t h e s e  wars a r e  f o u g h t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  who 
g e t s  what  s h a r e  o f  t h e  s p o i l s  i n  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
o r d e r .  I t  was i r o n i c  t h a t  t h e  f o r m a l  p r o c l a m a t i o n  on  20 
A p r i l  o f  t h e  new P e k i n g  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commit tee-- in  t h e o r y  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  a  g e n u i n e  and  ha rmon ious  
" three-way a l l i a n c e M - - s h o u l d  have  b e e n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  for  
i n  t e n s i f  i e d  conf  1 i c  t w i t h i n  and  among t h e  components  o f  
t h i s  a l l i a n c e .  

C a l l s  f o r  Orde r  Again  (May-June 1967)  

" R e c e n t l y  o u r  g r e a t  l e a d e r  Chai rman 
Mao i n s t r u c t e d  u s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  t r u s t  i n  
and  r e l y  o n  t h e  m a s s e s ,  t r u s t  i n  and r e l y  
o n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army, and t r u s t  
i n  and r e l y  o n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  c a d r e s .  
Chai rman Mao a l s o  c a l l e d  o n  u s  t o  s u p p o r t  , 

t h e  army and  c h e r i s h  t h e  p e o p l e . "  - - P e o p l e ' s  
D a i l y  E d i t o r i a l ,  " F u r t h e r  S t r e n g t h e n  t h e  
U n i t y  Between t h e  Army and  t h e  P e o p l e , "  
1 2  May 1 9 6 7  

The d i s c l o s u r e  i n  a  1 2  May P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  
t h a t  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army was  " r e s o l u t e l y  c a r r y -  
i n g  o u t  t h e  f i v e  t a s k s  of s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  L e f t ,  s u p p o r t -  
i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  s u p p o r t i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  e x e r c i s i n g  m i l i t a r y  
c o n t r o l ,  and h e l p i n g  i n  m i l i t a r y  and  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g t t  
m e r e l y  c o n f i r m e d  what  had a l r e a d y  become a b u n d a n t l y  
c l e a r - - t h a t  t h e  Army was now g o v e r n i n g  most of Ch ina  i n  
p l a c e  of  t h e  d i s c r e d i t e d ,  l a r g e l y  d e f u n c t  p a r t y  and  
government  a p p a r a t u s .  I n  its p a r t y  r o l e ,  m i l i t a r y  con- . 
t r o l  committees a t  a l l  l e v e l s  ( p r o v i n c i a l ,  c o u n t y ,  muni- 
c i p a l  and  e v e n  down t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  
and  communes) were c h a r g e d  w i t h  l e a d i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n , "  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  " t r u e  
p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  and o f  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  " th ree -way  a l l i a n c e s . "  T h i s  was  a  d e l i c a t e  



p o l i t i c a l  t a s k  f o r  which,  l a c k i n g  g u i d a n c e  from Pek ing ,  
i t  was s i n g u l a r l y  i l l - p r e p a r e d .  I n  i ts  government r o l e ,  
Fhe Army was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  economy 
and f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  t a s k  r e n d e r e d  v i r t u -  
a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  by t h e  6 A p r i l  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee 
d i r e c t i v e  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  u s e  of f o r c e .  ~ As s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  t h e  6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  Army 
i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses  was " t o  l e a r n  
t o  d o  mass work, t r u s t  t h e  masses ,  r e l y  on them and con- 
s u l t  w i t h  them on i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s  ... t o  s k i l l f u l l y  adop t  
means o f  p e r s u a s i o n  and e d u c a t i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  a d o p t i n g  
s i m p l e  and c r u d e  means o f  i s s u i n g  o r d e r s . "  F o r  t h e i r  .- 
p a r t ,  t h e  " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  were a l s o  e n j o i n e d  
n o t  t o  u s e  force a g a i n s t  t h e  Army ( e . g .  t h e  demand i n  t h e  
8 May Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l  t h a t  "On no o c c a s i o n  and under  -- 
no c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s h o u l d  t h e  s p e a r  head of  s t r u g g l e  be 
d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army.") 

I n s t e a d  of  mutua l  t r u s t  and c o o p e r a t  i o n ,  however, 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  l f c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 '  
i n  t h e  months which f o l l o w e d  was i n c r e a s e d  antagonism 
and h o s t i l i t y  between t h e  Army and t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
L e f t . "  I n  f a c t ,  n e i t h e r  performed a c c o r d i n g  t o  Mao's 
h i g h  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  I n s t e a d  o f  i n c r e a s e d  s t r e n g t h  th rough  
g r e a t e r  u n i t y ,  t h e r e  was a  f u r t h e r  s p l i t t i n g  o f  t h e  revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  r a n k s ,  a  s p l i t  b rough t  on ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  H s i e h  
Fu-chih i n  a 7 May s p e e c h )  by t h o s e  demanding "a g r e a t  
shakeup,  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and g r e a t  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
i n s i d e  t h e  L e f t  wing."  I n s t e a d  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  Army com- 
manders, " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  i n  t h e  pro-  
v i n c e s  and major  c i t i e s  launched b i t t e r  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  
l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  cornmi ttees, b o t h  f o r  having sup- 
p r e s s e d  them i n  t h e  p a s t  and f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  s u p p o r t  them 
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t .  For  t h e i r  p a r t ,  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  
commands c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  a s  
Lih P i a o  had a d m i t t e d  e a r l i e r  i n  a  30 March speech ,  i n  
" f i n d i n g  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between L e f t  and Right1 '  i n  
t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

Maofs  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  problem, t h e  s i n g l e  most 
i m p o r t a n t  c a u s e  of  t e n s i o n  between t h e  m i l i t a r y  and t h e  
l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t ,  l1 was t y p i c a l .  On 7 May, t h e  dhairman 



d i r e c t e d  L i n  P i a o  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a n  i n t e n s i v e  two week "rect i-  
f i c a t i o n "  campaign  i n  t h e  Army, a  summing u p  ( a c c o r d i n g  
t o  a 1 5  J u n e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l )  o f  its ex- -- 
p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  " s u p p o r t  t h e  Le f t1 '  d u r i n g  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  s t a g e  " i n  o r d e r  t o  d e v e l o p  new merit,  c o r r e c t  
m i s t a k e s ,  and c a r r y  on  t h e  ba t t l e . "  C e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  
campaign  was t h e  demand t h a t  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  commanders 
a t o n e  f o r  t h e i r  p a s t  e r r o r s  by e n g a g i n g  p u b l i c l y  i n  "self- 
crit icism ," t h e r e b y  s e c u r i n g  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  and  w i n n i n g  
t h e  t r u s t  o f  t h o s e  " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s " '  whom t h e y  
had p r e v i o u s l y  wronged.  Respond ing  t o  t h i s  demand, t h e  
S h a n t u n g  P r o v i n c i a l  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  P a r t y  Committee is- 
s u e d  a  p u b l i c  l l s e l f - c r i t i c i s m l '  on 31 May, a  document  wh ich  
Mao e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  e n d o r s e d  a s  a  model  f o r  g e n e r a l  emula- 
t i o n .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  was t h e  a d m i s s i o n  i n  t h i s  
document  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  i s s u e  t h e  "self-criticism" 
had s p a r k e d  a " h e a t e d  a rgumen t , "  w i t h  some a r g u i n g  t h a t  
s u c h  a n  a c t i o n  "woul'd dampen t h e  m o r a l e  of t h e  armed f o r c e s .  
m i g h t  u p s e t  t h e  armed f o r c e s  ...[ a n d ]  ... t h a t  t h e  m a s s e s  
m i g h t  u s e  i t  ' a g a i n s t  u s .  l1 

A s  a g u i d e  f o r  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  new " m i s t a k e s "  
by t h e  Army, t h e  T s i n g h a i  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  commander L i u  
Hsien-chuan  p u b l i s h e d  a  l e n g t h y  a r t i c l e  i n  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  
i n  e a r l y  J u n e  summar iz ing  h i s  s u c c e s s f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  
i d e n t i f y i n g  and  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  l1Leftl1 i n  T s i n g h a i  P r o v i n c e .  
A l though  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  had b e e n  " c o m p l i c a t e d  s t r u g -  
g l e "  a n d  " a l l  s o r t s  o f  f a c t i o n s , "  L i u  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
were b a s i c a l l y  o n l y  "two k i n d s  o f  f a c t i o n s t 1  which  c o u l d  
b e  c l e a r l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d - - a  " L e f t i s t "  f ac t  i o n  wh ich  "wan t s  
t o  r e v o l t "  and  a " c 0 n s e r v 8 t i v e ~ ~  f a c t i o n  which  "wan t s  t o  
c o n s e r v e . "  Having  c o n d u c t e d  " i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and  s t u d y  among 
t h e  masses , "  he  had been  able t o  i d e n t i f y  a s  g e n u i n e l y  
" L e f t i s t l l  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  wh ich  had f i r s t  r e b e l l e d  
a g a i n s t ,  c r i t i c i z e d  and  a t t a c k e d  " t h e  h a n d f u l  o f  p e r s o n s  
i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  c o m m i t t e e  who were i n  a u t h o r i t y  
and t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d .  l1 The " c o n s e r v a t i v e "  o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n s ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  had been  l l c o n t r o l l e d  by1? 
and  had s o u g h t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h i s  l l h a n d f u l l  of Mao l s  oppon- 
e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y .  



