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P R E F A C E .  

r THI Tmmlations from the PsEng Grgzette, wh&h are now ieeued ss ths 
sixth a n n d  series of this pnblioation, Cover o period of grave interwt in 

I,p 3 .! 
thcr afbirs of China. Whilst the previous year'e history was marked by 
the danger of foreign complioatiom, and the various ep~h of the .# 
enquiry into the Yünnron outrage imd the comequent nqpht tons  att .P 

.; 
Ohefoo, the y a r  1.7 k fonnd the Chinese Gto.sremont pmom11pi8 + 

with qnestions rehting to s fa~nine of sknost unprecedenGed sevcasie mand V 

,: ? - mgnitnde, in view d ~whioh ab pending mmpaig., nndertaHen foi the 
reconqnest of its lost territories in C e n h l  h, has been @ed aa 
almest of secondaxy importance. On both them subjeck the . '. 

. r :  
now pnblished, and r e n d d  acctwible to reference by meaps of ttie Index .J ,+ 

which hasl constituted, for- the last four yam, a portion of tbe wo& 
undehkep, copions p r t i h  will be found wsembled in the present 
v o l ~ e .  A third topic which ie known to h v e  enpged the tbtten&ion of 
the Chinese Gtuvernment dnring the p s t  F, to wit, the deprimtion of 

I ' -  

o foreign power of ita control of the snpply of opinm, is bnt inCidaMy . . 
wferred to in the ensning pages. Tbe memorial on the opinm qu& 
mbmitted by the envoy to Grat  Britain, Kno Sung-b ,  imd the Imperial 
decree i m e d  therenpon in repIy, which b v e  been allowed to ein 
pnblibity tbrongh the Press, have not appmred in the Peking Bazot#e; - 

I and the only indication of the movement in Progress benwth the snrface 
of &airs ia given in the denunciation, pnblished in December, af certain & -.. 

officials singled out for puniehment by the Ghovernor-Gene-1 Shbn. 
It may be nseful, in this connection, to offer here s correction of s ! 

,-- 
misstattement respecting the practice of the Chinese Government in b$e Q . - . 

V )  

, matter of pnblicity, which a kcent notice of these bnsIs,tions ehern to . > 

prevail in even exceptionally enlightened qnarters. Nothing could be F 

( 
farther from the tmth thas the assertion that the Chinese Government 
pnblishes every memorial or decree relating to its acts in the o f f i d  
Gazette. Government on auch tenns would, indeed, be pwtically 
impossible ; and what the Gazette conh&s ia o reprodnction of such 



docnments, only, ei;s are judged necessary for the information of a certai 
nurcber or all of the provincial governments. Even among thes 
pnblished documents, however, the European reader is continually startle 
by finding revelations of corruption and inefficiency-, not only brought 
forward as charges by Censors whose business i t  is to i b d  fault and wlio 

are exempt from the necessity of substantiating their averments, buh 
actnally admitted in Imperial decrees. I n  these, a degree of tnrpitude is 
constantly avomed, snch as could not prevail in any other conntry 
without precipitating a revolntion, or withont carrying with the confessio 

of their existence the death-warrant of a system prodncing snch resnlts.' 
I n  China it is otherwise. Contentment with their own condition, tht 
product partly of ignorante and partly of the training deliberately pnrsned 
for many centuries past, is the distinguishing feature of the Chinese 
people ; and no thought of change or improvement is suggested by the 
history of administrative ineptitnde and corruption which is periodically 

lamented, in well-worn phrases, by the Sovereign and his Ministers in 
chorns. Numerous instances of this description will be fonnd, as usnal, 

in  the present volume, and its pages contain, in addition, a series of 
records, valuable for the light they throw upon the acts and motives of 
the Chinese Government and the daily life of the functionaries composing 

it. A conviction of the usefulness of snch materials, to the futnre 
historian as well as to the student of the present day, has encouraged the 
translator to persevere in a task which has now been discharged durin 

fanr conseoutive yearüs 
1 . 1- ' -  .&J. 



I N D E X  
T0 TEE 

P E K I N G  G A Z E T T E  
FOR 

* For purposes of classificatio~>~ with a view to ready refer6nce. the contonk 
of the Pekiiig Gazette. as transktod in thie volume. Lave been iedexed linder six 
principal headiiigs. viz :-Coiirt Anairs. Ju(licia1 and Revenue Administration. Civil 
and Military Administration. Iustruction. Worship. aiid Usages. Exberaal Relations. 
and tlie Provinces . Under each of these maiii divisioua. the subjects are still further 
arranged in appropritlte categories . 

- 
1.-COURT AFFAIR S . 

THE COURT AND IMPERIAL FAMLY . 
. . ............ Prince of Kung returns thanks for sable robe Jan 7 
. . Imperial worship a t  the New-Year ........................... Jan 13 
. . Ceremonial to be observed on New-Year's Day ............ Jan 14. 27 

Donation of birda' nest to Imperial Princea ............... Jan . 25 . 
............ . Remonstrance agaiiist lanteru feast in Palace Feb . 22. March 9 

Death of Prince of FU .............................. .......... March 9. 23. April 13 . 
Adoption cf heir for Fii ...................................... April 30 . 
Termination of mourning for late Emperor ................. March 29 . i 
Entertainments and theatricals still forbidden ............ April 16 . - LW 

Position of tablets in Ancestral Temple .................... April 27. Mag 10 e s  

Do . do . do . ..................... June 12. 29 . 
. Adoption of au heir for Imperial noble Yih Sun ......... hlay 14 

. . . . . . . . . .  . Official household for do . do May 22. June 11 
. Lainas at  Imperial mausolea ................................. May 22 . . Revision of Genealogical Register .............................. May 18. June 8. 12 

. Airing of Imperial arcliives .................................... June 15 

. ........................... rribute from Yiinnan authorities June 16 

. .................. Porcelaiu furuished by Kiukiang Customs June 20 
. ........................ Date for ceiebrating H.M.'s birthday July 8 

. . Positioii of Imperial tablet shrine ............................ July 24. Bug 4. 8 
Do . do . do ............................. Aug . 14. 26 . 

. . ..................... Cenaus of drovea aud flocks in Mongidia Sept 9 
. . . ........................... Robbery in Imperial archive roonis Sept 23. Oct 5. 9 
. . . Privilege of riding withiii Palaoe preciricts ................ Sept 24. Nov 23 

. . Epitome of aiiiiala of late reigii commaiided .............. Oct 18 
. Dieisipwtion within Palarn p!soiilcte ....... „ ................. Oct. 19 

. . Imperial clansineii-piol~o~;<Is conceriiiiig ................ Nov 9. 23 
. . Emhroidered purse beatowecl upon Ying Hnn ............ Jan 15 
. . Compilütioii of Record of late reigii. etc ..................... Nov 3 



#.#T. q. .. .. 8 .. I -L-  - 
- 1  

L " '  
I . MAUSOLEA . 

............... 
........................... 

Repaim to mausoleum of Emperor Shun Che 

. .................................... 
Visit to tombs of the Ming dynasty 
Lamas a t  Imperial mausolea 

................................ Inspection of Eastern mausolea 
.................. 

................................. 
Constrnction of late Emperor's mausoleum 
Shab K'i appointed Comptroller 

... Funds for building works from Kwangtung ... ...,.... 
................................. Rewarde for services of officials 

.......................... 
............................ 

MANUFILCTORIES . 
Kwang Ying appointed to Soochow 

............................... 
Wan Shun do . do 
Jade stone ieals from Soochow 
Cost of silk for Hangchow manufactory ..................... 
Ming HBn appointed to Nanking .............................. 
W6n Hwei appointed to Hangchow ........................... 

............ ............................. Enhanced cost of silk r. 
.............................. Satin manufactured a t  Nanking 

Satins, etc., forwarded from Soochow ........................ 
- 

Jan . 5 . 
Jan . 16. 22. 
May 22 . 
June 26 . 
Nov . 4 . 
Dec . 7. 8 . 
Deo . 28 . 
Nos . 4 . 

May 13 . 
June 30 . 
July  3 . 
July 15 . 
Bug . 18 . 
Oct . 7 . 
Oot . 13 . 
Oct . 13 . 
Nov . 23 . 

11.-JUDICIAL AND-REVENUE ADMINISTRATION . 

Honan-Murder and official neglect ......................... 
Chihli-Exactions by tax Clerks .............................. 
Peking-Oppression by servant of a noble .................. 
Jehho-Denizens of Hunting Grounds ........................ 

................................. Do . Farther result of trial 
Censor Kwoh Tsung-kü on needed reforms ................ 
Honan-Murder and official neglect ........................... 
Shansi-Exactions in connection with tax levy ............ 
Hupeh-Murder of a father and official neglect ............ 
Bhensi- Do . of an uncle do . do . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Heh-lung-kiang-Murder of a brother . Fresh inquest .. 

............... Fuhkien-Abduction, outrage. and murder 
...... ..................... Honan-Burglary and murder .... 

Szech7wan-Pillage and murder (of converts) near 
Ch'ung K'ing ................................ 

...... Do . Pillage and murder in Yeo-yang-chow 
Do . Outrages and murder ........................... 
Do . Murder of a husband ............................. 

................................ Kiangsu- Do . do 
Chihli- Do . father ................................. 

..... ..................... Chehkiang- Do . brother .. 
Nganhwei- Do . father ................................. 

............................. Huuan- Do . relative 
.............................. Chihli- Do . do 

Chehkiang-Alleged outrages by soldiery .................. 
Peking-Murder of a son by his wife ........................ 
Fuhkien-Lin Tai-she's complaint ........................... 
Honan-Imprisoument anrf extorKon ........................ 

Jan . 2 . 
Jan . 17 . 
Jan . 21 . 
Jan . 29. Feb .20.  
March 8. 24. 
April 8 . 
April 11 . 
May 7 . 
May 16 . 
May 16 . 
May 17 . 
May 13 . 
May 13 . 
June 26 . 
July 11 . 
Sept . 14 . 
o c t  . 2 . 
Oct . 2 . 
Oct . 2 . 
Oct . 12 . 
Oct . 23 . 
Nov . 1 . 
Nov . 1 . 
Dec . 1, 18 . 
Dec . 1 7 . .  
Dec . 17. 
Dec . 18 . 



iii 

... Re-hearing-Sze.chlwan. Official lnjuetlce dieproved 
Do . do . Charge of murder disproved 
Do . Chihli . do . oppreseive conduct, 

............... . . . I Do Sze.ch'wrn do murder 
................ 

. 
Do . Hupeh . do . do 

. . ............... Do . Nganhwei do violence . . ... Do . Sze.ch'wan do official extortlon 

1 * CEIIKE . 
............ Chehklang murder caee-Coffin sent to  Peking 

' Do . do . Poisoning dieproved ............ 
Do . do . Penalties upon officiale : ........ 
Do . do . Censor Wang Hin's denuncia- 

tion ........................... 
L Do . do . High officiala degraded ......... 

Do . do . Board of Pnnishment's me- 
morid ........................ 

Kiangsu-Son condemned for causing hia father'e death 
... Shantung-Parricide by lunatic (ling-ch'e execution) 

...................... Shensi-Criminal intimacy and murder 
................................................. Yünnan-Bigamy 

........................... Peking-Phnder of a money-shop 
........................ Jehho-Parricide (ling-ch'e execution) 

............ Peking-Illegal puniahment by poIice sergeant 
........................... Chehkiang-Coast piraterr disperaed 

............... Shan-hai Kwan-Gin~ieng smuggler arrested 
.................. Kiangsi-Literary graduate's misconduct 

.............................. Chebkiang-Jiobbery and murder 
Chihli-Murder of aunt aud cousin (ling-ch'e execution) 

................. Shantung-Parricide (ling-c7bJe execution) 
........................... Peking-Kidnapperri appreheuded 

4 Hupeh-Wholesale rnurder by a young scholar (ling-ch'e 
execution) ....................................... 

Kirin-Attempted rape and wholeaale murder (ling.ch'e 
......................................... execu tion) 

......... Honan-Wholeaale murder (ling-ch'e execution) 
.................... Nanking-Murder by a Manchu officer 
.................. Tarbagatai-Murder of a young soldier 

Moukden-Gambling aud murder by Imperial clanaman 
... Shansi-Adultery aud wholesale murder in revenge 

............... Shantung-Officia swindler a t  Chefoo. etc 
..................................... Peking-Highway robbery 

Yangchow-Alleged conspiracy in favour of Chan K'i-lun 
...... ........................ Peking-Capture of robbers .... 

..................... . Do Diaturbance a t  Huntirig Park 
............... Chehkiang-Matricide (litzg-ch'e execution) 
............... Sheniil-Taotai murdered by military officer 

................. Honan-Triple murder (ling-ch'e execution) 
.................... Peking-Appeal by condemned criminal 

.............................. Yunnan-Wurder in P'u-urh Fu 
........................ Peking-Burglary and secret society 

Do . Musaulman apprehended ............................ 
.......... .................. Chilili-Briganda captured ...... 

Jan . 28 . 
May 6 . 
May 25 . 
June 22 . 
Aug . 1 . 
Aug . 28 . 
Nov . 8 . 
Jan . 5 . 
Jan . 29. Feb .18. 
Feb . 28 . 
March 19 . 
March 30 . 
Aprii 1 2 . '  I ,  

Jau . 17 . 
Jan . 27 . 
Feb . 6 . \ „ . i r i i  

Feb . 8 . I 

Feb . 28 . 
March 6 . 
March 9 . 
March 18. 
March 21. 
April 11 . 
April 23 . 
April 23. 
April 26 . 
April 17 . 
May 19 . 
June 7 . 
June 10 . 
June 11 . 
June 17 . 
July 1 . 
July 24 . 
July 26 . 
July 29 . 
Aug . 2. 13 . 
Aug . 11 . 
Aug . 14. 27. 
Sept . 8 . 
Sept . 22. Oct . 8 .  
Oct . 7 . 1 V., 

L- - I 

Oct . 12. Nov .1. 
I ' 

Oct . 14 . 
Oct . 24. Nov . 1 6 .  10. 
Oot . 25 . 
Oct . 29 . 

t i r ~ " i b  
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Peking-Bc rs oaptul ......................... .:... : ..... NOV . 1 . W . qji 
.................. Nov . 9 . 

. . ........................... Pekhg-Al a increase of orime Nov 24 . . ............................. . Do Fomentors of litigation Dec 14 
Do Robbers captured .... Dec . 15 . 7 

.......... .................... . 
Buam-Forcible abduotion of women Dec . 22 . . A ........................ . - C 

REBELLION AND SEDITION . i i 

. . servioert against Turban Brigands ............................ Jan 1 

. . ........................... Illegal brotherhood in Kwangtung Jan 1 

. . Punfshment for lose of cities in Yünnan ..................... Feb 2 
Kwangsi insurgents defeated and dhpersed ................ April 9. 29. 

. Insurgent8 ab P&-yen Su-EU in Kirin ........................... April 10 . Disturbances in Yilnnan ......................................... July 8 . . Ko Lao Hwai brotherhood in Chehkiang .................... Sept 8 
. Disturbances by Tao T e i  in Shensi ........................... Oct . 5. 20 . Peking-Secret sooiety of robbera ............................. Oct . 24, 29 

. . Do. Secret societiee and tail-cutting" ............... Oot 22 . ............ Emasculation of youthful aon of an insurgent Nov:28 
. . . ............................... Meeting of irregulars in Shenai Nov 22, Dec 5 

G m l i ~ N a  . 
Military officiars cashiered in Kirin .............. ..-. ......... Feb . 14 . 
Gambling and murder at Moukden ........................... July 1 . 

Do . in Imperial Palace precincts ..................... Oot . 19 . 
Do . at Peking ................... ..... ..... ............ Oct . 25 . 

OPIUM . 
Opium dt~ties a t  Ewd-ngan ........... „. . „ .................. July 3 . 
Opium lekin duties employed in Kwangtnng ............... Aiig . 23 . 
Native opium tax-office in Kweichow ........................ Oct . 1. 

. Renewed interdict upou poppy cultivation in Shnns2 ... Oct . 13. Nov 3. 
Liu Eien and other officiale denounced and degraded . „ Dec . 2.20 . 

LEKIN . 
Delay in furnishing returns from Kansuh .... „ ............ Jan . 9. 

\ 

Returns received from Chehkiang ............................. March 5. 
Malprictices in Ydunan .................. .... ............... March 8. 
Lekin on salb in Sze-ch'wan ................................... March 10. 

Do . F6ng-t'ien ...................................... bfay 11 . 
Change# in Buiian and consequent riot ........... „ ....... June 18 . 1 - 

Expenditure of receipts on steam.gunboats ................ Aug . 23 . 
Lekin on rice remitted in Shensi .............................. Sept . 12 . 

Do . do. Chihli ................................ Sept . 17. Oot; 2. 
Do . do . Shansi .......................... .... Nov . 27 . 

Abaees in system in Kweicliow ................................. Oct . 11 . 
Pressure of tax on silk ........................................ Oct . 13 . 
Views of Grand Tutor Pao T'iiig ..................... ........ . Nov . 23 . ..I 

REVENUE AND CUSTOYY . " :::I q- 

Remittancea from-Fuhkien to Peking „ ...................... Jan . 13 . 
Taxation in Shanai postponed ................................. Feb. 10 . 
Land-tax receipts in Sze-ch'wan ............................. March 8 . 
Alleged extortions by Peking Customs .................... March 15. 29. 



Funds required for Board of Works ........................... 
Miscellaneous taxss in Formosa abolished .................. 
Arrears of military pay in Kweichow' ........................ 

1 Salt and meychaudize lekin in Manchuria .................... 
........................... Revision of land-tax in Huiian ....... 

Oollection a t  T'ling Kwan Custom House ................. 
......... ..................... Feng-yang Customs' rebiirns ... 

Opium-duty receipts r t  Hwai-ngan .......................... 
Licensed Tea trade in Mongolia ................................ 
Liii-ts'ing CustomsJ returns .................................... 
Collection a t  Newchwang Custom Houae .................. 
Livestock and Hourie-property duty-at Peking ............ 
Abuses and inefficiency in Salb colleotorate .................. 
Grain tax remitted in Kiaiigsu ................................ 

......... Duties remitted in aid of Yunnan oopper freights 
Arrears remitted in Formosa ..................... .... ....... 
Collection a t  Sha-hu K'ow Custom Hoiise .................. . " Sale of titlea in aid of provinoe of Kweichow ............... 

M; = . ................. Do . do . do Shansi .... 
........................... '.. I Collection a t  Peking Cuatom House 

Timber and bamboo diities in Hupeh ....................... 
Remission OE import duty on rice at  Canton ............... 
Collection a t  Wu-hu Cuatom House .......................... 

... Lekin and Customs' duty remitted ongraiu fsr Shansi 
......................................... Salt revenue in h h k i e n  

Tour of inspection of Hoppo at  Canton ..................... 
Funds remitted from Kwangtung .............................. 
Malpractices in Customs in Kirin .............................. 

Kiangsli-First squadron of junks sailed from Shanghai 
Do . Completion of shipment ............................ 
Do . Statement of amounts shipped .................. 

Chehkiang-Pirat squadron of junks despatched ......... 
Do . Completion of shipment ........................ 

.... Inland Transport-Departure of grain fleet „ ......... 
Do . .  Junka entered Shantung ............... 

............... D0 . do . do . 
...... . Do . do arrived at Yellow River 

Do . do . partly entered North Canal .. 
Do . do . entranoe into Canal ............ 

. ...... Do . do . do river Wei 
.................... Peking-Completion of delivery for 1877 

March 17. 
May 9. 31. 
May 9 . 
May 11 . 
May 23 . r 
Jiitie 18 . u l l  

June 23 . 
Jiily 3 . 
July 20. 30. 
July 20 . 
Aiig . 17 . 
Bug . 18. 29. 
Aiig . 23 . 
Aug . 23. Sept . 3 .  
Sept . 1 . 
Sept . 19 . 
Sept . 21 . 
Sept . 21 . 
Oct . 29 . 
Sept . 3 0 .  28. 
Oct . 25 . 
Oct . 29 . 
Nov . 24 . 
Nov . 27 . 
Dec . 22 . 
Dec . 26 . 
Deo . 28 . 
Dec . 29 . 

April 17 . 
May 13 . 
Oct . 24 . 
April 24 . 
June 10 . 
May 20 . 
June 26 . 
July 4 . .  
Aug . 12 . 
Sepf . 5 . 
Sept . 10 . 
Oct . 20 . 
Nov . 22 . 

............... . . DiEculty of navigating Grand Canal in 1876 Jan 9 
..................... . . Repairs to Yellow River embaukments Jan 30 

Dredging, etc . of Grand Canal .................. ...... ...... Jan . 30 . 
................................. . Yellow River works in Chilili March 2 
................................ . . Do proposed works March 30 

....................... . ......... Repairs to Grand Canal ......, March 30 
............ . ........... ..... Dredging works execiited „ .... July 29 



Safety of Yellow Eiver 5 

CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARITY . - . 
Subscriptions an behalf of famine-sufferers a t  Hwai-ngan Maroh 28 . 7 ; A . . . ......... Do . raised by Taotai Hu Kwang-yung April 5 M " 7 

. ............... Do . for relief of distresa in Chihli June 30 
Do . do . do . .............. Dec . 28 . . . ......... Contribution by Taotai a t  Shanghai for Foochow Ocl 8 

. . ............ Taels 20. 000 on behalf of-distress a t  Foochow Deo 4 
. . Taels 17. 000 contributed by a Shansi notable ............... Nov 27 . . Mortmain endowment in Chehkiang... ...................... Aug 31 

College endowed in Yünnan by Yang Yü-k7u ............ Sept . 1 . 
Peking-Relief agencies-time extended .................... April 1. 28 . 

Do . Grant of 1. 200 picule millet ........................ Oct . 3 . 
Do . do . 2. 000 do . do . for T'ung Chow .. Oct . 18 . 
Do . Additional relief agencies opened .................. Nov . 28 . 

. . Do . Iiicreased graut to relief agencies .................. Nov . 25. Dec 25 
. . Do . Charitable Asylum founded by subscription ... Sept 7. 20 

[See also DvougAt and FanWne.] 

BUILDING WORKS . 
. .............................. Walls of Yung-p'ing Fu  repaired May 3 

. . Do . Ho Chow repaired ..................................... Aug 19 
. . Do . Lan-ohow Fu rebuilt ................................. Sept 14 

Dam ab Ealgan destroyed ............................. ..... Aug . 30 . 
Proposed extension of irrigation works ..................... Sept. 11. 26 . 

. . Abuses on part of contractora' "ring " ..................... Oct 24 
Sea-wall in HangcLow Bay .................................... Oct . 29 . 

111.-CIVIL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION . 

Ch'ang Sü. Vice-President of Board of Punishments ... 
Ch'Bng Fu. Salt Comptroller in Kwangtung ............... 
Ch'&ng Tsu.hao. Vice-Presiilent of Court of Censors ... 
Chih Bo. Commiseioner of Court of Transmieeion ......... 

Do . Sub-Chancellor of Grand Secretariat ............ 
Do . Vice-President of Court of Ceremonies ......... 

Chow H&og.k'il Lieut . -Cfovernor of Fuhkien ............... 
Chow Kia.mei. Director of a Court ........................... 
Chung Lien. Director of Banqueting Court .................. 
Ohung Ch'eng. Expectant Taotai ............................. 

........ Fang Ju.yih. Taotai at  Chefoo : ........................ 
Ho Shu. Prefect of Ch'ang-aha Fu  ......................... 
Ho Wei.k'ien. Taotai a t  Haakow .......................... ... 
Ho Show.tsze. President of Board of Works ............... 
Hu.tlu.li. Director of a Court ................................ 
Hu T1ing.kwei. Siipervieing Oensor .......................... 

..................... Do . Prefect of Lin-nga~i Fu  
Hwai.tYa.pu. Sub-Director of Sacrificial Court ............ 
King Lien. Member of Grand Council ........................ 

Do . Preaident of Board of Workrr .................. 

Deo . 9 . 
Sept . 13 . 
Nov . 20 . 
March 14. 
April 1 . 
Dec . 9 . 
Sept . 12 . 
Jan . 29 . 
March 23. 
March 26. 
Dec . 17 . 
Oct . 17 . 
April 4 . 
Oct . 20 . 
Jan . 29 . 
dan . 20 . 
June 9 . 
June 13 . 
Feb . 14 . 
Feb . 18 . 



' Kbb . Vice-President a t  Moukden ........................ Mao 3 t A  - 
............... K'ing Pu. Judicial Commissioner in Shensi 

......... Kuug Yih.tln. Judicial Commissioner of Kiangsu 
Kwoh Ying. do . do . of Kwangtung ... 

............ Kwoh Sung.tao. Vice-Presideiit Board of War 
...... Kwang Lin. Superintendent of Hwai-ngan Customs 

.................................... Kw'ei  in. ' ~ a o t a i  in Kansuh 
.............................. Liu Hien. Do . of Hwai-yang 

......... Liu Sih.hung. Sub-Director of Banqueting Court 
.................. Lin Ta.ts'uan. Prefect of North Formoila 

................................. Li Ying. Prefect of Yü-lin Fu 
......... bin  Shu, Vice-President Board of Punishmenta 

.................. Lbh Fang.k7i, Lieut.-Governor of Kwaugsi 
........................ Mei E'i.chao, Governor of Chehkiang 

.......................... Mei K'i.hi. Prefect of T'ai-ngau Fu 
............ Mo Siang-che, District Magistrate at  Shanghai 

.................. Mow Lin, Comptroller of Household ...... 

........................ Pao Hbag, Lieut.-Governor of Shansi 

........................ P'an Wei, Do . of Hupeh 
............ P'an Sze.lien, Vice-Governor of Shun-t'ien F a  
............ Pien Pao.ts'uan, Grain Comptroller of Shensi 

P'Qng ~ien.chbn, Prefect of P'u-urh Fu  ..................... 
........................... Poh Jun, Prefect of Sung-kiang Fu  
........................... Shao H&ng.yü, Governor of Eupeh 

She Nien.tsu, Jud . Commissioner of Kansuh ............... 
.................... Sh&h P'ei.hien, Prefect of Kiungchow 

..................... Shen Hung, Prefect of Ch'ung-k'ing Fu  
..................... . Sun I.yen, Lieut -Governor a t  Nanking 

............ Su T'ung, Vice.President Board of Ceremonies 
Do . do . Consorate ............ ... ...... 

...................... Taai Ling, Assistant Grand Secretary 
............ Do . President of Board of Civil office 

............... Tsbug Ki-tseh-OfEcial rank coqferred npon 
........................ Ts'uan K'ing, President of Censorate 

..... .............. T'u Tsung.ying, Governor of Honan ... 
......... T'ung Hwa, Vice-President Board of Ceremoniea 

............................ Wang Pi.ta, Taotai in Kansuh ..... 
............ Wang Kia.pih, Vice-Governor of Shun-t'ien F u  

8 Wang Sze.yih, Jud . Commissioner of Nganhwei ......... 1- . ............ 
Wen Ch'bng, Assiatant President of Cenaorate 

................................... Wei Kang, Expectant Taotai 
....................... Yang Chung.ya, Governor of Kwangsi 

........................... Yang Tsi, Prefect of Sung-kiang Fu 
................................. Yen K'iei, Prefect of Foochow 

..................... Ying Kwei, appointed Grand Secretary 
........................ Yu Kwan, Lieut.-Governor of Honan 

..................... Yuu Yen.ki, Grain Intendant in Hupeh 
.......................... Prefecture of Tsi-nan Fu-Vacancy 

. ........................... f Do Ch'6ng-tu F u  do 
Do . Soochow do . . . . .  - ..................... 
Do . I-cli'ang .............................................. 

....................................... Sub-Prefecture of Ta-t'ung 
[See also Military A.fairs.1 

neo . 15 . 
Deo . 16 . 
Sept . 12 . 
March 31. 
Jan . 22 . 
Feb . 28 . 
April 10 . . 
June 2 . 
June 26. Sept .30. 
Nov . 26 . 
Dec . 9 . . . " 
Dec . 16 . 

I ' 
March 31. April 1. 
Dec . 26 . 
June 12 . 
Feb . 18 . 
Sept . 12 . 
April 1 . 
April 11 . 
July 16 . 
July 18 . 
Nov . 12 . 
Sept . 19 . I 

Feb . 28 . I 

Feb . 26. 28. - 
Sept . 27 . 
April 1 . 
March 31. 
Oct . 20 . 
Feb . 18 . 
Feb . 18 . 
Aug . 26 . 
Feb . 18 . 
Deo . 15 . 
Oct . 21 . 
July 9 . 
April 10 . 
March 22, 23 . 
Jan . 19 . 
March 26. 
Dec . 15 . 
Feb . 21 . 
Bug . 3 . 
Feb . 18 . 
Deo . 15 . 

/ 

April 8. 
1 I1 

May 6. Aug . 13 . - 
Bug . 9. 20. - 
July 10 . 
April 20 . 
April 6 . 



. .................... Liu How.ki. Brigade-General in Shensi April 17 
. . . ..................... WBng TYung.tsiob. Qouernor of Hupeh Sept 19. Oct 7 

Yang NQng.keh. Taotai in Sze-ch'wan ........................ March 22 . . ............ Yaug 8hu.hiang. Vice-Gover~~os of Fgug-t'ien May 3 A A A "  . % 

' .. - '+' 
I 9  

PUBLIC SERVICE . ' .. 4 .L 

............ Sh6n Pao-@&ng-Report on his state of health 
D o . granbed further sick-leave ............... 
Do . atate of health .............................. 

Ting Pao-chbng-Hands over cliarge in Shautuug ...... 
Do . arrival at  Peking. eto. .................. 
Do . audience of leave ........................... 

Ting Jih-ch'aug-Graiited three mouths' cong 6 ............ 
Do . extension of leave ........................ 

Fdng Tsun.kwang. granted one gear's lesve ............. 
Ch'ang Shan. Maiichu Com . .in.cbief. Dauton. ill.healtb ... 
Ho Kiug takes office a t  Foochow ............................. 
Li Han-chang-Arrival in Sza-ch'wan ........................ 

Do . depar tu~e from Sze-oh'wan ............... 
Do . takes offiee in Hugeb ........................ 

..................... Li Hung.tsao-In mourning retirement 
.............................. Li Ming-ch'ih-Arrival a t  Pekirig 

Do . commendsd for Services a t  Hwkow ... 
............ Do . cierrired to haaten to his post 

................................ hlei K'i-chao-Visit to Peking 
Do . takes office aa Goveriior of Chehkiang ... 

P'an Ting-siii siimmoiied to Peking ............ ...,.. ......... 
Yuan Pao-heug grrtnbed two nioaths' cangti ............... 
P'an Wei solicits reeuiployrnent .............................. 
Ta6ng Rwoh-tsuan takea office as Governor of Sliansi .... 
Ts%ng Ki-tshh-Period of mourning ended ................. 

Do . arrived a t  Peking .......................... 
Yang Yoh-piug granted four montha' cong-4 ............... 
W u  Ta-t'ing to he redmployed aa Siiph . of Customs ...... 
Hü Kgng-shBii rekppointed Secretary to Grand Couiicil . 
W u  T'ang. late Gov..CTen. of Sze.~h'wan. eulogium of ... 

............... Sheng Yu-hwai ordered to serve in Hupeh 
W u  T'ing-fQng granted insigoia of 3rd rank .............. 
V 6 n  Keh. Governor of Shantung. audieuce ............... 
Tsiang Yih-li-Posthumous hoiioiirs bestowed ............ 
Ts6ug Pih-kwang-Memorial temple ereated ............... 
Liu Show-t'u-Dismissal trom osce  in Shansi ............ 

Do . Enquiry and protest .......................... 
Do . do . do ............................ 

Tsdng Kwoh-fan-Memorial temple erected ............... 
Kung Yih-tu-Leave of abeence. etc ......................... 
K'iao Sung-nien-Canonlzation solicited ..................... 
Wang WQii-ahao-Summoned to Peking ..................... 
Cbu IC2i.chao-On special service in Shansi ............... 
K'ung Ling-i succeeds to Confucian dukedom ............ 

Jan . 1 . 
April 15 . 
May 8 . -7 
Jan . 7 . M U  
Jan . 16. 19. 
Feh . 6 . 
Aug . 13. 25. 
Dec . 14. 29. 
Peb . 12. Mar . 5 .  
Jan . 6 . 
May 15 . 
Jat1 . 8 . 
Feb . 26: 
April 21 . 
Ocb . 31. Nov .20. 
April 8. 26. 
April 20 . 
May 16 . 
Peb . 2. 22 . 
July 12 . 
Oct . 6 . 
June 14. July 1. 
?March 5 . 
Jnly 5 . 
July 21 . 
Aug . 24. 26. 
Oct . 2 . 
Nov . 2 . 
May 2 . 
May 15 . 
May 16 . 
Juiie 19 . 
Aug . 28 . 
Sept . 1 . 
sBpt . 6 . 
Sept . 11. 27. 
Oct . 9. 26. 27. 
Nov . 19 . 
Oot . 20 . r. 1 

! - Aug . 4. Oct . 6 . . - - . . 
Oct . 16 . 3 
Nov . 23. 1 

Dec . 16 . 
Oct . 23 . 



< .  ix 

C + 

Yang Yu-k'o removes liia home fmm Yiinnan to Huiian Aug . 29 . 
Camphorwood timber for junk-building .................... Jan . 1 . 
Suicide of lekivt collector in Kwangtuug ..................... Jaii . 6 . \ - . P 

Supts . of Customs. etc . forbidden to  employ personal . J 

retainers ................... .. ......................... Jan . 11 . - 
i Attempt to bribe Governor of Fokhien .................... Jan . 15 . 1 

District Magistrates in Chihli casliiered ..................... Jan . 11 . 
Civilian functiouary drowned in Yangtsze rapids ......... Jan . 21 . 
Family coniiection of Governor of Kweichow ............... Jau . 23 . 
Coiitribution of arms by late Hoppo a t  Canton ............ Jan . 31, Peb . 24 . 
Ilecree enjoiniug iniproved administration .................. Feb . 1. 22 . .  
Son of Lit . Chancellor of Cliehkiang-retirement ........ Feb . 4 . 
Son of Yang Yoh-pin proceeds to Yunnan .................. Feb . 22 . 
Fuiieral hoiiours to Ts'ungshlh ................................ Feb . 24 . 
Goveriior of Shantung cenaured for clerical error ......... Mar . 5,30 . 
Board of Punishmeuts do . do . do . - ....... Dec . 31 . 

... Censor reprimanded for error in elevation of character Attg . 23 . 
Geiieral FBng Tsze-ts'ai-Protest agaiiist mis-atatement Mar . 14, 29 . 

Do . do . visit to Peking, deferred ...... April 1 8 , s  June . 
Intrigue to obfain appoiiitment in Kweiohow ............ Mar . 16 . 
Censor Sung Lin on reforma iri admiuistration ............ Mar . 17, 31 . 

Do . Sheit Hung on calamitous state of affairs ......... Aug . 1,13 . 
Do . Hu Pitigche on neglect of duty .................... Aug . 13, 25 . 

. . Calamitous state of affairs,- advice called for ........... Oct 19 
Censor's memorial on abuses in Board of Works ......... Oct . 24, 27, Nov . 9* 

. . Inefficieiicy and corruptioo in liigli places .................. Nov 7 
. . Decree cciisuriug laxity of heads of departntents ......... Dec 7 

Cenaor Tdng K'iiig-lin on admiuistrative reform ... , ... Dec . 11, 29 . 
Do . Hu Ping-che on corruptioii and rapacity ............ Aug. 13 . 
Do . Ho Show.tsze, recommeiida reform .................. Oct . 5. 22 . 

Secretary to Gov..Geii. Li Hung-chang rewarded ......... June 30 . 
Nominees for Censorilhips ......................... .. ........ Oct . 8 . .  . Malpracticea in Imperial houseliold .......................... April 4 

......... Do . .  in Formosa ; piinishment iuflioted May B . 
... .. Do . ar' an 06ciai iu H&ii.tli~o „ ... C „ Maz 14, 

DO . in connection with remissions of taxation . May 30 . 
. .................. Do . in bestowal of appointmeiits July 22 

. . .................... . Do in famine relief measures Aug 13 
...................... . Do . do . do Oct. 6,23 

. . ....................... Do . by officials in Ngaiihwei Dec 20 
. .................................... Do . in FQng-t'ieu May 16 
. ....................................... Do . in Kiangsu .M ay 24 
. ............ . Do of military commissary a t  Kalgan June 5 

. . .................... Do . of Magistrate in Nganhwei NOT 19 
. ... . Do in Honan,- exactions froin Salt traders July 16, 28 

. ..................... Defalcations of Magistrate in Shatitung April 5 
. . ....................... Do . do in Shansi July 14, 24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Yo Sub-prefect in do Aug 15 

. . .............................. . . Do Opium-tax collector Oct 1 
........................... . Do Prefect in Chehkiang June 27, July 12. 

. .................. Extortiou-Magistrate seuteuced to death OcL 26 
. . ...... . Condcmiied crimiual at  Pekiiig-appeal in extremis Oct 12, NOV 1 . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Officials cashiered, etc., a t  Soochow April 1 



. ...................... ials cashiered. &C.. in Kiangeu ..... April 7 
in Kweichow ....................... April 11 . 

. ..................... in Kwangtung April 14 
........................... in Kiangsu June 22 . 

Do . do . in Kwanntuna ..................... AUE . 2 . 

I 
. 

....................... . . I DO . do . in See-ch'wau Aug 10. 20 
Do . do . in Hupeh .......................... Sept . 13 . 

. Do . do . in Chihli .............................. Dec . 10 . .  . .  
Do . do . in do .............................. 

............... ... ...... Do . do . in Shansl .. .. 
....................... ' Do . do . in Fuhkien .... 

L DO . do . in Yünnan .................... ..... 
........................... - ' Do . do . in Hupeh 

. Titles conferred on Grand Secretaries ........................ 
Privilege of riding within Palace preciucts .................. 

... Compulsory retirement of officials when in mourning 
............... Block of promotion among Hanliu graduates 

.................. Official reinstated. on capture of prisoner 
Literary graduate of mean origin deprived of hia Status 

.................. Sons of official underling deprived of rank 
Rank obtained under false preteuces ........................ 

.................. Ex-official expelled from positiou aa clerk 
Clerk in Shansi. enquiry into coudnct ...................... 
Prefect of T'ai-yüan Fu  degraded .............................. 
Official prisoner arrived a t  place of baniahment ............ 

................................... Coinage operations postponed 

................... ......... Poppy cultivation in Shansi ....... 
New eeal of office for Kobdo commaud ..................... 
Exchange of office between sub-prefects ..................... 

.............. ... Do . do . Taotais !. ... .. 
Government lauds farmed in Chihll ........................... 
Mulcts inflicted on high officials ............................. 
Judicial arrearrt in Fuhkien .......................... ......... 

............... Do . abuses in Fukhien. proposed reform ... .... Do, arreara in F4ng-t'ien „.. ..... „.„.„.„. „. ..... 
Renewed inquest to be held in Amur ........................ 
Libel case iu Chehkiaug .......................... ... ............ 
Suspicious death of a prisouer at  Peking ..................... 

.................. Yam&u at Nan-chang F u  destroyed by fire 
........... Magazine a t  Kwei-gang F u  struck by lightiug 

Oct . 2 8 . -  
Oct . 30 . 
Deo . 20 . - 
Nov . 7 . 
Nov . 10 . 
April 2 . J !  

June 2 . 
Dec . 21 . 
Deo . 27 . 
April 22 . 
April 9 . 
May 3, 18 . 
Sept . 6, 17 . 
May 23 . 
May 2 . 
Oct . 28 . 
June 7 . 
Nov . 3 . 
Oct . 13, Nov . 3 . 
Sept . 6 . 
Sept . 26 . 
June 22, Ju l  J 7 . 
Aug . 15 . 
Sept . 1 . 
April 10 . 
April 14 . 
Mo: 5. 
June 7 . 
Oct . 17 . +' 
Sept . 8. 21. 
April 16 . 
June 19 . 

.................................... Famine refugees in Kiangsu 
......... Abnses in bestowal of relief-Censior's memerial 

. . . . . . . . . .  Relief measures in Shansi- do . do 
Do . do . Kiangsu ..................... .. ......... ..... 

.......................................... Do . do . Honan 
.................................... Do . do . Hwai-ngan 

....................................... Do . do . Kiangsu 
................... Do . do . Nganhwei ..... ......... 

Do . do . Honan .................... ........ ............ 
.......................................... Do . do . Shansi 

Jan  . 11 . 
Jan . 15 . 
Jau . 22. Feb . 4 .  
Jan . 22 . 
Jan . 24 . 
April 3 . 
April 19. 
May 5 . '  
May 5 . '  
June 2, 30, July 14 . 



............ . . . . . . . . . . . .  EelleE measurea in Kiangsit ... 
.................................. . . Do do Fuhkiem 

................................. . . Do do Kwangtung 
............................ Oficer aent to aasiat at Tientsin .. 
............................ Btate of affairs in north Kiangsu 

.................. Floods in Fukhien-further subscription 

.................. . Do at Kalgan-destruction caused by 
......... Proposal to allot wanite-landa among aufferers .... 

..................... Locusts. meaaures for their destruction 
D0 . do . do . ..................... 

........... .................... . Chihli-Tls 214. 344 subscribed ... 
Do . .  76. 050 do .................................. 

..................... Abuaes in connection with famine relief 
D0 . do . do ...................... 

Shantung-Report on relief of distress ..................... 
..... Do . remisaion of revenue .................... .. 

.............................. Shansi-Report on state of affairs 
Do . Tls . 200. 000 allotted ................................. 
Do . proposal to ralae tunds for relief .................. 
Do . do . d o . do ................... 
Do . Yen ~ing-min~-ani Commiaaioner .................. 
Do . Distress. and prices of graiu ....................... 
Do . Arrangements for diatributing relief ............ 
Do . High Commiasioner's report ...................... 

....................... . Do Report on atate of affairs .... 
Do . Extent of famine-proposed sale of oinces ...... 

Shausi and Honan-Tla . 400. 000 and 40. 000 pcla . grain 
Do . do . Addltl . graut of 40. 000 „ do . 
Do . do . do . 160. 000 ., do . 
Do . do . Li Huug-chang's report ............... 

........................ . Honan-Tls 147. 900 granted for relief 
.................. Do . Imperial commiasion of enquiry 

............ Do. Li Hoh-nien appointed Oommiasioner 
....... ................ . Do Relief agencies opened ..... 

......... . Do Wu Ta.Ch'8ng and others sent to assist 
............ . Do Staße of affairs ; number of distressed 

Shenni-Revesar callection posbp~ned ....................... 
..... .................. . Do Taels 50. 000 granted ..... 

.................... . Do Land-tax collection postponed 
. ........................ Do Measures for supply of grain 

... .................. 
.................. 

Chihli-Li Hung-chang's report ..... 
.................. . Peking-Rise in cost of necessaries of life 

Do Censor's propoaal for iasue of rioe 
..................... . Do Provision for famine refugees 

.................. Do, Malpractices in purohases of rice 

.................. . . Do Household registratiou proposed ............... 3 . 

Kwangtung-Funds for importabions of rice 
.................. . Do Prlvste importationa of rice 

W MILITARY BEFAIRS . 
........................... F Inspection of Yangtsze naval forces 

.................. Desertion of an instruotor of foreign drill 
............................. Triennial inspectiona to be held 

July 7 . 
July 13 . 
Oct . 29 . 
Oot . 10 . 
July 7 . 
Jnly 10 . 
Bug . 16 . 
Nov . 24 . 
Oct . 17 . 
Nov . 18. 27. 
June 30 . 
Deo . 28 . 
Aug . 13 . 
Oct . 6. 23. 
Oot . 16 . 
Nov . 27 . 
J une 2 . 
June 30 . 
Aug . 12 . 
Aug . 14. 30. 
Oct . 13. Nov .29. 
Nov. 22 . 
Nov . 30 . 
Deo. 20 . 
Nov . 12 . 
Oct . 29. Nov .14. 
Oot . 3 . 
Oot . 7 . 
Oct . 15 . 
Nov . 13 . 
Aug . 26. Sept. 3. 
Oct . 6, Dec . 6 . 
Oob . 23 . 
Deo . 1 . 
Dec . 2 . 
Deo . 3 . 
July 17. 28. 
Nov . 26 . 
Nov . 11 . 
Dec . 14 . 
Nov . 14 . 
Oot. 26 . 
Nov . 9. 22. 
Nov . 22 . 
Nov . 22 . 
Nov . 10 . 
Nov . 17 . 
Nov . 18 . 

I 

Jan . 12. Nov .3.  
Jan . 21 . 
Mar . 24 . 



inspection in Chihli .................................... Mar . 2 5 , 3  May . 
garrison of Ch'6ng-tu increased ..................... April 17 . 

ny of Manchu offir-ers and men in Sungaria ......... Mag 4. 20 . 
ciency and cortuption iu Forinosa ........... „ ....... May 8 . 

Arrears of pay wiped out in Kweichow ..................... May 9 . 
Pay of field force in Kirin .............................. .. ..... May 14 . 
Alloged malversation by Colonel .............................. May I 5  . 
Tour of inspeotion by P'&ug +-lin .......................... May 30 . . i Compulsory retirement of superannueted officets ......... June 4 . 

W General Wei Taohpang retires in Kwangtung June 8 . ............... . . U' - 
I ............................. . . * “  - . . Embezzlement by Batiner bfficials June 18. July  4 1 

: I -  . - - Review of troops of Yellow River brigade .................. June 19 . 
Military inapection in Kansuh postpnned ................. Jlily '7 . .. 1 I -  . 

. Eulogy on deceased Brigade-(Xeueral Ma Fuh-cheu ...... July 23 . 
Degradation of Colonel ab Barkul ...................... ..... Aug . 18 . .  . O5cials of naval Service oaahiered in Hupeh ............... Sept . 13 . 

1 Artillery ponies for Chihli forces .............................. Oct . 5 . - 8 ........................ . . Arms and Krupp guns for Manchurin Oct 19 I 

L Mutiny of irregulars in Shensi ............................ ..... NOV . 22 . 6 . .  ........................ . . ,, " Donation of p a i  to  troops a t  Peking Nov 23 
. . .................. PJ6ng Yit. Brigade-General in Rwangtung Jan  22 

Ynng Luh. Captain.Genera1 of Gendarmerie .............. Feb . 18 . 
. ............... . Mu.t'u.shen. Lieut -General a t  Tsing'chow May 20 . ...... - K'ing Ch'un. Mai~ohu General-in*hief a t  Focschow Mag 19 

. . H6ng Hun. Military Gdvernor of Uliaautai ............... Aug 20 - Do . Manchu General-in-chief in Sze-oh'wan ...... Sept . 14 . 
. Ch'un Fnh. Military Governor of Uliasutai ............... 8ep t  . 14 . . . Mu.t'u-shen. Military Lieht .. Governor of Ch'ahar ...... Sept 14 

. ...... . Yiiig Han. Do . do . Urnmts'i Nov 5 . . Yang Yii.k'o. Brigade-General in Kwztngtung' ............ Oct . 13. Dec 31 
. . ............... Chang T&h.luhJ du . Kweiehow Obt 13 
. . .................. Li  Wei.shuh. do . Kwangsi Oct 13 

W n  ICwang.liang. do . Taiwan .................. Se@% . 30 . .  
[See also Bungaria.] . 

ERISON AEFAIRS . 
$6 of detentiorl fur wiks@wg=in Kwangsi ..„.„.I Mar . 29, 

. ............... C D 0. do . Honan April 1 . . ......... Do . do . Kwangtung Aug 21 
. . ............... Do . do . Shansi Oot 3 

............ . . Do . do . Kiangai Oct 21 
. . ............ Chihli-Escape of one prisoner in Chao Chow Jan 20 

. ........... Do . Trial ordered in oonaequenoe of escape April 21 
. ............ Do . Murder aud escape by four prisoners 'May 10 

. . ......................... Shantung-Escape of one prisoner , Oct 1. 16 
. . . ..................... Shansi-Escape of prisoner under escort Jan  21. Feb 28 

. . ........................ Kiangsi-Trial for escape of prisoner Mar 22 
. . ................................. Hupeh-Escape of one prieoner Ocb 9. 25 

. . ........................ Sze.ch'wan-Escape of two prisoners Aug 10 
........................... . Kweichow- Do of one prisoner May 23. 

