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FACTIONALISM I N  THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE: 
MAO'S OPPOSITION SINCE 1949 

A s  t h e  drama o f  Maofs  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  has  un- 
f o l d e d ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  l e a d e r s  have  made a v a i l a b l e  a  
v a s t  amount of new i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  e a r l i e r  f a c t i o n a l  
s t r u g g l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y .  Making u s e  
of Red Guard m a t e r i a l s  and o t h e r  new i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  
been d i s c l o s e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  
t h i s  I n t e l l i g e n c e  R e p o r t  re-examines  t h e s e  e a r l i e r  f a c t i o n a l  
s t r u g g l e s  and c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  Mao's C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
is a  d i r e c t  d e s c e n d e n t  o f  p a r t y  c o n f l i c t s  and p o l i c y  d i f -  
f e r e n c e s  of n e a r l y  20 y e a r s  d u r a t i o n .  

T h i s  is one  of a  series of SRS s t a f f  s t u d i e s  based  
on c o n t i n u i n g  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  t h e  China s c e n e .  I t  was 
produced s o l e l y  by t h e  S p e c i a l  R e s e a r c h  S t a f f ;  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
a n a l y s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i ts p r e p a r a t i o n  i s  P h i l i p  Bridgham. 

John K e r r y  King 
C h i e f ,  DD/I  S p e c i a l  R e s e a r c h  S t a f f  
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FACTIONALISM I N  THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE: 

MAO'S OPPOSITION SINCE 1949  

Summary 

A f a s c i n a t i n g  by -p roduc t  o f  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  h a s  b e e n  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  new i n -  
f o r m a t i o n  o n  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Com- 
m u n i s t  P a r t y  s i n c e  its r ise  t o  power i n  1949 .  The r e c u r -  
r i n g  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  f a c t i o n a l i s m ,  
c a r r i e d  o n  b e n e a t h  a f a c a d e  o f  u n i t y ,  h a s  b e e n  a c o n t i n u -  
i n g  f e a t u r e  of  p a r t y  l i f e  i n  Communist Ch ina .  The  p u r p o s e  
of  t h i s  p a p e r  is t o  r e a p p r a i s e  t h e  n a t u r e  and  e x t e n t  o f  
t h i s  phenomenon o f  f a c t i o n a l i s m  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e t t e r  unde r -  
s t a n d .  t h e  l a t e s t  and  mos t  momentous o f  t h e s e  f a c t i o n a l  
s t rugg le s - -Ma0  T s e - t u n g ' s  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n .  " 

Red Guard d i s c l o s u r e s  have  added  a  new d i m e n s i o n  
t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  first b i g  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
f a c t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y  s i n c e  i t  came 
t o  power- - tha t  waged a g a i n s t  t h e  Kao Kang-Jao Shu- sh ih  
' ' a n t i - P a r t y  a l l i a n c e "  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1953-1955. One a s p e c t  
o f  t h e  Kao-Jao a f f a i r ,  i t  h a s  now b e e n  r e v e a l e d ,  was a n  
e f fo r t  t o  p e r s u a d e  Mao Tse - tung  t o  g i v e  u p  o n e  o f  h i s  
l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s ,  t o  r e s i g n  e i t h e r  as Chai rman of t h e  
P a r t y  o r  t h e  S t a t e  ( a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  l a t t e r . )  More- 
o v e r ,  two o f  t h e  main i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  t h e  more r e c e n t  
phenomenon o f  l l r e v i s i o n i s m " - - t h e  stress o n  e x p e r t i s e  and  
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l ,  and 
r e l i a n c e  on t h e  S o v i e t  model  and  S o v i e t  s u p p o r t  t o  promote  
C h i n a ' s  economic development - -appear  t o  have  b e e n  p r e s e n t  
i n  t h e  Kao-Jao a f f a i r .  

I t  is i r o n i c  t h a t  t h e  n e t  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  s t r u g -  
g l e  a g a i n s t  i n c i p i e n t  " r e v i s i o n i s m 1 '  was t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  L i u  Shao-chi  a n d  Teng Hs iao -p ing  who are now 



denounced  as  t h e  two l e a d i n g  " r e v i s i o n i s t "  v i l l a i n s  w i t h i n  
t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee .  I n  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t y  
s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  E i g h t h  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s  i n  Sep tember  1956,  
Mao Tse - tung  d e l e g a t e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  amount o f  p o l i t i c a l  
power t o  L i u  (as t h e  s e n i o r  Vice-cha i rman of t h e  newly 
e s t a b l i s h e d  S t a n d i n g  Committee of  t h e  P o l i t b u r o )  and t o  
Teng (as head  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  c h a r g e d  w i t h  " a t t e n d i n g  
t o  t h e  d a i l y  work of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee") .  

A d e c a d e  hence  a t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  C e n t r a l  Committee 
, work c o n f e r e n c e  i n  October 1966 Mao T s e - t u n g  would refer 
, t o  t h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  power as a " m i s t a k e , "  t h e  consequ-  
, e n c e s  o f  wh ich  had n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  

c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  A s  Mao e x p l a i n e d  i t ,  he  had d e l e -  
g a t e d  t h i s  power i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a smoo th  succes- .  
s i o n  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p - - " t o  f o s t e r  t h e s e  p e o p l e ' s  a u t h o r i t y  
s o  t h a t  n o  g r e a t  c h a n g e s  would arise i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  when 
t h e  time came f o r  m e  t o  meet my Heaven ly  King  (God)." M a o f s  
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t y  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  however ,  
had been  m i s p l a c e d .  They had abused  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e ,  had 
commit ted  a number o f  ' v m i s t a k e s , "  and  ( l i k e  Kao and  Jao  
b e f o r e  them) had c o n s t r u c t e d  " i n d e p e n d e n t  kingdoms."  

P o l i c y  i s s u e s  were a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  b i g  
f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e - - t h a t  waged a t  Lushan  i n  J u l y  and  August 
1959  a g a i n s t  a " r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s t ,  o r  r e v i s i o n i s t ,  a n t i -  
p a r t y  c l i q u e "  headed  by t h e  t h e n  M i n i s t e r  o f  N a t i o n a l  
Defense  Peng Te-huai .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  time s i n c e  1935 ,  Mao 
T s e - t u n g l s  p e r s o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  and p rog rams  were o p e n l y  
s u b j e c t e d  t o  a t t a c k  by a long- t ime  "comrade i n  arms" who, 
moreove r ,  had managed t o  m u s t e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t  w i t h i n  
t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee.  A l though  Mao would t r i u m p h  a t  
Lushan ,  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s  r a d i c a l  d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  
p o l i c i e s  would p e r s i s t  and  f i n a l l y  p r e c i p i t a t e  t h e  " g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  Peng  Te-huai  was 
t h e  p r o t o t y p e  o f  a l l  t h o s e  who would be a t t a c k e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  as "Khrushchev- type  r e v i s i o n i s t s "  
w i t h i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y .  I n  c r i t i c i z i n g  Maof s 
r a d i c a l  " g r e a t  l e a p  fo rward"  and  commune p r o g r a m s ,  Peng 
r e p r e s e n t e d  a l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  t h e  more p r a g m a t i c  and t e c h -  
n i c a l l y  minded a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w i t h i n  



t h e  p a r t y ,  gove rnmen t  and army who had come t o  see t h e  
f o l l y  of  t h e s e  p rog rams .  I n  t h e i r  s t e a d ,  Peng may be 
s a i d  t o  have  a d v a n c e d  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  model  o f  economia  
and  m i l i t a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o n e  p a t t e r n e d  more c l o s e l y  on  
S o v i e t  e x p e r i e n c e  and  f e a t u r i n g  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y ,  e canomic  
and  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  A s  t h e  symbol  b o t h  o f  S o v i e t  
" r e v i s i o n i s t "  i n f l u e n c e  and  of o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao, t h e  
Peng Te -hua i  a f f a i r  would c a s t  a  l o n g  shadow o v e r  t h e  
y e a r s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d .  

Developments1 i n  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  Lushan  plenum (1959-1962) d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  i n  i m -  
p o r t a n t  r e s p e c t s ,  i n  t h e  g r e a t  d e b a t e  o v e r  d o m e s t i c  and  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  s t a g e d  a t  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  m e e t i n g ,  Peng  Te- 
h u a i  had b e e n  r i g h t  and Mao Tse - tung  had b e e n  wrong.  The  
combined  e f f e c t  of i r r a t i o n a l  economic  p o l i c y ,  s u c c e s s i v e  
bad  h a r v e s t s  and  t h e  S o v i e t  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  
t h e  summer of 1960  d e a l t  Mao's " g r e a t  l e a p  f o r w a r d "  program 
o f  economic  deve lopmen t  a  s h a t t e r i n g  b low.  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  
by t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1961-1962 o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao l s  p o l i c i e s  
and p rog rams  e x t e n d e d  i n t o  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  t o  
i n c l u d e  a  number o f  t h o s e  who were c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h i s  d o m e s t i c  crisis. A s  
Mao Tse - tung  would  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p o i n t  o u t ,  t h i s  o p p o s i -  
t i o n  was of two k i n d s - - t h a t  c a r r i e d  on " s e c r e t l y "  by " t h e  
Peng Chen group"  and t h a t  c a r r i e d  on "openlyf"' by  " t h e  
E i u  Shao -ch i  - Teng H s i a o - p i n g  g r o u p . "  The  p r o g r e s s i v e  
a w a r e n e s s  by Mao ( and  a  s m a l l  coter ie  of t r u s t e d  a d v i s e r s )  
o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  would c u l m i n a t e  i n  t h e  
f a l l  o f  1 9 6 5  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  i n i t i a t e  wha t  would p r o v e  
to  be t h e  mos t  t h o r o u g h g o i n g  and  o n e  o f  t h e  mos t  v i o l e n t  
p a r t y  p u r g e s  i n  Communist h i s t o r y .  

I t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t r u e ,  a s  Red Guard p u b l i c a t i o n s  
have  c h a r g e d ,  t h a t  L i u  Shao -ch i  a t  a n  e n l a r g e d  C e n t r a l  
Commit tee  work c o n f e r e n c e  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 6 2  n o t , o r l l y  d e f e n d e d  
Mao's  e a r l i e r  c r i t i c s  b u t  r e p e a t e d  some o f  t h e  same c r i t i c -  
i s m s  o f  Mao ' s  r a d i c a l  d o m e s t i c  p rog rams  wh ich  Peng Te -hua i  
had f irst  r a i s e d  a t  Lushan .  A l t h o u g h  he c o u l d  c i t e  t h e  
p a r t y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  j u s t i f y i n g  h i s  "open  o p p o s i t i o n "  on  
t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  L i u  mus t  have  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  Mao would t r e a t  
t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  a s  a  d i r e c t  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k .  I t  a p p e a r s  
i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t h a t  Mao T s e - t u n g  d i d  i n  f a c t  i n t e r p r e t  



L i u ' s  c r i t i c i s m  a t  t h e  J a n u a r y  1962  p a r t y  work c o n f e r e n c e  
as ,  a d i r e c t  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  b o t h h i s  p o l i c i e s  and h i m s e l f  
and  d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  l o n g  t h e r e a f t e r  t o  make new a r r a n g e -  
m e n t s  f o r  a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r .  '' 

The c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  would be momentous. 
I t  would mean, i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  smooth  s u c c e s s i o n  wh ich  Mao 
had hoped t o  a c h i e v e  by c o n f e r r i n g  power and p r e s t i g e  o n  
L i u  Shao-chi  a s  head o f  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e  s t a r t  of 
a  s u c c e s s i o n  s t r u g g l e .  I t  would n e c e s s i t a t e  a t h o r o u g h  
p u r g i n g  o f  a l l  t h o s e  i n  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  who had s t a k e d  
t h e i r  careers on t h e  e v e n t u a l  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  power of L i u  
Shao-ch i  and Teng H s i a o - p i n g  a n d ,  as a r e s u l t ,  had e s p o u s e d  
t h e  v i e w s  and  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e s e  p a r t y  machine  l e a d e r s .  
I t  would r e q u i r e  e n l i s t i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  of o t h e r  l e a d e r s  
whose b a s e s  o f  power l a y  o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  
p r i n c i p a l l y  L i n  P i a o  ( i n d i s p e n s a b l e  as Commander i n  Chief  
o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army) and  Chou E n - l a i ( a 1 s o  
i m p o r t a n t  as a n  able a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  
t h e  government  b u r e a u c r a c y ) .  I t  would r e q u i r e  t h e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  e l a b o r a t e  t r a p  w i t h  which  t o  e n s n a r e  L i u  
Shao-ch i  and  Teng Hs iao -p ing  and  t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  and t h e  c r e a t i o n  of s u c h  e x t r a - p a r t y  mass  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  t h e  Red Guards  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  e l e m e n t  of  
f o r c e  needed  t o  s p r i n g  t h i s  t r a p .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  
t o  select  a new ' s r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r l 1  would l e a d ,  a f t e r  
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  had b e e n  made, t o  t h e  l a u n c h i n g  
o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  
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MAO'S OPPOSITION SINCE 1 9 4 9  

" I n  t h e  16 y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  
o u r  p e o p l e ' s  r e p u b l i c ,  t h e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y  
C e n t r a l  Commit tee  headed  by  Comrade Mao Tse-  
t u n g  h a s  waged t h r e e  b i g  s t r u g g l e s  a g a i n s t  
a n t i - P a r t y  r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e s . "  -- Jen-min 
J i h - p a o  ( P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y )  E d i t o r i a l ,  "Long 
L i v e  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Though t , l l  J u l y  1, 1 9 6 6 .  

A f a s c i n a t i n g  b y - p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 '  h a s  b e e n  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  of new i n -  
f o r m a t i o n  on  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Com- 
m u n i s t  P a r t y  s i n c e  its r i s e  t o  power i n  1949 .  One p u r p o s e  
of t h e s e  d i s c l o s u r e s  h a s  b e e n  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  
of Mao ' T s e - t u n g ' s  most r e c e n t  " c r e a t i v e  deve lopmen t "  of 
Marxism-Leninism--"that c l a s s e s  and c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  e x i s t  
i n  s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r i o d  of t h e  d i c t a t o r -  
s h i p  o f  t h e  p r ~ l e t a r i a t . ~ ~  A s e c o n d  p u r p o s e  h a s  b e e n  t o  
d i s c r e d i t  and i n c r i m i n a t e  Mao's  h i g h - r a n k i n g  o p p o n e n t s  w i t h -  
i n  t h e  p a r t y  by c h a r g i n g  them w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of 
c o m p l i c i t y  i n  t h e s e  e a r l i e r  " a n t i - p a r t y "  s t r u g g l e s .  