L i u f s  a c c o u n t  o f  deve lopments  i n  T s i n g h a i  had om- 
f i t t e d  one  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t - - t h a t  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  command 
o f  t h e  T s i n g h a i  P r o v i n c i a l  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  had a r r i v e d  
a t  e x a c t l y  t h e  o p p o s i t e  c o n c l u s i o n  i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
work and had been  s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  a t t a c k  i n  t h e  6 A p r i l  
M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee d i r e c t i v e  a s  a  "coun te r - revo lu -  
Pionary"  who had " c a r r i e d  o u t  s a v a g e ,  armed r e p r e s s i o n  
o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  T h a t  i t  was danger-  
o u s  f o r  a  p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  commander t o ' d e c i d e  on h i s  
own which mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were "Lef tistlv was t h e  most 
I Fmportant  l e s s o n  o f  t h e  T s i n g h a i  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a  l e s s o n  
ponf i rmed i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  pro- 
h i b i t i n g  " t a k i n g  any i m p o r t a n t  a c t i o n . .  . toward  l a r g e  mass . 
I g r g a n i z a t i o n s t f  u n t i l  a r e p o r t  had been "made t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  

. p u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group and t h e  A l l  PLA C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
/ t i o n  Group and t h e i r  a d v i c e  sought .V The n e t  e f f e c t  o f  
t h i s  l e s s o n  and t h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  t h e n ,  was t o  suspend 
t h e  PLA1s "work i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  L e f t "  u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  
hs t h e  P a r t y  C e n t e r  had made its own i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
Ideterminat  i o n  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f  tl' on a  p r o v i n c e  
by p r o v i n c e  b a s i s .  

R e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  was t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  i n  e a r l y  May 
t h a t  f i g h t i n g  3 between r i v a l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had e n t e r e d  
a new s t a g e  of "armed s t r u g g l e . "  The e x t e n t  o f  t h e  new 
d i s o r d e r  i n  Peking was r e v e a l e d  by H s i e h  Fu-chih,  i n  a  
s p e e c h  on  1 4  May. A s  r e p o r t e d  i n  a w a l l  p o s t e r ,  Hsieh  
l d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  p r o d u c t i o n  had d e c l i n e d  s e v e n  p r e c e n t  i n  
A p r i l ,  a  d e c l i n e  d u e  c h i e f l y  t o  "armed s t r u g g l e s "  b u t  a l s o  
t o  worker p r o t e s t  s t r i k e s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  d a y s  of May, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  Hs ieh ,  t h e r e  had been  133 armed s t r u g g l e s  
and b loody  i n c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  more t h a n  63 ,000  p e o p l e  
of which a  "two-figure" number were k i l l e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
' c a s e s  of  b e a t i n g  , d e s t r o y i n g ,  l o o t i n g ,  s e a r c h i n g  houses  
land i l l e g a l  a r r e s t  had been  common and were i n c r e a s i n g .  

Not l o n g  b e f o r e ,  on 5 May, Hs ieh  Fu-chih  had r e v e a l e d  
i n  a  s p e e c h  t o  s t u d e n t s  a t  P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  "armed 
s t r u g g l e s  a t  f a c t o r i e s ,  s c h o o l s  and v a r i o u s  organs"  were 
t a k i n g  p l a c e  n o t  o n l y  i n  Pek ing  b u t  i n  many p r o v i n c e s  a s  
well. D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  " c o n s e r v a t i v e  f a c t i o n s 1 '  ( t h e  
oppos i t ion . )  had n o t  y e t  been d e f e a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s ,  
t h e  " L e f t i s t s "  t h e r e  ( a s  i n  Pek ing)  had begun to  "break  



uptt  by f i g h t i n g  among t h e m s e l v e s .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
t i m e t a b l e  f o r  " s e i z u r e  o f  powert1 i n  t h e  p rov inces - - l l o r i -  
g i n a l l y  s c h e d u l e d  t o  be real ized be tween F e b r u a r y  and MayT1-- 
had  t o  be e x t e n d e d .  H s i e h  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  gloomy a s s e s s m e n t  
of  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  "seize power" movement i n  China  w i t h  
t h e  a d m i s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  t i m e t a b l e  would have  " to be p o s t -  
poned f o r  some t i m e  . " 

H s i e h l  s p e s s i m i s t i c  view o f  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  pro-  
v i n c e s  was c o n f i r m e d  by wall  p o s t e r s  r e p o r t i n g  v i o l e n t  
c l a s h e s  and s e r i o u s  d i s o r d e r  i n  many p a r t s  o f  C h i n a  th rough-  
o u t  May, e v e n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  d i s r u p t i n g  s e r v i c e  on s e v e r a l  
m a j o r  r a i l  l i n e s .  So s e r i o u s  was t h . i s  d i s o r d e r  t h a t  i t  * 

was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee,  S t a t e  C o u n c i l ,  
M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee and C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group 
t o  i s s u e  a j o i n t  c i r c u l a r  on  6 J u n e  f o r b i d d i n g  armed s t r u g -  
g l e ,  a s s a u l t s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  p i l l a g e ,  h o u s e r a i d s  and un- 
a u t h o r i z e d  a r res ts  and c a l l i n g  o n  a l l  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n s "  t o  comply. A l though  a s s i g n i n g  g e n e r a l  r e s p o n -  
s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  PLA f o r  imp lemen t ing  t h i s  c i r c u l a r ,  it' 
d i d  n o t  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  contend-  
i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  " L a c k i n g  t H 5 s  g r a n t  
o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  Army rema ined  p o w e r l e s s  t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  
and i n  f a c t  d i s o r d e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s p r e a d  unchecked  through-  
o u t  much o f  Ch ina .  

The c o n t r a d i c t o r y  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  is- 
s u e d  by Mao a t  t h i s  t i m e  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
of s p r e a d i n g  v i o l e n c e  and d i s o r d e r  s t o o d  o u t  i n  s h a r p  con-  
t r a s t .  On t h e  o n e  hand,  h e  warned t h a t  " d i s r e g a r d  of  
d i s c i p l i n e  and t r e n d s  toward  a n a r c h i s m  e x i s t e n t  i n  many 
p l a c e s  must be overcome w i t h  o u t  f a i l , "  and c i t e d  a s  a  
l l c r u c i a l  p roblem b e a r i n g  o n  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n ~ ~  t h e  need  " t o  g u i d e  t h e  
p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s  t h o u g h t  i n  o u r  r a n k  and  f i l e  t o  t h e  o r b i t  
o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n . '  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  pro-  
nouncement ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  " a n a r ~ h i s m ~ ~  
- -"conduct ing  s t r u g g l e  by f o r c e ,  s u c h  a s  a s s a u l t ,  wreck- 
i n g ,  r o b b e r y ,  s e a r c h  and a r r e s t1 ' - -was  condemned r e p e a t e d l y  
i n  J u n e  and J u l y .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  o n e  i n s t r u m e n t  
c a p a b l e  o f  r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r ,  t h e  PLA, was s t i l l  f o r b i d d e n  
t o  u s e  f o r c e ,  r eminded  o n c e  a g a i n  ( i n  a  a7 J u n e  L i b e r a -  
t i o n  Army D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l )  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  p r o p e r  r e s p o n s e  



I 
;to cribicism and a t t a c k  by t h e  masses  was " t o  d o  p o l i -  
pica1 and i d e o l o g i c a l  work p a t i e n t l y  among them." 

As viewed from P e k i n g ,  t h e  s t a t u s  of  t h e  " g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e y o l u t i o n "  i n  mid-1967 was f a r  from 
e n c o u r a g i n g .  S i n c e  F e b r u a r y ,  o n l y  one  new a r e a ,  P e k i n g ,  
had been " l i b e r a t e d "  by Maofs  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  The new 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  u p s u r g e  i n i t i a t e d  i n  A p r i l . h a d  come t o  n a u g h t ,  
Fhe " s e i z e  power" movement had bogged down, and,  even  
more a l a r m i n g ,  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  had,  
as a d m i t t e d  by Hs ieh  Fu-chih  i n  a  1 2  J u n e  s p e e c h  t o  Red 
k u a r d s ,  grown weaker r a t h e r  t h a n  s t r o n g e r  i n  many p l a c e s ,  
bven i n  t h o s e  p r o v i n c e s  ( such  a s  He i lungk iang)  where  new 
" r e v o l u t  i o n a r y f t  o r g a n s  o f  power had . a l r e a d y  been, es t a b -  
l i s h e d .  S i n c e  Maots d i r e c t i v e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  development 
bf t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  were by d e f i n i t i o n  c o r r e c t ,  
t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  p roceed  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
!plan c o u l d  o n l y  r e s u l t  from f a u l t y  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
' d i r e c t i v e s .  Given t h e  p remise  o f  Maofs  i n f a l l i b i l i t y ,  
l the p r i n c i p a l  i s s u e  o v e r  which d i f f e r e n c e s  of  o p i n i o n  
would arise w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
t h e n ,  was whe the r  t o  a s s i g n  p r imary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  
a d v e r s e  de te lopment  to  t h e  P e o p l e f s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army ( i t s  
f a i l u r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  and p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  
" L e f t i s t s w )  o r  t o  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t f v  (its r e f u s a l  
t o  u n i t e  and o b s e r v e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  a s  m a n i f e s t e d  
i n  c o n t i n u i n g  "f a c t i o n a l i s m f f  and "anarchism.  ")  

l 

The d i s c l o s u r e  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  of  o p i n i o n  had' 
a r i s e n  w i t h i n  t h e  o e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  was made by Hs ieh  
Fu-chih i n  t h e  1 2  June  s p e e c h  n o t e d  above,  when he r e f e r r e d  
t o  " h e a t e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee in -  
n e r  circle o c c u r r i n g  e v e r y  day." Although Hs ieh  d i d  n o t  
r e v e a l  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  of t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  nor  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  it is a  f a i r  i n f e r e n c e  (based  b o t h  on  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d  of  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n f P  and on 
s u b s e q u e n t  developments)  t h a t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  concerned  
t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  c l a i m s  o f  r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  and and main- 
t a i n i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  momentum, w i t h  o n e  g r o q  ( i . e .  Chou 
E n - l a i  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  government and presumably  spokes-  
men f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y )  a r g u i n g  t h e  need t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  
and a n o t h e r  g roup  ( i . e .  s u c h  l e a d i n g  members o f  t h e  Cul- 
t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group a s  Madame Mao, Chen Po- ta ,  and 



