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LIN PIAO AND THE STRUCTURE OF POWER 

MEMORANDUM TO RECIPIENTS: 

The f r a i l  and e n i g m a t i c  L i n  P i a o  h a s  seemed to 
many o b s e r v e r s  a  s t r a n g e  c h o i c e  a s  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  h e i r  
t o  Mao Tse- tung .  Many b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  c a n n o t  l o n g  
s u r v i v e  Mao. The  message  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  s t u d y  is 
t h a t  i n  v iew of L i n t s  a p p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h ,  
h i s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  h o l d i n g  power s h o u l d  n o t  be  d i s m i s s e d  
l i g h t l y .  

I t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  s t u d y  c o n c e n t r a t e s  
o n  o n e  f a c t o r  o n l y  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s i o n :  L i n ' s  p o s i t i o n  
i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  power. I t  c o n s i d e r s  L i n t s  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  b o t h  h i s  p r o t e g e s  and  h i s  p e e r s ,  and  t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e s e  for  L i n t s  p o l i c i e s ,  I d e n t i f y i n g  
t h o s e  who m i g h t  r e a s o n a b l y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  L i n t s  p r o t e g e s ,  
t h e  s t u d y  t r a c e s  t h e  s t r i k i n g  degree to  which  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  pu rged  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  have  been  
r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e s e  a p p a r e n t  p r o t e g e s  of L i n t s  -- who 
now d o m i n a t e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  t h e  most 
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t i w c t u r e  of power. I t  
a l so  t r a c e s  t h e  l i n e s  o n  which  L i n  seems t o  b e  moving 
t o  a c h i e v e  a  s i m i l a r  d o m i n a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  e m e r g i n g  P a r t y  
s t r u c t u r e .  The p a p e r  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  L i n t s  heavy  re l i -  
a n c e  on  m i l i t a r y  proteges, and  h i s  p r e f e r e n c e  for  o n e  
t y p e  of c i v i l i a n  l e a d e r  o v e r  a n o t h e r ,  w i l l  b o t h  t e n d  
t o  d e t e r  him from p u r s u i n g  M a o i s t  pol ic ies  t o  t h e  ex- 
tremes t o  which  Mao h a s  p u r s u e d  them. 

The  s t u d y ' s .  me thodo logy  a p p r o a c h e s  w i t h  c a r e  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of what  c o n s t i t u t e s  a protege and  w h e t h e r  s u c h  

. . a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  n e c e s s a r i l y  t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  e f f e c t i v e  
p o l i t i c a l  power. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  . t h e  s t u d y  r e c o g n i z e s  t h h t  
many f a c t o r s  o t h e r  t h a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  
come i n t o  p l a y  in d e t e r m i n i n g  s u c c e s s i o n  l e a d e r s  and  
p o l i c i e s  a f t e r  Mao. 
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LIN PIAO AND THE STRUCTURE OF POWER 

Summary 

L i n  P i a o  h a s  been  c o m p l e t e l y  l o y a l  t o  Mao. Y e t  
a s  M a o t s  d e s i g n a t e d  s u c c e s s o r ,  he  h a s  had t o  l o o k  to- 
ward t h e  d a y  when h e  mus t  work w i t h o u t  Mao. With  Mao's 
a c q u i e s c e n c e ,  he h a s  i n d e e d  been  making  p r e p a r a t i o n s  
f o r  t h a t  day .  

Throughou t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  r e a l  
b a s e  of power f o r  b o t h  Mao and  L i n  h a s  been  t h e  armed 
forces (PLA). L i n  h a s  n o t  h e s i t a t e d  to p u r g e  PLA 
l e a d e r s  -- i n c l u d i n g  h i s  own p r o t e g e s  -- who d i s -  
p l e a s e d  Mao o r  who, i n  L i n t s  j udgmen t ,  d i d  n o t  meet 
Maols  s t a n d a r d s .  Y e t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  making  t h e  
PLA r e l i a b l e  b o t h  for Mao and  for  h i m s e l f ,  he  h a s  been  
a b l e  to  i n s t a l l  many more of h i s  p r o t e g e s  i n  k e y  p o s i -  
t i o n s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e  t h a n  have  been  lost  i n  
t h e  p u r g e s .  L i n  now ove rwhe lming ly  d o m i n a t e s  -- t h r o u g h  
h i s  p r o t e g e s  -- t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  
P e k i n g  and  t h e  M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Thus  h e  
d o m i n a t e s  t h e  power-system which  p r o t e c t s  t h e  c e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s  and  c a r r i e s  o u t  t h e i r  orders, wh ich  s u v e r -  
v i s e s  many c e n t r a l  m i n i s t r i e s  and  is t h e  s t r o n g e s t  f o r c e  
i n  local  g o v e r n i n g  b o d i e s ,  and  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  
ma in  c o e r c i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  Ch ina .  

L i n  is t o  b e  t h e  l e a d e r  a s  w e l l  o f  a  Communist 
P a r t y ,  s h a t t e r e d  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  b u t  now 
b e i n g  r e c o n s t r u c t e d .  L i n  h a s  a  l o n g  way t o  go ,  before 
he c a n  d o m i n a t e  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  way t h a t  he  
now d o m i n a t e s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e .  H i s  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  members of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  
committee, 
seems stil 
and is u n l  
Chou En-la  

t h e  t o p  po l i cy -mak ing  body,  a r e  uneven.  H e  
1 to  have  t h e  c o m p l e t e  c o n f i d e n c e  of Mao, 
i k e l y  t o  f o r f e i t  i t .  And h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
.i .seem v e r y  good.  Bu t  t h e y  seem less good 



w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  two, Chen Po-ta (Maofs  writer and t r o u b l e -  
s h o o t e r )  and Kang Sheng (Maofs  pol iceman) .  The known 
of f icers  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group, s a i d  t o  be  
t h e  P a r t y ' s  d e  f a c t o  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  a r e  Chen and Kang and 
some o t h e r s  close t o  t h o s e  two, n o t  t o  L in .  T h a t  same 
g r o u p  h a s  r e p o r t e d l y  had t h e  l a r g e s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  . . 
i n  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  rest of t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  i n  
Pek ing  and i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  

But L i n  knows which.components  o f  t h e  emerging 
P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  and h e  seems t o  be t ak -  
i n g  s t e p s  a n a l o g o u s  to t h o s e  he  t o o k  i n  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  
domina t ing  t h e  PLA. I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  
of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee is a l r e a d y  chang ing  
(Chen is m i s s i n g ) ,  and,  i f  so,  L i n t s  p r o t e g e  Huang 
Yung-sheng, t h e  second- rank ing  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ,  is a  
l i k e l y  c a n d i d a t e .  Beyond t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  Mao h a s  
r e p o r t e d l y  g i v e n  L in  t h e  j o b  of s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  d e  f a c t o  ' 

s e c r e t a r i a t  i n  i ts r e b u i l d i n g  of t h e  P a r t y ,  and L i n  is 
p r o b a b l y  a d d i n g  some of h i s  p r o t e g e s  to  t h a t  body. 
H i s  p r o t e g e s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  a p p e a r  a l s o  i n  t h e  upper  
l e v e l s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  
s e c r e t a r i a t ,  and p r o t e g e s  of h i s  p r o t e g e s  a t  lower 
l e v e l s .  S t i l l  o t h e r  p r o t e g e s  of L i n g s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  to  
head many of t h e  new P a r t y  committees i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  p r o v i n c e s  which c o n t a i n  t h e  power- 
f u l  M i l i t a r y  Region h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

L i n t s  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  h o l d i n g  power, i f  h i s  h e a l t h  
h o l d s ,  seem f a i r l y  good. H e  w i l l  have Maovs c l e a r  
mandate ,  h i s  own i m p r e s s i v e  r e c o r d  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Re-  
v o l u t i o n  ( i n  which he s u c c e s s f u l l y  purged t h e  PLA a t  
t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  h e  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  u s i n g  i t  a s  t h e  
main i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ) ,  and what seem t o  
be f o r m i d a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a s s e t s  and u n e q u a l l e d  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  them. 

The c h a n c e s  seem good t h a t  L i n  and Chou En- la i  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  hang t o g e t h e r ,  b o t h  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  
Maofs  d e a t h .  T h e r e  seems o n l y  a n  o u t s i d e  chance  t h a t  
L i n  w i l l  come t o ' s e e  Chou a s  a  d a n g e r o u s  r i v a l .  L i n  * 

w i l l  p r o b a b l y  work well too w i t h  most  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s ,  who have r e a s o n  t o  be l o y a l  t o  h i m .  I f  L i n  



were t o  make extreme demands on t h e s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
and t h r e a t e n  or t r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  p u r g e ,  
he might  w e l l  be over thrown i n  a  coup;  b u t  L i n  seems 
t o  have no i n t e n t i o n  of p u t t i n g  t h e  PLA t h r o u g h  a l l  
t h i s  a g a i n .  

L i n t  s a p p a r e n t  p r e f e r e n c e  for Chou En- la i  and 
L i n t s  m i l i t a r y  comrades ,  o v e r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  r a d i c a l s  
o f  t h e  d e  f a c t o  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  may have i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  
L i n l s  p o l i c i e s  a s  t h e  s u c c e s s o r .  I t  may mean t h a t  
L i n t s  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  a s  r a d i c a l  and m i l i t a n t  
a s  Maots a r e .  T h i s  would n o t  mean t h e  abandonment of 
a b i d i n g  f e a t u r e s  of  Maoism i n  p r a c t i c e  -- t h e  emphasis  
on l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  l e a d e r  p e r s o n a l l y ,  on t h e  heavy 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of c a d r e s ,  on t h e  impor tance  of p o l i -  
t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and moral  i n c e n t i v e ,  and on t h e  
need for  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  campaigns p r e s s i n g  h a r d  on 
t h e  popu lace .  But  i t  might  w e l l  mean a w i l l i n g n e s s  
t o  c o n t i n u e  on t h e s e  l i n e s  w i t h o u t  r e a c h i n g  t h e  ex t remes  
t h a t  Mao h a s  r e a c h e d .  Those l e a d e r s  w h o m  L i n  seems 
t o  l i k e  b e s t  -- Chou and t h e  m i l i t a r y  -- a r e  e x p e c t e d  
t o  i n f l u e n c e  him i n  t h e  modera te  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  more 
e a s i l y  i f  h i s  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  indeed  less ex t reme  
t h a n  Maofs .  



I n t r o d u c t o r y  Note: The Concept  o f  Vrotegestt 

The term "pro tegew is used f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h i s  
paper .  I t  d e s i g n a t e s ,  even more i n  C h i n e s e  t h a n  i n  
Western s o c i e t y ,  a  man w h o s e  c a r e e r  h a s  seemed s t r i k -  
i n g l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  of a  more power fu l  f i g u r e  -- w i t h  
whom he  a p p a r e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e s ,  and by whom he is ad- 
vanced and p r o t e c t e d .  C h i n e s e  Communist l e a d e r s ,  a s  
o t h e r  Ch inese  b e f o r e  them -- t h e  officers of t h e  Pa r ty ,  
and d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and of t h e  s t a t e  
machinery ,  t h e  c h i e f s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  
t h e  most  power fu l  r e g i o n a l  f i g u r e s  -- have a l l  seemed 
t o  have s u c h  p r o t e g e s .  These  p r o t e g e s  have  r i s e n  and 
o f t e n  f a l l e n  w i t h  t h e i r  men to r s ,  have  somet imes  c o l -  
l a p s e d  under  t h e  demands made upon them, and have  some- 
times d e s e r t e d  or c h a l l e n g e d  them. 

The c a r e e r s  of most  of t h e  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  l e a d -  
ers of Communist China a r e  f a i r l y  w e l l  known. T h e r e  
a r e  voluminous r e c o r d s  on many o f , t h e m .  I t  is u s u a l l y  
p o s s t b l e  t o  d i s c o v e r  whether  a g i v e n  l e a d e r  -- s a y ,  
one  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  powerful  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  
Committee or t h e  G e n e r a l  s t a f f ,  or o n e  of t h e  top-rank- 
i n g  o f f i c e r s  of  a  M i l i t a r y  Region h e a d q u a r t e r s  -- s e r v e d  
and p r o s p e r e d  under  L i n  i n  L i n t s  e a r l y  c a r e e r .  ( L i n t s  
main a s s i g n m e n t s ,  i n  a s c e n d i n g  o r d e r ,  were a s  a  d i v i -  
s i o n  and army commander, a s  Maots  a s s i s t a n t  i n  s p e c i a l  
j o b s  i n  Yenan, a s  t h e  commander of C h i n e s e  Communist 
f o r c e s  i n  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  a f t e r  World War 11, and a s  com- 
mander of t h e  4 t h  F i e l d  Army i n  t h e  Cen t ra l -Sou th  i n  
t h e  l a t e  1940s  and e a r l y  1950s  -- and c o n c u r r e n t l y  P a r t y  
l e a d e r  i n  t h a t  a r e a  -- u n t i l  i l l n e s s  f o r c e d  h i s  wi th -  
d r a w a l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1950s . )  And i t  is a l m o s t  a lways  
p o s s i b l e  to  d i s c o v e r  which of those men were t h e n  chosen  
by L i n  for key posts i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  and r e g i o n a l  m i l i -  
t a r y  s t r u c t u r e  a f t e r  he became M i n i s t e r  of N a t i o n a l  
Defense  and head of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee i n  
1959.  A Ch inese  m i l i t a r y  officer whose r e c o r d  showed 
b o t h  o f  t h o s e  f e a t u r e s  a s  of 1965  -- s u b s t a n t i a l  e a r l y  



a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  L i n ,  and l a t e r  p r e f e r m e n t  by him -- 
might  r e a s o n a b l y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  an  a p p a r e n t  o r  l i k e l y  
p r o t e g e  a t  t h a t  time. Many of  t h e s e  men were t h e n  
g i v e n  a d d i t i o n a l  s i g n s  of s p e c i a l  f a v o r  d u r i n g  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  -- f o r  example,  were t a k e n  i n t o  
L i n q s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s ;  were n o t  pun i shed  
f o r  t h e i r  l 'mistakes" i n  h a n d l i n g  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
(whereas  l e p s  f a v o r e d  men were o f t e n  demoted and some- 
times p u r g e d ) ;  were g i v e n  e s p e c i a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a s s i g n -  
men t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  purge  i n  t h e  PLA it- 
self and t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work 
t h e r e a f t e r ,  or t h e  command o f  f o r c e s  moved i n t o  t r o u b l e d  
p r o v i n c e s ;  were i n s t a l l e d  a s  t h e  commanders and p o l i -  
% t i c a l  o f f  i c e q s  of m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and d i s t r i c t s ,  and ' 

a s  t h e  h e a d s  o f  l o c a l  governments ,  t o  r e p l a c e  purged 
l e a d e r s ;  and s o  on. Such men t h e  s t u d y  c o n s i d e r s  f u l l g -  
e s t a b P  i s h e d  p r o t e g e s .  

T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  a  few dozen Chinese  l e a d e r s  -- a l m o s t  a l l  o f  them m i l i t a r y  men, d i v i d e d  a b o u t  
e q u a l l y  between P e k i n g  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  -- 
o u t  of s e v e r a l  hundred examined who q u a l i f y  a s  pro-  
t e g e s  i n  t h i s  f u l l  s e n s e  o f  e a r l y ,  m i d d l e  and l a t e  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  But  t h e s e  t e n d  t o  occupy t h e  most i m -  
p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e .  

T h i s  c o n c e p t  of "protege1'  is of  c o u r s e  open to  
some o b j e c t i o n ,  on t h e  ground t h a t  s u c h  bonds -- e v e n  
where t h e  r e c o r d  of a s s o c i a t i o n  and p r e f e r m e n t  is i n -  
d i s p u t a b l e  -- a r e  too f r a g i l e  to s u p p o r t  a  p r o j e c t i o n .  
One may p o i n t  t o  p r o t e g e s  of l o n g  s t a n d i n g  who have 
c h a l l e n g e d  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l s  : f o r  example,  Peng Te-huai  
i n  1959, o r  L iu  Shao-chi  more r e c e n t l y .  Peng,  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  who o p e n l y  c r i t i c i z e d  Maoqs p l a n s  f o r  
m i l i t a r y  and economic development and h i s  a t t i t u d e  
toward t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  and L i u ,  who  c o v e r t l y  b u t  s y s t e m a t i c -  
a l l y  o b s t r u c t e d  Mao i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s ,  b o t h  had unques- 
t i o n a b l y  been p r o t e g e s  o f  Mao b e f o r e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  h i g h  
p o l i c y  l e d  them t o  become " d i s l o y a l . l l  One c a n  p o i n t  
t o  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  i n  which a  p r o t e g e  has  a t t a c h e d  him- 
self to a  new p r i n c i p a l  o u t  of  oppor tun i sm,  or h a s  
come t o  h a t e  h i s  b e n e f a c t o r  f o r  n o  a p p a r e n t  r e a s o n .  



And from t h e  p r i n c i p a l s s  p o i n t  of  view, t h e r e  a r e  many 
p r o t e g e s  who f a i l  t o  measure  up,  and a r e  abandoned by 
t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l s .  L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  Poli- 
t i c a l  Department were g i v e n  s p e ' c i a l  a s s i g n m e n t s  o n e  
a f t e r  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  and were t h e n  p u r g e d - o n e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  f o r  
f a i l u r e  -- f a i l u r e s  which were sometimes s e e n  a s  "d i s -  
l o y a l t y .  " 

But s u c h  bonds d o  n o t  i n  g e n e r a l  seem f r a g i l e .  
Peng Te-huai  and Liu  Shao-chi  had s e r v e d  Mao well and 
f a i t h f u l l y  f o r  many y e a r s ,  c a r r y i n g  o u t  p o l i c i e s  which 
were o f t e n  d i s a g r e e a b l e  t o  them, and h e l p i n g  Mao to 
c o n c e a l  h i s  m i s t a k e s  and t o  minimize  t h e  ill effects  
of them. They t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  him o n l y  when h i s  policies 
seemed so ex t reme  a s  t o  p o s e  a  q u e s t i o n  v i r t u a l l y  of 
n a t i o n a l  s u r v i v a l .  S i m i l a r l y ,  L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  -- most  
o f  t h o s e  who f e l l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  who p r o s p e r e d  -- 
t r i e d  ha rd  f o r  him i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  d o i n g  
t h e i r  b e s t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  opaque o r  c o n f l i c t i n g  d i r e c t i v e s ,  
s t a n d i n g  f i r m  w h i l e  t h e  g r e a t  purge  was g o i n g  on  around 
them and even  when t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  seemed t h r e a t e n e d ;  
r a t h e r  t h a n  combining f o r c e s  a g a i n s t  him, t h e y  i n  g e n e r a l  
conduc ted  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  l o y a l  l i e u t e n a n t s  and r e l i a b l e  
i n s t r u m e n t s .  Those few of L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  who were purged 
i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  -- f o u r  or f i v e  i n  t h e  h i g h l y  
haza rdous  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment ,  and f o u r  or 
f i v e  more o u t s i d e  it -- seem i n  g e n e r a l  t o  have been 
men p l a c e d  i n  an i m p o s s i b l e  p o s i t i o n .  T h a t  is, t h e  
demands made on t h e m  were so ex t reme  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  s u r v i v e .  Thus ,  a  p r o t e g e  w i l l  o c c a s i o n -  
a l l y  c h a l l e n g e  o r  d e s e r t  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  o u t  of c o n v i c t i o n  
or to  advance  or s a v e  h i m s e l f ,  o r  h e  may be  c r u s h e d  by 
an  e x t r e m e  demand, b u t  a  protege is l i k e l y  t o  a d h e r e  
l o n g e r  and t o  e n d u r e  l a r g e r  demands t h a n  a  non-protege .  

The Chinese  Communists t h e m s e l v e s  seem p r e t t y  
c l e a r l y  t o  t a k e  t h e  c o n c e p t  of t tp ro tege"  s e r i o u s l y .  
When Peng Te-huai  f e l l ,  s e v e r a l  of h i s  p r o t e g e s  f e l l  
w i t h  him. When L iu  and Teng f e l l ,  t h e  p r o t e g e s  w i t h  
whom t h e y  had packed t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  were a l m o s t  
a l l  swept o u t  w i t h  them. Many of t h e  p r o t e g e s  o f  



m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  purged  i n  t h e  first s t a g e s  of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  were l a t e r  purged e x p r e s s l y  a s  
" t h e i r v  men, And i t  does n o t  seem c o i n c i d e n t a l  t h a t  
so many of  L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  have r i s e n  d r a m a t i c a l l y  on 
t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  w h i l e  so few have f a l l e n .  

I n  sum, w h i l e  i t  is n o t  p o s s i b l e  i n  any g i v e n  
c a s e  t o  be c e r t a i n  t h a t  a  p r i n c i p a l - p r o t e g e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  is s t a b l e ,  L i n t s  a ' b i l i t y  t o  a p p o i n t  h i s  v r o t e g e s  
t o  key p o s i t i o n s  tes t i f ies  t o  h i s  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  and h i s  s t r e n g t h  t e n d s  t o  be  i n c r e a s e d  by 
t h e  men he  a p p o i n t s .  T h i s  is o f  c o u r s e  n d t  t h e  o n l y  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g o v e r n i n g  L i n t s  o v e r a l l  s t r e n g t h  and 
h i s  p r o s p e c t s  for  h o l d i n g  power a f t e r  Mao goes; ques-  
t i o n s  of p o l i c y  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be  more i m p o r t a n t .  But  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  L i n t s  proteges seems t o  b e  one  import-  
a n t  f a c t o r  i n  q u e s t i o n s  of p o l i c y  too, because  p r i n -  
c i p a l s  and p r o t e g e s  a r e  m u t u a l l y  d e p e n d e n t ;  i f ,  a s  
t h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  a r g u e ,  L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  t e n d  t o  be men 
of a  c e r t a i n  k i n d ,  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  on  h i s  p o l i c i e s ' k s  
l i k e l y  t o  be e x e r c i s e d  i n  one  d i r e c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  
a n o t h e r .  
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I .  Lin a'nd t h e  C u l t u r a l  ~ e v o l u t ' i o n  

. . .  

The o r i g i n a l  o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  Grea t  P r o l e t a r i a n  
C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion was t o  make t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of power 
r e l i a b l y  respons ive  t o  Mao Tse-tung -- which i t  had not  
been f o r  some yea r s .  L in  P iao ,  completely  i d e n t i f i e d  
wi th  Mao, had a l r e a d y  been s e c r e t l y  chosen by Mao a s  
h i s  succes so r .  It was thus  L i n ' s  problem, i n  t h e  Cul- 
t u r a l  Revolut ion,  t o  make t h e  new s t r u c t u r e  of power 
r e l i a b l y  respons ive  t o  himself  a s  w e l l  -- looking toward 
t h e  day when he,  wi thout  Mao, would have t o  use  i t  t o  
d i r e c t  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of 800 m i l l i o n  people .  

The P a r t y  Apparatus: The Chinese Communist 
P a r t y  was, of cou r se ,  t h e  primary inst rument  of com- 
mand-and-control throughout China, and, a s  such ,  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  c a s u a l t y  of t h e  g r e a t  purge which was c e n t r a l  
t o  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution.  When t h e  Revolut ion began, 
L i n ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  P a r t y  was no t  s t r o n g .  H e  was one 

> of s e v e r a l  vice-chairmen (not t h e  s e n i o r  one) of t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee, and thereby  a  member of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  committee, t h e  summit of power; bu t  t h e  g r e a t  
appa ra tus  of t h e  p a r t y  below t h e  p o l i t b u r o  l e v e l  was 
d i r e c t e d  by two o t h e r  members of t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee, 
Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping, t h e  two Leaders of 
those r e s i s t i n g  Mao's w i l l .  Teng a s  s ec re t a ry -gene ra l  
dominated t h e  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  charged wi th  managing 
t h e  d a i l y  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  p a r t y .  The r e s t  of t h e  
appa ra tus  -- t h e  c e n t r a l  depar tments  concerned w i t h  a l l  
a s p e c t s  of Chinese l i f e ,  t h e  powerful r e g i o n a l  bureaus 



and p r o v i n c i a l  committees ( t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  of 
which ware o f t e n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  PLA 
commands i n  t h o s e  a r e a s ) ,  and t h e  network of Par ty  
committees i n  government -organs and t h e  m i l i t a r y  es- 
tab l i shment  -- was s tocked  l a r g e l y  w i t h  p ro teges  of 
Liu and Teng, Apart from some of t h e  Pa r ty  committees 
i n  t h e  PLA, t h e  Pa r ty  appa ra tus  con ta ined  very few 
p ro t eges  of L i n  P iao .  

