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THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND EDUCATION 

I N  COMMUNIST CHINA 

MEMORANDUM TO RECIPIENTS: 

For  three y e a r s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system i n  Communist 
China has  been t o t a l l y  d i s r u p t e d  and o u t  of p roduc t ion .  
U n i v e r s i t y  and middle  s choo l  s t u d e n t s  c l o s e d  t h e i r  c l a s s -  
rooms o r  conve r t ed  t h e m  i n t o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  headqua r t e r s  
t o  spend  t h e i r  t ime i n  Red Guard a c t i v i s m .  The s c h o o l  
sys tem was s co rned ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and t e a c h e r s  humi l i a t ed ,  
and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  depr ived  of s t a t u s  and r e s p e c t .  I t  
appea r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  " r a d i c a l i z a t i o n "  of cur r icu lum,  
f a c u l t y ,  and s t u d e n t s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  f o r  some t i m e ,  t o  t h e  
d e t r i m e n t  of o b j e c t i v e  r e s e a r c h  and t each ing .  

The f i n d i n g s  of t h i s  s t u d y ,  i n  broad terms, a r e  
t h a t  " e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n w  is b a s i c a l l y  a  f u n c t i o n  of 
Mao's d i s t r u s t  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and h i s  d e s i r e  t o  c r e a t e  
a  New Chinese  Man. Th i s  new man, t h e  f r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  suc-  
c e s s o r , "  is p r i m a r i l y  a  p roduc t  of h i s  educa t ion .  Mao 
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a s t  L iu  Shao-chi and o t h e r s  d i s -  
t o r t e d  and emasculated e d u c a t i o n a l  ref'orms des igned  t o  
c r e a t e  t h e  New Chinese Man. T h i s  b e l i e f  of Mao's, t o  
some e x t e n t  t r u e ,  l e d  Mao t o  launch  a  wholesa le  a s s a u l t  
on t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system a s  p a r t  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revolu t ion .  

I n  t h e  p a s t ,  Mao's s e a r c h  f o r  f a n a t i c a l  d e v o t i o n  
has  l e d  t o  a  compromise of academic q u a l i t y  i n  f a v o r  of 
p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y .  The same is l i k e l y  t o  be t r u e  i n  
t h e  p r e s e n t  i n s t a n c e  because t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem is 
asked t o  s e r v e  c o n f l i c t i n g  g o a l s .  The main t h r u s t  of 
t h e  c u r r e n t  reforms is t o  c u t  down t h e  t i m e  s p e n t  i n  
fo rmal  e d u c a t i o n  and t o  r e v i s e  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  t o  produce 
more narrowly t r a i n e d  s p e c i a l i s t s .  If t h e  emphasis on 
i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r i t y  is main ta ined  a s  t h e  primary purpose 



of educa t ion ,  t h e n  t h e  new p o l i c i e s  could  be d i s a s t r o u s ,  
coming on t h e  h e e l s  of t h r e e  y e a r s  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l l y  
no educa t ion  whatsoever.  I f ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, empha- 
sis is p laced  on t h e  c o n c r e t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of r e v i s e d  .. 
c u r r i c u l a  and t h e i r  s u b s t a n t i v e  con ten t ,  t hen  t h e  impact 
of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion could  be somewhat mi t iga t ed .  

T h i s  s t u d y  was produced s o l e l y  by t h e  DDfI S p e c i a l  
Research S t a f f .  The r e s e a r c h  a n a l y s t  i n  charge  was 
Paul  H.B. Godwin. 

John K e r r y  King 
C h i e f ,  DD/I S p e c i a l  Research S t a f f  
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THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND EDUCATION I N  COMMUNIST CHINA 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The e f fec t  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  upon educa-  
t i o n  i n  China h a s  had two major  f a c e t s ,  e a c h  w i t h  i ts  
own s p e c i f i c  outcomes .  F i r s t ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
h a s  t h u s  f a r  d e n i e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  of f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  t o  
a l l  s choo l -age  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and i t  h a s  s h a t t e r e d  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  The d e n i a l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  s t u d e n t s  
and p o t e n t i a l  s t u d e n t s  means t h a t  some 340 ,000  s t u d e n t s  
w i l l  g r a d u a t e  from a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  
w i t h o u t  c o m p l e t i n g  a  f o r m a l  c o u r s e  of s t u d y ,  and a p p r o x i -  
m a t e l y  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e i t h e r  e n t e r  s u c h  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  h i g h  s c h o o l  p r e p a r a t i o n  
(by C h i n e s e  s t a n d a r d s ) ,  o r  w i l l  f a i l  t o  e n t e r  a t  a l l .  
Many more t h o u s a n d s  of s t u d e n t s  w i l l  "g radua te"  from 
h i g h  s c h o o l  w i t h o u t  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e i r  f o r m a l  t r a i n i n g .  

Second,  t h e  s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  a l l  
l e v e l s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  h a s  been e f f e c t i v e l y  
d e s t r o y e d  by a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  Red Guard t e r r o r i s m  and 
t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  downgrading o f  t e a c h e r s  by t h e  regime 
t h r o u g h  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  t ake -over  of e d u c a t i o n  by w o r k e r s  
and p e a s a n t s .  C u r r i c u l u m  r e f o r m ,  of  which we have b u t  
a  few g l immer ings  a t  t h i s  time, w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  round  
o u t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  by s e r i o u s l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  amount o f  
b a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  and s y s t e m a t i c  a n a l y s i s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
d i s s e m i n a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s .  Thus  t h e  
core of  C h i n a f $  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  h a s  been  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
s a c r i f i c e d  t o  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  
u t o p i a .  

The n u l l i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  was,  
and is, a  d e l i b e r a t e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  one  of 
Mao T s e - t u n g v s  most immutable v a l u e s :  t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
have  p r o c l i v i t i e s  t h a t  make them s u s p e c t  a s  members o f  
Mab's i d e a l  s o c i e t y .  M a o f s  l o n g a s t a n d i n g  d i s t r u s t  . 
6 f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l '  is b a s e d  upon t h e  t e a l i z a t i o n  



t h a t  t h e  c o r e  of C h i n a ' s  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  was e d u c a t e d  i n  
t h e  West. Thus t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  is e i t h e r  t h e  p r o d u c t  
o f  a  "bourgeo i s"  s o c i e t y  o r ,  f o r  g r a d u a t e s  s i n c e  1949 ,  
t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  dominated  by t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  and t h e r e f o r e  p r o b a b l y  contam- 
i n a t e d  by n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  i d e o l o g y .  S t u d e n t s  e d u c a t e d  
i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union a r e ,  f o r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  e q u a l l y  
s u s p e c t .  Mao's deep- roo ted  s u s p i c i o n  of  t h e  i n t e l l e c -  
t u a l  comes i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a n o t h e r  of h i s  ma jo r  g o a l s :  
t h e  r a p i d  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  of China  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  
g r e a t  power s t a t u s  for  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c .  To a c h i e v e  
t h i s  g o a l  China needed t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  and 
m a n a g e r i a l  s k i l l s  upon which t h e  modern i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  
s t a t e  is b u i l t .  Such s k i l l s  a r e  t h e  p r o d u c t  of t h e  edu- 
c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  of t h e  s o c i e t y . , t h a t  s e e k s  t o  c r e a t e  them, 
and a r e  h e l d  and m a n i p u l a t e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  whose v a l u e s  
t e n d  t o  be p r a g m a t i c  and u n i v e r s a l i s t i c .  Such v a l u e s  
a r e  anathema t o  Mao Tse - tung .  

The long-range g o a l  o f  Mao was [and  r e m a i n s ]  t o  
p o l i t i c i z e  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who were a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  
West, and t o  e d u c a t e  a  new C h i n e s e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  who was 
b o t h  p o l i t i c a l l y  r e l i a b l e  and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  e x p e r t - - t h e  
i d e a l - t y p e  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h a s  been  d e f i n e d  by t h e  
r eg ime  a s  '*Red and E x p e r t  .'I A s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  
was dominated  by W e s t e r n - t r a i n e d  minds ,  t h e  p o l i t i c i z a -  
t i o n  df t h e  o l d e f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and 6 f  t h e ' n e x t  g e n e r a -  
t i o n  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  had t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t  by a g e n t s  
e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h i s  a g e n t  was t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist 
P a r t y  w h i c h  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a s s e r t  a b s o l u t e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
a l l  f a c e t s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  

The P a r t y ' s  c o n t r o l  of t h e  s y s t e m  e x t e n d e d  from 
t h e  M i n i s t r i e s  of E d u c a t i o n  and H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  down t o  
e v e r y  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ;  The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
P a r t y  i n  a  g i v e n  school w i e l d e d  more i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  p r o c e s s e s  t h a n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t o r s .  The 
P a r t y  c o n t r o l l e d  c u r r i c u l u m  c o n t e n t ,  f a c u l t y  a p p o i n t m e n t s  
and p romot ions ,  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a l l  o t h e r  p h a s e s  
o f  e d u c a t i o n  and r e l a t e d  programs.  Beyond t h i s ,  p o l i t i c a l  
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  permeated  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  
w i t h  s p e c i f i c .  . p e r i o d s  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  s m a l l  g r o u p  d i s c u s -  
s i o n s  of . p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  . and 



c u r r e n t  problems.  The s t u d e n t  d a i l y  r e g i m e n ,  f r o p  dawn 
u n t i l  d u s k - - l i t e r a l l y - - w a s  under  t h e  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e  P a r t y .  

To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  Mao b e l i e v e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s y s t e m  had f a i l e d  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  g o a l s ,  t h e  P a r t y  had 
f a i l e d .  The s t o r y  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r . e v o l u t i o n  is t h e  
h i s t o r y  o$ a P a r t y  p u r g e ,  and t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and C h i n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem 
is p r i m a r i I y  o n e  o f  a s t r u g g l e  t o  a c h i e v e  p o l i t i c a l  
g o a l s .  



P r o l o g u e :  Mao and t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  

I n  h i s  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  Yenan Confe rence  o f  Writers 
and Artists i n  May o f  1942,  Mao Tse- tung g a v e  a  c l e a r  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  
s t u d e n t ,  Mao s t a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h e  contempt  he f e l t  (and 
still feels)  for  t h e  e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  i n t e l -  
l i g e n t s i a :  

L e t  me t e l l  you o f  my own e x p e r i e n c e ;  l e t  
m e  t e l l  you how my f e e l i n g s  toward  t h e  p e o p l e  
changed.  I was once  a s t u d e n t ,  and i n  s c h o o l  
I a c q u i r e d  s t u d e n t  h a b i t s  and manners.  F o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  1. w-as embar rassed  when I had t o  1 

c a r r y  my b a g s  on a  bamboo p o l e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
of my f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s .  They were s o  r e f i n e d  
t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  s t a n d  hav ing  any w e i g h t  
p r e s s  upon t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s  and d i s d a i n e d  t h e  
v e r y  t h o u g h t  o f  c a r r y i n g  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  
hands:  A t  t h a t  time I was conv inced  t h a t  
o n l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  were c l e a n ,  t h a t  w o r k e r s ,  
p e a s a n t s ,  and s o l d i e r s  were u n c l e a n .  I 
would t h e r e f o r e  r e a d i l y  borrow c l o t h e s  from 
a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  b u t  n e v e r  f rom a  w o r k e r ,  o r  
a  p e a s a n t ,  o r  a  s o l d i e r  b e c a u s e  I t h o u g h t  
t h a t  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  would be u n c l e a n .  

Dur ing  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  I began t o  l i v e  
among w o r k e r s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and s o l d i e r s .  
G r a d u a l l y  I began t o  know them, and  t h e y  
a l s o  began  t o  know m e .  Then,  and t h e n  o n l y ,  
d i d  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  and p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s  s e n t i -  v 

ments  i n c u l c a t e d  i n  m e  by b o u r g e o i s  s c h o o l s  
change  f u n d a m e n t a l l y :  Ever s i n c e  t h e n ,  when- 
e v e r  I compare unreformed i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i t h  
w o r k e r s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and s o l d i e r s ,  I r e a l i z e  
t h a t  n o t  o n l y  were t h e  minds  o f  t h o s e  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s  u n c l e a n  b u t  t h e i r  b o d i e s  were a l s o  
u n c l e a n .  The c l e a n e s t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  
a r e  t h e  w o r k e r s  and p e a s a n t s .  Even though  
t h e i r  hands  may be  s o i l e d  and t h e i r  feet  



smeared w i t h  cow dung ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e y  
a r e  c l e a n e r  t h a n  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  and  t h e  
p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s i e .  T h a t  is wha t  I mean 
b y  a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s e n t i m e n t s - - a  
c h a n g i n g  o v e r  f rom o n e  c l a s s  t o  a n o t h e r .  

Mao's c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  
C h i n e s e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  stems n o t  o n l y  f r o m  h i s  g o a l  of 
a c h i e v i n g  a n  e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  and  h i s  b a s i c  d i s t r u s t  
of t h e  " b o u r g e o i s "  background  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  b u t  
a l s o  from t h e  s t a t u s  a c c o r d e d  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  i n  
I m p e r i a l  Ch ina .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  s c h o l a r - g e n t r y  formed 
t h e  backbone  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h e  
v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  s c h o l a r -  
g e n t r y  a s  t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e .  Mao is c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i f  h i s "  
r e v o l u t i o n  is t o  s u c c e e d ,  t h e  l e g i t i m a c y  g r a n t e d  to  t h e '  
s c h o l a r - g e n t r y  h a s  t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  Com- 
m u n i s t  P a r t y .  

S o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n s  a r e  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  e l i t e s  
which  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  and  t h e  v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e s  
t h a t  l e g i t i m i z e  them. Mao knew i n  1942  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
power o f  a  l e a d e b s h i p  g r o u p  d o e s  n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  g u a r a n t e e  
p r e s t i g e - - t h e  esteem and  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  members of t h e  
s o c i e t y .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  P a r t y  c a n  r u l e  w i t h o u t  p r e s t i g e ,  
b u t  w i t h o u t  p r e s t i g e  a n o t h e r  s t r a t u m  o f  s o c i e t y  c a n  e i t h e r  
e x p l i c i t l y  o r  i m p l i c i t l y  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  r u l i n g  g r o u p  f o r  
a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  The i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  Ch ina  
fo rm a s o c i a l  e l i t e  t h a t  c a r r i e s  w i t h  i t ,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  
p r e s t i g e .  Mao's  c o n s i s t e n t  d i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  
is b a s e d  upon h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  
still  e x i s t  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  and  t h a t  esteem f o r  t h e  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  i m p l i c i t  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of t h e  P a r t y .  

The c h a l l e n g e  to  t h e  P a r t y  is l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
s o c i e t y ' s  esteem f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  b u t  i t  is i n  t h e  
f u n c t i o n s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p e r f o r m s  f o r  t h e  s o c i e t y  and  
t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  becomes e x p l i c i t .  
A p a r t  f rom h i s  o b v i o u s  r o l e  a s  t h e  m a n a g e r i a l  and  t e c h -  
n i c a l  e x p e r t ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a l s o  f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  a g e n t  t r a n s m i t t i n g  s y s t e m a t i c  knowledge  t o  t h e  
s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s .  Thus  t h e  i n t e l -  I I 

l e c t u a l ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  a n d  f e a r  w i t h  wh ich  I 



be  is v iewed  by  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  is p e r f o r m i n g  
c r i t i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  and  t h e  s o c i e t y .  The 
e i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  h i s  role i n  s o c i e t y  
c a n  b e  s e e n  by  members o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  f rom t h e  p r i m a r y  
s c h o o l  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n s t i t u t e s ' f o r  r e s e a r c h  and  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  

Mao h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c u r b  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  by  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  P a r t y  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  
p o l i t i c i z a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  a g e n t  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  
by a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e c r u i t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n t o  t h e  P a r t y ,  
and b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  lTwatch-doglt  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  
i n  i n d u s t r y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  s i n c e  t h e  ea r l i es t  d a y s  i n  Yenan,  
t h e  P a r t y  h a s  e n g a g e d  i n  c a m p a i g n s  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n c u l c a t e  
p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  w h i l e  a t t e m p t -  , 

i n g  , t o  downgrade  h i s  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  The e v e n t s  . I J  

of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  however ,  a r e  t h e  clearest 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  26 y e a r s  a f t e r  M a o l s  s p e e c h  a t  Yenan t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  h a s  y e t  t o  become a t r u s t e d  a l l y  i n  t h e  con-  
t i n u i n g  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  M a o l s  b a s i c  f e a r  o f  
t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  is s t i l l  o n e  o f  h i s  most d e e p l y - h e l d  
c o n v i c t i o n s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  impac t  of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  upon t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i l l  be 
g r e a t e r  t h a n  Mao t s  p u n i t i v e  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  
"b looming a n d  c o n t e n d i n g t 1  i n  May of  1957 .  



I .  EDUCATION I N  COMMUNIST CHINA: 

THE PRELUDE TO THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The f e a r  and  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  Maols v iew 
of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  a s  a  s t r a t u m  i n  C h i n a ' s  s o c i e t y  h a s  
had  a  marked e f fec t  o n  t h e  regime's p o l i c i e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .  
The  v a l u e  c o n f l i c t  be tween  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  a 
s o c i e t y  c a p a b l e  o f  c r e a t i n g  a m o d e r n i z e d ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  
s t a t e ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same time p r o d u c i n g  a  p o l i t i c a l l y  
r e l i ab le  c i t i z e n  imbued w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s p i r i t w  h a s  l e d  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  
polic ies .  The b a s i c  g o a l  of combin ing  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
e x p e r t i s e  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  is n o t  beyond t h e  
c a p a c i t y  of most  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m s ;  a l l  s o c i e t i e s  u s e  
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  as  a  m a j o r  a g e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  C h i n a ,  however ,  l i k e  many o t h e r  modern iz -  
i n g  s t a t e s ,  is f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  problem o f  imbu ing  its 
c i t i z e n s  w i t h  v a l u e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h  t h o s e  
of t h e  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d .  A s  
t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  new g e n e r a t i o n  were s c h o o l e d  u n d e r  
t h e  pre-Communist regime, t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  p o l i t i c a l l y  
s o c i a l i z e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  t h e  new v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e  
is n o t  h i g h .  The p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  is t h e r e f o r e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l s .  

The d i s t i n c t  p rob lem f o r  C h i n a ,  however ,  is t h a t  
t h e  d e g r e e  o f  p o l i t i  c a l  s o c i a l i z a t i  on  r e q u i r e d  g o e s  f a r  
beyond t h a t  wh ich  is n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s i m p l e  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  
s t a t e .  I t  r e q u i r e s  a  commitment t o  Mao and t h e  P a r t y  
t h a t  c a n  best be d e s c r i b e d  as  a r e q u i r e m e n t  for  f a n a t i c i s m ;  
t h u s ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  is c h a r g e d  w i t h  
p r o d u c i n g  c i t i z e n s  w i t h  b o t h  spec i f ic  l e v e l s  of e x p e r t i s e  
and  a  f a n a t i c a l  commitment t o  Mao Tse- tung .  



E d u c a t i o n  and P o l i t i c s :  The G r e a t  Leap Forward 

I n  many ways, t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  " reforms"  i n t r o d u c e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward o f  1958-60 reflect  t h e  more 
extreme views o f  Mao Tse- tung and t h e  C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s h i p  
and were d e f i n i t e  h a r b i n g e r s  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  i n t r o d u c e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r . e v o l u t  i o n .  I n d e e d ,  c u r r e n t  r e p o p t -  
i n g  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  p r e s s  and r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t s  refer  con- 
s i s t e n t l y  t o  t h i s  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  pol ic ies .  I n  
1958 ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  expand 
its f a c i l i t i e s  to  accommodate a  45 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  
t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  academic  y e a r  1958-59--a 
" l e a p "  f rom 441,000 s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  c o l l e g e s  and 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  1957-58 t o  a p r o j e c t e d  800 ,000  i n  1958-59. 
The number o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  worker -peasan t  backgrounds  
was  a l s o  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d l  and t o  a i d  i n  
t h e  development  of  an e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  s t u d e n t s  were 
t o  combine f o r m a l  academic  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r ,  
Manual l a b o r  had been t h e  l o t  of C h i n e s e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  
some t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  new emphas i s  p l a c e d  by t h e  r eg ime  on 

. t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  i ts p o l i c y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  once  more t h e  
d i s t i n c t i o n  between m e n t a l  work and p h y s i c a l  l a b o r ,  and 
t h e  e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  f o s t e r e d  by t h e  f o r m e r ,  were t o  
come under  a t t a c k ,  The a t t a c k  was t o  t a k e  t h e  common 
form of g l o r i f y i n g  manual  l a b o r  and t h o s e  who performed 
t h i s  l a b o r .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  by  s e n d i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  com- 
munes and f a c t o r i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  manual l a b o r  under  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t  and worker ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
and a g r i c u l t u r a l  worker  was g i v e n  o f f i c i a l  s t a t u s  a s  a  
" t e a c h e r . "  A S t a t e  C o u n c i l  d i r e c t i v e  o f  September  1958 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  p o l i c y  t h i s  way: 

The P a r t y  l i n e  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  work s e e k s  
t o  make e d u c a t i o n  s e r v e  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
p o l i t i c a l l y  and t o  u n i t e  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  
p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r .  I n  o r d e r  t o  implement 
t h i s  l i n e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  work must be l e d  
by t h e  P a r t y .  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  p o l i t i c a l  
and i d e o l o g i c a  1 i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  must  b e  
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a l l  s c h o o l s  t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  
t h e  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s  
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v iew-po in t  of t h e  working c l a s s :  t h e  mass  
v iew-po in t ,  t h e  l a b o r  v iew-po in t ,  or t h e  
v iew-po in t  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  
o f  m e n t a l  l a b o r  w i t h  p h y s i c a l  l a b o r ,  and 
t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s t  v i ew-po in t .  
The f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n  is f o r  s c h o o l s  t o  r u n  
f a c t o r i e s  and ' fa rms,  and f o r  f a c t o r i e s  and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o b p e r a t i v e s  t9  e s t a b l i s h  
s c h o o l s . . .  1 

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  and others ,  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  n o t  o n l y  s e n t  m i l l i o n s  of s t u d e n t s  
t o  t h e  f i e l d s  and f a c t o r i e s ,  b u t  a l s o  began t o  d e v e l o p  
"part-work,  pa r t - s tudy1 '  s c h o o l s .  I n  a  p a r a l l e l  develop- 
ment d u r i n g  1959 and 1960,  s c h ~ o l s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  
c r e a t e d  a n c i l l a r y  f a c t o r i e s  and work-shops,  w h i l e  t h e  
l a r g e r  f a c t o r i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  
The communes began t o  e s t a b l i s h  " p a r t - f a r m i n g ,  p a r t 7 s t u d y w  
s c h o o l s  where  t h e  s t u d e n t s  would s p e n d  p a r t  of  t h e  day 
s t u d y i n g  and t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  l a b o r i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l ' d s .  
These  programs s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e  c u t b a c k s  a f t e r  1960 when 
t h e  e x t r e m e s  of  tbe  G r e a t  Leap Forward combined w i t h  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n e p t i t u d e  and n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  t o  c r e a t e  
a n  economic and p o l i t $ c a l  crisis. 

E d u c a t i o n  and P o l i t i c s :  1960-1962 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d i s a s t e r  o f  t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward 
and t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  S o v i e t  t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  1960,  t h e r e  
was a s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  r e t r e n c h m e n t  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  
a s  t h e  C h i n e ~ e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  l i f t  t h e m s e l v e s  up  by t h e i r  
b o o t - s t r a p s .  The e x t e n t  t o  d h i c h  Maots  more e x t r e m e  
v iews  were b e i n g  m o d i f i e d  c a n  be s e e n  i n  an  a r t i c l e  w r i t -  
t e n  by Kao Chih-kuo, 1st S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  P a r t y  Committee 
f o r  Yunnan U n i v e r s i t y ,  and  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Kwangming 
D a l l y  of 7 A p r i l  1961.  T h i s  same a r t i c l e  was r e p r i n t e d  . 
n e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l x  a  week l a t e r .  Kao w r o t e :  

To s a y  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  must b e  combined 
w i t h  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r  is n o t  ta mean a t  



a l l  t h a t  work  i n  s c h o o l s  n e e d  n o t  c e n t e r  
o n  t e a c h i n g ,  f o r  i t  m u s t . . . I n  t h e  m i d s t  
o f  g r e a t  l e a p s  f o r w a r d ,  a l l  u n d e r t a k i n g s  
are r e q u i r e d  t o  l e a p  f o r w a r d .  Everybody 
w a n t s  t o  f o r g e '  a h e a d .  Manpower is needed 
eve rywhere .  S c h o o l s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s e n d  
s t u d e n t s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  l a b o r .  How are 
w e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s ?  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n  ,needs  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I n  
t h e  first p l a c e ,  w e  mus t  n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  
o u r  s c h o o ' l s  a r e  s c h o o l s ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
normal  o r , d e r  i n  t e a c h i n g  and l e a r n i n g  mus t  
n o t  be d i s t u r b e d  a$ random. Those  s t u d e n t s  
who s h o u l d  be s e n t  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  l a b o r  
o u t s i d e  mus t  d o  s o  w i t h o u t  f a i l u r e .  Those  
who s h o u l d  n o t  be s e n t  must .  r e m a i n .  Fewer 
s t u d e n t s  l ,should be s e n t  i f  fewer are r e q u i r e d .  
Wherever  l p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  s e n d i n g  o f  s t u d e n t s  
t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  l a b o r  o u t s i d e  mus t  be d e l a y e d .  

... T o , e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  t o  d i g e s t  and  c o n s o l i d s t e  
t h e  knowledge t h e y  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  and t o  t r a i n  
t h e i r  a b i l i t y  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o n t e m p l a t i o n ,  
t h e y  must  b e  a s s u r e d  o f  a d e q u a t e  t i m e  f o r  
p r i v a t e  s t u d i e s  and  e x e r c i s e .  

Kuo ' s  a r t ' i c l e  was  s t r o n g l y  worded,  b u t  its repub-  
l i c a t i o n  by P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  wh ich  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  was b e i n g  m o d i f i e d  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  
o f  t h e  G r e a t  Leap  Forward .  The  ove r -emphas i s  o n  manual  
l a b o r  a n d  i n t e n s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  t h a t  ac- 
companied  t h e  Great Leap Forward  d r a s t i c a l l y  l o w e r e d  
C h i n a ' s  academic  s t a n d a r d s ,  b u t  t h e  y e a r s  1960-62 were 
marked by  a t t e m p t s  t o  t i g h t e n  academic  s t a n d a r d s ,  c l o s e  
q u e s t i o n a b l e  and i n e f f i c i e n t  s c h o o l s ,  and r e s t o r e  t h e  
d i g n i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s  and c o l l e g e  f a c u l t i e s .  By t h e  end  
o f  1962 ,  however,  t h e  regime--or a t  l e a s t  Mao Tse-tung--  
b e g a n  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  pendulum had swung t o o  f a r  t h e  
o t h e r  way. 



E d u c a t i o n  and t h e  1 0 t h  Plenum o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee: 
Sentember  1962 

A t  t h e  1 0 t h  Plenum o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee h e l d  
i n  August-September 1962,  Mao began t o  r e a s s e r t  t h e  
a t t i t u d e s  and p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  were so a p p a r e n t  d u r i n g ' t h e  
G r e a t  Leap Forward .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h i s  
a n a l y s i s  was t h e  c o n c e r n  Mao e x p r e s s e d  for  t h e  problem 
of f l r e v ~ l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s "  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s s i d e n c e  
Concern ing  y o u t h  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s ,  Mao s a i d :  

T h i s  c o u n t r y  o f  o u r s  must  g r a s p  w e l l ,  
know well, and  s t u d y  w e l l  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  
We must  acknowledge t h a t  c l a s s e s  and  c l a s s  
s t r u g g l e s  w i l l   exist f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  
come, and t h a t  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  c l a s s e s  
may s t a g e  a  comeback. We must  h e i g h t e h  
o u r  v i g i l a n c e  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  e d u c a t e  
t h e  young p e o p l e ,  t h e  c a d r e s ,  and t h e  
masses. . . 
... If o u r  s o n s  g o  r e v i s i o n i s t  and t a k e  
t h e  o p p o s i t e  c o u r s e ,  t h e n  a l t h o u g h  ,ours 
is still c a l l e d  a  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r y ,  it is 
a c t u a l l y  a  c a p i t a l i s t  o n e  .... T h e r e f o r e ,  
f rom now on ,  w e  must  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  
e v e r y  y e a r ,  e v e r y  month, e v e r y  day.  We 
must  d i s c u s s  i t  a t  e v e r y  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g ,  
e v e r y  P a r t y  Congress  and e v e r y  p l e n a r y  
s e s s i o n ,  so t h a t  w e  may t a k e  a  more s o b e r  
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i S t  l i n e  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  

Mao's o b v i o u s  c o n c e r n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  young s u c c e s s o r s  
t o  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n  was complemented .by  a  r emark  l a t e r  i n  
t h e  same s p e e c h  d i r e c t e d  a t  a n t i - P a r t y  d i s s i d e n c e  among 
t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  : 

I s n ' t  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  n o v e l s  t h e  f a s h i o n  o f  
t h e  day  now? The u s e  o f  n o v e l s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  
a n t i - P a r t y  a c t i v i t i e s  is a  g r e a t  i n v e n t i o n .  
To over th row a  p o l i t i c a l  power, i t  is a lways  
n e c e s s a r y  f i r s t  o f  a l l  t o  c r e a t e  p u b l i c  



o p i n i o n ,  t o  d o  work i n  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  
s p h e r e .  T h i s  is t r u e  f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  c l a s s  a s  well a s  f o r  t h e  c o u n t e r r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  c l a s s . .  . 

Mao c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b o t h  h i s  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  youth  - 
who would i n h e r i t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and h i s  a p p r e h e n s i v e n e s s ,  
a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  
These  t w o  t h o u g h t s  were i n t i m a t e l y  c o n n e c t e d ,  though,  
i n  t h a t  C h i n a ' s  y o u t h  were b e i n g  e d u c a t e d  by t h e  same 
s t r a t u m  df s o c i e t y  t h a t  was p r o d u c i n g  a n t i - P a r t y  n o v e l s .  
Mao was c l e a r l y  c o n c e r n e d ,  as h i s  l a t e r  p o l i c i e s  demon- 
s t r a t e d ,  o v e r  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  a s  t h e y  - 
p r o g r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  would be i n -  
f e c t e d  by l 'bourgeOisl l  b i n t e l l e c t u a l  a t t i t u d e s .  Mao's con-. 
c e r n  was f a r  w i d e r  t h a n . j u s t  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  and t h e  a f t e r -  * 

math o f  t h e  1 0 t h  Plenum was a  g e n e r a l  t i g h t e n i n g  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of t h e  s t a t e  and s o c i e t y .  
W i t h i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  t i g h t e n i n g ,  however, t h e  s t u d e n t - - a s  
a s p e c i f i c  t a rge t - -was  t o  r e c e i v e  p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis .  