Because  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n a b l e  n a t u r e  of t h i s  new 
e v i d e n c e ,  i t  must  of c o u r s e  be u s e d  w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e .  I t  
is n e c e s s a r y ,  f o r  example ,  t o  be e x t r e m e l y  wary  o f  a l l e g a -  
t i o n s  o f  m i s c o n d u c t  u n l e s s  s u p p o r t e d  by  s t a t e m e n t s  of  t h e  
a c c u s e d  u t t e r e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  and r e p r o d u c e d  i n  v e r b a t i m  
form.  I t  is a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  p l a c e  t h e s e  s t a t e -  
m e n t s  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  c o n t e x t ,  b o t h  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  or  r e p o r t  
f r o m  which  t h e y  are drawn and  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  g u i d e l i n e s  p r e -  
v a i l i n g  a t  t h e  time. With  t h e s e  c a v e a t s  i n  mind ,  i t  is 
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e s e  d i s c l o s u r e s  d o  p r o v i d e  new and  v a l u -  
a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  p o l i c y  f o r m a t i o n  and  
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  power i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y  o v e r  
t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  p a s t  19 y e a r s .  



Reduced t o  t h e  b r o a d e s t  common d e n o m i n a t o r ,  t h e  
" t h r e e  b i g  s t r u g g l e s t 1  t h a t  have  t a k e n  p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  
C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y  s i n c e  1949  h a v e  b e e n ,  a s :  Mao l s  
p r o p a g a n d i s t s  a s s e r t ,  " s t r u g g l e s  f o r  and a g a i n s t  Mao Tse- 
t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t . l l  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e y  have  n e c e s s a r i l y  
i n v o l v e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  power and  i n  a l l  c a s e s  have  
b e e n  r e g a r d e d  by Mao a s  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  of 
t h e  p a r t y .  The r e c u r r i n g  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s - - t h e  
" a n t i - p a r t y  a l l i a n c e  o f  Kao Kang and  J a o  Shu- sh ih t '  i n  1953 ,  

I 
I t h e  " r i g h t  o p p o r t y n i s t ,  or r e v i s i o n i s t ,  a n t i - p a r t y  c l i q u e  

headed by Peng  Te-hua i"  i n  1959 ,  and  t h e  open-ended "coun t -  
e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c l i q u e '  ( headed  i n i t i a l l y  by Peng  Chen 
and Lo J u i - c h i n g  and  la ter  by L i u  Shao -ch i  and  Teng Hs iao -  
p i n g )  i n  1965-1967- - sugges t s ,  moreove r ,  t h a t  f a c t i o n a l  
s tr ife,  c a r r i e d  o n  b e n e a t h  a f a c a d e  of u n i t y ,  h a s  been  a  
p r o m i n e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  p a r t y  l i f e  i n  Communist C h i n a  s i n c e  
1949 .  

The  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  p a p e r  is t o  r e a p p r a i s e  t h e  n a t u r e  
and  e x t e n t  o f  t h i s  phenomenon o f  f a c t i o n a l i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  
C e n t r a l  Commit tee  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  new e v i d e n c e  b r o u g h t  t o  
l i g h t  d u r i n g  t h e - c o u r s e  of  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  A l though  
e a c h  o f  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s  is u n i q u e  and  p o s s e s s e s  a n  i n t r i n s i c  
i n t e r e s t  o f  its own, a n  a t t e m p t  w i l l  b e  made t o  i d e n t i f y  
f e a t u r e s  common t o  a l l .  The u l t i m a t e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  p a p e r ,  
t h e n ,  is tol s e e k  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  o r i g l n s ,  n a t u r e  and  pos-  
s i b l e  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  and  mos t  momentous 
of t h e s e  f a c t i o n a l  s t rugg le s - -Ma0  T s e - t u n g l s  " g r e a t  p ro-  
l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  l1 



The  Kao Kang - J a o  Shu- sh ih  A n t i - P a r t y  A l l i a n c e  

"The c r i m i n a l  a i m  o f  t h e  Kao Kang - 
J a o  Shu- sh ih  a n t i - P a r t y  a l l i a n c e  was  t o  s p l i t  
o u r  P a r t y  and  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  l e a d i n g  c o r e  
- - t h e  l o n g  t e s t e d  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  o f  t h e  
P a r t y  headed  by  Comrade Mao Tse- tung- -wi th  
t h e  aim o f  s e i z i n g  t h e  sup reme  power o f  t h e  
P a r t y  and  t h e  S t a t e .  T h e i r  means t o  a c h i e v e  
t h i s  a im was  c o n s p i r a c y .  T h i s  was  t h e  p r i n -  
c i p a l  h a l l m a r k  and  program of t h i s  a n t i - P a r t y  
a l l i a n c e . "  - - P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  E d i t o r i a 1 , ' T r e -  
mendous V i c t o r y  o f  t h e  P a r t y  i n  H i s t o r y ,  " 
A p r i l  10, 1955. 

Red Guard d i s c l o s u r e s  have  added  a  new d imens ion  
t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  first b ig  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
f a c t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y  s i n c e  i t  came 
t o  power - - tha t  waged a g a i n s t  t h e  Kao-Jao " a n t i - P a r t y  a l -  
l i a n c e "  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1953-1955.  The p r i n c i p a l s  i n  t h i s  
a f f a i r  were, o f  c o u r s e ,  Kao Kang and  J a o  Shu- sh ih  who, 
i n  , r u n n i n g  t h e  r e g i o n a l  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  i n d u s -  
t r i a l  a r e a s  o f  N o r t h e a s t  and  E a s t  C h i n a ,  had c o n s t r u c t e d ,  
i t  was c h a r g e d ,  " i n d e p e n d e n t  kingdoms." A l t h o u g h  r e l a t i v e l y  
few and  f r a g m e n t a r y  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e s e  new d i s c l o s u r e s  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  first c h a l l e n g e  t o  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  l e a d -  
e r s h i p  was more b r o a d l y - b a s e d  and  f o r m i d a b l e  t h a n  i n -  
d i c a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

One a s p e c t  o f  t h e  Kao-Jao a f f a i r ,  i t  h a s  now 'been  
r e v e a l e d ,  was  a n  e f f o r t  t o  p e r s u a d e  Mao T s e - t u n g  t o  g i v e  
u p  o n e  o f  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s ,  t o  r e s i g n  e i t h e r  a s  
Chai rman o f  t h e  P a r t y  o r  t h e  S t a t e  ( a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  
l a t t e r ) .  The l e a d i n g  f i g u r e  i n  t h i s  e . f f o r t  a p p a r e n t l y  was  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  war  h e r o  Chu Teh ,  c h a r g e d  s u b s e q u e n t . l y  
by L i n  P i a o  ( i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1959)  w i t h  h a v i n g  " t r i e d  t o  
become t h e  l e a d e r '  h i m s e l f .  . . a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  i d e a  a t  t h e  
time of  t h e  Kao Kang i n c i d e n t  o f  becoming  Chai rman i n  t u r n . "  
A n o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  f i g u r e  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  was  Tan C h e n - l i n  
( a t  t h e  time -- d e  f a c t o  he'ad o f  t h e  E a s t  C h i n a  ' r e g i o n a l  
b u r e a u ) . w h o  ( i t  is now d i s c l o s e d )  " i n  1 9 5 3  . . .  t o o k  t h e  l e a d  



i n  s e n d i n g  a  j o i n t  l e t te r  a s k i n g  o u r  g r e a t  l e a d e r  Chairman 
Mao t o  ' t a k e  a rest."' Al though  p re sumab ly  a  number of 
o t h e r  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  s i g n e d  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  o n l y  o n e  o t h e r  
s i g n a t o r y  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d - - t h e  r e c e n t l y  d e p o s e d  F i r s t  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  S h a n g h a i  M u n i c i p a l  P a r t y  C o q i i t t e e ,  Chen 
P e i - h s i e n .  

D i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  t h i s  e f f o r t  f rom t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
Kao and  J a o  a t  t h i s  t i m e  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was c a r r i e d  
on  o p e n l y ,  u t i l i z i n g  no rma l  c h a n n e l s  o f  communica t ion  w i t h -  
i n  t h e  p a r t y .  I t  c o u l d  be j u s t i f i e d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  ( a s  Chen 
P e i - h s i e n  h a s  a s s e r t e d  i n  h i s  d e f e n s e )  a s  a  move d e s j g n e d  
t o  p r o t e c t  "Chairman Mao l s  h e a l t h ' '  b y  r emov ing  p a r t  of t h e  
b u r d e n  w h i c h  a c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  b o t h  P a r t y  and S t a t e  
e n t a i l e d .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  " p r i n c i p a l  ha l lmarkT1  of t h e  
Kao-Jao " a n t  i - P a r t y  a l l i a n c e "  was ,  a& n o t e d  a b o v e ,  "con- 
s p i r a c y .  " 

A s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  March 31, 1 9 5 5  P a r t y  "Reso lu -  
t i d n  o n  t h e  Kao Kang - J a o  Shu- sh ih  A n t i - P a r t y  A l l i a n c e v  
(still t h e  best s i n g l e  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  a c t i -  
v i t i e s  of t h i s  g r o u p ) ,  Kao had c l a i m e d  " t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Commit tee  of t h e  P a r t y  and t h e  Government s h o u l d . . . b e  re- 
o r g a n i z e d . .  . and  t h a t  h e  h i m s e l f  s h o u l d  f o r  t h e  time b e i n g  
be G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o r  Vice-cha i rman of t h e  C e n t r a l  Com- 
mittee ,of t h e  P a r t y  and t h e  P r e m i e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o u n ~ i l . ~ ~  
A r e c e n t  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  r o l e  of T a o  Chu ( t h e n  a  S e c r e t a r y  
i n  t h e  South-China  Sub-Bureau)  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  manner  i n  
wh ich  Kao s o u g h t  t h r o u g h  "secret t a l k s M  i n  1953  t o  r e c r u i t  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  e n d e a v o r .  H o l d i n g  f o r t h  t h e  p r o s p e c t  of 
l la h i g h  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Government ,  l1 Kao a l l e g e d l y  s a i d  
t o  Tao:  "They (meaning  members o f  t h e  a n t i - p a r t y  c l i q u e )  
a l l  a g r e e  t h a t  I s h o u l d  be V i c e  Chai rman o f  t h e  P a r t y .  
What d o  you t h i n k ? "  A l though  Tao g a v e  a n  e q u i v o c a l  a n s w e r ,  
he d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a n d ,  o n l y  a f t e r  "exposure11 
of t h e s e  scheme i n  P e k i n g ,  d i d  h e  t h e n  " h u r r i e d l y  make a  
f a l s e  c o n f e s s i o n .  " 

A more b a s i c  and  s e r i o u s  c h a r g e  i n  t h i s  p a r t y  r e s o -  
l u t i o n  was t h a t  Kao had a t t e m p t e d  t o  s e c u r e  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  
army f o r  h i s  c o n s p i r a c y  a g a i n s t  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  by 
a d v a n c i n g  t h e  " u t t e r l y  a b s u r d  t h e o r y 1  t h a t  o u r  p a r t y  con- 
s i s t e d  of two p a r t i e s - - o n e ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' p a r t y  o f  t h e  



r e v o l u t i o n a r y  b a s e s  a n d  t h e  a r m y f ,  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
' p a r t y  of w h i t e  a r e a s v - - t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  was  c r e a t e d  by  t h e  
army. ' '  I n  terms o f  t h i s  t h e o r y ,  Kao c o u l d  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  
first " p a r t y "  (wh ich  h e  r e p r e s e n t e d )  d e s e r v e d  t o  " h o l d  
t h e  m a j o r  a u t h o r i t ) "  i n  t h e  new s t r u c t u r e  o f  power i n  Pek- 
i n g  s i n c e  i t  had a c q u i r e d  g r e a t e r  l t r e v o l u t  i o n a r y  meri tv 
i n  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  J a p a n e s e  a n d  w i n n i n g  f i n a l  v i c t o r y  o v e r  
t h e  Kuomintang.  A s  l e a d e r s  who had s p e n t  much of t h % s  
time i n  t h e  " w h i t e  a r e a s w  ( i . e .  t h o s e  a r e a s  u n d e r  t h e  r u l e  
of , t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  Government ) ,  L i u  Shao -ch i  and Chou En- 
l a i  would have  to s e t t l e ,  u n d e r  t h i s  t h e o r y ,  f o r  a  s e c o n d -  
a r y  ro l e  i n  t h e  new p a r t y  and government  s t r u c t u r e .  