The PLA: The PLA was i n  b e t t e r  shape,  from 
t h e  p o i n t  of v i e w  of Mao and Lin ,  t h a n  was t h e  Pa r ty  
appa ra tus .  Mao and Lin  had been i n d u s t r i o u s l y  indoc- 
t r i n a t i n g  i t  -- and on a  sma l l  s c a l e ,  purging it -- 
from t h e  t i m e  of L i n ' s  assumption of command of t h e  
PLA i n  1959, and Mao had i n  f a c t  t r a n s f e r r e d  h i s  own 
t r u e  base of power from t h e  p a r t y  t o  t h e  PLA i n  t h e  
years  be fo re  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion began. I t  was 
Mao's i n t e n t i o n  t o  use  t h e  PLA a s  h i s  r e s e r v e  f o r c e  
w h i l e  he prepared  t o  purge t h e  P&r ty .  

L i n  had been t h e  dominant f i g u r e  i n  t h e  PLA s i n c e  
1959, a s  de f a c t o  c h i e f  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee 
which d i r e c t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  m i l i t a r y  e s t ab l i shmen t  and 
a s  M i n i s t e r  of Nat iona l  Defense, and he had i n s t a l l e d  
some of h i s  p ro t eges  i n  key p o s i t i o n s .  Nei ther  t h e  
c e n t r a l  nor  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  PLA, however, 
was dominated by L i n t s  p ro teges  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion i n  1965, and Mao and L in  d i d  not  
r ega rd  t h e  PLA as f u l l y  r e l i a b l e .  Many of its ranking 
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  ( r eg iona l  and d i s t r i c t )  were p r i -  
mar i ly  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  of t h e  d i s l o y a l  P a r t y  machine 
( r a t h e r  than  c a r e e r  PLA men), and much of t h e  i n d o c t r i -  
n a t i o n  of t h e  BLA had-been c a r r i e d  ou t  by these men. 
From t h e  s t a r t ,  i t  was t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of Mao and Lin  t o  
make t h e  PLA t h e  secondary t a r g e t  of t h e  g r e a t  purge. 



Mao and Lin  had concluded t h a t  one of t h e i r  
j o i n t  p ro t eges ,  Chief-of-Staff  Lo Jui-Ching -- con- 
c u r r e n t l y  s ec re t a ry -geqe ra l  of t h e  MAC and probably 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s u p e r v i s o r  of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work 
i n  t h e  PLA -- was d i s l o y a l .  They were a l s o  s u s p i c i o u s  
of c e r t a i n  o t h e r  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  of s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  powerful r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  headquar te rs  
whom they  be l i eved  t o  be c l o s e r  t o  Party-machine 
l e a d e r s  t han  t o  themselves,  and of . the e n t i r e  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r  network respons ive  t o  t h e  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t .  
I t  seems, however, t h a t  when t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution 
began, compara t ive ly  few c a r e e r  PLA l e a d e r s  ( a s  
d i s t i n c t  from P a r t y  l e a d e r s )  were a l r e a d y  marked f o r  
purging;  most of t hose  who f i n a l l y  f e l l  appear  t o  have 
been purged f o r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  f e a t u r e s  of t h e . C u l t u r a 1  
Revolut ion a s  i t  developed, f o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  m e e t  t h e  
sometimes impossible  demands made of them,  and f o r  
being p ro t eges  of m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who f e l l  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  s t a g e s  . 

Lin  'as' ~ a o ' ' s  Confidante:  Throughout t h e  Cul- 
t u r a l . R e v o l u t i o n ,  L in  h a s ,  been Mao's p r i n c i p a l  
con f idan te .  La te  i n  1965, t h e  PLA newspaper took t h e  
l e a d  i n  making a n  anti-Wao p lay  t h e  symbol of a l l  
oppos i t i on  t o  Mao and thus  t h e  touchs tone  of l o y a l t y .  
L in  then  went i n t o  r e t r e a t  w i th  Mao t o  p l a n  t h e  cam- 
paign.  I n  e a r l y  1966, L in  wrote  and spoke on t h e  need 
f o r  an  i d e o l o g i c a l  r evo lu t ion .  H e  t h e n  made t h e  key 
speech a t  t h e  May 1966 P a r t y  conference  which o f f i c i a l l y  
launched t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution and confirmed t h a t  a 
g r e a t  purge was underway. I n  e a r l y  August, a t  t h e  
C b n t r a l  Committee plenum which approved Mao's p l ans  
f o r  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution,  Lin a g a i n  made t h e  main 
speech,  d e f i n i n g  t h e  c r i t e r ia  f o r  judging  a l l  P a r t y  
c a d r e s  -- f i d e l i t y  t o  Mao's thought ,  devo t ion  t o  
p o l i t i c a l  work, and mi l i t ancy .  I n  mid-August L in  spoke 



f o r  Mao a t  t h e  r a l l y  which unvei led  t h e  Red Guards -- 
organized and i n d o c t r i n a t e d  s t u d e n t s  -- a s  Mao's 
chosen inst rument  f o r  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  Pa r ty  appara tus  
throughout China. A t  ano the r  top- leve l  Pa r ty  meeting 
i n  October ,  L in  o u t l i n e d  Mao's p l ans  f o r  con t inu ing  
t h e  Revolut ion.  Cont inuing t o  speak f o r  Mao i n  p r i -  
v a t e  meetings i n  1967, he a l s o  made t h e  main speech 
on Nat iona l  Day ( 1  October) ,  d e f i n i n g  t h e  t a s k s  of 
t h e  next  s t a g e .  Again on Nat iona l  Day i n  1968 ( a f t e r  
spending t h e  summe*, wi th  Mao) he d i d  s o ,  and i n  t h e  
same month summarized t h e  ga ins  and l o s s e s  of t h e  
Revolut ion f o r  a  Barty  plenum. And he made t h e  main 
r e p o r t  a t  t h e  P a r t y ' s  Ninth Congress i n  A p r i l  1969. 

Purging and Reorganizing the PLA: Lin ' s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  dur ing  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion 
has unders tandably cen te red  on t h e  PLA: f i r s t ,  t o  
make i t  a  r e l i a b l e  r e s e r v e  f o r c e ,  and, s i n c e  January 
1967, t o  make it a  r e l i a b l e  ins t rument  of Mao's w i l l  
i n  its complex t a s k  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  executor  of Mao's 
p o l i c i e s .  

L i n  took t h e  l ead  i n  purging t h e  f i r s t  high- 
l e v e l  v i c t ims ,  who included h i s  Chief-of-Staff ,  i n  
December 1965. H e  began soon t h e r e a f t e r  t o  r eo rgan ize  
some of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  organs and some of t h e  
r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  commands, a t  f i r s t  s lowly  and 
q u i e t l y .  I n  August 1966, he ga thered  a  sma l l  group 
of c e n t r a l  and r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  whom he 

I 
had s p e c i a l  conf idence  and t o l d  them h i s  p lans  f o r  
purg ing  t h e  PLA, making c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  PLA was t o  be 

I j*udged by ths..same harsh  s t a n d a r d s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  
P d r t y .  I n  October,  he set up a  s p e c i a l  organ t o  con- 
duc t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution i n  t h e  PLA i t s e l f  ( t h a t  
is, t o  examine, purge and r e i n d o c t r i n a t e  i t ) ,  a  group 
of PLA o f f i c e r s  w i t h  Madame Mao a s  t h e i r  m i l i t a n t  ( i f  



no t  paranoid)  "advisor ."  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  L in  
encouraged t h i s  group t o  purge h i s  own s e n i o r  deputy 
i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee and s e v e r a l  high- 
ranking o f f i c e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  
and t h e  r e g i o n a l  commands. 

I n  January 1967, fol lowing t h e  c o l l a p s e  of 
t h e  Party appa ra tus  throughout ' ch ina  under t h e  a s - .  
s a u l t s  of t h e  Red Guards, t h e  PLA was ordered  i n t o  
a c t i o n  t o  "support t h e  Le f t , "  and i t  qu ick ly  became 
a  de  f a c t o  governing appa ra tus  i n  t h e  name of t h e  
Lef t .*  In  the  prolonged pe r iod  of dependence on t h e  
PLA which followed -- a dependence t h a t  con t inues  
today -- Mao and Lin  cont inued  t o  purge t h e  PLA, but 
i n  s m a l l e r  groups,  no t  r i s k i n g  a  g e n e r a l  r e v o l t .  
They a l s o  cont inued  methodical ly  t o  r eo rgan ize  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  r eg ion  and d i s t r i c t  commands, and moved 
armies  around China, sometimes w i t h  t h e  apparent  in-  
t e n t i o n  of p u t t i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  r e l i a b l e  armies  i n  
s e n s i t i v e  p l aces .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  showing t h e  
same deep s u s p i c i o n  of h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  t h a t  Mao had 
shown, Lin i n s t a l l e d  h i s  w i f e  a s  t h e  c h i e f  of h i s  
s t a f f  o f f i c e .  H e  a l s o  added t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  
MAC s e v e r a l  younger m i l i t a r y  men -- of t h e  compara- 
t i v e l y  few he was prepared  t o  t r u s t  -- who were play- 
ing  important  r o l e s  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution. 
F u r t h e r ,  he reorganized  t h e  PLA1s s p e c i a l  c u l t u r a l  

*Lin himself was t h e  f i r s t  t o  admit -- i n  March 
1967 -- t h a t  i t  was very hard t o  t e l l  " l e f t "  from 
" r i g h t w  i n  t h e  e a r l y  months of 1967. That seems t o  
be t h e  main reason  why few PLA l e a d e r s  were s e v e r e l y  
punished f o r  t h e i r  "mistakes!' i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  mass 
o rgan iza t ions .  



r e v o l u t i o n  (purge) group around h i s  own pro teges  -- 
h i s  w i fe  and s e v e r a l  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  long c l o s e  t o  
him. 

L in  cont inued  i n  1968 t o  r eo rgan ize  both t h e  
c e n t r a l  and r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e s .  H e  re- 
p laced  t h e  PLA's s p e c i a l  purge group w i t h  a  more 
n e a r l y  orthodox P o l i t i c a l  Work Group, s t i l l  composed 
of h i s  p ro t eges ,  and charged it w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
every  PLA l e a d e r  t o  suppor t  a  judgment a s  t o  h i s  
t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s .  (He has  s a i d  a g a i n  and a g a i n  t h a t  
nobody is t o  be completely  t r u s t e d ,  t h a t  everyone must 
be under s u r v e i l l a n c e  c o n s t a n t l y . )  Soon t h e r e a f t e r  
( i n  March), L in  f e l t  ob l iged  t o  purge one of h i s  most 
important  p ro t eges ,  h i s  ch i e f -o f - s t a f f  and concur ren t ly  
t h e  MAC sec re t a ry -gene ra l  and s e n i o r  s u p e r v i s o r  of 
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA; t h i s  person was 
charged wi th  cha l l eng ing  him by bu i ld ing  h i s  persona l  
power and w i t h  of fending  Madame Mao. Lin  r ep l aced  
t h e  purged p ro t ege  i n  a l l  t h r e e  p o s t s  by ano the r  pro- 
t e g e  even c l o s e r  t o  h imse l f ,  Huang Yung-sheng, a 
r e g i o n a l  commander.* F i n a l l y ,  he again reorganized  
t h e  MAC; he set  up, under Huang, a n  Admin i s t r a t i ve  
Unit  composed of seven  p ro t eges  who had had key p o s t s  
i n  t h e  va r ious  s p e c i a l  organs f o r  t h e  conduct of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion i n  t h e  PLA, and gave t h i s  u n i t  
supe rv i so ry  a u t h o r i t y  over a l l  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
work i n  t h e  PLA -- t h a t  is, t h e  e n t i r e  process  of 
s c r e e n i n g ,  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and purging PLA l e a d e r s ,  sub- 
ject  t o  review by h imse l f .  This  group, perhaps sus-  
p r i s i n g l y  , has remained s t a b l e .  

*There is a f u l l e r  t rea tment  of IIuang on page 
nn 



Lin  has cont inued  i n  1969 and 1970 t o  purge 
and r eo rgan ize  t h e  PLA, on a  sma l l  s c a l e .  S ince  t h e  
Ninth Congress,  a  few PLA l e a d e r s  have f a l l e n  out  of 
s i g h t  and a r e  thought t o  have been purged. A few . . 
r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  commands have been g iven  new 
t o p  l e a d e r s .  The General  P o l i t i c a l  Department is 
a g a i n  ope ra t ing ,  under a  new d i r e c t o r  who had been a  
c a r e e r  m i l i t a r y  commander, and t h i s  department w i l l  
probably recommend o t h e r  changes. 

. -. 
c o n s t r u c t i n g  "Revolutionary cdmmittees'~: L in  

has a l s o  been concerned w i t h  t h e  ope ra t ions  and s t a f f -  
i n g  of t h e  " r evo lu t iona ry  committeesn throughout China, 
which have been s h a r i n g  power w i th  t h e  PLA w h i l e  t h e  
Pa r ty  is being r e b u i l t .  Mao i n  February 1967 c a l l e d  
f o r  t h e  format ion  of f l r evo lu t iona ry  committees" -- 
composed of PLA o f f i c e r s ,  a ccep tab le  Par ty  cad res ,  and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of mass o rgan iza t ions  -- a s  p r o v i s i o n a l  
o rgans  of government. From t h e  s t a r t ,  t h e s e  committees,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t ,  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l ,  have i n  
g e n e r a l  been dominated by m i l i t a r y  men. 

The s p r i n g  and summer of 1967 were p e r i o d s  of 
g r e a t  d i s o r d e r  i n  China, a s  mass o rgan iza t ions  competed 
f o r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  emerging s t r u c t u r e  of power and 
denounced and a t t a c k e d  PLA l e a d e r s ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
l l a u t h o r i t i e s v  i n  China a f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  P a r t y  
appa ra tus .  Mao and L i n  a t  f i r s t  gave t h e  PLA subs tan-  
t i a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  v io lence ,  then  

, withdrew i t ,  then  gave some of it back. The problem 
of t h e  s h i f t s  i n  l i n e  was complicated by t h e  cons idera-  
t i o n  t h a t  some of t h e  a t t a c k s  on PLA l e a d e r s  may have 
been encouraged -- were a t  l e a s t  n o t  discouraged -- by 
some of t h e  c i v i l i a n  l e a d e r s  of Mao's team, caus ing  a  
t e n s i o n  between t h o s e  l e a d e r s  and L i n t s  m i l i t a r y  com- 
r a d e s  which. has probably p e r s i s t e d  t o  t h i s  day. Many 
PLA l e a d e r s ,  under a t t a c k  o r  a t  b e s t  confused,  handled 



t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  roughly,  dragged t h e i r  f e e t  
i n  implementing o r d e r s  from Peking t o  c a r r y  out  per-  
missive p o l i c i e s ,  and dec l ined  t o  admit t h e  young % 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  important  p o s i t i o n s - i n  t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  committees shaping  up. The few PLA l e a d e r s  
who a c t u a l l y  d e f i e d  Peking 's  o rde r s  w e r e  purged, wh i l e  
t h e  many more who had made "mistakes" were summoned 
t o  Peking f o r  Mao-s tudy. 

The young m i l i t a n t s  resumed t h e i r  l a rge - sca l e  
v io l ence  i n  l a t e  1967 and t h e  e a r l y  months of 1968. 
Mao and L in  t o g e t h e r ,  p o s s i b l y  t a k i n g  counse l  from 
PLA l e a d e r s ,  c racked  down hard i n  J u l y  1968. The 
p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees t hen  unformed 
were qu ick ly  shaped up, i n  o r d e r l y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  
summer and e a r l y  f a l l  of 1968. L in  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  P a r t y  Congress i n  A p r i l  1969 was t o  a s s o c i a t e  
himself  w i t h  Mao's g e n e r a l  exonera t ion  of t h o s e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who had made "mistakesw (and t h e n  
s e l f - c r i t i c i s m s ) ,  on t h e  ground t h a t  it had indeed 
been very d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  f r i e n d s  from ene- 
mies. (Lin himself  had made t h i s  p o i n t  e a r l i e r . )  

These r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees have cont inued  
t o  be very troublesome f o r  Mao and Lin,  l a r g e l y  be- 
cause  they  o p e r a t e  on t h e  "three-way a l l i a n c e "  
p r i n c i p l e .  Th i s  has i n  f a c t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  con- 
f l i c t ,  even among t h e  l e a d e r s  themselves of t h e s e  
committees,  and Peking is still  purging and r e p l a c i n g  
these l e a d e r s .  Moreover. Mao himself  was r e s ~ ~ n s i b l e  
f o r  re-emphasizing ( a t  the Ninth P a r t y  congress )  t h e  
r o l e  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses, an  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
which l e d  t o  renewed v io lence .  Even where v io l ence  
is avoided,  t h e  r evo lu t iona ry  committees a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  
uns t ab l e ,  poor  ins t ruments  f o r  t h e  implementation of 
Peking ' s  p o l i c i e s  and d i r e c t i v e s .  The r e b u i l t  P a r t y  
appa ra tus  is expected t o  be a  much more s t a b l e  and 
r e spons ive  governing s t r u c t u r e .  



Purging and Rebuilding t h e  Par ty :  Lin has played 
a l a r g e  r o l e  i n  t h e  massive purge,  and a  lesser r o l e  
( u n t i l  r e c e n t l y )  i n  t h e  slow r e b u i l d i n g ,  of t h e  P a r t y  i n  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution.  H e  s t o o d  wi th  Mao i n  t h e  May 
1966 P a r t y  meeting which purged t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  top- 
ranking  Party-machine l e a d e r s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Mao un- 
v e i l e d  a new instrument  -- c a l l e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  
Revolut ion Group -- fo r  t h e  conduct of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revolut ion a s  a  whole and f o r  t h e  coo rd ina t ion  of t h e  
work of s m a l l e r  such  groups. L in  i n  May was t h e  f i r s t  
t o  t e l l  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution was 
t o  be d i r e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  a g a i n s t  them, and i n  August 
Mao and Lin  tu rned  t h e  Red Guards l o o s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
P a r t y  appa ra tus .  

A t  t h e  August 1966 P a r t y  plenum, L in  was r evea l ed  
a s  Mao's cho ice  a s  "deputy supreme commander of t h e  e n t i r e  
p a r t y , "  and Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping, t h e  
two p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  ox t h e  P a r t y  appa ra tus ,  were re- 
moved from power. The P o l i t b u r o  and (more impor tan t ly)  
its s t a n d i n g  committee were reorganized  accord ingly .  
The new s t a n d i n g  committee c o n s i s t e d  of Mao, Lin,  t h e  
long th i rd- ranking  Chou En-lai ,  and t h r e e  l e a d e r s  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG: Chen Po-ta (Mao's c h i e f  writer and 
t rouble-shooter )  , Kang Sheng (Mao's p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
s p e c i a l i s t )  , and a promising regiona 1 l e a d e r  brought 
from South China. By t h e  end of 1966, t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  committee, dropping t h e  r e g i o n a l  f i g u r e ,  had 
assumed e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  shape  it was t o  keep throughout 
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion,  a t  l e a s t  i n t o  1970: Mao, Lin ,  
Chou, Chen, and Kang, w i t h  Madame Mao a s  a  p o s s i b l e  de  
f a c t o  member from time t o  t i m e . *  Also  by t h e  end of 1966, 

*There is some q u e s t i o n . a s  t o  whether Chen Po-ta, 
miss ing  s i n c e  1 August 1970, is stbill a  member. 



t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, dropping t h e  same 
man dropped by t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee, became 
s t a b i l i z e d :  Chen, Kang, and Madame Mao. By t h i s  t i m e ,  
t h e  CRG had r e p l a c e d  t h e  P a r t y  s e c r b t a r i a t  a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  work of what remained of t h e  P a r t y  appa- 
r a t u s  -- had become, t h a t  is, a  de f a c t o  s e c r e t a r i a t .  
Although Lin  a s  vice chairman had a u t h o r i t y  over  t h i s  
CRG, i t  inc luded  no pro teges  of h i s .  

Following Mao's c a l l  I n  January 1967 f o r  the 
d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  com- 
mittees, c o n s t r u c t i v e  e f f o r t s  were concen t r a t ed  on t h e  
u r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committeesw which were t o  r e p l a c e  them. 
By autumn 1967, a f t e r  purging s e v e r a l  second-level  
f i g u r e s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, Mao i s sued  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
c e r t a i n  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  CRG -- Kang Sheng and two 
younger ideologues who had served  Mao-well i n  s e t t i n g  
up t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion -- on 'p repa r ing  f o r  a  p a r t y  
congress  and r e b u i l d i n g  t h e , p a r t y .  The CRG -- a l r eady  
a c t i v e  i n  handl ing mass o rgan iza t ions  l i k e  t h e  Red 
Guards, and i n  he lp ing  t h e  MAC wi th  t h e  r e indoc t r ina -  
t i o n  of r e g i o n a l  PLA l e a d e r s  brought t o  Peking -- was 
now t o  p l ay  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  
P a r t y .  I n  December, t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  organs c a l l e d  
f o r  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  Part,y s t r u c t u r e ,  o u t s i d e  t h e  P a r t y  
c e n t e r ,  w i t h i n  t h e  r evo lu t iona ry  committee s t r u c t u r e .  

E a r l y  i n  1968, L in  appa ren t ly  l o s t  a  round i n  
h i s  presumed e f f o r t  t o  keep t h e  r econs t ruc t ed  P a r t y  
appa ra tus  from compromising h i s  own c o n t r o l  of p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA. Mao -- who had never allowed 
t h e  PLA, even under Lin,  t o  answer comple+ely f o r  its 
own s e c u r i t y  -- is r e p o r t e d  t o  have s a i d  t h a t  super-  
v i s i o n  of t h i s  work i n  t h e  PLA was now t o  be undertaken 
j o i n t l y  by t h e  MAC sec re t a ry -gene ra l  (a L in  pro tege)  
W b y a n g  Sheng, e i t h e r  i n  h i s  c e n t r a l  CRG p o s t  o r  
i n  a  p o s s i b l e  second p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  head of a  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  c o o r d i n a t i n g  body. S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  Chou 
En-lai  was a p p a r e n t l y  a l s o  ass igned 'some r o l e  i n  ' 

> 



s u p e r v i s i n g  t h i s  work, meaning t h a t  t h e  work has i n  
e f f e c t  been supe rv i sed  s i n c e  1968 by t h e  e n t i r e  
P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee. 

I n  October 1968, L in  de f ined  t h e  main t a s k s  
of t h e  next  s t a g e  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion a s  t hose  . 
of c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees and 
r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  m r t y  i n  accordance w i t h  Mao's c a l l  
t o  " take i n  new blood." This  proceeded s lowly ,  owing 
i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  Mao's i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  "three-way 
a l l i a n c e "  p r i n c i p l e  -- a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  compo- 
s i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees -- i n  Par ty-bui ld ing  
as w e l l .  The p r i n c i p l e  was apparen t  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  -- r e p o r t e d l y  by t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG -- of a  new C e n t r a l  
Committee a t  t h e  Ninth P a r t y  Congress i n  A p r i l  1969. 