The S o c i a l i s t  E d u c a t i o n  Campaign: 1962-1965 

The 1 0 t h  Plenum gave  b i r t h  t o  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Educa- 
t i o n  Campaign, a movement t h a t ,  i n  Maols  words ,  was aimed 
a t  " e d u c a t i n g  man anew and r e o r g a n i z i n g  o u r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
r a n k s . "  I n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  E d u c a t i o n  Oampaign I 

was a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e - i n d o c t r i n a t e  t h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e  and 
r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  With s u c h  a n  
a m b i t i o u e  g o a l ,  and g i v e n  t h e  s t a t e  of d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  I 

and c y n i c i s m  t h a t  a f f l i c t e d  China i n  1962,  s u c h  a  campaign 
would o f  n e c e s s i t y  be r i g o r o u s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  c r u e l t y  
and many-faceted t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  a  s t a t e  
and s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  s t a g e s  o f - m o d e r n i z a t i o n  and i n -  
d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  W i t h i n  t h i s  campaign,  C h i n a ' s  y o u t h ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  e d u c a t e d  y o u t h ,  were t o  be a  s p e c i f i c  
t a r g e t .  I -  

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  E d u c a t i o n  Campaign among 
you th  was a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  a  program t h a t  had come i n t o  , 
e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  1960.  By J a n u a r y  1'962, 



t h e  p r e s s  had begun t o  stress a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  
campaign t h r o u g h  which C h i n a ' s  y q u t h  were t o  r e c a l l  t h e  
h a r d s h i p s  o f  pre-1949 China and s t u d y  t h e  l l r e v o l u t  i o n a r y  
t r a d i t i d n s "  of  t h e  new. Mao o b v i o u s l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  
campaign was f a r  from s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Educa- 
t i o n  Campaign was t o  p rove  e q u a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  I n  J u l y  
1963 ,  Ch ina  Youth c o u l d  still r e p o r t  t h a t ,  when a s k e d  t o  
r e c a l l x s m i n g  o f  t h e  o l d  s o c i e t y  and n o t  t o  forget 
t h e  s o u r c e  o f  good i n  t h e  new s o c i e t y ,  c y n i c a l  you th  c o u l d  
y e t  r e p l y ,  "There  is no s o u r c e  t o  forget." 

Mao h i m s e l f  was e q u a l l y  aware  o f  t h e  b a s i c  f a i l u r e  
of t h e  S o c i a l i s t  E d u c a t i o n  Campaign, and i n  h i s  J u l y  1964 
po lemic  "On Khrushchev 's  Phony Communism and its Histor i -  
c a l  L e s s o n s  fo r  t h e  World," he  a g a i n  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of n r e v ~ l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s . w  T h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  Mao wrolte,u.c 
is "... a m a t t e r  o f  l i f e  and d e a t h  f o r  o u r  P a r t y  and o u r  
c o u n t r y . "  Mao s e t  f o r t h  f i v e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
o f  s u c c e s s o r s ,  b u t  most s i g n i f i c a n t  was t h a t  t h e y  "come 
f o r w a r d  i n  mass  s t r u g g l e s  and a r e  tempered i n  g r e a t  
s t o r m s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n . "  L a t e r  e v e n t s  have d e m o n s t r a t e d  
t h a t  Mao had e v e r y  i n t e n t i o n  o f  g i v i n g  C h i n a ' s  s t u d e n t s  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be t e s t e d  i n  mass  s t r u g g l e s ,  b u t  f o r  
t h e  moment he  was t o  s e t t l e  f o r  a less a m b i t i o u s  program. 

The y e a r  1964 was marked by t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  e m p h a s i s  
on i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of  y o u t h  t o  
t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  l v c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  new s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r y -  
s i d e , "  and a  renewed emphas i s  on t h e  hal f -work,  h a l f - s t u d y  
approaph  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  W i t h i n  t h e s e  t h r e e  b a s i c  a p p r o a c h e s  
t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problem of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s ,  
however,  t h e r e  appeared  d e f i n i t e  s i g n s  o f  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
s o f t e n  what  f o r  Mao were a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  s e e n  a s  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l s  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  The b a s i c  o u t -  
l i n e  of Maols p o l i c i e s  was p u t  f o r t h  i n  a series of con- 
c u r r e n t  campaigns.  

A. "Fewer But B e t t e r v  

The "Fewer But B e t t e r "  campaign was i n t r o d u c e d  i n  
1961 a a  p a r t  of t h e  program d e s i g n e d  t o  c u t  away some o f  



t h e  e x c e s s e s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward and was a p p l i e d  
b r o a d l y  t o  t h e  -- ad hoc  e x p e r i m e n t s  i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  b u t  i n  e d u c a t i o n  t h i s  campaign f o c u s e d  on  pro-  
d u c i n g  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  for  economic development .  
T h i s  p o l i c y  was d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s  a t  t h e  time a s  
o n e  o f  " a d j u s t m e n t ,  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  f i l l i n g  o u t ,  and 
r a i s i n g  s t a n d a r d s . ' :  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  1 0 t h  Plenum of August- 
September 1962,  t h e  s l o g a n  of "Fewer But Betterv became 
more and more i n v o l v e d  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  
t r a i n i n g .  By e a r l y  1964 ,  t h e  problem o f  i n t e n s i f y i n g  
t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  o f  y o u t h  was b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  
u n d e r  Maols  d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r i n g  t h e  l i g h t e n i n g  of  t h e  
" s t u d e n t s 1  b u r d e n  and improving t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t e a c h i n g ,  
so t h a t  s t u d e n t s  c a n  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  m o r a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
and p h y s i c a l  q u a l i t i e s  i n  a  b r i s k  and a c t i v e  way.I1 The 
key w o r d , h e r e  is umoral ."  I n  J u l y  1964,  Kwangming D a i l  "' 
d e s c r i b e d  "moral e d u c a t i o n l 1  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  " p r i n c i p a d .  -,*r' 

o f  s o c i a l i s t  and communist e d u c a t i o n ,  c l a s s  e d u c a t i o n ,  
and  l a b o r  e d u c a t i o n . "  The e d i t o r i a l  s t a t e d :  

I n  o u r  v iew,  i n  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  new C h i n a ,  
p e o p l e ' s  t e a c h e r s  n o t  o n l y  have t h e  j o b  
o f  s p r e a d i n g  knowledge b u t ,  more impor t -  
a n t ,  have t h e  t a s k  o f  f o s t e r i n g  t h e  m o r a l  
q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  

I n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  "Fewer But B e t t e r "  campaign 
i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  i t  was q u i t e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  
was t h a t  t h e  heavy academic  l o a d  was c a u s i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
t o  e i t h e r  n e g l e c t  p o l i t i c s  or t a k e  a  b o r e d  and i n d i f f e r e n t  
a t t i t u d e  toward p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  Thus t h e  "Fewer But 
Betteru a p p r o a c h  was t o  be  used  i n  f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  c l a s s e s  
and i n  p o l i t i c a l  m e e t i n g s .  The I n t e n t  was t h a t  by reduc-  
i n g  t h e  number of h o u r s  s p e n t  i n  p o l i t i c a l  c l a s s e s  and 
m e e t i n g s ,  and by c a r e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  
would be more e f f e c t i v e .  

"The C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a N e w  S o c i a l i s t  C o u n t r y s i d e "  

.Concur ren t  w i t h  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of i d e o l o g i c a l  and 
. p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  B c h o o l s ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p r e s s  



was d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  young 
u r b a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  be s e n t  t o  r u r a l  a r e a s  t o  " t a k e  
p a r t  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a new s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r y s i d e . "  
A P e o p l e ' s  D a l l y  e d i t o r i a l  on  4 F e b r u a r y  1964  s t a t e d :  

S e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e  a n n u a l l y  
f r o m  m i d d l e  and  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  
u r b a n  a r e a s .  Wi th  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a  
h a n d f u l  o f  s t u d e n t s  who w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  s t u d y  a t  h i g h - l e v e l  s c h o o l s  o r  be 
employed i n  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
w i l l  t a k e  p a r t  i n  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l i s t  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  t a s k s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
f o r e s t r y ,  a n i m a l  h u s b a n d r y ,  s i d e l i n e  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  and  f i s h e r y  i n  h i l l y  and  
r u r a l  a r e a s .  'P . 

Whereas  i n  1 9 6 1  t h e  s t u d e n t s  had b e e n  u r g e d  t o  g o  t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  on  t h e  g r o u n d s  of commitment t o  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  a n d  l o y a l t y  t o  Mao, i n  1 9 6 4  i t  was c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  
t h a t  s u c h  m o t i v a t i o n s  were i n s u f f i c i e n t .  C h i n a ' s  y o u t h  
were q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e i r  a s s i g n m e n t s  on t h e  bas i s  t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e  was w a s t i n g  t h e i r  t a l e n t s ,  and  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  e d u c a t e d  men have  n o  p l a c e  
o n  t h e  commune. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  many s t u d e n t s  were q u e s -  
t i o n i n g  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s p e n d i n g  y e a r s  i n  s c h o o l  o n l y  t o  
end u p  a s  f a r m  l a b o r e r s .  

The r e g i m e  a p p a r e n t l y p a i d  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  by t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  and  i n s i s t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  b e f o r e  s t u d e n t s  were s e n t  t o  a s p e c i f i c  r u r a l  a s s i g n -  
m e n t ,  c a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g  s h o u l d  be u n d e r t a k e n  t o  a s s u r e  
proper and p r o d u c t i v e  u s e  of t h e i r  t a l e n t s .  A l though  t h e  
p r e s s  commentary s t a t e d  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  
r u r a l  a s s i g n m e n t s  was  ' t o  e n a b l e  y o u t h  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  " p a s t  
e v i l e v  f rom t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s p a c e  was  g i v e n  
t o  d i s c u s s i n g  how t o  make commune l i f e  more a t t r a c t i v e  
to  u r b a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  Youth  League o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  y o u t h s  had s u f f i c i e n t  r e a d -  
i n g  m a t e r i a l s  and t h a t  t h e y  were g i v e n  time f o r  s t u d y ,  
r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  and  s p o r t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  To what  e x t e n t  s u c h  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  were made,  a n d  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  r e d u c e d  
s t u d e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  a s s i g n m e n t s - - t h e y  p r o b a b l y  



d i d  n o t - - i s ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  n o t  a s  
i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e  r e s p o n s e  of t h e  r eg ime  t o  t h e  problem. 

Pek ing  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  i d e o l o g i c a l  com- 
mitment  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  was n o t  s t r o n g  enough t o  m o t i v a t e  
them t o  t h e  k i n d s  of  sacr i f ices  demanded of them. F u r t h e r -  
more, i t  is q u i t e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  implement- 
i n g  one o f  Maots  s t r o n g e s t  be l i e f s ,  a  r e a l i s t i c  a p p r a i s a l  
of t h e  a c t u a l  r e s p o n s e  o f  C h i n a ' s  you th  o v e r r o d e  t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r p o s e s  b e h i n d  t h e  campaign.  

. . C. Half-Work, Half -Study S c h o o l s  

The t h i r d  component o f  t h e  program t o  c r e a t e  
' * r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s w  was t h e  renewed emphasis  on  
a n o t h e r  G r e a t  Leap Forward i n n o v a t i o n - - t h e  hal f -work,  
h a l f - s t u d y  s c h o o l s .  I n  O c t o b e r  1964,  Ou Meng-chueh, a 
member o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e  CCP Kwangtung P r o v i n c i a l  
Committee,  w r o t e  i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y :  

The a d o p t i o n  of t h e  h a l f  -work ( f a r m i n g )  
and h a l f - s t u d y  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  h a s  
a  v e r y  f a r - r e a c h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  
t h e  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y .  
Such an  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  is a  b a s i c  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  u n d e r  s o c i a l i s m  and 
communism. F o l l o w i n g  t h e  development  
o f  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  e n t e r p r i s e ,  t h i s  sys tem 
w i l l  g r a d u a l l y  d e v e l o p  t o  become t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  i n  o u r  
c o u n t r y .  

The ha l f -work ,  h a l f - s t u d y  s y s t e m  was a  method by which 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  d e v o t e d  h a l f  t h e i r  t i m e  t o  c l a s s e s ,  and t h e  
o t h e r  h a l f  t o  " p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r . "  A s  t h e  c o n c e p t  was 
a p p l i e d  i n  1958,  t h e  s c h o o l s  were  g e n e r a l l y  " a g r i c u l t u r a l  
m i d d l e  s c h o o l s u  and p r i m a r i l y  c r e a t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  j u n i o r  
m i d d l e  s c h o o l  ( 7 t h  t h r o u g h  9 t h  g r a d e )  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  c h i l d -  
r e n  who were t o  become a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k e r s .  The s c h o o l s  
were t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  and r u n  by t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  coopera -  
t i v e s  and f i n a n c i a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  " p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r "  



of t h e  s t u d e n t s  o n  p lo t s  o f  l a n d  se t  a s i d e ,  or r e c l a i m e d  
f o r  t h e i r  u s e .  A s  t h e  c o n c e p t  was a p p l i e d  i n  t h e  u rban  
a r e a s ,  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  o r g a n i z e d  s c h o o l s  of t h e i r  own 
d e s i g n e d  t o  c r e a t e  t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  p l a n t .  T h e r e  was some e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n  u s i n g  t h e  hal f -work,  h a l f - s t u d y  method,  and 
t h e s e  s c h o o l s  were a l s o  a t t a c h e d  t o  p l a n t s ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  
t o  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  and advanced f a c t o r i e s .  S i m i l a r  
e x p e r i m e n t s  were conduc ted  on r u r a l  communes. Dur ing  
t h e  i n i t i a l  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  s t a k e  t h e r e  were t o  be  two 
s y s t e m s  o f  e d u c a t i o n - - h a l f - t i m e  and f u l l - t i m e - - e x i s t i n g  
s i d e  by s i d e ,  e x i s t i n g  under  t h e  r u b r i c  o f  "walking on 
t w o  l e g s . "  The t h r u s t  of e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  
m i d d l e  1960's was t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  e x p e r i m e n t ,  a n  
e x p e r i m e n t  t h a t  had been  pushed a s i d e  i n  t h e  r e t r e n c h -  
ment p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  G r e a t  Le-ap Forward.  

The Kwangming D a i l y  o f  6 J a n u a r y  1965  c a r r i e d  a  
d i s c u s s i o n  e n t i t l e d ,  " O n x p e r i m e n t  With t h e  Part-Work 
and P a r t - S t u d y  E d u c a t i o n a l  System." The i d e o l o g i c a l  
g o a l s  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  were: 

To p r e p a r e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  
of d i f f e r e n c e s  between m e n t a l  and manual 
l a b o r  a s  one  of  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  communist s y s t e m ,  t h e  
t e s t i n g  and g r a d u a l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p a r t  -war k  , , and - pa* t ~ s  tudy o r  p a r  t-f a r m i n g  
and p a r t - s t u d y  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  ... 

Throughout  1964-65 t h e  press was reple te  w i t h  r e p o r t s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  "wa lk ing  on 
two l e g s . "  T y p i c a l l y ,  s u c h  r e p o r t i n g  r e g u l a r l y  s t a t e d  
t h a t  l t exper imen ta t ionf l  w i t h  ha l f -work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s c h o o l s  
began i n  1958,  t h u s  i n d i c a t i n g  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of Maols  
commitment t o  t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward and h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
u t o p i a .  As t h e  c u r r e n t  " e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 '  d raws  
from t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  1962-1965 and s i m i l a r l y  s t a t e s  
t h a t  its o r i g i n  was i n  1958,  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  
a s  i t  was d e s c r i b e d  i n  1964-1965 w i l l  p rove  u s e f u l  for 
a n a l y z i n g  c o n t i n u i t y  and change i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  p o l i c i e s .  



Half-Work, Half -Study:  A Model County 

A P t i c l e s  i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  and t h e  Nanfang 
D a i l y  (Canton) i n  September  196475 i iZ  a  r e a s o n a b l y  c l e a r  
p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  a s  i t  was t o  be a p p l i e d  i n  a  r u r a l  
c o u n t y  ( h s i e n ) .  Hs in -hu i  County i n  Kwangtung began i ts  
e x p e r i m e m ' l 9 5 8 .  By September 1964,  i t  had c r e a t e d  
t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  ha l f -work,  h a l f - s t u d y  e d u c a t i o n .  The 
c o u n t y  had 14~commune-run a g r i c u l t u r a l  ( f o r e s t r y )  midd le  
s c h o o l s ,  one o f  which  had s e n i o r  midd le  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s ,  
one  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a g r o - t e c h n i c a l  midd le  s c h o o l ,  and one  
" l a b o r  u n i v e r s i t y .  l f  

The a g r i c u l t u r a l  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  r e c r u i t e d  from 
s e n i o r  p r imary  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  and produced l i t e r a t e  
p e a s a n t s  w i t h  a b a s i c  knowledge o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  pro-  
d u c t i o n  t echn iques . '  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  mid- 
d l e  s c h o o l  produced j u n i o r  midd le  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  
b a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  g e a r e d  t o  t h e  needs  o f  a  specif ic  
commune. The c u r r i c u l u m  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  f o c u s e d  on  
p o l i t i c s ,  C h i n e s e  l a n g u a g e ,  ma themat ics ,  a b a c u s  t r a i n -  
i n g ,  r u r a l  f i n a n c i a l  acco 'un t ing ,  l a n d  s u r v e y i n g ,  a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l  b i o l o g y ,  f e r t i l i z e r  t e c h n i q u e s ,  and g e n e r a l  
f a r m i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  The f u t u r e  r o l e  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
m i d d l e  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e  would be t o  a s s i S t  t h e  ~ e a s a n t s  
on  t h e  commune-and g e n e r a l l y  r a i s e  t h e  l e v e l  o i  a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l  e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  teams.  They were 
a s s i g n e d  a f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  of h a l f - t i m e  s t u d y .  

The i n t e r m e d i a t e  a g r o - t e c h n i c a l  s c h o o l  r e c r u i t e d  
from f'young i n t e l l e c t u a l s w  ( n o t  f u r t h e r  d e f i n e d )  and 
j u n i o r  midd le  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  who had " tempered them- 
s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  l a b o r  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e . "  The s c h o o l  was 
deh igned  t o  p roduce  s e n i o r  midd le  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  
s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  
t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a .  The s t a t e d  p u r p o s e  
of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  ( n o t  d e s c r i b e d )  was t o p o d u c e  " i n t e r -  
m e d i a t e  and e l e m e n t a r y  g r a d e  t e c h n i c i a n s  needed by t h e  
commune f o r  p x o d u c t i o n  teams."  I t  may be s a f e l y  assumed 
t h a t  these g r a d u a t e s  would become t h e  t e c h n i c a l  managers  
of p r o d u c t i o n  teams.  



T.he " l a b o r  u n i v e r s i t y w  r e c r u i t e d  from " o u t s t a n d i n g M  
g r a d u a t e s  o f  e t a t e - r u n  midd le  s c h o o l s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  mid- 
d l e  s c h o o l s ,  and i n t e r m e d i a t e  a g r o - t e c h n i c a l  s c h o o l s  who 
had been recommended by t h e  commune a u t h o r i t i e s  and  t h e i r  
p a r t i c u ' l a r  p r o d u c t i o n .  teams.  G r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  " l a b o r  
u n i v e r s i t y w  were ass ' igned by t h e  c o u n t y  governments  t o  
become t e c h n i c a l  managers  wherever  t h e y  were needed i n  
t h e  c o u n t y .  

The model c o u n t y  d e s c r i b e d  above a t t e m p t e d  t o  
expand e d u c a t i o n  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  s t r u c t u r i n g  i ts  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  toward s e l e c t i v e  r e c r u i t i n g  i n t o  t h e  
s e v e r a l  l e v e l s .  Thus  even  though t h e r e  would be g r e a t e r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p ~ r t u n i t i e s ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  o f  t h e  - 
c o u n t y  were t h e  o y e r r i d i n g  c r i t e r i a  f o r  c u r r i c u l u m  and'  ' 
r e c r u i t i n g .  , - .  v 

Half-Work, Half-Study:  The I n d u s t r i a l  Model 

The same p r i n c i p l B  o f  t r a i n i n g  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  s i t u a t i o n  or a  s p e c i f i c  need 
was a l s o  a p p l i e d  i n  i n d u s t r y .  A Kwangming D a i l y  r e p o r t  
of  August 1964 d e s c r i b e d  a  ha l f -work,  h a l f - m  s c h o o l  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  T i e n t s i n  P h o t o g r a p h i c  F i l m  P l a n t .  T h i s  
e x p e r i m e n t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  commenced i n  1958. The s c h o o l  
a p p e a r s  t o  have  been d e s i g n e d  t o  p roduce  m i d d l e - l e v e l  
t e c h n i c i a n s  c a p a b l e  of  communicat ing e a s i l y  w i t h  
e n g i n e e r s - - a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s o l v e  a  f a m i l i a r  problem t h a t  
e x i s t s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ;  By 1964,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  r e p o r t ,  o v e r  40 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  p l a n t ,  
had g r a d u a t e d  from t h e  s c h o o l  r u n  by t h i s  f a c t o r y .  I t  ' 
i n i t i a l l y  r e c r u i t e d  some 300 j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s .  
The c o u r s e  m a t e r i a l s  were compi led  by e n g i n e e r s  a t  t h e  
p l a n t  and f f e l s e w h e r e .  l' The c o u r s e  r a n  f o r  three y e a r s  ' 
and produced e s s e n t i a l l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  
g r a d u a t e s .  

The s t u d e n t s  were d i v i d e d  i n t o  two g r o u p s  t h a t  
a l t e r n a t e l y  worked i n  t h e  p l a n t  and s t u d i e d  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  
on  a  weekly b a s i s .  According t o  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  cur- 
r i c u l u m  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  p o l i t i c s  ( 1 1  p e r c e n t ) ,  l l c u l t u r a l  



s u b j e c t s v  (42 p e r c e n t ) ,  and s p e c i a l i z e d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
t r a i n i n g  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  p r o d u c t s  (47 p e r c e n t ) .  
The Kwangming D a i l  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t  was aware o f  
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o  -+ w a l k i n g  on  two legs" i n  t h a t  i t  recog- 
n i z e d  t h e  need t o  r e l y  on  o r d i n a r y  f u l l - t i m e  s c h o o l s  f o r  
some o f  its r e c r u i t i n g  n e e d s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  a  nod t o  t h e  
e v e r  p r e s e n t  s l o g a n s ,  i t  was n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t ' s  s c h o o l  
f u l f i l  l e d  t h e  l1 th ree- in-onet1  c u r r i c u l u m  r e q u i r e m e n t  i n  
its c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  c u l t u r e ,  and t e c h n o l o g y .  
The r e p o r t  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h e  narrow ("Fewer But B e t t e r t 1 ) ,  
s p e c i a l i z e d  n a t u r e  of t h e  c t l r r i cu lum and t h e  economy re- 
s u l t i n g  frqm r u n n i n g  s u c h  a  program. T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
ha l f -work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s c h o o l f s  o p e r a t i n g  costs were s a i d  
t o  be  o n l y  60  p e r c e n t  of t h o s e  of  a  f u l l - t i m e  s c h o o l ,  
w h i l e  a t  t h e  same time t h e  s t u d e n t s  were c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  
p r o d u c t i o n .  The mix* pf p o l i t i c s ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g ,  
and economy made t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o o l  a  model f o r  a l l  
o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s .  

Half-Work, Half -Study:  The U n i v e r s i t y  Model 

The e x p e r i m e n t  i n  s p e c i a l i z e d  e d u c a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  
i n  its g o a l s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a c h i e v e  
u n i v e r s i t y - l e v e l  s k i l l s  on  a  ha l f -work,  h a l f - s t u d y  
b a s i s .  The P e k i n g  Workers D a i l y  on 16 August 1964 pub- 
b l i s h e d  a  r e p o r t  on  t h e  s h a m  Munic ipa l  Spqre-Time 
University, d e s c r i b i n g  it a s  a  "new t y p e  of u n i v e r s i t y "  
t h a t  came i n t o  b e i n g  i n  1960 a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  
Shanghai  M u n i c i p a l  P a r t y  Committee. I t  r e c r u i t e d  from 
i n d i v i d u a l s  who had worked i n  i n d u s t r y ,  on t h e  a v e r a g e ,  
f o r  t e n  y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  " i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  
t e c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  and b u s i n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c a d r e s . "  
i ts  f i v e - y e a r  c u r r i c u l u m  was d e s i g n e d  t o  b r i n g  s t u d e n t s  
w i t h  a  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  background up  t o  t h e  l e v e l  
o f  a  u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e  I1in s p e c i a l i z e d  e n g i n e e r i n g  
 technique^,^^ A t  t h e  time o f  t h e  r e p o r t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
had 4 ,300  s t u d e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  1 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  c l a s s  of  1964.  
The s c h o o l  was s t r u c t u r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  I t s p e c i a l t i e s  i n  
t e c h n o l o g y  and equipment  f o r  b u i l d i n g  mach ines ,  e l e c t r i c a l  
machines  and a p p l i a n c e s ,  r a d i o  e l e c t r o n i c s ,  o r g a n i c  
s y n t h e s i s ,  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t r u m e n t s  and meters, t e x t i l e  



e n g i n e e r i n g ,  s i l i c a t e ,  c h e m i c a l  f i b e r s ,  c a s t i n g ,  e l ec t r i -  
f i c a t i o n  o f  f a c t o r i e s  and e n t e r p r i s e s ,  and au tomat ion . "  

The c u r r i c u l u m  was e v i d e n t l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  b r i d g e  
t h e  g a p  between p r o d u c t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e  and b a s i c  s c i e n t i -  
f i c  and t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge. The s c h o o l  was c l e a r l y  
n o t  d e s i g n e d  t o  c r e a t e  r e s e a r c h  e n g i n e e r s ,  b u t  p r o d u c t i o n  
e n g i n e e r s  c a p a b l e  o f  s o l v i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  l i n e  and d e s i g n  
problems.  Thus  once  a g a i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  narrow,  s p e c i -  ' 

a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  d e s i g n e d  t o  meet s p e c i f i c  needs  was t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  g o a l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  

Half-Work, Half -Study:  Summary 

: 6 

I n  t h e  t h r e e  l e v e l s  of  ha l f -work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s c h o o l s  
(thG S h a n g h a i - ' i n s t i t u t l o d  was. a c t u a l l y  a  c r o s s  between 
half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  and s p a r e - t i m e  s c h o o l s )  t h e r e  was 
an  o b s e r v a b l e  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p e r i m e n t  v i t h  a  complementary 
sys tem o f  e d u c a t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
sys tem.  T h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  I1walking on 
t w o  legs" was a  s u b v e r s i o n  o f  Maols g o a l s  f o r  t h e  s y s t e m ,  
f o r  h e  e n v i s i o n e d  some form of a  ha l f -work,  h a l f - s t u d y  
s y s t e m  a s  u l t i m a t e l y  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  s y s t e m . a n d ,  
what is more i m p o r t a n t ,  a s  a  s o u r c e  of t h e  new C h i n e s e  
man. By r e p l a c i n g  t h e  f o r m a l  academic  p r o c e s s  w i t h  a  
sys tem d e s i g n e d  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  s t u d e n t  w i t h  t h e  w o r k e r s  
and p e a s a n t s ,  Mao hoped t o  o v e r - r i d e  t h e  predomidant  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i ' o n a l  s y s t e m ,  
and a t  t h e  same time c r e a t e  t h e  optimum c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  
a v o i d i n g  t h e  development of  e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  among t h e  
s t u d e n t s .  Thus t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  would produce  
"worthy r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s . l l  A s  t h e  p o l i c y  was 
a c t u a l l y  implemented d u r i n g  t h i s  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t a g e ,  i t  
is e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  was b e i n g  deve loped  t o  p roduce  
na r rowly  t r a i n e d  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  a t  bes t  h i g h e r  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  
who c o u l d  fill  t h e  gap  between r e s e a r c h  o r i e n t e d  u n i v e r -  
s i t y  g r a d u a t e s  and t h e  p e a s a n t  and i n d u s t r i a l  worker .  
Thus a  b a s i c  pragmatism over - rode  Mao T s e - t u n g l s  ideo-  
l o g i c a l  g o a l s .  



P o l i t i c a l  C o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Full-Time E d u c a t i o n  System, 

The pragmat ism s o  e v i d e n t  i n  a p p l y i n g  Maols t h r e e  
b a s i c  components  of a  r s v O l u t i o n i z e d  e d u c a t i o n  system* 
was n o t  so s t r o n g l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  normal  o r  f u l l - t i m e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  P o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  
and t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  d a i l y  l i f e  was v e r y  much i h  e v i d e n c e .  
The C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s h i p  a t t e m p t e d  t o  make p o l i t i c a l  con- 
t r o l  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  a b s o l u t e ,  and P a r t y  c o n t r o l  
o f  e d u c a t i o n  was d e s i g n e d  t o  be  c o m p l e t e  i n  both o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  and c o n t e n t ,  From t h e  P o l i t b u r o  down t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
t h e r e  was a  s p e c i f i e d ,  f u n c t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
P a r t y  t o  pe r fo rm.  P o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  was p r e s e n t  i n  b o t h  
dec i s ion-making  and t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  df p o l i c y  w i t h i n  -I 

t h e  s c h o o l ' i t s e l f ,  which had its own P a r t y  b ranch  down . .\ 1 

t o  t h e  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l ,  o r  by t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  P a r t y  
f a c t i o n ( s )  a t  t h e  commune, p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e  and pro- 
d u c t i o n  team l e v e l s .  A t  e a c h  l e v e l  o f  government there 
was a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  P a r t y  s t r u c t u r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  t h e  
a l t e r - e g o  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  m i n i s t r i e s  o r  governmenta l  
s t r u c t u r e .  

A. P o l i t i c a l  C o n t r o l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  

A u n i v e r s i t y  was u s u a l l y  s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of Higher  s ducat ion, t h e  p r o v i n c i a l - l e v e l  governmentf€! 
Higher  E d u c a t i o n  Bureau ,  and its a l t e r - e g o - - t h e  C u l t u r e  
and E d u c a t i o n  Department o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  commit tee .  
S p e c i a l i z e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  Chungking A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
E n g i n e e r i n g  C o l l e g e ,  were s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  b o t h  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of Higher  E d u c a t i o n  and t h e  M i n i s t r y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  or a r e a  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
The Chungking A r c h i t e c t u r a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  C o l l e g e  was sub- 
o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  C o n s t r u c t i o n  and E n g i n e e r i n g  

*That  is, (1)  ' fewer b u t  bet ter  ," (2 )  " the  c o n s t r u c t  i o n  
o f  a  new s o c i a l i s t  ,countrys ide ,"  and (3) ha l f -work ,  h a l f -  
s t u d y  s c h o o l s .  



a s  well a s  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  
the  Huanan A g r i c u l t u r a l  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Can ton  was s u b o r -  
d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  P e k i n g  Academy o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S c i e n c e s ,  
R e a l  power i n  t h e  s c h o o l ,  however ,  was  h e l d  by t h e  P a r t y  
b r a n c h .  U s u a l l y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o r  C h a n c e l l o r  of a  g i v e n  
i n s t i t u t i o n  was  c o n c u r r e n t l y  t h e  1st S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n l s  P a r t y  commi t t ee .  I n  t h o s e  c a s e s  where  t h e  
head  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  was  n o t  a l s o  t h e  head  o f  t h e  P a r t y  
b r a n c h ,  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  s t a t e d  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  t h a t  
his d e p u t y ,  who would be t h e  head  o f  t h e  P a r t y  b r a n c h ,  
was  t h e  d e  f a c t o  h e a d  of t h e  s c h o o l .  

A l though  t h e r e  were v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i t  is p o s s i b l e  
t o  c r e a t e  a  model  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  o r g a n i z a -  

i 
t i o n a l  form.  

O v e r s e e i n g  t h e  a f fa i r s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  would  be 
t h e  P a r t y  Commi t t ee ,  headed  b y  t h e  1st S e c r e t a r y  who 
would  a l s o  be t h e  C h a n c e l l o r .  Each a c a d e m i c  d e p a r t m e n t  
of t h e  s c h o o l  would h a v e  a  P a r t y  b r a n c h ,  f r e q u e n t l y  
known as t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  Commit tee  (ERC). A s  
t h e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  were u s u a l l y  a c a d e m i c s  and  
n o t  P a r t y  members, t h e  ERC c h i e f s  were t h e  depu tg  d e p a r t -  
ment  heads .  The  e d u c a t i o n a l  me thods ,  p o l i c i e s ,  and  c u r -  
r i c u l u m  were d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  ERC i n  c l o s e , c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  P a r t y  c o m m i t t e e .  Once a  d e c i s i o n  
was  made, t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d - - u s u a l l y  a n  e x p e r t  i n  h i s  
f i e l d - - w a s  i n f o r m e d ,  and  he  and h i s  s t a f f  were e x p e c t e d  
t o  implement  t h i s  p o l i c y .  