Kwangsi-Trial for eacape of prisoner ........................ June 5 . . -  

Peking-Prisoner in Board of Punishmeuts. ~iuspicious 
.................................................. . . death Bept 8,21 

n 1 -  . _ I r  . 
-'I 

1 



' *,,Y? ; ' 
X - .P- 1V.-INSTRUCTION, WORSHIP, A N D  USAGES. 

PUBLIO INSTRUOTION. , . I L 'I rr r 
......... Provincial Examiners forbidden to travel by sea Jan. 13. 

........................... Proposal for universal competition Feb. 22. 
Octogenarian candidates in Shantung Jan. 13. 

- 
........................ 

................. e ........................ 

II . 
Do. do. in Kwangsi, etc. Mar. 13. 

iI 
I h . .  

Do. do. in Chehkiang Mar. 16. 1 1  , q ! 
..................... Do. do. in Eiangsi, etc. April 16, 30. 

eking Examination-Candidates admitted April 7, 8. 
;I P 

............... 
................. Do. do. Examiners named April 17. * '  :k 

. .  ........................ Do. do. Themes issued April 23, 26. - I  

..................... Do. do. List cf graduates May 9. r. . 
Haiilin Graduates-Date of examination ..................... May 12. 
Manchu Examinations- do. ..................... May 25. 
Palace Examiuation-List of competitors .................. May 30. I I '1 

Do. Date 6xed .............................. June 1. 
ighest honours of 1877 .......................................... June 6. . I  i 

Mancliu essay rejected,-examiriers censured ............... June 4. U \ 
Appoiiitments for Hanlin probationers.. ..................... June 9. . i I I 1 I I 'L P . Preceptors for do. cio. ........................ ~ u n e  11. 1 . I 1  F 

I Disorderly conduct of candidates .............................. June 21, July 5. r C  i 

............... . Rank conferred upon pa.kung graduates, etc. Aug. 10. 1 11 'I 
............. I Aborigines in Kwangsi admitted to degreea : Aug. 25. . I 

Appointments bestowed on tsin-she graduates ............ Aug. 28. 
............... . College of practical instruction a t  Foochow Sept. 25, Oct. 10. 

Candidates in Kweichow punished for Bmeute ............ Sept. 29. 
........................... Examiners for military competition Nov. 25. 

............ Abuses in examination system in Kwangtung Nov. 25, Dec. 6. 
WORSHIP. ".I 

t ; ;I I Prayers for rain a t  Peking ..................................... July 16. 
Do. do. in provinces Oct. 17. , ' I  .................................. 

..i Do. do. do. .................................... Oct.26. ' I ;' 
- ,  Do. do. do. .................................... Nov. 8. 

Do. for Snow a t  Peking ....................................... Dec. 26. I 

TEMPLES. 
I 1  

t I 

emorial temple to Governor Ts'ien Ting-ming ............ Jan. 4, 15. ' 

Do. do. General Cli'eng Hioh-k'i ............... Jan. 11. , 8 

Do. do. Wbu Siang, etc. a t  Moukden ......... Jan. 29. . .  
Do. do. Governor Tsiang Yih-li ............... Sept. 1. 

antern masts for Temple of Heaven ........................ Beb. 16, Mar. 7. 
.................. storation of Chao Chung Sze a t  Peking Mar. 20. 

emorial boards for temples of Yellow River Gcds ...... Mar. 18, April 3. 
Do. do. do. God of War ............... Mag 9. 
Do. do. do. River God in Sze-ch'wau July 5, 17. . , 
Do. do. do. God of Yellow River ... Nov. 6. , 4 4 -  
Do. temple of Yunnan F u  Sept. 14. 11 ? .  .............................. 

I 
VIRTUOUS AND DISTINGVISHED FENALES. =. 

I -. ....................... Filial conduct of a lady a t  Choh Chow 86" "- 
" 1 

Honours to a centeiiariau lady at  Peking ..................... ne 15, July 3. .. 6 

. . . . .  Meritorious conduct of two,bereaved coi~cubines June 27. P Grand-mother of Vice.President Yian Pao-li6iig . . . . . .  June 14, July 1. . .  I 



I 2 "" , I .  ' /  6'Sm>ERsTITION. . 
.............................. g superstition in Kiangsi 

..................... V Besage from wind on New-Year's Dsy 
............... I Alieged witchcraft-executions in Kiangsu 

Lama dignitary restored to privilege of transmigration 
... Protection vouchsafed by God of War at Kieh-yang 

........................ lidn(~ Xhud trees ab Imperial mausolea 
........................ Honours to River God in Sze-ch'wan 

.............. Interposition of God of the Sea in Kokonor 
Do. Dragon God at Nanking ..................... 

.............................. Do. deity in Fuhkien 
..................... Thrtnksgiving for safety of Grand Ganal . . 

METEOROLOGY. - 
....................................... I P,' . Fall of Snow ab Peking 

Do. rain do. .......................................... 
I Do. do. do. .......................................... 

.................... 1 Drought at Peking-prayers for rain .... 
.................. - W Fall of rain at  Peking ; and thanksgivin4 

............ ............................ Do. do. do. .. 
...... ............... I Famine, and propitiatory services .... 

.................. Fall of Snow at  Peking, and thanksgivihg 
[See Worship.] 

r :  ) I .  - 

Jan. 1. 
Feb. 15. 
Feb. 24, 
Mar. 31. 
May 9, 31. 
June 26. 
July 5, 17. 
Sept. 26. 
Oot. 14. 
Nov. 22. 
Deo. 1. 

L'. .' *b 11.4 r -  

V.-EXTERNAL RELATIONS. 
- 

Jan. 2, 25. 
Mar. 21, April 10. 
April 25. I I 

July 16. . . . W  

July 26. 
Aug. 6. 
Oct. 8. 
Nov. 16. 

British Consul at Ohefoo, and shipwmcked Liu-ch'iuans 
Religious toleration-decree enjoining ....................... 
Tientsin massacre-reference to at a triaI .................. 

..................... German naval officer-visit ab Nanking 
Foreign Consuls at  Hankow-relatious with ............... 
European expedition looked for in Tibet ..................... 
Hongkong, Maoao, and foreigu trade in Kwangtung ... 
Ruasiane, negotiations with concerning Ili in 1871 ...... 

................... ............... Krupp guns for Manchuria .. 
Yamen of Foreign Affairs-decree referring to ............ 
School of Languages-pupil graduated, &C. ............... 
Foreign affairs transacted by Gov.-Gen. Li Hung-chang 
Foreign loans, first mention of ................................ 

Do. loan for famine relief, proposal vetoed .......,. 
........................ Do. do. proposal for in Yunnan 

........................... Do. do. bonds due in Hupeh 
.............. Boreign tariff, its effect on Native Oustoms 

Foreign relations at  I-chaug .................................... 
......................... ...... DO. ao. ao. ... 

Do. do. W6nchow ........................... ..... 
................................ Do. do. Shanghai 

.................................... Do. do. Tientsin 
Do. do. Newchwang ............................. 

....... Do. do. Foochow ..................... ... 

Jan. 7, June 4. 
Feb. 1. 
May 15. 
May 8. 
April 20. 
June 18. 
June 26. 
oct. 9. 
Oot. 19. 
Nov. 7. 
Nov. 13. 
June 30. 
Sept. 2. 
Nov. 13. 
Sept. 29. 
Nov. 24. 
Nov. 24. 
April 20. ' 
May 20. 1 

, &kl 

June 1. 
June 12. 
June 16. 
July 26. 
Sept. 1. 



. ....................... Assiatant envoy to Japan-audience April 7 
. . Departure of mission to Japan ................................. Aug 29 

COREA. LIU.OH'IU, AND ANNU . 
. . ..... Shipwrecked Coreans senk by mistake to Foochow Jan 12 

. .................. Froutier.guard on Corean-Chinese border April 4 
. ............ Extradition of a Corean apprehended in Kirin May 14 

. . Bhipwrecked Chinese sent back from Corea ............... Sept 18. 21 
. . Autumn patrol of Corean frontier .............................. Dec 30 

. Liu.ch'iuans, eight shipwrecked persons a t  Chefoo ...... Jan . 7 , 4  June 
. . . . Do . twenty-five do do a t  Foochow ...... Jan 23 

Do . twenty-three do . do . do . . . . . . .  April 15 . 
Do . fourteen do . do . do . . . . . . .  April 15 . 
Do . eiglit do . do . do . . . . . . .  Aug . 3 . 
Do . thirteen do . do . do . . . . . . .  Ocb . 14 . 

. . Aiinamese tribute mission in Kwangsi ....................... Jan 11 
Do . do . iii Eionan ........................... May 26 . 1 , -  

Do . do . in Peking ........................ May 25 . 
TIBET . 

. . Kalon appointed ab Lassa .................................... Feb 16 
. . .............. Lama restored to privilege of transmigration Mar 31 

. Return of tribute mission vi Si.ning .................... .... May 30 
. Expected adveiit of European mission ........................ June 18 

........................................ . Commissaries ab Hlari, etc dune 18 
. Tribute mission from Tibet ................................... July 21 

. . Reo'mbodimenb of Nom6u 'Hau ............................... July 25, Aug 29 
Do . do . do ............................... Sept . 7 . 

. . Appointment of a Colonel ...................................... Aug 23 

. . Deceased nephew of Dalai Lama ............................. Sept 4 

SUN~ARIA (ILI) AND KASH~ARIA . 
. . Manas-failure of attnok in Febriiary, 1876 ............... Jan 2. 11 
. . Do . captiire of, iii November, 1876 .................... Jan 14. 25 

Hami-Urgent military needs ................................ Mar . 28 . 
........................ . . Do . disposal of Dutigaui prisonors Aug 23 

. . Do . Princess of the Mussulman tribe .................. Aug 23 

. . .......... Barkul-Safety of communications irnperilled Aug 19 
. ..................... Urumts'i-. Poh Ch'ang appointed t'i.tuh Mag 28 

. ... . . Do . Ying Hau appointed Mi1 Lieut .. Governor Nov 5 
Tarbagatai-proposal for garrison troops from Kansuh June 14 . 

. . Do . irregiilarities among Turguts .................. Sept 10 
. . Do . returns of graiii harvested ..................... Oct 9 
. . Yung Ts'uan haiided over seal of office ..................... Nov 26 

Campaign in Kashgaria-Lieut:Governor of Shaiisi 
impeached .................................. Aiig . 23, Sept . 2 . 

. Turfan-Recapture of ...................................... ....).. June 23 
. . . ............... Karashar- Do and advance of army Dec 4 , 2 8  

........................ . . Wounded soldiery aent to their homes Oct 8 
. . Distinctions ccnferred for financial services .................. Oct 12, 30 
. . Proposed suspension of remittances from Shaiisi ......... Deo 5 

.............. . . Officials sent to assist Tso Tsung-t'ang .......... Deo 26 



Arsenal in Shantiing-officials commended .................. Jan . 3. 7 . . Do . Sze-ch'wan-to be founded ..................... Jan 7 
. S ü  Kien-yin, recoumended by promotion .................. July 15 . Services of deceased Brigade-General Ma Fuh-chein ...... July 23 

. . Steam-launches for river patrols in Kwang-tung ......... Aug 23 . . Steam-guuboats in Chehkiang ..................... .. ........ Sept 1 
. . Steam-tranaport Wan-Wien-Ts'ilag .............................. Jan 3 , 7  
. . Directors of C . M . S . N . Company commended ............ Feb 24 
. . Copper freights by  G . M . S . N . Company's steamera ...... Sept 1 

VL.MANCHURIA. MONCOLIA. AND PROVINCES . 

Shbn-klug-Officlal impeached for misconduct ............ 
Do . Arrangements on Corean frcntier ............ 
Do . New districts on eastern border ............... 
Do . Salb tax imposed ................................... 
Do. Proposed reform in judicial arrears ......... 

.................. Do . lnquests and illegal exactions 
Do . Increase of lekin on aalt ........................... 
Do . Squatter lands on eaiqtern border ............ 
Do . Arms and Krupp guns obtained ............... 
Do . Recriminatiop between Manchu cfficials ... 

............ Do . Arrangements for new Prefecture 
...... Klrin-Gold hunters and sqiiatter sovereign, Han 

............... Do. Gorean apprehended among brigands 
........................ Do . Pecuniary relief to field foroe 

.. ............ Dc . Oommisaary a t  Petune cashiered- ..:,. 
............ Do . Murder of a woman and four children 

... Do . Fraudulent reports of success against banditti 
Do . Rewards for operations against gold hunters ... 

................................. Do . Ming Ngan takea office 
Do . Offioials degraded for cowardice, &C ................ 

.............................. Do . Hurricane a t  San-sing 
Do . Successfnl operations against banditti ............ 
Do . Inqueste and Cnstoms' duties-abuses ............ 

..................... Heh-lung Kiang-Inapection of troops 
Do . Brigands captured near Pa-yen Su-au 
Do . Official arrived a t  place of banishment 
Do . Mounted brigands a t  Pa-yen Su-su 
Dc . Cattle-lifting raida ....................... 

Jan . 27 . 
April 4 . 
April 5 . 
May 11 . 
May 15 . 
May 16 . 
July 11 . 
Sept . 18. 22. 
Oct . 19 . 
Dec . 9 . 
Deo . 21 . 
May ll'? 28, 29 . 
May 14 . . B  

May 11 . 
June 7 . 
June 7 . 
July 13 . 
Aug . 14 . 
Aug . 23 . 
Sept . 2 . 
Nov . 16. 28. 
Dec . 8 . 
Dec . 11. 29. 
Jan . 19 . 
April 15 . 
June 7 . 
Sept . 10. 23 . 
Sept . 30 . 

Jeh-ho-Inspeotion of hunting grounde .................... 
........................... Kalgan-Disaster through floods 
.............................. Urga-Munitions of war supplied 
.............................. Do . Assistant Imperial Agent 
.............................. Uliaciutai-Cost of repairing walls 
............................. Ulan Ch'ap league-irregularities 

Kokonor-Durbar of noblea, &C ...................... ......... 
Extortions by officer of Imperial guards ..................... 
Oenuuai of droves and herds in Imperial paaturages ...... 

July 9 . 
Ang . 16. 30. 
Jan . 13 . 
Sept 29 . 
May 24 . 
Sept . 9. 21. 
o c t  . 12 . 
June 25. Sept . 
Sept . 9 . 



xvii 

TEE P R O ~ C E S  . 
Chihli-See Drought. &C . 
Shantung-Governor WBn K l h  arrived a t  Peking Aug . 3 . a ...... 

. . ............... . Do . do . do takes office Oct 19 
Do Eulogy upon former acting-Governor Oct 11 

- : "e I! . . ......... . 
Honan-Commission tf Enquiry .............................. Oot . 6. Deo . 6 . I 

. ... . Do . Yilau Pao-h&ng sent as relief Commissioner Dec 12. 25 
...... . . . Do . Governor and Lieut -Goveruor dismissed Dec 14. 23 

. . ................. Do . Report of commission ot enquiry Deo 24.26 
Shansi-Lieue.-Governor denounced by Tao Taung-t'ang Ang . 23. Sept . 2 . 

Do . do . do do . Sept . 11. Nov . 19. bec . zs . 
. . Do . Censor's memorial on distress ........................ Sept 14. 23 
. . Do . Poppy cultivation ..................................... Oct . 13. Nov 3 

. Do . Suppression of brigandage ........................... Dec . 16. 17 
. . Do . High Commissioner's report ........................ Deo 20 

Do . See Drought. &C . 
. . .................................... . SLieiisi-Mutiny of irregulars Nov 22. Dec 5 

. Do . State of affairs-Governor's explanation ......... Nos . 26. Deo . 11. 17 
Do . Governor called to order ............................. Dec . 17 . ... 

I I 

Kausuh-Repair of walls of Lan.chow Fu .................. May 20 . 
. Do . Condition of proviiice and mil . organization ... June 14 

. ............................... Do . Tea-trade monopoly July 20. 30 
. . ....................... Do . Coinage operations deferred Nov 3 
. . ........................ Nganhwei-Sub-perfects a t  Ta-t'ung Sept 26 
. . .................................. Do . Plague of locusts Nov 19 
. . ......... Do . Malversation by District Magiatrate Dec 20 
. . .................. Do . Cuatoms' buildings at  Wuhu Dec 27 

. . ...... . Kiang~u-Grain-tax in Nanking districts remitted Aug 23. Sept 3 
. ......... Chhhkiang-Governor Mei K'i-chao takes office July 12 

. . Do . Endowment for charitable uses ............... Bug 31 
. . Do . Relative of Governor retired .................. Aug 31 
. . Do . Cantowse war-junks dismissed ............... Aug 31 

Do . Libel case .................................... .... Oct . 17 . 
Do . Sea-wall in Eangchow Bay ..................... Oct . 29 . 

. Fohkien-Wen Yih allowed to come to Peking ............ Jan . 12. 23 
. . Do . Attempt to  bribe Governor ........................ Jan 15 

. Do . Ting Jih-c'hang on judicial abuses ............... April 14 
.......................... .. Do . Famine reiief measures July 13 

. Do . Disaatrous fiood at  Fooahow ..................... July 5. 18 
. Do . Right of Summary execution ..................... July 18 

.............................. . . Do . Duty on rice remitted July 23. Aug 3 
. . Do . Prefect of Foochow ................................ Aug 3 . . Do . Governor Ting Jih-ch'ang-cong6 ............... Aug . 13. Oct 24 
. . Do . Judicial Commissioner takes office ............... Sept 1 

. . Do . College of practical iiistruction .................. Oct 10 
. . ......... Do . Taotai of Yen-Kien-Shao Intendancy Nov 25 
. . Do . Magistrate of Lo-yuan degraded .............. 6 Dec 20 

. . Formosa-Proposal to establish Governorship ............ Jan . 31. Feb 24 
. Do . Special allowance to Governor on visits ...... July 18 

Do . Reforms in admiiiistration ........................ Aug . 2 . 
Do . Execution for neglect of duty and oppression May 8 . 

. Do . Miacellaneous taxes abolished ......... ... ...... May 9 



osa-Ex-Colonel transported .............................. 
1. State of affairs on Eaat Coast ..................... 
. , Prefeot of North Formosa i..i.i.........i..i...ii 

wangtung-Disastrous floods ................................. 
do . do .......................... .... 

............ Do . House of detention for witnesses 
Do . Steam cruisera employed ........................ 
Do . Importations of rice .......................... .... 
Do . Tour of inspection by Supt . of Customs ... 

wangsi-General F6ng Tsze-ts'ai and state of affairs ... 
Do . Aborigines admitted to degrees ............... 

............... nnan-Outbreak among Lolos in Ta-li Pu  
Do . Penalties on officials of T96ng.ytieh, eto ....... 
Do . General-in-chief takes offioe ....................... 
Do . Rebuilding of walls and publio edifices needed 
Do . Supply of copper. ...................................... 

............ Do . Lieut . -Governor Tu Jui-lien arrived 
.......................... Do . Disturbances auppressed 

......... Do . Appointmeiit to prefecture of P'u-urh 
Do . Goverrior-General asks for two months' congb 

... do . asks permission to retire 
...... Do . General Yang Yii.kJo changes his abode 

... Do . Ex-Gtovernor Ts'aBu prospectively mulcted 
............ o . Geueral Yang Yii-k'o's benefactions 

...... Do . Duties remitted in aid of copper freights 
Do . Finaucial distress-proposed foreigu loau ...... 
Do . Governor P'an Ting-sin recalled ................. 

............ o . Copper supply for provincial minta 
Do . Insurgents in Yuu Chow captuned ............... 

... ............ ....... Do . Outbreaks suppressed \ .... 
................................. Do . Actiug Governor. etc 

........................... Kweichow-Arrears of military pay 
............... Do . Sale of titles' office in Shantuiig 
............... Do . Riot among literary candidates 

........................... . Do Abuses of lekin system 
.................. Sze-ch'wan-Tunghiang outrages ; report 

....... . do . do final report, &C 

......... Do . Lieut..Gov. Tu Ju-lien'a departure 
.............................. . ' Do Land-tax receipts 

...... . Do Gov..Gen. Ting Pao-ch6ng9s arrival 
......... . Do Officiab denounced and degraded 

...... . Do Alleged murder of tribal chiettainess 
... Do . Manchu Gen..iu.chief allowed to retire 
... Do. Salb monopoly-proposed new system 

......... Hupeli-Declared impoverishment of exchequer 
...................... . Do District Magistrate cashiered 

............ . Do Li Han-chang takes Covernor7s seal 
..... Do . Grain-tax comrnutation .................... .. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - G o v e r n o r  summoned to Peking ..................... 
EXPLANAT~RY NOTES . 

......... The mjn-kino in connection with converts 
@he Ministry of Xtate in Tibet ............................... 

June 26. Sepb .30.  
July 16. 28. 
AUE . 11. 21. 
 AU^. 21 . 
Bug . 23 . 
Oct . 29. Nov . 1 8 .  17. 
Dec . 26 . 
June 25 . 
Aug . 25 . 
Jan . 14 . 
Feb . 2. 24. 
Feb . 16. 18. 
May 11 . 
May 11 . 
June 16 . 
July 8. 20. 
July 18 . 
July 22 . 
Aug . 27 . 
Aug . 29 . 
Sept . 1 . 
Sept . 1 . 
Sept . 2 . 
Sept . 29 . 
Oct . 6 . 
Nov . 3 . 
Nov . 8 . 
Nov . 24 . 
Dec . 13 . 
May 9 . 
Sept . 21 . 
Sept . 29 . 
o c t  . 11 . 
Jan . 4 . 
Nov . 23. Dec . 8 .  
Jan . 9 . I ( I  

Mar . 8 . 
. 1 '  Y *  

July 2 . 
Aug . 10. 20. ' 1  

Aug . 20 . M '  

Sept . 13 . 
Oct . 11. Nov . 24 . 
Nov . 24 . 
Nov . 25 . 
Dec . 3 . 
Dec . 12 . 
Nov . 23 . 

Feb . 1 . 
Feb . 16 . 



Tne wacred Edict ...... .. ... ......... .....,... ................ Feb. 22. 
The equatter King, Han Pien Wai ... ... ... ... ... ... , ........ May 11. 
Ts'ien Yung.ts&ng, Secy. to Cfov..Cen. Li Hung-chang ... June 30. 
Taotai Ting She-pin and superstition ............ ............ July 17. 
Libationers of Imperial Academy ... ... ... ... .. .... ... ... .... July 22. 
Mission to Japan .. ..................... ......... .. ......... Bug. 29. 
Mourning to be observed for a mother ...... ..., ..........., Oct. 31. 
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Jan. 1st.-(I) The high authorities of 
Kiaiigsu memorialise presentirig a list, iii 
obedieiice to commaiids received, of tlie 
officials wlio have distinguislied tliemselves 
iii the operations against tlie iiisiirgent 
baiiditti kiiown aa tlie Fuli Fei $@B 
or Turban Brigaiids. A~ oiitbreak of 
tliese lawlens depredators took place in  
July last iii the Hai-aliow Prefectiire iii 
northern Kiaugsu, wliic~i was ayeedily 
nuppressed, arid the narnes of tlie civil 
military officials engaged iil tlie operatioIis 
wliicli resulted in tlie capture of tlie riiig- 
leaders arid the apprehensioii or slayiiig 

0f nnmber their followers, are 
sulmitted to the Tliroiie. 

(2) Sliaii Pao-cli6iig, Oovernor-General 
of tlie two Kiarig proviiices, memorializea 
forwarding a repreaeiitation on tlie iii- 
creased cost of cainptiorwood timbers 
required for tlie coiistructiori of man-of- 
war juriks at tlie two biiildiiig yards O E  
Naiiking arid Wu-cli'eiig (in tlie Poyaiig 
Lake ) Iii reply Lo a previous stateiiieiit 
to the aame effect, the Board of Works liad 
written decliiiiiig to recogriize aiiy iiicrease 
in tlie charge for mnterial in excess of tlie 
rates saiictioiied in 18ti9 Tiie ofti ials 
coiiceriied linve IIOW once more represeiiled 
tliat tlie supply of caiiiplior-wood Iias 
fallen off of late years, and miiat iieeds be 
broiiglit frorn iiicreasiiigly greater dis- 
taiices. Tlie yopiilatioii from aniotig wliom 
tlie liiiiber is yrocured, riioreover, is 
iiifliieiiced to so great an exteiit by the 
fdng shui siipersti~ii)ri, that larre offers are' 
iiecessary to iiiduce tliem to corue forward 
with siipplies. Aiiotlier reaaoii wliich 
coiitribiites to ttie enhancement of prices, 
eapecially a t  Nanking, is tliat ttie late 
Coveriior of Kialigsi, Liu Kw'eu-yili, 
obtaiiied saiictioii to a proposal he made 
iii 1872 that iio exemptioris from likin 
aliould be yranted oii ariy materiala wliat- 
soever wlien piiichased on Governmeiit 
accoiiiit for atiy of tlie proviiicial admiiiia- 
tratioris. Tlie cost wliich i t  is reqiiested 
may be saiictioned for tlie purcliase of 
tiruber oii account of the Nauking build- 

iIC, 
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ing yard is Tls. 6.9.0.2.9 per fang (squere 
chang 1). The price est im~ted on behalf of 
tlie Wu-cli'6iig establiameiit iri 7600 cash 
for tlie aarne quantity.-Saiictioued by 
rescript. 

(3) Slieii Pao-clieng, Goveriior-General 
of tlie two Kiang proviiicea, inemorinliees 
re~o"iirg tliat t'ie Stabe of liis health 
has conipelled hiin t0 place the 
discharge of his duties as preaideiit of tlie 
Military Exairiiiintioiis in the liaiids of tlie 
lieiiteiialit Governor (Fan-t'ai.) A detailed 
accouiit of liis syrnptoms, coiiiiected with a 
chro~iic ailrnent of tlie tliroat aiid cliest, 
is siibmitted, arid sanctiou to oiie moiitli's 
cong6 is asked for.-Granted by rescript. 

(4) Tlie high aulliorities of Kwangtung 
report tlie apprelierisioii of a certaiii per- 
sr~ii nanied Bwang Shih-ling Ta, aiid 
otliers, in the Kao-chow prefecture, for 
tlie offence of utilawfully ooiistituting 
tliernselves iiito a secret frateriiity. Eiglit 
prisoiiers have been arraigiied in all, from 
whose confessioiia i t  appears tliat upwards 
of forty persoiis hnd aasociated tliemselves 
togetiier, each coiitributiiig a siim of a few 
liiiiidred or a tliousaiid cnsti, wliich was 
placed in tliw liaiids of tlie leader to 
purcliase tlie inaterials fiir a feast. At  
tlie gatlieriiig Iliat eiisned, tliey pledged 
tliemselves to eacii otlier ae I)roaliers, adopt- 
iiig sncli desigriatioiis as tlie Sooiety of 
tlie Tliree-iii oiie ('l'riad), tlie Poor-arid- 
Needy Sooiety, tlie Paceiit's Society, arid 
tlie like. Hwang Sliili-ling Ta was elected 
by coniinoii coiiseiit as tlie Great Elder 
Brotlier ; aiid Iie proceeded to fabricate a 
doorway, by iiieaiia of bainboos stuck into 
tliegrouiid will1 paper pasted ovnr them, 
wliicli Iie cnlled tlie Mu Yang Ch'dng (the 
Wood-Willow City). He  fu~t l ier  built up 
a bridge witli tables aiid cliairs, and 
reqnired encli meiiiher of the fraternity to 
pass iiiider i t  iiito tlie city. Tlie objecta 
of tlie brotlierliood were declared to be 
mutual asaistaiice i i i  case of iieed, and 
coriimori coiitribiitioii towards tlie funeral 
expeiisos of aiiy fellow-member. After all 
hnd eateii aiid drurik, tlie meetiiig broke 
up. It is observed hereupon, that tiie 



wna made by order d the deyastmeat 
magistrate, aii cnniylaiut beiiig lodged witb 
Iiiiri, a ~ i d  five giiigsl Irgills, an l&qe as a: 
rnrtl's tliuz>ib, were taken out f ~ o m  kie 
slio~iider. Liu Hing, upen &bis, Eeprifiati 

ont shuating birda and httd acoidental& 
wolitided Ytri~ Bia'o-tsi i n  the ehe&, cttla 
htiat Che decsased mau Lhad aome by' his 
deatln llir~nyh ari eapnsuro of khe surfioa 
of the waiiird t a  t l ~ e  wld air alme days 
afterwardsa. Tlre appella~vt, dk~iied jrit$tioe 
laonlly, aougltt tu  obtaiq it bjr prawi~t- 
ing himself at Pekiiig.-feeferred back iir 
ths  usual maiiiier. 

was oue af kbe mrrriage 

I # 

I .  , . 



take note. Thelist of names is traiismitted 
herewith. 

Jan. 4th-(I) Sh6n Pao-cheng, Governor- 
General of the Two Kiang, aiid Wu Yrian- 
ping, Goverrior of Kiangsu, having joiritly 
memorialired reqiiesting that a title of 
canoriiratiori be conferred on the deceased 
Governor of Bonan, Ts'ien Ting-miiig, 
and that a special temple be ereoted in 
hoiiour of his memory, a decree is issued 
accediiig to ktiis' request, iri additioli to 
tlie liouoiim lieretofore conferred. 

(2). Wen Keli, acting Governor-General 
of Sze-cli'wao, inakes a report of circum- 
staiic~s additionally brouglit to light iii 
coiiiiection with the proceediiigs of tlie 
niilitary in the Tunghiaiig district (see 
Gazette8 of September, October aiid Novem- 
ber, 1876.) g e  received on tlie 29th 
September a despatcli from the Board 
of Piinislimaiits, corniriuiiicnting a copy 
ot the Iinperial decree issued on the 
3rd crf tliat moiith, in whicli a stringent 
e~iquivy was ordered iiito tlie circiim- 
staiicea alleged in the complaiiit of Yüan 
'I"iiig-kiao. A special officer was deputed 
hereupoii to proceed to tlie spot to make 
eriqiiiry, and liis report, received on his 
return to tlie provincial capital oii tlie 
19th November, is rs  follows :-Haviiig 
changed his style of dress oii Iiis arrival 
a t  Tuug-hiaiig, he made eiiqiiiries pri- 
vately iii all directioiis. He hands in 
a separate paper eettiiig forth tlie points 
iipon wliicli he lias elicited iio aiitheiitic 
yroof wliatever. Wliat haa beeii dis- 
covered is tliis :-Ai1 iiifnrit, less tbaii a 
year old, tlie cbild of a fainily iianied P'aiig, 
was carried away by tlie soldiers of oiie 
of tlie battalioris ; aiid a uiqii iiamed 
(>liao and several otliers of ilie Ta'ien- 
feiig stockaded village were woiiiided, 
tlioiigh not mortally, by some of tlie 
aoldiers. A niiinber of hoiises were hurnt, 
fiirthermore; but wlietlier tliis was the 
act of tlie lawless iiiliibitanfs or of tlie 
soldiery is varioiisly stated. Wliilst on Iiis 
joiiriiey toward Tliiig-liiaiig, the emis; 
sary happeiied to nieet Geiieral Li 
Yeo-lieng liiniself at tlie city of T'ung- 
chwan Fii, on his arrival tliere at  the 
head of his force. l'lie emissary observed 
a lady's cliair beiiig oirried iiito tlie 
i r i i i  where the Caiieral lodgad, aiid fouiid 
that he Iiad with Iiim a coiiciibiiie aiid 
tliree servirig womeii. 011 tlie followiiig 
day, the eiiiissary eiicoiiiitrred at the iiext- 
stage tlie other ii)criniiiinted offioial, Liii 
Tao-tsiirig, wlio liad witli liiiii two wives or 
coricubiiies, foiir cliildreii, aiid two 
serving warnen. These were all stated to 
bali~iig to Liii's family. Oii receipt of tliis 

report, the actiiig C ~ ~ e r i i o r - G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  ha9 
heen filled with amaseiiieiit tlie laxity 
of military discipliiie it betrrtys, iiot alerte 
iii respect of tlie toleratioii of outrages 
tlie part of tlie soldiery, but also iii the 
fact that officers iii uornmnild of troops 
should Iiave set at defiaiice the regulations 
which forbid tlieii to be accompaiiied 
by their farnilies wlieii oii active service. 
Peiiding fartlier eriqiiirp moreover, 
i t  iai impossible to feel assured that 
the persoiis in question were actiially 
what tliey are stated to Iiave beeil. 
The facta are broiight a t  oiice to the Im- 
perial notice, with a coiifessioii on the 
memorialist's Part of his own ~Iiortcofniii~ 
in having failed to discover therii earlier; 
and he requests tlixt tlie two officers in 
qoentioti niay be lianded over to Iiis suc- 
cessor to be tried aiid stripped of tlieir 
rank as may be iieedf~il. (For Rescript, 
see Qazette of Dec. 26th.) 

Jan. 5th.-(1) Tlie Governor of Clieh- 
kiang memorialirea reportiiig a furtlier 
stage in tlie proceediiigs in coiinection witli 
the alleged crise of murder of a liuobarid, 
wliicli lias beeii removed to Pekiiig for in- 
vestiyatioii (see Gazettes of Nov. aiid Dec., 
1875.) A decree was issiied on tlie 2iid 
Noveiiiber, 1876, directiiig, at tlie iiistarice 
of the Board of Puiiishnieiits, tlie actual 
reinaiiis of tlie deceased man, Kali 
P'iri-lien, to be forwarded to Pekiiig for 
examinatioii ; and, in conformity with 
tliis injunctioii, tlie coffin coiitaiiiing the 
reiriaiiis Iias been verified, aealed iip, aiid 
forwarded to tlie capital. On arrival 
tliere, i t  is to be deposited at a temple 
oiitside tlie East Gate. Tlie District 
Magistrate of Pu-liatig, who lias been 
tliispeiided from Iiis office, is likewiae 
ordered to Peking. 

(2) She Preliideiit of the Board of 
Works, Kw'ei-liiig, reports thtrt, Iiaviiig 
held a aiirvey, as cominanded by a decree 
dated tlie 20th Juiie last, of tlie Graiid 
Talilet Pavillon formiiig part of tlie 
Maiisoleiiin of tlie Emperor Sli~iii-che (tlie 
first of tlie M;iiicliii Sovereigiis of China, 
A D. 1644-1661), Iie lias drawii up speci- 
ficatioiis of tlie diti~eiisioiis aiid'style of 
work reqiiired, upori wiiicli estiiiiates have 
beeii prepared wcordiiig to tlie riiles of 
the Board, witli tlie result tliat an arriount 
iif Tls. 401,713 is tiie si i rr i  reqiiired for tlie 
restoratioii of tliis buildiiig. CoiitractorS 
of  approved ataiidiiig have beeu called iii, 
to wlioiri it was proposed, iii coiiformit~ 
witli precedeiit, to entrust tlle werk 011 

paymei~t of otia ~ i ~ i f  sf tlie estiiiiated coßt 
iii casli (tlie remttiiider beiiig tnken iii tlie 
vitlue of tlie old iriateriala) ; buh in t h b  
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Boocliow for repnirs. The Governor had Course of liis joiirney to the rollte by way 
,proved of tliis proceediiig, (N. B. Iii of She-riaii Fii (iri Huyeli) aiid S l i r l I l . k ~ i u ~  
ie reference to tlie Britiali Coiiaul, 0011- Fii (111 Sze-cli'waii). Tlie i i ~ o u i i t n i ~ ~ ~  crasaad 

taiiied iii tlie foregoing memorial, the text were deep iii siiow and tlie roads ateep 
as priiited in tlie G a ~ t t e  elevates the aiid circuitoiis. Soiiie delay was 
cliarncters Yiilg Kmh,-British,-to tlie cniised oii the way by illiiess broiigllt 
Iiead of tlie c~~liiinu. Tliis, iii a routiiie by tlie iiiclemeiicy of the wextlier, 80 thaL 
docurnent, is RII iiiiiovatioii in tlie direc- it was riot iintil tlie 8th Deceriiber tliat 110 
tion of due official courtesy.) reached Cli'dng-tu Pu. Tlie actirig Go- 

(4) In a Memorial, Ting Pao- vernor-Genera1 was unable t 14aiid over 
*i&ng repreieiiti that the Arsenal eatab cl'arle to liim .L once, o h  to hin 
lißlied at  the provincinl capital of bi i ig  eiigaged witli tlie niilitar~ examiiia. 
~Iiatltitng is ui1der the control of tlie ofn- ti<)il8, aiid wrote iiiforining hiiri thak 

tie had raceived 011 the 26th Novem~ 
cial iiamed Sü 5ien-~in &$&B, wliO ber tlie decree by whicli the niemorialisl 
iiiay be depended upon to develope i t  with is traiisferred to tire Governor-Generals~iip 
regular Progress arid 10 improve i t  Gon- of tlie two Hii provinces L i  Hari-cbang, 
tiiiuously by his mai~agement. Tlie menio- hereupon, witli expresaions of bis owu 
rialist, who iß now about to ~roceed  to unwortliiiiess, observea that during Iiie 
Bzecli'waii, hrs learnt that the irregular former service in t11e post to which he ie 
troopa in tliat province are all accustomed riow transferred oiice more, Iie  war^ in- 
to the use of foreigrl firearms (rifleß), capable of disohargiiig tlie slightest portioi~ 
biit that all their supplies of such weapoiiß of liis debt of loyalty, arid that, in the 
are obtaiiied from Shanghni. Not oiily execution of the rnisaioii to Yüiipan to 
ia the prinie oost of the weaporis coiisider- wli icf l  he was aypoillted last yehr, 110 feil 
able, but, owirlg to the dißtnnce to be short even yet more grievoualy from the 
traverßed, the oost of t ranß~or t  i~ extremel~ acconiplishmerit of liis duty. H e  caii now 
Iieavy. Beside this, tliere is reason to biit iiiadeqiiately express Iiis gratitude 
apprelieild that t r icker~ arid im~oßition On for liia traiisfer back to Eupeti, where not 
tkie6pafb of the forei!P im~or te rs  ifl not aloiie will lie eiijoy tlie advaiitage OE beiug 
always to be avoided. I t  is ßtated, more- in n familinr si tiiatioti, bitt Iie will also be 
over, tliat tlie art of reyairiiig the f1)reign eiiabled to fiilfil tlie loiigings of hie filial 
firearihs is uiikiiowli iii Sze-cli'wa~i~ sffection (by resumiug the Gare of liia aged 
aild 011 t1ie o~currence of tlie least niot~ier). ~ r i  view of tlie non-arrival for 
defect, a weapon which maY have coßt ten soine time to c o m 8 f  tlie uewly-appointed 
or fifieei) Titels is throwii xside aß useleßs. Governor.Genernl, Tilig Pao cll&ng, and 
'i'kie wnßhe wliich iß tliils elitailed, hy b e  the eiiqiiiry tliat is ordered to be lield 
~iecenßity f ) f  Providiiig freßli ßl1ppii?ß, 18 into tlie Tuiig-hiaiig olltrages, he begs to  
iiioalculable. The Goveriior C O I I S *  qiieittiy be iilßtrilcted wliether ur 110 Iie Shall take 
pro l~ose~  to take witli liiiil HZPC~I 'W~( I I  iiii O ~ L r  of ttie proviilcial government. 
oiiicer iiaiiied Tseiig Cliao-ki, til l o ~ k  aboiit --&sCI I y t  : ~~t T~~~~ pao-cl~6e~g iiiveatigate 
liiiii, alid to aiitliorize tliis official to piir- tlie T~~~~~ h in i ig  ~~t Li Heil- 
clinse rnaohirierv, witli tlie object b ~ t l i  of c~„ulg proCRHd f ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ i t i i  to take up his 
eiiabliiig old iiiitterial t o  be pilt arid keyt post iii  H~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e .  
iii workiiig order, and also 10 eiinble tha jitn, g li -yso ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i g - t ~ ~ i i g ,  Gover~ior- 
iiiiyieirieiits of warfare to be uiallufactorrd ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ > ~ l  ~ , r i i s i i ~ l ,  rneiiioriaIizt>~ s i t h  
oii tiie syot, tliue obviatiiig tlie iieceasily refarallce drspxtcii soirie time ago 
of purclinaiiig froui abrund that wiiicli caii reCelved from tlie Board of Revenue, to 
be niüiiiifnctiired of as good qualitp at  t,lie rffact tlint iio~wit~istaiicIii,g repeated 
~lome.-Rescript : I t  is iioted. reiiiiiiders, iiot n sgllahle Iiad beeil receiv~d 

JNII .  8th.-Li Haii-clitiiig, lately traris- froni tiie provi~icinl goveriimei~t of Kaiiauh 
ferred to tlie office of (roveriior-Geiierd by way of leport uyoii the reveiiiie d e r i ~ e d  
of t i ~ e  two Hii yroviiicea, reports 111s ~ r -  frorii tlie l~k igr  tnx. 'i'lie Board dwi*ed 
rival a t  tlie proviiicinl cirpital of Szecii'- tliat atteiition shoiild Ile pnid to tlle tenQUc 
wari, to wliich goveriiiiieiit lie lind yrcvi- of its ii>eirjoriitl laid before the Tliroiie in 
oiiirly beeil aypoiiibed. Haviiig aat out, in April last, aiid also of its yresetit ~ n ~ r n l l -  
deßpite of illiiess, froiii Ngaii-k'iiig oii tlie iticntioii ; aiid t h ~ t  w i ~ l i i i i  two moiitlia Rfter 
24tli Aiiqiist, Iie proceedetl oii liia jouriiey tlie receipt ~f tlie despntcli, returua of klie 
i ip  tlie Yaiiglsze, reachitig I-ch'atig about collectioii, wliether levled Woll !#eiier*l 
tlie eiid of September. Aa tlie river was iiiarolintidize, uyoii opiam, or On salt, 
Iiigli iii tlie gorges at  tlie time, aiid tlie siiould be siibrnitted iii detail.. 
oat-road iiiider water, lie chaiiged the I Governor-Geiieral reyreaeuts, lieren*% 
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repeating a statement laid before liim and Cli'a~ig-chow, iii Kiangau. The pro 
by. the proviiicial l i l c i ~ b  Board, thict tlie viiicial goveriiment is aiithorized to diverk 
sccounts of tiie collectorate are so iriulti- 10,000 piculs of the preseiit season's gy~iii-ii 
farioiia as to forbid the poasibility of collection to piirposes of relief. Tlie 
coiiiplyiiig with the Board's ii~structions amoitiit is to be made good, for sliiprneut 
wittiiii the preacribed time. B e  begs to Pekiiig, oiit of the siippleme~itary levy 
for an extetisioii of theperiod, accordiiigly. assessed a t  tlie same time witli ths aiituiriti 
-Graiited by rescript. collection. Three-teritlis of tlie reserve 

(2) Tbe ]iigh autiiorities of Kiaiigeu grain iii atore and of the amouiit ascriiiiig 
present a statement of the difficulties for siims lodged at  iiiterest, are also to be 
eiicouiitered tliie year in tlie iiavigatioii of exyeiidud by the district nothorities in 
the Graiid Caiinl, owiiig to lack OE water, conjiiiictioii witli tlie local iiotables c i t t  

in exculpatioii of tlie Grain Coiiiptroller of measiires of relief. Not a siiigle siibject 
the Kiang-Aii Iutendaiicy, who Iias beeil is to be left iii a sCate of destitiition. 
lield responsible for the delay iii tlie (2) A decree cashiering a iiiiiiiber of 
irrrival of the graiii jiiiiks at T'ung Cliow. district Magistrates in Chilili for corritption 
Tlie yrain fleet of tlie year was hauled aiid iiiefficieiicy, a t  the iiistarice of the 
over the locks at Ts'ing-kiniig P'u ori tlie Goveriior Geiieral Li Huiig-cliang. 
23rd March, but they underwent a deten- (3) A decree based iipon a rnemorial 
tion of upward.9 of 40 daY8 owilig to tlie from the Ceiisor Li Kwei-litt, wlio Iitis 
allutti~lg-off of water wliile rePa1ra wer0 represented tliat iiumerous abuses are 
beiiig effected iii Sliatituiig, aiid it was not entailed by tlie practice, on the part of 
uiitil tlie 8t1i June that tliey passed oii iiito ~ ~ p e r i i l t e l l d e l i ~ ~  of Customs arid of the 
that provirice. On the 18tli J l l l ~  the Imperial Maiiufactories, of eniploying tlieir 
wliole fleet croaned the Yellow River. Thia personal dependeIlt8 in po~itioIle of 
was a month earlier than iii 1870. T h  autiiority, coiitrary to regiiiation. l t  is 
wat9r.q of the Yellow Kivt~r were so low now coinmaiided tliat tliis practice be 
*hat difficult~ was ex~erieiiced in rigoroosly put a stop to for tlie fnture. 

i 
eiiteriiig tlie notlierh aectioii O E  tlie Canal, 

(4) T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ' ~ ~ ~ ,  G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  aiid i t  was only 0'1 tlie 29t'i J u l ~  that tlie of Kallaulb etc., reports the particillars 
0f "le squadroii maiiaged t" mäke ascertaiiied with refereiice to the failore 

jts way aiid proceed On its wäy t" of the attack raslily uiidertaken iipou the 
"urig Cliow. secOiid lialf wan Pr'- town of Manas by two nf bis subOrdinate 
veiited from going forward by corninaiiders on the 23rd February last, aa 
waiit of wster, as the river Wei was so low stated in bis memorial dated the Gth Nay. 
tiiat the authoritea did liot t" (See decree publislied on the 2nd inat., foi 
opeii the sluices, aiid the cargoes were details.) 
tlierefore traiisliipped iiito iiortherii boats (6, yji; aovernor of ~~~~~~i reports 
arid oarts. T'ii8 O~era t io i i  was com~'eted tlm arrival at tlie proviiicial capital ot tlie 
b~ October ]Oth,  the graiii reached tnbute iiiission despatclied, HS latelg 
T"lng Cliow b~ tlie 3°i1i Octoher, w l i i ~ ' i  p„rted, by tlle Kittg of  Ailiiain. The L__ 
w i c ~  tl'ree wee" earlier tlinri i i i  ''T0 I t  sioii, coiisistiiig of tltree superior erivoys, 
i8 besouyht that the Grain OOiii~troller eiyht otlier officinls, arid niiie atteiidhiits, exeiii~ted froiil P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  b~ reaclied f(wei-lili Fil "11 the 2i1d December ; 
rescript. aiid orders Iiiid beeil giveii by tlie Goveriier 

(3) Ti1 Jiii-lien, lately appniiitrd lieuten- to provide its iiienibers with hosyitable 
aiit-Goveriior (Fari-t'ai) of Yuiiiinii, reyorts eritertaiiirneiit diiriiiy tlie yeriod of tlieir 
liaviiig Iiaiided over tlie seal of offioe Iie liaa As i t  1iad beeil reported to liiio, 
beeil lioldiny in Szeoli'asii, oii tlie 24th moreosei, tliat tliey were iiisu6cieiiily 
November, to his siiccessor Cli'eiig Yu, provided witli clotliiiig for theloiig joitriiey 
on tlie latter'a arrivltl froui Pelriiig. before theiii, Iie liad yrovided tliein, at 111s 

Jan. 10tli.-A Decree. Let Sill Tx.cli'i3iir! owti exueiise, in accordaiice witii an old 

%$&, sncceed to tlie post c i f  Brigtrdier- 
(feueral of tlie B'irlcoiil cotniiiaiid, iii 

Katisuh. 
.Tari. 11th. (1) A deoree based iipoii a 

memorial froiii tlie ex-Goveriior of Sliuii- 
t'ieii Fu, P'eiiy Tsu-liieii, with refereiice to 
the relief to be nfforded to tlie sufferers by 
famiiie in  tlie Eiarig-pell regioii wlio Iiave 
beeii driveu iiito the prefectiir~s of Xoocliow 

regulatioii, witli eiiibroidered official robea, 
aiid with £ur aiid wadded garmeiits. Tlie 
party was to aet out oti its oiiward jouriiey 
oii tlie 11 tli Decernher, aiid shoiild reitoh 



I 
Party with food arid clotliirig, arid bad 
caiised them to be seilt by Steamer to 4 