That Congress approved a new P a r t y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
wh ich  provided f o r  L in  t o  become Mao's succes so r  w i t h -  
out  any nonsense o f ' a  P a r t y ' e l e c t i ~ n ,  and r ea f f i rmed  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  of P a r t y  c o n t r o l  of t h e  PLA. Lin  i n  h i s  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Congress c a l l e d  on t h e  P a r t y  t o  ensu re  t h a t  
l e a d e r s h i p  of P a r t y  o rgan iza t ions  a t  a l l  levels "is 
t r u l y  i n  t h e  hands of Marxists" -- meaning Maois ts ,  
a l though i t  seemed doub t fu l  t h a t  t h e r e  were enough 
hard-core Maoists a t  hand t o  occupy a l l  key p o s t s  even 
a t  t h e  upper levels of t h e  P a r t y .  I n  any c a s e ,  a  plenum 
fo l lowing  t h e  Congress e l e c t e d  ( ~ e a p p o i n t e d )  t h e  P o l i t -  
buro ' s  f ive-man s t a n d i n g  committee of f o u r  Lef t - i nc l ined  
Maoists ( i n c l u d i n g  Lin)  -and Chou En-la i .  

S i n c e  t h e  Ninth Congress, Pa r ty -bu i ld ing  has 
cont inued  t o  move very s lowly.  For  hbs t  0 9 ' - t h i s  per iod ,  
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG has r e p o r t e d l y  cont inued  t o  p l ay  t h e  
c e n t r a l  r o l e .  During t h e  l a t e  summer of 1970, however, 
t h e  Pqarty p r e s s  sugges ted  h igh- leve l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
wi th  the cour se  of Plarty-building,  and s h o r t l y  there- 
a f t e r  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  L in  himself  had now been 
a s s igned  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h i s  p rocess  .* I f  t h i s  is 
t r u e ,  L in  has  taken  a  l a r g e  s t e p  i n  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  con- 
s t r u c t  a  P a r t y  appa ra tus  r e l i a b l y  r e spons ive  t o  h imse l f .  

. I 

*This r e p o r t  is d i scussed  more f u l l y  i n  P a r t  V I I ,  
concerned w i t h  t h e  emerging Par ty  appa ra tus .  



I I. Lin 'and The S u p e r - ~ l i t e  

The Big Seven: The s u p e r - e l i t e  c o n s i s t s ,  
s t r i c t l y ,  of Mao, Lin,  and t h e  o t h e r  three members 
of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee, Chou En-la i ,  
Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng. The s t a n d i n g  committee 
is t h e  c o r e  of power, t h e  body which makes those  
d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  Mao and Lin  have n o t  r e se rved  f o r  
themselves ,  o r  wh ich  passes  m a t t e r s  on t o  appro- 
p r i a t e  p a r t y  organs (e.g. ,  i t  c a l l s  meetings of t h e  
f u l l  p o l i t b u r o ) ,  and which sets  up and s u p e r v i s e s  
t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t y  appara tus  ( i nc lud ing  t h e  powerful 
MAC). Those f i v e  members among themselves answer 
( i f  no t  always e x p e r t l y )  f o r  t h e  f u l l  range of Peking 's  
p o l i t i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y  and economic concerns .  It seems 
necessary ,  however, t o  c o n s i d e r  a l s o  Madame Mao, who 
has  been less v i s i b l e  s i n c e  1968 but  who may s t i l l  be 
a  de  f a c t o  member from t i m e  t o  t i m e  when t h e  s t a n d i n g  
committee ope ra t e s  a s  a  d i s c u s s i o n  group, and has 
been a s  important  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion a s  some 
of t h e  o f f i c i a l  Big Five;  and a l s o  Huang Yung-sheng, 
ano the r  p o s s i b l e  de f a c t o  member and i n  any c a s e  t h e  
second-ranking m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ,  whose p o s i t  ion  i n  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  of power seems s t r o n g e r  t han  t h a t  of some 
of t h e  fo rego ing  s i x .  

L in  and '  Mao: L in ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Mao has. 
been d i scussed  a t  1 e n g t h . h  a r i ; e a r l i e r  SRS paper -  
(POLO XXXIX, "Lin P i a o  and t h e  Grea t  Helmsman71). I n  
sum: Lin  .was long Mao's f a v o r i t e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ,  



has had Mao's conf idence  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  f o r  many 
yea r s ,  has  been Maols c l o s e s t  comrade s i n c e  about  1962, 
was des igna ted  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  1966 a s  Mao's succes so r ,  
and throughout t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution has been g iven  
every  s i g n  of Maols con t inu ing  t r u s t ,  r e l i a n c e ,  and high 
f a v o r .  This  h igh  f a v o r  w i l l  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  cont inue :  
Mao is uns t ab l e ,  and he may r e c e n t l y  have set a s i d e  o r  
even purged ano the r  of h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  w i th  a r eco rd  of 
f i d e l i t y  a lmost  as impressive a s  L i n t s .  Y e t  t h e  proba- 
b i l i t y  seems s t r o n g  t h a t  Mao w i l l  not a r b i t r a r i l y  
change h i s  mind about  Lin  as t h e  most w i l l i n g  and a b l e  
of h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  t o  c a r r y  on w i t h  Maots e s s e n t i a l  
p o l i c i e s ,  and t h a t  L in  w i l l  not  do anyth ing  t o  g i v e  
Mao reason  t o  change h i s  mind. The p r a c t i c a l  ques t ion  
then  seems t o  be t h a t  of L i n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  those  
wi th  whom he w i l l  have t o  work a f t e r  Mao's dea th .  Even 
i n  t h e  s m a l l  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee, t h e  p i c t u r e  
is mixed. 

Lin and Chou: Apart  from t h e  fa ther -son  type  
of bond wi th  Mao, L i n t s  b e s t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  appea r s ,  
s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t o  be w i t h  Chou En-la i ,  t h e  l e a d e r  tem- 
peramental ly  l e a s t a l i k e  himself .  L in  began a s  a  s t u d e n t  
and pro tege-  of Chohts  i n  t h e  mid-20s, and t h e r e  is 
r e l i a b l e  test imonv l I 

I 

t h a t  t h e  two worked c l o s e l y  and wel1:t in t h e  
of t h e  movement. Chou took L i n  wi th  him 

t o   hungk kin^ f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  1942-1943, and, a l though I 
t h e  two were l a r g e l y  s e p a r a t e d  f o r  t h e  nex t  15  yea r s ,  C 8 

p a r t y  documents sugges t  t h a t  very f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  
cont inued .  They have been c l o s e  a g a i n  s i n c e  1958, and 
Chou, if consu l t ed ,  probat3l'y genuinely favored  Mao's 
c h o i c e  of L in  over  Liu  Shao-chi. Desp i t e  rumors of 
bad f e e l i n g s  and even c o n f l i c t  between them, L i n  and 
Chou have seemed t o  work w e l l  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e , C u l t u r a l  
Revolut ion.  Mao and L in  a s  a?tearn have e n t r u s t e d  Chou 



w i t h  many d e l i c a t e  miss ions  i n  expounding and en- 
f o r c i n g  t h e  Mao-Lin p o l i c y ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  defense  
of L i n ' s  m i l i t a r y  p ro t eges  under a t t a c k  by mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Chou has  a p p a r e n t l y  been c a r e f u l  t o  
c o n s u l t  w i th  L in  when necessary  (even on f o r e i g n  
a f f a i r s ) ,  and has done whatever he  was asked t o  do. 
Chou may have r e s e r v a t i o n s  about  Lin;  f o r  example, 
dur ing  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion,  L in  a t ' o n e  t i m e  made 
contemptuous remarks about  t h e  o l d  l l s t a t e  machine" 
which Chou had put  t oge the r ,  remarks which probably 
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  Chou's i n a b i l i t y  t o  s ave  c e r t a i n  of 
h i s  f r i e n d s  and p ro t eges  under a t t a c k .  And Lin  may 
have mixed f e e l i n g s  about  Chou, a s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p r o v i s i o n  f o r  L in  t o  succeed Mao wi thout  a n  e l e c t i o n  
is a n  i n d i r e c t  admission t h a t  t h e  very popular  Chou 
( t h e  only Chinese l e a d e r  r e g u l a r l y  desc r ibed  by 
non-Communists a s  lfcharmingl1) would probably win 
any such  e l e c t i o n .  But t h e  o v e r a l l  r eco rd  seems t o  
suppor t  t h e  view of d ip loma t i c  observers  i n  Peking 
t h a t  L in  and Chou a r e  f a i r l y  c l o s e  and have thus  f a r  
been a good team.* 

Lin  and Other  Hard-core Maoists: L i n t s  
r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  two members of t h e  p o l i t -  
buro  s t a n d i n g  committee, Chen Po-ta and  an^- sheng, 
and w i t h  t h e i r  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e ,  Madame Mao, have 
seemed t o  be more t r o u b l e d  and less f r i e n d l y  than  

*It  is only " f a i r  t o  admit t h a t  some obse rve r s ,  
wh i l e  not  d i s p u t i n g  t h e  r eco rd?  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
ev idence  is simply t o o  t h i n  t o  suppor t  any judgment 
on t h e  Lin-Chou r e l a t i o n s h i p .  



h i s  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Chou. This  has been t r u e  d e s p i t e  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  three have t h e  same apparen t  r e c o r d  
of simple-minded, whole-hearted a l l e g i a n c e  t o  Mao 
t h a t  L i n  himself has ,  (Chou t o o  has been l o y a l ,  but  
has  o f t e n  i n d i c a t e d  r e s e r v a t i o n s  about some of Mao's 
p o l i c i e s ;  t h e  o t h e r  three have not  done t h i s . )  The 
f o u r  have managed t o  work t o g e t h e r  passab ly  w e l l  -- 
under Mao's guidance and wi th  Mao as a r b i t e r  -- dur ing  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution.  but  i n  an  e r r a t i c .  a b r a s i v e  . 
f a s h i o n  t h a t  has sugges ted  a p o t e n t i a l  f o r ~ s e r i o u s  . . 
c o n f l i c t .  

I I 

l L i n  d i d  not  work w e l l  w i t h  any of t h e s e  
' t h r e e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  (a l though Chen was w i t h  Chou 
and L i n  i n  Chungking i n  1942-1943). L in  had l i t t l e  
t o  do w i t h  any of t h e  t h r e e  i n  t h e  yea r s  1945-1958. 
From 1958, he was fo rced  i n t o  a c l o s e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
a l l  t h r e e  -- first Chen, t h e n  Kana, then  t h e  Madame -- 
a s  each was g iven  s p e c i a l  ass ignments  by Mao (prepar-  
ing  r a t i o n a l e s  f o r  Mao's p o l i c i e s  and i d e n t i f y i n g  Mao's 
opponents).  During t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion,  t h e s e  
three have been t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
C u l t u r a l  Revolution Group ( s a i d  t o  be t h e  de  f a c t o  
p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t ) ,  and i n  t h i s  r o l e  and o t h e r  s p e c i a l  
ass ignments  have seemed t o  c u t  i n t o  L i n l s  t e r r i t o r y  
and put  Lin himself i n  a n  embarrass ing p o s i t i o n .  Red 
Guard and o t h e r  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  -- e i t h e r  i n c i t e d  
by t h e  CRG l e a d e r s  o r  pe rmi t t ed  by them t o  g e t  ou t  of 
hand -- a t t a c k e d  many of L i n t s  p ro t eges  and f r i e n d s .  
While L i n  was appa ren t ly  s t r o n g  enough t o  p r o t e c t  a l l  
of t h e s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  (e.g. ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  men now 
on t h e  p o l i t b u r o )  who were not  i n  d i s f a v o r  w i t h  Mao 
a s  w e l l  a s  w i th  t h e  CRG, he may w e l l  have r e s e n t e d  t h e  
way i n  which t h e  CRG l e a d e r s  handled t h e i r  j obs .  Such 
resentment  could  no t  be openly expressed ;  Kang Sheng, 
r e f l e c t i n g  Mao's p o s i t i o n ,  desc r ibed  a l l  criticism of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG a s  "enemy a c t i v i t y . "  It is s u g g e s t i v e ,  



however, t h a t  Madame Mao was dropped from t h e  PLA/CRG 
when it was r eo rgan ized  i n  t h e  l a t e  summer of 1967. 
Moreover, t h e  con t inued  important  r o l e s  of Chen and 
Kang i n  t h e  PLAts a f f a i r s  a f t e r  t h a t  t i m e  -- Chen 
and Kang were made r e s p o n s i b l e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  MAC 
o f f i c e r s ,  f o r  t h e  r e i n d o c t r i n a t  i on  of PLA l e a d e r s ,  
and Kang was r e p o r t e d l y  made r e s p o n s i b l e ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  MAC sec re t a ry -gene ra l ,  f o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  po- 
l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA -- does no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t hey  had L i n t s  confidence.  Both of 
t h o s e  t a s k s  were g iven  t h e  CRG l e a d e r s  by Mao, no t  
Lin.  

Kang Sheng might be t h e  ha rdes t  of t h e  t h r e e  
f o r  L in  t o  handle .  I t  is Kang, not  h i s  nominal 
s u p e r i o r  Chen Po-ta, who has  r e p o r t e d l y  been func t ion-  
i n g  a s  t h e  p a r t y ' s  de  f a c t o  s ec re t a ry -gene ra l  and who 
has  r e p o r t e d l y  p layed  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  party-re- 
bu i ld ing .  'And i t  is Kang who c h i e f l y  compromises 
L i n t s  c o n t r o l  of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA. 
There is some p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  L in  is moving a g a i n s t  
Kang a s  a man whom he does no t  l i k e  o r  t r u s t  and . 
r ega rds  a s  dangerous t o  him. The r e c e n t  r e p o r t  4 7  t h a t  L in  himself  is now p l a y 1  g 
r n e  c e n r r a l  r o l e  i n lpa r ty -bu i ld ing  -- t h a t  indeed he 
has taken  "personal  chargetg of it -- may mean t h a t  L in  
himself  took t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  induce Mao t o  put  h im 
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n t r o l  and restrict  Kang, o r  even 
e a s e  him out .  Moreover, Chou E n - l a i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  t h e  t a s k  of s u p e r v i s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  
t h e  PLA may r e p r e s e n t  ano the r  Lin  i n i t i a t i v e ;  t h a t  
is, Lin,  f o r c e d  t o  accept  Kangts i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h a t  
work,may have asked f o r  Chou i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of 
d i l u t i n g  Kangts ~ Q l e .  Two of t h e  t h r e e  f i g u r e s  known 
o r  be l ieved  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h i s  s u p e r v i s i o n  a r e  now 



respons ive  o r  c l o s e  t o  L in  -- Huang Yung-sheng and 
Chou.* And t h e  r ecen t  appointment of a  c a r e e r  
m i l i t a r y  commander ( t h e  n a t u r a l  enemy of a  Kang 
Sheng) t o  head t h e  General P o l i t i c a l  Department may 
a l s o  make i t  harder  f o r  Kang t o  ope ra t e  i n  t h e  
PLA's p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

I n  sum, t h e  evidence does not  compose a  
c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of a  h o s t i l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
Lin and Chou on one hand and Chen Po-tat#, Kang 
Sheng and Madame Mao on t h e  o t h e r ,  but t h e r e  seems 
an important d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  kind of r e l a -  . . 
t i o n s h i p  Lin has had wi th  Chou and t h e  k ind  he  has 
had wi th  t h e  o t h e r  three.** There is a s  ye t  no 
s o l i d  evidence t h a t  Lin is moving a g a i n s t  any one 
of t h e  t h r e e ,  but i t  w i l l  not  be s u r p r i s i n g  i f  he 
does s o  move. 

*Chou would probably suppor t  L in  i n  any i n i t i a -  
t i v e  a g a i n s t  any of t h e s e  t h r e e  c i v i l i a n  r a d i c a l s  
which would not  r i s k  a c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  Mao. Chou 
has  reason t o  d i s l i k e  a l l  t h r e e ,  f o r  a t t a c k s  on 
p o l i c i e s  w i th  which he has  been i d e n t i f i e d  and on 
h i s  pro teges  and f r i e n d s ,  a t t a c k s  which f e l l  j u s t  
s h o r t  of Chou himself .  Chou is rumored t o  d e t e s t  
Kang Sheng, and t h e r e  have been some i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  h e  d i s l i k e s  Madame Mao. 

**Again, i t  must be admi t ted  t h a t  some observers  
r ega rd  t h e  evidence a s  t o o  s c a n t y  t o  suppor t  any 
judgment . 



L i n  and  H i s  P r o t e g e :  L i n f s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
t h e  s e v e n t h  and  l a s t  ~ u t a t i v e  member o f  t h e  s u n e r -  
e l i t e ,  Huang ~ u n g - s h e h g ,  seems o f  c r i t i c a l  impbr t ance .  
Huang a t  l e a s t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  model  p r o t e g e .  The 
same a g e  a s  L i n ,  h e  s e r v e d  u n d e r  L i n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
1 9 3 0 s ,  s e r v e d  u n d e r  a n o t h e r  L i n  p r o t e g e  e l s e w h e r e  f o r  
a  few y e a r s ,  was  back  w i t h  L i n  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 s  and  
e a r l y  1 9 5 0 s ,  and  by 1952  was L i n f s  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  i n  
t h e  C e n t r a l - S o u t h .  Wi th  L i n l s  t r a n s f e r  t o  P e k i n g  i n  
1955 ,  Huang was  named ( a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  o n  L i n f s  re- 
commendat ion)  t o  s u c c e e d  him a s  commander o f  t h e  
Canton  MR, and  k e p t  t h e  p o s t  for  many y e a r s .  A t t a c k e d  
by Red Guard g r o u p s  e a r l y  i n  1967 ,  Huang was twice 
d e f e n d e d  by Chou E n - l a i  a s  a  close comrade o f  L i n t s  
( h e  may be a n  o l d  f r i e n d  o f  C h o u f s  t o o ) ,  and  H u a n g l s  
r e c o r d  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was p r a i s e d  e v e n  
by Madame Mao ( p e r h a p s  unde r  p r e s s u r e ,  a s  h e r  young 
f r i e n d s  had a t t a c k e d  h im) .  A t t a c k e d  a g a i n  l a t e r  i n  
1967 ,  Huang was g i v e n  a  v o t e  of c o n f i d e n c e  by Mao 
h i m s e l f .  When i n  March 1968  L i n  was o b l i g e d  t o  f i n d  
a  new c h i e f - o f - s t a f f ,  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  M i l i -  
t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commit tee ,  and  s u p e r v i s o r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA, h e  b r o u g h t  Huang up f rom 
Can ton  t o  f i l l  t h e s e  p o s t s .  T h e r e  h a s  been  e v e r y  
i n d i c a t i o n  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  -- i n c l u d i n g  h i s  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  i n  A p r i l  1969  -- t h a t  Mao and  L i n  
have  been  p l e a s e d  w i t h  H u a n g l s  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  and  t h a t  
L i n  h a s  a  v e r y  c l o s e  and  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
him. 

L i n  seems t o  need  a  man o f  h i s  own, i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  h i m s e l f  and  h i s  f r i e n d  Chou, on  t h e  P o f i t b u r o  s t a n d -  
i n g  commi t t ee  -- i f  n o t  now (which would b e  b e s t ) ,  t h e n  
a s  s o o n  a s  he  s u c c e e d s  t o  M a o f s  p o s i t i o n .  A l though  Huang 
d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  s h a r e  M a o f s  i d e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  
t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  L i n  d o e s  (Huang seems more r e p r e s e n -  
t a t i v e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  men, a  r e l a t i v e l y  con- 
s e r v a t i v e  c l a s s ) ,  i t  is b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Huang would b e  
L i n t s  f i r s t  c h o i c e  f o r  t h i s  s m a l l  g r o u p  a t  t h e  summit 
o f  power. * 

*Some o b s e r v e r s ,  w h i l e  a g r e e i n g  t h a t  Huang is t h e  
l e a d i n g  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee, would re- 
g a r d  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  n o t  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
o f  L i n v s  hand b u t  a s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  had s u c c e e d e d  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e i r  own man -- n o t  
L i n t s  man -- o n  t h e  s t a n d i n g  commi t t ee .  



111. Lin  and t h e  p o l i t b u r o  

The importance of t h e  f u l l  p o l i t b u r o  (21 vot ing  
members, f o u r  non-voting) is c o n j e c t u r a l .  I t  probably 
p l ays  an important  r o l e  i n  decision-making when Mao and 
Lin  do n o t  know what they  want t o  do and put  t h e  ques t ion  
up f o r  a  wider  d i s c u s s i o n  than  is p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  f i ve -  
man s t and ing  committee. It is a  vo t ing  body, but is 
not  known e v e r  t o  have a c t u a l l y  voted;  i f  i t  has ,  i t  
seems most u n l i k e l y  t h a t  Mao has  e v e r  ( s i n c e  1935) l o s t  
a formal  vote .  'Mao's t r o u b l e s  of t h e  e a r l y  1960s -- i n  
e f f e c t i n g  h i s  w i l l  -- came no t  from r e v e r s a l s  i n  t h e  
P o l i t b u r o  but from obs t ruc t ion i sm i n  t h e  P a r t y  appara tus  
below t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  Never the less ,  i f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  is 
used by Lin  I n  any way -- a s  a  vo t ing  body o r  a s  a  body 
of c o n s u l t a n t s  o r  a s  a  d e l i b e r a t i v e  body -- its composi- 
t i o n  might be of much importance. 

P r inc ipa l -P ro t ege  Groupings : When Mao is not 
included,  t h e  20 f u l l  members, cons idered  i n  terms of 
p r i n c i p a l s  and p ro t eges ,  seems t o  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  groups.* 
One group c o n s i s t s  of Lin and seven  o t h e r  a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s ,  every  one of whom is a p ro t ege  and c l o s e  as-  
s o c i a t e  of L in ,  p l u s  Madame Lin; ,making a  formidable  
b loc  of n ine .  Another c o n s i s t s  of t h e  f i v e  c i v i l i a n  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG -- Chen Po-ta,  Kang Sheng, 
Madame Mao, and two younger persons -- eve ry  one of 
whom is a p ro t ege  of Mao o r  Madame Mao. And t h e  t h i r d ,  
a much l o o s e r  group of s i x ,  c o n s i s t s  of government lead- 
ers and i n a c t i v e  old- t imers ,  a l l  be l i eved  c l o s e r  t o  Chou 
En-lai  t han  t o  any o t h e r  p r i n c i p a l .  I n  t h e s e  terms, a  
Lin-Chou c o a l i t i o n  could  of cou r se  c o n t r o l  t h e  vo t ing ,  
i f  t h e r e  were any. 

*The two members who have not  appeared i n  p u b l i c  f o r  
some months -- and may have f a l l e n  -- a r e  inc luded  i n  
t h i s  f i g u r e .  



Radical-Conservat ive Groupings: The P o l i t b u r o  
can a l s o  be d i v i d e d  a long  " r a d i c a l u  and "conservative1? 
l i n e s  -- t h a t  is, between those  on one hand c I o s e l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  r a d i c a l  and d i s r u p t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion,  and t h o s e  o n . t h e  o t h e r  hand 
whose r o l e s  were more concerned w i t h  main ta in ing  o r  re- 
s t o r i n g  o rde r .  Th i s  is a  less s a t i s f a c t o r y  d i v i s i o n ,  
because most P o l i t b u r o  members were concerned wi th  t h e  
implementation of - both advances and r e t r e a t s ,  depending 
on t h e  phase of t h e  Revolut ion.  I t  is t r u e ,  however, 
t h a t  some l e a d e r s  have seemed t o  show a  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  
t o  r a d i c a l  p o l i c i e s ,  l i k e  Mao h imse l f ,  and o t h e r s  have 
seemed t o  p r e f e r  if n o t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  than  a t  l e a s t  more 
n e a r l y  moderate p o l i c i e s ,  l i k e  Chou and most m i l i t a r y  \ 

f i g u r e s .  I n  t h e s e  terms, t h e  " r a d i c a l s w  make a  group 
of n i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Lin and h i s  w i f e ,  a l l  f i v e  c e n t r a l  
CRG l e a d e r s ,  and two o t h e r  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ;  
t h e  wconse rva t ives"  t o t a l  s i x ,  Chou and t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  
a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ;  and t h e  " n e u t r a l s "  ( i n a c t i v e  
o r  imposs ib le  t o  a s s e s s )  t o t a l  f o u r .  Expressed i n  t h e s e  
terms, t h e  " r a d i c a l s "  would no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  dominate a  
vote .  

