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' tt . . . what dark passionst and inflammable - .  
c r e d u l i t i e s  do w e  f i n d ,  sometimes a c c i d e n t a l l y  
r e l e a s e d ,  sometimes d e l i b e r a t e l y  r n o b i l i ~ e d . ' ~  

--- Hugh Trevor-Roper, The Eusopean Witch 
. \ Ctaze o f  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  and Seventeenth 

Centur ies  



THE ROLE OF THE RED GUARDS AND 

REVOLUTIONARY REBELS I N  MAO' S CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

MEMORANDUM TO RECIPIENTS: 

Among China a n a l y s t s ,  no even t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of 
Communist China has  provoked g r e a t e r  deba te  t han  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  convu l s ion  which Mao Tse-tung c a l l s  t h e  "g rea t  

, p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ~ '  Divergent  viewpoints  . 
concerning t h e  o r i g i n s ,  purposes ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  and dynamics 
of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion a r e  l i k e l y  t o  p e r s i s t .  

One of t h e  most confus ing  a s p e c t s  of t h e  s cene  h a s  
been t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  bands of s t u d e n t  f a n a t i c s  t h a t  
s e rved  a s  shock t roops  f o r  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution--the .. 
Red Guards and t h e  Revolu t ionary  Rebels. Th i s  r e p o r t  
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  o r i g i n s  and r o l e  of t h o s e  groups and t h e r i r  
u l t i m a t e  demise a s  t h e  vanguard of t h e  C u l t u r a l    evolution 
t o  be r e p l a c e d  by teams composed of workers,  peasan t s ,  and 
s o l d i e r s .  

T h i s  s t a f f  s t u d y  w i l l  no t  l a y  t o  rest d i f f e r e n c e s  
of view among knowledgeable China a n a l y s t s .  I t  is w ~ i t t e n  
from a base  of r e s e a r c h  and a n a l y s i s  which holds  t h a t  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  is Mao's c r e a t i o n  and h i s  v e h i c l e  f o r  
a t t empt ing  t o  b u i l d  a  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r d e r ,  and t h a t  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  d i d  no t  end w i t h  t h e  d e s t r u ~ t i o n ~ o f  t h e  
Red Guards. Ra ther ,  t h e  f irst  major phase of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revolu t ion  ended, and t h a t  phase was a  massive purge which 
l e d  t o  t h e  v i r t u a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  
and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  appa ra tus .  Mao's chosen inst rument  f o r  
purposes  of t h e  purge--the Red Guards and Revolut ionary . 
Rebels--outl ived its u s e f u l n e s s  and proved unequal t o  t h e  
t a s k s  of t h e  nex t  s t a g e  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion,  i.0.; 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  and consdk la t ion  of a  new Maoist  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
o rde r .  Consequently,  he ordered  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  - .  



Red Guard and Revolu t ionary  Rebel movement and has  now 
turned  t o  a phaseW'of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion which w i l l  
be p r i m a r i l y  c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a  new p o l i t i c a l  
and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  appa ra tus ,  wh i l e  ma in t a in ing  a  s p i r i t  
of permanent r e v o l u t i o n .  

Th i s  t h e s i s  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  does n o t  ho ld ,  
nor  does it r e q u i r e ,  t h a t  Mao has  a t  a l l  p o i n t s  been i n  
f u l l  c o n t r o l  of even t s ,  t h a t  he  is fo l lowing  some i n f l e x i b l e  
s c e n a r i o  worked out  i n  advance, t h a t  h e  is unresponsive 
t o  adv ice ,  o r  t h a t  he is be ing  o r  w i l l  be s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
h i s  b roader  purposes .  

-2 . 
The t h e s i s  does hold t h a t  Mao is and has  been i n  

command throughout  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion ,  t h a t  t h e  major 
s h i f t s  i n  emphasis have been a t  h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h a t  he has  
not--at l e a s t  no t  yet--been s u c c e s s f u l l y  manipulated o r  
f o r c e d  i n ' o n e  p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  o r  ano the r  by some c o a l i t i o n  
of c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  moderates ,  o r  p r a g m a t i s t s .  The t h e s i s  
a l s o  ho lds  t h a t  Mao's C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  has  s e r i o u s l y  
d i s r u p t e d  and weakencid t h e  f a b r i c  of Chinese s o c i e t y  and, 
consequent ly ,  bred v a s t  problems f o r  t h e  fuhure ,  t h a t  Mao's 
chances of c r e a t i n g  a  new Maoist  man o r  n a t i o n  a r e  hope- 
l e s s l y  u top ian ,  and t h a t  h i s  f e a r s  of t endenc ie s  toward 
wrevis ionismll  a r e  w e 1  1-f ounded. 

The members of t h e  S p e c i a l  Research S t a f f  a r e  i n  
g e n e r a l  agreement w i t h  t h e s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s ;  however, t h i s  
s t u d y  of t h e  Red Guarck and Revolut ionary Rebels is t h e  
work of one r e s e a r c h  a n a l y s t ,  Dennis J .  Doolin. 

John Kerry King 
Ch ie f ,  DD/I S p e c i a l  Research S t a f f  
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THE ROLE OF THE RED GUARDS AND 
REVOLUTIONARY REBELS, I N  MAO'S CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Mao T s e - t u n g l s  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  c a n  best be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  t h e  a g i n g  d i c t a t o r ' s  
r e a c t i o n  t o  r e a l  and  imag ined  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s  w i l l  
w i t h i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y  and  C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y  
a t  l a r g e .  I n  t h e  p u r g e  t h a t  h a s  c o n v u l e e d  Ch ina  for  t h e  
p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  and more ,  c e r t a i n  members o f  t h e  P a r t y  
e l i t e  were c l e a r l y  p r e - t a r g e t e d  a n d  beyond s a v i n g ,  no  
m a t t e r  how l t c o r r e c  t l y t t  t h e y  r e s p o n d e d  t o  l a t e r  d e v e l o p -  
m e n t s .  O t h e r s  w e r e  pu rged  b e c a u s e  t h e y  f a i l e d  t h e  'ttestlt 
by r e s p o n d i n g  i n c o r r e c t r y  t o  Mao 's  vague  and i l l - d e f i n e d  , 

d i r e c t i v e s .  S t i l l  o t h e r s ,  much fewer i n  number,  s u r v i v e d  
by e f f e c t i n g  a n  e a r l y  mea c u l p a ,  t u r n i n g  a g a i n s t  L i u  Shao-  
c h i ,  and  s c o u r g i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  "bourgeo i s11  t r a i t s  w i t h  
a  heavy  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  " t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  Mao Tse- tung ."  

The  s h o c k  t r o o p s  o f  t h i s  p u r g e  have  been  t h e  Red 
G u a r d s ,  p u b l i c l y  s u r f a c e d  a t  a  P e k i n g  mass  r a l l y  o n  18 
Augus t  1 9 6 6 ,  and  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s ,  who swung 
i n t o  a c t i o n  l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  a s  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  
y o u t h f u l  f a n a t i c s .  T h e s e  g r o u p s ,  from whose r a n k s  some 
new P a r t y  and  government  c a d r e s  were t o  be s e l e c t e d ,  
were t h e m s e l v e s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  l e d  t o  be s t e e l e d  a n d  p u r i -  
f i e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  a r t i f i c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  

I t  is t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  
o r i g i n s  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s ,  t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
t h e  r o l e  t h e y  have  p l a y e d  a t  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  wh ich  
was i n t e n d e d  t o  h o l d  them t o g e t h e r  a s  u n i q u e  e x t r a - P a r t y  
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  Mao t s  p u r g e .  As w i l l  b e  s e e n ,  a  r e v i t a l i z e d  
n a t i o n - - p o p u l a t e d  by t h e  new M a o i s t  man, o f  o n e  mind and  
i n t u i t i v e l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  o l d  m a n ' s  w i l l  d i d  n o t  
emerge--nor c o u l d  i t ,  b e i n g  a  h o p e l e s s l y  u t o p i a n  scheme 
c o n t r a r y  t o  human n a t u r e .  What d i d  emerge was a  Ch ina  
b e r e f t  o f  many o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  of a u t h o r i t a r i a n  con-  
t r o l ,  w i t h  a  younge r  g e n e r a t i o n  m o t i v a t e d  i n  many i n s t a n c e s  
n o t  by Mao t s  t h o u g h t  and  v i s i o n s  o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  b u t  
by c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s e l f - a d v a n c e m e n t  a n d  
m a t e r i a l  w e l l - b e i n g .  



11. FALL 1965 TO MID-AUGUST 1966:  "READY, GET SET ..." 

A. I n i t i a l  Red Guard S e l e c t i o n  and  O r g a n i z a t i o n  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  Red 
Guards  was a t . t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  18 Augus t  r a l l y ,  p r e p a r a -  
t i o n s  had b e e n  underway f o r  some mon ths .  Open s o u r c e s  
g e n e r a l l y  i d e n t i f y  t h e  No. 2 Midd le  S c h o o l  a t t a c h e d  t o  
P e k i n g ' s  T s i n g h u a  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  t h e  Red 
Guards ,  . a l t h o u g h  "Corirbat Corps" f r o m  Wuhan U n i v e r s i t y  were 
p r a i s e d  by Wuhan R a d i o  i n  mid-June f o r  a t t a c k i n g  "reac- 
t i o n a r y  t e a c h e r s . "  J a p a n e s e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s ,  f o r  example ,  
were t o l d . ( T n  Sep tember ) .  by s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  No. 2 Midd le  
S c h o o l  t h a t  t h e r e  had been  t a l k  o f  f o r m i n g  t h e  Red Guards  
" e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  end  o f  May," and  t h a t  a u n i t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
on  1 Augus t  (Army Day) .  The u n i t  had a membersh ip  o f  1 5 2  
s t u d e n t s  ( t o t a l  s t u d e n t  body: 1 , 0 4 5 )  a n d  f o u r  t e a c h e r s  
( f a c u l t y :  1 0 0 ) .  The p a r e n t s  o f  t h o s e  a c c e p t e d  had t o  
b e l o n g  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " f i v e  r e d  ~ l a s s e s ' ~ :  d o r k e r s ,  
poor  o r  l ower -midd le  p e a s a n t s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c a d r e s ,  or r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a r t y r s .  

- 
O v e r a l l  command o f  t h e  Red Guard movement was t o  

r e s i d e  w i t h  t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ' s  C u l t u r a l  Revolu-  
t i o n  Group (CRG), headed  by Chen Po- t a  (member o f  t h e  P o l i t -  
b u r o  S t a n d i n g  Commit tee)  and  h i s  f i r s t  d e p u t y  C h i a n g  Ch ing  
(Madame Mao T s e - t u n g ) ,  a s s i s t e d  by some t h i r t e e n  o t h e r  
CRG members ( a p p o i n t e d  l a t e r )  and two a d v i s e r s ,  Tao  Chu . I I 
(head  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ' s  P ropaganda  D e p a r t m e n t )  

I 



a n d  Kang Sheng ( a l s o  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  S t a n d i n g  Commi t t ee ) .  
.Below t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, s i m i l a r  g r o u p s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
t h e  P a r t y  c o m m i t t e e  of e a c h  p r o v i n c e ,  autonomous r e g i o n ,  
and  s p e c i a l  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  The c h a i n  o f  command t h e n  ex-.  
t e n d e d  down t o  CRGs i n  c i t i e s ,  c o u n t i e s ,  and  ( a t  l e a s t  i n  
some a r e a s )  v i l l a g e s ,  t owns ,  and  communes. A t  t h e  l o c a l  
l e v e l s ,  CRGs were set  u p  i n i t i a l l y  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and  
s c h o o l s ;  and l a t e r  i n  b u s i n e s s e s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  and  gove rn -  
ment m i n i s t r i e s  and  d e p a r t m e n t s ;  A l l  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  were 
t o  be u l t i m a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. (The PLA 
was t o  be g i v e n  its own CRG and  was t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  s e p a r a t e l y . )  

The first Red Guard r e c r u i t s ,  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e i r  
l a t e  d e n s  o r  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s ,  were hand-picked  by t h e  CRGs '.. .. 
of c e r t a i n  s c h o o l s  d u r i n g  e a r l y  summer and  were t o  s e r v e  
a s  t h e  c o r e  when t h e i r  r a n k s  were g r e a t l y  expanded i n  
Augus t  and  S e p t e m b e r .  ( I n  o n e  s c h o o l ,  f o r  example ,  o n l y  
t w e n t y  s t u d e n t s  o u t  o f  1,000 were i n i t i a l l y  s e l e c t e d  t o  
be Red G u a r d s . )  After 18 A u g u s t ,  however ,  t h e  Red Guards  
were n o t  c h o s e n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a s t a n d a r d  p r o c e d u r e .  I n  
some s c h o o l s ,  s t u d e n t s  e l e c t e d  t h e i r  own Red Guards  (who 
i n  t u r n  e l e c t e d  t h e i r  own l e a d e r s ,  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  
P a r i s  Commune), w i t h  t h e  nominees  t h e n  s c r e e n e d  by t h e  
s c h o o l ' s  CRG a n d  f o r w a r d e d  f o r  f i n a l  a p p r o v a l  t o  t h e  pro-  
v i n c i a l  CRG, a c t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  of P e k i n g .  I n  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  
f i n a l  a p p r o v a l  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  for  Red Guard membersh ip  re- 
mained  w i t h  t h e  CRG of t h e  s c h o o l  ( some t imes  s i m p l y  t h e  
P a r t y  c o m m i t t e e  u n d e r  a n o t h e r  t i t l e ) .  

I n  s t i l l  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  l o c a l  Red Guard h e a d q u a r t e r s  
were e s t a b l i s h e d  first,  and  t h e s e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  t u r n  
h e l p e d  s c h o o l s  t o  o r g a n i z e  Red Guard u n i t s .  However, t h e  
u s u a l  p a t t e r n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been  t h e  r e v e r s e ;  i . e . ,  
a f t e r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  v a r i o u s  Red Guard u n i t s ,  t h e  l o c a l  
P a r t y  c o m m i t t e e  o r  CRG would c a l l  a  Red Guard mass  meet- 
i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  g e n e r a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I n  b o t h  
c a s e s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  no  o n e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  a  g i v e n  pro-  
v i n c e  o r  au tonomous  r e g i o n  was  a s s i g n e d  g e n e r a l  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  t h e  o t h e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  c o u n t i e s  
and  smaller c o m m u n i t i e s  t e n d e d  to  follow t h e  l e a d  o f  t h e i r  
c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l .  



A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  Red Guard d e f e c t o r ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  
o f  t h e s e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n c l u d e d :  1) f u r n i s h i n g  s u b o r d i n a t e  - 
b a t t a l i o n s  o r  ( a f t e r  18 Augus t )  v i s i t i n g  Red Guards  w i t h  
p ropaganda  m a t e r i a l  and  c o p i e s  o f  documen t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  - 
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  2)  i n s t r u c t i n g  s u b o r d i n a t e  b a t t a l i o n s  
whom t o  a t t a c k ;  3) ( a f t e r  18 Augus t )  i n f o r m i n g  v i s i t i n g  
Red Guards  o f  t h e  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n  ( e . g . ,  whom s h o u l d  be 
a t t a c k e d  and why) ; and  4) ( a g a i n ,  a f t e r  18 Augus t )  making  . 
a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  b o a r d  and  room f o r  t h e  v i s i t o r s  and t r a v e l  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  l o c a l  Red Guards .  n .  

Each Red Guard was g i v e n  a machine-made, s e r i a l l y -  
numbered r e d  armband w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  hung we i -p ing  
{Red Guard)  e n s t a m p e d  i n  y e l l o w ,  a s  well a s  a n  i d e n t i f i -  j 

c a t i o n  c a r d  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  b e a r e r ' s  name, a g e ,  n a t i v e  <,.- 
p l a c e ,  s c h o o l ,  c l a s s  background ,  and  a  p h o t o g r a p h  s t amped  
w i t h  t h e  u n i t  chop .  A s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  d e v e l o p e d ,  
however,  e l a b o r a t e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d s  became t h e  excep-  
t i o n  and  t h e  r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  I D  c a r d s  were u s e d .  

D u r i n g  t h e  S p r i n g  and  e a r l y  Summer o f  1966, c e r t a i n  
f u t u r e  Red G u a r d s  were s e n t  to  P e k i n g  for secret c l a s s e s  
i n  w c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t a c t i c s . "  T h e s e  c l a s s e s  were  I 

l i m i t e d  t~ a  v e r y  select number o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and  h e l p  
e x p l a i n  t h e  m i l i t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  of s u c h  p e r s o n s  a s  N ieh  
Yuan-tzu o f  P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  ( P e i t a )  and  T s i n g h u a ' s  K u a i  
Ta-fu p r i o r  t o  Mao's  p u b l i c  e n d o r s e m e n t  a n d  encouragemen t  
o f  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  A T s i n g h u a  Red Guard c o m p i l a t i o n ,  . ,  

The G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n :  A Record  o f  
Major  E v e n t s ,  Sep tember  19%-~ecember 1 9 6 6 ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
F e b r u a r y  1967 ,  r e p o r t s  t h a t  i n  l a t e  March,  Mao had t o l d  
Kang Sheng,  C h i a n g  Ch ing ,  and o t h e r s  t h a t  " w e  mus t  p r o t e c t  
t h e  l e f t i s t s  a n d  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  l e f t i s t  co lumn i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
of  t h e  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ~ *  ( - . .  - a -  

* I n  h i s  25 O c t o b e r  s p e e c h  a t  a  P a r t y  Work C o n f e r e n c e ,  
Mao s t a t e d  t h a t ,  p r i o r  t o  1 Augus t ,  "Red Guard o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  were fo rmed  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y . "  



. . -QL 
A RED GUARD IDENTIFICATION CARD 

On the left, two quotations from the writings of Mao Tse-tung. On the right personal information: 
flrst Iine, students name ironically, this irl's given name is "cultural deli~ht" ; second line, 
age; third Iine. date of birtb; fourth line, a$dress: fifth line, status ("student X sixth line, clar. 
or/ In ("worker" . The "chop" or seal identifies the bearer as a Red Guard from the Peking No. 

. Y g l ( ~ e  school. 



Iln re*rl s t u d e n t s  f rom o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
g  r r i v e d  a t  T s i n g h u a  f o r  " t a c t i c s w  c l a s s e s  i n  

l a t e  March and  e a r l y  A p r i l .  L a t e r ,  g r o u p s  f r o m  u n i v e r s i -  
t i e s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of C h i n a  were b i l l e t e d  a t  T s i n g h u a  and  
r e c e i v e d  s i m i l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e n  t o  r e t u r n  home t o  s e r v e  
a s  l e a d e r s  when t h e  Red Guards  t o o k  t o  t h e  s treets i n  
g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  numbers .  The d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c l a s s e s  
a t  T s i n g h u a  is n o t  known, a l t h o u g h  some s t u d e n t s  f rom t h e  
T i e n t s i n  E n g i n e e r i n g  I n s t i t u t e  were r e p o r t e d l y  away f rom 
t h e i r  f o r m a l  s t u d i e s  f o r  s i x  months  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t a r t  of 
o v e r t  Red ~ u a r d  a c t i v i t i e s .  S i m i l a r  a c c o u n t s  f rom Kwang- 
t u n g  s t a t e  t h a t  Red Guards  f rom t h a t  p r o v i n c e  r e c e i v e d  
i n s t r u c t i o n s i n  P e k i n g  i n  l a t e  May o r  e a r l y  J u n e .  

L a t e r ,  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e + f i r s t  mass  r a l l y ,  t h e  o f -  
f i c i a l  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n -  
c l u d e d  100,000 Red Guards  f rom Nanking ,  S h a n g h a i ,  T i e n t s i n ,  
S i a n ,  c a n t o n ,  Wuhan, Lanchow, H a r b i n , - a n d   rumc chi. I 

T h e s e  s t u a e n t s  a l s o  r e c e i v e a  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w h i l e  i n  P e k i n g  
on how t o  p r o c e e d  ( i n  some c a s e s  i n c l u d i n g  whom t o  a t t a c k )  

, '  when t h e y  r e t u r n e d  home. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  s i ze  o f  t h e  
non-Pekingese  c o n t i n g e n t s  a t  t h e  r a l l y  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  CRG/Red G u a r d - r e l a t e d  ap- 
p a r a t u s  was  o p e r a t i o n a l  p r i o r  t o  t h e  y o u t h f u l  f  a n a t i c s t  
18 Augus t  " d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  war  a g a i n s t  t h e  o l d  wor ld . "  

B. P e k i n g f  s Campuses (Spring-Summer 1966)  : 
" L i g h t i n g  t h e  F i r e s "  

A l l  t h o s e  who oppose  ,Ma0 T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t ,  . . .  s h o u l d  be e x p o s e d ,  c r i t i c i z e d  and knock- 
e d  down, . . .  no  m a t t e r  how famous  t h e y  a r e ,  
what  i n f l u e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n s  t h e y  h o l d ,  by 
whom t h e y  a r e  d i r e c t e d  o r  s u p p o r t e d ,  o r  how 
numerous t h e i r  f l a t t e r e r s  a r e .  



--"On 'Three-Family V i l l a g e t :  The React ion-  
a r y  Nature of 'Evening Ta lks  a t  Yenshan' and 
'Notes  from Three-Family V i l l a g e 1 , "  (Shanghai)  
L i b e r a t i o n  Da i ly  and Wen-hui pao, 10 May 1966. 

The above a r t i c l e  by Yao Wen-yuan ( s m n  t o  be iden-  
t i f i e d  a s  a ranking  member of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG), r ead  and 
approved by Mao, was a l eng thy  a t t a c k  on t h e  t l g a ~ g s t e r  inn" 
r u n  j o i n t l y  by t h r e e  key o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
of  Peng Chen, Mayor of  Peking and F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
Peking Municipal P a r t y  Committee. Demonstrating ( i t  is 
be l i eved  a c c u r a t e l y )  t h a t  works,+a,uthored by t h e s e  men con- . 
t a i n e d  e x t e n s i v e ,  a l b e i t  i m p l i c i t ,  a t t a c k s  on c e r t a i n  of 
Mao's p o l i c i e s ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  no t  on ly  a 
purge of Peng and h i s  "de fec t ive"  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  but  
a l s o  an  expanded a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  th,e "bourgeois  s c h o l a r -  
t y r a n t s "  ( i .  e. , i n t e l l e c t u a l s )  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  
c i r c l e s .  

Yao l s  a t t a c k  was fol lowed on 16 May by a more au tho r  
t a t i v e  and even broader  ind ic tment  i n  a c i r c o l a r  i s sued  
upon t h e  conc lus ion  of a C e n t r a l  Committee Work Conference.  
T h i s  c i r c u l a r  s i n g l e d  ou t  Peng Chen f o r  condemnation w i t h  
r ega rd  t o  h i s  i s s u i n g  an  ' . e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  ( l l fundamental ly  
wrong") on t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
"behind t h e  backs" of Kang' Sheng and o t h e r  members of t h e  
so -ca l l ed  "Group of F i v e . "  The c i r c u l a r  o rdered  t h e  
e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  revoked and t h e  llGrouplt d i s s o l v e d  and re- 
p laced  by t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 

I 
The most s e r i o u s  cr ime a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Pemg was t h a t  

he  proceeded i n t e n t i o n a l l y  t o  d i v e r t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu-  
t i o n  i n  a "bourgeois" d i r e c t i o n ,  " in s t ead  of encouraging 
t h e  e n t i r e  P a r t y  bo ld ly  t o  a rouse  t h e  broad masses of work- 
ers ,  p e a s a n t s  and s o l d i e r s  and t h e  f i g h t e r s  f o r  p r o l e t a r i a n  



c u l t u r e  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  c h a r g e  a h e a d . "  And 
i n  a s c a r c e l y - v e i l e d  t h r e a t  t h a t  o t h e r  h i g h l y - p l a c e d  of-. 
f i c i a l s  c o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  s u f f e r  a f a t e  s i m i l a r  t o  P e n g ' s ,  1 

i t  was  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  aim of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was,. - 
t o  c r i t i c i z e  and  r e p u d i a t e  Wu Han and t h e  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  number o f  o t h e r  a n t  i - P a r  t y  a n d  
a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  bour -  
g e o i s i e  ( t h e r e  a r e  a  number o f  t h e s e  i n  t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee a n d  i n  t h e  P a r t y ,  gove rn -  
ment  and  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  a s  
w e l l  a s  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  m u n i c i p a l  and  au-  
tonomous r e g i o n  l e v e l .  ( e m p h a s i s  i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l )  

T * Y  r r ,  

T h i s  i n d i c a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  Mao e n v i s a g e d  a  m a j o r  p u r g e ,  . 
a t  a l l  l e v e l s  and  w i t h  many v i c t i m s .  

The  Red Guards  ( a t  t h i s  time i d e n t i f i e d  a s  l l r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s " ) ,  t h e  t o n  t o n  macou te  who 
were to  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  "criticism and  r e p u d i a t i o n "  t h r o u g h -  
o u t  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  were i n f o r m e d  by  t h e  c i r c u l a r  t h a t ,  i n  
e f f e c t ,  t h e  w r a p s  were  o f f .  Peng  had a t t e m p t e d  t o  "chan-  
n e l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  s p h e r e  i n t o .  . .  t 
s o - c a l l e d  p u r e  academic  d i s c u s s i o n  ...," t o  u s e  i t  " a s  a  
s h i e l d  f o r  ... r e a c t i o n a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e "  
a n d  " n o t  a l l o w  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  ' o p e n  w i d e t  and  h i t  
back ."  H e  had a l s o  p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e  s l o g a n ,  "Everyone  is 
e q u a l  b e f o r e  t h e  t r u t h , "  i n  " o p p o s [ i t i o n . t o ]  Mao T s e - t u n g f s  
t h o u g h t , "  i g n o r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  
" t h e r e  is a b s o l u t e l y  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  e q u a l i t y . "  The 
c i r c u l a r  o r d e r e d  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  p o l i c y ,  " e x p l i c i t l y  
p u t  f o r w a r d  by Chairman Mao, o f  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g ;  
t h e  L e f t  and  g i v i n g  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  b u i l d i n g  u p  and  
e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  r a n k s . "  I t  f u r t h e r  n o t e d  t h a t ,  c o n c e r n i n g  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c i r c u l a r  warned:  

Above a l l , '  w e  mus t  n o t  e n t r u s t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
1i.e'. , " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  
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who h a v e  s n e a k e d  i n t o  t h e  P a r t y ,  t h e  g o v e r n -  - 
m e n t ,  t h e  army and  a l l  s p h e r e s  o f  c u l t u r e "  f 
w i t h  t h e  work o f  l e a d i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l ' r e v o l u - '  
t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  many of them h a v e  done  and  
are s t i l l  d o i n g  s u c h  work ,  and  t h i s  is ex-  
t r e m e l y  d a n g e r o u s .  

A s  c o u l d  be a n t i c i p a t e d ,  t h e  momentum of t h e  c u l t u r a l  re- 
v o l u t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  t h e  c i r c u l a r  was  d i s s e m i n -  
a t e d  t o  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o n  18 May. On 
t h e  2 5 t h ,  a wall p o s t e r  composed,  a t  Mao ' s  command, b y  
Madame Nieh  and  s i x  o t h e r s  was p u t  u p  o n  t h e  P e i t a  campus 
d e n o u n c i n g  Lu P i n g ,  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t  and  s e c r e t a r y  of 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  P a r t y  Commit tee ,  a s  w e l l  a s  two o f f i c i a l s  
of t h e  P e k i n g  ~ u n i ' c i ~ a l  P a r t y  C o m m i t t e e ' s  d e p a r t m e n t  i n  
c h a r g e  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  a f f a i r s ,  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  a t  P e i t a  i n  ways  condemned e x p l i c i t l y  i n  t h e  
work  c o n f e r e n c e  c i r c u l a r .  Madame Nieh  ( a n  i n s t r u c t o r  i n  
t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  P h i l o s o p h y  and  t h e  P e i t a  c o u n t e r p a r t  of 
B e r k e l e y ' s  B e t t i n a  A p t h e k e r )  c a l l e d  f o r  a  mass  u p r i s i n g  
a g a i n s t  L u ' s  " s i n i s t e r  a n t i - P a r t y ,  a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  g a n g , "  
a n  e n d  t o  "academic  d i s c u s ~ i o n , ~  and  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was  a  " s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e "  
i n  wh ich  Mao had  " l o n g  s i n c e  shown u s  t h e  correct pa th1 '  
--i .e. ,  no  f u r t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  ( " i n t e r f e r e n c e " )  by e i t h e r  
t h e  P e i t a  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  or t h e  P e k i n g  P a r t y  Commit tee  . 
would  b e  t o l e r a t e d  b y  t h e  campus m i l i t a n t s .  

The  i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  a t  P e i t a  t o  Madame N i e h ' s  
p o s t e r  was a mixed  o n e .  Some s t u d e n t s ,  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  
p u r g e  t h a t  had  f o l l o w e d  t h e  b r i e f  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
1 9 5 7  "Hundred F l o w e r s "  p e r i o d ,  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  si t u a -  
t i o n s  weke s i m i l a r  ( i na smuch  a s  Lu was  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
P e i t a  P a r t y  Commi t t ee )  and  came t o  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t .  O t h e r s  followed Madame N i e h ' s  l e a d  and  con-  
t i n u e d  t o  p r e s s  t h e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  Lu; f o r  a  b r i e f  p e r i o d ,  
t h e  s t u d e n t  body  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  two d i s t i n c t  g r o u p s :  
t h e  pro-Lu S c a r l e t  Gua rds  ( c h i h  w e i - t u i )  v s .  t h e  a n t i - L u  
Red Guards  (hung  we i -p ing )  l e d  by  Nieh .  However,  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o l a r i z a t i o n  was s h o r t - l i v e d .  On 1 J u n e ,  
P e k i n g  d o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e  b r o a d c a s t  a n  a t t a c k  t h a t  r e p e a t e d  
N i e h ' s  c h a r g e s ,  and  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day  P e o p l e l s  D a i l y  re-' 
~ r i n t e d  t h e  25 May p o s t e r ,  a ccompan ied  by  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  



a r t i c l e  by llCommentatorll  p r a i s i n g  " t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r i e s  a t  P e i t a . "  On 3 J u n e ,  t h e  new P e k i n g  M u n i c i p a l  
P a r t y  Commit tee  ( L i  Hsueh-feng  h a v i n g  r e p l a c e d  Peng  Chen) 
announced  t h a t  Lu P i n g  and  h i s  d e p u t y ,  Peng  Pe i -yun ,  had 
been  removed " f rom a l l  f u n c t i o n s  and  d u t i e s T 1  and  t h a t  a  
work team headed  by Chang Cheng-hs i en  had b e e n  a s s i g n e d  
t o  P e i t a  t o  $ * c a r r y  o u t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  P a r t y  Commit- 
tee d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  lT I t  was now 
c l e a r  to  a l l  t h a t  Madame N i e h T s  a t t a c k  was a p p r o v e d  a t  
t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l ,  and  P e i t a l s  ' S c a r l e t  Guards  h a s t i l y  
d i s s o l v e d  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s ,  t h e  work team a s s i g n e d  
t o  P e i t a  d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  on  t h e  campus u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  10 , th .  
P r i o r , ,  t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e '  , 
ckmpus a n d  c l o s e d  t h e  g a t e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  a l l o w i n g  . 
o n l y  fellow m i l i t a n t s  f rom o t h e r  s c h o o l s  t o  e n t e r .  Af ter  
c l o s i n g  t h e  g a t e s ,  t h e  young M a o i s t s  t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  many o f  them e l d e r l y  s c h o l a r s ,  who 
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  l l l i v i n g  t a r g e t s t 1  upon whose p e r s o n s  t h e y  
would s h a r p e n  t h e i r  t e r r o r  is t s k i l l s .  T e a c h e r s  were b e a t e n ,  
made t o  wear d u n c e  c a p s  and  bow t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s 1  i n s u l t s .  
Some had  t h e i r  f a c e s  daubed  w i t h  p a i n t ;  o t h e r s  c o m m i t t e d  
s u i c i d e  ( a t  l e a s t  t e n  a r e  r e p o r t e d  a t  P e i t a  a l o n e ) .  

A f t e r  t h e  work team a r r i v e d ,  i t  t r i e d  t o  r e a s s e r t  
P a r t y  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a t  P e i t a - - t o  
g u i d e  and  c h a n n e l  t h e  s t u d e n t  a g i t a t i o n ,  a s  p e r  t h e  3 J u n e  
d i r e c t i v e .  Team members c e n s o r e d  w a l l  p o s t e r s  ( c o v e r i n g  
o f f e n s i v e  o n e s  w i t h  t h e i r  own),  convened  day - long  s t u d e n t  
a s s e m b l i e s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  some o r d e r  i n t o  t h e  
p r o c e e d i n g s ,  and  d i r e c t e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  s t o p  t h e i r  o u t r a g e s  
a g a i n s t  f a c u l t y  members o r  be d e c l a r e d  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r i e s ,  The  campus g a t e s  r e m a i n e d  c l o s e d ,  b u t  t h i s  t i m e  
i n  o r d e r  t o  " r e c t i f y  t h e  r i g h t i s t s  [ i . e . ,  t h e  t r u e  l e f t -  
ists], c a t c h  t h e  roaming  f i s h  [ s t u d e n t s  f rom o t h e r  c a m p u s e s ] ,  
and  s u p p r e s s  h a r a s s m e n t  [ p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n ~ e ] . ~ ~  T h i s  p h a s e  
r e p o r t e d l y  l a s t e d  f o r  some t w e n t y  d a y s  a t  P e i t a ,  and  e v e n  
l o n g e r  a t  T s i n g h u a ,  P e k i n g  Normal C o l l e g e ,  P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n  
I n e t i t u t e ,  and  o t h e r  s c h o o l s .  T h e r e  were some s t u d e n t  
s u i c i d e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a n d  many s t u d e n t s  l a t e r  com- 
p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  had been  f o r c e d  by work t e a m  members 
t o  write c o n f e s s i o n s  r e p u d i a t i n g  t h e i r  ear l ier  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  



s t r u g g l e s  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  l1 What 
t h e  P e i t a  work team ( o r  its c o u n t e r p a r t s  o n  o ther  campuses)  
d i d  n o t  know was  t h a t  Mao d i d  n o t  wan t  o r d e r  r e s t o r e d  and 
t r a d i t i o n a l  P a r t y  c o n t r o l  r e a s s e r t e d .  The work teams d i d  
n o t  know t h i s  b e c a u s e  L i u  Shao-chi  a n d  Teng  H s i a o - p i n g ,  
who were r e s p o n s i b l e  for managing t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
and a s s i g n i n g  t h e  t e a m s ,  d i d n ' t  know i t  B i t h e r ;  Mao h a d n ' t  
t o l d  them. 

I n  p o i n t  o f  f a c t ,  t h e  campus f a n a t i c s  r e a d  t h e  key  
i n d i c a t o r s  ( t h e  16 May c i r c u l a r ,  Mme.  N i e h ' s  p o s t e r  and  
"Commentator 's" p r a i s e ,  t h e  13 J u n e  C e n t r a l  Commit t e e / S t a t e  
C o u n c i l  d e c i s i o n  t o  c l o s e  i n s t i t u t e s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
f o r  s i x  mon ths ,  and  t h e  r a s h  o f  m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t  "demands" 

, r e p r i n t e d  w i t h  f a v o r a b l e  comment i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p r e s s )  
more a c c u r a t e l y  t h a n  t h e  work t e a m s .  They were i n f u r i a t e d  
by work team o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  b l o o d l e t t i n g ,  and con- 
demned team members a s  r a n k  o u t s i d e r s  c o m p l e t e l y  d i v o r c e d  
from t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses t1  ( i . e . ,  t h e m s e l v e s ) .  Madame 
Nieh ,  a l t h o u g h  a c c u s e d  of b e i n g  a  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
f o r  demanding t h e  e x e c u t i o n  of c e r t a i n  P e i t a  f a c u l t y  mem-  
bers, c o n t i n u e d  t o  l e a d  t h e  s t u d e n t s ;  however ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of J u n e  and  i n t o  J u l y ,  s h e  i n c i t e d  them w i t h  
i n c r e a s i n g  f e r o c i t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  work t e a m s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
f a c u l t y  members ( t h e  l a t t e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  d e b a s e d  by t h a t  
time, anyway) .  A s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  a t  T s i n g h u a ,  
where  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  were l e d  by K u a i  Ta - fu ,  and  a t  other 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  However,  t lie work teams 
w e r e  more f o r m i d a b l e  o p p o n e n t s  t h a n  h e l p l e s s  e d u c a t o r s ,  
and  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s , "  w h i l e  a b l e  t o  e v i c t  t h e  
t eams  from some s c h o o l s ,  were e f f e c t i v e l y  s u p p r e s s e d  a t  
o t h e r s  ( p r o b a b l y  a  m a j o r i t y )  f o r  some weeks .  

On 20 J u n e ,  a  r e p o r t  by Chang Cheng-hs i en  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  P e i t a  work team i n  its first 
week on  campus was d i s s e m i n a t e d  t o  o t h e r  t e a m s  t h r o u g h o u t  
C h i n a .  I n  a  p r e f a t o r y  n o t e ,  L i u  and  Teng  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  
have  s t a t e d  t h a t  C h a n g l s  a c t i o n s  were " c o r r e c t  and  prompt," 
and  t h a t  l lupon t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of  s i m i l a r  phenomena i n  o t h e r  
a r e a s ,  t h e y  c a n  be h a n d l e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m e a s u r e s  t a k e n  
a t  P e i t a . "  T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  by L i u l s  3 J u l y  d i r e c t i v e  
t o  c r i t i c i ze  and  r e p u d i a t e  Kuai  Ta - fu ,  a  10 J u l y  b a n  o n  



a l l  i n t e r - s c h o o l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  ( c h u a n - l i e n ) ,  to-  
g e t h e r  w i t h  a  r e f u s a l  to  p e r m i t  l * r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s  - 
t o  a p p e a l  [ t h i s  d e c i s i o n ]  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s , "  
and a  1 4  J u l y  d i r e c t i v e  f rom L i u  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  a t -  
t a c h e d  t o  P e k i n g  Normal C o l l e g e :  " T e a c h e r s  and  s t u d e n t s  
a r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  h o l d  m e e t i n g s  i n  secret. The Red 
Guard is a  secret o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  is i l l e g a l . "  

Not a  few of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  were q u i c k  
t o  move a g a i n s t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  L i  Pao-hua ,  
Anhwei, F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ,  a d d r e s s e d  a n  a c t i v i s t s 1  r a l l y  on  
1 4  J u l y  and  i n f o r m e d  them t h a t  work t e a m s  were a l r e a d y  b u s y  
r e c t i f y i n g  c u l t u r a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  circles.  L i  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  "masses1* s h o u l d  be  g i v e n  f r e e  r e i n ,  b u t  t h a t  
" s i m p l e  and c r u d e "  m e t h o d s  ( c o r p o r a  1 p u n ~ i s h m e n t  and f o r c e d  
c o n f e s s i o n s )  m u s t  n o t  be employed.  F o u r  d a y s  l a t e r ,  Yeh 
F e i  , F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  i n  F u k i e n ,  warned  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  ' a t  
a  Foochow r a l l y  t h a t  a  "strict d i s t i n c t i o n "  mus t  be made 
be tween  a n t i - P a r t y  e l e m e n t s ,  o n  t h e  o n e  hand ,  and t h o s e  
whose "minds were w i t h  s o c i a l i s m 1 *  b u t  had u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
made m i s t a k e s .  Yeh a l s o  f o r b a d e  c o r p o r a l  pun i shmen t  and  
f o r c e d  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  and warned  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  l l c l a s s  enemies"  
who " f i s h  i n  t r o u b l e d  w a t e r s  [ a n d ]  . . .  c a l l  b l a c k  w h i t e .  . .  
We must h a n d l e  t h e i r  a s s a u l t  and murde r  of l e f t i s t s  [ i . e . ,  
P a r t y  i n c u m b e n t s  s u c h  a s  h i m s e l f ] ,  a r s o n ,  p o i s o n i n g  and 
o t h e r . . . c r i m e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  
c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  " O t h e r  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  
i s s u e d  s i m i l a r  p ronouncemen t s .  * 

*Chao Tzu-yang (Kwangtung F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ) ,  f o r  example ,  
f o r b a d e  s t reet  p a r a d e s  by C a n t o n e s e  s t u d e n t s .  H e  f u r t h e r  
s t a t e d  t h a t  a n y  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t e a c h e r s  and  s t u d e n t s w  who 
a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  * * c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  fr'om P e k i n g f t  ( n o  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n )  were to  be condemned a s  " r i g h t i s t s .  T h i s  
r e f e r e n c e  (21 J u l y )  t o  " c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f rom P e k i n g "  sug -  
g e s t s  a n  e a r l y  c h a n n e l  of communica t ions  be tween  s t u d e n t s  
i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  and  t h e i r  f e l l o w s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  The 
i n f e r e n c e  is s t r e n g t h e n e d  by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Red Guards  f rom 
P e k i n g  (Ts inghua  a n d  Normal C o l l e g e )  were a c t i v e  i n  C a n t o n  
a s  e a r l y  a s  1 9  A u g u s t - - i . e . , ,  o n e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  mass  
r a l l y  i n  P e k i n g .  



Meanwhi le ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG had  t u r n e d  its a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  immed ia t e  p rob lem of t h e  work t eams  o n  P e k i n g ' s  
campuses .  I n  mid - Ju ly ,  Mao r e t u r n e d  to  P e k i n g  ( f rom Wuhan) 
a n d  found  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  be 
" c o l d  and  d e a d . "  "Some s c h o o l s  have  e v e n  c l o s e d  t h e i r  
g a t e s , "  Mao c o m p l a i n e d , '  '...[as a n ]  e x c u s e  t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  
d i s p l a y  of b i g - c h a r a c t e r  p o s t e r s . ' '  H e  t h e n  g a v e  t h e  g r e e n  
l i g h t  t o  t h e  campus m i l i t a n t s :  

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  is i n t o l e r a b l e  and  shows a  
m i s t a k e  i n  d i r e c t i o n .  W e  mus t  q u i c k l y  c h a n g e  
it and smash  a l l  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  We mus t  n o t  
m e r e l y  s i t  i n  a n  o f f i c e  and  l i s t e n  t o  reports. 
We mus t  be p r e p a r e d  t o  promote  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
e v e n  ' i f  i t  means t o  r e v o l u t S o n i z e  o u r s e l v e s .  

S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  Mao i n s t r u c t e d  Madame Mao, Chen P o - t a ,  Kang 
Sheng ,  and  o t h e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  L i u  and  Teng) t o  v i s i t  v a r i o u s  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  " l e a r n  f rom t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s . "  
A t  P e i t a ,  t h e  Madame a c c u s e d  Lu P i n g  of i n s u l t i n g  h e r  ( h i s  
r e c e n t  l e t t e r  t o  h e r  had been  t y p e d  i n s t e a d  o f  h a n d w r i t t e n ! ) ,  
and  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  c r i t i c i ze  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  
work team o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  weeks .  A t t e m p t s  by members 
of t h e  team t o  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  ~ r 0 v e d  f u t i l e   leas t h a t  
t h e y  had b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  by Chen PO-ta were d e n i e d ) ,  and  
t h e - m i l i t a n t s  c a r r i e d  the -day ;  o n  18 J u l y ,  t h e  ~ e i t a  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  p r e p a r a t o r y  c o m m i t t e e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of Madame Nieh .  

The  u b i q u i t o u s  Madame Mao and  her 1 i e u  t e n a n  ts (Chen 
P o - t a ,  Kang Sheng ,  and  o t h e r s  of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG) made 
numerous s p e e c h e s  a t  P e k i n g  campuses  d u r i n g  l a t e  J u l y  and  
e a r l y  Augus t .  Egg ing  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o n  ("I  am w i t h  you and  
w i l l  n o t  l e a v e  you;  your  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  z e a l  and v i g o r  a r e  
e x c e l l e n t " ) ,  t h e  Madame, i n  e f f e c t ,  g a v e  them a  c a r t e  
b l a n c h e  t o  p u r g e  t h e  " a n t i - P a r t y  and a n t i - s o c i a l i s t o u r -  
g e o i s  a u t h o r i t i e s "  (". . . i t  d e p e n d s  on  you . . .  Who knows more 
a b o u t  them?") and  min imized  t h e  d a n g e r s  i n v o l v e d :  

F o l l o w  u s .  i f  you want  r e v o l u t i o n ;  get  o u t  
i f  you. d o n ' t .  . . C o n f u s i o n  and  o r d e r  a r e  u n i -  
f i e d .  W i t h o u t  c o n f u s i o n ,  where  d o e s  o r d e r  
come f rom? W i t h o u t  s u f f e r i n g  f rom o p p r e s s i o n ,  



how c a n  you  know t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  r e v o l u -  
t i o n ?  S u f f e r  much o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  you w i l l  
be a b l e  t o  resist and  t o  become r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  s u c c e s s o r s .  

C h i a n g  C h i n g t s  g e n e r a l  e x h o r t a t i o n s  were f l e s h e d  o u t  
a  b i t  i n  s p e e c h e s  by h e r  CRG c o l l e a g u e s .  Chen P o - t a l s  26 
J u l y  s p e e c h  a t  P e i t a ,  f o r  example ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Mao- ' 

ists p l a c e d  g r e a t  s t o r e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  
of  t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  P a r i s  Commune (1871)  a s  a  model f o r  t h e  
Red Guards .  C a l l i n g  f o r  a  r e m o v a l  o f  work t eams  a s  "s tumbl-  

, i n g  b l o c k s  o n  t h e  b r o a d  r o a d  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , " *  Chen " s u g g e s t e d u  t h a t  t h e  new "supreme 
organ1: o n  campus s h o u l d  be a  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  c o n g r e s s , "  
w i t h  members e l e c t e d - ' ! b y  t h e  m a s s e s  from among t h e  masses"  
by secret b a l l o t .  Those  e l e c t e d  s h o u l d  be "of  a  w i d e l y  - 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r "  and  i n c l u d e  t e a c h e r s ,  s t a f f  mem- 
b e r s  and  w o r k e r s ,  a s  well a s  s t u d e n t s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  members 
s h o u l d  be " p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s  who s e r v e  t h e  peop le"  and n o t  
(as d i d  t h e  work t eams)  " r i d e  r o u g h s h o d  o v e r  them." T e n u r e  
would depend s o l e l y  on  p e r f o r m a n c e :  '"Any member found  t o  
be i n c o m p e t e n t  s h a l l  be removed a t  a n y  time and a  new m e m -  
b e r  e l e c t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  him." S i m i l a r  e n d o r s e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
P a r i s  Commune model were t o  be h e a r d  t h r o u g h  e a r l y  1967 ,  
b u t  i t  p roved  t o  be  a  h o p e l e s s l y  i m p r a c t i c a l  e x e m p l a r .  
C a l l s  t o  l l r e b e l l l  and  "smash a l l  r e s t r i c t i o n s , "  t h e  p l e t h o r a  
of  compe t ing  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  would s o o n  emerge  
w i t h i n  e a c h  s c h o o l ,  and  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n v o l v e d  ( i t  is 
i n c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  s u c h  a s  Nieh  and Kua i  would p a s s i v e l y $  
a s s e n t  t o  a n  a d v e r s e  v o t e ) ,  p r e c l u d e d  a n y  a d h e r e n c e  t o  
o r d e r l y  p r o c e s s e s  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  and  r e c a l l .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
t h e  b a s i c  aim was  t o  i n s t i l l  a n  a g g r e s s i v e ,  f a n a t i c a l  z e a l  
i n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  p r o s e l y t i s m  r a t h e r  t h a n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n - b u i l d i n g  had p r i o r i t y  . 

*On 28 J u l y ,  t h e  new P e k i n g  M u n i c i p a l  P a r t y  Committee 
o r d e r e d  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  of  - a l l  work t e a m s  from i n s t i t u t e s  
o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g .  



One f u r t h e r  Red Guard pronouncement s h o u l d  be men- I 
t i o n e d  f o r  two r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  of a l l  t h e  pre-18 August 
avowals  of undying s u p p o r t  f o r  Mao, i t  was f a r  and away 
t h e  most  m i l i t a n t .  S e c o n d l y ,  i n  a  1 August l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
a u t h o r s ,  Mao h imse l f  p r a i s e d  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  and g a v e  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  h i s  "warm s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  s p i r i t  o f  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  r e b e l l i o n .  l1 

Dated 24 J u n e ,  and o s t e n s i b l y  composed by Red Guards 
from t h e  No. 2 Middle Schoo l  a t t a c h e d  t o  Ts inghua  Univer-  
s i t y ,  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  was a  c l e a r  h a r b i n g e r  of t h i n g s  t o  
come. D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  " r e b e l l i o n  is t h e  s o u l  o f  Mao Tse- 
t u n g f s  t h o u g h t f f  and t h a t  t h e i r  s c h o o l  had been under  "re- 
v i s i o n i s t  c o n t r o l 1 '  s i n c e  1949,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  informed t h e  
s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  :' , , .) 

S i n c e  we want r e b e l l i o n ,  t h e  m a t t e r  has  been  
t a k e n  o u t  of  your  hands :  We a r e  go ing  t o  make . 
t h e  a i r  t h i c k  w i t h  t h e  pungent  s m e l l  o f  e x p l o -  
s i v e s .  Toss  them o v e r ,  g r e n a d e s  and s t i c k  
bombs t o g e t h e r ,  and s t a r t  a  bfg f i g h t .  
'Sympathy ' ' a l l - s i d e d n e s s , '  o u t  o f  t h e  .way< 
   his probhecy was t o  p rove  a l l  t o o  t r u e .  ] 

D e c l a r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be " h i g h  and mighty" ("How c a n  w e  
n o t  be. . '. ?lf 1 .  "rudef '  (*We s h o u l d  be rudev1)  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
w i t h  l l s u p e r h a t u r a l  p&ersll and l lomdipoteht  magic1' (Maof s 
t h o u g h t ,  n a t u r a l l y ) ,  t h e  y o u n g s t e r s  promised to  " t u r n  t h e  
o l d  w o r l d  u p s i d e  down, smash i t  t o  pieces, p u l v e r i z e  i t ,  
c r e a t e  c h a o s  and make a  t remendous  mess, t h e  bigger t h e  
better:" Us ing  t h e  . a p p r o p r i a t e  j a r g o n ,  i t  c a n  be s a i d  
w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  t h e y  o v e r f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  q u o t a .  

The month of  August  opened w i t h  r e p e a t e d  a s s u r a n c e s  
by members o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG t h a t  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
were " l e g a l "  and s h o u l d  be encouraged  t o  expand (Kuan Feng 
a t  T s i n g h u a ,  2 August) .  Of g r e a t e r  impor tance  was t h e  
f a c t  t h a t ,  f o r  a  t i m e ,  t h e  m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s  were e l e v a t e d  
t o  a  p r i v i l e g e d  s t a t u s  second  o n l y  t o  t h a t  o f  Mao 'h imse l f .  
On 5 Augus t ,  Chen Po- ta  in fo rmed  them, "No o r g a n ,  n o t  even  
t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, may e x e r t  i d e o l o g i c a l  p r e s s u r e  on  s t u d e n t s ,  
no r  c a n  i t  impose its v iews  o n  o t h e r s . "  T h i s  theme was 
r e i t e r a t e d  on 10 August i n  a n  e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  



C e n t r a l  Commit tee  j o u r n a l ,  Red. F l a g :  

... e a c h  u n i t  mus t  c a r r y  o u t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  work by  r e l y i n g  o n  its own m a s s e s  a n d  
s h o u l d  n o t  depend o n  a r r a n g e m e n t s  by h i g h e r -  
l e v e l  o r g a n s .  Under g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
e a c h  u n i t  s h o u l d  c a r r y  o u t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
work w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p  of work t eams  d i s p a t c h e d  
b y  h i g h e r - l e v e l  o r g a n s ; .  

T h u s ,  i t  c a n  be s e e n  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  of c l e a r  g u i d e l i n e s  was 
i n t e n t i o n a l  on  Mao 's  p a r t .  The  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  n o t  o n l y  
was b y p a s s e d ,  b u t  a l s o  e n j o i n e d  f rom i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  non- 
P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a c t i -  
v i t y ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  Red Guards .  

T h i s  is n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  welcomed 
t h e s e  open-ended ,  no -ho lds -ba r r ed  c a l l s  t o  d e m o l i s h  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  o r d e r .  Al though many s t u d e n t s  were of  worke r -  
p e a s a n t  b a c k g r o u n d ,  o t h e r s  were t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  ( o r  o t h e r -  
wise r e l a t e d  t o )  t h e  v e r y  o f f i c i a l s  who would s o o n  be a t -  
t a c k e d ,  p a r a d e d ,  " s t r u g g l e d , "  a n d ,  i n  many c a s e s ,  p u r g e d .  
A s  s u c h ,  l o v e  o f  f a m i l y  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t )  
moved them t o  oppose or a t t e m p t  t o  d e f l e c t  s u c h  s t r i d e n t  
a p p e a l s .  Numerous i n s t a n c e s  o f  s u c h  o p  o s i t i o n  ( " d i f f e r -  
e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n s  among t h e  s t u d e n t s . .  . f c a u s i n g ]  o n e  g r o u p  
t o  m o b i l i z e  a g a i n s t  a n o t h e r " )  c a n  be documented ,  t h e  most 
s e r i o u s  o n e s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  r i v a l  Red Guard h e a d q u a r t e r s  
w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  l a t e  August  and  e a r l y  Sep tember .  

I n  e a r l y  Augus t ,  t h e  d i s p u t e  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  a  
c o u p l e t  a p p a r e n t l y  composed b y  Tan  L i - f u ,  a  P e i t a  s t u d e n t  
whose p a r e n t s  had a t  l e a s t  some s t a t u s : *  "If t h e  f a t h e r  
is a  h e r o ,  t h e  s o n  is a b r a v e  man; i f  t h e  f a t h e r  is a  
r e a c t i o n a r y ,  t h e  s o n  is a  r o t t e n  egg." T h i s  c o u p l e t  was 
c l e a r l y  open  t o  a t t a c k  f rom two d i r e c t i o n s :  f i rs t ,  t h e  

* I t  h a s  been  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Tan L i - fu  is t h e  s o n  of 
Vice  P r e m i e r  Tan C h e n - l i n ;  however ,  n o  e v i d e n c e  is a v a i l -  
a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n .  



m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s  o f  s f f i v e  r e d w  b a c k g r o u n d s  who were s o o n  
t o  s e t  o u t  a f t e r  bigger game; s e c o n d ,  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  of 
"impure" background  who, by  t h e i r  m i l i t a n c y ,  hoped t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f a l l a c y  o f  t h e  c o u p l e t ' s  f i n a l  l i n e .  

After b e i n g  a s k e d  f o r  h i s  o p i n i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
c o u p l e t ,  Chen Po- t a  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  be r e c a s t  t o  r e a d :  
"If t h e  f a t h e r  is a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  t h e  s o n  s h o u l d  be h i s  
s u c c e s s o r ;  i f  t h e  f a t h e r  is a r e a c t i o n a r y ,  t h e  s o n  s h o u l d  
rebel." C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  v e r s i o n  would s a t i s f y  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  
who were a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  from t h e  " s i n s "  
of t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  b u t  e v e n  C h e n ' s  f o r m u l a t i o n  camel u n d e r  
a t t a c k  b y  t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  They  s e v e r e l y  c r i t i c i z e d  him 
(" I knew I w a s  i n  t r o u b l e ,  lf Chen s a i d  l a t e r  ) and changed 
the '" 'coup1et  t o  r e a d :  "If t h e  f a t h e r  is a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  ' '' 
t h e  s o n  s h o u l d  s t r i v e  t o  b e  a h e r o ;  i f  t h e  f a t h e r  is a  
r e a c t i o n a r y ,  t h e  s o n  s h o u l d  r e b e l . "  ( T h i s  v e r s i o n  would 
s a t i s f y  a l l  s a v e  t h o s e  who a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l  word- 
i n g ,  and t h e y  d i d  n o t  have  t o  be  m o l l i f i e d  a s  t h e y  were 
s o o n  t o  f a l l  i n t o  d i s f a v o r  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s . )  The  
d i s p u t e  o v e r  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e n d e r i n g s  of t h i s  c o u p l e t ,  wh ich  
c o n t i n u e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  mon ths ,  m i g h t  a p p e a r  e s o t e r i c  and  
l i t t l e  more t h a n  a  problem of s e m a n t i c s .  F a r  f rom it--it 
c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  w i t h  p r e c i o u s  few e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was t o  be a p o l i t i c a l  c r u c i b l e  t h a t  
would g i v e  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p a s t  r e c o r d s  o f  m e r i t o r i o u s  
s e r v i c e  c o m p i l e d  by t h o s e  u n d e r g o i n g  t h e  " tes t ."  

A w a r n i n g  t h a t  t h i s  "testtt would be a d m i n i s t e r e d  
e v e n  t o  p e r s o n s  o f  P o l i t b u r o  s t a t u s  was  c o n t a i n e d  i n  Mao l s  
b i g - c h a r a c t e r  p o s t e r  o f  5 A u g u s t ,  "Bombard t h e  Headqua r t -  
e r s . "  After p r a i s i n g  Nieh Y u a n - t z u t s  25 May p o s t e r  and  
"Commentator ' sf' a r t  i c l e  (. 'Superbly w r i t  t e n " ) ,  Mao p r o c e e d e d  
t o  c a s t i g a t e  "some l e a d i n g  comrades  f rom t h e  [ p a r t y ]  Cen- 
t r a l  down t o  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l s "  whose a c t i o n s  o v e r  " t h e  
l a s t  f i f t y  d a y s  o r  s o "  had b e e n  " d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s i t e "  
t o  t h e s e  two documen t s .  T h e s e  p e r s o n s ,  Mao c h a r g e d ,  were 
g u i l t y  o f  h a v i n g  " e n f o r c e d  a b o u r g e o i s  d i c t a t o r s h i p  and 
s t r u c k  down t h e . . . c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  ... s u p p r e s s e d  r e v o -  
l u t i o n a r i e s ,  ...[ a n d ]  imposed a w h i t e  t e r r o r . "  Then came 
t h e  punch  l i n e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e s e  " l e a d i n g  
comrades1!: "Viewed i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  R i g h t  d e v i a t i o n  



i n  1 9 6 2  and  t h e  wrong t e n d e n c y  o f  1964  which  was ' L e f t '  
i n  form b u t  R i g h t  i n  e s s e n c e ,  s h o u l d n ' t  t.h'is make o n e  
wide  awake?" T h i s  was  u n m i s t a k a b l y  a n  a t t a c k  d i r e c t e d  
a g a i n s t  L i u  Shao-ch i  f o r  h i s  1962  c r i t i c i s m  o f  Mao's 
ea r l i e r  g r e a t  l e a p  f o r w a r d  and  p e o p l e ' s  commune p r o g r a m s ,  
as well a s  L i u ' s  m i s t a k e s  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  1964  r u r a l  
" s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n  campaign. ' '  C h i n e s e  o f f i c i a l s ,  w e l l -  
v e r s e d  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  a r c a n e  meaning  of M a o i s t  c r i t i -  
c i s m s ,  were g i v e n  f a i r  w a r n i n g  a s  t o  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  s c o p e  
of t h e  p u r g e .  L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  Red Guards  r e c e i v e d  y e t  an- 
o t h e r  i n c i t a t i o n  t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  
l e v e l s  o f  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l d o m .  A s  o n e  Red Guard p u b l i c a -  
t i o n  commented f o u r  months  l a t e r ,  Mao's  p o s t e r  " p e r s o n a l l y  
sounded  t h e  b u g l e  c h a r g e  t o  l a u n c h  a  f i e r c e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  
t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  b o u r g e o i s  l i n e  and its b l a c k  . h e a d q u a r t e r s .  " 

From Augus t  1 t o  1 2 ,  t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ' s  
E l e v e n t h  P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  was h e l d  i n  P e k i n g .  A t  t h e  plenum, 
L i n  P i a o  was c h o s e n  (by Mao) a s  t h e  new h e i r  a p p a r e n t ,  re- 
p l a c i n g  L i u  Shao-ch i .  The plenum a l s o  a d o p t e d  a  " ~ e c i s i o n  
C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n "  ( t h e  
s o - c a l l e d  " s i x t e e n  p o i n t s , "  a  m i x t u r e  o f  m i l i t a n t  and  
s e m i - c o n c i l i a t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s ,  w i t h  e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  f o r m e r ) ,  
and  i s s u e d  a communique h a i l i n g  Mao a s  " t h e  g r e a t e s t  Marx- 
i s t - L e n i n i s t  o f  o u r  era" a n d  a p p r o v i n g  a l l  o f  h i s  p o l i c y  
d e c i s i o n s  s i n c e  t h e  1962  T e n t h  Plenum. 

The k e y n o t e  a d d r e s s ,  a t  o n c e  b o t h  f a w n i n g  i n  its 
a d u l a t i o n  o f  Mao and  sombre  i n  its w a r n i n g  t o  t h o s e  a t t e n d -  
i n g  t h e  plenum, was d e l i v e r e d  b y  L i n  P i a o .  L i n  d e c r i e d  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  was p e r m e a t e d  w i t h  b u r e a u c r a t i s m  
and  s e l f - s e e k i n g  c a d r e s  who " a l w a y s  t r y  t o  p l e a s e  e v e r y o n e ,  
o f f e n d  n o  o n e ,  d o  n o t h i n g  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  n o t h i n g , "  a n d  
demanded "a g e n e r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  g e n e r a l  r e a l i g n m e n t  and  
g e n e r a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  c a d r e  r a n k s . "  To  t h i s  e n d ,  he 
p u t  f o r w a r d  t h r e e  c r i t e r i a  ( a p p r o v e d  by Mao): 

1. To h o l d  h i g h  o r  n o t  t o ' h o l d  h i g h  t h e  r e d  
f l a g  o f  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g .  Those  
who o p p o s e  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  Mao Tse - tung  a re .  
t o  be d i s m i s s e d  f rom t h e i r  p o s t s ;  



2. To u n d e r t a k e  o r  n o t  t o  u n d e r t a k e  p o l i -  
t i c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l  work. Those who u p s e t  
p o l i t i c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l  work and t h e  g r e a t  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a r e  t o  b e  d i s m i s s e d  
from t h e i r  p o s t s ;  

3. To possess or n o t  t o  p o s s e s s  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  z e a l .  Those who d o  n o t  p o s s e s s  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  z e a l  a r e  t o  be d i s m i s s e d  
f rom t h e i r  posts. 

' I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h o s e  who were,to be purged ,  o t h e r s ,  
e v e n  i f  t h e y  have  committed " s e r i o u s  m i s t & k e s , "  c o u l d  be 
"g iven  a  chance" and " t e s t e d  i n  f u t u r e  work., p r o v i d e d  t h e y  
a c c e p t  e d u c a t i o n  [ i . e . ,  criticism and v s t r u g g l e " J  and 
r e s o l u t e l y  r e p e n t . "  (emphasis  added) However, ~ i n r c h o i c e  
o f  words seems to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some P a r t y  members would 
n o t  be g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  be t e s t e d ,  b u t  were t o  be 
summarily d i s m i s s e d .  " I n c o r r i g i b l e s  must  be removed from 
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s , "  L i n .  s t a t e d ,  l v [ o t h e r w i s e ] ,  we s h a l l  n o t  
b r e a k  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  s t a l e m a t e . "  

Thus ,  t h e  s t a g e  was s e t ;  P a r t y  members had been 
g i v e n  some i d e a  of what  was i n  store. I t  was now time 
t o  e x h i b i t  and u n l e a s h  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  Mao's purge .  
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1 XI. 18 AUGUST 1966: " . . .  GO!" 

A .  E a r l y  Red Guard O u t r a g e s  
. . 

When t h e  Red Guards  l a u n c h e d  s e v e r e  a t t a c k s ,  
. t h e y  a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n  for  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

When t h e  s t r u g g l e  s p r e a d  . r i g h t  o v e r  t h e i r  
own h e a d s ,  p e o p l e  s t a r t e d  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  i t .  

---Ma0 T s e - t u n g ,  2 5  -0ctbber 1966  . 

Well, t h i s  P e a l l y  is a mass movement!" 
---Ma0 T s e - t u n g ,  , 1 1 8  Augus t  1966 

.,* . * 
1 .  

We b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  co9rse o f  s t r u g g l e ,  
t h e y  [.Red ~ u a r d s ]  c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  r i g h t  
from wrong and  rea l ize  what  t h e y  s h o u l d  d o  

\-. a n d  w h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t . .  ; 
- - - P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l ,  23 Augus t  1966 

Ask anybody i n  t h e  w o r l d  who h a s  t h e  power 
t o  l e t  t h i n g s  r e m a i n  as t h e y  a r e  o r  t o  
d e s t r o y  them. We!: We!! We!!! 