E'oochow for ßliipiiieiit t0 tlieir native 
coiintry. The Goverlior was in tlie act <,f 
makiiig report 011 tliis subject to  
Tliroiie, wlien he received a denpatch frorn 
tlie Goveriior of Flilikien, to tlie efFecb 

diiring tlie cniilpaignrr of 1862-1864). tliat oii receipt of the iiiiie shipwrecked 
Jaii. 12~11 -(I) A Decree. We liave people, tbe official agerit from Liu-&'iii 

received rr iiieinorial frorn Wen Yih (actiiig had diacovered tliat tliey were not h.is 
Ortveriior-Geiieral a t  F~ocliow) requeating couiitryineii. Oii referriiig to tlieir papers 
lenro to coiiie to Pekiiig for aiidieiice. H e  aiid ticketn it was fouiid that the iiamei, 
& a t  liberty to do so wlieii Ho-kiiig sliall of fuuctionaries and localitier set fortb 
arrive i i i  Fiilikien. Let Ho-kiiig assiime therein agreed witli particulara given in  
&arge of Wen-yih's office of Maircliu the descriptioii of Corea, aiid there could 
G.eriera1-iii-clii*f, in addition to hin owii. be no doubt that the meii themseivea wer0 

(2) 4aiig Yoli-piii, Iiispector of the Coreaiia. Tlie Governor of Fulikien had 
Ynngtme 11ava1 foroes, memorializea re- therefore seilt tliein back by steamer to  
portiiig tlie result of his inspection of the Sliaiighai, requestiiig that tliey inight be 
war juiika and defeiices along tlie course forwarded by steainer to Tientsin aiid 
of tlie river. Baviiig visited Ch'arig-aha theiice to Peking. Tlie memorialiat here- 
ii i  Huiiaii in April last, and conferred upon sent a petty official to Sharighai to 
witli the Governor of Hiiiiaii on military Lake cliarge of tlie party, arid as tlie Peiho 
matters, aiid aubaeqiiently viaited atid is iiow cloaed by ice, he has caused them, 
takeii couiixel with the high autliorities oii tlie applicatioii of the officer ylawd i t i  
of other proriiices, he aubseqiientl~ as- charge of the party, to be provided with 
oeiided tlie Course of tlie river from its warm clotliing aiid despatclied them over- 
inoiith, beariiig carefully in mirid tlie diie land to P e k i n ~ ,  iii  order tliat they iriay 
discharge of hin duty nt such a time as be serit tlieiice to their iiatise couirtry. 
tlie present, wlien tlie defeiioe of the river Jan. 13th.-(1) B decree based iipoii a 
i n  so urgent a iiecewity Be inspected memorial froin tlie Goveriior of Kwaiig- 
tlie oriiiaers aiid forces of tlie Kwa-chow, tiiiig, reportiiig that the Litrrary Ex- 
Hii-k'ow, Han-yniig, aiid Yoli-cliow com- aiiiiiiera for tliat proviiice had returiied to 
niaiids, aiid paid close attentioii to their Pekiiig by tlie sea route. I t  ia obaervnd, 
perforiiiaiices in rowitig arid steeriiig, as Iieieupoii, tliat accorcliiig to regulaaioii the 
well as to tlieir practice witli artillery aiid Literary Exairiiriera neiit to tlie varioos 
fireariiin. A favoiirable report is given proviiicea ahuiild travel by ttie post roada ; 
of ilie efficieiicy of tlie crews. but of late yenrs tlie Exarniners eeiit to 

(3) Tlie Gt)reriiur of Kiaiigsii memo- Cnntoii Iiave made it a practice, wlieir re- 
rinliaes ntatiiig tliat a report was soiiie turiiirig to Pekiiig after fii1611ing tlieir 
time ago received hy Iiini from tlie Taotai iiiissioii, to allege illiiess as a reaaoii for 
a t  Sliaii~lixi to tlie effect tliat oii tiie 14th travelliiig by sea, in coriiplete diuregnrd of 
Septein1)er laot a foreigii veaael wna seeii tlie staiidiiig regulatioiis. As tlie cliief 
by tlie iiiliabitants of a villxge iii ttie aiid asaiataiit Exniniiiers in the presmib 
bxy of Eiriigcliow to be in distress, iiistaiice liave alrendy sat out oii tlieirjonr- 
nliereiipon tlie locnl fisliiiig boata piit iiey, ilo fartlier iiotice iieed be takeir Li 
off 1 0  her asu i s ta~~c~ ,  but slie saiik before tlieir cilse ; but for tiie future the practice 
tliey coiild reacli her. Niiie alieiis coiii- is foibiddeii. 
po~iiig Iier crew were rescued aiid brouglit (2) Tlie Goverrior of Sliaiitung reporte 
asliore, arid Iiwriiig beeil pnssed oii tlirough tlie iiumber of octogeiiariari aiid noii- 
the Iiaiida of two district Mngiatrntes iii ageiiarisii cniididates at tlie lste provitioial 
(>l ie l iki~i i~,  tliey were fiiinlly seilt to tlie exninin~tioiis, to wliom Iioiiorary degreee 
Disirict Magistrate of Siiniigliai. Tliey Iiave been awarded in coiiformity ~ i t l i  
were foiiiid to be provided with tliree regiil:rtioii. Tlieae were as follows : Of tlie 
Liiicli'iuxn yaßspi~rts (or certiiicates), aiid age ~f 90, four persoiis ; 90 aiid iipwards. 
tiiree ticketa to be worii oii tlie persoii. foiir persoiis ; of tlie age of 80, six P r -  
Tliey could iieitlier spenk nor uiiderstatid soiipi. 
Chiiieae, nur, wlien provided witli yeiicil (3) Cliili-Lang, Resident at Urga, arid 
aiid Paper, were tliey able to write. Tlie Iiia iiiilitary colleaguea, report upoii tlie 
iininea Kin Hiiig-fati &C., were however ai ipply of foreigii guiipowder aiid am- 
fouiid iiiscribed orr tlieir certificntes arid riiii~iitiriii required for the cavalry aild 
ticket*. Tlie Taotai liad provided tlie fiäld artillery force organized at  tlitrt poiiit~ 
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Iiistead of being purchaaed tlirough the princes, nobles, and miiiisters above the 
local inilitary ahnst, supplies are lieiice- secoiid rank will perforin their obeisaiice8 
forward to be drawii from ilie Field Force oiitside tlie Hang Sin Tieri, Tlie officials 
OEce of the aroviiice of Cliilili. below tlie third rank to d« tlie saiiie outside 
- (3) Tlie ~ G e r i i o r - ~ e i i e r a l  siid Goveriior 
a t  Foocliow report the deapatcli of re- 
mittaiices to Peking. Inetructions had 
been received for the supply froin the 
proviiioe of Fiihkien of the followiiig 
smouiits, viz : To be paid to the Imperial 
Household Treaniiry from the tea duty 
receipts, Tls. 100,000 ; to the general fund 
for Pekirig experiditiire, from the likiculb on 
opiiirn, Tls. 50,000, togetlier with Tls. 
6,000 per meiisem from tlie saine soiirce 
toward tlie Pekiiig reserve fiiiid. Iii 

obedieiioe to tliese commniids, Tls. 30,000 
from the tea duty receipis, Tls. 10,000 
from tlie 1iki.n oii opiiiin, aiid Tla. 25,000 
toward tlie Pekiiig reserve fund, have 
already been aent forward. Owing to the 
floods tliat have taken place, the finaiicial 
authorities now report the provincial 
exohequer is in gteat straite, aiid for tliie 
reaaoii a loaii ol Tls. 50,000 has been 
obtained from tlie local baiikers, of wliich 
Tls. 30,000 is reckoiied as oii tea duty 
accoiiiit, aiid tlie reinaiiider oii accoiiiit 
of l i k i ~ .  Nlercniitile drau#lits for tliese 
amoiiiits hrive been rerriitted by tlie 
baiiks to tlie Hoard of Reveiiue and 
the Houseliuld Treasury. 111 additioii to 
khis, tlie proviiicinl exchequer Iiaa provided 
a auin o f  Tla. 30,( iiiore, oii accouiit of 
the moritlily payineiits to tlie reserve fiiiid 
for the s i r  iiioiitlis eiidiiig Deceiiiher lbth, 
aiid baiik drauqlits for this siim are like- 
wise forwarded. Aii apology is offered for 
ttie traiisiiiisaiori of tliese siiiiis i i i  psiper, 
witli refeieiice tci tlie ordeis issiied ii i  

3875, at tlie iiistatice of tlie Oeiisi~r Liii 
Jiii-k'i -Rescripi : Let tlie clepartiiieiits 
coriceriied take iiote. Tlie ch,irncter tvow 
1iaa beeii orriitted at the close oE tliis meino- 
rial. Let the actirig Goveriior-Geiierd 
arid ttie Goveriior be reported iipoii by tlie 
Board. 

Jan. 14th.-(1) A decree in aiiswnr to a 
meniorial from tlie Board of Cereirioiiirs 
uyori the ceremoninl to be observed ?t tlie 
approacliirig New-Ye:ir7a Diry (Feh. 13th.) 
Upon this siihjrct We 1iave receivrd tlie 
beiiigiiaiit maiidnte of Tlieir vajesties tlie 
Empreas Dowager aiid Eiripres~ Motlier iii 
the followiiig terins :-011 tlie firat dny of 
the 3rd year of Kwaiig Sü tlie eiitliroiie- 
meiit in tlie Ts'za Niirg Kiiiig arid tlie 
State baiiqiiet are to be dispeneed witli. 
The inaigiiia are iiot to be arrayed. Tlie 
xniisicians nre to aasenible biit not to 
perform. The Emporor will perform tiie 
obeisaiices in the Yäng Siu Pavilioi~. The 

the great gateway of ttie Paiaoe (Wii Meii.) 
Obeisauces to be dispeiised with on 
tlie part of the ladies of the Coiirt, 
priiicesses imperial or ci~nsort, aiitl ladiea 
of ratik. The enthroriemeiit of ilie Etri- 
peror to receive coiigrat~ilatioiis will be 
diayensed with. Tlie etatii>iis a t  wfiich 
ttie priiices,'nobles, aiid ofücials will yer- 
form their obeisaiices to be tnkeii iip iri 

I 
coiiformity with the propoaals of tlre 
Board. For the rest. he i t  as proposed. 
(N.B.-Tlie foregoing Drcree haa refereiice 
to the mourniiig still coiitinued for the 
decease of tlie late Emperor ) 

(2) A decree baeed iipon a fiirther report 
from tIie Ooveriior-General, Tso Taung- 
t'ang, giviiig detailed particulars of the 
operatioris wliich resulted in the captiire 
of Maiiaa. The souilierri city beirig 
obatiiiately defeiided by tlie (Dungani) 
rebels after tlie riorbliern city liad beeil 
takeii, Kin Shuu made determiiied 
atbncks iipon the place at iiitervirls 
betweeii tlie 7th arid tlie 19tli Septeiri- 
ber, aiid effected a breacli by irieaiis 
of Iiis artillery fire. Tlie place Iinviiig 
beeii closely iiiveste~l witli treiiclies aiid 
attacked by rneaiis of itiiiiing oyeratioiis, 
a soitie rraa nt Ieiigtli iunde hy a body of 
2 000 or 3,000 of tlie rebels, wlio ap- 
proaclied t Iie treiiclies feigiiiiig äu iiitentioii 
to siirrriider. Tlie trooys stood to ~l ie i r  
arma, aiid wlie~i tlie rebel leader Ho Luh 
gnve tlie sigiial to liia followere to riisli 
forwnrd, tlie asaailniits were ciit to pirces, 
iiicl~idiiig tlie so-styled geiieraiisairno Heh- 
tsüii. Tlie nctiori Ied to tlie immediate 
occiipatioii of Soiitli Maiiaa ; aiid tlie 
flyiiig rebels were yitrsiied aiid slauglitered 
by tlie Huiian troopa äiid cavalrp of Kiii 
Sliuii's force, togetlier witli tlie forcre 
wliicli Iiad I)eeii coiitiibuted by tlie military 
G4iveriiiir iiiig-ts'u b i i  and otlier coin- 
riini~ders 'I'lie siioces~fiil strategy dis- 
plnyed by 'Vso 'I'aiiiig t7niig, aiid the skill 
witli whicli 111s plniia Iinve hee11 rrlatiired, 
are profoiiii(t1y deserviiig of Our apyio- 
batioii. To Kin Sliuii, for tlie brilliaiit 
siiccess acliieved by Iiis lenderaliip of 
tlie forces iii tlieir brave xttaok, We 
dvcree, aa a special marlc of fuvoiir, the 
distiiictioii of t1ie doiible-ey ed peacock 
feritlier, aiid we coiifer iipon liiiri, iii 
additioii, tlie Iiereditrrry raiik of Y&?& K'i 
Yzi (tlie 8th order of iiobil:ty.) Tlie raiik 
of Y& K'i Yii ia likewiae heetowed \ipoii 
Generals Li11 Huii-fah and Ma Yü-kw'en. 
-Fifteeii pages of honours siid rewarda to 



blie oficers of tlie attacking arniy liere 
fullow. 

(3) Tlie Governor-Geiieral of Y Ü I I ~ I ~ I I  
etc. ineiiiorialises reportiiiy tlie pnrticulars 
of tlie oiitbreak 1111 tlie part of tlie Lolo tribe 
of aboiigiiies j$B in the Teiig cli'waii 

departnieiit iii tiie prefectiire of Ta-li Fu, 
a preliriiiiiary report upou wliicli was piib- 
lielied stiiiie inouths ago. Ttia irriiptioii of 
tIie snvage iiioiiiitniiieera iiito tlie depart- 
iiieiital city, aiid tlie ultiiiinte captiire alld 
execiitioii oi tlie riiigleadera of tlie iiiuve- 
tuaiits, are described. 

Jaii. lßth,-(Goiirt  Circulnr.) Yiiig Raii, 
lately aypoiiited to tlie post of Lieiiteii- 
aiit-Geiieral of Uriiiiitai, retiiriie~l tliaiika 
for tlie gift of a piirae eiiibroidered witli 
tlie cliaracter Pul. (" liappiiiess.") 

(1) Tlie Ceiiaor Chaiig 'i'ao-yüaii meiiio- 
rializee uqiiip ineasures of preveiitiuii 
agaiuut abuse of tlie Iiiiperial bouiity iu 
coiiiieciioii witli tlie reiiliasioti of tax~t ioi i  
graiited to tlie districts nfflicted by fluods 
ur drouglit. He repreaeiita tlint tlie atnte- 
ineiita seiit furward by district officials are 
an a rule baaed nierely uyoii ttie reports 
piveii iii by clerks and uiiderliiigs, aiid 
Qiat tlie ~ueinorials laid before the 'L'liroiie 
by proviiicial goveriiors, tlieniselves bnsed 
uinoii tlie reports rectrived froiu aubordiiiate 
officials, are liable to be iiiflnted iii teiiour, 
dabrncting from tlie aotual proportioiis of 
tlie harvest, aiid exaggeratiiig tlie aniouut 
of sufferiug caused by drought or flooda. 
011 tlie other hand, a variety of abuees 
are perpetrated to the detriiueiit of the 
I;eople tlieinselves, by waiitou delays iu 
publiahiiig tlie ediota aunouiiciugremissious 
of taxatiou, by the imposition of arbitrary 
levies, etc., etc H e  prays that striiigeiit 
coiuuiaiids be isaued proliibitiiig uiider 
severe peiialties a11 inalpracticee of tlie 
kiiid reierred to -Reacript iu tliia seiise 
alretidy piiblished. 

(2)Tiiiy JiIi-cli'ang, Governorof Fulikieii, 
Stabes iii a postacriyt Memorial tliat, wtiilst 
eiigaged in preparationa for a visit to 
Furuiusa, lie received a letter from aii 
ofhci~l iiamed Kiii Telr-liiiiiy, foriiierly 
attnclied to tlie Foocliow Arseual, to tlie 
effect tliat tlie expectaut Piefect Tsiaiig 
Ferig-tsao was dasiroua of coiitribiitiiig 
Taels 1,000 to tlie relief fiiiid (for the 
euffrrera by tlie receiit flooda), wliicli sum 
was reprewiite~l by two coriiinerainl 
draiiglits; but bliat, as lie did iiot wieli liia 
iiaiiie to appuar HE coiitributor, lie liaa 
raqiiested tlie writer of the letter to ad- 
-ratja tlie Goveriior coiifideiitially, eiitreat- 
ig Iiiin to take liia Iiiiiiible asyirntio~is 

i ~ t o  coiisideialiuii, fur wliicli 1iö would be 

irniileasiirably gratefiii. upoi1 thia ti,- 
Goveriii)r o1,serves tiiat the receiyt of the 
lebter lind filled tiiiu witli a~toilishilien~. 
Wlieii tlie floo~ls occiirred, Tsialig F ~ l i g - ~ a o  
was tlie spot ; aiid, if Iie teels so 
c~iiipa8sioiiataiy disposed toward tlie 
aiifferkrs, tli0 woiider i u  tliat lie did rlot, 
coiiie forward witli 111s subacriptioil ac tlie 
tiirie. Beaides, he is oiie of tlie officirrlei of 
tlie proviiiciill idiiiiiiistratioii, aiid aiiy 
siibacriptioii Iie hild to offer should have 
beeil forwarded ab the tiine to the 
adiiiiiiistrative Board. Bor what reaaou, 
it iiiust be asked, Btis Iie waited eix iuoilt~is 
aiid tlieii forwarded tlie amouiit in 
r~~iiiidat~oiit  aiid coiifideiitial way to the 
Goveriior's Iiaiids l As, moreover, tie 
declares tlint Iie does iiot wisli to h ~ v e  tlie 
iiniiie of a cliaritable coiitribiitor, dues he 
expect tlint tlie Coveriior is to t ~ k e  to 
Iiirnself tliese tliousaiid pieoes of iiioiiey 
whicli are tlie property of aiiotlier l Or 
does he, perliappl, deaire ttiat tlie Goveriior 
should pass tlie coiitributioii off aa Iiis own 2 
Agniii-he naks, iii haiidiiig iii tlieae 
draiiglits, tliat Iiia Iiumble nspiratioiia iriay 
be coiiaidered. Now, riubscriptioris for tlie 
relief of distress are a piiblic aud perfectiy 
proper iiiidertakiug, aiid i t  is ditticult to 
peiceive wliy tlie draugli ts sliould be so 
eecretly forwarded. Iii a iiiatter iiiteiided to 
beiiefit the multitude, what ueceaaity iir 
tliere for oallirig atteiitiori to the giver's 
huirible aspiratioun l The only explaiia- 
tion that caii be attached to the a f f~ i r  ia 
that i t  was the giver'a inteiitioii to teinpt 
tlie Goveriior with a surreptitioils offer. 
Tsiaiig Feiig-tsao has, iudeed, ur) acts of 
uiiscouduct oii record againat him in the 
past ; but with behaviour so groasly re- 
pralieiiaible aa this, i t  is too evideut tliat 
Iiis desigiis woiilcl uot bear tlie test of 
scriitiiiy. Still, altlioiigli Tsiaiig Feiig-tsao 
niay Iiave acted a wicked part ttjward tlie 
Goveriior, tlie Goveriior tiua i t  iiot 111 him 
to act n wlcked Part townrd 'l'si~iig Beiig- 
tsao. He  lias liaiided over Kiii T&-liiiiig'a 
letter aiid tlie drauglits for the Tls. 1,000 
to tlie L,ieuteiiuiit Goveriior (Futb-t'ai) aiid 
tlie Jiidioial Coiiiiiiiaeiouer, wlioiii 110 has 
desired to siiiiiiiioii Tsiaiig Feiig-tßao before 
tliein aiid to iilterrogate Iiiiu iiiiiiutel~ witli 
refereiice to tlie varioue objrctioiia wli i~h 
tlie Goveriior has eriiimernted, aiid to 
impeicli tiim rigoroiisly aa cirauuieta~icea 
iiiay direct, as a wnriiiiig ßgnlll8b c()rrulJt 
m~iimiivriiig. As for tlie fact tliat tlie 
coiiduct of the Goveriior hiiiiself, i t  is 
ylaiii, is iiieiifficieiit to coinmaiid tlie coii- 
fideiice of Iiis aubordiiintaa, aiid tliat 
118s Iiiiiiself eiitiuely to blaine for tli: 
iiisult tliat lias befc1leiiliin1,-hafeela bouir 



&AA&&&t a reacripb fratul his Majesty, 
wqiiög Iiim orsr  to  the Board fwr Ehrt 

.@&diaatim df a pendrj,  by way of 
&&rhig to Q ~ s e  who fad to ooiidtict tliem- 
~ d v a  ~rm, fa du@ in tiie relations betsseeii 
&prior and inferior. -Rescript : Let 
.trhs autkmitiea aforesaid siimmon Tsiang 
P&hg+ksso before them, dicit the trtith 
$5- igm bg ititmrogation, and impeacit 
rlrimarrigarouslp. ss the oircumetarribes may 
zlitafwt, We asmmniid tlie remiasiou of the 
psrialby to whieh the Qoveriirkr haa asked 
$bat he be trubjeded, 
- ,  (3.) The Oovernor*General and Go- 
~ e m w  of Xlangsu jofii tly memoriali~e 
W n g  wn0tiOn for the ereotion of 
a.l meraorial temple a t  Tki-ts2ang in 
honour of the late Ctoverilor cif Eonan, 
Fd%u Titg-mina a native of that ptaoe, 
t o  commemora+e Iiis pubfic sarvirwn 
dudxag the rebellion. As oue of tha 
&ab.les of Kiangga a t  the time of 
thz, irrn'ption of tlie Taipi~iga into the 
heighbourhood of Shangtiai, he war, a t  the 
h e d  of tbe provincial trainbwid organl- 
sstiou, snd. h s  came forward particular 
ta mge the dwpatch of- ratinloir~ernenta 
taward the coiigt from the acmp of fa&ng 
Kwoh-fan, To aecure this end he pro- 
s m d  fiva Eutopean eteamera to  bring 
troope down frum PPgo-Hiag; m d  bs 
re-udered most rrative and efficimt aervioe 
in the enodment of auxiliary forecai, awl 
tlre raising oT funds, efia-st this tim% 

I 
-For xemipb G"a~$te af 4th i n ~ t a a t , ~  
I Jan. 16th--(CIourk C i r c u i .  Ting Pao- 
ehhg, t.30serrtor-iaeneral of h ~e;cb'wan, 
pata his teapecb (ot~ his arrioal crt %%hing.) 
Xi-ho? Manehu Lieii tmianb-Genercrl of the 
&nbn gamisan, aaked iiistraction# ( ( i i ~  liie 
departure.) Tlh-chZuil, Vice-Preaideiit i>f 
Dhe Board of Worke, aaked irtatrtietiotis 
an h& diapartitre to the Ming Tumbe,-At 

, ctudieneiar tbwe were : the Grand Couiicfl ; 
T h g  Pm-ch&ng ; Ki-ho. 

No doaitments of importancie, 
: Jan. 17the-(1). The L'oiirt vf O a m ~ r ~ t i a  

E 
i~iamorialisea forwarditig a cornph~, t  
i d g e d  by U body of the inhabitaiibs of the 
HBng-abuei distribt iu  Clhihli, wlio appeaI 
ag&& theunlawful exactfonaai~d rtrbitrarg 

L cbndilot of the tztaing.glerks of the Distriot 
&aLstraov, Thev hold landa under reutal 
h& gov&nmei~, and should pey their 
anriual aasemtmeiita, acaording tv regula- 
tku, in  silver, whereaa tlie tax ele& exast 
a plrmmutakion in wpper cmrenc7 to the 

margin, The amoiiiit of rerital ~olleoted 
in the didttrick ia Taels 1'7,oOCi and odd, 
from which i t  followi that iipwarda of 
8(i,M)O,flOO cwh are levied iu exww of thg 
proper demaiids, The diBEs6sld from de- 
EiGienb harvenk haa made itaielf W severellp 
feit that thr  getitibii&ra have ~ocniitested 
the qiieabion with the tar olarh, bizt the 
ansiwer reoeived has beeil that the collee- 
tore themseIvea have nuoh a multiturle uf 
fees to pay in Ehe mltgktracy, aiid itl 
the Awistant-Wagiatrate's y~mBn ar, rrell, 
that they haae, iio optioii but to levy 
additional impoab upirii the people, a b  
large. 8om-e domn 'or more of tlie Cax- 
payers addreaaed themad V ea hereupoit 
to thti Lieut,-Cko~emor, but reatrived n a  
reply to their repusst for information u 
to  the amount thsy ahould proparly ba 
reauired to  aav. Thevneztaoit~lih toohtaiu 
a Gatemenio; the subjeot froin the Gover-, 
nor-Geueral, but bis Exoelleiicv w a s  abseut 
frono his offioiel rwidence rrC the time ; 
und tbeix next atep was to applp d h t  to! 
the Board of Bevmue, from wh~nce, i n  
Bepternber I&, a n  06cial rtiply wai ob- 
tained. The tat. olerks, howemr, aun- 
apired Oogether aud aUa& *hat t h e  Boitxd 
of %evenue9s dwpatob waa 8ul ffasger~~ aud 
awed a warmnt to  be hued  agatiiat tlre 
oomp1ainarrta, with r vietr ifo iatimida$e 
them, Furthm bppliwtioari h the LUutsn? 
wi*t~l;touernor led to erders being iersuea 
tb  bhe Magiotrab to enqube Jirbo the oase, 
and a upscial delegate was wwt h llook in b 
t l ~ e  matter. The W-vletku, ~eretthelerrs, 
e~rpprewd a txatiee iaaued by tliis sfll~id, 
in ~aliioti i t  w w  d~elm-ed that p y ~ m t u  
alioiild be made a t  ttie rsg:ulationrate, aiid 
hasrr frctudulently asaerted hiil Orders t@ 
have Been that tlre rate to he, ob~erved i e  
6,600 snaail Paiking c d ,  threateniiig t-he 
termra of the Iaw agaitiat aiiy reedrlcitrt\nb 
partierr: The preesnt sppeal b corraequsutly 
lodged, uith a prayer fvx iiiveatigation.- 
Referred in tue uaual manner. 

(2) The, Goaernor-General of Yfiunan 
aM., reportec ttie spppintment of Brigtdier 

Li Weilahuh @ $&-to t h e  acEinb 
ehnrge of Cbe, Ghao-t'uus! snd  Pfu-ilrh 

6, inoIudihg the &argem for meltag< 
eto. The exebarige abops of the distriet, 
h o s e ~ e r ,  make a report of tlie r&te of 
&f:o&nge every iivs days to the Magistracy, 





(3) 'i'he Giivernor of Sliaiiii iiieiiiori- 
alizen reportirig tlie eacape of a prisoiirr 
iiiider seiitence of deatli, wliilst baiiig ci~ti- 
veyed hack uiider yiiard froni tlie praviiicin1 
cnlatal t,o ~ l i e  district to wliicli he beloiiged 
M n ~ i ~ ~ i i i g  to iuil tlie siispicioiis of the 
meii iii Charge of liim, tlie priaoiirr seized 
an opportuiiity vf brenkiiig Iiis fettem niid 
escapiiig. Tlie officinls aiid giiardi re- 
apoiisibleforliissafe-keepiiigaredeiiouiicad 
i i i  tlie iisual maniier. 
(4.) The Goveriior of Kiaiipsii reports 

tlie disappearatice of an expectäiit of 
a ~ ~ o i i i t m e i i t  to tlie office Of Calttain, 
n m e d  Suri Sae-kiiig, who, Iiaviiig riseii 
froni tlie positioii of '' leader of irre- 
g l lhs"  to the rank iii qiieslioii, joiiied 
the Goveriior's brigade 1873, aiid 
was tiiade iilstriictor of f(ireigi1 drill. 
A ~ ~ l i c a t i o i i s  linviiig beeii received froiri 
Fiilikieii for tlie servicea of ttiis iiiaii aiid 

others t" d" diity therer the other 
two itidividuals were seilt to tliat proviiice, 
biit Siiii Sze-king was retaiiied in his post 
of iristriictor a t  Soochow, where liis services 
were iieeded- He away, iievertlie- 
Ieas7 without lease of abaeiice, Oii the 22i1d 
Vctober last, aiid has not sirice beeii heard 
of. It is obaerved that wlien the troops 
in garrieon at  Soochow were coiiverted into 
r " drilled', forcb, and exercised in the 
nne of foreign firearms, to whicli experi- 
mental praotice with the Gatliiig #$H 
~ I I I I  W ~ R  subsequeritly added, the otticer iii 
qiieetioii w:is seiit to Siiaiigiiai to study 
tiie ttieoreticai pärt of Iiia diity, after 
wliicti Iie returtied to ~ ,>ochow to condiict 
ttie drill ot tlie troops. His coiidiict, iii now 
ah~eiitiiig himaelf witlioiit lease, at a tinte 
wiieii tlie force is still fnr froni proficieiicy, 
is flngreiitly insiibordiliate. As i t  is 
tliuiigkit tliat he inay have betaken himeelf 
to Foochow, the authoritiea of that 
province have been requested to make 
search for him and to send him back to 
Soocliow for punishmeiit ; and a decree is 
iiow solicited strippiiig tlie offender of 111s 
ratik and excIiidliig hitii for ever from 
re-employmeii t -Grari ted hy reacript. 

Jnn. 2Piid (Court Circiilar.)-l'6li-cli'111i 
paid 111s reapects oii  IR retiirii froiii the 
Miiig Tciniba.-Clinw KIR-mei pnid 111s 
respects oii 111s returii froiri 111s miasioii ae 
Liternry Exniiiiiier tn See cli'waii. 

( I )  A decree baned iipoii a iiieinori~l 
froiii tlie Ceiisor Ulinng Kwaii-cliiiii, wlio 
has repreaeiited the iirgeiit iieed of relief 
iiieasiires oti behalf of tlie faiiiiiie-stricken 
pr~piilatioii of tha T'ai-yii~li aiid otlier pre- 
f~c lu res  in Shn118i. Iiijiiiictioiis are lnid 
iipoii tlie G~iveriior of tlie proviiice to re- 
port as to tiie exemptioiia froiii t a x ~ l i o t ~  

aiid State labour wliich i t  is prog-&l 1 
graiit to tlie distressed di~tricts.  

(2) A Urcree Liii K ~ ~ B i i - ~ i t i ,  Gov 
Geiiernl ~f t,lie Swo Kwniig, reports t1itit.g 
Bri~adier-Geiieral has applied for leave ' 
remigii Iiii o&ce oii tlie yroiiiid of ill-liralt 
We coiiiiiiniid tliat Ting Sze-pin, BriKatttr 
General of tlie Kieli-sliili (Ei  t-sliek) coin- 
niaiid in Kwniigtiiiig, be allowed to vncate 

hie aiid tliat ~ > 6 ~ ~ ~  yü 
be 'l)poiiited as successor. 

(3) A Decree. Let Kwaiig-lin E@ 
go to be Siiperiiiteiideiit of Ciistoins aii 
~ ~ ~ i - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

(4) M~i i io r ia~  by P'6i1g; Tau-1iie11, RX- 
G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~  <,f Shun-t7ieii the relief 
riieasiires which are called for oii behalf 
of tl10 familie.stricken refiigees frorii th* 
ceiitral provilices, to the iiumber of 
iipwards of 20,000 souls, lie lear,is, 
migrated to tlie neighbourhood of Hoochn~ 
rriid Cli~aiigcliow ili searcli of tlie meaiis of 
subsistetice. The allowaiice issurd to tliese 
people is a t  tlie rate of sePen-tei,tlis of 
pill t  of rite ( Eriglish measure ) diem 
to adlilts, arid half thia qllantity for miliors; 
aiid the 6,600 piculs of rite appropriated 
from the peking rite tribilte for the 
iiecessitiea of will barely siiEce 
to nieob this scale of issue for period of 
little more than days. He begs that 
aiittiority may be given for appropriatiiig 
"11 allowaiice of 10,000 piculs of rite frorn 
the 680,000 piculs which Are the q u o t ~  
~ i e l d e d  b~ the Soocliow, Siingkiaiia, arid 
adjnceiit prefectlires iii Klarigs~i to ttie 
Pekiiig tribilte, fortliep~lrpose of supplying 
the wants of tlie diatressed Po~illatio~i.  111 

a p0"tscri~t tnemorial Ire ProPoses that  
additional siipplies be drawn from the 
diatrict flranariea. -For rescript see 
~ ~ ~ t t e  of 11th inab. - 

Jan. 23rd.-(1) The high authoritiea a t  
Foocliow report the arrival there of a jiink 
contaiiiing 25 distressed Liu-ch'irians, for- . 
warded oii from the proviiice O E  Chehkiang. 
Oib beiiig exairiitied throiigh aii iiiterpreter, 
tliese people have etated tliat tliey sailed 
from Nnpa, in Liii-cli'iu, oii tlie 10tli Jiily 
Inst, oii a coastiiig voyage, aiid, liaviiiy 
heeii Iilowii oiit to aeä by a storiti aiid 
disnble~i, tlieir jiiiik fiiially driftad xsliore 
nii tlie ciiaat ot tlie P7iiig-liii dietrict, iii 
C'lielikiniig, oii tlie 28th of tlie sarrie iiioiilli. 
H:iviiig beeii resciied froiii clist~esa, aiid 
siippliacl witli provisiiiiis arid clotliiiig, 
thay wer0 seiit on to Fooctiorr accordiiiy 
to reyiilalioii. Tliey are iiow siiyplied, RR 

tlie regiilatiot~~ <lirect, wilh oiin piiit of 
rioe 
aiid vegelables per diein; aiid they will 
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seiit back to their native country in their Commißsioiierfor tlie cainl>aigii iiiSungaria, 
O W I I  jiiiik if slie is f o u ~ d  to be aeaworthy. etc.; and Kill Sliun, L i ~ ~ i ~ e u a i i t - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  of 

(2 )  TIie Maricliii General-in-cliief aiid Urilmtsi aiid assistaiit Commi~~iolier, 
aotiiig (.Joveriior-Geiieral a t  Poocliow, jointly memorializereporting theparticLilara 
Wel~-yilt, iiiemorialiaes eritreatiiig leave to of the siege aiid oapture of tiie ßouttl City 
visit Pakitig for audieiice.-Graiited by of Manas. The rrieinorial 1s based upon 
rescript oii 12kli inst. report addressed by the latter to tiie former 

(3) Tlle Cfoverrior of Kweichow, Li liigh officer, in wliioh it  is atated that Kill 
Pul kiilg, rnenorializes in reply to a decree Sliiin arrived near Maiiaa ou the alld 
Iie llHs reßelved, to tlie effact that iio Septeinber, 1876, at the Iiead of hiß for& 
replirt lind to haiid as to the degree cavalry aiid foot-soldiers, and proceeded 
of faliIlly coliileotiori between himself arid to effect aii iiivestmeiit of the place. 01, 

the Liu Yoh-ahu ifStIJB#l, 4nd 
tlbe 7th September he opened aii artillery 
fire, with heavy breecli-loadiiig ~ h e l l - ~ u i ~ s ,  

calliiig for ct statemeiit froiii liiin Oii tliis 011 tlie nortli-east angle, directiiig iii psreoii 
a1lhject. He has t0  ex~lniii  reply that, tlie bombardineiit wliicli was coiidiicted 

by al~lioiigli like himeelf Li11 Yoh-ßhu iß ~ ~ i ~ ~ , j ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  y>erig ~~e~~~ ~ a y t a l i l  
tintive of the proviiice of Buiiaii, tlie per- ctiaiig yü1,-liri. A breach of upwards of 
sonal ncqiiniiitance hetweeii them liad been ,.bang (about 14 feet) 111 widtll having 
of tiie elightest descriptioli. The oEcial beeil egected in ttie bnstiori, of in qilestioii was seilt to ßerve in  Kweichow the troops advaiiced uilder of tliis 
a t  the iiistaiice of the late Goveriior, and sUCCeSß to tlie foot of the aiid 
he then attracted the memorialist's iiotice stormiilg party direCted by I ( ~ ~ ~  ~ h ~ ~ ~ ,  
1)y hin aCtivitJ' in the O~erat ions  agaiiist himßelf aud oiie of his priiicipai iieutellantr, 
tlie rebels. I n  1874-6 the memorialist's to advance up the breach. ~h~ deferlße 
third was betrotfied t0 was, however, so obstinate, aiid the ram- 
daiigllter, but as neitlier of the ~ a i r h a d  Part, wlien gained, so narrow, that tlie reached the m8rriagenh1e agev the uniOn troops were uiiablo to deploy after effectiiig 
lias liot yet takeri place ; aiid " Liu yOh- a lodgmeiit, and the attack conseqtietitly 
shu was e m ~ l O ~ e d  in mi l i t a r~  aerrice the failed, In this engagemeut, upwnrds of 
memorialist, iii oonformity with regulation, 400 0f tlle enemy killed, arid 
)lad not ~ e t  reported the faot of thls f a m i l ~  the side of the army, tlie 1o.q~ amounted 
connexion. He nOw dOes iii r e p ' ~  t0 to upwards of one huiidred On 13th 
the Imperial inq1iiry.-Rescript : I t  is sept., ~~~~~~l Y&kw'en a r r ive~  
noted. Let Liu Yoh-shu return to Sze- at tlle head of bis force, alid he was 
cli'wan, aH hefOre Ordered, t0 await a ~ ~ o i n t -  ordered to Lake up a poaitioii ori tlie north- 
meiit t0 Office. (N-B.-FrOm hia riauie~ it west of the toan. B e  suoceeded, on the 
w0tild apPear that the offioial above refer- 19th September, in taking the north-wes6 
red to is a brotiier of Liu Yoh-chao, the bastion by suryrise, killirlg some ten or 
aovernor-General of Yünnan and Kwei- more of the defenders ; bUt desperat,, 
ohow, who was dismiased from office the rußh being made On the-part of the 
3rd Deoember, 1875.) son, he was eveiitually obliged to fall back. 

Jan. 24th.-The Governor of Honan On the following night aiiother attempt waa 
memorializes reporting 'the measures rnade to take the angle-tower by atorm, 
iiistituted at  the proviuoial capital for the arid an aasault was made in whicli g r e d  
relief of the dis t re~s cauaed by drought 1 0 s ~  was inflicted upon the garrison; buh 
during the past summer. Fonr agencies the attackirig Party was thrown into Gon- 
have been opened, a t  wkich eacli destitute fußion by the accidental explosion of 8 
Person is furnißhed with a bowl of congee magreine, which brought down Part of the 
per diem, and a wädded garineilt is given, buildilig arid Crushed some ten or more of 
so far as circumstanceß adniit, to tliose the att,acklllg party, Cfeiieral Ma hiinself 
wlio itre iiisutticieiitly clotlied. l'liere nre recelving a colltusioii. Auother partY 
aboiit 27,000 destitiite persoiis a t  yreseut jiad l r leal lw~li~e se1aed tlie breach aiid 
receiviiig reiief iii tliis rriaiiiier. erected three barriers upori the crown of 

Jaii. 26th.-( Cuiirt Circiilar. ) The the Wal1 ; buh a stroiig so i~ t l i e r l~  witid 
Priiice of 'L'iiii and others returiied thanlra which sprang up about 4 a.m b'ew the 
Tor d~iiatioilß o f  ß ~ a l l o w e ~ - r i e ~ t . - T l ~ ~  smoke forward iii siicli den80 cloiids that 
Goreriior of Sliiin-t'ieii Fii reported a fall tlie troops were conipelled oiice more 
of hetweeii oiie aiid two iiicties of snow to retire. The loßß of tlle 9uemY was 
at  Peltiiig. estimated a t  upwardß of 3UO9 arid that 

Tso Tsiiiig-t'niip, Goveriior-General of of the attacking party at  upward* of 
8heiiai and Kniieiili, aiid Iinperial 200 meii. Tlie garrison repaired the 



breachee during the niylit, by meaiie of 
barriers of eartli secured betweeti fasciries 
Tliey maiutaiued a t  the same time a 
brilliaiit light by bonfires of wood 
and atran steeped iu oil, aiid were 
aotively on tlieir guard. The guard-houses 
aloiig the walle were at the same time 
loopholed and preparatioiis were made 
for the discharge of " oil-guiis," witli a 
manifest iiiteiition to offer resistatice to the 
death. The besiegiiigforceineaiiwhiie tlirew 
up stroiig stockades withiii tlie euburbs. 
Iiiforinatiou haviiig beeii obtaiiied through 
spiee oii the 28th September tliat a sally 
was contemplated oii tlie park of the eiierny, 
the troops were put oii the alert, aud an 
advaiice was made beyoiid the line of the 
stockades, iu the course of wliich soine 
scores of the eiiemy were killed. Oeiieral 
Liu Huiig-fah liad a fiuger shot off in tliis 
eiigegemeiit. A farther atternpt hdviuy 
been made to storin the wall, i t  was re- 
yulsed with a loss of upwards of 70 killed. 
Iii the course of tlie iiext few daye, more 
than ten sirnilar attempts were made, 
either with sctlling ladders a r  by climbiug 
iip the waila, and great loss was iriflicted ou 
the garrieon, but the attacks were iiivari- 
ably frustrated by the persisteucy of tlie 
defence. Two Brigadiers aiid several sub- 
ordiuate officers were killed ; aiid the loss 
inflioted oii tlie euemy is estimated a t  up- 
wards of 700. Tlie assailaiits lost upwards 
of 200 rank and file. Reiiiforoerrierits of 
Huuan troops meaiiwhile arrived, and 
were disposad about tlie south and aouth- 
weat of the towu, where thcy tlirew up 
large batteries, and were ernployed with 
Kin Shuu's owii force iu diggiug a lony 
treneh, which was completed by the 13th 
October, by which time Yurig-ts'tiari, the 
Military Governor and Cummander-in- 
ehiaf of the Ili  region, had come up to 
assist in the operations. On the night of 
the 16th a mine was dug from the auburb, 
and at noon on the following d i y  i t  was 
sprung, dect ing a breach of upwards of 
two ckng in width in the wall. An 
m a u l t  was immediately delivered, but the 
mueketry fire of the defenders, aupported 
by showers of bricks aud stotiea from the 
wall, was uo heavy that a lodgineiit could 
not be effected, After a boiubardrnent of 
the interior of the town, tlirowiiig sorne 
acoree of heavy shot into the place, the 
aasault was given up. I t  was ascertairied 
from certain refugees of tlie populatioii 
that the so-styled Geiieral of ttie rebela, 
Han Hiiig-nung, had beeii killed in tlie 

I bombardment. A combiiied assault was 
again rnade on the breach oii the inorniiig 

1 of the 18th by Kiu Skun's diviaion aiid 

I 

the Hunan troops, biit the  gar^^&^&&% 
erected iiiterior defeiices iu ttie s l i ~ ~ & $  
barricadea covered witli ~ e t  falt rllgu W& 
protectiou agaiiist the fire of  tlie attackiiig 
party, aiid the aesaultiiig coliimii was onak3 
more obliged to retire, witk a losa of 
riinteen killed and iiiiiety-five wouiided. 
Atiother mine was ruii iip to tlie wall 
ori the niglit of the 28th, aiid a breacli 
having beeii effected aii asstlult a t  oiice 
took place. A slaugbter of tlie defeiiders 
iii couiitleas iiiimbera eiisued ; but the 
whole atmosphere becomiiig obsciired by 
clouds of smoke aiid dciat, driveii before a 
strong soutlierly wind, the troops were 
unable to see a yard before thein, aiid iii 
a fierce oiislaught made by tlie defeiiders, 
iiiider Cover of tliis advaiitage, Geiiernl 
Yaug Pi-yao was killed, sword iri Iiaiid, 
by a giiiisliot wouiid, aiid Gdiieral 
K'ung Ts'ai was wouiided. Tlie lose of 
tlie assaulting party iu this attack waa 
190 killed arid woiiiided. On the 1st 
aiid 2nd November sorties were made by 
tlie garrison, wtio crossed the besiegers' 
trencties, but they were repulsed by tlie 
fire of tlie troops. A farther attempt iii 
the saine directioii was, however, iiiade ; 
but tlie treiiches were qaiiiied i i i  silence, 
aud tlie approacliea were priivided with 
ropes and iron hooks. On the expected 
attack beiiig made, a large riiirnber of tlie 
enemy were laid low by ttie fire whicli was 
opeiied upoii them ; arid tliree of ttie attnck- 
iiig party haviirg fallen iii tlie ditcii, tliey 
were dragged up  irito the treiioli by tlie 
hooks attrolied to the ropes. These pri- 
soners stated that tliey Game froiri tli9 
country west of the Yellow fliver, 
belonging either to Si-riing or Ho Chow, 
and that, the provisions of the garrison 
being exhausted and no road opeu for 
flight, the leader, named Hai-yen, 
who had suoceeded to command on tbd 
death of Han Hing-iiung, had seut them 
out to aacertain how matters stood, with a 
riew to seizing aome occaeion of getting 
away. On the examination being concluded, 
the prisoners were beheaded. At midnight 
on the 4th November Bai-yen cnme out to 
Sü Hio-kuiig's cnrny, and begged to be 
permitted to surrender. Kiii Sliuii liere- 
upon coiriiiiarided Iiiin to deliver ug tlie 
horses arid arms of bhe garrisoii, aiid to 
Iiaiid over, iii boiids, tlie leaders of tlie 
rebels, after which he was to drrw iip lists 
of the reiiiaitider of tlieir iiiirnber, wlio 
were thereiipoii to be called upon to 
aiisser to tlieir iiames. aud be severally 
dealt wttli accord~i i~  to circuiristncices. 
Hai-yeii ayreed to do tliis. At dnyhrenk 
on the 6th Noveiriber, e body of 2,000 oi. 



qI1m fif tlie garrisou sallied out from the 
q w t  gate, tlie ceiitre of tlie colunin con- 

' &ting iii aged persotiy, womeu, aiid child- 
raii, who were guarded on all sidea b~ 

' deteriniiied fightiug wen, with arm8 in 
tlieir hau& ; alid Kin Shuil, knowing 
them to be treaciierously disposed, cauaed 
his troops to stand to their arm.. 
Ehinan troopa, ori tfie north of the citY 
Vers &rawri,w i@ hattle array, 8s 
&Q ~b &\V~~~Y)UII  OP ehe aouth froiit, 
ppb&g 8 sw@mf+e aavalry diviaion was 
~ g . ~ k d  & khe, cotpwanding pointa, ili order 
tlrf,,~x*vaiit escqpe,, Sü Hio-kung was 
t& p m e  t iqe  ordered to go forward and 
4 1  UPOI* ~ i e  adpasiciag bodg to throw 
&owip &ir Rrina, whereupori their live8 
*uld still be s p ~ e d  ; but the so-styled 
General of the. rebele, HO Luh by nauie, 
suddeqly &e&. off a pistol and set his 
trogpa an bo qake  a rush a t  tlie treriches. 
Sq. Eio-kemg &i$ant.iy ordered his men to 
obarg@, ali$ , H o  Luh wes taken and 
b e h m d d  . in 3ron.t of the line of 
bLaattle. Xhe rebel leaders aud the desperate 
fq%nting-laea a t  their back, abandoniiig 
their women and children, made a bold 
rudh forward, bwb they were enveloped by 
varioua divisions ot the Hunan troops and 
the f o ~ c e  under E i n  Sliun's own command, 
bnd tha greater number of them were put 
tU, the sword, One of the so-styled Generals 
uf the rebels, seeing that all hope was lost, 
shot himself with a pistol, and every man 
of the scattere4 hoat was captured and 
ä6eaded  by one or other of the cavalry 
dfvisions. Thq infastry meanwhile had 
lqjd handr upon and executed all the rebels 
rgmairiiiig within the city, sparing the 
womeii siid cliildreii aiid aged persoiis, who 
were exempted from this act of retribiition. 
H?i-yen aiid other lenders were c~ptured  
alive, aiid after beitig examined bef ore 

Shuti and his colleagues, wer0 put, 
to death with tlie extreme of torture. The 
qrpses of Hau Hiiig-nung, Ei3h-teün, arid 
other leaders, together with the remains 
of the self-styled Prince of the Pure 

peligion], T'o-teh-lin @ @, wer0 

searched out and exhumed, arid out to 
peces, as a public example. Th~is, 0r1 the 
16Lh Novembm, the aouth city o f .  Mallas 

ie-capbiired, the lcaaders of the iri. 
surgeiite deatroyed, and their foIlowera 
exrtermiriated. Iii additioii to the fore- 
going report frorn Kin 81iuiil the Taotai 
Liu Kiii-t'ang, in chief cominand of tlle 
Hunaii troops, has further reported to tlie 
Same effäct on Uie proceediiigs of bis owt1 
foroes. It  has to be obeerved, iii conclu- 
siou, that after the capture of UrLlriitsi 

and Tih-hwa Cliow, P e l ~ - ~ e n  H u  the 
other leaders of tlie Sheiiei insuryeilts fle,l 
soiitliwards, in coiicert with tlie inellrge~b 
bodies that had been in occupatiOii of. 
Oh'ang-ki, HLI-t'ii-pili, and north ; whilst ttie rebela of ~011th Mariw, truating 
to the suiali riize and strong deferices of tlle 
towu, determiiied toliold thie moiiritain fast- 
iieea to the death. During tlie period of twa 
rnontha aiid iipwards ucciipied by the siege, 
heavy losses were oustained by the ftower 
of tbe army ; buh, ttianka to the favouririy 
miglit arid good fortiine of the Sovereign 
on the throne, the etitire force was actriated 
by a siugle-minded resolve which liae 
eiiabled them utterly to destroy the band 
of rebels wlio have maintained themseisea . 
in nrms for so lorig a period of years. 
The bestowal of appropriate distinctions is 
coiisequeiitly, with due eubmissiou, soli- 
cited The two namea put forward at  the 
head of a long list of recommendatioiis are 
those of Generals Liu Eung-fah and M i  
Yü-kw'en, followed by those of the Mauchu 
General Sha-kh-tu-lin-cha-bu, aiid General 
K'ung 'i'slai, with which the p r e ~ e n t  day's 
impresaion ends. 