Kang Sheng)  a d v o c a t i n g  a  more m i l i t a n t  p o l i c y  i n  s u p p o r t  , '  

of t h e  " r e v o l u  t . i o n a r y  L e f t  . " 
One outcome o f  t h i s  d e b a t e  w a s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s e n d  

a number of h i g h - l e v e l  government  and  m i l i t a r y  d e l e g a t i o n s  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and  p r o v i d e  g u i d a n c e  o n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  A m a j o r  o b j e c t i v e  
of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  s e n t  o u t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  was t o  p u t  a n  
e n d  t o  t h e  armed s t r u g g l e  wh ich  had  b r o k e n  o u t  be tween  
c o n t e n d i n g  f a c t i o n s  and be tween  t h e s e  f a c t i o n s  and  local  
m i l i t a r y  commands. The means for a c h i e v i n g  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  
was a s i x - p o i n t  f o r m u l a  advanced  b y  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  
u n d e r  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  b o t h  f a c t i o n s  a g r e e d  (1) t o  
s t o p  b r e a k i n g  i n t o  m i l i t a r y  o rgans , ,  a s s a u l t i n g  Army of -  
f i c i a l s ,  s t e a l i n g  weapons,  and a t t a c k i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ;  and  
(2) by  means o f  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n 1 '  and  l 'self-cri t icism, ' l  t o  
form " g r e a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a l l i a n c e s . "  When a g r e e m e n t s  
t o  t h i s  effect  were n e g o t i a t e d  i n  Yunnan and  Anhwei i n  
l a t e  J u n e  and  e a r l y  J u l y ,  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  Mao ' s  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  had  o n c e  a g a i n  e n t e r e d  a  more m o d e r a t e  p h a s e ,  
marked b y  a  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  damp d o w n ' v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e  
and  r e d u c e  t h e  a n t a g o n i s m  wh ich  had  a r i s e n  be tween  Army 
commanders i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  

The  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  ( Ju ly -Augus t  1967)  I I 
" A t  p r e s e n t  a  l a r g e - s c a l e  movement f o r  

c r i t i c i z i n g  and  r e p u d i a t i n g  t h e  h a n d f u l  o f  
t o p  p a r t y  and  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n s  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  is s w e e p i n g  o v e r  
t h e  who le  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  is t h e  g e n e r a l  
o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e . l f  --Red -- F l a g  
E d i t o r i a l ,  "The P r o l e t a r i a t  Must F i r m l y  G r a s p  
t h e  B a r r e l  o f  t h e  Gun," 31 J u l y  1 9 6 7  

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  what  h a s  come t o  be known a s  
t h e  "Wuhan I n c i d e n t "  is t h a t  i t  s h a r p l y  r e v e r s e d  t h i s  t r e n d  
toward  m o d e r a t i o n ,  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  a  s h o r t - l i v e d  " u l t r a -  
L e f t i s t "  p h a s e  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  e x t e n d i n g  
from l a t e  J u l y  t h r o u g h  most  o f  Augus t .  The  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  



a f f o r d e d  e x t r e m i s t  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y ,  which  t h e y  ware q u i c k  t o . e x p l o i t ,  t o  f o c u s  
once  a g a i n  o n  t h e  l l m i s t a k e s "  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  
Army a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  c a u s e  o f  f a i l u r e s  and  s e t b a c k s  i n  . 
Maols " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  I t  was s e i z e d  upon a s  a 
p r e t e x t  f o r  l a u n c h i n g  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  u p s u r g e  
f rom be low,  f o r  e x h o r t i n g  t h e  Red Guards  and  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  rebels" t o  r ise  u p  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  o p p r e s s o r s  whereve r  
e n c o u n t e r e d ,  w h e t h e r  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  new l e r e v o l u i o n -  
a r y  commi t t ee s , "  o r  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  government .  The end  
r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  i l l - a d v i s e d  v e n t u r e  was n e a r  a n a r c h y  and  
a  f u r t h e r  d i s c r e d i t i n g  and weakening  of  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t .  

I n  b a r e  o u t l i n e ,  t h e  s t o r y  of  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  
which u n f o l d e d  d u r i n g  a s e v e n  day p e r i o d  i n  mid - Ju ly  
c o n c e r n s  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  a  h i g h - l e v e l  m i s s i o n ,  headed  by 
Hs ieh  Fu-ch ih  and  Wang L i ,  t~ p e r s u a d e  t h e  two f a c t i o n s  
i n  t h i s  l a r g e  c e n t r a l  Ch ina  c i t y  t o  s t o p  f i g h t i n g  and  a c -  
c e p t  t h e  s i x - p o i n t  f o r m u l a  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  u n i t y  r e c e n t l y  
i s s u e d  by t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee.  A s  a p p l i e d  i n  Wuhan, 
however ,  t h i s  f o r m u l a  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  p r e f e r m e n t  o f  one  
f a c t i o n  ( d e s i g n a t e d  a n  a u t h e n t i c  w r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebe 1" 
o r g a n i z a t i o n )  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  ( l a b e l e d  a  " c o n s e r v a t i v e "  
o r g a n i z a t i o n )  a n d ,  i n  s o  d o i n g ,  r e v e r s e d  a n  e a r l i e r  d e c i -  
s i o n  made by t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y .  What is more ,  t h e  l e a d -  
e r s  o f  t h e  Wuhan M i l i t a r y  Reg ion  Command were t h e n  o r d e r e d  
t o  make a  p u b l i c  c o n f e s s i o n  o f  e r r o r  and  c o n d u c t  " s e l f -  
c r i t i c i s m "  b e f o r e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a s s e s .  R e p o r t e d l y  
i n f u r i a t e d ,  some l e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  command t h e n  e n c o u r a g e d  
( o r  a t  l e a s t  d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  p r e v e n t )  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  by 
t h e  much l a r g e r  l l c o n s e r v a t i v e "  f a c t i o n  (which  i n c l u d e d  
t r o o p s  from t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  g a r r i s o n )  t o  p r o t e s t  t h i s  
d e c i s i o n ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  which t h e  two l e a d e r s  f rom 
Pek ing  were s e i z e d  and Poughed up .  Al though t h i s  demon- 
s t r a t i o n  a p p e a r e d  i n t e n d e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  fo rm o f  p o l i t i -  
c a l  p r o t e s t ,  t h e  r e s p o n s e  i n  Pek ing  was o n e  o f  o u t r a g e ,  
c o u p l e d  w i t h  prompt and  e f f e c t i v e .  m e a s u r e s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  
r e l e a s e  o f  Mao l s  e m i s s a r i e s  and t o  c a l l  t h e  o f f e n d i n g  m i l i -  
t a r y  commanders t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  f o r  d e n u n c i a t i o n  and d i s -  
n i s s a l .  

I 



A s  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  e x t r e m i s t  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  Group o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  a p p e a r e d  d e t e r -  
mined t o  e x p l o i t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  own g o a l s .  
A d d r e s s i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of c o n t e n d i n g  f a c t i o n s  'from 
Honan i n  P e k i n g  on  2 1  J u l y ,  Kang Sheng a t t a c k e d  t h e  Wuhan 
M i l i t a r y  Rpg ion  f o r  h a v i n g  commi t t ed  a  "mu t inous  a c t "  and  
warned  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  " a n o t h e r  Wuhanfl o c c u r r i n g  
i n  Honan P r o v i n c e  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  I n  a n  e v e n  more 
i n f l a m m a t o r y  s p e e c h  on  t h e  same o c c a s i o n ,  Madame Mao 
e x h o r t e d  h e r  a u d i e n c e  of "young r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f i g h t e r s 1 ?  
n o t  " to b e  n a i v e " ,  a s  t h e i r  comrades  i n  Wuhan had b e e n ,  
b u t  r a t h e r  '?to t a k e  up  a rms  t o  d e f e n d  y o u r s e l v e s "  when 
a t t a c k e d  b y  t h e  "handfu l1 '  u s i n g  " p i s t o l s ,  r i f l e s ,  s p e a r s  
or swords . "  On 25 J u l y ,  H s i e h  Fu -ch ih  and Wang L i  re- 
c e i v e d  a f r e n z i e d  h e r o e s 1  welcome a t  a  m i l l i o n - s t r o n g  
mass  r a l l y  i n  P e k i n g ,  and  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  week 
Mao l s  p r o p a g a n d i s t s  mounted a  series o f  e d i t o r i a l  a t t a c k s  
on  " c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d e r s "  i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army, 
c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  s h r i l l  c a l l  i n  t h e  31 J u l y  Red F l a g  -- 
e d i t o r i a l  t o  " b r i n g  down" and  "sweep t h e  h a n d f u l  o f  p a r t y  
and  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n s  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  
r o a d  c o m p l e t e l y  and t o t a l l y  i n t o  t h e  j u n k y a r d .  " 

R e f l e c t i n g  t h i s  t o u g h  l i n e  t oward  d i s s i d e n t  or 
p o t e n t i a l l y  d i s s i d e n t  m i l i t a r y  commanders i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  
L i n  P i a o  d e l i v e r e d  a  m a j o r  poL icy  s p e e c h  on 9 August  t o  
a  g a t h e r i n g  o f  t o p  p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  ( b o t h  
c e n t r a l  and  r e g i o n a l )  i n  P e k i n g .  A s  h e  h a d ' o n  e a r l i e r  
o c c a s i o n s ,  L i n  d e f e n d e d  c h a o s  o r  " u p h e a v a l H  a s  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
( t o  lvexpose" r e a c t i o n a r y  t h i n g s  and  r e a c t i o n a r y  p e r s o n s )  
and c o u n s e l e d  t h o s e  p r e s e n t ,  e v e n  when u n j u s t l y  a t t a c k e d ,  
" t o  s t a n d  up  t o  i t  and r e s t r a i n  your  a n g e r . "  L i n ' s  s p e e c h  
was d i r e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  , however ,  a t  t h o s e  "comrades" who, 
t h r o u g h  l a c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  l* 

had made " m i s t a k e s ' ?  i n  v a r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s ,  r e a c t i n g  
t o  a t t a c k s  on  t h e i r  " M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  Commands" by  l tsup-  
p r e s s i n g  t h e  masses." The remedy,  a s  L i n  r e i t e r a t e d  for  
e m p h a s i s ,  was fo r  t h e s e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  t o  q u i c k l y  
a d m i t  t h e i r  " m i s t a k e s "  by c a r r y i n g  o u t  p u b l i c  "self-  
cri t icism1'  ( a s  t h e  Wuhan M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n  Commander Chen 
T s a i - t a o  had r e f u s e d  t o  d o ) ,  "so t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
r e b e l s  may b e  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  and  t h e i r  own m i s t a k e s  t h e i r  



own t e a c h i n g  m a t e r i a l s . "  If n o t ,  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e s e  m i l i -  
t a r y  l e a d e r s  would b e  t h e  same a s  t h a t  o f  Chen T s a i - t a o  
--"to have t h e i r  p i g t a i l s  grabbed."  