- -Pek ing  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  Red G u a r d s ,  
Kwangming D a i l y ,  2 6  Augus t  1966  

On 18 A u g u s t ,  t h e  Red G u a r d s  were p u b l i c l y  con-  
e e c r a t e d  a s  t h e  s h o c k  t r o o p s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
a t  a  mass r a l l y  a t  ~ i e n a n m e n  S q u a r e .  D r e s s e d  i n  a baggy 
g r e e n  m i l i t a r y  u n i f o r m  r e p l e t e  w i t h  Red Guard a rmband,  
Mao r e v i e w e d  h i s  min ions- -a  p h a n t a s m a g o r i a  o f  h y s t e r i c a l  
m a r c h e r s ,  b a n n e r s ,  " l i t t l e  r e d  b o o k s , "  a n d  b a l l o o n s  r e m i n i s -  
c e n t  o f  a p s y c h e d e l i c  l i g h t  show. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h o s e  
from t h e  c a p i t a l ,  Red Guards  from t h e  two o t h e r  s p e c i a l  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  and  a t  l ea s t  t e n  p r o v i n c e s  and  au tonomous  
r e g i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  p a r a d e . *  

*Shangha i  and  T i e n t s i n ;  H e i l u n g k i a n g ,  Hupeh, Kansu,  
K i a n g s u ,  K i r i n ,  Kwangsi ,  Kwangtung, N i n g s i a ,  S h e n s i ,  and  
S i n k i a n g .  



The a s s e m b l e d  t h r o n g  o f  some o n e  m i l l i o n  p e r s o n s  
was a d d r e s s e d  f i r s t  by L i n  P i a o ,  t h e n  by  Chou E n - l a i . *  
L i n ,  s p e a k i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  Mao and  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee ,  
c a l l e d  f o r  a  " g e n e r a l  o f  f e n s i v e t l  a g a i n s t  l l b o u r g e o i s  i d e a s  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  e x p l o i t i n g  c l a s s e s t 1 :  

The  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  is 
aimed p r e c i s e l y  a t  e l i m i n a t i n g  b o u r g e o i s  
i d e o l o g y ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r o l e t a r i a n  i d e o l o g y ,  

. r e m o l d i n g  p e o p l e ' s  s o u l s ,  r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  
t h e i r  i d e o l o g y ,  d i g g i n g  o u t  t h e  roots o f  
r e v i s i o n i s m ,  and  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  and  d e v e l o p -  
i n g  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  s y s t e m .  

Enumera t ing  t h e  t a r g e t s - - l l t h o s e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  who a r e  t a k -  
i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d ,  r ' e a c t i o n a r y  b o u r g e o i s  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
b o u r g e o i s  r o y a l i s t s ,  g h o s t s  and  mons te r sw- -L in  c a l l e d  o n  
t h e  Red Guards  t o  "sweep o u t  a l l  t h e  v e r m i n  and  c l e a r  
away a l l  o b s t a c l e s ! "  He a l s o  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  would l a s t  "a v e r y  l o n g  t i m e "  w i t h  a l t e r n a t e l y  
" b i g  c a m p a i g n s  a n d  sma l l  campa igns  ... S o  l o n g  a s  b o u r g e o i s  
i d e o l o g y  e x i s t s ,  we w i l l  f i g h t  o n  t o  t h e  end!" 

C h o u l s  s p e e c h  was much less i n f l a m m a t o r y ;  a l t h o u g h  
he c a l l e d  o n  t h e  Red Guards  t o  l l r e spond  30 t h e  c a l l  o f  
Comrade L i n  P i a o , "  Chou emphas i zed  t h e  s t u d y  o f  Maots  
w r i t i n g s ,  " l e a r n i n g  f rom and s u p p o r t i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r , "  a n d  
Red Guard  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  a s  a means o f  s t r e n g t h e n -  
i n g  u n i t y .  Whereas  L i n ' s  s p e e c h  was t a n t a m o u n t  t o  a  b l a n k e t  
i n d i c t m e n t ,  Chou s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  "main t a s k "  o f  t h e  
Red Guards  would  b e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  t h e i r  own s c h o o l s  and made o n l y  a  p e r f u n c t o r y  r e f e r e n c e  

* I m p o r t a n t  l e a d e r s h i p  c h a n g e s  were p u b l i c l y  r e v . e a l e d  
' a t  t h e  r a l l y .  L i u  Shao-ch i  was d i s p l a c e d  by L i n  a s  t h e  
s e c o n d - r a n k i n g  l e a d e r  and  h e i r  a p p a r e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o ' n ,  
L i u ,  Chu Teh ,  a n d  Chen Yun were  d r o p p e d  f rom t h e  P d l i t b u r o  
S t a n d i n g  Commit tee  and  r e p l a c e d  by Tao  Chu,  Chen P o - t a ,  
and  Kang Sheng.  Chou r e t a i n e d  t h i r d  p l a c e  i n  t h e  P a r t y  
h i e r a r c h y ,  b u t  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l y  less p r e s t i g e  t h a n  L i n .  



t o  " s t r u g g l e ,  cr i t ic ism, and  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n "  ( t o u ,  p ' i ,  
k a i )  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  I n  s h o r t ,  Chou seemed t o  b e  a t -  - 
t e m p t i n g  t o  b a l a n c e  L i n t s  i n f l a m m a t o r y  r e m a r k s  by l i m i t -  
i n g  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  a r e a  o f  Red Guard a c t i v i t y  t o  the 
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  i n  g e n e r a l  and  o n e ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I f  t h i s  i n d e e d  was C h o u ' s  i n t e n t i o n ,  he 
was c l e a r l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  

L i n t s  c a l l  evoked  a n  immed ia t e  a n d  u g l y  r e s p o n s e  
t h r o u g h o u t  C h i n a .  Timed t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  r a l l y ,  Red 
Guards  f rom t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  N o .  2 M i d d l e  Schoo l  is- 
s u e d  a  " d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  war a g a i n s t  t h e  o l d  wor ld"  on  18 
Augus t .  T h i s  M u l t i m a t u m , "  wh ich  e n u m e r a t e d  t h e  e a r l y  
v i c t i m s  o f  Red Guard o u t r a g e s ,  was d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  b a r b e r s  
and t a i l o r s  who o s t e n s i b l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  Hong Kong s t y l e s ,  
b o o k d e a l e r s  . t h a t  s t o c k e d  "pornography"  ( s u c h  a s  t h e  s e v e n -  
t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c l a s s i c ,  --- Chin  P i n g  Mei), and  " d e g e n e r a t e "  
p h o t o g r a p h e r s .  D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e y  would "show no  mercy" 
toward  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s ,  t h e  u l t i m a t u m  c o n c l u d e d :  

You b o u r g e o i s  r a s c a l s ,  you h o o l i g a n s :  We 
g i v e  you o n e  week t o  d e s t r o y  y o u r  Hong Kong 
s t y l e  c l o t h i n g ,  t o  c h a n g e  your  odd h a i r d o s ,  
and  t h r o w  away your  p o r n o g r a p h i c  b o o k s  and  
d e g e n e r a t e  p h o t o g r a p h s .  Those  hoodlums who 
h a v e  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  may t r i m  t h e i r  
cowboy p a n t s  and  make them i n t o  s h o r t s . .  . ~ 

The p o i n t e d  t i p s  o f  s h o e s  may be c u t  o f f  . . . ,  
and h i g h - h e e l e d  s h o e s  may b e  c u t  down to  
f l a t s .  Bad books  and  p h o t o g r a p h s  s h o u l d  be 
thrown away. We w o n ' t  s t a n d  o n  ceremony w i t h  
t h o s e  who v i o l a t e  t h e s e  o r d e r s .  Mend! Cut !  
D e s t r o y :  Burn! 

Accord ing  t o  e y e w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t s ,  v e r b a l  criticism 
r a p i d l y  t u r n e d  i n t o  c o n c ~ e t e  a c t i o n .  Many s h o p s  were  
c l o s e d  down and  t h e i r  owners  h u m i l i a t e d ;  " i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  s i g n b o a r d s  were d e s t r o y e d .  By 22 August ,  
P e k i n g e s e  i n  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  d r e s s  were set  upon by r o v i n g  
bands  who c u t  t h e i r  h a i r  o r  s l a s h e d  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g .  The 
v i o l e n c e  r e a c h e d  a  new h i g h  when i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
PLA and  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  were u n d e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  Red Guards .  



The f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  many p o s t e r s  a p p e a r e d  l i s t i n g  
" s u i t a b l e 1 '  v i c t i m s  by  name. Houses  were e n t e r e d  and  
s e a r c h e d ,  and  o f t e n  p l u n d e r e d .  T h e r e  was  a  t r emendous  
amount o f  p h y s i c a l  b r u t a l i t y ,  and  o l d  men were s e e n  b e i n g  
l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  streets, t h e i r  a rms  bound w i t h  r o p e ,  heads  
s h a v e d ,  and  n o t  ices l i s t i n g  t h e i r  "cr imesl1 hung a round  
t h e i r  n e c k s .  1 

(Among t h e  s u i c i d e s  was  Lao S h e ,  t h e  
amous a u t h o r  b!st known i n  t h e  West for h i s  n o v e l .  ~ i c k -  

jlhaw Boy. )  [ 



-QL 
"SMASH THE OLD WORLD!" 



Such was t h e  human r e a c t i o n .  The  o f f i c i a l  press, 
o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  h a i l e d  t h e  Red Guard s a v a g e r y  as  "a  
d e l i g h t f u l l y  good t h i n g  a n d  happy news. Red Guard r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  f i g h t e r s  , , you h a v e  done  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g !  You 
h a v e  d o n e  well!" F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  Red Guards  c l e a r l y  
l i k e d  t h e  t a s t e  o f  b l o o d .  A s  o n e  P e k i n g  middle s c h o o l  
s t u d e n t  wrote t o  r e l a t i v e s  a b r o a d  c o n c e r n i n g  a n  a t t a c k  
o n  a c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r  i n  w h i c h  h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  "We 
d r a g g e d  t h e  o l d  p a r a s i t e  o u t  and  h e  was r e a l l y  s c a r e d .  
H e  was more t h a n  70 p e a r s  o l d .  H e  commi t t ed  s u i c i d e  t h e  
n e x t  day ."  Another  s t a t e d  w i t h  p r i d e  t h a t  h e  and  h i s  
f e l l o w s  had b r o k e n  t h e  h a n d s  of a famous p i a n i s t  b e c a u s e  
of h i s  "worsh ipf1  of W e s t e r n  c u l t u r e .  

S t i l l  a n o t h e r  case g i v e s  some i d e a  of t h e  e x t e n t  
t o  w h i c h  t h e  f l E s t a b l i s h m e n t l t  was c l e a r l y  s h a k e n ,  e v e n  i n  
t h e s e  e a r l y  d a y s .  J u n g  I - j e n ,  V i c e  M i n i s t e r  of T e x t i l e s  
a n d  c o n c u r r e n t l y  D e p u t y  Mayor o f  S h a n g h a i ,  i n  an  a t t e m p t  
t o  e s c a p e  t h e  o n s l a u g h t ,  r e p o r t e d l y  e n l i s t e d  t h e  h e l p  o f  
h i s  w i f e  and  c h i l d r e n  t o  move a i r c o n d i t i o n e r s ,  a  t e l e v i -  
s i o n  s e t ,  r e f r i g e r a t o r ,  and  rosewood f u r n i t u r e  f r o m  t h e i r  
home i n t o  t h e  s t ree t ,  where  J u n g  smashed them. A s  h e  was 
d e s t r o y i n g  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  J u n g  s h o u t e d :  

I have  commi t t ed  t h e  crime of n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l -  
i s m  and  know o n l y  p l e a s u r e s .  I mus t  be c r i t i -  
c i z e d  and  p u n i s h e d .  I hope  t h a t  t h e  Red G u a r d s ,  
t h e  l o y a l  g e n e r a l s  of Chai rman Mao, w i l l  p u n i s h  
me. [ ~ u n g  got h i s  w i s h . ]  

S i m i l a r  Red Guard e x c e s s e s  were n o t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  C h i n a  
by t h e  end  of Augus t .  Of e s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t ,  however ,  is 
t h a t  i n  c e r t a i n  p r o v i n c e s  (Anhwei,  F u k i e n ,  Szechwan,  a n d  
Yunnan f o r  c e r t a i n ,  and  p r o b a b l y  a  f e w  o t h e r s ) ,  t h e  Red 
G u a r d s  z e r o e d  i n  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  a t t a c k s  o n  " b o u r g e ~ i s ~ ~  ta rge ts .  
A s  none  o f  t h e  first s e c r e t a r i e s  of t h o s e  p r o v i n c e s  s u r -  
v i v e d . t h e  p u r g e ,  i t  seems clear t h a t  t h e y  were p r e - t a r g e t e d  
by Mao and  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 

A s  migh t  be e x p e c t e d ,  Red Guard e x c e s s e s  i n  S h a n g h a i *  
were e s p e c i a l l y  s e v e r e  and  x e n o p h o b i c ,  and  t h e r e  were ap- 
p a r e n t l y  e v e n  more s u i c i d e s  t h e r e  t h a n  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  



C h i n e s e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  r e l a t i v e s  o f  o v e r s e a s  C h i n e s e ,  a n d r "  
f o r e i g n e r s ,  as well a s  t h e  t t f i v e  b l a c k  c l a s s e s , " *  b o r e  
t h e  b r u n t  o f  t h e  Red Guard a t t a c k s .  One d e t a i l e d  eye-  - 
w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t  seems p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r e d i b l e  ( inasmuch 
as  phenomena r e p o r t e d  by t h e  s o u r c e  h a v e  been  n o t e d  i n  
a c c o u n t s  o f  Red Guard a b o m i n a t i o n s  i n  o t h e r  c i t i e s ) ,  I 

a n d  w i l l  c o n c l u d e  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o n  e a r l y  Red Guard o u t - . -  
r a g e s .  

I n  l a t e  A u g u s t ,  two sisters, t h e  o n l y  members of 
a w e a l t h y  S h a n g h a i  f a m i l y  t o  s t a y  b e h i n d  o n  t h e  m a i n l a n d ,  
were c l a s s i f i e d  a s  " u n d e s i r a b l e  e l e m e n t s w  a l o n g  w i t h  m o s O  
of t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s  a n d  f r i e n d s .  Red Guards  v i r t u a l l y  
d e s t r o y e d  t h e i r  home, among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  smash ing  a l l  t h e  
t h e r m o s  b o t t l e s  i n  t h e  h o u s e  and  p o u r i n g  t h e  glass  s h a r d s  
i n t o  t h e i r  r i ce  s u p p l y  a l o n g  w i t h '  t h e  k i t c h e n  s a u c e s  a n d  
spices. The  sisters were t h e n  d e p r i v e d  of t h e i r  r a t i o n i '  
b o o k s  and f o r c e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g  t o  t h e  Red 
G u a r d s  i n  e x c h a n g e  fo r  r a g g e d  p e a s a n t  d r e s s .  

S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  s i s t e P s  and  s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s  
were p u l l e d  by r o p e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c i t y  s t reets  w e a r i n g  
s i g n s  b r a n d i n g  them a s  l t s o c i a l  p a r a s i t e s . "  B e a t e n  w i t h  
b e l t s  by t h e  Red Guards ,  and  s p a t  upon and  j a b b e d  by on- 
l o o k e r s ,  t h e  p a r a d i n g  was c o n t i n u e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  consecu -  
t i v e  d a y s .  On t h e  f i n a l  d a y  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i g n i t y ,  
and  a t  a p o i n t  i n  t h e  c i t y  f u r t h e s t  f rom t h e i r  homes, t h e  
women were s t r i p p e d  o f  t h e i r  o u t e r  g a r m e n t s  and f o r c e d ' "  
to w a l k  home i n  t h e i r  u n d e r g a r m e n t s .  The Red Guards  had 
ear l ier  c u t  t h e i r  h a 2 r  s h o r t ,  a n d  t h e  mos t  a t t r a c t i v e  
woman had  had t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  h e r  head  s h a v e d  b e c a u s e .  
s h e  had p r e v i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  " f a n c y  h a i r  s t y l e s . "  

The  f o l l o w i n g  week, t h e  sisters and  two f r i e n d s ,  
a l l  Roman C a t h o l i c s ,  were a t t a c k e d  f o r  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f s .  I 1 
I 

- A 

*t i - f  u-fan-huai-yu:  1. e. , " i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  r i c h  p e a s a n t s ,  
c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  bad  e l e m e n t s ,  and  r i g h t i s t s . "  



women were f o r c e d  t o  k n e e l  on ove r tu rned  rice bowls, ho ld '  
t h e i r  arms o u t s t r e t c h e d ,  and s t a r e  a t  a p o r t r a i t  of Mao ' .. 

whi l e  t h e  Red Guards t r i e d  t o  f o r c e  them i n t o  renouncing 
t h e i r  f a i t h .  When t h e i r  arms dropped o r  t h e i r  eyes  wavered, 
they  were bea t en .  The women r e f u s e d  t o  r e c a n t .  andQ 

e m .  such  were t h e  
n o g d n  t h e  e a r l y  days of 
t h e  Red Guard movement. 

B. . F u r t h e r  I n s t r u c t i o n s :  At tempts  a t  C o n t r o l  and 
t h e  C a r t e  Blanche Reaffirmed 

I n  t h e  week fo l l owing  the '  18 August r a l l y ,  Red 
Guards from Peking andcoti ier  ci t ies w e r e  r e c e i v e d  by Chou 
En-lai ,  a s  w e l l  a s  Tao Chu and o t h e r  members of t h e  Cen- I 

t ra lhCRG. T h i s  t a c t i c  had t h e  d e s i r e d  e f f e c t  of circum- 
ven t ing  t h e  conven t iona l  P a r t y  appa ra tu s  which was about 
t o  come under a t t a c k ,  bu t  it a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  Red Guard 
p r e t e n t i o u s n e s s  and pugnac i ty  ( a s  both Tao and Chou tended ,> 

i m p l i c i t l y  t o ' r e a f f i r m ,  even expand upon, Chiang Ching's  
c a r t s  b lanche  of l a t e  Jugy ) ,  and was a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  
move a l s o  under way a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l  
squads and i n t r o d u c e  some d i s c i p l i n e  i n t o  t h e  r anks  of 
t h e  young Maois t s .  A s  t h e  Red Guards fanned o u t  from 
Peking i n t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l s  and o t h e r  major c i t i e s ,  
t h e  overwhelming m a j o r i t y  c i*ed  t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s  a s  j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n  f o r  i gno r ing  o r  opposing t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
of l o c a l  CRGs. Fur thermore,  a s  v e r b a t i m  of t h e  i n t e r v i e w s r  
were soon d i ssemina ted  throughout  much of China,  they  were 
s e i z e d  upon by m i l i t a n t  Red Guards i n  o t h e r  c i t ies  a s  
s i m i l a r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  

Tao Chu's 21  August t a l k  w i th  Red Guards from 
Kansu, K i r i n ,  Shantung, Shens i ,  and Szechwan is noteworthy 
i n  s e v g r a l  r e s p e c t s .  For openers ,  Tao informed t h e  s t u -  
d e n t s  t h a t  h e  on ly  knew "a l i t t l e "  about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
t h e i r  a r e a s ,  t he reby  opening t h e  way f o r  a f l o o d  of de- 
t a i l e d  compla in t s  by t h e  v i s i t o r s .  The Red Guards from 
S i a n ' s  Chiaotung U n i v e r s i t y ,  f o r  example, d e c l a r e d  t h a t  
t hey  hqd " b a s i c a l l y  no f a i t h  i n  t h e  (Shensi)  P r o v i n c i a l  



Committee" u n d e r  Hu Yao-pang, and "demanded t h a t  t h e  Pro-  
v i n c i a l  Commit tee  and  t h e  Nor thwes t  Bureau" u n d e r  L i u  Lan- 
t ao  "be r e o r g a n i z e d . "  Tao  r e p l i e d  ( to  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  ap- 
p l a u s e ) ,  "That  is for  you t o  d e c i d e , " *  a n d  added  t h a t  ' ' a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  time, o n l y  Chai rman Mao and  t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  
l e d  by him [ i . e . ,  t h o s e  members o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee 
s t i l l  i n  good o d o r ]  a r e  c o r r e c t . "  

O t h e r  s t u d e n t s  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  c o m m i t t e e s  
i n  t h e i r  l o c a l i t i e s  had c i r c u l a t e d  t e l e g r a m s ,  o s t e n s i b l y  
from t h e  C e n t r a l  Commi t t ee ,  c a l l i n g  o n ' t h e  Red Guards  t o  
p l e d g e  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  P a r t y  P r o v i n c i a l  Commi t t ee s  and Re- 
g i o n a l  B u r e a u s  " w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s . "  T a o  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  
t e l e g r a m s  were f a b r i c a t i o n s ,  i n f e r r i n g  t h a t  t h e  hoax had 
b e e n  p e r p e t r a t e d  by  l o c a l - , o f  f i c i a l s .  ( l 'such s t a t e m e n t s  would 
mean t h a t  you c a n n o t  stir u p  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " ) .  
H e  f u r t h e r  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  Red Guards  t o  "drag o u t "  and 
" s t r u g g l e w  any  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r y  who " s t a n d s  i n  
t h e  way o f  % g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  and  in fo rmed  
them t h a t  

Chairman Mao h a s  s a i d  t h a t  anyone  f rom any- 
where  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  may come t o  P e k i n g ,  
and  anyone  i n  P e k i n g  may a l s o  go t o  a n y  
p l a c e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  ... T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is 
free.** 

T h u s ,  Tao  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards  were t h e  t r u e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  ( u n s p e c i f i e d )  
i n  d e f e n s e  of Mao a n d  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  were c o r r e c t ,  
and  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  be a s s u r e d  o f  s u p p o r t .  

*Both Hu a n d  L i u  were purged  e a r l y  o n .  

**Tao was n o t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  buy off t h e  y o u t h s  w i t h  
empty  p r o m i s e s .  A s  o f  5 Sep tember ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a l l  
s l e e p e r  c a r s  f r o m  C a n t o n  t o  S h a n g h a i  a n d  a l l  h a r d - c l a s s  
s e a t s  f rom Can ton  t o  P e k i n g  were o r d e r e d  r e s e r v e d  f o r  
t h e  Red Guards  f o r  a n  " i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d . "  The l o g i s t i c a l  
p rob lems  i n v o l v e d  i n  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s c5nf1  w i l l  b e  d i s -  
c u s s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .  



18 August 1966 by 28 August 1966 

0 by 25 August 1966 by 30 August 1966 



On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  Chou s p o k e  t o  s t u d e n t s  a t  
T s i n g h u a ,  r e a f f i r m i n g  most  of t h e  p o i n t s  made by Tao,  
b u t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  a l l  Red Guard a c t i o n s  "must be under-  
t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  c u r i n g  t h e  d i s e a s e  t o  s a v e  
t h e  patient," Chou "welcomed" Tsinghua p o s t e r s  c r i t i c iz -  
i n g  h i m s e l f  (". . .much t o o  few . . .  I a l s o  have t o  s tee l  my- 
s e l f  i n  t h e  s t o r m " ) ,  and s a n c t i o n e d  a  wide  r a n g e  of  Red 
Guard a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  informed t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e  re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  "e r ro r s"commi t t ed  by t h e  work teams 
r e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  "new Munic ipa l  Committee and t h o s e  Cen- 
t r a l  Committee comrades who work i n " P e k i n g w  f o r  " n o t  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n f o r m i n g  [ t h e  teams]  o f  p o l i c i e s  and t a s k s . "  
A s  was t h e  c a s e  f o u r  d a y s  e a r l i e r ,  Chou's  c a v e a t s  went  
unheeded. 

I 

, One r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  was t h a t  t h e  a s t u t e  Premier's. I .L 

modera te  c o u n s e l  Was n e a t l y  c o u n t e r 6 a l a n c e d  w i t h  p r o t e s t a -  
t i o n s  of militancy--"You ough t  t o  r i s e  up i n  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
and I came t o  l i g h t  t h e  f i r e1 ' - -p romises  t h a t  i f  any  s t u -  
d e n t  demands t h e  campus a p p e a r a n c e  o f  fo rmer  work team 
members, " t h e y  w i l l  come r i g h t  away," and e x p r e s s i o n s  of 
c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t , R e d  Guards th roughou t  t h e  c o u n t r y  "can 
s o l v e  t h e i r  p rob lems  by themse lves . "  Again, Chou reiter- 
a t e d  t h a t  t h e  P a r i s  Commune s h o u l d  be t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
exemplar  f o r  t h e  Red Guards ,  b u t  r e n d e r e d  t h i s  a  meaning- 
less endorsement  by n o t i n g  t h a t  f i v e  d i s t i n c t  Red Guard 
g r o u p s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d  a t  Ts inghua and t h a t  

any k i n d  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is a l l  r i g h t ,  a s  
l o n g  a s  i t  is i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  g r e a t  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  The o r g a n i z i n g  of 
d i f f e r e n t  o p i n i o n s  is t h e  freedom of o r -  
g a n i z a  t i o n .  

I n  sum, n e i t h e r  Tao nor  Chou impar ted  c l e a r  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  o r  g u i d e l i n e s  t o  t h e  Red Guards.  R a t h e r ,  t h e  s t u -  
d e n t s  were encouraged  t o  a t t a c k  whomever t h e y  p l e a s e d  
( s a v e  f o r  a s a c r o s a n c t  f e w ) ,  g o  wherever  t h e y  wished o n  
expense-paid  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  and o r g a n i z e  a s  t h e y  
saw f i t .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e . ,  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  . 
i n c h o a t e  phase  o f  Red Guard excesses i n  Pek ing  had s e r v e d  



its p u r p o s e .  The  young f a n a t i c s  had b l o o d e d  and  been 
b l o o d i e d  a n d ,  it was b e l i e v e d ,  t oughened  u p  f o r  t h e  corn- 
i n g  a s s a u l t  o n  more f o r m i d a b l e  targets .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  Mao 
a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  would o f f e r  l i t t l e  
o r  no r e s i s t a n c e ,  h a v i n g  been  g i v e n  c l e a r  w a r n i n g  of t h e  
f a t e  t h a t  a w a i t e d  those who opposed  t h e  Red Guards .  

1 

On 25 Augus t ,  t h e  first p o s t e r s  were n o t e d  i n  
P e k i n g  (and  s o o n  a f t e r  i n  T i e n t s i n )  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  e s t a b -  
l i s h m e n t  o f  c o n t r o l  s q u a d s *  composed of e l i t e  Red Guards  
i n  t h e i r  ' t w e n t i e s .  T h e s e  s q u a d s  were r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i -  
a b l e ,  w i t h  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  s t y l e  u n i f o r m s  and  d i s t i n c t i v e  
a rmbands ,  a n d  t h e y  showed c o n s i d e r a b l e  t r a i n i n g  by t h e i r  
r e l a t i v e l y  d i s c i p l i n e d  b e h a v i o r .  Moreove r ,  t h e y  were au - .  
t h o r i z e d  t o  t e a r  down o f f e n s i v e  p o s t e r s  and  e x p e l  "dis- . .  + r e r  

r e p u t a b l e  e l e m e n t s "  from t h e  r a n k  and  f i l e .  On 28 Augus t ,  
a  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  e n d o r s e d  t h i s  deve lopmen t  and  
c a l l e d  o n  t h e  Red Guards  t o  t a k e  t h e  PLA a s  t h e i r  mode l ,  
b u t  t h e n  b l u r r e d  t h e  e n d o r s e m e n t  by  "warmly s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n s "  of t h e  Red Guards  i n  g e n e r a l ,  
i n  much t h e  same way a s  Chou had hedged i t  s i x  d a y s  - 
ear 1 ier  . 

On 31 Augus t ,  t h e  d a t e  of  t h e  s e c o n d  mass r a l l y ,  
a  Red Guard c o n t r o l  s q u a d  d i r e c t i v e  was  p o s t e d  t h r o u g h -  
o u t  P e k i n g  f o r b i d d i n g  t h e  u s e  of  f o r c e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  o r d e r i n g  Red Guards  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  ' lsupreme 
a u t h o r i t y 1 '  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  and  t h e  P e k i n g  muni- 
c i p a l  committee. The  d i r e c t i v e  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  Red Guards  
f o r  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  errors: 

1. s h a v i n g  t h e  h e a d s  o f  t h o s e  s u s p e c t e d  of  
o p p o s i n g  t h e  cu  1 t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  

2. a t t a c k i n g  some l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f a m i l i e s ? "  
i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  mass  o n s l a u g h t ;  

*The term ch iu -cha  t u i  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  
p i c k e t  c o r p s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t e a m s ,  a n d  p r o v o s t  t eams .  
They a l l  refer t o  t h e  same g r o u p s .  



3. . commandeering o f f i c i a l  c a r s ;  
, . 

4. s e a r c h i n g  o f f i c i a l s 1  r e s i d e n c e s  and  
j e o p a r d i z i n g  s t a t e  secrets;  

5. f a i l i n g  t o  r e s p e c t  f o r e i g n e r s ;  , and  

6. m o l e s t i n g  Hong Kong C h i n e s e .  

The t h r u s t  of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  was e c h o e d  bv  L i n  
P i a o  and  Chou a t  t h e  s e c o n d  r a l l y ,  a t t e n d e d  by some 5 0 0 , -  
000 Red G u a r d s ,  mos t  o f  whom were v i s i t o r s  who had come 
t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Chou emphas i zed  
" r e a s o n i n g ,  n o t  f o r c e  i n  s t r u g g l e l 1  and  c a l l e d  f o r  l l a l l -  
o u t  e f f o r t s n  t o  b u i l d  t h e  Red Guards  i n t o  a ' j h i g h l y  or- 
g a n i z e d  and d i s c i p l i n e d "  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  would s e r v e  
a s  " t h e  r e l i a b l e  r e s e r v e  o f  t h e  PLA.ll L i n ,  w e a r i n g  a  
c o n t r o l  s q u a d  armband,  r e p e a t e d  C h o u l s  a p p e a l  for non- 
v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e  (llDon' t h i t  people1 ' )  b u t ,  u n l i k e  Chou, 
made t h e  p o i n t  by  u s i n g  l a n g u a g e  h a r d l y  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  
ca lm anyone  down: "Only by  r e a s o n i n g  ... is i t  p o s s i b l e  
t o  t h o r o u z h l v  show t h e i r  r i .e ... t h e  c l a s s  e n e m y ' s ]  c o u n t -  
e r r e v o l u t i o n a r v  f e a t u r e s .  i s o l a t e  t t  

a r y ,  o f  Red ~ u a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  O u t s i d e  
P e k i n g ,  however ,  v i o l e n c e  was  still t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y  
a n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  t e n d e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  a s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i -  . 
s o n  began  i n  e a r n e s t .  T h e  c a l l s  f o r  o r d e r  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e  
had c l e a r l y  been  q u a l i f i e d  (or ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e y  were so 
c o n s t r u e d  by t h e  Red G u a r d s ,  who s o o n  e x h i b i t e d  a n  un- 
c a n n y  knack  f o r  s e l e c t i v e  q u o t a t i o n  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  
a c t i o n s ) ,  and  e m p h a s i s  was p l a c e d  upon t h e  terror t h a t  
h a s  a l w a y s  been a  b a s i c  i n g r e d i e n t  i n  Maol s p u r g e s .  

C o n f l i c t s  Between L o c a l s  and O u t s i d e r s  

G u e s t s  f rom P e k i n g ,  p l e a s e  be a  l i t t l e  more 
humble. 

--A b i g - c h a r a c t e r  p o s t e r ,  Chengchow, 4 
September  1 9 6 6  



Even p r i o r  t o  t h e  first mass  r a l l y  o n  18 Augus t ,  
p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  began  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  Red 
Guard d e l u g e  t h a t  would s o o n  be upon them. Some, i n c l u d -  
i n g  Pan Fu-sheng ( H e i l u n g k i a n g ) ,  L i u  Chien-hsun  (Honan),  
a n d  Chang T i - h s u e h  (Hupeh) , d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  c o u l d  i n  
t h e  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  r e m a i n i n g  t o  accommodate t h e  
o u t s i d e r s .  Chang,  f o r  example ,  d e c l a r e d  on  24 Augus t  t h a t  
' ' chaos s h o u l d  n o t  b e  f e a r e d "  a n d  t h a t  l1 t h e r e  must  n o t  be 
a n y  set r u l e s  . . .  The Red Guards  s h o u l d  d o  w h a t  t h e y  wan t  
t o  do . "  One week l a t e r ,  he  s t a t e d :  

L a r g e  numbers  a r e l c o m i n g  t o  Wuhan from f r a t e r -  
n a l  p r o v i n c e s ,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  and  autonomous 
r e g i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from Peking. ' . . , ,  t o  a s s i s t  
i n  o u r  s t r u g g l e  ... We s h o u l d  g i v e  them a  warm 
welcome ..., l i s t e n  to t h e i r  v i e w s  and  cr i t ic isms,  
l e a r n  f rom t h e i r  p r o g r e s s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and  
make e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l i -  
hood and  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  h e a l t h  . . .  

L i u  Chien-hsun  s c o r e d  h i s  p o i n t s  whe re  t h e y  r e a l l y  c o u n t e d ,  
w i t h  a n  18 Augus t  b i g - c h a r a c t e r  p o s t e r  i n  p r a i s e  o f  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  H e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  C h a i r -  
man ' s  a c c o l a d e s  f o r  t h i s  l l r e v o L u t i o n a r y  a c t " .  I n  a d d i -  
t i o n ,  h e  t o o k  t h e  l e a d  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  llbombardmentsl '  
a g a i n s t  h i s  own a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l l y  c o n t a c t e d  Red 
Guards  i n  P e k i n g  i n v i t i n g  them t o  l i a i s e  t o  Honan, and  . 
expended c o n s i d e r a b l e  sums o f  money t o  f i n a n c e  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  However,  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s ,  
s u c h  as L i  Ching-chuan (head  of t h e  S o u t h w e s t  R e g i o n a l  
B u r e a u ) ,  Yen Hung-yen (Yunnan),  and  members o f  t h e  S h a n g h a i  
M u n i c i p a l  P a r t y  Committee,  f o l l o w e d  a n  o p p o s i t e  c o u r s e  
and  o r g a n i z e d  t h e i r  f o r c e s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  
a r e a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  imminent  o n s l a u g h t . *  

*Pan,  L i u  and  Chang,  a s  of t h i s  w r i t i n g  (W@vembet.. J968), 
have  s u r v i v e d  t h e  p u r g e  and  b e e n  r e t a i n e d  i n  p o s i t i o n s  
of  a u t h o r i t y  (Pan and  L i u  as c h a i r m e n  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  committees i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p r o v i n c e s ;  Chang a s  
v i c e - c h a i r m a n ) .  L i  and  t h e  S h a n g h a i  e l i t e  were p u r g e d ;  
Yen t o o k  h i s  own l i f e  i n  J a n u a r y  1967. '  



S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  h e l p  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c l a s h e s  be tween 
o u t s i d e r s  ( p r i m a r i l y  from P e k i n g )  a n d  l o c a l  Red Guards  
t h a t  s o o n  e r u p t e d  i n  many p r o v i n c e s ,  e v e n  t h o s e  where  
P a r t y  l e a d e r s  were w i l l i n g  to  p e r m i t  o r  s u b m i t  t o  p e r s o n a l  
a t t a c k s .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  Red Guards  were l i t t l e  more 
t h a n  young toughs- -a  M a o i s t  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  H e l l ' s  Angels-- 
a n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  i l l d i s p o s e d  toward  s e t t l i n g  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  
by p a c i f i c  means .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h i s  v e r y  b e l l i g e r e n c y ,  o f t e n  
c o u p l e d  w i t h  i d e o l o g i c a l  r i g i d i t y ,  f o s t e r e d  t h e  d i s a g r e e -  
m e n t s  and  s p l i t s  t h a t  p a r t l y  o c c a s i o n e d  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  pro-  
l i f e r a t i o n  of  compe t ing  Red Guard g r o u p s .  T h i r d ,  t h e  a r -  
r i v a l  o f  P e k i n g  Red Guards  i n  a n o t h e r  c i t y  was n e a r l y  
a l w a y s  f o l l o w e d  by demands o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  v i s i t o r s  
t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  commi t t ee  b e  r e o r g a n i z e d  a n d ,  upon b e i n g  
r e f u s e d  o r  o p p o s e d ,  by c a l l s  t o  "bombard t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s "  
and  p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e .  F o u r t h ,  t h e  P e k i n g  Red Guards  
( a s  w e l l  a s  l o c a l s  who had been  t o  P e k i n g ) ,  h a v i n g  m e t  
w i t h  C e n t r a l  CRG members o r  o t h e r  l e a d e r s ,  t o o k  t h e  vague  
" i n s t r u c t i o n s "  t h a t  t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  a s  a n  i m p r i m a t u r  
t o  o r g a n i z e  and  d i r e c t  Red Guard a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  
t o  wh ich  t h e y  l i a i s e d .  T h i s  l e d  t o  c h a r g e s  ( u s u a l l y  j u s -  
t i f i e d )  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  f rom t h e  c a p i t a l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c t i n g  
a s  model  Red Guards ,  behaved  l i k e  m a s t e r s  and  a t t e m p t e d  
t o  l o r d  i t  o v e r  l o c a l  g r o u p s .  F i f t h ,  many Red Guard and 
S c a r l e t  Guard ( u s u a l l y  w o r k e r s )  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had b e e n  
s e t  u p  by  l o c a l  CRG6 f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  p u r p o s e  of d e f e n d i n g  
t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  a g a i n s t  o u t s i d e  a t t a c k .  * C o n f l i c t  i n  
s u c h  c a s e s  was u n a v o i d a b l e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  i n n a t e  s u s p i c i o n  
of some C h i n e s e  toward  t h e i r  f e l l o w s  f rom o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y  o c c a s i o n e d  s u s p i c i o n  and  m i s t r u s t  f rom t h e  
o u t s e t .  The p a r o c h i a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  C a n t o n e s e  and  t h e  
h o s t i l i t y  o f  t h e  T i b e t a n s  and o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  
toward  t h e  Han ( e t h n i c  C h i n e s e )  a r e  good e x a m p l e s .  

*Such m a c h i n a t i o n s  were e x p l i c i t l y  p r o h i b i t e d  by Mao 
i n  a d i r e c t i v e  p romulga ted  on  7 S e p t e m b e r .  The p r o h i b i -  
t i o n  was r e i t e r a t e d  i n  a  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  d e c i s i o n  o f  
11 Sep tember ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  o f  
t h e  same d a t e .  



By t h e  e n d  of A u g u s t ,  c l a s h e s  b e t w e e n  r i v a l  Red 
G u a r d  g r o u p s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  t h r e e  s p e c i a l  m u n i c i -  
p a l i t i e s  a n d  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t e e n  p r o v i n c e s . *  Some o f  t$ese 
w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r  ( s u c h  a s  f i s t  f i g h t s  b e t w e e n  memLJ ' 
bers of h o s t i l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  same s c h o o l ) ;  o t h e r s ,  

i .' h o w e v e r ,  were p o r t e n t s  of p i t c h e d  b a t t l e s  t o  come.  

good  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n -  
i n g  t h  e a r l y  c ~ a s n e s .  o n e  !uch is a l e t t e r  f r o m  a  
P e k i n g  s t u d e n t  r e c o u n t i n g  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  to> 
Kwangs i  d u r i n g  l a t e  A u g u s t  a n d  e a r l y  S e p t e m b e r .  Upon - 
a r r i v i n g  i n  K w e i l i n ,  t h e  w r i t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  team 
s p e n t  'la f e w  d a y s  o n  f a c t - f i n d i n g 1 *  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i d e n - '  
t i t y  o f  K w e i l i n l s  " c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d e r s l 1  a n d  t h e n  m o u n t e d  
a "bombardment"  a g a i n s t  them.  "The l o c a l  P a r t y  a u t h o r i t i e s  
were e s p e c i a l l y  a f r a i d  of u s  P e k i n g  s t u d e n t s , "  h e  w r o t e ,  , 

" b e c a u s e  we knew t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  
i n  P e k i n g  a n d  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  s p i r i t  t o  K w e i l i n . "  However ;  
e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  may h a v e  b e e n  " b a d l y  s h a k e n , "  
t h e  P e k i n g  c o n t i n g e n t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n  e a s y  t i m e - o f  i t .  
A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  s t u d e n t  I '  

ea l o c a l  w o r k e r s  a n d  p e a s a n t s  t o  " s u r r o u n d  a n d  , 

a t t a c k  us1' a n d  m o b i l i z e d  ' ' t h e  e n t i r e  p r o p a g a n d a  m a c h i n e r y  
u n d e r  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  t o  smear u s  a s  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  . . . ,  
c o n f u s i o n  e x c h a n g e  t e a m s ,  a n d  t r e a c h e r y  e x c h a n g e  t e a m s . "  
The e n t i r e  o u t f i t  w a s  p u t  u n d e r  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  a n d  some - I 

team members were b e a t e n  a n d  a r r e s t e d .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  " ,  
s t u d e n t s  l e f t  K w e i l i n  a f t e r  a n  e i g h t e e n - d a y  s t a y ,  p r o u d  
~f t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  le a v i n g  a s  t h e i r  
l e g a c y  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  o t h e r  r e p o r t s )  a  r e a l  d o n n y b r o o k  " 

b e t w e e n  t h e i r  l o c a l  s u p p o r t e r s  a t  t h e  Kwangs i  Normal C o l -  
l e g e  and t h e i r  w o r k e r - p e a s a n t  o p p o n e n t s .  

* P e k i n g ,  S h a n g h a i ,  a n d  T i e n t s i n ;  Anhwei ,  H e i l u n g k i a n g ,  
I o p e h ,  Hunan ,  Hupeh,  K i a n g s u ,  K w a n g s i ,  Kwang, tung,  Kwei-, 
:how, S h a n t u n g ,  S h e n s i ,  S z e c h w a n ,  a n d  Yunnan. 



I n  t h e  S o u t h w e s t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  t h a t  f o l -  
lowed t h e  a r r i v a l  of Red Guards  f rom P e k i n g  and o t h e r  
a r e a s ,  L i  Ching-chuan  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  c r i t i c s )  t r i e d  
t o  b l u n t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s 1  o f f e n s i v e  by  f o r b i d d i n g  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  and  i n c i t i n g  t h e  Red Guards  t o  f i g h t  
among t h e m s e l v e s .  On 30 Augus t ,  Li a l l e g e d l y  t e l e p h o n e d  
C h i a  Chi-yun (Kweichow F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y )  a n d  t o l d  him how 
t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i v i -  
t ies  of l i a i s i n g  Red Guards .  A f a v o r i t e  t a c t i c  o f  P e k i n g  
Red Guards  was  a p p a r e n t l y  t o  h i d e  i n  l o c a l  P a r t y  o f f i c e s ,  
c l a i m  t h e y  had  b e e n  f o r c i b l y  d e t a i n e d ,  and  t h e n  i n c i t e  
p e o p l e  to  "bombard t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s . I 1  L i  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
P a r t y  committees o r g a n i z e  t h e i r  own Red Guards  f o r  de-  
f e n s i v e  p u r p o s e s ,  and  i f  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e y  
were m e r e l y  f o l l o w i n g  Mao l s  " i n s t r u c t i o n s , "  P a r t y  o f f i -  
c i a l s  s h o u l d  r e p l y  t h a t  t h e y  a l s o  were d o i n g  e x a c t l y  t h a t .  
L i  a l s o  recommended t h a t  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  m o n i t o r  com- 
m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  s u p p r e s s  o u t g o i n g  Red Guard m e s s a g e s  t o  
P e k i n g  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  a d v e r s e l y  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Sou thwes t  . 

Yen Hung-yen (Yunnan F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ) ,  o n e  of  L i ' s  
men, f o l l o w e d  h i s  s u p e r i o r ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  condemned t h e  
Red Guard h e l l e r s  a s  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  and  d e s c r i b e d  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  n o t h i n g  less t h a n  " H u n g a r i a n - s t y l e  
i n c i d e n t s . "  When P e k i n g  Red Guards  a r r i v e d  i n  Kunming 
o n  28 Augus t ,  Yen o r d e r e d  h i s  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  p e r s o n n e l  
t o  " t a k e  o n  a b a t t l e  p o s t u r e  and  h e i g h t e n  t h e i r  v i g i l a n c e , "  
and  s e n t  some of h i s  c a d r e s  ( d i s g u i s e d  a s  w o r k e r s  and  
s t u d e n t s )  a b o u t  t h e  c i t y  d i s t r i b u t i n g  l e a f l e t s  and  p a s t -  
i n g  u p  p o s t e r s  p r a i s i n g  Yen ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  ' 'defend-  
i n g  Mao and  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee. '?  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he  s e n t  
two p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  c a d r e s  t o  P e k i n g  t o  c o l l e c t  i n fo rma-  
t i o n  on t h e  s t u d e n t s  l i a i s i n g  t o  Yunnan a n d  f o r w a r d  t h e  
d a t a  t o  Kunming. Yen is s a i d  t o  h a v e  c o m p i l e d  a b l a c k -  
l ist c o n s i s t i n g  of n e a r l y  1 , 0 0 0  names a n d  t o  have  s u c c e s s -  
f u l l y  opposed  t h e  o u t e i d e  Red Guards  u n t i l  l a t e  Sep tember ,  
a t  which  time a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e v  made i t  t o  P e k i n g  
where  he  e x p o s e d  Yen ' s  " t o w e r i n g  crimes." (Yen was i n  
a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  a d e a d  duck  by t h e  time o f  t h e  O c t o b e r  work 
c o n f e r e n c e . )  



, 

I 

The d a j o r  t r o u b l e  i n  Shanghai  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
d a y s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  h o s t i l i t y  
t h a t  developed between t h e  Pek ing  c o n t i n g e n t  and l o c a l  
Red Guards,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  from F u t a n  U n i v e r s i t y .  On 
2 September t h e  l a t t e r  i n j u r e d  s e v e r a l  P e k i n g e s e  i n  a 
melee o u t s i d e  t h e  Mayor ' s  o f f i c e ,  and t h e  v i s i t o r s  c r i t i -  
c i z e d  t h e  F u t a n  u n i t  f o r  n o t  a c t i n g  c o r r e a t l y  i n  f o l l o w -  
i n g  t h e  l ead '  o f  t h e  P e k i n g  Red Guards .  A f e w  d a y s  l a t e r ,  
a p o s t e r  s i g n e d  by t h e  F u t a n  U n i v e r s i t y  Red Guard S t r u g -  
g l e  Committee a p p e a r e d ,  a c c u s i n g  t h e  P e k i n g e s e  of bad 
c o n d u c t ,  of l o r d i n g  i t  o v e r  t h e  l o c a l  Red Guards ,  and of 
" g e n e r a l l y  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  and u n n e c e s s a r i l y  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n s . "  
The F u t a n  g roup  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e y  were a s  c a p a b l e  a s  t h e  
P e k i n g  g r o u p . 0 9  r u n n i n g  S h a n g h a i ' s  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  
T h e , d i s p u t e  c o n t i n u e d  for  some weeks,  w i t h  b o t h  sides ; ..n 
s e c u r i n g  l o c a l  a l l i e s .  

I 

I n  ~ d n ~ t u n ~ ,  t r o u b l e  soon  deve loped  af ter  Pek ing  
Red Guards a p p e a r e d  i n  Canton on 19 August .  Red Guards 
from t h e  South  China  T e c h n i c a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  f o r  example ,  
c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  P e k i n g e s e  ( i n t e r  a l i a  f o r  
n o t  pay ing  t h e i r  f a r e s  w h e n . r i d i n g  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ) ,  
and  demanded t h a t  t h e y  l e a v e  Canton.  Gang f i g h t s  between 
c o n t e n d i n g  Red Guard g r o u p s  armed w i t h  wooden s p e a r s  were 
r e p o r t e d  i n  l a t e  Augus t ,  and on 4 September ,  t h e  Pek ing  
Red Guard S o u t h e r n  L i a i s o n  Squad "o rde red"  a l l  p r i v a t e  
h a n d i c r a f t  s h o p s  t o  c e a s e  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a l l  " s m a l l  merchants" 
t o  suspend  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a l l  j o i n t  s t a t e -  
p r i v a t e  c o n c e r n s  to  close down. The f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  l o c a l  
Red Guards v i s i t e d  a l l  s u c h  e n t e r p r i s e s  and t o l d  t h e n  t o  
s t a y  open;  " t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  c a n n o t  be monopolized 
by Red Guards from Pek ing . "  Such a c t i v i t i e s  t e n d e d  t o  
e x a c e r b a t e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n i m o s i t y  f e l t  by Can tonese  to- 
ward o u t s i d e r s ,  and t h e  t e n s i o n s  t h u s  c r e a t e d  were a  
ma jo r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  war t h a t  would 
b e f a l l  Canton t h e  f o l l o w i n g  summer. 

From t h e s e  v a r i o u s  examples ,  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  
j e a l o u s y ,  s u s p i c i o n ,  and open c o n f l i c t  p lagued  t h e  Red . 
Guard movement from t h e  v e r y  o u t s e t .  T h e s e  phenomena 
were t o  be g r e a t l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  i n  t h e  months ahead .  



IV. SEPTEMBER: "WE'RE OFF TO PEKING!'" -- REVOLUTIONARY 
LIAISON ACCELERATES AND THE PLA BECOMES 
A DEN MOTHER 

+ 

"Don't q u a r r e l .  Th i s  is t h e  t h i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s  
i n  Peking f e a r  most ..., It  is not  permi t ted  t o  
s t a r t  your conve r sa t ions  wi th  such i n s u l t s  a s  
' r o t t e n  egg' and ' son of a  b i t c h .  ' You donl ' t  
understand and t h e n  you punch people  -- t h i s  
won't  do." 

. . . -- Chou En-lai  t o  Red Guards, 10  September 1966 

-- Mao Tse-tung, quoted by Hsieh Fu-chih, 13 
September 1966 

. .. 
2 3  

.;. ;" . . 
. . . .  

"Theore t i ca l ly ,  w e  r e a l i z e  tha t . . .we  must 
s t r u g g l e  by r eason  and not  by f o r c e .  However, 
once swept up  i n t o  t h e  s w i r l  of t h e  heated 
c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  some of u s  became emotional ly  
detached from P a r t y  p o l i c y  ... W e  sometimes 
could no t  c o n t r o l  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  course  of 
s t r u g g l e .  . . l' 

. .; , ,  , - . .  ... ', 
, "Allow t h e  youths.  t o  commit' e r r o r s . ,  I f  t h e i r '  ' 

i '  . . I . .  
. .. , g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  is c o r r e c t ,  it 'iqp,permjs- . ' ' , 

. . 

' !  . . s ib le  f o r  them t o  have some little flaws.  W e .  
. .  . b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  r e c t i f y  them inc'due 

course.  " , ' .  

-- Canton Number 1 Middle School Red Guards, 
13 September 1966 

"The Red Guards' a u t h o r i t y  was g iven  by 
Chairman Mao h imsel f .  Th i s  means they  w i l l  
not  be committing any cr imes  by conducting 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and t h a t  t h e i r  u p r i s i n g  is 
e n t i r e l y  a  r i g h t e o u s  one." 

-- L e t t e r  from a  r e s i d e n t  of Canton, 25 
September 1966 



A .  Revolu t ionary  L i a i s o n  Begins i n  Ea rnes t  

During September, t h e  main t a r g e t  of Red Guard 
a t t a c k s  cont inued to s h i f t  from " b o ~ r g e o i s ' ~  c i t i z e n s  
t o  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  r e g i o n a l ,  and 
c e n t r a l  l e v e l .  September a l s o  saw a d r a s t i c  i n c r e a s e  
i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  a c t i v i t i e s  , w i t h  wave u p h  waie of Red 
Guards descending on t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e i r  
compla in t s ,  soon t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  home p rov inces  and 
more h e l l - r a i s i n g . *  F u r t h e r  c o n t i n g e n t s  of Pekingese 

R e d  Guards l e f t  t h e i r  s c h o o l s  f o r  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  whi le  
still o t h e r  groups  engaged i n  i n t r a -  or i n t e r - p r o v i n c i a l  
l i a i s o n .  

On 5 September, a  j o i n t  C e n t r a l  Committee-State 
Counci l  d i r e c t i v e  was promulgated c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  regu- 
l a t i o n s  t h a t  were t o  govern l i a i s o n  t o  Peking. F i r s t ,  
it was s t a t e d  t h a t  " a l l  s t u d e n t s  of i n s t i t u t e s  of h igher  
educa t ion"  were e n t i t l e d  t o  l i a i s e  t o  t h e . c a p i t a 1 ,  wi th  
eve ry  f i f t y  s t u d e n t s  t o  be accompanied by one f a c u l t y  o r  
s t a f f  member chosen by t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  With re- 
ga rd  t o  middle-school s t u d e n t s  (" t h e r e  a r e  so many"), 
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  ''it is on ly  f e a s i b l e  t o  p i c k  
one OUltr of  t e n , "  i n  t h i s  c a s e  w i t h  a  1:100 f a c u l t y -  
s t u d e n t  r a t i o .  Groups from both categories would be 
al lowed t o  s t a y  i n  Peking f o r  f o u r  days.  

The d i r e c t i v e  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  t h e  groups 
v i s i t  Peking a t  d i f f e r e n t  times, acco rd ing  t o  " the  uni-  
f i e d  p l a n  mapped o u t  by t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  r ega rd ing  
t h e  number of v i s i t o r s  and t h e  t i m e  of v i s i t . "  Local 
a u t h o r i t i e s  were ordered  t o  "put eve ry th ing  i n  good shape 
beforehand" and charged w i t h  "making o v e r a l l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  
i n  accordance wi th  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s  a t  c o l l e g e s  
and middle s c h o o l s  and w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  
towns and v i l l a g e s . "  The s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  were 
reminded t h a t  t h e y  "must b r i n g  rice coupons and s imple  
b a g g a g e n - l i t h  them. A l a t e r ' ( l 6  September) d i r e c t i v e  

*The Red Guards soon began t o  a i r  t h e i r  d i r t y  laundry  
i n  j o u r n a l  form. The f i r s t  Red Guard paper ,- t h e  hun 
wei-ping pao ,  commenced p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  Peking on I+ 
September. By J u l y  1967, FBIS l i s t e d  192 s e p a r a t e  Red 
Guard t i t l e s ;  by A p r i l  1968, t h e  list had bu rgeoned ' t o  
468 t i t les .  



Prbfii t h e  Ministry of Railways i n s t r u c t e d  th'e s t u d e n t s  
t h a t ,  halfway through t h e i r  s t a y  ( i . e . ,  two days before 
embarkat ion) , they were t o  send a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  
Peking Municipal P a r t y  Committee's r ecep t ion  c e n t e r  t o  
o b t a i n  t i c k e t s  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  home. 

For a number of r easons ,  p l a n s  f o r  o rde r ly  "revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  l i a i son1 '  were doomed from t h e  o u t s e t .  F i r s t ,  
t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  who were t o  make t h e  "overa l l  
prepara t ions"  were themselves coming under severe  a t t a c k  
from t h e  Red Guards and, hence, inc reas ing ly  unable o r  
unwi l l ing  t o  handle t h e  arrangements. Second, a s  t h e  
p e r q u i s i t e s  of Red Guard s t a t u s  became apparent ,  many 
s t u d e n t s  who had not been chosen i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  
simply es tab l f shed  u n i t s  on t h e i r  own. i n i t i a t i v e ,  were 
o u t s i d e  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  r e spons ib le  CRGs (many of 
which were a l s o  coming under a t t a c k ,  along wi th  t h e  . 
l o c a l  P a r t y  appara tus)  from t h e  s t a r t ,  and  d i d  p r e t t y  
much a s  they chose ( inc luding l i a i s i n g  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  
and o t h e r  a reas ) .  Thi rd ,  t h e  v e r i t a b l e  c a r t e  blanche 
handed t h e  Red Guards i n  Peking by Madame Mao, Tao Chn, 
Chou En-lai,  and o t h e r s  was seen by Red Guards throughout 
t h e  country a s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  them a l s o ,  and t h u s ,  t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  anarchy soon came t o  be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a  
nation-wide mandate. Fourth,  and a  c o r o l l a r y  t o  t h e  
previous  po in t ,  i t  became c l e a r  i n  s h o r t  order  t h a t  90% 
df t h e  middle-school Red Guards would not acquisece i n  
s t a y i n g  home while 10% of t h e i r  fdl lows l i a i s e d  t o  Peking 
( t h e  first t r i p  of any moment f o r  most of them), caught 
a 'g l im#se  &i t h e  god-head, and genera l ly  had t h e  t i m e  of 
t h e i r  l i v e s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  shee r  magnitude of China's 
s t u d e n t  population precluded o r d e r l y  l i a i s o n .  Rough 
p r o j e c t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  China's co l l ege  enrollment i n  
1966 was some 650,000-r700,000 while  t h e  middle schools  
had approximately 13-15 m i l l i o n  s tuden t s .  If t h e  5 
September d i r e c t i v e  had been obeyed, l i a i s o n  t o  Peking 
would have involved a  grand t o t a l  of 2-2# m i l l i o n  s t u d e n t s  
v i s i t i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l .  Severa l  r e p o r t s ,  however, e s t ima te  
t h a t  a  t o t a l  of t e n  m i l l i o n  Red Guards l i a i s e d  t o  Peking; 
wi th  a s  many a s  two m i l l i o n  of them ( t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o t a l )  
i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  a t  one time. 



I 
R a l l  t ransport  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Peklng 

e r i o r a t e a ]  reaching  a c r i t i c a l  s t a t e  on 1 5  
September and r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  suspens ion  of  commercial 
o p e r a t i o n s  a t  a l l  Peking r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n s  t h r e e  days 
l a t e r .  S imul taneous ly ,  t ransport  outages  began t o  appear 
throughout t h e  country .  I 

- - - - . -  



"REVOLUTIONARY LIAISON " 

59554 8-68 CIA =-a 



"REVOLUTIONARY LIAISON" 

59555 8-66 CIA .- 



Confusion a l s o  r e igned  concerning e x a c t l y  what 
a m e n i t i e s  were t o  be provided f o r  t h e  p e r e g r i n a t i n g  
s t u d e n t s .  I n i t i a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  whi le .  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and lodging  were f r e e ,  t h e  Red Guards 
were t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  bujring t h e i r  own meals.* 
However, many s t u d e n t s  embarked on t h e i r  adven tu re s  w i t h -  " 

l i t t l e  more t h a n  t h e  c l o t h e s  on the i r  backs,  and any 
o f f i c i a l  who r e f u s e d  them food d i d  so  a t  h i s  p e r i l .  
Other  o f f i c i a l s  went one b e t t e r ,  p rov id ing  f r e e  food,  . ,  
c l o t h  and o t h e r  s u p p l i e s ,  and,  i n  some c a s e s ,  pocket 
money t o  t h e  Red Guards from t h e  o u t s e t  I 

I 

till o t h e r s  a l lowed Red Guards t o  s i g n  f o r  t h e i r  meals,  . 
,, with t h e i r  s c h o o l s  t o  p i c k  up t h e  t a b ,  and a t  l e a s t  one ; 

, ; -department asked  t h e  you th fu l  t r a v e l l e r s  t o  "serve - 
n o t i c e  of t h e  r u l e s  t o  a l l  s t a t i o n s w - l o c a t e d  a long  t h e i r  I 

l i n e  of march -- h a r d l y  t h e  way t o  e n s u r e  un i formi ty .  fi7' 

I n  s h o r t ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  was less t h a n  a 
s t a n d a r d i z e d  under tak ing  from t h e  s t a r t .  

31n Swatow (Kwangtung), f o r  example, t h e  p r i c e  f o r  t h r e e  ' 
meals a  day was .15  yuan p l u s  one r ice r a t i o n  coupon 
( i . e . ,  6C -- one yuan e q u a l s  approximately U.S. $.40).  
I n  Shanghai,  t h e  comparable r a t e  was r e p o r t e d l y  .40 yuan. 



B. F u r t h e r  I n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  Center  

During September, a d d i t i o n a l  d i r e c t i v e s  were 
'promulgated i n  a  f u r t h e r  a t t empt  t o  r e g u l a r i z e  and 
d e l i m i t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Red Guards. However, 
such  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were m i t i g a t e d  by t h e  f reewheel ing  
i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  p rev ious  month, by f u r t h e r  a c c o l a d e s '  
from Mao and L i n ,  and by t h e  very  magnitude of Red 
Guard a c t i v i t y  i t s e l f .  

One d i r e c t i v e ,  i s sued  j o i n t l y  on 8 September 
by t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee and t h e  S t a t e  Counci l ,  concerned 
t h e  s a fegua rd ing  of P a r t y  and s t a t e  secrets. A f t e r  
reminding t h e  Red Guards t h a t  t hey  "have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
fo r  sa fegua rd ing  codes ,  c a b l e s ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents, 
a r c h i v e s  and c o n f i d e n t i a l  da ta , "  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  s t a t e d -  
t h a t  no unauthor ized  persons  may use  such  d a t a  o r  e n t e r  
a r e a s  where such d a t a  a r e  housed -- a  c l e a r  i m p l i c a t i o n  
t h a t  important  m a t e r i a l s  had been o r  were i n  danger of " 

be ing  compromised. On t h e  fo l lowing  day, i n  a  speech ' 

a t  one of t h e  Red Guard headqua r t e r s  i n  Peking,  Chou En-' 
l a i  o rdered  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e s i s t  from en te r ing ,gove rn -  
ment bureaus  ( h e : s p e c i f i c a l l y  deplored  a  s i t - i n  of s e v e r a l  



, days  d u r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Min i s t ry  of Geology) and " i n t e r -  
f e r i n g  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  o thers1 '  -- "YOU promote 
t h e  movement a l l  day long ,  bu t  t hey  b v e  work t o  do."* 
A f u r t h e r  d i r e c t i v e  (14 September) forbade  urban Red 
Guards from l i a i s i n g  below t h e  county (hs i en )  l e v e l  and,  
conve r se ly ,  p r o h i b i t e d  sub-county s t u d e n t s  from l i a i s i n g  
t o  o t h e r  a r e a s .  However, t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  had l i t t l e  
p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t ,  f o r  t h e  " long marches on foo t "  t h a t  
came i n  f o r  o f f i c i a l  app rova l  t h e  fo l lowing  month ( i n  
a n  a t t empt  t o  e a s e  t h e  burden p laced  upon t h e  t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  sys tem) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of urban 
Red Guards t o  r e c r u i t  r u r a l  youths  i n  o r d e r  t o  augment 
t h e i r  r a n k s ,  made it imposs ib le  t o  s e a l  o f f  t h e  boon- 
docks from t h e  d i s r u p t i v e  e f f e c t s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n .  

C 

A s  was t h e  c a s e  du r ing  August,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
s t a t e m e n t s  declaiming t h e  p r e c i p i t o u s  behavior  of over- 
z e a l o u s  Red Guards were made by Chou En-Zai, I n  a  

I major pronouncement on 10  September ( t o  s t u d e n t s  about  
t o  l i a i s e  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s ) ,  Chou expounded a t  some l e n g t h  
on t h e  problems then  a f f l i c t i n g  t h e  Red Guard movement. 