The P o l i t b u r o  i n  Action: Thus Lin  P iao ,  whether 
s t a n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  o r  w i t h  t h e  " r ad i ca l s "  
i n  a g iven  vo te  i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  would need t o  put  
t o g e t h e r  a  c o a l i t i o n  i n  o rde r  t o  p r e v a i l .  There is a  
q u e s t i o n ,  however, a s  t o  w h e t h e r  i t  is r e a l i s t i c  t o  
expect  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  t o  vo te  Lin  down on a  ma t t e r  of 
importance t o  him. Those P o l i t b u r o  members more c l o s e l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c e n t r a l  CRG f i g u r e s  o r  w i t h  Chou En-la i  
than  w i t h  L i n  would have t o  recognize  t h a t ,  i n  a  show- 
down on those  l i n e s ,  t h e  means of coe rc ion  would be 
almost  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  hands of L i n ' s  group. (Mao 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  employed t h i s  s t r a t a g e m  -- d i s p l a y i n g  t h e  
armed f o r c e  a t  h i s  command -- a t  t h e  August 1966 plenum 
which approved h i s  p l ans  f o r  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion.)  
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h o s e  d i sposed  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  a  " r ad i ca lw  
i n i t i a t i v e  by Lin  would have t o  r ecogn ize  t h a t  t h e  
P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee -- which is i n  t h e  hands 
of t h e  " r a d i c a l s "  -- could  s imply n u l l i f y  an adverse  
vo te  and dec ide  t h e  ma t t e r  among its f i v e  members. 



The t r u e  importance of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  seems t o  
l i e  i n  its p o t e n t i a l  a s  a  sounding-board and d i scuss ion  
group, which cou ld  provide Lin wi th  counse l  on t h o s e  
ma t t e r s  on which he might f e e l  a  need f o r  s e v e r a l  po in t s  
of view. I n  such  c a s e s ,  t h e  va r ious  backgrounds, pre- 
d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r  exper iences  of t h e  P o l i t -  
buro 's  members might be hones t ly  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  d i s -  
cus s ion  and might be t r u l y  h e l p f u l  t o  Lin.  The range 
of knowledge and competence on t h e  p r e s e n t  P o l i t b u r o  
is cons ide rab le ,  a l though a non-Maoist would th ink  t h a t  
L in  would do w e l l  t o  have on h i s  P o l i t b u r o  fewer  r a d i c a l  
ideologues and a g i t a t o r s  of t h e  CRG type  and more 
s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  s e c t o r s  of t h e  economy -- fewer "reds ,  It 
more e x p e r t s .  Apart  from t h e  omnicompetent Chou En- 
l a i ,  t h e r e  is only one P o l i t b u r o  member (Li  Hsien-nien) 
w i th  s u b s t a n t i a l  exper ience  i n  economic management, 
and he seems t o  be concerned now wi th  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  



I V .  Lin and t'he c e n t r a l  M i l i t a r y  Leaders ' 

The PLA does no t  dominate t h e  "nat ional l l  govern- 
ment: t h a t  is, t h e  group of l e a d e r s ,  a l l  i n  Peking, who 
make t h e  fundamental  d e c i s i o n s  on such l a r g e  ma t t e r s  
a s  n a t i o n a l  defense ,  f o r e i g n  po l i cy ,  development of t h e  
economy, and t h e  conduct of nation-wide p o l i t i c a l  cam- 
paigns.  A s  p r ev ious ly  s een ,  such  dec i s ions  a r e  made by 
Mao, by Mao and Lin ,  o r  by t h e  five-man P o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  committee, who may o r  may not  c o n s u l t  o t h e r s  
f i r s t  . The PLA has been, however, ' . the  base of power 
f o r  Mao ( i n  r e c e n t  years )  and f o r  Lin ( s ince  1959), 
t h e  "enforcer"  of t hose  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  need t o  be en- 
fo rced ,  t h e  p r o t e c t o r  of Mao and Lin and o t h e r  c e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s ,  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  of many c e n t r a l  m i n i s t r i e s ,  t h e  
de  f a c t o  government o u t s i d e  Peking f o r  most of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion,  t h e  dominant f o r c e  w i t h i n  most of 
tb l o c a l  governing bodies  charged wi th  c a r r y i n g  out  
Mao's p o l i c i e s ,  and ( i n  t h e  f i e l d  armies)  t h e  c o e r c i v e  
power throughout  China. The c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  of 
t h e  PLA power-system i n  r e c e n t  yea r s  has come t o  be 
s t r i k i n g l y  dominated by Lin  P i a o  and t h o s e  regarded i n  
t h i s  paper a s  h i s  p ro teges .  

The MAC Standing  Committee: The most important  
organs of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  appara tus  a r e :  t h e  
M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee (MAC), which has a u t h o r i t y  
over  t h e  e n t i r e  m i l i t a r y  e s t ab l i shmen t  and can  send  
o rde r s  d i r e c t l y  t o  any component; t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
u n i t  of t h e  MAC, which handles  its d a i l y  work and 
s u p e r v i s e s  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  t he .  PLA ( in-  
c lud ing  t h e  work of t h e  General  P o l i t i c a l  Department); 
and t h e  Genera l  S t a f f  o r  J o i n t  Chiefs-of-Staff  -- i c e . ,  
t h e  Chief-of-Staff  and h i s  d e p u t i e s ,  t h e  planning organ 
of t h e  MAC and t h e  sou rce  of most of t h e  o r d e r s  going 
t o  t h e  PLA. I t  is i n  t h e s e  t h r e e  key organs t h a t  L i n t s  
p ro t eges  a r e  most heav i ly  c l u s t e r e d .  



When t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion began, Lin was ( a s  
he remains) t h e  de  f a c t o  chairman of t h e  MAC, but  its 
key poSts -- o f f i c e r s  of t h e  MAC and members of its 
s t a n d i n g  committee -- were d iv ided  about  e q u a l l y  between 
( a )  old- t imers  who had made t h e i r  c a r e e r s  independent ly  
of L in  and (b) a  s m a l l  group of L i n t s  p ro teges .  During 
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion,  Lin purged o r  helped t o  purge 
s e v e r a l  of them ( inc lud ing  f o u r  who were h i s  own pro teges  
o r  j o i n t  Mao-Lin p r o t e g e s ) ,  and has set a s i d e  o thers .*  
The MAC l e a d e r s h i p  is now composed almost e n t i r e l y  of 
L i n t s  p ro teges .  The MAC l e a d e r s ,  who hold many o t h e r  
key p o s t s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  appa ra tus ,  a r e :  
(1)  Yeh Chien-ying, t h e  only vice-chairman known t o  be 
a c t i v e ,  L i n t s  deputy i n  t h e  o l d  Central-South command ' ' 
and a  spokesman f o r  him i n  r e c e n t  yea r s ,  a l though 
be l i eved  t o  be c l o s e r  pe r sona l ly  t o  Chou En-lai;  (2)  
Huang Yung-sheng , L i n ' s  "model" pro tege  p rev ious ly  
d i scussed ,  who a s  s ec re t a ry -gene ra l  and c h i e f  of t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  is second i n  importance only t o  
Lin;  $3,4,5) three l e a d e r s  w i th  a  common p r o f i l e ,  Wu 
Fa-hsien, L i  Tso-peng, and Chiu Hui-tso, each of whom 
long s e r v e d  w i t h  Lin,  was named by Lin  t o  a  key m i l i t a r y  
p o s t  i n  t h e  1959-67 p e r i o d  ( r e s p e c t i v e l y  Commander of 
t h e  A i r  Force,  1st P o l i t i c a l  O f f i c e r  of t h e  Navy, 
D i r e c t o r  of L o g i s t i c s ) ,  and has  been g iven  key p o s t s  
i n  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  organs of t h e  PLA i n  r e c e n t  years ;  
(6)  Yeh Chun, L i n ' s  w i f e  and t h e  head of h i s  s t a f f  
o f f i c e ;  ( 7 )  Wen Yu-cheng, commander of t h e  Peking Gar- 
r i s o n ,  a  j o i n t  Lin-Huang p ro t ege  from t h e  Cen t r a l -  
South**; (8) Liu Hsien-chuan, who long se rved  w i t h  Lin  

*The most r e c e n t  t o  f a l l  seems t o  be Hsieh Fu-chih, 
no t  a  L in  pro tege  bu t  a  p ro t ege  of t h e  d i s g r a c e d  Teng 
Hsiao-ping, who, s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  was added t o  t h e  leader -  
s h i p  of t h e  MAC and even t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  but  has now 
been missing f o r  many months. 

**Wen has been miss ing  s i n c e  1 June, t o g e t h e r  w i th  
some of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Garr i son .  



and was brought from a d i s t r i c t  command i n  1968 t o  a  
key c e n t r a l  p o s t ,  p o s s i b l y  w i t h  Second A r t i l l e r y  ( m i s -  
s i l e s ) ;  (9) Su Yu, no t  a  L in  pro tege ,  an  o ld t ime f i e l d  
army commander w i th  a s p e c t a c u l a r  combat r eco rd  who i n  
r e c e n t  yea r s  has  headed t h e  O f f i c e  of Nat iona l  Defense 
I n d u s t r i e s ,  and who is bBlZeved t o  be c l o s e  t o  Chou En- 
lai-;  Bnd, f i n h l l y  , ( J O j '  C i  Te-shepg,,: n o t  .'a' Lin -pro tege  

but  t h e  p ro t ege  of a p ro t ege ,  r e c e n t l y  brought from 
a n  army command t o  be D i r e c t o r  of t h e  General P o l i t i c a l  
Department. (Seven of t h e s e  persons -- t h e  f i r s t  s i x ,  
and t h e  l a s t  -- a r e  a l s o  members of t h e  Pa r ty  P o l i t b u r o . )  

The MAC Admin i s t r a t i ve  Unit:  The composi t ion 
of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  of t h e  MAC -- t h e  equ iva l en t  
of a  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t  -- has  been r e p o r t e d  only once 
( i n  1968) ; it has  probably added a t  l e a s t  one o f f i c e r .  
The seven  r e p o r t e d  o f f i c e r s  a s  of 1968 were s e c r e t a r y -  
g e n e r a l  Huang Yung-sheng and s i x  o t h e r s  ( a t 1  d i scussed  
above) from t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee -- t h e  seven regarded 
(among MAC o f f i c e r s )  a s  c l o s e s t  t o  Lin,  every one of 
them a L in  p ro t ege  i n  every  sense.*  L in  was obviously 
determined t o  have p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA 
c o n t r o l l e d  by people he cou ld  t r u s t ,  because,  a s  he t o l d  
them, it was t o  be t h e i r  j o b  t o  dec ide  whom e l s e  he 
could t r u s t .  The o f f i c e r  probably added is L i  Te-sheng, 
t h e  General  P o l i t i c a l  Department d i r e c t o r  no ted  above. 

The General  S t a f f :  Although Lin  himself  is 
M i n i s t e r  of Nat iona l  Defense, t h i s  Minis t ry  appears  t o  
be a  supe r f luous  eche lon ,  l a r g e l y  bypassed i n  r e c e n t  

I yea r s ,  between t h e  MAC and t h e  General  S ta f f .**  It is 

I 
I 

*The seven  a r e  Huang, Wu, L i ,  Chiu, Yeh, Wen and 
Liu,  numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 ,  7, and 8 i n  t h e  p rev ious ly-  
g iven  list of t h e  MAC l e a d e r s h i p .  I 

I 
1 

**Lin may p l an  t o  name Huang Yung-sheng t o  t h i s  poSt l 

and make it once a g a i n  important .  



t h e  Deputy Chiefs-of-Staff ,  no t  t h e  Deputy M i n i s t e r s  of , 
Defense, who a r e  members of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and of t h e  
MAC s t a n d i n g  committee and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t ;  t h e  MAC 
has no t  even bothered t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  deputy m i n i s t e r s  
who were purged, and those  s t i l l  i d e n t i f i e d  have no t  
been c l o s e  t o  Lin i n  r ecen t  yea r s .  

The General  S t a f f  is c l e a r l y  t h e  most important  
organ below t h e  level of t h e  MAC. Under C/S Huang Yung- 
sheng, 'who r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  ground f o r c e s ,  a r e  10  o r  . 11 
deputy c h i e f s  who a r e  c o n c u r r e n t l y  t h e  commanders o r  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  of o t h e r  s e r v i c e  arms ( A i r  Force,  
Navy , .poss ib ly  Second A r t i l l e r y ) ,  t h e  heads of a t  l e a s t  
two of t h e  thr'ee known g e n e r a l  departments , ( S t a f f ,  P o l i -  
t i c a l ,  L o g i s t i c s ) ,  t h e  probable  heads of c e r t a i n  key sub- 
depar tments  of t h e  General S t a f f  Department, and two o r  

' t h r e e  o t h e r  key f i g u r e s .  

Again t h e  c l u s t e r i n g  of L i n ' s  p ro teges ,  and t h e  
occupancy of s e tve ra l  key p o s t s  concur ren t ly ,  is s t r i k i n g .  
Of t h e  10 o r  11 m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who comprise t h i s  group 
(depending on whether Li Te-sheng has been added t o  
t h e  d e p u t i e s ) ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  -- Huang, Wu Fa-hsien, L i  
TsO-peng, Chiu Hui-tso, and L i  Te-sheng i f  added -- 
have been encountered above a s  concur ren t ly  members of 
t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  of t h e  MAC s t a n d i n g  committee, and of 
t h e  MAC a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t ;  and another ,  Wen Yu-cheng, 
on t h e  MAC s t a n d i n g  committee and t h e  MAC a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
u n i t .  F ive  of t hose  s i x  ( a l l  but LO a r e  Lin ' s  p ro teges .  
Of t h e  remaining f i v e  deputy ch i e f s -o f - s t a f f s ,  two a r e  
L i n  p ro t eges ,  and three a r e  no t .  

Other  C e n t r a 1 , M i l i t a r y  Leaders:  The o t h e r  key 
f i g u r e s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  a r e  t h e  o t h e r  
l e a d i n g  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s e r v i c e  arms and t h e  
three g e n e r a l  departments,  o t h e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  s e r v i c e  
headquar te rs  ( a r t i l l e r y ,  armored, eng inee r s ,  r a i lway  
eng inee r s ,  s i g n a l ,  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y ,  eto), t h e  Nat iona l  
Defense S c i e n t i f i c  and Technological-Commission ( r e sea rch  
and development of advanced weapons), t h e  O f f i c e  of 
Na t iona l  ~ e f e n s e  I n d u s t r i e s  (product ion  of advanced 



weapons), and t h e  Peking Garr i son .  The p i c t u r e  is less 
s t r i k i n g  a t  t h i s  l e v e l .  Whereas L i n t s  p ro teges  occupy 
t h e  g r e a t  ma jo r i t y  of p o s t s  a t  t h e  very t o p  l e v e l  d i s -  

. c u s s e d  above, a t  t h i s  second level they  occupy fewer 
t han  h a l f .  A t  t h i s  level they  f i l l  more t h a n  h a l f  of 
t h e  l ead ing  p o s t s  only i n  c e r t a i n  arms and headquar te rs  
and o f f i c e s  which Lin  presumably r ega rds  as e s p e c i a l l y  
s e n s i t i v e  -- t h e  A i r  Force,  A r t i l l e r y ,  and 2nd A r t i l l e r y  
( m i s s i l e s ) ,  On t h i s  reasoning ,  a n  abundance of L in  
p ro t eges  would be expected too  i n  t h e  Genera'l P o l i t i c a l  
Department and t h e  Peking Garr ison,  but t h i s  is appar- 
e n t l y  no t  t h e  c a s e  a t  t h i s  t i m e . *  

* A s  of 1968 - 69 , t h e  General  P o l i t i c a l  Department was 
i n a c t i v e ,  and its work of i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and s u r v e i l l a n c e  
was being handled by two s p e c i a l  bodies ,  t he  P o l i t i c a l  
Work Group and t h e  Support-the-Left Group. The more 
important  of t h e  two, t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group, charged 
wi th  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  PLA l e a d e r s  from army-level up, was 
a p p a r e n t l y  l e d  by t h e  Lin pro tege  Wu Fa-hsien; t h e  o t h e r  
was a mixed group. The P o l i t i c a l  Work Group may still  
e x i s t ,  a s  y e t  ano the r  supe rv i so ry  a u t h o r i t y  over t h e  
r e c o n s t r u c t e d  General  P o l i t i c a l  Department, but  t h i s  
seems unnecessary,  a s  t h e  MAC a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t ,  com- 
posed of t h e  same Lin pro teges ,  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  f o r ' t h i s  
purpose.  The P o l i t i c a l  Work Group has n o t  been heard 
from i n  t h e  paSt  yea r ,  and probably faded  away a s  t h e  
General  P o l i t i c a l  Department began ope ra t ing  a g a i n  late 
i n  1969. However, t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group very prob- 
a b l y  assembled t h e  new General  P o l i t i c a l  Department, 
which means t h a t  hard-core Lin-men were s a t i s f i e d  a s  t o  
t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  GPDts new l e a d e r s ,  even though' 
most of those  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  GPD do n o t  seem t o  be 
L in  pro teges  themselves.  L i n t s  c o n t r o l  over t h e  GPD is 
pu t  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  not  by t h e  GPD l e a d e r s h i p  but  by t h e  

, f a c t  t h a t  supe rv i so ry  a u t h o r i t y  was d i v i d e d  -- a s  of 
I 1968 -- between t h e  MAC and Kang S h e n g t s  p o l i t i c a l  

s e c u r i t y  appa ra tus .  The l a t t e r  may, a s  be fo re ,  work 
through s p e c i a l  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  groups i n  t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  departments a t  a l l  levels. However, a s  p rev ious ly  
sugges ted ,  Chou En-la i  's r o l e  i n  s u p e r v i s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  work a t  l e a s t  d i l u t e s  Kang's r o l e .  



There is a l a r g e  group i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s h i p  -- s e v e r a l  dozen people  -- i n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  
p o s t s  of s u f f i c i e n t  importance t o  r a t e  a mention of 
t h e i r  occupants  on ceremonial  occasions.  Many of t h e s e  
a r e  militax!y p o s i t i o n s  a t  lower l e v e l s  than those  
d i s c u s s e d  above -- e.g. ,  j u n i o r  d e p u t i e s  i n  t h e  serqice 
arms and headquar te rs ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  of unpubl ic ized  
m i l i t a r y  organs (e.g., i n t e l l i g e n c e ) ,  and t h e  l e a d e r s  
of m i l i t a r y  s choo l s .  Many o t h e r s ,  however, a r e  t h e  
c h i e f s  and deputy c h i e f s  of M i l i t a r y  Cont ro l  Commissions 
i n  c e n t r a l  government m i n i s t r i e s ,  unspec i f i ed  key f i g u r e s  
i n  m i n i s t r i e s  from which t h e  MCCs have been withdrawn, 
and key f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  appa ra tus  now being 
cons t ruc t ed .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  of L in ' s  p ro t eges  i n  
t h i s  group, but  they  seem t o  be a s m a l l  minor i ty .  

 in's' Domination: I n  sum, Lin  P i a o  seems t o  
dominate t h e  c e n t r a l  mi1i tar .y  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  t h e  degree 
he  wants t o  -- overwhelmingly (on t h i s  . read ing]  a t  t h e  
t o p  l e v e l ,  t o  a degree never  be fo re  s een ,  l a r g e l y  
through a smal1,number of p ro t eges  i n  concur ren t  p o s t s  
i n  t h e  t h r e e  most important organs;  and s e l e c t i v e l y  
a t  t h e  second l e v e l ,  a l though t h i s  may i n c r e a s e  a s  
new l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d .  H e  does no t  seem 
t o  concern  himself  much w i t h  lower l e v e l s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
l eade r sh ip :  he is con ten t  w i t h  a mixture  of old- t imers ,  
p ro t eges  of o t h e r  top- leve l  and second-level l e a d e r s ,  
and promising young people.  



V. L i n  and  t h e  R e g i o n a l  M i l i t a r y  L e a d e r s  . 

The h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f ,  t h e  11 M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n s  (MRs) 
have  been  i n  e f f e c t  C h i n a l s . ' r e g i o n a l  go.vesnments  s i n c e  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e ,  P a r t y ' s  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u s  i n  . . 

1966-67. The commander and p o l i t i c a l  officer o f  e a c h  
of t h e s e  MRs a r e  p o w e r f u l  f i g u r e s ,  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  .(un- 
less P e k i n g  c h o o s e s  t o  e x e r c i s e  i t  d i r e c t l y )  o v e r  t h e  
a r m i e s  d i s p o s e d  i n  them; m o r e o v e r ,  o n e  or t h e  o t h e r  
a l w a y s  h e a d s  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committ&ew (government )  
of t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n  which  t h e  MR h e a d q u a r t e r s  is l o c a t e d  
The  commanders and  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  36 o r  more 
a r m i e s  d i s p o s e d  i n  t h e s e  MRs a r e  a l s o  p o w e r f u l  f i g u r e s ;  
w h i l e  s u b j e c t  t o  o r d e r s  f rom t h e  MRs or d i r e c t l y  f rom 
P e k i n g ,  t h e y  command t h e  f o r c e s  o n  which  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  
P e k i n g  p r i m a r i l y  depend  f o r  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  w i l l  
o u t s i d e  P e k i n g .  The commanders and  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  
of t h e  24 M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t s  (MDs) a r e  n o r m a l l y  less  
impor t an t . ,  i n  t h a t  t h e y  n o r m a l l y  c o n t r o l  o n l y  PLA s e c u r i t y  
forces, g a r r i s o n  commands, and t h e  m i l i t i a ;  b u t  some 
have  been c o n c u r r e n t l y  (and f i r s t )  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  
a r m i e s  s e n t  i n t o  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s ,  some h a v e  been  g i v e n  
command of m a j o r  t a c t i c a l  u n i t s  i n  e m e r g e n c i e s ,  and  ' 

many have  been  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a s  
t h e  h e a d s  o f  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commi t t ee s "  i n  t h o s e  pro-  
v i n c e s  n o t  domina t ed  by t h e  MR l e a d e r s .  

The  P u r g e d  and t h e  P r o t e g e s :  When t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  began .  t h e  11 MRs were domina t ed  bv t h e  - ,  

P a r t y  I s  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u s  ( g e n e r a l l y  c o t e r m i n o k s )  , w h i c h  
w e r e  o f  c o u r s e  p a r t s  of t h e  P a r t y  mach ine  d i r e c t e d  by 
L i u  Shao -ch i  and  Teng Hsiao-p ing .  The  r e g i o n a l  first 
s e c r e t a r i e s ,  s t r o n g e r  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t  t h a n  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  commanders o f  t h e s e  r e g i o n s ,  w e r e  a l s o  t h e  first 
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  a l l  of t h e s e  MRs, t h u s  d o u b l i n g  
t h e i r  s t r e n g t h ,  and  u s u a l l y  t h e  first s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  
t h e  P a r t y  committees of t h e  MRS. Most o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commanders of t h e  MRs, u n l i k e  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  - p o l i t i c a l  



o f f i c e r s , ,  were a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  marked f o r  p u r g i n g  when 
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  began;  howe.ver, a  f e w  were u n d e r  s u s p i c i o n ,  
o t h e r s  came u n d e r  s u s p i c i o n  wiOh the. ,  p u r g e  o f  c e r t a i n  
c e n * r a l  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  t o  whom t h e y  had been  close, 
and o t h e r s  r a n  a f o u l  of  t h e . R e v o l u t i o n  i t s e l f .  