A d d i t i o n a l  e v i d e n c e  of  what might  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  
o v e r - r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  t h e  Wuhan 
I n c i d e n t  was t h e  d e c i s i o n  i n  e a r l y  August t o  arm s e l e c t e d  
Red Guard and " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l "  u n i t s ,  b o t h - i n  Pek ing  * 

and t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  s a f e g u a r d i n g  p r o p e r t y ,  
m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r  and " a s s u r i n g  t h e  smooth development 
o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  
p o t e n t i a l l y  e x p l o s i v e  move was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Mao Tse-tung" 
h i m s e l f ,  quo ted  i n  a  w a l l  p o s t e r  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  "everyone s h o u l d  be p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  up -. 
bayone t s . "  When combined w i t h  Madame Maols  e a r l i e r  c a l l  
of  22 J u l y  t o  Red Guards " t o  t a k e  up arms" under  t h e  
s l o g a n  " a t t a c k  by r e a s o n ,  defend by f o r c e , "  t h e  s t a g e  
was set f o r  a  new form of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l l i o n "  d i r e c t -  
e d  toward a  second  " s e i z u r e  o f  p o w e r , " , t h i s  t i m e  from 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders and newly e s t a b l i s h e d  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  committees" i n  s e v e r a l  p r o v i n c e s .  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  was abou t  t o  e n t e r  an  " u l t r a - L e f t i s t "  phase ,  ' 

a s  i t  would be c a l l e d  when t h e  v i o l e n c e  and anarchy  i t  
u n l e a s h e d  would n e c e s s i t a t e  a  h a s t y  r e t r e a t .  

The r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  s e i z e  m i l i t a r y  
power was, g i v e n  t h e  p remises  of  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n , "  q u i t e  l o g i c a l .  A s  r e v e a l e d  i n  Red Guard p u b l i c a -  , 

t i o n s  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  r e a s o n  why V e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s "  
had been v s u p p r e s s e d u  i n  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  was t h a t  " m i l i -  
t a r y  power" i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  had been "usurped" b y  "pe r sons  
o f  t h e  Liu  Shao-chi-Teng Hsiao-ping h e a d q u a r t e r s . "  I n  
terms of t h e  d i a l e c t i c s  of  t h e  ' q c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  
t h e  "main c o n t r a d i c t i o n "  was no l o n g e r  o n e  w i t h  " t h e  
h a n d f u l  i n  t h e  P a r t y "  (who had been "dragged out1'  i n  t h e  
p r e c e d i n g  y e a r )  b u t  w i t h  " t h e  h a n d f u l  i n  t h e  Army." 
Aided by Red Guards s e n t  o u t  from P e k i n g ,  l o c a l  " revo lu -  * 

t i o n a r y  r e b e l s v  were, a c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  p lan ;  " t o  u n i t e  
w i t h  t h e  broad masses  of P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army c a d r e s  
and f i g h t e r s ,  d r a g  o u t  t h e s e  e x e c u t i o n e r s  and r e c a p t u r e  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  power usurped  by them." T h e r e  a r e  c r e d i b l e  
r p p o r t s ,  moreover ,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  
Commander was s e i z e d  and shame-paraded a t  t h i s  t i m e .  



P a r a l l e l i n g  t h i s  d r i v e  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  " r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  r e b e l s t '  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  'were 
a l s o  i n c i t e d  by extremist members of  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu-  
t i o n  Group t o  seize a  g r e a t e r  s h a r e  of power o v e r  t h e  
c o n d u c t  o f  C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s .  I n  p a r t  a  f u n c t i o n  
of t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  Chen 
I ,  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  w i t h i n  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  
p r e s s u r e s  e x e r t e d  b y  m i l i t a n t s  t o  i n j e c t  a new " r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y "  c o n t e n t  i n t o  C h i n a ' s  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  t o  
c o n v e r t  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t r y  and f o r e i g n  s e r v i c e  o f f i c i a l s  
i n t o  " r e d  d i p l o m a t i c  f i g h t e r s . "  Exempl i fy ing  t h i s  new 
t y p e  of  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i p l o m a t  was  Yao Teng:shan who 
had r e t u r n e d  kn g l o r y  a f t e r  b e i n g  e x p e l l e d  from D j a k a r t a  
i n  A p r i l  and who, i t  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  c h a r g e d ,  headed t h e  
d r i v e  t o  "seize power" i n  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  i n  Augus t .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s h a r p  t u r n  t o  t h e  l e f t  were 
n e a r l y  c a t a s t r o p h i c .  I n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  a  r e i g n  o f  ter- 
r o r  d i r e c t e d  a t  f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s  was i n s t i t u t e d  i n  Pek- 
i n g ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  r a n s a c k i n g  and b u r n i n g  of t h e  
B r i t i s h  Chancery and t h e  manhandl ing  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Charge  
on  22 August .  I n  d o m e s t i c  p o l i c y ,  a l t h o u g h  no  s i n g l e  
i n c i d e n t  s e r v e d  t o  d r a m a t i z e  t h e  damaging effects  of  t h e  
new m i l i t a n c e  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t , "  t h e  consequ-  
e n c e s  were more s e r i o u s ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  u n i t y  and 
s t a b i l i t y  of  Mao's " p r o l e t a r i a n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  , "  o f  t h e  
newly e s t a b l i s h e d  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees"  i n  t h e  
p r o v i n c e s ,  and a l s o  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army i t -  
s e l f .  The d i s c o v e r y  t h a t ,  a t  a  t i m e  o f  mount ing  v i o l e n c e  
and  economic d i s o r d e r ,  " f a c t i o n a l i s m "  had s p r e a d  from t h e  
Red Guards  and l t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s "  i n t o  t h e  Army was 
most  a l a r m i n g  of  a l l .  T h e r e  was no c h o i c e  i n  l a t e  August 
b u t  to  a p p l y  t h e  b rakes ,  p u l l  b a c k ,  a s s e s s  t h e  damage, 
and . i n i t i a t e  a t r e n d  toward  m o d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  l ' c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  which would l a s t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  
1967.  



Modera t  i o n  Again (~e~tember-~ecember 1967)  

" T h i s  n a t i o n - w i d e  d i s t u r b a n c e  is t h e  
l a s t  of i ts  k i n d .  The Army is a l s o  d i s -  
t u r b e d  t h i s  time. A f t e r  t h i s  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  
t h e  who le  c o u n t r y  w i l l  be i n  p e a c e  and  be- 
come t h e  r e g i m e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels. 
I t  is t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  Committee t h a t  a l l o w s  
t h i s  n a t i o n - w i d e  d i s t u r b a n c e . "  --Ma0 Tse - tung ,  
Quo ted  i n  Can ton  Hung Wei-ping (Red G u a r d s ) ,  
23 O c t o b e r  1967  

I 

The  u n f o l d i n g  of  Mao t s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n ' ~  had 
r o u g h t  C h i n a  by  t h e  end  of Augus t  t o  t h e  b r i n k  o f  a n a r c h y ,  
e a t u r i n g  p i t c h e d  ba t t l e s  by  h e a v i l y  armed f a c t i o n s  i n  
e a r l y  a l l  o f  C h i n a ' s  p r o v i n c e s .  R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  g r a v i t y  
f t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  Maovs  new l e a d e r s h i p  team i n  P e k i n g  
o u l d  s e e k  t o  a c h i e v e  two s e p a r a t e  b u t  r e l a t e d  o b j e c t i v e s  
n  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  months  o f  1967:  (1) t o  c a r r y  o u t  a  
eries o f  m e a s u r e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e s t o r e  minimum l e v e l s  
f p u b l i c  o r d e r  and  p r o d u c t i o n ;  and  (2) t o  d i s s o c i a t e  
a o  and  h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  f rom r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o r  t h e  v i o l e n c e  and l a w l e s s n e s s  e n d e m i c . i n  China  b y  
i n d i n g  new s c a p e g o a t s .  The g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  crisis was 
uch  t h a t  f o r  t h e  first t i m e  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s a c r i f i c e  

number o f  p r o m i n e n t  members o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
r o u p ,  h o l d i n g  them, r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p o l i c i e s  t h e y  were 
d m i n i s t e r i n g ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  " n a t i o n - w i d e  d i s t u r b -  
nce" i n  Ch ina .  