On t h i s  occas ion ,  t h e  Premier  emphasized t h a t  t h e  
young m i l i t a n t s  were t h e  r e s e r v e  of t h e  PLA and,  a s  such,  
t hey  were t o  " a t t a c k  w i t h  r ea sonf f  r a t h e r  t han  f o r c e  
("pledge t h a t  you w i l l  assume your r o l e  i n  a  d i s c i p l i n e d  
and organized  manner"); t h a t  Red Guards from Peking should 
l e a r n  from l o c a l  Red Guards and not  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  them 
("don ' t  d e s t r o y  what t h e y  do not  want t o  d e s t r o y f f ) ;  t h a t  
t h o s e  on l i a i s o n  qay seek  a s s i s t a n c e  through channels  
from t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG i f  t h e y  f i n d  themselves  unable  t o  
s o l v e  problems on t h e i r  own; t h a t  t hey  should no t  i n t e r -  
f e r e  w i t h  product ion  ("have conf idence  t h a t  t h e  workers  
can s o l v e  t h e i r  own problems") o r  i n s u l t  " f o r e i g n  f r i e n d s ; "  
t h a t  t h o s e  bound f o r  S inkiang  must no t  l i a i s e  t o  a r e a s  
nea r  t h e  f r o n t i e r ;  and t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  Peking Red Guard 

*As a pDt t en t  of t h i n g s  t o  come, t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  
t h e  s i t - i n  r e s i s t e d  t h e  demands t h a t  t hey  c l e a r  o u t  of 

I t h e  M i n i s t r y  by r e c i t i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  b a n a l i t i e s  from 
Maols w r i t i n g s  t o  suppor t  t h e i r  i n t r ans igence .  



headqua r t e r s  should  s t a y  o u t  of each o t h e r k s  a f f a i r s . *  
H e  f u r t h e r  cau t ioned  them a g a i n s t  going o f f  half-cocked 
(". . .your knowledge o f  s o c i e t y  and P a r t y  p o l i c y  is still  
l i m i t e d  ...; i f  you do no t  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  you have no r i g h t  
t o  speakf1) ,  f o r  t h i s  would l e a d  t o  "committing mis takes  
a s  you d i d  i n  t h e  p a s t . "  One mis take  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
deplored  by Chou was t h e  Red Guards' s ca t t e r -gun  a s s a u l t  
on a u t h o r i t y ,  even though "only a  few l e a d e r s  want t o  
fo l low t h e  bourgeo i s  road.  " 

However, a s  he had done on e a r l i e r  occas ions ,  
Chou removed much of t h e  s t i n g  from these c r i t i c i s m s  
by l a r d i n g  h i s  remarks w i t h  m i l i t a n t  s t a t e m e n t s  and 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t h a t ,  by a  p roces s  02 s e l e c t i v e  q u o t a t i o n ,  
could be c i t e d  by t h e  Red Guards t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  very  
a c t i o n s  s o  dep lo red  by t h e  premier. For  example, Chou 
d i d  no t  o r d e r  t h e  Red Guards t o  seek  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 
Peking w m e g a r d  t o  l i a i s o n - r e l a t e d  problems, but  
merely s a i d  t h e y  m i  h t  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  C e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
i f  t h e  deemed it a v  s a b l e .  Again, wh i l e  he s t a t e d  + -h 
t h a t  ed Guards must n o t  "barge i n , "  b u t  r a t h e r  "gain 
permission from t h e  l o c a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committCe i f  
you want t o  make a n  on-the-spot i n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  he a l s o  
s a i d  t h a t  l i a i s i n g  s t u d e n t s  "must s t r u g g l e "  w i t h  t h o s e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  who "do not  welcome your v i s i t s  and a t tempt  
t o  o b s t r u c t  and oppres s  you" -- t h u s ,  i f  such permission 
were denied ,  t h e  Red Guards could (and d i d )  c i te  t h e  
r e f u s a l  a s  a n  a c t  o f  oppress ion  and commence "s t ruggl ing"  
t h e  o f f i c i a l  o r  o f f i c i a l s  r e s p o n s i b l e .  F i n a l l y ,  Chou 
reminded h i s  aud ience  a t  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  t h a t  they  must 
become a  " f i g h t i n g  squad," and t h a t  t h e  "primary task" 
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  was "not t o  v i s i t ,  but  t o  
s t r u g g l e . "  Such h o r t a t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s  would s t i c k  wi th  
t h e  Red Guards long  a f t e r  t hey  had f o r g o t t e n  o r  conven- 
i e n t l y  set a s i d e  Chouls  d e t a i l e d  account ing  of t h e i r  

* A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Chou d i d  not  g i v e  t h e  nod t o  any one 
headqua f t e r s ;  t h e  fo l lowing  month (3 October ) ,  however, 
Chou backed t h e  Third Headquarters ,  c la iming  t h a t  "bad 
elements" were i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  o t h e r  two. A l l  t h r e e  
headqua r t e r s  cont inued  to- .opera te  i n t o  e a r l y  1967, bu t  t h e  
~ : ~ d q u a r t e r s  was c l e a r l y  t h e  most powerful and in-  
f l u e n t  i a  1. 



d e f e c t s  and mistakes .*  Furthermore,  Chou himself  soon  
r e t u r n e d  t o  a semi-"anything goes1' s t a n c e .  On 27 Sept -  
ember, i n  a l e t te r  t o  t h e  Peking- Headquarters ,  he 
s t a t e d ,  "If you deem 6 course  of a c t i o n 7 ' t o  be c o r r e c t ,  
you should p G i s t  in - i t , "  t h e  implicatTon being t o  pe r -  
sist even though octhers may d i sag ree .  Thus,'Chou re- ' 
affdrmed- '  t h e  Maoist p o s i t i o n  ag s t a t ed :  by-bin Piao on  
1 5  September a t  t h e  t h i r d  mass r a l l y  i n  Peking: 

Red Guard f i g h t e r s  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s !  
The g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  of your s t r u g g l e  is 
c o r r e c t  from beginning t o  end. Chairman Mao 
and t h e  P a r t y  c e n t e r  r e s o l u t e l y  suppor t  
you! ... Those i n  a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  r oad , ,  t h o s e  r e a c t i o n a r y  bourgeois  
" a u t h o r i t i e s  , "" ' t h o s e  blood-suckers and 
p a r a s i t e s  -- a l l  of them have been g r e a t l y  
d i s t u r b e d  by you. You have done r i g h t  and 
f i n e !  

C. Attempts a t  G r e a t e r  Organ iza t iona l  Con t ro l  and 
e a l l s  f o r  Hela 

During t h e  month of September (probably p a r t l y  due 
t o  t h e  impending h a r v e s t ) ,  a d d i t i o n a l  t a c t i c s  were i n t r o -  
duced t o  b r i n g  t h e  Red Guards -- e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  on  o r  

30n a s i m i l a r  occas ion  ( i n  l a t e  September o r  e a r l y  Octo- 
b e r ) ,  Chou m e t  wi th  a v i s i t i n g  Red Guard con t ingen t  from 
Harbin Engineer ing I n s t i t u t e ,  and mil them t h e  r i o t  a c t  
f o r  a t t a c k i n g  Pan h e h e n g ,  a r r e s t i n g  t h e i r  opponents ,  and 
us ing  t h e  p r e s s  and communications media t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e i r  
accusa t ions .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Chou ordered  t h e  Red Guards 
'!not t o  go and reproduce my words a l l  over  t h e  p l ace , "  
and s t a t e d  f i v e  t i m e s  dur ing  h i s  speech t h a t  i t  was " p e p  
misa ib le"  f o r  t h e  Red Guards t o  make mis t akes ,  t h a t  such  
mis takes  were "unimportantt t  anyway, and t h a t  h i s  c r i t i c a l  
remarks "do not  mean Chat you should pu t  fet ters on your 
hands and f e e t . "  



about  t o  begin  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  -- under g r e a t e r  o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l .  S e v e r a l  s o u r c e s  r e p o r t  Red Guards 
a s s i s t i n g  i n  p roduc t ion  work, such  a s  g a t h e r i n g  i n  c rops  
o r  being u t i l i e e d  on water  conservancy p r o j e c t s .  The 
c o n t r o l  squad mechanism, f i r s t  no ted  i n  Peking on 25 August, 
was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  and some groups of  Red 
Guards were r e p o r t e d  t o  have been b i l l e t e d  w i t h  PLA u n i t s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  some m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g .  I t  was sug- 
g e s t e d  by one sou rce  t h a t  t h e  young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  were 
t o  be organized  a long  l i n e s  somewhat s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  m i l i -  
t i a  and under t h e  g e n e r a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  PLA. 

Such p r o v i n c i a l  d a t a  a s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  
p e r i o d  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  u sua l  p r a c t i c e  was f o r  *@Red 
Guards ( o s t e n s i b l y )  t o  t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  s e t t i n g  up 
J o i n t  Commands o r  Corps. t o  e x e r c i s e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r o l  over  
Red Guard* a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a  g iven  a r e a .  One o r  more schoo l s  
( u s u a l l y  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o r  c o l l e g e s )  would pu t  forward t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p roposa l ,  t o  which t h e  o t h e r  Red Guard u n i t s  
would qu fck ly  respond,  e l e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and e s t ab -  
l i s h  a  p r e p a r a t o r y  committee. A f t e r  a  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
t h e  p repa ra to ry  committee would "dec ide  u n a n S r n o ~ s l y ~ ~  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a  J o i n t  Command f o r  t h e  l o c a l i t y ,  e l e u t  o f f i c e r s ,  
and "order" a  r ank ing  PLA commander i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  s e r v e  
a s  t h e  Corp l s  c h i e f  i n s t r u c t o r .  The commander would a g r e e  
hnd a  mass r a l l y  would fo l low,  w i t h  Red Guard r ep re sen ta -  
t i v e s  making s t anda rd  p ledges  t o  t u r n  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
i n t o  a  "h ighly  o rgan ized ,  d i s c i p l i n e d  b a t t l e  force"  and 
t h e  " s t rong  r e s e r v e  of  t h e  PLA." T h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  
t u r n  would p r o f e s s  "unl imited confidence" i n  t h e  Red Guards 
and s t a t e  t h e i r  " r e s o l u t e  suppor t"  f o r  t h e  " r evo lu t iona ry  
a c t i o n s  of t h e  l i t t l e  gene ra l s . "  

Of g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Corps 'were 
under t h e  immediate c o n t r o l  of l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  either 
through t h e  PLA  instructor.^^^ o r  through t h e  l o c a l  CRGs. 
Ranking P a r t y  o f f i ~ i a l s ,  some of whom were a l r e a d y  under 
a t t a c k  and many of  whom would soon be purged,  a t t e n d e d .  
s e v e r a 1 , o f  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  r a l l i e s  ( f o r  example, i n  Hupeh, 
Kwangtung, Kweichow, S inkiang ,  Szechwan, and Yunnan), 
and addressed  the assembled s t u d e n t s ,  i n t e r s p e r s i n g  
s t a t e m e n t s  in p r a i s e  of  t he '  Red Guards w i t h  reminders  .L 
t h a t '  t h e i r  " r evo lu t iona ry  a c t i v i t i e s "  were t o  be. c a r r i e d  



o u t  under P a r t y  ( i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  l o c a l  P a r t y )  l eade r sh ip .  
Thus, many of t h e  Corps embodied a m a m e n t a l  con t r a -  
d i c t i o n  -- a m i l i t a n t  membership r e spons ive  t o  such  Maoist 
concepts  a s  " d e s t r u c t i o n  must precede c o n s t r u c t i o n "  and . 
"bombard t h e  headqua r t e r s , "  bu t  w i t h  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  over 
t h e  Corps e x e r c i s e d  by P a ~ t y  incumbents who were viewed 
a s  epitomizdng t h e  s t a g n a n t ,  bourgeois  order t h a t  had 
t o  be desaroyed. Furthermore,  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  was 
accentua ted  by  t h e  c o n s t a n t  f low of l i a i s i n g  Red Gdards, 
e s p e c i a l l y  t b o s e  from Peking,  who came t o  a t t a c k  t h e  
l o c P l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and were l o a t h  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
Of anyone save  Mao and h i s  c o t e r i e  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  I n  
t hose  a r e a s  where t h e  newly-establ ished Red Guard Corps 
were g e n e r a l l y  r e spons ive  t o  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  cont ra -  
d i c t i o n , s t i l l  e x i s t e d .  I n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  $ ;" @ 

would t a k e  t h e  form of in t ra -Corps  disseng:ibn\+, a n  open - 
s p l i t  and t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of a r i v a l  Corps,  o r  c o n f l i c t  
between t h e  de fens ive  a c t i o n s  of a g iven  Corps and t h e  
a t t a c k s  mounted by l i a i s i n g  Red Guards a g a i n s t  t h e  l o c a l  
P a r t y  appara tus .  During October ,  s e v e r a l  Corps i n  t h i s  
l a t t e r  group were a t t a c k e d  a s  "monarchist" o r  "emperor- 
p ro t ec t ing"  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and they  e i t h e r  f o l d e d ,  re- 
organized  wi th  t h e  "support" of non-local m i l i t a n t s , *  
o r  l apsed  i n t o  ddsuetude.  

Hunan and Sihkdagg-- geographical l 'y  and e t h n i c a l l y  
d i s t i n c t  -- have been s e l e c t e d  t o  provide  some idea  of 
how t h e  f r a c t i o u s  p u r s u i t s  of l i a i s i n g  and l o c a l  m i l i t a n t s  
c r e a t e d  a c l i m a t e  completely  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  r egu la -  
r i z a t i o n  of Red Guard a c t i v i t y  under P a r t y - c o n t r o l l e d  

*In Swatow, f o r  example, i t  is r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a " f e w  
score1'  Pekingese Red Guards reorganized  t h e  c i t y ' s  
Red Guard movement i n  l a t e  September. They had 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f i l e s  main ta ined  
by t h e  Swatow P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Bureau, e x p e l l e d  l o c a l  
Red Guards who possessed  unf8vorab&el&aokg~ound~iI; and 
r e c r u i t e d  rep lacements  from t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  " f i v e  
r e d  c l a s s e s .  l1 



:orps.* The September imbroglio i n  Sinkiang is e s p e c i a l l y  
ln tere$t fng,  inasmuch a s  r e p o r t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  descr ib ing  
;he c o n f l i c t  a s  seen  by Pekingese Red Guards i n  Urumchi 
1s w e l l  a s  t h e i r  l o c a l  opponents. 

The b r i e f  f o r  t h e  Pekingese was contained i n  a 
lid-September telegram signed by l i a i s i n g  u n i t s  from t h e  
: a p i t a l  ( inc luding t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Re la t ions  I n s t i t u t e ,  
k inghua,  Peop le t s  Univers i ty ,  and P e i t a )  addressed t o  
~ c t i v i s t s  i n  va r ious  schools  t h ~ o u g h o u t  t h e  country,  
:ailing upon them t o  support  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  
  gain st t h e  "King of Sinkiang. "** I -- a - -  . 

- 

Although Wang had been en t rus ted  wi th  t h e  respon- 
~ i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  s i z e a b l e  and most s t r a t e g i c  border re- 
:ion, h i s  "unexpectedly wicked1' a c t i o n s  soon showed t h a t  
Le had betrayed Mao's t r u s t .  H i s  primary goal  was t o  
~ s t a b l i s h  an  "independent kingdom" and, t o  r e a l i z e  t h i s  
:oa l ,  Wang intended t o  "conspire wi th  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  
loviet Union." For tunate ly ,  seven Pekingese Red Guard 
l n i t s ,  "numbering 5,500 men," a r r i v e d  i n  Urumchi i n  t i m e  
;o f o i l  t h i s  heinous p l o t .  However, t h e i r  p r i s t i n e  l a b o r s  
;o e s t a b l i s h  a  "red Sinkiang" were "immediately upset" 
by t h e  pe rn ic ious  Wang, who ordered t h e  " b r u t a l  suppres- 
lion" of t h e  v i s i t o r s '  a c t i v i t i e s .  Many of t h e  "unarmed" 

' I t  would. be impossible t o  cover t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e '  
Led Guards on a province-by-province b a s i s ,  even j u s t  
d t t i n g  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s ,  and keep t h i s  s tudy wi th in  manage- 
.b le  l i m i t s .  Thus, an at tempt w i l l  be made (where poss ib le )  

t o  s e l e c t  one o r  two provinces t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  p o i n t  
under d i scuss ion ,  remembering t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  
no province is t r u l y  t y p i c a l .  
For a t h e r  provinces,  d e t a i l e d  information can be found 
i n  t h e  OCI China Divis ion  pub l i ca t ion ,  China P o l i t i c a l  
Month1 . The present  s tudy has  u t i l i z e d  da ta  contained d n t h  s u s e f u l  series. 

**i.e. ,  Wang En-mao, long-time Sinkiang F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  
and concurrant ly  Commander a s  we l l  as P o l i t i c a l  Commissar 
of t h e  Sinkiang Mi l i t a ry  Region. The t i t l e  "King of Sin-  
kiang" is a play on words; t h e  surname Wang means "king." 



s t a l w a r t s  were wounded i n  t h e  f r a y ;  however, t h e y  were 
undaunted and proceeded t o  s t a g e  a hunger s t r i k e  i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  S ink iang  P a r t y  headquar te rs .  Then a f u r t h e r  heresy  -- upon a s k i n g  t h e  s o l d i e r s  guarding t h e  headqua r t e r s  for 
a photo of  Mao " i n  o r d e r  t o  arm themselves  a g a i n s t  hunger 
and cold';!' t h e  s t u d e n t s  were que r i ed  i n  r e t u r n ,  "Which 
Chairman's photo do you want?" 

Wang a l s o  organized  Worker Cont ro l  Squads t o  op- 
pose t h e  Pekingese c o n t i n g e n t ,  and i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  minions 
t o  fo l low t h e  v i s i t o r s  around t h e  c i t y  shou t ing  s logans  
such a s  "We must p r o t e c t  t h e  l o c a l  P a r t y  committee t o  t h e  
end" and "Kick ou t  t h e  l i t t l e  r a s c a l s  who seek t o  s p o i l  
t h e  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  s ac red  Northwest." Such 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  conclude,  e s t a b l i s h  c l e a r l y  
t h a t . " t h e  unpardonable" Wang En-mao is "ant i -Paray ,  a n t i -  
Mao Tse-tung, an t i -peop le ,  a n t i - c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and 
anti-Red Guards. " 

An e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  (and more c r e d i b l e )  account ing  
of t h e  a f f a i r  was provided by " r evo lu t iona ry  t e a c h e r s  and 

kccord ing  t o  t h i s  v e r s i o n ,  t h e  t r u e  c u l p r i t s  were a "hand- 
I 

f u l "  of Red Guards from Peking,  Shanghai,  Lanchow, and 
Urumchi who were a c t i n g  wi thout  any a u t h o r i z a t i o n  a s  t h e  
I r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s "  of some t h i r t y - f o u r  in -  
s t i t u t e s  and schools .  The most obnoxious groups ,  a s  could 
be expec ted ,  were those*  from "Peking and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
f ra$esna: l -  p rov inces  and regions."  Such u n i t s ,  it was 
a s s e r t e d ,  involved "a g r e a t  many Red Guards" ard t h e y  had 
begun a r r i v i n g  i n  Urumchi a s  e a r l y  a s  22 August ( i .e . ,  
on ly  f o u r  days  a f t e r  t h e i r  p u b l i c  debut a t  t h e  f i r s t  mass 
r a l l y )  ; 

During t h e  two-week pe r iod  s i n c e  22 August,  t h e  
Urumchi complainants  a v e r r e d ,  t h e  l o c a l  Par$y and govern- 
mental  o rgans  and t h e  " r evo lu t iona ry  masses of a l l  na t ion -  
a l i t i e s "  had accorded t h e  Red Guards an. " e n t h u s i a s t i c  

3Sinkiang  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S ink iang  Engineer ing I n s t i t u t e ,  t h e  
S inkiang  1 August A g r i c u l t h r a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  S ink iang  Medical 
I n s t i t u t e ,  S ink iang  Government and Law Cadre School ,  and 
t h e  S inkiang  Rura l  S o c i a l i s t  Cons t ruc t ion  School. 



welcome and sympathe t ic  t rea tment . "  Wang En-mao himself 
r e c e i v e d  them on e i g h t e e n  s e p a r a t e  occas ions ,  and i n d i c a t e d  
r e p e a t e d l y  t h a t  he welcomed "grea t  blooming, contending,  
and b ig-charac te r  p o s t e r s .  . .exposing and c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  
P a r t y  committee and h imse l f . "  

On 2 September, Wang addressed  a r a l l y  of some 
50,000 people  convened t o  c e l e b r a t e  Mao's August meet ings  
w i t h  t h e  Red Guards, The l i a i s i n g  m i l i t a n t s  immediately 
condemned t h e  r a l l y  a s  a coun te r r euo lu t iona ry  a f f a i r ,  
Wangfs remarks as  a "b lack  speech," and descended upon 
t h e  S inkiang  P a r t y  Committee's CRG o f f i c e  t o  demand a 
d r a f t  copy of  h i s  address .  I t  is u n c l e a r  whether o r  
n o t  a d r a f t  was g iven  t o  them, bu t  it is c l e a r  t h a t  
the  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  l o c q l  CRG.of f ic ia l s  were 
dismissed o u t  of hand, f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  demanded t h e  
summary overthrow of Wang and t h e  S inkiang  P a r t y  Committee. 

The fo l lowing  evening ,  over  t h i r t y  Pekingese Red 
Guards broke i n t o  t h e  P a r t y  b u i l d i n g ,  shou t ing  "Hey you, 
Wang! G e t  your --- down here!" When Wang d i d  n o t  appea r ,  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  began s e a r c h  of  the 'p remises .  S t a f f  per-  
sonne l  on d u t y  t r i e d  " t i m e  and aga in"  t o  "persuade" them 
t o  s t o p ,  bu t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e f u s e d  ("dogs ... bas t a rds . . .  I 

We a r e  c u r s i n g  demons and monsters ,  and t h i s  is q u i t e  
proper") and gave t h e  s t a f f  a n  ult imatum t o  hand Wang 
ove r  t o  them w i t h i n  t h i r t y  minutes.  During t h e  n i g h t ,  
S ink iang  P a r t y  S e c r e t a r y  and Vice-Governor Wu Kuang m e t  
with t h e  d i s s i d e n t s  on t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  occas ions  i n  a n  
a t t e p p t  t o  c o n c i l i a t e  them, on ly  t o  be bombarded wi th  
s i m i l a r  abus ive  language. A s i t - i n  and f a s t  ensued out -  
s i d e  t h e  P a r t y  o f f i c e s ,  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e f u s i n g  o f f i c i a l  
o f f e r s  of food and o v e r c o a t s  ( " r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  s t a n d  f a s t ;  
non - revo lu t iona r i e s ,  b u t t  out").  

The next  morning, over  twenty of t h e  demons t ra tors  
c rashed  t h e  P a r t y  Committee's l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e i r  
con t inu ing  and tmsuccess fu l  s e a r c h  f o r  Wang En-mao. A f t e r  
"bea t ing  up t h 2 r t e e n  PLA o f f i c e r s  and men," t hey  r e t u r n e d  
t o  P a r t y  headqua r t e r s ,  resumed t h e  s i t - i n  and f a s t  ( " fac ing  
Chairman Maofs p o r t r a i t " ) ,  and claimed t h a t  t h e i r  f a s t i n g  
had r ece ived  suppor t  from C e n t r a l  CRG head Chen Po-ta "by 
r e t u r n  wire." Th i s  l a t t e r  c l a i m  may w e l l  be t r u e ,  f o r  



Wang f i n a l l y  m e t  w i t h  t h e  v i s i t o r s ;  however, he  could  
no t  make himself  heard over  t h e  d in .*  Here t h e  account  , 
ends ,  w i t h  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  of undying suppor t  f o r  Mao and 
t h e  t?u&fbraJ r e v o l u t i o n .  

A s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  developed i n  Hunan, a l though 
i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  malconten ts  appear  t o  have been l o c a l  
Red Guards, w i t h  l i a i s i n g  s t u d e n t s  adding f u e l  t o  t h e  

n lxnmgn  r n e  cnangsna materials 
Lme sequence f o r  t h e  chronology of 
e v e n t s  d e s c r i b e d ,  i n t e r n a l  ev idence  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
i n i t i a l  c l a s h  took  p l a c e  i n  e a r l y  September, and it is 
c l e a r  t h a t  t ,he c o n f l i c t  remained unreso lved  a t  t h e  end 
of October.  ' 

~ l t h o u ~ h  t h e  e a r l i e s t  complaint  on t h e  p a r t  of  I 

u n i v e r s i t y  Red Guards i n  Changsha was s imply t h a t  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  there had been "calm and unimpressive" 
t o  d a t e ,  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e i r  a p p e t i t e s  were whet ted 
by t h e  f low of  l i a i s i n g  Red Guards t r a n s i t t i n g  t h e  Hunanese 
c a p i t a l .  ** I n  any .event ,  some two hundred l o c a l  s t u d e n t s  

' marched t o  t h e  Municipal P a r t y  Committee o f f i c e  t o  demand 
an e x p l a h a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Committee's f a i l u r e  t o  g e t  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  o f f  t h e  ground. The l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  
f e a r i n g  t r o u b l e ,  mustered "thousands" of workers t o  s t o p  
t h e  marchers. A f i g h t  ensued and many s t u d e n t s  were re- 
p o r t e d l y  i n j u r e d ,  t h r e e  of them s e r i o u s l y .  The outnumbered 
p r o t e s t a n t s  withdrew, regrouped,  and set o u t  a g a i n ,  t h i s  

%It appea r s  t h a t  Wang a t tempted  t o  a d d r e s s  t h o s e  s i t t i n g - i n  
from t h e  "safe ty"  of t h e  P a r t y  b u i l d i n g ,  f o r  t h e  demonstra- 
t o r s  cont inued  t o  s h o u t ,  " G e t  your --- down here!" (kun-hs ia - la i )  

**Changsha &a one of f o u r  major c i t ies  on t h e  Peking-Canton 
r a i l r o a d .  Repor t s  from o t h e r  a r e a s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it was 
common p r a c t i c e  f o r  Red Guards t o  harangue onlookers  a t  
s t a t i o n s  a long  t h e  l i n e ,  exhor t ing  t h e  l o c a l s  t o  fo l low 
t h e i r  " revolu t ionary"  example. 



t i m e  t o  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  Committee b u i l d i n g  where 
t h e y  were rece ived  by t h e  "Par ty  Sec re t a ry .  "* The 
S e c r e t a r y ,  however, suppor ted  t h e  Municipal P a r t y  Com- 
mittee and blamed t h e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  a f f a i r .  

The Red Guards,  determined t o  make a  f i g h t  of i t ,  
a g a i n  took t o  t h e  streets, making speeches  and pas s ing  i 

o u t  l e a f l e t s  denouncing t h e  two committees. The l a t t e r  
responded wi th  l e a f l e t s  of t h e i r  own a s  well a s  r a d i o  
b roadcas t s ,  and ordered  t h e i r  s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i t s  no t  t o  
suppor t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  The sub-uni t  l e a d e r s  were unable  
t o  make t h i s  e d i c t  s t i c k ,  however, a s  many of t h e  rank- 
a n d - f i l e  dec l a red  t h e i r  suppor t  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  mi l i t an t@.**  
By around t h e  t h i r d  week of September, t h e  two committees 
h e l d  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  meet ings ,  b u t - t h e  s t u d e n t s  were not  
s a t i s f i e d  by t h i s  p loy  and;'*as t h e  law of  r i s i n g  expecta-  
t i o n s  would have i t ,  demanded t h a t  t h e  committee members 
be removed from o f f i c e .  The demand was n a t u r a l l y  r e f u s e d ,  
and t h u s  t h e  Red Guards s e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  Peking t o  
a p p e a l  t h e i r  c a s e  b e f o r e  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. I n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  
t h e  v i s i t o r s  were r e c e i v e d  by " leaders"  ( u n i d e n t i f i e d )  
of t h e  Central .  CRG. A f t e r  t i c k i n g  o f f  t h e i r  grbevances ,  I , 
t h e  CRG t o l d  them t o  have no f e a r  and "ordered t h e  s t u d e n t s  
t o  r e t u r n  [ t o  'Changsha] and con t inue  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  a s su red  ... t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  v i c t o r y  would be t h e i r s . "  

The P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  Committee g o t  t h e  message and 
admi t ted  its e r r o r s .  A l l  sub-uni t s  were ordered  t o  punish 
c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  t h e i r  employ, p u b l i c l y  apolo- 
gize t o  t hose  who had been wrongfu l ly  accused ( i . e . ,  t h e  
m i l i t a n t s ) ,  and r e s t o r e  them t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  The Red 

*The i d e n t i t y  of t h i s  o f f i c i a l  is no t  known; however, 
bo th  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  Chang Ping-hua and Act ing  F i r s t  
S e c r e t a r y  Wang Yen-chun (who had assumed. the  p o s t  when 
Chang was i n  Peking)  were l a t e r  purged. 

**This is c r e d i b l e .  One of t h e  e a r l i e s t ,  major a n t i -  
Chang Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Changsha, t h e  Higher 
Headquarters  o r  kao-szu ( f u l l  t i t l e :  t h e  Changsha I n s t i -  
t u t e s  of Higher -g Red P o l i t i c a l  Power Defense 
Army General  Command P o s t )  had a l l i e s  i n  P a r t y  and govern- 
ment o f f i c e s .  



Guards,  however, cont inued  t o  p r e s s  t h e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  
t h e  " c a p i t a l i s t  roaders1 '  a t  a l l  l e v e l s : '  " p r o v i n c i a l ,  
municipal ,  county ,  government u n i t ,  and f a c t o r y , "  a i d e d  
by a n  o r d e r  from Peking ' - 

t h a t  t h e  "PLA, p o l i c e  a  a UDLIC s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  canno t1  
be used i n  t h e  campaign ...f and] have r e f r a i n e d  from 
t a k i n g  any a c t  ion.  "0 

A s  o f  30 October ,  however, t h e  Hunan problem 
remained unresolved.  Tao Chu, speaking t o  a  Hunanese 
c o n t i g e n t  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  defended Chang Ping-hua ("Let 
him c o r r e c t  h i s  mi s t akes  dur ing  h i s  work...  Do no t  purge 
him"), s t a t e d  t h a t  Chang had been c r i t i c i z e d  on two oc- 
c a s i o n s  by t h e  C e n t l a l  Committee and s e n t  back t o  h i s  
Changsha p o s t  " t h i s  morning," bu t  added t h a t  i f  he d i d  :* 

n o t  " r e v o l u t 2 0 n i z e ~ ~  h i m s e l f ,  he - would be purged -- however, i l i t a  

by t h e  P a r t s  c e n t e r ,  - n o t  by t h e  young toughs.  

Tao, of c o u r s e ,  was himself  devoured by t h e  purge 
some s i x  o r  seven weeks l a t e r ,  and i t  is l i k e l y  t h a t  
s t a t e m e n t s  such a s  t h e s e  helped t o  g r e a s e  t h e  s l i d e .  A s  
t h e  former boss  of  t h e  P a r t y ' s  Central -South Regional  
Bureau (covering Honan, Hunan, Hupeh, Kwangsi, and Kwangtung), 
Tao appeared t o  have l i t t l e  t a s t e  f o r  t h e  way t h e  Red 
Guards had done g r i e v o u s  damage t o  h i s  many y e a r s '  l a b o r  -- t h u s  h i s  a t t empt  t o  p r e s e r v e  what he could  of t h e  
o l d  a p p a r a t u s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  such a s  Chang Ping- 
hua who were i n  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e ,  t o  be s u r e ,  bu t  not  y e t  
adjudged by Mao t o  be beyond sav ing .  E a r l i e r  on,  Tao had 
a t tempted  a  s i m i l a r  s a lvage  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  r ega rd  t o  
Kwangtung. I n  an  11 September le t ter  t o  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
S e c r e t a r y  Ou Meng-chuah, he warned h e r  t h a t  Red Guards 
were t o  be s e n t  t o  Kwangtung " t o  f i g h t  f o r  a  new kingdom:" 

The "old man" [ ~ a o ]  is i n  a  ve ry  bad mood, 
and " the  t i g e r "  co in ~ i a o ]  wants  t o  change 
h i s t o r y .  A l l  t h e  o l d  t h i n g s  w i l l  be des t roy-  
ed and more and more new t h i n g s  w i l l  appear .  
There w i l l  be c o n f l a g r a t i o n s  everywhere,  and 

. t h e  whole world w i l l  watch them eage r ly .  



Turning s p e c i i i c a l l y  t o  t h e  ques t ion  of Kwangtung, Tao 
expressed h i s  hope t h a t  Madame Ou would cooperate- .with 
Chao Tzu-yang, use  h e r  d i s c r e t i o n  i n  "des t roying  t h e  o l d  
and f o s t e r i n g  t h e  new," and avoid "b l ind ly  fo l lowing  
t h e  crowd o r  t h o s e  who would a c t  r e c k l e s s l y : "  

Kwangtung is a  base e s t a b l i s h e d  by u s  and 
a l l  our  o l d  f r i e n d s .  It.*'would be a  d i s a s t e r  
i f  it were t o t a l l y  destroyed by f i r e .  The 
e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  i n  Kwang- 
tung  was n o t  b u i l t  i n  a  day. I f e a r  t h a t  
t h e  r e w o l u t i o n a r i e s  may d e s t r o y  our  gndus t ry ,  
r ende r ing  f u t u r e  r e s t o r a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t  i f  no t  
imposs ib le .  Do not  h e s i t a t e  t o  o rgan ize  worker 

. Red Guards t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and uphold 
, .*.,.the r e d  f l a g  of i ndus t ry .  < s 

W i t h  p r e c i o u s  few excep t ions ,  Canton s u f f e r e d  more 
d e s t r u c t i o n  and bloadbhed. than o t h e r  Chinese c i t ies .  Chao, 
Madame Ou, and o t h e r s  t r i e d  t o  minimize t h e  l o s s e s  and 
were purged f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r k s .  The Red Guard juggernaut ,  
unleashed by Mao, could n o t  be stopped by "lesser" men. 



V. OCTOBER-NOVEMBER: A PERIOD OF ADJUSTMENT 

A .  The O c t o b e r  Work C o n f e r e n c e  and  Augmenting 
The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  

We w i l l  t r i u m p h  i n  t h e  e n d ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  
d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  i t  to  be t h i s  c o m p l i c a t e d .  
Maybe you d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  i t  e i t h e r :  

--Chang Chun-chiao  t o  F u k i e n e s e  Red 
G u a r d s ,  7 O c t o b e r  1966 

Chai rman Mao n o t e d  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  
and d e c i d e d  t o  c a l l  you t o g e t h e r  t o  . d i s -  
c u s s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

--Lin P i a o  a t  t h e  Work, C o n f e r e n c e ,  
25 O c t o b e r  1966 

A communist  who h a s  commit ted  a n  e r r o r  
o f  l i n e  s h o u l d  be c o u r a g e o u s  enough  t o  
a d m i t  h i s  e r r o r s ,  c r i t i c a l l y  examine  t h o s e  
errors ,  and  j o i n  t h e  m a s s e s  t o  c r i t i c i z e  
and  r e p u d i a t e  h i s  own e r r o r s .  

--Red F l a g ,  1 November 1966 

By e a r l y  O c t o b e r ,  it was c l e a r  t h a t  a l l  was  n o t  
g o i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n .  I n  many a r e a s ,  t h e  v i o l e n t  
Red Guard a s s a u l t s  on t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  d u r i n g  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  month and  more had produced  l i t t l e  s a v e  i n -  
c r e a s e d  r e s i s t a n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h o s e  o f f i c i a l s  u n d e r  
a t t a c k .  I f  Mao had e x p e c t e d  a  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  v i c t o r y  
v i a  h i s  Red Guard b l i t z k r i e g ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
e l i t e  s u r r e n d e r i n g  e a r l y  o n ,  he had b e e n  p roven  wrong by 
r e c e n t  e v e n t s .  C e r t a i n  c o r r e c t i v e s  were r e q u i r e d ,  and  
Ma0 a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  p rob lem o n  two l e v e l s - - p r o f f e r r i n g  
l t f o r g i v e n e s s "  t o  t h o s e .  who c o r r e c t e d  t h e i r  " e r r o r s  , I 1  w h i l e  
a t  t h e  same time s h a r p e n i n g  t h e  weapon t h a t  would c u t  down 
t h o s e  who c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p p o s e  h i s  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  

From 9 t o  '26 O c t o b e r ,  a  C e n t r a l  Commit tee  Work 
C o n f e r e n c e  met t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p rob lem.  I n  a  m a j o r  s p e e c h  
o n  23 O c t o b e r ,  C e n t r a l  CRG head  Chen Po- t a  summar ized  t h e  



c o u r s e  of  t h e  movement o v e r  t h e  p a s t  two months .  N o t i n g  
t h a t  l1 t h e  s t r u g g l e  h a s  become v e r y  a c u t e  and  v e r y  com- 
p l i c a t e d ,  l1 Chen compla ined  t h a t  " c e r t a i n  comrades  o n  t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee" r e f u s e d  to  c a r r y  o u t  Mao l s  p o l i c i e s  
and  h a d ,  i n  f a c t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p ro -  
tec t  t h e m s e l v e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  promote  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  
T h e s e  p e o p l e ,  he  c h a r g e d ,  were ' 'still i n s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
w o r k e r - p e a s a n t  m a s s e s  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c a d r e s  t o  f i g h t  
w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s f 1  and  " i n  many p l a c e s v  had c o r r u p t e d  t h e  
Red Guards  t h e m s e l v e s .  They w e r e  now t o  be g i v e n  o n e  
l a s t  c h a n c e  t o  redeem t h e m s e l v e s  and r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  
1 i n e  . 

On t h e  2 5 t h ,  Mao a n d  L i n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  Work C o n f e r -  
e n c e .  L i n  condemned L i u  a n d  Te,ng f o r  " s a b o t a g i n g  t h e  
s p r e a d  o f  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  Mao Tse- tung ,"  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
" m i s t a k e n  p o l i c y  l i n e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was  m a i n l y  
p r o p o s e d  by them," and  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h i s  l i n e  was " c a r -  
r i e d  o u t  t o  some e x t e n t  i n  e v e r y  1 0 c a l i t y . ~ ~  However, 
L i n  drew a  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  of a  m i s t a k e n  
p o l i c y  and t h o s e  who implemented  t h a t  p o l i c y  ( " . . . t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  comrades  a c t e d  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  and t h e y  
were n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  r e s i s t i n g  Chairman M a o q s  l i n e w ) .  
Mao made t h e  same p o i n t  ( " t h e r e  w i l l  a l w a y s  be some p e o p l e  ... 
who w i l l  set t h e m s e l v e s  up  i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  I am c o n f i d e n t  
t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d f 1  ) , e x p r e s s e d  h i s  s a t i s -  
f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  m e e t i n g  ( l l .  . . t u r n i n g  t h i s  s t a t e  of  pas-  
s i v i t y  i n t o  o n e  where  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  is r e g a i n e d " ) ,  and  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h i t h e r t o  t h e  " test"  had n o t  b e e n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  
f a i r l y  ( " the  comrades  c a n n o t  be b lamed,  as  t h e  time h a s  
b e e n  t o o  s h o r t " ) .  H e  t h e n  o r d e r e d  3 - l e v e l  ( p r o v i n c i a l ,  
d i s t r i c t ,  c o u n t y )  P a r t y  m e e t i n g s  t o  be convened  t o  "ex- 
p l a i n  q u e s t i o n s  c l e a r l y "  ( i . e . ,  c o r r e c t  p a s t  e r r o r s  and  
o f f e r  self-criticisms) and t o  " d i s s e m i n a t e  t h e  s p i r i t  
o f  t h e  Work, Confe rence . "*  

*On t h e  2 8 t h ,  Chou t o l d  t h e  Red G u a r d s  t o  c e a s e  t h e i r  
a t t a c k s  o n  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  u n t i l  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  had b e e n  
c o n c l u d e d .  S e v e r a l  o f f i c i a l s  l a t e r  pu rged  ( s u c h  as  L i  
Ching-chuan)  were a c c u s e d  o f  u s i n g  t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s  t o  
p r e p a r e  f u r t h e r  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  Red Guard a t t a c k s .  



On 1 November, Red F l a g  s p e l l e d  b u t  t h e  l i n e  l a i d  
down by  Mao a t  t h e  ~ o r k C o n f % r e n c e .  P r a i s i n g  t h e  "mobili- 
z a t i o n  o f  t h e  masses"  a s  a  " g r e a t  s p u r  t o  c o m r a d e s  . . .  
whose l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  been  f a r  f rom c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o r  e f -  
f e c t i v e , "  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  warned t h a t  " t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  a  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  number o f  muddle-headed p e o p l e  i n s i d e  t h e  
P a r t y  whose w o r l d  o u t l o o k  h a s  n o t  been  r emolded  or h a s  
n o t  b e e n  e f f e c t i v e l y  r emolded , "  and  t h a t  "a  p r o c e s s  is 
r e q u i r e d  f o r  these comrades  t o  r e t u r n . . . t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  
l i n e , "  b u t  made i t  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  c o u l d  
stil l  s a v e  t h e m s e l v e s :  

D i s t i n c t i o n s  s h o u l d  be made among t h o s e  who 
have  commi t t ed  e r r o r s  o f  l i n e .  T h o s e  ( there  
a r e  o n l y  o n e ,  two o r . s e v e r a 1  p e r s o n s )  who 
have  p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e  e r r o n e o u s  l i n e  s h o u l d  be 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f rom t h o s e  who p u t  i t  i n t o  
e f f e c t ;  those ( t h e s e  a r e  a  m i n o r i t y )  who have  
c o n s c i o u s l y  implemented  t h e  e r r o n e o u s  l i n e  
s h o u l d  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f rom t h o s e  ( there  
is a  l a r g e  number of  t h e s e )  who have  done  
i t  u n c o n s c i o u s l y .  . . 
P r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  c o r r e c t  t h e i r  e r r o r s ,  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  s t a n d  and  c a r r y  o u t  
t h e  P a r t y ' s  c o r r e c t  l i n e ,  i t  is n o t  o n l y  
p o s s i b l e  f o r  them t o  become c a d r e s  of t h e  
s e c o n d  c a t e g o r y  [ c o m p a r a t i v e l y  good]  o r  of 
t h e  t h i r d  c a t e g o r y  [ t h o s e  who have  made seri- 
o u s  m i s t a k e s ,  b u t  h a v e  n o t  become " a n t i -  
P a r t y ,  a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  r i g h t i s t s " ] ,  i t  is 
a l s o  p o s s i b l e  fo r  them t o  d e v e l o p  i n t o  c a d r e s  
o f  t h e  first c a t e g o r y  [ g o o d ] .  Never t h e l e s s ,  
t h e s e  comrades  must  be s h a r p l y  t o l d  t h a t  no  
m a t t e r  who t h e y  a r e ,  and  n o  m a t t e r  how g r e a t  
t h e i r  p a s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  i f  t h e y  c l i n g  t o  t h e  
e r r o n e o u s  l i n e ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o n t r a d i c -  
t i o n s  be tween them and t h e  P a r t y  and  t h e  m a s s e s  
w i l l  c h a n g e .  . . 
Whi le  Mao was d e a l i n g  w i t h  p rob lems  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  

P a r t y  e l i t e  a t  t h e  Work C o n f e r e n c e ,  a move was  u n d e r  way 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  t o  b o t h  expand and  p u r i f y  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  



r e v o l u t i o n a r y  b f t .  On 5 O c t o b e r ,  a n  "Urgent  D i r e c t i v e "  
o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commiss ion ' s  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  
D e p a r t m e n t ,  e n d o r s e d  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee;  c o m p l a i n e d  
t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  a c a d e m i e s  and  
s c h o o l s  had  become a  " d r e a r y  a f f a i r t f  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a c t i -  
v i t i e s  of a  " h a n d f u l  of a n t i - P a r t y "  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e s e  
s c h o o l s .  T h e s e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r e d ,  "must be 
d r a g g e d  o u t ,  t h o r o u g h l y  s t r u g g l e d  and c r i t i c i z e d . "  A t  
t h e  same time, t h o s e  who had been  condemned e a r l i e r  by 
t h e  schoolsf  P a r t y  committees a n d  t h e  work teams s h o u l d  
b e  " p u b l i c l y  v i n d i c a t e d  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t e d "  and  a l l  c h a r g e s  
a g a i n s t  them d e c l a r e d  n u l l  a n d  v o i d .  F u r t h e r ,  Red Guards  
f r o m  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  were p e r m i t t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t i e s  w i t h  
n o n - m i l i t a r y  Red Guards  and  to  l i a i s e  t o  other a r e a s ,  
b u t  t h e y  were o r d e r e d  I& t o  " i n t e r f e r e  w i t h ,  o r  i n t e r -  
v e n e  i n ,  t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n w - - i . e . ,  t h e  "bomb- 
bardment"  o f  c i v i l i a n  P a r t y  c o m m i t t e e s .  

The  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  Kua i  Ta- fu  ( m i l i t a n t  l e a d e r  
of T s i n g h u a f s  Chingkangshan  Red G u a r d s )  was p u b l i c l y  
r e h a b i l i t a t e d  a t  a  mass r a l l y  s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  P e k i n g  
T h i r d  H e a d q u a r t e r s  ( e n d o r s e d  a s  t h e  l e a d i n g  Red Guard 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ) .  Chou E n - l a i  i n f o r m e d  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  t h a t  
t h e  5 O c t o b e r  d i r e c t i v e  was " n o t  o n l y  a d i r e c t i v e  for  t h e  
PLA, b u t  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and m i d d l e  s c h o o l s . "  
H e  a l s o  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  l i a i s i n g  Red Guards  were n o t  t o  be 
" p e r s e c u t e d ,  i l l e g a l l y  d e t a i n e d ,  or i n t e r r o g a t e d  u n d e r  
t o r t u r e "  upon r e t u r n i n g  home; m o r e o v e r ,  t h e y  were t o  con-  
t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  t he i r  m o n t h l y  s t i p e n d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  
s c h o o l s  were c l o s e d .  

A matter o f  some c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  M a o i s t s  a t  t h i s  
time was  t h e  d i s s e n s i o n  among t h e  Red Guards  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
and  a t t e m p t s  were made d u r i n g  O c t o b e r  and  November t o  
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  c o n f l i c t .  On 1 7  O c t o b e r ,  C e n t r a l  
CRG member Wang L i  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  some Red Guard o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  were c o n t r o l l e d  a n d  m a n i p u l a t e d  by  " c a p i t a l i s t  
readers;" i n d e e d ,  Wang t s  c a l l  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e  to  "win 
o v e r  and  u n i t e  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y "  i m p l i e d  c l e a r l y  
t h a t  t h e  r a d i c a l s  were still i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y .  

C l o s e  upon Wangfs  e x h o r t a t i o n s ,  m e e t i n g s  were con-  
vened  i n '  P e k i n g  t o  v l r e v o l u t i o n i z e "  t h e  F i r s t  and  Second 



(Red Guard )  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  On 2 1  O c t o b e r ,  Red Guards  r e p r e -  
s e n t i n g  some f o r t y - s e v e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  m e t  t o  c e n s u r e  t h e  
" r e v i s i o n i s t  Red Guards" who had o c c u p i e d  t h e  l 'dominant  
p o s i t i o n s "  i n  t h e  F i r s t  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  A f t e r  wha t  was  re- 
. p o r t e d  t o  have  been  a  " v i o l e n t  d e b a t e  and s t r u g g l e , "  t h e  . 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  r e s o l v e d  t o  " t h o r o u g h l y  r e o r g a n i z e "  t h e i r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n v a l i d a t e  a l l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  membersh ip ,  
and r e i s s u e  them o n l y  t o  " t h o s e  who a r e  t r u l y  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y . "  However, t h i s  move was  opposed  by some g r o u p s  ex-  
c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and  l e d  i n  t u r n  t o  a s e i z u r e  
of t h e  o f f i c i a l  "chop" o n  7 November b y  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
ary m i n o r i t y . " *  F i v e  d a y s  l a t e r ,  Ch i  Pen-yu, a n o t h e r  mem-  
ber o f '  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, s p o k e  a t  P e i t a  t o  members of t h e  
Second H e a d q u a r t e r s .  C h i  acknowledged  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  
" c o n t r a d  i c  t4.0nstt  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and  ... r P- *, 

s t a t e d  t h a t ,  i f  some member g r o u p s  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
t h e  p r o p e r  t a c t i c  was to " e s t a b l i s h  a  new o r g a n i z a t i o n "  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  d i s b a n d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  one .  C h i  was a t t e m p t -  
i n g  to  s t o p  i n t e r -  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t r a - h e a d q u a r t e r s  c o n f l i c t ,  
b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  e f f e c t  was t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  s p l i t s  among 
P e k i n g  Red Guard g r o u p s .  A s  i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  T h i r d  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  emerged a s  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  f a v o r  a c c o r d e d  some o f  its 
members ( i n c l u d i n g  P e i t a ,  T s i n g h u a  and  P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n ) ,  
b u t  t h e  o t h e r  two h e a d q u a r t e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n .  
F u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  t o  e f f e c t  a c o n s o l i d a t i o n  were n o t e d  i n  
December 1966  (Chou) and J a n u a r y  1967 (Madame Mao), b u t  
t h e  t h r e e  r i v a l  b o d i e s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i -  
t i e s  u n t i l  22 F e b r u a r y  1967 ,  when a l l  three h e a d q u a r t e r s  
were d i s s o l v e d  and  t h e i r  member g r o u p s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  
t h e  C a p i t a l  U n i v e r s i t i e s  and  C o l l e g e s  Red Guard Congres s .**  

* I n c l u d i n g  Red f rom P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  
Normal C o l l e g e ,  G e o l o g i c a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  and  F o r e s t r y  I n s t i -  
t u t e .  

**For a  d e t a i l e d  l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  m a j o r  Red Guard and 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  g r o u p s  i n  e a c h  p r o v i n c e ,  autonomous 
r e g i o n ,  and  m a j o r  c i t y ,  see POLO XXX, Red Guard and  Revo- - 
l u t i o n a r v  R e b e l  O r e a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Communist C h i n a '  ( A  
R e s e a r c h  A i d ) .  



Soon a f t e r  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of  t h e  October Work Con- 
f e r e n c e ,  t h e  M a o i s t s  t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e s t a b -  
l i s h m e n t  o f  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  i n d u s -  
t r i a l ,  m i n i n g ,  P a r t y ,  and  g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  1) b o l s t e r  t h e  Red G u a r d s ,  and  
2)  e r o d e  t h e  bases o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

On 11 November, C e n t r a l  CRG members Chang Chun- 
c h i a o  and C h i  Pen-yu i n  effect  r e v o k e d  t h e  Sep tember  
o r d e r  p r o h i b i t i n g  Red Guards  f rom l i a i s i n g  t o  p l a n t s  and  
f a c t o r i e s .  I n  a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  members o f  P e k i n g  Avia- 
t i o n ' s  Red Flag,  C h i  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was now p e r m i s s i b l e  
f o r  Red Guards  t o  " l i a i se  w i t h  t h e  w o r k e r s  and p e a s a n t s "  
and .  "go to  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  l1 and  
Chang, .added t h a t  I t i t  is o u r  p l a n  t o  make r e v o l u t i o n  i n  "- : p  

t h e  f a c t o r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  s t a g e . "  O t h e r  C e n t r a l  l e a d -  
e rs  made s imilar  s t a t e m e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  r es t  o f  November 
( i n c l u d i n g  a 28 November c a l l  from Madame Mao t o  l lgradu-  
a l l y  expand  and  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  l e f t  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  of s t r u g g l e t 1 - - a  s p e e c h  h a i l e d  l a t e r  as  t h e  " p l e d g e  
o f  a g e n e r a l  o f f e n s i v e " ) ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a  1 0 - p o i n t  Cen- 
t r a l  Committee d i r e c t i v e  o f  9 December e n t i t l e d  " ( D r a f t )  
P r o v i s i o n s  on  G r a s p i n g  R e v o l u t i o n  and  S t i m u l a t i n g  Pro-  
d u c t i o n . "  I n t e r  a l i a ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e :  1) a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  
w o r k e r s  t o  u s e  a l l  of  t h e i r  a v a i l a b l e  t i m e  o u t s i d e  work- 
i n g  h o u r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t o  
" d i s c u s s ,  improve  o r  re-electu t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s ,  and  t o  
se t  u p  t h e i r  own l l r e v o l u  t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  l t  2) f o r -  
b a d e  o f f i c i a l s  f rom " d e d u c t i n g  wages and  d i s m i s s i n g  work- 
ers b e c a u s e  t h e  l a t t e r  have  c r i t i c i z e d  them;"  3) a u t h o r i z e d  
l i a i s o n  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ties" 
be tween  w o r k e r s 1  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  " w i t h i n  t h e i r  m u n i c i -  
~ a l i t i e s ; ~ ~  and  4 )  p e r m i t t e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  l i a i s e  t o  f a c t o r i e s  
and  t h e  w o r k e r s  i n  t u r n  t o  s e n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  
l o c a l  s c h o o l s .  These  p r o v i s i o n s  were a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  
" f a c t o r i e s ,  m i n e s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  and  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  
and  deve lopmen t  b o d i e s "  a t  t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l  a n d  above .  

A c t u a l l y ,  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 
a l r e a d y  q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  m a j o r  . c i t i e s ;  f u r t h e r -  
more,  c e r t a i n  of t h e  f a v o r e d  Red Guard g r o u p s  (e .g . ,  P e k i n g  
A v i a t i o n ,  P e i t a ,  and  T s i n g h u a )  had l i a i s e d  t o  f a c t o r i e s  



o n  many o c c a s i o n s  p r i o r  t o  Chang and  C h i t s  s a n c t i o n i n g  
s u c h  a c t i v i t y  o n  11 November. However, t h e  m a g n i t u d e  . 
of worker ( a n d ,  t o  a lesser e x t e n t ,  p e a s a n t )  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  g r e a t l y  a f t e r  November.* Such  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  would  be r e s i s t e d  by incumben t  o f f i c i a l s  ( a s  t h e y  
had a l r e a d y  r e s i s t e d - - o f t e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y - - t h e  i n i t i a l  
Red Guard o n s l a u g h t s )  and  c u l m i n a t e  i n  a  b l o o d y  c o n f r o n t a -  
t i o n  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  when Mao c a l l e d  upon t h e  
m i l i t a n t s  t o  "seize powerq1 f r o m  t h o s e  who r e m a i n e d  re- 
c a l c i  t r a n t  . 

B. The  A n t i n g  I n c i d e n t  

i ' 

The flrst m a j o r  c o n f l i c t  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  R e b e l s  a r o s e  i n  S h a n g h a i  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  week o f  
November. R e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  "An t ing  I n c i d e n t , "  t h e  c l a s h  
was t r i g g e r e d  by o p p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  S h a n g h a i  
M u n i c i p a l  P a r t y  Committee t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
S h a n g h a i  Worke r s '  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  G e n e r a l  Headqua r t -  
ers ( h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  Workers '  GHQ). On 8 
November, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Workers '  GHQ r e q u e s t e d  
a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  Mayor T s a o  T i - c h i u  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
h o l d i n g  of t h e  G H Q t s  i n a u g u r a l  m e e t i n g  on  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
day .  T s a o ,  who had c l o s e t e d  h i m s e l f  i n  a h o t e l ,  s e n t  a  
s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  meet w i t h  t h e  rebels who, i n  t u r n ,  p re -  
s e n t e d  t h r e e  demands: 1) r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  GHQ a s  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of S h a n g h a i ' s  w o r k e r s ,  2 F  
m a t e r i a l  s u p p o r t ,  and 3) T s a o ' s  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  
m e e t i n g .  T s a o  r e f u s e d ,  c o u n t e r i n g  w i t h  a  s o - c a l l e d  " t h r e e -  
no b l a c k  d i r e c t i v e q ' - - "  n o  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  no  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  
no suppor t" - -and  an  o r d e r  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  h e a d s  t o  d i s s u a d e  
t h e i r  w o r k e r s  f rom a t t e n d i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g .  

*On 15 December,  a n o t h e r  C e n t r a l  Committee d i r e c t i v e  
e x t e n d e d  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  a u t h o r -  
ized t h e  e x c h a n g e  of  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ties" be tween  produc-  
t i o n  brigades and be tween communes, and r e s c i n d e d  t h e  
e a r l i e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o h i b i t i n g  Red Guard a c t i v i t y  below 
t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l .  



The n e x t  d a y ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  T s a o l s  r e f u s a l ,  some 
3 , 0 0 0  members of t h e  Workers '  GHQ commandeered a t ~ a i n  
bound f o r  P e k i n g  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p l e a d  t h e i r  case be- 
f o r e  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. A t  A n t i n g  (some t w e n t y  miles west 
o f  S h a n g h a i ) ,  t h e  t r a i n  was s t o p p e d  by r a i l r o a d  a u t h o r -  
i t ies .  C e n t r a l  CRG head Chen Po- t a  f i r e d  o f f  a t e l e g r a m  
t o  t h e  w o r k e r s  w h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  
work i m m e d i a t e l y ,  b u t  c o u l d  s e n d  a  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  " n o t  
more t h a n  t w e n t y  people l1  t o  P e k i n g  i f  t h e y  had "most 
u r g e n t  b u s i n e s s . "  The  w o r k e r s  c r i t i c i z e d  C h e n l s  tele- 
gram a s  " r e v i ~ i o n i s t , ~ ~  b l o c k e d  a l l  r a i l  t r a f f i c  o n  t h e  
l i n e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  two d a y s ,  and s u b m i t t e d  a n  expanded 
list of  demands t h a t  t h e y  s a i d  mus t  b e  a c c e p t e d  b e f o r e  
t h e y  would l e a v e  t h e  t r a i n  and r e t u r n  t o  Shanghai .*  On 
t h e  1 3 t h ,  Chang Chun-chiao . (who had b e e n  s e n t . - t o  A n t i n g  
b y  Mao h i m s e l f  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n )  m e t  w i t h  t h e  
w o r k e r s ,  a p o l o g i z e d  o n  C h e n l s  b e h a l f  for  h i s  t e l e g r a m  
("he was v e r y  b u s y  t h a t  d a y  and d i d n l  t have  t h e  t i m e  t o  
p r o p e r l y  s t u d y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n " ) ,  a c c e p t e d  t h e i r  demands,  
and  o r d e r e d  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  p o s t e d  i n  e v e r y  S h a n g h a i  f a c -  
t o r y .  

T s a o ,  t h e  S h a n g h a i  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  and  t h e  E a s t  
Ch ina  Bureau  were t h u s  i d e n t i f i e d  p u b l i c l y  as f a i r  game 
f o r  t h e  Red Guards  a n d  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s .  Soon a f t e r  
t h e  An t ing  I n c i d e n t ,  l e a d i n g  P e k i n g  m i l i t a n t s  Nieh Yuan- 
t z u ,  Kuai  Ta'fu, and  many o f  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  
Shangha i  t o  o r g a n i z e  a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s "  and  
j o i n  w i t h  t h e  Worke r s1  GHQ i n  "bombarding" t h e  M u n i c i p a l  
P a r t y  Committee.  On 22 November, Madame Nieh  s p o k e  be- 
f o r e  a  S h a n g h a i  Red Guard r a l l y  and  condemned T s a o  a s  a n  
a c c o m p l i c e  o f  Teng Hs iao -p ing .  Her a d d r e s s  was f o l l o w e d  

*The demands were: 1) r e c o g n i z e  t h e  Worke r s1  GHQ a s  
a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  l e g a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  2)  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
w o r k e r s 1  a c t i o n s  as r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and  c o r r e c t ;  3) a s s i g n  
f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  t h e  A n t i n g  I n c i d e n t  to  t h e  Shang- 
h a i  M u n i c i p a l  P a r t y  Commit tee  and  t h e  E a s t  C h i n a  B u r e a u ;  
4)  o r d e r  T s a o  t o  make a p u b l i c  self-cr i t ic ism o f  h i s  
a c t i o n s ;  and 5) p r o v i d e  " f u l l  f a c i l i t i e s w  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  t h e  Workers1  GHQ. 



by d a i l y  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  Tsao  and  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  Mayor still had t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a  s i z e a b l e  
m a j o r i t y  of  S h a n g h a i ' s  w o r k e r s  and  m u n i c i p a l  P a r t y  and  
gove rnmen t  employees .  P o s t e r s  a p p e a r e d  c r i t i c i z i n g  
Chang Chun-chiao for h i s  " c h i c k e n - h e a r t e d "  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  t h e  demands o f  t h e  Worke r s '  GHQ, d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  " s m a l l  
g r o u p  of  p e o p l e  who have  u s u r p e d  t h e  name o f  t h e  S h a n g h a i  
w o r k i n g  c l a s s , " *  a n d  L i b e r a t i o n  D a i l y  ( t h e  S h a n g h a i  P a r t y  
p a p e r )  r e f u s e d  t o  r e p r i n t  ~ a d a r n e m ' s  22 November v i t u p e r a -  
t i o n s .  Never t h e  l e s s ,  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  S h a n g h a i  a p p a r a t u s  
were numbered. I n  e a r l y  December, a t t a c k s  o n  Tsao  r e a c h e d  
a p e a k ,  w i t h  m a s s i v e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a round  t h e  c l o c k .  
On a b o u t  t h e  4 t h ,  

armed PLA f b r c e s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c e s 1  
s a p p e a r e d  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  b u i l d -  5 7  

i n g ,  and d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  u n t i l  t h e  Red Guards  were i n  f u l l  
c o n t r o l .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  T s a o  e n t e r e d  a  h o s u i t a l  and  
had n o t  r e a p p e a r e d  a s  o f  

2 2  December. T s d o  was f o r m a l l y  removed f rom o f -  
1 

p u b l i c l y  " s t r u g g l e d "  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  month.  Th'e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  had  d e m o n s t r a t e d  its i n c r e a s e d  e f f e c t i v e -  
n e s s  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e  p u r g e .  

C.  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Long Marches :  P rob lems  and  More 
P rob lems  

By t h e  end  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  Red 
Guard a c t i v i t y  had i n f l i c t e d  v e r y  s e v e r e  s t r a i n s  o n  C h i n a ' s  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  ( m a r i t i m e  a s  w e l l  a s  r a i l  and  b u s ) .  
More s h i p s  were a s s i g n e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  Red G u a r d s ,  

*The p o s t e r s  had a  p o i n t .  The  Worke r s1  GHQ r e p o r t e d l y  
had a  membership o f  2 5 , 0 0 0  young w o r k e r s  and  s t u d e n t s ,  
w h e r e a s  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s ,  t h e  Worker S c a r l e t  Guards  ( d i s -  
banded  by t h e  new o r d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J a n u a r y ) ,  had a ' 

r a n k - a n d - f i l e  o f  some 8 0 0 , 0 0 0  o l d e r  w o r k e r s .  



c a t t l e - b o a t  s t y l e ,  o n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  1 i a i s o n ; O f r e i g h t  
t r a i n s  were p r e s s e d  i n t o  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e ;  and  a d d i t i o n a l  
b u s e s  were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  m a j o r  c i t i e s  from o u t l y i n g  
communi t i e s .  G iven  t h e  volume of human t r a f f i c  t o  be 
moved, s u c h  a d  hoc  c o r r e c t i v e s  would have  p r o v i d e d  o n l y  
p a r t i a l  r e l i s  under t h e  best of c i r c u m s t a n c e s ;  t h e  Red 
G u a r d s ,  however ,  d i d  n o t  " t r a v e l  wel l ,T1-  and  would  r a t h e r  
t h row t h e i r  f e l lows  o f f  t h e  t r a i n  t h a n  w a i t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
o n e .  Not o n l y  were s c h e d u l e s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  meet, f o r  t h e  
Red Guards  embarked and  d i sembarked  a s  t h e y  chose, b u t  
o n  s e v e r a l ' o c c a s i o n s  t h e y  were n o t e d  e i t h e r  e x t e n d i n g  o r  
c h a n g i n g  t h e  r u n s  o f  t r a i n s  and  s h i p s  t o  s u i t  t h e m s e l v e s .  

O t h e r  l o g i s t i c a l  p rob lems  p l a g u e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  l i a i s o n  movement. Most o f  t h e  Red Guards  f rom t h e  
s o u t h  o f  C h i n a  were u n p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  r i g o r s  of a n o r t h  
or w e s t  China  au tumn,  l e t  a l o n e  w i n t e r .  T h e r e  were n o t  
enough padded j a c k e t s  and  warm b e d d i n g  t o  g o  a r o u n d ,  and 
many Red Guards  f e l l  ill. I n  P e k i n g ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  prob-  
lem was a g g r a v a t e d  b y  t h e  number o f  v i s i t o r s  a n d ,  by  l a t e  
O c t o b e r ,  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  r a t i o n  f o r  
l i a i s i n g  Red G u a r d s  had t o  be c u t  t o  o n e  r o l l  for  b reak -  
f a s t  and  a  s i n g l e  bowl of r ice  f o r  l u n c h  a n d  a g a i n  f o r  
s u p p e r .  The combined  effects of poor  d i e t ,  i n a d e q u a t e  
c l o t h i n g ,  and o v e r c r o w d i n g  posed  a  s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  problem 
i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  c a p i t a l .  

An a t t e m p t  was made t o  e a s e  t h e  b u r d e n s  o n  o v e r -  
l a n d  and  m a r i t i m e  t r a n s p o r t  by t o u t i n g  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l o n g  
marches"  o r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  on f o o t "  a s  a  " f i n e  
u n d e r t a k i n g "  f o r  t h e  Red Guards .  I n  mid-October ,  f i f t e e n  
Red Guards  f rom t h e  M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  marched 
f rom D a i r e n  t o  P e k i n g ,  a n d  t h e i r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n t 1  
was w i d e l y  h a i l e d .  For example ,  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  o n  22 
O c t o b e r  p r a i s e d  w a l k i n g  a s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  l m n g  by t r a i n  
or b u s ,  a s  d i d  Mao a n d  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  i n  coming  d a y s .  



The s h a n k ' s  mare a p p r o a c h  raised a s  many p r o b l e m s  
a s  i t  s o l v e d .  F i r s t ,  i t  weakened f u r t h e r  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n s  
t o  l i m i t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l  and  
a b o v e ,  and  had a n  a d v e r s e  e f fec t  on p r o d u c t i o n  i n  some 
r u r a l  a r e a s .  Second ,  a s suming  t h a t  anyone  r e a l l y  c a r e d ,  
i t  made i t  n e x t  to  impossible f o r  a Red Guard u n i t  t o  
a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  w h e r e a b o u t s  of  its members. T h i r d ,  mos t  

' Red Guards  a p p e a r  t o  have  embarked on t h e i r  l o n g  marches  
w i t h  g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s m  b u t  l i t t l e  o r  no  p r e - p l a n n i n g .  A s  
s h o e s  began  t o  p i n c h  and  b l i s t e r s  began  t o  pop ,  many o f  
t h e  young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  c a l l e d  i t  a d a y  and  c a u g h t  a  
b u s  or t r a i n ,  e i t h e r  c o n t i n u i n g  o n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  or re- 
t u r n i n g  home. F o u r t h ,  l o n g  marches  d i d  n o t  a p p e a l  t o  
some Red Guards ,  who c l e a r l y  e x p e c t e d  t o  t r a v e l  i n  a 
s t y l e  more b e f i t t i n g  t h e . C h a i r m a n 9 s  c h o s e n .  Chen P o - t a r s  
comments on t h e  s a l u t a r y  n a t u r e  o f  l i a i s i n g  cn f o o t  ("You 
may f a l l  ill and b e  u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  a  d o c t o r  ..., e v e n  d i e  ..., 
[ b u t ]  some t h i n g s  a r e  h a r d l y  a v o i d a b l e  . . .  Yo11 must  w a l k  
t h e  r o a d  i n  t h e  same manner  a s  Chai rman Mao") were h a r d l y  
c a l c u l a t e d  t o  a p p e a l  t o  n o n - m a s o c h i s t s ,  a n d  h i s  r e m a r k s  
( a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l )  
were c r i t i c i z e d  by  Red Guards  f rom s e v e r a l  o f  P e k i n g ' s  
more a u g u s t  u n i t s .  