A l l  11 o f  t h e  Par ty-machine  f i g u r e s  who were 
r e g i o n a l  first s e c r e t a r i e s  and first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  ' were b r o u g h t  down i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  however ,  L i n  P i a o  
s t r o n g l y  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  
r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  commanders. A t  l e a s t  f o u r  o f  them 
-- Huang Yung-sheng o f  Can ton ,  Chen H s i - l i e n  of 
Shenyang, Hsu Shih-yu o f  Nanking,  and  Han Hsien-chu o f  
Foochow -- w e r e  summoned by L i n  i n  August  1966 ,  to- 
g e t h e r  w i t h  a  f ew  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  t o  be  t o l d  
a b o u t  L i n t s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA. A f i f t h  a p p a r e l l t  f a v o r i t e  of 
L i n t s ,  Yang Te -ch ih  o f  T s i n a n ,  may a l s o  have  been  p r e s e n t . *  

*Four of  t h e s e  f i v e  had been  p r e t t y  f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a s  p r o t e g e s  o f  L i n  P i a o  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu-  
t i o n  began.  A l l  f i v e ,  t h e  same a g e  a s  L i n  o r  a  l i t t l e  
younge r ,  had s e r v e d  unde r  L i n  i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  c a r e e r s  
and had gone  on t o  i m p o r t a n t  r e g i o n a l  p o s t s  i n  t h e  1950s .  
L i n  had p r o b a b l y  a r r a n g e d  f o r  Huang t o  s u c c e e d  him a s  
commander o f  t h e  Can ton  MR i n  t h e  e a r l y  19509,  a n d ,  
s o o n  a f t e r  becoming M i n i s t e r  of N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  i n  
1959 ,  had named Chen,  Hsu and Han to key  p o s t s  ( r e s p e c t i v e l y  
commander o f  t h e  Shenyang MR, d e p u t y  m i n i s t e r  o f  n a t i o n a l .  
d e f e n s e ,  and  commander o f  t h e  Foochow m).  The f i f t h  
of t h e s e  f i g u r e s ,  Yang Te -ch ih ,  became commander o f  t h e  
T s i n a n  MR s o o n  a f t e r  L i n  r e t u r n e d  t o  a c t i o n  i n  P e k i n g  
i n  1958,  b u t  i t  is n o t  known w h e t h e r  L i n  recommended 

1 him f o r  t h e  p o s t ;  Y a n g t s  s t a t u s  was  i n  some q u e s t i o n  
f o r  a  t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  Peng Te -hua i  i n  1959 ,  owing 
to  h i s  close a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Peng,  and  he  may have  been  
on p r o b a t i o n  i n  L i n t s  mind; by s p r i n g  1 9 6 0 ,  however,  
he  was c o n f i r m e d  a s  t h e  T s i n a n  commander, and  f rom e a r l y  
1962 seemed c l e a r l y  i n  good f a v o r .  A s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  
Yang was to  h a v e  t h e  e a s i e s t  time o f  a n y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  
commanders i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  Aga in ,  , i t  must  
be  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  some o b s e r v e r s  see t h e s e  men -- and 
o t h e r  MR l e a d e r s  -- n o t  a s  L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  b u t  a s  i nde -  
p e n d e n t l y  p o w e r f u l  f i g u r e s  w i t h  whom h e  mus t  l tcompromise."  



I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  L i n  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
show g r e a t  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h o s e  f i v e ,  b u t  h a s  r e p l a c e d  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders o f  t h e  o t h e r  s i x  MRS. The 
P e k i n g  MR was r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  1967;  Chengtu twice, i n  
1966 and  1967;  Kunming i n  1966-67; Wuhan i n  1967;  
S i n k i a n g  i n  1968 ;  and Lanchow i n  1969.  I n  e a c h  c a s e  
b u t  o n e  (Lanchow), t h e  r e p l a c e d  commander was pu rged .  

The  l e a d e r s  .of t h e  a r m i e s  d i s p o s e d  i n  t h e  MRs 
and  MDs, and t h e  commanders and  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  
t h e  MDs, were a l s o  a  problem f o r  L i n .  The  a r m i e s  were 
i n  b e t t e r  s h a p e  t h a n  t h e  MRs a n d  MDs, b u t  t h e i r  poli- 
t i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  MR p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r s  ( t h a t  is, Pa r ty -mach ine  f i g u r e s ) ;  and most  o f  
t h e  MDs, l i k e  t h e  MRs, were domina ted  by Par ty-machine  
t y p e s  who were c o n c u r r e n t l y  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  and  f i r s t  
p o l i t i c a l  officers.  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  
L i n  h a s  changed  t h e  commands o f  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  a r m i e s , *  
and  h a s  r e p l a c e d  20 o f  tb first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  
t h e  MDs and  1 9  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders o f  t h e  MDs.  
S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  MDs have been  r e o r g a n i z e d  twice. 

I n  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  many o f  L i n t s  
p r o t e g e s  have  moved i n t o  k e y  p o s i t i o n s ,  o r  have  been 
promoted f r o m  k e y  p o s i t i o n s  t o  h i g h e r  and d o m i n a t i n g  
p o s i t i o n s .  I t  seems a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e s e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
j u s t  a s  i n  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  
s t r u c t u r e ,  t h a t  L i n  b a s  been  c o n c e r n e d  t o  get  h i s  
p r o t e g e s  -- men he h a s  good r e a s o n  t o  t r u s t  -- i n t o  
t h e  t o p - l e v e l  p o s i t i o n s ,  n o t  i n t o  t h e  second-and- th i rd  
l e v e l  p o s i t i o n s :  t h a t  is, t o  p l a c e  them a s  commanders 
o f  MRs, f o r  example ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  MDs. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

* A  p r e c i s e  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  a r m i e s  c a n n o t  be  p r o v i d e d ;  
most  o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r s ,  when t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  began ,  were 
n o t  known. T h e r e  is g e n e r a l  ag reemen t  t h a t  t h e  p u r g e  
o f  t h e  a r m i e s  h a s  been  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  b u t  on n o t h i n g  l i k e  
t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  MR and MD h e a d q u a r t e r s .  



he h a s  n o t  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e s e  t o p  p o s i t i o n s  a s  many 
p r o t e g e s  a s  h e  m i g h t  have ;  he c o u l d ,  i f  he  c h o s e ,  have  
p l a c e d  them i n  e v e r y  t o p - l e v e l  p o s t  i n  e a c h  MR, by 
t a k i n g  some f*o=er MRs s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  them (Canton  
and Foochow), or -- p r o b a b l y  -- i n  command o f  e v e r y  
army, by moving u p  some d e p u t y  commanders o f  o t h e r  
a r m i e s .  Bu t  he h a s  n o t  done  t h i s ,  h e  h a s  o f  t e n  been  
c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  man i n  p l a c e ,  and  h a s  sometimes a s -  
s i g n e d  p r o t e g e s  o f  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  ( even  d i s g r a c e d  l e a d e r s )  
t o  key  p o s i t i o n s .  

The Four  Most I m p o r t a n t  MRs: The g e n e r a l l y -  
a c c e p t e d  " s t r a t e g i c  a r e a s "  o f  C h i n a  -- s o  d e f i n e d  
f o r  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y  and  economic  
r e g i o n s  -- c e n t e r  o n  P e k i n g ,  Shenyang,  Nanking and  
Canton .  P e k i n g  t o o  r e g a r d s  them a s  t h e  most impor , t an t .  
The l a r g e s t  numbers  of  a r m i e s  a r e  i n  t h e s e  f o u r  MRS. 
Both  t h e  commander and t h e  first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of 
one  o f  t h e s e  (Nanking)  a r e  on  t h e  P a r t y  p o l i t b u r o ,  t h e  
commander o f  a n o t h e r  (Shenyang) is t h e r e ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r  o f  a n o t h e r  (Pek ing )  is t h e r e ,  and  t h e  ex-  
commander o f  t h e  f o u r t h  (Canton)  is t h e r e .  No o t h e r  
MRs a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  p o l i t b u r o .  

The Shenyang MR, t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  
r e g i o n  o n c e  commanded by L i n ,  seems s e c u r e  u n d e r  Chen 
H s i - l i e n ,  named t o  t h e  p o s t  by Lin  i n  1959 ,  shown to  
b e  i n  L i n t s  c o n f i d e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  
a n d  added  to  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  i n  1969.  (The first p o l i -  
t i c a l  o f f i c e r  is a n  o l d  P a r t y  c a d r e  r e s t o r e d  by t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n . )  T h e  s e n i o r  d e p u t y  commanders a r e  a l s o  
L i n t s  p r o t e g e s .  Most o f  t h e  known army commanders i n  
t h i s  MR a r e  Lin-men or a t  l e a s t  o u t  o f  L i n t s  o l d  forces. 
The m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h i s  MR a r e  
a p p a r e n t l y  still b e i n g  r e o r g a n i z e d ,  and  may or may 
n o t  show t h e  same p a t t e r n .  

The  Nanking MR is commanded by Hsu Shih-yu ,  an- 
o t h e r  named t o  a  k e y  p o s t  by L i n  i n  1959 ,  whose t r o . o p s  
p r o t e c t e d  Mao and  L i n  i n  t h e i r  w i n t e r  r e t r e a t  o f  1965-66, 
who was working w i t h  L in  o n  h i s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  e v e n  p r i o r  t o  mid-1966, was p r o t e c t e d  by Mao 



and  L i n  d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  and  was added to  t h e  
P o l i t b u r o  i n  1969 .  (The first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  a n  
o l d  P a r t y  c a d r e  who h e l p e d  Mao t o  l a u n c h  t h e  Revolu-  
t i o n ,  s p e n d s  l i t t l e  t i m e  h e r e  and  h a s  a p p a r e n t l y . b e e n  
r e p l a c e d  d e  f a c t o  by a L i n  p r o t e g e . )  Most o f  t h e  
l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  of armies and  MDs h e r e  seem to  be  
p r o t e g e s  of Hsu h i m s e l f ,  p r e sumab ly  t h o u g h t  r e l i a b l e  
for  t h a t  r e a s o n .  

The  Canton  MR, commanded u n t i l  1968  by t h e  
model  L i n  p r o t e g e  Huang Yung-sheng ( t h e n  b r o u g h t  t o  
P e k i n g  a s  L i n t s  first d e p u t y ) ,  is commanded now by 
T i n g  Sheng,  a l so  ,a L i n  p r o t e g e  f rom t h e  4 t h  F i e l d  
Army b u t  n o t  a s  c l o s e  t o  L i n  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a s  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r s  who were a v a i l a b l e .  T i n g  was promoted f r o m  
a n o t h e r  a r e a ,  a p p a r e n t l y  f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  s e r v i c e .  
V i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  -- m i l i ' t a r y  and  
p o l i t i c a l  -- o f  t h i s  MR, o f  t h e  a r m i e s  d i s p o s e d  i n  
i t ,  and  o f  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  MDs, a r e  p r o t e g e s  o f  L i n  
and /o r  Huang. T h i s  MR seems t o  be j u s t  a s  s o l i d  a s  
Shenyang and  Nanking. 

Among t h e  f o u r  k e y  MRs -- and now i n  f a c t  among 
a l l  11 MRs -- P e k i n g  is t h e  c u r i o u s  and  i n e x p l i c a b l e  
e x c e p t i o n .  N e i t h e r  t h e  a c t i n g  commander n o r  t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  o f f i c e r  is a L i n  p r o t e g e ,  n o r  a r e  t h e i r  s e n i o r  
d e p u t i e s * ;  and  i n  t h e  P e k i n g  G a r r i s o n  -- t h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a v a i l a b l e  c o e r c i v e  f o r c e  -- o n l y  t h e  commander is known 
t o  be a L i n  man, and  he is m i s s i n g .  However, some o f  
t h e  armies i n  t h i s  MR are  commanded by men who a r e  L i n t s  

*L in  began t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  o n e  of h i s  
l o n g  time p r o t e g e s  -- Yang Yung -- i n  t h e  k e y  p o s t  o f  
commander o f  t h i s  MR. Purged  i n  1967 ,  Yang is t h e  o n l y  
L i n  p r o t e g e  among t h e  60-odd r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  lead= 
known o r  b e l i e v e d  pu rged .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  L i n  
p r o t e g e s  among t h e  m i s s i n g ,  b u t  some o f  t h e s e  have  
been  r e p o r t e d  unde r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  ( p e r h a p s  s a v e d  by 
t h e i r  t i es  w i t h  L i n ) ,  and  most a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  show u p  
e v e n t u a l l y .  



p r o t e g e s  or o u t  of  h i s  o l d  f o r c e s ,  and h i s  p r o t e g e s  
a r e  b e g i n n i n g  to  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  MD commands. 

The Seven L e s s e r  MRs: The seven  o t h e r  MRs a l l  
seem to  be i n  g e n e r a l l y  good s h a p e ,  from L i n t s  p o i n t  
of view. The T s i n a n  MR is commanded by a  L i n  f a v o r i t e , ,  
Yang Te-chih ,  t h e  a c t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  is a  long- 
time L i n  p r o t e g e ,  and t h e r e  may be o t h e r s  i n  t h e  a r m i e s  
t h e r e .  The Foochow MR under  Ban Hsien-chu is a  model ,  
w i t h  a l l  of t h e  l e a d i n g  p o s t s  i n . t h e  MR, and o t h e r s  
i n  t h e  a r m i e s  and t h e  MDs, h e l d  by p r o t e g e s  and p e r s o n a l  
f r i e n d s  o f  L i n t s .  The Wuhan MR is commanded by L i n t s  
p r o t e g e . a n d  f r i e n d  Tseng Szu-yu and h a s  some o t h e r  
Lin-men i n  t h e  MR h e a d q u a r t e r s .  The Chengtu MR is 
commanded by two f i g u r e s  d e s c r i b e d  by L in  a s  "o ld  
f r i e n d s , "  one  of  whom is i n  f a c t  h i s  p r o t e g e ,  t h e  
o t h e r  a p p a r e n t l y  f a v o r e d  by Mao for  h i s  s u p p o r t  a t  a  
c r i t i c a l  t i m e ;  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  T i b e t  MD is dominated 
by L i n t s  p r o t e g e s ,  and t h e r e  may be o t h e r s  i n  t h e  
a r m i e s .  The Kunming MR has  a l s o  been l e d  by t w o  men 
d e s c r i b e d  by L i n  a s  h i s  "o ld  f r i e n d s ,  t t  who have appar-  
e n t l y  been r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  a r m i e s  and MDs; t h a t  one  
o f  t h e  t w o  who f i t s  t h e  p a t t e r n  of a  L i n  p r o t e g e  h a s  
j u s t  now d i e d ;  and t h e  o t h e r  may r e p l a c e  him i n  t h e  
t o p  p o s t .  The S i n k i a n g  MR, t roub lesome  u n t i l  1968,  
h a s  been s t a b l e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s  under  t w o  o f  
L i n t s  p r o t e g e s ,  one  of whom may have  been t r a n s f e r r e d  
r e c e n t l y  t o  t h e  less s a t i s f a c t o r y . P e k i n g  MR. 

The Lanchow MR, a s  of  summer 1970,  was a n  ex- 
c e p t i o n ,  and an  i m p o r t a n t  one ,  because  i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
a n c i l l a r y  PLA h e a d q u a r t e r s  ( a t  S i a n )  and a  number of 
C h i n a ' s  most s e n s i t i v e  m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .  N e i t h e r  
t h e  commander nor  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  was a  L i n  
p r o t e g e ,  and t h e  s e n i o r  f i g u r e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  MR were 
o l d - t i m e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  who had had t i es  w i t h  two 
purged m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  I n  r e c e n t  months ,  however, 
L in  h a s  s e n t  i n t o  t h i s  MR a  s t r o n g  army commanded by 
h i s  l o n g t i m e  p r o t e g e s ,  and h a s  i n s t a l l e d  a n o t h e r  pro-  
t e g e ,  P i  Ting-chun, a s  t h e  new commander of t h e  AIR. 
( P i ' s  p r o f i l e  r e s e m b l e s  t h a t  of T i n g  Sheng i n  Canton.  



He was s e r v i n g  w i t h  L i n  a s  e a r l y  a s  1937,  b u t  h a s  been 
c l o s e r  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t o  o t h e r  L i n  p r o t e g e s  -- Hsu 
Shih-yu,  Chen H s i - l i e n ,  and Han Hsien-chu -- t h a n  t o  
L i n  h i m s e l f . )  P i  seems to  have become t h e  head o f  
t h e  MR P a r t y  commit tee ,  a  p o s t  r e p o r t e d l y  h e l d  pre-  
v i o u s l y  by t h e  f i r s t  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r .  L i n  may i d -  
c r e a s i n g l y  a r r a n g e  f o r  h i s  p r o t e g e s  t o  g e t  t h e s e  key 
P a r t y  p o s t s . *  

I n  sum, L i n t s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  M i l i -  
t a r y  Regions  seems v e r y  s t r o n g .  Almost a l l  o f  t h e  MR 
commanders a r e  h i s  p r o t e g e s .  So a r e  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s ,  and t h e  o t h e r s  have  seemed 
a l s o  t o  s e r v e  him w e l l  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n .  Many 
o t h e r  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  MRs, and i n  t h e  a r m i e s  
d i s p o s e d  i n  them, a r e  L i n t s  p r o t e g e s .  Only t h e  Pek ing  
MR still  seems t o  r e q u i r e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  L i n ' s  pro- 
t e g e s  d o  n o t  domina te  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  u n i m p o r t a n t  m i l i -  
t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  t o  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  t h e y  
domina te  t h e  powerful  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s ,  and L i n  d o e s  
n o t  seem t o  f e e l  a  need f o r  t h i s  d e g r e e  of domina t ion  
a t  t h e  lower  l e v e l .  But  L i n t s  men a r e  still  r e o r g a n i z -  
i n g  t h e  MDs, and a d d i t i o n a l  p r o t e g e s  of L i n t s  a r e  ex- 
p e c t e d  t o  appear  i n  them a s  w e l l .  

- 
* I n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  was a l m o s t  

a lways  t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  P a r t y  committee of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n  o r  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  L i n  - may be  
c h a n g i n g  t h a t ,  making t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander normal ly  
t h e  dominant  f i g u r e .  Evidence  is i n c o n c l u s i v e .  Only 
two f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  -- o r  u n t i t l e d  heads  -- of  P a r t y  
commi t t ees  i n  t h e  MRs had been c r e d i b l y  r e p o r t e d  e a r l i e r :  
Chang Chun-chiao i n  t h e  Nanking MR, who is t h e  f i r s t  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  and Lung Shu-chin i n  t h e  S i n k i a n g  
MR, who is t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander. I f  P i  is now t h e  
head of t h e  P a r t y  commit tee  i n  t h e  Lanchow MR, two of  
t h r e e  would be m i l i t a r y  commanders. 



V I .  L i n  and t h e  S t a t e  Machinery 

A s  L i n  h imse l f  o b s e r v e d ,  t h e  PLA i n  1967 was 
f o r c e d  to  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  machinery ,  r e g a r d e d  by 
Mao and h imse l f  a s  b e i n g  a l m o s t  a s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  as 
t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  which c o n t r o l l e d  i t .  L i n  s a i d  a t  
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  PLA d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  r emain  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  machinery  l q n g e r  t h a n  n e c e s s a r y .  But  i t  is st i l l  
t h e r e ,  and is e v i d e n t l y  t o  s t a y .  

The C e n t r a l  Government: The M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  
Commit tee had c o n t r o l  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  Defense  S c i e n t i f i c  
& T e c h n o l o g i c a l  Commission ( r e s e a r c h  and development of 
advanced weapons) l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
began,  and i n  s p r i n g  1967 i t  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  O f f i c e  of 
N a t i o n a l  Defense I n d u s t r i e s  $ ( p r o d u c t i o n  of advanced 
weapons) ,  which d i r e c t s  t h e  work of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
m i n i s t r i e s  of  heavy i n d u s t r y .  The MAC was a p p a r e n t l y  
t o  k e e p  c o n t r o l  of t h e s e  o r g a n s  permanent ly .  Those 
o r g a n s  -- s t a f f  o f f i c e s ,  o t h e r  m i n i s t r i e s  and commis- 
s i o n s ,  b u r e a u s  and s p e c i a l  a g e n c i e s  -- which were t o  
be  s u p e r v i s e d  o n l y  t e m p o r a r i l y  by t h e  PLA were p l a c e d  
under  M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  Commissions. These  MCCs were 
a p p a r e n t l y  i n s t a l l e d  i n  a l m o s t  a l l  c e n t r a l  government 
o r g a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  and 
t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .  

Many of  t h e  PLA l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  machinery  
have  been i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t  o n l y  a  few have been t i e d  to  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o s t s .  Some of them a r e  p r o t e g e s  o f  L i n  
P i a o  -- e. g. , t h e  head of  t h e  m i n i s t r y  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  
concerned  w i t h  n u c l e a r  weapons -- b u t  most of  them 
a r e  n o t .  Lin h a s  a p p a r e n t i y  n o t  been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  h imse l f  s t r o n g l y  -- t h rough  p r o t e g e s  -- 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  machinery a c r o s s  t h e  board .  

I n  r e c e n t  months t h e  c e n t r a l  government h a s  been 
b r i s k l y  r e o r g a n i z i n g ,  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  and 



r e d u c i n g  t h e i r  number, d e a c t i v a t i n g  t h e  M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  
Commissions and a p p o i n t i n g  t o p  o f f i c i a l s .  I n  t h e  pro- 
cess, PLA o f f i c e r s  who have  presumably been t h e  l e a d e r s  
of MCCs i n  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  a r e  b e i n g  a p p o i n t e d  a s  c i v i l i a n  
o f f i c i a l s .  F o r  example,  i n  r e c e n t  weeks a  PLA l e a d e r  
h a s  been l i s t e d  i n  second  p l a c e  among o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  
M i d i s t r y  of  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  and a n o t h e r  h a s  been named 
t h e  new M i n i s t e r  of  A g r i c u l t u r e  and F o r e s t r y .  Many o t h e r  
c a r e e r  m i l i t a r y  men have appeared  i n  t h e  news i n  such  
a  way a s  t o  g n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  named t o  s i m i l a r  
p o s t s .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e s e  men a r e  n o t  well-known f i g u r e s .  
T h i s  means t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  L i n t s  l o n g t i m e  p r o t e g e s ,  
t h e  s e n s e  i n  which "p ro tegef f  h a s  been used  i n  t h i s  paper .  
The c h a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  t h e y  are n o t  even  more r e c e n t  
p r o t e g e s .  The a p p o i n t m e n t s  of  PLA o f f i c e r s  a t  t h i s  
l e v e l  a r e  p r o b a b l y  handled  n o t  by L i n  or even by t h e  
MAC s t a n d i n g  commit tee  b u t  by some lesser body s u c h  a s  
t h e  MAC a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  Chou 
E n - l a i f  s S t a t e  C o u n c i l .  

Beyond t h e  purview g i v e n  him by t h e  MACfs c o n t r o l  
of t h e  M)S&T Commission and t h e  NDIO and by t h e  MCCs i n  
t h e  m i n i s t r i e s ,  L i n  a p p a r e n t l y  re l ies  of Chou En- la i  
t o  tell him what he n e e d s  t o  know a b o u t  t h e  work of t h e  
government. T h e r e  is some e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Chou c l e a r s  
w i t h  L in  ( a s  t h e  P a r t y  v ice-chai rman w i t h  a  need-to- 
know) t h e  i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s  made by Chou h i m s e l f  and 
by t h e  s t a t e  machinery .  