A t  t h e  s t u d e n t  l e v e l ,  p o l i t i c a l  work was  c o n d u c t e d  
by t h e  P a r t y  b r a n c h  t h r o u g h  r e g u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  m e e t i n g s ,  
t h e  Communist Y o u t h  League .  and  t h e  S t u d e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

, as  many a s  d0 p e r c e n t  
o r  t n e  s t u a e n r  Doay 02 a g l v e n  l b s t i t u t i o n  may h a v e  b e e n  
members of t h e  CYL. The  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  a h i g h  p e r -  
c e n t a g e  c a n  be best e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  
o f  s t u d e n t s  f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  where  a  major c r i t e r i o n  
was p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y .  B e i n g  a  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i s t  i n  
m i d d l e  s c h o o l  would  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  bona f i d e s  o f  a  g i v e n  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  and would be e s p e c i a l l ~ e ~ h e n  h i s  
academic  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  were m i d d l i n g .  



The CYL itself was s t r u c t u r e d  a l o n g  f u n c t i o n a l  
l i n e s ,  and c o n t a i n e d  committees s u c h  a s  t h e  O r g a n i z a t S ~ n  
Committee and t h e  S t u d e n t  Work Committee, b u t  its g e n e r a l  
f u n c t i o n  was t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
of t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d ' t o  s e r v e  a s  a  watchdog o v e r  t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v i o r .  Each c l a s s  and u n i v e r s i t y  d e p a r t m e n t  
had i ts own CYL b r a n c h ,  and many o f  t h e  CYL a c t i v i t i e s  
were c a r r i e d  on from, and  w i t h i n ,  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  

The s p e c i f i c  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  
p o l i t i c a l  m e e t i n g s  v a r i e d  f rom i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  b a s i c  f o r m a t  was t o  have one  mass m e e t i n g  
a  week p r e s i d e d  o v e r  by t h e  1st S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  P a r t y  
commi t t ee  or h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  The t o p i c  for  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  was s e l e c t e d  from t h e  P e o p l e f s  D a i l y ,  Red F l a g ,  
o r  some o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n .  ~ h ~ s i ~ g ~ ~  
member would l e c t u r e  f o r  a n  hour  o r  s o ,  a f t e r  which  t h e r e  
would be some d i s c u s s i o n .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g ,  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  would b r e a k  up i n t o  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  l e d  by a  
CYL member, and would c o n d u c t  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  
t o p i c ( s )  f o r  t h e  day.  Apar t  from t h e s e  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g s  
and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  s m a l l  g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  t h e  CYL would 
c o n d u c t  one  o r  two m e e t i n g s  a  week on a  d e p a r t m e n t a l  and 
c l a s s  l e v e l  i n  which t h e  s t u d e n t s  would d i s c u s s  t h e i r  
" d a i l y  l i f e . "  Smal l  g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t f d a i l y  l i f e  and 
s t u d i e s "  were i n  f a c t  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  s e s s i o n s  i n  which 
the i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t  would c o n f e s s  h i s  errors. Such 
e r r o r s  were u s u a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  toward  h i s  
p e r s o n a l  g o a l s  and h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward  t h e  s o c i e t y  and 
t h e  P a r t y .  

A p a r t  from c r i t i c i z i n g  h i s  own errors  i n  m o t i v a t i o n  
and b e h a v i o r ,  and o u t l i n i n g  h i s  p l a n s  fo r  c o r r e c t i n g  
t h e s e  e r r o r s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  was a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  c r i t i c i z e  .. 
t h e  s h o r t c o m i n g s  o f  h i s  comrades .  F r e q u e n t l y  t h e s e  c r  i- 
ticisms had t o  be p u t  i n  w r i t i n g  and s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e ,  
g r o u p  l e a d e r .  

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  number o f  h o u r s  
an i n d i v i d u a l  wpuld be i n v o l v e d  i n  e x t r a - c d r r i c u l a r  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  I f ,  however,  t h e  weekly  mass  a s -  
semblies and s m a l l  g r o u p  o r  s e c t i o n  m e e t i n g s  a r e  i n c l u d e d ,  
t h e  r a n g e  would be f rom e i g h t  t o  twenty  h o u r s  p e r  week. 



I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  c l a s s e s  t o o k  from f o u r  t o  
e i g h t  h o u r s  a  week ,  g i v i n g  a t o t a l  time o f  12 t o  28 h o u r s  
p e r  week. I f  o n e  f u r t h e r  i n c l u d e s  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  manual  
l a b o r  a s  " p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g , "  t h e  t o t a l  r e a c h e s  16 to  
32 h o u r s  p e r  week. By way o f  c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  
American s t u d e n t ' s  c l a s s  l o a d  is 1 2  t o  15 h o u r s  p e r  week. 

T h i s  i n t e n s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  and  i n d o c t r i n a -  
t i o n  was i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  heavy a c a d e m i c  
s c h e d u l e .  C l a s s e s  i n  C h i n e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  h i g h e r  
l e a r n i n g  r u n  f r o m  40 t o  45 m i n u t e s  p e r  h o u r ,  and a re  h e l d  
s i x  d a y s  a  week. Weekly c l a s s  h o u r s  i n  t h e  1963-3965 
p e r i o d  r a n g e d  f rom 20 t o  36 h o u r s ,  e x c l u d i n g  f o r m a l  p o l i -  
t i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  T h e  greatest  number o f  c l a s s  h o u r s  were 
b e i n g  t a k e n  b y  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s , '  t h e  l o w e s t  b y  f i n e  a r t s  
s t u d e n t s .  A c c u r a t e  a g g r e g a t e  data a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  r e p o r t e d  wsre n o t  u n i f o r m .  

Summary 

t h e  C h i n e s e  s t u -  
i g o r o u s ,  i f  n o t  

e x h a u s t i n g ,  r e g i m e n  , t h a t  began  a t  6:30 a.m. and  c o n c l u d e d  
a t  a b o u t  9:00 p.m. The s t u d e n t  knew t h a t  t h e r e  were two 
b a s i c  l a d d e r s  of s u c c e s s  i n  Communist China--he e i t h e r  
d e v e l o p e d  s k i l l s  t h a t  were e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  regime, o r  
h e  became known a s  a p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t  a n d  worked h i s  
way p r i m a r i l y  u p  t h e  l a d d e r  se t  by  t h e  CYL and  t h e  P a r t y .  
C l imb ing  u p  e i t h e r  l a d d e r  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e d  some knowledge  
and  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r ,  w i t h  t h e  mos t  p r e s s u r e  
b e i n g  a p p l i e d  and  f e l t  by  t h e  academic, r a t h e r  t h a n  p o l i -  
t i c a l  s t u d e n t ,  who r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  P a r t y ' s  "Red and  E x p e r t t q  
goa  1s. 

The  a c a d e m i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  s t u d e n t  s o o n  r e c o g n i z e d  
t h e  basic " r u l e s  o f  t h e  gamd"and a t t e m p t e d  t o  f o r m a l l y  
a c c e p t  t h e  heavy p o l i t i c a l  p rogram,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same 
time h e  p e r s o n a l l y  p e r c e i v e d  i t  a s  a  b o r i n g  w a s t e  o f  time. 
D u r i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  s p e c i f i c  p o l i t i c a l  campa igns  h e  knew 
wha t  was  e x p e c t e d  o f  him and p a r t i c i p a t e d  w i t h  a n  o u t w a r d  
f e r v o r .  The p o l i t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  s t u d e n t  u s e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  



campaigns  t o  p u t  a n o t h e r  f e a t h e r  i n  h i s  c a p ;  he used t h e m  
t o  c o n v i n c e  h i s  s u p e r i o r  t h a t  he was indeed  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i s t  t h a t  h e  a p p e a r e d  t o  be i n  more r e l a x e d  times. 
No m a t t e r  what t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  of a g i v e n  s t u d e n t  was,  how- 
e v e r ,  t h e y  a l l  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  power i n  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
was h e l d  by t h e  P a x t y  and m o b t ' t r i e d  t o  a d j u b t  t o  t h i s  f a c t  
o f  l i f e .  

B. P o l i t i c a l  C o n t r o l :  The Middle School  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e  were t h r e e  
k i n d s  of f u l l - t i m e  s t a t e  s u p p o r t e d  midd le  s c h o o l s  i n  China:  
J u n i o r  midd le  s c h o o l ,  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l ,  and combina- 
t i o n  j u n i o r - s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l .  A j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  
t a u g h t  o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  g r a d e s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  s i x - y e a r  
m i d d l e  s c h o o l  c o u r s e ;  a  s e n i o r  midd le  s c h o o l  t a u g h t  t h e  
f i n a l  t h r e e  y e a r s ;  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  j u n i o r - s e n i o r  midd le  
s c h o o l  ( u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l )  
t a u g h t  a l l  s i x  y e a r s  i n  one  program. I n  a  r u r a l  c o u n t y  
t h e r e  were u s u a l l y  s e v e r a l  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s ,  a  c o u p l e  
o f  s e n i o r  midd le  s c h o o l s ,  and one  combina t ion  j u n i o r -  
s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t .  T h i s  
l a t t e r  s c h o o l  would be  t h e  most  p r e s t i g i o u s  and t h e  most 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  e n t e r .  I n  u r b a n  a r e a s  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  
p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  , w i t h  one  s e n i o r  o r  combina t ion  m i d d l e  
s c h o o l  r e c r u i t i n g  from t h e  s e v e r a l  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s .  

P o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  fo l -  
lowed t h e  same b a s i c  p a t t e r n  a s  t h a t  d e v i s e d  f o r  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  were v a r i a t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  to  r e c o g n i z e  
t h e  un ique  role  of t h e  m i d d l e  s c h o o l .  The m i d d l e  s c h o o l  
was a t  one  and t h e  same t i m e  t h e  b a s e  of  r e c r u i t s  f o r  
h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  s o u r c e  of s o c i a l ,  economic,  and 
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  c o u n t y - m u n i c i p a l i t y  l e v e l ,  and 
a d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  Dual  c o n t r o l  
o f  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h i s  l e v e l  was i n  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  Propa- 
ganda and E d u c a t i o n  Depar tment  of  t h e  c o u n t y - l e v e l  CCP 
Committee, and t h e  C u l t u r e  and E d u c a t i o n  Bureau of t h e  
c o u n t y - l e v e l  government .  A s  i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  d u a l  c o n t r o l ,  
t h e  P a r t y  h e l d  t h e  u p p e r  hand. I n  a  r u r a l  c o u n t y  t h e r e  
were u s u a l l y  two e d u c a t i o n a l  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  Propaganda 



and  E d u c a t i o n  Depa r tmen t .  One c o m m i t t e e  was  composed 
e n t i r e l y  of t e a c h e r s  f rom t h e  c o u n t y  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s ,  
a n d ,  p r o b a b l y ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  o f  t h e  a u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  
i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  The o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e  was  composed o f  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l s  of t h e  commune l e v e l  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s .  

The  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  would  form its own P a r t y  
b r a n c h ,  w i t h  t h e  1st S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Commit tee  f u n c t i o n -  
i n g  as  t h e  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l ,  Each  s e c t i o n  o r  academic  
d e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  s c h o o l  would be r u n  by a  member of t h e  
P a r t y  c o m m i t t e e ;  o n e  s e c t i o n  o r  d e p a r t m e n t  would ha tha * 

P o l i t i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t ,  . a n d '  was  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  of b o t h  t h e  t e a c h e r s  and  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  
P o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  among t h e  s t u d e n t s  were i n  p a r t  a  
f u n c t i o n  of t h e  Communist Youth  League  a n d  t h e  YPung 
P i o n e e r s .  P i o n e e r s  were r e c r u i t e d  f rom t h e  younger  s t u -  
d e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  You th  League f rom s t u d e n t s  and  t e a c h e r s  
aged  1 6  t o  25. F o l l o w i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  h i e r a r c h i c a l  
p a t t e r n ,  t h e  s c h o o l  P a r t y  c o m m i t t e e  would  c o n t r o l  t h e  
Youth League  t h r o u g h  its Youth  League  Commit tee ,  and t h e  
Youth League would  c o n t r o l  t h e  P i o n e e r s  t h r o u g h  its Young 
P i o n e e r s  Commit tee .  The Youth League  and  t h e  P i o n e e r s  
were o r g a n i z e d  o n  a  c l a s s  b a s i s ,  and  r a n  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  from t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  

J u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  f a c u l t i e s  may n o t  h a v e  had 
enough CCP members to  form a  P a r t y  b r a n c h ,  b u t  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  would be a CCP member, and t h e  
s c h o o l  would  h a v e  a  P o l i t i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  or S e c t i o n  re- 
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  
t e a c h e r s .  J u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  p r o b a b l y  came u n d e r  d u a l  
P a r t y  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  f o r  t h e  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
P ropaganda  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  Depa r tmen t  a n d  t h e  P a r t y  b r a n c h  
o f  t h e  l o c a l  c o m b i n a t i o n  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  b o t h  a p p e a r  
t o  have  e x e r c i s e d  some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  them. 

Urban m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  f o l l o w e d  
the  same p a t t e r n  of p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  i t  is a l s o  
l i k e l y  t h a t  u r b a n  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  f a c u l t i e s  had a  
s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  P a r t y  members t o  form t h e i r  own P a r t y  
b r a n c h e s .  T h e s e  P a r t y  b r a n c h e s ,  a l o n g  a i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  
s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s ,  came u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  
o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  P a r t y  c o m m i t t e e ' s  P r o p a g a n d a  and  Educa- 
t i o n  Depa r tmen t .  



Middle s c h o o l  c Q r r i c u l a  normal ly  c o n t a i n e d  t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  45-minute p e r i o d s  o f  f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  
p e r  week o u t  of  a t o t a l  o f  24  t o  26 p e r i o d s .  Manual 
l i ibor,  a n o t h e r  f o r m  o f  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  e y e s  
of t h e  r eg ime ,  n o r m a l l y  a b s o r b e d  a n o t h e r  f o u r  p e r i o d s  
a  week: Thus s e v e n  t o  e i g h t  p e r i o d s  p e r  week,  more 
t h a n  2 5  p e r d g a t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  c l a s s  time, were s p e n t ' i n  
s c h e d u l e d  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  

P o l i t i c a l  m e e t i n g s  for  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were a r r a n g e d  
by t h e  P a r t y  b r a n c h  and t h e  Youth League,  and t o o k  p l a c e  
a p p r o ~ 2 m a t e l y  t h r e e  times a  week. The first m e e t i n g  took  
p l a c e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  week and was p r e s i d e d  o v e r  by  t h e  
P r i n c i p a l / l s t  S e c r e t a r y  who d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
p u r p o s e  o f  b e i n g  a s t u d e n t .  L a t e r  t h a t  week, t h e  t e a c h e r s  
p r e s i d e d  o v e r  c l a s s r o o m L  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  l l c e n t r a l  a s s i g n -  
ment,"  which c o n s i s t e d  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  p o l i t i c a l  t o p i c  
d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  t h a t  week. F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c l a s s  commi t t ees ,  
l e d  b y . t h e  Youth League c l a s s  commit tee  cha i rman  would 
l e a d  a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  e a r l i e r  m e e t i n g .  As t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
d i s c u s s i o n  moved down t o  s m a l l e r  and s m a l l e r  g r o u p s  there 
o c c u r r e d  t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t  c l o s e r  s u p e r v i s i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  
 political^ d i s c u s s i o n s  of  " c e n t r a l "  t o p i c s  concerned  
n o t  o n l y  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  of t h e  t o p i c s ,  b u t  a l s o  c o n f e s s i o n s  
of  o n e ' s  own errors i n  m o t i v a t i k p  and b e h a v i o r .  As i n  
the u n i v e r s i t y ,  crit icism and e x p o s u r e  of t h e  errors of  
fellow s t u d e n t s  was a l s o  a  s t r i n g e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  t h e  
p r o c e s s  . 

Summary 

The p r i m a r y  g o a l  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  
was t o  a c h i e v e  a p l a c e  i n  a  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  o t h e r  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n  of  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  Middle s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  
r e c o g n i z e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e y  were i n  s e n i o r  midd le  
s c h o o l ,  t h e  two l a d d e r s  o f  s u c c e s s .  They knew f u l l  w e l l  
t h a t  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  academic  s u c c e s s  and a c c e p t a b l e  
p o l i t i c a l  " r e l i a b i l i t y "  was P e c e s s a r y  t o  g a i n  a  s e a t .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  a n  a c t i v i s t  and S t u d e n t  l e a d e r  w i t h  a  good 
r e c o r d  i n  t h e  Youth League c o u l d  a l s o  a c h i e v e  a  p l a c e  
1 n . a  u n i v e r s i t y .  Recommendation from t h e  s c h o o l ,  



e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  P a r t y ,  was a s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  a s  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  academic  r e c o r d .  I d e a l l y  a  
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  b o t h  v i r t u e s  was r e q u i r e d ,  b u t  i n  a p p l i c a -  
t i o n  o n e  or t h e  other was s u f f i c i e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s o  
t h a t  academic  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  c o u l d  be n e u t r a l i z e d  by a  
r e c o r d  of p o l i t i c a l  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  o r  "backwardness."  I n  
f a c t ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who c h o s e  t h e  academic l a d d e r  s e t  
a s  h i s  minimum p o l i t i c a l  g o a l  a v o i d i n g  t h e  r e p r o b a t i o n  
o f  " p o l i t i c a l l y  backwardw from h i s  p o l i t i c a l  o v e r s e e r s .  

T h e r e  were p e r i o d s  o f  time when academic  s t u d i e s  
were emphasized more t h a n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s m .  The c y c l e s  
of e m p h a s i s ,  however,  d i d  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  n e g a t e  t h e  neces -  
s i t y  t o  a p p e a r  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  a l e r t  
s t u d e n t  , ' - e s p e c i a l l y  i n  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l ,  r e c o g n i z e d  
the cyc4ical p a t t e r n  of  emphases and s t r o v e  t o  m a i n t a i n  I ,  

a  b a l a n c e  i n  h i s  b e h a v i o r  a t  a l l  times. One of  t h e  o u t -  
s t a n d i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  is t h e  
l e v e l  of  p o l i t i c a l  s o p h i J t l c a t l o n ,  of knowleagelof  t h e  
' ' r u l e s  of t h e  game ," d e m o n s t r a t e d  by m i d d l e  s c h o o l  a s  
w e l l  a s  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .  

C. P o l i t i c a l  C o n t r o l :  The Pr imary  Schoo l  

F u l l - t i m e  s t a t e - r u n  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  were d i v i d e d  
i n t o  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which 
t h e y  t a u g h t  t h e  f u l l  s i x - y e a r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  c o u r s e .  
Thus  j u n i o r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  t a u g h t  t h e  first f o u r  y e a r s ,  
s e n i o r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  t a u g h t  t h e  f i n a l  two y e a r s ,  and 
some s c h o o l s  were combined j u n i o r - s e n i o r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  
t e a c h i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s i x  y e a r s .  

The p a t t e r n  of  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  was b a s i c a l l y  t h e  
same as for m i d d l e  s c h o o l s , . b u t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  
t o  which t h e y  were a t t a c h e d  was one  o r  two s t e p s  below 
t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l .  A l l  f u l l - t i m e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  were 
f i n a n c e d  by t h e  c o u n t y ,  b u t  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  commune- 
l e v e l  E d u c a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  Bureau.  P o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  
a t  t h i s  l e v e l  was e x e r t e d  by t h e  communele P a r t y  Propa- 
ganda committeeman. I n  a  r u r a l  c o u n t y ,  e a c h  commune 
would have s e v e r a l  s e n i o r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s .  Below t h e  



commune, e a c h  p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e  would have a t  l e a s t  
o n e  j u n i o r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l .  The number of  p r o d u c t i o n  
b r i g a d e s  i n  a  commune v a r i e s  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  b u t  i n  s o u t h -  
e r n  China 10-15 is n o t  an  unusuaf  number. P o l i t i c a l  
c o n t r o l  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  was s t r u c t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t -  
i a t e d ,  b u t  i n  f a c t  t h e  merger  of  P a r t y  and government -. 
c a d r e s  was o f t e n  t o t a l ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 
government and P a r t y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was u s u a l l y  r e n d e r e d  
m e a n i n g l e s s .  P a r t y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  however, r e s t e d  w i t h  
t h e  E d u c a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  committeeman. 

A s  w i t h  m i d d l e  and h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  school would i d e a l l y  be a  P a r t y  m e m b e r ,  
b u t  a t  t h e '  v e r y  l e a s t  he  or s h e  would b e  a  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i s t  a p p o i n t e d  on t h e  basis o f  p o l i t i c a l  c r i t e r i a .  . . 

I t  is p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  s e n i o r  p r i m a r y  school p r i n c i p a l s  . :- . 
whose s c h o o l s  were t h e  c e n t r a l  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  ( u s u a l l y  t h e  commune) were P a r t y  members. 
These  p r i n c i p a l s  met once  a month a t  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  f o r  
t h e i r  P a r t y  b r a n c h  mee t ing .  T h e r e  were t h r e e  o t h e r  
weekly m e e t i n g s  h e l d  a t  t h e  commune l e v e l ,  where t h e y  
would meet w i t h  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  from t h e  commune P a r t y  
b ranch  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  corn- 
mune programs . 

T h e r e  was l i t t l e  f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  
p r imary  s c h o o l  l e v e l ,  and no s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  beyond 
t h e  Young P i o n e e r s .  R e p o r t i n g  on c u r r i c u l u m  c o n t e n t  and 
t h e  r o l e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  v a r i e s .  Some o f  t h e  e l i t e  
s e n i o r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  and c o m b i n a t i o n  pr imary ,  s c h o o l s  
a t t e n d e d  by t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  P a r t y  c a d r e s  seemingly  d i d  
have t h r e e  t o  f o u r  p e r i o d s  of  f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  
p e r  week, b u t  for  t h e  most p a r t  t h e r e  was no f o r m a l  p o l l -  
t Y c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  I t  s h o u l d  be u n d e r s t o o d ,  however, t h a t  
t h e  c o n t e n t  of p r i m e r s ,  grammar t e x t s ,  .and e v e n  a r i t h m e t i c  
t e x t s  c o n t a i n e d  a n  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  in -  
f o r m a t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  games o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  Young 
P i o n e e r s  would have  p o l i t i c a l  themes c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  purpose  
of  t h e  game. 



E n t r a n c e  Requ i rements  and F e e s  

F o r  a  n a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  se t  modern a g r i c u l t u r e ,  modern 
i n d u s t r y ,  and a  modern d e f e n s e  s y s t e m  among its h i g h e s t  
g o a l  p r i o r i t i e s ,  e n t e r i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  was made 
e x c e s s i v e l y  d i f f i c u l t .  Some of t h e  p rob lems ,  of c o u r s e ,  
c o u l d  n o t  be a v o i d e d .  T h e r e  was a  s e r i o u s  s h o r t a g e  of 
t e a c h e r s  a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  and m i d d l e  s c h o o l  l e v e l ,  and i t  
was c o s t l y ,  i n  terms of  one  view o f  n a t i o n a l  development ,  
t o  u s e  t r a i n e d  g r a d u a t e s  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n s t i t u t e s  
f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  t e a c h i n g .  C e r t a i n l y  a  number of gradu-  
a t e s  were used a s  t e a c h e r s  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and colleges, 
b u t  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  college and l o w e r - l e v e l  t e a c h e r s  is 
c l e a r  from t h e  d a t a .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  s h o r t a g e  of t e a c h -  
e r s  and f a c i l i t i e s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  C h i n e s e  e d u c a t i o n  
meant  t h a t  t h e  number of c a n d i d a t e s  f a r  exceeded  t h e  num- 
ber of s e a t s  a v a i l a b l e .  I n  one  s e n s e ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  reduced  
t h e  p r e s s u r e  on f u l l - t i m e  and p a r t - t i m e  s t u d y  s c h o o l s  by 
m a i n t a i n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e n t r a n c e ,  and by 
c h a r g i n g  b a s i c  fees a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  sys tem.  These  
c r i t e r i a  and f e e s ,  however, t e n d e d  t o  r e d u c e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
improve,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e  sys tem produced.  

The two most s i g n i f i c a n t  impediments t o  e n t e r i n g  
and moving up t h r o u g h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  

were t h e  p o l i t i c a l  cr 
t h e  c o m p e t i t i  on  f o r  s e a l s .  C l o s e  t o  t h e s e  h u r d l e s  i n  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  was t h e  . f i n a n c i a l  cos t  of  s t a r t i n g  and con- 
t i n u i n g  o n e ' s  e d u c a t i o n .  The f i n a n c i a l  p r e s s u r e  is most  
n o t i c e a b l e  a t ' t h e  p r imary  s c h o o l  l e v e l  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  p r imary  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  was n o t  r e q u i r e d  
by t h e  s t a t e ,  and t h a t  many c h i l d r e n  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  e v e n  
a  j u n i o r  p r imary  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e r e  were, however, 
no  p o l i t i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e n t e r i n g  p r imary  s c h o o l  
--only c h i l d r e n  who were m e n t a l l y  o r  p h y s i c a l . 1 ~  hand i -  
capped were b a r r e d  from t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  sys tem.  

E n t e r i n g  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s ,  however, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
ma jo r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s ,  was a  d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r .  P o l i t i c a l  
c r i t e r i a  were, a p p a r e n t l y , a s  f o r c e f u l l y  a p p l i e d  a s  aca -  
demic e x c e l l e n c e .  P r i o r i t y  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  s o n s  and 
d a u g h t e r s  o f  " p o w  and lower-middle p e a s a n t s H  and t h e  



c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  "working  c l a s s . "  I t  is a l s o  q u i t e  
e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  P a r t y  and government  c a d r e s  
r e c e i v e d  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  Thus  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  s e a t s  
t h a t  would n o r m a l l y  ek im o f f  t h e  c ream of t h e  y o u t h  re- 
s u l t e d ,  p r o b a b l y ,  i n  e x c l u d i n g  many c h i l d r e n  from homes 
wh ich  had t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a t m o s p h e r e  and  b a s i c  f a m i l y  
t r a i n i n g  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a  s u c c e s s f u l  academic  c a r e e r .  
U n d o u b t e d l y ,  many c h i l d r e n  who d i d  n o t  come f rom t h e  
f a v o r e d  c l a s s  b a c k g r o u n d s  e n t e r e d  m i d d l e  s c h o o l ,  b u t  
t h e r e  is enough r e p a r t i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  c l a s s  back- 
g round  was  a n  e n f o r c e d  c r i t e r i o n ,  a l b e i t  somewhat un- 
e v e n l y  e n f o r c e d .  The c h i l d r e n  of c a d r e s  were f a v o r e d  i n  
y e t  a n o t h e r  way, i n  t h a t  e l i t e  combined p r i m a r y  and  
m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  were c r e a t e d  t h a t  r e c r u i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  f rom 
k i n d e r g a r t e n s  r u n  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of P a r t y  and  gove rn -  

i f  ment c a d r e s .  T h e s e  s c h o o l s  had  a  t e n - y e a r  cu r r . i cu lum,  
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  u s u a l  t w e l v e ,  and  g a v e  s u p e r i o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  
t o  t h i s  e l i t e  g r o u p .  

If a s t u d e n t  was  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c l e a r i n g  t h e  p o l i -  
ti c a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  h u r d l e s  f rom p r i m a r y  
s c h o o l  t h r o u g h  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l ,  he or s h e  a t t e m p t e d  
t o  e n t e r  a  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  its e q u i v a l e n t .  The  p o l i t i c a l ,  
intellectual, and  f i n a n c i a l  p rob lems  were c o m p l i c a t e d  
a t  t h i s  s t a g e  b y  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  c h o o s i n g  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  
and  h r e a  o f  academic  c o n c e n t r a t i o n .  E v e r y  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  
s t u d e n t  hoped d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  be admitted i n t o  a n  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  he  was  e q u a l l y  aware  
t h a t  t h e  number of c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  s c h o o l s  
in P e k i n g ,  S h a n g h a i ,  Can ton  and  e l s e w h e r e  would be e x c e s -  
B ive .  Thus  many s t u d e n t s  would select s m a l l e r ,  lesser 
known l o c a l  s c h o o l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  
o f  b e i n g  selected fo r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  a  
s t u d e n t  would h a v e  t o  c h o o s e  h i s  a r e a  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n  c a r e -  
f u l l y .  H e  knew t h a t  some f i e l d s ,  s u c h  a s  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  
t h e  h a r d  s c i e n c e s ,  were o f  g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  
n a t i o n  t h a n  o t h e r s .  Many s t u d e n t s  would t h u s  c h o o s e  t o  
be examined  i n  f i e l d s  where  t h e r e  was  a  g r e a t e r  demand. 
The M i n i s t r y  o f  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  wh ich  set t h e  n a t i o n a l  
e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  d e c i d e d  which  s c h o o l  and  what  
f i e l d  a  s t u d e n t  s h o u l d  e n t e r  c o u l d  o v e r r i d e  t h e  c h o i c e  
o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  t h e  s t u d e n t  knew t h a t  h i s  c h o i c e  
o f  s c h o o l s  and  f i e l d s  would g r e a t l y  a f f e c t  h i s  a s s i g n m e n t .  



Choice ,  p o l i t i c s ,  academic  e x c e l l e n c e ,  and f i n a n c i a l  c o s t s  
were i n t e r t w i n e d  i n  a  t i g h t  and,  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  d e s p e r -  
a t e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  f a c t o r s .  

The f i n a n c i a l  cost of e d u c a t i o n  was i n  p a r t  a l l e v i a t e d  
by t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e c e i v i n g  s t a t e  s u b s i d i e s .  I t  ap- 
p e a r s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some a s s i s t a n c e  was a v a i l a b l e  a t  a l l  
l e v e l s  o f  t h e  s y s t e h ,  e v e n  f o r  p r imary  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n .  
y e t  1 ] i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  govern- 
ment s u b s i d i e s  were d i f f i c u l t  t o  o h t a i n ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
of s c h o o l s  r e l a t e d  t o  i n d u s t r y  and s c i e n c e .  The Pek ing  
I r o n  and S t e e l  I n s t i t u t e ,  t h e  Pek ing  P e t r o l e u m  I n s t i t u t e ,  
and t h e  Hua Chung P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e  a l l  s u b s i d i z e d  
s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  e v e n  r e p o r t e d l y  supplying pocke t  
money t o  s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v i n g  f u l l  s u b s i d i e s .  S t u d e n t s  a t -  
t e n d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  c o u l d  f i n a n c e  t h e i r  
e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  work ing  on  t h e  commune, and t h e  r i c h e r  
p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e s  a p p a r e n t l y  s u p p o r t e d  any  s t u d e n t  whose 
f a m i l y  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  to  s e n d  him t o  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l .  

, J o b  Ass ignments  

Youth g rowing  up i n  China a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  aware ( t h e  
a d j e c t i v e  " d e s p e r a t e u  s p r i n g s  t o  mind a g a i n )  o f  t h e  abso-  
l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a c h i e v i n g  a t  l e a s t  a  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  edu- 
c a t i o n  i f  t h e y  a r e  t o  a v o i d  t h e  e n d l e s s  t o i l  of a  farm 
or i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r e r .  Even t h o s e  who a c h i e v e  a  midd le  
s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  b e i n g  s e n t  o u t  t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e .  The better midd le  s c h o o l s  o f t e n  s e n t  t h e i r '  
g r a d u a t e s  t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  t o  assume a  " h i g h e r  p o s i t i o n 1 '  
a s  a  s t a t e  c a d r e  o r  s t a t i s t i c i a n ;  o t h e r s  were u n d o u b t e d l y  
a s s i g n e d  m i d d l e  l e v e l  t e c h n i c a l  and m a n a g e r i a l  p o s i t i o n s  
i n  i n d u s t r y .  r e p o r t i n g  l e a v e s  no  doub t  
t h a t  t h e  t h r e a t  o  y s i c a l  l a b o r  was c o n s t a n t l y  
i n  t h e  minds o f  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s ,  e x p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
who f a i l e d  t o  e n t e r  s e n i o r  midd le  s c h o o l .  