The l o n g  march t e c h n i q u e  was b o t h  d i s r e g a r d e d  and  
obeyed ;  e i t h e r  way, i t  compounded t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  coming of  w i n t e r  s e r v e d  a s  a n a t u r a l  
b r e a k  on  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  and r e d u c e d  t h e  movement 
t o  more manageable  p r o p o r t i o n s .  C e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  were 
q u i c k  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of  t h i s ,  f o r  t h e  Red Guards  were 
e v e n  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  d a i l y  r o u t i n e  o f  t h e  Chai rman h i m s e l f . *  

* I n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s p e e c h  t o  1 i A i s i n g  Red Guards  o n  11 
November, Tao Chu c r i t i c i z e d  t h e m  f o r  " s t o r m i n g  t h e  s e a t  
of Chairman Mao e v e r y  d a y . "  ("Have we n o t  vowed t o  d e f e n d  
t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  and  Chairman Mao t o  t h e  d e a t h ?  Bu t  
how c a n  w e  d e f e n d  them by s t o r m i n g  t h e  p l ace?" )  I n  pa r -  
t i c u l a r ,  Tao d e c r i e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  young m i l i t a n t s  
were a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b y p a s s  c h a n n e l s  and g a i n  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  
t o  Mao. The p r o p e r  a p p r o a c h  was  first t o  s u b m i t  p r o b l e m s  
t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  r e c e p t i o n  c e n t e r  ( i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  
( f o o t n o t e '  c o n t i n u e d  on page 64) 



A 16 November j o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  o f r t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  
and  t h e  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  P e k i n g  would be a  
c l o s e d  c i t y  t o  a l l  p r o v i n c i a l  Red G u a r d s  a f t e r  2 1  Novem- 
ber, t h a t  a n y  Peking-bound t r a i n s  c a r r y i n g  Red Guards  
would b e  t u r n e d  back  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e ,  t h a t  t h o s e  who 
came anyway would " r e c e i v e  n o  free f o o d ,  n o  shel ter ,  
e t c . , "  and  t h a t  a l l  must  r e t u r n  home I t d i r e c t l y  w i t h o u t  
making a n y  s t o p o v e r s . "  (The d e a d l i n e  was  l a t e r  e x t e n d e d  
t o  20 December.)  Those  Red Guards  who had n o t  y e t  been  
t o  P e k i n g  were a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e y  would be a l l o w e d  t o  
l i a i s e  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  n e x t  s p r i n g .  

many ( i f  n o t  n!ostl n e a  t i u a r a s  maae I 
'an e r r o r t  t o  r e t u r n  hbme b e f o r e  t h e  d e a d l i n e .  

I t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t ,  a s  was  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  
l a t e r  d i r e c t i v e s  d e l i m i t i n g  Red Guard a c t i v i t i e s ,  c e r t a i n  
u n i t s  w e r e m t  bound by them. I n  t h e  m a i n ,  t h e s e  were Red 
Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  from Pek ing*  t h a t  were r e s p o n s i b l e  
and  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  Mao, t h e  Madame, L i n ,  and  t h e  C e n t r a l  
m. T h e s e  e l i t e  u n i t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i a i s e  a f t e r  t h e  16 
November d i r e c t i v e  ( t h e  S h a n g h a i  c a s e  w i l l  be  r e c a l l e d ) ,  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  f rom page  63) 
t h e  c e n t e r  a t  Chungnanhai  r u n  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  
and  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ' s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  O f f i c e ) .  If 
t h e  c e n t e r  was u n a b l e  t o  s o l v e  t h e  p rob lem,  i t  was t o  be + p 

f o r w a r d e d  t o  C e n t r a l  CRG o f f i c i a l s  who, i n  t u r n ,  would 
s u b m i t  what  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  set t le  t o  Mao, L i n ,  and  Chou. 
However, Tao  made i t  q u i t e  clear who had t h e  f i n a l  s a y  
i n  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s  s u c h  a s  a p p o i n t m e n t s  and d i s m i s s a l s :  
"How c a n  we g i v e  you a n  answer  i n  w r i t i n g  when you want  
t o  remove a p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r y ?  W e  c a n n o t  s o l v e  
s u c h  a p rob lem;  i t  c a n  o n l y  be s o l v e d  by Chairman Mao." 

*e .g . ,  P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n ' s  Red F l a g ,  T s i n g h u a ' s  Ching-  
kangshan  ( u n d e r  Kua i  Ta - fu ) ,  t h e  New P e i t a  Commune (Madame 
N i e h ' s  o u t f i t ) ,  t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  and  o n e  o r . t w o  
more . ,  



and of t e n  d i r e c t e d  or were major p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n ,  t o g e t h e r  
with l o c a l  Red Guards and Revo lut ionary  R e b e l s ,  the "power 
s e i z u r e s "  of January 1967 0 The p e r i o d  of adjustment--  t h e  
l u l l  i n  Maols  purge--was n e a r l y  o v e r .  



V I .  DECEMBER 1966-JANUARY 1967: "SEIZE POWER!" 

"It 's good t o  have i n t e r n a l  r e b e l l i o n . "  

---Ma0 t o  C e n t r a l  CRG, 9  January 1967 

"When I come i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  
I f i n d  t h a t  some of them a r e  no t  quike r i g h t . "  

---An " e l d e r l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  worker,  '' 
6 December 1966 

"Only t h e  l e f t i s t s a r e  a l lowed t o  r e b e l ;  t h e  
r i g h t i s t s . a r e  no t  al lowed t o  t u r n  t h e  un ive r se  

- +  ups ide  down. " 

---Fukien Da i ly ,  22 January  1967 

A .  The E x h o r t a t i o n s  of Madame Mao , 

I n  December, wh i l e  Mao was w i n t e r i n g  i n  Hangchow, 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  came under t h e  immediate d i r e c t i o n  
of h i s  quarrelsome,  v i n d i c t i v e  wi fe .  On t h e  4 t h ,  P e o p l e ' s  
D a i l  f ront-paged t h e  Madame's 28 November speech t o  
T-= i t e r a r y  and a r t  workers ,  i n  which she  c a l l e d  f o r  a n  ex- 
pans ion  of t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  and " r e a l l y .  
p e n e t r a t i n g  and e x t e n s i v e  ... exposure  and criticism" of 
t h e  former Peking Municipal P a r t y  Committee. During t h e  
e a r l y  hours  t h a t  same day,  Red Guards,  r e p o r t e d l y  " in-  
sp i r edT1  by t h e  speech ,  went t o  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  of Peng Chen, 
secured  t h e  coope ra t ion  of t h e  gua rds ,  dragged t h e  ex- 
Peking F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  from h i s  bed, and h u s t l e d  him off 
t o  a n  "appointed p l ace . "  The same r o u t i n e  was r epea t ed  
a t  t h e  homes of s e v e r a l  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  who had served  
under Peng. According t o  some accoun t s ,  t h e  c a p t i v e s  were 
then  t aken  be fo re  a  Red Guard kangaroo c o u r t .  The "de- 
fendlants" were found g u i l t y ,  and on 12 December, a  mass 
r a l l y  was he ld  t o  condemn Peng and h i s  l u c k l e s s  subordin-  
ates.  The p u b l i c  abasement of former o f f i c i a l s  ( a s  well 
a s  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s ) , *  o f t e n  invo lv ing  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p h y s i c a l  
b r u t a l i t y ,  became a  r e g u l a r e f e a t u r e  of t h e  purge ,  and Red 
Guards from Peking Av ia t ion  l n s t i t u t e l s  Red F l a g  a s  w e l l  

%4adame Mao h a s  en inced  a p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  s e e i n g  
t h a t  t h e  wives of  many of t h e s e  o f f i c i a ? ~  a r e  a l s o  g iven  
( f o o t n o t e  cont inued  on page 67) 



a s  Ts inghua l s  Chingkangshan were e s p e c i a l l y  a c t i v e  i n  
"dragging o u t  l1 prominent f i g u r e s .  , 

The Madame and o t h e r  members of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG 
cont inued t o  s p u r  on t h e  Red Guards d u r i n g  t h e  rest of 
December, On t h e  1 6 t h ,  s h e  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  " d e s t r u c t i o n  
of a l l  c a p i t a l i s t  power-holders." 'Pwo days  l a t e r ,  s h e  
was more s p e c i f i c .  Addressing a  Red Guard r a l l y ,  Madame 
Mao blamed t h e  Peking P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Bureau f o r  r e c e n t  , 
f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Bureau, t h e  Pro- 
c u r a t o r a t e ,  and t h e  Supreme P e o p l e ' s  Court  were "bourgeois,".  
and urged t h e  Red Guards t o  "rise up i n  r e b e l l i o n t 1  and 
" t ake  over" t h e s e  t h r e e  depar tments .  On t h e  l Q t h ,  t h e  ) i 

Madame tu rned  h e r  malevolent  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  Peking s t a f f  ' ' 
o f f i c e s  maintained by t h e  v a r i o u s  p rov inces  and maJo r '  
c i t i e s .  " In  f a c t ,  t h e s e  s t a f f  o f f i c e s  a r e  engaged i n  ' 
espionage a c t i v i t i e s  a g a i n s t  u s , "  s h e  s a i d ,  and ordered  G 

t h e  Red Guards t o  "chase t h e  personnel  away and t a k e  back 
t h e  bu i ld ings . "  One week l a t e r ,  Madame Mao and Chen Po- 
t a  endorsed a  25 December takeover  of t h e  Min i s t ry  of 
Labor by " r evo lu t iona ry  workers ,"  and a l s o  approved a  
s i m i l a r  t akeover  of t h e  All-China Fede ra t ion  of Trade 
Unions. The movement t o  " s e i z e  power" was under way. 

B. The "January Revolution" i n  Shanghai and t h e  
E v i l s  of  conom om ism" 

The Anting I n c i d e n t  (d i scussed  e a r l i e r )  and t h e  1, 

t akeove r s  i n  Peking demonstrated t h e  power of t h e  revolu-  
t i o n a r y  L e f t ,  expanded and r e v i t a l i z e d ,  t o  b r i n g  down 

----- ----- --------- 
Tfoo tno te  cont inued from page 66) 
t h e  bus ines s .  On one occas ion ,  f o r  example, a f ter  having - ' 

been a s su red  t h a t  s e v e r a l  purged o f f i c i a l s  had been worked 
o v e r ,  s h e  asked ,  ''Have you s t r u g g l e d  t h e i r  l and lo rd  wives? 
Have you r e a l 1  s t r u g g l e d  them?" Wang Kuang-mei ( " . . . t h a t  4 c ronev1) ,  i u  hao -ch i ' s  w i f e ,  was a  s p e c i a l  t a r g e t  of t h e  
Madame's wrath.  On 27 December, Madame Mao t o l d  a  Peking - 
Red Guard r a l l y  t h a t  Wang Kuang-mei was a  "d ishones t  person ,"  
and added, "I suppor t  t h o s e  who would seize her." Wang 
Kuang-mei was "dragged out"  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time 10, days - l a t e r .  



o f f i c i a l s  accused of opposing t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  
I n  one impor tan t  s e n s e ,  t h e  leftists succeeded 811 t o o  
well. Following t h e  Maoist dic tum t h a t  " d e s t r u c m n  must 
precede conSit ruct ion,"  t h e  Revolu t ionary  Rebels  and Red 
Guards e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e y  could t e a r  down e s t a b l i s h e d  
s t r u c t u r e s  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  bu t  t h e y  proved t o  be woeful 
f a i l u r e s  when it came t o  working t o g e t h e r  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a 
new o rde r .  

Nowhere is t h i s  shown more c l e a r l y  than  i n  Shanghai ,  
regarded  by Mao:to  be second i n  importance on ly  t o  Peking 
i tself .  Fol lowing t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  Anting I n c i d e n t  
i n  mid-November, a t  which t i m e  Mao ordered  t h e  Shanghai 
P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ' - t o  accep t  t h e  demands of t h e  workers '  GHQ, 

: t h e  municipal  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was power less  t o  resist Eur the r  
Rebel a t t a c k s  and main ta in  o r d e r .  Mayor Tsao Ti-chiu dnd 
F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  Chen Pe i -hs ien ,  a l t hough  no t  y e t  fo rma l ly  
d i smissed ,  were c l e a r l y  th rough,  and by t h e  end of December, 
China ' s  l a r g e s t  c i t y  was i n  chaos. Competing Red Guard 
and Revolu t ionary  Rebel groups he ld  mass demons t ra t ions ;  
l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  were p u b l i c l y  " s t rugg led ; "  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  
and m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  d i d  l i t t l e  o r  no th ing  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n ;  p roduc t ion  and e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s  ground t o  
a h a l t .  

A major cause  of t h e  t u r m o i l  i n  Shanghai was t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h e  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  Tsao-Chen a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
F i r s t ,  t h e r e  were t h e  f a n a t i c s  from Peking,  such a s  
Nieh Yuan-tzu and Kuai Ta-fu, who were determined t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a new, Maoist o r d e r .  A s  was t h e  c a s e  i n  o t h e r  
a r e a s ,  many l o c a l  Red Guards r e s e n t e d  t h e  s u p e r i o r  a t -  
t i t u d e  o f t e n  shown by t h e s e  o u t s i d e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n -  
asmuah:. a s  t h e  Shanghai g roups  consddered themselves  t o  
be j u s t  as "red" a s  t h e  v i s i t o r s ,  and c e r t a i n l y  more 
knowledgeable w i t h  r ega rd  t o  l o c a l  cond i t i ons .  Second, 
t h e r e  were groups  wi th  e s s e n t i a l l y  p o l i t i c a l  g r i evances ,  
p e r s o n i f i e d  by t h e  Worker S c a r l e t  Guards,  who r e s e n t e d  
t h e  c l a i m s  of t h e  much s m a l l e r  Workers' GHQ t h a t  t h e  
GHQ was - t h e  spokesman f o r  t h e  Shanghai working c l a s s .  
(Th i s  was a ma3.or f a c t o r  i n  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  t h e  S c a r l e t  
Guards' g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  i n  l a t e  December.) Th i rd ,  many 
r e s i d e n t s  of Shanghai and its e n v i r o n s  took advantage 
of t h e  d i s o r d e r  t o  p r e s s  a w e l t e r  of economic demands. 



-=a 
RED GUARDS HUMILIATING "COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES" 
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MADAME LIU SHAO-CHI (WANG KUANGMEI) 

BEING "STRUGGLED" AT PEKING RED GUARD RALLY 

The ca tlon at the top,of the pamphlet reads: "On 10 April in Peking, a general meeting was 
convene4 to stru le a ainst reactlonary element Wang Kuang-me1 and to declare the death sen- 
tence on the Liu%ng %lack headquarters. In the course of the meetlng. Wang Kuang-mei was 
dragged out three times to face the masses. Before the Indignant condemnation of the revolutlon- 
ary masses, Wang Kuang-me1 was forced to kneel and beg pardon before the portrait of Chairman 
Mao." 
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These compla inants  inc luded  i n d u s t r i a l  workers (who sought  
h ighe r  wages, s h o r t e r  hours ,  improvements i n  t h e  we l f a re  
system,  and b e t t e r  hous ing) ,  cont rac t / t emporary  workers 
(who demanded t h a t  t h e y  be covered by e x i s t i n g  wage and 
we l f a re  s c a l e s ) ,  * and peasan t s .  

A p o s t e r  da t ed  14 Janua ry ,  e n t i t l e d  "An Appeal t o  
A l l  Revolu t ionary  Commune Members and Poor and Lower- 
Middle Peasan t s , "  g i v e s  a  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  k i n d s  
of demands -- t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r i o r i t k e s  of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  bu t  of o v e r r i d i n g  concern t o  a  
ma jo r i t y  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  -- t h a t ,  i f  a l lowed t o  con- 
t i n u e  unchecked, could  have s p e l l e d  d i s a s t e r  f o r  t h e  
Maoists.  Composed by peasant  Revolu t ionary  Rebel groups 
from t h e  shanghai  a r e a  whose r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  had gone t o  
Peking t o  complain about  t h e r i r i e q u i t i e s  of r u r a l  l i f e ,  
t h e  p o s t e r  l i s t e d  t h i r t y - f i v e  s p e c i f i c  g r t evances .  N a t u r a l l y ,  
a l l  of  t h e  g r i e v a n c e s  were s a i d  t o  have r e s u l t e d  because 
of  t h e  n e f a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Shanghai Municipal 
P a r t y  Committee ( " . . . f o l l o w e r s  of t h e  Liu-Teng l i n e " ) ,  
What is most i n t e r e s t i n g ,  however, is t h a t ,  of  t h e  t h i r t y -  
f i v e  g r i evances ,  on ly  t h e  l a s t  seven had any r e l a t i o n  
t o  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  m a t t e r s  (e .n . ,  "Why is it t h a t  
t h e  S e l e c t e d  Works of  Mao ~ s e - t u n g V a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  
count rys ide?") ,  and appear  t o  have been added almost  a s  
an a f t e r t h o u g h t  i n  an -a t t empt  t o  add a  s u i t a b l y  "revo- 
l u t iona ry"  touch t o  a  v e r y  d e t a i l e d  account ing  of m a t e r i a l  
p r iva t ion .**  

*Contract/ temporary workers  a r e  pa id  f o r  t h e i r  l a b o r s  on 
a  piece-work b a s i s .  I n  h e r  26 December speech ,  Madame 
Mao had s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  workers "have s u f f e r e d  t h e  most" 
and blamed Liu Shao-chi f o r  t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  of  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
l a b o r  system. The fo l lowing  month, however, t h e  demands 
of t h e s e  workers were re$ec t ed  a s  r e f l e c t i n g  on ly  t h e i r  
own "persona l  and shor t - te rm i n t e r e s t s . "  
**The peasan t s '  complainks r a n  t h e  gamut from a t t a c k i n g  
Tsao and Chen f o r  u s i n g  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  as  " the  g e n e r a l  
garbage can" i n  which t o  dump urban u n d e s i r a b l e s  t o  decry- 
i ng  t h e  l ack  of  bean-curd on h o l i d a y s  ("even though we 
grow t h e  beans"). Other  g r i evances  i nc luded :  l a c k  of 
proper  t e a c h e r s  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  l a c k  of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  to  a t t a i n  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  t h a n  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  
( f o o t n o t e  cont inued on page 70) 



By t h e  end of December, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Shanghai 
had reached a s t a t e  of near  anarchy. S h o r t l y  be fo re  . 
Chris tmas,  dock workers  went on s t r i k e ,  t y i n g  up more 
than  one hundred s h i p s  i n  t h e  harbor .  Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  
t h e  s t r i k e  sp read  t o  t h e  r a i lway  system and s h u t  down 
a l l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p o r t  c i t y ,  c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  supply  o f  
c o a l  and o t h e r  raw m a t e r i a l s .  Wmkers i n  t h e  power 
p l a n t s  and water-works a l s o  s t r u c k ,  and by t h e  f i r s t  
week i n  J anua ry ,  a s e r i o u s  food s h o r t a g e  had developed. 

The moribund Municipal P a r t y  Committee was power- i 

less e i t h e r  t o  resCore  o r d e r  o r  t o  resist t h e  workers '  
demands (h ighe r  wages, funds  to  suppor t  t h e i r  r evo lu t ion -  
a r y  l i a i s o n  sod  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  ;, ' 
e t c . ) .  According t o  a l a t e r  vew China N e w s  Agency (NCNA) 
account ,  Shanghai o f f i c i a l s  approved r e t r o a c t i v e  pay in -  
c r e a s e s  and s u b s i d i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  i n  an  a t tempt  
t o  g e t  t h e  Revolu t ionary  Rebels  o u t  of Shanghai. "They 
ordered  t h e  banks," NCNA r e p o r t e d ,  ' ' to 'pay t h e  checks 
s o  long a s  you have t h e  money."' T h i s  caused a g e n e r a l  
run  on t h e  banks and much panic-buying. According t o  
one s o u r c e ,  t h e  Shanghai branch of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Bank of 
China had p a i d  o u t  "about t e n  m i l l i o n  yuan" by t h e  c l o s e  
of b u s i n e s s  on 7 January ;  ano the r  l a r g e  amount ("more 
than  two m i l l i o n  yuan") w a s  pa id  o u t  by t h e  municiphl 
commercial depar tment ;  and many f a c t o r y  managers a t tempted  
t o  assuage  t h e i r  employees by a l l o t i n g  them funds  ou t  of 
p roduct ion  c a p i t a l . *  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Red Guards i n  Shanghai 

l f o o t n o t e  cont inued  from page 69) 
inadequate  medical  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  ignorance  of o f f i c i a l d o m  
concerning t h e  p e a s a n t s '  problems, p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r ea tmen t  
accorded urban workers ,  and t h e  g r e a t  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  
urban- rura l  wage s c a l e .  S t i l l  o t h e r s  denounced a 1966 
t a x  i n c r e a s e ,  poor housing compared w i t h  t h a t  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  i n d u s t r i a l  workers ( " Jus t  what is t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e s e  
dogs of  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  towns toward t h e  peasants?") ,  
l a c k  of meat,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  whereas g r a i n  was bought 
by t h e  s t a t e  f o r  $4.00 a p i c u l  (133-1/3 l b s . ) ,  t h e  peasan t s  
had t o  pay $6.60 and up f o r  a p i c u l  of manure. 

*Such p r a c t i c e s  were by no means conf ined  t o  Shanghai.  
I n  Fukien,  t h e  P rov inCta l  P a r t y  Committee is s a i d  t o  have 
provided more t h a n  two m i l l i o n  yuan i n  wage i n c r e a s e s  and 
"supplementary allowances1'  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  days of 
January.  Swatow (Kwangtung) workers r e p o r t e d l y  r ece ived  
bonuses r ang ing  from 200 t o  500 yuan,  a s  w e l l  a s  200 yuan 
p e r  man i f  t h e y  wished t o  l i a i s e .  Many o t h e r  examples could 
be noted.  -70- 



(and e l sewhere)  r ece ived  a  d a i l y  subs idy  of . 4  t o  .8 yuan 
t o  suppor t  t h e i r  " r evo lu t iona ry  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s . "  

By e a r l y  J anua ry ,  t h e  mess i n  Shanghai had become 
s o  s e r i o u s  a s  t o  r e q u i r e  a  "power-seizure" f o r  which, it 
soon became c l e a r ,  t h e  Maois ts  were poor ly  prepared.  On 
4 Janua ry ,  t h e  Revolut ionary Rebels  ( l e d  by t h e  Workersf 
GHQ) s e i z e d  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Wen Hui Pao and ,  t h e  nex t  day,  
pub l i shed  a  "Message t o  t h e  People  of Shanghai," appea l ing  
t o  them t o  r e t u r n  t o  work and r e f u s e  any f u r t h e r  pay-outs 
from "bourgeois  r eac t iona ry"  o f f i c i a l s .  Th i s  was fol lowed 
f o u r  days  l a t e r  by an  "Urgent Not ice , ' '  s igned  by t h i r t y -  
two groups  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Shanghai l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n s  of 
t h e  Peking Thi rd  Headquarters ,  Av ia t ion  Red F l a g ,  and 
Tsinghua Chingkangshan, i n t e r  a l i a  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r -  $4 -. t !  
a t i o n  of o r d e r ,  "a c e s s a t i o n  of reOolu t ionary  l i a i s i o n ,  
and the f r e e z i n g  of funds.  On 11 Janua ry ,  a  j o i n t  "Mes- 
sage  of Gree t ings"  t o  t h e  Shanghai rebels from t h e  C e n t r a l  
Committee, S t a t e  Counci l .  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commission (MAC), 
and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG h a i l e d  t h e  r e b e l s '  a c t i o n s  a s  "a 
b r i l l i a n t  example f o r  t h e  working c l a s s  and a l l  l a b o r i n g  
people  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses throughout~the:country." 
That same day,  a  C e n t r a l  Committee d i r e c t i v e  e n t i t l e d  
"Oppose Economism" denounced t h e  use  of "var ious  means 
of economic b r ibe ry f '  by t h e  ' f c a p i t a l i s t - r o a d e r s "  i n  t h e i r  
a t t empt  t o  l e a d  people  t o  "exc lus ive ly  pursue  pe r sona l  
and shor t - te rm i n t e r e s t s  and d i s r e g a r d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of 
t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  c o l l e c t i v e , "  and ordered  banks t o  
" r e fuse  a l l  payments . . .  i f  such payments a r e  no t  i n  con- 
fo rmi ty  w i t h  s f a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s . "  

Although t h e  11 January  d i r e c t i v e  claimed t h a t  
'feconomism'f was a  t a c t i c  employed by oppos i t i on  e lements  
i n  o r d e r  t o  wreck t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  is q u i t e  
c l e a r  t h a t  i n  some c a s e s  t h e  demands f o r  h igherawages  
and improved we l f a re  b e n e f i t s  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  workers 
themselves.  * Thus, t h e  .~fpowerrse izure"  i n  Shbnghai. was, 

%For example, on 31 December, " a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  comrades" 
of t h e  Haiyen (Chekiang) P o s t  and Telecommunications 
Bureau s e n t  a message t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  i n  Peking demand- 
i n g  a  7% pay i n c r e a s e  and g i v i n g  t h e  Min i s t ry  one week 
t o  approve t h e  r a i s e .  F u r t h e r  con f i rma t ion  of p r e s s u r e  
from t h e  workers was provided by t h e  P o l i t b u r o  d e c i s i o n  
i n  l a t e  December t o  ab roga te  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  A l l -  
China F e d e r a t i o n  of Trade Unions,  f r e e z e  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n ' s  
( f o o t n o t e  cont inued on page 72) I 



i n  e f f e c t ,  a  r e scue  o p e r a t i o n .  The Tsao-Chen adminis t ra -  
t i o n  was formal ly  removed on 5 February and rep laced  by 
the  Shanghai Peop le ' s  Commune (soon renamed t h e  Shanghai 
Municipal Revolut ionary Committee), headed by Cen t ra l  
CRG members Chang Chun-chiao and Yao Wen-yuan. I n  t h e  
months ahead,  t h e  new team would f a c e  t h e  formidable  
t a s k  of p a c i f y i n g  Shanghai and r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  c e n t r a l  
a u t h o r i t y  over  a  populace whose c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
d e s i d e r a t a  were o f t e n  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i th  Maols o b j e c t i v e s  
i n  t h e  purge.  

4 

C.  "Power-Seizure, l1 F a i l u r e ,  and PLA I n t e r v e n t i o n  

The aforementioned 11 January  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  throughout  t h e  coun t ry  should emulate 
t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  Shanghai l e d  t o  a  s e r i e s  of "power- 
s e i z u r e s , ' '  accompanied by much bloodshed and v i o l e n c e ,  
i n  a lmost  every  province and major c i t y .  Although t h e  
Maoists  had s t a t e d  r e p e a t e d l y  t h a t  t h e r e  were only  a  
"handful11 of " c a p i t a l i s t r r o a d e r s 1 '  t o  be d e a l t  w i t h ,  t h e  

' Red Guards and Revolut ionary Rebels  heard only  t h e  c a l l  
t o  " s e i z e  powerlt1 and t h u s  s u b j e c t e d  t o  s e v e r e  a t t a c k s  
a  number of o f f i c i a l s  who were l a t e r  dec l a red  t o  be "good 

, comrades11 and r e t a i n e d  by Mao i n  p o s i t i o n s  of consider-  
a b l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Th i s  l e d  t o  a  deep-seated and con- 
t i n u i n g  h o s t i l i t y  on t h e  p a r t  of many Red Guard and Rev- 
o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  toward those  appointed t o  
t h e  Revolut ionary Committees -- t h e  new organs  of power -- e s t a b l i s h e d  ( o f t e n  wi th  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y )  s i n c e  t h e  
"January Revolu t ion ,"  f o r  t h o s e  who have survdved t h e  
purge have, by and l a r g e ,  been a s s igned  t o  p o s t s  i n  t h e  
same province where they  had been under a t t a c k .  I n  
Kwangtung, f o r  example, t h e  powerful and m i l i t a n t  Red 
F l a g  f a c t i o n  was s t r o n g l y  opposed t o  Huang Yung-sheng, 
Commander of t h e  Canton M i l i t a r y  Region, ye t  Mao l a t e r  
appointed Huang t o  head t h e  Kwangtung P r o v i n c i a l  Revolu- 
t i o n a r y  Committee. A t  t h e  same t ime ,  t h e  Mao&sts cont inued 

( f o o t n o t e  cont inued from page 71) 
c a p i t a l ,  and render  a s  "completely i n v a l i d  a l l  documents 
and n o t i c e s  s igned  by t h e  Fede ra t ion  du r ing  t h e  p rev ious  
s t a g e  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  For  an  e x c e l l e n t ,  
d e t a i l e d  account of workers '  demands i n  Shanghai ,  s e e  
Evelyn Anderson, "Shanghai: The Masses Unleashed," 
Problems of Communism, January-February 1968, pp. '12-21. - 



t o  r e g a r d  t h e  Red F l a g  a s  a  t r u e  "revo1utionary"organization 
an'd, i n  effect,  t o l d  Huang and t h e  young m i l i t a n t s  t o  l e t  
bygones be bygones. I n  Canton (and e l s ewhere ) ,  however, 
many Red Guards were u n w i l l i n g  t o  do s o .  

A major r ea son  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of many "power- 
s e i z u r e s "  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  g i v e n  Red Guard/Revolutionary 
Rebel f a c t i o n  o r  a l l i a n c e  u s u a l l y  a t tempted  t o  s e i z e  power 
on ly  f o r  i t s e l f .  T h i s  o f t e n  l e d  t o  a  second round i n  which 
t h e  excluded f a c t i o n ( s )  would a t t emp t  t o  wres t  c o n t r o l  away 
from t h o s e  who h a d e a r r i e d  ou t  t h e  i n i t i a l  s e i z u r e ,  t h e  n e t  
r e s u l t  be ing  a  bewi lde r ing  game of "Who's Got t h e  Chop?ll 

A second problem c e n t e r e d  around j u s t  what Mao meant 
by "power-seizure'!" I t  may be t h a t  he r e a l l y  be l i eved  thag , .  
t he ' young  toughs ,  armed w i t h  h i s  " thought ,"  cou ld  s e i z e  and ,*I 

e x e r c i s e  power i n  an  e f f e c t i v e  manner. I f  s o ,  Mao c o u l d n ' t  
have been more wrong. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, he may have meant 
o n l y  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  work of P a r t y  and 
government c a d r e s  and keep them a t  t h e i r  p o s t s  u n t i l  a  
de t e rmina t ion  was made (by t h e  Chairman, no t  by t h e  Red - 
Guards) w i t h  r ega rd  t o  t h e i r  l o y a l t y .  If t h i s  was what Mao 
had i n  mind, and it seems t h e  more l i k e l y  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  h e  must 
have been mdeQ shaken by t h e  s e l f - s e e k i n g  a b e r r a t i o n s  s e rved  
up by many of h i s  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  young g e n e r a l s . "  

O f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  made du r ing  mid-January d i d  l i t t l e  
t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  "power-seizure" q u e s t i o n .  On t h e  1 5 t h ,  Chou 
En-la i  and Chen Po-ta t o l d  a  workers  r a l l y  t h a t  t h e  "super- 
v i s i o n  formula" was "much b e t t e r  and more p r a c t i c a l 1 '  t han  
t h e  formula of " s e i z u r e  and c o n t r o l . "  Two days l a t e r ,  
however, a t  a  r e c e p t i o n  f o r  Revolu t ionary  Rebels from in-  
s t i t u t e s  of h ighe r  educa t ion ,  Chou t o l d  h i s  aud ience ,  
"Where c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  r i p e  (whatever t h a t  meant) ,  s e i z e  
power. Where c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  r i p e ,  e x e r c i s e  supe rv i s ion . "  
Few Red Guard o r  Revolu t ionary  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would 
f e e l  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  were no t  "ripe" f o r  them t o  e f f e c t  a  
t akeove r ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  of which were q u i t e  c a n d i d l y  a s se s sed  
by one Red Guard p u b l i c a t i o n  t h e  fo l l owing  March: 

I n  some u n i t s ,  a l t h o u g h . t h e  power-seizure  was 
c a r r i e d  ou t  by r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
t h e r e  was only l1se izureW but  no " a l l i a n c e ,  " t h u s  
n e g l e c t i n g  one work procedure .  I n  o t h e r  u n i t s ,  
t h e r e  is a c t u a l l y  a l l i a n c e  i n  name on ly ,  and a  
s i n g l e  group is i n  o o n t r o l .  Some a l l i a n c e s  a r e  



t o o  narrow i n  scope ,  and r ega rd  t,hemselves a s  
"pure and e l e v a t e d . "  They f i n d  f a u l t  l e f t  
and r i g h t  w i t h  o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and always r ega rd  it a s  beneath 
t h e i r  d i g n i t y  t o  form a n  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  them. . .  

Apart  from t h i s ,  i n  some u n i t s  t h e  g u e s t s  a r e  
known t o  have ous ted  t h e  h o s t s ,  l e ad ing  t o  a  
power-seizure by an  o u t s i d e  group. I n  t h e  
e y e s  of t h e s e  o u t s i d e  groups ,  there is no t  a  
s i n g l e  good person  i n  t h a t  u n i t .  The comrades ' 

of t h e  L e f t  who have a l l  a long  p e r s i s t e d  i n  
s t r u g g l e  i n  t h a t  u n i t  a r e  a l s o  pushed a s i d e  by t h e  

- outsiders,.:-who 'nega'rd themselves  a s  s a v i o u r s .  
1 1 '  

r 

O t h e r  groups have v i o l a t e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of 
"extending from o n e ' s  own u n i t  t o  t h e  whole 
system." The i r  e y e s  a r e  b igge r  t han  t h e i r  
stomachs,  and t h e y  want t o  s e i z e  t h e  e n t i r e  
system i n  one f e l l  swoop. A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e y  
have s e i z e d  o n l y  some wooden chops,  a r e  unable  
t o  f u n c t i o n  and e x e r c i s e  power, and e x i s t  on ly  
on paper .  

A l l  t h i s  ends  i n  o.nly s e i z u r e  of t h e  chop 
but  no t  t h e  s e i z u r e  of power; i t  is phony 
and a  power-seizure i p  name only .  I t  is not  
a genuine power-seizure by t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  . 

The au tho r  of t h i s  assessment was not  exagge ra t ing .  
For example,  i n fo rma t ion  is a v a i l a b l e  from Red Guard s o u r c e s  
concern ing  a t tempted  o r  a c t u a l  "power-seizures" d u r i n g  
t h e  period 14-22 Janua ry  1967 i n  twenty-four c e n t r a l  gov- 
ernment m i n i s t r i e s  i n  Peking.  Of t h e  twenty-four ,only 
t h r e e  were c a r r i e d  ou t  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth manner (Min i s t ry  
of T e x t i l e  I n d u s t r y ,  Min i s t ry  of F inance ,  and t h e  1st Min i s t ry  
of Machine-Building),  a l t hough  ano the r  f o u r  " se i zu re s"  were 
a p p a r e n t l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  bu t  on ly  a f t e r  q u i t e  some d i f f i c u l t y .  
The remaining seventeen  were rough,  u n s ~ c c e s s f u l  a f f a i r s ,  
i n v o l v i n g  t akeove r s  and counter - takeovers  ( i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of F o r e s t r y ,  t h e r e  were f o u r  r i v a l  l lpower-seizurelf  w i t h i n  
s i x  days)  t h a t  l e f t  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  i n  g r e a t  confus ion  and 
t h e  f o r c e s  of t h e  " r evo lu t iona ry  Left" badly s p l i t .  



I n  most of t h e  p rov inces ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was e q u a l l y  
s e r i o u s ,  t h e  "power-seizure" c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  Kwangtung being 
a  good example. On t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of 2 1  Janua ry ,  members 
of t h e  m i l i t a n t  Chungshan Univers i ty ,Red  F l a g  met w i t h  
Kwangtung 1st S e c r e t a r y  Chao Tzu-yang t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  
p a s t  " e r r o r s "  of Chao's a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  meet- 
i n g ,  Chao and t h r e e  o t h e r  members of t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
Committee were herded aboard a  propaganda t r u c k  and t aken  
t o  Chungshan f o r  f u r t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  During t h e  cou r se  
of  t h e  evening s e s s i o n ,  Chao was asked f o r  h i s  views con- 
c e r n i n g  "power-seizures," t o  which h e  r e p l i e d ,  "The q u e s t i o n  
h a s  t o  be decided by t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels, who might 
send r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e i t h e r  t o  s u p e r v i s e  u s  o r  t o  seize 
power from us . "  A t  . this p o i n t ,  t h e  s e s s i o n  ad journed ,  
bu t  t h e  f o u r  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  were r e q u i r e d  t o  spend t h e  
n i g h t  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  

E a r l y  t h e  nex t  morning, two Red F l a g i s t s  handed 
Chao a  "seize-power" o r d e r ,  demanded t h a t  he  t u r n  over  
t h e  o f f i c i a l  chops of  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  Committee, t h e  
General  O f f i c e ,  and t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  CRG, and informed him, 
"From now on ,  y o u ' l l  t a k e  o r d e r s  from u s ,  and w e ' l l  t a k e  
o r d e r s  from Chairman Mao." To t h i s ,  Chao r e p l i e d  t h a t  
he  suppor ted  t h e  Red F l a g i s t s '  " r evo lu t iona ry  a c t i o n , "  
inasmuch a s  "power-seizures have been c a l l e d  f o r  by 
Chairman Mao h imse l f , "  and s e n t  a  n o t e  t o  Lin Li-ming 
( ano the r  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  S e c r e t a r y )  i n s t r u c t i n g  him t o  
g i v e  t h e  t h r e e  chops t o  t h e  b e a r e r s  of t h e  l e t t e r .  How- 
e v e r ,  Lin r e fused  and went t o  Chungshan t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
Red Guards t h a t  t h e  chops could  no t  be handed over  with-  ' 

o u t  C e n t r a l  Committee approva l .  T h i s  was unacceptab le  
t o  t h e  Red F l a g i s t s ,  s i n c e  a  r e p l y  from Peking might no t  
be Immediately for thcoming,  and it was f i n a l l y  agreed  
t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  could t a k e  posses s ion  of t h e  chops 
pending i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee. Ac- 
c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  takeover  was r e p o r t e d  t o  Huang Jung-ha i ,  
Commander of t h e  Kwangtung M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t ,  who f o r -  
warded t h e  news t o  Peking. Chou En-la i  r e p l i e d  by tele-  
phone (probably t h a t  same day) t h a t  t h e  "power-seizure" 
should be suppor t ed ,  but  t h a t  t h e  PLA should be c a l l e d  
o u t  t o  main ta in  o r d e r  if necessary .  



On t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  22nd, t h e  m i l i t a n t s  demanded 
t h a t  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  Committee i s s u e  a p u b l i c  s t a t e -  
ment announcing t h e  t akeove r  of t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Committee, 
t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Department, and t h e  Canton 
Municipal P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Bureau. The s t a t emen t  was 
composed a t  a  meeting of t h e  Committee's S e c r e t a r i a t  t h a t  
same a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  procedure being monitored by s e v e r a l  
Chungshan s t u d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Kwangtung P r o v i n c i a l  
Revolut ionary Rebel J o i n t  Committee ( h e r e a f t e r  KPRRJC, 
t h e  new " revo lu t iona ry  organ of power"). That evening ,  
a  l a r g e r  meeting was h e l d ,  a t t ended  by members of v a r i o u s  
P r o v i n c i a l  Committee depar tments ,  t o  a p p r a i s e  l ead ing  
c a d r e s  of t h e  s t a t emen t  p r i d r  t o  p u b l i c a t i o n  and t o  make 
c l e a r  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Committee's f a v o r a b l e  d i s p o s i t i o n  
toward t h e  t akeove r .  A l l  c a d r e s  were t o l d  t o  suppor t  
t h e  "power-seizure" and con t inue  t o  s t a y  on the i r  jobs .  
The KPRRJC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t u r n  expressed  t h e i r  approval 
of t h e  " p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e "  d i sp layed  by t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
Committee, but  a g a i n  warned t h a t  t h e  c a d r e s  must obey 
t h e  o r d e r s  of t h e  supe rv i so ry  groups t h a t  would be a s -  
s igned  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  bureaus and depar tments .  

The fo l lowing  day ,  t h e  s t a t emen t  was publ i shed .  
E n t i t l e d  "A Message from t h e  Kwangtung P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
Committee To A l l  P a r t y  Members, Cadres ,  and People  of t h e  
Province ,"  t h e  P a r t y  Committee announced t h e  22 January  
takeover  by " l o c a l  and non-local  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels, "* 
dec l a red  its " r e s o l u t e  support"  f o r  t h e  "power-seizure" 
and "solemn acceptance  of supe rv i s ion , "  confessed  t o  
having c a r r i e d  ou t  t h e  "bourgeois  r e a c t i o n a r y  Liu-Teng 
l i n e , "  and promised t o  l e a r n  from t h e  Red Guards"'wisdom 
and spirt of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r ebe l l i on : .  " I - 
I 1 

a f t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  "hI6ssagen and 
I 

f t h e  chops ,  Chao, L in ,  and o t h e r s  "spent 
'much of t h e i r  t i m e  . . .  huddled i n  ofie room of P a r t y  head- 

q u a r t e r s ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  imperious c a l l s  from f a c t i o n a l  
l e a d e r s  t o  come o u t  and s i g n  checks ..." 

*The %on-locals ' '  i nc luded  Red Guards from t h e  Peking 
Thi rd  Headquar te rs ,  Av ia t ion  Red F l a g ,  Tsinghua Chingkangshan, 
and t h e  Harbin M i l i t a r y  Engineer ing I n s t i t u t e .  



On t h e  f a c e  of i t ,  t h e  "power-seizure" &n Kwangtung 
Province was o v e r ;  i n  r e a l i t y ,  it had h a r d l y  begun. Too 
many l o c a l  Red Guard and Revolut ionary R e b e l  groups had 
been excluded by t h e  Chungshan coup, and a t o r r e n t  of 
c r i t i c i s m  concern ing  t h e  peremptory a c t i o n s  of t h e  KPRRJC 
was no t  long  i n  coming. 

The main compla in ts  of t h o s e  who were aced o u t  by 
t h e  takeover  were q u i t e  l i k e  t h o s e  l e v e l l e d  by Red Guard 
and Revolu t ionary  Rebel groups who had n o t  been included 
i n  t h e  l lpower-seizures" i n  okher provinces .  I n  t h e  Kwang- 
tung c a s e ,  t h e  Chungshan Red F l a g i s t s  a p p a r e n t l y  envis ioned  
a r e b e l  a l l i a n c e  composed of seventeen  u n i t s ,  n ine  of which 
were non-local  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  22 January  
takeover .  However, t h r e e  Canton u n i k s  r e f u s e d  t o  p a r t i -  
c i p a t e  (because t h e  non- loca ls  were i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y ) ,  
and ano the r  two l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i s t e d  a s  members of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  a l l i a n c e  claimed t h a t  t h e y  had no t  p a r t i c i -  
pated i n  any KPRRJC a c t i v i t i e s ,  let  a l o n e  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s ,  
and t h a t  t h e i r \ n a m e s  were being used wi thou t  t h e i r  a u t h o r i -  
z a t i o n .  The re fo re ,  t h e s e  groups -- t o g e t h e r  w i th  o t h e r s  
t h a t  had no t  been inc luded  -- branded t h e  Red F l a g  take-  
over a phony "power-seizure" p e r p e t r a t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  
s e l f i s h  i n t e r e s t s  of a s e l e c t  few a t  t h e  expense of t h e  
t r u e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  " r evo lu t iona ry  L e f t . "  

Other  groupsaondgnned t h e  takeover  a s  a t o t a l  f r a u d ,  
a " r o y a l i s t "  p l o t  by Chao Tzu-yang and h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  t o  
save  themselves  by making a d e a l  w i th  t h e  Chungshan r e b e l s .  
The l a t t e r ,  s o  t h i s  argument r u n s ,  would a l l ow Chao and 
company t o  con t inue  doing bus ines s  a t  t h e  same o l d  s t a n d  
(under t h e  g u i s e  of be ing  supe rv i sed )  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  a p i ece  
of t h e  a c t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  a major complaint  was t h a t  t h e  
"power-seizure" was c a r r i e d  ou t  s o l e l y  by l o c a l  and non- 
l o c a l  s t u d e n t s  [no worker o r  peasant  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  took 
p a r t  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  t akeove r ) .  Thus, t h e  takeover  was 
i l l e g a l  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s  c r i t e r i o n  a l o n e  -1 t h e  working 
c l a s s ,  t h e  "vanguard of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n , "  had been excluded. 

Stung by t h e  volume and manner of oppos i t i on  (one 
o r  more counter - takeovers  were a t t e m p t e d ) ,  t h e  "power- 
s e i z u r e "  group a t tempted  t o  e s t a b l i s h  its r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
bona f i d e s  by announcing t h a t ,  f a r  from be ing  a sma l l  -- 



monopoly; t h e  KPRRJC was composed of l le ightg+bor? l a r g e  
and s m a l l  member o rgan iza t ions"  and p u b l i s h i n g  a  r o s t e r .  
The list, however, was g r e e t e d  w i t h  hobts  of d e r i s i o n .  
The names of some of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were wrongly g iven  
(implying t h a t  t h e  Chungshan crowd d i d n ' t  even know enough 
about  these groups t o  g e t  t h e i r  handles  s t r a i g h t ) ;  one 
o u t f i t  l i s t e d  a s  a  member o r g a n i z a t i o n  was a  "Combat Corpsm 
made up of a  grand t o t a l  of seven  people;  and t h e  l e a d e r s  
of many of t h e  e igh ty- four  u n i t s  had no knowledge t h a t  
t h e y  were KPRRJC members--in s h o r t ,  t h e  r o s t e r  was padded. 
Ac tua l ly ,  t h e  Red R l a g i s t s  and t h e i r  a l l i e s  gave t h e  show 
away themselves  by announcing t h a t  t h e  e igh ty- four  u n i t s  
" e i t h e r  have d i r e c t l y  a p p l i e d  f o r  membersh ip -  o r  were rec- 
ommended by member u n i t s  a f t e r  th'e 22 January  power-seizure," 
and t h a t  t h o s e  llrecommendedw u n i t s  " w i l l  be deemed t o  have 
agreed  t o  j o i n  t h e  KPRRJC" u n l e s s  a  demurral  was made w i t h i n  
twenty-four hours .  Th i s  gambit back f i r ed ,  a s  s e v e r a l  of 
t h e  major i n v i t e e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Canton Workerst S c a r l e t  
Guards) d i d  no t  r e c e i v e  t h e  n o t i c e  u n t i l  long a f t e r  t h e  
d e a d l i n e  had e x p i r e d  and, t h u s ,  condemned t h e  whole busi-  
nes s  a s  a  put-up j o b  (which it was) . The Red P l a g i s  ts ' 
second s t a b  a t  a t t a i n i n g  g e n e r a l  l eg i t imacy-- th i s  t i m e  
w i t h  a  r o s t e r  of for ty-seven  units--was a l s o  a  f i a s c o .  

If  any of Mao's bromides a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  
" p o w e ~ - s e i z u r e ~ ~  phenomenon, i t  is h i s  obse rva t ion  t h a t  no 
group v o l u n t a r i l y  r e l i n q u i s h e s  its a u t h o r i t y ,  A s  i f  t o  
prove t h e  Chairman's p re sc i ence ,  t h e  competing Red Guard/ 
Revolut ionary Rebel f o r c e s  were soon a t  each  o t h e r ' s  t h r o a t s ,  
w i th  each group o r  a l l i a n c e  a t t empt ing  t o  demonstrate  by 
f o r c e  t h a t  it a l o n e  was t r u l y  m i l i t a n t .  The " r evo lu t iona ry  
massesw h a s  reached a  s t a t e  of c r i t i c a l i t y .  

An e a r l y  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Mao r e a l i z e d  t h e  "power- 
s e i z u r e "  movement was a  b u s t  was provided  by a 1 9  January 
C e n t r a l  Committee announcement t h a t  Itbad people  a r e  i n c i t i n g  
t h e  p i l l a g e  of warehouses1' and, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  PLA "must 
be d i spa t ched  immediately t o  e x e r c i s e  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  
over  a l l  impor tan t  g r a n a r i e s ,  warehouses,  p r i s o n s ,  and 
o t h e r  u n i t s  which must be p r o t e c t e d  and watched . . . I t  The 



o r d e r  warned t h a t  any v i o l a t i o n s  would be "severe ly  pun- 
ished."* On t h e  2 1 s t ,  accord ing  t o  Peking w a l l - p o s t e r s ,  
Mao informed Lin  P i a o  t h a t  t h e  PLA must be ordered i n ,  
a s  t h e  p rev ious  p o l i c y  of non- in te rvent ion  had been a  
f a i l u r e .  Chou En-lai  a f f i rmed t h a t  PLA i n t e r v e n t i o n  was 
r e q u i r e d ,  and admit ted t h a t  " s u f f i c i e n t  p r e p a r a t i o n s  had 
not  been made when i t  was decided t o  launch t h e  g r e a t  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s "  -- i n  o t h e r  words, 
t h e  Revolu t ionary  Rebels  had f a i l e d ,  a s  had t h e  Red Guards . 
befo re  them. ** 

Accordingly,  on 23 January ,  Peking announced t h a t  
t h e  PLA -- " the  most v i t a l  ins t rument  of t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  a 

of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t "  -- must hence fo r th  " s a t i s f y  t h e  demands 
of a l l  t r u e  r e v o l u t i o n a r f e s  f o r  suppor t  and a s s i s t a n c e . "  
I n t e r  a m  t h e  o rde r  s t a t e d :  

1. A l l  p a s t  d i r e c t i v e s  concerning PLA noni  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  ... a r e  
n u l l  and vo id ;  

2 .  Act ive  suppor t  must be rendered  t o  t h e  broad 
masses of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t i s t s  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  
t o  seize power. Where t r u e  p r o l e t a r i a n  L e f t i s t s  
a s k  f o r  h e l p ,  t h e  PLA should send t r o o p s  t o  pro- 
v i d e  them w i t h  p o s i t i v e  suppor t ;  

3. Coun te r r euo lu t iona r i e s  and coun te r r evo lu t ion -  
a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  who oppose t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t i s t s  must be r e s o l u t e l y  sup- 
p re s sed .  Should t h e y  r e s o r t  t o  f o r c e ,  t h e  PLA 
should s t r i k e  back w i t h  f o r c e ;  

-week-e-f ier , NCNA had announced t h e  ehta blishment 
of a new group t o  d i r e c t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  

.PLA. This  group was t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  both t h n t h e  MAC 
and t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG; t h e  ub igu i tous  Madame Mao was 
appointed its "advisor ."  

* * A s  Wiang L i  complained on 2 February ,  "After  t h e  ,,power- 
s e i z u r e , '  a l l  t h a t  remained were some empty o f f i c e s  and 
chops. " 



4. The entire country should recedve a pene- 
trating education concerning the struggle between 
the proletarian revolutionary line represented 
by Chairman Mao and the bourgeois reactionary 
line represeaaed by Liu Shao-chi and Tegg Hsiao-ping.* 

5 .  This directive must be transmitted in full 
to every fighter of the PLA. 

Although ostensibly directed against opponents 
of the cultural revolution, the real reason behind the 
23 Januany directive was the need to restore order and 
end the increasingly severe conflicts between rival Red 
Guard and Revolutionary Rebel organizations, and many of 
these organizations bdre the brunt of the PLA crackdown. 
In Kwangtung, for example, Huang Yung-sheng was quick to 
dissolve the KPRRJC, issue a cease-and-desist order to 
the Changshan Red Flagists and their cohorts, and impose 
military control over Party, governmental, and industreal 
departments at all levels. On the 26th, Peopls's Daily 
commented favorably on the suppression of a "counter- 
revolutionary" veterans organization in Harbin, and on 
or about that date, ChoucEn-lai denounced six other 
Rebel groups in identical terms. (Chen Po-ta stated 
that Chou's denunciation "represented the views of Chair- 
man Mao.") Similar reports of PLA intervention were noted 
throughout China, with particuaar attention given in some 
areas to military takeovers of the public security ap- 
paratug. 

It is not known what (if any) criteria were sup- 
posed to be employed in determin$ng which mass organi- 
zations were to be supported and which were to be sup- 
prs8sGd. Chou had identified a few groups (and also 
issued a blanket condemnation of all "national counter- 
revolutionary organizations"), but it appears that local 
PLA commanders were given considerable latitude in this 
regard, and that their decisions were almost certainly 
influenced by the attitudes which the Red Guards and 

*This is believed to be the first public denunciation 
of Liu and Teng in an official source. 



Revolutionary Rebels had displayed a l ready toward t h e  
m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  ~;:(Sinkiang and Tibet  a r e  c a s e s  i n  
po in t ) .  

Indeed, it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  what c r i t e r i o n  
could be used by t h e  PLA a s i d e  from determining which 
o rgan iza t ions  were t h e  most r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  v io lence  
and l e a s t  responsive t o  in junc t ions  t o  knock it o f f .  
Unforiunately f o r  some m i l i t a r y  commanders, a l though 
i t  was t o  be expected,  much of t h e  v io lence  was perpe- 
t r a t e d  o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  more m i l i t a n t  
Red Guard and Revolutionary Rebel groups. When a number 
of t h e s e  groups, suppressed by t h e  PLA a s  a reguzf of t h e  
23 January d i r e c t i v e ,  were l a t e r  r e s t o r e d  t o  favor by 
Mao and the ;Cen t ra l  CRG; t h e  respons ib le  m i l i t a r y  com- 
manders had to 'pay  f o r  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  l l e r ro r s . l l  I n  po in t  
of f a c t ,  however, a  determinat ion of "rebolut ionary" 
o r  l~counterrevolutionaryll (given t h e  command t o  r e s t o r e  
o rde r )  was impossible except on pragmatic grounds, in-  
asmuch a s  every Red Guard and Revolutionary Rebel organ- 
i z a t i o n  i d e n t i f i e d  i t s e l f  with t h e  Maoist cause. Theze 
is good evidence t h a t  even t h e  Chairman and h i s  inner  
c i r c l e  d i d  not  know t h i c h  group o r  groups t o  support  i n  
some a r e a s ,  f o r  t h e  Cen t ra l  CRG reversed  its e a r l i e r  
dec i s ions  i n  a  number of cases.  



s h i f t i n g  and o f t e n  contradictory $ o l i c y  guide19nes, many 
Pa:rty and PLA f i g u r e s  would be removed t o  exp la in  away 
each r e v e r s a l ;  Mao and the  Madame remained i n f a l l i b l e .  



V I I .  MODERATION, LEFTIST RESURGENCE, AND FURTHER CALLS 
FOR ORDER (SPRING 1967) 

"Though Chairman Maols l i n e  is i n  a b s o l u t e  
c o n t r o l  h e r e ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  s i t u a t i o n  is s t i l l  
chang ing  c o n s t a n t l y . "  

--A Shangha i  r e s i d e n t ,  7  A p r i l  1967 

A. Leash ing  t h e  L e f t i s t s  \. . < - 

W y  l i f e  h a s  been  v e r y  d u l l  s i n c e  I r e t u r n e d  
i 

from r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n . "  

--A F u k i e n e s e  Rdd Guard,  11 A p r i l  1967 

By t h e  end of J a n u a r y  1967,  t h e  Shangha i  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
R e b e l s  were q u i e t l y  dropped by Mao i n  f a v o r  of a  new l 

exemplar--namely, t h e  "Red Rebelsw of  H e i l u n g k i a n g  who 
had e f f e c t e d  a  upower-se izure"  on t h e  31st and e s t a b l $ s h e d k  . 
t h e  i n i t i a l  P r o v i n c i a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committee (PRC). 
The day  b e f o r e ,  Pek ing  R a d i o  b r o a d c a s t  a majo r  Red F l a  
e d i t o r i a l  demanding t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  " t h r e e - a a y d e s "  
of R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s ,  m i l i t a r y ,  anQ " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
l e a d i n g  c a d r e s f t  i n  p r o v i s i o n a l  o r g a n s  of power a t  a l l  
l e v e l s .  The e d i t o r i a l  r e a f f i r m e d ' e a r l i e r  p r o m i s e s  t h a t  

*On t h e  3 1 s t ,  a t  a H a r b i n  mass r a l l y ,  t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  
PRC promulgated its " N o t i c e  No. 1." The N o t i c e  p roc la imed  
t h a t  " a l l  power" now r e s i d e d  w i t h  t h e  PRC, t h a t  the PRC 
would s u p p o r t  a l l  "genu ine  Red R e b e l s , "  t h a t  c a d r e s  s h o u l d  . 
" s t i c k  t o  t h e i r  p o s t s  . . . so a s  t o  win v i c t o r y  i n  bo&h 
p r o d u c t i o n  and r e v o l u t i o n , "  and t h a t  t h o s e  who v i o l a t e  
t h e  law " w i l l  be  pun i shed  immedia te ly ."  The Notice a l s o  , 

ou t l awed  f i v e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  H e i l u n g k i a n g  ( t h r e e  
f'counterrevolutionary,ll two " r o y a l i s t " )  and c a l l e d  f o r  
t h e  " s e v e r e  punishment" o f  t h e  r i n g l e a d e r s  b u t  l e n i e n c y  . 
toward  t h e  "hoodwinked" rank-and-f i l e .  



c a d r e s  would be f o r g i v e n  t h e i r  p a s t  e r r o r s  i f  t h e y  were 
t r u l y  r e p e n t a n t ,  u r g e d  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  t o  
s u p p r e s s  t h e  " d e s i r e  t o  o v e r t h r o w  e v e r y t h i n g , "  and o r d e r e d  
them t o  j o i n  w i t h  and g i v e  t h e  l e a d i n g  r o l e s  t o  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  c a d r e s ,  inasmuch a s  these c a d r e s  "have a c q u i r e d  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r i c h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  s t r u g g l e ,  a r e  more 
m a t u r e  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and p o s s e s s  greater o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
s t r e n g t h .  l1 The R e b e l s ,  t o u t e d  a s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
vanguard  only '  a  f e w  weeks e a r l i e r ,  were now o r d e r e d  t o  
t h e  back o f  t h e  bus.  

On 9 F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  PRC announced its 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s e t - u p .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  PRC was a  somewhat 
s t r e a m l i n e d  amalgamation of  t h e  o l d  P a r t y  and governmenta l  
a p p a r a t u s ,  w i t h  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  P a r t y  c a d r e s  (such a s  
Pan Fu-sheng) and PLA o f f i c e r s  ( s u c h  a s  Wang Chia - t ao ,  
Commander o f  t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t )  h o l d i n g  
down t h e  t o p  s l o t s .  Lower-ranking r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d o e s  
were t o  b e  k e p t  o n ,  a s  were t h o s e  who had committed minor  
e r r o r s  b u t  had a l r e a d y  made amends or d i s p l a y e d  a  d e s i r e  
t o  make amends. C a d r e s  who had committed s e r i o u s  m i s t a k e s  
b u t  were w i l l i n g  t o  change t h e i r  ways were t o  be a l l o w e d  
t o  work under  s u p e r v i s i o n ;  i n c o r r i g i b l e s  would be s u p p r e s s e d .  

On t h e  same day ,  P e k i n g  came o u t  w i t h  a  s t a t e m e n t  
on t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  "power-se izure ."  The a c t i o n s  of 
H e i l u n g k i a n g ' s  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  were h i g h l y  p r a i s e d ,  
a s  was t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  M i l i t a r y  District 
i n  " s u p p o r t i n g "  t h e  R e b e l s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e .  E s p e c i a l  kudos,  however, were 
r e s e r v e d  f o r  Pan Fu-sheng,  who ( t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Wang Chia-  
t a o )  was s a i d  t o  have c o n t a c t e d  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  
on  h i s  own i n  o r d e r  t o  "learn1'  from them. T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  
s o  impressed  t h e  Rebels t h a t  t h e y  i n  t u r n  " i n v i t e d 1 ?  b o t h  
Pan and Wang t o  j o i n  t h e  PRC ( a s  Chairman and Vice-chairman,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .  Thus ,  e a c h  e l e m e n t  of  t h e  model " t h r e e -  
way a l l i a n c e v  had a c t e d  i n  exemplary  f a s h i o n ,  and t h e i r  
c o u n t e r p a r t s  t h r o u g t o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  were urged  t o  a c t  
i n  t h e  same manner. 

*Th i s  was r e i t e r a t e d  i n  a  19 F e b r u a r y  C e n t r a l  Committee 
d i r e c t i v e  which s t a t e d  t h a t  l tpower-se izure"  commi t t ees  must 
be  based  on "three-way a l l i a n c e s , "  and t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Committee must approve  e v e r y  "power-se izure"  before i t  is 
announced i n  t h e  l o c a l  press. The f o l l o w i n g  month (16 March), 
Wang L i  announced,  "Power - se izures  must p a s s  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG and b e  approved by Chairman Mao. Only 
t h e n  a r e  t h e y  i n  o r d e r . "  



If t h e  new model  was t o  be f o l l o w e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  
o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s ,  a  basic r e q u i r e m e n t  was  t o  end  t h e  l o c a l /  
n o n - l o c a l  h o s t i l i t i e s  t h a t  had e r u p t e d  i n  many a r e a s  d u e  
t o  t h e  f r a c t i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  of  l i a i s i n g  Rdd Guards  and 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  a  3 F e b r u a r y  C e n t r a l  
Committee d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r e d  a l l  Red G u a r d s  engaged  i n  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l o n g  marches"  t o  re t u r n  t o  t h e i r  s c h o o l s ,  
n o t i f i e d  t h o s e  non-Pekingese  c o n t i n g e n t s  still  i n  t h e  
c a p i t a l  t h a t  n o  f r e e  m e a l s  would be p r o v i d e d  a f t e r  7 F e b r u a r y ,  
and a u t h o r i z e d  free t r a v e l  by t r a i n  or b o a t  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 t h  
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  " l o n g  marchers1 '  more t h a n  t h r e e  
hundred  miles away f r o m  t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  On 2 1  F e b r u a r y ,  
a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i v e  expanded  t h e  r e c a l l  o r d e r  t o  i n c l u d e  
e v e r y o n e  e n g a g e d  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  e x c e p t ,  and  i t  
was a n  i m p o r t a n t  e x c e p t i o n ,  " t h o s e  g r a n t e d  s p e c i a l  pe r -  
m i s s i o n  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit teef t - - i . e . ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 
F i n a l l y ,  Mao announced  (7 March) t h a t ,  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  home, 
t h e  Red G u a r d s  would have  t o  " r e c t i f y  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g ,  work- 
s t y l e ,  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n , "  and  t h a t  t h e  PLA would d i r e c t  
t h e  "rect i f  i c a t i o n l '  and  a s s i s t  i n  r e o p e n i n g  c l a s s e s  i n  
" u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s ,  and  t h e  h i g h e r  g r a d e s  of 
p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  . " 

R e f e r e n c e s  t o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  and l o n g  marches  
f e l l  o f f  m a r k e d l y  d u r i n g  Febru-  

' a r Y ,  suggesting born c o n s d r a b l e  o b e d i e n c e  by  t h e  Red 
Guards  t o  P e k i n g ' s  d i r e c t i v e s  and  e n f o r c e m e n t  of  t h e s e  
d i r e c t i v e s  by t h e  PLA. L i a i s i n g  g r o u p s  were n o t e d  a t  
v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  most  o f  them were 
d i s c u s s i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  r e t u r n i n g  home o r  t o  s c h o o l .  
On t h e  1 2 t h ,  f o r  example ,  T s i n g h u a ' s  Ch ingkangshan  o r d e r e d  
a l l  Ch ingkangshan  members--" including t h o s e  o f  t h e  l i a i s o n  
s t a t i o n s ,  t h o s e  who have  gone  t o  f a c t o r i e s ,  and t h o s e  who 
have  gone  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e 1 ' - - t o  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  w i t h i n  
f i f t e e n  d a y s ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  any  u s e  o f  t h e  t i t l e  llChingkang- 
s h a n  L i a i s o n  S t a t i o n t 1  by '*any u n i t "  would  be i n v a l i d  a s  
of  t h e  2 7 t h .  On t h e  2 8 t h ,  t h e  "Red R e b e l  C o r p s t t  o f  t h e  
H a r b i n  M i l i t a r y  E n g i n e e r i n g  I n s t i t u t e  announced  t h a t  i t  
was d i s b a n d i n g  i ts  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n  i n  S h a n g h a i ,  t h a t  a l l  
"p rope r ty1 '  o f  t h e  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n  would b e  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  
t h e  M u n i c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commit tee ,  and  t h a t  a n y  member 
who had n o t  r e t u r n e d  t o  H a r b i n  by 5 March would "au toma t i -  
c a l l y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  have  w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  t h e  C o r p s .  " 



I n  e a r l y  March, Red Guards  from P e k i n g  wsre n o t e d  p u l l i n g  
o u t  o f  Lhasa  and  c l o s i n g  t h e i r  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n s ,  a n d  a n  
a d d i t i o n a l  t w e l v e  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n s  were d i s s o l v e d  i n  
S h a n g h a i .  