The v e h i c l e  f o r  announc ing  t h e  s h a r p  r e v e f s a l  i n  
o l i c y  was a 5 September  s p e e c h  by  Madame Mao i n  P e k i n g  
h i c h  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  d i s s e m i n a t e d  f o r  " s tudy"  t o  a l l  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s ,  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  c o m m i t t e e s ,  
nd r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  coun- 
r y .  A s  a  c o n f i r m e d  e x t r e m i s t  and  a  c o n f i d a n t e  o f  Mao, 
h i a n g  C h i n g  was no d o u b t  s e l e c t e d  a s  a spokesman whose 
ronouncemen t s  would be  a c c e p t e d  a s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  by t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t , "  t h e  more s o  s i n c e  most  o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  
he  now c r i t i c i z e d  i n  t h i s  s p e e c h  were o n e s  w i t h  which  
h e  was f o r m e r l y  a s s o c i a t e d .  The  c e n t r a l  theme o f  h e r  



s p e e c h  was  a v i g o r o u s  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
t h e  newly formed p r o v i n c i a l  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s , "  
and  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army a g a i n s t  t h e  r e c e n t  a t -  
t a c k  ("a g u s t  o f  f o u l  wind")  l a u n c h e d  b y  "wicked p e o p l e  ... 
a p p e a r i n g  e i t h e r  as ' u l t r a - L e f  t ist ' or R i g h t i s t  I' who 
were a t t e m p t i n g  t o  unde rmine  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  
E x e m p l i f y i n g  t h i s  new t h r e a t  by  " u l t r a - L e f t i s t s "  was t h e  
"May 1 6  Corps1*, a  " c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  
w h i c h  s o u g h t  l1 t o  undermine  t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  
h e a d e d  b y  Chai rman Mao" by " c e n t e r i n g  i ts o p p o s i t i o n  o n  
Premier Chou E n - l a i . "  Another  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e s e  "bad 
p e o p l e "  was " to  d i s s o l v e  a l l  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" 
wh ich  hd b e e n  se t  up  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  " w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  
of t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee ,"  t h u s  d e p r i v i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
of its v i t a l  " l e a d e r s h i p  o r g a n s . "  

T h e  b u l k  o f  Madame M a o t s  s p e e c h ,  however ,  was de-  
v o t e d  t o  r e p u d i a t i n g  t h e  "armed s t r u g g l e "  by Red Guards  
and  V e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" i n c i t e d  by t h e  s l o g a n s  " s e i z e  
a s m a l l  h a n d f u l  i n  t h e  Army" (which had a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  
31 J u l y  Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l )  and " a t t a c k  by w o r d s ,  d e f e n d  
by  f o r c e v w h i c h  s h e  h e r s e l f  had advanced  i n  a  s p e e c h  o f  
22 J u l y . )  The w i d e - r a n g i n g  a s s a u l t  o f  t h e  PLA which  had 
t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  e x h o r t a t i o n s  was  r e v e a l e d  
i n  h e r  s t a t e m e n t :  -"Everywhere w e  s e i z e d  t h e i r  g u n s ,  b e a t  
them u p  and  s c o l d e d  them. B u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  s t r i k e  b a c k  
or a r g u e . "  A l though  p r a i s i n g  t h e  f o r e b e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  u n d e r  t h i s  a t t a c k ,  Madame Mao made c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e r e  were l i m i t s  t o  t h i s  f o r e b e a r a n c e ,  w a r n i n g  r e p e a t -  
e d l y  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  " c r e a t i n g  chaos"  i n  "ou r  f i e l d  
a r m i e s . "  And t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  a t t a c k s  would c e a s e ,  
s h e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  i t  was no l o n g e r  p e r m i t t e d  f o r  Red 
G u a r d s  t o  t r a v e l  a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  " k i n d l i n g  t h e  f i r e  
of r e v o l u t i o n  and  e x c h a n g i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e "  
as t h e y  had done  a  y e a r  e a r l i e r .  

On t h e  same d a y  a s  Madame M a o l s  s p e e c h ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Commit tee  i s s u e d  a  d i r e c t i v e  " f o r b i d d i n g  s e i z u r e  of a r m s ,  
equ ipmen t  and  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  s u p p l i e s  f rom t h e  PLA" and  
o r d e r i n g ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h a t  a l l  s u c h  a rms  and  e q u i p m e n t  
t h a t  had been  s e i z e d  "must be p u t  u n d e r  s e a l  and s t o r e d  
and  a  time l i m i t  s e t  f o r  t h e i r  r e t u r n . "  And f o r  t h e  
first time s i n c e  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commit tee  d i r e c t i v e  



o f  6 A p r i l ,  t h e  PLA was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  " h i t  back  i n  s e l f -  
d e f e n s e "  ( i .e .  open  f i r e ) ,  b u t  o n l y  when a t t a c k e d  by 
"mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s f f  a t t e m p t i n g  " t o  s e i q e  
t h e i r  weapons. " 

O t h e r  m e a s u r e s  i n d i c a t i n g  a  f i r m  r e s o l v e  td  p u t  
a n  end  t o  "armed s t r u g g l e "  a p p e a r e d  i n  a 1 September reso- 
l u t i o n  p a s s e d  by t h e  P e k i n g  M u n i c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Com- 
mittee. The f irst  o f  t h e s e  f o r b a d e  payment of  wages t o  
w o r k e r s  who had l e f t  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  p o s t s  t o  engage  i n  
"armed s t r u g g l e . "  The r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  demanded t h a t  
Red Guards  who had gone  o u t  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  
i n  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s  llmust r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  u n i t s  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y . 1 1  As s t r e s s e d  i n  a L i b e r a -  
t i o n  Army D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  o f  7 Sep tember ,  t h e s e  s t e p s  
were n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  o u t  "Chairman Mao's g rea ' t  
s t r a t e g i c  p l a n . "  

T h i s  p l a n  was  expounded i n  a  sdries  o f  "supreme 
i n s t r u c t i o n s f t  i s s u e d  by Mao Tse- tung  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  a n  e x t e n d e d  t o u p  i n  September  t h r o u g h  n o r t h ,  c e n t r a l -  
s o u t h  and  east  C h i n a ,  t h e  t o u r  itself a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  g r a v i t y  w i t h  which  P e k i n g  viewed t h i s  crisis i n  t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  l1 A 1  t hough  somewhat vague and 
o r a c u l a r  i n  t o n e ,  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  showed t h a t  Mao n o t  
o n l y  approved  t h e  series o f  m e a s u r e s  u n d e r  way t o  r e s t o r e  
o r d e r  b u t  viewed them a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  make f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  
t oward  t h e  g o a l s  o f  h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i ~ n . ~ ~  , 

Most o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e s e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  were n o t  new, h a v i n g  been  e n u n c i a t e d  i n  e a r l i e r  
s t a g e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  What had p roduced  t h e  r e c e n t  
" n a t i o n w i d e  d i s t u r . b a n c e W  was n o t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  them- 
s e l v e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  a s  Mao t o o k  g r e a t  p a i n s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e ,  
t h a t  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  had b e e n  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  and  m i s t a k -  
e n l y  a p p l i e d .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l e s s o n  wh ich  Mao 
a p p e a r e d  t o  d e r i v e  f rom h i s  September  r e v i e w  o f  deve lop -  
m e n t s  i n  t h e  f ' c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  was t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  
components  of  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n s  o f  power-- the 
PLA, t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s ,  and t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
r e b e l s v - - h a d  made "mis t akes"  and would t h e r e f o r e  ( a s  
p o i n t e d  o u t  by L i n  P i a o  i n  a  1 O c t o b e r  Na;ional Day 1 
s p e e c h )  o n c e  a g a i n  have  t o  u n d e r g o  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n ? '  and  
" i d e o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n . "  



The m o s t  p r e s s i n g  problem was " e d u c a t i n g "  t h e  Red 
Guards  and l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t ,  
as Mao p u t  i t ,  t h e i r  " t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  e x t r e m e  L e f t . "  T h i s ,  
of  c o u r s e ,  had a l r e a d y  o c c u r r e d ,  c r e a t i n g  wha t  Mao r e f e r -  
r e d  t o  e l s e w h e r e  a s  " t h e  c h i e f  d a n g e r  a t  t h e  moment1'--"that 
some p e o p l e  want  t o  beat down t h e  PLA," t o  " i n c i t e  t h e  
s o l d i e r s  t o  oppose  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s T 1  and  t o  c r e a t e  "chaos  
i n  t h e  Army." Another  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  phenomenon 
of " u l t r a - L e f  t i s m "  was " f a c t i o n a l i s m , "  a  problem which  
had b e d e v i l e d  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  f rom t h e  o u t s e t  
and t o  wh ich  Mao now t u r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  

F i r s t  were t h e  Olympian p ronouncemen t s ,  w i d e l y  pub- 
l i c i z e d ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  " t h e r e  is no  r e a s o n  whatso-  
e v e r  f o r  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  t o  s p l i t  i n t o  two g r e a t  ir- 
r e c o n c i l a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s v 1  and " t h e r e  is no c o n f l i c t  
of  f u n d a m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  Red Guards  
and r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . "  Next  was t h e  a d m i s s i o n ,  made more 
e x p l i c i t  i n  s p e e c h e s  by  o t h e r  t o p  l e a d e r s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
t h a t  r a d i c a l  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  P e k i n g  had b e e n  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s p r e a d i n g  " f a c t i o n a l i s m "  i n t o  t h e  . r a n k s  
of t h e  w o r k e r s  i n  J u l y  and Augus t .  A s  s t a t e d  by Kang 
Sheng on  20 Sep tember ,  t h e  "two g r e a t  f a c t i o n s  s t r u g g l i n g  
i n  f a c t o r i e s  have  been  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  two f a c t i o n s  
s t r u g g l i n g  i n  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  " 

The s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  problem a p p e a r e d  i n  a n o t h e r  
l l i n s t r u c t i o n l l  by  Chairman Mao g i v e n  wide  p u b l i c i t y  i n  mid- 
October - -" to  b u i l d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s  on t h e  
bas i s  of  t r a d e ,  p r o f e s s i o n ,  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  c l a s s  i n  s c h o o l . "  
I t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  b r e a k  u p  t h e  mass  " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  ( c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  w o r k e r s ,  
p e a s a n t s  and  c a d r e s )  wh ich  had become unmanageable ,  d i s -  
s o l v i n g  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  components  
which  t h e n  would become easier t o  c o n t r o l .  A p r ime  ob- 
j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  was t o  g e t  s t u d e n t  Red 
Guards ,  carriers o f  t h e  v i r u s  of  " f a c t i o n a l i s m , "  o u t  of  
t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and  r e t u r n  them t o  t h e  
c l a s s  room where  t h e y  would o n c e  a g a i n  ( a s  had happened 
i n  F e b r u a r y  and March) unde rgo  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n , "  a  c o u r s e  
o f  l l m i l i t a r y - p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g v  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  PLA. 