G r a d u a t e s  o f  u n i v e r s i t i e s  had a  b e t t e r  chance  o f  
r e c e i v i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s  commensurate w i t h  t h e i r  s k i l l s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e i r  s k i l l s  were deemed t o  be of c r i t i c a l  
n a t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  But , . for  many s t u d e n t s ,  t h e r e  was 



a  b a s i c  f e a r  t h a t  t h e i r  s k i l l s  would be used i n  r emote  
r u r a l  o r  v i r g i n  a r e a s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  t h e  pos t -Grea t  
Leap Forward p e r i o d ,  e v e n  a s  l a t e  a s  1964,  t h e r e  was 
t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  a s s i g n m e n t ,  
t h e y  would be r e q u i r e d  t o  pe r fo rm a  y e a r ' s  manual l a b o r .  
The problem t h a t  a r o s e  a f t e r  t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward was 
s i m p l y  t h a t  t h e r e  were n o t  enough o p e n i n g s  i n  i n d u s t r y  
and a g r i c u l t u r e  t o  a b s o r b  t h e  number o f  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  
s k i l l s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  modernized a g r i c u l t u r e  and i n d u s t r y .  
I n  t h e  narrow v o c a t i o n a l  s e n s e  t h a t  prompted t h e  develop-  
ment o f  t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  schools, there  was a 
need f o r  midd le  and lower  l e v e l  t e c h n i c i a n s  and managers ,  
b u t  f o r  many of t h e  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  o f  edu- 
c a t i o n  t h e r e  were n o t  enough s u i t a b l e  p o s i t i o n s .  Ch ina ,  
i n  common w i t h  many o t h e r  d e ~ e l o p i n g ~ n a t i o n s ,  was produc- 
i n g  more t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  t h a n  t h e  le ,vel  of development  
c o u l d  u t i l i z e .  T h i s  l e f t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  g a p  between t h e  
l e v e l  of e x p e c t a t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y ~ t e m  
and t h e  l e v e l  of s k i l l  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e  n a t i o n  and s o c i e t y  
c o u l d  u s e .  For  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  
o f  t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward ,  t h i s  was a  v e r y  d e p r e s s i n g  
d i s c o v e r y .  

S t u d e n t  Morale  and P o l i t i c a l  A t t i t u d e s  

The, p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  of s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  
1960'sl I 

I I 

I l c o r r e l a t e s  w i t h  t h e  
s t u d i e s  made by Alexander  L.  George of t h e  People's Lib-.' 
e r a t i o n  Army, and t o  some e x t e n t  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  
R o b e r t  J .  L i f t o n .  S t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  a t  b o t h  t h e  mid- 
d l e  s c h o o l  and u n i v e r s i t v  l e v e l  were c h a r a d t e r i s t i c a l l ~  
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n s  of d i s s i m u l a t i o n ,  and ,- 
i n  t h e  a r e a  of p o l i t i c s  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  a t o m i z a t i o n  of 
g r o u p  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  I t  was common p r a c t i c e  t o  c o n t r o l  
o n e ' s  b e h a v i o r  and s i m u l a t e  c o r r e c t  a t t i t u d e s .  The pro-  
cesses of p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s m a l l - g r o u p  
crit icism, l e d  t o  a  l e v e l  of a n x i e t y  and f e a r  a b o u t  o n e ' s  
own p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s .  D i s s i m u l a t i o n  l e d  t o  a n  u n w i l l -  
i n g n e s s  t o  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c s  o u t s i d e  f o r m a l  c l a s s e s  and 
" d a i l y  l i f e f f  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  s e s s i o n s .  Unwillingness t o  



uss p o l i t i  
own m o t i v a t i o n  

cs and t h e  o b v i o u s  a n x i e t y  abou t  o n e ' s  
and b e h a v i o r  l e d  t o  t h e  a t o m i z a t i o n  of " I ,  

group  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and d e p r i v e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  of  e v e n  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c r e a t i n g  o r g a n i z e d  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  i'> 

t h e i r  o v e r s e e r s .  Thus t h e r e  was a  d e f i n i t e  b e h a v i o r  
p a t t e r n  e v i d e n t  i n  which s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  was t h e  com-' 
mon r e f e r e n c e .  

The a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  regime t o  f o r c e  d i s s i m u l a t i v e  
b e h a v i o r  upon t h e  s t u d e n t s  is q u i t e  o b v i o u s l y  a  f u n c t i o n  
o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  awareness  t h a t  t h e i r  f u t u r e  depended t o  
a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  upon a n  a c c e p t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  
academic  performance i n  s c h o o l .  S t u d e n t  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e s s i o n s  were b o r i n g  and i r r e l e v a n t  
wore a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  t o  them, ' 
b u t  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  g o a l s  o v e r r o d e  any p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  
t h e y  may have had t o  resis't. 

The p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  were 
undoubted ly  aware t h a t  d i s s i m u l a t i o n  was t h e  c h a r a c t e r -  
i s t i c  s t u d e n t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p o l i t i c i z a t i o n ; ,  
b u t  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t  t h i s  r e s p o n s e  a c h i e v e d  t h e  minimum 
t h r e s h o l d  demanded by t h e  sys tem:  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  and ' 

c o n t r o l  o f  s t u d e n t  b e h a v i o r .  The more a m b i t i o u s  g o a l  
of c h a n g i n g  t h e  b a s i c  a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  s t u d e n t  t o - t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  i n t e r n a l i z e d  t h e  v a l u e s  b e i n g  t h r u s t  
upon them was p r o b a b l y  r a r e l y  a c h i e v e d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  t h i s  h i g h e r  t h r e s h o l d  was n o t  e v e n  
s o u g h t ,  e x c e p t  by t h e  most a m b i t i o u s  o r  conv inced  p o l i T  , 
t i c a l  c a d r e .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  c o r e  v a l u e s  o f  l o y a l t y  to 
t h e  s t a t e  and t o  some e x t e n t  t h e  P a r t y  were l e a r n e d  
and i n t e r n a l i z e d  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e a c h e d  t h e  , u n i v e r s i t y ,  b u t  t h e  more ex t reme  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  c u l t  o f  
Mao were p r o b a b l y  o n l y  r a r e l y  i n t e r n a l i z e d .  

D i s s i m u l a t i o n  was a  f u n c t i o n  o f  s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n  
and o f  s e l f - s e e k i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .  There was a h i g h  l e v e l  
of r e s e n t m e n t ,  n o t  s o  much o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  b u t  o f  a  s y s t e m  
t h a t  f o r c e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  "wastew s o  much of t h e i r  "va lu -  
a b l e w  t i m e  i n  i r r e l e v a n t  p o l i t i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  h u m i l i a t i n g  
and d a n g e r o u s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  s e s s i o n s ,  and a r d u o u s  p h y s i c a l  
l a b o r .  One s t u d e n t ,  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which s t u -  
d e n t s  would respond  t o  p o l i t i c a l  campaigns and demands, ' 



s t a t e d  t h a t  some s t u d e n t s  a c t u a l l y  a p p e a r e d  t o  have a  
s w i t c h i n g  mechanism i n   the*^ minds  t h a t  e n a b l e d  them to  
assume, a l m o s t  u n t h i n k i n g l y ,  e x c e s s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v i o r  
whenever t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c a d r e s  c a l l e d  f o r  a n  e x h i b i t i o n  
of  l o y a l t y  t h r o u g h  s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s e s .  

6 . .  . . I '  I . 
The . ,P re lude  t o  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n :  

, . C o n c l u s i o n s  

The e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  i n  1964-1965 was i n  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  becoming a  d u a l  s y s t e m  o f  ha l f -work ,  h a l f -  
s t p d y  and f u l l - t i m e  e d u c a t i o n ,  Al though t h e  hal f -work,  
h a l f - s t u d y  s y s t e m  was still  i n  a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t a g e ,  a s  
i t  was b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  i t3vywould have become a  v o c a t i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g  o r i e n t e d  s y s  t e m '  complementing t h e  f u l l -  t i m e  
sys tem.  T h e r e  were t o  be ,  i n  f a c t ,  t w o  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s -  
tems. Mao's  view of  t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  was n o t  
based  upon t h e  econbmic and g e n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  problems 
o f  C h i n a ,  b u t  r a t h e r  upon an  i d e o l o g i c a l  b a s e  i n  which 
t h e  c r e a t i o n  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s 1 '  was t h e  p re -  
eminen t  v a l u e .  Maofs  g o a l s  were e s s e n t i a l l y  p o l i t i c a l ,  
b u t  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  h i s  p o l i c i e s  was p ragmat ic  i n  
t h a t  a n  o b v i o u s  a t t e m p t  was made t o  r e s p o n d  t o  some o f  
C h i n a ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  r e a l i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  Maofs  own 
v iews  . 

The c h a r g e s  made a g a i n s t  L i u  Shao-chi  d u r i n g  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t e  Mao's aware- 
n e s s  o f  t h e  manner i n  which h i s  p o l i c i e s  were b e i n g  ip l -  

' p l e m e n t e d .  L i u  is c h a r g e d  w i t h  s u b v e r t i n g  Maofs  educa- 
t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  from a s  e a r l y  a s  1949,and hav ing  c o n t i n u e d  
h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  he was purged i n  August ,  1966.  The 
s t a t e  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem i n  1964-1965 i n d i c a t e s  
q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  Mao's p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  were b e i n g  s u b v e r t e d  by a  p r a g m a t i c  i m -  
p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  h i s  p o l i c i e s  was e s s e n t i a l l y  correct. 
L iu  Shao-chi  and h i s  c o h o r t s  have  been c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  
e m a s c u l a t i o n  o f  Maofs  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ways: 



a )  B a s i n g  t h e  hal f -work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s y s t e m  upon 
economic consideratibns--essentially t h a t  t h i s  was a  c h e a p  
way o f  expand i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  

. . 
b) V i o l a t i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  upon which 

t h e  s y s t e m  was based  by s t r e s s i n g  t h e  educa t iona l -vbca-  
t i o n a l  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  sys tem.  

c)  I n t e n d i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a  d u a l  s y s t e m  of educa- 
t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  u l t i m a t e l y  p l a n n i n g  for a  c o n v e r s i o n  
of t h e  e n t i r e  s y s t e m  t o  ha l f -work,  h a l f  - s t u d y .  

d )  Using t h e  d u a l  s y s t e m  t o  p roduce  ' l a r i s t o c r a t s u  
from t h e  f u l l - t i m e  s y s t e m  and m a n a g e r i a l  and t e c h n i c a l  
s t a f f  from t h e  hal f -work,  h a l f  - s t u d y  s y s t e m .  T h i s  p a r t i -  I 

' *- 
c u l a r  c h a r g e ' i ' s  o f t e n  s t a t e d  by i n d i c t i n g  L i u  f o r  pro-  I 

d u c i n g  l l W p r g e o i s  r e v i s i o n i s t s  and  intellectual^^^ from 
t h e  ha l f -work ,  h a l f - s t u d y  s y s t e m . ,  

e)  D e l i b e r a t e l y  s l d w i n g  down t h e  development o f  
t h e  ha l f -work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s y s t e m  by i n v o k i n g  a  p o l i c y  
of g r a d u a l i s m  and e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  s y s t e m  Liu  and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  a r e  c h a r g e d  
w i t h  s u b v e r t i n g  Maols  p o l i c i e s  i n  c u r r i c u l u m  r e f o r m ,  pa r -  
t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  u s i n g  t h e  "fewer b u t  betterv1 watchword to ' .  
r e d u c e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e n s i f y ,  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  

I t  is e v i d e n t  t h a t  s i n c e  1960-61 there has  been  
a  c o n s i s t e n t ,  p r a g m a t i c  s t r a i n  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  i m -  
p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  Maols  p o l i c i e s  toward  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e fo rm.  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e r e  is e v i d e n c a  t h a t  Mao was aware a t  t h e  
time t h a t  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  g o a l s  and c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  . 
were n o t  s h a r e d  b j  a l l  of t h e  P a r t y ' s  l e a d e r s h i p .  Mao's 
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  of c r e a t i n g  t r u e  
l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e ~ s o r s ' ~  were too much i n  e v i d e n c e  f o r  
any p o l i t i c a l l y  a ler t  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  have missed  t h e i r  
i m p o r t .  I n d e e d ,  Mao a d d r e s s e d  h i s  v iews  t o  a g roup  of  
v i s i t i n g  F r e n c h  o f f i c i a l s  i n  September 1964,  and twice 
d u r i n g  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  them r e f e r r e d  t o  Pek ing  Na- 
t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  ' 'not a  goodf1 u n i v e r s i t y  and i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t s  of  C h i n a ' s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  were n o t  r e l i a b l e  



m a t e r i a l  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s .  The v i s i t o r s  a t -  
tempted t o  r e a s s u r e  Mao by r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  l o y a l t y  and 
p o l i t i c a l  f e r v o r  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  con- 
v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  them, b u t  Ma0 e x p r e s s e d  f r a n k  s k e p t i c i s m  
o v e r  t h e  d e p t h  and c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  views e x p r e s s e d  b 
f a c u l t y  members and s t u d e n t s .  

Mao had good r e a s d n  t o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  s t u -  
' d e n t s  and t e i c h e r s  had a c h i e v e d  t h e  l e v e l  of f a n a t i c i s m  
h i s  g o a l s  c a l l  for .  

By e a r l y  1966 Mao had e v i d e n t l y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  y e t  
a n o t h e r  w r e v o l u t i o p l l  had t o  o c c u r ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  e d u c a t i o n  
b u t  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  a s  a  whole.  The e n t i r e  s o c i e t y  was 
t o  be s u b j e c t e d  t o  a  new revolutionary spasm a s  Mao 
s o u g h t  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  g o a l s ,  and i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  h i s  op- e &-" 

p o n e n t s  were to  be purged.  T h i s  new spasm was c a l l e d  
t h e  "Great P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n . "  



THE GREAT PROLETARIAN C$ULTURAL REVOLUTION 

The Clos ing  of t h e  Schools  

The e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem was fo l lowing  i ts normal 
p r o c e s s e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  months of 1966. ~ h 6  Kwangtung 
press i n  January  was announcing p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  post- 
g r a d u a t e  en ro l lmen t ,  and l i s t i n g -  t h e a . h n i v e r s i t i e s  where 
examina t ions  f o r  g radua te  s c h o o l s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  
would be adminis te red .  On 16 J a n u a ~ y  NCNA broadcas t  an  
a r t i c l e  lauding  t h e  accomplishments of s t u d e n t s  who had 
complete& t h e i r  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  p rev ious  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  
t a k i n g  n o t e  of t h e i r  ass ignments  t o  variou's u n i v e r s i -  
t ies ,  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and i n d u s t r i e s .  

Soon a f t e r  N C N A ' s  l a u d a t o r y  b roadcas t ,  however, 
a  d i s c o r d a n t  n o t e  began t o  appeay i n  t h e  p r e s s .  On 20 
January)  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Dai ly  publ i shed  a n  a r t i c l e  p r a i s -  
i n g  t h e  .+ ngenui t y  of t h e  Chinese worker,.!and decry ing  
t h o s e  who complained t h a t  China had t o o  few s c i e n t i s t s .  
The a r t i c l e  proceeded t o  d i s c u s s  a  model s c i e n t i s t ,  
who had come from t h e  t a n k s  of t h e  workers and had on ly  
completed primary schoo l  p r i o r  t o  embarking on h i s  
s c i e n t i f i c  c a r e e r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  on 24 January ,  Peo l e1s  P Dai ly  r e p o r t e d  on t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of Mao Tse-tung s 
thought  i n  gu id ing  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  k i t i n g  s i x t e e n  
s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  achievements  d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u -  
t a b l e  t o  t h e  co r r ec t - ' . app l i ca t ion  of Mao's thought .  
These i n i t i a l  commentaries were but  h a r b i n g e r s  of t h e  
immediate f u t u r e .  

On 11 A p r i l ,  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  publ i shed  a  r e p o r t  
on a symposium he ld  i n  Shan$ung of " lead ing  c a d r e s  of 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h i g h e r  educa t ion  d i r e c t l y  under t h e  
M i n i s t r y  of Higher E d u c a t b n . "  A major p a r t  of t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  cen te red  on t h e  d g n i f i c a n c e  of p o l i t i c s  i n  



i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  and r e f l e c t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
t e n o r  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  and n a t i o n a l  p r e s s  s i n c e  t h e  end 
of January .  The conference  observed t h a t :  

... s c h o o l s  of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  served  a s  p o i n t s  
of c o n c e n t r a t i o n  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  a  g r e a t  
number of them g o t  a  bourgeois  educa t ion  i n  t h e  
o l d  s o c i e t y  wh i l e  a s  many made c o n s t a n t  c o n t a c t s  
w i t h  t h e  c u l t u r a l  l egacy  of f euda l i sm and 
c a p i t a l i s m .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e y  were c o n s t a n t l y  
i n f luenced  by bourgeois  ideo logy .  

The symposium concluded t h a t :  

I n  s p i t e  of numerms i d e o l o g i c a l  reform move-I - 
4 "  ments which had been conducted among h ighe r  ' 

s c h o o l s  i n  our  coun t ry  and d e s p i t e  some measure 
of p rog res s  made by i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  a s  f a r  a s  
t h e  m a j b r i t y  of t h e  people  were concerned,  t h e  
problem of e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  communist 
world ou t look  remained b a s i c a l l y  unsolved. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  s o l v e  t h i s  problem, and e s p e c i a l l y  because 
t h e s e  c e n t e r s  educated c h i n a ' s  youth ,  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  them- 
s e l v e s  should  be re-educated.  I f  t h i s  were no t  done, 
t h e  symposium a v e r r e d ,  t h e  c e n t e r s  of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  
would produce r e v i s i o n i s t s .  I t  was dec ided ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h a t  a  movement f o r  s tudy ing  Mao's works should be tu rned  
i n t o  "a mass r e c t i f i c a t i o n  campaign on t h e  h ighe r  educa t ion  
f r o n t . "  Thus, w i t h i n  t h r e e  months, h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ' s  
s t a t u s  had s h i f t e d  from t h a t  of  a  system producing p r o p e r l y  
p o l i t i c d z e d  g r a d u a t e s  t o  t h a t  of a  c e n t e r  of bourgeois  
i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  breeding  r ev i s ion i sm.  I n  e f f e c t ,  t h e  
a t t a c k  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system had begun. 

On 13 June 1966, t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee of t h e  Chinese 
Communist P a r t y  and t h e  S t a t e  Counci l  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  
enro l lment  of s t u d e n t s  i n t o  i n s t i t u t e s  of h ighe r  educa- 
t i o n  be postponed, and t h a t  t h e  system of e n t r a n c e  exam- 
i n a t i o n s  be completely  r e v i s e d .  According t o  a  f r o n t  
page e d i t o r i a l  of t h e  People,% Daizy of 18 J u n e ,  t h e  
purpose of t h e  d i r e c t i v e  was t o  "ensure  t h e  thorough 



and s u c c e s s f u l  c a r r y i n g  through of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
and t o  e f f e c t  a  thorough reform of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system." 
T h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  and t h e  p roces ses  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu-  
t i o n ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  c lo sed  down t h e  e n t i r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system 
u n t i l  t h e  summer of 1968, and ended a l l  meaningful educa t ion  
i n '  China f o r  a t .  l e a s t  t h r e e  academic yea r s .  

The Red Guard .Reign of Ter ror*  

The c l o s i n g  of t h e  s c h o o l s  on 13 June  f r e e d  m i l l i o n s  
of s t u d e n t s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  Maols c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  The f i r s t  Red Guard r e c r u i t s ,  g e n e r a l l y  
i n  t h e i r  l a t e  k e e n s  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e s ,  were handpicked 
by l o c a l  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  Groups a t  c e r t a i n  s c h o o l s  i n  

' t h e  l a t e  s p r i n g  and e a r l y  summer. These handpicked groups  
were t o  become t h e  c o r e  of Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  when 
t h e i r  r a n k s  were expanded i n  August and Sefitember of 1966. 

\. 

pekingl  s campuses became t h e  t r a i n i n g  group  f o r  Red 
Guards i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and e a r l y  summer when c e r t a i n  f u t u r e  
Red Guards were s e n t  t o  Peking f o r  c l a s s e s  i n  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  t a c t i c s . "  U l t ima te ly ,  t h e  Red Guards were t o  
r e c e i v e  d i r e c t i o n s  which pe rmi t t ed  them t o  by-pass t h e  
P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and . a s s a u l t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l s t ' r u c -  
t u r e .  On 18 August,  t h e  Red Guards were p u b l i c l y  consec ra t ed  
a s  t h e  shock t r o o p s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a t  a  mass 
r a l l y  i n  Tienanmen squa re  i n  Peking. Mao reviewed h i s  
t r o o p s ,  and Lin P i a o  and Chou En-la i  spoke t o  them, launch- 
ing them on t h e i r  v i o l e n t  course .  

*For an  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  Red Guards and t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  see: ' Polo  XXXIV,  The Role of t h e  Red 
Guards and Revolu t ionary  Rebels  i n  Mao's C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n ,  December 1968 ( S e c r e t 1  
=/68. 



The e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem w i t h  its c e n t e r s  of llbour- 
g e o i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m "  was among t h e  first of t h e  Red 
Guard t a r g e t s .  T h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from L i n  P i a o ,  speak ing  
on t h e  beha l f  of Mao, c a l l e d  f o r  a  "gene ra l  o f f ens ive"  
a g a i n s t  "bourgeois  i d e a s  and a l l  o t h e r  e x p l o i t i n g  c lasses ' : ?  

The g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  is 
aimed p r e c i s e l y  a t  e l i m i n a t i n g  bourgeois  
ideo logy ,  remolding peop le ' s  s o u l s ,  revo- 
l u t i o n i z i n g  t h e i r  ideo logy ,  d i g g i n g  o u t  t h e  
r o o t s  of r e v i s i o n i s m ,  and c o n s o l i d a t i n g  and 
deve lop ing  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  system. 

The t a r g e t s  f o r  t h e  assau l t - - " those  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
who a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road ,  r e a c t i o n a r y  bourgeois  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  bourgeois  r o y a l i s t s ,  g h o s t s  and monstersw-- 
d e s i g n a t e d  by L i n  were both  broad enough and narrow enough, 
g i v e n  Mao's s t a t e m e n t s  about  r e v i s i o n i s m  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
sys tem,  t o  pe rmi t  a n  e x t e n s i v e  a t t a c k  on t h e  f a c u l t i e s  and 
p o l i t i ~ a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of t h e  
s y s  t e m .  

A l l  of China ' s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  were t o  s u f f e r  complete 
d i s r u p t i o n ,  and some of China ' s  most p r e s t i g i o u s  e d u c a t o r s  
were t o  be removed from o f f i c e  o r  commit s u i c i d e ,  a s  a  
r e s u l t  of t h e  Red Guard ons 

describt! s u l c l d e s  and removals 
lrrom o r f i c e .  I n  Peking when t h e  body of a  p r o f e s s o r  was 
found, " a u t h o r i t i e s M  herded t h e  s t u d e n t s  on to  t r u c k s . a n d  
had them d r i v e n  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  body. The s t u d e n t s  
t h e n  s t o n e d  t h e  c o r p s e .  'A * m e m b e r '  of *Cantoxi's '  prCrs- * Y,.. 
t i g i o u s  Medical C o l l e g e  jumped from t h e  f i f t h  f loor  of 
t h e  s c h o o l ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  bu i ld ing .  I n  Futan  U n i v e r s i t y ,  

,Shanghai ,  one of Ch ina ' s  most renowned i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a l l  
' o f  t h e  Western t r a i n e d  o r  "orientedI1 members of t h e  f a c u l t y  
were s u b j e c t e d  t o  con t inuous  p re s su re .  They were "dragged 
ou t"  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  and s u b j e c t e d  t o  i n t e n s i v e  and b r u t a l  
q u e s t i o n i n g .  Fu t an  is a  c e n t e r  of s c i e n c e  and e n g i n e e r i n g ,  
and t h e r e f o r e  c o n t a i n e d  a l a r g e  number of f a c u l t y  who 
cou ld  e a s i l y  be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  having a  Western o r i  i on .  



From a c r o s s  China i n  t h e  summer of 1966 came r e p o r t s  of 
purges  and s u i c i d e s .  Among t h e  d i s m i s s a l s  were t h e  
P r e s i d e n t s  o r  Chance l lo r s  of Peking Na t iona l  U n i v e r s i t y  
( P e i t a ) ,  Tsinghua U n i v e r s i t y ,  Wuhan U n i v e r s i t y  and 
o t h e r  major academic c e n t e r s .  

The t e a c h e r s  a t  middle s choo l s  w e r e  a l s o  sub- 
j e c t e d  t o  Red Guard t e r r o r i s m .  A s  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
t e a c h e r s  were r e q u i r e d  t o - a t t e n d  " s t r u g g l e  s e s s i o n s "  
i n  which t h e y  had t o  defend themselves  a g a i n s t  cha rges  
made by Red Guards. I t  was common f o r  t h e  a c c u s e r s  t o  
use  f o r c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  proper  answers.  The 
i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  p r e s s u r e s  upon t h e  accused t 
'be seen  l 
campaigh. r u l r o n n g  me p a t t e r n  used i n  " d a i l i  l i fe"  
s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  a c c u s a t i o n s  were made i n  sma l l  
group meetings.  F requen t ly ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  iiho i n i -  
t i a t e d  t h e  a t t a c k s  were f r i e n d s t  r e l a t i v e s ,  s t u d e n t s , '  
o r  even sqouses  of  t h e  accused. The l o g i c  behind 
t h e s e  a t t a c k s  was s imple ;  knowing t h a t  he  o r  s h e  would 
be i d e n t i f i a b l e  a s  c l o s e l y  connected wi th  t h e  accused ,  
a pe r sona l  f r i e n d  would lead the a t t a c k  i n  o r d e r  t o  de- 
fend h imse l f .  Not t o  do s o  would immediately f o c u s  
a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  f a i l u r e ,  and t h e  pe r sona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
would become s u f f i c i e n t  cause  f o r  a " s t r u g g l e  s e s s i o q Y  
Even though t h o s e  unde ra t t ack  recognized  t h e  r e a s o n  
f o r  t h i s  behavior ,  and indeed were sympathe t ic  t o  i t ,  
they  found t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  b e a t i n g ,  and s p i t t i n g  by 
c l o s e  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  t h e  most t r a u m a t i c  of a l l  
of t h e  i n d i g n i t i e s  t h e y  had t o  s u f f e r .  

A t  bo th  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  and middle s choo l  l e v e l  
t h e  i n i t i a l  response  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  demand 
from t h e i r  l e a d e r s  t hey  a t t a c k  t h e  f a c u l t y  and admihi- 
s t r a t i o n  was one of r e l u c t a n c e .  I n i t i a l l y  t h e y  f e a r e d  
revenge i n  t h e  form of bad marks o r  poor recommendations 
The Red Guard c o r e  group  o r  l o c a l  C u l t u r a l  Reivolution 



Group explatned t o  them, however, t h a t  t o  advance t o  
t h e  next rung on t h e  academic ladder  requi red  a  cpm- 
b ina t ion  of recommendation and s e l e c t i o n .  The p o l i t i c a l  
c r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l e c t i o n ,  i t  was made c l e a r  t o  t h e  s t u -  
den t s ,  would be measured by t h e i r  performance i n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  revolut ion .  Apart from t h i s  motivat ion,  
t h e r e  is considerable  evidence t h a t  many s t u d e n t s  used 
t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  a s  a n  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  revenge themselves f o r  pas t  poor grades 
o r  o the r  exper iences .  

Red Guard rampages were t o  continue with few 
quiescent  pe r iods  f o r  t h e  fol lowing two years .  Attempts 
were made t o  r e t u r n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  the campuses and 
classrooms i n  t h e  s p r i n g , - s u v e r ,  and f a l l  of 1967, but 
iit no time was any r e t u r n  t o  meaningfdeducat ion in -  
tended. The a t t empts  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e i r  - 
classrooms i n  1967 were e s s e n t i a l l y  designed t o  bring 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  under con t ro l .  The most success fu l  e f -  
f o r t  was made i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1967, and by November a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  number of Red Guards had re turned a t  l e a s t  
t o  t h e i r  own l o c a l i t i e s .  However, not  only were many of 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  unwi l l ing  t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  i n t o x i c a t i n g  
independence and p o l i t i c a l  power, but t eachers  were 
f e a r f u l  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  who had only  r e c e n t l y  been I 

empowered t o  t e r r o r i z e  them. S tuden t s  who did  r e t u r n  
t o  school  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  "conduct r evo lu t ion  i n  
t h e  classroomst ' ,  which l ed  t o  more s t r u g g l e  s e s s i o n s  
with t eachers .  The a b i l i t y  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t e r r o r i z e  
t h e  t e a c h e r s  t h i s  t ime,  however, was r e s t r i c t e d  by t h e  
presence of PLA s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  classrooms. 

The a u t h o r i t y  of the  PLA i n  t h e  educat ional  sys-  
tem was e s t a b l i s h e d  by Mao Tse-tung's  l e t t e r  .to Lin P l a o , *  
Chou En- la i ,  and t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  Revolution Group 
of 7 March,1967., i n  which he wrote:  

. . .  The army should g ive  m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  middle schools  and 
h igher  c l a s s e s  of primary schoo l s ,  s t a g e  by s t a g e  
and group by group.. .  

Nevertheless ,  i n  many cases  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  classrooms 



merely tu rned  t h e  campuses and s c h o o l s  i n t o  b a t t l e -  
grounds a s  r i v a l  Red8 Guard t7fac t ions  fough t ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  
f o r  p o l i t i c a l  dominance. To a l l  i n t e n t s  and purposes , .  
Red Guard t e r r o r  cont inued  i n t o  J u l y  1968 when Mao was 
f i n a l l y  convinced t h a t  he  would have t o  s a c r i f i c e  h i s  
Red Guards and r e p l a c e  them w i t h  a  m a r e  r e spons ive  and 
r e l i a b l e  e x t r a - l e g a l  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e :  t h e  Worker- 
Peasant  Mao Tse-tung ' s Thought Propaganda Teams. 

The Reins ta tement  of A u t h o r i t y  

A s e r i e s  of c e n t r a l  d i r e c t i v e s  designed t o  s t o p  
t h e  f i g h t i n g  genera ted  by c o n f l i c t i n g  Red Guard groups 
l e d ,  f i n a l l y ,  t o  t h e  u se  of f o r c e  by t h e  Army. By t h e  
middle of J u l y ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  s e v e r a l  p rovinces  were 
u s i n g  t h e  PLA t o  f o r c e f u l l y  s u p p r e s s  t h e  Red Guards 
and Revolu t ionary  Rebels. The new a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  
Red Guards was a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  i n  p r e s s  r e p o r t i n g .  
Throughout J u l y  and August t h e r e  was cons ide rab le  
emphasis placed on a  quo te  from Mao's 1939 a r t i c l e  
commemorating t h e  20 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  Mqy 4 t h  
Movement : 

How should  we judge whether o r  n o t  a  youth is 
revo lu t iona ry?  How can  w e  t e l l ?  There can be 
on ly  one c r i t e r i o n ,  namely, whether o r  n o t  he 
is w i l l i n g  t o  i n t e g r a t e  h imse l f  wi th  t h e  broad 
masses of workers and p e a s a n t s  and does s o  i n  
p r a c t i c e .  If he is w i l l i n g  t o  do s o  and a c t -  
u a l l y  does s o ,  he is a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ;  o t h e r -  
w i s e  he  is non-revolu t ionary  and counter revolu-  
t i o n a r y  . 
On 27 J u l y  t h e  f i r s t  Worker-Peasant Thought of 

Mao Tse-tung Propaganda Team (hence fo r th  propaganda team) 
a r r i v e d  on t h e  campus of Tsinghua Un ive r s i t y  accompanied 
by s o l d i e r s  of t h e  PLA. On 5 August Mao presen ted  t h i s  
propaganda team w i t h  a  g i f t  of  kaDgWS t h a t  Mao had 
p e r s o n a l l y  r ece ived  a s  a  g i f t  from P a k i s t a n .  T h i s  g i f t  
was desc r ibed  a s  a  "token of t h e  g r e a t e s t  f a i t h  i n ,  and 



a t t e n t i o n ,  s u p p o r t ,  and encouragement t o  t h e  .revolu- 
t i o n a r y  masses from Chairman Mao." Zf t h e r e  was any 
doubt a s  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  r o l e  of t h e  propaganda teams 
and t h e i r  PLA s u p p o r t e r s  i t  should  have been d i s p e l l e d  
by Mao's " i n s t r u d t i o n s "  b roadcas t  on 25 August: 

I n  c a r r y i n g  ou t  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
educa t ion  i t  is e s s e n t i a 1 ' : t o  have working c l a s s  
l e a d e r s h i p ;  it is e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  masses of t h e  
workers  t o  t a k e  p a r t  and i n  coope ra t ion  w i t h  t h e  
l i b e r a t i o n  army f i g h t e r s ,  b r i n g  about  a  revolu-  
t i o n a r y  three- in-one combinat ion,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i s t s  among t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  
and workers i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  who a r e  determined 
t o  c a r r y  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  educa- 
t i o n .  through t o  t h e  end. The workers  propa- 

anda teams should s t a y  permanently i n  t h e  
Echools  (emphasis added) and t a k e  p a r t  i n  
f u l f i l l i n g  a l l  t h e  t a s k s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  of 
s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  and t h e y  w i l l  
a lways l ead  t h e  schools .  I n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  
t h e  s c h o o l s  should be managed by t h e  poor and 
lower middle p e a s a n t s  -- t h e  most r e l i a b l e  
a l l y  of t h e  working c l a s s e s .  