One m a j o r  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a d h e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  3 and  21 F e b r u a r y  d i r e c t i v e s  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  termi- 
n a t i o n  of  Red Guard emoluments  (free room a n d  b o a r d ,  free 
t r a v e l ,  and pocket money) f o r  a l l  g r o u p s  e x c e p t  t h e  select 
f e w  t h a t  c o n z i n u e d  t o  l i a i s e  u n d e r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of  t h e  
C e n t r a l  CRG. I 

*Of c o u r s e .  a n o t h e r  mime m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  a Red Guard t o  
h u s t l e  back  t o  s c h o o l  c b u l d  have  b e e n  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  he would 
be e x p e l l e d  i f  he d i d  n o t  obey  a n d ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  face t h e  
d i s m a l  prospect o f  b e i n g  a s s i g n e d  t o  f a c t o r y  o r  f a r m  work. 



With t h e  l a r g e s s e  now a t  a n  e n d ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
f o r  t h e  Red G u a r d s  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e i r  l i a i s o n .  - 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t ,  o n c e  t h e  y o u t h s  were back  
i n  s c h o o l  and u n d e r g o i n g  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n , "  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  
was t o  p r e v e n t  a  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  s u c h  w i d e s p r e a d  and  d i s -  
r e u p t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  had t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  r e c e n t  months .  
On 19 March, a  C e n t r a l  Committee d i r e c t i v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  announced  p l a n  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  g e n e r a l  resump- 
t i o n  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  " d u r i n g  and  a f t e r  t h e  coming 
s p r i n g "  was c a n c e l l e d ,  a  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  o n l y  a  
select  number o f  o r g a n i z e d ,  r e s p o n s i v e  Red Guard and Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would be p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n g a g e  
i n  s u c h  a c t i v i t y .  Thus ,  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  ban  o n  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  w i t h  t h e  PLA k n o c k i n g  h e a d s  t o g e t h e r  i n  
t h e  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  l i d  c lamped down o n  t h e  c a s h  box,  
t h e  young m i l i t a n t s  now f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  o n  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  
end.  

A s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  
d i r e c t i v e  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  PLA t o  u s e  force i f  opposed  by 
1 1 c o u n t e r r e v 6 1 u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i ~ a t i o n s , ~ ~  y e t  c o n t a i n e d  no  
e x p l i c i t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t o  u s e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  
which  g r o u p s  f e l l  i n t o  t h a t  c a t e g o r y .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  
PLA t e n d e d  t o  c r a c k  down o n  t h e  mos t  m i l i t a n t  groups- -  
namely ,  t h o s e  e m b r o i l e d  i n  " p o w e r - s e i z u r e s , l f  c o u n t e r - '  
t a k e o v e r s ,  a n d ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h o s e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  d i s r u p t  
s o c i e t y  and  i g n o r i n g  o r d e r s  t o  c e a s e  f i g h t i n g  and r e t u r n  
t o  s c h o o l .  T h u s ,  among t h e  many Re'd Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  



t h a t  were ou t l awed  by p r o v i n c i a l  and r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  
commanders d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  were a  number o f  g r o u p s  - 
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  T h i r d  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  I n n e r  Mongolia, 
T & i n g h a i f s  "18 August ,"  and t h e  Lhasa R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  ' .  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  T i b e t )  t h a t  had p o w e r f u l  Red Guard a l l i e s  
i n  Pek ing .  

F o r  example ,  t h e  Lhasa  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel  Head- 
q u a r t e r s  (LRH), e e t a b l i s h e d  i n  December 1966,  was a  p a r t i c - '  
u l a r  t a r g e t  o f  t h e  PLA crackdown i n  T i b e t .  On 22 J a n u a r y ,  ' 

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  had s e i z e d  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S t a f f  ' * I  

O f f i c e  and t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  R e g i o n a l  P e o p l e ' s 1  
Committee. O t h e r  t a k e o v e r s  were r e p o r t e d  i n  Lhasa and 
e l s e w h e r e  i n  T i b e t  i n  s u c c e e d i n g  d a y s ,  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
o f  them r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  number o f  d e a t h s  or i n j u r i e s .  The 
R e g i o n a l  P a r t y ' s  C o n t r o l  Commission was s e i z e d  on t h e  
2 5 t h ,  f o l l o w e d  by a  s t a t e m e n t  p r o p o s i n g t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f ' a  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n g r e s s , "  P a r i s  Commune-style, t o  t a k e  
o v e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  power. By t h e  f i r s t  week i n  F e b r u a r y ,  
LRH announced t h a t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  P e k i n g  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Rebe l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  T i b e t  ( i n c l u d i n g  Red F l a g i s t s  from 
t h e  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ) ,  i t  was i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  T i b e t  
D a i l y ,  t h r e e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s ,  and t h e  NCNA branch  o m  
i n a s a .  

I n i t i a l l y ,  Chang Kuo-hua, Commander of  t h e  T i b e t  
M i l i t a r y  Reg ion ,  a p p e a r s  t o  have  m a i n t a i n e d  an  e q u i v o c a l  
a t t i t u d e  toward  t h e  v a r i o u s  Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Rebe l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  R e p o r t e d l y ,  Chang o r i g i n a l l y  g a v e  
t h e  nod to  t h e  "Lhasa Combat G e n e r a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  
Defend t h e  Thought of  Mao Tse- tung,"  know from F e b r u a r y  
on a s  t h e  Great A l l i a n c e  Genera l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  (GAH). 
A f t e r  t h e  p r o m u l g a t i o n  of t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e ,  how- 
e v e r ,  Chang o p t e d  f o r  t h e  LRH, o n l y  t o  wi thdraw h i s  
s u p p o r t  on  28 J a n u a r y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  LRH r e f u s e d  ' 
t o  a c t  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  GAH and ,  moreover ,  k e p t  t r y i n g  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t i es  w i t h  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  g r o u p s  i n  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  Region i t s e l f .  

I n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Lhasa worsened 
c o n s i d e r a b l y .  On t h e  4 t h ,  t h e  " T i b e t  Autonomous Region 
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  D i r e c t o r a t e  P r e p a r a t o r y  Committee' '  



announced  t h a t  i t  had " s e i z e d  power" f rom t h e  R e g i o n a l  
P a r t y  Committee and t h e  ' v c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e v i s i o n i s t  
Chang Kuo-hua." The  "power - se i zu re"  was u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  

Such  c o o p e r a t i o n  .was n o t  f o r t h c o m i n g ,  however ,  from 
t h e  r e c e n t l y  o u t l a w e d  LRH, w h i c h ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  its a l l i e s ,  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  oppose  Chang. T h i s  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  m i l i t a r y  
c rackdown o n  25-26 F e b r u a r y ,  a t  wh ich  time t h e  PLA r e t o o k  
t h e  R e g i o n a l  P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  B u r e a u ,  t h e  Lhasa  M u n i c i p a l  
P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Bureau ,  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s ,  
and  t h e  NCNA off ice.  Many LRH s u p p o r t e r s  were a r r e s t e d ,  
and  some member u n i t s  were n o t e d  s w i t c h i n g  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  
t o  t h e  GAH. [ - 

] T h e  LRH had b e e n  r o u n d l y  
I 

e a e e a .  

B. ' The  "Adverse  C u r r e n t  o f  C o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ~ e s t o r a t i o n ' '  

However,  i t  s o o n  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t ;  i n  T i b e t  and  
e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  PLA, f rom M a o t s  p o i n t  'of v iew,  had carried 
o u t  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  t o o  w e l l .  I n  o t h e r  words , '  



t o o  much o r d e r  had  b e e n  r e s t o r e d ;  too many Red Guards  had 
b e e n  musc led  a r o u n d  by  t h e  m i l i t a r y ;  t o o  many P a r t y  and  
government  o f f i c i a l s  had b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  i n  t h e i r  pos t s  
( c o n v e r s e l y ,  t o o  few " r e v o l ~ t i o n a r i e s ' ~  had seized and 
r e t a i n e d  power) .  To c o r r e c t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  Red Guards  
and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  were a g a i n  g i v e n  t h e  go-ahead i n  
mid-March. T h i s  t i m e  a r o u n d ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  t a r g e t  was  t h e  
s o - c a l l e d  " a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t . o f  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
r e s t o r a t i o n t f - - 8 l s o  known a s  t h e  " F e b r u a r y  b l a c k  wind1--  
i . e . ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  whereby  h i g h - r a n k i n g  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  
had  e f f e c t e d  " f a l s e  power- seizure^'^ i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s a v e  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  and pass off incumben t  c a d r e s  as 
" r e h a b i l i t a t e d , "  e v e n  t h o u g h  many, i f  n o t  m o s t ,  of them 
had n o t  gone  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  of " r e h a b i l i t a t i o n "  
( b e i n g  l l s t r u g g l e d , "  composing  abject self-criticisms, and  . I l , Y .  

w i l l i n g l y  a c c e p t i n g  l l s u p e r v i s i o n l s  b y  t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
masses") .  * 

An e a r l y  c l u e  t h a t  t h i n g s  were g o i n g  t o  h e a t  u p  
a g a i n  was a s p e e c h  by t h e  f a n a t i c a l  Kua i  Ta-fu,  r e p r o d u c e d  
i n  wall  p o s t e r s  s e e n  i n  P e k i n g  o n  1 4  March. I n  h i s  s p e e c h ,  
Kua i  warned t h a t  "Liu  S h a o - c h i ,  Teng H s i a o - p i n g ,  and  T a o  
Chu are o n  t h e  g o w - - i . e . ,  making  t h e i r  move--and t h a t  
"we are i n  a l u l l  before t h e  d e c i s i v e  b a t t l e . "  A d m i t t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  g o i n g  would be r o u g h  ("be p r e p a r e d  t o  face a f r e s h  
t r i a l " )  and  t h a t  t h e r e  were " t h o s e  who s a y  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  
s t o p  t h e  r e v ~ l u t i o n , ~ ~  Kua i  s t a t e d ,  "We must  n o t  s t o p  now, 
b u t  r a t h e r  c l e n c h  o u r  fists f o r  t h e  h e a v i e s t  blow." 

A more a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n d i c a t i o n  was f o r t h c o m i h g  o n  
27 March, w i t h  t h e  p r o m u l g a t i o n  o f  t h e  n i n e - p o i n t  C e n t r a l  
Committee d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  p rob lem o f  Anhwei P r o v i n c e  
(made a p p l i c a b l e  t o  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  o n  1 A p r i l ) .  I n  t h i s  
d e c i s i o n , t h e  Anhwei M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  Command was t a k e n  
t o  t a s k  b e c a u s e  t h e  26 J a n u a r y  "power-se izure"  i n e : t h e  
p r o v i n c e  had b r o u g h t  a b o u t  n e i t h e r  a  " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  a l l i a n c e w  n o r  a " three-way a l l i a n c e . "  R a t h e r ,  

* P o l i t b u r o  member a n d  V i c e  Premier Tan C h e n - l i n  was 
a c c u s e d  of  b e i n g  t h e  vcommander- in-chief  of t h e  b o u r g e o i s  
a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t  o f  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e s t o r a t i o n "  f o r  
h a v i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  a number of "false power-seizurestg i n  
v a r i o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s .  



t h e  r e s u l t  had been a  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t - s p o n s o r e d  monopoly 
by one  g roup  ( t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  G e n e r a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s ) ,  
whose l e a d e r s  " s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  L e f t i s t  m a s s e s  and r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  c a d r e s  who h e l d  d i f f e r e n t  v iews."  Thus ,  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  o r d e r e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a  M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  Commission 
t o  " t a k e  o v e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  powers i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e , "  
d i r e c t e i d  t h e  Commission t o  f q r e s o l u t e l y  s u p p o r t  a l l  L e f t i s t  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  and "no t  a r b i t r a r i l y  s u p p o r t  o n e  s i d e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  o t h e r , "  anndunced t h a t  "any d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t ;  
a  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n  is c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  must  f i r s t  b e  
approved by t h e  C e n t r a l  [CRG] , '~  and o r d e r e d  t h e  " r e l e a s e  
and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n w  of a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c a d r e s  and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  who had been a r r e s t e d  f o r  
o p p o s i n g  t h e  26 J a n u a r y  t a k e o v e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e i n s t a t e -  
ment o f  s e v e r a l  Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  o r g a n i z a -  
t io is '  t h a t  had been s u p p r e s s e d  some two months e a r l i e r .  
A t  t he ' same  time, a l l  of t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t o l d  t h a t ,  
"where t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p r i n c i p l e , "  t h e y  must be  
r e s o l v e d  by p a c i f i c  means: f ? b e a t i n g  p e o p l e ,  smashing t h i n g s ,  
r o b b i n g ,  r a n s a c k i n g ,  a r r e s t i n g  p e o p l e ,  and v i o l a n t  s t r u g g l e  
a r e  f o r b i d d e n .  " 

I n  sum, t h e  PLA ( t h r o u g h  p r o v i n c i a l  and m u n i c i p a l  
M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  Commissions) was o r d e r e d  t o  ho ld  t h e  l i n e  
u n t i l  g e n u i n e  "thcee-way a l l i a n c e s "  c o u l d  b e  r e a l i z e d  and 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committees e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a s s i s t  t h e  v a r i o u s  
Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  g r o u p s  t o  s e t t l e  t h e i r  
d i s p u t e s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same time e n j o i n e d  f rom u s i n g  f o r c e  
s h o u l d  t h e  compet ing  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e f u s e  t o  u n i t e .  
A s  L i n  P i a o  s p e l l e d  i t  o u t  t o  a  PLA a u d i e n c e  on 30 March: 

Do n o t  be  a f r a i d  of  d i s o r d e r s .  Such t h i n g s  a r e  
n o t  i m p o r t a n t .  Only by hav ing  d i s o r d e r  is i t  
p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  b l a c k  e l e m e n t s ;  t h u s ,  
d i s o r d e r  is a c t u a l l y  a  g r e a t  v i c t o r y  . . . Many 
have  been murdered and many have committed 
s u i c i d e ,  b u t  these still  number less  t h a n  t h o s e  
who l o s e  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  n a t u r a l  c a t a s t r o p h e s ,  
e tc .  Our v i c t o r y  is t h e r e f o r e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  
o u r  l o s s e s  a r e .  Only by t a k i n g  a l l  t h e s e  
l o s s e s  c a n  w e  get t h e  b e s t  s u c c e s s o r s ,  Only - 
t h e  good r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  s u r v i v e  . . . 



. . . t h e  PLA s h o u l d  s h o o t  a s  l i t t l e  a s  
p o s s i b l e ,  b e a t  up  p e o p l e  a s  l i t t l e  a s  pos- 
s i b l e ,  and a r r e s t  a s  few p e o p l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  . . . Never t a k e  any a c t i o n  on your  own 
i n i t i a t i v e  is a  r u l e  t h a t  PLA u n i t s  must 
f o l l o w .  Only a c t  on o r d e r s  from above.  
I t  is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  g i v e  a  d e t a i l e d  
a c c o u n t  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n -  t o  h i g h e r  a u t h o r -  
i t i e s  a s  soon  a s  someth ing  happens .  
However, remember t h a t  a l l  p r o v i n c i a l  
P a r t y  commi t t ees  a r e  r o t t e n  and t h a t  you 
s h o u l d  n o t  l i s t e n  t o  them . . . (emphasis  
added)  * 

F i n a l l y ,  on 6 A p r i l ,  t h e  MAC i s s u e d  a majo r  t e n -  
p o i n t  . d i r e c t i v e ,  p e r s o n a l ' l y  approved by Mao, which i n  e f f e c t  
r e n d e r e d  t h e  PLA t n c a p a b l e  of i n t e r v e n i n g  i n  c o n f l i c t s  
be tween r i v a l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and m a i n t a i n i n g  o r d e r .  
P e r  t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  PLA was f o r b i d d e n  t o q e n  f i r e  on 
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  "be t h e y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r  c o n t r o l l e d  
by r e a c t i o n a r y  e l e m e n t s , "  and was a l lowed  o x y  t o  c o n d u c t  
" p o l i t i c a l  w ~ r k ~ ~ - - i . e . ,  a t t e m p t  t o  p e r s u a d e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  Army was i n s t r u c t e d :  n o t  t o  a r r e s t  anyone u n l e s s  
a p p r o v a l  had been o b t a i n e d  b e f o r e h a n d ;  n o t  t o  r e p r e s s  any 
" r e a c t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  w i t h o u t  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG; n o t  t o . t a k e  any a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  " t h e  
masses  who i n t r u d e d  i n t o  or a s s a u l t e d  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n s  i n  
t h e  p a L t ,  r e g a r . d l e s s  of whe the r  t h e y  a r e  L e f t i s t s ,  middle-  
o f - t h e - r o a d e r s ,  or R i g h t i s t s ; "  t o  report t o  and s e e k  t h e  
a d v i c e  of t h e  C e n t r a l ,  CRG and t h e  PLA/CRG " b e f o r e  t a k i n g  
any i m p o r t a n t   action;^:, t o  ' l s k i l l f u l l y  p e r s u a d e  and e d u c a t e  
[ t h e  Red ~ u a r d s ]  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i m p l y  and c r u d e l y  i s s u e  
o r d e r s ; "  and t o  c o r r e c t  immedia te ly  any  a c t i o n s  o r  s t a n d -  
' i ng  o r d e r s  t h a t  v i o l a t e d  t h e  new d i r e c t i v e .  

*On 7 A p r i l ,  Mao i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  L i n f s  
s p e e c h  "should  be b r o a d c a s t  t o  a l l  p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  
C h i n e s e  PLA and t o  t h e  Red Guards t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y  . . . 11 



T h r e e  d a y s  e a r l i e r ,  Madame Mao had p romised  t h a t  
some of  t h e  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  " m i s t a k e n l y f l . o u t l a w e d  
d u r i n g  J a n u a r y  a n d  F e b r u a r y  would be r e s t o r e d  t o  good 
s t a n d i n g ,  and t h e  6 A p r i l  MAC d i r e c t i v e  e x p l i c i t l y  con-  
demned Chao Yung-fu, f o r m e r  Deputy  Commander o f  t h e  
T s i n g h a i  P r o v i n c i a l  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t ,  a s  a  c o u n t e r -  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  fo r  h i s  " s a v a g e ,  armed s u p p r e s s i o n  of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a s s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  a  number 
of g r o u p s  were r e i n s t a t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  LRH, t h e  "18 
Augus tv  i n  T s i n g h a i ,  and t h e  I n n e r  Mongol ian  T h i r d  Head- 
q u a r t e r s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  o f f i c i a l  media  emphas i zed  
t h e m o e s s i t y  o f  PLA h u m i l i t y  and p r u d e n c e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c a u t i o n e d  t h e  Army t o  beware  o f  t r i c k s  
.by t h e  "handfu l "  who a t t e m p t  t o  e x a g g e r a t e  t h e  d e f e c t s  
o f  t h e  m i l i t a n t s ,  and  i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  a t t a c k r o n  L i u  Shao- 
c h i ,  t h i s  l a t t e r  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s o e c i f i c  
enemy a g a i n s t  wh ich  t h e  e n t i r e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  &eft c o u l d  
u n i t e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  However, t h e  h a t r e d s  t h a t  had been  
g e n e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  "seize-power" p e r i o d  were t o o  deep-  
s e a t e d  t o  be e r a s e d  o r  a s s u a g e d  i n  most  c a s e s ,  and t h e  
PLA had b e e n  r e n d e r e d  i n c a p a b l e  o f  f i r m l y  c h a n n e l i n g  t h e  
Red Guards  and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  d i r e c t i o n  
and a g a i n s t  t h e  c o r r e c t  t a r g e t s .  Thus ,  t h e  r i v a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  f e l l  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  f i g h t i n g  among 
t h e m s e l v e s ,  and  s e v e r a l  of t h e  r e c e n t l y  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t u r n e d  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  t o  s e t t l i n g  a c c o u n t s  
w i t h  t h o s e  m i l i t a r y  commanders who had o u t l a w e p  t h e i r  u n i t s  
and  a r r e s t e d  some o f  t h e i r  members e a r l i e r  o n .  O t h e r  Red 
Guards  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  of t h e  PLArs  i m p o t e n c e  t o  embark o n  
a n o t h e r  r o u n d  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  d e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d  
i n j u c t i o n s  from P e k i n g  t h a t  s u c h  a c t i v i t y  was  f o r b i d d e n  
u n l e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 

A s  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  f i g h t i n g  t h a t  e r u p t e d  a f t e r  t h e  
p r o m u l g a t i o n  of t h e  6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  was l a r g e l y  w i t h i n  
t h e . r a n k s  o f  t h e  r e v o l Q t i o n a r y  L e f t  i t s e l f ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
be tween t h e  m i l i t a n t s  and  t h e - r e m a i n i n g  " b o u r g e o i s w  power- - ' I  ..'. ,? ., , , . . . , . . , . 

. * M i n d f u l  of Chao Yung- fu ' s  f a t e ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  was  
r e l u c t a n t  t o  f i r m l y  resist t h e s e  a s s a u l t s .  



h o l d e r s . *  I n  P e k i n g ,  f o r  example ,  f i g h t i n g  s o o n  b r o k e  
o u t  be tween  s e v e r a l  r i v a l  g r o u p s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  o v e r  which  
o n e s  were t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Red Guard movement on  t h e  
P e k i n g  M u n i c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commit tee (MRC) .I Accord ing  
t o  wall  p o s t e r s ,  a  l a r g e  force f rom t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  
"East- is-Redw r a i d e d  P e i t a  o n  11 and 1 2  A p r i l ,  p r o t e s t i n g  
t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  venomous Madame Nieh Yuan-tzu t o  
t h e  MRC. The  c l a s h  was a p p a r e n t l y  s e v e r e  enough t o  r e q u i r e  
H s i e h  Fu-ch ih  ( M i n i s t e r  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  and  s o o n  a p p o i n t e d  
t o  head t h e  P e k i n g  MRC) t o  o r d e r  t r o o p s  f r o m  t h e  P e k i n g  
g a r r i s o n  t o  e v i c t  t h e  "East- is-Redw d e m o n s t r a t o r s  f rom t h e  
P e i t a  campus. Whekher a c a u s e  o r  a n  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
no "Eas t - i s -Redw l e a d e r  was  named t o  t h e  MRC, a l t h o u g h  t h e  
reet o f  t h e  " b i g  f i v e w - - A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ;  P e i t a ,  T s i n g h u a ,  
a n d  t h e  Normal Col lege- -were  a l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  '"on t h e  MRCf s 
S t a n d i n g  Commit tee  ( w i t h  Madame Nieh  a s  a Vice -cha i rman) .  

The d e v e l o p i n g  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d  
i n  a n  18 A p r i l  e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d  V i g o r o u s l y  Oppose An- 
a r c h i s m , "  p u b l i s h e d  i n  C a p i t a l  Red Guard,  o r g a n  o f  t h e  
P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t i e s  and C o l l e g e s  Red Guard C o n g r e s s .  
" A t  t h i s  t i m e , "  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  began ,  "a r e a c t i o n a r y  a n a r c h i s t  
t r e n d  is s p r e a d i n g  uncheckedv  w i t h  "no u n i f i e d  w i l l  o r  i r o n  
d i s c i p l i n e v  among t h e  Red Guards:  " T h i s  s c h o o l  u n i t e s  w i t h  
o t h e r  s c h o o l s  t o  a t t a c k  still o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  or a s c h o o l  
h a s  s e v e r a l  f a c t i o n s  w h i c h  f i g h t  among t h e m s e l v e s ,  o r  t h i s  
u n i t  a t t a c k s  t h a t  u n i t . "  Four  t y p e s  of Red Guards  were 
s a i d  t o  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  " a n a r c h i s t  t r e n d  ." FWst 
were t h e  m i l i t a n t s  who were o n l y  "keen  o n  f i g h t i n g  c i v i l  - , 

*The p r i n c i p a l  v i c t im  o f  t h e  s h i f t  i n  l i n e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
was Hsu H s i a n g - c h i e n ,  a Vice-cha i rman o f  t h e  MAC and head  
o f  t h e  PLA/CRG. w i t h  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  r e s c i n d e d ,  
Hsu became t h e  s c a p e g o a t  and was r e p l a c e d  a s  head o f  t h e  
PLA/CRG, w i t h  h i s  d u t i e s  assumed by h i s  two d e p u t i e s ,  
Yang Cheng-wu and  H s i a o  Hua. Of c o u r s e ,  Madame Mao con-  
t i n u e d  to  " a d v i s e "  t h e  g r o u p .  

**The r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  d r a w s  h e a v i l y  on  
OCI-D/CH1s C h i n a  P o l i t i c a l  Month ly ,  April-May 1 9 6 7 ,  
d a t e d  5 J u n e  1967 .  



w a r s  and  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  d o w n f a l l ,  t h u s  f o r -  
g e t t i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e . "  Next 
came t h o s e  who were " i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  and d i s c i p l i n e v  and  a g i t a t e d  f o r  " independenceM 
from and c r e a t e d  " s p l i t s "  i n  t h e  P e k i n g  Red Guard C o n g r e s s ,  
knowning f u l l  well  t h a t  t h e  C o n g r e s s  was  " a l r e a d y  i n  power" 
and  t h e  P e k i n g  MRC "abou t  t o  be s e t  up.'' T h i r d ,  t h e r e  
were t h o s e  who " r a i d e d  u n i t s  u n d e r  PLA c o n t r o l  and u n i t s  
u n d e r  L e f t i s t  c o n t r o l . ' '  F o u r t h ,  t h e r e  were Red Guards  
i n t e r e s t e d  s o l e l y  i n  r e b e l l i o n  f o r  its own s a k e .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  Red Guards  t o  
emphas i ze  self-crit icism, s t o p  a t t a c k i n g  t h e i r  f e l l o w s ,  
heed t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG's c a l l  t h a t  t h e y  c a r r y  o u t  a r e c t i f i -  
c a t i o n  campaign  o f  " t h r e e  t o  f iye d a y s  d ~ r a t i o n , ~ '  and  
remember t h a t  " t h e  s e r i o u s  t a s k ' b e f o r e  u s  is, first o f  a l l ,  
t o  d i r ec t  t h e  s p e a r h e a d  of  s t r u g g l e  a t  . . . C h i n a ' s  
Khrushchevn- - i . e . ,  L i u  Shao-chi .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  however ,  
t h e  e d i t o r i a l  e n d e d  n o t  on  t h e  c u s t o m a r y  u p b e a t  o f  "Long 
L i v e  Chairman Mao," b u t  w i t h  t h e  r e s i g n e d  o b s e r v a t i o n  
t h a t  "some comrades  f a i l  t o  t a k e  a d e e p  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s ,  
t h i n k i n g  as t h e y  d o  t h a t  s u c h  t h i n g s  [condemning L i u ,  Teng,  
e t  a14 are l i k e  ' k i l l i n g  a d e a d  t i g e r . q  t' 

A l s o  , a t  t h i s  time, C e n t r a l  CRG and o t h e r  l e a d e r s  
were busy  m e e t i n g  w i t h  PLA commanders and  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  . 
o f  t h e  c o m p e t i n g  Red Guard and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  f rom t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and  major c i t i es .  However, 
t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  p roved  d i f f i c u l t  t o  h a n d l e .  They knew 
t h a t  t h e  PLA had been  o r d e r e d  t o  l a y  o f f ,  and  t h e y  r e f u s e d  
t o  a c c e p t  and  obey  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and  u n i t e  w i t h  r i v a l ,  b u t  
a l s o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  g r o u p s .  Kang Sheng  was s o  d i s g u s t e r  
w i t h  t h e  c a t e r w a u l s  of  one  o u t f i t  t h a t  h e  r e t o r t e d ,  
" I f  you d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  what  I ' m  s a y i n g ,  b e a t  it:" T h a t  
s u c h  a p o w e r f u l  f i g u r e  a s  Kang c o u l d  be o p e n l y  d e f i e d  by 
t h e  Red Guards--and p r o v i n c i a l  Red G u a r d s  summoned t o  
P e k i n g ,  a t  t h a t - - i n d i c a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  o b e d i e n c e  was 
no  l o n g e r  t o  be g a i n e d  by s i m p l e  f i a t .  

I t  was amid s u c h  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  t h e  P e k i n g  MRC-- 
o s t e n s i b l y  b a s e d  o n  a  t r u e  ' s three-way a l l i a n c e " - - w a s  
f o r m a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  20 A p r i l .  



C. Mao T r i e s  t o  Have i t  Both Ways 

A s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  s i t ua t ion - -  
i n c r e a s i n g  c o n f l i c t s  among " revolu t ionary1 '  o rgan iza t ions ,  
s p l i t s  w i t h i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  work s toppages ,  and t h e  r e l a -  
t i v e  l a c k  of s u c c e s s  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  PRCs and MRCs (Peking 
was on ly  t h e  s i x t h ,  w i t h  twenty- three y e t  t o  be se t  up)-- 
a renewed y e t  modest a t tempt  t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e  Red Guards and 
Revolut ionary Rebels began i n  e a r l y  May. The C e n t r a l  CRG 
had a l r e a d y  ordered  t h e  Red Guards t o  under take  a b r i e f  
pe r iod  of r e c t i f i c a t i o n  t r a i n i n g ,  w i t h  an a s s i s t  from t h e  
PLA. On 7 May, Mao ordered  L in  P i a o  t o  see t h a t  two weeks 
of s i m i l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n  was g iven  t o  Armynunits, thereby  
f u r t h e r  d imin ish ing  t h e  status1:of t h e  PLA i n  t h e  eyes  of 
t h e  Red Guards, f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  cou ld  n o t  whip t h e  young 
m i l i t a n t s  i n t o  shape w h i l e  s imu l t aneous ly  undergoing 
r e c t i f i c a t i o n  i t s e l f .  

Add i t i ona l  d i r e c t i v e s  were i s sued  o rde r ing  Red 
Guards who were l i a i s i n g  without  C e n t r a l  CRG a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
t o  r e t u r n  immediately t o  t h e i r  s c h o o l s ,  but  by and l a r g e  
they  were ignored.  Cont ingents  from Tsinghua and Peking 
Avia t ion  I n s t i t u t e  were a i d i n g  t h e  LRH i n  T i b e t ;  non-local 
Red Guards f l ocked  i n t o  Canton; r a i l  ou tages  and v i o l e n t  
c l a s h e s  occur red  i n  t h e  llmodel province" of ~ e i l u n ~ k i a n ~ f  
e l i t e  u n i t s  from Peking and elsewhere--probably under 
o rde r s  from t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG--returned t o  Szechwan t o  
suppor t  t h e  "26 August East-is-Redv1 and t o  Honan i n  suppor t  
of t h e  7 February Commune ( t h e  v i o l e n c e  and d e s t r u c t i o n  
i n  Chengchow appears  t o  have been p a r t i c u l a r l y  severe). 

On 27 May, a  People ' s  Da i ly  e d i s b r i a l  announced 
t h a t  Mao had p e r s o n a l l y  appro= r e c e n t  Peking MRC n o t i c e  
g i v i n g  t h e  PLA " a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
s t r u g g l e  by c o e r c i o n  o r  f o r c e , "  and s t a t e d  unequivocal ly  
t h a t  " a l l  depar tments  concerned must comply, and disobedi-  
ence  w i l l  n o t  be allowed.ll On 6 June ,  a j o i n t  o rde r  from 
' t he  C e n t r a l  Committee, S t a t e  Counci l ,  C e n t r a l  CRG, and 
t h e  MAC expanded upon t h e  Peking MRC d i r e c t i v e  and pro- 
h i b i t e d  t h e  fo l lowing  a c t i v i t i e s :  i l l e g a l  a r r e s t s  and 



t r i a l s ;  s e i z u r e ,  removal o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of o f f i c i a l  
documents.; i n t e r f e r e n c e  wi th  s t a t e  p rope r ty ;  armed 
s t r u g g l e s  and bea t ings ;  i n t r a -  and i n t e r - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
c o n f l i c t s ;  and i l l e g a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of groups o r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  and c o n f i s c a t i o n  of t h e i r  p roper ty .  Local  
PLA g a r r i s o n s  were made r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  enforcement. 

A l though- the  6 June  d i r e c t i v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  
v i o l a t o r s  would be d e a l t  w i th  s e v e r e l y ,  i t  d i d  no t  
a u t h o r i z e  t h e  PLA t o  open f i r e  on groups t h a t  d E e g a r d e d  

' t h e  o r d e r ,  nor  d i d  i t  command t h e  Red Guards and Revolh- 
t i o n a r y  Rebels t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  weapons. Without such 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  t h e  PLA d i d  no t  have t h e  f i n a l  l l convincer ,w 
and t h e  t t r evo lu t iona ry  L e f t t t  cont inued  its f r a t r i c i d a l  war. 



VIII. THE LONG HOT SUMMER 

S h a n g h a i  is c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p l a c e  where  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  a c h i e v e d  t h e  best 
r e s u l t s .  If S h a n g h a i  is l i k e  t h i s ,  you 
c a n  i m a g i n e  what  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is l i k e  i n  
o t h e r  p l a c e s .  . . God o n l y  knows how many 
p e o p l e  h a v e  been  k i l l e d .  T h i s  is r e a l l y  
a  w o r l d  f u l l  o f  t e r r o r !  

--A S h a n g h a i  r e s i d e n t ,  17 J u n e  1967 

i 

A.  The V t o l e n c e  C o n t i n u e s .  

A l though  p r o f e s s i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e ,  
i n  r e a l i t y  t h e  Red Guards  and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels l a r g e l y  
d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e  o r d e r .  The bitter f a c t i o n a l  d i s p u t e s  a n d  
v i o l e n t  c o n f l i c t s  i n  many p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  showed 
c l e a r l y  t h a t  few g r o u p s  were w i l l i n g  t o  s t o p  f i g h t i n g  be- 
f o r e  t h e y  had a s s e r t e d  t h e i r  w r e v o l u t i o n a r y t f  p r imacy  by  
d e f e a t i n g  t h e i r  r i v a l s .  I n  p o i n t  of f a c t ,  however ,  
l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c h a r a c t e r "  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r i t y  by now 
had l i t t l e  t o  d o  w i t h  many of the b l o o d y  c o n f l i c t s  f o u g h t  
d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1967. To be s u r e ,  Red Guards  would 
d e s c r i b e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  " g e n u i n e  L e f t i s t s "  and  t h e i r  op- 
p o n e n t s  as  " c o n s e r v a t i v e s "  o r  l ~counterrevo lu t ionar i e s ,"  
b u t ,  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  Mao t s  p r e v i o u s  p o l i c y  r e v e r s a l s ,  of 
t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  g r o u p s  and  t h e  f a l l  f rom 
f a v o r  of o t h e r s ,  and of t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  b r e a k -  
down of p u b l i c  o r d e r ,  s u c h  terms had l o s t  much o f  t h e i r  
meaning  and  become l i t t l e  more t h a n  c a t c h  p h r a s e s .  

N o t  a  few members o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  made 
i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e i r  a v e r r i d i n g  c o n c e r n  was t o  s e c u r e  
fo r  t h e m s e l v e s  a  p l a c e  i n  t h e  new o r d e r .  F o r  example ,  
o n e  P e k i n g  Red Guard opposed  a n y  move t o  u n i t e  t h e  v a r i o u s  
f a c t i o n s  b e c a u s e ,  a s  h e  p u t  i t ,  "1 want  t o  be a  l e a d e r  
a n d  fear  tha t ' ,  i f  t h e  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e  s w a l l o w s  u p  my combat  



c o r p s ,  I w i l l  l o s e  my p o s i t i o n . "  I n  a n o t h e r  c a s e ,  a  Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  i n  Chengtu (Szechwan) was r e s e n t f u l  of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  g r o u p  had been a s s i g n e d  a  
f e w  more s l o t s  on  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  PRC t h a n  its opponen t ,  
t h e  l a t t e r  had been awarded t h e  more r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s :  

Now we're i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  s t a g e  and wetm 
a r r a n g e d  l i k e  t h i s .  .What  w i l l  w e  d o  when 
i t 's  time t o  a c t u a l l y  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  Committee? We'll have no power, 
s o  w e  must  c r u s h  t h e m  now b e f o r e  i t ' s  t o o  
l a t e .  

I n  Kwangtung, 1 I - .  
I many o f  t h e  u r a d i c a l s l t  
were a t  - t h e  bo t tom of  t h e  econbmic l a d d e r .  F o r  example ,  

c o n t r a c t / t e m p o r a r y  workers  opposed t h e  
a s t  Wlna f ac t lo I !  because  t h e  l a ' t t e r ' s  membership i n c l u d e d  

many s t a t e  f a c t o r y  workers  w h o  r e c e i v e d  h i g h e r  pay and 
f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s .  Thus ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t / t e m p o r a r y  w o r k e r s  
s o u g h t  t o  "seize powgr" i n  o r d e r  t o  "ga in  b e t t e r  j o b s  and 

, more m a t e r i a l  b e n e f i t s . "  T h a t  t h i s  was "economismw was 
i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l .  I 

I \ wizn zne  YLA unaDle t o  a c t  d e c i s i v e l y  because  
o f  t h e  c o k s t r a i n t s  o f  t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  Red Guards 
and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  m u r d e r o u s ~ a c t i -  
v i t i e s . *  

*A good example o f  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e s e  c o n s t r a i n t s  is 
provi ,ded by an  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  t o o k . p l a c e  on 1 J u l y  i n  
Kanhsien ,  K i a n g s i  P r o v i n c e .  On. t h a t  d a t e ,  some 10,000 
p e o p l e  invaded  t h e  l o c a l  a i r p o r t ,  f o r c i n g  i t  t o  suspend  
o p e r a t i o n s .  However, r a t h e r  t h a n  c r a c k  down on t h e  mob, 
Kanhsien  o f f i c i a l s  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  do  no th ' ing ,  even  
i f ,  t h e y  were " r e v i l e d  and b e a t e n . "  



The basic p r o b l e m  a p p e a r s  t o  have been  Mao's 
r e l u c t a n c e  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  much of t h e  f i g h t i n g  
was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  " a n t a g o n i s t i c  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s w  w i t h i n  
t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  l f r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t v  i t s e l f .  T r  
i n s t e a d  of o r d e r i n g  t h e  PLA t o  move e f f e c t i v e l y  a g a i n s t  
t h e  t r o u b l e m a k e r s ,  M a o t s  p o l i c y  t h r o u g h o u t  J u n e  and  m o s t  
o f  J u l y  was ( a )  t o  summon r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  h o s t i l e  
f a c t i o n s  t o  P e k i n g  where - - i t  was hoped--they would work 
o u t  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  and  (b)  t o  d i s p a t c h  d e l e g a t i o n s  o f  
C e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  t o  sett le d i s p u t e s  and  
p romote  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s l 1  
among compe t ing  Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s ,  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  " t h r e e -  
way a l l i a n c e s 1 '  of R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels, PLA, and  " revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  l e a d i n g  c a d r e s , "  t h u s  making p o s s i b l e  t h e  forma- * , %  

t i o n '  o f  a  new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y 1 '  o r g a n  of power. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t t e m p t s  were made t o  r e o p e n  t h e  u n i -  
v e r s i t i e s  a n d  c o l l e g e s ,  w i t h  t h e  P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  
s e l e c t e d  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  t h e  back  t o  s c h o o l  movement on  3 
J u l y .  However, i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  e v e n t ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  
of 5 J u l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  " r e o p e n i n g  of t h e  s c h o o l  d o e s  
n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  [ a c a d e m i c ]  
s t u d i e s ;  i t  means t h a t  i t  w i l l  c o n d u c t  s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m -  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  '' " S t r u g g l e - c k i  t i~isrn~~ was t o  b e  emphas i zed  
u n t  il mid- Ju ly  , t h e n  l l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n l l  stressed u n t i l  1 
S e p t e m b e r ,  a t  wh ich  t i m e  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  s t i l l  o n  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  would  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  and  r e s u m e  t h e i r  
r e g u l a r  s t u d i e s .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were none  t o o  
happy a b o u t  r e t u r n i n g  t o  s c h o o l ,  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  
a c c o u n t  s a i d  t h e y  " c o n s i d e r  t h e  s c h e d u l e  t o  be too t i g h t  
and  too r i g i d , "  and a d m i t t e d  t h a t  "many p r o b l e m s  s t i l l  
r e m a i n  t o  be  se t t led  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was n o t  enough  time 
a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n s  were i n a d e q u a t e  ..." 

A t  t h e  P e k i n g  G e o l o g i c a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  w h i c h  r e o p e n e d  
o n  4 J u l y ,  a s i m i l a r  s c h e d u l e  was announced ,  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  t h e r e  would d e v o t e  t h e  l a s t  t e n s  
d a y s  o f  August t o  d r a w i n g  u p  a  new c u r r i c u l u m  which  would  
t h e n  be i n t r o d u c e d  o n  a t r i a l  b a s i s  on 1 Sep tember .  As 
of 13 J u l y ,  a t  l eas t  n i n e t e e n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  educa-  
t i o n  had r e o p e n e d  i n  P e k i n g ,  f i v e  i n  S h a n g h a i ,  s e v e n  i n  
S h a n t u n g ,  and  f o u r  i n  H e i l u n g k i a n g .  



I f  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a t  P e i t a  and T s i n g h u a  p r o v i d e  any  
c r i t e r i a ,  however ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  
a t  many of t h e  r e o p e n e d  s c h o o l s .  1 1 
I I 

I 
s e v e r e  r l g n t l n g  e r u p t e d  a t  P e i t a  o n  'l J u l y  

e t w e e n  Nieh  u a n - t z u l s  g r o u p  and a  r i v a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
l e d  by P e i t a  Vice P r e s i d e n t  Chou Pe i -yuan .  F o u r  p e o p l e  
were s a i d  t o  h a v e  been  k i l l e d  and a n  a d d i t i o n a l  t h r e e  
h u n d r e d  s e r i o u s l y  wounded. By t h e  e a r l y  h o u r s  o f  9 J u l y ,  
t h e  f i g h t i n g  had become so  s e r i o u s  t h a t  Madame Nieh  had 
t o  c a l l  f o r  h e l p  from Chen Po- t a ,  P e i t a l s  P r e s i d e n t  a s  
w e l l  a s  head of t h e  Fentral  CRG. Chen r e m a i n e d  on  t h e  
campus u n t i l  4 a . m . ,  a n d  was a p p a r e n t l y  a b l e  t o  r e s t o r e  
some d e g r e e  o f  calm. 

' Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  however ,  c l a s h e s  b r o k e  o u t  a g a i n  
a f t e r  Chou P e i - y u a n ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h e l d  a  mass  r a l l y  i n  
memory o f  a n  a n t i - N i e h  c o e d  who had commi t t ed  s u i c i d e .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Madame N i e h ' s  crowd was  m e e t i n g  a t  an- 
o t h e r  s t a d i u m  o n  t h e  campus,  and Chou s e n t  some o f  h i s  
p e o p l e  t o  t a p e  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s .  They were s p o t t e d  and  
a n o t h e r  f i g h t  s t a r t e d ,  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  w o r k e r s  j o i n i n g  t h e  
f r a y .  Aga in ,  Chen Po- ta  was  c a l l e d  i n  t o  h e l p [  - 

I 

An brier, t h e  back t o  
c n o o l  movement seems t o  have  o n e  l i t t l e  more t h a n  re- 

strict t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  Red Guard v i o l e n c e ;  i t  c e r t a i n l y  
d i d  n o t  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  v i o l e n c e  i t s e l f .  

B, The Wuhan I n c i d e n t  and  i ts A f t e r m a t h  

As n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  J u n e  and  J u l y  saw g r o u p s  o f  Cen- 
t r a l  l e a d e r s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e s o l v e  c o n f l i c t s  be tween  
h o s t i l e  Red Guard and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  g r o u p s  i n  v a r i o u s  
p r o v i n c e s .  One s u c h  c o n t i n g e n t - - h e a d e d  by H s i e h  Fu-ch ih  
a n d  Wang L i  and i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  Red F l a g i s t s  f r o m  t h e  
P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e - - v i s i t e d  Yunnan and  Szechwan 
i n  l a t e  J u n e  and e a r l y  J u l y .  On 26 J u n e ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Committee had i s s u e d  a s i x - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e ,  d r a f t e d  by 
Kang Sheng and a p p r o v e d  by Mao and  L i n  P i a o ,  w h i c h  o r d e r e d  



r i v a l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Yunnan t o  se t t l e  t h e i r  d i f -  
f e r e n c e s  p e a c e g u l l y ,  c e a s e  s t e a l i n g  weapons, and s t o p  
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  PLA. On 3 J u l y ,  Hs ieh  and Wang a d d r e s s e d  
a  j o i n t  Kunming r a l l y  o f  t h e  ma jo r  c o n t e n d i n g  f a c t i o n s  
i n  Yunnan Prov ince - - the  "23 August  Corps1? and t h e  I1Yun- 
nan Thought of  Mao Tse- tung Bombardiers1'--and informed 
them t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n ' s  m i s s i o n  was t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  Yunnanese g r o u p s  obeyed t h e  26 J u n e  o r d e r  ( t o  which 
b o t h  f a c t i o n s  had a s s e n t e d  a  few d a y s  e a r l i e r ) .  

I n  mid-July ,  H s i e h l s  d e l e g a ' t i o n  moved 6 n  t o  Wuhan, 
and i t  was i n  t h e  Hupei  c a p i t a l  t h a t  e v e n ' t s  t r a n s p i r e d .  
which  moved t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  its most l e f t i s t  
s t a g e  t o  d a t e .  [ I ~ u h a n ,  an  i m p o r t a n t  indus -  
t r i a l  c e n t e r  and' major  hub oh t h e  nor th - sbu th r . . r a i l  l i n e ,  
I 1 had been t h e  s c e n e  o f  v i o l e n t  
b r a s n e s  and w i d e s p r e a d ' w o r k  s t o p p a g e s  s i n c e  e a r l y  J u n e  

t h e  PLA and p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  forces were f o r b i d d e n  
: z d i W v e n e .  1 I 

L I 

The c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and c h a i n  o f  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  up  
to the Wuhan I n c i d e n t  a r e  still o b s c u r e ,  for  e x  p o s t  f a c t o  
RedtGuard a c c o u n t s  c o n t r a d i c t  e a c h  o t h e r  on  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s .  
However, i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  H s i e h l s  d e l e g a t i o n  f a c e d  a  d i f -  
f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  t h a n  had e x i s t e d ,  f o r  example ,  i n  Yunnan. 
I n  Yunnan, H s i e h  and Wang had l a b o r e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a n  
a l l i a n c e  between two h o s t i l e  m a s s : o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  were 
b o t h  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG t o  be  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y . "  - 
I n  t h e  Wuhan c a s e ,  t h e  C e n t e r  o p t e d  f o r  o n e  s i d e  i n  t h e  
f r a c a s  by d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  l1Mil1ion Heroesf1 
--an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  a  membership r e p o r t e d l y  i n  t h e  ne igh-  
borhood o f  500,000 w o r k e r s  s t u d e n t s ,  and cadres--was a 
t t ~ o n s e r v a t i v e l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  opponen t s - - the  
"Three  S t e e l s f 1  (mainly  w o r k e r s )  and t h e  "Three News1 '  
( u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ) - - w e r e  n r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  who had been 
e r r o n e o u s l y  s u p p r e s s e d  i n  March by Chen T s a i - t a o ,  head 
o f  t h e  Wuhan M i l i t a r y  Region.  



Chou E n - l a i  was a l r e a d y  i n  Wuhan a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
hammer o u t  a s e t t l e m e n t  when H s i e h ,  Wang, and  t h e i r  en-  
t o u r a g e  a r r i v e d  o n  14 J u l y .  Having i n f o r m e d  t h e  M i l i t a r y  , 

Reg ion  commanders of t h e  C e n t e r ' s  d e c i s i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  Chou r e t u r n e d  t o  P e k i n g  
t h a t  same d a y ,  l e a v i n g  H s i e h  and  Wang t o  see t h a t  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  was  c a r r i e d  o u t .  

T h a t  e v e n i n g ,  H s i e h  and  Wang v i s i t e d  Hupei  Univer -  
s i t y  and  a s s u r e d  t h e  Red Guards  and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  
t h a t  t h e y  had the s u p p o r t  of Mao, L i n ,  and  t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG. The  n e x t  d a y ,  members of t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  h o l d i n g  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  i n  honor  of  t h e  v i s i t o r s  
were r e p o r t e d l y  ambushed by t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroes," l e a v i n g  
e i g h t  p e o p l e  d e a d  a n d  a "few dozen" s e r i o u s l y  wounded. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  H s i e h  and Wang c o n t i n u e d  o n  t h e i r  a p p o i n t e d  
r o u n d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a v i s i t  on t h e  1 6 t h  t o  t h e  l fHeroes"  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Even t h o u g h  t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroesw had been  a d j u g e d  
a  " c o n s e r v a t i v e w  f a c t i o n ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  
n o t  t h e n  c o n s i d e r  i t  t o  be beyond t h e  p a l e .  Wang s t a t e d  
t h e  m o w i n g  d a y  t h a t  he  and  H s i e h  had a s k e d  t h e  g r o u p  
t o  s t o p  t h e i r  armed attacks and "demagogic propaganda" 
and t o  d i s m a n t l e  t h e i r  " d e f e n s e  works , "  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  
o r d e r  t h e  "Heroes" t o  d i s b a n d :  

We t o l d  them t h a t  t h e y  mus t  n o t  u s e  t h e  work- 
ers a n d  s o l d i e r s  who e n t e r e d  t h e  c i t y  f o r  
armed f i g h t s ,  t h a t  t h e y  must  n o t  i n c i t e  t h e  
p e a s a n t s  t o  come t o  t h e  c i t y ,  t h a t  t h e y  must  
n o t  s t o p  veh ic1 , e s  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e y  
must  p u l l  down a l l  s e n t r y  p o s t s ,  s u r r e n d e r  
o r  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  weapons ,  a n d  g u a r a n t e e  t h e .  .. 
r i g h t s  of p e o p l e  whose o p i n i o n s  d i f f e r  from 
t h e i r  own. 

On t h e  1 7 t h ,  H s i e h  and  Wang a g a i n  met w i t h  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  "Three  S t e e l s , "  and  o n e  member o f  t h e  
C e n t r a l  d e l e g a t i o n  i m p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroes1'  had 
t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  v i s i t o r s  when he  n o t e d ,  "No t h r e a t s  of 
b e a t i n g s  c a n  make u s  l e a v e ,  f o r  we a r e  n o t  a f r a i d  o f  



criticisms. 

T h a t  d i d  it. One o f  t h e  PLA commanders was r e p o r t e d l y  
so  i n f u r i a t e d  a t  t h i s  order t h a t  he wa lked  o u t  of t h e ,  
m e e t i n g ,  c a l l e d  o u t  h i s  t r o o p s  a n d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  members 
of t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroes , l l  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  i n  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  H s i e h  and  
Wang. 

b e i n g  i n j u r e d .  I f  we go, you may be p l a c e d  i n  a p a s s i v e  
p o s i t i o n , "  A t  t h e  same time, H s i e h  t o l d  t h e  l ~ r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r i e s l l  t o  try t o  r e a c h  a n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroes" 
o n  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  26 J u n e  s i x - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  or " a g r e e  
o n  as  many p o i n t s  a s  you c a n . "  F a i l i n g  t h a t ,  t h e y  were 
u r g e d  t o  i s s u e  a  u n i l a t e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  f o r s w e a r i n g  t h e  u s e  
o f  f o r c e .  

A l t h o u g h  b o t h  H s i e h  a n d  Wang t o o k  p a i n s  t o  b u t t e r  
u p  t h e  R e b e l s ,  t h e y  made it c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  were f a i r l y  
d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  good g u y s  too: 

I t  d o e s n ' t  h e l p :  y o u r  c a u s e  i f  you c a l l  them 
" M i l l i o n  B a n d i t s . "  You w o n ' t  get  anywhere  
b y  c u r s i n g  them. You p e o p l e  of Hupe i  h a v e  
gone  t o o  f a r  i n  s c o l d i n g  o t h e r s .  . . [DO] n o t  
have  a low-grade  and  v u l g a r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t y l e .  After a l l ,  jaou a r e  u n i v e r s i t y  
s t u d e n t s . . .  It 's wrong t o  d e s c r i b e  PLA 
s o l d i e r s  as  pock-marked [ i . e . ,  m a - p ' i ,  o n e  
o f  t h e  more e f f e c t i v e  i n s u l t s  i n  ~ h i n e s e ] .  

And t h e  R e b e l s 1  responses- -"Blood d e b t s  mus t  be r e p a i d .  .., 
for  t h e  s t r u g g l e  be tween  t h e  t w o  l i n e s  l e a v e s  no room 
f o r  compromise"--must have  a n g e r e d  t h e  two l e a d e r s  e v e n  
more. They a d j o u r n e d  t h e  s e s s i o n  a t  2 : 2 5  a.m. 

On t h e  1 9 t h ,  t h e  team f rom P e k i n g  met w i t h  l e a d e r s  
o f  t h e  Wuhan M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n  and  t o l d  them: 

The * M i l l i o n  H e r o e s v  is a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  a s s e s s i n g  t h i s  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n .  t h e  m i l i t a r y  command made a  m i s -  
t a k e .   he l e a d e r s  of t h e  command s h o u l d  
c o n f e s s  t o  t h e  Red Guards  and  t h e  r e v o l u -  - 
t i o n a r v  m a s s e s  a t  o n c e  and  c o n d u c t  s e l f -  



T h a t  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  " M i l l i o n  H e r o e s , "  emboldened by 
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  and e q u i p p e d  l i k e  a m e d i e v a l  
goon s q u a d  ( k n i v e s ,  s p e a r s ,  s t ee l  h e l m e t s ) ,  mounted an- 
o t h e r  p r o t e s t  i n  f r o n t  o f ? t h e  h o s t e l  w h e r e  t h e  v i s i t i n g  
d e l e g a t i o n  was  s t a y i n g .  By t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morn ing ,  t h e  
h o s t e l  was s u r r o u n d e d  by t h e    he roe^,'^ r e p o r t e d l y  a c t i n g  
i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  s o l d i e r s  f rom a  l o c a l  ELA u n i t .  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  Chen T s a i - t a o  v i s i t e d  t h e  s c e n e  
and  a p p a r e n t l y  d e c i d e d  t o  l e t  H s i e h  a n d  Wang g e t  a  t a s t e  
of wha t  i t  was l i k e  t o  b e  o n  the r e c e i v i n g  e n d ,  f o r  h e  
, t o l d  them, "They [ t h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s ]  are beyond o u r  con-  
t r o l .  D e a l  w i t h  them y o u r s e l v e s . "  

H s i e h  a n d  Wang, ,of fe red  t o  meet w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  of t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroesw t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day ,  b u t  t h e  
d e m o n s t r a t o r s  would  n o t  be p u t  o f f .  The v i s i t o r s  were 
t a k e n  o u t  i n t o  t h e  h o s t e l  g a r d e n  and  b e a t e n  u p ;  r e p o r t -  
e d l y ,  H s i e h ' s  s e c r e t a r y  was f a t a l l y  s t a b b e d .  H s i e h  was 
t h e n  u n c e r e m o n i o u s l y  d e p o s i t e d  i n  h i s  room; Wang L i  was 
removed t o  t h e  M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w h e r e  he 
was bounced  a r o u n d  i n  t h e  gymnasium f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  
a n d  t h e n  d e t a i n e d  unde r  g u a r d .  

A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
r e a c h e d  P e k i n g ,  t h e  E a s t  C h i n a  Sea  F l e e t  was p l a c e d  on  
a l e r t ,  s e v e r a l  v e s s e l s  were d i s p a t c h e d  u p  r i v e r ,  and  
Chou E n - l a i  r e t u r n e d  t o  Wuhan t o  s e c u r e  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  
H s i e h  and  Wang. Chou was s u c c e s s f u l - - r e p o r t e d l y ,  ele- 
m e n t s  of t h e  Communist C h i n e s e  A i r  F o r c e  were i n s t r u m e n t a l  
i n  r e s c u i n g  t h e  d e t a i n e e s - - a n d  t h e  b a t t e r e d  d e l e g a t i o n ,  
accompanied  by t h e  Premier, a r r i v e d  b a c k  i n  P e k i n g  on t h e  
morn ing  o f  t h e  22nd.  

The  M a o i s t s '  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  was 
s w i f t :  Chen T s a i - t a o  was i m m e d i a t e l y  o r d e r e d  t o  P e k i n g ,  
a c c u s e d  b e f o r e  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, s t r u g g l e d  a t  a mass r a l l y ,  
and  b u s t e d  ; t h e  revamped Wuhan M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n  command 



i s s u e d  a  p u b l i c  self-criticism d i s s o c i a t i n g  i tself  f rom 
Chen; and t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroes" was condemned a s  "counter .-  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  "0 

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  r e a c t i o n  was e x t r e m e .  On 
21 J u l y ,  Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng were s a i d  to  have t o l d  
a Red Guard a u d i e n c e  t h a t  armed l v c o n s e r v a t i v e s "  were march- 
i n g  f rom Szechwan and Hupei  t o  l i n k  up  w i t h  t h e i r  a l l i e s  
i n  Honan. On t h e  22nd,  t h e  d a y  d H s i e h  and"Wangts "tri- 
umphant" r e t u r n ,  Madame Mao d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  masses  c a n  u s e  weapons i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e . "  Her s t a t e -  
ment was f o l l o w e d  by a series of p r e s s  a t t a c k s  on  t h e  
PLA, c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  an e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  1 A u g u s t i i s s u e  
o f  Red F l a g  which s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  movement t o  "over th row 
a n d x s a i t  ... t h e  h a n d f u l  of top  p e r s o n s  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  i n  t h e  P a r t y  and t h e  army" 
now " r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  s t r u g g l e . ' '  

F i n a l l y ,  on 9 Augus t ,  L in  P i a o  i s s u e d  a major  
d i r e c t i v e  t o  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n s  ' 

and M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t s  who were i n  Pek ing  t o  r e c e i v e  ' 

orders i n  t h e  wake of t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t .  Again and 
a g a i n ,  L i n  warned t h e  commanders t h a t  ' I the masses  must  
n o t  b e  s u p p r e s s e d v  and o r d e r e d  them, "even i f  you t h i n k  
your  i d e a s  a r e  c o r r e c t  o r  t h a t  y o u ' r e  c l e v e r , "  t o  " s e e k  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from and r e p o r t  t o  ... Mao, t h e  C e n t r a l  Com- 
mittee, and t h e  Ce 
l a r g e  or s m a l l .  . . " 
t h e  PLA &en more 

n t r , a l  CRG" b e f o r e  a c t i n g  on "any m a t t e r ,  
I n  effect ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  r e n d e r e d .  

i n c a p a b l e  n o t  o n l y  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  
order, b u t  a l s o  o f  d e f e n d i n g  i t s e l f  a g a i n s t  a t t a c k s  by 
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses , "  and L i n  made i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  



t h a t  t h o s e  commanders who d i s o b e y e d  t h i s  l a t e s t  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n  would be  d e a l t  w i t h  s e v e r e l y .  

And t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  order9 "Our s t a t e  
machine ,"  he s a i d ,  "has  many t h i n g s  which a r e  c a p i t a l i s t  
and r e v i s i o n i s t  and its f a l l  c a n ' t  d o  any harm. L e t  i t  
f a l l . "  

The c a l l  o f  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  "handful ' l  i n  t h e  P a r t y  
and t h e  army, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  p l a c e d  upon 
t h e  PLA by L i n ' s  d i r e c t i v e ,  r e d u c e d  China t o  a  s t a t e  of  
n e a r  c h a o s .  I n  S h a n g h a i ,  o n e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  " P a r t y  handfu l "  t o  mean t h e  Muni- 
c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committee and "kidnapped and merci- 
l e s s l y  a s s a u l t e d "  s e v e r a l  Committee members and "PLA 
comrades .  " T .  I n  Nanning (Kwangsi) , r i v a l  Red Guard f a c t i o n s  ,; 

are r e p o r t e d  t o  have p l u n d e r e d  r o c k e t s  and o t h e r  o r d n a n c e  
d e s t i n e d  f o r  Nor th  Vietnam from a  l o c a l  s t o r a g e  d e p o t .  
I n  Chengtu (Szechwan), t h e  p o s t  and t e l ecommunica t ions  
o f f i c e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels were u s i n g  
"machine g u n s ,  t a n k s ,  and a r t i l l e r y w - - w h i c h  was c r e d i b l e ,  
i n  view o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many R e b e l s  were ex-servicemen.  
I n  P e k i n g ,  u l t r a - m i l i t a n t s  moved a g a i n s t  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  
Chen Y i  and o t h e r  m i n i s t r y  h e a d s ,  and were i n c i t e d  t o  a t -  
t a c k  s e v e r a l  f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n s . *  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Madame's 
" a t t a c k  by r e a s o n ,  de fend  by f o r c e 1 '  d i c tum,  t h e  M a o i s t s  
were p r o c e e d i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  weapons t o  f a v o r e d  Red Guard 
and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  f a c t i o n s .  By mid-August,  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  P e k i n g  were g i v e n  weapons: 
A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  Red F l a g  ("more t h a n  2,500 r i f l e m e n " ) ,  
Ts inghua  Chingkangshan (500 ' ' s e l e c t e d  f i g h t e r s 1 ' ) ,  and 
t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  "East- is-Red." O t h e r  g r o u p s  i n  
Nanchang ( K i a n g s i )  and Foochow (Fuk ien)  r e c e i v e d  C e n t r a l  
Committee a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  b e a r  arms.  

*See POLO X X X I ,  Mao's Red Guard Diplomacy: 1967. 



The c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  s u c h  a  move were t o  b e  e x p e c t e d .  
A s  was t h e  case t h e  p r e c e d i m g  autumn--when t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  Red Guards  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  embark upon t h e  i n i t i a l  
r o u n d  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  t o o k  o f f  anyway a f t e r  t h e y  
o b s e r v e d  o r  h e a r d  o f  t b e : a d v e n t u r e s  o f  t h e  e l i t e  groups--  
t h o s e  Red Guards  a n d  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels who were f o r -  
b i d d e n  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d )  t o  t a k e  u p  arms  
began  t o  seize weapons  f rom t h e  PLA. And, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  
PLA was u n d e r  strict o r d e r s  n o t  t o  resist a n y  i n i t i a t i v e  
o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses"  w i t h o u t  c h e c k i n g  w i t h  P e k i n g .  
Thus ,  t h e  young f a n a t i c s  p u t  a s i d e  t h e i r  c l u b s  and  k n i v e s ,  
a n d  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p u r s u i t  of t h e i r  v e n d e t t a s  w i t h  more 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  weapons ,  

.I. . .  

c." ~ ' h &  S i t u a t i o n  i n  Can ton  

Bo th  camps c l a i m  t o  be o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  C h a i r -  
man Mao, b u t  who is t o  t e l l  w h i c h  is t r u e  
and  w h i c h  is f a l s e ?  S i n c e  t h e r e  is no  
t h i r d  way t o  f o l l o w ,  I had t o  c h o o s e  be tween 
t h e  two.  . . I am r e a l l y  l u c k y  i f  I have  
c h o s e n  c o r r e c t l y ;  i f  I am wrong,  t h e n  my 
f u t u r e  w i l l  be .doomed. 

--A C a n t o n  r e f i n e r y  w o r k e r ,  24 Augus t  1967  

By l a t e  J u l y ,  Can ton  was i n  a s t a t e  of a n a r c h y .  
The two m a j o r  a l l i a n c e s  i n  Canton-- the  E a s t  Wind (com- 
posed  o f  some f o u r t e e n - o d d  f a c t i o n s )  and  t h e  Red F l a g  
( a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y - s i x  member g r o u p s  a n d  e i g h t  o u t s i d e  
a l l i e s ) - - w e r e  n o t h i n g  less  t h a n  two o p p o s i n g  a r m i e s ,  
e a c h  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c i t y  and  its 
e n v i r o n s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Red Guard a n d  o t h e r - r e p o r t s ,  
the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e s e  Red Guard and 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  g r o u p s  was f a i r l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d .  
Each c o n s i s t e d  o f  f o u r  s e c t  i o n s :  P o l i t i c a l  Depa r tmen t  , 
Propaganda  D e p a r t m e n t ,  Combat D e p a r t m e n t ,  and  F i n a n c e  
Depar tment  . 

