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200 GILBERT REID

“Possession is nine points of law,” is an old saying.
A temporary occupation casts its shadow ahead.

Let me imagine a simpler illustration. I am by appoint-
ment Director-in-Chief of the International Institute of
China. Suppose that some keen-minded men, talking
business before the Shanghai Club Bar, light on the happy
thought of ejecting me from my position in the Institute,
owing to past misbehavior on my part. Mr. Smith of
Manchester and his doughty son undertake to do the job.
Coming out to the Institute, they find me taking my con-
stitutional on the grounds. Father and son come march-
ing in, and as they draw near, I am greeted,

“Get out of this place.”

“Not till you knock me out,” 1 reply, bravely enough,
but rashly. Though I look as if I might put up a good
fight, standing as I do good six feet and one, yet Sam. Smith
weighs 220 odd pounds to my 132. His son even reaches
160. So with one blow, I am laid sprawling, and with a
black eye and bleeding nose I am dragged out to the street,
and handed over to an Annamite policeman, who is told:

“Take him down in front of the club and duck him in
the Whang-poo River.”

And when I disappear beneath the waters, that is the
last of me in the goodly town of Shanghai.

Meanwhile Smith and son enter the house, which through
arrangement with the trustees I rent on the favorable
terms of £1 a month. These two gentlemen strike terror
into the Reid family, who escape out of the back door.
The Chinese cook, who comes from Tsingtao, and thinks
he cooks German fashion, is knocked out through the
window. The new master goes to the telepone, and says:

“Wife, is that you?”

“Yes, Samie, dear.”

“Well, come around at once to our new house, and
bring all the relatives, and don’t forget the Japanese maid
and the Sikh watchman.”

No sooner said, than done. This accomplished, old
man Smith goes over to the Institute, turns out all the men
in my employ, puts in a better lot, and grabs for the checque-
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recated the bringing of Japan indo the war and the war into
China.

I therefore revert to the statement with which I began,
that China hereafter had better fight shy of all loans,
concessions, leased territories or settlement extensions, if
through war in Europe and then through war between
Germany and Japan, the latter country can occupy per-
manently in China all that Germany holds in lease by con-
tract or by concession from China. Favors to foreigners
may turn in time of war to be China’s calamity.