By t h e  end of August,  o r  t h e  middle of September a t  t h e  
l a t e s t ,  e v e r y  major u n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  coun t ry  was under 
t h e  sway of propaganda teams and t h e i r  PLA a l l i e s .  
Propaganda teams were n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  and 
u n i v e r 8 i t i e s ;  t h e y  were empowered t o  Bnter  " a l l  l e a d i n g  
organs  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  l i t e r a r y  and a r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
s c i e n t i f i c  and r e s e a r c h  u n i t s ,  p u b l i s h i n g  houses ,  hos- 
p i t a l s "  e t c .  Mao's i n t e n t i o n  was, and is, t o  t a k e  t h e  
new phase of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  911  formal  
s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  s o c i e t y .  

I .A.  The Worker-Peasant Propaganda Teams 

Yao Wen-yuan, a  member of t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  
Revolu t ion  Group and an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  sou rce  of Mao 
Tse- tung ' s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  publ i shed  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  

I 



P a r t y  j o u r n a l  Red F l a  t h a t  was subsequent ly  reproduced 
i n  t h e  Peking K--$ eview #35) ,  30 August 1968, d e s c r i b i n g  
t h e  r o l e  of t h e  prapaganda teams. E n t i t l e d  "The Work- 
i n g  C l a s s  Must Exe rc i se  Leadersh ip  i n  Everything",  t h e  
a r t i c l e  l a i d  down t h e  b a s i c  form of reform i n  a  f a c t o r y ,  
but which i n  f a c t  a l s o  desc r ibed  t h e  p r o c e s s  a s  i t  was 
t o  t ake  p l a c e  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  , system. 

The s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  a  
f a c t o r y ,  on t h e  whole, goes  through t h e  f o l -  
lowing s t a g e s :  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committee based on t h e  "three-in-one" combin- 
a t i o n ,  mass cr i t ic ism and r e p u d i a t i o n ,  pu r i -  
f y i n g  c l a s s  r a n k s ,  r e c t i f y i n g  t h e  p a r t y  organ- 
i z a t i o n ,  s i m p l i f y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  " 
changing i r r a t i o n a l  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  and , 

"'' sending  people  who work i n  o f f i c e s  t o  g r a s s ?  
r o o t s  l e v e l .  

R e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system,  Yao 
wrote :  

Worker propaganda teams should s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
and i n  a  planned way go t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  mid- 
d l e  s c h o o l s  and pr imary s c h o o l s ,  t o  a l l  a r e a s  
of t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  and d l l - u n i t s  i n  which 
t h e  s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  h a s  n o t  
been c a r r i e d  o u t  w e l l .  

I n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em,  t h e  working c l a s s  was g iven  
\ 

t h e  miss ion  of "remoldingm1 t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  order 
t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  l l t r a d i t i o n a l  i n f luence1 '  of t h e  bourgeo- 
i s i e  i n  " c u l t u r a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  u n i t s .  l1 Thus t h e  
propaganda teams were g iven  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  oversee  
t h e  thought  reform of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ~ , i n c l u d i n g  s t u -  
denta;,and t h e  r e fo rma t ion  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system. 

The s t a t u s  of t h e  Red Guards and t h e i r  f u t u r e  
r o l e  was made undeniably c l e a r  by Madame Mao on 7 Sep - .  
tember i n  h e r  speech a t  a  r a l l y  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  success -  
f u l  fo rmat ion  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees a t  t h e  pro- 
v i n c i a l  l e v e l  throughout  China. H e r  a d d r e s s  was c l e a r l y  
sympathe t ic  t o  t h e  Red Guards and r e f l e c t e d  h e r  concern 
over  t h e  t r ea tmen t  t h e y  were t o  r e c e i v e  a t  t h e  hands of 



t h e  PLA and t h e  propaganda teams: 

We must n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
youth have made tremendous c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  and middle  s t a g e s  of t h e  r evo lu -  
t ion .  

Chiang Chlng con t inued ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  "a sma l l  number" of 
Red Guards had made mis t akes ,  bu t  t h a t  "We have t h e  du ty  
t o  h e l p  them c o r r e c t  t h e s e  mis takes ."  F i n a l l y  s h e  a s k s  
t h e  Red Guards t o  a c c e p t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  working 
c l a s s  a s  commanded by Mao on 27 J u l y .  

The propaganda teams t h a t  e n t e r e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
system i n  t h e  summer of 1968 were organized by t h e  ap- : 
p r o p r i a t e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee. I n  t h e  urban a r e a s  ' '  
f a c t o r i e s  formed t h e  propaganda teams, o r  formed com- 
ponents  of t h e  l a r g e r  teams. I n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  pea- 
s a n t s  were s e l e c t e d  from t h e  communes and p roduc t ion  
b r i g a d e s  t o  form teams. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many of t h e  teams 
had PLA-men a s  members of t h e  team, o r  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
team. Repor t ing  from a c r o s s  China i n d d c a t e s  t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  i n  t h e  propaganda 
teams was performed by t h e  PLA. Report ing on t h e  teams 
does  n o t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e ,  but  i t  ap- 
p e a r s  t h a t  under t h e  command of t h e  PLA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
t h e  team was broken down i n t o  companies, w i t h  each  
company assuming t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r '  
u n i v e r s i t y  department.  I n  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  t h e  l a r g e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t h e r e  appear  t o  have been 
s e v e r a l  propaganda teams w i t h  hundreds of members: 

I 

Once on t h e  campus, t h e  team(s)  r e s t o r e d  o r d e r  
by f o r c i n g  t h e  Red ~ u a r b s  t o  form a l l i a n c e s .  Having 
ach ieved  a  sembTance of o r d e r ,  t h e  team completed 
t h e  f i n a l  purge of t h e  f a c u l t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p a r t y  
s t r u c t u r e  and Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i f  t h e  muni- 
c i p a l  o r  b o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee deemed 
f u r t h e r  purge neces sa ry ,  which i t  o f t e n  d i d ,  I n  
t h e  p r o c e s s  of r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  i n  Canton 's  Chung- 
shan Medical  Co l l ege ,  f o r  example, t h e  propaganda team 
organized  t h e  "dragging out1' of t h e  former P r e s i d e n t  
and F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y o f t h e l  c o l l e g e ' s  P a r t y  Committee. 



The disgrace of Chungshan's President KO Lin occurred 
on 24 August, with 11,000 persons reportedly attending 
his "struggle session." 

\ 
The new authority structure built by the propa- 

ganda teams and their PLA allies was the "Revolutionary 
Committee." The revolutionary committee is a product 
of the cultural revolution. and is designed to take the 
place of the apparatus shattered by the purge. Within 
the educational system, each unit (primary school, 
middle school, college, university, research center 
etc.) will have its own revolutionary committee. The 
three-in-one combination of the forces that structure 
the revolutionary committee in schools is generally 
interpreted to provide for a revolutionary committee 
composed of workers or peasants, "revolutionary" 
teachers and students, and "revolutionary" cadres- 
primarily Party cadres. The essence of the design 
is to integrate the principal functional components 
of the pre-cultural revolution organization into one 
structure. The purpose of the design is to permit 
maximum possible control over the functions of the 
structure. 

It is evident that the building of revolutionary 
committees in the universities is a very difficult pro- 
cess. Tsinghua University in Peking announced the for- 
mation of its revolutionary committee fully six months 
after the propaganda team entered on 27 July 1968. The 
fact that the propaganda team which entered Tsinghua 
was a model team operating under personal mantle 
of Chairman Mao, and that it took six months for even 
this team to form a revolutionary committee, is indi- 
cative of the intensity of the conflict engendered on 
the campus by the cultural revolution. The establish- 
ment of revolutionary committees at the secondary and 
primary school level was not as difficult as their 
creation at the university level, but undoubtedly pro- 
blems existed. 

The formation of revolutionary commlttees,~.however 
was only one technique used by the regime to re-establish 
its control in the educational.~system. The second 
aspect of control introduced a more traditional aspect 



;. r., 

of  Mao Tse-tung.'s p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e :  t h e  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  
of t h e  campaign t o  "bu i ld  a  new s o c i a l i s t  co~n$rys ide ' : !~  
T h i s  involved ,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t r a n s f e r r i n g  m i l l i o n s  of 
s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  communes, s t a t e  farms,  and PLA farms 
and land  r ec l ama t ion  p r o j e c t s .  T h i s  campaign was, and 
is ,  combined w i t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  j o b  a s -  
s ignments  f o r  middle  s choo l  and u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  who 
"graduated" i n  1966,  1967, and 1968 b u t  who, due t o  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  e i t h e r  had no t  been a s s igned  o r  
had t h e i r  ass ignments  d e f e r r e d .  

I n  bo th  of these a c t i o n s  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s e r t  
t h a t  c o n t r o l  was t h e  primary purpose,  b u t  i n  f a c t  t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  dimension was a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  uppermost 
i n  Mao Tse- tung ' s  mind,. T h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  p r e s e n t s  i t-  
s e l f  i n  ana lyz ing  much of t h e  da t a  r e l a t i n g  t o  Mao's 
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  it was a b s o l u t e l y  nece- 
s s a r y  t o  b r i n g  t h e  Red Guards under c o n t r o l  if t h e  r e -  
gime was t o  r e s t o r e  a  semblance of o r d e r  t o  t h e  s t a t e  
and t h e  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  Mao himself  was obv ious ly  i n t e n t  
on us ing  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  t o  proceed w i t h  
h i s  b a s i c  socio-economic reforms.  Among t h e  m o s t  s a l i e n t  
of t h e s e  re forms  is t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  a N e w  Chinese Man, 
and w i t h i n  t h i s  g o a l  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system and its pro- 
d u c t s  p l ay  a  c e n t r a l  r o l e .  The propaganda teams i n  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  system assumed t h e  d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
conduct ing t h e  thought  reform of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and 
a s s u r i n g  t h e  exodus of t h e  s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  from 
t h e  schoo l s  and campuse$. 

B. The Thought Reform of t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l s  

The t r ans fo rma t ion  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ' s  va lue  
s t r u c t u r e  h a s  always been t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t a r g e t  of Mao 
T s e - t u n g ' s , p o l i c i e s  toward t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  The 
t r ans fo rma t ion  o r  remolding of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  dur ing  
t h e  post-Red Guard phase of t he  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
would i n v o l v e ,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  two d i s t i n c t  bu t  re- 
l a t e d  p roces ses :  s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  
s e s s i o n s  and physical l a b o r .  I n  bo th  c a s e s  t h e  " teacher"  
would be t h e  workers  and t h e  peasan t s  who have been 
de f ined  of t e n  enough a s  t h e  "bas ic  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
f o r c e s " ,  bu t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  workers who;are  de f ined  



a s  t h e  " c l a s s  which l e a d s  t h e  r evo lu t ion . "  From t h e  
ve ry  beginning of t h e  c u r r e n t  campaign, however, Mao's 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  have conta ined  t h e  c a v e a t  t h a t  t h e  major- 
i t y  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  can " i n t e g r a t e "  w i t h  t h e  
workers and p e a s a n t s ,  and t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e -  
criticism-transformation s e s s i o n s  t h e  i n t e l l ec tua iks  
must be g iven  "a way ou$.ll The e a r l y  s t a g e s  of 
l ' t ransformat ion" a r e  noted f o r  t h e  a p p a r e n t  neg lec t  
of t h i s  c a v e a t .  

Data from J u l y  and August i n d i c a t e  t h a t  " t r ans -  
format ion" i n  many s c h o o l s  was a  g r i s l y  p roces s .  I t  
is h igh ly  p robab le  t h a t  t h e  p roces s  of  "c leans ing  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ranks"  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees formed 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  propaganda teams was q u i t e  
b r u t a l .  Once t h e  propaganda. teams had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  
new a u t h o r i t y  s t r u c t u r e ,  educa t ion  and t r ans fo rma t ion  
of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  became more r e g u l a r i z e d ;  7 .  

A r e p o r t  from t h e  C e n t r a l  China Normal Col lege 
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  of t r ans fo rming  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y .  The propaganda team organized 
" . . . f rom t o p  t o  b o t t o ~ ,  a  complete r i g i d  system of hold- 
i n g  d i scuss ion -app l i cd t ion  meet ings  on the l i v i n g  s t u d y  
and a p p l i c a t i o n  of Mao Tse- tung ' s  thought . "  Meetings 
were he ld  once eve ry  three days i n  t h e  c l a s s e s ,  once a  
week i n  t h e  depar tments ,  and once a  month i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
c o l l e g e .  The r e d u c t i o n  of t h e  meet ings  . t o  sma l l  group 
d i s c u s s i o n s  fol lowed t h e  now s t a n d a r d  p a t t e r n ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  normal procedure of s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  
"encourage one  ano the r  and educa te  one another"  a s  
well a s  "superv ise  t h e  work of o t h e r s . "  The smal l  group 
s e s s i o n s  would be t h e  most i n t e n s i v e ,  and t h e  " t r ans -  
formation" of an i n d i v i d u a l  would be measured p r i m a r i l y  
by h i s  performance a t  t h e s e  meet ings .  

A r e p o r t  from a worker-PLA propaganda team i n  
t h e  Microbiology I n s t i t u t e  of t h e  Chinese Academy of 
Sc i ences  demons t ra tes  t h e  p e r v a s i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  
t echnique :  

I n  t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  t h e  more p r o g r e s s i v e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  were g iven  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  
demonbtrate t h e i r  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  o r d e r  t o  
encourage and l ead  o t h e r s  t o  advance. 



The r e s u l t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s ,  and undoubtedly 
most o t h e r s ,  was t h a t  some of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  and re- 
s e a r c h  pe r sonne l  expressed  t h e  " d e s i r e  t o  be c r i t i c i z e d  
and r e p u d i a t e d  by t h e  masses s o  t h e y  can t ransform 
themselves.  l1 O t h e r s  "asked" t o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  counfyy- 
s i d e  t o  engage i n  p h y s i c a l  l abor .  The u l t i m a t e  demon- 
s t r a t i o n  of l o y a l t y  t o  Mao would, of cou r se ,  be t h e  de- 
s i re  t o  go t o  t h e  coun t rys ide  and p h y s i c a l l y  " in t eg ra t e "  
w i t h  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  o r  t o  go t o  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  t o  " in teg-  
r a t e "  w i th  t h e  workers.  The p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  
thought reform s e s s i o n s  would soon r ecogn ize  tha t .  one of 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  propaganda teams was t o  
mob i l i ze  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  -- t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  and 
s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  pe r sonne l  .-- t o  "go t o  t h e  
r u r a l  and mountain a r e a s ,  hnd go tomake r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
p l a c e s  where t h e  motherland needs them most and l i v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  most d i f f i c u l t . "  Recognizing t h i s ,  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  tfie o l d e r ,  more p o l i t i c i z e d  
f a c u l t y  members and r e s e a r c h e r s ,  would undoubtedly 
a c c e p t  t h e i r  f a t e  and urge  t h a t  t h e y  be s e n t  o u t .  

The d e p o r t a t i o n  of s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and o t h e r  
members of t h e  :Yn'telligsn t s i a  was p a r t  O f  a- grander  
scheme i n  which a l l  a d u l t s  n o t  f u l l y  employed i n  t h e  
urban a r e a s  were t o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  i n -  
c l u d i n g  t h e  f a m i l i e s  of t h o s e  no t  f u l l y  employed. 
Also s e n t  were many P a r t y  and government c a d r e s  who 
had been removed from o f f i c e  a s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  P a r t y  and government were "stream- 
l i ned . "  By t h e  middle  of March a n  e s t i m a t e d  20 m i l -  
l i o n  pe r spns  had been removed from t h e  urban a r e a s  
and s e n t  t o  t h e  coun t rys ide .  

C.. The Exodus 

I t  is v e r y  neces sa ry  f o r  educa ted  young 
people  t o  go  t o  t h e  coun t rys ide  t o  be re- 
educa ted  by t h e  poor and lower-middle 
p e a s a n t s . .  Cadres  and o t h e r  c i t y  people  
should  be persuaded t o  send t h e i r  s o n s  
and daugh te r s  who have f i n i s h e d  j u n i o r  
o r  s e n i o r  middle  s c h o o l ,  c o l l e g e  o r  
u n i v e r s i t y  t o  t h e  coun t rys ide .  Let . ' s  



mobi l ize .  Comrades throughout  t h e  
coun t ry  should welcome them. 

Mao Tse-tung 

Once a g a i n ,  t h e  Chinese s t u d e n t  was ordered  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  s choo l  and u n i v e r s i t y  campus, and h i s  home, 
t o  seek  i d e o l o g i c a l  t r ans fo rma t ion  through manual l a b o r  
and a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  peasant  and worker. P a r e n t s  
were t o l d  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t h e  p rope r ty  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  and people ,  aad were urged t o  welcome t h e  o ~ o r k u n i t y  
g iven  t o  t h e i r  s o n s  and daugh te r s  t o  demonstrate  t h e i r  
w o r t h i n e s s ,  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  become genuine "revolu- 
t i o n a r y  succes so r s . "  P r e s s  r e p o r t i n g ,  however, a s  e a r l y  
a s  June  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were o b j e c t i n g  t o  
thendemands made upon them. Neve r the l e s s ,  NCNA on 29 ) 

June  r e p o r t e d  t h a t l V t h o u s a n d s  upon thousands" of s t u -  
d e n t s  were l eav ing  Peking and o t h e r  c i t i e s ,  i nc lud ing  
Red Guards who were c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  t h e  Itpa t hbreakersw " 
i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h i s  exodus was dep ic t ed  
a s  demonstrat ing t h e i r  l o y a l t y  t o  Mao Tse-tung and h i s  
thought .  , 

P a r a l l e l  t o ,  and complementing, t h e  s t r u g g l e -  
c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  p o l i c y  and t h e  campaign t o  
send t h e  s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  
was t h e  assignment of j o b s  t o  t h e  secondary and univer-  
s i t y  l e v e l  g radua te s .  The o r d e r  of assignment was e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  by t h e  year  of  gra,duation.  The f i r s t  Do be 
a s s igned  were t h e  g r a d u a t e s  of 1966, fo l lowing  wh,ich t h e  
" g r a d u a t e s W ~ o f  1967 and 1968 were as s igned .  Peking 
decided t h a t ,  even though t h e  s c h o o l s  had been e s s e n t i a -  
l l y  c lo sed  s i n c e  1966 t h e  s t u d e n t s  who should have 
graduatbd i n  1967 and 1968 would be gradua ted  r ega rd -  
less of t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  complete t h e i r ,  course  work. 

I 

The b a s i c  p a t t e r n  of ass ignments  was t h a t  graMuates\  
from s c i e n t i f i c  and o t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  and eng*neering 
c o u r s e s  would be a s s igned  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  pos i -  
t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  f i e l d s .  For t h e  most p a r t ,  a l l  
o t h e r  g radua te s  were a s s igned  t o  fa rms ,  f a c t o r i e s  and 
o t h e r  l a b o r i n g  p o s i t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many s t u d e n t s  
were t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e i ~  ass ignments  and then  be s e n t  
t o  a  farm o r  f a c t o r y  f o r  s i x  months t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  
manual l abo r .  



Two b a s i c  c a t e g o r i e s  of u n i v e r s i t y  g radua te s  were 
a p p a r e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  assignment 
of s t u d e n t s :  g r a d u a t e s  i n  t h e  hard s c i e n c e s  and o t h e r  
fields t h a t  would r e l a t e  t o  c r i t i c a l  a r e a s  of n a t i o n a l  
de fense  and i n d u s t r i a l  development, and g r a d u a t e s  i n  
o t h e r ,  less c r i t i c a l  f i e l d g .  A r e p o r t  from Wuhan 
s t a t e s  t h a t  g r a d u a t e s  from Wuhan's t e c h n i c a l  c o l l e g e s  
were s e n t  t o  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  wh i l e  g r a d u a t e s  from o t h e r  
c o l l e g e s  were being s e n t  t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  I n  Novem- 
ber  1968, a  g r a d u a t e  from Tsinghua U n i v e r s i t y  observed 
t h a t  because Tsinghua whs a  s choo l  of eng inee r ing ,  most 
of its g r a d u a t e s  were a s s igned  t o  f a c t o r i e s .  Very f e y ,  
he  r e p o r t e d ,  w e r e  being s e n t  t o  l a r g e  urban a r e a s  such 
a s  Peking o r  Shanghai ,  and most were be ing  ass igned  t o  
f a c t o r i e s  i n  s m a l l  towns i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  An 
r e p o r t  I * L  

I 
I 

s t a t e s  t n a t  e l g h t  g r a d u a t e s  from 
e n s s i n  u n i v e r s i t y ,  ku tan  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Wuhan U n i v e r s i t y ,  

Peking U n i v e r s i t y ,  and K i r i n  U n i v e r s i t y  were ass igned  
t o  t h i s  i n s t i t u t e ,  and a l l  of them'were g radua te s  i n  
f i e l d s  of  chemis t ry  o r  b io logy .  The sou rce  

ldescr ibed  h i s  p a r t  
' f u n c t i o n  as " t o  t a c k l e  t e c h n i c a l  r e fo rm 'and  c r e a t e  ma- 
c h i n e s  t o  r e p l a c e  human I abor .  " 

The r e p o r t i n g ,  however, is n o t d e f i n i t e  enough 
t o  permi t  a  c a t e g o r i c a l  s t a t emen t  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  
w i th  s p e c i f i c  se ts  of c r i t i c a l  s k i l l s  were g iven  
a p p r o p r i a t e  ass ignments .  Some g r a d u a t e s  r e p o r t  t h a t  
a f t &  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e i r  p o s t s ,  t h e y  were ass igned  t o  
mahual l a b o r .  A ~ h y s i c s  major from Futan  Un ive r s i t y  
was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  Shanghai M e t a l l u r g i c a l  Bureau, bu t  
f i r s t  he  had t o  go t o  t h e  Nanking a r e a  , f o r  s i x  months 
manual l a b o r .  A 1967 "graduate" ffcom Nanking Univer- 
s i t y  s a i d  t h a t  eve ry  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e  must r e p o r t  t o  
h i s  s k i l l  ass ignment  and then  go f o r  one year  t o  a  
farm or f a c t o r y  f o r  manual labor. A Peking U n i v e r s i t y  
g radua te  who had been ass igned  t o  t h e  "Geological  
Headquar te rs  of C o a l f i e l d s  i n  Hunan and Kiangsi"  t o  
work w i t h  a  d r i l l i n g  machine wrote  t h a t  a l l  g r a d u a t e s  
were t o  undergo two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  manual l a b o r  p r i o r  
t o  t h e i r  s k i l l  assignment.  



The o v e r a l l  impress ion  from t h e  s o u r c e s  is  t h a t  
t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of u n i v e r s i t y  g radua te s  were being s e n t  
t o  perform manual l a b o r ,  even though a  l a r g e  number may 
be r e c e i v i p g  ass ignments  t h a t  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e  t o  
t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r . a r e a s  of e x p e r t i s e .  I t  is no t  c l e a r ,  
however, how many u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e s  w i l l  be a s s igned  
s k i l l  r e l a t e d  ass ignments  fo l lowing  t h e i r  t o u r  a s  l a b o r e r s .  
Many w i l l  probably never  be g iven  r o l e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  
p a r t i c u l a r  t r a i n i n g .  

Middle s choo l  g r a d u a t e s  appear  t o  have been 
a s s igned  wholesale  t o  t h e  coun t rys ide  and f a c t o r i e s  
t o  perform manual l a b o r ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of some 
20%-25% of  t h e  j u n i o r  middle s choo l  g radua te s  who have 

,been pe rmi t t ed  t o  con t inue  t h e i r  educa t ion .  Among t h e  
'm idd le  s choo l  g r a d u a t e s  t h e r e  is t h e  d i s t i n c t  impress ion  
t h a t  t h e y  have been s e n t  t o  t h e  coun t rys ide  t o  set t le  
t h e r e  permanently.  Such a  v a s t  exodus of youth from 
t h e  urban a r e a s  h'as no t  been wi thout  cons ide rab le  
o b j e c t i o n  from t h e  p a r e n t s  and t h e  s t u d e n t s .  Repor t s  
from Canton d e s c r i b e  mothers  hanging onto  t h e  t r u c k s  
a s  t h e i r  sons  and daugh te r s  a r e  herded i n t o  t h e  
coun t rys ide .  A Cantonese s t u d e n t  i n  October 1968 
writes t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  v e r y  confused. He corn- 
p l a i n s  t h a t  Mao has  o rde red  them t o  go t o  t h e  count ry-  
s i d e  t o  be re-educated because t h e y  were educated under  
t h e  "bourgeois  r e v i s i o n i s t "  system of educa t ion .  
"However, he  has  never  g iven  even t h e  s l i g h t e s t  thought  
t o  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  made by u s  du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  A letter from a  Kunming 
s t u d e n t  w r i t t e n  on 8 January  1969 r e f l e c t s  a n o t h e r  
common r e a c t i o n  t o  Mao's i n s t r u c t i o n s .  H e  writes 
t h a t  30,000 s t u d e n t s  from Kunming's middle s c h o o l s  
a r e  t o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  of Yunnan: 

4 

To go down t o  a  v i l l a g e  and s e t t l e  t h e r e  means 
t h a t  I w i l l  have t o  l i v e  t h e  l i f e  of a  yokel  
f o r  t h e  rest of my l i f e .  My God, what a  m i s -  
e r a b l e  and hope le s s  s i t u a t i o n .  The more I 
t h i n k  about  my f u t u r e ,  t h e  more despondent 
I become. 

I t  is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  unders tand t h e  " i n s t r u c t i o n "  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e  coun t rys ide  t o  mean j u s t  
t h a t .  



The s t u d e n t s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  powerless  t o  re- 
sist t h e i r  d e p o r t a t i o n ,  bu t  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  form of 
avoid ing  assignment is q u i t e  common. A t y p i c a l  r e p o r t  
comes from a g radua te  of t h e  Shanghai Col lege  of Chinese 
Medicine who r eques t ed  t h a t  h i s  assignment be changed. 
H e  was charged by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i th  "bourgeois" 
t h i n k i n g ,  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  permi t  was c a n c e l l e d ,  and h i s  
food r a t i o n  coupons were withdrawn. Furthermore,  he  
was informed t h a t  h i s  s t a t u s  a s  a c o l l e g e  g radua te  had 
been c a n c e l l e d  and t h a t  he would never  be employed by 
t h e  s t a t e  i n  any manner i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The s t u d e n t  
comments: " In  f a c t ,  I have been g iven  a dea th  sen-  
tence .  " 

R e p y t s  from Canton d e s c r i b e  l a r g e  numbers of 
s t u d e n t s  who have gone i n t o  h i d i n g  t o  avoid d e p ~ r t a t i o n ' . ~ '  
A s  t h e i r  r a t i o n  c a r d s  a r e  cance l l ed  when they  a r e  
a s s i g n e d ,  they have t o  sneak o u t  a t  n i g h t  t o  t h e  s u r -  
rounding i l l a g e s  t o  buy blackmarket food. The Workers u, Provos t  Co p s ,  a p a r a a l i t a r y  p o l i c e  f o r c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
by t h e  Canton Municipal  Revolu t ionary  Committee and 
suppor ted  by t h e  PLA, was conduct ing r a i d s  i n  t h e  c i t y  
t o  a r r e s t  t h e s e  d i s s i d e n t s .  Other  r e p o r t i n g  d e s c r i b e s  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Groups formed i n  a l l  c i t y  and f a c t o r y  
u n i t s ,  and a l l  neighborhood a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  Canton. 
The I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Groups a r e  charged wi th  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i n g  t h e i r  pa ren t  u n i t ,  and t h e  f a m i l i e s  of m e m b e r s  
of t h e  u n i t ,  t o  de te rmine  who s b u l d  be s e n t  t o  per -  
form m n u a l  l a b o r  and ,  v e r y  l i k e l y ,  t o  a s c e r t a i n  
t h a t  such people  have i n  f a c t  gone. 

Communes have p r o t e s t e d  t h e  i n f l u x  of s t u d e n t s ,  
t e a c h e r s ,  and o t h e r  urban d w e l l e r s  and complain that. . 
t h e i r  food s u p p l i e s  a r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  f eed  t h e  new- 
comers. Commune a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  a l s o  d i s t u r b e d  by t h e  
i n f l u x  of u n s k i l l e d  and angry  s t u d e n t s  who have become 
a sou rce  of f r i c t i o n :  S t u d e n t s  were f r e q u e n t l y  phy- 
s i c a l l y  i ncapab le  of  performing a hard  d a y ' s  work, 
and o f t e n  went on "go slow" s t r i k e s  o r  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
broke t h e i r  implements. T h i s  combination of a t t i t u d e s  
and a t t e m p t s  t o , d i s r u p t  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  of t h e  commune 
l e d  t o  f r equen t  f i g h t s  between t h e  p e a s a n t s  and t h e  
s tudents . '  



The degree of r e s i s t a n c e  from t h e  p a r e n t s ,  a,t 
l e a s t  i n  a t t i t u d e ,  t o  t h e  depor ta t ion  of t h e i r  sons and 
daughters  can be seen i n  t h e  campaign t o  muster t h e i r  
support .  P a r e n t s  became t h e  t a r g e t  i n  l a t e  1988 of 
propaganda teams urging them t o  "educate" t h e i r  ch i ld -  
r e n  and t o  exp la in  t o  them t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of contr ibu-  
t i n g  t o  the "bui ld ing  of a  new s o c i a l i s t  countryside."  
The Tsiqgtao Municipal Revolutionary Committee i n  Shan- 
tung Province on 14 February 1969 broadcast  a  "Comfort 
Let ter t '  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  thanking them f o r  t ak ing  "the 
lead Qn sending your own ch i ld ren  t o  t h e  cbuntryside."  
The broadcast announced f h e  dec i s ion  of t h e  revolu- 
t i o n a r y  committee t o  mobil ize more youth, and urged t h e  
pa ren t s  of those s t u d e n t s  who had a l ready  gone t o  
"educate" o the r  p a r e n t s  whose:children had ye t  t o  go. 

\ > % 1  

Educational Reform 
I 

On 8 August 1966, t h e t 1 6  Points f '  of 'the Great 
P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  Revolution were adopted by t h e  
Centra l  Committee of t h e  Chinese Communist Par ty .  The 
10th  Point  was concerned w i t h  educat ional  reform: 

In t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  revolu-  
t i o n  a  most important t a s k  is t o  t ransform 
the  o ld  educa t iona l  system and methods tbt 
teaching.  