Jan. 26th.-The wholeof to-dny's Gazette 
is occupied with the continuation of the 
list of recornmendationa for honours in 
reward for the capture of Manas.-For 
rescript see Bmette of 14th inet. 

Jan. 27th.-(1 and 2.) Decrees in  reply 
to memoriale from Ch'ung How, acting 
Governor-General of Shengking, who has 
denounced a certain Secretary of a Board, 
named Ta'i Tsin-t'ang, and a captain named 
Ohang Teh-kung, for abuse of offlcial 
authority whilst executing a rnhsion on 
public busineso to tlie province of Kirin. 
The offences charged against them are 
extortion by mearis of threats, arid the 
illegal display of implemeiits of torture. 
They are atripped of their rauk and 
ordered to be pl~ced on trial. A second 
decree orders some civiliau officiale, whoae 
services Ch'uiig How has appliäd for, to be 
seilt to Aim from the provirice of Chihli. 

(3) The Board of Ceremoriies meinori- 
alizes with reference to the cerernoninl to 
be obeerved at  Court a t  tlie Chinese New 
Year, with Special refereiice to the 
moiirning still in continuaiice for the 
decease of the late Emperor. ( F o r  rescript 
see Gazette of 14th iiist.) 

(4) The actirig Governor of Shanhng, 
Li  Yüan-hwa, memorializea reporting the , 
execution by tlie lingeririg proceas ( l 'hT 
AYe)  of a i u n ~ t i c  for the murder of hin 
father. The usual particulars are given. 

.Tan. 28th.-(2) A decree in mply to a 
memorialfrum the Mauchu General-in-chid 
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abutmenta (oi groynes 9) are required to ~ ~ $ ~ ~ ~ ~ , " ~ p u t ~  Lieutenant-~eneraii for 

give ~rotection to the dykes. The material (2) A Decree. The Vice-President yüan 
principally used for revetting the Bur- Pao-li6iig haa memorislized Ua propoaing 

face OE tlie abutments is milleb atalks ; arid : ~ t ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ O ~ f h $ o ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ;  according to regulation, fuilds slioiild be 
issued in september of aach year, for the to place tlle admiliißtration of the pro. 
purchaae of this material iinmediately aEter vi"ce O' Fulikieii in the Iianda of the 

theharveat, pwilIg to financial difliculties, Goverrlor-General alone. Let the depart- 

i t  arranged years ago tliat $/lOtha 
mellts concerned couaider arid report here. 

of the amouiit required slioiild be insued UpOn' 
before the end of each year, and the Feb. 1st -(Court Circular.) The Minia. 
remaiIlder in the following spring. Ap- ter Li  Eurig-tßao returned tliaiiks for tlie 
plicationa having now been received froin beatowal of a title of caiioriization on liis 
the two Taotais in charge of tlie upper grandfat1ier.-YingHan,Li.uteiiant-(lelie- 

I 
arid lower divisions of tlie works, the ral of Urumtai, had audience of leave. 
provincial excliequer Iias been called iipoii A Decree. Tlie overflowiiig abiiiidarice 
to  provide tlie ainount of Tin. 40,000 for of tlie State'a compasaioiiate regard is 
the oiie and Tls. 25,000 for the otlier, to diffused over every part of tlie Imperial 
be expended in tlie mariner abore de- dominioii ; arid auxiety prevails by day 
ncribed. arid niglit iii tlie eariieat care tliat is bes- 

(2) The acting Goveriior of Sliantung towed iipon tlie welfare of tlie people. No 
memorializes with reference to the require- soorier are reports received from the Iiiglr 
meiita of tlie coming year on behalf of tlie provincial autlioritiea respecting visitatioiia 
Yellow River and Canal works. A de- of flood or drouglit, thaii maiiifestationa 
spatch has been roceived from tlie Board of of boiinty are at once voiiclisafed, with 
Revenue, stating that tlie qiiota of graiii the liope of alleviating tlie efforts of tlie 
from Kiang-peh is to be brouglit iip iiext massea. Frorii the time wlien tlie pro- 
year, as before, by tlie Canal ; aiid viiices iii general became afflicted by 
directing tliat timely meaaiires be takeii oiitbreaks of brigandage, tlie populatioii 
for dredging tlie aectloiis tliat liave Iias decliiied, tlie prosperity of former 
become silted iip. Tlie momorialiat times lian fxiled to re-establiali ftself 
proceeds to represeiit tiie serious dimiiiu- in its iutegrity, and the people ab 
tioii iii tlie available deptli of water in large liave beeil crippled iii tlieir meaiis 
the Caiial, wliicli ia the result of tlie silt of livelihood. Iii tlie retireinent of Our 

I 
depoaited by tlie waters of the Yellon paluce, coiistant hna been tlie grief tliat 
River, aiid furtliermore tlie iiisecurity of . liaa sileiitly boriie sway. During tlie coiirae 
tlie riew embaiikmeiits, ieveral lioiidreds of tlie preserit year, proviiices such an 
of Zi in extent, oii tlie soutli side of tlie Ohilili, Sliaiitung, Hoiian, Kiaiigsu, aiid 
Yellow River, wliich liave to witlistand Nyaii-liwei tiave beeil afflicted witlidrought, 
tlie whole force of the current, aiid tlie wliilat otliers, such aa Kiaiigai, Futikieii, 
rnaiiitenaiice of whicli in a state of due aiid Cli6lilriatig have experieiiced dis- 
eBciency can only be aecured by tlie exer- astroiis floods. Slie nufferings of the 
cise of constant watclifuliiess aiid energy famii~e-striclreii poyulatioii, overwlielmed 
01) the part of tlie officials and labotirers with miaery aiid driven to abandoii tlieir 
employed in tlie embanlzment services, and homes, are before all tliiiiga deserviug of 
ttie comlnand of sufficient rnateriala for conimiseratioii. Ernineiitly it in tlie duty 
periodical repair. Tlie memorialist pro- of all aiitlioritiea lioldiiig juriadictioii 
po8os very sliortly to make a tliorougli over the regiorin affected to exert 
inspection of ttie workn iii person ; aiid in every effort to afford relief, iri re- 
order to meet the pressing reqoirements vereilt syrnpatlig with the benevoleiit 
of tlie mornent he haa ordered tlie aiiin of iriteiitioii of their Sovereigxi ; buh, 
Tl#. 100,000 to be provided by the Grain ~tltlioii~li officiala wiio strive to adhere to 
Intendant of the province, from any a rule of rigliteoua ooiiduct aiid devote 
available f unda in reserve. tlieniaelves tliorougtily to tlie intereßtß of 

Ja]>. 31ßt.-(l) A decree based upon a tlie people are iiideed not waiitiiig, the:-- 
memorial from the office of the Pekiiig are ttle Same tiiiie iiievitabl~ other 
Field Force (%G%-ki ging,) which lias re- lluworLhy occupaiits of the oftice of district 
ported tliat the labe Superiiitendeiit of goveriiors, wlio rnake tlieir publio dahier a 
(I'uatoms at  Cariton, W6u T'ien, haa con- for  tlle pursiiit of private eilda, aii 
tribiited a siipply of arme at Iiis owil ex- wlio are calloiis to tlie ernbarrnsflinelits 
penae. By W R ~  ~f reward, lie is placed tlie people. Nay, tliere ore even those w1.0 
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tion and religious proiely tes (E%) are 
equally the Sovereign's childrei~, arid no 
iiividiriiia distinctioua were at tlie outaet 
drawn betweeii them. Let the proviucial 
governments (rts itforesaid) give orders 
to  all siibordiiiate authorities that in  
all diaputes which may be brought 
forward for judicial uettlement, i t  ie 
incumbent upon tliem to deal with the 
qi~estion in an equitable nianner, dis- 
tiiiguialiing only between riglit and wrong, 
and not distiiiguisliiiig brtween the 
geiieral populatioii aiid the proselytes, 
but pronounciiig their decisions with due 
promytitude. Let not the least approach 
to partiality be indulged in, or protracted 
delays be interpoaed, thus involving in 
incoiivenience tlie partien on botli sides. 
Let tliis Decree be promulgated for 
their iiiformation. @.B.-The plirase 
mz2.n Liao, used i n  the foregoing memo- 
rial, ia appropriated by conventional 
iiaage to diatiiiguish the Cliinese people 
in  general arid tliose among them who are 
profesaorn of Cliristianity. Tlie preaent 
Decree ia remarkable as being the firat 
ßpontaneous acknowledgment of tlie righta 
of Persona belonging to the category.) 

Feb. 2nd-3rd.-(N.B.-From this date 
until ten days after tlie Ctiiiieae New-Year, 
tlie @wette  will be published og alternate 
days only.) 

L, !:~b;d L 

~ i a &  memorializea reporting that Mei H'i- 
cliao, the Lieiiteiiant-Goveruor (Fan-t'ai) 
at Nanking, wlio has served already two 
triennial periods in his preaent office, liad 
lianded over his post to the suocessor 
appointed to take temporary cliarge of his 

1 duties, aiid was about to leave for Peking 
to liave audience, in fulfilment of an 
Imperial Decree permitting tliis. 

Feb. 4th arid 6th.-(1) A Decree, in 
answer to a inemorial froin tlie Board of 
Civil Office, requestiiig an expresaion of 
the Imperial plensiire in tlie case of tlie 
son of Hwang Choli, the lately appointed 
Provincial Literary Chancellor of CIiBIi- 
kiaiig, who is employed under tlie 
Government OE the Same province. It is 
decreed that Fiwang Suh-cli'ar~g, the 
individiial in  question, be required to 
remoie into a~iotlier jurisdiction. 

(2) Tlie Censor Chaiig Kwan-chun me- 
morialises oalliug attention to tlie diatre.8 
prevailing in the province of Sliansi i n  
consequeiice of the drouglit of the paat 
seasoii, aiid exposing the impropriety of 
conduct whicli lias in recent times become 
habitual with the district Magistrates, in  
coiicealing the fact of impendiiig scarcity 
from their superiors. Whether from wank 
of Courage or want of will, this constaiitly 
tnkea plsce, the motive iii general beii~g a 
desire to piit a false glose on the state of 
affairs. Tlie reports of travellera from 

uiljuatly wrest the law to PurPosei OE 
seltiati yain, wlio, iii defiuiice of regulatioii, 
demaiid exceaaive impoats, who in some 
a a s e  refrain from makiug due report of 
natural calamities, whereby tlie siifferings 
of tlie people are kept froin reachiiig tlie 
eara of those in aiithority, aiid who, iii 
otliers, by ooncealing tlie actual facta, 
enforce tlie collection of taxes in despite of 
the remisaions or poatporierneiita grarited, 
tlius causiiig tlie poor to be debarred 
from the bounty voucliaafed on their be- 
half. Praoticea auch an these are deaerv- , iiig O E  the profuiindest abliorrence. We 
l4y Our iiijuiictioiis hereby upon tlie - Manchii Generals, Governors-General, riid 
Governors of all the provinces, to set 
aside partiulity or favonritism, and to 
iiiatittite active meaßurea of supervieion, 
deiiouncing to Ua forthwith. for puriisli- 
meiit aiiy iiiatances of abuse such as thone 
herein referred to, and holding it  as an 
eaaential requirement tliat tlie massea O E  the 
people be reached by tlie bounteousness of 
Our grace, and be enabled to rttend in 
comfort to tlie avocations of their live- 
bhood, in thia wise c~rresponding to 
the rrgard tliat i n  clierished for the peo- 
ple9a welfare. Both the general popula- 

(1) A decree in reply to a memorial froal. 
the Governor-General arid Goveriior 
Yüiinan, who have reported the trial he 
arid senterices pronounced upon tlie c 
and niilitary officiuls guilty of allowing 
citiea of T'bng-yiieh (Momein), etc., to 
captured by rebeln. After the city 
!i"6ng-yüeh liad been seized by 
traiiibanda in league with certain lawleaa 
revolters, which eve~it was followed by the 
lose in succession of Shi~n-iiiiig and Yüii 
Cliow, aiid on the recovery of these placea 
by tlie provincial forces, the civil and 
military officiali concerried were brought 
to the proviricial capital to be dealt witIi. 
Thoee whose offence in voluntarily sub- 
mitting to the revolters was of the graver 
clasa, to wit, Clieng K'ai-yüan, the officer 
already atripped of hia raiik aß captaiii i n  
the T'&-yüeh command, and B u  Chan- 
ngao, Iahe acting captairi in the Sliun-nirig 
conimand, havealready aufferedtbeextreme 
psiialty of tho law after due process of trial 
by Liu ChJang-yeo and liis colleague. Let 
the Board of Puiiislimeiits take iuto 
consideration and report upon the sontences 
propounded in the caae of the remainiiig 
officialn. 

(2) Tfie Governor-General of the Two 
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shansi represent the xtate of tlie afflicted 
dißtricts as worse than anytliing that haa 
been known for ten or fifteen yeara, and 
the dißtreße of tlle is aggravated 
by tlieir dread of the enforcement of 
taxation, to meet whicll they are driven to 
tlle necesaity of selliiig their wives aiid 
obi1drell arid rnortgaping their Iaiided 
property arid houses. TJnIess measiires be 
prOmPtly taken to afford relief to tlie 
destitute, oytbreaks of brigaiidage may be 
appreliended ; alld i t  is solicited that the 
G~~~~~~~ of Shanfli be commanded t~ 

enqub~  to be made respecting the 
actaallg in  distress, and to 

ortuße a diitribution of food to be uiider- 
taken uilder the superviaioii of officials 
arid respectable residents. (For rescript 
see Gazette of January 22iid.) 

Feh. Gth-Tth.-(Court Circuiar.) Ting 
Pao-oli&g, Goveruor-General of Sze- 
cli'wan, had audience of leave. 
, (I) A decree permittiiig Hi YGan, Man- 

qhu General at Hang-chow, to come to 
Peking for audience. The Lieuteiiant- 
General, Tsi Luh, ia appointed to act in  
his absence. 

(2) Tha Governor of Shensi memorializes 
reporting tlie trial arid seiitence of a 
criminal guilty of the murder of two 
pernona, a husband and wife. Tlie priaoiier, 
Cliang Si-lin, waa a native of the district 
of Ch'u, and bad lived as neiglibour to tlia 
daughter-in-law of tlie murdered peraoiis, 
before her marriage witli their soii. ' l t  
appears tliat a guilty coiiiiection had 
siibsiated betweeri tlie two before the 
nlarriage of tlie girl, and this had been 
contiiiued at  iiitervals after her rnarriage, 
oii the occasions of Iier viaits to her 
mother's house. Her mother-in-law re- 
nionatrated with her upou her coiiduct, 
aiid on one occasion striick Iier. A sliort 
time afterwards she met Iier paramour, to 
whom she complaiiied of tlie treatment slie 
had received, and Cliaiig $i-liii hereupoii 
msolved to carry her off by an elopenieiit, 
iii .order to oontinue tlie gratificatioii of hia 
guilty attacliment. H e  accordingly agreed 
with the woman that Iie sliould secretly 
await her that night behitid her house ; 
aiid tlie appointed hour, leaviiig her 
husband asleep, slie stole away at midnigli t 

' witli Cliang Si-lin. The pair were puraued 
On dißcovery reaultiiig the next moriiiiig, 
arid they wer0 traoked by tlie pareiits, a 
month later, to a temple i i i  au adjaceiit 
district. TLieabacondiiig wife waarecovered, 
butlierparamour escaped, notwithstandiiig 
the effortß of the Magistrate's police to 
appreliend him ; biit, feariiig even- 
tual arrest, aiid full of resentmeut 
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a t  the loßß of hie paramour, he 
determined to reveiige liiinself by tlie 
ninrder of her Iiunbaiid's father, ~~f 
Siaiig-]an. Witli thia iiiteiit, Iie entered 
Tai siaiig-]an's Iioiise at  iioon on the g t h ,  
Jiine last, armed witli a sword, arid takin$i 
bis victim at  uiiawares, stabbed him i 
the abdomen. Tlie wife of tlie woundea - 
man was attracted to tlie apot by Iiis cries,, 
and ehe likewise was stabbed aiid Iiacked 
by Chaiig Si-liii, wlio dealt similar 
woiinds to tlie daiighter-in-law, liis Para- 
mour, also, on lier coining likewise to tlie 
reacue. Tlie elder couple died of ehe in- 
jiiries inflicted upon tliem, but t h e i ~  
daiigliter-in-law has recovered ; and tlie 
murderer, having been captured in the 
act, has beeil placed on trial, togetlier 
with the daiighter-iri-law. The seiiteiice 
passed iipon Chaiig Si-lin, iii coiiformity 
with the law, ia decapitation witliout 
poatposement for fartlier revisioii ; and 
upon Tai Liang-slie, Iiis paraniour, the 
penalty of death by atrangiilation, aß tlie 
peiialty prescribed by tlie statute iri the 
caae of murder of a parerit in conseqlience 
of illicit sexual relatioiia oii tlie part of a 
son or daugliter, is siinilarly pronouiiced.- 
Jlescript : Let tlie Board OE Piinishmeiita. 
coiinider andreport Iiereupon witlioutdelay., 

Feb. 8th-9th.-(1) A deciee iii reply to "9. memorial from tlie Censor Wang Hin 
wlio has solicited the severe puiiialime~i 
of liigli officiala guilty of arbitrary 
and oorrupt partiality in adjudicating a, 
crimiiial caae of a serious nature. The, m 

Cennor has stated tliat, iii  ths caae coii- 
cerniiig tlir decease of Koh P'in-lien, av 
iiative of the district of Yu-hang iri Cheli- 
kiaug, the law haa beeil net a t  noiiglit 
from motives of corrupt partiality, aiid 
depositioiie liave been fabricated by the 
Governor of the Province, Yang Cli'arig- 
sün, before wliom tlie case was tried in  
the firat iiintaiice, and by tlie Literary 
Cliaiicellor Hu Jui-lan, wlio lield a subae- 
qiieiit trial oii appeal, arid Iie entreati 
a reacript amardiiig aevere piinisliment i ~ i  
tlieir caae.-Iii a matter so grase as a 
judicial iiiqiiiry affecting qoeatioiis of life 
and deatli, there can be iio more obvioua 
diity 0x1 the part of judges, or of high 
officera apecially appoiiited to investigate 
tlie case, thaii tliat of briiiging the moat 
eariient efforts to bear upbn the process of 
trial, to the end that theobjectsof impartial 
juetice may be secured. Cases ßucli 
as tliat a t  present in question are exceed- 
iiigly niimerons throlighout the Empire ; 
aiid the elacidation of tlie actual facts 
miist depeiid eritirely upoii tlie thorough- 
ness with wliich the officials placed iu  the 
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-, , ygon of judges devote themselves to  
.:",I 2 D -3tttzsk of sorutiny. 111 no wise is it  ad- 
. . .,,j&wible that thoy should choose to palter 

.; s i t h  the triith and to trifle with a que~tion 
. @E life and death. I n  the' present Gase, a 

eurther inqueat haa already been Iield by 
' the Board of Punishments, from which i t  

hau appeared that the depoaitionu taken a t  
the original trial were in  great meanure 
devoid of foundation. Let the Board of 
Punishments now fnatitute a searching 
invoatigation, with a view to eliciting the 
reasona which led to the want of good 
faith in ths  conduct of the original trial, 
i n  order tliat the actual facts may be dis- 
oovered without the slighteat evanion or 
aoncealment. Our pleasure nrhaIl be fur- 
ther declared with refereilce to the penal- 
ties incurred by Yang Ch'ang-niin and H u  
Jui-lan, when the case sliall Iiave been 
finally diepoaed of by the Board of Punish- 
men ts. 

(2) Tlie Covernor of Pünnan memori. 
alizer with reference to a caw of bigamy 
that has lately been dealt with, affecting 
a n  oEoial named K'ang TsJung-k'i, hold. 
ing rank as probationer for appointment 
to  tlie ofEce of Prefect's Secretary. H e  is 
a native of Sze-ch'wan, who obtained 11;s 
present rank by piircliase in  1871, arid was 
promoted to the 6th grade for servicea 
rendered at  tIie captiire of Yoiig-ch9aiig in 
1873. Haviiig been complairied against 
by  a woman named Fang Chom-nhe, he 
hau been placed on trial, and the followiiig 
facts have been elicited :-In 1872, tlie 
defeiidant setit a servaiit to his Iiome in 
~te-chlwan, to  bring his family to joiu Iiim 
in Yürinan, but his wife, being in badliealth, 
was unable to iiiidertake the journey. 
K'rng Ts'iirig-kli Iiereiipon, having 110 

male offapring, bethoright himself of aaaum- 
iiig a aecondary wife (conciibine), and Iie 
applied to a nelghbour iiamed Hu P1o-ulitln 
and a woman named Cliaiig Cliang-slie to 
act as go-betweens. These persous were 
aware that tlie wornan Feng Cliow-she Iiad 
a daugliter, Fang-she, wlio had l l ~ s t ,  her 
huaband and, being without meana of 
sapport, was desiroiis of marrying again. 
They tlierefore applied to her ; but Fang 
Gliow-she declined to allow her daughter 
to  become a concubine. The go-betweens, 
baving reported this to  defendaiit, he 
falsely atated to  them tliat liis firijt wife 
a n s  dead, and he agreed CO take Fang-she 
8k his wife in uecorid inarriage. Tliis was 
Sgreed to on tlie otlier side, aiid defeiidaiit 
tiieu drew up a coütract and marriage 

1872, Fang-she entered hii house a i  hfP 
wife; biib on the 10th May, 1873, 
first wife, who had recovered from her: 
illness, arrived a t  Yürinan Fti. Upon this, 
Kang  Ts'ung-k'i, fearing that disagree- 
ments would ensue between tlie two, 
delermined to send Fang-she back to her 
mother, to  marry again or noQas ahemight 
choose ; and having writben out a bill of 
renunciation of marriage, he persuaded 
Feiig Chow-she to take back her daughter. 
Fang-ahe wcm by this time already with 
child, and she gave birth to a boy on the 
27th January, 1874. On the 8th Jiine 
last, defendant went to Fang Chow-shak 
Iiouae and carried off the ohild, against 
the coneent of the woman ; and the pre. 
sent suit was conaequently lodged. The 
law is to the effect that any one who, 
being already married to a wiffs (tga 
marry another woman as wife, sha 1 auffer ? shall 
the penalty of ninety blowq and the 
woman shall be separated from him.jJ The 
defendant in  the present Gase is adjudged 
to hare incurred the penalty prescribed by 
law ; but in v l ~ t u e  of his privilege as a n  
official fiinctionary, it  becomes the duty of 
the provincial government to  memoriali~e 
and reqiiest that a penalty be decided upon 
in liis cnse by the Board of Civil office. 
The woman Fling-she is by law reqiiired to 
be separated fromliim and returned to her 
family. This havii~g already taken place, 
her case requires no farther consideratioii. 
Tlie oliild is given to defendant to  be 
brought up by him. TIie otber pwtiei 
to the case, iiicluding the mother, go- 
betweenn, &C., are dismiesed ; 6nd tlie 
decision arrived at  L submitted for ap- 
.proval. Rescript : Let the Boards Gori- 
cerned consider and report to Us. 

Feb. 10th-11th-(Court Gircu1ar.)-Tlie 
Board O E  Ceremonies reported on the 
10th instanb, that tlie Envoys from Corea 
have arrived a t  Pekiiig. N.B.-Thia is 
tlie annual tribute miseion. 

(1) A decree in  reply to a memorial 
from the Governor of Shansi, who haa 
reported in  detail the particulars relating 
to tlie districts afflicted by drought, ra- 
qiiesting poutponemeuts of taxation on 
tlieir behalf. Postponements of the levy 
of the amounts diie for 1876 are accord- 
ingly granted, the collection to take place 
after the current year's harvest. 

(2) The Goveriior of Cli6hkiangmernori- 
alizen reporting the resiilt of a trial lield 
with refererice to a case of homicide caused 
by a military oEcer in unauthorizedlp 
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dnferred itpon him on application made in 
~ ~ r i i ,  1875, by the late actitig Goveriior- 
General Ts'bn Yü-ying. After taking 
$he mal of office Iie proceeded iii per- 
&On to T'biig-yiieh (Ilioineiri), to instruct 
an.d organiza the soldiery atid to take 
Jileaaures, iii obedience to tlie Iiriperial 
commands, for providing for tfie defeiice 
af the frontier. A short time afterwards, 
a revolt took place in T'8iig-ch'wari, incited 
by lawless evildoers, and the memorialist 
proceeded with his form to quell this out- 
break, wliich he happily succeeded in 
doiiig. Subseqiiently to this, he received 
the Imperial decree appoiiiting him to the 
post of Brigadier-General of Yeo Kiaiig in 
Kwangsl. On Iieariiig the command from 
Beaven, he was struck aghast with rever- 
eiitial awe ; but as it  happened at  this time 
bhat an old wouiid broke out afreilh, aiid 
he waa fearful of occasioiiing a loss of time 
through the difficulty of hin recoveririg 
mfficieiitly to proceed to his post, lie wrote 
60 request tlie Goveriior-General Liu 
Ch'ang-yeo to memorialize for permission 
lo him to vacate this appointment, and for 
tlie beatowal of a period of cong6 for the 
benefit of his health. H e  likewise re-  
quested that an officer might be delegated 
to take over from him the seal of office 
as Genetal-in-chief. A revolt having 
broken out, however, a t  T16ng-yüeh, 
Shun-ning, and tlie adjacent region, he 
wau desired to proceed to the apot, as 
the newly-appointed General-in-chief had 
not yet arrived ; and he accordingly has- 
tened to the Scene of action in despite of 
his illness, and succeeded in recovering tlie 
cities which had beeil aeized by the 
revolters. I n  the meaiiwliile lie was 
permitted, by decree, to vacate liis appoint- 
ment to tlie cornmaiid in Kwangsi. After 
Dhe complete re6mtablisliment of order on 
the froiitisr he proceeded oii public busitieas 
to Yünnari Fu in tlie middle of November, 
aiid aß Hu Chuiig-ho, the iiewly-appoiiited 
General-in-cliief, had by the same time 
arrived at  the provincial capital, Iie Iiarided 
over the seal of office to hitn on the 23rd 
of tliat motith. H e  proceeds to recapitulate 
tlie nature of liis services for tlie last 
twenty years iil the military service 
in  Yüiinan, arid concludes by stating that, 
so soon as liis healtli stiall be restored, he 
will groceed to Peking aiid prostrate Iiiixi- 
self in tlie dudt before the oalace ~ o r t a l o  
to  receive the sacred instr~lctioiis *arid to 
solicit further emp1oymeiit.-Rescript : 
I t  is noted. 

Feb. 18th-19th.-(1-7) Decreea con- 
ferring the followiiig appointmeiits :- 

a.-Ying-kwei B@, from Assfstant 
Graiid Secretary, to become Grand Secre- 
tary (Ta Hioh Xhp); and to be relieved 
of his offices of Captaiii-General of the 
Gendarmerie and Comptroller of the Im- 
perial Eousehold. 

6.-Taai Liiig B&), from President of 
the Board of Reveniie to become Presi- 
dent of tlie Board of Civil office and 
Assistant Grand Secretary (Hieh-pan 1'a 
Hioh-Xhe.) 

C.-K,w9ei Ling ,@B to be transferred 
from tlie Presidentsliip of t h e y ~ o a r d  of 
Works to tEiat of tlie Board of Revenue ; 
and to be succeeded by King Lien BR, 

d.-Ts'üan K'ing &@ to become Pre- , 
eident of the ~ e n s o r a t s  (vice King Lien.) 

e.-Ch'ang Xü to succeed Ts'üan King as 
Vice-President of the Board of Ceremo- 
nies. K'ing Fuh to take his place as act- 
ing Vice-Presideiit. of the Board of War. 

f.-Yung Luh %ji[iS: €0 succeed to the 
poat of Oaptain-General of the Gendar- 
merie, arid Ch'bng Lin to be advanced to 
the post of senior Lieutenant-General. 
Tlie post of junior Lieutenant-aeiieral is 
conferred upoii Wbri Siu. 

g.-Mow Lin is appointed to the 
post 'of Comptroller of the Imperial House- 
liold. 

(8) The Board of Puniahments memo- 
rialize~ reporting the resiilt of the fartlier 
trial and iiew inquest Iield in the case of 
Koh P'in-lien, alleged to have beeri poi- - 
aoned by Eiis wife Koh Pih-slie. I n  obedi- 
ence to tlie ooinrnaiids received in tliia 
case the Board had summoiied before i t  
the Magistrate of tlie Yu-hang diatrict, 
Liu Sih-tuiig, w11o acknowledged that [at 
the first iriqueat held by him] owing t o  
monieiitary iiegligeiice, he had not made 
use of the extract of tsao kioh (Gleditscliia) 
and cleansed tlie silver probiiig-needle. 
Tlie Boaid fartlier addressed a commuiii- 
cation to tlie Gover~or-General of Cliilili, 
reqiiesting Iiim to place at its disposal an 
experiericed examiiier of corpses ; but to 
this request a reply was received statitig 
that no apecially qualified Person of this 
class was to be fouiid iii the province. 
Tlie Board consequently selected an ex- 
perieiiced examiiier from among those 
present a t  Pekiiig, and proceeded on the 
22iid Jaiiuary to hold an iiiqueat ori the 
remairis of the deceased, in the Ba i  
Hwei Temple oiitside the Eastern G 
of the city. I n  the presence of 



' ~ r inc ipa l  accused Person, Koh Pi-she, the 
pother of tlie deceased, Sh6n yü-ßhe, tlie 
weighbours Wang and Yü, the Magistrate 
and examiner who had held the origiiial 
Inquest, arid the police aiithorities of the 
auburbs, the coffin containing the remains 
of g 0 h  PJin-lien was carried forth and 
depoaited upon a clear and level Bpace of 
ground, where it  was opened. Ori exarniiia- 
tion, i t  was seen that the fleßliy iiitegumeilb 
of ths body had perished by decoiiiposition, 
aqd ordere were thereiipon giveii to take 
aut the bonea and subject tliem to tlie 
.hsts prescribed by rule. The examiners 
$iin I and Lien Shun shouted forth, upon 
hliiri, the follawing report :-IL We find in 
$he remaiiis of Koh P'in-lien that there is 
no reddish exfoliation on tlie surface of 
fhe skull ; that the upper and lower boiies 
of the mouth, the teeth, jawbones, 
hands, feet, fingere, toee, nails, aiid joiiits, 
are all of a yellowish-white colour ; 
i t  is only in  the rieighbourhood of tlie 
~ t e r n u m  that a darkish yelIow is seen, 
wliicli i s  due to irifiltration of the blood ; 
throughout the remainder of the body the 
bonea, of all sizee, are of a yellowish white, 
shewiiig no sigiis of the effect of poison; 
and oqr verdict is tliat death in this case 
was caused by diaease aiid not by poiaoii." 
Tlie Board has to obnerve hereupon that 
on refereiice to tlie records of this case, it  
appears tliat tlie District Magistrate of 
Yii-haiig rendered i t  as his verdict a t  the 
first iriqiiest that deceased caine by his 
death from the effects of poison-a atate- 
meut altogether at variauce with tlie resrilt 
of the preseiit inquest. The examiners 
Sün I aiid Lien Sliun declare tliat, had 
poisori been preseiit in  tlie syatem, tlie 
jaws, breast bone, liands, aiid feet, shonld 
present a greenisli-black appearance, 
whereaa the coloiir ~iow observed iai 
yellowish wbite. This proves that the 
deatli was due to ordiiiary disease. Tlieir 
declaratiou is in accordaiice with tlle 
atabemeiits of the Si P<ian Luh (Coronera> 
Manual.) The coloiir declared by tlie said 
exainiiiers having been verified by 
iiiapection On tlie part of the Board, to. 
gether with the District Magistrate and 
the examiner employed at  the original h- 
quest, the official form of iiiquest-finding 
was drawn up on tlie spot, and written 
deslaratioiis takeii from tlie examiners, 
witneases, and police-officials preserit a t  
the proceedings. Tlie Distfict Magistrate 
Liu Sih-tung fartlier made statemeiit 
pnder his own liaiid to the followiiig effect : 
- I L  A t  tlie inqiiest lield by me iii tlie first 
~sba i ice ,  tlie examiiiatioii niade of tlie 
iSftiP&ins waa inacolirate, owing to decom- 

positiou having set iii ; and the fact of 
blood issiiing froin the moutli and nostrils, 
and of greeiiish-black blisters beiiig ob- 
served on tlie srirface of the body, was 
taken as a proof tliat red araeiiic had 
been takeii. Oii the present examination 
being held, a t  wliich I have personally 
aasisted, it has been proved that deceaeed 
came by hia death not tlirough poison buk 
from the effects of dieeaae. This 1 have 
aacertaiiied by ociilar demoustration, 
aiid I have nothirig to say to the 
coutrary." These proceedings havirig 
been completed, the Board caiised tlie 
remaiiis to be restored to tlie co~tnn, 
wliich, liavirig been sealed up once more, 
was liaiided back to tlie custody of tlie 
police aiitliorities. The Board has farther 
to reqiiest tliat the District Magistrate 
Liu Sih-tung, who ia guilty of haviiig 
returned ari untrutliful finding at  an in- 
quest, be stripped of liia rank by decree ; 
and a farther trial shall be proceeded with 
to ascertain whetlier any wilful malprac- 
ticecr were lndulged in during the earlier 
stages of the jiidicial enquiry, aa alao to 
elicit the nature of tlie diseaae of which 
Koh P'in-lieii in reality died, and for wliat 
reasons Koh Pi-she and tlie other prisoriers 
have made false corifessioris of tlie com- 
mission of crime. Tliis liaving bean doiie, 
seiitences will be submitted according to 
the law. Tlie preseiit memorial is in the 
meaiiwhile Iaid before tlie 'L'hroiie.-For 
rescript see Gnsette of 29th Jariunry. 

(9) H u  Cliuiig-110, newly appointed 
General-in-cliief of Yünnan, reports having 
taken over tlie eeal of office from tlie 
acting incumbeiit, Yang Yü-ko, on the 
23rd November last. Iii tlie customary 
refereiice to his own iiicapacity and tlie 
importarice of liis duties, lie refers to the 
fact that tlie proviiice bordera, oii tlie 
West, upon Biirmah, which is in direct 
coiitact with the outer seas ; as also to tlie 
causes of posaible distiirbance present 
among tlie numeroua aboriginal tribes. On  
liis arraiigeineiits being completed Iie will 
leave tlie provincial capital to take up liis 
zsidence at liis proper post a t  Ta-li 
Ku. 

Feb. 20th-21st. -(I) Tlie censorate 
memorializea forw ardiiig two appeala 
lodged by Cliang Clieii-yüan arid Kwoh 
Tien-yüa~i, twnaiits of Goveriiment land 
in thr  Huiltiiig Groiiiids iiear Jehho, 
complaitiiiig of oppresaive exactiona on 
tlie part of tlie aiitlioritiea, against chargea 
oii whose part of illegal coiiduct against 
themaelvea tliey likewiae protesk. They 
atate that in tlie Spring of 1874 an officer 
ieiit by the Military Lieuteiiant-Governor 



o made hia appearance in tlie 
ntiiig Gro~iiid, and gave the cultivators 

nta settled on tlie land iiotice to 
move ritliin three days, failing wliich, 
ey were warnod, tliey would be buriit 

oiit. Upon thiri a thousarid or more of 
the inliabitanta came together in  a state 
ot alarrn r t  tlie atation wliere tlie official 
had t*ken up hin abode, and remained 
there for three or four dayi. Tlie official, 
dreadirig a poaaible disturbance, desired 
the two appellantn to admoninli the people, 
aud thii  thsr  did in  obedience to the 
commrnd8 thui laid upon them. Tliey 

, appeded to the people'a feelinga, aiid 
aisurod thein that tlie officer aeot by the 
Goveriimeut woiild provide tliem witli 
allotmonta elnewhere in compensation for 
the land8 from wliich tliey would be oiiated, 
The asremblage diapersed in conaeqiieuce 
of wliat appellaiits atated to them ; aiid ri 

protest i n  now entered agaiiiat the mia- 
reprenontatiou by which thin action on 
tlieir part lian been described an inter- 
ference witli a view to tlieir own profit. 
Afber tlio occurrence dencribed above Iiad 
taken place, tlie official dolegate proceeded 
into tlio Buiitiiig Ground, aiid, witliout 
making any allotuienta to tlie diapoaaesaed 
peraons, brought in  a detachmeiit of drilled 
troops to drive them out by foroe. Wheii 
allotments were siibaequeutly undertaken 
to be distributed, tliis was done with so 
little regard to justice that a Person who 
had i~ifluence woiild receive a k ' i f ~ g  (100 
mow) of land aiid be registered only aa 
the posaaasor of 80 mow, wliere&s to an 
applicarit withoub influeiice 80 mow would 
be rrckoned as a k'iiig. Frauds of various 
descriptions were perpetrated in tlie isaiie 
of tho land-warrants, to aiicli an exteiit 
that the registry-clerk eniployed, Xu T't9iig- 
lung by name, obtaiiied a suin of upwarda 
of Tla. 2,000 in nilver and Tls. 2,500 
worth of opium, over aiid above tlie 
amouiita placed in Iiiri Iiands trs Goverii- 
meiit deposits by tlie ciiltivators. Otiier 
instaaicea O E  rapacity aiid oppresaioii are 
accouiited ; arid appellaii ts iio W seek redress 
agaiiist tlie misrepresei~tations of tlieir 
conduct upon wliicli they Iiave beeri coii- 
demiied to aevere puiiiahinent and to 
forfeiture of their laiide. Tlie Ceiisorate, 
in submittirig tliis appeal, refers to a 
memorialfroin thelate Military Lieiiteiiaiit- 
Governor, wlio bas desomibed appellaiits aa 
the moat iiotorioiis pesta of tlie Hiintiiig 

ounds, arid bas solicited theirbaiiislimeiit 
tlie extreme aoiitli-westerii frontier to 

. ndergo military aervitude.-For reacript. 
appeal, see Gazette of 29tl; 

Feb. 22ed-23rd.-(Court Circular.) Mei 
KJi-cliao, Lieuteiiaut-Governor at  Nanking, 
paid his respects ou arrival a t  Peking, and 
liad audieiice. 
(I) A decree in answer to a memorial 

from Pao TJiiig, a Tutor of the State 
Academy of Lesriiing, who hau aiibmitted 
witli due reapect his views on thefollowing 
subjects. (1) H e  represeiits tliat of late 
years the diffusion of uuholy teacliings have 
become extreinely rife in  Kiangsu, Ch6h- I *  

kiang, aiid other provincea, and he requestic 
tliat commaiida be given for the publio , 
expoundii~g of the Sacred Edict, in ordeir 
tliat the teachiiigs of true morality may be 
uplield. The preactiiiig of tlie Homilie& J 
of the Sacred Edict is a duty the active 1 
perforrnance of wliich ie required in  fulfil- ,q  
ment of an illustrious ordinance, which, '< 
however, has come in too many instances 
of late to be regarded aa a dead letter by - 
the provincial authorities, wliose com- 
pliancs with i t  Iias been merely nominal. ' 
We liereby 'enjoin upon tlie Governor OE 
Shun-t'ien Pu, the Police-Cerisors of tlie ' 
capital, and tlie Covernors-General, Gov- - 
eriiors, and Literary Chaiicellors of alt I 

tlie provinces tliat they do iasue orders to 7 '  
tlie officials and iiotables within tlieir - 
respective j~irisdictioris to shew active , 
obedience to tlie rule prevailiitg in tliis 
reapect, without any approsch to laxity. I , 
Let tliem also take such steps aa they 
may fiiid necessary with referexice to tlie '- 
establislimeiit of preacliirig statione aiid . d: 
other matters relatiiig tliereto. On a 
former occasion We issued injunctions to 
tlie Oommal~ders-in-cliief of tlie forces 
throiighout the empire, and to tlie liigli 
provincial a~itliorities, directirig thein to ' 
recomineiid to Our iiotice ariy officials 
specially eiidowed witli military tslerit, 
reporting tlie exact classificatiou of tlieir 
several gifts, tlio oficials thus reported 
iipou to be placed oii lists for employment, 
with tlie object of providiiig a reserve of - 
oarididates tor military triists. Tlie pro- 
Position whicli tlie Tutor iiow memorializirig 
Us advaiices, to wit, that a Special braiiclr 
of tlie public exsmiiiatioiis slioiild be 

the earlier reigiis of the preseiit dynaaty), 
aiid tliat civilirii ranks aliould be bestowed 
iipoii tlie caudidates exaniined in tlie 
military art, is in all respects impr:ccticable, 
aiid We coinmand tliat i t  receive no furttier 
iiotice. Tlie formcr iiijuiictioiis to tlie 
liiyli officials aforesaid are now renewed. 
Tlie memorialist's proposal tliat all recom- 
meudatioiis laid before tlie Throne with 
reference to  improvement in the adminis- 

I iiiatituted, oii the priiiciple of tliat of the, , #  
Universal Competitions (iiistitiited i~iider U 



tration be made public, whether t h e ~  be 
found admissible or iiot, is rejected, as b~ 
no meaiie condiicive to tlie encourageinerit 
of good advice ; but the attention of all 
officials of the government is recalled to 
the Decree of the Empreases Rege114 issued 
011 tlle 27th Janbary, 1875, wllich t h e ~  
iIlvite expressions of opiniori on all subjects 
relating to the public service.-Wlth 
reg& to the observatioii coiitained in a 
goskscript Memorial, iu wliich tlie Tiitor 
states tliat, accordiiig to general ieport, a 
$re& illuminatioii in about to be held, for 
whiah purpoae an immerise rinmber uf 
lanterris have been rnaiiufactured, it hxs to 
be remarked that a t  the preseut moineut, 
whilst tlie obsequies of hia late Mnjesty 
and of the Empress his coiisort are still 
pending, and the couiitry at  large liaa 
auffered under repeated visitations of flood 
aud drought, eiitailing distress aiid iiiisery 
upou the people, i t  is out of the questioii 
that the Palace, troubled day arid niglit 
with aorrow and anxiety, should abxiidon 
itaelf to frivolous aniuseineiits. Tlieir 
Möjesties the Empresaes have heretofore 
slready laid stringent iiijuiictioiis upori 
Our persoual attendants, aud We decrea it  
uiilikely tliat they would veiitiire to at- 
tempt a practice of tliis kiud. What the 
Tutor haa heard, it  ia evideiit, is 
an erroneous report. Let tliis be pro- 
mulgated for the iuformation of all, a t  tlie 
capital aiid in the proviiices. (Note. -The 
Sacred Edict, i t  is well kuo wii ,  ia a treatise 
on moral, political, aiid social obligatioiis 
which was oorriposed by tlie Exnperckr 
K'aiig Ei ,  aiid expaiided by order of liis sou 
tlie Eiiiperor Yuiig C1i6iig iiito eigiit 
hoinilies iii familiar laiiguage, 0116 of 
rhicli alioiild be read 0x1 ttie 1st aiid 15tli 

-f each moiith in every city of the Empire. 
Scarcely a year paeses witliout a recuiii- 
mendation and iiijuiictioite appeariiig to 
tliis effect ; but the faith of tlle local 
officials in the efficacy of tlie proceediiili 1s 
usuaily too weak to eusure conipliauCe with 
the order.-The rumour OE iiiteilded 
illurniuationa iii the Palace, on the occasioii 
of the Feast of Lanteriis, wliicti has 
evoked tlie disapproval recorded above, 
was perhaps not uiifouiided.) 

(2) Yaiig Yoh-pin, Iuspector-General of 
the Military Forces 015 the Yarigtsze, 
reports that his sou, Yang Ch6ng-i, an 
expectaiit Taotai on the staff of the pro- 
viiice of Yüiiiian, whom he haa been 
permitted to retain with him for duty for 
the last three years, ia now about to 
proceed to Yürinan to await employmeut, 
aa the regulations require. 

Feb. 24th-25th.-(l) A decree. Tlie 
coffiri containing the remains of Ts'ung- 
shih, late President of the Board of 
Punishments and acting Military Governor 
of Sheng-king, having now arrived a t  
Peking, We command the beildh Tsai 
Cheng to proceed at  the head of ten officem 
of Our guards to offer a funeral libation 
in testimony of Our affectionate remem. 
brance of a devoted servant. 

(2) Prince Peh-yen-na-m6-hu, General- 
in-chief of the Peking field force, me- 
morializes reporting that Wen T'ien, the 
late Superintendent of Customs at Canton, 
has offered the following contribution of 
arms for the use of the fxce, viz :- 
360 repeating rifles 'I$ #$ ; 440 rifles ; 
102,000 metallic cartridges ; 40,000 bullets ; 
400 boxes percussion caps; 450 flasks 
gunpowder ; and 360 cartouche-belts. These 
munitions, which the Superintendent pur- 
chased during his tenure of office at Cantonl, 
are now deposited with the China Mer- 
chants' Steamship Company at  Tientsin ; 
and the Superintendent requests that the 
Governor-General of Chihli be applied to  
for their delivery. The Prince recommends 
the public-spirited donor to the favourable 
notice of their Majesties. (For rescript See 
Gazette of Jan. 31th.) 