I t  is of c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  t o  n o t e ,  i n  t h e  
r e c e n t  r e v e l a t i o n s  of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  t h a t  t h i s  
p r o p o s a l  e l i c i t e d  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of s u p p o r t  f rom h i g h  
l e v e l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  A s  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  o n e  
of t h e s e  was t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  Red Army, Chu Teh .  An- 
o t h e r  was Peng  T e - h u a i  who i n  1953  had  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  t o  
P e k i n g  i n  t r i u m p h  a f t e r  commanding t h e  C h i n e s e  forces i n  
t h e  Korean  War. A l t h o u g h  some o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  a c c u s a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  Peng  (e.g.  t h a t  h e  a c t u a l l y  "headed" t h e  Kao-Jao 
" a n t i - p a r t y  a l l i a n c e " )  are o b v i o u s l y  u n t r u e ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  
c h a r g e  t h a t  he  had  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  and t h a t ,  a s  a  consequ-  
e n c e ,  he had made a  'tself-criticism" a t  t h e  time a p p e a r s  
c r e d i b l e .  I n d e e d ,  t h e r e  is s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  v iew i n  t h e  
communique which  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  March 1955 P a r t y  c o n f e r e n c e  
a s  " c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a  f u l l  s p i r i t  o f  cr i t ic ism and s e l f -  
cr i t ic ism" and  t h e  s p e e c h e s  d e l i v e r e d  t h e r e  (by  Peng  Te- 
h u a i  and  many o t h e r s )  a s  h a v i n g  " b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  v a r i o u s  
crimes o f  Kao Kang and  J a o  Shu- sh ih  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  and  
t h e  p e o p l e . "  

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  Kao K a n g ' s  c l a i m  t o  
a dominan t  ro le  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist l e d d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s  was  b a s e d  p r i m a r i l y  o n  h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a s  
head  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  gove rnmen t  and m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  and  advanced  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  o f  N o r t h e a s t  
C h i n a .  The f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  ( i n  a n  e a r l i e r  " R e s o l u t i o n  
on  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  P a r t y  U n i t y w  a d o p t e d  by  a C e n t r a l  Commit- 
tee plenum i n  F e b r u a r y  1954)  a p p e a r s  c l e a r l y  t o  have  b e e n  
d i r ' e c t e d  a t  t h i s  c h a l l e n g e  b y  Kao Kang: 



S i n c e  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  C h i n a f  s N e w  Demo- 
c ra t i c  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e  h a s  grown up  among 
some of t h e  c a d r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y  a  most 
d a n g e r o u s  k i n d  of c o n c e i t .  They l o s e  t h e i r  
h e a d s  o v e r  c e r t a i n  a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h e y  h a v e  made 
i n  t h e i r  work ... They e x a g g e r a t e  t h e  ro le  of 

. 8 t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  ... They t h i n k  t h e r e  is n o  o n e  
e q u a l  t o  them i n  t h e  w i d e  w o r l d .  They l i s t e n  
o n l y  t o  o t h e r ' s  f l a t t e r y  and  p r a i s e  b u t  can -  
n o t  a c c e p t  o t h e r ' s  c r i t i c i sm and s u p e r v i s i o n .  . . 

I 

They e v e n  r e g a r d  t h e  r e g i o n  or  d e p a r t m e n t  
I 
I u nde r  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  a s  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  
I i n h e r i t a n c e  or i n d e p e n d e n t  kingdom. 
I 

D e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  t heme ,  a  l a t e r  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  
c h a r g e d  t h a t  " t h e y  r e g a r d  t h e  a r e a  and d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  
t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  as  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n h e r i t a n c e  and  v a i n l y  
a t t e m p t  t o  u s e  i t  a s  t h e i r  c a p i t a l  and  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  f u l -  
f i l l i n g  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  a m b i t i o n  of u n d e r m i n i n g  and s p l i t -  
t i n g  t h e  P a r t y . "  

The s p e c i f i c s  o f  t h i s  c h a r g e  were s p e l l e d  o u t  a  
y e a r  l a t e r ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  t h e  campaign  a g a i n s t  Kao and J a o  
was  i n  f u l l  f l o o d .  Now t h e y  were a t t a c k e d  by  name f o r  
h a v i n g  " r e g a r d e d  a l l  work a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  
and  E a s t  Ch ina  r e g i o n s  a s  t h e i r  own 'merits ' ,  c r e a t e d  t h e  I 

1 myth t h a t  t h e y  a r e  ' a l w a y s  c o r r e c t . '  'men o f  g r e a t  a b i l i t y '  
and ' w e l l - t r a i n e d  i n  t h e o r y f  and  w i t h  t h e  aim o f  s u c h  
f a n t a s t i c  l i e s ,  a r o u s e d  o t h e r s  t o  b l i n d l y  w o r s h i p  them." 
It was a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  a t  t h i s  time t h a t  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  had 
p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t h i s  first " b i g  s t r u g g l e "  w i t h -  
i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commi t t ee ,  a s  i n  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  Kao 
Kang .had  " p r e a c h e d  a b s u r d  i d e a s  o f  ' s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
t h e  N o r t h e a s t ,  ' and  ' t h e  N o r t h e a s t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  more 
a d v a n c e d , '  s e t  v a r i o u s  ' l e f t i s t '  o r  r i g h t i s t  p o l x c i e s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  correct  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  P a r t y  c e n t e r ,  and  e v e n  
r e f u s e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  and  r e s o l u t i o n s  of t h e  
c e n t e r .  " 

S i n c e  Kao Kang was  i n  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  l a r g e  num- 
bers of  R u s s i a n  economic  a d v i s e r s  and  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e s e  c h a r g e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  o n e  of 
t h e  u n s t a t e d  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  rea l  crimes commit ted  by Kao 



was  t h a t  he  had been  t o o  z e a l o u s  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  
model  of economic  deve lopmen t  wh ich  f e a t u r e d  c o n c e n t r a -  
t i o n  on  heavy  i n d u s t r y  and  r e l a t i v e  autonomy f o r  p r o f e s -  
s i o n a l  management .  The  l a t t e r  c o n c e p t  Kao a d v o c a t e d  q u i t e  
o p e n l y ,  a s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i n  mid-1950 
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  a  f a c t o r y  manager  i n  C h i n a ' s  emerg- 
i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  economy: "If t h e  manager  is made answer-  
a b l e  n o t  t o  s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n t r o l  o r g a n s  
of a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  b u t  t o  t h e  p a r t y  c o m m i t t e e  o r  t h e  p a r t y  
b r a n c h  . . .  t h e n  t h e r e  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  be a n y  u n i f i e d  l e a d e r -  
s h i p . "  T h i s  p r e s u m a b l y  was b u t  o n e  i n s t a n c e  of a  t e n d e n c y  
on  K a o ' s  p a r t  ( i n  t h e  words  of t h e  March 1955 P a r t y  r e s o a u -  
t i o n )  " t o  b e l i t t l e  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  P a r t y  ..." T h a t  Kao may 
have  b e e n  e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  R u s s i a n s  i n  t h i s  and  o t h e r  
p r o g r a m s  wh ich  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  p a r t y  c e n t e r  i n  P e k i n g  is 
i n d i c a t e d  by  t h e  r e c e n t  c h a r g e  ( w i t h o u t  s u p p o r t i n g  e v i d -  
e n c e ,  i t  is t r u e )  t h a t  he  and h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  " m a i n t a i n e d  
i l l i c i t  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  . . . "  I n  any  c a s e ,  
t w o  o f  t h e  ma in  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  t h e  more r e c e n t  phenomenon 
of u r e v i s i o n i s m " - - t h e  stress on  e x p e r t i s e  and p r o f e s s i o n a l -  
i s m  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l ,  and  r e l i a n c e  o n  
t h e  S o v i e t  model  and  S o v i e t  s u p p o r t  t o  p romote  C h i n a ' s  
economic  deve lopment - -appear  to  have  b e e n  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  
Kao- J a o  a f f a i r .  

I t  is i r o n i c  t h a t  t h e  n e t  e f fec t  of t h i s  first 
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i n c i p i e n t  ' l r e v i s i o n i s m "  was  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  L i u  Shao-ch i  and  Teng H s i a o - p i n g  who a r e  
now denounced  a s  t h e  two l e a d i n g  " r e v i s i o n i s t "  v i l l a i n s  
w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee .  T e n g ,  who l e d  t h e  a t t a c k  
o n  t h e  Kao-Jao " a n t i - p a r t y  a l l i a n c e 1  a t  t h e  p a r t y  c o n f e r -  
e n c e  i n  March 1955, was i m m e d i a t e l y  e l e v a t e d  t o  t h e  P o l i t -  
b u r o  a t  a  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  plenum t h e  f o l l o w i n g  month.  
I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  L i n  P i a o  was  a l s o  promoted  
t o  membersh ip  i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  on  t h e  same o c c a s i o n ,  pos-  
s i b l y  r e f l e c t i n g  M a o l s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  o t h e r  two 
t o p  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  Chu Teh and Peng  T e - h u a i  f o r  h a v i n g  
become i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  Kao-Jao a f f a i r .  

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t y  
s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  E i g h t h  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s  i n  September  1 9 5 6 ,  
however ,  t h a t  t h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  power o f  
L i u  Shao -ch i  and  Teng Hs iao -p ing  would  be r e v e a l e d .  By 



t h i s  time, t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " c o l l e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p t f  (which 
I 

had emerged  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a t h  of  
S t a l i n  and  i n  C h i n a  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Kao-Jao a f f a i r )  had b e e n  

I f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by t h e  s t r i k i n g  d i s c l o s u r e s  of S t a l i n l s  
p a r a n o i a  i n  K h r u s h c h e v t s  " d e - S t a l i n i z a t i o n M  s p e e c h ,  More- 
o v e r ,  a s  Teng  H s i a o - p i n g  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  " R e p o r t  on t h e  Re- 
v i s i o n  of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  Communist P a r t y  of China" 
a t  t h i s  c o n g r e s s ,  i t  was  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  Yto set  u p  
a d d i t i o n a l  c e n t r a l  o r g a n s "  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  "owing 

- t o  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  p a r t y  and  government  work."  The combined 
r e s u l t  of t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  and  p r e s s u r e s  was a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

I 

I d e l e g a t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  power by  Mao Tse - tung  a t  t h e  
E i g h t h  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s  t o  L i u  Shao-ch i  ( a s  t h e  s e n i o r  V i c e -  

. - Chai rman of t h e  newly  e s t a b l i s h e d  S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e  of 
t h e  P o l i t b u r o )  and t o  Teng H s i a o - p i n g  ( a s  head of t h e  
S e c r e t a r i a t  c h a r g e d  w i t h  " a t t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  d a i l y  work of 
t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee") .  

A d e c a d e  h e n c e  a t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  
work c o n f e r e n c e  i n  O c t o b e r  1966  Mao T s e - t u n g  would refer  
t o  t h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  power a s  a " m i s t a k e , "  t h e  consequ-  
e n c e s  of w h i c h  had  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  "g rea  t p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  A s  Mao m u l d  e x p l a i n  on  t h i s  occa -  
s i o n ,  i t  had b e e n  h i s  i d e a  t o  " d i v i d e  t h e  S t a n d i n g  Com- 
mittee of t h e  P o ' l i t b u r o  i n t o  first and  s e c o n d  l i n e  f r o n t s , "  
t o  " p l a c e  L i u  Shao -ch i  and Teng Hs iao -p ing  i n  t h e  first 
l i n e "  whe re  t h e y  would r e s p e c t i v e l y  " p r e s i d e  o v e r . .  . i m -  
p o r t a n t  c o n f e r e n c e s "  a n d  " t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  d a i l y  o p e r a -  
t i o n s "  of t h e  p a r t y .  T h i s  had b e e n  done  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  
a smooth  s u c c e s s i o n  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  (and t h u s  a v o i d  t h e  
errors commi t t ed  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union)--" to  f o s t e r  t h e s e  
p e o p l e ' s  a u t h o r i t y  so  t h a t  no  g r e a t  c h a n g e s  would a r i s e  
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  when t h e  t i m e  came f o r  m e  t o  meet my Heaven ly  
K ing  (God)."  Mao's  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t y  l i e u -  
t e n a n t s ,  however ,  had b e e n  m i s p l a c e d .  They had a b u s e d  h i s  
c o n f i d e n c e  ("we o v e r t r u s t e d  o t h e r s w )  , had commi t t ed  a  num- 
ber of " m i s t a k e s , "  and  ( l i k e  Kao and  J a o  b e f o r e  them) had 
c o n s t r u c t e d  " i n d e p e n d e n t  k ingdoms."  

The e n d  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  first f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  w i t h -  
i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  i n  t h e  pos t -1949  p e r i o d ,  t h e n ,  
was  t o  augment  t h e  power o f  L i u  Shao -ch i  and Teng  Hs iao -  
p i n g  who would o n e  d a y  be c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  same crimes o f  



d i s a f f e c t i o n  and  d i s l o y a l t y  f o r  wh ich  Kao Kang and  J a o  
S h u - s h i h  had been  p u r g e d .  B e f o r e  t h a t ,  however ,  Mao Tse-  
t u n g  would have  t o  f a c e  a c h a l l e n g e  more f o r m i d a b l e  t h a n  
t h a t  wh ich  Kao and Jao had p o s e d ,  when M i n i s t e r  o f  N a t i o n a l  
Defense  Peng Te-huai  would l e a d  a  s p i r i t e d  a t t a c k  on Maols  
r a d i c a l  " g r e a t  l e a p  f o r w a r d w  and  commune'programs a t  
Lushan i n  t h e  summer o f  1959 .  



The  P e n a  Te -hua i  A f f a i r  

" A t  t h e  Lushan  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  P a r t y  i n  
1959 ,  a  h a n d f u l  of a m b i t i o u s  b o u r g e o i s  c a r e e r -  
ists' and  s c h e m e r s . . . w h o  had t h e  s u p p o r t  
of t h e  Khrushehev  r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e  l a u n c h e d  
a  f e r o c i o u s  a t t a c k  on t h e  P a r t y ' s  C e n t r a l  
Commit tee  headed  by Comrade Mao Tse-  t u n g .  l t  

- -People  ' s D a i l y  E d i t o r i a l ,  lqLong L i v e  Mao 
Tse - tung  's Thpugh t  , l1 J u l y  1, 1966.  