In  t h i s  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  t h e  pheno- 
menon of our schoo l s  being dominated by bour- 
geo i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  m u s t  be completely changed. 

I 

I n  every kind of school  we must apply 
thoroughly t h e  po l i cy  advanced by comrade 
Mao Tse-tung, of educat ion se rv ing  prole-  
t a r i a n  p o l i t i c s  and educat ion being com- 
bined with productive labor  s o  a s  t o  enable 
those rece iv ing  an  educat ion t o  develop 
moral ly,  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  and phys ica l ly  and 
t o  become l a b o r e r s  with a  s o c i a l i s t  con- 
sc iousness  and c u l t u r e .  



The period of schooling should be s h o r t -  
ened. Courses should be fewer and b e t t e r .  
The teaching m a t e r i a l  shouId be thoroughly 
transformed, i n  some c a s e s  beginning with 
s impl i fy ing complicated mate r i a l .  While 
t h e i r  main t a s k  is t o  s tudy ,  s tuden t s  should 
a l s o  l e a r n  o the r  th ings .  That is t o  say ,  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  they should 
a l s o  l e a r n  i n d u s t r i a l  work, farming and 
m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s ,  and t ake  p a r t  i n  t h e  
s t r u g g l e s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion  a s  they 
occur t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  bourgeoisie.  

This  "Pointv l a y s  o u t  q u i t e  s u c c i n c t l y  Mao's bas ic  
a t t i t u d e s  toyard educa t iona l  reform: c , 

a )  Destroy t h e  dominance of Western t r a i n e d  o r  
o r i en ted  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  . ' 

b) Combine formal educat ion w i t h  phys ica l  labor .  

c )  Shorten t h e  period of formal education. 

d )  Combine academic t r a i n i n g  with a c t u a l  work 
experience.  

I n  January 1967 these  b a s i c  views were expanded 
through t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a "Discussion Draft"  of 
t h e  "Views of t h e  Cen t ra l  Government on Reformation of 
t h e  Educational System."* This  lengthy document con- 
sists of twenty-one s e c t i o n s  and lists f i f t y - t h r e e  
proposals .  The proposals  i n d i c a t e  t h e  genera l  t r end  
of reform and c o r r e l a t e  h igh ly  with t h e  experiments now 
being conducted. The document lists twelve b a s i c  pro- 
posa 1s : 

$The a c t u a l  o r i g i n  of t h i s  document is unknown, but  its 
cor re la t . ion  with c u r r e n t  educa t iona l  reforms i n d i c a t e s  
a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  source. 



1 )  Enrol lment  i n  a l l  s c h o o l s  should  be based 
upon "recommendation and s e l e c t i o n " ,  w i th  
pr imary emphasis on e n r o l l i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
of workers ,  p e a s a n t s  and s o l d i e r s .  F u r t h e r -  
more, f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e s e  c h i l -  
dren 'should be expanded and inc reased .  

2 )  Academic terms should be reduced. Primary 
s c h o o l s  should  be reduced from s i x  t o  f i v e  
y e a r s ;  m%ddle schoo l  from s i x ' t o  f o u r  or 
f i v e  y e a r s ;  u n i v e r s i t y .  l e v e l  i n s t i t u t ' i o n s  
should  reduce  t h e i r  c o u r s e s  t o  two t o  f o u r  
yea r s .  

3)' Examinations should be a b o l i s h e d  a l o n g  wi th  
g radua te  t h e s e s .  Academic r e s u l t s  should  be 
determined by group d i s c u s s i o n .  

4)  Half-work, ha l f - s tudy  programs should  be 
expanded q u i c k l y ,  u t i l i z i n g  a  > p o l i c y  of one 
yea r  of exper imenta t ion  and two y e a r s  of 
expansion.  A l l  s c h o o l s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  
should  be on a half-work, h a l f - s t u d y  b a s i s .  
Schools  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  should  be e s t a b l i s h e d  
w i t h i n  f a c t o r y  premiseq, o r  moved t o  t h e  
f r o n t i e r  p rovinces .  Urban u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 
c o l l e g e s  should  be moved t o  t h e  farming v i l -  
l a g e s  and PLA farms. F a c u l t i e s  of a r t s  should  
be moved t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  f i r s t .  

5) Supe rv i s ion  of t h e  s c h o o l s  should  be under 
t h e  P a r t y .  S t u d e n t s  should  be organized  i n t o  
squads ,  p l a t o o n s ,  and companies on a  m i l i t a r y  
model. Following t h i s  model, t h e  s t u d e n t  
u n i t s  should  have a  p o l i t i c a l  comissar  a t -  
t ached  t o  them. Admin i s t r a t i on  of t h e  s c h o o l s  
should  be through committees composed o r  r ep re -  
s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  under 
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  P a r t y  branch. 

6) Educa t iona l  f e e s  and expenses  should  be 
h ighe r  i n  urban a r e a s  khan r u r a l  a r e a s ,  more 



i n  f u l l - t i m e  than* ha l f - t ime  s c h o o l s ,  and 
h i g h e r  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h i g h e r  educa t ion  
t h a n  i n  g e n e r a l  schools .  

7)  F a c u l t i e s  of s c i e n c e  and eng inee r ing  should 
be merged. 

8) Academic t i t l e s  should be abo l i shed .  

9) D i s t i n c t i o n s  between major and minor i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s  should  be a b o l i s h e d ,  and  t h e  spec i a l  
p r i v e l e g e s  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  more impor tan t  
s c h o o l s  t aken  away, a long  w i t h  the  app6la-  
t i o n s  "1st Class1' and "2nd C las s .  " 

10)' Vaca t ions  a s  such should be a b o l i s h e d ,  and 
t h e  academic yea r  s t r u c t u r e d  s o  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  
w i l l  be f r e e  du r ing  t h e  busy farming seasons.  

11) While s t u d e n t s  a r e  i n - m i d d l e  s c h o o l s ,  they  
must go t o  t h e  farms o r  f a c t o r i e s ,  o r  j o i n  
t h e  PLA f o r  one yea r  of t r a i n i n g .  

12)  S t u d e n t s  should no longe r  be pe rmi t t ed  t o  
s t a t e  t h e i r  pe r sona l  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  j o b  ass ignments .  

Although t h i s  d r a f t  c o n t a i n s  a  broad set of pro- 
p o s a l s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  no  s p e c i f i c  p roposa l s  
f o r  cur r icu lum reform nor  a r e  t h e r e  any c o n c r e t e  sug- 
g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t ime between fo rma l  aca-  
demic s t u d i e s  and work exper ience .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  
document does  demonstrate  t h e  b a s i c  t h r u s t  of reform 
g o a l s  which is t o  reduce  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of t h e  c r ea -  
t i o n  of an  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  d ivorced  from t h e  g o a l s  
espoused by Mao as he s e e k s  t o  c r e a t e  h i s  own p a r t i c u l a r  

*The r e c o p e n d a t i o n s  of 4)  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  system w i l l  be modified on t h e  half-work, 
ha l f - s tudy  model, bu t  t h e  half-work, h a l f - s t u d y  system 
w i l l  a l s o  be r e t a i n e d .  The d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  sys-  
tems will probably  be b l u r r e d ,  bu t  t h e y  w i l l  have s e p a r a t e  
func t ions .  



u t o p i a .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  Mao would l i k e  t o  use  t h e  educa- 
t i o n a l  system t o  n e u t r a l i z e ,  i f  n o t  e r a d i c a t e  e n t i r e l y ,  
t h e  v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  s e l f - p e r c e p t i o n  
of a n  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  be ing  a  member of a  p a r t i c u l a r  e l i t e ,  
and ,  fu r the rmore ,  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  l ead  
o t h e r s  t o  view a n  educated man a s  ' a. member of an e l i te .  
Within t h e  Chinese c u l t u r e ,  t h i s  l a t t e r  goa l c  w i l l  be 
a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  ach ieve  a s  t h e  former g o a l  of changing 
s e l f  -percept  i o n s .  

A .  Educa t iona l  Reform: Higher Educat ion 

Mao's a t t i t u d e  toward un ive r s ; i t y  l e v e l  educa t ion  
was most r e c e n t l y  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  d i r e c t i v e  of J u l y  1968: 

1 i 

I t  is still necessary  t o  have u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
h e r e  I r e f e r  m a i l l y  t o  c o l l e g e s  of s c i e n c e '  
and eng inee r ing .  However, it is e s s e n t i a l  
t o  s h o r t e n  t h e  l e n g t h  of s c h o o l i n g ,  revolu-  
t i o n i z e  educa t ion ,  pu t  p r o l e t a r i a n  p o l i t i c s  
i n  command, and t a k e  t h e  road of t h e  Shang- 
h a i  Machine Tool P l a n t  i n  t r a i r l i n g  t echn i -  
c i a n s  from among t h e  workers  and peasan t s  
w i t h  p r a c t i c a l  exper ience  and they  should 
r e t u r n  t o  product ion  a f t e r  a  few y e a r s  
s t u d y *  

Thus f a r  w e  have on ly  two examples of exper imenta t ion  
i n  h ighe r  educa t ion :  Tungchi U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Shanghai,  
and t h e  Shanghai Machine Tool  P l a n t ' s  "Worker Univer- 
s i t y . "  Both experiments  have been used a s  examples 
by t h e  regime,, and it is q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  t hey  a r e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  f u t u r e  shape of  China ' s  s c i e n t i -  
f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  We s h a l l  first d i s c u s s  
t h e  "un ive r s i t y"  model and t h e n  t h e  " fac tory"  model. 

Tungchi u n i v e r s i t y :  The U n i v e r s i t y  Model 

Peking r a d i o  on 2 November 1967 broadcast  t h e  
p l a n s  f o r  Tungchi ' s  experiment i n  hkgher educa t ion .  
The name of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  was changed t o  t h e  "7 May 
Commune" i n  honor of Mao Tse- tung ' s  d i r e c t i v e  of 7 May 



1966, i n  which he s a i d :  

While t h e i r  [ t h e  s tuden t s , ]  main t a s k  is 
t o  s t u d y ,  t h e y  should  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  
s t u d i e s ,  l e a r n  o t h e r  t h i n g s ;  t h a t  is, in -  
d u s t r i a l  W O I ? ~ ,  farming and m i l i t a r y  
a f f a i r s .  

Tungchi U n i v e r s i t y  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  Grermag foundat ion ,  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1907. Under t h e  communists it became a  
plajor c e n t e r  of c i v i l  eng inee r ing .  On 1 June  1.967, 
Tungchi e s t a b l i s h e d  a  r e v d l u t i o n a r y  committee composed 
of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  militia,r~trevolutiona~ytt 
c a d r e s ,  and " revolu t ionary"  s t u d e n t s ,  The 2  Novem- 
b e r  b r o a d ~ a s t ~ d e s c r i b e d  Tungchi ' s  p l a n s  a s  a  t e n t a -  
t i v e  program combining academic and p r a c t i c a l  work, 
,and t h e  "experience ga ined  dur ing  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
educa t ion  i n  1958. " ,' 

The "plan" f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  commune was de- 
s igned  around a  f u n c t i o n a l  e n t i t y  composed of t h e  un iver -  
s i t y  ( e d u c a t i o n ) ,  t h e  Shanghai Municipal Bui ld ing  
Cons t ruc t ion  Bureau (product ion)  and t h e  E a s t  China 
I n d u s t r i a l  Designband Research I n s t i t u t e  ( r e s e a r c h  and 
des ign ) .  'The i n i t i h l  members of t h e  commune were r e l  
,ported a s  220 t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  from Tungchi, 30 
d e s i g n e r s  from t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  and t h r e e  eng inee r ing  . 
teams of 900 men from t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  bureau. The 
commune was governed by two three-way a l l i a n c e s :  t h e  
f i r s t ,  and probably  t h e  most dominant, was a n  a l l i a n c e  
of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d i n g  cadres"  (probably  P a r t y  and 
government c a d r e s ) ,  l e a d e r s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i m a r y  masees ' 

(Red Guards) ,  and "mili t ia-men." The second three-way 
a l l i a n c e  was composed of e d u c a t i o n a l ,  de s ign ing ,  and 
c o h s t r u c t i o n  personnel .  The f i r s t  a l l i a n c e  was pro- 
bably r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  and ove r see ing  t h e  
commune, wh i l e  t h e  l a t t e r  was probably r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
conduct ing educa t ion .  

The academic depar tments  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  were 
a b o l i s h e d ,  and i n  t h e i r  p l ace  a  number of  "Spec ia l  
Committees" were e s t a b l i s h e d .  Each of t h e s e  committees 
was composed of 'members o f t l i e u n i v e r s i t y ,  and members 
of t h e  p roduc t ion  and. i 'design ' .uni ts  forming t h e  ~commurre .. 



Within each committee t h e r e  were a  number of " t u i t i o n  
c l a s s e s , "  each conta in ing t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  workers,  
and engineers ,  a l l  of whom were organized i n t o  " m i l i t a r y  
teams." A t  each l e v e l  of t h e  commune, t h e  plan c a l l e d  
f o r  a " P o l i t i c a l  Work DepartmentTV wi th in  each Spec ia l  
Committee' t h e r e  was t o  b e . a  " p o l i t i c a l  instructor ' , ' :  and 
i n  every t u i t i o n  c l a s s  t h e r e  was t o  be a  " p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r . "  

Although t h e  commune was designed t o  a ssure  con- 
t r o l  by the  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  organiza- 
t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  curriculum reform 
discussed was desc r ib ing  a  program less p o l i t i c a l l y  
o r i en ted  than o the r  data have l e d  us  t o  a n t i c i p a t e .  
The l e n g t h &  schooling was reduced from f i v e  o r  s i x  
yea r s  t o  t h r e e  yea r s ,  and t h e  prel iminary d iscuss ion  -.:- 

' o f  t h e  reforms duly empha.sized Mao's w r i t i n g s  and 
m i l i t i a  t r a i n i n g .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  new curr iculum, 
however, demonstrated a  somewhat a p o l i t i c a l  content .  
The p lan  s t a t e d  t h a t  "academic courses  w i l l  be devoted 
more and more t o  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t u d i e s  from year t o  year  
i n  a  p ropor t iona l ly  progress ive  manner." The p lan  
ou t l ined  t h e  fol lowing t h r e e  year schedule: 
1st Year. i 

" E a c h  s tuden t  should devote h i s  t i m e  t o  bui ld ing  
and cons t ruc t ion . "  

= ; U n d e r  t h e  guidance of t e c h n i c a l  personnel  o r  
t eachers  concerned, he should devote two t h i r d s  
of h i s  t i m e  t o  mastering b a s i c  knowledge about 
designing through p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p r a c t i c a l  
designing work." 

3kd Year. 
The s tuden t  "should s t r eng then  t h e  s tudy of 
s p e c i a l  courses  s e l e c t i v e l y ,  while devoting p a r t  
of h i s  t i m e  t o  product ive  labor.  " 

I n  implementing t h i s  debign, t h e  commune e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r e e  
experimental c e n t e r s  a t t ached  t o  cons t ruc t ion  s i tes ,  each 
with two c l a s s e s  of more than t h i r t y  t eachers  and s tuden t s .  
On each of t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ' s i t e s  being used a s  "experi- 
mental points"  t h e r e  was one engineer ing  team composed of 
about t h r e e  hundred production workers and some des igners .  



Summary 

Tungchi U n i v e r s i t y ,  a s  t h e  "7  May C o m m ~ n e , ~ ~  combines 
a l l  of t h e  b a s i c  e lements  of Mao's educa t iona l  r e v o l u t i o n  
wh i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  its planned three-year  cur r icu lum 
d e s c r i b e s  an a c c e p t a b l e  program f o r  producing narrowly 
t r a i n e d  c i v i l  eng inee r s .  To t h i s  somewhat voca t ion-or ien ted  
t r a i n i n g  has  t o  be added t h e  presence  of t h e  Eas t  China 
Design.and Research I n s t i t u t e  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  sou rce  of post-  
g radua te  t r a i n i n g .  The p l a n  f o r  t h e  commune c a l l e d  f o r  
p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more t h e o r e t i c a l  work i n  each yea r ,  and i n  
t h e  t h i r d  yea r  a  s t u d e n t  cou ld  s e l e c t  cou r ses .  I t  is, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  s t u d e n t  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
new Tungchi could  i n  f a c t  o b t a i n  . e f f e c t i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  \ 

t h e - s p e c i a l t i e s  t h a t  make up t h e  t r a i n i n g  of a  c i v i l  eng inee r .  

The c o n t r o l  appa ra tus ,  composed of t h e  three-way 
a l l i a n c e s ,  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Departments, and t h e  p o l i t i -  
c a l  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  commissars, and o f f i c e r s ,  r e f l e c t s  t h e  
t r a d i t d o n a l  whtch-dog syBtem' t h a t  was. p a r t  and p a r c e l  of 
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system p r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o I u t i o n .  . 
The e f f e c t  of t h i s  appa ra tus  on t h e  p roces s  and c o n t e n t  of 
e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  be determined by t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which p o l i t i -  
c a l  t r a i n i n g  is i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s t  d a i l y  s chedu le .  
I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  combinat ion of an abb rev ia t ed  
cu r r i cu lum,  p h y s i c a l  l a b o r ,  Mao-think sess ions. ,  small-group 
" d a i l y  !Lifet1 d i s c u s s i o n s ,  and m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  w i I l  e f -  
f e c t i v e l y  narrow t h e  s t u d e n t s 1  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  t h e  b a r e  
e s s e n t i a l s  of a  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r ,  o r  any o t h e r  f i e l d  of . d 

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime i t  is impossible  t o  
judge w h e t h e r  o r  no t  unduly emphasized p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  
w i l l  undercut  even t h e  t r u n c a t e d  program prepared by 
Tungchi ' s  commune. The formula p re sen ted ,  however, con- 
t a i n s  t h e  e s sence  of Mao's reform g o a l s )  but  implementation 
of t h e  p o l i c i e s  w i l l  be t h e  f i n a l  test of t h e  new system.  



The Shanghai Machine Tool  P l a n t :  The Fac to ry  Model 

Although Tungch i ' s  commune was t o u t e d  a s  a  n a t i o n a l  
model a s  l a t e  a s  September 1968, Mao's J u l y  d i r e c t i v e  on 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s  of s c i e n c e  and e n g i n e e r i n g  r e f e r r e d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  Shanghai Machine Tool P l a n t .  Thus t h i s  
f a c t o r y  became ano the r  n a t i o n a l  model. 

The " i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t u  b roadcas t  from Shanghai 
on 22 J u l y  d i s c u s s e d  a t  some l e n g t h  t h i s  p l a n t ' s  
expe r i ence  w i t h  both c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s  and t e c h n i c i a n s  
"promoted .from among t h e  ranks  of t h e  workers." Fol lowing 
t h e  s t y l e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  : i nves t iga t ion  
r e p o r t s  i l l u m i n a t i n g  n a t i o n a l  models, i t  was determined 
t h a t  t h e  formal  academic t r a i n i n g  of t h e  c o l l e g e  g radua te s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  -p lan t  had n o t  equipped them f o r  product ion  
r o l e s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y .  The worker t e c h n i c i a n s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  
hand, were among t h e  most v a l u a b l e  a s s e t s  of t h e  p l a n t .  
The Shanghai Machine Tool P l a n t ,  drawing on Mao's thought  
and its expe r i ence  s i n c e  t h e  1958 re forms , ,p roposed  t h a t  
f u t u r e  t e c h n i c a l  and eng inee r ing  s t u d e n t s  shou ld  be r e c r u k t e d  
from among j u n i o r  and s e n i o r  middle s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  who 
had two t o  f o u r  yea r s  exper ience  i n  p roduc t ive  l a b o r .  
Furthermore,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s u r e  commitment t o  Mao's e g a l i -  
t a r i a n  va lues ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  shou ld  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
manual l a b o r  wh i l e  a t t e n d i n g  schoo l ,  and fo l lowing  gradua- 
t i o n  they  shou ld  work a s  l a b o r e r s  f o r  a  p e r i o d  of t i m e  
and win " q u a l i f i c a t i o n  c e r t i f  i cakes"  from t h e  workers 
be fo re  r e c e i v i n g  j o b  ass ignments .  

Some two months a f t e r  making t h e  above p r o p o s a l s ,  
t h e  Shanghai p l a n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  "21 J u l y  Workers 
Universityw--named i n  honm of Mao's d i r e c t i v e  on c o l l e g e s  
and u n i v e r s i t i e s  of s c i e n c e  and eng inee r ing .  Although 
t h i s  w u n i v e r s i t y q l  was obviously des igned  t o  be a  n a t i o n a l  
model, few d e t a i l s  on its o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  t h e  c o n t e n t  of 
i ts  cur r icu lum were g iven .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h i s  model fo l lows  
t h e  p a t t e r n  of advancedhalf-work, ha l f - s tudy  programs set  
up i n  t h e  middle 1960 's .  The cou r se  w i l l  l a s t  from e i g h t e e n  



months t o  two y e a r s ,  and w i l l  produce i n d i v i d u a l s  t r a i n e d  
i n  t h e  des ign  and manufacture of i n d u s t r i a l  g r i n d i n g  and 
c u t t i n g  t o o l s .  The v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t h e  cu r r i cu lum 
w i l l  be t augh t  by workers ,  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  and e n g i n e e r s  
a t  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  and t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be r e c r u i t e d  from 
among workers w i t h  a c t u a l  p roduct ion  expe r i ence ,  The i n i -  
t i a l  enro l lment  of f i f t y - t w o  s t u d e n t s  a l l ,  r e p o r t e d l y ,  
have a  minimum of f i v e  y e a r s  exper ience  i n  p roduc t ion .  

Summary 

The Shanghai Machine Tool P l a n t ' s  v lun ive r s i t y l l  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  model f o r  f u t u r e  f a c t o r y  based,  c o l l e g e  
l e v e l ,  v o c a t i o n a l  c o u r s e s .  To a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  middle 
s c h o o l  g radua te s  cou ld  be t r a i n e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  des ign  
and mod i f i ca t ion  of machine t o o l s  by working w i t h  t h e  
p roduc t ion  of e x i s t i n g  models. Th i s  Shanghai p l a n t  is 
an  a p p r o p r i a t e  base  f o r  such  t r a i n i n g ,  f o r  it is recog- 
n i z e d  a s  one of t h e  most advanced product ion  p l a n t s  i n  
China. P r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  p l a n t  was 
r e p o r t e d l y  conduct ing  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  j u n i o r  middle  s c h o o l ,  
s e n i o r  middle s c h o o l ,  and c o l l e g e  l e v e l .  Y e t  t h i s  expe r i -  
ence  was r e f e r r e d  t o  on ly  e l l i p t i c a l l y .  For example, one 
of its model workers ,  r a t h e r  t han  being a  g r a d u a t e  of its 
own s c h o o l s ,  was a  g radua te  of t h e  Shanghai I n s t i t u t e  of 
Mechanical Engineer ing.  

Even assuming t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  produce s k i l l e d  
t e c h n i c i a n s ,  and t o  some e x t e n t  e n g i n e e r s ,  u n l e s s  a  f a c t o r y  
has  an e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  c a p a c i t y  i t  w i l l  n o t  be c a p a b l e  
of producing t h e  neces sa ry  b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  involved  i n  
its own p roduc t s .  The Tungchi commune d a t a  i n d i c a t e  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  r e s e a r c h  c a p a c i t y ,  bu t  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
on p roposa l s  a f f e c t i n g  s c i e n c e  and eng inee r ing  r e s e a r c h  
f a c i l i t i e s - - p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  drew on t h e  
Shanghai  Machine Tool P l a n t ' s  experience-has g iven  some- 
what f i r m e r  i n d i c a t o r s  of t he  f u t u r e  form of  Ch ina ' s  
r e s e a r c h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  



The Shanghai  I n s t i t u t e  of Mechanical Engineer ing  and t h e  
Peking Av ia t ion  I n s t i t u t e :  The Research F a c t o r .  

The r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e s  of t h e  Chinese Academy of 
Sc i ences  and its v a r i o u s  branches,  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  o t h e r  
r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r s ,  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  of n a t i o n a l  
de fense  r e l a t e d  c e n t e r s ,  have been s e r i o u s l y  e f f e c t e d  by 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  Propaganda teams have been v a r i -  
ous ly  r e p o r t e d  a s  e n t e r i n g  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e s ,  and ind iv id -  

' u a l  examples of t h e  p roces s  of reform and r e v o l u t i o n  have 
been d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s  and b r o a d c a s t s .  Even though 
there a r e  very  l i t t l e  d a t a  on t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s ,  
even l e s s  have appeared r e l a t i n g  t o  r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r s .  
Never the less ,  t h e r e  have been "two r e p o r t s  t h a t  refer spe-  
c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  problem of r e s e a r c h  w i t h i n  t h e  new 
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem.  

An " i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t "  on t h e  Shanghai I n s t i t u t e  
of Mechanical Engineer ing  publ i shed  by Red F l a g  (#3) on 
10 September 1968, and a proposa l  p u t  f5i%aF?ll5y t h e  Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  Committee of t h e  Peking Av ia t ion  I n s t i t u t e  
d i scussed  t h e  r o l e  of r e sea rch .  The Shanghai schoolps  
recommendations d i s c u s s e d  r e s e a r c h  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and t h e  
Peking Av ia t ion  I n s t i t u t e ' s  p r o p o s a l ' s  r e f e r r e d  t o  r e s e a r c h  
c e n t e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  n a t i o n a l  defense  p r o j e c t s .  

The Shanghai I n s t i t u t e  of Mechanical Engineer ing ,  
bowing t o  t h e  "road shown by t h e  Shanghai Machine Tool 
P l a n t , "  proposed t h a t  fo l lowing  t h e i r  " t r ans fo rma t ionw 
c o l l e g e s  of s c i e n c e  and engineer ing  shou ld  become " fac toa- . - -  
ries and r e s e a r c h  u n i t s M  a s  w e l l  a s  s choo l s .  I t  was 
recommended t h a t  a c t u a l  p roduct ion  and r e s e a r c h  u n i t s  
should  propose r e s e a r c h  t o p i c s  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e s .  The 
s t a t e d  purpose of t h i s  sugges t ion  was t h a t  by d e a l i n g  
w i t h  problems set  by p roduc t ion  u n i t s  and r e s e a r c h  u n i t s ,  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  would be a b l e  t o  r e l a t e  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  t o  
a c t u a l  problems r a t h e r  t han  become involved  i n  "empty 
t h e o r i z i n g  and s c h o l a s t i c i s m . "  I t  shou ld  be emphasized 
t h a t  t h e  p roposa l  s t r e s s e d  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  such  a system 



would make t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s 1  problem s o l v i n g  and a n a l y t i c a l  
powers, t h u s  making e d u c a t i o n  s e r v e  p roduc t ive  l a b o r .  
The stress on deve loping  a n a l y t i c a l  powers c o n t r a d i c t s  
t h e  b a s i c  format  of "s impl i fy ing"  s c i e n t i f i c  and engineer -  
i n g  cou r ses ,  f o r  i n  f a c t  r e s e a r c h  r e q u i r e s  t h e  d i s c r e t e  
s e p a r a t i o n  of components of a  problem. Never the less ,  t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  of purpose f u l f i l l s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
requi rements  of t h e  c u r r e n t  campaign. 

The Shanghai  eng inee r ing  s c h o o l ' s  recommendation d i d  
n o t  i n c l u d e  any s p e c i f i c  p roposa l s  f o r  s t r u c t u r a l l y  r e l a t i f l g  
o r  i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  p roduct ion  and r e s e a r c h  
u n i t s ,  bu t  t h e  concept  developed dove - t a i l s  w i th  a  p roposa l  
made by t h e  Peking Av ia t ion  I n s t i t u t e  i n  March 1968. The 
a v i a t i o n  i n s t i t u t e ' s  recommendations r e f  erred s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t o  t h e  des ign  of a  "new k i n &  ofw n a t i o n a l  defense  reseamh 
i n s t i t u t e ,  and proposed t h a t  r e s e a r c h  l a b o r a t o r i e s  combine 
w i t h  s c h o o l  f a c t o r i e s  and shops  of "va r ious  depar tments  
t o  form a  u n i f i e d  t each ing ,  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  and pro- 
d u c t i o n  base." The t a s k  of t h i s  new s t r u c t u r e  was de f ined  
a s  " n a t i o n a l  de fense  r e s e a r c h  and t r i a l  manufacture." I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  would "meet a l l  t h e  p r a c t i -  
c a l  t each ing  requi rements"  of t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  system.  

I t  w i l l  be n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  two p roposa l s  a r e  very  
s i m i l a r ,  c o n c e p t u a l l y ,  t o  t h e  t h ree -pa r t  "commune" of 
Tungchi U n i v e r s i t y  i n  which product ion ,  r e s e a r c h  and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  were combined i n t o  one adminis t ra -  
t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  and in t iegra ted  f u n c t i o n a l l y .  Assuming t h a t  
t h e  " r e sea rch  u n i t s "  a r e  t h e  va r ious  i n s t i t u t e s  of t h e  
Chinese Academy of Sc i ences  and o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  organiza-  
t i o n s ,  and t h a t  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  "product ion  u n i t s v  can 
be f i l l e d  by t h e  p l a n t s  under t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  
v a r i o u s  c e n t r a l  m i n i s t r i e s ,  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  cumber- 
some but  f u n c t i o n i n g  r e s e a r c h  c a p a c i t y  cou ld  be developed 
a long  t h e  l i n e s  ske t ched  out  by t h e  p roposa l s .  Where 
p roduc t ion  u n i t s ,  r e s e a r c h  u n i t s ,  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  
l o c a t e d  p h y s i c a l l y  c l o s e  t o  one ano the r ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
f a c t o r  cou ld  i n  f a c t  be made a  f u n c t i o n a l  a spec t  of t h e  
new e d u c a t i o n a l  system.  S t u d e n t s  cou ld  be t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  
c lassroom, t h e  l a b o r a t o r y ,  and t h e  p roduc t ion  l i n e  wh i l e  
engaged i n  t h e i r  fo rmal  educa t ion .  



Summary \ .  

W i t h  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  of r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t i e s  
undergoing wt rans fo rma t ionw B t  t h e  hands of t h e  propaganda 
teams, i t  is q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o j e c t  t h e  f u t u r e  form of 
China ' s  r e s e a r c h  c a p a c i t y .  However, i t  is e v i d e n t  t h a t  
i n  t h e  p roces s  of deve loping  and experiment ing w i t h  a  new 
e d u c a t i o n a l  system,  t h e  need f o r  r e s e a r c h  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
has  a  very  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  The image of 
c u r r e n t  developments now be ing  p r o j e c t e d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  i e fo rms  w i l l  no t  i r r e p a r a b l y  damage Chinese r e s e a r c h  
c a p a c i t y .  There  is a  d e f i n i t e  p a t t e r n  appear ing  i n  which 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h ighe r  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  complement t h e i r '  
p roduc t ion  of n a r ~ o w l y  t r a i n e d  t e c h n i c i a n s  w i t h  r e s e a r c h -  
o r i e n t e d  productp .  ,I. The p r e s e n t  atmosphere,  none the less ,  
is n o t  conducive t o  producing t h e  number of advanced ' ' "  

r e s e a r c h  personnel  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  cou ld  p r o f i t a b l y  use  
i n  both its s p e c i a l  weapons and o t h e r  defense  r e l a t e d '  
r e s e a r c h ,  le t  a lone  t h e  number t h a t  could  be used  i n  ' . 
b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  r e l a t e d  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
development. C l e a r l y  China can  use  t h e  t e c h n i c i a n s  t h a t  
w i l l  be produced from t h e  abb rev ia t ed  c u r r i c u l a  now be ing  
contemplated,  but f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  development i t  is essen-  
t i a l  t h a t  t h e s e  products  be complemented by t h e  development 
of i n d i v i d u a l s  capable  of engaging i n  b a s i c  r e s e a r c h .  