How t o  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
was t h e  theme 
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( 
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promote  "great u n i t y "  and e s t a b l i s h  " g r e a t  
a l l i a n c e s 1 1  b e  tween  f o r m e r l y  f e u d i n g  ltf  a c t i o n s t 1  
d o m i n a t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o -  

l u t i o n "  i n  September  and  O c t o b e r .  A s  e x p l a i n e d  by C h a i r -  
man Mao, t h e r e  were " t w o  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  a g r e a t  a l l i -  
ance , ' '  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  embodied i n  h i s  c a l l  a d d r e s s e d  t o  
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Lef  tl1 . a t  t h i s  t i m e  " t o  combat  s e l f i s h -  
n e s s  and  c r i t i c ize  and  r e p u d i a t e  r e v i s i o n i s m . "  Exempl i fy-  
i n g  t h e  f i rs t ,  t h r e e  p r o m i n e n t  l e a d e r s  o f  c o n t e n d i n g  Red 
Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  P e k i n g  engaged  i n  " s e l f - c r i t i c i s m t 1  
a t  a 20 September  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  P e k i n g  Red Guard C o n g r e s s  
of  C o l l e g e s  and  U n i v e r s i t i e s  and p l e d g e d  t o  fo rm a  " g r e a t  
a l l i a n c e t t  i n  advance  o f  N a t i o n a l  Day. 

The s e c o n d  p r e r e q u i s i t e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  l a u n c h i n g  
of  still  a n o t h e r  "campaign of  mass cr i t ic ism and r e p u d i a -  
t i o n  d i r e c t e d  a t  C h i n a ' s  Khrushchev,19 r e d i r e c t i n g  I f t h e  
s p e a r h e a d  of  s t r u g g l e "  away f rom i n t e r n e c i n e  s t r i f e  toward  
" t h e  h a n d f u l  o f  t o p  p a r t y  p e r s o n s  i n  a u t h o r i t y  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d . "  A s  s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  a  1 7  September  
L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l ,  t h e  i n t e n t  was t o  " g u i d e  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a s s e s  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  i n s t e a d  o f  back-  
ward,"  t o  d i s s u a d e  them f rom demanding a  s e t t l i n g  o f  " o l d  
a c c o u n t s . l l  A s  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  a l s o  made c l e a r ,  t h e  PLA 
was a s s i g n e d  t h e  main  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r p m o t i n g  " revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  i n  b o t h  s c h o o l s  and  f a c t o r i e s .  

A l though  a s s i g n e d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  r e s t o r -  
i n g  o r d e r  i n  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t , "  t h e  
PLA was still  d e n i e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  
t h i s  a s s i g n m e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  
a g a i n s t  u s e  o f  f o r c e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  l t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
masses  ," t h e  PLA r e c e i v e d  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  t h i s  
time n o t  t o  s u p p r e s s  t l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  
L i m i t e d  to  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  of i d e o l o g i c a l  and  p o l i -  
t i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  PLA1 s a u t h o r i t y  was f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  
by  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  o n l y  l ta  h a n d f u l  of  bad  p e r s o n s "  
i n  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t o  be h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
l l f a c t i o n a l i s m l t ,  and  t h a t  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  ( a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  
by  Chou E n - l a i  i n  a  9 O c t o b e r  s p e e c h )  " t o  r e l y  o n  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a s s e s  i n  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  e x p o s e  
and d e a l  w i t h  t h e m e f t  Compounding t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  was t h e  
a d m i s s i o n  .(in a n  a r t i c l e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  problem o f  t h e  : ,  1 



" u l t r a - L e f t "  i n  Hunan a t  t h i s  t i m e )  t h a t  " t h e  b r o a d  r e v o -  
l u t i o n a r y  m a s s e s .  . . f i n d  i t  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
c l e a r l y  t h e  c l a s s  enemy coming f rom t h e  L e f t . "  F o r b i d d e n  
t o  u s e  f o r c e  and  u n a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  v o l u n t a r y  c o m p l i a n c e ,  
t h e  PLA was p o w e r l e s s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  its a s s i g n e d  m i s s i o n .  
After a t e m p o r a r y  l u l l  i n  Sep tember  and  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  
problem o f  ' l f a c t i o n a l i s m l l  would o n c e  more become a c u t e ,  
t h r e a t e n i n g  by  t h e  end  o f  t h e  y e a r  t o  e n g u l f  Ch ina  o n c e  
a g a i n  i n  a n a r c h y .  

F u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t i n g  t h e i r  t a s k ,  PLA c a d r e s  were 
in fo rmed  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  t o o  would have  t o  under-  
g o  " t r a i n i n g  and  e d u c a t i o n "  t o  a t o n e  f o r  and p r e v e n t  t h e  
r e p e t i t i o n  o f  "mis t akes"  t h e y  had commit ted  i n  " s u p p o r t -  
i n g  t h e  L e f t t 1  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t a g e  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n . "  A s  r e p o r t e d  by a  h i g h - l e v e l  o f f i c i a l  who 
accompanied Mao d u r i n g  h i s  September  t o u r  o f  t h e  pro-  
v  i n c e s ,  " t h e  Chairman was v e r y  c o n c e r n e d '  o v e r  t h i s  ques-  
t i o n  and r e p e a t e d l y  a sked  t h e  comrades  o f  v a r i o u s  u n i t s  
how and why t h e y  made m i s t a k e s .  l1 The mos t  i m p o r t a n t  
r e a s o n , . a c c o r d i n g  t o  Mao, was t h a t  "Army c a d r e s  have  n o t  
been  e d u c a t e d  o v e r  a  l o n g  t i m e  and  h a v e  n o  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  
t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n . "  To h e l p  c o r r e c t  t h i s  d e f i c i e n c y ,  " t r a i n -  
i n g  classes" f o r  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  c a d r e s  f rom t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
were h e l d  i n  P e k i n g  b e g i n n i n g  i n  Sep tember  and e x t e n d i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  of  t h e  y e a r .  

A q u i c k e r ,  more e f f e c t i v e  remedy f o r  t h e s e  " m i s -  
t a k e s f 1  commit ted  by t h e  PLA i n  " s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  L e f t f 1  ( i . e . ,  
s u p p o r t i n g  l l c o n s e r v a t  i v e "  r a t  h e r  t h a n  " r e v ~ l u t i o n a r y ~ ~  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s )  was t o  o r d e r  t h e  Army t o  d i s e n g a g e  
from f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e s  a l t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  o r d e r  a p p e a r e d  
i n  a  1 7  Sep tember  L i b e r a t i o n  &my D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  
i n j u n c t i o n  t o  Army t r o o p s  " n o t  t o  i n v o l v e  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  
s t r u g g l e s  among groups"  a n d ,  more s u c c i n c t l y ,  i n  t h e  s l o g a n  
e n u n c i a t e d  i n  s p e e c h e s  t h e  same day  by Chou E n - l a i  and 
Madame Mao: l l s u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t  and n o t  j u s t  f a c t i o n s . "  
An i m p o r t a n t  a n c i l l a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  was t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  v i r u s  o f  " f a c t i o n a l i s m 1 '  f rom 
s p r e a d i n g  f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  Army. 

C i v i l i a n  p a r t y  a n d '  government  c a d r e s - - t h e  t h i r d  
component o f  t h e  " three-way a l l i a n c e 1 ' - - w e r e  t o  be g i v e n  



/still a n o t h e r  c h a n c e  " t o  c o r r e c t  t h e i r  m i s t a k e s 1 '  by t a k i n g  
l p a r t  i n  t h i s  " t r a i n i n g 1 '  program i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1967.  A s  . 

s u g g e s t e d  by a n o t h e r  M a o i s t  i n s t r u c t i o n  ("it is n e c e s s a r y  
t o  expand t h e  area o f  e d u c a t i o n  and d i m i n i s h  t h e  a r e a  
u n d e r  a t t a c k " ) ,  however ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  
" t r a i n i n g t 1  program t h i s  time was to  p r o t e c t  t h e s e  c a d r e s  
f rom t h e  p u n i t i v e ,  w h o l e s a l e  a t t a c k s  t o  wh ich  t h e y  had 
b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  by " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels. l' The t i m e  had 
come t o  reassert  Mao's  "mi ld  c a d r e  p o l i c y , "  a s  e x e m p l i f i e d  
i n  h i s  a d m o n i t i o n  t h a t  "it is n o t  good t o  b e a t  t h e  c a d r e s ,  
p u n i s h  them by making  them k n e e l  on  t h e  g r o u n d ,  hang 
s i g n  b o a r d s  o n  t h e i r  n e c k s  and p u t  dunce  c a p s  on them." 

As d i s c u s s e d  . i n  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  
e d i t o r i a l  o f  2 1  O c t o b e r ,  t h i s - n e w  p o l i c y  was  b a s e d  on  t h e  
r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  " c o r r e c t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  c a d r e s w  was " t h e  
k e y  t o  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  three-way a l l i a n c e ,  
c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y . g r e a t  a l l i a n c e  and  making 
a s u c c e s s  of  t h e  s t r u g g l e - c r i t  i c i sm- t r ans ' f  o r m a t  i o n  move- 
ment  i n  e a c h  u n i t . "  T h e r e  was a n  u r g e n t  need  t o  r e c r u i t  
" r e v o l u t  i o n a r  y  c a d r e s w  who, b e q a u s e  o f  t h e i r  " r i c h e r  
e x p e r i e n c e .  . . better o r g a n i z i n g  and  work ing  a b i l i t y  and  
h i g h e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  p o l i c y , "  would " s e r v e  a s  t h e  c o r e  
and  backbone i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o v i s i o n a l  o r g a n s  o f  
power1'--the " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commi t t ee s . "  And s i n c e ,  t h e  
e d i t o r i a l  asserted,  " t h e  r a n k s  o f  o u r  c a d r e s  have  become 
p u r e r ,  s t r o n g e r  and more  vigorous,^ i t  would  be p o s s i b l e  
" t o  l e t  l a r g e  g r o u p s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s  . . . j  o i n  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n a l  power o r g a n s  f o r  a  three-way a l l i a n c e  on  a l l  
l e v e l s .  