If d i f f e r e n c e s  o v e r  p o l i c y  p l a y e d  a p a r t  i n  t h e  
first f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  a f t e r  1949 ,  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  were 
a t  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  s e c o n d  b i g  s t r u g g l e - - t h a t -  waged a t  
Lushan  i n  J u l y  and  August  1959  a g a i n s t  a  " r i g h t  o p p o r t u n -  
ist ,  or r e v i s i o n i s t ,  a n t i - P a r t y  c l i q u e u  headed  by t h e  t h e n  
M i n i s t e r  o f  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  Peng T e - h u a i .  F o r  t h e  first 
t i m e  s i n c e  1 9 3 5 ,  Mao T s e - t u n g l s  p e r s o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  and  
p rog rams  were o p e n l y  s u b j e c t e d  t o  a t t a c k  by a  l o n g - t i m e  
"comrade i n  arms" who, moreove r ,  had managed t o  m u s t e r  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t  w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e .  A l -  
t h o u g h  Mao would t r i u m p h  a t  Lushan ,  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s  
r a d i c a l  d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  would p e r s i s t  and  
f i n a l l y  p r e c i p i t a t e  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o -  
l u t i o n .  l1 

I n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  f r a g m e n t a r y  n a t u r e  of new d i s -  
c l o s u r e s  a b o u t  t h e  Kao-Jao a f f a i r ,  i m p o r t a n t  documen ta ry  
e v i d e n c e  h a s  comeuto l i g h t  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
i n t r a - P a r t y  s t r u g g l e  a t  Lushan .  Thanks  t o  a  Red Guard 
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  we now have  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  l q L e t t e r  o f  Opin ion"  
( d a t e d  J u l y  1 4 ,  1959) w h i c h  Peng Te -hua i  s e n t  t o  Mao a t  
a n  e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  t h e  Lushan  c o n f e r e n c e  We a l s o  h a v e  t h e  
t e x t  ( i n  e x c e r p t  fo rm)  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  r e s o l u t i o n  
condemning  t h e  "an t i - p a r  t y  clique headed  by  Peng  Te-huai" 
which  was p a s s e d  o n  Augus t  16 a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  
c o n f e r e n c e .  U s i n g  t h e s e  documents  and  o t h e r  Red Guard 
r e v e l a t i o n s ,  it is now p o s s . i b l e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  w i t h  some 
c o n f i d e n c e  t h e  ma in  o u t l i n e s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d e b a t e  on  p o l i c y  
s t a g e d  a t  Lushan .  



P e n g ' s  " L e t t e r "  t o  Mao T s e - t u n g  makes f a s c i n a t i n g  
r e a d i n g ,  c o n t a i n i n g ,  a s  i t  d o e s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  most  c o g e n t  
a n d  damning i n d i c t m e n t s  o f  Mao's r a d i c a l  " g r e a t  l e a p  f o r -  
ward!' and commune programs produced  i n  o r  o u t s i d e  Ch ina .  
T h a t  he  r e c e i v e d  h e l p  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  " L e t t e r "  
( p r o b a b l y  from a n o t h e r  a l l e g e d  member o f  t h e  " c l i q u e ,  " 
t h e  t h e n  Deputy  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  Chang Wen- t ien)  seems 
c l e a r ,  l e n d i n g  c o l o r  t o  t h e  c h a r g e  i n  t h e  P a r t y  r e s o l u -  
t i o n  t h a t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  " a n t i - p a r t y  c l i q u e t t  a t  Lushan 
w e r e  " p u r p o s i v e ,  p r e p a r e d ,  p l a n n e d  a n d  o r g a n i z e d . "  T h a t  
i t  was a n  a c t  o f  c o u r a g e ,  m o t i v a t e d  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t  by 
a  s i n c e r e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c i e s  h e  c r i t i c i z e d  had 
b r o u g h t  h a r d s h i p  and  s u f f e r i n g  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e ,  is 
e q u a l l y  c l e a r .  Fo r  d e s p i t e  its "outward p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  , 

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  l i n e  a n d  f o r  Comrade Mao Tse- tungw 
( i n  t h e  words  o f  t h e  P a r t y  r e s o l u t i o n ) ,  P e n g ' s  " L e t t e r "  
d i d  amount ( a s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  f u r t h e r  a s s e r t e d )  t o  "a  
f i e rce  o n s l a u g h t  on  t h e  p a r t y ' s  g e n e r a l  l i n e  and t h e  l e a d -  
e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee and  Comrade Mao Tse - tung  ..." 

The f i rs t  c h a r g e  i n  P e n g ' s  i n d i c t m e n t  was t h a t  
c a p i t a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  " g r e a t  l e a p  fo rward"  had 
been  l v h a s t y l v  and  " e x c e ~ s i v e , ~  t y i n g  u p  c a p i t a l ,  c r e a t i n g  
w i m b a l a n c e s "  i n  t h e  economy and ,  by r e d u c i n g  t h e  s u p p l y  
of commodi t i e s  o n  t h e  m a r k e t ,  c r e a t i n g  a  " p o l i t i c a l "  prob-  
l e m  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween " t h e  w o r k e r s  and p e a s a n t s . "  
T h i s  had r e s u l t e d  f rom l a c k  o f  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  " t h e  work 
o f  s o c i a l i s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n , "  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h  " t h e  s o c i a l -  
ist law o f  p l a n n e d  and  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  deve lopmen t f1  o f  t h e  
economy. 

Nex t ,  Peng d i s c u s s e d  somewhat g i n g e r l y  t h e  " s h o r t -  
comings  and  e r r o r s "  which  had a t t e n d e d  . t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
r u r a l  communes. T h e r e  had been  "a p e r i o d  of  c o n f u s i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  ownersh ip1 '  and 
t b i s ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  u n r e a l i s t i c  e s t i m a t e s  of  g r a i n  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  had l e d  t o  " f r e e  s u p p l y  of food" i n  v i o l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  law o f  " d i s t r i b u t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  work."  
Peng c o n c l u d e d  h i s  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  communes by 
a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  mos t  o f  t h e s e  d e f e c t s  and  e r r o r s  had been  
r e c o g n i z e d  and  were i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c o r r e c t i o n .  



Peng Te -hua i  r e s e r v e d  h i s  most w i t h e r i n g  f i r e ,  how- 
e v e r ,  fo r  t h a t  most d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Mao Tse-  
t u n g f s  " g r e a t  l e a p  fo rward"  a p p r o a c h  t o  economic  d e v e l o p -  
m e n t - - r e l i a n c e  o n  mass  movements i n  economic  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  mass  movement t o  make i r o n  and steel. H e  
" l i k e  many comrades  ," had b e e n  " b e w i l d e r e d  b y  t h e  a c h i e v e -  
m e n t s  of t h e  g r e a t  l e a p  f o r w a r d  and  t h e  p a s s i o n  o f  t h e  
m a s s  movements ,"  by  t h e  " h a b i t  of e x a g g e r a t i o n "  wh ich  had 
s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o u n t r y  and  t h e  " u n b e l i e v a b l e  
miraclesf  wh ich  had b e e n  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s .  P e n g l s  
e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  a l l  of th i s - -wh ich  had "done t r e m e n d o u s  
harm t o  t h e  p r e s t i g e  o f  t h e  Par tyH--was  t h a t  i t  had re- 
s u l t e d  from " p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s  f a n a t i c i s m . "  T h i s  was a  
s t a t e  o f  mind wh ich  r e n d e r e d  o n e  l i a b l e  t o  commit s u c h ' .  
" ' L e f t 1  m i s t a k e s "  a s  " w a n t i n g  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  communism a t  
o n e  s t e p t f  and "demanding t h a t  t a r g e t s  wh ich  c o u l d  be ac -  
c o m p l i s h e d  i n  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  or more t h a n  a  d e c a d e  be f u l -  
f i l l e d  i n  o n e  y e a r  o r  e v e n  s e v e r a l  months."  

Peng  t h e n  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e s e  " L e f t i s t "  m i s t a k e s  and  
t e n d e n c i e s  t o  a  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and m i s a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  " p u t t i n g  p o l i t i c s  i n  command11 o v e r  economic  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  S i n c e  t h i s  was a n  i s s u e  which  would f i g u r e  
p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  e g r l y  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n , "  Peng l  s f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a r g e  d e s e r v e s  t o  be 
q u o t e d  a t  l e n g t h :  

P u t t i n g  p o l i t i c s  i n  command is no s u b -  
s t i t u t e  f o r  economic  p r i n c i p l e s ,  st i l l  less 
f o r  c o n c r e t e  m e a s u r e s  i n  economic  work.  E q u a l  
i m p o r t a n c e  mus t  be a t t a c h e d  t o  p u t t i n g  p o l i t i c s  . 
i n  command and  t o  e f f e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  i n  
economic  work;  n e i t h e r  c a n  be o v e r e s t i m a t e d  o r  
n e g l e c t e d .  

Peng  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  " L e t t e r "  by c a l l i n g  fo r  "a s y s -  
t e m a t i c  summing u p  o f  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  and  l e s s o n s  g a i n e d  
i n  o u r  work" w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of  " d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  r i g h t  
f rom wrong and r a i s i n g  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g f *  and  t h u s  " u n i t -  

[ i n g  t h e  whole  P a r t y . "  I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o d s t r u c t i v e  
n a t u r e  o f  h i s  p r o p o s a l  and t h e  u r g e n c y  o f  t h e  t a s k ,  Peng  
t h e n  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  hope  t h a t  'ton t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  
be no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . "  



Mao T s e - t u n g l s  r e s p o n s e ,  a s  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  1 6  
Augus t  P a r t y  r e s o l u t i o n ,  was  t o  l a u n c h  a  b i t t e r  a t t a c k  on  
Peng Te-huai  a n d  h i s  o t h e r  c r i t i c s  a t  Lushan ,  b r a n d i n g  
them as members o f  a  " r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s t  a n t i - P a r t y  c l i q u e f t  
engaged  i n  a n  u n p r i n c i p l e d  and  u n s c r u p u l o u s  s t r u g g l e  " t o  
s a b o t a g e  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  and  under -  
mine  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  . . . "  I n s t e a d  of  d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e  meri ts  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  r a i s e d  i n  P e n g ' s  " L e t t e r "  ( t h e y  
were d i s m i s s e d  a s  " e x a g g e r a t e d  . . .  o u t  o f  a l l  p r o p o r t i o n " ) ,  
t h e  P a r t y  r e s o l u t i o n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  d e n i g r a t i n g  P e n g ' s  
c h a r a c t e r  and  impugning h i s  m o t i v e s ,  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  him 
a s  " e s s e n t i a l l y  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e "  who 
had been  c o n d u c t i n g  " a n t i - p a r t y  a c t i v i t i e s f '  f o r  30 y e a r s .  
I n S t e a d  o f  h e e d i n g  P e n g l s  recommendat ion  t h a t  i n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  of  p a r t y ' u n i t y  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be n o  " i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y "  Mao c a l l e d  for waging  a  new 
" i n n e r - p a r t y  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s m  headed  by 
Peng Te-huai"  i n  o r d e r  t o  " f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  r a n k s  
o f  t h e  p a r t y  and  t h e  p e o p l e  and  h e i g h t e n  t h e i r  m i l i t a n c y . "  

The  r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  new e v i d e n c e  f o r  a s -  
s e s s i n g  t h e  amount o f  s u p p o r t  Peng was a b l e  t o  m u s t e r  a t  
Lushan.  T h e r e  were, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  
l t c l i q u e u  i d e n t i f i e d  by name--Huang Ko-cheng (Ch ie f  of 
S t a f f  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army), Chang Wen-t ien 
( a l t e r n a t e  P o l i t b u r o  member and  V i c e - M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  
A f f a i r s )  and  Chou Hsiao-chou ( F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  
Hunan P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  Commit tee) .  T h a t  t h e r e  were a 
number o f  o t h e r s  who p r o v i d e d  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of  s u p p o r t  
was r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  " b e c a u s e  
o f  h i s  t a c t i c s  o f  f e i g n i n g  c a n d o r  and  f r u g a l i t y ,  Peng  Te- 
h u a i f s  a c t i v i t i e s  c o u l d  a n d  d i d  m i s l e a d  a  number o f  people"  
and  c o n s e q u e n t l y  were " f r a u g h t  w i t h  d a n g e r  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  
o f  t h e  p a r t y  and  P e o p l e f s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army." 

O t h e r  s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Peng r e c e i v e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  
s u p p o r t  f rom o t h e r  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r )  f i g u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  L o g i s t i c s  Depa r tmen t  Hung Hsueh- 
c h i h  (who was p u r g e d ) ;  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  G e n e r a l  T r a i n i n g  
Depa r tmen t  H s i a o  KO ( a t t a c k e d  a s  a  " m i l i t a r y  d o g m a t i s t " ) ;  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depa r tmen t  Tan Cheng 
( c r i t i c i z e d  i n . t h e  Kung-tso T f u n g - h s u n ) ;  and  a  h a l f  d o z e n  
lesser m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who have  b e e n  o u t  o f  t h e  news s i n c e  



1959 .  What is more, r e c e n t  Red Guard p u b l i c a t i o n s  have  
d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  Chu Teh a l s o  came t o  Peng T e - h u a i l s  d e f e n s e  
a t  Lushan ,  a n  a c t  f o r  which  h e  was r o u n d l y  condemned by 
 in P i a o  ( P e n g f s  s u c c e s s o r  a s  M i n i s t e r  o f  N a t i o n a l  De fense )  
a t  a n  expanded  plenum o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commit tee  
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  

, L i n  P i a o l s  s p e e c h  a t  t h i s  plenum s u g g e s t s  a n  impor t -  
a n t  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  Lushan  c o n f e r e n c e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  L i n ,  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  a t  Lushan  was n o t  u n e x p e c t e d ,  s i n c e  i t  r e p r e -  
s e n t e d  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  a  p r o c e s s  u n d e r  way for  some t i m e .  
A s  L i n  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  "Chairman Mao s t a t e d  a  number of times 
t h a t  t h e r e  was  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  s p l i t  a r i s i n g  i n  t h e  
p a r t y .  A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  he  was r e f e r r i n g  t o  Peng Te- 
h u a i  and  Chu Teh."  It  is i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  c h a r g e  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  p a r t y  r e s o l u t i o n  d e n o u n c i n g  P e n g l s  
" c l i q u e " - - t h a t  t h e i r  " a c t i v i t i e s  r e p r e s e n t  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  
and  deve lopmen t  o f  t h e  a n t i - p a r t y  a l l i a n c e  of Kao Kang 
and J a o  Shu-shih1!--was t r u e .  Kao Kang' s e a r l i e r  c h a l l e n g e ,  
wh ich  had c a l l e d  f o r  a  l a r g e r  r o l e  f o r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
i n  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  p a r t y  a f f a i r s  ( u n d e r  t h e  t h e o r y  
t h a t  " t h e  p a r t y  was  c r e a t e d  by  t h e  army") ,  had been  re- 
p e a t e d  by Peng Te -hua i  a t  Lushan.  