P r o v i n c i a l  Machinery: T h e r e  is no r e g i o n a l  s t a t e  
machinery ,  and ,  s i n c e  1967,  no r e g i o n a l  P a r t y  machinery  
o u t s i d e  t h e  MR commands; a s  no ted  above,  t h e  MR commands 
have been t h e  d e  f a c t o  r e g i o n a l  governments. However, 
t h e r e  has  been a  p r o v i n c i a l  government machinery ,  i n  
t h e  form o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit teesf '  i n  which 
power is t h e o r e t i c a l l y  s h a r e d  e q u a l l y  by PLA r e p r e s e n -  
t a t i v e s ,  o l d  P a r t y  c a d r e s ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( s t u d e n t s  and w o r k e r s ) .  These  commi t t ees  
were set up  l a r g e l y  by Chou En- la i  and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, 
b u t  t h e r e  is much t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  t h e  PLA has  dominated 
t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  s p o t  from t h e  s t a r t .  T h i s  would 
be e x p e c t e d ,  a s  t h e  weapons, t h e  Suppor t - the -Lef t  t r o o p s ,  



and t h e  s e c u r i t y  d e p a r t m e n t s  of t h e  commit tees  t h e m s e l v e s  
a r e  a l l  i n  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  PLA. T h i s  h a s  n o t ,  however, 
been a  s t a b l e  d o m i n a t i o n ,  which  t h e  PLA f i g u r e s  c o u l d  
impose i f  l e f t  to  themse lves .  Mao i n t e r v e n e s  p e r i o d i -  
c a l l y  t o  improve t h e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  P a r t y  
and mass  components ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  to  a v o i d  
c o e r c i o n  and work p a t i e n t l y  for agreements ,  a  p o l i c y  
which,  a s  n o t e d  above ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e s  c o n f l i c t  i n  
a n o v e l  way. 

Of t h e  26 p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, 
some f i v e  to  s e v e n  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  b e i n g  r e o r g a n i z e d ,  
and t h e i r  p r e s e n t  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  a r e  n o t  known.* Of 
t h e  r e m a i n d e r ,  p r o t e g e s  of  L i n  P i a o  a r e  t h e  chai rmen 
of 10, and a r e  t h e  first vice-chai rmen of t w o  or three 
o t h e r s .  Two o t h e r  p r o v i n d i a l  commi t t ees  a r e  headed 
by P a r t y  c a d r e s  who worked under  L i n  i n  t h e  o l d  C e n t r a l -  
South  a p p a r a t u s  and who may have been s p o n s o r e d  by-him 
i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  S e v e r a l  of L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  a r e  i n  
p o s i t i o n s  i n  y e t  o t h e r  commi t t ees  -- f o r  example,  a s  
one  o f  s e v e r a l  v ice-chai rmen -- w h i c h  a r e  less i m p o r t a n t  
but  i n  which t h e y  c a n  a t  l e a s t  watch  what goes on.  

I t  c a n  be a rgued  t h a t  L i n  is making an  e f f o r t  
t o  domina te  t h e s e  commit tees  t h r o u g h  h i s  p r o t e g e s ,  b u t  
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of t h i s  is p r o b a b l y  d e c e p t i v e .  L i n  
does  o f  c o u r s e  have a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  hav ing  r e l i a b l e  
l e a d e r s  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  j u s t  a s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
d i s t r i c t s .  B u t ,  j u s t  a s  it was found t h a t  L i n  f e l t  no 
need t o  i n s t a l l  h i s  p r o t e g e s  i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Distr ict  
commands, he  d o e s  n o t  appear  t o  be t r y i n g  t o  i n s t a l l  
them i n  most  of t h e s e  p r o v i n c i a l  committees, an e q u i v a l e n t  

*The l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  a r e  t h e  cha i rman  and ' t h e  first 
vice-chai rmen.  I n  most c a s e s ,  e i t h e r  t h e  cha i rman  or 
t h e  first vice-chai rman h a s  had l o n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  
a r e a ;  sometimes b o t h  have had. I n  t h e  f e w  c a s e s  i n  
which n e i t h e r  h a s  had t h i s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  
on t h e  committees who have worked a  l o n g  time i n  t h o s e  
a r e a s .  



l e v e l  of power. The  e x c e p t i o n s  a r e  t h e  p r o v i n c e s - i n  
which  t h e  MR h e a d q u a r t e r s  a r e  l o c a t e d .  T h e r e  t h e  com- 
mande r s  o r  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  MRs a r e  concur -  
r e n t l y  , t h e  c h a i r m e n  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, 
I n  o t h e r  words, e a c h  h o l d s  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  post i n  o r d e r  
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  h i s  t a s k s  i n  t h e  f a r  more i m p o r t a n t  MR 
p o s t .  I n  p r o v i n c e s  which  d o  n o t  c o n t a i n  a n  MR head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  few of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commi t t ee  c h a i r m e n  
are L i n t s  p r o t e g e s .  If L i n  f e l t  i t  n e c e s s a r y ,  he 
c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  p u t  p r o t e g e s  i n t o  a l m o s t  a l l  of t h o s e  
c h a i r s .  Moreover ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  h e r e  -- t h a t  
L i n  d o e s  n o t  feel a  need  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  lower l e v e l s  
t o  t h e  d e g r e e  he  d o e s  t h e  h i g h e r  -- is m i s t a k e n ,  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  new P a r t y  committees i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
would b e  more u s e f u T h i m .  



V I I .  L i n  and t h e  Emerging P a r t y  Appara tus  

A s  n o t e d  above,  t h e  t r u e  b a s e  o f  power f o r  Mao 
and L i n  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  h a s  been t h e  PLA, n o t  t h e  P a r t y .  
W h i l e  Map and L i n  a r e  bo th  committed i n  p r i n c i p l e  t o  
r e s t o r i n g  t h e  primacy of  " t h e  P a r t y w ,  some y e a r s  w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  be r e q u i r e d  to make t h i s  a c t u a l .  The p r e s e n t  
s i t u a t i o n  -- i n  which " t h e  P a r t y "  c o n s i s t s  l a r g e l y  of 
t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  PLA -- is presumably  agree -  
a b l e  t o  L i n  f o r  t h e  time b e i n g ,  a s  he is t h e  head o f  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  ap- 

. p a r a t u s  is r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  MAC. But h e  must  t u r n  
h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a n  o v e r a l l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
which,  by t h e  time t h a t  he becomes t h e  head of t h e  P a r t y ,  
w i l l  be a s  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  h i m  a s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s  is now. H e  c a n n o t ,  of c o u r s e ,  know how much 
time he w i l l  have t o  work i n .  

The Old  C e n t r a l  Appara tus :  P r i o r  t o  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
" R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  under  t h e  P o l i t -  

buro  s t a n d i n g  commit tee  -- and a p a r t  from t h e  MAC -- 
c o n s i s t e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  o f :  t h e  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  i . e . ,  
t h e  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  ( t h e  P a r t y ' s  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f -  
f i c e r )  and s e v e r a l  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  e a c h  o f  whom had some 
l a r g e  a r e a  o f  concern  ( e . g . ,  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y ,  propa- 
ganda,  a g r i c u l t u r e )  and s u p e r v i s e d  one  o r  more of t h e  
P a r t y ' s  c e n t r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s ;  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e ,  a n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r g a n  f o r  t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  which had a l s o  
some s e n s i t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
( r e c o r d s  o f  P a r t y  m e e t i n g s ,  p e r s o n n e l  f i les ,  p r o t e c t i o n  
o f  P a r t y  l e a d e r s ) ;  t h e  c e n t r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  ( e . g . ,  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n ,  propaganda,  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y ,  f o r e i g n  
l i a i s o n ,  u n i t e d  f r o n t  work, v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  d e p a r t -  
ments  f o r  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  economy); t h e  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  
commission,  which examined and d e a l t  w i t h  v i o l a t i o n s  
of  d i s c i p l i n e  by P a r t y  members; a  p o l i t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  
o f f i c e  (under  Chen Po- ta)  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  Mao p e r s o n a l l y ;  
and a  s p e c i a l  five-man g roup ,  a l s o  s e t  up by Mao, 



c h a r g e d  w i t h  p u r g i n g  t h e  a r t s .  Except  f o r  t h e  s t a f f  
of f ice  ( t h e  d i r e c t o r  of which was r e p l a c e d ) ,  t h i s  e n t i r e  
s t r u c t u r e  was d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  and most o f  its r a n k i n g ,  p e r s o n n e l  
were purged.  

The C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group: A s  n o t e d  pre-  
v i o u s l y ,  a  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group se t  up  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1966 had become t h e  d e  f a c t o  secre- 
t a r i a t  by t h e  end of  1966,* and i n  1967 c e r t a i n  o f  its 
o f f i c e r s  were g i v e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  roles i n  r e b u i l d i n g  
t h e  P a r t y .  The P a r t y  c o n g r e s s  of 1969 d i d  n o t  e s t a b -  
l i s h  a  new P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG h a s  
r e p o r t e d l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e  d e  f a c t o  
s e c r e t a r i a t .  With Chen Po-ta m i s s i n g  s i n c e  1 August 
and o u t  o f  a c t i o n  ( i f  n o t  f a v o r ) ,  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
s e c r e t a r i a t  h a s  seemed t o  c o n s i s t  of  Kang Sheng,  
Madame Mao, t h e  i d e o l o g u e s  Chang Chun-chiao and 
Yao Wen-yuan, and Wang Tung-hsing ( l o n g  Mao's body- 
g u a r d  and s i n c e  1966 t h e  head of  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  
s t a f f  o f f i c e ) .  

These  o f f i c e r s  -- a l l  o f  them P o l i t b u r o  members -- 
have c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e . t r e a t e d  i n  P e k i n g ' s  media a s  t h e  
most  p r e s t i g i o u s  g roup  below t h e  l e v e l  of  t h e  P o l i t -  
b u r o  s t a n d i n g  commit tee  -- more so t h a n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  a s  a  group.  T h i s  t r e a t m e n t  seems t o  r e f l e c t  
Maols view of them, a l l  o f  whom have r e c o r d s  o f  a b s o l u t e  
f i d e l i t y  t o  Mao. T h i s  g r o u p  would n o t  seem s a t i s f a c t o r y  
t o  L i n ,  however, a s  a  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t .  Some of them 

*The s p e c i a l  five-man g roup  was a b o l i s h e d  and r e p l a c e d  
by t h e  CRG, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  g roup  was absorbed  
by t h e  CRG (headed by t h e  same p e r s o n ,  Chen Po- ta ) ,  t h e  
c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  commission was se t  a s i d e ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  
d e p a r t m e n t s  were p u t  o u t  of b u s i n e s s  one by o n e ,  and 

I f i n a l l y  t h e  s e c r e t a r i e s  themse lves  -- w i t h  a  few excep- 
I t i o n s  -- were purged.  The p r o c e s s  was comple te  by 
I e a r l y  1967. 



have c l a s h e d  s e r i o u s l y  w i t h  p e o p l e  c l o s e  t o  L i n  i f  n o t  
w i t h  L in  h i m s e l f ,  and i n  any c a s e  t h e r e  is no  pe rson  
close t o  L i n  i n  t h i s  group.  Moreover, t h e s e  f i v e  o f -  
f i ce r s  do n o t  have t h e  r a n g e  of  t h e  o l d  s e c r e t a r i a t .  
Kang and Wang c a n  answer f o r  one v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n ,  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y ;  Kang, Chang and Yao have been con- . . 
c e r n e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  w i t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  work; Chang, 
Yao, and Madame Mao have had much e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  propa- 
ganda work; and Kang is an o l d  hand  i n  l i a i s o n  w i t h  
f o r e i g n  Communist P a r t i e s .  But t h i s  d e  f a c t o  s e c r e t a r i a t  
c l e a r l y  needs  to  have someone to  h a n d l e  l i a i s o n  between 
t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee 
and a t  l e a s t  one pe rson  to c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  work o f  t h e  
economic depar tments .  

The p r e v i o u s l y - c i t e d  r e p o r t  t h a t  Mao had a s s i g n e d  
L i n  P i a o  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  P a r t y - b u i l d i n g  -- t h e  r o l e  
p r e v i o u s l y  p layed  by Kang Sheng -- h a s  n o t  been c l a r i -  
f i e d  and is hard  to a s s e s s .  I t  may mean t h a t  Kang, who 
a p p a r e n t l y  r e m a i n s  i n  f a v o r ,  r e t a i n s  pr imary r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c l e a n s i n g  of  t h o  P a r t y  -- h i s  c a r e e r  
s p e c i a l t y  -- w h i l e  L i n  now s u p e r v i s e s  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG 
a s  a  whole i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of " t a k i n g  i n  new blood."* 
The P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  cammittee a s  a  whole p r o b a b l y  
r e v i e w s  t h e  key appo in tments  b o t h  i n  t h e  P a r t y  c e n t e r  
and i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  and Mao probab ly  k e e p s  f o r  him- 
s e l f  t h e  power to  r e s o l v e  d i s p u t e s .  

*,Subsequent t o  h i s  r e p o r t e d  appo in tment  t o  head t h e  
P a r t y - b u i l d i n g  e f f o r t ,  Kang h i m s e l f ,  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  
emphasized t h e  w i n v e s t i g a t i v e l l  p a r t  o f  h i s  f d n c t i o n s .  
I t  seems p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  was i n  e r r o r  
i n  a s s i g n i n g  Kang t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o c e s s ,  
and t h a t  he has  r e a l l y  been r e s p o n s i b l e  a l l  a l o n g  s imply  
for  t h e  p u r g i n g  of  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  
members of  t h e  CRG have been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n .  



I t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  judge  whe the r  L i n  is i n  any 
way r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  c u r r e n t  i n a c t i v i t y  o f  Chen Po- 
t a .  However, a p a r t  from t h i s ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  
L i n  is t a k i n g  or h a s  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  a c t i o n  t o  change t h e  
c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. L i n  h a s  among h i s  
p r o t e g e s  i n  t h e  PLA s t r u c t u r e  s p e c i a l i s t s  o f  t h e  k i n d s  
t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  seems t o  r e q u i r e  -- men who have  a c q u i r e d  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  competence  i n  l i a i s o n  w i t h  n o n - m i l i t a r y  
o r g a n s  and i n  n o n - m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  g e n e r a l l y  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s .  I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  PLA f i g u r e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  
work ing  on t h e  CRG, w i t h o u t  p u b l i c i t y ,  i n  some such  
s t a t u s  a s  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  s e c r e t a r i e s  of  t h e  o l d  secre- 
t a r i a t .  

The S u b o r d i n a t e  Appara tus :  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  below t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG, is c o n j e c t u r a l .  P e k i n g  h a s  spoken of  
" c e n t r a l  depar tmen t s"  i n  t h e  o l d  s e n s e ,  b u t  i t  h a s  
i d e n t i f i e d  o n l y  t h e  U n i t e d  F r o n t  Work Department a s  
a c t i v e  a g a i n . *  

I t  may be  t h a t ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  Maols  and 
L i n t s  e x p r e s s e d  d e t e r m i n a t i c n  t o  s i m p l i f y  a l l  ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  h a s  been 
s i m p l i f i e d  -- a t  l e a s t  nomina l ly .  I t  may be d i v i d e d ,  
a s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
seem t o  be ,  i n t o  f o u r  l a r g e  f u n c t i o n a l  a r e a s :  admin- 
i s t r a t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  work, p r o d u c t i o n ,  and s e c u r i t y .  
If so,  t h e r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  v a r i o u s  d e p a r t m e n t s  w i t h i n  
t h e s e  a r e a s .  

A s  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  t h e  
" c e n t r a l  committee" s t a f f  o f f  ice, which f o r  some y e a r s  
h a s  seemed t o  be s u b o r d i n a t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  committee, h a s  been t a k e n  o v e r  a g a i n  by t h e  

' *The G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Department is s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  MAC, n o t  t h e  CRG. 



d e  f a c t o  s e c r e t a r i a t .  Wang Tung-hsing a s  a n  o f f i c e r  
of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG would t h u s  s u p e r v i s e  h i m s e l f  a s  
head of t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e .  

The p o l i t i c a l  work a r e a  would i n c l u d e  t h e  work 
o f  t h e  o l d  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p ropaganda ,  
u n i t e d  f r o n t  work,  and l i a i s o n .  Any c o m b i n a t i o n  of 
Chen Po- t a ,  Kang Sheng,  Chang Chun-chiao and Yao Wen- 
yuan c o u l d  s u p e r v i s e  t h i s .  

The p r o d u c t i o n  a r e a  would i n c l u d e  t h e  work o f  
t h e  s e v e r a l  o l d  d e p r t m e n t s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  economic  
p l a n n i n g ,  f i n a n c e  and  t r a d e ,  i n d u s t r y  and  commerce, 
and a g r i c u l t u r e  and f o r e s t r y .  N o  o n e  known to  b e  a n  
o f f i c e r  of t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  is q u a l i f i e d  t o  s u p e r v i s e  
t h i s  a r e a .  

The s e c u r i t y  a r e a  would be conce rned  b o t h  w i t h  . 
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  ( t h e  P a r t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l e a d e r -  
s h i p )  and p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  ( t h e  p o p u l a c e ) .  The c h a n c e s  
a r e  t h a t  t h e  d e  f a c t o  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  
b e l i e v e d  t o  e x i s t  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  s u b o r d i n a t e  a t  
f i r s t  t o  Mao d i r e c t l y  and t h e n  ( l i k e  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e )  
t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  commi t t ee ,  h a s  now been  re- 
a b s o r b e d  by t h i s  d e  f a c t o  s e c r e t a r i a t .  Kang Sheng 
and Wang Tung-hsing a s  off icers  of t h e  CRG may s u p e r -  
v i s e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  h e a d s  o f  t h e  s e c u r i t y  a r e a ,  and  
may c o n c u r r e n t l y  head some of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h i s  
a r e a ,  e .g . ,  a  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  Depar tmen t  
or (a  l a t e r  name) P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  Department .  

V a r i o u s  PLA officers a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee 
l e v e l ,  who a r e  i n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  p o s t s  i n  P e k i n g ,  a r e  
a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  working  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  
T h e s e  men, i n c l u d i n g  p r o t e g e s  of L i n ,  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee lists o n  c e r e m o n i a l  o c c a s i o n s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  i n  t h e  lists of t h o s e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  ap- 
p a r a t u s .  The  l a t t e r  lists a r e  composed m o s t l y  of  un- 
known or l i t t l e - k n o w n  f i g u r e s ,  a l l  below t h e  C e n t r a l  
Committee l e v e l ,  who have  r i s e n  o n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo- 
l u t i o n .  However, many PLA l e a d e r s  -- b o t h  commanders 
and p o l i t i c a l . o f f i c e r s ,  when l a s t  s e e n  -- have  been  



i d e n t i f i e d  on  t h e s e  lists; more t h a n  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  
t h u s - f a r  i d e n t i f i e d  c a d r e s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  appara-  
t u s  a r e  known t o  be  PLA o f f i c e r s ,  and a s  many a s  h a l f  
may be. I t  seems a p p a r e n t  t h a t  L i n  means t o  have PLA 
men i n  a t  l e a s t  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  
P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  

One s u c h  depar tmen t  is t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  p o l i -  
t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d e p a r t m e n t  under  wha tever  name.* Known 
and s u s p e c t e d  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  s p e c i a l i s t s  a p p e a r  on 
P e k i n g ' s  lists of t h o s e  working i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s ;  some of  them a r e  RLA o f f i c e r s .  Moreover, 
t h e  PLA p o l i t i c a l  officers i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e s e  lists 
a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  s i m i l a r  work and some have  p r o b a b l y  
been a s s i g n e d  to t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  a p p a r a t u s .  L i n  is 
w e l l  aware ,  from Maofs  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  of t h e  impor tance  o f  hav ing  
o n e f s  own men i n  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work -- i f  n o t  
d i r e c t i n g  i t ,  t h e n  wa tch ing  from above and below t h o s e  
who do d i r e c t  i t .  

O t h e r s  i d e n t i f i e d  on P e k i n g ' s  lists f o r  t h e  
c e n t r a l . p p p a r a t u s  have  been s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  u n i t e d  f r o n t  
work, l i a i s o n ,  and economic o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  work. N o  
c a d r e s  from t h e  o l d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and propaganda d e g a r t -  
men t s  have  been i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  PLA p o l i -  
t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  c a n  e a s i l y  be r e d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e s e  k i n d s  
of work, and some probab ly  have been.  

P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  Committees: A s  n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  
a l l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  of  t h e  P a r t y ' s  r e g i o n a l  
b u r e a u s ,  and a l m o s t  a l l  of t h e  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  of  pro- 
v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees, were purged i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  

*There may be  a  s e p a r a t e  P u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  Depar tment  
-- which,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s ,  was t h e  
c a s e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s .  



of  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ;  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Region head- 
q u a r t e r s  became t h e  o n l y  r e g i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  w h i l e  
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  committees were r e p l a c e d  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  
by p r o v i n c i a l  l f r e v o l u t  i o n a r y  committees." Beginning 
i n  e a r l y  1967,  t h e s e  commit tees  were d i r e c t e d  t o  form 
P a r t y  " c o r e  groupsl l  which i n  t u r n  were t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  
f u l l - s c a l e  P a r t y ' c o m m i t t e e s .  These  P a r t y  commi t t ees ,  
when formed,  were to  o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
commi t t ees ,  l t  and were t o  exercise " a b s o l u t e  l e a d e r s h i p "  
w i t h i n  them, I n  o t h e r  words,  t h e  P a r t y  committee was 
to  u s e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  machinery  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
commit tee ,  and was t o  be t h e  s t a b l e  and c o n t r o l l i n g  
e l e i e n t  . * 

The PLA members of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commi t t ees  
have a p p a r e n t l y  t a k e n  t h e  l e a d  i n  f o r m i n g  t h e s e .  "core 
groups , "  which,  t o  judge from t h e  f e w  known examples ,  
have  normal ly  been composed of t h e  l e a d e r s  of  t h e  e x i s t -  
i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. The compos i t ion  o f  t h e  
c o r e  g r o u p s  h a s  r e p o r t e d l y  had t o  be  approved by t h e  
n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  P e k i n g  -- n o t a b l y  by t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG, a l t h o u g h  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  MAC a l s o  h a s  a  
v o i c e .  The c o m p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  P a r t y  commi t t ees  must 
a l s o  be  approved by t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG -- and a g a i n ,  
p r o b a b l y ,  by t h e  MAC -- b e f o r e  t h e  committee c a n  b e g i n  
t o  o p e r a t e .  

Many c o u n t i e s  -- more t h a n  1 0 0  -- have produced 
approved P a r t y  committees, b u t  as of mid-December o n l y  
one p r o v i n c e  had done s o .  The p r o c e s s  o f  fo rming  t h e s e  
commi t t ees  h a s  moved v e r y  s l o w l y  -- i n  p a r t  because  
Mao and L i n  have emphasized t h a t  t h e s e  committees a r e  
t o  be  composed of t r u e  M a o i s t s ,  and i t  is n e c e s s a r y  

*Members of t h e  P a r t y  committee c a n ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  be  
e x p e c t e d  t o  t a k e  command of t h e  key d e p a r t m e n t s  of  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee -- c e r t a i n l y  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and 
s e c u r i t y  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and 
p r o d u c t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t s .  



f d r  t h e  t h r e e  components  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees  ( t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  o l d  P a r t y  c a d r e s ,  and t h e  mass 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s )  t o  a g r e e  among t h e m s e l v e s  a s  t o  which 
of t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  t h e  most t r u e .  Beyond t h i s ,  i t  seems 
l i k e l y  t h a t  some agreements  have been r e a c h e d  b u t  have 
t h e n  been r e j e c t e d  by Pek ing .  Such r e j e c t i o n s  map 
r e f l e c t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  Pek ing  i t s e l f ,  e . g . ,  between 
t h e  CRG and t h e  MAC. 