The c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m  o f  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
was t i g h t l y  c o n t r o l l e d .  I n  t h e  1 Augus t  Combat C o r p s  
( a  Red F l a g  a f f i l i a t e ) ,  message  t r a f f i c  be tween  t h e  



h e a d q u a r t e r s  and  its d i s t r i c t  b r a n c h e s ,  s t r e e t  
and  s u b - h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  towns  were 
h a n d l e d  by  " s i n g l e  l i n e  c o n t a c t w  be tween a  
of s e l e c t e d  c o u r i e r s .  E a c h  u n i t  n o r m a l l y  had o n l y  o n e  
s u c h  c o n t a c t  whose i d e n t i t y  was  c o n c e a l e d  by  t h e  u s e  o f  
c o d e  numbers .  I 

a n s  o r  s u c n  s e c u r l t y  
o f  k e y  p e r s o n n e l ,  i t  

was  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a  g i v e n  f a c t i o n  t o  g a i n  informa-  
t i o n  f rom p r i s o n e r s  or d e f e c t o r s  a s  t o  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
a n d  t a b l e  of  o r g a n i z a t i o n  6f its e n e m i e s .  I n t e r p r o v i n c i a l  
communica t ions  were a l s o  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e ,  a s  c a n  be s e e n  
f rom t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  first arms s e i z u r e s  i n  J u l y  were 
r e p o r t e d  i n  Can ton  o n l y  a  few h o u r s  a f t e r  Madame Mao's  
s p e e c h  o f  t h e  22nd.  

The d a y  a f t e r  t h e  s p e e c h ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  b a t t l e  u p  
t o  t h a t  t i m e  was  f o u g h t  i n  Can ton .  A l though  some Red 
Guard6 seem t o  have  b a s e d  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  t oward  o t h e r  
f a c t i o n s  o n  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n v i c t i o n - - u s u a l l y  e r r o n e o u s - .  
t h a t  t h e y  were o p p o s i n g  t h e  class enemy, most of t h e  
v i o l e n c e  was o c c a s i o n e d  by  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  come o u t  on  
t o p .  I n  C a n t o n ,  almost e v e r y  i n c i d e n t  was  t r i g g e r e d  by 
some small i n s u l t  or i n j u r y ,  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  b r a w l ,  and 
f i n a l l y  t u r n e d  i n t o  a f ierce ,  d i s o r g a n i z e d  b a t t l e  a s  
b o t h  s i d e s  c a l l e d  i n  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s .  

The  2 3  J u l y ' i n c i d e n t ,  which  r e s u l t e d  f rom a  s t a b -  
b i n g  a t  t h e  Chungshan Memorial  Aud i to r ium,  is of i n t e r e s t  
b e c a u s e  i t  p r o v i d e s  a  c l a s s i c  example  of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  a  r e a s o n a b l y  a c c u r a t e  
p i c t u r e  of  Red Guard and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel a c t i v i t i e s .  
Based  upon Red Guard o s t e r s  I 
I n e  o n g  .a- 

t n e  i n c i d e n t  r e s u l t e d  i n  
u a r t i e s :  



Red 
Pot 

Red 
C1' 

Eas  
C1 

Can 
Ye ,  

irce - 

? l a g  
;er 

Flag 
Lm 

Wind 
Lm 

3 ler  

Red Fla@; - 
K i l l e d  Wounded 

E a s t  Wind -- U n e p e a i f i e d  
K i l l e d  Wounded K i l l e d  '.Wounded 

T r a v e l e r :  "About f o r t y  were . k i l l e d ,  m o s t l y  Red F l a g i s t s . "  

T r a v e l e r :  "One passe r -by  was k i l l e d . "  , 

T r a v e l e r :  "Twenty c o r p s e s  were found i n  t h e  basement 
o f  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m ,  a l o n g  w i t h  enough 
s e v e r e d  e a r s  and n o s e s  t o  f i l l  a b a s i n . "  

T r a v e l e r :  "Twenty-nine c o r p s e s  were found  i n  t h e  
a u d i t o r i u m .  l 1  

T r a v e l e r :  "Red F l a g  s u f f e r e d  t h e  h e a v i e s t  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
and f o u r  PLA s o l d i e r s  d i e d  o f  t h e i r  wounds." 

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  23 J u l y  c l a s h ,  t r a v e l e r s  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  a g e n e r a l  a i r  of  f o r e b o d i n g  hung o v e r  t h e  c i t y .  
P e o p l e  a v o i d e d  g o i n g  o u t  a f t e r  d a r k  and began t o  e s t a b l i s h  
street s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n  s q u a d s .  I t  was f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  
Red F l a g  would s e e k  r e p r i s a l s ,  and t h e  E a s t  Wind made i t  
c l e a r  t h a t  its members would u s e  f i r e a r m s  i n  f u t u r e  en-  
c o u n t e r s .  



S e i z u r e s  o f  weapons  by t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  f o r c e s  i n -  
c r e a s e d  m a r k e d l y  d u r i n g  Augus t ,  a  f a v o r i t e  s o u r c e  o f  sup -  
p l y  b e i n g  a  n a v a l  a r s e n a l  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  
c i t y  where  m i l i t a r y  s u p p l i e s  d e s t i n e d  f o r  N o r t h  Vietnam 
were s t o r e d .  One r a i d - - t h e  s o - c a l l e d  S a n y u a n l i  I n c i d e n t - -  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  b l o o d i e s t  b a t t l e  of  them a l l  i n  Can ton .  
On 1 9  A u g u s t ,  t h e  Red F l a g  f a c t i o n  had g r a b b e d  f i r e a r m s  
from t h e  a r s e n a l ;  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  more t h a n  a  d o z e n  t r u c k  
l o a d s  of  Red F l a g i s t s  wen t  back  f o r  more.  The  E a s t  Wind 
g o t  word of t h i s  and  ambushed t h e  t r u c k s  b e f o r e  t h e y  g o t  
t o  t h e  a r s e n a l .  Many ~ e d ' ~ 1 a g i s t s  were k i l l e d  or t a k e n  
p r i s o n e r ;  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h o s e  found 
t o  be f rom Chungshan U n i v e r s i t y  were s u m m a r i l y  e x e c u t e d .  
E s t i m a t e s  of  Red F l a g  c a s u a l t i e s  r a n g e d  from o n e  hundred  
t o  s i x  h u n d r e d  d e a d .  The  Red F l a g i s t s  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e y  
had l o s t  o n e  hundred  k i l l e d  and  s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  w a t e r s  
o f  t h e  H u a h s i e n  Ho t  S p r i n g s  swimming p o o l  t u r n e d  r e d , "  
p r o b a b l y  g i v i n g  rise t o  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  rumor  t h a t  t h e  , 

p r i s o n e r s  were d r i v e n  i n t o  t h e  p o o l  and  t h e n  s h o t  one  by 
one .  The  i n c i d e n t  is o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  b e c a u s e  i t  
seems t o  have  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  r a r e  o n e s  t h a t  was  p l a n n e d  
b e f o r e h a n d .  

A n o t e w o r t h y  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  weapons  s e i z u r e s  i n  Can- 
t o n  was t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  r a i d s  a p p a r e n t l y  v a r i e d ,  
d e p e n d i n g  upon  wha t  g r o u p  s e i z e d  t h e  a rms  a n d  f rom whom. 
S e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  Red F l a g  f a c t i o n  was 
a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  q u a l i t y  o r d n a n c e  from w a r e h o u s e s  o p e r a t e d  
by  t h e  Kwangtung M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  (MD), b u t  o n l y  un- 
s e r v i c e a b l e  r i f l e s  f rom t h o s e  r u n  by t h e  Can ton  M i l i t a r y  
Reg ion  (MR). C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e  E a s t  Wind s e c u r e d  good 
weapons f rom MR d e p o t s ,  b u t  l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  from t h o s e  
o f  t h e  MD,* 

*Some r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  ap- 
p a r e n t l y  o b t a i n e d  i n  Yunnan P r o v i n c e ,  where  Kunming MR 
d e p o t s  were t h e  "23 Augus tv  f a c t i o n ' s  s o u r c e  o f  s u p p l y ,  
w h i l e  t h e  f lBombardiersu  g o t  t h e i r  weapons f rom Yunnan 
MD w a r e h o u s e s .  



T h e r e  is n o t  enough i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s a t i s -  
f a c t o r i l y  e x p l a i n  t h i s  phenomenon, a l t h o u g h  i t  is under-  
s t a n d a b l e  t h a t  Canton MR commanders a p p e a r e d  t o  f a v o r  t h e  
E a s t  Wind f a c t i o n ,  f o r  t h e y  had been under  s e v e r e  Red F l a g  
a t t a c k  s i n c e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r .  Moreover,  t h e  t h r e e  s o n s  
o f  Huang Yung-sheng--commander of  t h e  MR--were  l e a d e r s  
o f  t h e  S o l d i e r s  o f  Mao's  P r i n c i p l e s ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  E a s t  
Wind a f f i l i a t e .  

I f  t h e  Kwangtung MD w i l l i n g l y  a s s i s t e d  t h e  Red 
F l a g ,  why it d i d  so is less c e r t a i n .  One p o s s i b i l i t y  is 
s i m p l y  t h a t  t h e  Red F l a g i s t s  had s y m p a t h i z e r s  among t h e  
s t a f f e r s  a t  MD d e p o t s .  Another is t h a t  Kwangtung MD 
Commander Huang Jung-ha i  b e l i e v e d  Huang Yung-sheng's 
s t a t u s  t o  be  p r e c a r i o u s ,  and was a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c u r r y  
f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  M a o i s t s  by a i d i n g  t h e  f a c t i o n  t h a t  was 
s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  by s u c h  p r e s t i g i o u s  g r o u p s  a s  Pek ing  
A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  Ts inghua Chingkangshan,  and Madame 
N i e h l s  New P e i t a  Commune. T h i s  l a t t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  may 
e x p l a i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  even  though Huang Jung-ha i  had 
engaged i n  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  had t h e  e f f e c t  of u n d e r c u t t i n g  
h i e  s u p e r i o r ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  h e  was n o t  s a c k e d  a f t e r  Huang 
Yung-shengls  c o n f i r m a t i o n  a s  Maols  man i n  Kwangtung; 
t h a t  is, b o t h  f a c t i o n s  were still  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be ' 'genuine 
r e v ~ l u t i o n a r i e s . ~ ~  However, t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  is a  weak 
one .  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Huang Yung-sheng, 
e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  h e  was promoted t o  PLA Chie f  of S t a f f ,  
would n o t  have  removed Huang Jung-ha i  had t h e  l a t t e r  en- 
gaged i n  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  

A t h i r d  p o s s i b i l i t y  is t h a t ,  inasmuch a s  t h e  E a s t  
Wind and t h e  Red F l a g  were b o t h  " r e v ~ l u t i o n a r y ~ ~  f a c t i o n s ,  
Huang Jung-ha i  was c a r r y i n g  o u t  Huang Yung-shengls  o r d e r s ,  
w i t h  b o t h  men a t t e m p t i n g  t o  make t h e  b e s t  of a  d i f f i c u l t  
s i t u a t i o n - - t h a t  is, even  though Huang Yung-sheng had no 
u s e  f o r  t h e  Red F l a g  f a c t i o n ,  he knew t h a t  its a l l i e s  
were c l o s e  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. H e  a l s o  knew t h a t  t h e  
Red F l a g i s t s  would p r o b a b l y  n o t  a c c e p t  h i s  s u p p o r t  i f  
he  o f f e r e d  i t - - t h e y  were a f t e r  h i s  s c a l p - - o r ,  i f  t h e y  d i d ,  
t h a t  would o n l y  s e r v e  t o  i n f u r i a t e  t h e  E a s t  Wind. Thus ,  
Huang o r d e r e d  h i s  MD c o u n t e r p a r t  n o t  t o  resist Red F l a g  
weapons s e i z u r e s ,  t h e r e b y  i n  f a c t  managing t o  s u p p o r t  . . 

b o t h  f a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Kwangtung " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  ." . - 



A f i n a l  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  and  t h e  mos t  l i k e l y  of  t h e  
f o u r ,  is t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  p r i m a r i l y  f rom t r a v e l e r s  and  
Red Guard m a t e r i a l s ,  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  f a c t i o n a l  b i a s  and  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r s ,  and  t h a t  t h e  weapons seiz- . - 
u r e a  were a c t u a l  s e i z u r e s  and n o t  a  c o v e r  d e v i c e  by means 
o f  w h ~ c o m m a n d e r s  i n  a  f a c t i K r i d d e n  PLA a t t e m p t e d  t o  ' I "  

f u r t h e r  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s .  Thus ,  t h e  s e i z u r e s  w e r e - n o t  
a b e t t e d  by MR and  MD commands--they were p e r m i t t e d .  And ' 
t h e y  were p e r m i t t e d  b e c a u s e  s u c h  o r d e r s  a s  L i n  P i a o t s  
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  9 Augus t  d i r e c t i v e  d e n i e d  t h e  PLA t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  s t o p  them. 

Aa a  r e s u l t  of t h e  s e i z u r e s  b o t h  f a c t i o n s  were 
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a  wide v a r i e t y  o f  weapons ,  i n c l u d i n g  s m a l l  
a rms ,  m i n e s ,  g r e n a d e s ,  and  mach ine  g u n s .  S e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  I 

s t a t e  t h a t  a rmored  c a r s r a n d : a r t i l l e r y  w e r e  a l s o  u s e d ,  
and  i t  is known t h a t  t h e  Red F l a g i s t s  employed g u n b o a t s  F 

i n  o n e  a s s a u l t  o n  t h e  E a s t  Wind ' s  r i v e r i n e  h e a d q u a r t e r s . <  * .  , 

A t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e ,  a  rumor s w e p t  I 

Can ton  t h a t  a l a r g e  number o f  p r i s o n e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  some 
l e p e r s )  had e s c a p e d  f rom l a b o r  camps t o  t h e  n o r t h  and  
t h a t  t h e y  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  robberies and m u r d e r s  
p l a g u i n g  t h e  c i t y .  The rumor was credible,  inasmuch a s  ' '  ' 

p r i s o n  s e c u r i t y  may have  b r o k e n  down Wi th  t h e  c o l l a p s e  
o f  t h e  pub1 ic  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  . However,  some Can ton -  
ese were c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards  made u p  t h e  s t o r y  ' ' 

t o  e x p l a i n  away t h e i r  own o u t r a g e s .  / , I  

I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  t h e  rumor won w i d e  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  v i g i l a n t e  
g r o u p s  b y  t h e  t e r r i f i e d  p o p u l a c e .  T h e s e  g r o u p s  would 
b a r r i c a d e  t h e i r  s t reets  and  a t t a c k  anyone  who a p p r o a c h e d "  
a t  n i g h t .  Many i n n o c e n t  p e r s o n s  were k i l l e d .  On o n e  
o c c a s i o n ,  f o r  example ,  a  young man who was apprehended  " 

s e n t  f o r  h i s  sister t o  v e r i f y  h i s  i n n o c e n c e .  She was 
u n a b l e  t o  d o  t h i s  t o  t h e  v i g i l a n t e s '  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  and 
t h e  boy was s t a b b e d  t o  d e a t h  i n  f r o n t  o f  h e r .  I t  was . 
common p r a c t i c e  t o  hang  t h e  c o r p s e s ,  b e a r i n g  a  s i g n  
r e a d i n g  "End o f  a T h i e f t t  o r  some s i m i l a r  e p i t h e t ,  from 
trees or t e l e p h o n e  p o l e s  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  w a r n i n g  t o  o t h e r s .  
R e p o r t e d l y ,  t h e  v i g i l a n t e s  k i l l e d  a s  many p e o p l e  d u r i n g  
Augus t  a s  were k i l l e d  i n  a l l  t h e  Red F l a g - E a s t  Wind b a t -  , 

tles. 



By t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  month ,  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
c a r n a g e  had t o  b e  c o n t a i n e d .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG o r d e r e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  two f a c t i o n s  t o  a t t e n d  
a c o n f e r e n c e  i n  P e k i n g  and  e f fec t  a  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  
a l l i a n c e . " *  On 14 a n d  16 A u g u s t ,  Chou E n - l a i  and  Huang 
Yung-sheng met w i t h  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s ;  on  t h e  2 0 t h ,  t h e  
C a n t o n  MR i s s u e d  a  self-criticism, s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  had 
e r r e d  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  Red F l a g  i n  J a n u a r y  a n d  a p o l o g i z -  
i n g  f o r  " c e r t a i n  m i s t a k e s  made by some mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
u n d e r  o u r  i n f l u e n c e .  . . l 1  

A t  t h e  same time, e l e m e n t s  of t h e  Hunan-based 
F o r t y - s e v e n t h  Army were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Canton  t o  h e l p  
t h e  l o c a l  g a r r i s o n  r e s t o r e  o r d e r .  However, t h e  t r o o p s ,  
e q u i p p e d  o n l y  w i t h  Mao l.s W i t  t l e  r e d  book,"  were h e l p -  
less when c o n f r o n t e d  by t h e  armed Rebels .  The c o n c l u s i o n  
o f  a  cease-fire by t h e  d e l e g a t e s  i n  P e k i n g  a l s o  p roved  
i n e f f e c t u a l ,  f o r  t h e  number of  m a j o r  and  minor  c l a s h e s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e .  I n  t r u t h ,  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n M  seemed l i t t l e  more t h a n  a euphemism 
f o r  l u n a t i c ,  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  s l a u g h t e r .  

* R e p o r t e d l y ,  t h e  mere m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p h r a s e  evoked  
l a u g h t e r  i n  many CBnton h o u s e h o l d s .  



'IX, REPAIRING THE DAMAGE (SEWEMBER 1967-EARLY '1968) 

The l i n e  of  d e m a r c a t i o n  between a  thorough-  
g o i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and a  d e s e r t e r  who s t o p s  
midway c a n  be drawn on t h e  b a s i s  o f  whe the r  
or n o t  he c l o s e l y  f o l l o w s  t h e  g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  
p l a n  o f . . . C h a i r m a n  Mao. If he d o e s  n o t ,  
t h e n  he  is d i s l o y a l  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  Any 
i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  o r  e v e n  undermining o f  
Chairman Mao's g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  is a  
crime,, a g a i n s t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  

--Shanghai Wen Hui Pao,  4 September 1967 --- 

You are  n o t  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a l l i a n c e .  I 
t h i n k  i t  is b e c a u s e  you a r e  n o t  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  b u t  a r e  o u t  f o r  y o u r s e l v e s .  

--Madame Mao t o  Anhwei R e b e l s ,  5 September 
1967 

A .  Leash ing  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  
. . 

Viewing t h e  n e a r  d i s a s t e r  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  from t h e i r  
o v e r r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t .  t h e  M a o i s t s  moved 
q u i c k l y  t o  r e d r e s s  t h e  b a l a n c e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Cha i rman ' s  
" g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n .  '' T h i s  ma jo r  pronouncement,  prob- 
a b l y  d e l i v e r e d  i n  l a t e  Augus t ,  is e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
s i n c e  September 1967,  f o r  s e v e r a l  of Mao's ma jo r  c o n c e r n s  
i n  t h e  summer of  1968 were i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  key p o i n t s  
s e t  down i n  h i s  "p lan"  a  y e a r  e a r l i e r .  Accord ing ly ,  t h e  
pronouncement w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  i n  some d e t a i l . *  

*The most  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t ' a v a i l a b l e  was r e c e i v e d  i n  
March 1968;  t h e  f o l l o w , i n g  summary is based  on t h a t  t e x t ,  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page '  116)  

1 



A f t e r  t h e  Oc tober  (1966) C e n t r a l  Committee Work 
C o n f e r e n c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o - M a o ,  t h e  "key p o i n t  was criticism 
of t h e  b o u r g e o i s  r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e , "  and ,  " i n  t h i s ,  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and young s t u d e n t s  [ ~ e d  ~ u a r d s ]  
r o s e  a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n . "  However, 
i n  J a n u a r y  1967 ,  h e e d i n g  t h e  c a l l  t o  s e i z e  power, ' ' the 
Shanghai  w o r k e r s  r o s e ,  workers  of t h e  whole  c o u n t r y  r o s e ,  
t h e  p e a s a n t s  a l s o  r0se.l' S i n c e  t h e n :  

The p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  movement shows t h a t  - t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  f o r c e  lies w i t h  t h e  w o r k e r s  and 

e a s a n t s ,  a s  s o l d l e r s  a r e  m e r e l y  w o r k e r s  
%if---- p e a s a n t s  i n  m i l i t a r y  uni form ... Only 
when t h e  b road  masses  of w o r k e r s  and peas-  1 

II ... 
a n t s " ' r i s e  c a n  t h e y  sweep away what  t h e  
b o u r g e o i s i e  p o s s e s s e s .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r x  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and young s t u d e n t s  c a n  o n 1  
n  r e c e d e  t o  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  - p o s i t i o n . :  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 115) 
An e a r l i e r  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  "plan"  a p p e a r e d  i n  a  7 September 
L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  (LAD) e d i t o r i a l  and was r e p r i n t e d  
by a l l  Pek ing  newspapers .  LAD'S s i x - p o i n t  p r e c i s  of  t h e  . 
"plan1' was: "(1) d o  w e l l  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass crit icism 
and r e p u d i a t i o n ;  (2) d e v e l o p  and c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e  and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  three-way 
a l l i a n c e ;  (3) c o n s o l i d a t e  and s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  .. - 
o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ;  ( 4 )  l a u n c h  a  campaign o f  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  army and c h e r i s h i n g  t h e  p e o p l e ;  (5) g r a s p  r e v o l u t i o n  
and s t i m u l a t e  p r o d u c t i o n ;  and (6 )  m a i n t a i n  h i g h  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  v i g i l a n c e  and s t r i c t l y  guard  a g a i n s t  s a b o t a g e  by 
t h e  c l a s s  enemy a t  home and abroad . "  

*Ma0 went on  t o  n o t e  a  l 'comparablel '  i n s t a n c e  of  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l  c r e a t i v i t y  and s u b s e q u e n t  worker -peasan t  primacy:  

The d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  May F o u r t h  Move- 
ment [1919]  was c o n c e i v e d  and i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t e l l e C t u a l s .  The r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  storms o f  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  N o r t h e r n  Expedi- 
t i o n  [1926-281 and t h e  Long March [1934-351 
depended e n t i r e l y  upon w o r k e r s  and p e a s a n t s  
as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b a s e .  



A f t e r  t h e  "power-seizuresl1 o f  e a r l y  1967 ,  Mao s t a t e d ,  
t h e  hope had been  f o r  a  "prompt g r e a t  a l l i a n c e . "  However, 
t h i s  had n o t  been p o s s i b l e  because  " p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s  and 
b o u r g e o i s  i d e a s  t h a t  emerged among i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and young 
s t u d e n t s  were d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and a l l  c l a s s e s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  a s s e r t  themse lves . "  Thus ,  t h e  movement t o  . 
e s t a b l i s h  l ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s * l  and "three-way 
a l l i a n c e s ' '  had t o  be s lowed down, a s  "what c o u l d  n o t  be 
o r g a n i z e d  a s  a  [ t r u e ]  a l l i a n c e  would d i s i n t e g r a t e  q u i c k l y  
if i t  was a r t i f i c i a l l y  o q a n i z e d : "  Mao was most  d i s s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  t h e  p a s t  pe r fo rmance  of  t h e  Red Guards  and made i t  
q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  would b e  well a d v i s e d  t o  acknowledge 
worker -peasan t  pr imacy and f o r s w e a r  f u r t h e r  s e l f - s e e k i n g  
a p t i v i t i e s :  

. *. 
< ' ,  

The i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a r e  a lways  more s e n s i t i v e  
and v e r s a t i l e  t h a n  t h e  workers  and p e a s a n t s ,  
b u t  t h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y  more o p p o r t u n i s t i c .  I n  
o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  its s u c c e s s -  
f u l  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
must c o n s t a n t l y  r e f o r m  t h e m s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  
l a b o r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  young 
s t u d e n t s ,  have  been  s u b j e c t e d  t o  what  is 
b a s i c a l l y  a b o u r g e o i s  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  s c o r e s  
o f  y e a r s ,  w i t h  b o u r g e o i s  i d e a s  c i r c u l a t i n g  

Mao went  t o  some l e n g t h  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  h i s  l lp lanl '  d i d  
n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was " r a p i d l y  coming - 
t o  a n  e n d , "  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  movement must  r e - d i r e c t  
t h e  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  l l c o r r e c t "  t a r g e t s ,  o r g a n i z e  l ' revolu-  
t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  and "three-way a l l i a n c e s , "  p o i n t  
o u t  "bad p e r s o n s  and d e v i l s , "  and " r e h a b i l i t a t e  P a r t y  or- 
g a n i z a t i b n s l 1  and "convene P a r t y  c o n g r e s s e s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s . "  
Two g r o u p s ,  Mao s a i d ,  posed t h e  ma jo r  o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h i s  
r e g a r d  : 

One is the P a r t y  p e r s o n s  i n  power t a k i n g  
t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  [ i . e . ,  L i u ,  Teng,  and 
t h e  o t h e r  t r i e d  and t r u e  t a r g e t s ] ;  t h e  
o t h e r  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  mounta in- topism and 



f a c t i o n a l i s m  among t h o s e  R e b e l s  who d i s -  
r e g a r d  e f f o r t s  - t o  promote t h e  g r e a t  a l -  

. l i a n c e .  

Moreover, Mao made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  c a l l  for  a t t a c k s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  " c a p i t a l i s t - r o a d e r s "  d i d  - n o t  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
Red Guards t o  a t t a c k  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
t h a t  were b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  s u c h  d i f f i c u l t y .  "We 
must  have  f a i t h  i n  o v e r  n i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  masses  
and c a d r e s , I q  Mao s a i d ,  a s  well a s  " t h o s e  who have been 
t e m p o r a r i l y  d e c e i v e d . "  A s  f o r  t h e  Red Guards ,  Mao c a l l e d  
f o r  m e t i c u l o u s  p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  
e l i m i n a t e  l l p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s "  i n f l u e n c e s - - i . e . ,  f a c t i o n a l -  
ism--from t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  l v r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  

Numerous d i r e c t i v e s  were s o o n  p romulga ted  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  lower  t h e  l e v e l  of v i o l e n c e  and h a s t e n  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of  Mao's l l p l a n . l '  On 1 Sep tember ,  t h e  Pek ing  
M u n i c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committee (MRC) c a l l e d  on a l l  
workers  t o  l lhold  f a s t  t o  p r o d u c t i o n , "  p r o m i s i n g  t h a t ,  
"no m a t t e r  which r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f a c t i o n  t h e y  b e l o n g  t o ,  
o r  whe the r  t h e y  b e l o n g  to  no r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f a c t i o n , "  
t h e y  w i l l  be "commended and p r o p e r l y  r ewarded .  . . l1 I n  
t h o s e  u n i t s  where  p r o d u c t i o n  had s t o p p e d  b e c a u s e  of 
" s t r u g g l e  by f o r c e , "  t h e  MRC o r d e r e d  wages t o  be  suspend-  
e d ;  however, i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  w o r k e r s  who were found n o t  
t o  have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  would be p a i d  l a t e r ,  
imply ing  t h a t  t h o s e  who had n o t  engaged i n  V e v o l u t i o n -  
aryl1 a c t i v i t i e s  migh t  end up  better off t h a n  t h o s e  who 
had.  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  c a l l e d  f o r  a l l  weapons t o  
be t u r n e d  i n  o r  s t o r e d  and s t a t e d  t h a t  a n y  mass o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  engage i n  v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e  would 
"be d e c l a r e d  i l l e g a l  and c o m p l e t e l y  d i s b a n d e d .  "* 

* A s  a n  example ,  t h e  MRC d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  
l l c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  May 16 Corps  ... must be f i r m l y  
banned . . . I 1  T h i s  g r o u p ,  r e p o r t e d l y  a n  a l l i a n c e  of a t  
l e a s t  s e v e n t e e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  u n i t s  from t h e  
F o r e i g n  Languages I n s t i t u t e ,  P e i t a ,  T s i n g h u a ,  and pos- 
s i b l y  t h e  h i i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ) ,  was q u i t e  a c t i v e .  
i n  Augus t ,  w i t h  Chou En- la i  and F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  Chen Y i  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 119) 



T h i s  was t h e  s e c o n d  o r d e r  t o  t h e  R e b e l s  t o  t u r n  i n  
t h e i r  weapons ,  t h e  first h a v i n g  been  a  d i r e c t i v e  i s s u e d  
a  week e a r l i e r ,  w h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had 
t o  hand o v e r  t h e i r  weapons  t o  t h e  PLA o r  h a v e  them " s e a l e d "  
u n l e s s  t h e y  were armed a s  a  r e s u l t  o f .  e x p r e s s  a u t h o r i z a -  
t i o n  by t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  N e i t h e r  o r d e r ,  however ,  
i n d i c a t e d  who was  t o  see t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  were imple-  
mented  o r  wha t  a c t i o n s  would be t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  r e f u s e d  t o  comply.  

. . 

T h u s ,  o n  5 S e p t e m b e r ,  a  more specif ic  d i r e c t i v e  
was i s s u e d  b y  t h e  MAC a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. The o r d e r  
p r o h i b i t e d  a n y  f u r t h e r  weapons s e i z u r e s ,  demanded t h a t  
t h e  Rebels r e t u r n  a l l  o r d n a n c e  s e i z e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  and 
f o r b a d e  d i s r u p t i o n s  of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c a r r y i n g  m i - l i t a r y  
s u p p l i e s  ( a s  had  o c c u r r e d  w i t h  Vietnam-bonnd c o n s i g n -  
m e n t s ) .  I n  o r d e r  t o  implement  t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  PLA 
was  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  r e a s o n  w i t h  t h o s e  who re- 
f u s e d  t o  t u r n  i n  t h e i r  weapons and  i f  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  t o  
f i r e  w a r n i n g  s h o t s  i n t o  t h e  a i r .  S h o u l d  t h e  r e b e l s  s t i l l  
r e f u s e ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  was  empowered t o  a r r e s t  them a s  
t fcounterrevolutionariestf  and  t o  d e f e n d  i t se l f  i f  t h e y  
r e s i s t e d  a r r e s t  o r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  seize more a rms .  Sub- 
s e q u e n t l y ,  s e v e r a l  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  q u e r i e d  t h e  
a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  and were i n f o r m e d  by t h e  
C e n t r a l  CRG t h a t  i t  was  i n d e e d  g e n u i n e .  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  118)  
t h e  p r i m a r y  t a r g e t s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  C o r p s  was i n -  
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  o u t r a g e s  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  s e v e r a l  f o r e i g n  
d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n s .  After t h e  g r o u p  was  o u t l a w e d ,  Chou 
i s s u e d  a  f i v e - p o i n t  o r d e r  r e s t r i c t i n g  Red Guard and  Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  e m b a s s i e s :  "(1) 
d o n ' t  b e a t  d i p l o m a t s ;  ( 2 )  d o n ' t  s t o n e  e m b a s s i e s ;  (3) 
don t b u r n  e m b a s s i e s ;  (4)  d o n f  t e n t e r  d i p l o m a t s  ' r e s i d -  
e n c e s ;  and (5 )  d o n ' t  v i o l a t e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  d i p l o -  
m a t i c  m i s s i o n s . "  



T h a t  same d a y ,  Madame Mao, Kang Sheng,  and  Yao 
Wen-yuan m e t  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  two m a j o r  con -  
t e n d i n g  f a c t i o n s  i n  Anhwei P r o v i n c e  ( b o t h  o f  which  t h e  
C e n t r a l  CRG had d e c l a r e d  t o  b e  w r e v o l u t i o n . a r y  mass  o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n s "  i n  J u l y ) .  I n  h e r  s p e e c h ,  t h e  Madame e x p l i -  
c i t l y  r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  1 Augus t  Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l  (which  
had c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  o n h - a n d f u l w  i n  t h e  
army as w e l l  a s  t h e  P a r t y )  and  i m p l i c i t l y  r e p u d i a t e d  h e r  
own 22 J u l y  e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  Red Guards  t o  arm them- 
s e l v e s  i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e .  Now e f f u s i v e  i n  h e r  p r a i s e  f o r  
t h e  PLA, s h e  emphas i zed  t h e  " b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h i s  
y e a r  a n d  l a s t  y e a r . "  I n  1 9 6 6 ,  t h e  "main t a s k  was t o  
l i g h t  t h e  f ires o f  r e v o l u t i o n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y , "  a n d  
s h e  compl imen ted  t h e  Red G u a r d s  for  t h e i r  " g r e a t  s u c c e s s e s w  
i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  I n  1967,  however ,  " t o  g o ' o u t  a g a i n  o n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  is t h e  r e v e r s e  of h e l p i n g , "  y e t  
' l p e o p l e  are still g o i n g  e v e r y w h e r e  i n  a d i s o r g a n i z e d  
f a s h i o n  c r e a t i n g  d i s t u r b a n c e s . "  T h i s ,  s h e  a d m i t t e d ,  
had s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a d d i -  
t i o n a l  p r o v i n c i a l  and m u n i c i p a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s . *  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  Madame Mao commanded t h e  r i v a l  Anhwei 
f a c t i o n s  t o  e f f e c t  a  c e a s e - f i r e ,  p u r i f y  t h e i r  r a n k s ,  a n d  
t u r n  i n  t h e i r  weapons t o  t h e  PLA. The o r d e r  was f o l l o w e d  
on  9 S e p t e m b e r  b y  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i v e  g i v i n g  t h e  army t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p o l i c i n g  t h e  c e a s e - f i r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  l a t t e r  d i r e c t i v e  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  "deployment  o f  m i l i -  
t a r y  u n i t s  t o  p r e c l u d e  c h a n c e  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  a rmed con-  
f l i c t , "  a n d  s t a t e d  t h a t  "no f u r t h e r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  [would 
b e  t a k e n ]  by  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  i n  t h o s e  c a s e s  where  bad  
h e a d s  a r e  t u r n e d  o v e r  by t h e  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s . "  
I m p r e s s e d  by t h e  P L A f s  i n c r e a s e d  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  r i v a l  
f a c t i o n s  s u r r e n d e r e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r s  t o  t h e  p ro -  
v i n c i a l  M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  CommiSsion, demoted o t h e r s ,  began  
t o  t u r n  i n  t h e i r  weapons ,  and  r e p o r t e d l y  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  
i n  a  l q r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e . "  On t h e  2 3 r d ,  a  

*Only o n e  PRC, T s i n g h a i ,  had b e e n  set up  s i n c e  mid- 
A p r i l ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  t o t a l  t o  s e v e n - - i . e . ,  l e a v i n g  22 
y e t  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  



f u r t h e r  d i r e c  t i v e - - e n d o r s e d  by  Mao- - in s t ruc  t e d  mass,  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  e m u l a t e  t h e .  Anhwei 
g r o u p s  i n  " e n d i n g  t h e i r  f a c t i o n a l  d i s c o r d . " .  

A d d i t i o n a l  s t e p s  were t a k e n  t o  c u r b  t h e  Red G u a r d s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  some p r o v i n c e s ,  p u b l i c  t r i a l s  
were h e l d  and  c r i m i n a l  e l e m e n t s - - i n c l u d i n g  " j u v e n i l e  
d e l i n q u e n t s "  a n d  "hoodlums u s i n g  t h e  names o f  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s v - - w e r e  i m p r i s o n e d  o r  e x e c u t e d .  
S e v e r a l  s e c o n d - l e v e l  m e m b e r s  of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, i n c l u d -  
i n g  Wang L i ,  w e r e  p u r g e d  f o r  t h e i r  r e p u t e d  c o n n e c t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  May 16 C o r p s .  Such  Red Guard l u m i n a r i e s  a s  
P e i t a ' s  Madame N i e h ,  T s i n g h u a ' s  K u a i  T a - f u ,  and  Han A i -  
c h i n g  o f  t h e  P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n  1 , n s t i t u t e  s u b m i t t e d  se l f -  
cr i t ic isms,  vowed t o  s t u d y  and  implement  C h i a n g  C h i n g l s  
5 Sep tember  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and  acknowledged  t h a t  t h e  work- 
i n g  c l a s s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  model  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  g r e a t  ' a l l i a n c e s . "  On 14 S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  P e k i n g  Red 
Guard C o n g r e s s  o n c e  more banned  a n y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  
u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h o u t  C e n t r a l  CRG a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and  r e s o l v e d  
t h a t :  " H e r e a f t e r ,  P e k i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s  
w i l l  n o t  be a l l o w e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o r  a t  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  
or o r g a n s . "  On the 1 6 t h ,  Madame Mao i n f o r m e d  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  of t h e  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  " t r o o p s  w i l l  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  
you r  s c h o o l s  t o  c o n d u c t  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g v - - t h a t  is, t o  
s h a p e  u p  t h e  young  m i l i t a n t s .  Once a g a i n ,  t h e  ' l r evo lu -  
t i o n a r y  L e f t "  f o u n d  i t s e l f  o n  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  end .  

Whi l e  t h e  Madame was  h o l d i n g  down t h e  home f r o n t ,  
Mao was  t o u r i n g  n o r t h ,  e a s t ,  a n d  c e n t r a l - s o u t h  C h i n a ,  
s u r v e y i n g  t h e  damage and  i s s u i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  h i s  " g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n . "  Most 
of h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were t y p i c a l l y  v a g u e  a n d  a m b i v a l e n t ,  
b u t  t h e  C h a i r m a n ' s  two b a s i c  c o n c e r n s  came t h r o u g h  c l e a r l y .  

Mao's p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e  was  t o  
l i s h m e n t  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  PRCs w i t h  a v i ew ,  

t oward  " r e a c h i n g  
,m provinces by t h e 1 e n d  of t h e  y e a r .  His s e c o n d  o b j e c -  

t i ve - -name ly ,  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  
a l l i a n c e s q  and  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  R e b e l s '  i n t e r n e c i n e  w a r f a r e - -  
was a c t u a l l y  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  fo r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of t h e  



f i r s t  . Thus,  t h e  Chairman l l i n s t r u c t e d l r  t h a t  " t h e r e  is 
no fundamenta l  c l a s h  o f  i n t e r e s t s  among t h e  working c l a s s "  
and no r e a s o n  f o r  i t  t o  lqs tp l i t  i n t o  two g r e a t  i r r e c o n c i l -  
ab l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I n  f a c t ,  however, t h i s  was indeed 
t h e  c a s e .  I n  e v e r y  p r o v i n c e ,  autonomous r e g i o n ,  and major  
c i t y ,  t h e  ' l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t w  had p o l a r i z e d  i n t o  autonom- 
o u s ,  armed, and murderous  f a c t i o n s ,  

I n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  correct t h i s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of  t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  g r o u p s ,  PLA commanders, and l l r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  l e a d i n g  cadres1*  f r o m  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s  w e r e  o r d e r e d  
t o  a t t e n d  "Mao-study c l a s s e s v 1  i n  Pek ing .  A t  t h e s e  c l a s -  
ses, Chou and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG saw t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p -  
a n t s  engaged i n  c r i t i c i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  t r i e d  t o  
s e c u r e  t h e i r  v o l u n t a r y  compl iance  w i t h  Maol s l 'p lan ,  l1 and 
a t t e m p t e d  t o .  hammer o u t  compromises and l t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  among t h e  r i v a l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s - - a  
n e c e s s a r y  p r e c o n d i t i o n  f o r  b o t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  " t h r e e -  
way a l l i a n c e s "  of R e b e l s  PLA, and c a d r e s  and t h e  e s t a b -  
l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commi t tees ,  des-  
c r i b e d  by t h e  ~ i b e r a t i o n - ~ r m ~  Dai l y  on- 18 October  a s  t h e  
" h i g h e s t  c e n t r a l  p o l i t i c a ~ s ~ t h e  p r e s e n t  time." 

The s t u d y  c l a s s e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  deployment 
of  a d d i t i o n a l  a r p y  u n i t s ,  were i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r e s t o r i n g  
r e l a t i v e  calm t o  a  number o f  a r e a s  where l a r g e - s c a l e  v i o l -  
e n c e  had been t h e  r u l e  d u r i n g  J u l y  and August .  Although 
o n l y  t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  commi t tees  were e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  rest  of 1967 ( I n n e r  Mongolia and T i e n t s i n ) ,  1 5  more 
were set  up d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  months of  1968, b r i n g -  
i n g  t h e  t o t a l  t o  24. Maols  own t i m e t a b l e  (25 by t h e  end 
o f  1967) had been t o o  o p t i m i s t i c ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
Chairman r e a l i z e d  n e i t h e r  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  h a t r e d s  
and a m b i t i o n s  t h a t  r i v e d  t h e  L e f t  nor  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
involved i n  r e s o l v i n g  or r e p r e s s i n g  them. Y e t  Mao was 
still  convinced t h a t ,  by means o f  t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s e s ,  by 
having a l l  concerned  "combat s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and r e p u d i a t e  
r e v i s i o n i s m , l l *  and by g i v i n g  t h e  PLA a d d i t i o n a l ,  though 

*That is: ( a )  r enounce  p e r s o n a l  a m b i t i o n s ,  and (b )  
r e c h a n n e l  t h e  a t t a c k s  back t o  s t a n d a r d  anathemas s u c h  a s  
L iu  Shao-chi  and Teng Hsiao-ping.  



less t h a n  a d e q u a t e ,  a u t h o r i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r , *  he  c o u l d  
s e c u r e  t h e  R e b e l s t  v o l u n t a r y  c o m p l i a n c e  and  r e t r i e v e  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  w i t h o u t  r e p u d i a t i n g  h i s  l a t e s t  i m n o v a t i o n .  

B. R e o p e n i n g  t h e  S c h o o l s  

My s o n ,  t h e  p e s t ,  n e v e r . t a k e s  c a r e  o f  h i s  
room and  n e v e r  r e a d s  h i s  b o o k s . .  . My d a u g h t e r ,  
Y ing ,  h a s  been  w a n d e r i n g  [ a r o u n d  1 .  . , j u s t  
d o i n g  m e a n i n g l e s s  t h i n g s .  She  gets  letters 
f rom h e r  boy f r i e n d s  e v e r y w h e r e .  She  s p e n d s  
money l i k e  i t  was p a p e r  and  gets i n  d e b t  
e v e r y  m ~ n t h . - ~ I  c a n n o t  c l e a r  h e r  e n d l e s s  
debts .  , z  

--An Amoy m o t h e r ,  1 4  December 1967  

An e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  regime's d r i v e  t o  re- 
s t o r e  o r d e r  was t o  p e r s u a d e  o r  compel  t h e  Red Guards  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  On 8 S e p t e m b e r ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
K i a n g s i  P r o v i n c i a l  R a d i o  b r o a d c a s t  a n  " u r g e n t  c i r c u l a r "  
i s s u e d  by  t h e  K i a n g s i  Red Guard C o n g r e s s  c a l l i n g  o n  a l l  
s t u d e n t s  t o  l t v o l u n t a r i l y  a n d  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  r e t w r n  t o  
t h e i r  s c h o o l s  b e f o r e  15 Sep tember  t o  p r o p e r l y  c a r r y  o u t  
t h e  t a s k  o f  mass  crit icism and  r e p u d i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s t r u g -  
g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  own u n i t s . "  And 
t h e  c i r c u l a r  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  a  p r o  forma 
r e q u e s t  when i t  s t a t e d ,  "I t  is o u r  hope t h a t  PLA u n i t s  
i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  . . .  w i l l  h e l p  u s  i n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c a r r y -  
i n g s o u t  t h e  work o f  b r i n g i n g  back  t o  s c h o o l s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
o n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  [ a s  w e l l  a s ]  
d i s b a n d i n g  a l l  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  g r o u p s ,  
a n d  teams."  O t h e r  e x a m p l e s  c o u l d  be c i t e d .  

* I n  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  c a s e s ,  t h e  PLA1s t a s k s  were 
r e n d e r e d  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  by M a o t s  Sep tember  i n s t r u c t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  army must  " s u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t ,  a n d  n o t  a n y  [ p a r -  
t i c u l a r ]  f a c t i o n , "  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s e n t a n g l e  t h e  PLA 
f rom t h e  summer ' s  v i o l e n c e .  



I t  s o o n  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  M a o i s t s  were n o t  en-  
gaged'  i n  s i m p l y  a n o t h e r  s h o r t - l i v e d  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  
Red G u a r d s  t o  h e e l .  One i n d i c a t o r  w a s  Madame Mao's afore-  
m e n t i o n e d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  1 6  Sep tember  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
o f  t h e  P e k i n g  Red Guard C o n g r e s s  t h a t  army u n i t s  would 
be a s s i g n e d  t o  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  m a i n t a i n  order 
and  i n s t i l l  d i s c i p l i n e .  I n  o t h e r  c i t i e s  and  p r o v i n c e s ,  
t h e  ?LA was g i v e n  t h e  same a s s i g n m e n t .  A s  a r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  orackdown on  u n a u t h o r i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  c u l -  
m i n a t i n g  i n  a 1 4  O c t o b e r  d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r i n g  a l l  s c h o o l s  
t o  open  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  Red Guards  
had r e t u r n e d  t o  s c h o o l  by November and  m o s t ,  a t  t h e  l e a s t ,  
had r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  own l o c a l i t i e s .  

T h e r e  we& s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  why many Red Guards  d i d  
n o t  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  d i d  
cease l i a i s i n g .  F i r s t ,  mos t  s t u d e n t  b o d i e s  were s p l i t  
i n t o  h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s ,  a n d  some Red Guards ,  f e a r i n g  re- 
p r i s a l s  s h o u l d  t h e y  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  campus,  s i m p l y  s t a y e d  
home. Second ,  i n  n o t  a  few a r e a s ,  t h e r e  was  no  s c h o o l  
l e f t .  I 

w h e r e  t h e  phys  
b o o k s ;  new t e x t s  had n o t  b e e n  c o m p i l e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h o s e  
t h a t  had b e e n  e i t h e r  denounced  o r  b u r n e d .  T h i r d ,  many 
Red G u a r d s ,  s t i l l  i n t o x i c a t e d  by t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  o v e r  
t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  mus t  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  o f  
c l a s s e s  would be' more f o r m a l  t h a n  r e a l  and  t h a t .  w i t h  t h e  
PLA p r e s e n t  t o  p r o v i d e  " m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g , "  t h e  s c h o o l s  
would be more a k i n  t o  r e f o r m a t o r i e s  t h a n  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  F o u r t h ,  and  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
p o i n t ,  t h e  y o u t h f u l  m i l i t a n t s  c o u l d  t a k e  l i t t l e  s o l a c e  
from d i r e c t i v e s  o r d e r i n g  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of  mass  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  t h a t  c u t  a c r o s s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  o r  f u n c t i o n a l  l i n e s  
( f a c t o r i e s ,  communes, i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l s ,  e t c . ) ,  t h e  r e s u l t  
b e i n g  t h a t  some Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had l l s t r e a m l i n e d l l  
t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  b y  p e r s o n n e l  c u t b a c k s  o f  
up  t o  90 p e r c e n t .  N o r  c o u l d  t h e y  d e r i v e  c o m f o r t  from 
s u c h  news a s ,  f o r  example ,  was b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  I n n e r  Mon- 
go l ia  R e g i o n a l  R a d i o  o n  21  November: "Ano the r  g r o u p  o f  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  y o u t h s  from P e k i n g  h a s  v o l u n t e e r e d  



t o  come t o  se t t le  e r m a n e n t l  i n  H s i l i n k u o l o  meng [ a  sub -  - p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d  v i s i o n ]  a n d  l i v e a m p l e  
h e r d s m a n ' s  l i f e . "  F i n a l l y ,  many Red Guards  p r o m  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r ,  as  was t h e  case w i t h  e a r l i e r  
commands, would n o t  be e n f o r c e d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many t e a c h e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  w e r e  r e l u c t -  
a n t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  c l a s s r o o m s  f u l l  o f  young t o u g h s  who had 
o n l y  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  t e r r o r i d e  them. More- 
o v e r ,  t h e  t e a c h e r s  were n o t  r e i n v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  f o r m e r  
a u t h o r i t y .  A good example  o f  t h i s  is p r o v i d e d  by t h e  so- 
c a l l e d  " E i g h t  R u l e s  o f  R e s p e c t  f o r  T e a c h e r s  and  E i g h t  R u l e s  
of Love f o r  S t u d e n t s , "  p u b l i s h e d  "mere ly  f o r  r e f e r e n c e w  
i n  t h e  11 November P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y .  Drawn u p  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  
a t  P e k i n g ' s  T s a o c h a n g t i  Midd le  S c h o o l ,  t h e  w r u l e s l l  c o n t a i n e d  ; *  

t h e  u s u a l  e x h o r t a t i o n s - - " B e  Chairman Mao's  nood s t u d e n t s 1 ' - -  
b u t  d e m o n s t r a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  p u p i l s ,  i f  t h e y  had any- 
t h i n g  t o  s a y  a b o u t  i t ,  d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e i r  
power o v e r  t h e  f a c u l t y .  The  k e y  r u l e s  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

R u l e  ~ i v e  ( f o r  s t u d e n t s )  -- R e g a r d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
matters, pay  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  
p r o g r e s s  and  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  h e l p  them t o  
a c h i e v e  s u c c e s s ,  r e c t i f y  t h e i r  d e f e c t s  
and  e r r o r s ,  a n d  improve  t h e i r  work .  

R u l e  F i v e  ( f o r  t e a c h e r s )  -- R e s p e c t  t h e  m a s s e s ,  
t r u s t  t h e  m a s s e s ,  humbly l e a r n  from t h e  . 
s t u d e n t s  and  b e  t h e i r  w i l l i n g  p u p i l s .  



I n  sum, a l t h o u g h  t h e  back - to - schoo l  movement o f  
l a t e ' 1 9 6 7  was more s u c c e s s f u l  (and more s u s t a i n e d )  t h a r  
s i m i l a r  d r i v e s  d u r i n g  March and J u l y ,  t h e r e  were still  
m a j o r ,  u n r e s o l v e d  p r o b l e m s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Red Guards .  
A f e w  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i a i s e  w i t h  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  f rom 
t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, t h e  PRCs andMRCs ,  o r  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  Commissions;  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  some 
g r o u p s  r e f u s e d  t o  c e a s e  l i a i s i n g .  Moreover ,  a s  was t h e  
c a s e  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  J u l y ,  g e t t i n g  t h e  Red Guards  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  m e a n t ,  i n  many i n s t a n c e s , ,  m e r e l y  t h a t  . 
t h e  b a t t l e g r o u n d  f o r  h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s  would be c o n f i n e d  
t o  t h e  campuses; i n  some c a s e s ,  t h e  campus w a r f a r e  was 
e v e n  more s a v a g e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l i m i t e d  a r e a .  

F i n a l l y ,  a  m a j o r  problem c o n t i n u e d  t o  be t h a t  
p o l i c y  p ronouncemen t s ,  a t  b o t h  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l - m u n i c i p a l  
and n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  r e m a i n e d  open t o  c o n t r a r y  i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  s e l e c t i v e  quo t a t i o n .  F o r  
example ,  o n  25 December,  t h e  S h a n g h a i  M u n i c i p a l  P u b l i c  
S e c u r i t y  Bureau  i s s u e d  a  n o t i c e  e n t i t l e d ,  "On Smashing 
t h e  C r i m i n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  Young H o o l i g a n s . "  S t a t i n g  
t h a t  " S h a n g h a i ' s  young h o o l i g a n s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  r u n  w i l d  
i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s , "  t h e  n o t i c e  i n d i c a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  



t h e  o f f e n d e r s  were Red G u a r d s  and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels: 

By e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  means,  t h e y  s a b o t a g e  
t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  of c l a s s e s  and t h e  making  
of r e v o l u t i o n  [ i n  t h e  s c h o o l s ] ,  u n d e r m i n e  
s o c i a l i s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  d i s r u p t  s o c i a l  
s e c u r i t y ,  e n t i c e  and  c o r r u p t  y o u n g s t e r s  
and t e e n a g e r s ,  i n s u l t  women, and  o p p r e s s  
t h e  m a s s e s  i n  a  v a i n  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s t u r b  
t h e  g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  ... of Cha i rman  
Mao.. . 

However,  i n  a n n o u n c i n g  t h a t  s u c h  " c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
m u s t  be r e s o l u t e l y  s u p p r e s s e d , "  t h e  Bureau  p r o c l a i m e d :  

P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  o r g a n s  a t  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s ,  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  
m a n g h a i ,  t h e  b r o a d  masses  of p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f i g h t e r s ,  Red Guard r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  young w a r r i o r s ,  a n d o n -  
a r y  m a s s e s  s h o u l d  go i n t o  immed ia t e  a c t i o n ,  
c o o r d i n a t e  and c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  
a n d ,  u n d e r  t h e  s i n g l e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
S h a n g h a i  M u n i c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commi t t ee ,  
f i g h t  a  p e o p l e ' s  wa r  o f  e n c i r c l i n g  and  
s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  young h o o l i g a n s .  

T h u s ,  t h e  Red G u a r d s  c o u l d  (and some p r o b a b l y  d i d )  t w i s t  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  a r o u n d - - f o r  example ,  by e d i t i n g  o u t  t h e  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  MRC l e a d e r s h i p - - s o  t h a t  i t  a p p e a r e d  t o  s a n c -  
t i o n  a n o t h e r  r o u n d  of f a c t i o n a l  c l a s h e s .  

A f i n a l  c l a s s i c  example  o f  t h e  d a n g e r s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  s p e l l i n g  o u t  a n  e s s e n t i a l l y  m o d e r a t e  l i n e  i n  m i l i t a n t  
terms is p r o v i d e d  by  C h i a n g  C h i n g l s  12 November s p e e c h  
a t  a  P e k i n g  fo rum o n  " l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t . l l  On t h i s  oc- 
c a s i o n ,  s h e  i n fo rmed  w o r k e r s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  c i r c l e s  
wha t  t h e y  s h o u l d  d o  i n  t h e i r  own u n i t s  t o  f u r t h e r  r e f o r m  
( i . e . ,  p r o s t i t u t e )  C h i n e s e  c u l t u r e  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  
l t c u l t u r a l l l  r e v o l u t i o n .  S t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  would d o  a  l l l o t  
of goodv1 to  " s h a k e  up1' a  c e r t a i n  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  s t u d i o  
and  some b a l l e t  and  t h e a t r i c a l  t r o u p e s - - " t h e y  a r e  p o o l s  
of s t a g n a n t  w a t e r w - - t h e  Madame e x v l i c i t l y  f o r b a d e  " s h a k i n g  



up" t h o s e  l l u n i t s  wh ich  a r e  a l r e a d y  i n  good o r d e r 1 ?  a s  w e l l  
a s  u n i t s  " a l r e a d y  thrown i n t o  c o n f u s i o n . "  - 

S t r i p p i n g  away t h e  m i l i t a n t  v e r b i a g e ,  i t  is c l e a r  
t h a t  o n e  o f  h e r  m a j o r  c o n c e r n s  was  t o  s p e e d  up  t h e  forma-  
t i o n  o f  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s t 1  and  " three-way 
 alliance^.^^ However, t h e  Madame a d v o c a t e d  a c c c m p l i s h i n g  
t h i s  by  " d r a g g i n g - o u t w  more "bad e l e m e n t s , "  and  h e r  
i n i m i t a b l e  i n ~ e c t i v e - - ~ ~ T h r o w  t h e  enemy i n t o  c o n f u s i o n !  
Throw t h e  enemy i n t o  c o n f u s i o n : l T f - - t e n d e d  t o  o b s c u r e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  s h e  was c a l l i n g  for  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of M a o f s  
" g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  p1an.l '  And a f t e r  h e r  s p e e c h  was d i s -  
s e m i n a t e d  a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  d i r e c t i v e  on 13 November, Red 
Guards  a n d  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  c i t e d  it a s  a j u s t i f i c a -  
t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  f u r t h e r  d e p r e d a t i o n s ,  when M a o f s  d e s i r e  
was  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  l e v e l  of v i o i e n c e  by g e t t i n g  t h e  young 
f a n a t i c s  back  t o  s c h o o l .  

C. E n t e r i n g  1968 

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
we s t u d e n t s  were e n c o u r a g e d  t o  j o i n  i n  en -  
t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ,  t o  become its l e a d e r s ,  a n d  
t o  behave  i n  w h a t e v e r  way we l i k e d  a c c o r d -  
i n g  t o  o u r  own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Chairman 
Mao 's  l i t t l e  r e d  book. B u t  now t h e  w o r k e r s  
h a v e  become t h e  l e a d i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  a n d  w e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  o r d e r e d  t o  r e t u r n  
t o  s c h o o l  and  n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  
w o r k e r s .  

--A s t u d e n t  a t  Nanking U n i v e r s i t y ,  2 
J a n u a r y  1968 

A s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  o n l y  n i n e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees had b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 1 J a n u a r y  1968 ,  l e a v i n g  1 6  
p r o v i n c e s  and  f o u r  autonomous r e g i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commi t t ee  l l p r e p a r a t o t y  g roups"  o r  m i l i -  
t a r y  c o n t r o l  commissions. T h u s ,  i n  some t w o - t h i r d s  of 
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  " th ree -way  a l l i a n c e s v *  had n o t  b e e n  e f f e c t e d ,  



and many Red Guards  and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  i n  t h e s e  
a r e a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  v i e  f o r  s l o t s  i n  t h e  new o r d e r .  

C l e a r l y ,  t h e  t a s k  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
20 r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees was a  t r e m e n d o u s l y  d i f f i c u l t  
one .  Mao still  r e f u s e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  PLA t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w h i l e  t h e  
long,,drawn-out n e g o t i a t i o n s  were i n  p r o g r e s s  i n  P e k i n g .  
I .e . ,  t h e  army was  s t i l l  bound by t h e  5 Sep tember  d i r e c -  
t i v e :  u n i t s  c o u l d  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i f  R e b e l s  a t t e m p t e d  
t o  seize t h e i r  weapons ,  b u t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  i n t e r v e n e  
w i t h  f o r c e  t o  s t o p  armed c l a s h e s  be tween  r i v a l  f a c t i o n s ,  
I n  Yunnan, f o r  example ,  a  PLA u n i t  r e p o r t e d  a  " r i f l e  
b a t t l e w  i n  p r o g r e s s  i n  Kunming, b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  "no mat- 
t e r  how s e r i o u s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  w e  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  
open  f i re ."  I n  Amoy, r e s i d e n t s  d e p l o r e d  t h e  a r m y ' s  
hands-of f  p o s t u r e ,  and o n e  writer n o t e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  
were c a s e s  o f  o l d  women t u g g i n g  o n  t h e  a rms  o f  PLA p e r -  
s o n n e l ,  b e s e e c h i n g  them t o  p u t  a  s t o p  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  
by f o r c e , "  A n o t h e r  w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  why " t h e  two 
[ ~ m o ~ ]  f a c t i o n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  f i g h t  f u r i o u s l y  is t h a t ,  
s o  f a r ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  [CRG] h a s  n o t  o p e n l y  s t a t e d  wh ich  
o f  t h e  two is t h e  g e n u i n e  L e f t i s t  f a c t i o n . "  

. I n  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  t h e  M a o i s t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  two 
m a j o r  o p p o s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were b o t h  r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  
Subh d e c i s i o n s  had b e e n  handed down, i n t e r  a l i a ,  w i t h  -- 
r e g a r d  t o  the c o n t e n d i n g  f a c t i o n s  i n  Kwangtung and  T i b e t .  
However, t h e  f a c t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s  were n o t  g o i n g  t o  pas-  
s i v e l y  a c q u i e s c e  and  c a l l  i t  a  d a y ,  l e t t i n g  bygones  be 
bygones  and  f o r m i n g  a  " r e v c l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e "  w i t h  
t h e i r  e n e m i e s .  T h e r e  had been  t o o  much b l o o d s h e d ,  t h e r e  
were t o o  many scores y e t  t o  be s e t t l e d ,  P a r t y  a u t h o r i t y  
had been  t o o  t h o r o u g h l y  d e b a s e d ,  and  t h e  PLA was n o t  em- 
powered t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  young t o u g h s  s e t t l e d  down 
w h e t h e r  t h e y  l i k e d  i t  o r  n o t .  The  p r o v i n c i a l  "Mao-study 
c l a s s e s l l  b e i n g  h e l d  i n  P e k i n g  were e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t s  
i n  t h e  movement t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r d e r ,  
b u t  t h e y  were n o t  t h e  D r a c o n i c  s o l u t i o n  t h a t  was r e q u i r e d  
t o  f i n a l l y  c o n v i n c e  t h e  Red Guards  t h a t  Mao had dumped 



them i n  f a v o r  of  a  new vangua rd - - the  w o r k e r s  and  p e a s a n t s - -  
a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  time h e  meant  what  he  s a i d . *  

An e x c e l l e n t  example  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  r i v a l  f a c t i c n s  t o  sit down and  i r o n  o u t  
t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a  p e a c e f u l  manner--even w i t h  C e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e - - i s  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
o f  t h e  P e k i n g  llMao-study c lass"  for r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
t h e  two m a j o r  T i b e t a n  g roups - - the  Lhasa  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
R e b e l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  (LRH) and t h e  G r e a t  A l l i a n c e  G e n e r a l  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  (GAH). The c l a s s  convened  ( a t  t h e  P e k i n g  
A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e )  i n  e a r l y  March,  b u t  o n l y  a f t e r  a  
h a s s l e  i n  Lhasa  c o n c e r n i n g  who was t o  a t t e n d .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  c o n v e n i n g  of t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  
had a  c a l m i n g  effect  i n  some a r e a s  o f  T i b e t .  

L i L  LRH G? s t a t e d  t h a t  i ts  members had r e t u r n e d  t o - w o r k  
er of f a c t o r i e s ,  e v e n  c r e d i t i n g  some GAH p e r s o n n e l  

w i t h  d o i n g  t h e  same,  and  r e p o r t e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Lhasa  
t o  be " e x t r e m e l y  good."  The GAH r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  a s  of 
7 March,  19 of its combat  t eams  had t u r n e d  i n  t h e i r  wea- 

. pons  t o  t h e  G a r r i s o n  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  I n  S h i g a t s e  (100 
m i l e s  west o f  L h a s a ) ,  t h e  " M i l i t a r y  S u b - D i s t r i c t  Sup- 
p o r t - t h e - L e f t  Officef1 c o n g r a t u l a t e d  b o t h  f a c t i o n s  o n  
9  March f o r  " r e a c h i n g  a n  a c c o r d  o n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  [ a  

*Othe r  i n d i c a t o r s  ( e a r l y  1968) t h a t  t h e  Red Guards  
were n o  l o n g e r  Mao's f a v o r i t e s  i n c l u d e d :  ( a )  t h e  resump- 
t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  a f t e r  a  h i a t u s  o f  n e a r l y  
two y e a r s ;  (b )  t h e  f u r t h e r  a s s i g n m e n t ,  r e p o r t e d l y  perma- 
n e n t ,  o f  t h o u s a n d s  of s t u d e n t s  t o  remote b o r d e r  a r e a s  
a s  w o r k e r s ;  ( c )  a  1 0  J a n u a r y  o r d e r  o f  t h e  P e k i n g  MRC 
d i r e c t i n g  a l l  " l i a i s o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s "  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  
t o  l e a v e  by 20 J a n u a r y ,  and  b a n n i n g  t h e  s a l e  o f  Red 
Guard n e w s p a p e r s ;  and (d)  i n c r e a s i n g  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  
need  f o r  h a r d  work and  f r u g a l i t y : ( f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  Red 
Guard C o n g r e s s  i n  S h i h c h i a c h u a n g ,  Hopei  P r o v i n c e ,  was 
p r a i s e d  i n  t h e  Peo  l e t s  D a i l y  f o r  h a v i n g  " c u t  its s t a f f  L f rom 63 t o  17", and  ' m o v m s  o f f i c e s  f rom a  w e l l -  
f u r n i s h e d  f o u r - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a  t o  a  
s i m p l e  b u i l d i n g  i n  a  s c h o o l " ) :  



r e v o l u t i o n a r y ]  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e . l l  T h i n g s  seemed t o  be l'ook- 
i n g  up .  