B. Educa t iona l  Reform: Pr imary and Middle Schools  

D i s t i n c t  from h ighe r  educa t ion ,  t h e  p r e s s  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and domestic b roadcas t s  have been r e p l e t e  
w i t h  examples of reform and t h e  p roces s  of reform i n  , 
China ' s  pr imary and secondary educa t ion .  I n  t h e  urban 
a r e a s  t h e  immediate c a t a l y s t  f o r  change has been t h e  ' 

Worker-PLA Propaganda Team, and i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  t h e  
Poor and Lower-Middle Peasant  Propaganda Team has been 
t h e  t o o l  of reform, u s u a l l y  accompanied by a  l ' r epresen ta -  
t ive"of  t h e  PLA. 



The b a s i c  p a t t e r n  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  reform i n  t h e  
urban,  suburban ,  and r u r a l  a r e a s  has  been t h e  same. A t  
l e a s t  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  , t h e  s c h o o l s  have been p l aced  w i t h i n  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of l o c a l  p roduc t ion  
u n i t s .  I n  urban a r e a s  t h e  s c h o o l s  have come under a  f a c t o r y  
o r  f a c t o r i e s ,  i n  suburban a r e a s  under t h e  d u a l  c o n t r o l  of 
a  f a c t o r y  and a  commune o r  p roduc t ion  b r igade ,  and i n  t h e  
r u r a l  a r e a s  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  commune and t h e  pro- 
duc t ion  b r i g a d e .  There  a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  on t h e  b a s i c  p a t t e r n ,  
b u t  t h e  o v e r a l l  t h r u s t  of t h e  re form is t o  i n t e g r a t e  
s c h o o l s  w i t h  produc t  i o n  u n i t s .  

Mao's a t t e m p t  t o  c r e a t e  a  mass s o c i e t y  w i t h  a  common 
Maoist va lue  s t r u c t u r e ,  and h i s  a t t emp t  t o  block a  s t r a t i -  
f i c a t i o n  of s o c i e t y  based upon l e v e l s  of e d u c a t i o n  is a s  .*' 

apparen t  a t  t h e  pr imary  and middle s c h o o l  l e v e l  a s  it  is ,a 4 i 

i n  h igher  e d u c a t i o n .  A s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  however, t h e  app l i ca -  
t i o n  of p o l i c y  w i l l  f i n a l l y  de te rmine  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e c i s i o n ( s ) .  

Pr imary and Middle Schools :  The Rura l  Experiment.  
. . 

  he b a s i c  p o l i c y  is t o  move t h e  pr imary and middle 
s c h o o l s  down one s tep i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a d d e r ,  and 
t o  p l a c e  s c h o o l s  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of p roduc t ion  u n i t s .  
Middle s c h o o l s  a r e  t o  be admin i s t e r ed  by t h e  communes, 
and pr imary s c h o o l s  by t h e  p roduc t ion  b r igade .  Th i s  
b a s i c  p o l i c y  is s u b j e c t  t o  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  des igned  t o  
meet t h e  r equ i r emen t s  of p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d s  of s c h o o l s  
(e .g . ,  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  middle s c h o o l )  and more d i s c r e t e  
reforms w i t h i n  p a r t i c u l a r  communes and p roduc t ion  b r igades .  

Wi th in  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  commune, t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  
system is des igned  t o  prov ide  a  f i v e - y e a r  g e n e r a l  primary 
s c h o o l  c o u r s e  a t  t h e  produc t ion  b r i g a d e  l e v e l ,  and a  four -  
yea r  middle s c h o o l  c o u r s e  a t  t h e  commune l e v e l .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  w i t h i n  each  commune a  number of. '**advanced" 
pr imary s c h o o l s  have had j u n i o r  middle  s c h o o l  cou r se s  
added t o  t h e i r  cu r r i cu lum,  t he reby  p r o v i d i n g  a  b a s i c  
seven-year c o u r s e  wi th in : ,  t h e  b r igade .  The l a s t  two 



y e a r s  of t h e  seven-year c o u r s e  a r e  designed t o  p rov ide  
b a s i c  a g r i c u l t u r a l  knowledge geared  t o  t h e  needs of t h e  
b r i g a d e .  I d e a l l y ,  under  t h i s  l a t t e r  system,  a  s t u d e n t  
would e n t e r  pr imary s c h o o l  a t  age  s i x  o r  s even  and complete  
t h e  c o u r s e  a t  age 13 o r  14 ready  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l  p roduc t ion  a s  a  l i t e r a t e ,  s k i l l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
worker.  There  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  commune w i l l  a l s o  
r u n  a c e n t r a l  pr imary s c h o o l  and middle s c h o o l  t h a t  w i l l ,  
t o  a l l  i n t e n t s  and pu rposes ,  be t h e  academic c e n t e r  of 
t h e  commune, a s  opposed t o  t h e  b r igade  pr imary and j u n i o r  
middle  s c h o o l s ,  and t h e  g e n e r a l  middle  s c h o o l s .  These 
l a t t e r  a r e  des igned  t o  be p r i m a r i l y  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  
s c h o o l s ,  whereas t h e  c e n t r a l  pr imary and middle  school(s) 
w i l l  p robably  be weighted more t o  t h e  academic. 

I' 
F e 

Even though t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l  system w i l l  come - 
under t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  commune, 
t h e  county  l e v e l  s t r u c t u r e - - t h e  county r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committee--appears t o  have g e n e r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  The county  l e v e l  P a r t y  and 
governmental  s t r u c t u r e s  have been f u n c t i o n a l l y  abo l i shed ,  
a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  t i m e  be ing ,  and t h e  v a r i o u s  c u l t u r a l ,  
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and propaganda f u n c t i o n s  have been i n t e g r a t e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee.  I t  is p o s s i b l e ,  a l t hough  
t h e r e  is no ev idence  f o r  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  governmental  
and P a r t y  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  admin i s t e r ed  and s u p e r v i s e d  
e d u c a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  s t i l l  e x i s t  
and have t h e i r  own u n i t - l e v e l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees.  
A t  t h i s  time, however, t h e r e  a r e  no d a t a  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
such  u n i t s  a r e  involved i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  reform,  a l t hough  
d.ndividuals  from p r e - e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  may be involved.  

The p r o c e s s  of reform is f a i r l y  uniform. T y p i c a l l y ,  
a  three-in-one e d u c a t i o n  l e a d e r s h i p  group, o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  committee,  is fornied a t  t h e  commune and b r igade  
l eve l s , .  The committee is f r e q u e n t l y  composed of a  s e c r e -  
t a r y  of t h e  P a r t y  branch,  t h e  chairman of t h e  poor and 
lower-middle peasan t  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and t h e  u n i t ' s  m i l i t i a  
commander. Other  r e p o r t s  d e s c r i b e  t h e  three-in-one 
combinat ion a s  composed of l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s ,  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
t h e  poor and lower-middle peasants." '  Each s c h o o l  and each  



c l a s s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  a l s o  form its l e a d e r s h i p  group. 
The p e a s a n t s  a r e  always desc r ibed  a s  t h e  c o r e  of t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  group, but  i t  is more l i k e l y  t h a t  c o n t r o l  is 
a c t u a l l y  In t h e  hands of P a r t y  c a d r e s  and t h e  PLA. 

The f a c u l t y  of t h e  r u r a l  s choo l  is composed of botH 
f u l l - t i m e  t e a c h e r s  and par t - t ime  l e c t u r e r s  drawn from t h e  
members of t h e  commune and br igade .  The  cur r icu lum now 
be ing  developed r e f l e c t s  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  new system. 
P o l i t i c a l  educa t ion  t a k e s  two b a s i c  forms: t h e  h i s t o r y  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  is t augh t  by peasan t s  who " r e c a l l  t h e  e v i l S  
of t h e  p a s t ; "  and cad res  of t h e  commune, p roduct ion  br igadb  
and p roduc t ion  team l e c t u r e  on c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  d i r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  educa t ion ,  the cours& 
i n  Chinese language have been completely  conver ted  t o  p o l i t -  
i c a l  i n g o c t r i n a t i o n .  Reports  of new t e x t  books i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e  " thought  of Mao Tse-tungw is t h e  c o r e  of t h e  
new r e a d i n g  pr imers .  S i m i l a r l y ,  l ' p o l i t i c s l l  is now t augh t  
a t  t h e  primary s c h o o l  l e v e l .  One r e p o r t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  
f i f t y - s i x  l e s s o n s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  cu r r i cu lum;  
t h i r t y - s i x  l e s s o n s  a r e  devoted t o  q u o t a t i o n s  from Chairman 
Mao, f i v e  a r e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Lin P iao ,  and t h e  remaining 
f i f t e e n  a r e  b a l l a d s  p r a i s i n g  Mao. 

T h e  second focus  of t h e  new system is v o c a t i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g .  Farm t e c h n i c i a n s  and peasan t s  now l e c t u r e  on 
farm machinery and a g r i c u l t u r a l  gechniques,  and b r igade  
accoun tan t s  l e c t u r e  on app l i ed  a r i t h m e t i c .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  PLA o r  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  
a r e  t o  t e a c h  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  and p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  
t t M i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s , "  however, w i l l  i nc lude  more p o l i t i c a l  
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  

PLA i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l s  is a l s o  found 
i n  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  s c h o o l s  a long  m i l i t a r y  l i n e s .  
The s t u d e n t  body is t o  be organized  i n t o  squads,  p l a t o o n s ,  
and companies.  S i m i l a r l y ,  a  new s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  has  
a p p a r e n t l y  been c r e a t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  Young Pioneers :  
t h e  "Young Red S o l d i e r s . "  Th i s  new s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
' is  no t  based upon t h e  school  but  t h e  product ion  b r igade ,  
and each  b r igade  w i l l  form a  b a t t a l i o n  of "young Red . 



S o l d i e r s "  w h i c h  w i l l  be broken down i n t o  squads,  p l a toons  
and companies a t  t h e  product ion  team l e v e l .  

The i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  middle and pr imary s c h o o l s  
i n t o  t h e  commune has  l e d  t o  some r a t h e r  compl ica ted  f inan -  
c i a l  problems. Under t h e  new system, t h e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  t o  
be p a i d  on t h e  b a s i s  of work-points. Th i s  is e s s e n t i a l l y  
a  p roces s  whereby i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  pa id  i n  k i n d  f o r  t h e  
work t h e y  do. The work of t e a c h e r s  is t o  be measured by 
p o l i t i c a l  c r i t e r i a ,  bu t  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  a l s o  t o  be 
s u b s i d i z e d  f o r  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  expenses ,  and f o r  sup- 
p o r t  of and t r a v e l  t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  i f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  do 
n o t  l i v e  i n  t h e  b r igade  o r  commune w h e r e  t h e  te ,acher  

t works. A s  t h e  t e a c h e r s  were p a i d  on a  monthly b a s i s  by t h e  
s t a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  commune, t hey  had 
n o t  accrued any work-points. Under t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i t  
was decided t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  should  pay theqcommune a  lump- 
sum t o  s u b s i d i z e  t h e  t e a c h e r s  u n t i l  t h e y  had accrued 
s u f f i c i e n t  work-points t o  r e c e i v e  food d i s t r i b u t e d  by t h e  
commune. A s  commune and b r igade  members, t h e  t e a c h e r s  
would normally r e c e i v e  food and o t h e r  a l l o t m e n t s  on t h e  
b a s i s  of accrued  work p o i n t s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  
s u b s i d i z e  t e a c h e r s  f o r  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  expenses  
and f o r  suppor t  of t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  The amount of t h e  
s u b s i d y  w i l l  be determined by t h e  u n i t  i n  which they  work. 

.Half-work, Half-Study Schools .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  pr imary and middle 
s c h o o l s ,  and even though t h e  new system inc ludes  p h y s i c a l  
l a b o r  a s  p a r t  Of t h e  cur r icu lum,  t h e  half-work, ha l f - s tudy  
s c h o o l s  a r e  s t i l l  inc luded  i n  t h e  r u r a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  system.  
The a g r i c u l t u r a l  middle  Bchool appe-ars t o  be t h e  adminis- 
t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  commune, but  t h e  s c h o o l s  
themselves a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  both t h e  commune and b r igade  
l e v e l .  



The s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  f a c u l t y ,  cur r icu lum,  and 
c o n t r o l  organs fo l lows  t h e  same p a t t e r n  a s  t h e  v fu l l - t ime"  
e d u c a t i o n a l  system.  Educat ion l e a d i n g  groups o r  educa- 
t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  committees a r e  set  up a t  t h e  commune 
and b r igade  l e v e l ,  and may even be i d e n t i c a l  t o  thoae 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  v fu l l - t imew system. Once aga in ,  it -. 

A s  apparen t  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  c a d r e s  a r e  t h e  r e a l  s o u r c e  of 
i n f l u e n c e .  I n  I n n e r  Mongolia, f o r  example, a  s e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  b r igade  P a r t y  branch was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  chairman 
of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  middle s choo l  under . i nves t iga t ion .  
I n  K i r i n ,  a  r e p o r t  on an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  middle s choo l  i d e n t i -  
f i e s  t h e  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  commune P a r t y  branch a s  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l .  

A s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  middle s choo l s  a r e  
two-year v o c a t i o n a l l  course& i n  which t h e  curr iculum focuses  
on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  needs of t h e  commune o r  br igade  i n  
which t h e  skhoo l  is loca t ed .  D i s t i n c t  from r e p o r t i n g  i n  
t h e  middle 1960ts, however, is t h e  heavy emphasis now 
p u t  on p o l i t i c a l  educa t ion  and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  A r e p o r t  
ana lyz ing  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  middle s choo l  i n  Kiangsi  de- 
s c r i b e s  t h e  cu r r i cu lum and work expe r i ence  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  
p rov ides  i n  t e a  growing t echn iques ,  p re l imina ry  t ea  process-  
i ng ,  and l a y i n g  out  t e a  gardens.  However, appa ren t ly  i n  
o rde r  t o  p rov ide  t i m e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  educa t ion ,  formal  
cou r ses  i!n Chinese and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  have been dropped. 
Chinese language is now t a u g h t  through Maots works and 
h i s  l a t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  concen- 
t r a t e s  on Mao's a n a l y s e s  of r e v o l u t i o n  and h i s  l a t e s t  
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Undoubtedly p r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu-  
t i o n  t h e s e  c o u r s e s  con ta ined  a s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i f  no t  
excess  i v e  amount of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  but  t h e  
new system e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  Mao's thought and 
c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  t o p i c s  a r e  t h e  c o r e  of t h e  cou r ses .  

Rura l  Schools :  Summary 

The reform i n  r u r a l  educa t ion  a t  t h i s  time is I 

a t t empt ing  t o  combine i d e o l o g i c a l  and voca t iona l  t r a i n i n g  i n  
b rde r  t o  hssurd  tha t:,Mab.!.s g o a l s  f o r  : . revolut , imary:  Sudcessors  
a r ekno t  f r u s t r a t e d  by t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system. The pro- 
d u c t i o n  u n i t s  t o  which t h e  s c h o o l s  a re -now a t t a c h e d  have 



been g i v e n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a s s u r i n g  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  
does  no t  s e p a r a t e  i tself  from p roduc t ion .  Regard less  of 
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s s  of h a l f  -work, ha l f - s tudy  
s c h o o l s ,  i t  is q u i t e  e v i d e n t  t h a t ,  a s  Mao sta ted  long  ago, 
t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem is des igned  t o  be a  half-work,  
h a l f - s t u d y  p r o c e s s .  The half-work, ha l f - s tudy  middle  
s c h o o l s ,  and t h e  two y e a r s  of j u n i o r  middle s c h ~ b l  c o u r s e s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  a  few s e l e c t e d  pr imary s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  
b r i g a d e ,  a r e  des igned  f o r  s t u d e n t s  whose e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  
t e r m i n a t e  a t  t h e  j u n i o r  middle  s c h o o l  l e v e l .  Th i s  is i n d i -  
c a t e d  by t h e  sys tem of en ro l lmen t  f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
middle  s c h o o l s  which p rov ides  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  be s e l e c t e d  
by t h e  b r i g a d e  from among s t u d e n t s  recommended by t h e  com- 
mune. The "ful l - t ime" sys tem is des igned  t o  c o n t i n u e  
th rough  s e n i o r  middle s c h o o l ,  b u t  even t h i s  p roces s  has  
been a b b r e v i a t e d  from 12  y e a r s  t o  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  y e a r s .  

The new system,  a s  i t  is p u b l i c l y  d i s cus sed ,  con- 
t a i n s  some e lements  of common s e n s e .  If t h e  new c u r r i c u l a  
produce l i t e r a t e ,  t r a i n e d ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  needs -o f  t h e  a r e a  i n  which t h e y  w i l l  
work, t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem would p rov ide  a  human 
r e s o u r c e  f o r  improving Ch ina ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  base.  The 
weakness of t h e r  eystem'  is '  t h h t  ' i t  makes- no apparen t  p rov i -  
s i o n  f o r  p r e p a r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  work i n  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n c e s .  The neces sa ry  background i n  
mathematics,  chemis t ry ,  and o t h e r  hard  Sc i ences  is s o  f a r  
l a c k i n g  i n  any r e p o r t e d  c u r r i c u l a .  Furthermore,  t h e  sys -  
tem is obvious ly  designed i n  p a r t  t o  nega t e  any i n i t i a t i v e  
t h e  s t u d e n t  might have t o  s e e k  a  u n i v e r s i t y  educa t ion .  

A t  t h i s  time, i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  de te rmine  e x a c t l y  
how t h e  new reforms w i l l  be a p p l i e d .  I t  is q u i t e  l i k e l y ,  
g iven  p a s t  reforms of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system,  t h a t  t h e  
c e n t r a l  pr imary and middle s c h o o l s  a p p a r e n t l y  being 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  commune l e v e l  w i l l  be a  s o u r c e  of 
t r a i n e d  s t u d e n t s  who have been s e l e c t e d  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  
t r a i n i n g .  I t  should  a l s o  be no ted  t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  c e n t r a l  o r  commune l e v e l  combined pr imary 
and middle  s c h o o l s  a r e  absen t  from t h e  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n s  
of re form,  and t h a t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  c e n t r a l  pr imary and mid- 
d l e  s c h o o l s  a r e  very r a r e .  The i d e a l  today  is t o  p r o v i d e  



pr imary  and j u n i o r  middle s c h o o l s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  
own v i l l a g e s ,  o r  where t hey  w i l l  have t o  walk no f u r t h e r  
t h a n  t h r e e  li (one mi le )  t o  j u n i o r  middle school .  The  
g r e a t e s t  e m s a s i s  has  been on t h e  primary-j  un io r  middle 
s c h o o l  combinat ion and t h e  hali-work, ha l f - s tudy  s c h o o l s .  

Pr imary and Middle Schools :  The Urban Experiment 

The urban experiment  fo l lows  t h e  same p a t t e r n  a s  
t h e  reforms i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  Middle and pr imary s c h o o l s  
a r e  p l aced  under t h e  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  of product ion  u n i t s -  
u s u a l l y  f ac to r i e s - ,  except  i n  suburban a r e a s  where  t h e  
s c h o o l s  a r e  adminis te red  jointly. , .by f a c t o r i e s  and r u r a l  
p r o d u c t i o n  b r igades .  As i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e r e  a r e  no 
i n d i c a t i m s  t h a t  t h e  former government and P a r t y  s t r u c t u r e s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  educa t ion  a r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e  new 
system.,;  Con t ro l  today is i n  t h e  hands of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees of t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  and f a c t o r i e s ,  and t h e  P U ,  

One marked d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p roces s  of e s t a b l i s h -  
i n g  c o n t r o l  and e f f e c t i n g  r e f o r m s h  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l s  i n  
t h e  r u r a l  and urban a r e a s  is t o  be found i n  t h e  r o l e  of 
t h e  propaganda teams. I n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  propaganda 
teams move from v i l l a g e  t o  v i l l a g e ,  perhaps  l e a v i n g  a  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ( s )  i n  t h e  br igade .  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
re form is assumed by t h e  "educa t ion  l e a d i n g  groupt1 o r  t h e  
t veduca t iona l  r e v o l u t i o n  committee." I n  t h e  urban a r e a s ,  
t h e  f a c t o r y  would send i ts propaganda team t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
s c h o o l ,  and i t  would remain i n  t h e  s c h o o l  oversee ing  t h e  
reforms.  The propaganda team i n  an urban s c h o o l  conducts  
t h e  t f p u r i f i c a t i o n t l  campaigns, and t h e  Mao Tse-tung thought  
c l a s s e s ,  and l e a d s  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  i n  manual l a b o r .  
The pr imary cause  of t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  is t h e  r o l e  urban 
middle s choo l  Red Guards p layed  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  
i t  is apparen t  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  of v io l ence  i n  t h e  urban 
s c h o o l s  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h ighe r  t h a n  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  
One measure of t h e  problem a s  it e x i s t e d ,  and t o  some ex- 
t e n t  s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  urban s c h o o l s ,  is t h a t  r e p o r t i n g  
on t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n  i n  educa t ion"  began much l a t e r  i n  
urban s c h o o l s  t h a n  i t  d i d  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  of China.  



Middle Schools  

The b a s i c  t e chn iques  of t a k i n g  over  a s c h o o l  
and proceeding  w i t h  " p u r i f i c a t i o n v  and re form a r e  s i m i l a r  
i n  a l l  of t h e  r e p o r t i n g .  A f a c t o r y  would be a s s igned  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a  middle s choo l  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  
p l a n t ,  p robably  under a  municipal i ty-wide p l a n  c r e a t e d  by 
t h e  c i t y ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee. The f a c t o r y  would t hen  
s end  a  propaganda team, w i t h  PLA s u p p o r t ,  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  

. and a b o l i s h  any p rev ious  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee t h e  s c h o o l  
may have e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  any e x i s t i n g  s t u d e n t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The s c h o o l  t h e n  became a  depar tment  of t h e  
f a c t o r y  under t h e  d i r e c t  i o n  of an "educa t ion  l e a d i n g  groupff 
o r  " educa t iona l  r ev .o lu t i on  committee," headed by a vice-  
chairman of t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee,  and 
composed of t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  from t h e  s c h o o l ,  workers 
from t h e  f a c t o r y ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  PI,, and/or 
t h e  m i l i t i a .  T h i s  committee,  s u p e r v i s e d  by t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee,  would s t r u c t u r e  a  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committee f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .  The r e v o l u t i o p a r y  committee 
t h u s  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  
of t h e  s choo l ,  bu t  t h e  propaganda team is e v i d e n t l y  respons i -  
b l e  f o r  conduc t ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  purge and t h e  r e f o r m s ' t h a t  
fo l low.  1 

The purge  of t h e  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  is t h e  f i r s t  
s t e p  taken  by t h e  propaganda team. On 2 September a  propa- 
ganda team from t h e  T ien t s ' i n  Municipal  Cable  Fac to ry  e n t e r e d  
a  middle s c h o o l ,  and its a c t i o n s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  
rple of propaganda teams i n  most, i f  no t  a l l ,  urban middle 
s c h o o l s .  After "c leqning  up c l a s s  r anks , "  acco rd ing  t o  
t h e  Peop le ' s  ~ a ' i l y  of 8 December, 77 t e a c h e r s  were l e f t ,  
42 peroent  of- were from " f a m i l i e s  of e x p l o i t i n g  
c l a s s e s "  and/or "old-type" s c h o o l s .  These t e a c h e r s  were 
r e q u i r e d  t o  undergo r e e d u c a t i o n  by t h e  workerg,  p e a s a n t s ,  
and s o l d i e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  remove t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  b lemishes .  
One group of s even  t e a c h e r s  went w i t h  " suppor t - t he - f ron t i e r  
youthw t o  Inne r  Mongolia. Another group of 16  went wi th  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  engage i n  mahtlal l a b o r  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  
and i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s .  The remaining 23 went t o  t h e  "grass-  
r o o t s n  t o  perform manu61 l a b o r .  



Once a  s c h o o l ' s  l l c l a s s  rankst1 a r e  " p u r i f i e d ,  I' 
e s s e n t i a l l y  a  purge of t h e  t e a c h e r s  and t h e  most f r a c -  -- 
t i o u s  Red Guards,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  s c h o o l  i t s e l f  is I 

r eo rgan ized .  Each g rade  of t h e  s c h o o l  becomes a  m i l i t a r y  
company. A company committee is organized composed of 
workers ,  m i l i t  i a ~ i e n ~  m. teabhers and s tndkrrts,., Each company 
is t h e n  broken down i n t o  squads and p l a toons .  

The f irst  s t a g e  i n  a c t u a l  cu r r i cu lum re fo tm occu r s  
d u r i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  thought  of Mao 
Tse-tung and d a i l y  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  s e s s i o n s .  These c l a s s e s  
a r e  conducted by t h e  propaganda team, bu t  t h e  PLA r e p r e 2  
s e n t a t i v e  is t h e  g e n e r a l  o v e r s e e r  of t h e  p roces s .  w h i l e  ' 

t h e s e  i n t e n s i v e  bfao-"think c l a s s e s  a r e  being conducted and 
s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  a r e  be ing  pu t  through t h e  s e l f -  
criticism s e s s i o n s ,  cu r r i cu lum re form is under taken.  The 
i n i t i a l  cu r r i cu lum re forms  r e p o r t e d  s t a y e d  very  c l o s e  t o '  
t h e  model e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l s .  PLA o r  
mili t iamen:,  t augh t  p o l i t i c a l  c o u r s e s ;  workers l e c t u r e d  ' 
on b a s i c  i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  knowledge; f a c t o r y  
accoun tan t s  t augh t  b a s i c  mathematics.  The f u l l - t i m e  
teachers - - those  t h a t  remained--taught wrevo lu t iona ry"  
l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t ,  PLA and mi l i t i amen  t augh t  m i l i t a r y  
a f f a i r s  and p h y s i c a l  educa t ion .  

  his p a t t e r n  of cu r r i cu lum reform,  i f  it is fo l lowed,  
would be d i s a s t r o u s o  i n . t e r m s  of p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  un'i- 
v e r s i t y .  On 7 March, however, a  Peop le ' s  Da i ly  a r t i c l e  ' '  - 
r e p o r t i n g  on t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  
a t  t h e  Canton #61 Middle School  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  first 
b lush  of re form may n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  r e f l e c t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f '  ' 
China ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  system.  The argument p r e s e n t e d  i n  
t h e  r e p o r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  Mao's d i r e c t i v e  t h a t ,  " i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e i r  s t u d i e s ,  f i t u d e n t s 7  shou ld  l e a r n  o t h e r  t h i n g s , "  
i n c l u d e s  t h e  study-of " s o c T a l i s t  c u l t u r e . "  The cu r r i cu lum 
of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o o l ,  under  t h i s  r u b r i c ,  was developed 
t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  Chinese language,  f o r e i g n  languages  (not  
s p e c i f i e d ) ,  mathematics "beginning w i t h  abacus,  c a l q u l a -  
t i o n  and su rvey ;  " phys i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  dynamics, e l e c t r i c i t y ,  
and " o t h e r  th ings ;"  b a s i c  chemis t ry ,  i n d u s t r i a l  chemis t ry ,  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  chemis t ry ,  and n a t i o n a l  de fense  chemis t ry . '  



The expres sed  purpose f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  f o r e i g n  languages 
i n t o  t h e  cu r r i cu lum was " t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  needs f o r  t h e  
development of s c i e n c e  and technology and world revo- 
l u t i o n . "  Not only was t h e  need f o r  s t u d y i n g  s c i e n c e  
and technology  recognized a s  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  both 
i n d u s t r y  and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u t  t h e  need t o  s t u d y  f o r e i g n  
languages t o  implement such  s t u d i e s  was a l s o  recognized .  
The c l e a r  i m p l i c a t i o n  is t h a t  s t u d e n t s  need t o  s t u d y  
f o r e i g n  languages i n  o r d e r  t o  r ead  f o r e i g n  t e x t s  and jour -  
n a l s .  S i n c e  such  s k i l l s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  c o l l e g e  
l e v e l  work, t h e  f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n  is t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  
t h i s  s c h o o l  i n  Canton, s t u d e n t s  a r e  t o  be prepared  f o r  
u n i v e r s i t y  work. 

The r e p o r t  on t h e  Canton #61 Middle School  i s ,  t o  .. 
t h e  a u t h o r ' s  knowledge, t h e  first and only  such  r e p o r t  bf ' .  
t h i s  k i n d ,  and most of t h e  r e p o r t i n g  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s t r e s s  
t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  new cur r icu lum.  S tuden t s  
and t e a c h e r s  a s  p a r t  of t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  p roces s  w i l l  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p roduc t ive  l a b o r ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  
but  a l s g  i n  nearby p roduc t ion  b r i g a d e s .  The manner i n  
which s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  w i l l  d i v i d e  t h e i r  t ime between 
manual l a b o r  and classroom s t u d i e s  is no t  y e t  c l e a r .  
Kwangming Da i ly  on 5 January  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  system being 
used a t  t h e  Penhs i ,  Liaoning Province .  #14 Middle School. 
and t h i s  system cou ld  become s t a n d a r d - p r a c t i c e .  The 
t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  were d iv ided  i n t o  f o u r  groups;  one 
group s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  s choo l  wh i l e  t h e  t h r e e  o t h e r  groups 
went s e p a r a t e l y  t o  a  f a c t o r y ,  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  and a l o c a l  
armed f o r c e s  camp f o r  l a b o r  and m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g .  Each 
group s p e n t  one month i n  t h e  p l a n t ,  two weeks on a  commune, 
and two weeks w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  armed f o r c e s .  The propaganda 
team d i v i d e d  up  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  groups.  

Primary Schools  

Pr imary schoo l s  f o l l o w  t h e  same p a t t e r n  of reform 
a s  t h e  middle s c h o o l s ,  but  t h e r e  a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  designed 
t o  meet t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r o l e  and problems of pr imary 
schoo l s .  The main d i f f e r e n c e  between pr imary and middle 



s c h o o l s  1% t h a t  many of t h e  former a r e  two-session 
s c h o o l s  and many of t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t o o  young t o  per-  
form p h y s i c a l  l a b o r .  Adminis t ra t iveay ,  pr imary schoo l s  
a r e  being p l aced  under  t h e  wings  of f a c t o r i e s ,  neighbor- 
hood r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees and street committees. The 
f a c t o r y  propaganda team admits  members of t h e s e  committees 
i n t o  t h e  primary s c h o o l  educa t ion  l ead ing  group,and coop- 
e r a t e s  w i t h  t h e  neighborhood and street committees i n  
o rgan iz ing  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  s choo l .  

The c h i l d r e n  a r e  organdzed i n t o  squads,  p l a toons ,  
and companies acco rd ing  t o  t h e i r  r e s idences ,  and t h e  "Young 
Red S o l d i e r s w  appear  t o  be t h e  succes so r  t o  t h e  Young 
P ionee r s  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t u d e n t  youth o rgan iza t ion .  
The Young Red S o l d i e r s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  s tudents , !organ-  
i z e  Mao Tse- tung 's  thought  s e s s i o n s  o u t s i d e  schoo l ,  and 
t h e  neighborhood committee p rov ides  s p a c e  and p o l i t i c a l  
i n s t r u c t o r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Young Red S o l d i e r s  a r e  
organized i n t o  propaganda teams and a r e  r e g u l a r l y  s e n t  
ou t  i n t o  t h e  streets, f a c t o r i e s ,  and r u r a l  a r e a s  t o  t a k e  
p a r t  i n  propaganda a c t i v i t y .  Some r e p o r t s  s t a t e  t h a t  
t h e  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  manual l a b o r ,  and when 
they  do they  t a k e  a long  t h e  younger c h i l d r e n .  The teams 
a l s o  have two hours  of organized team a c t i v i t y  each day, 
most of which is passed  i n  p o l i t i c a l  song- fe s t s  and dances .  