T h e r e  a r e  members o f  the 'CCP C e n t r a l  Committee 
i n  a l l  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  -- m i l i t a r y ,  c a d r e s ,  and mass -- 
i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  one  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  The s e l e c t i o n s  
for  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee were r e p o r t e d l y  made ( i n  
e a r l y . 1 9 6 9 )  by t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, t h e  body which h a s  t o  
approve  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  com- 
mittees. I t  was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  CRGts i n t e n t i o n  -- ap- 
proved by Mao a n d . L i n  -- t o  have  its s e l e c t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee s e r v e  i n  t h e  P a r t y  c o r e  g roup  
i n  e a c h  p r o v i n c e  and to  be named t h e n  a s  t h e  c o r e  o f  
t h e  f u l l - s c a l e  P a r t y  committee. I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  
same p e o p l e  -- t h e  CRG a t  t h e  t o p ,  and t h e  C e n t r a l  
Committee members i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  -- were to  dominate  
t h e  p r o c e s s  from s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h .  

T h e r e  is no s i n g l e  c a t e g o r y  which now domina tes  
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees .  " M i l i t a r y  
men" domina te  most of them, b u t  t h e s e  a r e  d i v i d e d ' i n t o  
c a r e e r  mili tay commanders and c a r e e r  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s .  
The o t h e r s  a r e  headed,  w i t h  few e x c e p t i o n s ,  by c a r e e r  
Par ty-machine  men who a r e  now a c t i n g  a s  p o l i t i c a l  bf -  
f  icers. 

I n  c h o o s i n g  t h e  heads  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
committees, t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  p o s s i b l e  s t r a t e g i e s .  One 
is to  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  pre-1954 emphasis ,  i n  which men 
who were r i m a r i l y  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  t o o k  r e g i o n a l  o r  
p r o v i n c i a  f--- P a r t y  p o s t s  a s  t h e i r  second  p o s t s .  (L in  
P i a o  h i m s e l f ,  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1949-54, was t h e  commander 
o f  t h e  C e n t r a l - S o u t h  M i l i t a r y  Region and o f  t h e  g r e a t  
4 t h  F i e l d  Army,and was c o n c u r r e n t l y  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  
o f  t h e  P a r t y ' s  Cen t ra l -Suu th  Bureau. )  Another is t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  l a t e  1950s  and e a r l y  1960s ,  
i n  which p r i m a r i l y  p o l i t i c a l  men -- i m p o r t a n t  c h i e f l y  



a s  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  -- were i n s t a l l e d  as 
t h e  first s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  P a r t y  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u s  or 
p r o v i n c i a l  committees and t o o k  a s  t h e i r  s e c o n d  p o s t s  
t h o s e  of first p o l i t i c a l  officers o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  re- 
g i o n s  and  d i s t r i c t s .  P e k i n g  c o u l d  do t h i s  now, by 
naming c i v i l i a n  P a r t y  f i g u r e s  ( a c c e p t a b l e  o l d  P a r t y  
c a d r e s )  t o  head  a l l  of t h e  new p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  com- 
mittees and  a s s i g n i n g  them a s  p o l i t i c a l  officers con- 
c u r r e n t l y .  The t h i r d  c o u r s e  would be to  name a s  t h e  
h e a d s  o f  t h e  new p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees -- a s  t h e  
heads  of t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" a r e  now -- a  
mix  of p e o p l e ,  some p r i m a r i l y  m i l i t a r y  commanders, 
some p r i m a r i l y  p o l i t i c a l  officers,  and  some p r i m a r i l y  
c i v i l i a n  P a r t y  c a d r e s . *  

T h i s  t h i r d  c o u r s e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be  c h o s e n .  The 
first two c a t e g o r i e s  combined w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e ,  t h e n  
a s  now, much l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  t h i r d .  ( T h e r e  may be  two 
or three mass r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a  f o u r t h  c a t e g o r y ,  i n -  
s t a l l e d  a s  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r i e s . )  Thus  men i d e n t i f i e d  
p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  PLA w i l l  d o m i n a t e  mos t  of t h e  pro-  
v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees. 

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of P a r t y  
" c o n t r o l w  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  is e x p r e s s e d  c h i e f l y  a s  
m i l i t a r  P a r t y  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  
im3+ t a r y  P a r t y  committees r u n n i n g  u p  t o  t h e  MAC. T h i s  
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  t r u e  f o r  some t i m e  t o  come. If a s  
e x p e c t e d  m i l i t a r y  commanders a r e  c h o s e n  t o  head some 
of t h e  new p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees, Mao a n d  L i n  may 

*It  w i l l  be i m p o s s i b l e  i n  a n y  g i v e n  c a s e  t o  j u d g e  
t h e  s i n g l e  dominan t  f i g u r e  u n t i l  t h e  first s e c r e t a r y  
is i d e n t i f i e d ,  a s  t h i s  p e r s o n  w i l l  h a v e  f a r  more 
power t h a n  anyone  else o n  t h e  commi t t ee .  T h i s  d o e s  
n o t  mean t h a t  h e  a l o n e  w i l l  c o u n t  -- j u s t  t h a t  t h i s  
p o s t  w i l l  d i s p o s e  of more power t h a n  t h r e e  or f o u r  
lesser p o s t s  a s  s i m p l e  secretaries or s t a n d i n g  com- 
mittee members. 



choose  t o  improve a p p e a r a n c e s  immedia te ly ,  and p r e p a r e  
t h e  ground f o r  a  t r a n s f e r  of  a l l e g i a n c e  e v e n t u a l l y ,  
by r e q u i r i n g  them t o  d i v e s t  t h e m s e l v e s  of t h e i r  m i l i -  
t a r y  t i t l es  and un i fo rms .*  T h i s  would n o t  be  n e c e s s a r y ,  
i n  t h e  c a s e s  o f  men who a r e  t o  be bo th  p r o v i n c i a l  P ~ r t ' y  
s e c r e t a r i e s  and p o l i t i c a l  officers. 

One s i m p l e  s o l u t i o n  would be  t o  name t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  officer a s  t h e  first s e c r e t a r y  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commander a s  h i s  s e n i o r  d e p u t y ,  i n  which c a s e  b o t h  
c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  a s  PLA o f f i c e r s  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e i r  
P a r t y  roles.  T h i s  a r rangement ,  which would n o t  pose  
t h e  problem o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander a s  first secre- 
. t a r y ,  h a s  been n o t e d  i n  a  f e w  i n s t a n c e s  a t  t h e  c o u n t y  
l e v e l .  ** 

*Some r e p o r t i n g  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  s u c h  an i n t e n t i o n .  
If i t  is t r u e ,  a s  r e p o r t e d ,  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
(commanders) named t o  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees 
w i l l  no l o n g e r  be  members of  t h e  P a r t y  commit tees  o f  
t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s ,  t h e n  presumably  t h e y  w i l l  no 
l o n g e r  be  m i l i t a r y  men a t  a l l .  

**Of t h e  o n e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committee t h u s  f a r  
announced (Hunan, n o t  t h e  s e a t  of a n  MI3 h e a d q u a r t e r s ) ,  
t h e  first s e c r e t a r y  is an  o l d  P a r t y  c a d r e  who had been 
t h e  a c t i n g  cha i rman  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee, 
t h e  n e x t - r a n k i n g  s e c r e t a r y  is a  c a r e e r  p o l i t i c a l  o f -  
f icer  who h a s  been first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  
Hunan MD f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  o r  so, and t h e  depu ty  
s e c r e t a r y  is a  c a r e e r  m i l i t a r y  commander who h a s  been 
commander o f  t h a t  MD f o r  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s  o r 7 s o .  
Only t h i s  t h i r d - r a n k i n g  s e c r e t a r y  is r e g a r d e d  a s  a  
p r o t e g e  of L i n ' s .  The t h r e e  a r e  r anked  i n  t h e  P a r t y  
h i e r a r c h y  p r e c i s e l y  a s  t h e y  have been ranked  -- one ,  
t w o ,  t h r e e  -- i n  t h e  press for  s e v e r a l  months,  a  
p a t t e r n  t h a t  may be  f o l l o w e d  i n  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s .  



r e a d y  
I t  is n o t  c l e a r ,  however, t h a t  Mao and L i n  a r e  

t o  emphas ize  t h e  primacy o f  t h e  " c i v i l i a n "  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  a t  t h i s  time. Some m P l i t a r y  commanders may 
s i m p l y  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  P a r t y  committees c o n c u r r e n t l y  
( l i k e  L i n  i n  1949-54) and may wear a  t h i r d  h a t  a s  c h a i r -  
man of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committeew and even  a  f o u r t h  
a s  head of t h e  m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  committee. I n  s u c h  in -  
s t a n c e s ,  t h e s e  commanders would c o n t i n u e  t o  be  respon-  
s ib le  to  two h i e r a r c h i e s  -- t h e  m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  s y s t e m  
answerabl 'e t o  t h e  MAC and t h e  " c i v i l i a n u  ( r e a l l y  mixed) 
P a r t y  s y s t e m  s a i d  to  be  answerab le  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG. Pek ing  would have t o  t a k e  c a r e  t o  e n s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  same o r d e r s  a r e  passed  down t h e  two c h a i n s  o f  
command. Moreover,  i n  t h e  absence  of a  r e g i o n a l  P a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  P a r t y  committee of a  M i l i t a r y  Region 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  would presumably be s u p e r i o r  t o  a l l  pro- 
v i n c i a l  P a r t y  commi t t ees ;  so Pek ing  would have  t o  work 
o u t  some s y s t e m  to  p r e v e n t  c o n f l i c t  between those 
m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  commi t t ees  and t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  committees, 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  members o f  i c h  would have t o  obey t h e  
MR P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

A s  n o t e d  p r e v i o u e l y ,  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  commit tee  of e v e r y  p r o v i n c e  i n  which a  M i l i t a r y  
Region h e a d q u a r t e r s  is l o c a t e d  is c h a i r e d  by e i ther  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander or t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of 
t h a t  MR, a p p a r e n t l y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  c o n t r o l  of a l l  
developments  i n  t h e s e  c r i t i c a l  c e n t e r s  o f  power. While 
L i n  and o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  may feel s e c u r e  on t h i s  
p o i n t  now ( w i t h  t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  under  c o n t r o l ) ,  
t h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  may p e r s i s t  f o r  a  t i m e .  If so, t h e  
m i l i t a r y  men c h o s e n  a s  heads  of t h e  new p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
committees may b e  m a i n l y  from t h i s  group.  And i f  so, 
most w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be  p r o t e g e s  of  L i n  P i a o .  



V I I I ,  L i n t s  P r o s p e c t s  

Mao, now 7 7 ,  may d i e  or become i n c a p a c i t a t e d  a t  
a n y  time, b u t  h e  may c o n c e i v a b l y  l a s t  f o r  some y e a r s  
y e t  ( h e  m i g h t  d e c i d e  t o  l i v e  f o r e v e r ) ,  and L i n t s  own 
h e a l t h  is n o t  r o b u s t .  L i n ,  a l t h o u g h  o n l y  63, m i g h t  
d i e  f i r s t ,  o r  m i g h t  d i e  s o o n  a f t e r  becoming P a r t y  
c h a i r m a n .  Assuming t h a t  L i n  d o e s  o u t l a s t  Mao f o r  a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  p e r i o d ,  h i s  p r o s p e c t s  seem f a i r l y  good 
f o r  h o l d i n g  t h e  p o s t  a s  l o n g  a s  h i s  h e a l t h  h o l d s . *  He 
would seem, a t  l e a s t ,  t o  h a v e  more g o i n g  f o r  him t h a n  
a n y  o n e  else h a s ,  and  more t h a n  o u t s i d e  o b s e r v e r s  have  
g e n e r a l l y  been  w i l l i n g  t o  c r e d i t  to  him. 

L i n  Wi thou t  ~ a o :  I n  c o n s i d b r i n g  L i n  a s  t h e  suc -  
c e s s o r ,  o n e  must  b e g i n  from t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of what  
h e  h a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  He h a s  t r a n s -  
formed t h e  PLA, from its s t a t e  o f  uneven competence  and  
low m o r a l e  i n  1959 ,  i n t o  a f o r m i d a b l e  f o r c e  and i n -  
s t r u m e n t .  I n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  he h a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
t h e  a l m o s t  i n c r e d i b l e  f e a t  o f  m a s s i v e l y  p u r g i n g  t h e  PLA 
a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  h e  h a s  u s e d  i t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a s  
% e ~ i ~ a ~ s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  Such  a  man 
h a s  g o t  t o  be t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y .  

* I f  h i s  h e a l t h  d o e s  n o t  h o l d  and  he and Mao b o t h  
d ie  i n  t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s ,  Chou En- l a i  a n d  Huang Yung- 
s h e n g  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be t h e  dominan t  f i g u r e s .  .A Chou- 
Huang a l l i a n c e  migh t  s o o n  l e a d  t o  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  of 
t h e  c i v i l i a n  r a d i c a l s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. If Chou 
too d i e s ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  a round  Huang w i l l  p rob-  
a b l y  d i c t a t e  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  a  s u c c e s s o r ,  b u t  t h e r e  d o e s  
n o t  seem to  b e  any  i n d i v i d u a l  a f t e r  Chou s o  o u t s t a n d -  
i n g  a s  to b e  a c c l a i m e d  t h e  L e a d e r ;  t h u s  a  c o l l e c t i v e  
would b e  l i k e l y .  

I 



I t  is t r u e  t h a t  L i n  h a s  n e v e r  i n  h i s  a d u l t  l i f e  
been  w i t h o u t  Mao, t h e  s o u r c e  of h i s  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  as- 
s u r a n c e .  I t  is p r o b a b l y  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  L i n ,  w i t h o u t  
Mao, would n e v e r  have  d a r e d  t o  make t h e  demands on  
t h e  PLA t h a t  he  h a s  made. And i t  is p r o b a b l y  f u r t h e r  
t r u e  t h a t ,  i f  Mao had n o t  been  s t a n d i n g  b e h i n d  L i n ,  
t h e  PLA would n o t  have  r e s p o n d e d  a s  i t  h a s .  I n  o t h e r  
words ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  o n l y  Mao, among C h i n e s e  
l e a d e r s ,  c a n  command s u c h  awe t h a t  heav i ly -a rmed  men. 
w i l l  meekly  a c c e p t  t h e i r  r u i n  a t  h i s  h a n d s ,  and  t h a t  
o t h e r  heav i ly -a rmed  men w i l l  t r y  p e r s i s t e n t l y  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  p o l i c i e s  wh ich  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  t h e i r  own r u i n  i f  
a n y t h i n g  goes wrong o r  i f  t h e  g r e a t  man c h a n g e s  h i s  
mind.  

But  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  from t h i s  t h a t  L i n  w i l l  
s i m p l y  come a p a r t  when Mao g o e s ,  o r  w i l l  s o o n  be  blown 
away. L i n  seems t o  be made o f  s t e r n e r  s t u f f  t h a n  t h a t ,  
and t o  have  more a s s e t s  t h a n  t h a t .  Even i f  i t  is Mao's 
will r a t h e r  t h a n  L i n f s  which  is commanding, L i n  w i l l  
b e g i n  w i t h  Mao's c l e a r  and e m p h a t i c  manda te .  H e  w i l l  
a l s o  b e n e f i t  f rom t h e  common i n t e r e s t  o f  C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s  
i n  a p p e a r i n g  a t  a  time o f  c r i s i s  t o  be u n i f i e d  and t o  
b e  moving f o r w a r d  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e .  He w i l l  h ave  h i s  
r e c o r d  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  wh ich  s h o u l d  i n s p i r e  
a t  l e a s t  r e s p e c t  and  c a u t i o n .  And h e  w i l l  h a v e  what  
seem t o  be f o r m i d a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a s s e t s  and  un- 
e q u a l l e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  i n c r e a s e  them. 

L i n  and Chou: The  most c r i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
would seem to  be t h a t  w i t h  Chou E n - l a i ,  i f  b o t h  L i n  
and  Chou l a s t .  L i n  seems t o  need  Chou b a d l y  -- a s  by 
f a r  t h e  most  i n t e l l i g e n t  and  a b l e  man i n  t h e  l e a d e r -  
s h i p ,  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  r e c o r d  a s  a  manager  of a l l  k i n d s  
o f  a f f a i r s .  U n l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  Chou c a n  d o  many t h i n g s  for  L i n  
t h a t  L i n  c a n n o t  d o  for  h i m s e l f .  (Chen Po- t a  c o u l d  of 
c o u r s e  be u s e f u l ,  t o  h e l p  L i n  t o  f o r m u l a t e  h i s  v e r s i o n  
of Mao's " t h o u g h t , "  and  Kang Sheng c o u l d  of c o u r s e  b e  
u s e f u l ,  to  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  L i n  were w i l l i n g  t o  let  a  
man n o t  close t o  h i m s e l f  d o  h i s  p o l i c e  work for  him; 



b u t  Chou seems r e a l l y  i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  a s  the o n l y  member 
of t h e  s u p e r - e l i t e  w i t h  any  s u b s t a n t i a l  knowledge  of 
t h e  non-Communist w o r l d  and  o f  t h e  economy.) And Chou 
would seem a t  l e a s t  for  a  w h i l e  to  need  L i n ,  a s  t h e  
h o l d e r  of t h e  manda te  and  a s  a  Mao i s t  p r o t e c t o r  a g a i n s t  
t h o s e  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  who may feel now, oP 
come t o  f ee l ,  t h a t  Chou i s  n o t  a  t r u e  M a o i s t .  Thus  i t  
would seem l i k e l y  t h a t ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  
d i f f e r ,  t h e y  would get  a l o n g  t h e  way Mao a n d  Chou have  
got a l o n g :  L i n  would v a l u e  Chou f o r  t h e  many r e a s o n s  
t h a t  he s h o u l d ,  Chou would work w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  
set  by L i n ,  and t h e y  would be  a  s t r o n g  p a r t n e r s h i p .  

I t  is t r u e  t h a t  c a l c u l a t i o n s  o f  m u t u a l  need  have  
sometimes been  m i s t a k e n . *  And t h e r e  is a  p o t e n t i a l  for 
s e r i o u s  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  Lin-Chou r e l a t i o n , s h i p .  The 
ma in  r e a s o n  f o r ' t h i n k i n g  s o  is n o t  t h a t  Chou is l i k e l y  
t o  c h a l l e n g e  L i n ,  b u t  t h a t  L i n t s  t e n d e n c y  is to b e  
s u s p i c i o u s  and  m i s t r u s t f u l ;  he seems t o  t r u s t  compara- 

, . t i v e l y  few p e o p l e .  Chou h a s  seemed t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a s  o n e  of t h o s e  few, b u t  t h i s  c o u l d  change .  Wi th  Mao 
g o n e ,  t h e  v e r y  p o p u l a r  Chou, b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  more p o p u l a r  
t h a n  L i n  e v e n  w i t h  PLA l e a d e r s ,  and t h e  o n l y  C h i n e s e  
l e a d e r  w i t h  t h e  s t a t u r e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  L i n ,  m i g h t  be  s e e n  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  by a n  i n s e c u r e  and  a p p r e h e n s i v e  L i n  a s  

*About t e n  y e a r s  ago ,  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  v i s i b l y  t r o u b l e d  
C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  Leap   orw ward and  
commune p rog rams  and  t h e  s p l i t  w i t h  Moscow, t h e  p r e s e n t  
w r i t e r  t r i e d  t o  g u e s s  w h i c h  o f  Mao's l i e u t e n a n t s  -- among 
t h e  many who had r e a s o n  t o  w i s h  for a n o t h e r  l e a d e r  -- 
m i g h t  be d i s p o s e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  him. I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  
L i u  Shao-chi  and h i s  p r o t e g e s ,  i t  was c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
Mao and  L i u  would need  e a c h  , o t h e r  f o r  m u t u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  whose r e c o r d  
i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  had been  b e t t e r .  A s  is now w e l l  known,,  
s o o n  a f t e r  t h a t  t i m e  L i u  among o t h e r s  began  t o  work 
a g a i n s t  Mao; and Mao, a f t e r  t r a n s f e r r i n g  h i s  b a s e  of 
power t o  t h e  PLA, d i d  n o t  need  L iu .  



t h e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  of a  m i l i t a r y - m o d e r a t e  c a b a l  work- 
i n g  a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f  and  a l l  t r u e  M a o i s t s .  

On b a l a n c e ,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  seems t o  be  f o r  a  
c o n t i n u i n g  good r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween L i n  and Chou, who 
are n o t  e x p e c t e d  t o  d i v i d e  s h a r p l y  o n  p o l i c y ,  The  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  is s i m p l y  o n e  of t h e  
many f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s h i p  
t h a t  r e q u i r e  a  c o n t i n u i n g  a s s e s s m e n t . *  . 

L i n ,  Chen and Kang: L i n ' s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
o t h e r  t w a m e m b e r s o f o 1 i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee, 
Chen Po- ta  and Kang Sheng,  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e  t o  
be s t r a i n e d  i n  some respects -- a t  l e a S t ,  less a m i a b l e  
t h a n  w i t h  Chou. L i n  seems more l i k e l y ,  now and i n  t h e  
f u t u r e ,  to  work w i t h  Chou to l i m i t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of Chen 
and Kang, t h a n  t o  work w i t h  Chen and /o r  Kang t o  l i m i t  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Chou. A s  n o t e d  above ,  however ,  t h e r e  
is a  c h a n c e  t h a t  L i n  w i l l  come t o  d i s t r u s t  Chou a f t e r  
Mao's  d e a t h ,  and  i n  t h i s  e v e n t  L i n  m i g h t  r e g a r d  Chen 
and  Kang, i f  still i n  p l a c e ,  a s  t h e  t r u e  M a o i s t s  a t  
h i s  s i d e .  

If Chen, now m i s s i n g ,  h a s  f a l l e n  f rom Maols 
f a v o r  and  a  Vacancy h a s  been  c r e a t e d  on  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  commi t t ee ,  L i n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  d o  h i s  b e s t , t o  

*Clues  m i g h t  come from d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  the PLA and  
t h e  government ,  as  e a c h  a l r e a d y  h a s  a hand i n  t h e  
o t h e r ' s  a r e a  of p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  -- Chou i n  t h e  PLA, 
L i n  i n  t h e  government .  If now, w h i l e  e a c h  h a s  d i r e c t  
a c c e s s  t o  Mao and  t h u s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  work a g a i n s t  
t h e  o t h e r ,  Chou seems to  be t r y i n g  t o  a r r a n g e  a  p u r g e  
of L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  i n  t h e  PLA, o r  L i n  seems t o  be  t r y i n g  
t o  s u r r o u n d  and b i n d  Chou w i t h  u n q u a l i f i e d  m i l i t a r y  
men, o n e  m i g h t  r e a s o n a b l y  f o r e c a s t  a  showdown s t r u g g l e  
a f t e r  Mao g o e s .  T h e r e  is, however ,  n o  p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e  
of t h i s .  



p l a c e  o n e  of h i s  own p r o t e g e s  -- o n e  would s u p p o s e  
Huang Yung-sheng -- o n  it. T h i s  would a p p e a r  t o  
g i v e  L i n  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee -- h i m s e l f ,  Chou, a n d  Huang o r  some o t h e r  p r o t e g e  -- 
a t  t h e  time of Mao's d e a t h  w i t h o u t  t h e  need  for  
making c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  a t  a n  a l r e a d y  a g i t a t e d  
time. If L i n  c a n n o t  manage t h i s  now, he and  Chou w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  a c t  t o g e t h e r  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  s o o n  a f t e r  Mao's d e a t h .  