I n  P e k i n g ,  meanwhi l e ,  t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  made r a p i d  
p r o g r e s s  a n d  s i g n e d  a  d r a f t  a g r e e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  a n  LRH' 
GAH l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  great a l l i a n c e "  o n  13 March. The  . 
a g r e e m e n t  p r o m i s e d  t h a t  t h e  t w o  f a c t i o n s  w i l l  " i m m e d i a t e l y  
u n i t e  t o  t h o r o u g h l y  s t r i k e  down a n d  c r i t i c i ze  t h e  common 
enemy1'--e.g. ,  Wang Chi-mei ,  Depu ty  Commander o f  t h e  T i b e t  
MR, and a  common t a r g e t  o f  b o t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Wi th  ' 
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c a s e  of Chou Jen - shan :*  

Pr ior  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s 1  f o r m a l l y  
e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  b o t h  f a c t i o n s  
mus t  r e s e r v e - t h e l r  own r e s p e c t i v e  v i e w p o i n t s ,  
n o t  f o r c e  them on  t h e  o t h e r ,  and  a b s o l u t e l y  
n o t  h i n d e r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e .  
After t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r m a l l y  e x p r e s s  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  t w o  f a c t i o n s  mus t  h a n d l e  
t h e i r  a f f a i r s  i n  f i r m  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  f rom c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  p l e d g e d  t h a t  t h e  two 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would :  : ( a )  ' " s t o p  armed s t r u g g l e  a t  once ;"  
( b )  " i m m e d i a t e l y  t u r n  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  l o t  of  weapons and  
ammuni t ion  and c o m p l e t e l y  d i s m a n t l e  a l l  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  armed s t r u g g l e ; "  (c) l l s t r i c t l y  p r o h i b i t  t h e  t r a n s f e r  
o f  f a r m e r s  and  herdsmen t o  t h e  c i t i e s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  armed 
s t r u g g l e ; "  ( d )  r e t u r n  e v e r y o n e  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  u n i t s  
"before 18 Marchq1 and  see to  i t  t h a t  t h e  r e t u r n e e s  " t r e a t  
o n e  a n o t h e r  ~ o r d i a l l y ; ~ ~  (e) " i m m e d i a t e l y  restore o v e r a l l  
communica t ions  and  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
and  make a  g r e a t  e f f o r t  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  g r a s p  s p r i n g  f a rm 
work p r o d u c t i o n  and  i n s u r e  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  c o m m ~ d i t i e s ; ~  
( f )  " p r o h i b i t  t h e  n o n - p r o d u c t i v e  u s e  o f  v e h i c l e s ,  f r u g a l l y  

*Chou, s t r o n g l y  backed  by  t h e .  LRH and  b i t t e r l y  opposed  
by t h e  GAH, was  A c t i n g  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  T i b e t  P a r t y  
Commit tee .  He h e l d  n o  r e a l  a u t h o r i t y  a f t e r  t h e  "power-. 
s e i z u r e 1 '  o f  J a n u a r y  1967. a '..., 



c o n d u c t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and  s t r i k e  down a n a r c h i s m ,  s t r e n g t h -  
e n  l a b o r  d i s c i p l i n e ,  and  a b i d e  by  f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s ; "  (g) become e x e m p l a r s  i n  " s u p p o r t  t h e  
army" work;  and  ( h )  a p p o i n t  1 4  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ( s e v e n  
LRH, s e v e n  GAH) t o  o r g a n i z e  a  " G r e a t  A l l i a n c e  Committee 
o f  t h e  Two G r e a t  T i b e t a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Mass O r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  s i g n a t o r i e s  ( t h r e e  LRH, t h r e e  GAH) s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  had b e e n  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  
and was now i n  e f f e c t .  

The  i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  i n  T i b e t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  13 
March a c c o r d  was a  mixed o n e .  From Pomi (300  m i l e s  e a s t  
o f  L h a s a )  , I 

a n , a g r e e m e n t  had b e e n  r e a c h e d  and  
I 

'normal s e r v i c e s  w!re r e s t o r e d "  i n  t h e  town. From L h a s a ,  
however ,  LRHLJ e v i n c e d  c l e a r  d i s p l e a s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
ag reemen t  h a  c o n c l u d e d  i n  P e k i n g  w i t h o u t  s u b m i t t i n g  
t h e  p r o p o s a l s  t o  t h e  m a s s e s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n , "  and  l i s t e d  
s e v e r a l  " d e f i c i e n c i e s w  i n  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
" s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  r e v i s i o n . "  Moreover ,  t h e  GAH was  r e p o r t -  
e d l y  less  t h a n  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  Chou Jen - shan  q u e s t i o n  
had b e e n  s h e l v e d  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  s i n c e  t h e  GAH "con- 
s i d e r s  compromise t o  be  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  Chai rman Mao's  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e . "  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  T i b e t  r e m a i n e d  r e l a -  
t i v e l y  ca lm t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  rest o f  March and mos t  o f  A p r i l ,  
and t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  i n  P e k i n g  r e m a i n e d  i n  s e s s i o n .  

By l a t e  A p r i l ,  however ,  t e n s i o n s  i n  T i b e t  began  
t o  i n c r e a s e  r a p i d l y .  On 2 3  A p r i l ,  a n  LRH u n i t  c h a r g e d  
t h a t  LRH members o f  t h e ' p e k i n g  s t u d y  c l a s s  were g u i l t y  
o f  " r i g h t  s p l i t t i s m "  and  " r i g h t  c a p i t u l a t i o n i s m "  f o r  
b a c k i n g  down o n  t h e  demands t h a t  Chou Jen - shan  b e  d e c l a r e d  
a  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e u  and  t h a t  J e n  J u n g  and t h e  T i b e t  
MR command be condemned f o r  r e p r e s s i n g  t h e  LRH i n  Febru-  
a r y  o f  1967.  I t  a l s o  demanded t h a t  J e n  b e  d i s m i s s e d  a s  
head o f  t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  and  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  d e c i s i o n s  o f  
t h e  c l a s s  "must be s u b m i t t e d  f o r  o u r  c o n c u r r e n c e . "  The  
LRH b r a n c h  i n  S h i g a t s e  l e v e l l e d  i d e n t i c a l  c h a r  es on  5 
May, a d d i n g  t h a t ,  " u n l e s s  you [ r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  'i i m m e d i a t e l y  
r e f o r m ,  w e  w i l l  q u i c k l y  o r d e r  you back  t o  T i b e t . "  



The s p l i t  i n  t h e  LRH became w i d e r  a f t e r  Chou En- 
l a i l s  4 May s t a t e m e n t  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG 
had  n o t  y e t  d e c i d e d  Chou J e n - s h a n b f s  f a t e ,  he  would n o t  
be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  membersh ip  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
mittee when i t  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  C e n t r a l  
Commi t t ee  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  J e n  J u n g  and  t h e  T i b e t  MR were 
n o t  t o  be a t t a c k e d .  On 5 and  7 May, Chang Kuo-hua s p o k e  
t o  t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s ,  and r e p e a t e d  t h e  o r d e r  t h a t  Chou Jen -  
s h a n  would be e x c l u d e d  f rom t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e .  

C h a n g l s  s p e e c h e s  and  t h e  C e n t r a l  o r d e r s  c a u s e d  
d i s a r r a y  i n  LRH r a n k s .  On 7 May, a n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  LRH 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  Lhasa  o r d e r e d  t h e  LRH 2 0 t  h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
i n  T i e n c h u a n  (Szechwan) t o  obey  C h o u ' s  4  May i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  and  s t a t e d  t h a t  " b r a n c h e s  and h e a d q u a r t e r s  s h o u l d  
h o l d  r a l l i e s  t o  s i g n i f y  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  comply w i t h  and  
c a r r y  o u t 1 *  t h e  o r d e r .  However,  a n  LRH m i n o r i t y - - r e p o r t -  
e d l y  t h e  Lhasa-based  lst ,  2nd,  a n d  4 t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s - -  
i s s u e d  a  f o u r - p o i n t  " d e c i s i o n 1 '  on  11 May r e c a l l i n g  a l l  
LRH members of t h e  P e k i n g  s t u d y  c l a s s ,  vowing c o n t i n u e d  
s u p p o r t  f o r  Chou J e n - s h a n ,  c r i t i c i z i n g  Chang Kuo-hua, 
and c a l l i n g  f o r  heavy a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  J e n  J u n g .  On 1 9  
May, a n o t h e r  LRH f a c t i o n  " c a n c e l l e d w  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l s  o f  
its f o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  P e k i n g .  On t h e  22nd,  t h e  LRH 
9 t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " t h e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  [ ~ h a s a ]  
M u n i c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committee d e c i d e d  i n  P e k i n g  is 
n u l l  and  v o i d . "  

F i n a l l y ,  on  2 4  May, t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  d e c i d e d  t o  
" t o p p l e "  Chou Jen - shan .  S e v e r e  f i g h t i n g  b r o k e  o u t  a g a i n  
i n  Lhasa  as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  and was p o s s i b l y  
e n c o u r a g e d  by a n  8 May d i r e c t i v e  which  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
T i b e t  q u e s t i o n  would be p u t  o n  t h e  back  b u r n e r  u n t i l  
t h e  more u r g e n t  p rob lems  o f  Szechwan and F u k i e n  had been  
s o l v e d  ( t h u s  g i v i n g  t h e  LRH and GAH more t i m e  t o  t r y  t o  
knock  e a c h  o t h e r  o f f ) .  1 

I I 

J u n e ,  m a r t i a l  raw was d e c l a r e d  i n  L h a s a ;  o n  a b o u t  



9 J u n e ,  c i v i l  communica t ions  s h u t  down.* I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  Lhasa -Pek ing  a i r l i n e  was g r o u n d e d ,  and  t h e  two m a j o r  
l a n d  r o u t e s  i n t o  T i b e t  were d i s r u p t e d  (br idges  d e s t r o y e d ,  
f i g h t i n g ,  a n d  f l o o d i n g ) .  

As o f  1 March 1968, 14 r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s  
r e m a i n e d  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  p rov ince / au tonomous  
r e g i o n  l e v e l .  V i o l e n c e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  T i b e t - - v i o l e n c e  
t h a t  p r e c l u d e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  14 commit tees- -  
was n o t e d  i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  
b u t  a l s o  i n  some a r e a s  where  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s  
had b e e n  s e t  u p  for some time. T h i s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
imminent  p u r g e  of A c t i n g  PLA C h i e f  of Staff  Yang Cheng- 
wu, p r o v i d e d  a n o t h e r ,  a l b e i t  t e m p o r a r y ,  s e t b a c k  t o  Maof s - I  

" g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  . I 1  .a .:! 

*Normal r a d i o  communica t ions  s e r v i c e s  r e m a i n e d  o u t  
u n t i l  4  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  e v e  of t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
T i b e t  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committee.  



X . RECTIFYING THE RED GUARDS 

"1 have been d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  n e a r l y  two yea r s .  M s i n g  
from t h e  r a n k s  of Rebel f i g h t e r s ,  I l a t e r  
became t h e  commander df some 400 comrades- 
in-arms. They a l l  gave me unreserved 
s u p p o r t ,  because I had fought  courageously 
i n  b a t t l e  and always been l o y a l  t o  our  
g r e a t  l e a d e r ,  Chairman Mao. However,. 
c a l ami ty  f e l l  upon m e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  month 
when I was d i smissed  from my l e a d e r s h i p  
p o s t  by t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  t h e  h ighe r  

8 

f l e v e l  on t h e  grounds t h a t  I had committed 
'mis takes '  on c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s .  I f e e l  
very f r u s t r a t e d  and d e j e c t e d  because of 
t h i s  d i shonor  . . . There a r e  many Rebel 
l e a d e r s  who have committed mis takes  and 
t h u s  been d ismissed .  l1 

-- A Rebel i n  Ts ingtao ,  23 March 1968 

"Seize power i f  t h e  b a t t l e  is won. I f  
l o s t ,  e n t e r  i n t o  an a l l i a n c e . l t  

-- A Red'Guard headquar te rs  i n  Golmo 
( T s h g h a i ) ,  10  A p r i l  1968 

A. The "Twin Ev i l s "  of Anarchism and Fac t iona l i sm 

By means of t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  Peking, 12  more 
r evo lu t iona ry  committees were set up a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
l e v e l  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  months of 1968, thereby  br ing-  
ing  t h e  t o t a l  t o  21 and l e a v i n g  e i g h t  y e t  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  
A t  the same t i m e ,  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  " twin e v i l s f 1  of 
anarchism and f a c t i o n a l i s m  was g r e a t l y  i n t e n s i f i e d ,  t h e  
purpose being t o  persuade  h o s t i l e  Red Guard and Revolution- 
a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  g e t  on With t h e  bus ines s  of 



forming " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s , "  r each ing  accords  
on which c a d r e s  were l l r evo lu t iona ry"  and thus  e l i g i b l e  
f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  "three-way a l l i a n c e s , "  and defending 
and c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees a t  va r ious  
l e v e l s .  

An a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  dangers  posed by 
anarchism t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  complet ion of t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  appeared i n  t h e  25 February Peop le ' s  Dai ly .  
E n t i t l e d  "Anarchism Is t h e  P o l i t i c a l  ~ r l d g e  L e a d w o  
C o u n t e r r e v ~ l u t i o n , ~  t h e  a r t i c l e  complained t h a t :  

. . . i n  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  onslaught  of anarchism, 
someccomrades i n  our  r anks  cannot  resist t h e  
tempt8tkbnnf o r  some immediate gains . . . Some 
people  no t  on ly  f a i l  t o  oppose anarchism, bu t ,  
s e e i n g  t h a t  some o t h e r  people  have "something 
t o  ga inw from anarchism? a r e  even a f r a i d  of 
be ing  l e f t  out  of t h e  game, and a r e  apprehen- 
s i v e  t h a t  "once t h e  oppor tun i ty  is gone, i t  
w i l l  be hard  f o r  them t o  g e t  what t hey  want." 

Turning next  t o  t h e  t a c t i c s  employed by such people ,  t h e  
au tho r  s t a t e d :  

People  engaged i n  anarchism o f t e n  adopt  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  s l o g a n s  t o  cover  up t h e  bourgeois  
e s sence  of t h e i r  r e a c t i o n a r y  t r e n d  of thought :  
"What I am doing is r e b e l l i o n , "  "I am emanci- 
p a t  i ng  myself ," and "Oppose new enslavement ! l1 

Tbey become f u r i o u s  a s  soon a s  they  a r e  crit-  
i c i z e d  by o t h e r s ,  c lamoring,  "You a r e  s h i f t i n g  
t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  d i r e c t -  
i n g  t h e  spearhead  a t  t h e  masses,'' and s o  f o r t h .  

Neve r the l e s s ,  i t  was argued t h a t  only "a very s m a l l  number 
of people  a r e  going over  t o  t h e  s i d e  of c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n  
v i a  t h e  dangerous b r idge  of anarchism." W h i l e  such  people  
must be s u b j e c t e d  t o  " p r o l e t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r s h i p "  and " r u t h -  
l e s s l y  suppressed ,"  t h e  au tho r  maintained t h a t ,  " i n  most 
ca ses , "  t h o s e  in f luenced  by anarchism could  be  saved  "as 
long a s  w e  p a t i e n t l y  c a r r y  ou t  i d e o l o g i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
work w i t h  them1;" I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  Maoists s t i l l  f e l t  
t h a t  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  q u e l l  f a c t i o n a l  v io l ence  and 
r e o r d e r  t h e  r anks  of t h e  L e f t  by e s s e n t i a l l y  p a c i f i c  means. 



As noted i n  t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  method employed i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees--i.e.,  negot ia-  
t i o n s  invo lv ing  C e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  and p r o v i n c i a l  Rebels,  
~ r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  c a d r e s ,  and PLA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  r a t h e r  
t han  an enforced ,  u n i l a t e r a l  f i a t  from above--were extremely 
complicated and time consuming. Moreover, t h e  committees 
were i n h e r e n t l y  u n s t a b l e ,  some more than  o t h e r s ,  because 
t h e i r  composition was never  t o t a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  
competing f a c t i o n a l  groups t h a t  d e s i r e d  t o  s e c u r e  f o r  them- 
s e l v e s  a dominant p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  new o r d e r  a t  t h e  expense 
of t h e i r  enemies.  

Accordingly,  t h e  defense  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of t h e  
r evo lu t iona ry  committees was a major concern  dur ing  e a r l y  
1968. On 18 February,  i n  ah a t tempt  t o  g u r t h e r  remove t h e  
PLA from f a c t i o n a l  c l a s h e s  and i n c r e a s e  its e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
i n  suppor t ing  t h e  committees, a C e n t r a l  Committee d i r e c t i v e  
ordered a l l  dependents of m i l i t a r y  c a d r e s  t o  withdraw from 
mass o rgan iza t ions .  (The o rde r  was r e i t e r a t e d  by t h e  MAC 
on 30 March.) On 4 March, a t  t h e  inaugura t ion  of t h e  MRC 
i n  Wuhsi (some 70 miles west-northwest of Shanghai),  Chang 
Chun-chiao, member of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG and head of t h e  
ShanghaijMRC, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  "es tab l i shment  of t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  committee by no means i n d i c a t e s  t h e  end of t h e  
c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  l1 inasmuch a s  t h e  committee is "an extremely 
important t a r g e t  of t h i s  s t rugg le . "  Hence, he s a i d ,  "We 
must . . . use  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  means t b  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  
r evo lu t iona ry  committee . . . (I* 

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Chang cau t ioned  h i s  audience t o  
remember t h a t  " t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee is a newborn 
e n t i t y  and w e  cannot  expec t  it t o  be born p e r f e c t ,  F o g  

*Chang Waf3 fol lowed t o  the  rostrum by a l l respons ib le  
person1' of l o c a l  PLA u n i t s ,  who avowed: "We r e s o l u t e l y  
suppor t  t h e  Wuhsi MRC and r e s o l u t e l y  p r o t e c t  its revolu- 
t i o n a r y  a u t h o r i t y .  We w i l l  g i v e  no q u a r t e r  t o  whoever 
d a r e s  t o  oppose t h e  r evo lu t iona ry  committee." 



p e r f e c t i o n  c a n  only  be ach ieved  g r a d u a l l y  i n  t h e  cou r se  
of s t ruggle .11  Even more important  was Chang's demand 
t h a t  " t h e r e  must be a  c o r r e c t  unders tanding  of t h e  n a t u r e  
of a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committeeu: "It is an o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  ho ld ing  power, and i t  c e r t a i n l y  is no t  
a  c o u n c i l  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass organiza t ions ."  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t  should  be noted t h a t  a  f a i r  number 
of PRCS had been purged du r ing  r e c e n t  months, t h a t  such 
purges  have cont inued  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  time, and t h a t  t hey  
no doubt w i l l  con t inue  a s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees a r e  
f u r t h e r  s t r e a m l i n e d  and c o n s o l i d a t e d .  With one o r  two 
e x c e p t i o n s ,  however, a s  of t h i s  w r i t i n g  (November 1968) 
t h e  purgees 'have  been r e l a t i v e l y  low-level 3ypes who were 

' probably engaged i n  a t t e m p t s  t o  f u r d h e r  t h e i r  own f o r t u n e s  
o r  t hose  of t h e i r  f a c t i o n s ,  thereby  undermining t h e  author-  
i t y  and endangering t h e  a l r e a d y  tenuous s t a b i l i t y  of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. 

Such s e l f - s e e k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  on t h e  p a r t  of some 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee members a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  who were 
not  named t o  t h e  committees (and t h u s  sought t o  o u s t  t h e  
incumbents),  were of unders tandable  concern t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  and t h i s  concern  was c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  p r e s s .  On 10 March, for -example ,  
t h e  Ts inan  Tachung (Masses) Da i ly  was extremely outspoken 
i n  its crit icism of S h a n t u n g m l s .  "Even today,"  t h e  
e d i t o r i a l  d e c r i e d ,  there a r e  people  " f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  
c o r e  of power and p o s i t i o n ,  d i z z y  wi th  t h e i r  c r a v i n g  f o r  
' fame, power, and prof i t .  "' More s p e c i f  i ca1 ly : -  

Leaders  of t h e  va r ious  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
u s u a l l y  can  nobly s h o u t  very loud s l o g a n s  
of llf i g h t  s e l f  B n t e r e s i 7  and repudia  te  
revision ism.^ However, when t h e  t i m e  comes 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  group f o r  t h e  
three-way a l l i a n c e ,  t h e y  a r e  no longer  what 
t h e y  seem t o  be. Leaders  of var ious  organi-  
z a t i o n s  of workers,  p e a s a n t s ,  and Red Guards, 
a s  w e l l  a s  c a d r e s ,  w i l l  a l l  speak out  i n  
f a v o r  of t h e i r  own o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and f i g h t  
f o r  membership i n  t h e  D e a d e r s h i g 7  group. 



\ 

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s u c c i n c t l y  c o n t r a s t e d  Mao's 
" l a t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s l l  w i th  t h e  Rebels '  a c t i v i t i e s :  

While Chairman Mao c a l l s  on us t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e , ' t h e y  t e n a c i o u s l y  
defend  thei r  own s m a l l  s t rongho lds .  While 
Chairman Mao t eaches  u s  t o  t a l k  less about 
t h e  shortcomings of o t h e r s  and more about our 
own, t h e y  i m p l i c i t l y  a t t a c k  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
and r e f u s e  t o  make c o n s c i e n t i o u s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m .  
W h i l e  Chairman Mao asks  u s  t o  g r a s p  r e v o l u t i o n  
and d o  a  s t i l l  b e t t e r  j o b  i n  a l l  f i e l d s ,  t hey  
c o n s t a n t l y  promote work s toppages  and suppres s  
r e v o l u t i o n .  I n s t e a d  of fo l lowing  Chairman Maots 
i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e y  c a r r y  out  r e v o l u t i o n  accord ing  
t o  t h e i r  own wish'es .* 

A s i m i l a r  l i n e  was propagandized i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  du r ing  
much of March. I n  Kiangs i ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  d a i l y  publ i shed  
s e v e r a l  s p i r i t e d  defenses  of t h e  PRC. I n  Peking, t h e r e  
were demons t ra t ions  a g a i n s t  d i s g r a c e d  P o l i t b u r o  member 
Tan Chen-lin and c a l l s  t o  defend Hsieh Fu-chih and t h e  
Peking MRC. On 20 March, t h e  Chekiang Dai ly  annihuhb$d 
t h a t  t h e  PRC " w i l l  soon be born," w e l c o m h e  r e t u r n  of 
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  "Mao-study c l a s s w  from Peking, s t a t e d  t h a t  
"we shou ld  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  and develop r evo lu t ion -  
a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  three-way a l l i a n c e s  
and ushe r  i n  w i t h  a c t u a l  deeds t h e  founding of t h e  provin- 
c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee," and warned t h a t  "Kuomintang 
agents1' opposed t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  RRC. 

A t  t h e  same time, it is impor tan t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  when 
t h e  Maois ts  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, t hey  d i d  no t  (nor  do t h e y  now) 
mean t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was n e a r i n g  an end. 
Although anarchism and f a c t i o n a l i s m  were roundly condemned, 
s o  were o t h e r  " e v i l s , "  i nc lud ing  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  "bad e l e -  
ments" were still  hidden wgthin t h e  r anks  of t h e  P a r t y  
( t hus  i n d i c a t i n g  more purges) .  I n  sumt t h e  Maoists wanted: 

*The b n s u  D a i l y  of 7 March was even more t o  t h e  p o i n t :  . - - - . .  .-- . - .  
"Other B t u d e n t d  do not  l i s t e n  t o  anyone. They do not  
l i s t e n  t o  t e a c h e r s ,  schoolmates ,  s c h o o l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees,  o r  even PLA t r a i n i n g  personnel .  They o f t e n  
s a y  B o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e d ,  'Who t h e  h e l l  a r e  you?'1t 



(1)  t o  t e r m i n a t e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  mass a t t a c k s  on t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  committees;  (2) a s  r equ i r ed ,  t o  purge and : ':; 

s t r e a m l i n e  t h e  committees,  e i the r  d i r e c t l y  from Peking 
o r  through c o n t i n u a l  personnel  s c r e e n i n g s  by t h e  committees 
themselves;  (3) t o  p u t  an end t o  f a c t i o n a l  c l a s h e s ;  (4) t o  
s t i m u l a t e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Qlan  by f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  on those  
a l r e a d y  i n  d i s g r a c e ;  and (5) by means of "Mao-study" c l a s s e s ,  
conducted i n  some a r e a s  by worker-soldier-cadre  propaganda 
teams, t o  c a r r y  ou t  " s t rugg le -c r i t i c i sm- t r ans fo rma t ion"  
( c r i t i c i s m ,  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  reform) i n  a  " p e n e t r a t i n g  way'' 
w i t h i n  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  and o f f i c e s .  The 
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was t o  cont inue-- t ransformed,  goJ 
abandoned--but i n  a  more manageable, compartmental ized 
f a s h i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees and promote Rebel obedience t o  both C e n t r a l  and - 
p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t y .  

B. " R i n h t i s t  Reversa l  of Verd ic t sw  and t h e  Purge of 
Yann Chew-wu 

By mid-March, there were s i g n s  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  was once a g a i n  moving i n t o  a n o t h e r ,  more m i l i t a n t  
phase.  The d e s i d e r a t a  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  p receding  paragraph 
were no t  p u t  a s i d e ,  bu t  it became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Maoists 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  emphasis on r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  had l e d  many t o  
b e l i e v e  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  hope) t h a t  there was l i t t l e  t o  'do 
t o  s e c u r e  t h e  "v i c to ryw of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  save  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  remaining PRCs and s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  committees 
a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  Moreover, committee members s e i z e d  upon 
t h e  o r d e r s  t o  defend and c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees a s  an organ of power t o  a t t e m p t  t o  s e c u r e  o r  
b e t t e r  t h e i r  own i n d i v i d u a l  f o r t u n e s .  T h i s  had l e d  t o  
i n s t a n c e s  of imperious behavior  of t h e  same t y p e  a s  had 
permeated t h e  P a r t y  Committees brought down by t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  e a r l i e r ,  conce r t ed  ' 

a t t a c k s  on t h e  " twin e v i l s "  of anarchism and f a c t i o n a l i s m  
had a p p a r e n t l y  a l lowed "e r r an t "  cad res  t o  be a p p o i n t e d ' t o  
p o s i t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y  wi thout  having gone through t h e  
"c leans ingvt  of s i n c e r e  "s t rugg lb -c r i  t ic i sm- t ransf  ormat ion.  " 
Thus, t h e  danger  e x i s t e d  t h a t  such people  w e r e  no t  new 
Maoist  men, b u t  r a t h e r  were ( o r  would become) u r e v i s i o n i s t "  
a p p a r a t c h i k s  of t h e  Liu-Teng type .  



An e a r l y  p u b l i c  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Maois ts  were 
concerned about  t h e  l o s s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  was 
provided by t h e  fo l lowing  s t a t emen t  i n  t h e  be l lwe the r  
Shanghai Wen H u i  Pao on 15 March: 

I n  t h i s  l i f e  and dea th  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  some 
comrades have r e l a x e d  t h e i r  v i g i l a n c e  say ing ,  
"Everything is q u i e t  now." F e e l i n g s  of s e c u r i t y  
and l e t h a r g y  have sprung up among t h e s e  comrades. 
Even t h o s e  comrades aware of t h e  sugar-coated 
b u l l e t s  f i e r s o n a l  p r o f i t ,  h a t e r i a l  i n c e n t i v e s ,  
etcJ a r e  a f r a i d  t o  o rgan ize  t h e  broad masses 
t o  c o u n t e r a t t a c k .  They a r e  a f r a i d  t o  d i s t u r b  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o s i t i o n  and o rde r  o r  t o  
d e s t r o y  t h e  a l l - r e d  appearance E f  t h e  revolu-  
t i o n a r y r ' c o m m i ~ ~ 7  and t h e  seemingly s e c u r e  ,, '7, - 
p o s i t  ion .  

On 20 March, t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  Peop le ' s  Da i lx  "Commentator" 
was e f f u s i v e  i n  h i s  p r a i s e  of t h e  "g rea t  h i s t o r i c a l  merits" 
of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses, and noted  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c a d r e s  "must adopt  a  c o r r e c t  a t t i t u d e  toward c r i t i c i s m  
from t h e  masses, a r e  o b l i g a t e d  t o  accept  criticism from 
t h e  masses, and have a b s o l u t e l y  no r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t h i s  
criticism." Observing t h a t  it was " q u i t e  obvious t h a t  
many c a d r e s  a r e  no t  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  prepared  f o r  t h i s  g r e a t  
f i u l t u r a L 7  r evo lu t ion , ' '  t h e  au tho r  warned c a d r e s  t h a t  
t h e r e  were on ly  two a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  they  cou ld  adopt wi th  
r ega rd  t o  t h e i r  e r r o r s :  

The f i r s t  i s s a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  c o r r e c t l y  and 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  conduct s e l f  - c r3 t  i c i s m  and 
l i s t e n  t o  c r i t i c i s m  from t h e  masses, t he reby  
winning t h e  unders tanding  and conf idence  of 
t h e  masses. The m a j o r i t y  of our c a d r e s  have 
adopted t h i s  a t t i t u d e .  The o t h e r  is t o  r e f u s e  
t o  make c o r r e c t i o n s ,  ven t ing  one ' s  resentment  
and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  toward mass c r i t i c i s m ,  
being cocky when t h e  oppor tun i ty  pe rmi t s ,  and 
compleQely nega t ing  t h e  mass movement. Such 
people ,  haviag committed mis takes  but  r e f u s i n g  
t o  c o r r e c t  them, a r e  bound t o  l o s e  t h e i r  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  s p i r i t  and go  a s t r a y .  



By f a r  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a t  t h e  s t a r t  
of t h e  new m i l i t a n t  phase c e n t e r e d ,  a s  one might expec t ,  
around t h e  pe r son  of Madame Mao. On 15 March, a long w i t h  
Chou En- la i ,  C e n t r a l  CRG l e a d e r s ,  Madame L in  P iao ,  and 
o t h e r s ,  Madame Mao m e t  i n  stormy s e s s i o n  w i t h  l e a d e r s  of 
t h e  Szechwan PRC P r e p a r a t o r y  Group (PG). The PG s tudy  
c l a s s  was bogged down i n  a  con t inu ing  d i s p u t e  over t h e  
p r e s e n t  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee's 10-point 
d e c i s i o n  on t h e  Szechwan problem of 7 May 1967. The  Madame 
(echoed by Chou) t o l d  t h e  c l a s s  t h a t  anyone who argued t h a t  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  was ou t  of d a t e  was a c t u a l l y  s eek ing  t o  " r e v e r s e  
t h e  v e r d i c t s t 1  on t h o s e  a l r e a d y  purged, and s h e  warned t h a t  
t h e  l l r i g h t i s t  r e v e r s a l  of v e r d i c t s  is t h e  c h i e f  danger 
throughout  t h e  country. l l  
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Three  days l a t e r ,  Madame Mao made t h e  same s t a t emen t  
t o  t h e  Chekiang "Mao-study c l a s s "  on t h e  eve  of its r e t u r n  
t o  Hangchow. Almost immediately,  t h e  danger  of l lver 'dict  
r e v e r s a l t f  became t h e  major t heme  i n  t h e  Chekiang Dai ly  and 
o t h e r  pape r s .  On 29 March, t h e  Shanghai Wen Hui Pao n o t  
only condemned t h e  "presen t  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  adverse  
c u r r e n t t f  and demanded t h a t  its proponents  be t lcompletely  
crushed, l l  bu t  a l s o ' s t a t e d  t h a t  "some b lack  cadres"  of Liu 
Shao-chi "have r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  o l d  p o s t s  d e s p i t e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  they  were overthrown . . ." Thus, another  
( l a t e  March) d i r e c t i v e  from Mao w i t h  r ega rd  t o  ' t h e  b a s i c  
way t o  b u i l d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committeestf:  

The b a s i c  expe r i ence  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
is th i s - - they  a r e  th ree- fo ld :  they  have repre-  
s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s ,  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses. 
T h i s  forms a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  three-way a l l i a n c e .  
The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees should  e x e r c i s e  
u n i f i e d  l e a d e r s h i p ,  e l i m i n a t e  redundant o r  
over lapping  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  fo l low 
t h e  p o l i c y  of b e t t e r  t r o o p s  and simpler admin- 
i s t r a t i o n ,  and organize  a  r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  l e a d i n g  
g r o u p  which  keeps i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  masses. 



The b a s i c  r ea sons  why t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  moved 
t o  t he  l e f t  i n  March may w e l l  have been Mao's doubts  a s  t o  
t h e  1,oyalty and r e l i a b i l i t y  of some r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee 
members, a s  well a s  h i s  f e a r  that  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  was 
on t h e  wane. However, the  proximate cause  was pnobably an 
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occur red  on t h e  evening of 7 March and does 
much t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  Madame's v i t u p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  fo l lowing  
week. 

The a f f a i r  was made p u b l i c  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  hours of 
25 March when Mao, L i n ,  Chou, Madame Mao, and o t h e r  l e a d e r s  
m e t  w i t h  PLA cad res  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  and above. I n  a  
long,  emotional  speech,  L in  condemned Act ing PLA Chief of 
S t a f f  Yang Cheng-wu, A i r  Force  Commissar Yu Li-chin,  and 
Peking Gar r i son  Commander Fu Chung-pi f o r  a  mu l t i t ude  of 

+ crimes--"mountain-topism,. double-.dealing , s e c t a r i a n i s m ,  

i nd iv idua l i sm,  f a c t i o n a l i s m , "  etc.--and announced Yu's 
a r r e s t  and t h e  d i s m i s s a l  of Yang and Fu, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
appointment of Kwangtnng PRC head Huang Yung-sheng as t h e  
new Chief of S t a f f .  

The f u l l  s t o r y  of Yangls "crimes1' is n o t  known, but  
i t  is c l e a r  from L i n ' s  speech t h a t  Yang r a n  a f o u l  of t h e  
Madame: 

Without t h e  consent  of r e s p o n s i b l e  members of 
t h e  CRG, h e  induced Pu t o  go t o  t h e  o f f i c e s  
of t h e  CRG and seize people  f i o s s i b l y  s t a f f e r s ,  
p o s s i b l y  l o c a l  o r  l i a i s i n g  Red ~ u a r d s 7 .  H e  
opposed Chiang Ching and compiled b lzck  d a t a  
concerning Lliefl . . . 

And when Madame Mao warned t h a t  "we must s t i l l  s e i z e  Yang 
Cheng-wuts b lack  backers , "  h e r . c o n t i n u i n g  i n f l u e n c e  a s  
one of t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  Center  was demonstrated by 
L i n  and Chou: 

(Lin)  : llWhoeve.r opposes Chairman Mao, t h e  P a r t y  
C e n t r a l ,  and t h e  Cen t r a l  CRG w i l l  be knocked 
down. Learn .from Comrade Chiang Ching; show 
deep r e s p e c t  f o r  Chiang Ching.ll 

(Chou): "Vow your l i f e  and f r e s h  blood t o  
p r o t e c t  Comrade Chiang Ching. l1 



The f a c t  t h a t  no "black backers"  were dragged ou t  would 
seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  there were none,* and t h a t  Yang was 
purged f o r  exceeding h i s  a u t h o r i t y  ( reasons  unknown) by 
v i o l a t i n g  t h e  Madame's b a i l i w i c k .  

Immediately upon t h e  conc lus ion  of t h e  25 March 
meet ing,  p r e c i s  of t h e  s e v e r a l  speeches  were forwarded t o  
Red Guard and Revolu t ionary  Rebel e roups  throughout  t h e  
count ry .  A t  t h e  same time, t h e  n a t i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  
p r e s s  gave f u l l  p l a y  t o  smashing t h e  " e v i l  wind of r i g h t i s t  
r e v e r s a l  of v e r d i c t s , "  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  "genera l  o r i e n t a t i o n  
of t h e  c u r r e n t  s t r u g g l e , I 1  a s  w e l l  as emphasizing t h e  Madame's 
h igh  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l eadersh ip- - the  7 A p r i l  Peking Dai ly ,  
f o r  example, desc r ibed  both Lin  P i a o  and Chiang Ching a s  
Mao's " c l o s e  comrades-in-arms." 

While t h e  " a n t i - r i g h t i s t "  campaign t h a t  began i n  
March had t h e  "genera l  o r i e n t a t i o n "  noted above, i t  was 
n o t  in tended  t o  k i ck  o f f  a n o t h e r  ful l -blown a s s a u l t  on 
a u t h o r i t y  such a s  had been a u t h o r i z e d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  months 
of 1966. Rather ,  Mao's d e s i r e  was t o  con t inue  t o  r e v i v i f y  
t h e  " r evo lu t iona ry  Le f t "  and s e l e c t i v e l y  purge t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  committees;  t h a t  is, t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
was t o  c o n t i n u e ,  and t o  deepen a s  necessary .  

An e x c e l l e n t  example of Mao's d u a l i s t i c  s t r a t e g y  
d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968 is provided by a  10-point 
d e c i s i o n  i s sued  on 2 A p r i l  by a  Shantung PRC-sponsored 
congress  of p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  Noting t h a t  
" r i g h t - d e v i a t i o n i s t  s p l i t t i s m  and r i g h t - d e v i a t i o n i s t  
r e v e r s a l  of c o r r e c t  v e r d i c t s  a r e  t h e  main danger a t  
p r e s e n t , "  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  warned t h a t  " t h i s  compl ica ted  
c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  must no t  be t r e a t e d  a s  a  s imple  ma t t e rw  
and p r a i s e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  three r counterrevolutionary 
double-dea le rsu  on t h e  PRC had been purged. Th i s  proved 
t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  " i n  Shantung, a s  i n  t h e  rest of t h e  
n a t i o n ,  is very f i n e . "  

*However, i t  does appear  t h a t  Vice-premier N ieh  Jung- 
chen ques t ioned  t h e  d i s m i s s n l  of Yang. 



The remainder  of t h e  document s p e l l s  ou t  t h e  c o r r e c t  
t a c t i c s  by which t o  c a r r y  ou t  Mao's " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e  
and l a t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s . "  These t a c t i c s  a r e  of i n t e r e s t ,  
f o r  t h e y  p rov ide  f u r t h e r  evidence t h a t  Mao sought a con- 
t r o l l e d ,  compartmental ized r e v o l u t i o n a r y  upsurge,  and & 
ano the r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  L e f t i s t  ons laught .  I n t e r  a l i a ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  included t h e  fo l lowing:  

(1) F u r t h e r  c o n s o l i d a t e  and deve lop  t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t . .  a l l i a n c e  and three-way a l l i a n c e .  
Oppose pet ty-bourgeois  f a c t i o n a l i s m  and 
anarchism. 

(2) Do w e l l  i n  struggle-criticism-transformation 
i n  our  own u n i t s ,  us ing  Chairman Mao's revolu- 
t i o n a r y  l i n e  a s  our weapon. T h i s  is-' t h e  g e n e r a l  
o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  

. c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  
. . 

(3) U n i u e r s i t  i es i :  c o l l e g e s ,  and s c h o o l s  must 
make r e v o l u t i o n  by resuming c l a s s e s .  

(4) R e c t i f y  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and s t r e n g t h e n  
P a r t y  b u i l d i n g .  Revolut ionary committees a t  
a l l  l e v e l s  . . . should  c r e a t e  s u i t a b l e  condi- 
t i o n s  f o r  t h e  admission i n t o  t h e  P a r t y  of 
advanced e lements  who have emerged du r ing  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  

(5) A l l  r enegades ,  s p e c i a l  a g e n t s ,  c a p i t a l i s t -  
r o a d e r s ,  and l and lo rds ,  r i c h  p e a s a n t s ,  
coun te r r evo lu tPona r i e s ,  bad e lements ,  and 
r i g h t i s t s  must be completely  e x p e l l e d  from 
t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  These mass o r m n i z a -  
t i o n s  shou ld  be concerned w i t h  t h e  p u r i f i c a t i o n  
of on lv  t h e i r  own ranks.  and l e t  o t h e r  oraani -  
2-e- thairownurucatm. 
They must no t  'poke  t h e i r  noses  i n t o  bl%%r 
p e o p l e ' s  a f f a t r s ,  let a l o n e  a r r e s t  members 
of o t h e r  o r a a n i z a t i o n s .  

(6)  P r o l e t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r s h i p  must be f u r t h e r  
s t r e n g t h e n e d  . . . Form c l o s e  a rmy-c iv i l ian  
u n i t y  . 



(7) Speed up t h e  r e v o l u t i o n i z a t i o n  of l e a d e r s h i b  
groups.  Members of t h e s e  groups must g o  deep 
among t h e  masses and t a k e  p a r t  i n  p roduc t ive  
l a b o r ,  modestly l e a r n  from t h e  masses and be 
t h e i r  w i l l i n g  p u p i l s ,  and encourage t h e  masses 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  management of s t a t e  
a f f a i r s  and t o  e x e r c i s e  s u p e r v i s i o n  over  t h e  
upper l e v e l s .  

By l a t e  A p r i l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  media were g i v i n g  e x t e n s i v e  
p l a y  t o  t h e  theme t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  must 
be g iven  meaningful r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees and s u b j e c t  t h e  committees t o  s u p e r v i s i o n  from below. 
However, it  was emphasized t h a t  such s u p e r v i s i o n  must be 
based on " s i n c e r e  concernH and t h a t  crit icism be "construe- 
t i v e U ' a n d  made wi th  "good i n t e n t i o n s . "  Mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
were t o l d  t h a t  t hey  must " c h e r i s h ,  suppor t ,  and r e f r a i n  
from underminingw t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees,  and t h a t ,  
p e r  t h e  10 May Wen Hui Pao, t h e  " g r e a t e s t  suppor tw  t h a t  
t h e  Rebels can  g ive  t o  t h e  committees is t o  v r e s o l u t e l y  
overcome and oppose r i g h t - a n a r c h i s t  t endenc ies . "  Rebel 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees were 
warned t h a t  they I1must under no ci rcumstances  work f o r  
t h e  i n t e r e s t  of one p a r t i c u l a r  group oP c o n t r o l  t h e  p o l i t -  
i c a l  power f o r  one s m a l l  group." Rather ,  t h e y  "must l e a r n  
from t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  PLA and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c a d r e s  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of humi l i ty . "  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a s  noted e a r l i e r ,  i t  was q u i t e  
c l e a r  t h a t  Mao was no t  demanding t h e  uncond i t i ona l  de fense  
of a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee members, but  r a t h e r  t h e  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f t h e  committees a s  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y , i n s t i -  
t u t i o n .  Thus, Mao c a l l e d  on t h e  committees t o  fo l low 
t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of " b e t t e r  t r o o p s  and s i m p l e r  adminis t ra -  
tion"--a formula t ion  which would permit  t h e  removal of 
a l l '  t h o s e  suspec t ed  of d i s l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  new revo lu t ion -  
a r y  o r d e r .  The watchdog r o l e  a s s igned  t o  t h e  Rebels  was 
emphasized, and committee members were cau t ioned  a g a i n s t  
assuming 
a s s u r e d .  

t h a t  they  were home f r e e  w i t h  t h e i r  t e n u r e  
A s  ' the  6 May Wen Hui Pao pu t  i t :  



Some comrades b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  founding 
of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee, t h e  h i s t o r i c  
t a s k s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have been f u l f i l l e d  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  can  
be disbanded.  Th i s  view is completely  wrong. 
The h i s t o r i c  t a s k s  have not  been completed. 
Revolu t ionary  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  must n o t  . 
be disbanded;  t h e y  must be f u r t h e r  conso l i -  
d a t e d  . . . , B o f l  t h e  p a t h  of r e v o l u t i o n  
s tretches f a r  over  t h e  hor izon  and t h e  work 
remains  more d i f f i c u l t  and more magni f icen t  . . . 
The "Three Less and One Harmonyw--meaning 
having less t a l k ,  less expres s ion  of views, 
less tramping on o t h e r . p e o p l e ' s  t o e s ,  and 
be ing  peace-loving--are',signs of r i g h t i s t  
c a p i t u l a t i o n i s m .  They should  evoke h igh  
v i g i l a n c e  from us.  I n  a  c l a s s  s o c i e t y ,  i t  
is a daydream t o  long  f o r  p e a c e f u l  days devoid ' 
of c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .  

I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  con t inu ing  emphasis on t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  emphasis on t h e  
impor tan t  r o l e  y e t  t o  be played by t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  encouraged t h e  renewal of f a c t i o n a l  c l a s h e s ,  
undermined t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees,  encouraged t h e  
t l ou t sn  t o  t a k e  ano the r  s h o t '  a t  t h e  " in s , "  and d o u b t l e s s  
gave PLA commanders pause w i t h  r ega rd  t o  i n t e r v e n i n g ,  
inasmuch a s  t h e y  were t o l d  t o  respect t h e  Rebels '  "revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  zea l . "  By l a t e  A p r i l ,  eyewi tnesses  r e p o r t e d  
t h e  P e i t a  campus t o  be i n  a  s t a t e  of " c i v i l  war." I n  
T i b e t ,  a s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  LRH and GAH 
were once a g a i n  a t  each o t h e r ' s  t h r o a t s ,  a s  were t h e  
Red F l a g  and Eas t  Wind f a c t i o n s  i n  Kwangtung. D i so rde r s  
were noted throughout  Szechwan d u r i n g  A p r i l  and May. 

J I mao-s c o n t r o l l e a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
upsurge was r a s t  becoming a runaway vendet ta .  



C. Mao Cracks Down 

The most ominous development t o  r e s u l t  from t h e  
"an t  i-r i g h t  is ttt campa ign and ' t h e  purge of Yang Cheng-wu 
was t h e  c o n f l a g r a t i o n  i n  Kwangsi. I n  f a c t ,  i t  appears  - t h a t  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e  was t h e  f i n a l  ou t r age  t h a t  caused Mao 
t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  PLA t o  move f o r c e f u l l y  a g a i n s t ' t h e  warr ing  
Red Guard f a c t i o n s  throughout  t h e  coun t ry .  

By e a r l y  May, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Kwangsi had d e t e r i o r a t e d  
t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  du r ing  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  Chinese were r e q u i r e d  t o  c u r t a i l  r a i l  ser- 
v i c e  t o  North Vietnam. Over t h e  next  month and more, 
Vietnam-bound f r e i g h t  and passenger  t r a f f i c  was d i s r u p t e d ,  
arms shipments  r a i d e d ,  t r a i n s  d e r a i l e d ,  b r idges  blown, 
and passengers  ( i n c l u d i n g  f o r e i g n e r s )  robbed, kidnapped, 
o r  s h o t .  The main b o t t l e n e c k  e x i s t e d  a t  Liuchou, where 
t h e  22 April-Rebel Army a f f i l i a t e ,  t h e  Workers' and 
Technic ians '  A l l i a n c e  of t h e  Liuchou Railway Administra- 
t i o n ,  and t h e  Grea t  A l l i a n c e  Command a l l y ,  t h e  Kang Lien- 
c h i h  ( S t e e l  A l l i a n c e  Command?) had between them s e i z e d  
over  11,000 c a s e s  of amqunition and 6,000 r i f l e s  d e s t i n e d  
f o r  North Vietnam. According t o  a  r e s i d e n t ,  subsequent  
f i g h t i n g  "des t royed  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  s o u t h  of t h e  D s u d  
River .  " 

To t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  c i t y  of Wuchou (a few miles from 
t h e  Kwangtung border )  was v i r t u a l l y  g u t t e d  i n  a  series of 
p i t c h e d  b a t t l e s  between t h e  Rebel Army and t h e  Grea t  A l l i -  
ance Command, r e p o r t e d l y  l eav ing  some 10,000-20,000 
homeless. By t h e  second week of June ,  a f t e r  more than  
t h r e e  weeks of f i g h t i n g ,  t h e  Rebel Army had been soundly 
de fea t ed .  However, more than  1,300 Rebel Army s u r v i v o r s  
f l e d  from Liuchou t o  Canton and o t h e r  Kwangtung munici- 
p a l i t i e s  w h e r e  t h e y  j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e i r  Red F lag  a l l i e s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  E a s t  Wind f a c t i o n ,  t h u s  i n t e n s i f y i n g  t h e  
f i g h t i n g  i n  t h a t  p rov ince  a s  w e l l .  On t o p  of it a l l ,  
heavy r a i n s  caused  s e v e r e  f l o o d i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  sou the rn  
provinces  d u r i n g  June .  

I n  an a t t e m p t  t o  s t o p  t h e ' f i g h t i n g ,  a  f i v e - p o i n t  
emergency d i r e c t i v e  on. t h e  Kwangsi s i t u a t i o n  was i s s u e d  



on 13 June  by t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee, S t a t e  Counci l ,  MAC, 
and C e n t r a l  CRG. The d i r e c t i v e  ordered  an immediate h a l t  
t o  f i g h t i n g  along t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  a l l  s t o l e n  ordnance t o  be 
r e tu rned ,  and a l l  r a i lway  workers t o  r e t u r n  t o  work. The 
Rebels were g iven  a chance t o  coopera te  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  f o r  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  " i f  t h e  c h i e f s  of t h e  two f a c t i o n s  
c a r r y  out  t h e s e  o r d e r s ,  t hey  w i l l  no t  be punished even 
through they  have committed s e r i o u s  crimes." On 19  June, 
Chou En- la i  te lephoned Kwangsi a u t h o r i t i e s  and demanded 
t h a t  r a i l  s e r v i c e  be normalized i n  Liuchou w i t h i n  72 houra. 
F i n a l l y ,  on 3 J u l y ,  ano the r  and st i l l  tougher  C e n t r a l  
d i r e c t i v e  (approved by Mao) was i ssued  on t h e  Kwangsi 
problem, r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  b a s i c  p o i n t s  of t h e  1 3  June o rde r ,  
but t h i s  time withdrawing a b s o l u t i o n  of Rebel l e a d e r s  ahd 
condemning t h e i r  cont inued  " c o u n t e r r e v ~ l u t i o n a r y ~ ~  d isobedi -  I 

ence. Never the less  r a i l  ou tages  were noted i n  Kwangsi 
as l a t e  a s  25 Ju ly .  4 

The crackdown hera lded  by t h e  13 June d i r e c t i v e  
was soon r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  media. On 20 June,  
Wen Hui Pao c a l l e d  f o r  an " a n t i - s p l i t t i s t  r e d  typhoon" 
a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who would engage i n  armed s t r u g g l e  and 
"d iv ide ,  demoralize,  and para lyze"  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees. The f i r s t  t a s k  i n  t h i s  r ega rd ,  accord ing  
t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  Shanghai j o u r n a l ,  was t o  vconsol i -  
d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees a t  a l l  l e v e l s . "  E d i t o r i -  
a l s  i n  o t h e r  p r o v i n c i a l  newspapers echoed t h e  Wen Hui Pao 
theme:; and throughout  J u l y  and August gave heavy emphasis 
t o .  a  quo te  from Mao's 1939 a r t i c l e  commemorating t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  May Four th  Movement: 

How shou ld  w e  judge whether a youth is revo- 
l u t i o n a r y ?  How can  w e  te l l?  T h e ~ e  can  only 
be one c r i t e r i o n ,  namely, whether o r  n o t  he  is 
w i l l i n g  t o  i n t e g r a t e  himself  w i th  t h e  broad 

*On 25 J u l y ,  ChOu, Kang Sheng, Chen Po-ta,  and o t h e r  
l e a d e r s  met w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  Kwangsi f a c t i o n s .  
Kang and Chou took t h e  l e a d  i n  condemning both f a c t i o n s ,  
wi th  t h e  Rebel Army coming i n  f o r  t h e  most s c a t h i n g  denun- 
c i a t i o n  because of its connect ions  wi th  t h e  Canton Red 
F l a g i s t s  a s  well a s  w i t h  t h e  so -ca l l ed  uAnti-Communist 
Na t iona l  S a l v a t i o n  Corps." The l a t t e r  is no t  known t o  
have a c t u a l l y  e x i s t e d ,  and is probably a phantom organi-  
z a t i o n  t h a t  provided t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h  a  prima f a c i e  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  d r a s t i c  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  r e c a l c i t r a n t  
f a c t i o n s .  



masses of workers and peasan t s  and does . 
s o  i n  p r a c t i c e .  If he  is w i l l i n g  t o  do s o  
and a c t u a l l y  does s o ,  he  is a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ;  
o the rwi se ,  he is nonrevo lu t iona ry  o r  coun te r -  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  . 
Kwangtung was one of t h e  f i r s t  p rov inces  i n  wh ich  

t h e  PLA moved f o r c e f u l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  war r ing  Rebel f a c t i o n s  0 
On o r  about  8 J u l y ,  a  s o l d i e r  was f a t a l l y  s t abbed  i n  a  d i s -  
p u t e  w i t h  some Canton Red Guards. Comrades of t h e  deceased 
p r o t e s t e d  t o  t h e  h ighe r  a u t h o r i t i e s  and on 11 J u l y ,  a  j o i n t  
d i r e c t i v e  i s s u e d  by t h e  Kwangtung PRC, Canton MRC, and t h e  
Canton PLA orde*red: 

(1) . a l l  f & t i o n  headqua r t e r s  and o f f i c e s  t o  be 
c l o s e d ;  

(2) a l l  de fenses  and loudspeakers  a t  f a c t i o n  
s t r o n g p o i n t s .  t o  be removed; 

(3) a l l  s t o l e n  weapons and v e h i c l e s  t o  be 
r e  t u rned ;  

( 4 )  a l l  r e l i e f  s t a t i o n s  set  up f o r  non- 
Kwangtung Red Guards t o  be s h u t  down; 

(5) a l l  r u r a l  youth t o  l e a v e  Canton and 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  coun t rys ide ;  

( 6 )  a l l  PLA and worke r . con t ro1  squads  t o  be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  . . . c o n t r o l l i n g  t r a f f i c  and 
r e s t o r i n g  communicat~ions ; 

(7) a l l  c l a s s  enemies t o  be s t r u c k  down; 

(8)  a l l  s p i e s  t o  be prevented  from e n t e r i n g  
Canton t o  cause  t r o u b l e  and i n c i t e  v io l ence .  

Also on 11 J u l y ,  t h e  two main f a c t i o n s  i n  Canton p u t  
up p o s t e r s  announcing t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  s q u a r e  o f f  a g a i n  
on 15 J u l y .  The Kwangtung PRC r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  Peking, 
and a d e l e g a t i o n  from t h e  c a p i t a l  a r r i v e d  i n  Canton on 
1 3  J u l y  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from " t h e  h i g h e s t  a u t h o r i t y "  



t h a t  t h e  f i g h t  would no t  be t o l e r a t e d  and t h a t  both t h e  
PRC and t h e  Canton MRC would be h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  i f  it 
d i d  occur .  Tha t  same day,  PLA u n i t s  began t o  f i r e  on 
Red Guards i n  Canton and o t h e r  Kwangtung c i t i e s .  

By 15 J u l y ,  PLA-worker c o n t r o l  squads  were moving 
i n t t o  c l o s e  down f a c t i o n a l  headqua r t e r s .  The squads  were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g g r e s s i v e  a g a i n s t  Red F l a g  o f f i c e s  and per- 
sonne l ,  and ev inced  no qualms about  s h o o t i n g  o r  a r r e s t i n g  
t h o s e  who r e s i s t e d .  Red F l a g i s t  appea l s  t o  o s t e n s i b l e  
p r o t e c t o r s  i n  Peking went unanswered, and by 22 \ Ju ly ,  
Canton r e s i d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  f a c t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  had 
"on t h e  whole d i e d  down t o  s p o r a d i c  i n c i d e n t s , "  Rebels 
had 'been  f o r c e d  t o  r e t u r n  to..work, and t h a t  most f a c t o r i e s  
had resumed p roduc t ion .  S t u d e n t s  a t  Chungshan u n i v e r s i t y  
who denounced t h e  crackdown a s  no th ing  less than  "suppres- 
s ion" were soon uwelcomingfl a  2,000-man "propaganda team" 
which had been s e n t  t o  Chungshan t o  "g ive  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
a  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of t h e  new s i t ~ a t i o n . ~  Res iden t s  were 
o rde red  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  whereabouts of a l l  non-local  Red 
Guards s o  t h a t  t hey  cou ld  be depor ted ,  and t h e  PLA 
crackdown on Kwangsi Red Guards and r e f u g e e s  was most 
s e v e r e .  On 10 August, t h e  Canton MRC o rde red  a l l  Red 
Guard and Revolu t ionary  Rebel f a c t i o n s  t o  d i s s o l v e  and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  no such  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would be al lowed hence- 
f o r t h .  I n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  such  Red Guard a c t i v i t y  a s  was 
pe rmi t t ed  would be under  t h e  a e g i s  of t h e  Canton Red 
Guard Congress.  

S i m i l a r  crackdowns were noted  i n  o t h e r  p rov inces  
and major c i t ies  du r ing  J u l y  and August. On 1 8  J u l y ,  t h e  
Peking MRC ordered  a  h a l t  t o  llrumors, street new$, and 
c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  demagoguery,ll and s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  
' l r evo lu t iona ry  a c t i v i t y "  must be based s o l e l y  on t h e  
"p la t form and p o l i c i e s  of t h e  Par ty"  a s  set f o r t h  i n  the 
Peop le ' s  Dai ly ,  Red F l ag ,  and t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army Dai ly .  
On t h e  22nd, a  Peop le ' s  Dai ly  " E d i t o r ' s  Note"' warned 
"co l l ege  s t u d e n t s  who look down on t h e  workers and pea- 
s a n t s  and t h i n k  themselves  g r e a t  t o  throw o f f  t h e i r  
a f f e c t e d  a i r s . "  F i v e  days  l a t e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  worker-peasant 
propaganda "team" a r r i v e d  on t h e  Tsinghua campus, and 
Mao's 5 August p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  mangoes 



t o  t h e  "team,"* a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  ad nauseam con- 
cern ing  t h e  g i f t ,  provided f u r t h e r  evidence t h a t  t h e  working 
c l a s s  (backed by t h e  PLA) had r e p l a c e d  t h e  Red Guards as 
Mao's r e v o l u t i o n a r y  vanguard,  

On 24 J u l y ,  ano the r  C e n t r a l  d i r e c t i p e  (approved by 
Mao) w a s  i s s u e d  concerning t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Shens i  Province ,  
where ~counterrevolutionaries~ were accused of bank r o b b e r i e s ,  
a reon ,  a u t o  t h e f t ,  i n c e s s a n t  a t t a c k s  on PLA u n i t s ,  and 
r e f u s a l  t o  c a r r y  out  C e n t r a l  Committee and C e n t r a l  CRG 
o r d e r s .  Accordingly,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  ordered:  a l l  "bad ele- 
ments" t o  be  s e v e r e l y  punished; armed s t r u g g l e  t o  s t o p  
immediately and " a l l  bands formed s p e c i a l l y  f o r  armed '( 

s t r u g g l e  disbanded;" a l l  s t o l e n  monies, weapons and equip:' 
ment r e t u r n e d  and product ion  resumed; and " a l l  mass organi-  
z a t i o n s ,  c o l l e c t i v e s ,  and i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  thoroughly and 
e a r n e s t l y  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  '3 J u l y  D i r e c t i v e '  F e g a r d i n g  
Kwangsg  approved by . . . Mao, and i n  no way v i o l a t e  it." 
I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  Kwangsi d i r e c t i v e  was n o t  meaht' t o  
apply  t o  t h a t  a r e a  a lone .  

F i n a l l y ,  on 28 J u l y ,  Mao made it unmistakably c l e a r  
t h a t  he would n o t  t o l e r a t e  f u r t h e r  Red Guard excesses .  I n  
a f ive-hour  meeting w i t h  Nieh Yuan-tzu and o t h e r  Red Guard 
leaders : ,  .Ma0 c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  f o r  
engaging i n  armed s t r u g g l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  w s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m -  
t r ans fo rma t ionv  i n  t h e i r  own u n i t s ,  and warned them t h a t  

*The f u l l  name of t h e  'I'singhua group is t h e  "Capi ta l  
Worker-Peasant Thought of Mao Tse-tung Propaganda Team" 
(phou-tu kuna-nuna Mao Tse- tun^ szu-hsiann hsuan-chuan t u i ) .  
I n  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  such u n i t s  a r e  known a s  "Worker" Teams, 
wWorker-Peasant-Soldier" Teams, o r  l lPeasant" Teams. "Team,I1 
a l though an a c c u r a t e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  Chinese t u i ,  is 
mis lead ing .  The s i z e  of t h e  teams depends upon t h e  s i z e  
of t h e  s c h o o l  o r  u n i t  t o  which they  a r e  ass igned ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  magnitude of t h e  problems t h e y  a r e  expected t o  
r e s o l v e .  Thus i n  some c a s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l a r g e  uni- 
v e r s i t i e s ,  t h e  teams have s e v e r a l  thousand members, o f t e n  
armed and always w i t h  PLA suppor t  on hand o r  i n  ready 
r e s e r v e .  



t h e y  had d ivo rced  themselves from " the  m a j o r i t y  of workers ,  
peasan t s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  and s t ~ d e n t s . ~ ~  H e  t h e n  enumerated 
f o u r  ways i n  w h i c h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  cou ld  be handled: 

(1) implement m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l ;  

(2)  one d i v i d e  i n t o  two ( i . e . ,  two f a c t i o n s  
may s p l i t  i n t o  two schoo l s ,  occupying two 
p l a c e s )  : 

(3j,: s t r u g g l e ,  c r i t i c i z e ,  and l eave ;  

(4)  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r i k e  ou t  &resumably u n t i l  
one f a c t i o n  is completely  v i c t o r i o u g ,  

. . 

However, Mao had a l r e a d y  demonstrated--in T i b e t ,  Kwangtung, 
and w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  propaganda team a t  Tsinghua-- 
t h a t  m i l i t a r y  o r  semi-mi l i ta ry  c o n t r o l  was h i s  answer t o  
con t inu ing  d i sobed ience .  

L a s t l y ,  Mao turned  t o  t h e  'ques t ion  of t h e  r e c e n t  
d i r e c t i v e s  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Kwangsi and Shensi:.  

There  a r e  t h o s e  who say ,  "The Kwangsi d i r e c t i v e  
a p p l i e s  only t o  Kwangsi and t h e  Shens i  d i r e c t i v e  
a p p l i e s  on ly  t o  Shens i ;  t h e y  do not  apply t o  us  
here." Thus, I now i s s u e  ano the r  nat ionwide 
w t i v e :  I f  anyone con t inues  t o  disobey,  
s t r i k e  a t  t h e  PLA, d e s t r o y  communications o r  
set f i r e s ,  he  is committing a  crime. I f  a  s m a l l  
number of people  do not  heed t h i s  adv ice  and 
i n s i s t  on n o t  changing, t hey  a r e  bandits--they 
a r e  of t h e  Kuomintang. They must be surrounded 
and i f  t hey  con t inue  t h e i r  s t u b b o r n  r e s i s t a n c e  
t h e y  w i l l  be a n n i h i l a t e d .  

L in  P i a o  then  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  Red Guards f o r  " f a i l i n g  t o  
s e e  what is r e q u i r e d  . . . a t  each s t a g e  of t h e  g r e a t  c u l -  
t u r a l  r evo lu t ion t1  and warned them t h a t  " t h i s  time, i f  
anyone s t i l l  t u r n s  a  deaf e a r ,  it w i l l  be a  very grave 
e r r o r . "  A s  i f  t o  emphasize t h e  p o i n t ,  two days l a t e r ,  
when a Rebel f a c t i o n  i n  Lienyang (Kwangtung) r e f u s e d  t o  
s t o p  f i g h t i n g  and s u r r e n d e r  its arms, t h e  PLA r e p o r t e d l y  
surrounded t h e  town and des t royed  it w i t h  mortar  and 
machinegun f i r e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o r  i n j u r y  of 
"about a  thousand people." 



Twice before ,  i n  February and September of 1967, 
Mao had exhor ted  t h e  Rebels t o  reform themselves ,  purge 
t h e i r  own ranks ,  and s t o p  t h e i r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  a t t a c k s  
on t h e  new o rde r ;  they  had no t  done s o .  A s  l a t e  a s  t h e  
Kwangsi d i r e c t i v e  of 1 3  June,  Mao o f f e r e d  a b s o l u t i o n  even 
t o  t h o s e  who had engaged i n  t h e  most murderous a c t i v i t y  of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  he was ignored--worse still, some 
c a l l e d  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  a  f r a u d u l e n t  document:. The R e d  Guards 
and Revolut ionary Rebels ,  i f  al lowed t o  c o n t i n u e  a s  autono- 
mous, s e l f - s eek ing ,  and h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s ,  no t  on ly  imper i led  
what had a l r e a d y  been ach ieved ,  but  a l s o  made it imposs ib le  
f o r  Wao t o  proceed w i t h  t h e  r a d i c a l  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of Chinese 
s o c i e t y  accord ing  t o  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  obsess ion .  

F 

By e a r l y  August, t h e  impact of Mao's J u l y  d i r e c t i v e s  
was being f e l t  by Red Guard and Revolut ionary Rebel f a c t i o n s  
throughout  t h e  coun t ry .  I n  s e v e r a l  p rovinces ,  mass r a l l i e s  
were s t a g e d  a t  which former ly  p r e s t i g i o u s  Rebel organiza-  
t ions--such a s  t h e  Honan "7 February Commune" and t h e  
K i r i n  "Changchun Communew--announced t h e i r  " g l o r i o u s  annul- 
ment" and "voluntary  disbandment,ll t h e  r ea son  being t h a t  
worker, peasan t ,  and s t u d e n t  congresses  were "better a b l e  
t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  l i n k  between t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
and t h e  masses ."* As s t a t e d  a t  one Changchun r a l l y ,  "When 
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  becomes incompat ib le  w i th  t h e  
needs of t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  must be abol ished."  
Th i s  was t h e  c a s e  w i t h  autonomous Red ~ u a r d  and Revolu- 
t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a s  they  c u t  a c r o s s  s c h o o l ,  
t r a d e ,  and occupa t iona l  l i n e s  and r a n  coun te r  t o  t h e  
p o l i c y  t h a t  demanded l lstruggle-crit icism-transformation~ 
i n  i n d i v i d u a l  u n i t s .  

Accordingly,  August saw worker-peasant propaganda 
teams descend on u n i v e r s i t i e s  and s c h o o l s  th roughout  China,  
a s  w e l l  a s  on a l l  f a c t o r i e s ,  i n s t i t u t e s ,  and u n i t s  w i t h  

*In  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  such  a s  Kwangtung and Kwangsi, Peking 
d e c l a r e d  some of t h e  more v i c i o u s  Red Guard organiza t ions- -  
f o r  example, t h e  Red F l a g  and t h e  22 April-Rebel Army--to 
be " c o u n t e r r e v ~ l u t i o n a r y ~ ~  r a t h e r  t h a n  s imply "annuling" 
them. 