The f i n a l  and p e r h a p s  most  i m p o r t a n t  " i n s t r u c t i o n "  
conveyed  by Chairman Mao d u r i n g  h i s  Sep tember  t o u r  was 
t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s e t t i n g  u p  a  new g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  
( t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees") i n  a l l  t h e  29 p r o v i n c e s  
a n d  ma jo r  c i t i e s  o f  C h i n a  be speeded  up  and  comple t ed  by 
t h e  end  o f  J a n u a r y  1968.  Whereas o n l y  s e v e n  o f  t h e s e  had 
b e e n  formed i n  t h e  first n i n e  months o f  1 9 6 7 ,  i t  was now 
i n t e n d e d  t o  create 22 i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  four -month  p e r i o d  
i n  o r d e r  ( i n  Mao?s words )  t h a t  "problems o f  t h e  whole  
c o u n t r y  c o u l d  be s o l v e d  b a s i c a l l y  and t h e  who le  s i t u a t i o n  . 
p u t  i n t o  t h e  normal  t r a c k  b e f o r e  t h e  S p r i n g  F e s t i v a l . "  
To meet t h i s  d e a d l i n e ,  i t  was no l o n g e r  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e l y  



on t h e  l o n g ,  drawn-out ,  cumbrous  and  g e n e r a l l y  u n s u c c e s s -  
f u l  method o f  l l s e i z u r e  of  power" f r o m  be low.  I n s t e a d ,  
i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  impose s o l u t i o n s  from above ,  hammer- 
i n g  o u t  a g r e e m e n t s  i n  P e k i n g  on t h e  bas i s  of  M a o f s  d i r e c -  
t i v e  l ' t o  s o l v e  t h e  p rob lems  o f  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s  o n e  by  
one."  A s  r e p o r t e d  by  Chou E n - l a i  on  2 6  Sep tember ,  d e l e -  
g a t i o n s  from 1 2  p r o v i n c e s  had come t o  P e k i n g  f o r  j u s t  
t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  a development  w h i c h  Chairman Mao had h a i l e d  
a s  l 'goodlf, b e c a u s e  ' ' t hey  have  a l l  come t o  l o o k  t o  t h e  
C e n t r a l  Commit tee  t o  s o l v e  t h e i r  p rob lems .  l1 

C h o u ' s  p r e d i c t i o n  i n  t h i s  s p e e c h  t h a t  "it is n o t  
p o s s i b l e  t o  s o l v e  v e r y  q u i c k l y  t h e  p rob lems  o f  t h e  1 2  
p r o v i n c e s 1 '  was a n  a c c u r a t e  o n e .  Emphas i z ing  t h a t  "we 
mus t  s e r i o u s l y  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  i n  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  
manner" w i t h  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  army, r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  l e a d i n g  c a d r e s  and  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s sembled  i n  P e k i n g ,  t h e  Premier i n -  
d i c a t e d  a major s t u m b l i n g  b l o c k  wh ich  would p r e v e n t  r a p i d  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e s e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commi t t ee s" - - tha t  
t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  and membership o f  t h e s e  c o m m i t t e e s  c o u l d  
n o t  be a r b i t r a r i l y  d e c r e e d  f rom above  b u t  would h a v e  t o  
be  app roved  b y  a l l  t h r e e  g r o u p s  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e s e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  o r g a n s  o f  power. T h i s  meant  t h a t  t o p  l e a d e r s  o f  
t h e  P a r t y  C e n t e r  ( n o t a b l y  Chou h i m s e l f )  would be f o r c e d  
t o  spend  n i g h t  a f t e r  n i g h t  i n  p r o t r a c t e d  and  e x h a u s t i n g  
n e g o t i a t i n g  s e s s i o n s  l a s t i n g  a month o r  more ,  d u r i n g  
wh ich  t h e  two l l f a c t i o n s "  f rom t h e  p r o v i n c e  c o n c e r n e d  
w r a n g l e d  o v e r  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  and s h a r e  o f  
power t o  be a l l o t t e d  each .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e l a y  
imposed by t h i s  t ime-consuming and  l a b o r i o u s  p r o c e s s ,  
o n l y  s e v e n  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o v i n c e s  and  ma jo r  c i t i e s  had s u c -  
c e e d e d  i n  p r o c l a i m i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees" by  o r  
n e a r  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  S p r i n g  F e s t i v a l .  

A l though  t h e  t r e n d  toward  m o d e r a t i o n  i n i t i a t e d  i n  
l a t e  August  c o n t i n u e d ,  two m a j o r  components  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  
t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  had r u n  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t y  by t h e  end  o f  
t h e  y e a r .  F i r s t ,  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  f rom below 
by " e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s  on  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  t r a d e ,  p r o f e s s i o n ,  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  c l a s s  i n  s c h o o l f '  
was f o u n d e r i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  l l r e v o l u t  i o n a r y  
mass o r g a n i z a t  i o n s p f  i n  many areas t o  comply v o l u n t a r i l y  



v i t h  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e .  F o r b i d d e n  by Mao t o  u s e  f o r c e  and 
' to  s u p p r e s s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  , " t h e  PLA 
vas p o w e r l e s s  t o  cope  w i t h  t h e  f r e s h  o u t b r e a k  of " f a c t i o n -  
~ l i s m "  i n  November and  December which  t h r e a t e n e d  o n c e  
& g a i n  t o  p l u n g e  large a r e a s  o f  China  i n t o  "armed s t r u g -  
gle" and a n a r c h y .  

The u n d e r t a k i n g  t o  r e a t o r e  o r d e r  f rom above  by 
3peeding u p  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a  new government  s t r u c t u r e  
lad a lso f a l l e n  far s h o r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g o a l .  H e r e  
i g a i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r e a s o n  t h i s  program had n o t  p r o g r e s s e d  
Faster was Mao1 s i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  
' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  be h e a r d  i n  t h e  
l e g o t i a t i n g  p r o c e s s  and r e c e i v e  g e n u i n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
Ln t h e  new o r g a n s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  power.  D e s p i t e  t h e  
: e v e r s e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  1967,  Mao Tse - tung  a p p e a r e d  
l e t e r m i n e d  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  y e a r  o n  c a r r y i n g  h i s  
' c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  e n d .  

P r o s p e c t s  

"The Chairman h a s  c a l l e d  fo r  s e t t i n g  
p e o p l e  i n  m o t i o n  t h e  first y e a r ,  w i n n i n g  v i c -  
t o r y  i n  t h e  second  y e a r  and f i n i s h i n g  t h e  
work i n  t h e  t h i r d  y e a r . "  --Hsieh Fu-chih ,  
Speech  on  " F i g h t  S e l f ,  R e p u d i a t e  R e v i s i o n i s m , "  
5 O c t o b e r  1967 

The announcement  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1967 t h a t  t h e  time- 
t a b l e  f o r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n w  had been  
e x t e n d e d  t o  mid-1969 r e f l e c t e d  a new a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  c a r r y i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  
t o  t h e  e n d .  C e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  new a p p r e c i a t i o n  was t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  "seize power" i n  1967,  
which  had s t a r t e d  so e x u b e r a n t l y  i n  t h e  " J a n u a r y  Revolu- 
t i o n , "  had been  a f a i l u r e .  

The a d m i s s i o n  of f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  "seize powerv move- 
ment a p p e a r e d  i n  a r e m a r k a b l y  c a n d i d  s p e e c h  b y  Chou En- 
l a i  d e l i v e r e d  i n  P e k i n g  o n  8 November t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  



of r i v a l  worke r  and  Red &ard g r o u p s  f rom Canton .  Wi th  
t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  S h a n g h a i ,  Chou e x p l a i n e d ,  t h e  "rebelsf1 
had n o t  been  able " t o  seize power i n  a  p r o p e r  wayu be- 
c a u s e  of t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  fo rm " g r e a t   alliance^,'^ a  
r e s u l t  i n  t u r n  of  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and  a c t  
upon "Chairman Mao1 s r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e .  " What had hap- 
pened  i n  most  cases was t h a t  "power was s e i z e d  b y  o n l y  
one  f a c t i o n , "  w h i c h ' i n v i t e d  c o u n t e r - s e i z u r e  by a n o t h e r  
f a c t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  " s e i z u r e  o f  power became s u r r e n d e r  o f  
power and  power c o u l d  n o t  be r e t a i n e d . "  

After t h e  Army had b e e n  c a l l e d  i n  t o  e x e r c i s e  
t h i s  power t e m p o r a r i l y ,  a  s e c o n d  a t t e m p t  ( b e g i n n i n g  i n  
A p r i l )  had b e e n  made t o  u n i t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a s s e s  
i n t o  " g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  u n d e r  t h e  s l o g a n  " t a k e  t h e  L e f t  a s  
t h e  c o r e . "  Bu t  t h i s  a t t e m p t  a l s o  had f a i l e d - - " n o  m a t t e r  
which  g r o u p  you t o o k  a s  t h e  c o r e ,  t h i n g s  d i d  n b t  work 
ou tM--because  i t  t o o  had promoted " f a c t i o n a l i s m , "  l e a d i n g  
t o  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  l a b e l i n g  of "mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s 1 '  
a s  " R i g h t i s t , "  " c o n ~ e r v a t i v e ~ ~  or " r o y a l i s t s  w i t h  guns . "  
The way t o  overcome t h i s  " f a c t i o n a l i s m "  i n  t h e  new s t a g e  
of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  Chou emphasized,  was t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  
a l l  "mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  were l ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y , "  t h a t  " a l l  
t h e  masses a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  to  make r e v o l u t i o n . "  A s  was 
t o  be e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  P r e m i e r  s p e n t  l i t t l e  time e x p l a i n i n g  
why t h e  "seize power" movement had f a i l e d ,  m e r e l y  p o i n t -  
i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e  " q u e s t i o n  of power s e i z u r e w  was  a  new 
one  (Marx, E n g e l s ,  L e n i n  a n d  S t a l i n  had neve r  d i s c u s s e d  
i t )  which  "Chairman Maon had b r o u g h t  u p  and t h e r e f o r e  
r e q u i r e d  " s t u d y  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p r a c t i c e . "  