(3) The Governor-General and Governor 
of Yiinnan memorialize reporting the trial 
held and sentences pronounced in the case 
of the civil and military officials responsible 
for the capture by rebels of the cities of 
T'eng-yüeh, Shun-ning, and Yün C h o ~  
The Taotai of the Western Circuit, Ch'6n 
Sih-chen, had sent up in custody the late 
actinn sub-Prefect of T'enpyüeh, Chow 
wei-iüan )#j@!g, and the act& Jail 
Warden of the sub-Prefecture, Ch6ng Ting- 
ts'ai, whilst the acting General-in-chief 
Yann Yü-k'o had. on his ~ a r t .  sent forward 
12 Gilitary officeis, from i h e  'rank of lieu- 
tenant-colonel downward, and the civil and 
military officials of Shun-ning have like- 
wise been sent to the provincial capital by 
their respective superiors. After pre- 
liminary hearings, the delinquents were 
arraigned on the 9th November before the 
Governor-General and the Govprnor, when 
the depositions previously taken were con- 
firmed. On the same day, the standing 
Imperial death warrant was reverently 
put in force, and the most culpable of 
the officials concerned, namely, Ch6ng 
K'ai-yüan, acting captain and adjutant 
of the left battalion of the T'eng-Feh 
brigade ; and Hu Chan-ngao, acting captain 
of the Shun-vün cornrnand, were taken out 
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60 the public execution ground and sub- prisonei-s having beenforwardedtoSoocho~ 
jected forthwith to the extreme peilalty of they were delivered to the Prefect for . 
the law. The sentences pronounced on the trial ; but conscious of the gravity of their f - &her officials, together witli thcir respective offence, the Statements to which they de- , 
depositions, are submitted herewith to the posed were most stubbornly evasive. Upon 
Imperial decision. I t  has fartlier to be tliis, under the Governor's directions, the 
stated that the late acting Brigadier-General Prefect of Soochow, Li Ming-yüan, with - 
of T'eng-yüeh, Twan Jui-mei, died in camp the District Magistrates and otheb oEcem - 

after the recapture of tlie city, having taken acting under lus orders, subjected tlie 
fever in conseqiience of his woiinds. Three prisoners to repeated interrogations, con- 
other military oficers are nained as liaving tinued without intermission even by night, 

! died natiwal deatlis. instituting rigorous and searching enquiry 

L ' (4) Wu Yuan-ping, Governor of Kiang- in an unprejudiced spirit ; as a result of 
su, memorializes reporting the further which tlie woman H u  Sii-she at  length , 
apprehension of criminals guilty of unholy made the following confession. She W- 
practices, and their execution after due knowledged having met a man whose name '. 
process of trial ; together with the fact slie did not know, and whose manner of 

I' . that enquiry now shews all parts of the Speech was that of a person from distant \ 
province to be free from offenders of tliis parts, who gave her some foreign money 
class, and the population to be enjoying and taught her the words of an incantation 
its accustomed tranquillity. H e  has to and how to send off the " paper men " to 
state that in the fourth and fifth months of go and cmsh people. She told this to her 
last year alarming riimourg were circulated husband, H ü  A-Pao ; and he, animated 
among the people concerning-the cuttjng- by the desire of gain, having agreed to 
off of qiieues and imprinting of marks on make use of the incantation and send off 
the body by " Paper men," and with regard the " paper men," communicated the secret 
to  black monsters which played the part of to their acquaintance Fang A-T'u. They 
incubi [on sleeping pemons]. The Governor commiinicated it to no one else besides. 
hereupon sent immediate orders to all On tlie woman being confronted with H ü  
subordinate authorities to take measures A-Pao, he made full confession to the same 
privately for the arrest [of the individuals effect ; and after it had been established by 
implicated] and to inflict severe punish- thrice repeated interrogatories that the 
ment upon them. There were apprehended confessions were truthful and the prisoners 
in  July at  the provincial capital (Soochow) identified beyond doubt, the Provincial - 

Judge, L&h Fang-k'i, caused them to be the wizard %E A-T'u arid othera, broueht before himself and veri6ed the I 
who, after being delivered by command 
into the hands of tlie Prefect for trial, and 
on ~ e p o r t  received thereafter, were ordered 
to.suffer the extreme penalty of the law. 
I n  addition to  tliis, arrests of criminals 

guilty of unholy practices (B B) were 
reported from divers districts in both 
nortliern and soqthern Kiangsu ; and in 
all cases in which autlientic confessions 
(or, depositions) were elicited, instruc- 
tions were given to i d i c t  Summary punisli- 
ment on the spot, in order to discourage 
the crirninal mind and set the popular 
anxiety at  rest. The steps taken in 
this respect liave already been reported 
to  the Tlirone. Since this was done, the 
Magistrate of the Ch'ang-cliow district, 
actiiig in  concert with the Magistrates of 
the Kin-kw'ei and other districts, has 
effected the arrest of H ü  A-Pao and his 
wife H u  Su-she, wlio were declared i n  the 

ifession of F&ng A-T'u, tlie man already 
3cute6, to h a ~ e  imparted to  him the 

Le i~icantation used and to have 
m with tlie " paper man. " These 

proc~edings by personal examination. On ' 
receiving his report, accompanied by a I 
copy of tlie evideiice taken, the Governor 
arrived at  the conclusion that, in having 
been so bold as to follow the advice of an 
adept in unholy arts, in  practising incanta- 
tions, sending forth the '' paper-men" to act 
the part of incubi, and communicating 
the secret to others, the guilt of the two 
prisoners is such as death can barely 
expiate, Their public execution could not 
with propriety be for an instant delayed 
H e  gave orders forthwith to the Provincia 
Judge, directing him to cauae H u  A-Pa< 
and the woman Hü Su-she to be subjectec 
together t o  the extreme penalty of the law 
and to cause the head of H ü  A-Pao to be ex- 
hibited on a pole as a salutary warning. It is 
now ascertained on enquiry that the entire 
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. in question is on the south bank of the 
river, in the Tung-ning district, where the 
work previously accomplished by means of 
the labour of the country-people was a 
mere outline of what was necessary, and 
requiring reconstruction on a larger and 
more substantial scale, the earth needing to 
be rammed down into a solid condition, 
before it could assume a proper and durable 
form. The undertaking being one of such 
magnitude, whilst the people could not be 
required a second time to devote themselves 
to  the work, and no funds being available 
for the purpose in  the public treasury, the 
only alternative was to make use of the 
services of the soldiery. The Governor- 
General, accordingly, in February, 1876, 
appointed General Liu Sheng-hiu, a t  the 
head of fourteen ying (of about 500 men 
each) of Southern troops ; and three Briga- 
diers of the provincial forces, with six ying 
under their comrnand, to proceed to the 
spot where the works were required, 
and to set about the construction of the 
embankment. The site of the works is 
a river-flat, formerly overfiowed, the soil of 
which is loose sand, and in certain parts of 
which water was still lying. The energy 
displayed by the troops overcame, however, 
all obstacles, the men working with the 
utmpst zeal under the indefatigable superin- 
tendence of their officers, so that by 
the middle of May, the undertaking was 
complete. The embankment was upwards of 
eixty Li in  length, 30 c h a v  (say 50 feet) wide 
at  the top, and 100 chang at bottom, with 
a height of one chang four ch'ih. At every 
1 0  chang distance a hillock of earth Lf: 
(for use ifi effecting repairs on emergency) 
was placed, these hillocks numbering 1,091 
in all. After the completion of the embank- 
ment, the necessary vigilante was employed 
by the proper officials in watching over its 
safety ; and on successive occasions during 
the summer and autumn, viz., on the 6th 
and 22nd August, the 9th and 29th Sept., 
and the 15th and 18th October, the river rose 
with great violence, spreading its waters 
beyond the ordinary channnel, and reach- 
ing a height of from five to eight ch'ih 
alongside the embankment. The scour 
caused by the rush of waters was so great, 
that numbers of tlie protecting groynes 
were swept away, and the embankment 
itself was placed in imminent danger. The 
exertions of the officials, soldiery, and 
labourers in charge of the works alone 
averted a catastrophe. During a violent 
storm, indeed, on 19th Oct., the whole force 
of the current, lashed into violent waves, 

as directed zgainst the embankment, arid 
~ r t y  or a t y  c h a y  of the face of the 
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warm were swept away. Thanks to  active 
exertions on the part of the persons 
in charge, however, labouring day and 
night, the damage was repaired. Lists 
of the officials and notables on whose behalf 
rewards are solicited for the services ren- 

I dered in this connection are enc1osed.- 
Rescript : Let the Boards concerned con- 
sider and report t6 Us. The lists are for- 
warded to them herewith. 

March 4th.-No documentn of irnport- 
ance. 

March 5th.--(Abstracts of Memorials.) 
Yang Ch'ang-siin, Governor of Chehkiang, 
memorializes reporting the receipts from 
the likin tax.-Rescript : Let the Board 
of Revenue take note ; the return is for- 
warded herewith. Also ;-reporting the 
expenditure on the sea wall on the west 
side (of Hangchow Bay.)--Rescript : Let 
the Boards concerned take note.-The act- 
ing Governor of Shangtung, Li Yüan-hwa, 
memorializes reporting the expenditure on 
the Yellow River and Grand Canal works. 
-Rescript : Let the Boards concerned 
consider and report; the return is for- 
warded herewith. In the memorial the 
name of an officer is most impropbrly 
written as " Colonel Chang " - Chang 
Fwtsiang (instead of " the Colonel, Chang, 
witli the addition of his cognomen.") 
Let the name of Li Yüan-hwa be handed 
to the Board for the djudication of a 
penalty. 

(1) A Decree. Let Süeh Yün-sheii~ ., 
@% succeed to the post of Taotai 

of the Ch'eng-1YZien-Lung-Mow Intendancy 
in Szech'wan. 

(2) The Governor-General Shen Pao- 
cheng and the Governor of Kiangsu jointly . 
memorialize on receipt of an application B 

from the Taotai a t  Xhanghai, Feng Tsun- 
kwang, who states as follows :-His father, 
F6ng Yuh-heng by name, an expectant 
District Magistrate, having been sentenced 
in consequence of certain proceedings to  
banishm'ent in Sungaria, the Taotai, with I 
his younger brother, Feng Yu-kwang, ac- 1 
companied his father in 1858 to E, the , place of his banishment. After arriving 
there, he was commanded by his father 
to return to  Peking to compete at the tri- 
ennial exarnination ; and in 1859 he volun- 
teered for service with the army; when 
the late Grand Secretary Ts6ng Kwoh-fan 
appointed him to do duty in his office. 
I n  1861 he received letters informing kim 
of the death of his father while undegoing 
banishment, upon which he at once made 
official report of his being placed i 



was narned in 1874 to fill the 

f$rrfi nothing is known as to the fate of his 
& ~ m p & ~ r  and hie younger brother, has 
mibinaed ts oppress him by day and night ; 
*a nlid emotions have prompted him, 

1- by the Gazette that Ummtsi 
a d  Manm w e  been recaptured, to beg that 
teave be obtainsd for him to resign his office 
 TI Order that he may proceed to Ili to recover 
a ~ i d  bring back the remains of his deceased 
&$her. The high authorities, in forwarding 

qplisation, commend the Taotai for 
the 8a,tisfaokory dkchmge of his duty in hia 
rBponsible post, and request that in lieu 
6$ Wating his appointment, he may re- 
wive one year's leave of absence.-Granted 
br rescript, see Gazette of 12th February. 

i ,  43) The Governor-General of the Two 
K h g  provinces, Shen Pao-cheng, memo- 

!',@i&hes with reference to P'an Wei, late 
; \&utenant-Governor (Pm-t 'a i )  of Fuhkien, 

'wko was allowed to retire from his oEce 
oO the ground of ill-health in 1874. This 
.gfticer has now reported that, his recovery 
peing complete, and feeling himself to be 
@ the prime of life, he dare not seek re- 
k e  in e E s h  ease. He therefore proposes 
h Set out for Peking to prostrate himself 
ril the dust at the Palace portals, soliciting 
X@-employment. He intended to commence 

journey on the 21st February. The 
Lh'pernor-General adds a commendation of 

Weib upright and public spirited 
i &mitcter, from his knowledge of him at 
~ " C ~ O W .  

March 6th.-The Military Lieutenant- 
9pe rnor  of Jeh-ho memorializes reporting [ ,F execution by lingch'e (the lingeriug 
e c e s s )  of a criminal named Wang Lien- 

[-. who had caused the death of his 
.!@ther by striking him with a billet of wood 

acting Governor-Gene- 
af Sze-ch'wan memorializes stating parti- 

s with reference to the tirnbers for the 

-- 

lantern-masts of the Temple of Heaven a t  
Peking, the shipment of which hw 
been reported. The supply of these timbe 
was called for so far back as the 19th J=., 
1866, on which date a deepatch was received 
from the Board of Works to the effect that 
the existing lantern-masts in the Temple 
showed signs of decay, and communicating 
copy of an Imperial rescript of assent to " 3 
the Board's proposal that fresh timbers 
should be called for from Sze-ch'wan or Hu- 
kwang. The dimensions of the timbers 
required were given as fo1lows:-Six lengths, 
viz., three for use and three as duplicates, 
of a length of ten chang (140 feet) or up- 
wards, and tapering from two ch'ih seven 
td~m,, to one ch'ih two ta'un in diameter. 
Beside this, there were required eighteen 
balks of timber for supports, or struts 
& *, to be upwards of six cha?ag in 
length. The h s t  lot of timbers that were 
procured in the mountains of Sze-ch'wan 
was destroyed in the manner heretofore 
reported, whilgt being floated down a series 
of rapids, only eleven of the smaller balks 
being recovered in a condition for use. 
The supply subsequently procured has now 
been sent fonvard as already reported.- 
(See Gazette of Feb. 16th.) 

March 8 th .41)  A decree commandii 
the acting-Governor of Shantung to forward 
to Jeh-ho for trial an individual named Sun 
Ngen-k'ing, heretofore stripped of his rank 
as a titular Secretary of the Board of Punish- 
ments, who is involved in the case under 
investigation in which compIaiit has been 
made by Chang Chen-@an and ahother, 
respecting extortions on the part of certain 
officials. The delivery of Sun Ngen-k'ing 
for trial haa been applied for by the Military 
Lieutenant Governor, Yen Hu. 

(2)  Wen Reh, acting Governor-General 
of Sze-ch'wan, memoriahes with reference 
to the extra taxation legalized in that pro- 
vince since the period of the ~aip ing rebel- 
lion. It was arranged at that time, with 
Imperial sanction, that thd land-tztx should 
be doubled to meet the exigencies of the 
public servica, that is to say, for every W 
of statutory land-tax, an additional W1 was 
assessed under the head of tsin-tieh t;$;)7& 
or auxiliary allowance. The late Governor- 
General Wu Tang represented in Novem- 
ber, 1874, the impossibility of dispensing 
with this extra assessment, in view of the 
heavy demandg upon the provincial ex- 
chequer which were guthorized by the 
Board of Revenue ; and the present memo- 
rialist has now to state that, according 
to a report handed in by the Lieutenant 
Governor, the receipts from the tpin t'& 



.t, trom the commencement of the 
tion for 1876 down to the middle of 
aber (end of the tenth moon), 

~ ~ u n t e d  to Tls. 406,369.5.3.6., inaddition 
I which arrears due on account of preced- 

- ~ g  years were collected to the amount of 
Tls. 174,675,8.6.9., making a total collec- 
tion of Tls. 581,045.4.0.5. Rom this sum, 
remiftiuices have been made as follows : To 

crepancy are not -considerable. Two &@ ' 
three minor officids, against whom irre@ 1'- 
larities are alleged, are denounced, and 
they are directed, by rescript, tobe stripped 
of their rank and placed on trial as re- 

P e m ,  towd the k i ~  h w ' ~  %# gth.-(l) 8 decree hmding over 
pay of the garrison and officials of the to the Board of Punishments for trial, a 
capital, T k  250,000 ; extra allowance (tsin sergeant of police belonging to the guard 
t 'Wh)  supplementary to the pay of the of the South Gate of Peking, who is 
Banner and Chinese regular troops of the accused of making a wrongful arrest and 
province, Tls. 120,000; the same to the inflicting blows without authority, in a 
pi-ovince of Kweichow, Tls. 80,000 :- wse in which an individual named Ts'ui 
making in all a sum of Tk. 450,000. The Urh had met his death by drowning. 
mmaining Th. 130,000 and odd have been (2) Pao T'ing, an Imperial clansman, ,. 
remitted, in obedience to the appropria- Libationer of the Imperial Academy of 
tions made by the Board of Revenue, Learning, presents a humble expression of 
on account of various publio works and his views on certain public questions, which , 
in aid of the military chest of Merent he introduces by observing that a house- 
commands on offensive or defensive service. holder keeps a dog in order that he may 
The amount of revenue derived from likim have the use of the b a l ' s  barking. A 
m d  the sales of titles is remitted as fast good dog will give voice at sight of a 
aa it comes in, in obedience to the appro- shadow. This may well cause annoyance , priations of the Board, to Chihli, Yiinnan to be felt ; but the intention with which 
and Kweichow, Shensi and Kansuh, and the watchdog utters it is no other than 
the armies on the northern frontier. Vor that of guarding his master's interest. 
the coming year, the extra impost will Gon- 
t ime to be levied on the same system as 
heretofore, and notices to this effect will bs 
distributed throughout the province, ex- 
em tions to some extent being granted in 
disgicts where personal service in the way 
of gorterage and the supply of animals for 
government use is required by regulation 
along the principal lines of traffic. It is 
noted that, in the report presented to 
the Throne in 18'75 by Kwang Show, 
the President of the Board of War, (when 
aent on a mission of enquiry to Sze- 
ch'wan), the statement is made that no 
illicit practices, in the shape of devices for 
extortion under the name of tsim t'ieh im- 
posts, prevail in the province. Orders will 
now be repeated, in obedience to the 

' Imperial comrnands issued at that time, 
warning the district authorities against 
any indulgente in practices of this kind. 

(3) Liu Ch'ang-yeo, Governor-General of 
Yrinnan, &C., memorializes observing that 
of late years the receipts from the Zikin 
collectorate in Yunnan have been daily 
declining ; and altl~ough this is ascribable, 
no doubt, to the depo~ulated condition of 
tbe province and the slackness of trade, 
misconduct on the part of the l i k k  officials 

also to be considered as a cause. An 
enquiry which he haa instituted sirice his 
accession to office has led to the discovery 

P = '  
- - -  - 
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Although the dog may not be always in the 
right, yet, by sounding the note of alarm, 
he eerves to pro.pide a defence against harm. 
I t  would not be weil, therefore, to restrain 

- 
the dog from barking in consequence of the 
frequencg and groundlessness of his ahme.  
The memorialist himself has offered many 
representations to the Throne ; and con- 
scious as he is of his own foolishness and 
lack of insight, he nevertheless cannot res- * 

train himself, overwhelmed as he has been 
with the Imperial bounty, from giving 
utterance to his views on four subjects, 
entreating the pardon of the Celestial grace 
for E s  offence in obtni- his opinions. 
(The four recommendations which ensue 
were fully summarized in the rescript issued 
in reply; see Gazette of Feb. 22nd.) 

In  a postscript memorial, Pao T'ing refers 
to the prohibition issued by proclamation 
of the office of Gendarmerie against illum- ' 

inations at at the Lantern Feast on the 
15th of the 1st moon, which the public 
are bound scrupulously to obey. Notwith- 
standing this a riunour is spred abroad to 
the effect that a great illumination is about . 
to be held within the Palace, and that a 
vast number of lanterns have been manu- 
factured for tlle purpose. At such a time 
as the present, when the exchequer is in 
straits, when their Majesties the Empresses 
sct a personal example of frugdity, m d  
- , --- 

-' I. -- 



& $ e n  his Majesty the Jhperor, still of 
&&der V, is diiigentli applying himself 

study, it is inconceivable that an enor- 
' @oua outlay should be indulged in, for the 
, oonstruction of mere idle playthings. The 

yague rumom of the welk and market- 
places are, it is true, in no wise to be relied 
apon ; but a pubiic report usually has some 
kind of foundation, and it is to be appre- 
hended that some of the Im erial attendants 
may have devised an eAbition of this 
nature with a view to advance themselves 
in favour. The memori&t earnestly de- 
precates the possibility of such an occiir- 

:nce, and ventures to recall to mind the 
istorical episode in which the emperor 

Shen Tsung, of the Sung d p s t y ,  when 
about to pi&ase lantenis from Chehkiang, 
desisted at the r emonsdce  of Su She from 
this undertak-. Widely inferior m the 
memorialist knows W I f  to be in compari- 
-9n with Su She, their Mhjesties the Em- 

resses, on the other hand, far excel in their 
sacred wisdom the examples of former ages ; 
and he tmsts, therefore, tliat his humble 
representations w y  reaeive a gracious hear- 
ing. For rescdpti me G e t t e  of 22nd Feb. 

March 10th.-A Decree. Let the Board 
of Revenue take into consideration and 
report to us upon the memorial presented 
by the Supervising Censor Kwoh T'sung- 
ku upon the stak of &irs connected with 
the Z e h  in Szech'm and the saJt revenue 
of the emtern seaboard division. 

The remainder of this day's Gazette is 
occupied with reports on unimportant ad- 
ministrative deWs  in Yiinnan, Kweichow, 
Kwangsi, and Tibet. 

March 11th and 12th.-No documents of 
irnportance. 

March 13th.-Memorials reporiing the 
number of octogenarian and nonagenarian 
candidates who were p n t e d  honorary 
degrees at the various provincia1 examina- 
tions for the kii-j6n degree last autumn, rn 
follows :- 

Of the age of 80 and upwards : In Kwang- 
si, two ; in Kansiih, two ; in Yünnan, two ; 
in Shensi, seven ; in Hunan, fifteen. 

Of the age of 90 and upwards : In Hunan, 
three ; in Sze-ch'wan, fow; in Shensi, three. 

March 14th.41) A Decree. Let ChiHo $,* succeed to the post of Commis- 
sioner of the Court of Transmission. 

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial from 
F6ng Tsze-ts'ai, the General-in-chief in 
Kwangsi, who complains that in the 
Archives of the Suppression of the Taiping 
Rebellion, lately issued by command, he 
finds it mentibned that he ''subrnitted 
liimself to rightful authority at the same 

time with the rebel leader Hwang Kin-sze." 
The fact, he states, is simply that he 
made prisoner by the insurgents in 1853, 
and kept in detention by them for some- 
thing over ten days, at the end of which 
time he effected his escape, whereupon he 
enlisted as a volunteer with the militw 
force~. There is no tmth in the story that 
he was long connected with the rebels, and 
came over from them at the head of a body 
of his followers. The statement to which 
he draws attention is at variance with the 
tenour of other memorials printed in the 
same collection, and he begs that it may 
be corrected. The rescript in reply ob- 
serves that F6ng Tsze-ts'ai has long been 
regarded with dection and honoured with 
distinguished rewards for his meritorious 
services ; and what is due from him is that 
he should exert all his efforti, in token of 
the gratitude which he owes. Tlie fact of 
his having fallen into the hands of the 
rebels and immediately thereafter come 
out from among them to do military ser- 
vice was heretofore duly reported by the 
Governor then in office, and the fact was 
publicly noted in a Decree issued by hia 
Majesty the Emperor Wen Tsung Hien. 
(Hien Feng.) Inasmuch as the Archives 
of the Rebellion have been issued with the 
approval of his late Majesty, the Emperor 
Muh Tsung I (T'ung Che), it is out of the 
question that any alteration of the text 
should be hazarded. The request preferred 
B not acceded to. 

March 15th.-(1) A decree based on a 
memorial from the Censor Li Kwei-lin, who 
hm represented that the candidates coming ' 

to Peking for the examinations are liable to 
be stopped by the Customs' officers at the 
gates, and has requested that the proper 
authorities be commanded to forbid the 
practice of extortion. On thgarrivd of 
candidates at the gates of Peking, they W- , 

as a matter of wurse liable to an investiga 
tion if t h q  rcre in posswion of smuggle 
m e m h a n h  ; bat if they have nothin 
with them beyond their personal effects, 
they should be allowed to pass after exami- 
nation without being subjected to delay o 
annoyance. It may be feared, however, 
that when carts are about to enter the gates, 
the searchers on duty rnay perhaps delibe- 
rately obatruct their passage, in order t 
have an excuse for levying exactions upoi 
them, and also that, on reaching the ex 
aminer's officq thsy may be kept waiting 
for inspection, being t h u ~  subjeded to one 
dehy after another, %e .Superinten+ency 
of the Custonw of Pekmg is now 'atringently 
oommanded to reqnire all the subordinate 
emgloy& of departaent t p  give passage- 

.- . 
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.bimself stubborn arid df-opinionated to the to [in the Sze-ch'wan affair] to the end. 
9nd. The Govemor Yang Ch'ang-sün, The memorialist feels bound to urge that 
again, when ordered by decree to send up rigorous punishment be denounced by pub- 
the parties to the case for further trial a t  lic decree upon tlie two high oflicials whom 
Peking, openly si@ed his disapproval, he incu1pates.-A rescript ~ s t p o n i n g  far- ' 
arid on the ploa of the necessity for sup- tlier decision iintil after receipt of the Board 
plying the evidente of all the parties, of Piinishmeiit's final report, has already 
senk up a crowd of prisoners, with no appeared. 
&her resdt than that of causing +de- March 20th.-A decree, on receipt of a 

\ 
spread inconvenience. What he plainly memorial from the Vice-Governor of Shun- 
intimated was that the Board of Punish- t'ien Fu, Wang Ifia-pih, who has represented 
ments h& no right to apply for the removal that the Metropolitan temple in memory of 
of the venue to Peking, and that his faithful public servants is in need of repair, 
Majesty should not have acceded to the directing the Boards concerned to consider 
request made. That H u  Jui-lan and and report upon the matter. 
Yang Ch'ang-sün shodd have ventured to March 2lst.-(Court Circular.) The Go- 
act as they have done, the memorialist can vernor of Shun-t'ien F u  reported that rain 
only account for on the Pound of the has fallen at  Peking (on the night of the 
Government being in the hands of their 19th inst.), producing saturation to a depth 
Majesties the Empresses Regents, the of upwards of three inches.-Pien Pao- 
Emperor having acceded to the Throne ts'üan, a Censor who has succeeded to the 
while yet of tender age, arid not as yet list of Taotais, and Su Pei-hbn, who has 
b v i n g  reafied the period for as"ming the been placed on the list of Prefecta, had 
control of affairs in person. The flagrant al,aip,,,-e 
audacity they have Aewn in contemfi for 
the law and in deceit toward their Sovereign 
caa o d y  be ascribed to such a cause. This 
being the character of their offence, it is im- 
possible to suppose that their punishment 
can be based upon mere ordinary d e s ,  such 
as apply in cases of undue severity, whe- 
ther wilful ur due to oversight alone, and 
in which execution of the individual whose 
triai i s  in question may or may not have 
taken place. The memorialist reflects that 
there has not been a rtingle instance, of 
late years, of an appeaI to Peking resulting 
i n  a simple ~eversal of the judgrnent of a 
Court below ; the Governow-General and 
Oo~ernors, although well aware that in- 
jnstice has been done, siwply closing the 
cme with a repoTt to the Throne that " a  
groundless appeal has been lodged under 
mistaken imgraaaliom." Moreover, when 
Imperial Commissioziers are Seen to be 
despatched on speeiaI missions of enquiry, 
they constantly explain points of serious 
bpartance to  be mere trifies, and then 
proceed to refine away these t d e s  into 
absolute nonentity. These long stand- 
% pradices of wrongdoillg from interested 
motives have grown to be an unalterable 
routina The onl exception to be noted 
is the ekle of the ~u t rages I  at Tang-hiang, 
in Sm-ch'wan, in which the actulg Govemor- 
General, after denying the eulpability of 
the accused 0fficia.h in the &st place, sub- 
sequently came forward to hake confession 
~ p ~ n ~ % n e o u ~ l y  (See Gazette of Jan. 4) ; arid 
had not the present case already occurred, 
there can be little doubt that fraud arid 
miarepresentation would have been clung 

(1) A Decree. Let Yang Tsi #$ 3 
succeed to the ~ o s t  of Prefect of Sung- 
kiang Fu, in Kiaigsu. 

.a 

(2) The Militarv Lieutenant-Governor at  
~h&-hai  Kwan memorializm reporting the 
apprehension of a man named Wang Tsi- 
sien, who was caught in the a d  of endea- 
vouring to smuggle a packet of five taels 
weight of ginseng past tlie Castoms barrier 
there. T h  delinqueflt, has been handed 
to the local authorities to be escorted to 
Moukden to be dealt wwith, CM the ginseng 
seized, fom taels' weight is confiscated, and 
one tael weight bestowed by way of reward 
upon the seizing officer. 

March 22nd.-(1) A Deeree. Sieh Ying- 
hi, Judicial Commissiotier of Ngan-whei, 
having memorialized Us stabing that his 
complaint gives no hope of speedy recovery, 
and requesting permission to vacate his ap- 
pointment, We command that he he per- 
mitted, accordingly, to retire from his post. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi inemori- 
alizes reporting the result 05 a trial that 
has been held, according to rescript, in the 
case of the escape of a prisoner from the jail 
of the Kien-ch'ang district. The prisoner in 
question sas awaiting execution after being 
sentenced to death for inflicting a fatal 
wound upon a Person named Liu Hien-chu, 
with whose wife he had been engaged in a 
criminal intrigue ; and the result of the 
enquiry now instituted shews that he took 
advantage of a mtorm on the night of the 
2nd April, 1876, to break his fetters and 
clamber over tlie walls of the prison, whilst 
the guards and jailers were under shelter 



and asleep. The jail warden had visited the shewed himself alike earnest and respect- 
prison the evening before, in company with ful, and diligent in redoubled efforts toward 
the olerk of the criminal department and the discharge of hk  duty. On his becom- 
the jailers, and had duly inspected the pri- ing recently a sufferer from illness, We 
soners and verified the condition of their granted him leave of absence for the Gare 

. fetters. The prisoner, Hiung Ming-sheh, of his health, and moreover sent persons 

descr~bed, and, notwithstanding every ef- time when We had hoped that he was 
however, effected his escape in the manner to visit him on Our behalf. At the very - 

fort, has not been recaptured. The enquiry about to become convalescent, and long to 
shews that the officials concerned are not continue in the enjoyment of our love and 
chargeable with guilty connivance, but for affection, we have been overwhelmed 
their neglect the jailers are severally sen- with the deepest sorrow by the unexpected 
tenced, according to law, to periods of news of his decease. We command that a 
banishment and baatinadoing. The jail To-10 pall be bestowed for his obsequies, 
warden, who has already been stripped of and we enjoin upon Yih Siang, the Prince 
his rank, is held bound, according to law, of Hwei, that he proceed this day with ten 
to maintain his efforts for the recapture of ofIicers of Our guards to offer a funeral 
the prisoner for the period of five years, at libation. We furthermore appoint Mow 
the end of which time, if he remain un- Lin, one of the Comptrollers of Our 
successful, his case is further to be dealt Honsehold, to assume the direction of all 
nrith. that appertains to the funereal rites. Let 

(3) The ading Governor-General of all be undertaken aa a concern of Govern- 
Szech wan memorializes with reference to ment. As a special grace, We command 
the vacancy in the post of Taotai for the that the scale appropriate to a Prince of 
Ch'eng-Mien-Lung-Mow Circuit, rendered the h s t  degree be observed in the post- 
vacant by the death of Yang Neng-koh, humous arrangements for the bestowal of 
who was appointed to that post in the Course Our bounty. Let the departments con- 
of last year. Another officer has been cerned report upon what is requisite. 
appointed to take charge of the duties of (2) ADecree. ~ ~ t ~ ~ g ~ ~ ~ - ~ i h  ,)&g the Intendantship pending farther a ~ ~ o i n t -  

succeed to the post of Judicial ~omm~ssioner ment. 
March 23 .41)  ' A Decree. Our uncle for the province of Ngan-hwei. 

Yih Hwei, the Prime of Fu, invested by (3) 'pecree, admittingT'O-lun-~ui former- 
lvrevet with rank an Imperial prince of ly .Assistant Resident at Kobdo, who has 
the nst degree, wag endowed by nature recovered from his sickness, to do duty as 
with mild arid equitable disposition, arid one of the Imperial Guards of the K'ien- 
in his personal conduct he guided himself ts'ing gatd of the 
by principles of uprightnew arid devotion (4) A decree directing the Governors- 
to duty. From his youth he was favoured General 0f Min-Cheh arid the !i'wo Kwang, 
with the affedionab love of our hperial  and the Governors of Chehkiang and Kwang- 
~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ i r ~ ,  süan ~ h 9 ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - t i  si, respectively, to hold the triennial milit- 
(the Emperor Tao Kwang), and the cordial W' in~ect ion  this year within their several 
regard of our Imperial father Wen Tsung jedid ions .  
Hien Hwang-ti (the Empem Hien Feng), (5-6) Decrees appointing Wen Che 2'. 
by whom he was iW=ested with the rank of to be Vice-Director of the Co& of Instmc- 
Prince of the second degree and admitted 
to pursue hb Course of education in the tion Ohung Lien B'@ t" be Director 
Imperial Studio. When the Emperor Muh of the Imperial Banqueting Court. 
Tsung 1 (T'ung Che) first ascended the Maich 24th (Court Circular). The 
.Throne, bis Majesty conferred upon him Prince of Kung paid his respects on the 
the rkht  of entre% appointed him to the expiry of his sick-1eave.-The ex-lieutenant 
director~hip-in-chief of the WW Ying Tiem Governor of FuMen, P'an Wei, paid bis 
arid the Board of Stake Music, and ap- 
pointed him t~ the post of Chamberlain. 
I n  the year 1872 Their Majesties the Em- 
presses conferred upon him by their 
benign mandate the rank by brevet of 
Prince of the first degree ; and We, when 
We acceded to the Throne, bestowed upon 
him the control of the Captah Generalship 
of the Plain Blue Banner of the Ban Kiin 
division. In  all his several tmsts he 

respects on his arrival at Peking, and had 
audience.-The Superintendent of Customs 
at Canton, Tsün K'i, r ~ u e s t e d  instmctions 
On bis depaAure. 

(1) A Decree. Let Ch'eng Yün 
succeed to the post of Taotai of the Ngan- 
Lu-Ch'u Intendanc~ in Ngan-hwei. 

(2 A decree conferring upon the widow 
of t I! e Prince of Fu, by way of pension, 

C 
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*@-half of the State allowance of a Prince 
tpf the second order. (See Gazette of yes- 
brday). 

March 25th-(1)  The Governor-General 
of Chihli, Li Hung-chang, memorializes 
e a t q  that he proposed to leave the Pro- 

mal capital (Pao-ting Fu), On the 8th 
rch, and to proceed to the Southern 

prefectures, Cheng-ting and Tai-ming Fu, 
to  complete the m i l i t q  inspection of the 

jvin~id £orces, the results of which, as 
LVgards the inspedion of the northem 
di&jion, he h w  already reported. H e  will -- m n g e  & tour as to direct the line of 

8 jo-ey toward Tientsin as its final 
point. H e  will probably arrive there 
about thg middle of April, and take up bis 

sidence there for the season as usual. 
(2) The Military Lieutenant-Governor at  
,h-ho memoridizes reporting farther re- 
lts obtained in connection with the trial 

elf C h g  Uh6ng-yuan, Kwoh Tien-firn, 
and another, who have presented complaints 
regarding, the action of officials at the 
U-inting Grounds, and have themselves 
:n denounced and imprisoned as mis- 

crlievous agitators. The statements obtained 
are so conflioting that the Lieutenant- 
Csoveirior intends to examine the question 
on the spot, when the weather grows milder. 

March 26th (Court Circular.) - Two 
officials return thanks for appointment to 
provinoial " expectant " lists, viz :-Chung 
Ch'eng & 5& and Wei Kang @ B, 
named expectant Taotais in Kiangsu and 
Eupeh respectively. (The last-named is 
an official who has been employed in con- 
nection with coal-mining projects. As a 
titular Secretary of the Board of War he 
memorialized the Throne in 18'75, sub- 
mitting various recommendations of moral 
reform. (See Gazette of 15th March, 1875.) 
-NO documents of importance. 

March 27th (Court Circu1ar.j-The late 
Literary Chancellor of the province of 

Sze-ch'wan, Chang Che-tung $& ;V, 
aid his respects on arrival at Peking, and 
gd 8udience.-No documents of import- 

.- 
region beyond the Wall, repeated Decrew 
have been received, dwelling upon the 
vital importance of Ha i as a stmtegical. 
point, and commanduif that everything 
needful be done in the way of offensive 
and defensive operations at  that place. 
After dwelling upon the rvices rendered 
and the hardships underg& by the tmops 
under his command, the memorialist goes 
on to state that by far the larger portion 
of the remittances ordered to be sent 
from different provinces for the pay of 
the soldiery remain outstanding, and that 
arrears of two years' pay are due to the 
Wei I division. Not 50 per cent. of the 
amounts allotted last Spring by the Board 
of Revenue for the supply of the garrison 
has come to hand ; and from Hupeh, in 
particular, not one-tenth of the amount 
ordered has been sent forward. I t  is not 
only impossible, therefore, that the pay 
of the troops shoiild be issued as is due, 
but even their ration-allowances are largely 
in arrear. The state of distress to which 
tliey are reduced exceeds all that has 

, occurred in the past. I t  has further to be 
obsemed that as the cities of Urumtsi, 
Ch'an-ki, Sui-yüan, and other places, have 
been successively recaptured, there is reason 
to apprehend that the banditti who have 
escaped into hiding places may make sallies 
from their mountain retreats. The Gover- 
nor-General Tso Tsung-t'ang wrote, some 
time ago, to state that the Hunan and Sze- 
ch'wan troops were aboiit to rendezyou~ 
with the force under the orders of Chang 
Yao for a joint advance against Turfan ; 
and as Hami is the base for all the force8 
in the field, the importance of guarding it 
in safety is the more pressing on this 
account. The memorialist feels bound to 
submit a list of recommendations of the 
officersandmen serving under his command, 
as a means of conciliating and inspiriting 
the forces. - Rescript : We bestow upon 
Kia Mow-ts'ing the title of Bat'uru with 
the epithet Mow Yung; and upon Wei 
Ch'ang-lin the title of Bat'uru, with the 
epithet Choh Yulug. For the r e t ,  be :' -- 
is proposed. 

ance. - &) - wen- in, Director-General of the 
March 28 th .41)  Ming Ch'un, Military Grain Transport, memorializes with re- 

Resident at Hami, memoriahes urgently ference to contributions received on behalf 
soliciting a bestowal of honours and rewards of the sufferers from famine whose sup- 
on behalf of the officers of the two divisions has been undertaken ( at  Hwai-ngaii 
of trooDs distinmiished as the W e i  I !& Fu.) General T'ang Ting-kwei. Com- " 

mander-in-chief of the Chjnese forces in  
=d Z e n  Kün Fuhkien, acting as General in command of 
fpmed the garrison of Hami the W t h  I and other divisions, with three 
three years.- H e  submits that since -the of his chief subordinates, has'contribiited 
leader of the Xhensi Mahommedans, Peyen 800 piculs of rice and Tls. 1,300 in silver. 
.BQ sde his irruption in 1873 into the General Sü Pang-tao, commanding the 
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Biinan cavalry force, has contribiited 200 their barest maintenance, he w a  driven by 
piculs of rice. The Assistant Salt Com- necessity to apply to  his relatives for the 
mieisioner at Bai Chow has headed a list, loan of a few taels, with which, in the third 
fo which the leadmg merchants have moon of the year 1851, he set out in com- 
~ubscribed, yieldingla total of 1,000 piculs of pany with some friends of his, traders of 
ace. All these subscriptions have been his own neighbourhood, to  endeavour to 
paid in ; and the donors are recommended turn an honest penny in a commercial way. 
for reward from the Celestial grace. As ill-luck would have it, he and his com- 

March 29 th .41)  The Empresses Regent panions fell into the hands of the bandit- 
decree as follows :-Three years have nearly leader Liu P a  (Low a PAt), who not only 
elapsed eince His Majesty the Emperor robbed them of everything they had in  
Muh Tsung I ascended upon tlie Dragon to their possession, but furthermore carried 
be a guest on high. I n  the third moon of them off as prisoners to the midst of the 
the present year (April-May) the period for insurgent camp. Here they underwent 
laying aside the garb of mourning will be continual ill-treatment, until, afterthelapse 
at  hand. The years and the months pass of about a fortnight, they found an oppor- 
away like a stream, but Our sorrow in- tunity of escaping. This was on the 2nd ' 

aside his mourning, that the various cere- to Seme as volunteers against the insur- 
monials of rejoicing and festivity be pro- gents, and from this time forward they were 
ceeded with in due order ; biit at the engaged in active service and took part in  
present moment, when the CO& containing many victorious engagements. After fight- 
the Imperial remains has not yet been ing in many provinces, the memorialist was 
deposited in  its eternal resting place, Our advanced to his present post, and he has 

creases in its poignancy all the more. day of the 4th moon. The memorialist and , W 
According to the institutions of Our house, his companions, on reaching an Imperial 11 
i t  is proper, when the Emperor has laid camp, begged that they rnight be allowed 

mindq cannot willingly endure the thought been favoured for years past with marks 
of the practice of the ceremonials as in of distinguished favour, for which he is 
ordinary times. The Emperor, moreover, profoundly gratdul. In January last he 
being .still of tender years, there are f o r m  was farther favoured with the gift from his 
of the ceremonial of rejoicing which it is Majesty of a copy of the Record of the 
impossible to carry into effect ; and it is Suppression of Oantonese (Taiping) Re- 
the more necessary, on this accoitnt, bellion, as also of that relating to the 
that the relative importance of the Ta- Nien Fei ;  and on referring to the nfth 
rious particulars concerned be duly weighed, book of the b s t  section of the fomer of 
and deoision taken with unvarying pro- these works,' he has read, with the utmost 
priety. With exception of the high State astonishment, a Passage to the effect that 
ceremonial of Audiences of Con,ptulation " the local authorities reported that on the . 
(at the New-Year, to wit), which shall be 10th day of the 4th moon the rebel leaders 1 

conducted as usual, We command that Hwang Ein-sze, F6ng Tsze-ts'ai, and others, 
all other ceremonials, such as the annual surrendered with their followers ;" andin  
ehtertainment of Mongolian princes and the Imperial decree upon this the Same 
nobles in the K'in Ch6ng Throne Hall, the words are repeated. The memorialist sub- ' 
witnessing of the martial dance in the mit8 an emphatic disavowal of the alleged 
Chung Ch6ng Throne Hall, and the enter- facts, pointing out that the date given is 
tainment of lamas, together with the ban- not that on wkich he effected his escape, 
queting at the Purple Pavilion (Tsse and that, instead of having been a rebel 
K w a y  Kuh) of the Mongolian princes and leader, he with his companions, was a 
nobles and the envoys of foreign states prisoner h the hands of the bandits. 
(mi kwoh she c1~'dm) in the first moon of the Observing that it is inconceivable how such 
year, be for the present suspended. With a mrepresentation could have been made 
regard to all other ceremonials, let the de- at  the time, and that nothing could be more 
partments concerned take action, as may abhorrent to  him than to have brought dis- 
be necessary, in conformity with the pre- grace upon the spotless reputation of bis 
cedents established in the second year of ancestry by Casting in his lot with insur- 
the reign T'ung Che (1863.) gents, he cannot but reflect upon the stigma 

(2) F6ng Tsze-ts'ai, General-in-chief of that is attached to his name in the printed 
the pfovince of Kwangsi, memorializes Record which has now gone forth ; and he 
r e p r e s e n t k  that, as i n  his early life he consequently solioits the favour of a Decree 

1 lived in a ~ondition of poverty in one of commanding that in all the copies of 
the aeaboärd districts, himself and his 
mofier aafnOdty in providmg for work the chamcter tdai # f o r a  

h i 6 

i - 



es of the metropo 
or rescript see Gazette of 

the delinquent be transported to the pro- 
vince of the Amur, und the severer form 
i ~ p o ~ e d  b~ law, to redgm his oEence by 
h i ~  exertions, and that he be debarred 
from the privilege of compounding for a 
pecuniary mulct. her decree that 

,the followiog o E c ~ E  bS&ippeci of thek 
rank, viz : the late Prefect of Hanghow 
$U, Ch'en Lu-yü, for his failure to 
become apprised in any way concerning 
the erroneous finding arrived at on an 
inquest by a District Magistrate within 
his jurisdiction, and that, without eliciting 
the actual facts by investigation, he 
presented a careless report to his superiors, 
shewing himself thereby to be neglwtful of 
the interests of life and death : the Prefect 
of Ning-po Fu, Pien Pao-hien ; the district 
Magistrate of &-hing, Lo Tsze-sh&n ; the 
expectant District Magistrates, Ku T&h- 
heng and and Kung She-t'ung, for that in 
their proceedings when engaged in the tnal 
of this case, they failed to make thorough 
investigation of the faots, and £ormulated 
their sentence in an inconsiderate manner : 
and furthermvre, the expedant District 
Magistrate Cheng Sih-kao, for that, when 
appointed by the Covernor of the province to 
make secret enquiries, he returned an equi- 
vocal report. The Governor, Yang Ch'ang- 
sün, who forwarded his regulation report to 
Peking on receipt of the statement of the 
provincial courts, not only faiied to dis- 
Cover for himself the facts of the injustice 
~rpet ra ted ,  and, on appeal having been* 
odged and further trial held, shewed him- 

self again incapable of causing redress to 
ensue, but also, when a Decree had been 
issued handing the case over to the Literar~ 
Chancellor Hu Jui-lan for additional re- 
investigation, remonstrated declaring that 
the judges who had dealt with the cwe 
had used no rigorous methods of torture 
to extract coiifessions, hag shewn himself 
actuated by a desire to shield his .subor- 
dinates from the consequences of wrongfnl 
ads, and he Ls in even a stiU greabr degree 
deserving of blame. As for the conduct of 
H u  Jui-lan, in failing to elicit the sctual 
groundwork of fact and to hold a fr& 
inquest when, on predding at a new irhl, 

-he found that the particularri elieiid 
wer6 at variance with those or ighd ly .  
reported to the Throne, in iieu of whieh he 
memorialized without regard to accuracy, 
decl-U the proceedings closed, he haa 
shewn himself conspicuously un6tted for 
his trust. Let Yang Ch'ang-slh arid E u  
Jui-lan be forthwith stripped of th& rank 
in the publice service. A8 regwds fhe 
remainder of the sentences propounded by 
the Board, let the cage be concluded m ie 
proposed. In matters so grave M those 
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involving questions of life and death, the of the river. This section is of extreme 
nature of the sentence, whether lenient or importance, and the labour upon it admite 
Bevere, is altogether dependent upon the of no delay. When, in  past years, the 
degree of thoroughriess with which the breach at How Kia Lin was repaired, dread 
~residing judges devote themselves to  the of the heavy cost which would have been 
elucidation of the facts. Their object entailed at  tGs point led to its b i n g  left 
should be to avoid unjust severity on the on one side, and the result of this was the 
one hand and culpable laxity on the other. breach which took place at  Kia Chwang. 
In the present mse of the death of the man Below this point the embankment is now 
Koh P'in-lien, two lives have come near solid arid secure, but if a similar work be 
to the sad fate of being involved in a most not constructed above it, there is reason to 
wrongful S c t i o n  of the extreme pendty apprehended that this may prove the one 
of the law, jn consequence of the disregard flaw w h i ~ h  will lead to the destnction of 
for the truth shewn by the Governor of the the entire previous undertaking. The 
province and the other functionaries con- result of a further breach would be that 
cerned in their conduct of the trial, and the Honan, Nganhwei, arid Kiangsu would once 
determination shewn from first to last to more bear the b n n t  of the ovedow, 
shield the perpetrators of injustice. Let Shntung, it  is needless to observe, bei% 
the Governors-General and Governors of the fist arid foremost to  suffer, and the 
all the provinces henceforward know that whole of the Canal, from the Nan-yang 
'it is incumbent upon them to impress upon L&e southwards to the Ts'ing H o  would 
their subordinates the duty of conducting again be rendered unavailable. Tens of 
trials in the most painstaking nlanner, mi]lions of Taels would be required to repair 
making it  their object to establish a trutliful the consequences of such a misfortune. 
record of the facts and to mete out penalties The inhabitants of Honan and Nganhwei, 
which are adequate and fitting. Let there not yet having actually experienced the 
be not the slightest approaoh to remissness effects of the threatened danger, are callous 
or inconsiderate proceedings, in order tliat to  the possible consequences ; and even the 
the Sovereign's earnest desire for the care- people of Kiangsu, though they have known 
ful discharge of the functions of the what it is to suffer, are too remote from the 
criminal law may be duly supported. spot to feel any active interest. I t  is only 

(2) Li Yüan-hwa, Lieutenant-Governor the denizens of Ts'ao-chow Fu and Tsi-nan 
and acting-Governor of Shantung, reports FU in Shantmg who, living next door to 
in a volumuious memorial the results of his the scene of danger, are like the bird which 
personal examination of the Yellow River feels alarm at  the sight of the bow, and are 
and the Grand Canal, and his proposals for yearning anxiously for the commencement 
dealing with both these waterways in the of the works, although their ability in  the 
readiest mmner. O p  the depa&ure of the matter is not on a par with their desires. 
late Governor, Ting Pao-chgng, on his pro- The memorialist has directed the Prefect of 
motion to another office, he impressed most Ts'ao-chowFutohave a survey and estimates 
earnestly on the memorialist the plans he drawn up, proposing that 6/10 of the work 
bad in  his mind for the benefit of the be undertaken by the soldieryand4/10per- 
province of Shantung ; and among these formed by hired labour of the peasantry. 
the works in connection with the River and Commencing from a pokt  in the Tmgming 
the Cand, which want of means have pre- district in  Chihli down to the thirteen-li 
vented from being carried out in their station in Honan, a distance of 70 odd li, 
integ.iQ, are those which principally requll.e it  is estimated that for an embankment 
continued attention. The southern em- one ehang (about 11 feet) in height, one 
b a n b e n t  of the Yellow River, from Kia chang six' ch'ih in  width at summit aiid six 
Chwang to T ~ n ~ - ~ ' i n g ,  a distance of 200 li chang in width at  base, something over 
and upwards, is in a solid and effective Taeis 60,000 will be required ; but as the 
condition ; buh higher up the Course of the work will lie beyond the limits of the pro- 
river, on the borders of Chihli and Honan, vince of Shantung the Governor's authority 

will be insufficient, and he has therefore . fmm Sieh Chai in the Tung-ming written to the Governor-General of Chihli 
district in Chihli, passing down by Ch'ang- and the Governor of Honan asking for their 
yüan, and thence as far as the thirteen-li sta- CO-opemtion. Li  Hung-chang has replied 
tion (shih-san 12.P'~) in  the K'ao-&'eng dis- promising that the district authorities alo 
trict inHonan, a distance of between 70 and the line of the works shall be instructed 
80 li, there is no embankment whatever, no render assistance ; and a special agent 
connection being established with the dis- been sent to Honan to consult with 
tricts in  Ts'ao-chow F u  on the lower course Governor of that province. SO much 

' r  I C 

"'*. - , .  - -  V . - - 7 L 



ed to the southern embankment. As 
rds the districts of P'u-t'ai and 

Hien, this region has been con- 
erted into a vast lake since the river 

>ehanged its course, apd for nearly twenty 
yeam the popuhtion was reduced to the 
depths of iaisery. Some improvement 
a ~ a s  expednced when the breach occurred 
at C ~ m g ,  but since this was 

g in the above- 

although it may be correct to 
Kin embankment protects the 

jxp$M, 7et .a~  regards the population of the 
;&&icta above-named, they are left without 

Numerous petitions have been 
,by the notables and people of 

. ..& "oountry, urging that they, . rsra the Sovereign's children, 
; k3de the southern embank- 

d to, their interests are 
ave to complain of being 
us position. The memo- 
erve that, although only 

e of his present office, he 
giving ear to such 

ese, and he has to 
embankment such as 

tructed, upwards of 
in the P'u-t'ai, Fan, 
ng, and Tung-0 dis- 
restored to the con- 

The length of the 
ing for a distance of 

scde per cubic foot, would 
of thousands of Taels. By 

the wishes of the population, 
and allowing the work to be 

n by them with Government 
md, moreover, by turning the 
to account, in the present time 

'~afmib, by a system of labour-relief, it  
'P be possible, as it were, to kill two pdsi with 'one stone, and to render the 

somplishment of the task possible with- 
@I&. ~vertaxing the energies of the people. 
~ h e  memorialist proposes, however, to 

i e e v e  the undertaking in two annual 
-$henk,  having the embankment built 
&t the fkst instance to a height of 
"Fne with a ciurnmit width of one 

S ~ X  ch'ih, and a width at base of . In the following year he pro- 
to add four eh'& to the height, 
widen the work by 1.4/lOths chang 

e s h t ,  arid by 4 chwrtg at the 
thus rendering it uniforin in dimen- 

- . ,  
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sions with the southern embankment. I& 
i s  further proposed to undertake worb in 
the P'u-t'ai and Fan 'districts, with a view 
to diverting the waters of the YeUow %ver 
from the minor of the two channels through 
which they there flow, with a view to the 
recovery, if the sclieme be favoured by 
Heaven, of some hundreds of thousands of 
mow of laud. It is noted, in addition, that 
it is proposed to pay compensation for such 
lands as are taken for embankment purposes 
at the rate of Tls. 3.2 Per mow. The total 
outlay contemplated on the'works in ques- , 
tion is Tls. 200,000 and odd. (N.B. 
-In the Gazette, the figilre is given 
as Tls. 20,000,000; but there is reason 

to auppose that the character =f- has been 

misprinted for f). Coming to the ques- 
tion of the Grand Canal, three Courses 
present themselves. The best would be to 
drsdge out the entire course of the Canal, 
as far as the southern sluice-gate on the old' 
site at Shih-li P u .  This would necessihte 
the construction of a dock for the harbour- 
ing of junks on the north side of the sluice, 
at a cost of upwards of Taels 100,000, so 
that, when the junk-squadrons had all 
arrived, the sluice might be opened and the 
passage of the Yellow River effeded. On 
the North side of the Yellow River,'again, 
sluica gates would require tobe constructed 
at a point soiith of Chang-ts'iu, so that 
opening or shutting of the Canal might be 

would be kept 
sluice, and the eilt which would be 
deposited outside the gates, extending only 
for the distance of a few li, could be dredged 
away annually without di6culty. In the 
T'ao-t'ang district, furthermore, for a dis- 
tance of 70 odd li, it would be necessary to b 
olear out a formerly existing channel to 
brin the waters of the river Wei to feed . 
the 8anal. Ba the cost of this undertaking 
would amount, however, to an sggregite . 
of upwards of TIs. 1,000,000, and um& to 
this amount are not to %e had, the scheme 
must be abandoned. Bn intermediate 
course is that of dredging out the preseat 
channel of the Canal along its whole len@hj 
at a cost of about Tls. 250,000, with an 
additional Th. 50,000 for the northern 
sluice-gate. The third and least eligible 
pl& would be to continue, W in past yeds, 
to effect a little deepening in the pats 
which have silted up the most, at a cost of 
Tls. 30,OQO or Tls. 40,000. The memo- 
rialist proposes to adopt the second of the 





- 
need not come to Peking for audience. Until 
b.i4 arrival a t  his post let (the Lieutenant- 
(hvernor of Chehkiang) Wei Yung-kwang 
temporarily act as Governor. 