The P o l i t b u r o :  If t h e  p o l i t b u r o  is t o  be  a  
v o t i n g  b o d y ,  L i n  wiTl p r o b a b l y  be  a b l e  t o  d o m i n a t e  i t  
e v e n  w i t h o u t  c h a n g i n g  i t .  The c h a n c e s  a re ,  however ,  
t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be  a  g e n u i n e  v o t i n g  body u n d e r  L i n ,  
j u s t  a s  i t  h a s  n o t  been  u n d e r  Mao. L i n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
make much g r e a t e r  u s e  of i t  a s  a  d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p ,  i n  
which  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s  of view a r e  h e a r d  and  c o n s i d e r e d .  
Chou E n - l a i  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  p r e v a i l  on L i n  to add  some 
economic s p e c i a l i s t s  t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  

The  M i l i t a r y  L e a d e r s :  The C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s h i p  w i l l .  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  L i n t s  p r i n c i p a l  
b a s e  of power,  as  t h e  men he c a n  c a l l  upon to- e n f o r c e  

. h i s  d e c i s i o n s .  L i n  w i l l  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  c o n t i n u e  t o  
domixiate t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  t h r o u g h  t h e  
t h r e e  c r i t i c a l  o r g a n s ,  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee,  
its a d m i n i s t m t i v e  u n i t ,  a n d  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f .  T h i s  
d o m i n a t i o n  w i l l  d epend  o n  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  f i d e l i t y  of a  
h a n d f u l  of L i n t s  l o n g t i m e  p r o t e g e s  and close a s s o c i a t e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  Huang Yung-sheng, t h e  s e c o n d - r a n k i n g  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r  (who h a s  a  s h a r e  i n  s e v e r a l  of L i n t s  key  p r o t e g e s  

i 

i 
- 

and h a s  others o f  h i s  own). I n  t h i s  connection,- in 
is p r o b a b l y  r i g h t  a b o u t  h i s  m i l i t a r y  comrades  -- t h a t  
is, t h a t  w h i l e  mos t  of them a r e  n o t  M a o i s t s  t o  t h e  
d e g r e e  t h a t  L i n  is, t h e y  w i l l  n e v e r t h e l e s s  be l o y a l  
t o  him. 

I t  is p r o b a b l y  t r u e  t h a t  most m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
have  mixed f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  L i n ,  and t h a t  h e  h a s  a l i e n a t e d  
a t  l e a s t  a  f e w  of t h o s e  still i n  p l a c e .  A1 though .a  



l i f e l o n g  m i l i t a r y  man who is most  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  
o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  men, he h a s  been above a l l  f a i t h f u l  t o  
Mao. T h i s  h a s  meant unwaver ing s u p p o r t  of Mao i n  h i s  
p e r i o d i c  p u r g e s ,  h u m i l i a t i o n s  and r e i n d o c  tr i n a t  i o n s  
of  t h e  PLA. However, t h e  s u r v i v i n g  members o f  t h e  
c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  a r e  for t h e  most p a r t  ,men 
whom Lin  h a s  f a v o r e d  for many y e a r s  and h a s  advanced 
and p r o t e c t e d  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  men who 
have r e a s o n  to  be  l o y a l  t o  h im .  So l o n g  as L i n  d o e s  
n o t  m'ake demands on t h e s e  men s o  ex t reme  t h a t  t h e y  
c a n n o t  be  met, and d o e s  n o t  t h r e a t e n  or a t t e m p t  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  p u r g e  for  f a i l u r e  t o  meet s u c h  
demands, a  r e v o l t  by t h e  cenAra l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  
seems q u i t e  u n l i k e l y . *  I f ,  however, L i n  were to  make 
ex t reme  demands and t h r e a t e n  or b e g i n  t o  c a r r y  o u t  
s u c h  a  p u r g e  -- i f ,  i n  o t h e r  words ,  h e  were t o  behave 
j u s t  l i k e  Mao -- t h e r e  would seem t o  be  a  s t r o n g  pos- 
s i b i l i t y  of a  coup  by h i s  own p r o t e g e s .  T h a t  is t o  
s a y :  t h e r e  is undoub ted ly  a  l i m i t  t o  what can  be 
demanded of any g roup  o f  men, and t h e  l i m i t  h a s  prob- 
a b l y  been r e a c h e d  under  Mao. If L i n  were t o  a t t e m p t  
t o  p u t  them a l l  th rough  i t  a g a i n  -- men who have 

*Lin h a s  g i v e n  much t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
a  coup ,  and ( i n  a  1966 s p e e c h  j u s t i f y i n g  a  g r e a t  purge  
of t h e  P a r t y )  h a s  even  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  o t h e r  P a r t y  
l e a d e r s  t h a t  most of t h e  a t t e m p t e d  coups  i n  o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e  -- most of t h o s e  of  which 
t h e r e  is a  r e c o r d  -- have been s u c c e s s f u l .  Mao and 
L i n  have c o n s t r u c t e d  an e l a b o r a t e  sys tem of  mutual  
s u r v e i l l a n c e  t o  p r e v e n t  s u c h  a n  a t t e m p t  a g a i n s t  them- 
s e l v e s ,  and i n  normal c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h i s  would p r o b a b l y  . . 
be r e l i a b l e .  T h a t  is, a  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n s p i r a c y  would 
p r o b a b l y  r e q u i r e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  
number o f  o f f i c e r s  -- to  seize and ho ld  s t r a t e g i c  
c e n t e r s  -- and i t  would be v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c r u i t  
t h e s e  w i t h o u t  e n c o u n t e r i n g  some who would r e f u s e  and 
who would expose  t h e  o t h e r s .  But  i n  ex t reme  circum- 
s t a n c e s  -- e.g. t h e  t h r e a t  of a n o t h e r  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  -- t h e  c h a n c e s  would be b e t t e r .  



s e r v e d  him well,  and who a r e .  e n t i t l e d  t o  e x p e c t  d e c e n t  
t r e a t m e n t  i n  r e t u r n  -- t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  he c o u l d  
n o t  g e t  away w i t h  i t .  

The most i m p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  o u t s i d e  
Pek ing  are a l s o  men who have r e a s o n  to  b e  l o y a l  t o  
L i n ,  and t o  remain  so e x c e p t  i n  an  ex t reme  s i t u a t i o n .  
L i n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e  t o  t h i n k  it i m p o r t a n t  t o  
domina te  t h e '  11. M i l i t a r y  Region h e a d q u a r t e r s  -- t h e  
c e n t e r s  of r e a i  power o u t s i d e  Pek ing  -- t h rough  h i s  
p r o t e g e s  there. H e  may be a c t i n g  now, or may a c t  
soon ,  to  p l a c e  more of his p r o t e g e s  i n  t h e  Pek ing  MR 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  -- t h e  o n l y  one  i n  which n e i t h e r  t h e  
commander n o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  officer is a L i n  p r o t e g e  -- 
and i n  t h e  Pek ing  G a r r i s o n ,  t h e  v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  p o l i -  
tical s e c u r i t y  f o r c e  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  T h e r e  is an  ou t -  
s i d e  chance  of  a  r e b e l l ' i o n  by one  o f  t h e s e  r e g i o n a l  
commands, b u t  no  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r  c o u l d  h o l d  o u t  for 
l o n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y ;  r e g i o n a l  r e b e l l i o n s  
would be e x p e c t e d  o n l y  i f  some p a r t  of t h e  c e n t e r  were 
to  l e a d  t h e  way. More of L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
appear  a s  commanders of  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  
MRs, b u t  t h i s  l e v e l  of power is n o t  c r i t i c a l ,  and L i n  
w i l l  n o t  t r y  to  b l a n k e t  t h e  MDs w i t h  h i s  men. 

The S t a t e  Machinery: The s t a t e  machinery  w i l l  
r emain  of much less impor tance  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of 
power t h a n  is t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e .  The MAC w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  r e t a i n  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  r e s e a r c h  and develop- 
ment of modern weapons, and of  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s .  PLA o f f i c e r s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  t a k e  o v e r  -- whether  a s  PLA officers o r  a s  c i v i l i a n s  -- a number 
o f  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s . *  I n  g e n e r a l ,  L i n  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  
n o t  t r y  t o  i n s t a l l  h i s  p r o t e g e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  
machinery ,  b u t  w i l l  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on Chou E n - l a i  t o  keep  
him informed and on  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  

*The new C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  continuing PLA 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  government.  



w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  machinery t o  s u p e r v i s e  and d i r e c t  i t .  
T h i s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be t r u e  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l  t o o ;  
t h a t  is, L i n  w i l l  p robab ly  n o t  aim a t  t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p s  
o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees  per s e ,  b u t  w i l l  s e e k  t o  
p l a c e  p r o t e g e s  a t  t h e  heads  o f  tE emerging P a r t y  com- 
mittees i n  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  p r o v i n c e s ,  some of  whom 
may head t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees c o n c u r r e n t l y .  

The Emerging P a r t y  Appara tus :  The now emerging 
c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  (below t h e  P o l i t b u r o  l e v e l )  w i l l  
s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e  i n  impor tance ,  and w i t h i n  a  f e w  y e a r s  
w i l l  r i v a l  t h e  MAC and t h e  rest o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  a$ a  power sys tem.  L i n  c a n  be e x p e c t e d  t o  
s u p e r v i s e  c l o s e l y  t h e  r e c o n s k r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  apparakus .  
I t  seems v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  L in  w i l l  t r y  t o  change t h e  
c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  d e  f a c t o  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  i f  he 
has  n o t  a l r e a d y  done s o .  Those added w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be  
PLA f i g u r e s ,  now i n  t h e  MAC and its s u b o r d i n a t e  b o d i e s ,  
who i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  have a c q u i r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s .  

A s  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  g e t s  s o r t e d  o u t ,  p r o t e g e s  of  L i n  w i l l  
v e r y  p r o b a b l y  appear  a t  t h e  t o p  l e v e l ,  w h i l e  p r o t e g e s  
of H i s  p r o t e g e s  ( o t h e r  PLA l e a d e r s )  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  ap- 
p e a r  a t  lower  l e v e l s .  A s  a  g e n e r a l  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  L i n t s  men i n  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  seems l i k e l y  to  
i n c r e a s e  i n  s t r e n g t h  a s  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  i t se l f  i n c r e a s e s .  
L i n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  make a  s p e c i a l  e f for t  t o  g e t  c o n t r o l  
of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  depar tmen t  -- a s  v i t a l  t o  h i s  
s u r v i v a l  -- o r  a t  l e a s t  t o  restrict its role i n  t h e  
a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  PLA. L i n  w i l l  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  p u t  h i s  
own man a t  t h e  head of t h i s  depar tmen t  a f t e r  Mao's d e a t h .  

A s  t h e  P a r t y  commit tee  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
g e t  r e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  p r o t e g e s  o f  L i n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be 
well r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e r e  t o o .  Most o f  t h e  new P a r t y  com- 
mittees w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be headed by men who e i t h e r  remain  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  PLA or a t  l e a s t  have 
made t h e i r  c a r e e r s  i n  t h e  PLA. L i n  may e x p e r i e n c e  some 
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  b r i n g i n g  s u c h  men t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  
w i t h ,  and r e s p o n d  smoothly  t o ,  a  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  P a r t y  . . 
a p p a r a t u s .  However, L i n  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  see o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n a l  l o y a l t y  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  problem.  T h a t  is, what 



L i n  w a n t s  is what  Mao h a s  wan ted  -- l i e u t e n a n t s  whose 
a l l e g i a n c e  is p r i m a r i l y  to  h i m s e l f ,  n o t  t o  a n  a b s t r a c t  
"PLAW or "Par t y  . " 

L i n  as  a  "True M a o i s t w  L i n  h a s  been  p r e v i o u s l y  
been  d e s c r i b e d ' ,  i n  t h e  first ~ a ~ e r  i n  t h i s  series ' and  
i n  t h i s  o n e ,  a s  a  " t r u e  ~ a o i s k . ; '  The e s s e n t i a l  c h a r -  
a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  t r u e  M a o i s t  -- e x e m p l i f i e d  by L i n  
above  a l l  o t h e r s  -- h a s  been  h i s  l o y a l t y  t o  Mao person-  
a l l y ,  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  Mao i n  a l l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  h i s  own i n t e r e s t  t o  Mao's ,  
and  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s  r e a d i n e s s  t o  t a k e  t h e  blame f o r  
Maots mistakes. (For  many y e a r s ,  t h o s e  who have  a t t e m p t e d  
to  place t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  f a i l u r e  on  Mao l s  p o l , i c i e s ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  on  t h e i r  own m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  or f a u l t y  
e x e c u t i o n ,  h a v e  been  p u r g e d . )  And t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu-  
t i o n  h a s  b e e n  i n  . f a c t  -- r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e o r y  -- con- 
c e r n e d  a b o v e  a l l  w i t h  e x a m i n i n g  and t e s t i n g  t h i s  l o y a l t y  
t o  Mao p e r s o n a l l y ,  n o t  t o  any  body o f  d o c t r i n e .  I n  
t h i s  s e n s e ,  a l l  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d -  
i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Chou E n - l a i ,  and most  of P e k i n g ' s  
o t h e r  c u r r e n t  l e a d e r s ,  have  been  t r u e  M a o i s t s .  

The term " t r u e  M a o i s t n  h a s  a l s o  i m p l i e d ,  however ,  
a  h i g h  d e g r e e  of a c c e p t a n c e  of Maovs  " t h o u g h t . "  ( T h i s  
h a s  b e e n  c l e a r l y  i m p l i e d  i n  a n o t h e r  t e r m  u sed  t o  d e s c r i b e  
L i n  -- " r e l i a b l e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r , "  which  i t  was  
t h e  d e c l a r e d  p u r p o s e  of € h e l C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  t o  pro- 
duce .  ) A t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  " thoug h t q v  h a s  been  n o t  
so much a  set of i d e o l o g i c a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a s  a  f a i t h  -- i n  t h e  e v e n t u a l  p e r f e c t i b i l i t y  of t h e  P a r t y  c a d r e ,  
a n d  i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  t r a n s f o r m  e v e n  common men. I n  
p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  " though tv  c a l l s  for u n r e m i t t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  which  i n s t i l l s  m ~ r a l  i n c e n t i v e s  and  
p r o d u c e s  t h e  i n d o m i t a b l e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w i l l .  The  w i l l  
t h u s  p roduced  i n  t h e  c a d r e s ,  and t o  a  lesser d e g r e e  i n  
t h e  m a s s e s ,  is m o b i l i z e d  i n  g r e a t  campa igns  -- w h e t h e r  
d e s t r u c t i v e ,  l i k e  t h e  campa igns  a g a i n s t  c o u n t e r - r e v o -  
l u t i o n a r i e s ,  or c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  l i k e  t h e  Leap  Forward  and  
" p e o p l e ' s  commune" p rog rams ,  o r  b o t h ,  l i k e  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n .  The aim of  t h e s e  campa igns  is t o  c r e a t e  



. . 
a new Chinese  s o c i e t y ,  e g a l i t a r i a n ,  a u s t e r e ,  and s e l f -  
p u r i f y i n g  t h r o u g h  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  which is t o  s e r v e  
a s  t h e  model and l i b e r a t i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  o t h e r  p e o p l e s .  

Because Mao's own p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  r a d i c a l  
and m i l i t a n t ,  c a l l i n g  for  maximum advance  on  a  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  l i n e ,  Mao's " though tw is sometimes e q u a t e d  w i t h  
j u s t  t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  of h i s  t h o u g h t .  However, Mao's 
" though tw d o e s  p r o v i d e  f o r  p e r i o d s  o f  r e t r e a t  and con- 
s o l i d a t i o n ,  s o b r i e t y  and c a u t i o n .  H i s  l e a d e r s h i p  for  
many y e a r s  h a s  shown t h i s  p a t t e r n :  o f  m i l i t a n t  advance  
u n t i l  s u c h  time a s  t h e  r e a l  wor ld  (e.g.,  human n a t u r e ,  
or S o v i e t  and American m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h )  compels a  
r e t r e a t .  H e  is s k i l l e d  i n  r e t r e a t i n g :  no  o t h e r  head 
of  any Communist P a r t y  h a s  shown s u c h  an  a b i l i t y  t o  
s u r v i v e  a s  h a s  Mao. O b s e r v e r s  who have f a i l e d  to  
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  r e t r e a t  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  a r e  a l s o  f e a -  
t u r e s  of Maots  "thought1'  have  sometimes i n c o r r e c t l y  
conc luded ,  i n  p e r i o d s  of r e t r e a t  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  
t h a t  Mao was no l o n g e r  t h e  l e a d e r .  

The " t r u e  Maoistsl l  among Maols l i e u t e n a n t s  -- i n  
t h e  s e n s e  of t h o s e  l o y a l  t o  him p e r s o n a l l y ,  whe the r  i n  
advance o r  r e t r e a t  --have seemed t o  be  d i v i d e d  among 
themse lves  i n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  way. On one  hand,  t h e r e  a r e  
t h o s e  who a s s o c i a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  most h a p p i l y  w i t h  p e r i o d s  
of m i l i t a n t  advance ,  and on t h e  o t h e r  t h o s e  who seem 
t o  work b e s t  i n  a n  a tmosphere  of s o b r i e t y  and c a u t i o n .  
L i n  P i a o t s  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  have  seemed to  b e ,  l i k e  Mao's, 
r a d i c a l  and m i l i t a n t .  Most o t h e r  P a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  i n -  
c l u d i n g  Chou E n - l a i  and a l m o s t  a l l  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s ,  have seemed t o  be  less s o .  Chou i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
and t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  fo r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  have  seemed 
t o  s e r v e  Mao w e l l  even  i n  p e r i o d s  of m i l i t a n t  advance ,  
b u t  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e  h a s  seemed t o  be f o r  t h e  less g l a r -  
i n g  colors i n  t h e  spec t rum of Maol s t h o u g h t .  

The first p a p e r  i n  t h i s  series conc luded  t h a t ,  
w h i l e  L i n  might  soon  be  deposed o r  f o r c e d  t o  make 
s u b s t a n t i a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n  Mao's p o l i c i e s ,  he would 
b e g i n  a s  a  ' ' t rue  Maois t  r a d i c a l . "  T h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n  h a s  
proved m i s l e a d i n g  f o r  some r e a d e r s ,  when t a k e n  a s  imply- 
i n g  t h a t  L i n  a c c e p t s  o n l y  t h e  r a d i c a l  f e a t u r e s  of M a d s  



empha t i c  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  most  r a d i c a l  and m i l i t a n t  
f e a t u r e s  of Maots though t  -- s o  t h a t  he  seems c l e a r l y  
i n  t h e  l l r a d i c a l t l  camp when t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  is d i v i d e d  
on t h o s e  l i n e s  -- r e f l e c t s  n o t  s o  much h i s  own p r e d i s -  
p o s i t i o n  a s  h i s  s e n s e  of what l o y a l t y  t o  Mao e n t a i l s .  
T h a t  is, when Mao c l e a r l y  f a v o r s  a  l l r a d i c a l t t  l i n e ,  L i n  
f e e l s  o b l i g e d  to  s t a t e  h i s  own f a v o r  i n  even s t r o n g e r  
terms; and when Mao f a i l s  t o  make h i s  p o s i t i o n  c l e a r ,  
a s  is o f t e n  t h e  c a s e ,  L i n  f e e l s  o b l i g e d  to  s t a t e  h i s  
own p o s i t i o n  i n  terms w h i c h  he  knows t o  be in a c c o r d  
w i t h  Mao's p r e d i s p o s i t i o n .  T h i s  is p e r h a p s  t h e  t r u e  
meaning of  L i n t s  n o t o r i o u s  f o r m u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  effect 
t h a t  he and o t h e r s  w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  c a r r y - o u t  Maots 

1 p o l i c i e s  ''even when w e  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  them.  lt 

Abiding f e a t u r e s  of Maoism i n  p r a c t i c e  -- t h e  
emphas i s  on a b s o l u t e  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  l e a d e r  p e r s o n a l l y ,  
t h e  a b s o l u t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  borne  by t h e  c a d r e ,  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  impor tance  of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and 
mora l  i n c e n t i v e ,  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e  of  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  
t h e  i n e s c a p a b l e  need f o r  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  campaigns 
aimed a t  e x t r a c t i n g  t h e  maximum from t h e  human 
m a t e r i a l  -- c a n  and p r o b a b l y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  under  L i n ,  
a s  w i l l  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  and p u r g e s  which i n e v i t a b l y  
accompany a l l  o f  t h i s .  But i t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  
on  t h e s e  l i n e s  w i t h o u t  r e a c h i n g  t h e  e x t r e m e s  which 

, Mao has  r e a c h e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  15 y e a r s .  I t , i s  p o s s i b l e ,  
i n  o t h e r  words,  t o  f o l l o w  a  Maois t  c o u r s e  b u t  t o  
impose less of a  burden on t h e  human m a t e r i a l ,  t o  

I 

p l a c e  less s t r a i n  on o n e ' s  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
I 
i 

w i t h  o t h e r  l e a d e r s ,  t o  b e g i n  t h e  p e r i o d s  o f  r e t r e a t  
I and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  e a r l i e r ,  and t o  r emain  i n  t h e m  
I 
I l o n g e r .  Those l e a d e r s  whom L i n  seems to  l i k e  b e s t  -- Chou and t h e  m i l i t a r y  men -- a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  in -  

f l u e n c e  him i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o h ,  t h e  more e a s i l y  i f  
h i s  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  indeed  less e x t r e m e  t h a n  
Maot s. 

I t  h a s  a l s o  been con tended  i n  t h i s  paper  t h a t  
L i n t s  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  c o u r s e '  t h a t  h i s  
f r i e n d s  and f a v o r i t e s . a x - e  l i k e l y  t o  u r g e  on him: . t h a t  
is, t h a t  h e  c a n n o t  behave a s  Mao i n  h i s  manic p e r i o d s  
h a s  behaved,  w i t h o u t  a h i g h  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  overthrown.. 

1 



T h i s  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  L i n t s  p o l i c i e s  w i l l . n o t  be 
o n e r o u s  f o r  t h e  C h i n e s e  o r  o f f e n s i v e  t o  o t h e r  .coun- 
t r i es ;  ' t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  be .  I n d e e d ,  a s  o t h e r  
o b s e r v e r s  h a v e  r e m a r k e d ,  i t  may be h a r d e r  f o r  L i n  
t o  make a  s u d d e n  r e v e r s a l  of a  m i l i t a n t  p o l i c y  -- s a y ,  
Mao t s  p r e s e n t  p o l i c y  toward  t h e  R u s s i a n s  -- t h a n  i t  
would have been  f o r  Mao, b e c a u s e  he w i l l  n o t  have  
Maofs  s t a t u r e  and p r e s t i g e .  Bu t  e v e n  Mao d i d  n o t  
p u r s u e  h i s  extreme p o l i c i e s .  t o  a  s u i c i d a l  end;and 
L i n  seems e v e n  less l i k e l y  t o  d o  s o .  4 ,  

If t h e  two judgmen t s  e x p r e s s e d  above  a r e  
c o r r e c t  -- t h a t  L i n  w i l l  t a k e  c o u n s e l  f rom Chou 
and  f rom h i s  own g i l i t a r y  comrades ,  and  f o r  t h i s  
r e a s o n  and o t h e r s  w i l l  c o n d u c t  h i m s e l f  w i t h  a  d e c e n t  
r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d  -- L i n  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  to  
s u r v i v e  f o r  some t i m e  a s  Mao t s  s u c c e s s o r .  The l e n g t h  
o f  t i m e  c a n n o t  b e  f o r e c a s t ,  b e c a u s e  it d e p e n d s  on  
f a c t o r s  -- and t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  f a c t o r s  -- which  
c a n n o t  be a s s e s s e d  a t  t h i s  time.* T h e s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  
s t a t e  of  L i n t s  h e a l t h  a t  t h e  time of  s u c c e s s i o n ,  h i s  
p r o g r e s s  toward  s o l v i n g  C h i n a f  s p rob lems  t h r o u g h  what- 
e v e r  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  p o l i c i e s ,  and  t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  
C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s  t o  be  c o n t e n t  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  less t h a n  
t o t a l  s o l u t i o n s .  

*Many o b s e r v e r s  have  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  L i n  is n o t  
c r e d i b l e  a s  a  l ong- t e rm s u c c e s s o r .  I t  is n o t  h a r d  
t o  a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  judgment ,  b e c a u s e  L i n  h i m s e l f  
d o e s  n o t  seem t o  have  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a  l o n g  . t e rm;  - 
it  would b e  s u r p r i s i n g  i f  h e  were to  l i v e  o u t  t h e  
d e c a d e .  
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