The f a i l u r e  o f  Maols  g r a n d  d e s i g n  t o  m o b i l i z e  t h e  
f o r c e s  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t ' '  t o  "seize powerw f rom 
below n e c e s s i t a t e d  a f u n d a m e n t a l  change  i n  s t r a t e g y  i n  
t h e  f a l l  o f  1967 t o  o n e  e m p h a s i z i n g  c o n t r o l  f rom above .  
An i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  c e n t r a l i z e d  
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic  l i f e  o f  t h e  coun- 
t r y  was t h e  d e c i s i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  convene  t h e  l o n g  de- 
l a y e d  " N i n t h  P a r t y  C o n g r e s ~ ~ ~  i n  1968.  A s  r e v e a l e d  by  
H s i e h  Fu-chih  i n  a 26 O c t o b e r  s p e e c h  and i n  s u r r o u n d i n g  
commentary, t h i s  d e c i s i o n  r e f l e c t e d  a n  i n t e n t i o n  t o  b r i n g  
t o  a n  e n d  t h e  c h a o s  wh ich  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  " e x t e n s i v e  
democracy" had produced  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r ,  a  s i t u a t i o n  



n  wh ich  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  had c o n s i s t e d  l a r g e l y  of b r i n g -  
n g  W a o  T s e - t u n g l s  t h o u g h t  i n t o ,  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
asses.?' I t  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  d i s e n c h a n t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  pe r -  
ormance o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army i n  1967,  s p e c i -  
i c a l l y  its f a i l u r e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  . 
u p p o r t  t o  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  

H s i e h ' s  s p e e c h  s u g g e s t e d  ' t h a t  a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  
e a s o n  f o r  r e s u r r e c t i n g  t h e  P a r t y  was t h e  need t o  r e c r u i t  
x p e r i e n c e d  c a d r e s  q u i c k l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r l y  
r o c e s s e s  i n  t h e  government  and  economy o f  Ch ina .  T h i s  
o a l  was t o  be a c h i e v e d  by  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  p a r t y  c o n g r e s s  
f rom t h e  t o p  downward, l f  ' by  h a v i n g  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee 
elect  t h o s e  who would a t t e n d .  Wi th  t h e  inducement  o f  

c h a n c e  t o  re sume  p o s i t i o n s  of  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  
overnment  and  economic  a p p a r a t u s ,  i t  c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d  
h a t  a l a r g e  number o f  v e t e r a n  p a r t y  c a d r e s  would s t e p  
o rward  t o  denounce  L i u  Shao-chi  and  j o i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  
he M a o i s t s .  Al though t h e r e  was some u n c e r t a i n t y  a s  t o  
he  t i m i n g  ( H s i e h  men t ioned  b o t h  May and  September  a s  
l o s s i b l e  d a t e s ) ,  c o n v e n i n g  of  t h e  N i n t h  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s  
n  1 9 6 8  a t t e n d e d  by c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s  would 
lermit t h e  v o t i n g  o u t  o f  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  "handfu l "  o f  M a o f s  
~ p p o n e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y , *  t h e  f o r m a l  i n v e s t i t u r e  o f  
' a o l s  new l e a d e r s h i p  team, and t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  
, r e a t  v i c t o r y  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
e v o l u t i o n .  'I The c r e a t i o n  o f  a r e v i t a l i z e d  C h i n e s e  Com- 
lunlst  , P a r t y  s t a f f e d  by  t r u s t w o r t h y  l f r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c -  
e s s o r s "  h a s ,  of c o u r s e ,  been  a  p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e  o f  Mao1 s 
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u  t ion1? from t h e  o u t s e t .  

*Although o n l y  a r o u g h  e s t i m a t e ,  t h e  l f h a n d f u l l l  ( t h e  
:erm employed i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  8 Augus t  1966  C e n t r a l  Com- 
lit tee d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n f 1 )  had p r o b a b l y  
'rdwn by t h e  end  of 1967 t o  encompass  s e v e r a l  t housand  
e a d e r s h i p  c a d r e s  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l ,  r e g i o n a l  and  p r o v i n c i a l  

l e v e l s  of  t h e  P a r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  n e a r l y  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  
P o l . i t b u r o .  h a l f  of t h e  f u l l  members o'f t h e  C e n t r a l  Com- 
mittee,  and  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  f i r s t  
s e c r e t a r i e s .  



P r o g r e s s  toward  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g o a l s  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  1967  was minimal  and a c h i e v e d  o n l y  a t  g r e a t  
cos t ,  The f i r s t  g o a l - - t h a t  of d i s c r e d i t i n g  and ove r th row-  
i n g  Mao l s  m a j o r  o p p o n e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  Party--was a c h i e v e d  
r e a d i l y  enough,  b u t  i n  most  c a s e s  t h e  power from 
t h e s e  o p p o n e n t s  had t h e n  t o  be r e l i n q u i s h e d  t o  t h e  Army. 
Another  i m p o r t a n t  r e s u l t  o f  Mao's c a l l  t o  "seize power" 
f rom below had b e e n  t o  i n c u l c a t e  w i d e s p r e a d  con tempt  
among Red Guards  and  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" f o r  a u t h o r i t y  
of any  k i n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  new " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a ry"  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  e v e n  t h a t  o f  t h e  P a r t y  C e n t e r .  F o r  
t h e s e  r e a s o n s , M a o ' s  power t o  c o n t r o l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  Ch ina  
- - l i k e  t h a t  o f  o t h e r " 1 e a d e r s - - p r o b a b l y  d e c l i n e d  i n  1967.  

P r o g r e s s  toward  t h e  s e c o n d  g o a l - - t h a t  o f  i d e n t i f y -  
i n g  and t r a i n i n g  t r u s t w o r t h y  l t r e v o l u  t i o n a r y  succes so r s1 ' - -  
was l i m i t e d  and  uneven .  A t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  many y o u t h f u l  
Red Guards  a n d  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s v  a p p e a r e d  to b e  
e n t h u s i a s t i c  i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  After 
more t h a n  a  y e a r  o f  v i o l e n c e  and b l o o d s h e d  and e s p e c i a l l y  
a f t e r  t h e i r  r e c e n t  demot ion  t o  a p o s i t i o n  o f  s e c o n d a r y  
i m p o r t a n c e ,  it is l i k e l y  t h a t  many among t h e  younger  
g e n e r a t i o n  i n  Ch ina  h a v e  grown c y n i c a l  and would welcome 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  resume t h e i r  s t u d i e s  i n  a q u i e t e r  and 
b e t t e r  o r d e r e d  s o c i e t y .  

. F a i l u r e  t o  make p r o g r e s s ' t o w a r d  t h e  t h i r d  and  
f i n a l  g o a l - - t h a t  o f  a c h i e v i n g  an  i d e o l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n - -  
was most  n o t i c e a b l e  of  a l l .  I n s t e a d  o f  s m a s h i n g  t h e  
" f o u r  o l d s T 1  ( o l d  i d e a s ,  c u l t u r e ,  cus toms  and h a b i t s )  and 
c r e a t i n g  a  new C h i n e s e  man d e v o t e d  t o  Mao l s  c o n c e p t i o n  
o f  t h e  good s o c i e t y  ( f e a t u r i n g  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  h e r o i c  
p o v e r t y  and c o l l e c t i v e  e n t h u s i a s m ) ,  t h e  end  r e s u l t  of  t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  1967  was t o  make t h e  ' " f o u r  o l d s v  
more p r e v a l e n t  t h a n  e v e r ,  t o  r e v i v e  t r a d i t i o n a l  P e l a t  ion-  
s h i p s  and i n t e n s i f y  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  na r row,  s e l f i s h  i n t e r -  
ests ( t h e  most  b a s i c ;  of c o u r s e ,  b e i n g  p e r s o n a l  s u r v i v a l )  
by b o t h  l e g a l  and i l l e g a l  means. 

Given t h e s e  s e t b a c k s  and f a i l u r e s ,  i t  was a  f a i r  
q u e s t i o n  t o  a s k  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  1967 w h e t h e r  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  was comring t o  an  end .  The answer  t o  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n ,  however ,  d e p e n d s  upon t h e  answer  t o  a n o t h e r ,  



n o r e ' b a s i c  q u e s t i o n :  whe the r  Mao Tse - tung  s t i l l  domina tes  
the  c e n t r a l  p a r t y ,  government and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  
Peking. The  r e c o r d  of developments  i n  t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  1967 d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  i t  is b e l i e v e d ,  t h a t  
dao remained i n  c h a r g e  t h r o u g h o u t ,  i n i t i a t i n g  o r  a t  
Leas t  approv ing  a l l  changes  i n  p o l i c y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  sud- 
h n  r e t r e a t  toward modera t ion  i n  l a t e  August f o r c e d  by 
3 b j e c t i v e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  These  c i r cums tances - -p r inc ip -  
a l l y  a  damaged economy, .a  d i s t u r b e d  Army, a  f ragmented 
l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t , "  a  breakdown of  P a r t y  and government 
nach ine ry ,  and t h e  consequen t  t h r e a t  o f  anarchy--have 
f o r c e d  Mao t o  c a l l  a h a l t  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e ,  mass phase  
3f h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  and p r e s s  ahead w i t h  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a new ~ r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  government and P a r t y  . . a p p a r a t u s  . 

' T h i s  s h i f t  i n  s t r a t e g y  s h o u l d  n o t  be  c o n s t r u e d ,  
however, a s  a  change i n  b a s i c  g o a l s .  I n  t h e  e y e s  of Mao, 
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n w - - a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e x p r e s s i o n  of 
h i s  v iews on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  man and s o c i e t y - - c a n  never  end.  
A s  l o n g  a s  Mao Tse- tung c o n t i n u e s  t o  dominate  t h e  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  i n  Pek ing ,  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  Communist China.  