(6) A Decree. Let Chih-Ho succeed to 
the  rank of sub-Chancellor of the Grand 
Secrehiat,  with the of Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Ceremonies annexed. 

(6) The Govenim of Honan mem0rializeS 
reporting the establishment at  the oapital 
of tbt pro-ce of a House of Detention 
for etnesses and parties to appeal Gases, 
in pursuance of a Decree issiied on the 
11th July last, approving the instructions 
whioh it  was proposed by the Board of 
Punishments, inconj~nctionwiththe Boards 
of Civil Office and War, to issue on this 
aubject, a t  the instance of the Governor 
of Kweichow, who had undertaken the 
establishment of an institution of this 
kind in hia province. The memorialist 
dwells upon the hardships to which wit- 
nesses and other parties to suits or trials 
being held at  the provincial capital must be 
subjected if imprisoned without care being 
taken for their maintenance, clothing, and 
health ; and proceeds to state that he has 
caused a building to be appropriated, in tlie 
Drum Tower Street at K'ai-feng Fu, com- 
prising between 60 and 70 separate dwelling 
rooms, which is to be known as theRowSh6n 
Kung So ( or place of detention pending 
trial), where all witnesses and parties to 
judicial cases, not actually criminals, shall 
henceforward be kept in custody. Pro- 
vision is made for supplying each individual 
with 12 taels' weight of rice and ten cmh 
for salt and vegetables, with three cups of 
tea per diem, and in case of need medical 
attendance and warm clothing will also be 
aupplied. I n  order to guard against the 
extortion and ill-treatment which would be 
practised by official underlings and police, 
were they placed in a position to control 
the establishment, the employds are to be 
hired aervants, and the whole is to be 

iperintended by two trustworthy officials. 
will be the duty of the higher authorities 
guard by constant supervision against 

e laxity and abuses which would creep in 
me into the undertaking, unless the right 
escription of oEcials be invested with the 

management. 

April 2nd.-A Decree. Let the Grand 
Secretary Pao Yun be invested with the 
designation of WU Ying Tiem Ta Hioh 
She ; and let the Grand Secretary Ying 
Kwei take his title from the T'i J8m Koh 
(vacated by Pao Yün.) 

N.B.-These titular distinctions are the 
result of the vacancy caused among the 

membera of the Grand Secretariat by the 
death of Wen Siang, in May, l s 6 .  

,April 3rd.-(1) A Decree. Let S n g  
Lung mcceed to the post of 
Prefect of H u - c h o ~  Fu, in ch&hkiang. 

(2) Wen Pin, Director-General of the 
Grain Transport, memorializes solio-iting 
marks of Imperial approbation on behalf 
of the deities of the Grand Canal and the 
river Hwai, who manifested themaelves 
bodily last year, according to a report 
made by the District Magistrate of %'ing- 
ho, in answer to prayers for rain. The 
god of the river Hwai @ iR $B, i t  is 
represented, received his investiture in  
the 14th year of the reign Shun Cher 
(A.D. 1657), whilst the deity worshipped 
under the title Lih Ta Wang is the can- 
onized spirit of Lih Yuh-mei, a former 
Diredor-General of the Yellow River 
(died 1840.) Permissiun is besought for 
the erection, hereafter, when means are 
forthcoming, of a temple in honor uf the 
last-named divinity at  Ts'ing-kiang P'u- 
For rescript see Gmette of 18th March. I 

(3) The Same functionary reports, in 3 
postscript memorial, the employment of 
the famine sufferers in the Hwai-ngan 
region, on relief works in connection with 
the dredging and repairs oi the Cansl aiid 
its sluices. 

April 4th.-(1) A deeree in reply to  a 
memorial from the Censor Fbng K'ing-h, 
who has denounced an officer of the Cel- 
larer's department of the Inlperiai House- 
hold, for- snndry *prachic&. A strict 
enquiry is ordered. 

(2) The Governor of H u ~ e h  memorializes 
acknowledging the receipt, on the 17th 
December last, of a despatch from t h s  
Board of Civil Office, forwarding copjl of 
a decree, by which the Taotai a t  Hankow, 
Li Ming-cli'ih, was promoted t o  the office of 
Judicial Commissioner at Foochow. Ta  
al the vacancy thiis created in  the post 
of Intendant of the Han-Hwang-Teh Circuit, 
with which is combined the Superintendent- 
ship of Customs at  Hankow, the wtinpa 
Intendant of the Grain Tax, Ho Wei-Gen, 
has been transferred, pending further oom4 
mands. The expectant Taotai Chang Eng-  
Kw'bn is selected, as being qualSed by 
seniority and charader, to  succeed lrim in 
the ac#mg appointment he vacates, 

(3) The acting Governor-General of Feng- 
t'ien, Ch'ung How, memorializes with re- 
ference to  the measuxes he wwld propose 
to adopt, in obedience to  a decree to this 
effect, for increasing the stringency of the 
frontier guard on the Corean border, with 
the cibject of preveating pasßage on either 
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L m e c r e e  hm been received, forward- from the sale of titles is not forthcoming, 
y of a memorial on the part of the änd accordingly, as requested by the act-- 
f Ceremonies, in  wliich a letter, re- Governor, the deceased is stripped of his 

k ived  by the Board from tlie King of rank, and commands are issued to tne 
a r e a ,  was laid before tlie Throne ; and in Governor of Ngan-hwei, his native pro- , q p l y  to  the instructions received, the me- Mnce, to make search for and to codscate 
borialist would observe that, in former any property of which he may have died 

w a r &  a tract of land was purposely left possessed. (Note.-It is not necessarily 
miiinhabited on the further side of the the case that the deceased magistrate was 
frontier, beyond the " Coreau Gate," in  personally a defaulter. He may have taken 
order to prevent the mingling of the over the deficiencies in the accounts fmm 
subjects of China witli people from outside. his predecessor, an abuse which has been 

difticulf to maintain the stringency of the of frequent occurrence.) 
In process of time, however, as it became stated in  a recerit Censor's memorial to  be . , ; 
frontier-guard, squatters began to populate - 

(2) Tlie acting Governor-General of F h g -  L this tract, arid a few Years ago, when the t'ien memorialiees urging the necessity for ' I 
b e n  'Vice-President of a Board, Yen Hu, the appointment of additional local authori- 
proceeded on a mission of inspection beyond ties in  the border redon of the pro-ce. 
the frontier, he found almest the entire ~h~ extent of this tract of country, on ths  
region overspread witli cultivators. After eastern frontier, is of 1,000 E from ' 1  

a conference at the frontier with Commis- north to south, whilst from east to west it , sioners from Corea, he reported tliat what has a width of from 50 to 200 or 300 li. ' 
the Corean Government dreaded was admix- since the institution of measures for bring- 
ture of a f o r e b  elenlent in its population. ing the squatters on this tract of C O U ~ ~ ~ Y  

1. 
H e  represented that the width of the tract under control, a pest n-ber of applica- 2 , 
left  uncultivated Was 0f iess monient than tions have been made for the regktration 
the  efncacy of border regulations, and he ~f titles at the offices that have been set on 
~ r o ~ o s e d  the ~ ~ n s t r u c t i o n  of a Wall arid foot, to such an extent that the area of land - 
ditch along the boiindary, adhering to the that may be added to the register amounts J - 
naturalfeaturesof thecountry,submittingat to an ,f 700,000 mow. 
the Same time a Code of ~ r o ~ o s e d  regula- this must be added the 530,000 and odd mow 
tions. Notwithstanding these proceedings, which were admitted to the tax register of I 
nothin%effectualhas been donefor~ears PWJ~, the Ngan-tung district last year, and another 
arid the ~opulation has gone On increasing amount of 500,000 and odd mow adrnitted 
until now it exteiids to  the very banks of in the years immediately peCeding. It is 
the Riyer (the Ya-lu-) I n  of the alarm estimated that when the land has all been 
expressed by the a g  at  the encroach- duly placed on a tax-paying footing, the 
ment upon his own territory with which revenue will be augmented by an annual 
he is  menaced by the r a ~ i d l ~  increasing collection of upwards of Tls. 300,000, in 
dvances of the squatter ~ o ~ l l l a t i o n ,  who addition to other amounts from the taxes 
are now divided from Bis territory only on reedlands and miscellaneous duties. 

death by Summary execution be the ~ e n a l t y  adoption of other administrative measures. 

boundary on the park of any subject of consider arid report. 

by a mere stream, it  is ~ r o ~ o s e d  that the The memorialist proposes the establish- ,' 
regulations submitted by Yen H u  some ment of three new District Magistracies in  1 ' 

Wo be act ivel~ enforced, arid that the region of country in question, and the 4 

for any act of trespass beyond the river- -Rescript : Let the Boards concerned I , 
China; and that any Chinese subject who (3) ~h~ Governor-Genera1 of the Two I 
may be a~prehended in Corea be sent as a E a n g  memorializes reporting that the ex- I' - 
tnsoner to Moukden, whence, after report pectant Taotai H u  Kwang-png, who acts I. 
o the Throne, he shail be conveyed to the manager at Shanghai for the Rice-tribute = 

banks of the river and executed. I t  k also Agency, has addressed him to the effect , 
proposecl that it  be lawful for the Coreans that, on receiving accounts of the distress 
to slay any Chinese who may attempt to , prevailing in the region north of the Yang- 
resist capture at their hands.-Rescript : t„e, he has personally contributed 8,400 
Let the Board of Ceremonies take note. piculs of wheat and 4,700 wadded gowns, 

April 5th.-(1) A decree in  reply to a in addition to which he has raised a sub- 
memorial from the acting-Governor of scri~tion among the merchants and notables 
Shantung, who has denounced a deceased of Shanghai, to the amount of Taels 11,000 
diatrict magistrate for defalcations in his and 3,000 and odd wadded garments, which 
sccounts. A sum of Tls. 3,209 on revenue he is ~repared  t o  send forward. H e  
w o u n t  and Tls. 969 on account of receipts requests that a steamer maY be detdd 

- 
- . :a L '-- - - -  



the boat conveying these supplies, 
that the magistrate of the Muh- 
district be ordered to keep order 

g the recipients and to effect the 
distribution. H e  eoncludes by praying 
that there may on no account be any 
thought of apglying to the Throne for 
honorary rewards.-The Govemor-General, 
commending the charitable spirit displayed, 
arid Skating that he has complied with the 
requeats addressed to him, feels bound to 
bring the facta to his Majesty's notice, and 
$0 sd.icit; that a list of the names of the 
oharitable donors may be called for, to the 
end that honours be conferred upon them 
ttccording to precedent, as an incentive to  
good deeds.-Rescript : Let the Board of 
Revenue take note. 

Apr. 6th.-(1) A Decree. Let Chu 
mh-ming succeed t o  the post of Brigadier 
General of the Ting-chow command in 
Fuhkien. 
. (2) A memorial from the Governor 
General of the Two Kiang and the Go- 
pepor  of Nganhwei, with reference to the 
semoval of a Sub-Prefect to be stationed 
henceforward at  the thriving place of 
t a d e  which has grown up of late 
Fears on the island of Ho Yueh Chow, 
opposite Ta-t'ung, on the Yangtsze, as 
reported in the Gazette of 21st October 

' 1876. The Board of Civil Office has found 
fault with the manner in  which it has been 
proposed that this arrangement shall take 
effect, as regards the classification of the 
new appointment. The existing system 
has been disturbed by the establishment 
of a new post of the "superior respon- 
sibility" class, without the correspond- 
ing reduction of some previously exist- 
h g  post 04 that class to the '< inferior- 
responsibility" scale. A cltanding regulation 
is thus violated, and the Board has 
obtained sanction by rescript to its 
demand that obedience be shewn in this 
respect, since otherwise the system under 
which official exchanges take place will 
be disturbed. The memorialists demon- 
&rate, in reply, that the province of 
Nganhwei contains no appointment of the 

?: Sub-prefectural class which it  is possible to  
' 7  reduce as commanded, and entreat permis- 
' sion to retain the new office on the footing 

originally recommended, with exemption 
from the rule relating to the interchange 
a% appointments.-Referred by rescript to 
the Board for report. 

April 7th.-(Court Circular.) Chang Sze- 
. Swei, B fSii @, wearing the button of 

%he third rank, assistant Envoy to Japan, 
r%,bmned thanks for his appointment, and ,. . .' 

had atldience. (N.B.-Chang Sze-kwel, 
who was appointed to the post above-named 
in January last, has but lately arrived & . 
Peking from his place of residente, Nineo.3 

(1) A Decree. We command that the 
candidates of the k'u-j6n degree from ehe 
provinces, who have passed the test-examina- 
tion and have been classified as follows, 
namely, of the first-class, 80 ; of the 
second-class, 400 ; and of the third-class, 
695, be adinitted to the cornpetition for the 
tsin-sae degree. Ch'6n Shen, Ts'ien Ting- 
hien, and How Tshng-fuh, who have been 
rated in the fourth-class, are turned back 
until the next period for examination. 

after the next. 
(2) .A decree admitting to the forthcom- 

ing triennial competition 14 Manchu Kii-jdm 

E 
K'ing K'i is turned back iintil the period 8 

from the provinces, who have passed the 
test-examination, after graduating in the 
provincial examinations for Manchu inter- 
pretation. 

(3) Shen Pao-cheng, Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang, presents a memorial de- 
nouncing a long list of District Magistrates, 
Sub-Prefects, &C., for incompetence, vice 
(opium-smoking), neglect of duty, &C., &C. 
Among these, an expectant District Magis- 
trate, named Luh Urh-fa, is signalised arr 
having made himself very unpopular by his 
conduct while in  Charge of a le7cin tax-office. 
-A rescript has already appeared, cashier- 
ing or degrading the inculpated officials, aß 
requested. 

April 8th.-(FCourt Circulsr.) Li Mi ;- 
ch'ih, Judicia Commissioner of Fuh-kien, 
presented his-mpects on his arrival a t  
Peking, and had audience. 

(List of appointments for the second 
moon). To be Grain Intendant for 
the province of Hu-peh, Hwhn Yen-k'i , , 
J@ B @. 

(I) A decree in  answer to a memorial 
from the Censor Kwoli Ts'ung-ku, wha has 
req~iested that regulations of a proper 
nature may be drawn up for the treatment 
of cases referred for trial after appeal t o  
Peking. He has represented that in  the 
petitions of appeal it constantly occurs that *! 
a large number of individuals are involved 
by name, with malicious intent to injure 
them ; in addition to which he enumerates 
other malpractices, such as false persona- 
tion, contracting for the prosecution of the 
suit, instigation, and the Wie. Litigious ! 
practices such as these cannot be allowed 
to gain ground. For the future, i t  will be 
incumbsnt iipon the Governors-General 
and Governors of all the provinces, when d 
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~ppeal  Gases are referred back i u ~  mvesti- the band in January last. The ringleade&$ 
gation, to use strict care in discriminating Lan Shbng-ts'ui, and a number of hie p x h A  
with regard to the summoning of persons cipal followers, were captured and pub td 
who are named in the appeal, and to death. For this exploit the Taotai Yih 
refrain from involving the innocent in Yuan-tai is rewarded with the bestowal of 
W i n g  proceedings. Let the proper rank of the h s t  degree upon his progenitors 
Board draw up the regillations which for three generations past, and with the 
should be adopted for taking down accwate title of Ha-hi-23a Bat'zcmc in lieu of the 
evidence respecting the complainant and title heretofore conferred upon him ; and 
the accused, their personal descriptions, the Brigadier-General Mo Yün-ch'eng is to 
and the depositions relating to tfie case be recorded on the list for immediate em- 
a t  issue, in all instances in which, ployment, to be nominated to the h s t  
after the lodging of an appeal through va-cy occuring in that rank in either 
any of the metropolitan departments, of the two Kwang provinces. He is also 
the parties are about to he sent back invested with brevet rank as General. Per- 
$0 the province in conformity with law. mis~ion is accorded for the presentation of 
Inaamuch as manifold cases of injustice a i.&t of recommendations on behalf of the 
arke in consequence of the habitual prac- remairilng officers of the force who have . tice of the provincial govenunents, in signalized themselves on this ocwion. 
w e s  of appeal, of referring the cause for (2) A decree in reply to a memorial from 
reinvestigation to the court by which it the Cemor Liu Tseng, who has denounced 
was decided in the h s t  instance, where- an individual named Niu Kwang-to 
upon the officials concerned being actuated having illegally obtained the literary degree 
with a desire to screen themselves from the ' of K6-jtn. His father, Niu Show-jen, 
consequences of misconduct, a finding in with two aliases, is represented as having 
support of the original judgment is at all been a gate-keeper in the yambn of a dis- 
hazards affirmed-the provincial govern- tri& Magistrate in Kwangsi, notwithstmd- 
rnents shall henceforward not be at liberty ing wlrich disquaUcation, he had the auda- 
to remit appeal cases to be reinvestigated city to obtain his admission, through the 
by the officials before whom the cause was msistance of certain dishonest notables, to 
tried in the h s t  instance. Should the the register of the district of Lin-kwei, and 
officials directed to take in hand the judicial to send his son under false pretence to the 
proceedings evince a disposition to act from literary examinations, at which the son suc- 
motives of corrupt favoiiritism, let them ceeded in obtaining the degree of K6-j6n. It 
forthwith be rigorously impeached, in order is contrary to law that a low official underling 
that the institutions of penal justice may should obtain registration in a district other 
have due weight given to their fulfilment. than his own, and thus fraudulently gain 

(2 )  A decree admitting to the privilege access to the privilege of examination, and 
of competition at the approaching examina- it is most necessary that severe punishment 
tions the following nurnbers of provincial be meted out in such a case. We com- 
candidates (in addition to the list published mand that Niu Kwang-tow be deprived of 
yesterday), who have passed the supple- his degree ; and We command that en- 
mentary test-examinations, viz., of the first- quiry be instituted by the Governor of 
class in oder  of merit, 36 ; of the second- Kwangsi t o  ascertain whether Niii Show- 
class, 114 ; and of the third-class, 199. jen has purchmed official rank under false 
Two candidates who have been assigned pretences. Should this be the case, let 
to the fourth-class are turned back until him likewise be deprived of the zank so 
the period after next for admission. aoquired and be punished according to law, 

April 9th.-(1) A decree in acknowledg- to the end that the purity of the official 
ment of a memorial from T'u Twng-ying, career may be maintained. Let the Boards 
Governor of Kwangsi, who has reported the concerned take note. 
dispersion of a body of insurgents, and the ~ ~ ~ i l  10th.+court aircular). Liu Hien 
capture and execiition of their ringleader. 
It appears that a titular graduate, nho had @ @I& returned th'*s for appo"t- 
been stripped of his rank, belonghg to the ment to the post of Taotai of the Hwai- 
Ma-p'ing district, had assembled a band of Yang Intendency in ~ian~su.-The Go- 
peasanks whom he had incited to revolt vernor of Shun-t'ien Fu re~orted a rainfall 
under pretext of insisting upon a reduction at Peking, produuing between two arid 
In the aplount of taxes. The Taotai Yih three inches of saturation. 
Yüan-tai proceeded against this insurgent 
body 'with an armed force, and having met a 
wiih overt resistance, attacked and routed H 



ia made of a victory achieved over the 
banditti a t  Pa-yen Su-su by the Govern- 
ment troops. Commands are issued, 
enjoining the most active efforts for the 
extirpation of th% remainder of the band. 

( I)  A Decree. . Let Wang Kia-pih be 
transferred to fill the post of vice-Governor 
of $'eng-t'ien Fu,  with the functions of 
L i te raq  Chancellor annexed. 

(2 )  The acting Governor-General of Min- 
ch6h memorializes with reference to the 
zrrears of judicial caaes in thecourts through- 
out the province of Fuhkien, to which the 
Governor, Ting Jih-ch'ang, has already 
drawn attention. These arrears have been of 
such long continuance, and have accumula- 
ted under so many incuinbents of office, that 
the Magistrates generally are afraid to deal 
with them, and prisoners and witnesses 
meanwhile languish in confinement and 
suspense. I t  is solicited that, as a special 
act ofgrace, and in order to expedite the 
administration of justice, indemnity for 
past neglect may be granted, and that a 
period of three months be now assigned for 
hearing and disposing of all old cases dating 
from before the commencement of last 
year ; the District Magistrates being held 
bound, for the future, to adhere to the 
prescribed limitations of time in the hear- 
ing and disposal of all recent cases.- 
Assented to by rescript. 

April 11th.-(1 and 2) Decrees in reply 
to memorials from the Governor of Kwei- 
chow, denouncing long lists of military and 
civil officials. I n  accordance with his ap- 
plication, a Brigadier-General named Yeh 
Cheng-hiung is cashiered and sentenced to 
perpetual exclusion from farther recom- 
mendation or employment, on the ground 
of self-seeking practices in contempt of the 
law and disregard of what was due to his 
position. A similar sentence is pronounced 
against a Colonel named Chen Che-tao, for 
treacherouli and deceitful condiict, dis-, 
graceful to his official rank. Five or six 
others, from the rank' of Brigadier-General 
down, are cashiered for various forms of 
rnisconduct ; and two captains are degraded 
to the rank of lieutenank. I n  the following 
decree, a list of c i d i a n  functionaries, from 
the rank of Prefect downwards, occupying 
three pages of the Gazette, irr dealt with, 
the delinquents being cashiered or degraded 
according to circiimstances. 

(3) A Decree. Let F'an Sze-lien ,@ 
?& succeed to the post of Vice-Governor 
of Shun-t'ien Fu. 

(4) The Court of Censors memorialize 
-3i.warding an appeal lodged by a native of 
the province of Honan, n m e d  ,Ts6ng 

Ch'wan-san, complaining that bis mother 
had been murdered by a party of robbew, 
whom the local authorities have allowed ts 
go free.-Referred in the usud mariner. 

(5) The Governor of Kiangsi reports the 
hearing and decision of a cme in which 
certain notables of the Yü-ts'ien district 
had lodged a complaint against a KC-j& 
graduate, whom they charge with making 
himself an agent for purposes of litigation, 
extoding money from inoffensive Per- 
sons, monopolizing the collection of the 
taxes, and making the authorities subject 
to his dictation. The incriminated Person, 
on learning that orders for his arrest had 
been issued, canie spontaneously to  the 
provincial capital to deliver himself up ; 
and on trial being held, the main facts 
charged against him have been substan- 
tiated. The sentence he has incumed is 
transportation to the extremest frontier, a t  
it distance of 4,000 li; but in consideration 
of his act of voluntary surrender he is 
entitled to mitigation by one degree, which 
makes his penalty that of 100 blows and 
banishment for three years, without the 
benefit of participation in the Acts of Grace 
recehtly proclaimed. Other sentences on 
accessories t o  the case are a t  the rcame 
time submitted for approval. 

April 12th.-The Board of Piinishments 
memorialize reporting the conclusion ar- 
rived at  in the case of the woman Koh 
Pih-she, charged, together with her &eged 
paramour Yang Nai-wu, with the murder 
df her husband Koh P'in-lien by arsenic 
poisoning. The following is a summary of 
the facts respresented by the Board, after 
a recital of the tenour of the decrees 
under which the recent proceedings in this 
cawe cddbre have been instituted. The 
deceased, Koh P'in-lien, was a native of 
the district of Yü-hang, in Chehkiang, 
where he married, in April, 1872, a woman 
surnamed Pih, whose father was dead, and 
whose mother had become the wife of a 
man named Yü K'ing-t'ien. A month 
after his marriage, Koh P'ien-lien moved 
into a house belonging to the provincial 
graduate Yang Nai-wu, who shared part of 
the dwelling with him. He himself was 
employed in a bean-curd factory ; and bis 
mother, who had also married a second 
time, lived apart from his hoiisehold. 
Toward the middle of the ensuing autumn, 
Koh's suspicions of his wife's f ide l i t~  
were aroused through his seeing h e  
coiitinually in Yang Nai-wu's comPanY ; an( 

sought to assure himself of what Wal 
listening at  the window-Sill9 
able to hear nothing beyond 
instriicting his wife in th<- 



b x t  of the Classics. H e  complained, how- 
*ver, to his mother-in-law and her husband; 
arid his mother-in-law, having visited the 
hguse and Seen her daughter taking her 
meals in  coinpany with Yang Nai-wu, was 
unable to divest herself of the suspicions 
she had formed. As she spoke of these to 
outsiders, the matter became a subject of 
common gossip i n  the neighbourhood. At 
the advice of his relatives, Koh inoved in 
July, 1873, from Yang Nai-wu's dwelling to 
another house, belonging to a cousm of his 
wife's step-father, named Wang Sin-pei, 
who himself lived next door. This man 
kept an active watch, but at no tinie saw 
any visits paid to the house by Yang Nai: 
wu. On the 15th October following, Koh 

lded and beat his wife on account of his 
er being behindhand, and she, in  a fit 
sgust, cut her hair short and vowed 
she would enter a nunnery. The mo- 

exclaiming that things 
eached such a pass for so 
and the mother of Koh 

is conduct, he replied, this 
casion of such a remark, 
this opportunity of vent- 
on account of the affair 
On the 26th November 

t h  a complaint to which 
two days afterwards he 
ghbour returning home 

shop and buy a diimpling, after eating 
which he was seized with vomiting. H e  
returned to his house, and, feeling very 
weak, desired his wife to take 1,000 cash 
to  her father-in-law and request him to buy 
certain medicines for him. His wife's 
mother paid him a visit forthwith, and 
found hirn lying very ill in bed, shivering and 
vomiting, after which she returned home. 
His wife, alarined by a choking soundin his 
throat, called out to him, but white froth 
issuedfrom his lips and hewasunabletoutter 
a word. I n  her alarm, she screamed to the 
neighbours, wlio hurried in, and she 
entreated them to fetch her own and her 
husband's mother, which they did ; but all 
their endeavours, aided by the advice of a 
medical practitioner who was called in, 
proved fruitless, and the patient died to- 
wmds evening. His mother attended to 
thepreparations for iiiterment of the corpse, 
arid expressed no doubt of his having died 
of the violent fever with which his illness 
was a t  the time identified. It was only 
when a w o u r  was set afloat the next day, 
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throiigh the deceased7s foster mother, of his 
having been poisoned, that his mother 
was led to  suspect, from this fact 
and the speedy decomposition of the 
remains which set in, that he had been 
foiilly dealt with ; and she lodged a com- 
plaint a t  the district Magistracy, calling 
for an inquest. This district Magistrate 
complied with this application, and the 
condition of the remains was such as to  
lead the examiner of corpses employed on 
this occasion to suspect the agency of poison. 
He was inclined to believe that opium had 
been the cause of death, owing to the ab- 
sence of rigidity in the wrpse ; but one of 
theMagistrate's underlings havingobserved, 
in adherence to the mistaken theory of Ch'en 
Chuh-shan, that death from opium poison- 
ing can scarcely occur except when the drug 
has been taken by the individual of his own 
accord, the examiner was led to believe, 
from the livid blisters observed on the ab- 
dornen, that the cause of death was poison- 
ing by arsenic. Whilst arguing the point, he  
omitted to cleanse the silver probing-needle 
with the decoction of Gleditschia; and being 
unable to feel positive what poison had been 
employed, he declared ambiguously that 
" death had been caused by poison. " The 
Magistrate hereupon interrogated the rela- 
tives of the deceased, and the neighbours, 
none of whom knew anything respecting 
the source whence poison had been pro- 
cured ; and the widow, on being taken to 
the magistracy and questioned, denied all 
knowledge in this respect. Torture having 
been applied to her, however, her powern 
of endurance were insufficient for the 
ordeal, and she made a false confession to 
the effect that, having had criminal rela. 
tions with Yang Nai-wu at former times: 
this man had supplied her with somc 
arsenic on the 24th November for the pur- 
Pose of putting an end to her husband's 
llfe. The Magistrate hereupon applied to 
the superior authorities, requesting that 
Pang Nai-wu be slripped of his degree i n  
order that he might be placed on trial, 
whereupori certain of his relatives came 
Eorward to testify that on the 24thNovember 
he had been absent at a place called Nan 
Hiang, and coiild not possibly have handed 
the poison to Koh Pili-she as alleged. The 
woman, however, in  dread of further tor- 
ture, adhered to her statement ; and the 
Magistrate, in forwarding a report of the 
case to his superior, tlie Prefect of Haiig- 
chow, falsely declared, in connection with 
the inquest, that the silver probe had been 
duly washed without removing its greenish 
discoloration. YangNai-wu, on being put on 
trial before tlieprefect, wasinduced, through 
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@&P of torture, to admit the oharge ; and on for some time reporting the prison as un- 
<being asked where he obtained arsenic, tenanted ; and these cases may be taken ' h mentioned the name of a shop which typical of the remainder. Not o n l y . ~  
h e  remembered having passed. fiom this this what happens as regards the magis- 
point the story is continued to the same trates themselves, but prisoners are 
effect as has been already set forth in  pre- fined by the underlings without the know- 
vious meinorials ; and the Board submits, ledge of the clerks and secretaries, whilst 
for the Imperial decision, the question as to these again commit persons to custody 
the ~ ~ n a l t i e s  that should be meted out to without the knowledge of their olficial 
the officials, high and low, who have been employers. Farmers and labourers or petty 
guilty of the gross perversion of justice traders once cast into prison, their entire 
broiwht to light in  this case. For rescript, household knows not a moment's peace ; arid 

e G a ~ e t t e  of March 30th. their release is not effected until land and 
April 13th.-(1) A decree commanding houses, nay, it may be, wife and children, 

two hereditary Princes of the first degrce are sold, and interest brought to bear 
to  attend the prelirninary obsequies of the on their behalf. The official sits at bis 
Imperial Prince of Fu, lately deceased, on chess and wine, while the people are 
the 17th inst. offering up supplioations to which them 

(2) The remainder of to-day's Gazette is is none to lend an ear. Verily ! the 
occupied with the concluding portion of sound of their woes and anguish may well 
the Board of Punishments'memorial bePn suffice to evoke the visitation of drought 

L yesterday. and to arouse the wrath of Heaven. Xince 
April 14th.-(1) The acting Governor- the memorialists began their work of 

, General of Min-Chah, and Ting Jih-ch'ang, scrutiny, prisoners to the number of 1,246, 
Governor of- Fuhkien, jointly memorialize borne on the lists sent in from the various 
representing the urgent necessity that exists districts, have been released ; but they 
for a modification of the rules in force re- have no doubt that thousands more are 
specting thd custody of prisoners, in order still confined, of whom no report is made 
to allow a speedy dispensation of justice to or who are surreptitiously held in durance 
take place. Observing that the civil ad- by the official underlings. Most mar- 
ministration in the province of Fuhkien has vellous of all are such instances as that of 
lapsed into a condition of vicious routine, the Magistrate of Show-ning, who, when 
one consequence of which is that unsen- stringently called upon to explain why a 
tenced criminals and other parties to prisoner named Li was still detained in 
judicial cases habitually languish in irnpri- cnstody, more than a year after he had 
sonment, frequently resulting in death, the been entitled to his release by Act of Grace, 
memorialists point out that in order to replied that the prisoner was so fond of 
&ord any actual relief it  is necessary to confinement that he did not wish to be set 
iindertake a radical and searching enquiry at  liberty ; and of the Magistrate of 
into the causes of the evil complained of. Tsiang-loh, who, when called upon to report 
They have already, on two successive wliy a prisoner named Yang had been so 
occasions, denounced a series of officiaIs long in jail, replied that the man had 
g d t y  of acts of suppression in connection been handed over by one incumbent 
with reports of law proceedings, apd they of the office to another during a 
have at the same time lavished exhortations long series of years, and that no particulars 
upon all their subordinates to dischßrge of his case were on record ! Other in- 

! 
tlieir duties with diligent exactimde, to stances of the kind might further be cited. 
stich an extent that they may almost say There are, at present, in all the districts of 
they have warn away the points of their the province, some 290 odd criminals in 
pens and have brought blisters to their lips prison whose trials are as yet not a t  an end, 
in  the effort. I n  the course of six months, and 620 odd prisoners in addition to  these. 
the cases of 532 prisoners, old and new, The prisoner who has becn longest in  con- 
have been wound UP ; but the misfortune hement  is one W&ng I-loh, in  the f ih-  
is that in many cases where the official ts'ing district, who has beeil 20 years in 
returns shew only a few prisoners in jail ; and other instances of imprisonment 
custody, there are in reality some scores for 12, 11, and 10 years are recited. The 
of persons in confinement. Thus, at major i t~  of these are individuals connected 
Amoy, the sub-Ppefect had upwards of with charges of murder or robber7 m t h  
eighty prisoners in  jail, and reported violence; but some have retracted Gon- 
barely half-a-dozen. The sub-~refeci/ fessions made in the fist instance under 
at  Shih Ma had upwards of twenty torture, whilst others are simple accessorles 
DerSOnS in conhement, and had gone on/ or even persons who declare themselves $0 
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&e the victims of false accusations. The Napa on the 21st 0ctg- 
- 

ceurts, bound down by the letter of stand- blown off the land in a typhoon, 
ing regulations, do not venture to pro- drifting about for some time were afi 
aounce a ihal decision ; and the conse- rescued by Chinese fishermen 
quence is that prisoners who, if they had bourhood of Chusan, and guided by t ~ ß i  
only been sentenced, might go free in to Foochow. The usual allowance 
conformity with the terms of the Imperial pint of rice and six cash per diem will* 
amnesties, are detained in perpetual impri- issued to the sufferers until they can be 
~onment owing to some contradiction in sent back to their native country. 
their depositions f ist  and last. In  order (3) The same authority reports the mival  
to remedy the crying evils thus ex~osed, it .f a second pady of distressed Liu-ch'iuans 

prayed that the existb regulations may at Jj'oochow, to the n-ber of fourteen per- 
be mOdified W t0 enable general jail sons. TheJT shte  that on &e 2lst May, 
delivery t" be held, irrespective of the 1816, they sailed from Napa with a cargo of 
limitations of time prescribed by the rules crockery, lacquerware, arid for the 
affecting trials, for all cases dating from Meiaco Sima islands, intendbg to bring 
before the year 18'75, exception being back a ret- freight of white rite, hides, 
made in the of persons wh" beche-de-mer, etc.; but having been caught 
have retracted confessions made in in a gale they were driven on the comt of 
the face of testimon~, kee~ers (Jorea, arid finally drifted dem to the mouth 
0f gambling houses~ promoters of litiga- of the Yangtsze, where their vessel became 
tion, kidnappem to hold to ranaom, arid total swum On shore, 
evil doers of this class, who, if set free they were taken of by the lad 
with the rest, would be certain either to authofities arid by fiem to the 
betake themselves to the profession of bri- provincial capital, ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ .  ~h~~ anived 
gandage, Or t0 drift intO connectiOn & this place On the 13th Odober last, arid 
d e n  sects. It is proposed that 'bis clms on the 5th February, 1877, they reached 
of may be k e ~ t  in custod~ fOr Shanghai, from which pokt they were for- 
fixed term of Years by being chained t~ warded by stemer to Foochow. They 
block~ of stone, but not locked up in the be re]ieved in the usual mariner, arid sent 
prisons. For all subsequent cases, it is back opport-ty to their own 
proposed that the regulations enjoining 
despatch in procedure be duly enforced. 
An apology is made for some delay send- (4) shen Pao-chen@, Gove~or -Gener~  
ing forward the present memorial, owing of the TwO Kiang, nlemorialbs a ~ ~ l ~ i n g  
to the departure for E ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  of the for an extension of his sick-leave for one 

vernor, ~ i h - ~ h ' ~ ~ ~ ,  by it, hW month, stating that his health still continues 

been bawn up.-~escript : ~~t the ~~~d~ in an unsatisfactory condition. In answer 
concerned consider and report to Us. Lo an application he felt bound to make, 

The remainder of this day's Q~~~~~~ is toward the close of last year, for leave to 
occupied with memorkls On resign bis post, he received the Imperial 

details from the same quarter. sanction to his taking a cong6 of two 

15th.-(1) decree in answer to months ; and he is now compelled to solicit 

memorial from the censor ~i~ sih-kin, an extension of this period.-Granted by 
who has represented that entertainments rescript. 
and theatrical performances are given on (5) The Military Governor of Heh-lung- 
the part of officials, and that these should kiang (the Amur) menzorializes reporting 
be prohibited. In  reply it is observed that, the details of a victorious eng8gement on 
notwithstanding the termination of the the part of 4he Manchu troops stationed at 
period of national mourning for the late Pa-yen Su-su, over a band of mounted 
Emperor, the Imperial remains have not, free-booters who, to the number of between 
as yet, been deposited in their last resting- 50 and 60, made an incursion into $hat 
place; and there would be something re- neighbourhood in Februar~r last. The 
pugnant to the feelings if feasting and detaclzment of troops, 100 stroq,  which 
mirth were to be abruptly resumed. For was set in motion on news being received 
this reason entertainments on the part of of the fray having occurred, succeeded 
officials are still entirely prohibited. in enveloping the party of robbers, of 

(2) The acting Governor-General of Min whom 30 were killed On the spot. Thirteen 
Ch6h reports the arrival of 23 shi~wrecked wounded prisonem were at the same time 

gliu-ch'iuans at Foochow on the 3rd De- taken. Twenty-tliree homes, and muck 
i~cember last, the account they give of saddlery and other trophies were als 
cbhemselves being that they sailed from captured. Twelve of the prisoners W€- 



so severely wounded that they were des- 
patched a t  once, by being speazed t o  death ; 
whilst the remaining captive was broiight 
up for interrogation. H e  stated that he 

. was a native of Pao-ting Pu, who had 
emigrated many years ago to this part of 
the country ; and he gave an account of the 
arrangements he had lately entered into 
with certain of the lawless gold-hunters of 
San-sing to malle s raid upon the neigh- 
bourhood of Pa-yen Su-su. After his de- 
position h d  been taken, the prisoner was 
executed and his 'head exposed on a pole. 
It is observed that the region of country 
about Pa-yen Su-su is greatly exposed to 
incursions from the adjoiaing territorj-, 
d o r e  especidly as during the frosts the 
river can be ~ o s s e d  upon the ice; and 
precautions a g m s t  brigandage muat con- 
sequently be maintained without relaxa- 
tim.-Rescript enjoining vigorous efforts 
for the extiqation d the bands of brigands 
in this regian. 

A p d  l&h.-( l )  The Governor of Kiang- 
si reportPI that eight candidates above the 
age of 90, and thirty-two of the age of 80 
arid upwards, are entitled to  the bestowal 
of honorary degrees as KG-jen, &er com- 
peting at  bhe provincial examinations of 
h a t  autumn. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi reports in a 
postscript memorial the destruction by fire 
of the yam6n of the district Magistrate of 
man-ch'ang, in the provincial capital. The 
tionflagration took place on the 7th Novem- 
ber last. 

(3) The (Xovernor of Ngan-hwei reports 
thenumber of octogenarian aridnonagenarian 
candidates at  the last year's examinations, 
who are entitled to honorary degrees, to be 
as follows: bf the age of ninety and up- 
wards, 4 ;  and of the age of eighty and 
upwards, 20. 

April 17th.-The Manch11 Beneral-in- 
Chief of Sze-ch'wan memorhlkes proposing 
iihe enrolment of a n  additional body of 500 
Banner-men, to be picked £rom the Manchu 

of Ch76ng-tu, to rein'orce the 
scanty numbers of the Banner soldiery 
~esiding there. Of t h w  the nurnber 
origindly was but &600 afficers and men, 
to  which 500 were added, on the system it 
is naw proposed to follow, gome 10 years 
ago. It is proposed that the pay of the 
additional force should be at  the rate of 
2 Taels per man per mensem; and as a 
saving of Taels 2,000 montkly on the pro- 
vincial military expenditure has 1 ely been 
effected by the disbandment of%ody of 
braves no longer required on t h  border, 
the present scheme can be put $to effect 

without additional expense.-Banctionedi 
by rescript. 

The rernainder of this day's ia  
principally occupied with memorials 
administrative details relating to the Hun, - 
ing Grounds. 

April 18th.-(1) A Decree. F6ng Tsze- 
ts'ai has memorialked entreating permission 
to have audience. Let him come to P e b g  
for audience ; and let Liu Ew'6n-yih tiub- 
mit the name of an officer to receive appoint- 
ment to act in his absence. 

(2) A decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a mernorial from the Governor-General 
TSO Tsung-t'ang, reporting the decease from 
illness of Brigadier-GeneralLiuHow-ki. The 
death of this officer, wl~o  held the command 
of the Yen-Sui division in Shensi, is much 
deplored, on the ground of the valiant ser- 
vices he has reridered dnring his career. 
The customarg honours are decreed in his 
favour. A successor to his post is appointed 
in the person of T'an JQn-fang C%, 

(3) The Governor of Kiangsii reports the 
shipment of the first batch of the grain 
tribute due from that province for the 
supply of the capital. The first squadron 
of the rice junks, numbering 165 sail, and 
carrying 325,910 piculs of grain, plus a 
waste allowance of 27,217 piculs, left the 
port of Shanghai on the 8th March, to 
commence their voyage northward. 

April 19th,-(1) A decree appointing the 
Grand Secretary Pao Yiin as Examiner- 
in-chief, and the Ministers Mao Ch'ang-hi, 
Tx'ien Pao-lien and Kw6n Kang, as 
Assiatant Examiners for the Examinations 
about to Open. 

(2-6) k series of decrees making appoint- 
meiits in coimection with the forthcorning 
Examinations. 