A s  r e c e n t  Red Guard p u b l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  c h a r g e d ,  Peng 
Te -hua i  p e r s o n i f i e d  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  " m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l -  
i s m "  (what  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communists c a l l  t h e  " b o u r g e o i s  re- 
v i s i o n i s t  m i l i t a r y  l i n e 1 ' ) .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Peng  is c h a r g e d  
w i t h  h a v i n g  a t t e m p t e d  ( 1 )  t o  p u t  " t h e  army b e f o r e  t h e  
P a r t y ;  l1 (2 )  t o  c o u n t e r p o s e  " r e g u l a r i z a t i o n  and modern iza-  
t i o n "  a g a i n s t  " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t  i o n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  army;" 
(3) t o  s u b s t i t u t e  " t h e  s y s t e m  o f  one-man l e a d e r s h i p "  f o r  
t h e  " c o l l e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  P a r t y  commi t t ee"  i n  t h e  
army; and (4) t o  " p l a c e  m i l i t a r y  t e c h n i q u e  i n  t h e  f irst  
p l a c e t 1  i n  army b u i l d i n g .  F i n a l l y ,  and p e r h a p s  m o s t  i m -  
p o r t a n t ,  Peng is c h a r g e d  w i t h  h a v i n g  "opposed  t h e  p o l i c y  
advanced  by  Chai rman Mao o f  c r e a t i n g  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  and  
c o m p l e t e  ne twork  of modern n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  i n d u s t r i e s  
by  r e l y i n g  o n  o u r  own e f f o r t s , "  a d v o c a t i n g  i n s t e a d  "de- 
p e n d i n g  ... on  t h e  Khrushchev  r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e  f o r  improve-  
ment o f  o u r  a r m y ' s  e q u i p m e n t  and  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  up-to-  
d a t e  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  and  t e c h n o l o g y  ..." A s  e v i d e n c e  f o r  
t h e  l a t t e r ,  Peng  is q u o t e d  a s  h a v i n g  a r g u e d  f o r  a  d i v i s i o n  



o f , l a b o r  b e t w e e n  Ch ina  and  t h e  S o v i e t  Union i n , t h e  e v e n t  
of  w a r ,  w i t h  "China ... c o n t r i b u t i n g  t r o o p s  and  t h e  S o v i e t  I 

Union,  a tom bombs." 

I t  w a s ' a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  P e n g ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  oppos-  
i n g  Mao 's  l e a d e r s h i p  and  p o l i c i e s  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h a t  of 
Khrushchev .  The r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n w  
( a p p e a r i n g  i n  b o t h  o f f i c i a l  and Red Guard p u b l i c a t i o n s )  
c o n f i r m  wha t  had a l r e a d y  been  c r e d i b l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  
West - - tha t  when Peng Te -hua i  l a u q c h e d  h i s  a t t a c k  a t  Lushan 
he had t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Khrushchev  r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e .  . . l' 
F o r  h i s  p a r t ,  Peng is a l l e g e d  t o  have  "made secret d e a l s  
w i t h  K h r u ~ h c h e v , ~ ~  t o  have  " p r o v i d e d  Khrushchev  w i t h  a n t i -  
C h i n a  ' a m m u n i t i o n f , "  and  t o  have  " o p e n l y  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  . . 
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  g e n e r a l  l i n e ,  t h e  g r e a t  l e a p  
f o r w a r d  and  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  communes and t o  Chairman Mao and  
t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  Commit tee . .  . i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  Khru- 
s h c h e v  r e v i s i o n i s t s . "  I n  r e t u r n ,  Khrushchev  is s a i d  t o  
have  shown h i s  s u p p o r t  by  " l a u n c h i n g  a n  open  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  
o u r  p e o p l e ' s  communes1' f o u r  d a y s  a f t e r  Peng d e l i v e r e d  h i s  
1 4  , J u l y  " L e t t e r "  and by  o p e n l y  p r a i s i n g  Peng a f t e r  t h e  
e v e n t  a s  " c o r r e c t  and b rave"  and  a s  h i s  "best f r i e n d . "  

I n  f a c t ,  i t  is r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assume t h a t  K h r u s h c h e v ' s  
o f f e r  of s u p p o r t  was more s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  t a n g i b l e  t h a n  
t h i s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p e r h a p s  a  p l e d g e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  ( o r  a t  l e a s t  
u n d i m i n i s h e d )  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and  economic  
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  c e r t a i n  C h i n e s e  c o n c e s s i o n s .  F o l -  
l o w i n g  s o  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  sudden  S o v i e t  c a n c e l a t i o n  o n  20 
J u n e  1959  of its Oc tobe r  1957  ag reemen t  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  Chi-  
n e s e  i n  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  advanced  weapons ,  i t  is pos-  
s i b l e  t h a t  Peng r e c r u i t e d  s u p p o r t  a t  Lushan  o n  t h e  b a s i s  
of  a  p l e d g e  t o  r e i n s t a t e  t h i s  ag reemen t  o n c e  S o v i e t  c o n d i -  
t i o n s  were met. Whatever  Peng may have  hoped t o  g a i n  by 
a p p r o a c h i n g  ( o r  l i s t e n i n g  t o )  Khrushchev ,  i t  is o l e a r  t h a t  
h i s  scheme b a c k f i r e d .  To t h e  s t a n d a r d  e ~ i t h e t s  u s e d  t o  
denounce  Peng c o u l d  now be added  t h e  c h a i g e s  o f  " c o n s p i r a c y "  
and " t r e a s o n .  " 

Anothe r  m o t i v e  p r o m p t i n g  Peng t o  c h a l l e n g e  Mao is 1 
s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  c h a r g e  i n  t h e  Lushan  p a r t y  r e s o l u t i o n  I 

t h a t  h i s  " a n t i - p a r t y  c l i q u e u  c o n t a i n e d  e l e m e n t s  who " b e a r  
a  g r u d g e  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y M  (for wh ich  r e a d  Mao T s e - t u n g ) .  



P e r s o n a l  an imus  f u e l e d  by t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  h e  had b e e n  
b a d l y  u s e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  is r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  Peng  
a d d r e s s e d  t o  Mao ( a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  by Mao) a t  
Lushan:  " I n  Yenan,  you c u s s e d  m e  f o r  40 d a y s .  Now you , 

w i l l  n o t  a l l o w  me t o  c u s s  you f o r  20 d a y s . "  A s  a  member 
of t h e  " R e t u r n e d  S t u d e n t  C l i q u e "  who had been a  l e a d i n g  
t a r g e t  o f  t h e  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  campaign  i n  Yenan,  Chang 
Wen-t ien a l s o  had ample  c a u s e  t o  " b e a r  a  g r u d g e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  P a r t y . "  The v e n e r a b l e  Chu Teh  would a l s o  f i t  i n t o  
t h i s  c ' a t e g o r y  i f ,  a s  Red Guard p u b l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  f r e q u e n t l y  
a s s e r t e d ,  h e  f e l t  t h a t  h i s  e a r l i e r  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  war had n o t  been  p r o p e r l y  r e w a r d e d  i n  t h e  pos t -war  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  power.  A t  minimum, t h e s e  d i s c l o s u r e s  c a s t  
s e r i o u s  d o u b t  o n  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  M a o v s  famous  " u n i t y -  
c r i t i c i s m - u n i t y "  p o l i c y  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  e r r i n g  c o m r a d e s ,  
t h e  p o l i c y  o f  " l e a r n i n g  f rom p a s t  m i s t a k e s  t o  a v o i d  f u t u r e  
o n e s  and  c u r i n g  t h e  i l l n e s s  t o  s a v e  t h e  p a t i e n t . "  I n  t h e s e  
c a s e s ,  t h e  " i l l n e s s "  of d i s a f f e c t i o n  and  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
Mao had c l e a r l y  l i n g e r e d  on .  

D e s p i t e  t h i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
" r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  p r o c e s s ,  Mao d e c i d e d  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  t r e a t  
t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  Peng  Te -hua i  a n d  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  a s  a  
" c o n t r a d i c t i o n  among t h e  peop le . " .  A l though  t h e y  were 
d i s m i s s e d  from p o s i t i o n s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  gove rn -  
ment  and  p a r t y  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e y  were p e r m i t t e d ,  a s  t h e  p a r t y  1 I 
r e s o l u t i o n  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t o  " k e e p  t h e i r  membersh ip  or 
a l t e r n a t e  membership i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  or t h e  P o l i t -  
b u r o . . . "  I n  r e t u r n ,  t h e y  were to  "admi t  a n d  d i s c l o s e  a l l  , 
t h e i r  m i s t a k e s  b e f o r e  t h e  p a r t y  and  r e c t i f y  them i n  a c t i o n . "  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  Red Guard w a l l  p o s t e r s ,  Chu Teh was a n  e a r l y  
c a s u a l t y  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  of  " l e n i e n c y , "  a t t a c k e d  by  L i n  
P i a o  f o r  making  a n  " e x t r e m e l y  i n a d e q u a t e w  and  " i n s i n c e r e w  
self-cr i t ic ism and  c o n s e q u e n t l y  a s  b e i n g  "no l o n g e r  o f  a n y  
u s e . "  The  c o n t e n t s  o f  Peng  T e - h u a i ' s  c o n f e s s i o n ,  r e p o r t e d  
a s  t a k i n g  t h e  form o f  a  s h o r t  l e t t e r  t o  Mao, a r e  n o t  known, 
b u t  i t  was  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t r i t e  enough t o  e n a b l e  him t o  re- 
t u r n  t o  h i s  home p r o v i n c e  o f  Hunan ( h e  was r e p o r t e d  a s  
b e i n g  t h e r e  i n  1961)  whe re  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  l a t e r  r e p o r t  
by '  h i s  w i f e )  h e  " p a s s e d  h i s  time b r e e d i n g  f i s h  and  g r o w i n g  
v e g e t a b l e s .  " 



I n  t h e  communique o f  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum o f  t h e  E i g h t h  
I C e n t r a l  Committee i s s u e d  o n  28 September  1 9 6 2 ,  t h e  Lushan 

c o n f e r e n c e  would b e  p r a i s e d  f o r  h a v i n g  " v i c t o r i o u s l y  smashed 
a t t a c k s  by  r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s m ,  i . e  r e v i s i o n i s m  ..." I n  
r e t r o s p e c t ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  Peng Te-huai  was t h e  p r o t o t y p e  
of a l l  t h o s e  who would b e  a t t a c k e d  d u r i n g  t h e  " a u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  a s  "Khrushchev- type  r e v i s $ . o n i s t s W  w i t h i n  t h e  

I 

C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y .  I n  c r i t i c i z i n g  M a o f s  r a d i c a l  
I 

" g r e a t  l e a p  f o r w a r d "  and  commune p rog rams ,  Peng r e p r e s e n t e d  
a  l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  t h e  more p r a g m a t i c  and  t e c h n i c a l l y  minded 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  p r o f  e s s i o n a  1s w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  govern-  
ment  and  army who had come t o  see t h e  f o l l y  o f  t h e s e  pro-  
g rams .  I n  t h e i r  s t e a d ,  Peng may b e  s a i d  t o  have  advanced  
a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  model  o f  economic  and m i l i t a r y  deve lopmen t ,  
o n e  p a t t e r n e d  more c l o s e l y  o n  S o v i e t  e x p e r i e n c e  and f e a t u r -  
i n g  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  economic  and  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  
A s  t h e  symbol  b o t h  o f  S o v i e t  " r e v i s i o n i s t q f  i n f l u e n c e  and 
of o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao, t h e  Peng T e - h u a i  a f f a i r  would c a s t  
a  l o n g  shadow o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d .  A s  is now 
w e l l  documented ,  i t  was Wu H a n q s  p l a y  "Hai J u i f s  Dismis-  
s a l "  w r i t t e n  i n  ' d e f e n s e  o f  Peng Te-huai  wh ich  would  
p r e c i p i t a t e  t h e  l a u n c h i n g  o f  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1965 .  



The G r e a t .  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v 0 . 1 ~  t i o n  

"Bombard t h e  Headquar te r s"  

'IIn t h e  l a s t  50  d a y s  o r  more some l e a d -  
i n g  comrades from t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee r i g h t  
down t o  t h e  loc  a 1  l e v e l s .  . . have e x e r c i z e d  a  
b o u r g e o i s  d i c t a  t o r s h i p  and s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  
v i g o r o u s  movement o f  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . . . T h i s  is u t t e r l y  v i c i o u s .  
A s s o c i a t i n g  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  e r r o n e o u s  t e n d e n c i e s  
of t h e  r i g h t  d e v i a t i o n  i n  1962 and t h e  appar-  
e n t l y  ' l e f t '  b u t  a c t u a l l y  r i g h t  d e v i a t i o n  i n  
1964,  s h o u l d n ' t  t h i s  awaken p e o p l e  and make 
them ponder?Is --Ma0 Tse- tung '  s F i r s t  Wall  
P o s t e r ,  August 5 ,  1966.  

Developments i n  t h e  t h r e e - y e a r  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
Lushan plenum (1959-1962) demons t ra ted  t h a t  i n  i m p o r t a n t  
r e s p e c t s ,  i n  t h e  g r e a t  d e b a t e  o v e r  d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  s t a g e d  a t  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  m e e t i n g ,  Peng Te-huai  had 
been r i g h t  and Mao Tse- tung had been wrong. The combined 
e f f e c t  of i r r a t i o n a l  economic p o l i c y ,  s u c c e s s i v e  bad har-  
v e s t s  and t h e  S o v i e t  w i t h d r a w a l  of  t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  t h e  
summer of  1960 d e a l t  Mao's " g r e a t  l e a p  forward"  program 
of economic development a  s h a t t e r i n g  blow. Conf ron ted  
w i t h  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  economic and p o l i t i c a l  c o l l a p s e ,  t h e  
Ch inese  Communist r eg ime  responded  w i t h  a  ser ies  of  u r g e n t  
c o r r e c t i v e  measures  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of  1960-1961 and t h e n ,  
r e l u c t a n t l y  and p a i n f u l l y ,  w i t h  e v e n  more d r a s t i c  r e m e d i e s  
i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  f u r t h e r  r e t r e a t  from mid-1961 t o  mid-1962. 