There  a r e  no d e t a i l s  on primary s c h o o l  cur r icu lum 
reform,  bu t  t h e r e  is not  reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g o a l s  
and c o n t e n t  d i f f e r  i n  any marked way from middle s choo l  
c u r r i c u l a .  Reading and o t h e r  e x e r c i s e s  w i l l  be drawn 
from Mao's w r i t i n g s ,  and whatever s u b s t a n t i v e  knowledge 
is imparted t o  them w i l l  undoubtedly focus  on i n d u s t r y  
and a g r i c u l t u r e .  

Half-Work, Half-Study Schools  

Hal$-work, ha l f - s tudy  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  urban a r e a s  
have come under t h e  same k i n d  of criticism l e v e l e d  a t  t h e  
r u r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c h o o l s .  According t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  i n  
t h e  p r e s s ,  t h e  half-work, ha l f - s tudy  s c h o o l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  t h e  1960 's  have,  llfrom t h e  very  f i r s t  day," been ,  . .. 



undermined by i n d i v i d u a l s  who t augh t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
va lue  t h e  g o a l s  of l lbourgeois t e c h n i c i a n s  ." Mathematics,, 
dynamics, mechanical  drawing and o t h e r  a b s t r a c t  academic 
s u b j e c t s  took .precedence over  Mao's thought  and p o l i t i c s .  

The propaganda teams from t h e  f a c t o r i e s  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  
these s c h o o l s ,  w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  PLA, purged t h e  
r anks  of t h e  t e a c h e r s  and began t o  r e t u r n  t h e  s c h o o l s  t o  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Curriculum reform involved 
t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  v o c a t i o n a l  c l a s s e s ,  and 
t h e  emphasis of voca t iona l  t r a i n i n g  was complemented by 
t h e  s t a t e d  concern  of a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  workers 
who a t t e n d e d  t h e  s choo l s  would r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  f a c t o r i e s  
when t h e y  had completed t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .  Usual ly  t h e  c o u r s e  
conducted a t  t h e  half-work, ha l f - s tudy  schoo l  was c u t  i n  
h a l f ,  and mod i f i ca t ions  were in t roduced  t o  a s s u r e  a  h igh  
l e v e l  of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  

Enrol lment  f o r  t h e  half-work, ha l f - s tudy  s c h o o l s  
fo l lows  t h e  p a t t e r n  s e t  when t h e  s c h o o l s  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  
They a r e  t o  r e c r u i t  from middle s c h o o l  g radua te s ,  o r  
from workers engaged i n  t h e  same a r e a s  covered by t h e  
s c h o o l s '  c u r r i c u l a .  Middle s c h o o l  g radua te s ,  however, 
must work i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  t o  which t h e  s choo l  i d  a t t a c h e d  
f o r  t h r e e  t o  s i x  months p r i o r  t o  beginning t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  

Primary emphasis i n  t h e  half-work, ha l f - s tudy  
s c h o o l s  is on a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  d e v i a t i o n s  t h a t  became common 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  and perhaps  
n a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  s c h o o l s  sought  better educated s t u d e n t s  
and began t o  emphasize c lassroom s t u d i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e s e  s t u d d e s  w i th  a c t u a l  f a c t o r y  p roduc t ion  
problems. I t  is even r e p o r t e d  t h a t  some schoo l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
r e s e a r c h  depar tments ,  qnd morepand moreldhcs p c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  
focus  of t h e  s c h o o l s  began t o  f a d e  away. T h i s  probably 
is an a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of developments i n  t h e  l a r g e r  
p l a n t s ,  such  a s  t h e  Shanghai Machine Tool P l a n t  d i scussed  
above, where  advanced cour ses  would be an i d e a l  way t o  
develop t e c h n i c i a n s  capab le  of c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  p l a n t ' s  
r e s e a r c h  c a p a c i t y .  



Urban Schools :  Summary 

The h i g h l y  p o l i t i c i z e d  and narrow v o c a t i o n a l  cur-  
r i c u l a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s  and p r o v i n c i a l ,  n a t i o n a l ,  
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b roadcas t s  fo l low Maols p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  
toward t h e  t y p e  of e d u c a t i o n  most s u i t a b l e  f o r  c r e a t i n g  
t h e  new Chinese man. H i s  ambi t ions ,  accord ing  t o  Maots 
f i a t ,  a r e  t o  be narrowed by c r e a t i n g  a  system t h a t  almost 
e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  and t h e  commune a r e  
t o  be h i s  u l t i m a t e  end. Never the less ,  t h e  r e p o r t  on t h e  
Canton #61 Middle School  p rov ides  s u f f i c i e n t  cause  t o  
s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  some s c h o o l s  w i l l  i n  f a c t  p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  
f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  +. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e  is no doubt 
t h a t  many Chinese s t u d e n t s  sought  a  u n i v e r s i t y  educa t ion .  
C e r t a i n l y  by t h e  t i m e  a  s t u d e n t  had e n t e r e d  s e n i o r  middle 
s choo l  h i s  s i g h t s  would be set  on a  u n i v e r s i t y .  Whether 
o r  no t  t h e  new c u r r i c u l a  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  
i n  f a c t  lower t h e  ambi t ions  of a  s t u d e n t  is a  matber of 
c o n j e c t u r e ,  bu t  t h e r e  is no doubt t h a t  one of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  
of t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  system is t o  change t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  
of t h e  s t u d e n t .  

If t h e  p o l i c i e s  now being a p p l i e d  are implemented 
w i t h  l i t t l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  t hey  w i l l  have 
on highkm.-,education, t h e n  even i f  s t u d e n t s  a r e  admi t ted  
t o  a  u n i v e r s i t y  t hey  w i l l  be f a r  from adequa te ly  prepared ,  
even by Ch inese . s t anda rds .  There  is t h e  d i s t i n c t  poss i -  
b i l i t y ,  however, t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e d  s e n i o r  middle s c h o o l s  
w i l l  emerge whose pr imary f u n c t i o n  w i l l  be t o  p r e p a r e  
u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  however, t h e  
d a t a  do no t  permit  us  t o  make any f i r m  judgements. 



CONCLUSIONS AND SPECULATIONS 

The c u r r e n t  r e f o r m s  stem from Mao's l o n g s t a n d i n g  
d i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  T h i s  d i s t r u s t  is b a s e d  
upon Mao's p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  as a n  elEte 
s t r u c t u r e  compe t ing  w i t h  t h e  P a r t y  f o r  a  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  
i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  C h i n e s e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
h a s  s e e n  h i m s e l f  as a  member o f  a n  e l i t e ,  and i n  i m p e r i a l  
t i m e s  t h i s  e l i t e  d i d  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  s t a t e  and have  t h e  
p redominan t  l e a d e r s h i p  role  i n  s o c i e t y .  An e n d u r i n g  v a l u e  
of t h e  s o c i e t y  was,  and is, t o  u s e  t h e  academic  l a d d e r  
f o r  social and p o l i t i c a l  m o b i l i t y .  

After g a i n i n g  c o n t r o l  of t h e  mainland i n  1949,  
t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y  set  i t se l f  t h e  t a s k s  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  t h e  s t a t e  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  i t  
c r e a t e d  a  new p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  and f u n d a m e n t a l l y  r e c a s t  
t h e  s o c i a 1 , s y s t e m .  Rap id  economic  development  was an  
o b v i o u s  g o a l ,  and t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  was d e s i g n e d  
t o  s t r u c t u r e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  P a r t y .  Revolu- 
t i o n i z i n g  s o c i e t y ,  however, was t h e  most  d i f f i c u l t  g o a l  
t o  a c h i e v e  because  i t  r e q u i r e d  t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  some 
o f  t h e  major  v a l u e s  of t h e  soc ie ty .  I t  was t h i s  g o a l  
t h a t  was t o  c o m p l i c a t e  t h e  ach ievement  o f  t h e  g o a l s  s e t  
f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic s y s t e m s .  

The p r o c e s s  of e d u c a t i o n  became a  ma jo r  target o f  
reforms, f o r  i t  was t o  be used as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t o o l  f o r  
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e  v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e  and b e  t h e  s o u r c e  of 
"wor thy s u c c e s s o r s ~  t o  Maovs  r e v o l u t i o n .  However, t h e  
g o a l  of  r a p i d  economic development  was a l s o  t o  be  s o u g h t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s y s t e m ,  and  t h u s  t h e  two f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s y s t e m  r e s u l t e d  i n  c o n f l i c t i n g  g o a l s  and p o l i c i e s .  On 
t h e  one  hand t h e  s t a t e  needed t o  p roduce  l a r g e  numbers 
of s c i e n t i s t s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  m a t h e m a t i c i a n s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  
and o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  b u i l d  and s u p e r v i s e  an advanced 
i n d u s t r i a l  s t a te ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  
l e a d e r s h i p  was demanding a  l o y a l t y  t o  Mao and t h e  P a r t y  



t h a t  approached  a  demand f o r  f a n a t i c i s m .  The r e s u , l t  of  
t h e s e  c o n f . l i c t i n g  demands was an  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  
compromised academic  achievement  i n , f a v o r  o f  i n t e n s e  
p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  

The i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  demands on t h e  edu- 
c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  v a r i e d ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  t h r e s h o l d  p r i o r  t o  
$he c u r r e n t  p e r i o d  b e i n g  a c h i e v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  Leap 
F'brward o f  1958-1960. Indeed ,  many o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  reforms 
c a n  be t r a c $ d  back t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  G r e a t  
Leap Forplard,  t h e r e  was a  p e r i o d  of r e t r e n c h m e n t  i n  which 
*he e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  was d i r e c t e d  t o  r e c o v e r  some of  
t h e  ground i t  had l o s t  d u r i n g  t h o s e  d i s a s t r o u s  years. 
I n  1963-66, however, Mao r e v i v e d , h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  
g o a l s  and na t ion-wide  e x p e r i m e n t s  were conduc ted  i n  t h e  
development  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  h i g h  s c h o o l s  and v o c a t i o n a l l y -  
o r i e n t e d  c o l l e g e  l e v e l  c o u r s e s .  Dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  pre- 
c e e d i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a n  attempt t o  
c r e a t e  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  d i v i d e d  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  two g roups .  The b r i g h t e r  s t u d e n t s  
went t h r o u g h  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  t h a t  c u l -  
mina ted  i n  advanced u n i v e r s i t y  d e g r e e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  less 
t a l e n t e d  were c h a n n e l l e d  t h r o u g h  a  v o c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  
t h a t  combined c l a s s r o o m  s t u d i e s  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  indus -  
t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  d u a l  s y s t e m  was 
t o  become a t a r g e t  o f  Maols w r a t h ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e ,  i n  
biao's e y e s ,  i t  s t i l l  produced i n t e l l e c t u a l  a r i s t o c r a t s  
o f  d u b i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  and t h e  t e c h n i c i a n s  
produced by t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  were a b s o r b i n g  l lbourgeois"  
v a l u e s  f rom t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m s .  I n  Maols 
view, t h e  problem o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  had y e t  t o  
be s o l v e d .  

The r e f o r m s  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
bear Maols  mark;  h i s  f e a r s  and p e r c e p t i o n s  a r e  t h e  s o u r c e  
of t h e  c u r r e n t  " e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  Once a g a i n  t h e  
academic c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  h a s  been 
s a c r i f i c e d  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  g o a l s  of  c r e a t i n g  a  new C h i n e s e  
man. The u s e  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  
t h e  v a l u e s  o f  C h i n a ' s  youth  h a s ,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ;  been 
combined w i t h  a n  i n t e n s i v e  campaign t o  l ' r e e d u c a t e l l  t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  The p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
h i s  s t r u c k  a  s e v e r e  blow t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  and h a s  
nade t h e  l i f e  o f  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a p o l i t i c a l l y  d a n g e r o u s  



g o a l .  For  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  even  i f  h e  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  
h a r b o r  academic  e x c e l l e n c e  and t h e  l i f e  o f  a n  academic  
as p e r s o n a l  g o a l s ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  a c h i e v i n g  a u n i u e r -  
s i t y  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  poor .  The new system is 
d e s i g n e d  t o  f o c u s  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  g o a l s  on ,  a t  best,  t h e  
ro le  o f  a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n  a f a c t o r y  or on a r u r a l  commune. 
T h e r e  is no c l e a r  p i c t u r e  e v o l v i n g  of t h e  f u t u r e  C h i n e s e  
u n i v e r s i t y ,  b u t  i t  is q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  f o r  a y e a r  or s o  
a t  l e a s t ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  some i n s t i t u t i o n s  con- 
c e n t r a t i n g  on  s p e c i a l t i &  deemed e s s e n t i a l  by t h e  regime, 
i t  w i l l  p roduce  o n l y  h i g h e r  t e c h n i c i a n s .  Admi t t ance  t o  
a u n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  r e q u i r e  v e r y  s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  bona  - 
f i d e s ,  and c l a s s  background w i l l  p rove  t o  be a n  e x t r e m e l y  
i m p o r t a n t  and r i g i d l y  a p p l i e d  c r i t e r i o n .  

Even assuming p r o g r e s s  toward  a u n i v e r s i t y  d e g r e e ,  
t h e  s t u d e n t  w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  p r o g r e s s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  a r d u o u s  
e x p e r i e n c e  i f  c u r r e n t  r e f o r m s  a r e  r i g i d l y  and s y s t e m a t i c a l  
implemented.  P h y s i c a l  l a b o r  i n  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  w i l l  
be f o l l o w e d  by a p e r i o d  o f  one ,  two, or t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  
manual  l a b o r  p r ior  t o  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  a u n i v e r s i t y .  Thus 
a s t u d e n t ' s  a m b i t i o n s  would have  to  be e x t r e m e l y  s t r o n g  
i f  h e  were t o  a t t e m p t  t o  c l i m b  t h e  academic  l a d d e r  o f  
s u c c e s s .  

T h e r e  a r e ,  however, some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  ex- 
treme a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e f o r m s  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  to  be 
m o d i f i e d .  Articles and e d i t o r i a l s  i n  t h e  press s i n c e  
l a s t  F e b r u a r y  have s t r e s s e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  t h a t  " i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
must  be g i v e n  a way o u t , "  and  t h a t  Maots  t e a c h i n g s  o n  
t h i s  have a lways  been clear.  @kngming.Dai ly  on  27 Febru-  
a r y  wro te :  

.. I . ,  ...- ' 

Chairman Mao t e a c h e s  us: 'The g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  
of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  o f  o u r  c o u n t r v  a r e  w i l l -  
i n g  t o  be  p r o g r e s s i v e  and t o  reform t h e m s e l v e s ,  
and c a n  be re fo rmed  . ' 

Nanfang D a i l y  of Canton o n  27 March e d i t o r i a l i z e d :  

Some i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i t h  p rob lems  i n  t h e i r  
academic  t h i n k i n g  may n o t  b e  o s t r a c i z e d  
s o  l o n g  a s  t h e y  s t i l l  s u p p o r t  socialism 



p o l i t i c a l l y  and a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  follow 
Chairman Mao t o  make r e v o l u t i o n .  - T h e i r  
u s e f u l  knowledge is to  be u t i l i z e d  t o  
S e r v e  s o c i a l i s m .  (Emphasis  added)  

S t r e s s i n g  t h e  l o n g ,  drawn o u t  p r o c e s s  o f  l l r e e d u c a t i o n " ,  
t h e  e d i t o r i a l  c o n t i n u e d :  

I t  is u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e i r  
[ i n t e l l e c t u a l s ]  o l d  i d e a s  and work s t y l e s  

w i l l  be  c o m p l e t e l y  changed a f t e r  t h e y  
have  a t t e n d e d  a f e w  m e e t i n g s  o r  gone t o  
r u r a l  a r e a s  once  o r  twice. 

The t h r u s t  o f  t h e  ( p o l i c y  is s t i l l  c l e a r l y  aimed a t  '*re- f 3  , ,a 

e d u c a t i o n " ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a r e  n o t  t o  be f o r c e d  
i n t o  immediate " t r a n s f o r m a t i o n " ;  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  is 
c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  knowledge is t o  be u t i l i z e d .  
I n  view o f  t h e  cacophony o f  propaganda p r a i s i n g  t h e  
i n v e n t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  and p e a s a n t s ,  and t h e i r  
o s m o t i c  i n s p i r a t i o n  from Mao Tse- tung,  s u c h  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
may p r e s a g e  a  r e l a x a t i o n  of p o l i c y .  

S i m i l a r  c u r r e n t s  of propaganda c a n  b e  o b s e r v e d  
b e i n g  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  The t e r r o r i z i n g  of t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and t h e  f r o n t a l  a s s a u l t  on t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
sys tem have r a i s e d  d o u b t s  among t h e  s t u d e n t s  a s  t o  t h e  
v i a b i l i t y  of  an  academic career and t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of 
e d u c a t i o h .  The press h a s  begun t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e s e  
d o u b t s .  S h a n g h a i ' s  i n f l u e n t i a l  Wen Hui Pao on 18 March 
p u b l i s h e d  a n  e d i t o r i a l  on  e d u c a t E  d i r e s y  c o n f r o n t i n g  
t h e  s t u d e n t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  effect of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  on e d u c a t i o n :  

I n  t h e  c u r r e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t h e r e  is 
a lso  a  need t o  c r i t ic ize  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  'You 
w i l l  ge t  n o t h i n g  o u t  of s t u d y . '  T h i s  is b u t  
a n o t h e r  form o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  ' s t u d y i n g  t o  
become a n  o f f i c i a l ,  ' and ,  s i m i l a r l y ,  i t  is a 
b o u r g e o i s  i d e o l o g y .  Some p e o p l e ,  c o n t a m i n a t e d  
by L i u  S h a o - c h i ' s  f a l l a c y  of ' s t u d y i n g  t o  
become a n  o f f i c i a l , '  have the s i n g l e  interest 



of  becoming o f f i c i a l s  and becoming r i c h .  
They u s e  books  as t h e  r u n g s  o f  a  l a d d e r  
t o  cl imb upward. F i n d i n g  t h a t  t h i s  r o a d  
has been b l o c k e d ,  t h e y  have swung f r o m  one  
e x t r e m e  t o  a n o t h e r .  D i s p i r i t e d ,  t h e y  
s p r e a d  s u c h  f a l l a c i e s  as ' A t t e n d i n g  un i -  
v e r s i t i e s  is an e r r o r  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n .  
S i n c e  w e  w i l l  have t o  do  manual work, what 
is t h e  u s e  o f  s t u d y i n g .  ' 

The e d i t o r i a l  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " s t u d y  is still  t h e  t h i n g  when 
we e n t e r  a s c h o o l ,  b u t  i t  depends  on how you go  abou t  
do ing  i t . "  S t u d i e s  a r e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  accord-  
i n g  t o  t h e  e d i t o r i a l ,  b u t  t h e  s t u d e n t  s h o u l d  m a i n t a i n  
h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  o r i e n t e d  g o a l s .  

n 

T h i s  s o f t e n i n g  o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  d i r e c t e d  toward 
e d u c a t i o n  h a s  n o t  been  r e f l e c t e d  i n  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  
r e f o r m  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  a r e  
i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l a c k  o f  p r o g r e s s  
toward e d u c a t i o n a l  r e fo rm i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  L ibe ra -  
t i o n  D a i l y  o n  30 March p u b l i s h e d  a n  e d i t o r i a l  co-ng 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  propaganda ' t eams  t h a t  t h e  
t i m e  had come t o :  

... b o l d l y  e x p l o r e ,  c o u r a g e o u s l y  implement,  
and d o  o u r  best t o  d e t e r m i n e  c o n c r e t e  
methods  on how t o  r u n  t h e  p h y s i c s ,  e n g i n e e r -  
i n g ,  m e d i c a l ,  and h u m a n i t i e s  d e p a r t m e n t s  
o f  s o c i a l i s t  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

E v i d e n t l y  t h e  p u r g e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a s  been s l o w i n g  
down p r o g r e s s  toward t h e  development o f  model u n i v e r s i t i e s  
d e s i g n e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  k i n d s  o f  programs t h e  new 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  s h o u l d  be c r e a t i n g .  Wen Hui Pao on 29 March 
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m s ~ u ~ b ~ g r a e p e d v  
w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  "we a r e  p u r i f y i n g  c l a s s  r a n k s . "  
The emphasis  i n  t h e s e  and o t h e r  e d i t o r i a l s  is on p u t t i n g  
c o n c r e t e  r e f o r m s  i n t o  p r a c t i c e ,  but t h u s  f a r  we have no 
i n d i c a t o r s  beyond t h e  Tungchi U n i v e r s i t y  and Shanghai  
Machine Tool  P l a n t  e x p e r i m e n t s  s u g g e s t i n g  what modi f i ca -  
t i o n s  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  be made and how t h e y  w i l l  be imple- 
mented. 



The e f f e c t  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  on C h i n a ' s  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  and t h e  cos ts  of  t h i g  effect t o  China 
are e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  t o  measure .  
By J u n e  of t h i s  y e a r  C h i n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  w i l l  have 
been  o u t  of p r o d u c t i o n  for  t h r e e  f u l l  y e a r s ,  and t h e r e  
are i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  may r e m a i n  c l o s e d  
f o r  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  two y e a r s .  Al though t h e  c l a s s e s  of  
1967  and 1968 have been  ' lgraduatedV-- the  s t a t u s  of  t h e  
'69 c l a s s  is u n c l e a r - - t h e y  have  n o t  comple ted  t h e i r  un i -  
v e r s i t y  o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  Assuming a f i v e  
y e a r  program,  t h e  class of  1968 w i l l  have comple ted  t h r e e  
y e a r s '  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  c l a s s  of  1967 f o u r  y e a r s ,  and t h e  
c l a s s  o f  1969,  i f  i t  is g r a d u a t e d ,  w i l l  have comple ted  
o n l y  two y e a r s f  t r a i n i n g .  F o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h e  u n i v e r s i -  
t ies  have  f a i l e d  t o  e n r o l l  any  new s t u d e n t s ,  and i t  is . 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  n o t  be  e n r o l l e d  t h i s  s p r i n g  ' I '  

f o r  c l a s s e s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l .  Ch ina  h a s  f lg radua ted"  
between 3 4 0 , 0 0 0  and 510,000 s t u d e n t s  who have  n o t  com- 
p l e t e d  t h e i r  u n i v e r s i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  assuming a gradua-  
t i o n  o f  170 ,000  s t u d e n t s  from i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n  e a c h  y e a r .  The number of midd le  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  
"g radua ted1 '  r u n s  i n t o .  t h e  m i l l i o n s .  

B r e a k i n g  down t h e  340 ,000  base, 131,000 would be 
e n g i n e e r s ,  42 ,600 would be i n  m e d i c i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  h e a l t h  
s c i e n c e s  and pharmacy, 2 8 , 8 0 0  would be i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
f i e l d s ,  1 7 , 0 0 0  would be i n  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e  f i e l d s ,  
42 ,600  would be  i n  economics ,  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  f o r e i g n  
l a n g u a g e s  and o t h e r  f i e l d s .  Assuming t h a t  t h e  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  d o  n o t  r e c r u i t  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  
coming y e a r ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  w i l l  have f a i l e d  t o  
g r a d u a t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  680,000 s t u d e n t s  on  time, and a t  
a minimum t h e  f i g u r e  w i l l  b e  a round  510,000. 

The number o f  l i v i n g  g r a d u a t e s  of h i g h e r  educa-  
t i o n  i n  1966 was e s t i m a t e d  t o  be 1 ,879 ,000 .  Thus  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  cost China ,  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  a n  a d d i -  
t i o n  o f  o n e - t h i r d  t o  its h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  g r a d u a t e s .  
I'he s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
e v a l u a t e  -wi th  any d e g r e e  of p r e c i s i o n .  I t  c a n b e  a r g u e d  
t h a t  Ch ina  was p r o d u c i n g  more u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e s  t h a n  
L t  c o u l d ' u s e f u l l y  employ p r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  cost d e s c r i b e d  above is n o t  too 



s i g n i f i c a n t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  5 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
and t e c h n i c a l  g r a d u a t e s  were produced i n  t h e  f i v e - y e a r  
p e r i o d  1962-66; t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  a r e  q u i t e  young and t h e  
d e a t h  ra te  is c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  low. T h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  
however,  h a s  t o  be m o d i f i e d  by t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
a v e r a g e  a g e  of competent  r e s e a r c h  and e n g i n e e r i n g  l e a d e r s  
is h i g h e r  t h a n  we would e x p e c t  b e c a u s e  of t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  
dependence  upon o l d e r  s c i e n t i s t s  and e n g i n e e r s  t r a i n e d  
i n  Europe and t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and s c i e n t i s t s  t r a i n e d  
i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. The b u f f e r  t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
o f  y o u t h  p r o v i d e s  for  China is, t h u s ,  n o t  as e f f e c t i v e  
as i t  m i g h t  a p p e a r  t o  be. 

The l a t te r  q u e s t i o n  r a i s e s  one  of t h e  more s e r i o u s  
costs  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion- -Ph .D. - l eve l  s c i e n t i s t s .  
D a t a  o n  C h i n a ' s  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  t r a i n i n g  ar ,e  e x t r e m e l y  
s c a n t y ,  b u t  i t  h a s  been e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  by 1970 China  
would have  produced some 6 , 5 0 0  Ph.D.- level  s c i e n t i s t s .  
The c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e d u c e  t h i s  number 
t o  some 3,000. Thus  t h e  b u r d e n  o n  C h i n a ' s  o l d e r  European 
and U.S. t r a i n e d  s c i e n t i s t s  and  t h e  R u s s i a n  t r a i n e d  
s p e c i a l i s t s  w i l l  n o t  be r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  
migh t  have  b e e n ,  and t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  C h i n a ' s  r e s e a r c h  
c a p a c i t y  h a s  been  s e v e r e l y  l im i t ed . !  

The o v e r a l l  impac t  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  on  
e d u c a t i o n  and i ts  c o s t s  t o  C h i n a ' s  n a t i o n a l  development  
g o a l s  s e e n  i n  terms o f  i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
g rowth ,  and r e s e a r c h  and deve lopment  c a p a c i t y  is a l s o  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  judge.  To some e x t e n t ,  t h i s  impact  w i l l  
be c u s h i o n e d  by t h e  you th  df C h i n a ' s  body of h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n  g r a d u a t e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  c u s h i o n  w i l l  
l o s e  its e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  s u c h  as  i t  is, i f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
reforms are pursued  w i t h  v i g o r  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  or so. 
I t  is still  p o s s i b l e  for China  t o  s e e k  i ts n a t i o n a l  
d e f e n s e - r e l a t e d  g o a l s  by a l l o c a t i n g  teams o f  s c i e n t i s t s  
t o  projects s u c h  a s  s p e c i a l  weapons development ,  b u t  
s u c h  a d e c i s i o n  draws from a p o o l  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  minds  
t h a t  is q u i t e  s m a l l .  By a l l o c a t i n g  r e s o u r c e s  t o  n u c l e a r  
wdapons and d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m s ,  f o r  example ,  t h e  r eg ime  
c a n n o t  b u t  a v o i d  r e d u c i n g  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
o t h e r ,  p e r h a p s  e q u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  deve lopmenta l  prob- 
l e m s  s u c h  a s  n u c l e a r  power s o u r c e s  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e  
and s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  development .  



A l t h o u g h  i t  is p o s s i b l e  f o r  C h i n a  t o  a d j u s t  its 
n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e - r e l a t e d  p r o j e c t s  t o  a  l o w e r  e x p a n s i o n  
r,ate o f  s c i e n t i s t s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  m a t h e m a t i c i a n s ,  e t c . ,  a t  
t h e  e x p e n s e  of o t h e r  a r e a s  of n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  
more a b s t r a c t  c o s t s  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  may be 
more d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o r r e c t .  The r e i g n  o f  t e r r o r  # t h a t  
h a s  b e e n  i n f l i c t e d  o n  C h i n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  and . 
5 t s  r e s e a r c h  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  l e f t  a r e s i d u e  o f  fear among 
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and  s e r i o u s  d o u b t s  among t h e  s t u d e n t s  
as  to  t h e  v i a b i l i t y  of a n  academic  career. I t  s h o u l d  
a l s o  be o b s e r v e d ,  however ,  t h a t  t h i s  is n o t  t h e  first 
t f m e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and  a s p i r a n t s  f o r  a p l a c e  
i n  t h i s  s t r a t u m  h a v e  come u n d e r  a t t a c k .  Mao h a s  n e v e r  
d i s g u i s e d  h i s  d i e t r u s t  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  and  t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  h a s  b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  to  i n t e n s e " p p l i t i c a 1  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  f o r  some t w e n t y  y e a r s .  Our s o u r c e s  i n -  
d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  g r o u p  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  mos t  e x t r e m e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  regime, 
p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  f o r m  of @ i s s i m u l a t i o n .  The campaign  
s t y l e  o f  p o l i t i c s  h a s  l e d  t o  a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  b e h a v i o r  
p a t t e r n  t h a t  c o u l d  e a s i l y  l e a d  to  a p e r s p e c t i v e  of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  p e r m i t s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  await, 
i n  h i s  e y e s ,  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s ,  
o r  a t  least  a  less v i g o r o u s  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h e  
p o l i c i e s  o f  r e f o r m .  

The i m p a c t  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  o n  t h e  i n -  
t e l l i g e n t s i a  and  t h e  s t u d e n t s  c a n n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  be 
d e t e r m i n e d .  The  n a t i d n a l  and  r e g i o n a l  p r e s s  g i v e  i n d i -  
c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  are d i s i l l u s i o n e d  and  q u e s t i o n  
t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of a  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  h a v e  g r a v e  
d o u b t s  a b o u t  p r o c e e d i n g  a l o n g  t h e  academic  p a t h .  If t h e  
c u r r e n t  po l ic ies  are  r i g i d l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  C h i n a ' s  y o u t h  
w i l l  be r e l u c t a n t  t o  c h o o s e  t h e  academic  l a d d e r .  I t  is 
more l i k e l y ,  however ,  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  i n d i c a t o r s  r e f l ec t  
a m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i c y ,  and t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i l l  p e r c e i v e  t h e  c u r r e n t  e x t r e m e s  a s  a 
s h o r t  r a n g e  t a c t i c a l  e f fo r t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  is a p p a r e n t  
t h a t  Mao's v i e w s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  have  n o t  c h a n g e d .  The 
p o l i t i c a l  demands o n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  
b e  h i g h ,  b u t  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  of t h e  ' ' r u l e s  o f  t h e  game1' 
#ill t e n d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  a c t u a l  impac t  o f  t h e  reforms. 



N6ne t h e l e s s  ; ' t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  ' o f  ' m i l  l i o n s  o f  Red Guards  
w i l l  reemphasize f o r  them t h e  u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  regime 
p o l i c y .  T h e i r  new s t a t u s  is c o n s i d e r a b l y  be low t h a t  wh ich  
t h e y  p r o b a b l y  e x p e c t e d  from t h e i r  e a r l i e r  r o l e  a s  Mao 's  
v a n g u a r d .  I I d i s -  
i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i t h  Mao 's  C h i n a  w i l l  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  be- 
come more common a s  t h e  mon ths  pass. P r i o r  t o  t h e - c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  C h i n a ' s  y o u t h  had l i t t l e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  a pro-  
d u c t i v e  l i f e ;  now t h e y  p r o b a b l y  have  e v e n  less. F o r  many 
o f  C h i n a ' s  y o u t h ,  t h e  l a d d e r  o f  s u c c e s s  was  e i t h e r  t h e  
P a r t y  o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  The P a r t y  h a s  y e t  t o  be r e b u i l t ,  
a n d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and  r e s e a r c h  u n i t s  a r e  still b e i n g  
r e v o l u t i o n i z e d .  P e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e s e  two s t r u c t u r e s  a s  
career g o a l s  w i l l  depend t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  o n  f u t u r e  de- 
v e l o p m e n t s  w i t h i n  them. F o r  t h e  most  p a r t ,  most s t u d e n t s  
c e r t a i n l y  fear  a l i f e  o f  s e r v i t u b  o n  t h e  commune o r  i n  
a f a c t o r y  w i t h  n o  clear way o f  a v o i d i n g  s u c h  a f a t e ,  
e x c e p t  p o s s i b l y  t h r o u g h  a career i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a -  
t i o n  Army. 