(6) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
measures that have been taken generally 
with reference to the refugees from the 
famine-stricken districts North of the 
Yangtsze, who have been cared for during 
the winter i n  the regiou about Soochow, 
Ch'ang-chow, Chin-kiang, Yangchow, etc. 
The sufferers began to flock southwards, he  
observes, in November last, arriving daily 
at  Soochow in parties of from 10 to 100 irr 
number, iipon which vacant spaces in  and 
about the city were set apart for their 
temporary habitation under the care of 
~pecial officers. Provision was made for 
the issue of two rations of congee per diem 
to each individual, the allowance being, 
four-aths of a pint to  adults and one-half 
that qnantity for children. To stich of the 
refugees as came in boats anchorage room 
was allowed, and rice was served out t o  be 
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cooked by themselves, with a dole of cash able conhributions at  Shanghai, was allot- 
rtnd supplies of fuel, and cotton for the ted to the suppoi% of a number of the 
purpose of wadding their clothes. Medical able-bodied refugeea, who were employed 
attendance was also provided for the sick in deepening the channel of the Tan-yang 
and for women in cldd-bed. I n  order to Canal. When things were at the worst, . 
prevent too largeaconcoiirse of individuals an allowance of 10,000 piculs of rice 
a t  any one point, such as might have given was additionally granted by the Imperial 
rise to disturbances, orders were sent bounty. The refugees having now been 
to the provincial Treasurer to  forward maintained for nearly four months, and 
funds to the various d i c t e d  districts seed time being at  hand, measures have 
f6r local issues of relief ; and measures been taken for returning them tp their 
were taken to institute labour-relief works native districts. An abundant snowfall 
upon the Canal in order to  provide employ- during the winter gives good promige for 
ment for such of the afflicted population the next crops, and orders have beendssued 
aa had not yet migrated from their own for the purchase of supplies of seed-corn, 
part of the country. Agencies for the to be issced as advances to the cultivators. 
distribution of relief were established at  Rations are to  be issued to the sufferers up 
Yang-chow, Chinkiang, Kiang-yin, etc., to to  the end of the 2nd moon (April 13th), 
attend to the requirements of that portion an additional month's ration allowance 
of the sufferers who had not yet crossed being employed in returning the parties t o  
the Yangtsze, or who W-ere in the first stage their homes. 
of their journey after crossing the River. 
As regards those who were the first to 
migrate, arid who were established about 
the relief agencies at fh~chow arid Ch'ang- 
chow, or who bad been draughted Off to 
sungkiang, T'ai-ts'ang, etc., to be 
care of, the total number amoiinted to 10,600 
and odd. I n  addition to these, the ex- 
Lieutenant-Governor of Fuhkien, P'an 
Wei, arid anOther Official, taken Von 
themselves the charge of maintaining 
6,900 and odd persons, with funds they 
had collected for the purpose ; and other 
detacliments mustered as follows :- 
111 the S U - S i i n g - ~ ' ~ ~  Intendancy, 8,000 & odd. 
At Ch'mg-cliow ..................... 3,100 ,, „ 
,, Kimg-yin ....................... 4,600 ,, ,, 
,, Chinlriang ........................ 3,000 ,, „ 

....................... ,, Ya~lgcliow 41,900 „ ,, 
Sent back with relief ............... 9,400 ,, ,, - 

. ......... 7°7000 

(in addition to the 15,000 previously re- 
ferred to.) 

The vast numbers of the sufferers im- 
posed a task of serious difficulty in the 
way of providing for their maintenance. 
A sum of Taels 20,000 was remitted to the 
office of the Director-General of the Grain 
Transport, a t  Hwai-ngan Fu, toward the 
expenses of the relief-agencies there ; be- 
side which Tls. 9,000 were allotted to Kiang- 
yin, and Tls. 5,000 were sent in the h s t  
instance from Shanghai toyangchow. There 
was, further, the allowance of 13,000 and 
odd piculs of rice, the issue of which 
was sanctioned by decree, and a sum of 
Tls. 3,600 fi-om the freight savings' fund, 
one-half of each of which was allotted to 
Yangchow and one-half to ' Soochow. A 
sum of Tls. 15,000, raised by charit- 

~ ~ ~ i l  20th.-(1) A decree commanding 
appointment to  be made to the vacant post 
of prefed of CWang-sha Fu in Humn, by 
selection of the most fitting successor from 
m n g  the Prefects of the province. Ziu 
Yü-k'ing is the officer named to succeed to 
the ensuing vaoancy. 

(2) The ading Governor-General of H u  
fiang memonalizes with reference to the 

lately appointed to the post of Pre- 
fett 0f l-ch'sng, ICia Wan-ts'ing 
by name, whose letter bf appointment re- 
quired him to report himself at his post by 
the 13th November last, and who arrived 
at  the provincial capital on the 11th 
January. It has to be observed that whilst 
the limits of the Prefectiire are very exten- 
sive, and the region is habitnally known as 
d s c u l t  to govern, the opening of the port 
to foreign trade, which has lately been 
agreed upon, entailing the establishment 
of a Settlement of foreigners amongst the 
Chinese population, and the conscquent 
growth of questiona of an international 

, 
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the office in  question, being charged with 
the conduct of commercial relations, in his 
capacity of Superintendent of Customs, 
has also numerous and ,weighty affairs of 
government under his control, beside hamng 
a constant succession of international ques- 
tions to deal with, which are of even 
a still more important nature. None 
bul an officer of wide intelligente, skilful 
judgment, and experience of affairs, is 
adapted to such a post ; and as there 
is no quawed successor for the appoint- 
ment to be found among the Taotais 
a t  present holding dffice in the province, 
with the exception of such as are already 
charged with important positions, selection 
has been made of the provincial Grain 
Intendant, H o  Wei-kien, a native of Ngan- 
hwei, aged 43, who purchased the grade of 
lang c k g  in  1853, and who, after passing 
the examination for the Kü-j£9& degree a t  
Peking in 1855, received a post on proba- 
tion in the Board of Revenue. I n  1861 
he purchased the rank of Taotai and was 
posted to the province of Hupeh. After 
~resentation to His Majesty in December, 
1863, he received the customary permission 
to proceed to the scene of his duties, and 
i n  April, 1864, he arrived in Hupeh, where 
he has subsequently served in varioiis 
official employments. Since the removal 
of Li Ming-ch'ih, he has acted for several 
months in a very satisfactory manner, 
having conducted his relations with the 
foreign Consuls in a friendly spirit, 
whilst at the same time he has 
shewn a proper regard to  the duties 
of his position, and a sedulous degree 
of attention to his political and fiscal 
responsibilities. It is earnestly solicited, 
therefore, that he be con6rmed in his 
present post.-Referred by rescript for the 
decision of the Board of Civil Office. 

(4) In a postscript Memorial, the acting 
Governor-General of H u  Kwang further 
reports, with reference to Li Ming-ch'ih, 
late Taotai at Hankow, that during his 
long tenure of Office he has invariably con- 
ducted his relations with the various foreign 
Consuls, in the international questions that 
have arisen from time to time, in a friendly 
spirit, without either giving provocation on 
the one hand or pursuing on the other a 
yielding Course, shewing himself capable of 
acting up to the duties of his position in 
this respect, and at  the same time attentive 
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of a trial held with reference to the e s w e  
of two prisoners from the jail of C h ' ~ a n -  
sha T'ing, on the 14th May last (see Ga%$& - 
of September 29th, 1876). The two pri- 
soners were implicated with others i n  a 
charge of burglary attended with acts of 
rape, and one of them, Kao Kwoh-ts'iang 
by name, had been sentenced to death by 
strangulation. The other prisoner, Chu 
FAng-shan, had been found guilty as an 
accessory to the crime, and was sentenced 
to transportation into military slavery in 
the Amur province, which sentence was 
commuted, according to law, into trans- 
portation to the extreme southwestern 
frontier. The sub-Prefect of Ch'wan-sha 
having occasion to proceed to Sung-Kiang 
F u  on business on the 13th May, placed 
the jail-warden, Feng K'o-kun, in km.  
porary charge of his office ; and on the 
following evening the jail-warden made a 
personal inspection of the prison, attended 
by the warders and prison-clerk, and found 
the fetters by which the two criminals in 
question were secured to be in perfed 
order. I n  the Course of that night, how- 
ever, during a shower of rain, the watch- 
men on duty having fallen asleep, the two 

' prisuners contrived to break their fettem, 
to burrow under a wall, and to effect their 
escape. The alarm was given at daybreak, 
and pursuit instituted, but in  vain. The 
proceedings having been reported, and a 
decree obtained stripping the jail-warden of 
his rank, this officer, together with the 
prison-clerk and warders, has been placed 
on trial at Soochow, whereupon the facts 
summarised above were deposed to, with 
the declaration that the escape was due 
to momentary neglect and in no wise 
'attributable to  guilty connivance. This 
being ascertained to be the actual state of 
the case, without suppression or misrepre- 
sentation, it  becomes necessaxy to pass 
sentence according to law. The statute 
provides that, in  the case of any prisoner 
being allowed through negligence on the 
part of the jailers to escape, the jailers 
shall suffer a penalty two degrees less 
t h a ~  that of the missing prisoner, and 
the jail-warden a penalty less by three 
degrees than that of the jailers. The 
Penalty to be awarded in the present 
instance to the jailers is that of 100 blows 
and banishment for three years, whilst the 
clerk and watchmen receive corresponding 
penalties. The jail-warden, who has already 
been stripped of his rank by decree, is 

entitled to be left in  office to continue his 
eff~rts for the recapture of the escaped 
prisoners ; whilst to the sub-Prefect, res- 
ponsible for the prison, deprivation of his 
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official button of rsink is  adjudged afl the candidates' essays and Verses We 
immediate penalty. H e  is equally bound, (I) .Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
m d e r  Penalty of further impeachment, to Chihli, reports the trial and sentence 
d e c t  the apprehension of the cu1prits.- upon a man named Chao Urh-t'ao 
Referred by rescript for the report of tlie charge of murdering his aunt and a c0us' 
Board of Punishments. in revenge for harsh language used towaq 

. (2) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of him. H e  has confessed the criine, and ie 
H u  Kwang, memorializes reporting his sentenced, as the law prescribes, to suffer 
arrival a t  Wuch'ang on the 15th March, death by the l iy  ch'e (slicing) process. 
on his return from szech'wan, whereupon, Copies of the depositions are forwarded to 
a couple of days later, he took over the the Board of Punishments, and the memori- 
Seal of office. The Governor of Hupeh alist requests that the sentence may be laid 
also memorializes, reporting his having before the three Tribunals of Judicature 
surrendered the acting Governor-General- for find decision.-Rescript : Let the Board 

of Punishments consider and report to Us 

bad been dismissed By C.N. S.N. Co. steamers, Pls. 93,400 
lice underling, was ,, junk.. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . ..... . .. „ 73,000 
ed the abduction of' Thkty-two junks häVe sailed with the 
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wacl desired by his father to pay on his 
account the sum of 500 cash which the elder 
man owed at  the village baker's. Ch'en Sze 

I 
proposed to wait a while longer, upon which 
his father abused him as a disobedient Bon, 
seized a chop er, and rushed at him with it, 
threatening $kill him. Ch'Bn Sze defended 
himself as best he wuld, but his father 
continued to grapple with hirn, until at 
length, having posaessed himself of the 
weapon, Chl&n Sze dealt a blow at his 
father unthinkingly, which laid him pro- 
strate andinsensible with an incised wound 
0x1 the forehead. In  great terror at the 
consequences of his act, Chl&n Sze gave an 
alarm, declaring that his father had been 
wounded by robbers, end some of his 
neighbours and relatives hurried in, with 

relatives who had come to the reecue 
.depased to the natme o* the wound arid 
the treatment they had resorted to in ' plastering it with flow, w W t  the other 

,relatives of the deceasred begged that the 
remains of their kinsman, wha had met so 

%Y - *, 
the scene of the crime, altliough 
distance of 300 li referred to in t 
& at the same time separate4 
provincial capital by the YeUow 
law permits, under these &C 

that execution take place at the pro 
capitd itself. The sentence has accodb@f: 
been carried inta effect ; and the h e d  
the parricide has been despatched ta && 
scene of his crime to be expoeed a4 a pubKc 
warning. 

April 27th.-A decree of the EmpreWei 
Regent refeming .to a ~pecial High Com- 
miaion, for deliberation, the question .ari t~ 
the place to 'be assigned in the great 
Ancestral TempIe to the tablets of the 
Emperor and Empress lately decwed. 

No documents of importance. 
April 28th.41) A decree commandin 

enquiry in the case of the escapq of certa& 
prisanem from the jaii of the Hing-t'an 
district in Chihli, and the degradation I 

trial of the officer responsible for their , 
8af ekeeping. 

(2) A decree extending for a further 
' 

period of two months, the time for closing 
the 15 relief agencies eaisting in differenk ' 
sectiom of Peking for the distribution of 
eupplies of food, rrs solicited by the 
metropolitan censom, and sanctioning the 
issue of further supplies of rice bis requested. 

(3) A decree. Let Z u  Kwang-ming & 
%a succeed to the post of Brigadie~ 
General of the Eieh-shih (Kit-shek) com- 
mand in Kwangtung. I 

April 29th.41-4) Deorees based upon 
reports from the Governors of Shensi, 
ICiangsii, and Szech'wan, who bave im- 

I peached a number of officials for varioq 
f o m  of misconduct or incompetence. The Wi are cashiered or degraded aecording to the 
rewmmendations submitted. 

(5) The Governor of Kwangsi reporbs the 
successful result of the operations under- 
taken against the revolted peaaantry in the 
Liu-chow prefecture, who had been stirred 
into an ineurrectionary movement by the 
persuasion of a graduate uatned Lan S h h -  
'ts'ui, who had been deprived of hi., ~ J & L  

-Par rescri~t see G w t t e  of 9th h~i%+nt. 
,4pril 30th.-(l) A Decre e h v e  

received the benirrn mandat H e b  &- 
jesties the ~ m ~ r & s e s  Ts'se xgan, e h  m& 
Ts'ze Hi, etc. in the followhg words :-M 
the Prince of TU-king (the Ninth PriwX%I" 
or Prince of Fu, whoae desth w&a, -PB.* 
corded on the 23rd Maroli) % "4bn,w$ 
an heir, We decree that the xW?M 
olansman Tsai Hwang, son of Yih. 
adopt in lieu of his preaent n m e  tha-tJ.a$- I 



Tsai P'ei @ $t&, and become the doptive 
heir to the Prince of Fu-king. We oonfer 
upon him the rank of To-lo Beileh (prince 
of the third de@ee') Let the departments 
concerned attend to what is needful as the 
regulations provide. 

(2) The of KwangtungmemO- 
rializes reporting that 12 nonagenarian and 
42 octogenarian oandidates at the examina- 
tions of last autumn are qualsed to receive 
h o n o r a ~  degrees accordin& t" regulation* 

(3) The of similarl~ 
reports one candidate of the age of 90 and 
One of u~wards of in the categor~ 
ferred to in the foregoing memorial. 

May 1st.-No documents of importance. 
2nd' - (') * Decree. Let the 

Director of the Banqueting Court, H u  
Kbng-shen B 9, who has fulaled 
his term of office as Literary Chancellor 
[in Iliangsi], and has returned to Peking, 
resiume his position as before in the capacity 
of a Secretary to the Grand Couiicil. 

(2) A postcript memorial from the Censor 
Teng K'ing-lin, stating that a report has 
rnached him concerning a clerk employed 
in the office of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Shansi, named E a n g  She-hao, who has 
m e d  the post he occupies for several years, 
arid has come to be known as " Lieutenant- 
Governor Erng."  Availing himself of bis 

he has engrossed authority in  
his own hands. The clerks employed 
in the ofices of all the Intendancies, 
Prefectures, and subordinate departments 
are invanably creatures of his own, and 
connected with him either by blood or 
rnarriage, thus constitutiog an association 
for mutual wsistance, by the agency of 
which numerous abuses are made practic- ' 
able. Dishonest officials league themselves 
with him, and are thus encouraged to look 
upon intrigue for the purpose of obtaining 
preferrnent as themain requisite towards suc- 
cess. Individuals who receive appointment 
to any official post are compelled, through 
dread of the influence he could exert on their 
prospects, to take confederates of his own 
into the& employ so that bis 
door is ever besieged by disengaged can- 
didates for employment. I t  has further to 
be pointed out that a son of this man has 
purchased the official rank of Prefectural 
Commissary, and has been appointed to 
serve in  Shansi, where, trusting to his 
father's influence, he has been guilty of 
undue assumption, and has excited miich 
complaint by the appointments he has re- 
ceived on the most preferable forms of 
Service. (W.B.-From the followingmemo- 
rial, it is apparent that the above document 

I =  - 

been withheld from publication until 
the receipt of the reply which ensues 
below.) 

(3) Pao Yuan-shdn, Governor of 
memorializes acknowledging the receipt, 
the 28th September last, of a Council des- 
patch enclosing an Imperial decree dated 
tlie 23rd September, to  the effect that 
C r  „e one has memorialized Us with re- 
ference to employed in the Lieut- 
enant-~overnor7s in the province 
of Shansi, etc., etc." The Governor goes 
on to  that at the time of the receipt 
of this decree he was shut up in the 
Examination Hall ; buthe gave coddential 
instructions forthwith to the Prefect of 
T , ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~  to place the hcriminated Per- 
son under the s-eillance of an official, and 
at the Same time to ianstitute an enquiry 
into the various particulars alIeged in the 
accusation. The result of this enquiry is 
now set forth, disproving the charges 
brought by the Censor against Kiang She- 
hao in every particular. H e  is a native of 
a h e a a n g ,  arid has been but two years in .*,Y bis present employ- H e  is known by no 
such nickname as " Lieutenant-Governor 
Kiang." A~theLieutenant-Governorattends 
persondy to the transadion of all his busi- 
ness affairs, the clerk has no opportunity of 
abusing authority. Only two connections of 
h i ~  are employed % clerks by subordinate 
Magistrates, and these wereengaged without 
interference on his part. Two other re- 
latives of are unemployed at  this mo- 
ment. His son was d o ~ t e d  many years 
ago by a maternd uncle, arid no improper 
influence has been exerted on his behalf in 
connection with his position in the Govern- 
ment Service. Inmmuch, however, the 
son has done wrong in contriving to hold 
Office in  the Same pro-ce in which his 
father is employed as a Government clerk, 
and as the father h w  failed to r e , d t e  his 
soll's conduct Properl~ in this res~ect,  it 
is re~ommended by the commission of 
enquiry that the father be expeued from 
the province arid the son deprived of his 
Purchased rank as Prefectural Commissar~. 
This recommendation is approved and sup- 
ported by the G0vernor.-Rescript : Be it 
as is proposed. 

May 3rd.-(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from the Censor Tdng Hwa-hi, 
who has represented that an official un- 
derling of menial degree, employed for 
years as a servitor in  different district 
yamdns in the Canton province, has had 
the audacity to send up his two sons to the 
Literary Examinations, where one of t h m  
has taken the kiijh'm degree, the other 
having further acquired by purchase th  
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the provincial land revenue, which had 
been issued to the Intendants of the Ngan- 
Lu and Feng-ymg circuits for distribution 
according to the necessities of the case. 
The Governor is now able to report that, 
thanks to the abundant snowfall during the 



pioul% of grain laid up in the various dis- 
tricst granaries as a reserve in case of need ; 
and orders were issued lo the local authori- 
ties, in  the h s t  instance, to make sales and 
advances from this stock at  low rates ; and 
ab t.p latw period, gratuitous distributions 
were ordered, i n  accordance with the wants 
of each locality. In the neighbourhood of 
the provincial oapital, where a multitude 
of famine refugees have collected, agen- 
cies for the distribution of relief had 
been set on foot. The number of dis- 
tressed persons who had thus con- 
gregated was 20,065 i n  the Erst instance, 
but the numbers eventually rose to upwards 
of 70,000, as the news spread that relief 
wars ta be obtained. A subscription of 
Tls. 21,000 has been raised among the 
offieials of the province, toward the cost 
qf providing food for the destitute, and 
shoidd this sum not be found sufficient, 
the Governor will lead the way again in 
obtahing further contributions. At a time 
of hanoial exigency such as the present, 
he  could -on no aocount think of asking for 
supp6es from the public exchequef ?or the 
p q o s e .  

lM*y 6th.-The acting Governor-General 
of 8ze-ch'wan memoriahes reporting the 
result of an enquiry instituted into the 
hcts  of an appeal case referred back from 
Peking by a Decree dated 29th April, 1875. 
The complainant, named Wu Ch78ng-yeo, 
had appealed, accusing a relative of his and 
certain others, of the murder of one Ohao 
Pi-shang, in  consequence of a quarre1 ; and 
had further complained that the actual 
offenders had not been broiight to-justice. 
On the case being referred back to the 
province, it  was ascertained by the Frefect 
of Ch'Bng-tu F u  that the complaint had 
been instigated by a certain professional 
fomenter of litigation named Yang Lien-yeo, 
who wa6i thereupon apprehended, and in 
whose possession was found an account 
book, shewing an entry of the receipt of 
Th. 80 from the complainant, and also a 
draught of the petition of appeal. As the 
circumstances alleged are disproved, the 
guilt of the transaction, especially that of 
endearouring to implicate a number of 
innocent persons, recoils according to law 
upon Yang Lien-yeo, who is consequently 
senLenced to transportation into military 
wrvitude on the nearer frontier, to be 
branded, and to receive 100 blows, com- 
miited according to hw, on arrival at the 
place of detention.-lteferred by rescript 
for the consideration of the Board of 
Winishments. 

May 7th.-The Courh of Censors memo- 
&es forwafding an appeal lodged on 

behalf of a number of titidar licentiates ai 
others, inhabitants of the Tsing-loh dist;rict 
in  Bhansi, who complain that a military 
licentiate of tlie same dintrict, with brevet 
rank afi E captain, is in leagiie with a 
number of official underlings to commit a 
variety of malpractices, first and foremost 
among which they specify the levy of the 
equivalent of 2+ piculs of grain, calciilating 
at  the prices current in 1874, for every 
picul leviable acccrding to law. The dis- 
trict, they state, is divided into eight town- 
ships or tu a, and each tu into ten Icua 

or sections, i n  each of which several 

hia chaq  E or village headmen are 

recopized, who Lake bg tu& the duty of 
cullecting the taxes in their respective sec- 
tions. h y  defaultew are personally sum- 
moned and held to payment, the badman 
not being held responsible. Of h t e  years, 
however, certain unraorupulous underlings of 
the Magistraog have ign~red  this practice, 
setting aside the rule as regards rotation, 
and harassing the headmen with demands 
for the payment of taxes due by others. 
The " squeeaes " to  which they have been 
subjected by the Sndividuak complained ofJ 
amount to several thousand~ of strings.of 
cash annually. Another subject of com- 
plaint is connected with the assessment 
levied to  meet the expenses of the mili- 
tary and Government messengers, &C. 
passing through the. district. By a re- 
gulation framed i n  1849, it is proyided 
$hat rn annual t a  shall be paid of 
2 cash for every male, and 1 casb on the 
aale of every tow (bushel) of rice. Thk 
produces an annual revenue of three or 
four hundred strings, amply sufficing t o  
meet all requirements. A tizblet is set up 
in front of the Magistrate's yamBn, more- 
ov*, forbidchg the s e h r e  of mules or 
the levy of forced assessments. Under the 
influence, however, of the matary licentiate 
complained agaimt, the afficial undedings 
took advantage of the Passage of a body of 
troops, 300 in number, through the district 
i n  1874, to assess the four commiines of 
the district with a forced contribution of 
1,300 strings, followed by another demand 
in the following year of 200 strings, and in 
thethird year againof 500strings,thus estab- 
lishing the levy as a standing usage. Official 
receipts for the amounts may be adduced in 
proof. [As regards the locd constabulary 
arrangements] the four communes are 
organized into 286 policies $3, the duti'es 
of which are discharged in roktion by the , 
people of the commune B. The villaino 
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underlings have invented a number of little likely to  endure the str& upon it 
exactions in  connection with these organi- buh to be a source of anxiety arid troubli 
zations, to which a variety of names are to the Imperial benevolence is morc 
given, such a.s <<ticket fees," "customltry than a servant of Their Majesties coulc 
f~es,"  "gate fees," LLfees for the sur- venture to dream of. The only Course opeL 

illance of pseudo-religioiis societies," to the memorialist is to conclude his period 
tax-payers' fees," calendar fees," of cong6, and to continue to attend to public 

" tea-money," m d  four or five other de- business within the limits of his apartments, 
nominations, amounting to a total exac- thus avoiding the risk of exposure to  cold 
tion from the communes of not less and winds.-In reply, the Grand Council 
than 3,000 and odd strings. The notables has received the rescript : " I t  is noted." 
made an appeal on the subject to the (2) Ting Jih-ch'ang, Governorof Fuhkien, 

I 
District Magistrate in 1814, but their reports that brigandage and robbery are 
application was ignored ; and on their ad- found to have long been rife in  the Chang- 
dressing the Department Magistrate, his hwa district in Formosa, the audacity of 
Superior, in 1875, the underlings refused the lawbreakers being encouraged by the 
to  answer the summons to appear before siipine neglect of the local civil and military 

I 
him. Petitions were subsequently ad- authorities. The officers in charge of the 
dressed to the provincial Lieutenant-Gov- military guard-stations have occupied them- 
ernor and Governor, when officials were selves with absolutely nothing but the 
sent to investigate the matter, but Wang levying of illegal fees and fraudulent ap- I 
E'ing-ch'eng, the military licentiate com- propriation of the pay of their soldiery. 
plained against, found means to defeat the When passing throiigh the district in  
enquiry. The present petitioners were January last, the Governor inspected the 
waiting at  the provincial capital to give forces, and found the men composing them 
their evidente, and on one of their nurnber to be without exception old and worn-out, 
being sent back to the district for a and the spears with which they were armed 
supply of funds he was seized by the decayed and bliint with age. H e  ad- 
underlings and imprisoned for six weeks, ministered at  the time a severe reprimand 
at  the end of which time he was sent back to the officers in  comrnand, warning them 
in custody. Finding themselves unable to that if they continued to neglect the condi- 
secure a hearing for their complaints, they tion of the country and if cases of brigand- 
have forwarded the present appeal to age were repeated, he would inflict capital 
Peking.-The Censorate having submitted punishment upon them according to 
the petition with the accustoriied rdsurnd, a military law. Notwithstanding his ex- 

I 
rescript has been issued referriug the ap- pectations that his warnings would suffica 
peal, as usual, to  be investigated by tlle to bring about a better state of atfairs, re- 
provincial government. porte have now been received from the 

May 8th.-(1) Shen Pao-ch4ng, Go- acting Commander of the North division, 
vernor-General of the Two Kwang, memo- Loh Weng-siang, and the Magistrate of 
rializes referring to the exte~ision of sick Chang-liwa district, stating that burglaries 
leave granted to him in March last, by an had occnrred at  two places on the night of 
exercise of the Imperial grace whicli has February 10th ; and that although the 
but added to his feeling of unworthiness ; amount of loss l a d  not been considerable, 
and he has to state that, on a visit having the corporal in charge of the military 
been paid to him at  Nanking abuiit the station, and the corporal in command of 
beginning of April by a German naval the body of drilled troops at  the Same 
officer, he made an effort to receive hiiri, point, had both been absent from their 
the consequence being, however, an aggra- posts, thus enabling the robbers to  carry 
vation of his pulmonary dfaorder. I n  his their des ips  into eEect r i t h  impunity. 1 anxiety to restore his health as rapidly as The two officers incriminated were hereupon 
possible, he had recourse hereupori to summoned for trial, when the explanation 
powerful remedies, which indeed eased his they had to give cf their absence was 
breathing, biit were followed by such pro- unsatisfactov, especially in the case of the 
fuse perspiration that he was unable to second individual, who had been speciauy 
sleep at  night, and for ten days he reinain- sent only a few days before the occurrence 
ed utterly prostrate. It is only of late in  Charge of a party of 33 men 60 mount 
that he has been able to obtain a few short guard at the spot, and who had absented 
snatches of sleep. With the advancing himself from his post without leave. The 
Spring, with its preponderance of dry Governor has accordingly caused t h i ~  man, 
weather and high winds, he feels that a Wu Pa-kao by name, to be decapitated at  

,constitution racked with chroriic ailment is the Scene of the burglary. The other 
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W~XJ had but five men under his 

P $@WS, was less directly to blame, and lie 
been piinished by deprivation of his 
d. Teinporary deprivation of their rank 

, b %iialao proposed as a puiusliinent to the 
ior officers, , civil and military, of the 
t.-Approved by rescripl. 

(3) I n  a supplementary rnemorial, Ting 
Jih-chang dwells upon the ineffable corrup- 
fion prevailing in the civil admiriistration 
of Fprmosa. Enconraged by the support 
cf their official employers, the yamen uri- 
derlings are acciistoiiied to oppress the 
people at large with exactions, wliich, if 
not submitted to, they eriforce by arbitrary 
crrests and iiriprisonment. I t  constantly 
'tiappena that their victiins are pliinged into 
absolute ruin, qnd compelled to rilake sale of 
wife and cliildren in order to find the where- 
withal t o  satisfy their deinands. TheGover- 
a o r  having learnt, during his tour in  South 
Formosa, that a certainiiriderling of the T'ai- 
wan Magistracy, narned Lin Sheng, who had 
been a member of a gang of thieves before 
entering on his pusition as a servant 
of the Magistracy, was notorioiis for his 
acts of villainy and oppression, he required 
the Magistrate to make this man a prisoner 
and place him on trial. I t  was subsequently 
reported by the acting-Prefect of T'ai-wan 
F u  that Lin Sheng had been guilty of in- 
nuinerable acts of extortion toward the 
people of tlie district during the years that 
he-had been in employ, aild that he had 
accumulated a large amount of ro erty, 
the result, there could be no dou%t,%f his 
lawless exactions. The Governor gave 
orders, hereupon, to the Taotai of T'ai-wan 
to arraign tliis man before lum, and, after 
eliciting a full Statement of the case, to  
have him fortliwith beaten to death. 
Universal rejoicing was expressed hereupon 
by the miiltitude, who declared with one 
voice that the district was at last delivered 
of a very scourge. As the Magistrate 
of T'ai-wan has held his office for up- 
wards of ten years, without making any 
approach to discovery of the MUainy prac- 
tised by his underlings, the Governor 
considers that he sliould be removed from 
hii post, and be irnpeached in case dis- 
covery be made of criminal laxity or 
collusion on his part. The Magistrate has 
accordingly been removed. -Rescript : It 
is noted. 

Other memorials of a sinlilar character, 
but of minor irnportance, follow from the 
Same quarter. 

May 9th.-(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from Ting Jih-ch'ang, Governor 
of Fuhkien, who has drawn attention to a 
case of miraculous interposition and solicited 

the donation of a mernorial tablet. ' .I$& 
states that when, in the yeaiq 1844 arid' 
1853, the district city of 
Kwangtung was placed in imminent peril 
through attacks by banditti, the d i h e  
powers and unseen protection of tlie God 
of War were manifested On behalf of the 
city, which passed unharmed through its 
ordeal. We are penetrated with a feeling 
of devout veneration on receipt of this J 

report ; and We command the officials of 
the Imperial studio and the Han-lin Yüan 
to prepare a tablet with a memorial 
inscription, which is to be sent to  the 
Governor-General Liu Kw'en-yih and the 
Governor of Kwangtung, Chang Chao-tung, 
to be reverently suspended in the temple of 
Kwan Ti ( the God of War ) at Kieh-yang, 
in taken of Our gratitude for the divine 
protection vouchsafed. 

(2) A decree in ansnrer to a memorial 
froin Ting Jih-chang, Governor of Fuhkien, 
who h w  forwarded a list of sundry mis- 
cellaneous taxes which have long been 
levied in the neighbourhood of T'ai-wan 
Fu, the collection being attended with 
many abuses, and giving rise to much 
sder ing  on the part of the people. He 
requests that, from the beginning of the 3rd 
year of Kwang-su (February, 1877), these 
taxes, arnounting in the aggregate to a sum 
of Tls. 5,223, may be permanently abolished. 
A proclamation will be issued by the Go- 
vernor-General and the Governor, setting 
forth the particdars of the taxes to be 
done away with, and the actual amount 
of those legally leviable, which shall be 
posted far and near, in order that the Im- 
perial bounty niay not fail to  reach the* 
actual population, and may not be inter- 
cepted by the official Clerks and underlings. 
The proposal is sanctioned. 

(3) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from the Imperial Clan Court, with refer- 
ence to  the establishment of official re- 
tainers whom it is expedient, in  conformity , 
with precedent, to assign to the -newly 
adopted heir to the deceased Prince of F u  
(see Gase'tte of, April 30th.) Sanction is 
given to the apportionment of an establish- 
ment on the footing of the rank of bei-ldh. 

(4) A Decree, announcing the numbers 
of the successful candidates at the recent 
metropolitan Egaminations. They are as 
follows :- 
(From Peking) Manchus ..................... 

, Mongolians .................. 
, Chinese Bannermen ....... 

........................ Province of Chihli 2 
.................. , „ Feng-t'ien 
.................. ,, ,, Shantung 

........................ , ,, Shansi 



T. iW.4~ 
9-10.> 59 

1 ince of Honan ........................ 17 accorded, unless the applicant pref 
, „ Shensi ........................ 15 to contribute his entire Claim to t 
, „ Kansuh ..................... 9 last-named object. All amoiints of I 
, ,, Kiangsu ..................... 26 due for the period subsequeiit to ju 
, ,, Ngan-hwei ................... 18 1873, are to be cleared off by iiistalmenm. 
, ,, Chehkiang .................. 25 The arrangements proposed are subinitted 
, ,, E a n g s i  .................... 22 for the Imperial sanctioii and referred , „ Hugeh ........................ 14 for the consideration of tlie Boards 

........................ , ,, Bunan 14 concerned. 
, ,, Szech'wan 14 May 10th.-The Prince of Tun (Pre- .................. ,, ,, ~ u h k i e n  20 sident of the Imperial Clan Court, and of ..................... 

FoDX~OBB, ....W .................................. 2 t l ~ e  Special Commission lately appointed 
Pqvince of Kwangtung. 16 for deliberation on the enshrinemeiit of ................. ,, i n  Kwangsi ..................... l3 the tablets of Their late Majesties) memo- ..................... . ,> Ybfinan 12 rializes, with his colleagues, giving the 

.................. , „ Kweichow 11 result of the consiiltation held upon tlie 
subject of the Imperial decree, bearing 

323 date the 15th Febrnary last.-(The memo- 
@.B.-The number given above is six- rial, enumerating all the tablets of the line 

teen lms than a t  the ,corresponding of Imperial ancestry, both male and female, 
Ex&miruations held by special Act of Grace from the first acknowledged foiinders of 
last y e a r d e e  Gc&zette of 20th April, 1876. the dynasty, althougli historically interest- 
The dumber af candidates who came for- ing, is a mere list of canonical titles. 
w d  thG year was considerably less than These typify, in their mangement 
in thwprevious year. In 1874, the number on the page, one of the most marked pecu- 
oi ~iuccessM competitors was 345-see liarities of the Chinese mit ten style, in 
Gwebce of 11th May, 1874.) respect of the " elevation" of characters in 
. '(5) The Governor of Kweichow presents token of respect). 
a lang icaemorial in  conformity with direc- (2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
@OES received from the Board of Revenue Chihli, reports the result of a trial held in  
on the subject of the arrears of pay still consequence of tlie escape of certain 
remaining unsettled on account of the prisoners from the jail of the Hing-t'ang 
v d o u s  bodies of troops employed in the district in Chihli. The Magistrate of the 
provizicelin. coping with insurgent move- District, i t  appears, had proceeded on the 
ments from 1854 down to the summer of first day of the Chinese New Year to the 

, LSt4, constituting an aggregate of Taels prefectiiral city, to make a personal report 
8,060~141. The Board has decided, with on the state of his district ; and on the 
regard to  the sum of Taels 6,833,079, form- following day he received a report from his 
ing part of this total, that none of it shall deputy, the jail-warden, informing him 
be paid i n  money, or by a com- that four prisoners in the district jail, 
mutation of taxes due urider present named Wang Sueh-tsai, Tan Sze, Chang 
incumbents of office ; but that permission Po-tsze, and Kwoh Heh-tsze (the majority 
shall be granted for the conversion of this of these being partially nicknames, such as 
sum to purposes of reward on the principle " Whitey" and "Blackman"), had wrenched 
of the piirchase of office or aug.mentatio11 off their fetters and the lock of the cage i n  
of literary degrees on behav of individual which they were coiihed, had burst open 
claimants or districts. Any individual the doors, had murdered two of their 
having a. claim to a sum not exceeding fellow prisoners, and, after idict ing in- 
Tls. 10,000 in amount, may make applica- juries upon the jailer and watchman, which 
tion in  the proper form to the Lieutenant- left them at the point of death, htld 
governor, who will include his name in a climbed over the wall of the prison and 
g e n e d  list, with an application for rank effected their escape. The Magistrate 
or b r e ~ e i  promotion for the individual him- forthwith returned to his yamen and took 
self, honorary rank conferred on his pro- measures for the apprehension of the 
genitors, or substitution in  favour of his fugitives, of whom, however, only one, the 
younger relatives, as he may solicit. Wliere hst-named, has been recaptured up  to 
amounts in  excess of Tls. 10,000 are the present time. He had been impri- 
involved, 30 per cent. will be counted to- soned under sentence of transportation 
ward personal form$ of reward, and 70 per as an accomplice in  an act of highway 

nt. be credited to an aggregate sum upon robbery. The three other prisoners 
e amount of which an aiigmentation in were under sentence of death for 
e niunber of literary degrees is to be varioiis acts of robbery with violence. The 



tsung @ g, otherwise called Han 

Pien-Wai, was in the firnt instance the head 
of a gold-minirig concern, in  which capacity 
he  was ordered by the former Military 
Governor Fu-ming-ah to provide settle- 
ments for the wandering irnmigrants, and 
to take command of a body of braves for 
the defence of the City (near which he was 
established ? ) H e  was also recommended 
for the butt00 of the sixth rank. No 
authentic evidence of criminal conduct 
on his part subsequently to this 
date has been adduced. Neither How 
Yu-k'i nor his comrades were of the class 
of lawless gold-hnnters ; an4 the case 
having been judicially investigated, a 

- 
Gase is one which far exceeds in gravity any 
ordinary case of negligence, and a trial of 
tlie parties implicated is to be instituted 
therefore at the provincial capital. The 
jailwarden has already been superseded, 
and i t  is requested that he rnay be stripped 
of his rank in order that he may be placed 
on trial : as also that the name of the Ma- 
gistrate may be handed over to the Board 
for the adjudication of a penalty, and he 
be held bound to effect the apprehension of 
the criminals still at 1arge.-Sanctioned by 
rescript, 28th April. 

RIay 11th.-(Court 0ircular.)-Wen Yih, 
Manchu General-in-chief a t  Foochow, paid 
his respects on arrival at Peking ; and 
had audience.-His Majesty will proceed 
to-morrow at 6 a.m. to offer worship in 
tlie Great Ancestral Temple (T'ai Miao.) 

(1) A Decree. On receipt of a report, 
some time since, from the office of the 
Field Force, to the effect that a Colonel of 
the force, named Shwang Hi, having as- 
certained in the province of Kirin that 
the leader of] the lawless gold-hunters, L an Pien-Wai (Han of the Marches, or 

beyond the Border), had assembled a band 
of followers to digforgold, andhad organized 
a band of desperadoes with intent to com- 
mit acts of brigandage, he had effected the 
apprehension, hereiipon, of one How Yu- 
k'i and four other members of the band. 
This Statement of the case proved to be at  
variance with the report received from the 
acting Military Governor of Kirin, Kuni- 
yinpii, who had written to state that How 
Yü-k'i and his comrades had visited the 
provincial capital to malre piirchases of 
goods, whereupon Shwang H i  carried off 
their account books and other effects. We 
hereupon commanded Ming Ngan (Vice- 
president of the Moukden Board of Punish- 
ments) to investigate the circumstances of 
the case, and he has now reported as 
follows :-" I t  appears that Han Hien- 

into ;;ins in coAsequence of the protracted 
warfare during the rebellion. A report on 
the subject has been drawn up by the 
provincial Board of Administration, the 
result of which is that all that is feasible 
shall be done by degrees with the aid of 
the subsidies contributed from other 
provinces toward the expenses of the 
Government of Yunnan, and by means of 
local contributions. 

(3) Ch'ung How, acting Governor- 
General of Feng-t'ien, memorializes with 
reference to the means by which, 
as desired by the Board of Revenue, 
the provincial receipts may be made 
to suffice for tbe military expenditure, 
the deficienc~ in which, to the amount of 

finding is submitted." W t h  reference to 
this d a i r ,  let the Board of Punishment 
consider and report toUs ad to the sentence 
that should be passed u p h  How Yü-k'i 
and those with him ; and let the Governor- 
General of Chihli cause active rneasures to  
be taken for the apprehension of the two 
men, ('hang Li and Li TQh-kwei, who are 
still a t  large. Let the Military Governor 
of Kirin be at  all times watchful to observe 
whether Han Pien-Wai conducts himself 
in an orderly manner, and keep him under 
stringent control. We likewise command 
the said high officer to despatch an effi- 
cient officer with the proper force of troops 
to  take active measures for the apprehension 
of the lawless gold-hunters, allowing 
no laxity or negligence to be shown 
in the measures adopted. Inasmuch as 
the statements made in the report presented 
by Colonel Shwang H i  were not without 
foundation, and as his apprehension of HOW 
Yu-k'i and his comrades was actuated by 
the belief that it  was done in the discharge 
of his duty, we command that exemption 
from further proceedings be granted in kiFi 
case. For the rest, be it  as is proposed. 

(N.B.-There is perhaps, in this Decree, 
somewhat "more than meets the eye." 
The power of the squatter Eng, Han, in  
the wild region on the borders of Kirin and 
F6ng-t'ien, has long been a matter of 
common repute, although his name now 
appears for the first time in the Gazette. 
It is alleged that a compact exists between 
this potentate of the gold-diggers and the 
Military Governor of Manchuria, which 
the act of the Colonel of the Peking Field 
Force, recorded above, may perhaps have 
violated.) 

(2) The Governor of Yünnan memori- 
alizes with reference to the repairs of the 
Walls, public buildings, and temples of the 
cities, some fifty or sixty in  number, 
throughout the ~rovince, which have fallen 
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Taels 240,000, is for the time being met by authorities, remarking that the lsb 
subsidies from other provinces. He re- despatch of co Per to Peking was the 
presents that his predecessore in  O E C ~  firnt attempt m d e ,  after years of desuetude; 
have at  various times i~troduced likicin that the mercantile body who bad under- 
taxes upon merchandize and upon salb, taken to carry out the undertaking bad 
beside which the appointment of a done so by dint of great effort, without a 
High Commissioner was solicited, for hteral adherence to the form of the ancient 
the PurPose of determinating the amount regdation,-to such an extent, indeed, 
that should be levied . by way of that they had applied for no allowance for 
shiPPing fees 116. ; aod the collection their personal expenses-and that they 

had sent forward a siipplementary amount 
&tained during the &st few years under of 30,000 catties, in  addition to the million 
the new system was considerable, although catties forming the b u k  of the consignmen 
it suffered rr, notable diminution in the to provide for wear and tear by tk, 
ao-e of time. Prom enquiries instituted way ;, and that it is impossible to  feel 
a t  the various salt-producing places on the certain that they will be able to repeat 
sea-coast, the memorialist has ascertained their performance in this respect here- 
that the quantity manufactured in Peng- after. To supply the regulation 8 per cent. 
tien is larger, in  fact, than that produced of surplus copper would be entirely beyond 
within the Ch'ang-lu (Tientsin) area. The tlieir power. The slabs, moreover, instead 
total amount yielded per annum would be of being cmt at  Government agencies, as 
from 400,000 to 500,000 piculs-and this, the regulations contemplate, were obtained 
moreover, stated by the unauthorized & best they could be, by purchase from 
weight and measure ciirrent among the the diaerent private smelting-houses whose 
people, which would represent a larger stamps they bear, as noted by the Mint 
quantity than if the calculation were Superintendencies ; and for this also 
according to the 'official Standard. The indulgence is solicited. The Governor 
revenue that might be obtained from requests that the recommendations sub- 
this source, were the gabelle in  Vogue mitted by his subordinates be admitted, in  
throughout the Empire generally to be favour of a departure from the letter of the 
introduced here, would be very large ; but ancient regu1ations.-Rescript : Let the 
as no tax upon salt has been levied in the Boards concerned take note. 
three provinces of Manchuria since the M~~ l2th.-A Decree. The Examina- 

f o ~ ~ d a t i o n  of the dynasty, the im- tim of the passed Hanlin graduates shall 
position of a regular tax at present would be held on the 30th May in the Pao HO 
act prejudicially by adding to the cost of ~h~~~~ ~ a l l .  
liVing. It is ~ r o ~ o s e d  to l e ~  a lekin tax No other documents of importance. 
upon sales at the place of production, May 13th.-(l) A Decree. Let Kwang the only alternative. Measures are also 
under consideration for making the collec- Ying go to be Superintendent of 
tion of the taxes upon merchandise and 
upon shipping more effective, as also with 
regard to the " bushel-tax" (a percentage 
upon sales of grain?), with the object 
always in view of adding what is possible 
to  the means available for tlle Support of 
the troops. 

(4) The Governor of Yunnan memorializes 
on the receipt of a despatch from the 
S~~erintendencies  of the Mint under the 
Boards of Revenue and Works, which have 
pointed out that in  the consignment of 
copper forwarded last year from Yunnan, 
the regulation waste allowance of 8 per 
cent. in addition to the nominal qiiantity 
sent was not transinitted ; and furtlier- 
more, that the slabs were not stainped ac- 
cording to regulation, with the date and 
place of casting. I t  is desired that these 
requirements be fulfilled in future. Iii 
reply, the Governor cites a report addressed 
to hin? oii the subject by the proper 

the M a n u f a ~ t o ~  at  Soochow. 
(2) The Governor of Kiangsu, who has 

already reported the despatch of the first 
squadron of grain-junks from Shanghai (see 
Gazette of April 17th ), memorializes report- 
ing the completion of the shipments of the 
season, by two sncceeding squadrons of 
junks and the Steamers of the China 
Merchants' Company, as follows :- 

By tlie second detachment, consisting of 
100 junks, which sailed on the 24th Marc , Q th-ere were shipped 178,403 piculs of ric , 
plus a waste allowance of 14,272 piculs ; and 
by tlie third detachment, consisting of 34 
junks, the amount of 56,171 piculs, with- 
4,493 piciils of wmte allowance, was sent 
off, the squadron sailing on the 12th April- 
The amount of pls. 112,000 has furthermore 
been handed over to the C. M. 8. N. Co. 
for sliipment, making a total despatch for 
the current season of 672,640 odd plculs of 
rice of the varioiis regulation qualities. Ir 



ddit ion to this, 10,000 piculs of rice have 
been purchased ori Goverrirnent accoiint in 
Iieu of,levy in kind, and tliis quantity will 

' be tmisrnitted to Tientsin partly by junk 
and partly by the C. M. S. N. Co.'s 
steamers. 
' May 14th.-(1) A decree, in answer to a 
memorial from the Governor-General arid 
Governor of Kwangtung, impeaching certain 
officials for divers forilis uf shortcoiiiing. 
It is decreed that Liu Tso-tung, Sub- 
Prefect at Fatshan, who has been deriounced 
for self-seeking endeavours and a covetoiis 
spirit, whereby he has incurred much popu- 
lar odium : an assistant Departrnent Magi- 
strate named Ho Haii-chang, accused of 
contemptible arid unworthy condiict : arid 
another officer of the same rank, named 
Yen Ying-110, described as foolish in  mind 
arid iniquitous in bis actions, be forthwith 
stripped of their rank, in to the due 
nlaintenance of the standard of oEcial 
behaviour. 

(2) A decree, issued in conformity with 
the benign Mandate of Their Majesties the 
Empresses Regent, commanding that, as 
the Imperial noble Yili Sun has not as 
yet had an heir by adoption assigned 

. to him, the son of Yih Chang, named 
Tsai Tsiao, ranking as a tsulug-shih, or 
Imperial clansman, be assigned as heir to 
Yih Chang, and that his name be changed 

to B' He is at the 
time raised to the rank of Imperial Duke 
of the 2nd degree (Pdlag Ny691 FWL Kwoh 
Km%) (3) A decree, based upon a memorial from 
Ch ung How, acting Governor-General of 
F6ng-t'ien, ordering tliat a Mancliu tso-lileg 
named Kwan Sheng, who is cliarged with 
converting to his own use certain monies 
placed in his hands for the relief of the 
distressed population, be stripped of his 
rank and placed on trial for the offence. 