The r e s u l t ,  a s  t h e  voluminous r e c o r d  o f  t h e  "cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ' '  h a s  made c l e a r ,  was t h e  w o r s t  o u t b r e a k  
of i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s s i d e n c e  s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  of  t h e  Chi-  
n e s e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c .  D i s a f f e c t e d  by t h e  widespread  s u f -  
f e r i n g  caused  b y  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  " g r e a t  l e a p  forward1'  pro- 
gram, a  number o f  China  s l e a d i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  r e s o r t e d  
t o  t h e  u s e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a l l e g o r y ,  o f  pseudonyms, and o f  
Aesopian l anguage  t o  c r i t i c i z e  p a r t y  p o l i c i e s  and even 
Mao Tse- tung h i m s e l f .  Wu H a n ' s  p l a y  "Hai J a i l s  Dismissa l1 '  



( p u b l i s h e d  i n  e a r l y  1961)  e x e m p l i f i e d  t h i s  crit icism of 
Mao Tse - tung  by l i k e n i n g  t h e  c a s e  o f  Peng Te -hua i  t o  t h a t  
o f  a  Ming Dynas ty  o f f i c i a l  who had b e e n  u n j u s t l y  d i s m i s s e d  
by  t h e  Emperor .  

F a r  more i m p o r t a n t  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  by t h e  w i n t e r  
of  1961-1962 o p p o s i t i o n  t o  M a o l s  p o l i c i e s  and  p rog rams  
e x t e n d e d  i n t o  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  to  i n c l u d e  a 
number o f  t h o s e  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  " f i r s t  l i n e "  of  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  who were c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o p i n g  
w i t h  t h i s  d o m e s t i c  crisis. A s  Mao Tse - tung  would sub -  
s e q u e n t l y  p o i n t  o u t  ( i n  a 24 O c t o b e r  1966 s p e e c h  t o  a  
p a r t y  work c o n f e r e n c e ) ,  t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  was o f  t w o  k i n d s  ' 

- - t h a t  c a r r i e d  o n  " s e c r e t l y "  by " t h e  Peng Chen group" 
a n d  t h a t  c a r r i e d  on l lopenly"  by " t h e  L i u  Shao-ch i  - Teng 
Hs iao -p ing  g r o u p . "  The  p r o g r e s s i v e  a w a r e n e s s  by Mao (and  
a  s m a l l  c o t e r i e  o f  t r u s t e d  a d v i s e r s )  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h i s  
o p p o s i t i o n  would c u l m i n a t e  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1965  i n  t h e  d e c i -  
s i o n  t o  i n i t i a t e  one  o f  t h e  most  e x t e n s i v e  and  v i o l e n t  
p a r t y  p u r g e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o r l d  Communist move- 
ment .  

A good example  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t y p e  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  was  
a  secret c o n f e r e n c e  convened  by t h e  p o w e r f u l  Mayor and  
F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of P e k i n g  Peng Chen i n  December 1961.  The  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  i t  is now c h a r g e d ,  was t o  make 
a c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w  o f  a l l  documen t s  i s s u e d  by t h e  C e n t r a l  
Committee s i n c e  1958,  t o  f i n d  "problems"  and " m i s t a k e s "  
and  t h u s ,  by " a t t a c k i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  l i n e ,  t h e  g r e a t  l e a p  
f o r w a r d ,  and  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  commune," d i s c r e d i t  and "opposew 
Chairman Mao. Once t h i s  d a t a  was c o l l e c t e d ,  t h e  problem 
r e m a i n e d  how t o  make u s e  o f  i t .  One p a r t i c i p a n t  a l l e g e d l y  
e x p r e s s e d  t h e  hope t h a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  would l e a d  t o  "cor -  
r e c t i n g  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ' s  m i s t a k e s  and  a l l o w i n g  C h a i r -  
man Mao t o  calm down and examine  h i m s e l f . "  A more r e a l i s t i c  
view was  e x p r e s s e d  by a n o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  however ,  who 
f i r s t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  C h i n a ' s  p r e d i c a m e n t  a s  r e s u l t i n g  f rom 
" m i s t a k e s  o f  l i n e "  made by  "Chairman Mao and t h e  P a r t y  
C e n t r a l  Committee" and  t h e n  p o i n t e d  o u t :  " I n  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of  t h e  P a r t y ,  no  m i s t a k e s  o f  l i n e  have  been  c o r r e c t e d  by 
t h o s e  who made them." F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  
t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e - - t h e  f i r s t  a c t  i n  t h e  " c o n s p i r a c y "  o f  t h e  
"Peng Chen groupw--were s u p p r e s s e d .  



Of f a r  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  
l l g r ea  t p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v ~ l u t i o n ~ ~ - - t h e  l1 t h i r d  b i g  
s t r u g g l e "  i n s i d e  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y  s i n c e  i t  
came t o  power i n  1949--was a n  e n l a r g e d  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  
work c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  a  month l a t e r  i n  J a n u a r y  1962 .  F o r  
i t  was  a t  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  a t t e n d e d  by some 7 , 0 0 0  p a r t y  
c a d r e s ,  t h a t  L i u  S h a o - c h i  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
c r i t i c i z e d  a  number of Mao T s e - t u n g l s  p o l i c i e s  and pro: 
g r a m s ,  and  t h e r e b y  r a i s e d  s e r i o u s  d o u b t s  i n  t h e  mind of 
Chai rman Mao a s  t o  t h e  l o y a l t y  a n d  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  h i s  
c h o s e n  s u c c e s s o r ,  I n d e e d ,  a s  Red Guard d i s c l o s u r e s  and 
r e g i m e  p ropaganda  have  s u g g e s t e d ,  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  
t h a t  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  may w e l l  h ave  been t h e  r e a l  p o i n t  of 
o r i g i n  of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

The e v i d e n c e  f o r  c o n c l u d i n g  t h a t  L i u  Shao-ch i  c r i -  
t i c i z e d ,  o b l i q u e l y  b u t  u n m i s t a k a b l y ,  Mao l s  p o l i c i e s  a t  
t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  is i m p r e s s i v e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  r e c e n t  c l a i m  
t h a t  o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  "a v i g o r o u s  s t r u g g l e  was  waged 
be tween  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  headed  by  Chairman 
Mao and t h e  b o u r g e o i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  headed  b y  C h i n a ' s  Khru- 
shchev"  ( i . e  L i u  S h a o - c h i )  is e x a g g e r a t e d ,  i t  seems c l e a r  
t h a t  Mao and L i u  r e v e a l e d  b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  op in i0 .n  i n  
t h e i r  s p e e c h e s  t o  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  g r a v i t y  
o f  C h i n a ' s  d o m e s t i c  p r o b l e m s  and  t h e  me thods  t h a t  s h o u l d  
be employed t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h e s e  p rob lems .  I n  a  s e n s e ,  
t h e i r  s p e e c h e s  and  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  
a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d e b a t e  which  had  t a k e n  p l a c e  
e a r l i e r  a t  Lushan .  What is more, t h e  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  i n  
t h i s  d e b a t e  would f i g u r e  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  l l cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . ' '  

A s  p o r t r a y e d  i n  v a r i o u s  Red Guard a c c o u n t s ,  Mao Tse-  
t u n g  and L i n  P i a o  s t o o d  o n  o n e  s i d e  i n  t h i s  d e b a t e  b r e a t h -  
i n g  l l r e v o l u t  i o n a r y  o p t i m i s m , "  a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  Maof s s t a t e -  
ment :  "The s i t u a t i o n  is v e r y  f a v o r a b l e .  Bu t  t h e r e  a r e  
s t i l l  many p rob lems .  The  f u t u r e  is b r i g h t . "  From o t h e r  
e x c e r p t s  o f  t h i s  s p e e c h ,  i t  is known t h a t  Mao warned  o f  
t h e  d a n g e r  posed  by C h i n a ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and  by " b ~ u r -  
g e o i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s "  i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  and o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  
need  t o  r e c o g n i z e  and  c a r r y  o n  a  " p r o t r a c t e d ,  complex  and 
a t  times ... v e r y  v i o l e n t  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e l ' i n  C h i n a ' s  s o c i a l -  
ist s o c i e t y .  
L 



The s o l u t i o n  t o  C h i n a ' s  p r o b l e m s  a d v a n c e d  by  L i n  
P i a o  a t  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  was t o  improve  p o l i t i c a l  and  
i d e o l o g i c a l  work-- to  s t u d y  "Mae T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t  ... t h e  
s o u l  and  t h e  v e r y  l i f e  o f  a l l  work.  When o n e  m a s t e r s  i t ,  
o n e  becomes p r o f i c i e n t  i n  e v e r y t h i n g . "  R e f l e c t i n g  t h i s  
v i e w ,  k e y  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  and  -- Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l s  e a r l i e r  
i n  ~ecember and J a n u a r y  had s u d d e n l y  r e v i v e d  l o n g  dormant  
c o n c e p t s  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  en thus i a sm1 '  and t h e  "sub- 
j e c t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y "  o f  t h e  m a s s e s  and c a l l e d  
upon p a r t y  c a d r e s  t o  " f u l l y  m o b i l i z e l l  t h i s  e n t h u s i a s m  for  
p r o d u c t i o n  b y  c a r r y i n g  o u t  i n t e n s i v e  " i d e o l o g i c a l  and  
p o l i t i c a l  work." 

A l i g n e d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h i s  d e b a t e  were L i u  
S h a o - c h i ,  Teng H s i a o - p i n g  and o t h e r  t o p  l e a d e r s  who s t o o d  
i n  t h e  "first l i n e "  and  t h u s  were c h a r g e d  w i t h  d e v i s i n g  
p r a c t i c a l  m e a s u r e s  f o r  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h i s  d o m e s t i c  crisis. 
R e s p o n d i n g  t o  Mao l s  o p t i m i s t i c  a s s e s s m e n t ,  L i u  i n  h i s  
s p e e c h  p o i n t e d  o u t :  "The v e r y  f a v o r a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  
Chai rman had d i s c u s s e d  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  
But  t h e  economic  s i t u a t i o n  c a n n o t  be s a i d  t o  be v e r y  f a v o r -  
a b l e ;  i t  is v e r y  u n f a v o r a b l e . "  I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  c a u s e s  
of t h i s  economic  crisis, L i u  r e p e a t e d  wha t  h e  had b e e n  t o l d  
by p e a s a n t s  i n  Hunan t h a t  i t  had r e s u l t e d  p r i m a r i l y  ("70 
p e r c e n t " )  f rom "man-made d i s a s t e r s " ,  and wen t  on  t o  cr i -  
t i c i ze  a m a j o r  i n g r e d i e n t  of t h e  " g r e a t  l e a p  fo rward"  pro-  
gram ( "Th i s  d o e s  n o t  pay") and  communes ("set u p  p r e m a t u r e l y v )  
f o r  h a v i n g  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  crisis. Moreover ,  i n  sub-  ' 

s e q u e n t  s p e e c h e s  i n  t h e . : s p r i n g  of 1 9 6 2 ,  L i u  d e p i c t e d  C h i n a ' s  
economy g e n e r a l l y  a s  b e i n g  "on t h e  b r i n k  of c o l l a p s e "  and  
c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  o p t i m i s t i c  v iew o f  C h i n a ' s  p r o b l e m s  (which 
Mao had p r e s e n t e d  i n  J a n u a r y )  as " u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a d m i t  
o u r  d i f f i c u l t i e s w  and " d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  t h e  b e a r i n g  of a  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r  a  p r o p e r  L e n i n i s t  a t t i t u d e . "  

Of e v e n  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  I 

p a p e r ,  was  L i u l s  advocacy  a t  t h i s  J a n u a r y  p a r t y  work con-  I 

f e r e n c e  of g r e a t e r  democracy  and  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  d i s s e n t  1 
i n  i n n e r - p a r t y  d i s c u s s i o n .  L i u ' s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  was t h e  I 

need  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  a number o f  t h o s e  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  and  1 
t e c h n i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  who had s p o k e n  up  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
M a o l s  " g r e a t  l e a p  f o r w a r d w  and  commune p rog rams  i n  1 9 5 9 ,  
a n d ,  l i k e  Peng T e - h u a i ,  had been  l a b e l e d  " R i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s t s . "  



I n  t h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g  t o  " r e v e r s e  t h e  v e r d i c t s 1 '  a t  Lushan 
and  e l s e w h e r e  i n  1 9 5 9 ,  L i u  made a  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween 
Peng Te-huai  who had b e e n  " g u i l t y  o f  t r e a s o n 1 '  ( i . e .  "main- 
t a i n e d  i l l i c i t  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s f 1 )  and  t h o s e  
who had m e r e l y  " s h a r e d  Peng Te-huai  I s  v i e w p o i n t .  l1 The 
l a t t e r ,  L i u  a r g u e d ,  had been  u n j u s t l y  t r e a t e d  s i n c e  1959 ' 

( s u b j e c t e d  t o  " r u t h l e s s  s t r u g g l e  and  merciless a t t a c k 1 ' )  
and d e s e r v e d  t o  be l l v i n d i c a t e d . "  

L i u  Shao-ch i  's r e f e r e n c e  t o  " t h e  m i s t a k e  o f  ' r u t h -  
less s t r u g g l e  and  merciless a t t a c k 1  '' was  s i g n i f i c a n t  , f o r  
i n  p a r t y  h i s t o r y  t h i s  m i s t a k e  had o n l y  o c c u r r e d  when a  
" L e f t i s t "  l e a d e r s h i p  had been  i n  c o n t r o l .  As d e s c r i b e d ,  
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  Teng H s i a o - p i n g ' s  r e p o r t  on  t h e  r e v i s e d  
p a r t y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a t  t h e  E i g h t h  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s  i n  September  
1956 ,  t h i s  m i s t a k e  r e s u l t e d  from " p u s h i n g  i n n e r - P a r  t y  s t r u g -  
g l e  t o  t h e  ex t r eme"  and  r e s u l t e d  i n  " s e v e r e  damage" t o  '! 