"old,  b ig ,  and d i f f i c u l t  problemsv--that is, a l l  u n i t s  
t h a t  had n o t  e f f e c t e d  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  and 

"three-way a l l i a n c e s . "  Soon t h e  p r e s s  was r e p l e t e  w i th  
demands t h a t  young i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and s t u d e n t s  shou ld  
"act a s  p u p i l s  of t h e  workers,  peasan t s ,  and s o l d i e r s , "  
t h a t  they  must proceed "down t o  t h e  coun t rys ide  and up 
t o  t h e  mountainstf (hsia-hsiang shang-shan), "settle i n  
r u r a l  a r e a s  where problems abound," "make~revo lu t ion  t h e r e  
a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s , "  and "be t h e  new peasan t s  of t h e  e r a  of 
Mao Tse-tung." The young u r b a n i t e s  who were t o  be p u r i f i e d  
i n  t h e  c r u c i b l e  of r u r a l  China would doub t l e s s  agreec  w i t h  
t h e  11 September People ' s  Daily-Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l  s t a t emen t  
t h a t  " t h e  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  deepens: . . . f i hen  ig 
reaches  t h e  s t a g e  of struggle-crlticism-transformation.ll 
Hundreds of thousands of un ive r s ' i t y  and middle-school 
s t u d e n t s  were and con t inue  t o  be d i spa t ched  t o  r u r a l  areas-  
communes, v i l l a g e s ,  mines, and PLA farms. I 

I 

c e a  a e p a r t u r e s  have been noted 
n 0 

On 18 August, t h e  second ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  Red 
Guards' p u b l i c  debut ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  p r e s s  
gave s c a n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p a s t  "achievemenks" of t h e  
young m i l i t a n t s ,  but  r a t h e r  zeroed  i n  on t h e i r  d e f e c t s  
and heaped p r a i s e  on t h e  workers and peasan t s  a s  t h e  
vanguard of- t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  , - A S  t h e  P e o ~ l e ' s  Da i ly  
pli'E., it : 



. . . t h e  workers and peasan t s  have t h e  
g r e a t e s t  h a t r e d  f o r  t h e  . e x p l o i t i n g  c l a s s e s ,  
a r e  most ready  t o  accep t  Marxism-Leninism, 
Mao Tse- tung 's  thought ,  mount t h e  s t r o n g e s t  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c a p i t a l i s t  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  have 
t h e  b e s t  unde r s t and ing  of t h e  g r e a t  s i g n i f i -  
cance  of c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  of 
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  and pos se s s  t h e  thoroughness  
and s t e a d f a s t n e s s  t o  con t inue  t o  make revoh 
l u t i o n  under t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  of t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t , .  . . The masses of t h e  Red 
Guards c a n  have a  c o r r e c t  o r i e n t a t i o n  and 
c a r r y  t h e  c u r r e n t  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h ' t o , t h e  end on ly  
by i n t e g r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e h a i n  force-- the  
workers ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and s o l d i e r s  armed w i t h  
t he l . t hough t  of Mao Tse-tung . . . n h e y  mus27 
make t h e  workers  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s ,  s t e a d i l y  
remold themselves  . . . , e a r n e ~ t l y ~ a c c e p t  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  working c l a s s  . . . , 
fin5ii h e a r t i l y  welcome t h e  worker-peasant- 
s o l d i e r  . . . propaganda teams . . . 
Ours is a  s t a t e  of t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p ' o f  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  and i t  does  no t  need i n t e l l e c -  
t u a l s  who look  down on t h e  workers and 

, , p e a s a n t s  . . .* The masses of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
young Red Guard f i g h t e r s  . . . should  make 
up t h e i r  minds t o  become p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  . . . 

O t h e r  pape r s  commented on t h e  " g r e a t  ignorance  of many .i 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s , "  s t a t i n g  t h a t  such people  a r e  v a b s o l u t e l y  
u s e l e s s . "  According t o  t h e  New Anhwei Da i ly  of 18 August: 

*This is a  r e s t a t e m e n t  of t h e  "advice" con ta ined  i n  t h e  
22 J u l y  Peop le ' s  Da i ly  l l E d i t o r ' s  Note." A s  t h e  T s i n g h a i  
D a i l y  s t a t e d  on 27 August, a f t e r  condemning t h e  Red Guards 
f o r  " end le s s  see-saw b a t t l e s , "  "Even worse,  some c o l l e g e  
s t u d e n t s  have found it  d i f f i c u l t  t o  swallow what was 
s a i d  i n  t h e  impor tan t  22 J u l y  ' E d i t o r ' s  Notet  . . . I f  



I n  ou r  Red Guard r anks ,  there a r e  some who 
c o n s i d e r  themselves a s  v e t e r a n  r e b e l s  w i t h  
m e r i t o r i o u s  deeds t o  t h e i r  c r e d i t .  Becoming 
s e l f - i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e y  l i s t e n  t o  nobody. They 
do no t  implement u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  eve ry  new 
i n s t r u c t i o n  of Chairman Mao o r  every  m i l i t a n t  
o rde r  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  headqua r t e r s .  In- 
s t e a d ,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  is based on whether o r  
n o t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  o r d e r  is t o  t h e i r  own 
advantage . . . 

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  Chekiang Da i ly  wrote ,  "Whoever d i sobeys  t h e  
o r d e r s  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  headqua r t e r s  and s t u b b o r n l y  
advoca tes  t h e  theory  .of ' I  am t h e  c e n t e r 1  is d i s l o y a l  t o  
Chairman Mao and should  be regarded  a s  a  renegade by t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Red ~uard 'movement , "  and Hupei P r o v i n c i a l  
Radio s t a t e d ,  "Graduates of u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s  must 
f i r s t  become o rd ina ry  p e a s a n t s  and workers,  and t h e  re- 
s p o n s i b l e  persons  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  can  
c e r t a i n l y  t a k e  t h e  l e a d  E n  t h i s  r e g a r v . "  - 

On 25 August, Yao Wen-yuan's important  a r t i c l e ,  
"The Working C las s  Must Exe rc i se  Leadership i n  Every th ing ,"  
appeared i n  Red F lag .  Yao maintained t h a t  " throughout  t h e  
e n t i r e  p roces s ,  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
has  been s o l e l y  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of one c l a s s  only-- 
t h e  working c l a s s , "  condemned t h e  " theory  of many c e n t e r s w  
( i . e . ,  autonomous, competing mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ) ,  and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  workers and t h e  PLA must a s s i s t  i n  " s t rugg le -  
c r i t i c i sm- t r ans fo rma t ion"  a s  "it is imposs ib le  f o r  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  t a s k  by them- 
s e l v e s  a lone."  Thus, Yao cont inued:  

Chairman Mao r e c e n t l y  po in t ed  out :  "In  
c a r r y i n g  out  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
educa t ion ,  i t  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  have working- 
c l a s s  l e a d e r s h i p ;  i t  is e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  
masses of workers t o  t a k e  p a r t  and, i n  coop- 
e r a t i o n  w i t h  L i b e r a t i o n  Army f i g h t e r s ,  b r i n g  
about a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  three-way a l l i a n c e ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  and 
workers i n  t h e  s choo l s  who a r e  determined 
t o  c a r r y  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  edu- 
c a t i o n  through t o  t h e  end. The workers1 



propapanda teams s h o u l d  s t a y . p e r m a n e n t 1 ~  
in '  t h e  s c h o o l s  and t a k e  p a r t  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  
a l l  t h e  t a s k s  of s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - . .  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  and t h e y  w i l l  a lways  l e a d  
t h e  s c h o o l s .  I n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  t h e  
s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  be managed by t h e  p o o r  and 
lower-middle peasan t s - - the  most r e l i a b l e  
a l l y  of t h e  working c l a s s .  

I n  some a r e a s ,  t h e  worker propaganda teams m e t  w i t h  
r e s i s t a n c e , *  b u t  f r a c t i o u s  Red Guards and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Rebels were v e r i t a b l y  overwhelmed by t h e  PLA-backed workers ,  
who were armed w i t h  Mao's c l e a r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  r e s t o r e  
o r d e r  and r e f o r m  t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  The t e a m s r a u t h o r i t y  was 
comple te ;  a s  t h e  27 August I n n e r  Mongolia D a i l y  p u t  i t ,  
"They a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t  a d v i s e r s ,  a s s i s t a n t s ,  o r  t o o l s  
which some would u s e  t o  wage ' c i v i l  w a r s . ' "  D i s s i d e n t  
Rebe l s  were no match f o r  t h e  teams.  I n  P e k i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  a 2 September  NCNA d i s p a t c h ,  "more t h a n  500 f a c t o r i e s  
and mines a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  propaganda teams." I n  
Kweichow, a 6 September  PRC r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  prop- 
aganda teams i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  . w i l l  number %ome 50,000 
o u t s t a n d i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  workers- -approximate ly  s e v e n  
p e r c e n t  of t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  p r o d u c t  i o n  w o r k e r s .  l' I 

*However, many R e b e l s ,  s i c k  of t h e  t u r m o i l  and v i o l e n c e ,  
undoubtedly welcomed t h e  teams w i t h  g e n u i n e  enthusiasm' .  



I 
By e a r l y  September, Red Guard-rela ted v i o l e n c e  was 

less than  a t  any time s i n c e  August of 1966. Mao's crackdown - - ~  

had been most s u c c e s s f u l ,  and t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  moved quick1.y 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  remaining p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r v  commit- 
tees, f i n i s h i n g  up on 5 ~ e p t e m b e r  w i t h  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
of t h e  committees f o r  T i b e t  and S ink iang . .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  w i t h  o rde r  b a s i c a l l y  r e s t o r e d ,  
o f f i c i a l  media began t o  c a u t i o n  t h a t  worker propaganda 
teams were n o t  t o  engage i n  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  suppres s ion  
of Red Guards and i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  A 5 September Red F l a g  
"Edi tor ' s  Note," commenting on t h e  r e e d u c a t i o n  of univer-  
s i t y  and middle-school g radua te s  and t h e i r  i n t e g r a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  workers and peasan t s ,  s t a t e d :  

Some of them a r e  s u r e  t o  make a s u c c e s s  of 
this i n t e g r a t i o n  and ach ieve  something w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  i nven t  t o n s  and innovat  ions .  Men- 
t i o n  shou ld  be made of these peop le  a s  
encouragement. Those who a r e  r e a l l y  impos- 
s i b l e ,  t h a t  is, t h e  d iehard  c a p i t a l i s t  



r o a d e r s  and bourgeois  t e c h n i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
who have i n c u r r e d  t h e  extreme wrath of t h e  
masses and t h e r e f o r e  must be overthrown, 
a r e  very few i n  number. Even they  should  
be g iven  a  way ou t .  To do o therwise  is no t  
t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  

On t h e  l l t h ,  Mao's " l a t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n t f  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  main 
p o i n t s  of t h e  "Ed i to r ' s  ~ o t e , " *  and a  j o i n t  People ' s  Daily- 
Red F l a g  a r t i c l e  of t h e  same d a t e  argued t h a t  "mostw i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s  a r e  good and s t i l l  have a  r o l e  t o  p l ay ;  moreover, 
" reeduca t ion"  was necessary  f o r  cad res  a s  w e l l  a s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  

' i 
The most e x p l i c i t  de fense  of t h e  Red Guards was made 

by Madame Mao a t  a  7 September Peking r a l l y  c e l e b r a t t n g  t h e  
e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees f o r  T i b e t  and 
S inkiang .  I n  h e r  speech,  t h e  Madame warned, " W e  must n o t  
f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  youths  and t h e  young Red 
Guard, f i g h t e r s  have made tremendous c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a t  t h e  
i n i t i a l  and middle s t a g e s  of t h e  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ~  Allowing 
t h a t  "a s m a l l  number of young f i g h t e r s  have committed 
mis takes  of t h i s  k ind  o r  t h a t , "  s h e  s a i d  "we have t h e  
du ty  t o  h e l p  them c o r r e c t  these mistakes ,"  and maintained 
t h a t ,  a l though c l a s h e s  between Red Guard f a c t i o n s  a r e  
wrong, n e v e r t h e l e s s  "a bad t h i n g  c a n  be tu rned  i n t o  a  good 
t h i n g g o t h a t  is, l e s s o n s  can  be drawn, young r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
f i g h t e r s  tempered, and enemies exposed." She t h e n  ordered  

*The i n s t r u c t i o n  read :  "The ma jo r i t y  o r .  t h e  v a s t  major- 
i t y  of . t h e  s t u d e n t s  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  o l d  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  
c a n  i n t e g r a t e  themselves w i t h  t h e  workers,  p e a s a n t s ,  and 
s o l d i e r s ,  and some have made inven t ions  o r  i nnova t ions ;  
they  must, however, be reeduca ted  by t h e  workers,  pea- 
s a n t s ,  and s o l d i e r s  under t h e  guidance of t h e  c o r r e c t  
l i n e  and thoroughly  change t h e i r  o l d  ideology. Such 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i l l  be welcomed by t h e  workers,  peasants , ,  
and s o l d i e r s . "  



t h e  Red Guards t o  obey t h e  worker propaganda teams, "wel- 
come t h i s  a c t  of t h e  working c l a s s ,  and c l o s e l y  fo l l ow  its 
l e a d e r s h i p , "  A t  t h e  same time, t h e  Madame s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
working c l a s s  "should do well t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  young Red 
Guard f i g h t e r s ,  h e l p  them, a n d . e d u c a t e  them," and c a l l e d  
f o r  " e a r n e s t  s tudy"  of t h e  aforement ioned Red F lag  
" E d i t o r ' s  Note1' of 5 September. I n  sum, t h e ~ m u a r d s  
were t o  be r e c t i f i e d ,  - not  r e p u d i a t e d .  

P r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  were qu ick  t o  demonstra te  
t h a t  t h e y  g o t  t h e  message. On 1 0  September, t h e  Kweichow 
PRC and M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  i s s u e d  a  j o i n t  n o t i c e  " i n  accord- 
ance w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t 1 '  of t h e  s eeches  by t h e  Madame and 
Chou a t  t h e  7 September r a l l y . '  C a l l i n g  f o r  a  "new upsurge 
of struggle-criticism-transformation,u t h e  n o t i c e  p r a i s e d  
t h e  Red Guards f o r  t h e i r  'l tremendous achievements du r ing  
t h e  i n i t i a l  and middle  stages1' of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
( t h e  Madame's e x a c t  words),  and s t a t e d  t h a t  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  P a r t y  committees of t h e  PLA 
u n i t s ,  and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses must c h e r i s h  and pro- 
tect them.'' On 12  September,  Hangchow (Chekiang) Radio 
c a l l e d  on propaganda teams and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  ma in t a in  
a  p rope r  a t t i t u d e  toward each  o t h e r ,  and Peking  Domestic 
S e r v i c e  of t h e  26th s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  teams must " s t r e n g t h e n  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n i z a t i o n  of t h e i r  own thought  b e f o r e  reedu- 
c a t i n g  t h e  i n t e l l e h t u a l s , "  a s  w e l l  a s  " l e a r n  from t h e  
g r e a t  and abundant achievements  of t h e  Red Guards du r ing  
t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ~ ~  Other  
examples cou ld  be c i t e d .  

*Chou on ly  mentioned t h e  Red Guards once duri'ng h i s .  
s ~ e e c h - - a  llLone: l ive!"  a t  t h e  end. However. h e . t r a n s m i t t e d  
ano the r  of b4aois i n s t r u c t i o n s :  "The s t r u g g i e - c r i t  icism- 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  a f a c t o r y ,  on t h e  whole, goes  through 
t h e  fo l l owing  s t a g e s :  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tee of t h e  three-way a l l i a n c e ,  mass criticism and r e p u d i a t i o n ,  
p u r i f y i n g  t h e  c l a s s  ranks ,  r e c t i f y i n g  t h e  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
s i m p l i f y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  changing unreasonable  
r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and send ing  people  who work i n  of-  
f i c e s  t o  lower l e v e l s . "  Chou's s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  " s t rugg le -  
c r i t i c i sm- t r ans fo rma t ion"  i n  " a l l  u n i t s  s h o u l d  a l s o  go 
through t h e s e  s t a g e s "  s u g g e s t s  Mao's r a d i c a l  reforms a r e  
only beg inn ing  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
commit tees . 



Events  d u r i n g  October  provided f u r t h e r  s i g n s  t h a t  
Mao con t inues  t o  env i sage  a r o l e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
f o r  a .s t reamlined,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  and respons ive  Red Guard 
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Red Guards were promiknent i n  t h e  Peking 
Nat iona l  Day f e s t i v i t i e s  on 1 October--a worker addressed 
t h e  r a l l y  and promised t o  l l fo l low Comrade Chiang Ching's 
i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  c h e r i s h  and h e l p  t h e  Red Guards," and Red 
Guard c o n t i n g e n t s  marched i n  t h e  parade p a s t  Tienanmen w i t h  
(bu t  preceded by) PLA and worker propaganda teams. A t  t h e  
Nat iona l  Day r a l l y  i n  Hofe i ,  Anhwei PRC Chairman L i  Te-sheng 
p r a i s e d  t h e  Red Guards f o r  t h e i r  w r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ac t ionsu- -  
"I f i r m l y  s u p p o r t  you1'--and c a l l e d  on a l l  t o  "pay a t t e n t i o n  
t o  p r o t e c t i n g  B p e ~ 7 . l ~  S i m i l a r  suppor t  was voiced by 
speake r s  a t  r a l l i e s  i n  o t h e r  p rov inces ,  bu t  no t  a l l .  I n  
Fukien,  f o r  example, PRC Chairman Han Hsien-chu d i d  no t  
mention t h e  young Rebels,  s a v e  i n  h i s  opening s a l u t a t i o n ,  
p o s s i b l y  because Red Guard-rela ted v io l ence  cont inued  i n  
some a r e a s  of t h e  province .  

October  a l s o  saw t h e  con t inu ing  t r a n s f e r  o r  deporta-  
t i o n  of hundreds of thousands of urban Red Guards t o  r u r a l  
a r e a s .  By t h e  beginning  of t h e  month, accord ing  t o  t h e  
Hong Kong Ta Kuncz Pao, over 200,000 c o l l e g e  g radua te s  had 
l e f t  Peking t o  "work on t h e  farms and i n  f a c t o r i e s  and 
mines." On 8 October ,  20,000 Harbin Red Guards were s e n t  
out  t o  "settle i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and mountain r eg ions , "  
and t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  was d e s c r i b e d  (nodoubt t ru , t h f  u l l y )  by  
a  Harbin MRC o f f i c i a l  a s  "a major happy event ."  I n  Canton 
acco rd ing  t o  t r a v e l e r s '  r e p o r t s ,  some 170,000 youths  were 
s e n t  t o  t h e  farms a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  t r a d e  f a i r  on 
15 October ,  w i t h  " r e p o r t e d l y  h a l f  of B h e d  . . . d i spa t ched  
under d u r e s s  and showing eve ry  i n d i c a t i o n  of r e t u r n i n g  a s  
soon a s  p o s s i b l e . "  Other  s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  a r r i v a l  
of huge c o n t i n g e n t s  of young u r b a n i t e s  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  
has  been a  bane t o  h o s t  and depor t ee  a l i k e .  The peasan t s  
t e n d  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a s  "rice bucketsw--unproductive,  
unwelcome a d d i t i o n s  t o  communities a l r e a d y  hard-pressed t o  
p rov ide  t h e n n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e .  For  t h e i r  p a r t ,  most Red 
Guards view t h e i r  summary d i s p a t c h  t o  t h e  boondocks a s  
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a  l i f e  s e n t e n c e  a t  hard l a b o r ,  a r e  embi t t e r ed  
by t h e i r  l o s s  of vanguard s t a t u s ,  and f e e l  s u p e r i o r  t o  
t h e i r  new and a l i e n  environment.  As t h e  24 October  K i r i n  
Daily: p u t  i t ,  "Young i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who have gone t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  t o  s e t t l e  down . . . shou ld  g e t  r i d  of t h e i r  
s i l l y  a i r s  of s u p e r i o r i t y  and humbly accept  r e e d u c a t i o n  



by t h e  poor  and lower-middle peasan t s . "  

The Red Guards, however, a r e  no t  t h e  only t a r g e t s  
f o r  Maoist  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time. On 6 October ,  
ano the r  i n s t r u c t i o n  from t h e  Chairman s t a t e d ,  "Sending t h e  
masses of c a d r e s  t o  do manual work g i v e s  t h e m  an e x c e l l e n t  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s tudy  once aga in ;  t h i s  should  be done by a l l  
c a d r e s  excep t  t hose  who a r e  t o o  o l d ,  weak, ill, o r  d i sab led . "  

What appears  t o  be a major v e h i c l e  used i n  c a r r y i n g  
out  t h i s  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  is t h e  so -ca l l ed  " 7  May Cadre School ,"  
d e s c r i b e d  by Heilungkiang P r o v i n c i a l  S e r v i c e  on 8 October 
a s  " r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  s c h o o l s  designed t o  t r a i n  a  new g e n e r a t i o n  
of communists who can  handle  both m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  
a f f a i r s ,  engage i n  both i n d u s t r y  and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  work a t  
both h i g h e r  o r  lower l e v e l s ,  and hold o f f i c i a l  p o s t s  w h i l e  
remaining o rd ina ry  people ."  

Such schoo l s  a r e  be ing  e s t a b l i s h e d  throughout t h e  
coun t ry ,  and provide  f u r t h e r  evidence; ( a t  l e a s t  t o  t h i s  
a n a l y s t )  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  is IJ&, being tu rned  
o f f ,  a l b e i t  i n  Mao's name, by a  moderate Chou En-lai/PLA 
c o a l i t i o n .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  is deepening; 
f o r  Mao has  t u rned  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  purg ing  t h e  lower 
l e v e l s  of t h e  P a r t y .  I n  sum, t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  no th ing  less 
than  a new a n v i l  on which Mao is a t t empt ing  t o  pound out  
t h e  new P a r t y  cad re ,  i n  much t h e  same way t h a t  t h e  worker 
propaganda teams and t h e  "down t o  t h e  coun t rys ide  and up 
t o  t h e  mountainsw campaign a r e  t o  r e v o l u t i o n i z e  t h e  youth.  



XI : SUMMARY AND CONCLUS I ONS 

I n  August 1966 ,  Mao Tse- tung u n l e a s h e d  h i s  Red 
Guard b l i t z k r i e g  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  t h r o u g h o u t  
C h i n a .  Egged o n  by Madame Mao and her C u l t u r a l  Revolu-  
t i o n  Group (CRG) l i e u t e n a n t s ,  t h e  young s t u d e n t s  were 
g i v e n  a c a r t e  b l a n c h e  t o  p u r g e  " a n t i - P a r t y  and  a n t i -  
s o c i a l i s t  b o u r g e o i s  a u t h o r i t i e s "  and t o  I' d r a g  ou tl? and 
" s t r u g g l e w  any  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  l e a d e r  who " s t a n d s  i n  
t h e  way of  t h e  great c u l t u r a l  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ' ~  Assu red  t h a t  
a l l  o f  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  Mao and  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  were c o r r e c t ,  t h e  ~ e d ' ~ u ~ r d s  vowed t o  " t u r n  
t h e  o l d  w o r l d  u p s i d e  down, smash i t  t o  p i e c e s ,  p u l v e r i z e  
i t ,  c r e a t e  c h a o s  and make a t remendous  mess, t h e  b i g g e r  
t h e  b e t t e r ! "  

They k e p t  t h e i r  word.  Dur ing  t h e  l a t t e r  month? 
of 1966,  Ch ina  was c o n v u l s e d  by a f r e n z y  o f  Red Guard 
a c t i v i t y .  Some n i n e  m i l l i o n  p r o v i n c i a l  y o u t h s  l i a i s e d  
t o  P e k i n g ,  c a u g h t  a g l i m p s e  o f  Mao a t  o n e  o f  t h e  mass 
r a l l i e s ,  and r e c e i v e d  w i n s t r u c t i o n s "  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  
"make r e v o l u t i o n w  upon r e t u r n i n g  home. A t  t h e  same time, 
e l i t e  Red Guard u n i t s  f rom P e ~ i n g  U n i v e r s i t y ,  T s i n g h u a ,  
P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  
c a p i t a l  f a n n e d  o u t  i n t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  where  t h e y  a t t g m p t e d  
t o  o r g a n i z e  l o c a l  m i l i t a n t s  f o r  a n  a s s a u l t  o n  t h e  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s .  

S e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  p l agued  t h e  Red Guard move- 
ment from t h e  s t a r t .  F i r s t ,  t h e  f v i n s t r u c t i o n s "  g i v e n  t h e  
young f a n a t i c s  b y  C e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  were p u r p o s e l y  vague  
and a l l - i n c l u s i v e  ( o n l y  Mao and h i s  c o t e r i e  were immune 
f rom a t t a c k ) .  I n d e e d ,  t h e y  were  n o t h i n g  less t h a n  s t r i d e n t  
e x h o r t a t i o n s  t o  l v r e b e l "  a g a i n s t  anyone o r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  
t h e  Red Guards  b e l i e v e d  t o  be a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  new 
M a o i s t  o r d e r .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  when Mao l a t e r  d e s i r e d  t o  
s t o p  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  Red Guard o n s l a u g h t ,  he had g r e a t  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  d o i n g  s o .  



Second ,  many P e k i n g  Red Guards  who l i a i s e d  t o  o t h e r  
c i t i e s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  a t  l e a s t  two p r o v i n c e s ,  P a r t y  
l e a d e r s  were p r e - t a r g e t e d  by  t h e  M a o i s t s  a n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  
were a t t a c k e d  by t h e  o u t s i d e r s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  
a r r i v e d  o n  t h e  s c e n e .  A t  minimum, t h e  i m p e r i o u s  b e h a v i o r  
was r e s i s t e d ,  fo r  local Red Guards ,  e v e n  i f  t h e y  a g r e e d  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  targets ,  f e l t  q u i t e  a b l e  t o  " s t r u g g l e t f  them 
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  t o l d  what  t o  d o  by o u t s i d e r s .  I n  o t h e r  
a r e a s ,  l o c a l  Red G u a r d s  d i d  n o t  agree w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e r s t  
b l a c k  lists and  came t o  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h o s e  u n d e r  a t t a c k .  

. I n  still  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s ,  o f f i c i a l s  o r g a n i z e d  Red Guards  
f o r  t h e  specific p u r p o s e  of d e f e n d i n g  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
a g a i n a t  t h e  n o n - l o c a l s t  o n s l a u g h t s .  Added t o  t h i s  was  
t h e  i n n a t e  h o s t i l i t y  of sgme C h i n e s e  ( s u c h  as t h e  Canton-  
ese) toward  t h e i r  f e l l o w s  f rom o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

F i n a l l y ,  g i v e n  t h e  e f f u s i v e  p r a i s e  showered  upon 
them by C e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  a n d  o f f i c i a l  media d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f i r s t  mass  r a l l y  o n  18 Augus t  1966 ,  
many Red Guards  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e - - a n d  many more d i d  n o t  
a c c e p t - - t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e y  were t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  of 
t h e  p u r g e ,  Mao n e v e r  empowered them to  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  
o f f i c i a l s  were t o  s u r v i v e  as  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s . "  
A l t h o u g h  open  t o  a d v i c e ,  o f t e n  c o n f l i c t i n g ,  Mao, L i n  P i a o ,  
and  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG r e s e r v e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  make t h e  f i n a l  I 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  

By e a r l y  O c t o b e r  ( l 9 6 6 ) ,  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was n o t  g o i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n .  I n  
many a r e a s ,  t h e  v i o l e n t  Red Guard a s s a u l t s  o n  t h e  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  month and  more had p r o d u c e d  
l i t t l e  s a v e  i n c r e a s e d  r e s i s t a n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h o s e  
u n d e r  a t t a c k ,  I f  Mao had e x p e c t e d  a r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  
v i c t o r y ,  w i t h  p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  e n d u r i n g  t h e  young f a n a t i c s t  
o u t r a g e s ,  d e b a s i n g  t h e i r  p e r s o n s  and  t h e i r  careers w i t h  
uself-criticisms,~f and t h e n  p a s s i v e l y  a w a i t i n g  t h e  C h a i r -  
m a n ' s  v e r d i c t  as t o  w h e t h e r  or n o t  t h e y  had p a s s e d  t h e  
t ea t ,  ,he had b e e n  p r o v e n  wrong.  C e r t a i n  c o r r e c t i v e s  were 
r e q u i r e d ,  and Mao a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  problem o n  two l e v e l s  
- - p r o f f e r i n g  " f  o r g i v e n e s s w  ( a t '  t h e  O c t o b e r  Work C o n f e r -  
e n c e )  t o  t h o s e  who c o r r e c t e d  t h e i r  I t e r r o r s , "  w h i l e  a t  
t h e  same time s h a r p e n i n g  t h e  weapon t h a t  would  c u t  dawn 
t h o s e  who c o n t i n u e d  t o  oppose h i s  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  



After t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of t h e  Work C o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  
M a o i s t s  t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n s i s t i n g  p r i m a r i l y  
of w o r k e r s  i n  i n d u s t r i a l l ,  min ing ,  P a r t y ,  and governmenta l  
o r g a n s  t h r o u g h o u t .  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  
Red Guards  and e r o d e  t h e  b a s e s  of s u p p o r t  f o r  l o c a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  I n  o n e  i m p o r t a n t  s e n s e ,  t h e  newly-formed 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c c e e d e d  a l l  t o o  w e l l .  
The R e b e l s  p roved  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  t e a r  down e s t a b l i s h e d  
s t r u c t u r e s  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  b u t  t h e y  were i n c a p a b l e  o f  
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  b u i l d  a new o r d e r .  Nowhere was t h i s  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  more c l e a r l y  t h a n  i n  Shangha i ,  r e g a r d e d  by 
Mao a s  second  i n  impor tance  o n l y  t o  Pek ing  i t s e l f ,  f o r  
by t h e  end o f  December, C h i n a ' s  l a r g e s t  c i t y  was i n  c h a o s .  
The o l d  P a r t y  and governmenta l  a p p a r a t u s  was moribund;  
p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  and m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  were p o w e r l e s s  t o  
c o n t r o l  compe t ing  Rebel g r o u p s ;  p r o d u c t i o n  and e s s e n t i a l  
s e r v i c e s  ground t o  a  h a l t .  

By e a r l y  J a n u a r y  1967,  t h e  mess i n  Shangha i  had 
become s o  s e r i o u s  a s  t o  r e q u i r e  a  l 'power-se izure l l  f o r  
which,  i t  s o o n  became c l e a r ,  t h e  M a o i s t s  were p o o r l y  
prepak-ed. I n  e f f e c t ,  t h e  l lpower - se izure l l  was a r e s c u e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  and Maols  new team i n  Shanghai--headed by two 
members o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG--faced t h e  f o r m i d a b l e  t a s k  
o f  p a c i f y i n g  a  c i t y  and r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  
o v e r  a p o p u l a c e  whose d e s i r e s  were o f t e n  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
Maofs  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  p u r g e .  

Almost immedia te ly ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  
China were t o l d  t o  e m u l a t e  t h e i r  Shangha i  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  
t h e r e b y  l e a d i n g  to a ser ies  o f  w p o w e r - s e i z u r e s , l l  accom- 
pan ied  by much b loodshed  and v i o l e n c e ,  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  
p r o v i n c e  and majo r  c i t y .  Although t h e  M a o i s t s  had s t a t e d  
r e p e a t e d l y  t h a t  t h e r e  were o n l y  a  l lhandfu l l '  o f  I t c a p i t a l -  
i s t - r o a d e r s t *  t o  be d e a l t  w i t h ,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels 
and Red Guards  h e a r d  o n l y  t h e  c a l l  t o  Itseize power," and 
t h u s  s u b j e c t e d  t o  s e v e r e  a t t a c k s  n e a r l y  a l l  o f f i c i a l s ,  
a number of whom were l a t e r  d e c l a r e d  t o  be "good comrades1' 
and r e t a i n e d  by Mao i n  p o s i t i o n s  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e spon-  
s i b i l i t y .  T h i s  l e d  t o  a  deep-sea ted  and c o n t i n u i n g  h o s t i l i t y  
on t h e  p a r t  o f  many Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  toward  t h o s e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  



Commit tees- - the  new o r g a n s  o f  p o w e r - - e s t a b l i s h e d  ( o f t e n  
w i t h  great  d i f f i c u l t y )  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  o f  1967, for  t h o s e  
who have  s u r v i v e d  t h e  p u r g e  have ,  by  a n d  l a r g e ,  b e e n  as- 
signed t o  p o s t s  in t h e  same p r o v i n c e  where  t h e y  had  been  
u n d e r  a t t a c k .  

A m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  many "power- 
s e i z u r e s H  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  g i v e n  R e b e l  f a c t i o n  or a l -  
l i a n c e  u s u a l l y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  seize power o n l y  f o r  i t s e l f ,  
T h i s  o f t e n  l e d  t o  a  s e c o n d  r o u n d  i n  wh ich  t h e  e x c l u d e d  
f a c t i o n ( s )  would  a t t e m p t  t o  wrest c o n t r o l  away f rom t h o s e  
who had c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  i n i t i a l  seizure. 

. A s e c o n d  p rob lem c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  j u s t  wha t  Mao 
mean t  by w p o w e r - s e i z u r e . "  I t  may be t h a t  he  r e a l l y  be- 

J 
. , 

l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  young t o u g h s ,  armed w i t h  h i s  " t h o u g h t l W  
c o u l d  seize and  e x e r c i s e  power i n  a n  e f f e c t i v e  manner .  
If s o ,  Mao c o u l d n ' t  have  b e e n  more wrong.  On t h e  o t h e r  
hand ,  h e  may have  mean t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  t o  s u p e r -  
v i s e  t h e  work o f  P a r t y  a n d  government  c a d r e s  and  keep 
them a t  t h e i r  p o s t s  u n t i l  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  was made (by  
t h e  Chai rman,  - n o t  by t h e  Red Guards )  w i t h  regard t o  
t h e i r  l o y a l t y .  If t h i s  was what  Mao had  i n  mind ,  and  
i t  seems t h e  more  l i k e l y  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  he mus t  have  b e e n  
r u d e l y  s h a k e n  by t h e  s e l f - s e e k i n g  b e h a v i o r  of h i s  " revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  young g e n e r a l s . "  The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  had 
f a i l e d ,  as had t h e  Red Guards  b e f o r e  them. - 

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  o n  23 Janua ry  1967 ,  P e k i n g  o r d e r e d  
t h e  PLA t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  and  e n d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e v e r e  
c o n f l i c t s  be tween r i v a l  R e b e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I t  is n o t  
known what  c r i t e r i a  were s u p p o s e d  t o  be employed i n  de-  
t e r m i n i n g  w h i c h  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t o  be s u p p o r t e d  
and  wh ich  were t o  be s u p p r e s s e d ,  However,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
l o c a l  PLA commanders were g i v e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l a t i t u d e  i n  
t h i s  regard, a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s t w e r e  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  
i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  a t t i t u d e s  w h i c h  t h e  Red Guards  and  Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  had d i s p l a y e d  a l r e a d y  toward  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  some m i l i t a r y  coqmander s ,  much 
of t h e  v i o l e n c e  was p e r p e t r a t e d  o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  i n i t i a t e d  
by t h e  more m i l i t a n t  Red Guard  g r o u p s .  Thus ,  when a 



number o f  o r g a h i z a t i q n s  t h a t  had been s u p p r e s s e d  by t h e  
PLA were l a t e r  r e s t o r e d  t o  f a v o r  by Mao and t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG, t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  m i l i t a r y  commanders had t o  pay f o r  
t h e i r  e a r l i e r  " e r r o r s ,  a 1  t hough t h e r e  is good e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  a t  t h e  time e v e n  Mao and h i s  i n n e r  c i rc le  d i d  n o t  
know which g r o u p  or g r o u p s  t o  s u p p o r t  i n  some a r e a s .  

I t  s o o n  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  PLA, from Maofs  
p o i n t  o f  v iew,  had c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  
t o o  well. I n  o t h e r  words ,  t o o  much o r d e r  had been re- 
s t o r e d ;  t o o  many Red Guards had been muscled  around by 
t h e  m i l i t a r y ;  t o o  many P a r t y  and government o f f i c i a l s  
had been conf i rmed  i n  t h e i r  p o s t s  ( c o n v e r s e l y ,  t o o  few 
' ' r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s 1 g  had s e i z e d  and r e t a i n e d  power).  To 
c o r r e c s  t h + s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  Red Guards and R e v o l u t i o n -  : i d  

a r y  R e b e l s  were a g a i n  g i v e n  t h e  go-ahead i n  mid-March. 
T h i s  t i m e  a r o u n d ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  t a r g e t  was t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
" a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t  of c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e s t o r a t i o n "  
- - t h a t  is, t h e  phenomenon o f  " f a l e e  power - se izures"  i n  
a  number o f  p r o v i n c e s ,  whereby t h e  a t t e m p t  was m a d e - t o  
r e i n s t a t e  l a r g e  numbers o f  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  even  though 
many, i f  n o t  mos t ,  of  them had n o t  gone  t h r o v g h  t h e  p re -  
r e q u i s i t e s  of " r e h a b i l i t a t i o n "  ( b e i n g  l l s t r u g g l e d , l l  com- 
p o s i n g  a b j e c t  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m s ,  and w i l l i n g l y  a c c e p t i n g  
" s u p e r v i s i o n 1 '  by t h e  l l r e v o l u  t i o n a r y  m a s s e s u ) .  The n e x t  
s t e p  was t o  o r d e r  t h e  PLA t o  c o n s t r u c t  " three-way a l l i -  
ances"  of R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s ,  PLA, and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c a d r e s  a s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  fo r  a  s e c o n d ,  g e n u i n e  llpower-. 
s e i z u r e v  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  

A t  t h e  same time, o f f i c i a l  media i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  
a t t a c k  on L i u  Shao-ch i  ( l l C h i n a l s  Khrushchev") i n  a n  a t -  
tempt t o  p r o v i d e  a  s p e c i f i c  enemy a g a i n s t  which t h e  en- 
t i re  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  c o u l d  u n i t e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  How- 
e v e r ,  t h e  h a t r e d s  t h a t  had been g e n e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
" s e i ~ e - p o w e r ~ ~  p e r i o d  were t o o  d e e p - s e a t e d  t o  b e  e r a s e d  
or a s s u a ~ e d  i n  most  c a s e s .  and t h e  PLA had been r e n d e r e d  
incapab.1; o f  f i r m l y  c h a n n e l i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  
and Red Guards i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  d i r e c t i o n  and a g a i n s t  t h e  
c o r r e c t  t a r g e t s .  Thus ,  t h e  r i v a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  
f e l l  a l m o s t  immedia te ly  t o  f i g h t i n g  among t h e m s e l v e s ,  
and s e v e r a l  of  t h e  r e c e n t l y  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
t u r n e d  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  t o  s e t t l i n g  a c c o u n t s  w i t h  t h o s e  



m i l i t a r y  commanders who had o u t l a w e d  t h e i r  u n i t s  and  a r -  
rested some o f  t h e i r  members e a r l i e r  o n .  

A s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  s i t u a t i o n ,  a 
d i r e c t i v e  was  i s s u e d  o n  6 June ,wh iCh  s t a t e d  t h a t  
a l l  t h o s e  who c o n t i n u e d  t o  engage  i n  armed B t r u g g l e s  
would be d e a l t  w i t h  s e v e r e l y ,  b u t  d i d  - n o t  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
PLA t o  open  f i r e  o n  g r o u p s  t h a t  d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e  o r d e r .  
A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  o r d e r  - was l a r g e l y  d i s r e g a r d e d ,  a s  f e w  
g r o u p s  were w i l l i n g  t o  s t o p  f i g h t i n g  b e f o r e  t h e y  had 
d e f e a t e d  t h e i r  r i v a l s ,  t h e r e b y  ( t h e y  hoped)  s e c u r i n g  f o r  
t h e m s e l v e s  a p l a c e  i n  t h e  new o r d e r .  

The  b a s i c  problem a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  Mao's 
, r e l u c t a n c e  t o  acknowledge  t h a t  much o f  t h e  f i g h t i n g  was 

t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  d e e p  s p l i t  w i t h i n  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  # -  

f l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t v  i t s e l f .  Thus ,  i n s t e a d  of o r d e r i n g  
t h e  PLA t o  move e f f e c t i v e l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r o u b l e m a k e r s ,  
Mao t s  p o l i c y  t h r o u g h o u t  J u n e  and  most of J u l y  was  ( a )  t o  
summon r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s  t o  P e k i n g  
where - - i t  was hoped-- they would work o u t  t h e i r  d i f f e r -  
e n c e s ,  and  (b) t o  d i s p a t c h  d e l e g a t i o n s  of C e n t r a l  l e a d -  
ers t o  se t t le  d i s p u t e s  and promcbte l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  
a l l i a n c e s ' '  among c o m p e t i n g  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  and  Red 
Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  " three-way a l l i a n c e s 1 '  o f  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels, PLA, 
and  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s .  t h u s  making  p o s s i b l e  t h e  forma- 
t i o n  8f a  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n  of power.  

One s u c h  d e l e g a t i o n  was  s e n t  t o  Wuhan, and i t  was 
t h e r e  t h a t  e v e n t s  t r a n s p i r e d  which  moved t h e  c u l t u r a l  

' r e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  its most l e f t i s t  s t a g e  t o  d a t e .  W i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  two compe t ing  a l l i a n c e s  t h e r e ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG o p t e d  f o r  o n e  s i d e  and  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  
s o - c a l l e d  l l M i l l i o n  H e r o e s ,  l1 was a  " c o n s W v a t i v e W  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  t h a t  had been  e r r o n e o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  M i l i t a r y  
R e g i o n  commander and h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s .  The  d e l e g a t i o n  
was t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG d e c i s i o n  was  c a r r i e d  
o u t ,  and  t h a t  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Reg ion  l e a d e r s  c o n f e s s  t h e i r  
e a r l i e r  " m i s t a k e .  A t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e  PLA commanders 
r e f u s e d ,  and t h i s  emboldened t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroesv  t o  
mount a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a n  
a s s a u l t  o n  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  and  t h e i r  d e t e n -  



A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  news r e a c h e d  P e k i n g ,  s e v e r a l  v e s s e l s  
o f  t h e . E a s t  Ch ina  Sea  F l e e t  were o r d e r e d  u p  r i v e r ,  and  
Chou E n - l a i  a r r i v e d  i n  Wuhan t o  s e c u r e  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s .  H e  was s u c c e s s f u l ,  and  accompanied  t h e  b a t t e r e d  
d e l e g a t i o n  back  t o  P e k i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .  

The  M a o i s t s f  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  was 
s w i f t .  The  M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n  commander was i m m e d i a t e l y  
o r d e r e d  t o  P e k i n g ,  s t r u g g l e d ,  and  b u s t e d ,  a n d  t h e  " M i l -  
l i o n  H e r o e s t 1  was condemned a s  a l l c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  r e a c t i o n  was  e x t r e m e .  
On t h e  d a y  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  r e t u r n e d ,  f o r  example ,  Madame 
Mao d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  l f r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a s s e s  c a n  u s e  weapons 

, i b  s e l f - d e f e n s e . "  Her  s t a t e m e n t  was  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  ser ies  
T , .  of press a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  PLA, c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a  Red F l a g  

e d i t o r i a l  on  1 Augus t  wh ich  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m o G e m o  
l l o v e r t h r o w  and d i s c r e d i t  . . .  t h e  h a n d f u l  of t o p  p e r s o n s  i n  
a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  i n  t h e  P a r t y  and  t h e  
Armyff now " r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of the s t r u g -  cff F i n a l l y ,  o n  9 Augus t ,  L i n  P i a o  o r d e r e d  PLA command- 
ers t o  " s e e k  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from and r e p o r t  to  . . .  Mao, t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee,  a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG" b e f o r e  a c t i n g  o n  
"any m a t t e r ,  l a r g e  or s m a l l . .  . l l  

The c a l l  to  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  " h a n d f u l w  i n  t h e  P a r t y  
a n d  t h e  PLA, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  p l a c e d  upon 
t h e  army by L i n t s  d i r e c t i v e ,  r e d u c e d  Ch ina  t o  a  s t a t e  o f  
n e a r  chaos, and t h e  M a o i s t s  moved q u i c k l y  t o  redress t h e  
b a l a n c e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  what  came t o  be known a s  t h e  
Cha i r m a n l  s " g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n .  l1 T h i s  m a j o r  pronounce-  
m e n t ,  p r o b a b l y  d e l i v e r e d  i n  l a t e  Augus t ,  is e x t r e m e l y  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  c o u r s e  Gf t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  s i n c e  Sep tember  1967 ,  f o r  s e v e r a l  of M a o f s  m a j o r  
c o n c e r n s  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 9 6 8  were i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  
k e y  p o i n t s  se t  down i n  h i s  " p l a n q f  a  y e a r  e a r l i e r .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  ~ a o ,  t h e  f irst  o r d e r  of b u s i n e s s  i n  
t h e  f a l l  o f  1966 had been  cr i t ic ism of t h e  " b o u r g e o i s  
r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e ,  and  t h e  Red G u a r d s  had been  t h e  first 
t o m c o g n i z e  t h i s .  I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 6 7 ,  however ,  h e e d i n g  t h e  
c a l l  t o  seize power,  t h e  " w o r k e r s  6f t h e  who le  c o u n t r y  
r o s e ; ' '  t h u s , .  l l t h e . p r i n c i p a l  f o r c e  [now] l i e s  w i t h  t h e  
w o r k e r s  a n d  p e a s a n t s , l l  and  t h e  .Red Guards  m u s t  "receTe 
t o  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  p o s i t i o n .  " 



After t h e  "power-se izures1 '  o f  e a r l y  1967,  Mao 
s t a t e d ,  t h e  ,hope had been f o r  a  "prompt g r e a t  a l l i a n c e ; 1 9  
b u t  t h i s  had n o t  been  a c h i e v e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s e l f - s e e k -  
i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of " i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and young s t u d e n t s "  
w i t h  t h e i r  " p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s  and b o u r g e o i s  i d e a s . "  And 

. Mao warned t h e n  warned t h e  Red Guards ,  "Unless  t h e y  s t r i v e  
t o  r e f o r m  t h e i r  wor ld  o u t l o o k ,  t h i n g s  w i l l  r u n  c o u n t e r  
t o  t h e i r  w i s h e s . "  

Mao c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  "plan1'  d i d  n o t  s i g n a l  
t h e  end o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  b u t  rather-at  t h e  
movement must  r e - d i r e c t  t h e  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  " c o r r e c t w  
t a r g e t s ,  o r g a n i z e  w r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s w  and 
"three-way  alliance^,^^ p o i n t  o u t  "bad p e r s o n s  and d e v i l s , "  
and " r e h a b i l i t a t e  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s w  and "convene P a r t y  
c o n g r e s s e s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s . "  H e  a l s o  made it p l a i n  t h a t  
h i s  c a l l  f o r  f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  " c a p i t a l i s t - r o a d e r s w  
d i d  n o t  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  Rebels t o  a t t a c k  t h e  new r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s  t h a t  were b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  s u c h  
d i f f i c u l t y ,  and c a l l e d  f o r  c a r e f u l  p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o -  
g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  e l i m i n a t e  f a c t i o n a l i s m  from t h e  r a n k s  
o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  

Numerous d i r e c t i v e s  were s o o n  promulgated  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  lower  t h e  l e v e l  of v i o l e n c e  and h a s t e n  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  Mao's "p lan . "  Most i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l l ,  
t h e  PLA was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  open f i r e  on R e b e l s  a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  s e i z e  a d d i t i o n a l  weapons,  and empowered t o  compel them 
t o  r e t u r n  a l l  o r d n a n c e  s e i z e d  p rev i .ous ly .  I n  some p r o v i n c e s ,  
p u b l i c  t r i a l s  were h e l d  and c r i m i n a l  e l e m e n t s - - i n c l u d i n g  
l v j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t s "  and "hoodlums u s i n g  t h e  names of . 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s w - - w e r e  impr i soned  or 
e x e c u t e d .  I n  P e k i n g ,  Madame Mao informed t h e  Red Guards  
t h a t  " t r o o p s  w i l l  be  a s s i g n e d  t o  your s c h o o l s  t o  c o n d u c t  
m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g u - - t h a t  is, t o  s h a p e  up  t h e  young f a n a t i c s .  

F i n a l l y ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  f a c t i o n s ,  
PLA commanders, and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s  from v a r i o u s  
p r o v i n c e s  were o r d e r e d  t o  a t t e n d  "Mao-studyt1 c l a s s e s  i n  
Pek ing .  A t  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  Chou E n - l a i  and t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG saw t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  engaged i n  cr i t ic ism 
and self-criticism, t r i e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e i r  v o l u n t a r y  com- 
p l i a n c e  w i t h  Maols  " p l a n , "  and a t t e m p t e d  to  hammer o u t  
compromises and " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s w  among t h e  
r i v a l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  



The s t u d y  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  deployment of a d d i t i o n a l  
army u n i t s ,  r e o p e n i n g  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  crackdown on a l l  
u n a u t h o r i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  o r d e r -  
i n g  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  c u t  a c r o s s  
f u n c t i o n a l  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i n e s ,  and t h e  d i s p a t c h i n g  of  
u r b a n  Red Guards  f o r  r e s e t t l e m e n t  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s - - t h e s e  
and o t h e r  m e a s u r e s  were i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r e s t o r i n g  r e l a -  
t i v e  calm by t h e  end of 1967 t o  a  number of a r e a s  where 
l a r g e  s c a l e  v i o l e n c e  had been t h e  r u l e  d u r i n g  J u l y  and 
August . 

A s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  P e k i n g ,  12 more 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s  were s e t  up a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
l e v e l  d u r i n g  t h e  first f o u r  months o f .  1968 ,  t h e r e b y  b r i n g -  
i n g  t h e  t o t a l  t o  21 and l e a v i n g  e i g h t  y e t  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  
C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  l1 t w i n  e v i l s "  of  
ana rch i sm and f a c t i o n a l i s m  was g r e a t l y  i n t e n s i f i e d ,  t h e  
purpose  b e i n g  t o  ge t  on w i t h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of f o r m i n g  "re- 
v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t   alliance^,^^ r e a c h i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  on which 
c a d r e s  were l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y l l  and t h u s  e l i g i b l e  for  i n c l u -  
s i o n  i n  "three-way  alliance^,^^ and d e f e n d i n g  and c o n s o l i d a t -  
i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t - i o n a r y  commi t t ees  a t  a l l  1eval;s .  

However, i t  must  a g a i n  be  emphasized t h a t  when t h e  
M a o i s t s  c a l l e d  for  t h e  d e f e n s e  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  comm t tees,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  ( n o r  d o  t h e y  now) 
mean t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i ~ w a s  n e a r i n g  a n  end.  
Although a n a r c h i s m  and f a c t i o n a l i s m  were r o u n d l y  condemned, 
SO were o t h e r  l l e v i l s , f f  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  "bad ele- 
ments!' were still h idden  w i t h i n  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  P a r t y  
( t h u s  i n d i c a t i n g  more p u r g e s ) .  I n  sum, t h e  M a o i s t s  wanted:  
(1) t o  t e r m i n a t e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  mass a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s ;  (2) a s  r e q u i r e d ,  t o  p u r g e  and s t ream- 
l i n e  t h e  committees, e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  from P e k i n g  o r  th rough  
c o n t i n u a l  p e r s o n n e l  s c r e e n i n g s  by t h e  committees themse lves ;  
(3)  t o  p u t  a n  end t o  f a c t i o n a l  c l a s h e s ;  (4) t o  s t i m u l a t e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Q l a n  by f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  o n  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  
i n  d i s g r a c e ;  a n d ( 5 )  by means o f  t h e  llMao-studyll c l a s s e s ,  
conduc ted  i n  some a r e a s  by w o r k e r - s o l d i e r - c a d r e  propaganda 
teams,  t o  c a r r y  o u t  llstruggle-criticism-transformation" 
( c r i t  icism, self -criticism, r e f o r m )  i n  a  " p e n e t r a t i n g  
w a y q t . w i t h i n  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  and o f f i c e s .  
The c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was t o  c o n t i n u e - - t r a n s f o r m e d ,  



n o t  abandoned--but  i n  a  more manageab le ,  c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e d  - 
f a s h i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t -  
tees and  promote  Red Guard a n d  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  o b e d i -  
e n c e  t o  both C e n t r a l  and  p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t y .  

By mid-March, however ,  i t  became c l e a r  ' t h a t  t h e  
M a o i s t s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  had l e d  
t o  a  l o s s  O f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r ,  t h e r e b y  ( i n  Mao's e y e s )  
c a s t i n g  d o u b t  on  t h e  l o y a l t y  and  r e l i a b i l i t y  of some 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e  members, and  had c a u s e d  many 
p e o p l e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  would 
~ v i c t o r i o u s l y n  c o n c l u d e  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and  con-  
s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  a n o t h e r  
m i l i t a n t  p h a s e  was i n i t i a t e d ,  a c c e l e r a t e d  by t h e  p u r g e  
o f  A c t i n g  PLA C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  Yang Cheng-wu and two o t h e r  
h i g h - r a n k i n g  o f f i c e r s  whoi'e"xceeded t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  and 
r a n  a f o u l  o f  t h e  venomous Madame Mao and  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 

As t h e  " a n t i - r  i g h t  ist" campaign  began ,  e m p h a s i s  
was  p l a c e d  upon t h e  i m p o r t a n t  ro le  y e t  t o  be p l a y e d  by 
t h e  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  wa tchdogs  o f  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e  members. However, t h i s  
e m p h a s i s  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  R e b e l s  t o  renew t h e i r  f a c t i o n a l  
c l a s h e s  and  undermined  t h e  a l r e a d y  t e n u o u s  s t a b i l i t y  o f  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. The r e s u l t ,  i n  s h o r t ,  was 
n o t  t h e  c o n t r o l l e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  u p s u r g e  t h a t  Mao d e s i r e d .  

The  c o n f l a g r a t i o n  i n  Kwangsi--?here Vietnam-bound 
r a i l  s e r v i c e  was d i s r u p t e d ,  a r m s  s h i p m e n t s  r a i d e d ,  t r a i n s  
d e r a i l e d ,  and  c i t i e s  gu t t ed - -was  t h e  mos t  ominous  d e v e l o p -  
ment  o f  t h e  " a n t i - r i g h t i s t f '  c ampa ign ,  and  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  t h e  f i n a l  o u t r a g e  t h a t  c a u s e d  Mao t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
PLA t o  move f o r c e f u l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  Red G u a r d s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  C e n t r a l  d i r e c t i v e s  o f  13 J u n e  and 3 J u l y  
o r d e r e d  a n  immed ia t e  h a l t  t o  t h e  f i g h t i n g ,  b u t  r a i l  o u t -  
r a g e s  w e r e  n o t e d  i n  Kwangsi a s  l a t e  a s  25 J u l y .  

F i n a l l y ,  on  28 J u l y ,  Mao made i t  a b s o l u t e l y  c l e a r  
t h a t  he  was  f e d  up  w i t h  t h e  Red Guard o u t r a g e s .  I n  a  
f i v e - h o u r  m e e t i n g  w i t h  Red G u a r d . l e a d e r s  i n  P e k i n g ,  he 
warned  them t h a t  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  was  h i s  answer  t o  con-  
t i n u i n g  d i s o b e d i e n c e  a n d  s t a t e d :  



I now i s s u e  a n o t h e r  n a t i o n w i d e  d i r e c t i v e  : 
If anyone  c o n t i n u e s  t o  d i s o b e y ,  s t r i k e  
a t  t h e  PLA, d e s t r o y  oommunica t ions  o r  
set  f i r e s ,  h e  is c o m m i t t i n g  a  crime. If  
a small number of  p e o p l e  d o  n o t  heed  t h i s  
a d v i c e ,  t h e y  a r e  b a n d i t s - - t h e y  a r e  o f  t h e  
Kuomintang. They must  be s u r r o u n d e d ,  and 
i f  t h e y  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  s t u b b o r n  resist- 
a n c e  t h e y  w i l l  be a n n i h i l a t e d .  

The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels and Red Guards ,  i f  a l l o w e d  t o  
c o n t i n u e  a@ autonomous ,  s e l f - s e e k i n g ,  and h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s ,  
n o t  o n l y  i m p e r i l e d  wha t  had a l r e a d y  been  a c h i e v e d ,  b u t  
a l s o  made i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  Mao t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a n q  t h e , , r a d i c a l  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  C h i n e s e  
s o c i e t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o b s e s s i o n .  

E v e n t s  d u r i n g  August  p r o v i d e d  f u r t h e r  conf i rma-  
t i o n  t h a t  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  had r e p l a c e d  the Red Guards  
as  Mao 's  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  vanguard .  Worker-peasant  propa-  
ganda  t e a m s ,  some w i t h  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  members and o f t e n  
armed,  descended  on  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and s c h o o l s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  some a r e a s ,  t h e  t eams  m e t  w i t h  resist- 
a n c e ,  b u t  t h e  R e b e l s  were overwhelmed by  t h e  PLA-backed 
w o r k e r s ,  who were armed w i t h  Mao's  c l e a r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
to  restore o r d e r  and r e f o r m  t h e  young m i l i t a n t s .  some 
R e b e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  began t o  announce  t h e i r  " v o l u n t a r y '  
d i s b a n d m e n t , "  o t h e r s  were o u t l a w e d ,  and  i t  became c l e a r  
t h a t  s u c h  Red Guard a c t i v i t y  a s  was p e r m i t t e d  would hence- 
f o r t h  b e  unde r  t h e  a e g i s  o f  Red Guard c o n g r e s s e s  r e s p o n -  
s ib le  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s  and  n o t  l e f t  t o *  
autonomous f a c t i o n s .  F i n a l l y ,  h u n d r e d s  of t h o u s a n d s  o f  
u n i v e r s i t y  and m i d d l e - s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  were and c o n t i n u e  
t o  be d i s p a t c h e d  f o r c i b l y  f o r  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  
--communes, v i l l a g e s ,  m i n e s ,  and PLA f a r m s .  

By e a r l y  S e p t e m b e r ,  Red G u a r d - r e l a t e d  v i o l e n c e  
was less  t h a n  a t  a n y  t i m e  s i n c e  Augus t  o f  1966.  A t  t h e  
same t i m e ,  w i t h  o r d e r  b a s i c a l l y  restored, o f f i c i a l  media 
and C e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  began t o  c a u t i o n  t h a t  worke r  propa-  
ganda  t e a m s  were n o t  t o  engage  i n  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  sup-  
p r e s s i o n  o f  Red Guards  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  E v e n t s  d u r i n g  
O c t o b e r  p r o v i d e d  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Mao c o n t i n u e s  



t o  e n v i s a g e  a n  e s s e n t i a l  b u t  much d i m i n i s h e d  ro le  i n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  a streamlined, r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  
and r e s p o n s i v e  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Twenty-s ix  y e a r s  a g o ,  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  a t  the Yenan 
C o n f e r e n c e  of Writers and  A r t i s t s  i n  May o f  1942 ,  Mao had 
d e c l a r e d :  

Whenever I compare  unreformed i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
w i t h  w o r k e r s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and s o l d i e r s ,  I fee l  
t h a t  n o t  o n l y  a r e t t h e r e  many u n c l e a n  t h i n g s  
i n  t h e  minds  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  b u t  a l s o  
t h a t  t h e i r  b o d i e s  a r e  u n c l e a n .  The c l e a n e s t  
p e o p l e  a r e ' , t h e  w o r k e r s  and p e a s a n t s ,  e v e n  
though  t h e i r  h a n d s  may be s o i l e d  and  t h e i r  
f e e t  smeared  w i t h  cow dung.  Anyway, t h e y  
a r e  still  c l e a n e r  t h a n  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  and  
t h e  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e .  

L a t e r  e v e n t s  i n t e n s i f i e d  Mao's d i s t r u s t  of C h i n a ' s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  I n  1 9 5 7 ,  d u r i n g  t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  l i b e r a l i z a -  
t i o n  of t h e  "Hundred F l o w e r s v  Movement, some of t h e  most  
o u t s p o k e n  criticism B f  P a r t y  p o l i c y  came f rom s t u d e n t s  
and  f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  Ch ina  P e o p l e ' s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a  "model 
u n i v e r s i t y w  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1950 for  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
p u r p o s e  o f  t r a i n i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y w  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  of 
worke r -peasan t  background t o  become c a d r e s  f o r  n a t i o n a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

I n  11964,  i n  a n  e x t e n d e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w i t h  a v d i t i n g  I I Mao d e m o n s t r a t e d  q u i t e  
c l e a r l y  t h a t  h i d  s u s p i c i o n s  had n o t  been  d i s p e l l e d .  - ~ e  
e v i n c e d  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  P e k i n g  Uni- 
v e r s i t y  ( P e i  ta)--"I t is n o t  a good u n i v e r s i t y u - - a n d  when 
t h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had  v i s i t e d  P e i t a  
and  l rouna  the r a c u l t y l  and s t u d e n t s  "were e n t h u s i a s t i c  
and  had  a c i v i c  s p i r i t ,  Mao r e p l i e d ,  "They t o l d  you s o ,  
but what  t h e y  s a y  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  what 



t h e y  d o ,  It  is n o t  a good u n i v e r s i t y . "  Another  member 
o f  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  t h e n  v o l u n t e e r e d  t h a t  he had b e e n  q u i t e  
i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  a c e r t a i n  p o l y t e c h n i c a l  i n -  
s t i t u t e .  Mao r e s p o n d e d ,  " N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e y  s p o k e  w e l l  i n  
f r o n t  of you.  T h a t  is why you mus t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e l i e v e  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  s a y .  Whether  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  good or 
n o t ,  t h i s  is wha t  w e  w i l l  see i n  t h e  f u t u r e . "  

Mao's  1 o n g . s t a n d i n g  v i e w s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s '  s t r e n g t h s  and w e a k n e s s e s  were r e i n f o r c e d  by 
t h e  p e r f d r m a n c e  of t h e  Red Guards  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  d a t e .  I n  t h e  i n i t i a l ,  d e s t r u c -  
t i v e - p h a s e ,  Mao e x p l o i t e d  t h e  young s t u d e n t s 1  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  z e a l  a n d  u s e d  t h e  Red G u a r d s  a s  a  u n i q u e  e x t r a - P a r t y  > 

i n s t r u m e n t  t o  s u b j e c t  t h e  e l i t e  t o  a n  o r d e a l  by f i r e - - a  i z r s 5  T - 
test  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  h i g h - r a n k i n g  members of 
t h e  P a r t y  were w o r t h y  t o  be d e c l a r e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c -  
c e s s o r s  and hence  e l ig ib le  f o r  p o s i t i . o n s  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
i n  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r d e r .  

1 

Whi le  i t  would be t o o  much t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  followed a  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  m a s t e r  p l a n - - t h e r e  
h a v e  been  t o o  many t a c t i c a l  a d j u s t m e n t s  and  s h i f t s  a l o n g  
t h e  way-- i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  Mao e n v i s a g e d  two d i s t i n c t  
p h a s e s  f rom t h e  s t a r t :  d e s t r u c t i v e  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e .  
T h e  Red Guards  were Mao's v a n g u a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  
p h a s e ;  however ,  t h e y  p roved  t o  be a w o e f u l l y  d e f e c t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  p h a s e .  

Mao l s  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Red Guards  became 
a p p a r e n t  a f t e r  t h e i r  d i s m a l ,  s e l f - s e e k i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  " p o w e r - s e i z u r e s w  of e a r  l y  1967,  and  
was  i n t e n s i f i e d  by  t h e i r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e ,  i n t e r n e c i n e  war- 
f a r e  d u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  summer. Time a n d  a g a i n ,  Mao 
o r d e r e d  t h e  ~ o u n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  v o l u n t -  
a r i l y .  They d i d  n o t  d o  s o ,  t h e r e b y  c o n f i r m i n g  i n  M a o f s  
mind h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  n e g a t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  C h i n a ' s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  

A s  e a r l y  a s  1939 ,  Mao had w r i t t e n  t h a t  t h e  s o l e  
c r i t e r i o n  by w h i c h  t o  j u d g e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a  y o u t h  is 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  is . i f  he  is " w i l l i n g  t o  i n t e g r a t e  h i m s e l f  
w i t h  t h e  b r o a d  m a s s e s  of w o r k e r s . a n d  p e a s a n t s  and  d o e s  



s o  i n  p r a c t i c e . "  The  Red Guards  had n o t  b e e n  w i l l i n g  t o  
d o  so. Thus ,  Mao r e p l a c e d  them w i t h  a new vangua rd - - the  
work ing  c l a s s - -when  h e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  time had come to  
s t a r t  b u i l d i n g  a n d  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  h i s  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
o r d e r ,  a n d  f o r c i b l y  d i s p a t c h e d  t h e  young i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
t o  r u r a l  a r ea s  by  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  f o r  f u r t h e r  
v r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p u r i f i c a t i o n . "  The Red G u a r d s  a s  a ter- 
ro r i s t ic  d e v i c e  had o u t l i v e d  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s .  