" p a r t y  u n i t y ,  i n n e r - p a r  t y  democracy and  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  
o f  t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  p a r t y  membership ..." I t  was i n  keep- 
i n g  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  and s p i r i t  o f  t h e  p a r t y  c o n s t i t u -  
t i o n ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  L i u  went  on  t o  a d v o c a t e  t h a t  "Those who 
s p e a k  a t  p a r t y  m e e t i n g s  s h a l l  n o t  be pun i shed"  and t o  c a l l  
f o r  "an open  o p p o s i t i o n .  . . w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y . "  

Thus ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  be t r u e ,  a s  Red Guard p u b l i c a -  
t i o n s  have  c h a r g e d ,  t h a t  L i u  Shao-chi  a t  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  
of 7,000 t o p  p a r t y  c a d r e s  i n  J a n u a r y  1962  n o t  o n l y  de- 
f e n d e d  M a o l s  e a r l i e r  c r i t i c s  b u t  r e p e a t e d  some o f  t h e  
same crit icisms o f  Mao1 s r a d i c a l  d o m e s t i c  p rog rams  which  
Peng Te -hua i  had first r a i s e d  a t  Lushan.  L i u l s  b a s i c  m i s -  
t a k e ,  a s  s u b s e q u e n t  e v e n t s  would d e m o n s t r a t e ,  was i n  t h i n k -  
i n g  t h a t  "open o p p o s i t i o n "  t o  Mao, no m a t t e r  how j u s t i f i e d 1  
i n  terms o f  p a r t y  c o n c e p t s  of  " d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m "  and  
l ' c o l l e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p , "  would b e  t o l e r a t e d .  A s  Chou En- 
l a i  would p u t  i t ,  i n  a s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  i n  Awgust o f  1967 ,  
i t  was " i l l o g i c a l u  f o r  L i u  Shao-chi  t o  a s s e r t  a t  t h i s  con-  
f e r e n c e :  " O t h e r s  c a n  s a y  t h i s ,  b u t  n o t  you Peng Te-huai . l l  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c o m m i t t i n g  t h i s  b a s i c  p o l i t i c a l  er- 
ror ,  L i u  Shao-chi  is a l s o  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a d v o c a t i n g  ( p e r h a p s  
a t  s u b s e q u e n t  p a r t y  m e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1962)  a s  
emergency  m e a s u r e s  "any method wh ich  is u s e f u l  t o  a r o u s i n g  
t h e  a c t i v i s m  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s  i n  p r o d u c t ' i o n . .  ." Among t h e  



methods  s p e c i f i e d  by L i u  a t  t h i s  t i m e  were " f i x i n g  o u t p u t  
q u o t a s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  and  i n d i v i d u a l  f a r m i n g , "  
p r a c t i c e s  l a t e r  a t t a c k e d  a s  " t h e  t h r e e  f r e e d o m s  and  one  
c o n t r a c t "  o r ,  more s i p p l y ,  a s  " g o i n g  i t  a lone"  i n  a g r i c u l -  
t u r e .  

T h e s e ,  t h e n ,  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  " e r r o n e o u s  t e n d e n c i e s  
of t h e  r i g h t  d e v i a t i o n  i n  1962" wh ich  Mao Tse - tung  would 
s u b s e q u e n t l y  a t t a c k  ( i n  h i s  w a l l  p o s t e r  o f  5 August 1966) 
a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  s e v e r a l  g r a v e  p o l i t i c a l  e r r o r s  by " l e a d -  
i n g  comrades" which  would l e a d  t o  t h e  " g r e a t a - p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  To  c o r r e c t  t h e s e  " e r r o n e o u s  t e n -  
d e n c i e s , "  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  d e c i d e d  i n  t h e  summer o f  1962 
t o  reclaim t h e  powers  wh ich  he  had d e l e g a t e d  a t .  t h e  E i g h t h  
P a r t y  C o n g r e s s  t o  L i u  Shao-ch i  and Teng Hs iao -p ing  i n  t h e  
i h t e r e s t s  o f  e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and a n  o r d e r l y  suc -  
c e s s i o n .  The o c c a s i o n  f o r  r e v e r s i n g  h i s  e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  "first l i n e  f r o n t w  and  a  "second l i n e  f r o n t w  
of command i n  t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p a r t y  was t h e  
T e n t h  Plenum o f  t h e  E i g h t h  C e n t r a l  Committee h e l d  i n  
September  1962 ,  a t  which  t i m e  ( a s  Mao would p u t  i t  i n  a  
25 O c t o b e r  1966 s p e e c h  t o  a p a r t y  work  c o n f e r e n c e )  " t h e  
s e c o n d - l i n e  f r o n t  was a b o l i s h e d . "  

Having  made t h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  Mao was f a c e d  w i t h  wha t  
m i g h t  be  c a l l e d  t h e  "King L e a r  problem1?-- the  problem of  
s e c u r i n g  o b e d i e n c e  a f ' t e r  one  h a s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  t h e  i n s t r u -  
men t s  o f  power.  I n  t h e  i n t e r i m  s i n c e  Mao had g i v e n  u p  
d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
l i f e  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  " a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  number o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  
kingdoms" ( t o  q u o t e  a g a i n  Mao's 2 5  O c t o b e r  1966 s p e e c h )  
had grown up ,  e a c h  r u l e d  by l e a d e r s  e x e r c i z i n g  c o n s i d e r -  
a b l e  a u t h o r i t y .  The most  p o w e r f u l  of  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  were, 
o f  c o u r s e ,  L i u  Shao-ch i  and Teng Hs iao -p ing  who c o n t r o l l e d  
t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  I n  t h e  p o l e m i c a l  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  
" g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  Mao was f a c e d  
w i t h  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  wh ich  "a  b o u r g e o i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  had 
e n t r e n c h e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  o f  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  of 
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  ." 

The immedia te  problem c o n f r o n t i n g  Mao was t o  d e v i s e  
a  s t r a t e g y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  h i s  h i g h - l e v e l  o p p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  
t h e  P a r t y .  T h i s  s t r a t e g y ,  wh ich  Mao r e v e a l e d  i n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  



s p e e c h  t o  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum i n  September  1962 ,  was t o  r e v i v e  
a n d  d e v e l o p  t o  a new and h i g h e r  s t a g e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " c l a s s  
s t r u g g l e t 1  i n  s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  By means o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t ,  
Mao was  a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  p a s t  f a i l u r e s  and crit icism of h i s  
p o l i c i e s  a s  l a r g e l y  t h e  handiwork  of " f o r e i g n  a n d  d o m e s t i c  
c lass  e n e m i e s ,  l1 a g a i n s t  whose p o i s o n o u s  i n f l u e n c e  ( " r e v i -  
s i o n i s m " )  i t  was  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n n o c u l a t e  a l l  s e g m e n t s  o f  
C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y  by means o f  a  m a s s i v e  l l s o c i a l  ist e d p c a  t i o n "  
campa ign .  D e m o n s t r a t i n g  h i s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n ,  i f  n o t  o b s e s -  
s i o n ,  w i t h  t h i s  c o n c e p t ,  Mao is q u o t e d  a s  s a y i n g  a t  a n o t h e r  
p a r t y  m e e t i n g  i n  J u n e  1963:  " W e  s h o u l d  t a l k  a b o u t  c l a s s  
s t r u g g l e  e v e r y  d a y ,  e v e r y  month,  e v e r y  y e a r  ... W i t h o u t  t a l k -  
i n g  a b o u t  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  no  problem c a n  be e x p l a i n e d . l l  

The n e x t  s t e p  was t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  L i u  Shao-ch i ,  
Teng  H s i a o - p i n g  and o t h e r  r u l e r s  o f  " i n d e p e n d e n t  kingdoms" 
w e r e ,  by  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  p a s t  and  c o n t i n u e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
Mao, g u i l t y  o f  l l r e v i s i o n i s m l l  and f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  d e s e r v e d  . 
t o  be removed.  T h i s  would p r o v e  t o  be a  l o n g  and d i f f i -  
c u l t  p r o c e s s ,  however ,  which  would i n  t i m e  n e c e s s i t a t e  
l a u n c h i n g  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a p i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ~ ~  
A s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  o n e  r e a s o n  i t  would t a k e  s o  l o n g  is 
t h a t  Mao had t o  move c a u t i o u s l y  a n d  c i r c u m s p e c t l y  a g a i n s t  
h i s  o l d  "comrades i n  arms" b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  e n t r e n c h e d  
p o s i t i o n  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  Another  r e a s o n  
is t h a t  Mao p r o b a b l y  hoped ,  a s  s u g g e s t e d  by h i s  c a l l  a t  
t h e  T e n t h  Plenum o n  " o l d  l e a d e r s T 1  t o  " s t u d y  and be e d u c a t e d , "  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some o f  them would c e a s e  t o  oppose  him and  
t h u s  v o l u n t a r i l y  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  " independen  ttT powers .  
P r o b a b l y  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n ,  however ,  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  d e l a y  i n  Maols  campaign  t o  d i s c r e d i t  and  remove h igh -  
l e v e l  o p p o n e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  two y e a r  
p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum, was  t h e  need  f o r  r e l a -  
t i v e  o r d e r  and s t a b i l i t y  t o  p e r m i t  C h i n a ' s  economy t o  re- 
c o v e r  f r o m  its n e a r  c o l l a p s e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  " g r e a t  l e a p  
f o r w a r d .  

A s  e v i d e n c e  for t h i s  l a s t  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  a p p e a r s  
i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t o  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  P r e m i e r . C h o u  E n - l a i ,  
i n  a  m a j o r  work r e p o r t  t o  t h e  T h i r d  N a t i o n a l  P e o p l e ' s  
C o n g r e s s  i n  December 1964 ,  f i r s t  announced  t h a t  " t h e  t a s k  
o f  r e a d j u s t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  economy h a s  b e e n  b a s i c a l l y  
a c c o m p l i ~ h e d ~ ~  and  t h e n  went  o n  t o  a t t a c k  a  number o f  t h e  



emergency p o l i c i e s  and programs i n s t i t u t e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
c o l l a p s e  of  t h e  ' ' g r e a t  l e a p  forward" i n  1960j1962 a s  t h e  
handiwork of l l c l a s s  enemies ."  Although n o t  r e v e a l e d  a t  
t h e  time, i t  is now known from Red Guard m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  
most  of t h e  p o l i c i e s  which Chou c r i t i c i z e d  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  
had e i t h e r  been  a d v o c a t e d  o r  approved by L i u  Shao-chi  and 
Teng Hsiao-ping i n  t h i s  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d .  Now, a f t e r  C h i n a ' s  
economy had r e v i v e d ,  a  number o f  t h e  measures  which had 
e n a b l e d  t h i s  r e c o v e r y  were a t t a c k e d  a s  l 'bourgeois ' l  and 
" r e v i s i o n i s t "  i n  n a t u r e .  

The f a c t  t h a t  Chou En- la i  i n i t i a t e d  t h i s  new a t -  
t a c k  ( i n d i r e c t ,  of  c o u r s e )  a g a i n s t  L iu  Shao-chi  and Teng 
Hsiao-ping is i n  itself s i g n i f i c a n t  and d e s e r v e s  f u r t h e r  
e x p l a n a t i o n .  On r e c o r d  i n  October  1960 w i t h  a  g lowing  
t r i b u t e  t o  Maols t h o u g h t  ( a n  a c t  of o b e i s a n c e  which L iu  
Shao-chi  d i d  n o t  see f i t  t o  perform t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d ) ,  
Chou is a l s o  c r e d i t e d  i n  a Red Guard p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h  hav- 
i n g  j o i n e d  L i n  P i a o  a t  t h e  f a t e f u l  J a n u a r y  1962 work con- 
f e r e n c e  ( d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  above) i n  " d e f e n d i n g  t h e  
t h o u g h t  o f  Mao Tse- tung and t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
l i n e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by Mao Tse-tung."  Thus,  wha tever  h i s  
r e a l  views on p o l i c y  (Chou has  been g e n e r a l l y  r e g a r d e d  
a s  t h e  symbol o f  r e l a t i v e l y  modera te  f o r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
C h i n e s e  Communis t .Pa r ty ) ,  t h e  r e c o r d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Chou 
E n - l a i  de fended  Mao a g a i n s t  h i s  c r i t i c s  d u r i n g  t h i s  
c r u c i a l  p e r i o d  and by t h i s  a c t  of l o y a l t y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  
h i s  f i t n e s s  t o  s e r v e  a s  one  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  i n  
t h e  e n s u i n g  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

F a r  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h i s  a t t a c k ,  however, was 
one which Mao p e r s o n a l l y  launched a g a i n s t  Liu  Shao-chi  a t  
a  C e n t r a l  Committee work c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  J a n u a r y  1965. 
The purpose  of  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  a s  r e c e n t  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s  
have  d i s c l o s e d ,  was t o  c r i t i c i ze  and r e c t i f y  m i s t a k e s  com- 
m i t t e d  by Liu  Shao-chi i n  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  r u r a l  " s o c i a l i s t  
e d u c a t i o n "  o r  lVfour  c l e a r a n c e "  campaign i n  1964.  These  
m i s t a k e s  a r e  s a i d  t o  have i n c l u d e d  (1 )  making t o o  gloomy 
a n  assessment  of  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  campaign;  (2) a d v o c a t -  
i n g  s t r i n g e n t  measures  a g a i n s t  b a s i c - l e v e l  c a d r e s  a s  a  whole ;  
(3) d e n i g r a t i n g  one  of  Mao's work, methods-- tha t  o f  h o l d i n g  
" i n v e s t i g a t i o n  mee t ings" ;  and (4)  s u b s t i t u t i n g  h i s  own 
views i n  p l a c e  of  Mao's t h e o r e t i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  



t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  " f o u r  c l e a r a n c e w  movement. A s  L i u  Shao- 
c h i  would a d m i t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  i n  h i s  O c t o b e r  1966  "self-  
c r i t i c i s m  ," t h e s e  c o n s t i t u t e d  " m i s t a k e s  which  a p p e a r e d  
' L e f t i s t f  b u t  were a c t u a l l y  R i g h t i s t w - - t h e  s e c o n d  g r a v e  
p o l i t i c a l  e r r o r  f o r  wh ich  Mao would a t t a c k  L i u  Shao-ch i  
i n  h i s  5 August  1966  w a l l  p o s t e r .  

I t  must  have  b e e n  c l e a r  t o  t h o s e  p r e s e n t ,  moreove r ,  
t h a t  Mao was l e v e l i n g  a s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  a t t a c k  o n  L i u  
a t  t h i s  work c o n f e r e n c e .  V i e w s  which L i u  had  a d v o c a t e d  
t h e  p r e c e e d i n g  Sep tember  a t  a n o t h e r  p a r t y  m e e t i n g  were ' 

denounced  i n  t h e  document  drawn u p  u n d e r  Mao's s u p e r v i s i o n  
(llSome C u r r e n t  P r o b l e m s  R a i s e d  i n  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  E d u c a t i o n  
Movement i n  t h e  R u r a l  Areas" o r ,  more s i m p l y ,  "The 23  
P o i n t s 1 ' )  a s  " n o t  Marx i s t -Len in i s t1 ' - - a  s e r i o u s  c h a r g e  i n  
a  Communist s t a t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  document  r e v e a l e d  
t h a t  a  new t a r g e t  had b e e n  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  
e d u c a t i o n "  campaign  i n  u r b a n  and r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  same 
t a r g e t  a s  t h a t  wh ich  would be s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  " g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - " t h o s e  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  
who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  and  are t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d . "  
And when t h e  document  f u r t h e r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  " c l a s s  
enemies"  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  were b e i n g  s u p p o r t e d  and pro-  
t e c t e d  by p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  " a t  h i g h e r  l e v e l s . . . e v e n  p r o v i n -  
c i a l  and  c e n t r a l  l e v e l s , "  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  Mao was i n t e n t  
upon e x t e n d i n g  t h e  s c o p e  o f  h i s  l a t e s t  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  
campaign i n t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  e c h e l o n s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p .  

T o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  Lushan  plenum i n  Augus t  1959 ,  
t h e  J a n u a r y  1962  c o n f e r e n c e  of  7 , 0 0 0  p a r t y  c a d r e s ,  and  
t h e  T e n t h  Plenum i n  Sep tember  1962 ,  t h i s  p a r t y  work con- 
f e r e n c e  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 6 5  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  m i l e s t o n e  on  t h e  
r o a d  t o  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  R e -  
c o u n t i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  t h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  f 

t i o n , ' '  Chou E n - l a i  would s u b s e q u e n t l y  u n d e r l i n e  t h e  i m -  
p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

A t  t h a t  time, Chai rman Mao e x p r e s s e d  h i s  n e a r  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  L i u  Shao-ch i .  D e s p i t e  h i s  
h e l p  f o r  20  y e a r s ,  L i u  had n o t  l i v e d  u p  t o  
e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  and a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o u r  d e p u t y  
sup reme  commander Comrade L i n  P i a o  had become 
t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  m a s s e s .  



E i g h t e e n  months  would e l a p s e  b e f o r e  Mao Tse-Cung 
would convene  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum o f  t h e  E i g h t h  C e n t r a l  
Committee t o  d e p o s e  L i u  Shao-chi  and name L i n  P i a o  a s  h i s  
l t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r .  I t  B e f o r e  he c o u l d  d o  t h i s ,  i t  
was  f i rs t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s o l v e  I t t h e  p rob lem o f  Pekingf1  where ,  
a s  Mao p h r a s e d  i t  i n  h i s  O c t o b e r  196%6 work*' c o n f e r e n c e  
s p e e c h ,  Mayor and  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  Peng Chen had c o n s t r u c t e d  
a n  " i n d e p e n d e n t  kingdom" s o  t i g h t  t h a t  " t h e r e  was n o t  even  
room t o  d r i v e  i n  a n e e d l e . "  The  s t o r y  of Mao l s  e n t r a p m e n t  
of  Peng  Chen ( i . e .  u s i n g  o n e  o f  P e n g l s  s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  Wu 
Han, a s  a s t a l k i n g  h o r s e )  is w e l l  known and  w i l l  n o t  b e  
r e p e a t e d  h e r e .  

I t  was a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  o t h e r  mem- 
bers o f  "Peng Chenl  s g r o u p , "  p r i n c i p a l l y  Communist China 's 
s e c o n d - r a n k i n g  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  who had a t -  
t e m p t e d ,  i t  was l a t e r  c h a r g e d ,  " t o  e s t a b l i s h  ... a n  independ- 
e n t  kingdom i n  t h e  army." A s  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f ,  Lo p e r s o n i f i e d  
c o n t i n u i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army 
t o  M a o l s  v i e w s  o n  a r m y - b u i l d i n g  ( f e a t u r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  i n -  
d o c t r i n a t i o n  and  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of m i l i -  
t a r y  t r a i n i n g ) .  F o r  t h e s e  and o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  a s  t h e  r e c o r d  
o f  c h a r g e s  makes c l e a r ,  b o t h  Mao and  L i n  P i a o  had a t  l e a s t  
a s  e a r l y  a s  F e b r u a r y  1965  come t o  d i s t r u s t  Lo J u i - c h i n g .  
Occupying  a  p o w e r f u l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist 
h i e r a r c h y ,  i t  is n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  Lo was t h e  f i r s t  
c a s u a l t y  of t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  
d i s a p p e a r i n g  i n  l a t e  November 1965 .  

F i n a l l y ,  i t  was  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  t r a p  w i t h  I 1 
which  t o  e n s n a r e  L i u  Shao-chi  and  a l l  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  p a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  who had c o n t i n u e d  "openly"  t o  o p p o s e  Mao Tse- tung .  
The s t r a t e g y  i n  t h i s  c a s e  was  t o  i n c i t e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
t e a c h e r s  and  s t u d e n t s 1 '  ( t h e  p r e c u r s o r s  of t h e  Red Guards )  
i n  J u n e  and J u l y  of  1966 t o  rise u p  a g a i n s t  t h e  "work 
teams" s e n t  by  L i u  Shao-chi ,  Teng H s i a o - p i n g  and  o t h e r  
l e a d e r s  t o  r e a s s e r t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  p a r t y  o v e r . M a o T s  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 '  i n  C h i n a ' s  c u l t u r a l  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  I 

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Once t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  had been  c h a l l e n g e d  
and had c o u n t e r a t t a c k e d ,  i ts  l e a d e r s  c o u l d  t h e n  b e  i n d i c t e d  
for  t h e  same crime c h a r g e d  a g a i n s t  Peng  Chen-- tha t  o f  a t -  
t e m p t i n g  t o  s u p p r e s s  " t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  L e f t .  l1 



T h i s  was t h e  t h i r d  and  by f a r  t h e  most  s e r i o u s  c h a r g e  
l e v e l e d  by  Mao T s e - t u n g  i n  h i s  5 August  1966 w a l l  p o s t e r  
- - t h a t  L i u  Shao-chi  a n d  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  " t h e  C e n t r a l  Com- 
mittee r i g h t  down t o  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l s "  had commit ted  t h e  
" u t t e r l y  v i c i o u s w  crime o f  " e x e r c i z i n g  a b r o u g e o i s  d i c t a t o r -  
s h i p  and  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  v i g o r o u s  movement of t h e  g r e a t  

. p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . .  .',' The time had come t o  
s p r i n g  t h e  t r a p  on  L i u  Shao-ch i ,  Teng H s i a o - p i n g  and a  
l a r g e  number o f  o t h e r  h i g h - r a n k i n g  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  a t r a p  
wh ich  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  Mao Tse - tung  may w e l l  have  
b e e n  p r e p a r i n g  s i n c e  1962.  



C o n c l u s i o n s  ! 

A s  p o r t r a y e d  i n  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e s  o f  t h e  " g r e a t  pro-  
l e t a r  i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  f a c t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  
Communist P a r t y  C e n t r a l  Committee s i n c e  1949  h a s  been  
m o t i v a t e d  by c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  power,  p o l i c y  and p e r s o n a l  
r i v a l r y .  T h a t  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  have  been  p r e s e n t  i n  e a c h  
of t h e  " t h r e e  b ig  s t r u g g l e s H  o f  t h e  p a s t  1 9  y e a r s  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o d u c e  t e n s i o n  and  c o n f l i c t  
w i t h i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  

The first o f  t h e s e ,  t h e  power f a c t o r ,  r e f l e c t s  t h e  
first p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  e n g a g i n g  i n  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e - - t h e  
n e e d  f o r  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  power base ( o r  " i n d e p e n d e n t  k ing -  
dom"). These  have  been  b o t h  g e o g r a p h i c a l  ( e . g .  t h e  r e g i o n a l  
power bases o f  Kao Kang and  J a o  Shu- sh ih  i n  N o r t h e a s t  and  
E a s t  C h i n a  and  o f  Peng Chen i n  P e k i n g )  and  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
( e . g .  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army i n  a l l  t h r e e  s t r u g g l e s  
and t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  in t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n " )  i n  n a t u r e .  The  p i v o t a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  army, 
t h e  most  p o w e r f u l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r t y ,  i n  a l l  
t h r e e  s t r u g g l e s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  v a l i d i t y  of  
Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  famous  w a r n i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  1930's t h a t  t h e  
p a r t y  must  " d i r e c t  t h e  gun ,  and  n e v e r  a l l o w  t h e  gun  t o  
d i r e c t  t h e  p a r t y . ' '  I t  is p e r t i n e n t  t o  a s k ,  however ,  how 
Mao i n t e n d s  t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  now t h a t  h i s  p a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  h a s  been  l a r g e l y  d e s t r o y e d  and  r e p l a c e d  by new 
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  o r g a n s  o f  power l a r g e l y  domina ted  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y .  

The s e c o n d  f a c t o r - - t h e  p o l i c y  f a c t o r - - h a s  b e e n  
e s p e c i a l l y  p rominen t  i n  t h e  l a s t  two f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee .  A l though  i n v o l v i n g  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y ,  t h e  d i s p u t e  h a s  c e n t e r e d  o n  d o m e s t i c  p o l i c y ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  p r o p e r  s t r a t e g y  f o r  p r o m o t i n g  C h i n a ' s  
economic ,  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  m i l i t a r y  deve lopmen t .  The  
c e n t r a l  i s s u e  i n  t h i s  d e b a t e  h a s  been  Mao's c o n t e n t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  same t e c h n i q u e s  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
m o b i l i z a t i o n  which  worked s o  w e l l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  c a n  be a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of  a  modern s o c i e t y .  The  u l t i m a t e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  "mass l i n e "  a p p r o a c h  t o  economic  
a n d  s o c i a l  deve lopmen t  w a s ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  " g r e a t  l e a p  



fo rward . "  I t  was t h i s  r e l i a n c e  o n  mass  movenen t s  i n  
economic c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  which  Peng Te-huai  f o c u s e d  h i s  
a t t a c k  a t  t h e  Lushan  plenum. 

By r e p e a t i n g  t h i s  cr i t ic ism a t  t h e  J a n u a r y  1962  
p a r t y  work c o n f e r e n c e ,  L i u  Shao-ch i  s e k  i n  m o t i o n  a  
series of d e v e l o p m e n t s  which  would l e a d  i n  t i m e  t o  t h e  
" g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  l1 A l t h o u g h  he 
c o u l d  c i t e  t h e  p a r t y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  as j u s t i f y i n g  h i s  "open 
o p p o s i t i o n , "  o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  L i u  mus t  h a v e  s u s p e c t e d  
t h a t  Mao would t r ea t  t h i s  cri t icism as  a d i r e c t  p e r s o n a l  
a t t a c k .  I n d e e d ,  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  see how criticism of 
b a s i c  p a r t y  p o l i c y  i n  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  s y s t e m  c a n  be con- 
s t r u e d  i n  a n y  o t h e r  way t h a n  a n  a t t a c k  upon t h e  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s h i p .  L i u  may h a v e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h i s  
a rgument  combined w i t h  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  r e n d e r e d  him immune t o  
c o u n t e r a t t a c k .  

The t h i r d  f a c t o r - - t h e  f a c t o r  o f  p e r s o n a l  r i v a l r y - -  
is a l s o  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  "three b i g  ' 

s t r u g g l e s "  w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee s i n c e  1949.  A 
p r o m i n e n t  f e a t u r e  i n  b o t h  t h e  Kao-Jao and  Peng Te -hua i  
a f f a i r s ,  t h i s  e l e m e n t  of p e r s o n a l  a n t a g o n i s m  and  c o n f l i c t  
h a s  p l a y e d  a n  e v e n  more  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e ,  i t  is b e l i e v e d ,  
i n  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v ~ l u t i o n . ~ '  F o r  i t  
a p p e a r s  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t h a t  Mao Tse - tung  d i d  i n  f a c t  i n -  
t e r p r e t  L i u  S h a o - c h i ' s  cr i t ic ism a t  t h e  J a n u a r y  1962  
p a r t y  work c o n f e r e n c e  as  a d i r e c t  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  b o t h  h i s  
p o l i c i e s  and h i m s e l f  and  d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  l o n g  t h e r e a f t e r  
t o  make new a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r . l l  

The c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  would be momentous. 
I t  would mean, i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  smoo th  s u c c e s s i o n  wh ich  Mao 
had hoped t o  a c h i e v e  by c o n f e r r i n g  power and  p r e s t i g e  on  
L i u  Shao-ch i  a s  head  o f  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e  s tar t  o f  
a s u c c e s s i o n  s t r u g g l e .  I t  would n e c e s s i t a t e  a t h o r o u g h  
p u r g i n g  o f  a l l  t h o s e  i n  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  who had s t a k e d  
t h e i r  c a r e e r s  o n  t h e  e v e n t u a l  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  power o f  L i u  
Shao-ch i  and  Teng Hs iao -p ing  a n d ,  as  a r e s u l t ,  had e s p o u s e d  
t h e  v i ews  and  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e s e  p a r t y  mach ine  l e a d e r s .  
I t  would r e q u i r e  e n l i s t i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  
whose b a s e s  o f  power l a y  o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  
p r i n c i p a l l y  L i n  P i a o  ( i n d i s p e n s a b l e  as Commander i n  C h i e f  



of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army) and  Chou E n - l a i  ( a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t  as  a n  a b l e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
t h e  government  b u r e a u c r a c y ) .  I t  would r e q u i r e  t h e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  e l a b o r a t e  t r a p  w i t h  which t o  e n s n a r e  L i u  
Shao-chi  and Teng Hs iao -p ing  and t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  and  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  s u c h  e x t r a - p a r t y  mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  as t h e  Red Guards  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  e l e m e n t  of 
f o r c e  needed t o  s p r i n g  t h i s  t r a p .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  
t o  s e l e c t  a  new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r w  would l e a d ,  a f t e r  
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  had been  made, to  t h e  l a u n c h i n g  
o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  "great p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ~ ~  
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