(6)  Ku-ni-yin-pu, acting Military Gover- 
nor of Kirin, memorializes reporting that 
in  January last a prisoner named Kin 
Ch16ng was forwarded to him by the 
Military Lieutenant-Governor at San Sing, 
with the sti~tement that the man had been 
apprehended in the Course of a military 
reconnoissance,-that he had been made to 
join a body of banditti by force, and tliat 
he had given information of tlie where- 
abouts of tliree brigands, against whonz a 
party of troops was despatched, the three 
outlaws being slain, thereupon, in attempt- 
ing to resist capture. On examination, the 
prisoner, Kin Ch'eiig proved to be a native 
of Corea, who stated that he had left his 
6wn country in  1859, owing to tlie scarcity - 

prevaihng in that year, and had wandered 
as far as Ninguta, where he obtained em- 
ployinent. Having proceeded in September 
last to the gold-mirung region with a pack- 
load of turnips, eh. ,  for sale, he was 
plundered of all his belongings by the 
leader of a band of 30 or more mourited 
robbers, who compelled him to join their 
numbers. H e  accom~anied the P ~ Y ~ Y  On a 
foray, in the Course of wliich he managed 
to " i ~  awaY from the main b o d ~ ,  arid he 
t00k to luding in a hut among the mount- 
""8, "here he was joined by three others 
of the PU~Y.  I t  l m i n g  been resolved Upon 
that he should go out in search of food he 
feil into the hands of the soldierir, and 
thereupon revealed the whereabouts of his 
three com~anions. I t  is ruled that, as a 
Chean subject, the ProPer Course to be 
pursued with this man is to surrender him 
to his own Government to be dealt with. 
H e  has accordingl~ been forwarded, in  
charge of an ofticial appointed for tlie 
PUPFose, to the Board of Ceremonies 
at M'Jukden, to be senk On in a ~ ~ ~ d a n c e  
with precedents to  bis native country.- 
Resc"pt It is noted. 

(6) I n  a ~ o s t c r i ~ t  Memorial, Ku-ni-yin- 
PU represents that the funds required for 
the PaY of the fiel& force of cavalry arid 
"fantry e m ~ l o ~ e d  in the ~rovince of E r i n  , 
has hitherto been provided by subsidies 
received, under diredions of the Board of 
Revenue, from Shantmg, Honan and 
Nganhwei, each of these provinces f o r w d -  
ing Taels 5,000 per mensem to the Board 
of Revenue at  Moukden, whence the re- 
mittances are fetched by officials sent from 
Kirin for the piirpose. ' The amounts for- 
warded from tlie various provinces are 
always in Treasiiry weight, but it  has been 
customary, on the receipt of the funds by 
the provincial Government of Kirin 

, through the authorities at Moukden, to 
issue the pay at the ordinary commercial 
weight, a stoppage of Tls. 32 in  every 
thousand being consequently made. The 
ration allowance (lit .  salt and provision 
money ) to a private of the cavalry force 
amounts to no more than Tls. 4 per men- 
sem, and to a private of the infantry, the 
allowance is only Tls 3 for the Same period. 
Much suffering has of late been entailed 
upon tlie soldiery by tlie depreciation in  
the valne of silver and the rise in tlie cost 
of the necessaries of life ; and as a distiiic- 
tion may legitimately be drawn between 
the batta allowance in qilestion and the 
regular pay of the troops, it  is solicited that 
for the futnre the payments may be made 
at  Treasiiry weiglit, and that orders be 
issned to the Board of Revenue to cease 



henceforward from deducting the percent- 
age referred to above. This will give some 
measure of relief to  the soldiery without 
entailing an additional outlay of Imperial 
funds.-Rescript : Be it as is proposed. 
Let the Board of Revenue at  Moukden 
take action accordingly. 

May 1 5 t h . 4 1 )  A decree in answer to a 
memorial from H o  Eing, Governor-General 
of Mui-cheh, who has requested that the 
newly appointed Judicial Oommissioner of 
Fuhkien be desired to hasten to his post. 
L i  MLngch'ih, the officer in qiiestion, has 
already left Peking. The high authorities 
of whatever province he may be in  are 
Commandbd t o  direct him to proceed as 
promptly as possible to assume the duties 
of his post. 

(2) 2 l  decree in  answer to a memorial 
from Wen Pin. Director General of the 
Grain ~ r a n s ~ o r t ;  who has represented that 
the lately deceased Governor-General of 
Sze-chkan, Wu T'ang, has left a high 
reputation behind him in the region of 
Kiang Peh, where he served for many years 
i n  various offices before rising to that of 
Director-General of the Grain Transport. I n  
this capacity he earned the public gratitiide 
by his achievements in coniniand of troops 
operating against the rebels; and it is 

'requested that his biography may be en- 
rolled in  the State Annals, and that memo- 
rial temples may be erected in his honour 
at Ts'ing-kiang, Hwai-ngan, and Su Chow. 
All of this is assented to. 

(3) Ho King, newly appointed Governor- 
General of Min-cheh, reports his having 
taken over the seal of office on the.15th 
March, receiving at the Same time the seals 
as acting Manchu General-in-chief and 
Superintendent of Ctistoms from Wen Yih, 
the departing incumbent of these offices. 

(4) Ch'ung How, actiiig Governor-General 
(titular military Governor) of Feng-t'ien 
and his colleagne, tlie Civil Governor, 
Ngen Fiih, meinorialize siibmitting pro- 
positions in connection with the excessive 
amoiint of jiidicial arrears pending throiigh- 
out the Province. The memorial- 
ists, after referring to the niimber 
of unsettled cases, mpst of which are of 
many years standing, which are pending in 
various Courts, and dwelling iipon the 
excuses for delay, such as the recent pre- 
valence of brigandage, which may be 
alleged for this state of affairs, declare that 
the true reason to be assigned for it  is tlie 
supine neglect of duty which has become a 
settled habit. They now propose that tlie 
period of six months shall be assigned 
for clearing off all outstanding cases. with 
;spg$cial ex&mption granted for th i s  piirpose 
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from the stanciing rules in respect of time ; 
all cases arising ~ubseqi ient l~ to ~ ~ ~ i l ,  1877, 
being made snbject to the orctinary regula- 
tions.-Asseilted to by rescript. 

(6) The acting Governor-General of 
Fiihkien, Wen Yili, meniiorializes reporting 
the rssiilt of a trial iilstitiited in the of 
an officer of the rank of Colonel, Yang 
Tsai-yun by name, who had been stripped 
of his rank and arraigned on charges "f 
peculation and malversation during bis 
acting incunibency of the office of Brigadier- 
General of T'ai-wan. H e  had been accused 
of withholding various sums of the pay 
due to the soldiery, amounting in one 1 
instance to Taels 6,362, and in another to 
Taels 7,442. H e  has succeeded in clearing 
himself of the greater part of the charges 
brought against him, shewing, in particular, 
with reference to one specified amount, that 
he converted it to public purposes on the 
receipt of instructions in 1870, in con- 
seqiience of the foreign qiiestion which had 
arisen at Tientsin ( the Massacre ), to the 
furbishing up of the arms of tlie force and 
to providing a fresh supply of speaw and 
other weapons, defensive precautions being ' 
urgently reqiiired. Haviiig no other funds 
at his disposal, he made use of the sum in 
question iii tlie emergency. Although 
guilty of irregularity in connection with an - 
acting appointment made by hun, he is 
acquitted on the more serioiis charges. 

May 16th.-(1) A Decree. Li  Han-chang 
and his colleagiie (the Governor of Hupeh) , 
Iiave memorialized Us, requesting that an 
official be placed under tlleir orders. Let 
tlie Governor of Chelikiang direct Sheng 
Yu-hwai && 7 JE, an expectant District 
Mqistrate of the province of Clieklriang, 
to proceed witliotit delay to Hupeh, and 
place liirnself under the orders of the Pro- 
vincial Govermnent. 

(2) The Ofice of Gendarmerie 1 - 
moriahzes, forwarding an appeal lodged by 
Wu-chih-tao, a native of tlie Chu-ki district 
in Hupeli, who complains of the murder of 
bis father. Certain individiials, whose 
naines are given, having attempted to 
exto1.t a sum of money from bis father, 
complainant proceeded to tlie District Mag- 
stracy to lodge a petition again~t  them. 
Upoil this the individuals in q~est ion c F e 7  
in October last, with certain of the police 
of the Magistracy, seized cdmplainant's 
fatller, and beat him so cruelly that death 
ensiLed. The District Magistrate refilsed 
to hold an inquest, and on com~lainant 
lodging a petition at the Prefecture, an 
officer was sent to eiiquire into the matter 
in conmrt with tlie i%agistrate. officer, 



in lieu of holding an inquest, compelled 
complainant to take charge of the remains. 
The law-cle~k, Ch'en Yu-feng, drew up a 
declaration [of a~~uiescence], to which he 
himself aftixed signature, and proceeded to 
effect by force the interment of the remains. 
No redress having been obtainable, com- 
plainant has come to Peking with his appeal. 
-Referred in the usual manner. 

(3) The O5ce of Gendarmerie further 
presenks an appeal lodged by Wu Cheng- 
hUn, a native of the Han-yin Sub-Prefecture 
in  Shensi, who represents that a distant 
kinsman named Liu Ta-hwa had forcibly 
insisted on marrying the daughter, narned 
Siu Lien (Pretty Lily), of his maternal uncle 
to one Feng Yung-kan, the son of a local 
bully named Fang Ts'un-hwai. On com- 
plainant's uncle going to the residence of 
these people to remonstrate, he disal~peared, 
and all trace of him was lost, until a labourer 
intheF61ig's employ, namedT'eng Tao-yuan, 
with anotherman, discovereda heap of bones 
in a cavity among the rocks near their 
place. Complainanf, having heard of this, 
on proceeding to look at  the remains, re- 
cognized articles of clothing, &C., belong- 
ing to his uncle, and he lodged a complaint, 
hereupon, at the Magistracy. The law- 
clerk, Liu K'eh-jang, and others, succeeded 
by dint of bribery in putting off an inquest, 
and Tang Tao-yuan and his companion 
were compelled under illegal forms of tor- 
ture to make confession [upsetting their 
previous statements.] The complainant 
admits, on being questioned in the statntory 
manner, that he has not appealed in the 
higher provincial courts.-Referred in the 
usual manner. 

(4) Ch7ung How, acting Governor-Gene- 
ral of Feng-t'ien, memorializes stating that 
he has discovered an abuse which is pre- 
valent thronghout all the districts of the 
province, in the siiape of an illegal 
fee demanded by the official clerks and 
yamen police whenever report is lodged 
of a case of homicide by the relatives of 
the deceased. This fee is designated 
Ch'ang Kwei B +&, and it amounts, 
according to the means of the individuals 
from whom it is demanded, to a siim 
varying from a few taels to hundreds of 
taels as the case may be. If payment is 
refused, a variety of means are employed 
to extort it, even to the extent of prevent- 
ing the presentation of the petition and 
i h m  delaying or frustrating the holding of 
the inquest. Stringent instructions have 
been issiied for the prevention of stich 
malpractices, and the Taotais and Prefects 
concerned have been desired to set persoris 

secretly on the watch for any cases o£ &- 
obedience, which, should any such be 
discovered, shall be severely dealt with, 
It is further solicited that an additiond 
enactment rnay be added to the statute 
book, declaring that in the event of 
any future occurrence of the nature 
de-scribed, the guilty parties shail be 
sentenced in accordance with the most 
severe provisions of the law relating' to 
extortions perpetrated by dishonest oacial 
iuiderlings, and that the functionaries 
chargeable with fail~u-e to detect the abuses 
practised by their employes shall be at  the 
Same time exposed to severe pena1ties.- 
Referredbv rescriut to  the Boards concerned 
for deliberation. 

March l?th.-(Court Circiilar.) The 
Office of Gendarmerie reported the arrest 
of Yuan Sze-hi and others, charged with 
the kidnapping of certain children. 

A Decree. Fang Shen, Military Governor 
of Heh-lung-kiang, has memorialized Us, 
stating that in  the case in which the licen- 
tiate Wang King-tien has appealed at  
Peking, accusing one Ts'ui Chen-fuh of 
combining with an official named T'o Shan 
to subject his brother, Wang Eing-shun, 
to personal ill-usage, thereby causing his 
death, whereupon it was alleged that the 
deceased had comrnitted siiicide by hang- 
ing, the said appellant having presented a 
rei~ewed complaint, i t  is requested that an 
official versed in the criminal law may be 
sent, accompanied by an examiner of 
corpses, to hold a fresh inquest. We com- 
mand the Board of Punishments at Mouk- 
den to make appointment of one of its 
Secretaries to proceed, accogj~anied by an 
examiner of corpses, to the province of 
Heh-lung-kiang to hold a fresh inqiiest, to  
the end that the due Performance of justice 
rnay be secured. 

The remainder of this day's Gazette is 
occupied with memorials on judicial ques- 
tions of miiior importance from Shansi and 
Fang-t'ieu. 

May 18th.-(1) A decree, issiied in obe- 
dience to a mandate of Their Majesties the 
Empresses Regent, directing the Ministers 
of the Council and tlie meinbers of tlie 
Grand Secretariat to associate themselves 
with the President of the Office of the 

arrangement to be pursued i 
now about to be undertaken. 
seqiience of tlie Prince of 

they do not ventiire to act 
ity in the matter. (N.B. 
which lias arisen is under 



ldemnoe to the place to be ~ s i g n d  ifi the \ Peh-lin, enter under false preten~esi 

CenealogicdRecord 3% to the n m e  of 
the present ~ m ~ e r o r y t h e  fmt of w h w  
mccession being due to an act of adoption, 
the h t  oa record in the hiatory of the 

p present dynasig, prrodces. a complication 
in the inzportant matter. E s  name 
should naturallv Iollow that of his 

student for the examinations; an4 bad 
chwed for him the rank of e h  .& 
tary to a metropolitan Boasd.) He evea 
went so far as to endeavoar to obt- 
for him a nominatioii to acW eervim 
in a Board, but the out0 X rrrJsed this among tho lihrary C sa waa such 
that the necessarv bondsmen wer* nnt. --- -"" 

p r e d e e m  m t h e  Throne ; but since, forthcoming. I n  3875, thk man c a u d  
bg fhe t ems  of the aat of adoption, he was his second sog Ho Tsün-sh&ng, to entes, 
r h d  to an equaIity with the late Emperor, under false preknces, a t  the em-tionS 

deolared hLs adoptive brother, a held at Peking for the KG-jh de;ree, buk, 
vbt has arisen with regwd to the proper the fact being discovered by officids at 

e to be wisigned to his name in the the capital, he was refused d h i o n  ,, the examination. Ho Tsün-sh6ng there- 
(2) The Cansor T'bng B a - h i  memo- upon changed hier narne to Ho J w i - p w ,  

r i a h s  egpoeing a case in which a certain luid obtained admi~ion undes Cover of this 
indidnal ,  son of a low-placed menial in misrepreaentation to the register of the 
official employ, has obtained a literary metropolitan department, thus succeeduig, 
degree under false gretences. He premises though fraud, in obtaining the degree of 
by observing; that he had perused with KGj6n at the exarnination of 1876. I t  ie . reverence a decrae issued on the 8th Au@, solicited that the punishrnent of the in- 
1874, to the following effect :-"The ex- dividuals in question may be decreed and 
pectant Department Magistrate Hwang their rank and degree be cancel1ed.-For 
t'ien-si, aliols Hwaag Han-chai, alias Hwang rescript see Gawtte of 3rd inst. 
Show-i'ien, has iXed the position of one May 19th.41) h Decree. Let Wen 
of tha gate-keepers ia the yamen of the Yih remain at Peking to disohaqe hk 
Go~enior-General of the TWO Kwagg. duties. Let  in^ ~ h ' ~  @B trm. 
Having himself b~ false pre- femed to fill the of Manchu Gene&- tences to the register of the P'an-yü 
Dirrtrict, he purchased an oficial position in-chief at Foochow. Let Jul Lien 
Ior himelf nnder an assumed name, succeed to the post of Manchu General&- 
ahd 0btdlU3d dl l l i~~i0I l  f0r h i ~  cGef & ; arid let Ch'm 
ta the likr examination, where he 
stmeeded in Zg a depee ss Iicentiate. B $# succeed him as Militwy Lieutenant- 
!i'liat a Iow-placed mehiai shouId, undrn Governor of Ch'ahar, 
fdse pretences, pnrchase official rank and (2) A decree, in answer t~ a mxt~orial 
g& a s s i o n  in defimce of law to the from Liu Kwb-yih, G;overnor-General of 
e x d a t i o n s ,  is an which ca& for the Two Kwang. In accordance with * 
gerne p m i s h n t .  We command t&.t reguest preferred, Brigadier-General Wei 
Hwang T'ien-si, together with his San TSO-pang ( who has htely been superseded 
x w m g  Chmg-tsün, be forthwith &ipped in the post of acting ~Ommaader-in-chief 
of theif tank and degree respectively, m d  in Kwangtung by ~ri~adier-General Fzbng 
be handed over to ihe Govemor-General of Yao ) is allowed to resign hj.~ ~.$ce 
the Two Kwang and the Goyernor of Brigadier-General of Yang Kiang $0 

Kwaiigtun , by whom let orders be issued retire to his native place for the benes* of 
to the locaf authorities to recover from the hiS hedth. Ma fi-ch&n ,G @ B 5 tb . 
said dekquents their official certScates appointed to succeed him. 
and to punish them according to law." 
The memorialist learns that no unishment 

(3) A Decree. Let M& Lung-h 

been inficbd on the k&du& in 9 succwd to the pmt of Brigadiex- 
qwt ion since the issue of the decree he General of the Yeo-biang c o m s i d  
hiLB reverently quoted ; and the resdt has Kwangsi 
been that persons of the s&ne class have (4) The Governor of Hupeh *P& @m 
been envouraged to follow the example set resulty of a trial for wholesde ~ u d @ r ~  T b  
them. Another native of the Pan-yü dis- guilty party, a yonng man 

-ed frict, at present f l k g  the position of Mo-urh, t$e son of .individual 
underling in a yamen, Bo Fing-nan by Chang Ta-ch3i3ng, who, in 60nWwIIl:5of 
name, alias HO ZU-p'in~;, who haa at his son's idle disposition and avefsion fr0m 
various times served as wen-ting in difTer- regular habits of s t~dy ,  h d  Iooksd hhoiwt 
ent rnagietWs, had made his son, Ho for a severe disciplinarian under T* 60 



lace him for education and due restraint. 
-%earing a good character in this respect of 
..a licentiate named Chang She-hün, he ac- 
cordingly placed his son under this person's 

n s Charge on the 30th January, 18'76, leaving 
him as a boarder a t  the school, and for- 
bidding him to visit his home with any 

, frequency. The master's fourth son, Chang 
Hi-urh, with four other youths, were also 
members of the school, and each of the 
scholars took it in  turn to act as cook for 
the master. Chang Mo-urh, the criminal 

I in the present instance, having but lately 
been married, felt very homesick, but, 
owing to the stringent discipline enforced 
by the master, he was unable to get away 
to his father's house, and he cherished a 
grudge on this account. On the 28th 
February following his admission into the 
school, i t  was the turn of one of the scholars, 
named Chang She-ts'ai, to act as cook, and 

I he asked Chang Mo-urh to help him, which 
the latter refused to do. An altercation 
ensued, and on the schoolmaster ordering 
the two to be quiet, he  disobeyed ihe order 
and was subjected to chastisernent in con- 
sequence. I n  his anger at  this, Chang Mo- 
urh made up h k  mind to avenge himself 
by poisoning his master, and on the follow- 

.' ing day, it  being his turn to take the cook- k he availed himself of the opportunity 

orded by his going to market for provi- 
. sions, to buy a packet of rat-poison from a 

pedlar. As the schoolmaster was daily in 
the habit of taking a basin of egg-broth, 
Chang Mo-urh put the powder he had 
bought into a saucepan in which he boiled r 2  : - the water to prepare the broth for his 
master. The latter consumed only one- 
half of the portion, giving the remainder to  
his son, Chang Hi-urh. Meanwhile the 
four other scholars, wanting to make them- 
selves some tea, had taken the remainder 
of the water left in the saucepan used by 
Chang Mo-urh, which he had not thrown 
away, and in a short time they were all 
s e i ~ e d  with vomiting from the effects of the 

. poison. They looked for Chang Mo-urh to 
make enquiries of him, but he had run 
away, and Chang She-ts'ai, hereupon, on 
whom the poison had taken the least effect, 
went to examine the kitchen utensils, and 
f o d  some powder in  the saucepan, which - convinced him that poison had been 

.' employed. H e  immediately called in 
assistance, but in vain The four other 
scholars died from the effect of the poison 
on the following day, and t e schoolmaster, \ after lingering for some ays longer, a t  
length shared the Same fate. Chang Mo- 
urh  having been apprehended, and on trial 
being held, is sentenced to the penalty of 

- - - 
death by Iiy-ch'e (the "slicing91 
in conformity with the statute relath@ 
the murder of kinsfolk or those P&- 
tion is one entitling them to rer~ped. T M  
sentence being submitted for approvd, 5 
referred by rescript for the decision of t& 
Board of Punishments. . 

May 20th.-(1) A Decree. Let Mu-t'ii- 

shen @ @ succeed to the post of 
Manchu Lieutenant-General at Ts'ing-chow 
(in Shantung). N.B.-Mu-t'unehen, former- 
ly General-in-chief at Ninghia, is the offi- 
cial who was cashiered and removed from 
the post of acting Military Governor of 
Kirin by decree dated 12th May, 18'76, for 
improperly recommending the employment 
of an officer who had been sentenced, for 
miscondiict, to exclusion for ever from the 
public service. 

(2) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General 
of Eansuh, memorializes reporting tbe re- 
sult of the trial instituted in the case of 
Manchu Lieutenant-General Kirhungeh, 
other officers, for encouraging the troops 
under their command to mutiny and dis- 
band, early in 18'75, on an officer being 
sent to supersede Kirhungeh in his post. 
-See rescript in Gazette of 4th inst. 

(3) The Same authority reports the steps 
that have been taken toward repairing the 
walls of Lan-chow Ei*, the provincial 
capital of Kansuh, which are in a ruinous 
condition from age, and which imperativelg 
need repairs now that peace and order have 
been reestablished throughout the province. 
To build up a new concrete backing for 
the existing walls, if carried to the proper 
height, would in itself require an outlay of 
upwards of Tls. 100,000; and as the 
requisite funds are not forthcoming, the 
work is conilded to the care of the pro- 
vincial board of adrninistration, by whom 
means are to be deviaed for exccutingit 
with the assistance of the troops, number- 
ing some 4,000 to 5,000 men (ten yilug) who 
are quartered in the neighbourhood. 
Between- July last, when operations were 
commenced, and November, when they 
were suspended on the approach of the 
cold weather, about one-third of the work 
was completed. The foundations are 
carried to the depth of 11 feet odd, with a 
width of 11 feet (1  ehang); and the height 
of the walls is 3 chang 7 eXih (about 42 
feet), with a width of 8 ch'ih. 

(4) Wen Pin, Director-General of the 
Grain Transport, reports that the fleet of 
grain-junks with the inland portion of the 
rice tribute of the current year, 430 in 
niimber, conveying 88,500 piculs of grain, 
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&Id divided into ten squadrons, had wem- name as a clerk in theLieutenant 
bled at Ts'ing-kimg P'u by the 11th April ~arnen in Shantung, with inte 
last, when they were passed under inspec- this opportunity to account for 
tion, and, on the 20th the process of haul- ends. As solicited, it is decreed 
-ng over the weh at Ts'ing-kiang P'u was be expelled from his employ and sent 
:ffectsd. By the 26th7 all the j u n k s  had to his native place without any delay. . 

been hauled over the Fnh-king, T'ung-tsi, (2) A decree in answer to a memorfal 
and Hwei-tsi weircr,, and were in full sail from the Governor of Hunan, who hasi 
for the north. Memures have been taken requested certain rernissions of k a t i o n  
for Weg out the bed of the Canal m behalf of a district which suffered frii 
the shoal-t p&, in order to facilitate the floods last year. As solicited, remissions 
pro-a of the fleet toward the Yellow of land-tax to the amount of about Tls. 4.60 
River.-(For reports of the corresponding anted in this instance. 
opemtions last year, aae Oamttcs of 23rd =:3YTh e Governor of Eweichow memori- 
April and 30th June, 1876.) alizes asking that a penalty be noted 

May 21st.-No documents of importance. against a District Magistrate and an acting 
May 22nd.41) A deoree in answer to a Prefectural Secretary, for their negligence 

memorial from the Imperial Clan Court, in the appointment of police charged with 
which has requwted instructions with the conveyance of a prisoner to the pro- 
reference to the official estabfishment V'hcial ca~ital, the consequence being that 

the prisoner effected his escape. The in- 
which shodd be msigned to the newly dividual in question was under sentence of 
orearted Im erial (p'ng-ngh death by strangulation for manslaughter, 
h o  XW) L On ado~tiOn as arid was co&ned in a wooden tage which 

t0 the Imperial sun. It was wheeled along the road under the care 
comrpanded that the estabfishmenb pre- 

.f two de tded for this purPose by 
scribed by regulation for his rank be allotted the officials now accused, guarded at the 
to him. (See Gaxette of 14th inst.) same time from stage to stage by a coiiple 

(2and3) Ts7hg the'rigafier-~ine- of solfiers. On acriving at a ce*ain vaUge 
of T7ai N b 7  in Es c a ~ a c i t ~  permanent one night, the poEce proceeded with 

Superintendent of the Western Mausolea, to an bn, arid applie~ the locd 
memorializes requesting that orderg may be guard-station for two soldiers, were 
@en for the manufadure arid ksue of thee accor&ngly debiled, to refieve the escort 
new sets of the instruments and vessels from the previous ~h~ two men 
requhed for the performed b~ the thus relieved of duty returned to theb ~~ 'tationed at the Imperial tombs arid post, but the reliefs did not -ke their at the lamasev in their neighbourhood, On appearance ; arid the police, after watching the Merent anniversaries of decewe. The the prisoner till midnight, at which time Imperial HOusehold is directed to take Ilote a heavy rainsto- came On, feU fast adeep. 
acco*gl~. He also re~resents that he The prhoner seized the oppop&~nity to has been in correspondence with the break his fetters, wrench uunder the bar4 Imperial Household with reference io the of the cage7 arid esCape thmugh window- 
Thzdc'i * -@ or Superior of the The efforts of the police, when they became 
lamasery under bis control, the last inciim- aware of his disappearance-, to discover his 
bent of this ofice haWig fied 1876, arid whereabouts, proved unsiiccessfd ; and 
the two preceptors who are on the spot t h e ~  have been bmught UP t~ Pro- 
being both uneqiial to the discharge of the "cial capitd U ~risoners, tcgether with 
duties of the post. He requests that a the soldiers, inn-keeper, and othersrespon- 
suitable Person be sent from the palace sible for the safekeeping O£ tht? prisoner.- 
lamasery to undertake the office ; and he The accused officials are relegated b~ 
likewise requests that the present Randi rescri~t to the Board of C i d  Office f ~ r  the 
lama, or chief precentor, who is upwards of award of a Penalty. 
70 years of age and consequently failing in May 24th.-(1) A decree in answer *O 

atrength, may be replaced by a younger memorial from ShAn Pao-cheng, Govemor- 
dignitary of the same rank. General of bhe two Kiang, who h~ im- 

May 23rd.-(I) A decree in answer to a peached a deceased District Magistrate- 
memorial from the acting Governor of named Kung Yuan-~iieh for defalcati~ns in 
Shantung, who has re~orted that an ex- his accounts of revenue collected, wbilst 
Department Magistrate, who was dismissed holding office in the Shuh-yang district, to 
from public employ while holdmg office the amount of upwards of Tls. 9,000 ; and 
some t ixe ago in the province of Shansi, an ex-Departme nt-Magistrate named Wang 
haa obtained a position under an assurned Ngea-k'inc as a defaulter to the amonnt ef 
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@B. 2,500. It is commanded, hereupm, Imperial grace, on their sona havin$ 
$hat the deceased Magistrate be stripped of the Kwg she ( p r e k a r y  .&W s L )  degree,- 
i a a n  t a t  his f a d ,  M W the The Board of Ceremonies E~OM Uie , 
other individnal separately denouncecl, be mrival of the Envoya from Yaeh Nm , 

' 8 .  brought to Nanking and committed to (ham.)  
F, prison, whilst proceedings are taken for the (1-4) Decreea appointing Pxaminm snd 

reeovery of the amounts due. Stringent assi&ats, &C., for the Manchu Exsmin* 
perquisitioas are at the Same time ordered tions now about to oommenoe. The Grand I ' to be m d e  at the homes of the defaulters, h i e t a r y  Ying Kwei is appointed pruicigd, 
and et the where they have held and the Minister Kbg Lien w&tant, 

C office, for tge discovery of uig pmperty &miner-in-chief. 
they may have possiewed, which is forthwith (Ei) The ~overnor-(&erd of Chihli pe- 
to be sequestrated. ports the oonclusion of a tri& held in eon. 
(B) Tkie Imperial Clan Court memorializes sequence of an appeal to Peking, the m- 

' with referenue to the establishment to be plainant having w w e d  an individual 
uesigned to the heir recently pmvided by named Luh Pu-fin of combining with 
adoption for the deceased Prince of police of the Distrid Magistracy of K'ii- 
Fu, setting forth the regulations hereto- c h m  to eailse his father's apprehension, a ~ i  

. fore instituted on this subject, with a r e d t  of which his father died in prison , reference to the different degrees of from the effects of ill-treatment. On the 
princely rank. A Prince of the seoond rehearing that hm been held, it ha~ ,  

.' order ( KG.n W a y  ) is entitled to a been proved that the deceased was ar- 
I houaehold oomposed of the following rested in consequence of a brawl which 

, officials :-1 recorder, 3 eqnerries, 6 first- grew out of an act of robbery committed by 
- dass, 4 rcecond-elms, w d  6 third-class one of his sons, and that he died from 

I , officers of the bodyguapd, 4 chamberlains, natural causes. The statements in the 
I and 8 captains of Banner-men, and to draw appeal lodged at Peking were either mere 

pay for 30 non-commissioned officers, and falsehoods or distorted exaggerations, and : 120 saldiere, making in all the pay of 150 the complainant is sentenced to the penalty 
rank and i2e. This scale is somewhat of 80 blowa under the statute against 
xeduced in the next rank (bei-Zeh) ; and geiieral wrongdoing. 
the question is subrnitted by the Clan (B) Th? Same high authority further 

i' Court; aci to the scale upon whioh the rnemonalues forwarding a statement laid 
I I establishment of the newly-created Prince before hiqi. by the Department Magistrate 

shall be fonned.4 For rescript See Gazette of Choh Chow, to the following effect :- 
of 9th inst.) "He has to call attention to the Biai 

(3) Ngeh-leb-ho-pu, the Lieutenant- virtue displayed by a lady named Wang$ 
General commandiig at Uliasutai (who has daughter of a former Taotai at Hankow 
in a separate mernofial, pubhhed in this and grand-daughter of a fomer President 
day's issge, solicited leave to rekire on the of the Board of Works, a native of the 
ground of chronic ill-health, which, how- Go-yeo district in giangsu, the f a d 9  
ever, B% been refused him), reports that having, however, resided at Choh Chow 
one of the nobles of the Hhttlkhas has for a number of years past. From her 
contributed 2,000 catties of flour, amount- earliest youth, Miss Wang exhibited s 

J ( &ig to a money value of Tls. 200, toward decorous propriety of ponduct and s 
the cost of rebuilding the w a h  (of love of study. She was a diligent 
Ul i~uta i )  ; and, although all desire of reader of Liu Hiang's Lives of Virtuous ' reward is repudiated by the donor, the Womep, and the poerns of Muh Lan. 

- memorialist feels bound to solicit on his At the age of 13, when it was pro- 
behalf a token of the Imperial appmbation. posed to betroth her, at the £irst hint of 
The Same individual hhas built a temple this reaching her ears, she retired to her 
within his ownregion of the nomad territory, room, and drew with a pointed instrument .. where he daily chants a service from the blood from her arm, with which she wrote 
Prajna Paramita sutra, and prays for the a sentence declaring her intention to remain 

' everlasting life of His Imperial Majesty.- single in oder  to devote herself to the 
h fe r r ed  by rescript for the consideration care of her parents. At the age of 18 she 

I of the departments concerned. refused in like manner ; and when, in 1852, 
May 25th.-(Court Circular.) The Ex- her father and her second brother perished 

aminers-in-chief of the recent Esamination at the taking of Wu-ch'ang by the rebels, 
for the tsin she degree reported on the on the remains of the deceased 
conclusion of their 1abours.-King Lien brought back to Kao-yeo, she exclaimed, 
~d YU Ling-ch'en returned thanks for the amid her tears, that since she could not 



e follow her father to the tomb, her mo- 
%her b e b  still alive, her blood should 
at leaut seme to varnish his coffi ; 
and she gashed her arm, hereupon, 
with a knife, allowing a stream of blood 

, to  rningle with the lacquer of the coffin. 
' I  She had seached the age of 26 when 

her father's obsequies were completed, 
and her mother and elder brother 
were anx i~us  that she should marrg ; but 
she gteadfastly refused to do so, and de- 
voted herself to attention upon her mother, 
with whom she shortly afterwards removed 
to Choh Chow, on her brother receiving an 
appointment, as aaeward for his father's 
services, a t  Peking. She allowed no other 
hailds but her own to wait upon her 

. mother, and when, in  1862, her mother was 
&ttacked with dangerous illnem, she cut a 

I piece of flesh frorn her left thigh t o b e  
administered as a remedy. I n  less than a 
year, a fresh attack of illness supervened, 
and she cut a piece of flesh from the right 
thigh on this occasion, recovery ensuing as 
before. On subsequent occasions, when 
her parent was attacked with slight ail- 
ments, she applied burning incense-stick 
to her a r m ,  and used the calcined flesh 
to mingle with the .remedies prescribed, 
with invariably successfid results. After 
her mother's death, in 1812, she re- 
fused all sustenance during a period of 
three days, and was with dilliculty 
persuaded at  length to taste food. Her 
brother shortly afterwards died, whereupon 
she escorted his remains to the ancestral 
home at  Kao-yeo, and afterwards, return- 
ing thence, performed the aame journey '- once more in attendance on her mother's 

1 e&." The devotion and energy she has . displayed exceed what might be expected 
from one of the opposite Sex, and it  is soli- 
cited, in  view of the wide repute which 
haa been gained by her virtues at  Choh 
Chow, that a monment  may be erected 
in her honour under Imperial sancbion.- 
Granted by rescript. 

May 26th.-No documents of importance. 
May 2'7th.-(1) Yang Yoh-pin, formerly 

Governor-General of Shensi and Kansuh, ,, now holding office aa Joint Inspector- 
General of the naval forces on the Yangtsze, 

.. memorializes soliciting an extension of his 
sick leave for three months, to enable him 
a t  once to attend to the care of his own 
health, and to wait upon his aged and bed- 
ridden parents. H e  observes that he 
obtained the Imperial license to resign hk 
office in 1861, in order to devote himself to 
the care of his parents, who were at  that 
time upwards of 80 years of age ; and 
having received tlieir tearful conimands in 

the beginning of 1875, on recefpt of jlz, 
telligence of the decease of bis Iahe ~ ~ j - t ~ g , '  
to  hasten to Peking and obtain a sight 
the Celestial countenance of thd rem 
sovereign, he had obeyed these bjunctionir, 
and had thereupon, notwithstanding h h  
solicitation to be allowed to ret- 
home, been appointed to the Office he ah 
present ho1ds.-Rescript, granting the - 
memorialist three months' additional. 
leave. 

(2) The Governor of Honan memorializes 
reporting the arrival of the ,4namese tribnte 
mission in his province. H e  had been in- 
formed by the Governor of Hupeh that the 
mission had crossed the border of that 
province on its way from Kwangsi on the 
14th March, and had arrived on the 1%h 
at the provincial capital, Wii-eh'ang. On 
the 27th, the journey was resumed by l a d  
via Hankow, the route by water being too 
slow, and on the 6th April the mimion 
entered the territory of Honan, ira the  
Sin-yang district. All necessary arrange- 
ments for its further Progress should be 
duly made. 

May 28th.-(1) A Decree. Tso Tmg- 
t'ang memorializes Us requesting permission 
on behalf of an acting General to retire froni 
his post on account of iil-health. We gmnt 
permission to Ch'bng J u i  to  vacate his ad- 
ing appointment and to relurn to his banner 
for the care of his health. Let Poh W a n g  
f@ B succeed to the appointment of 
General commanding the Chinese divisrion 
(t7&tuh) of Urumtsi. 

(2) The remainder of this day% B d e  
is devoted to the first portion of the volumin- 
ous report presented by Ming Ngan, Vice- 
President a t  the head of the B o d  of 
Punishments at  Moukden, on the r w d t  08 
the inquiry instituted by hUn, in  obedience 
to a confidential Decree dated the 3rd 
March last, with reference to the allegaiions 
made by a lieutenant-wlonel of the Peking 
field force, Shwang Hi, respecting the state 
of affairs among the gold-hnntem on the 
Eastern frontier (as summarised in the 
Rescript already published in the Bawtte of 
11th inst.) Shwang Hi, it is representedx 
had in the first instance forced himself UPon 
upon the memorialist, whi l~ t  pmeedi% 
from Moukden to Kirin as a special Gom- 
missioner to hold enquiry into &her 
subjects, and had handed h k  a Statement 
which the acting Military Cl0vernor ot 
Kirin had declined to receive.  amte*^ 
afterwards, to Peking, Shwang Hi hd 
obtained through his superiors of the 
fprce Lhe transmission of bis s t a t e m a k  to 
the Throne, upon which the deoraA 



erdering enquiry was issued. The result, as 
now prwented, discredits his allegations 
m d  tends to convert into a " mare's nest" 
his account of the power and pretensions 
of the squatter King, E a n  of the Marches. 
The trader, How Yü-K'i, upon whose arrest 
aa a confederate of the lawless gold hunters 
Shwang Hi bad plumed himself, is shewn 
to be a native of G i n ,  who obtained 
employment in the courcie of last year as a 
gold shroff @ in a shop carried on by 
Ban in the 'L Birch Forest." H e  had come 
in the spring to Kirin, where he appears- 
from the statements set forth-to have 
acted as agent for Han, disposing of the 
gold secretly brought into town to various 
shops in the place, and sending back mer- 
chandize of different kinds for the supply 
of the miners. The price he received for 
the gold dust is stated as ranging from 39 
diao to 323 tiao per 1.ialzg (tael weight). 
Kwoh Wei, the informant whose tale-bear- 
ing to Shwang H i  led that officer to take 
the  steps he did, understood in conversation 
with How Yü-K'i on one occasion, that 
things were not now so flourishing as they 
used to be at  the diggings, when 100 taels 
weight and upwards used to be cleared at the 
diggings, which, with payments to the Cus- 
toms' office, frontier guardstation, etc., made 
up a total of 26'7 taels' weight of gold. H e  
further stated that there were upwards of 
30,000 men at the diggings. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Shwang H i  reported, in addition, 
from what he had heard, that in Han's 
retreat in the birch forest he had an armed 
guard of upwards of 1,000 strong, that he 
had a fortiiied stockade, a manufactory of 
cannon, small-arms, and gunpowder, and 
artisans without number. Furthermore, 
&hat he had built up a large and populous 
town, that some 30,000 goldminers were at  
work in a certain valley, and that Han 
Hien-tsung himself exercised absolute 
authority, including the power of life and 
death. Al1 these statements are declared 
to be immensely exaggerated. Although 
there are some 70 odd wooden huts at the 
locality indicated, the number of inhabit- 
ants is not much more than 100, and the 
fortScations are of the most elementary 
character. No manufactory of firearms or 
gunpowder exists at the spot ; nor does 
Han wield the authority attributed to him. 

May 29th.-(1) A Decree. Let Tso K'i- 
l u g  ;k ,@ @ succeed to the post of 
Brigadier-General of the P'u-urh command 
in Yünnan. 

(2) Continuation and completion of the 
mernorial from Ming Ngan, commenced 
in yesterday's Gazette, on the case of How 

Yii-k'i and the gold-huntem floud&g 
on the Eastern fxon4ier. With referace 
to Han Hien-tsung, the squatter sovereip, 
it is stated bhat in 1866, he b@ at; 
that time at the head of a body of 
minerg, he was employed by the thm 
Mii i tary Governor of Erin, h-ming-ah, 
to make arrangemmte for allatting places 
of residence to  the irnmigrante attraoted by 
the search for gold, and the Same high 
authority asked permission from the Throne 
to assign to him on lease certain waste 
lands in  the neighbourhood of the Birch- 
bark Lakss. In the spring of the Same year, 
a t  a time when the mounted brigands were 
meditatinga raidupon the provincial capital, 
he came forward with a body of braves, 

the city. For the Service he undeniably 
rendered he was r e w d e d ,  with the Im- 

equipped at  his own expense, to protect 'I - 

perial sandion, with the button of the sixth 
rank. The allegation made by Lieutenant I' I .I 
Colonel Shwang Hi, to  the effect that B a n  - 

was a leader of the lawless gold hunters, 
had, therefore, some degree of foundation , 
in  fact ; and the key to the whole of the 
present case is to be found in the question 
whether or no any act of a criminal or law- 
less character can be traced home to Han 
since this bestowal of rank took place. The 
result of the present enquiry proves that 
nothing of the kind can be alleged against 
him, I n  none of the confessions made 
by prisoners charged since 1866 with un- 
authorized gold-digging, does the name of 
Han Hien-tsung appear as their leader, 
nor has any evidence against him been 
elicited by means of the secret enquiries 
set on foot. The remaining statements 
contained in Lieiitenant Colonel Shwang 
Hi's report are similarly disposed d.-For 
rescript See Gazette of 11th in&. 

May 30th.-(1) A Decree. Let the pri- 
vilege of competing (for honours) at t h e  
Palace Examination be extended to the  
k z h q  she wlio have gaduated at  the Iate 
Examination, to wit : of the b s t  dass in  
order of meyit, 52 ; of the second-class, 118 ; 
and of the third-clm, 163 (making a total 
of 323), as classed by the revising Ex- 
aminers. Let Sun Hung-tseh, Ch'en Siang- 
jen, and Chow T6h-ch'eng, who have been 
placed in the fourth-class, be debarred 
from competition until the next occasion. 

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial I 

from the Censor T'ang Shu-nan, who has 
represented that the offieial clwks and 
underlings in the famine-stricken districts 
are guilty of divers malpractices, by means 
of which they turn the Imperial bount~y 
in the way of remissions of tdxation, *PB , their ow- --ofit, owing to neglect on tlie 

L 
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.P& of their superiors, the Prefects and the necessarg rations, t 
Magistrates ; and thus debar the people report has now been 

enjoying the advantage of the Im- 
' perial benevolence. He requests that com- 

mands be laid, in particular, upon the 
provincial Goveniment of Hunan to guard 
against this eviL The practices in question 
are hereupon energetically reprobated, May 31st.-(1) A Decree. Let fi-ni ; 
in the apprehension that Hunan may not yin-pu (acting Military Govemor of the 
stand alone amoag the provinces regarb province of Kirin) return to his proper ~ 0 8 %  
actions of the kind referred to, the provin- of Brigadier G m e d  of I(in Chow (in 
cial Governments throughout the Empire Shdng ICmg>. Let Muig Bgsn are commanded to be constantly on the 
alert to check abuses such as these, in become mting Military ~overnor of Kirin, 
furtherance of the Imperial intentiom for and let E K6h $B#$ a d  in his stead 
the good of the people. Vice President at the head of the Board of 

(3) P'eng Yu-lin, Joint Inspector-General punishments at ~ ~ ~ k d ~ ~ .  
of the Naval forces on the Yangtsze, memo- 
rializes referring to the period of repose (2) Decree. Let Lin Che ~eceive the - 
he had taken, d h  Imperial sanction, after rank of of the Guards of the jirst ' 

completing bis tour of hspection last year, 'lasst arid do d u t ~  at "e G'''' Gate, (N.B- 

having taken up bis abOde at monastery L" Che is a Manchu oficer who returned 

at Hangchow in order to devote himself in from command in 
to the care of his greatly impaired health. Yünnan). 

He suffers under a complication of dis- (3) Ting J&-ch'ang, Governor of Fuh- 
orders, including h e r  complaint? s e t i n g  kien, memorializes at the instance of cer- 
of blood, chronic rheumatism, and incipient tain retired officials, notahles of the District 
paralysis of tlie left arm ; but notwith- of Eeh-yang in Kwangtung, who have 
standing this, his sense of the deep obliga- addressed him with reference to the mira- 
tion with which he is loaded, for the CU~OUS interpositions of the God of War, 
favours shewn him during a succession of a tenlple in whose honour has long stood - 
reiss, inspises h& with resolution to do outside the North gate of the district city, . 
his duty to the death. It was his intention in times of imminent danger. In 1844, ' - 
to leave Chekimg on the 10th May, and when the city was threatened with capture 
to proceed by sea to commence bis by the leader of a secret association, the * 

inspection of the Yangtsze, going up- banditti were a g h t e d  and dispersed by 
stream. means of a visible manifestation of the 1 

(4) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General spirit of this deity j[j#jB ; and the efforts 
of Gnsuh, etc.3 arid yü she, Imperial of the Govemment froops in coping with 
Agent at memorialize re~orting the insurgents again in 1853 were similarly 
the progress of the commissioner sent in aided by the appearance of supernatural 
1874with tribute from Tibet, on bis journey phenomena. ~h~~~ are fgcts which were 
homeward by way of EOkonor. ,tnessed by multitudes of persons. They 
tribute mission reached Si-eng, returning were not repo*ed ofnciau at the arid 
'rOm the capital~ On the 6th the matter consequently f d e d  to mach the 
last, arid Orders were thereupon given to ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i a l  ear ; but the applicants are un- the local authorities to provide proper willing to dlow them to fall into oblivion, 
escort for the P ~ Y  as far .Tan-ko'rh- arid the temple is now about to be re- 
t'ing 4- @, where tbey rested embellished, they beg that a memorial may 
and made arrangements for the supply of be addressed to the Throne On the 
the necessary baggage animals. On the subject- The Govemor s u ~ ~ o r t s  the 
1st of February last they proceeded on entreat~ thus presented, arid begs that 
their journey, inspection being made at a memorial tablet maY be bestowed 
lthe barsier-station to verify the list of per- uPon the Temple at Eeh-~ang,  in tOken 
Bons returning to Tibet, and to See that of gratitude for the protection that h~ 
there were neither any persons of a criminal been afforded. He is made the vehicle of 
~haracter ooncealed among the party nor the a~pfication, a native 0f th'? district 
articles of a contraband nature smuggled of Feng-shun and a denken of K1eb-y- 
among their effects. The Imperial Agent himself. (For rescript See ~ @ m t &  of gth 

L i had detailed, in accordance with precedent, "tant.) 
a guard of 100 Mongol soldiers of Kokonor (2) Ting Jih-ch'ang farther n w m ~ r i d k e ~  
m d  200 Tangutan sddiew, supplied with setting forth an outline of the measures of 



pelief which ' he proposes instituting on 
bebalf of the ownem of certain tracts of 

- W in Formosa, assessed with taxes to 
the amount of Taels 63,830 per annum, 
which amount, owing to changes in the 
area and nature of the soil, produced by 
floods, inroads of the sea, and other 
natural causes, has come in process 
of time to be very inequitably dlstri- 
buted. 
' (3) I n  a separate memorial, Ting Jih- 

ch'ang submits a proposal for the abolition 
of a host of " misc$llaneous taxes" which 
he finds weighing upon the population 
of Formosa, the revenue derived from 
which amounts in al l  to Tls. 5,223 per 
annum. These taxes are a legacy of the 
administration of the island during the 
seventeenth centiiry by the family of Cheng 
Ch'eng-kung (Koxinga). At the time of 
the surrender of the island by its last 
independent ruler, Cheng K'eh-shwang, 
only three districts had been established, 
to  wit, those of T'ai-wan, FAng-shan, and 
nia-i. The Changhwa District and the 
two sub-prefectures of Tamsui and Komalan 
were called into existence a t  a siibsequent 
period. The three older divisons, extending 
290 li in length from North to 8011th~ 
yield a revenue of 130,000 piculs of rice, 
whi l~ t  the three newer divisions, with a 
length of 680 li of territory, are assessed 
at no more than 56,000 piculs, that is t'o 
Wy, 50 per cent. lws than what is levied 
from a territory equal to o d y  half their 
aggregate dimensions. The miscellaneous 
h e s  which are imposed, in  addition, in  
tke  older districts, are of the most varied 
E n d  Among them is an impost levied 
F o m  the wild aborigines who acknowledge 
their subjection to the Chinese Xovereignty, 
and who, as they cultivale no rice-lande, 
eannot be called upon to pay the grain tax. 
Their avocations are conhed  to deer hunt- 
ing and wheat (or barley) planting, and 
khey accordingly pay a tax called the 
"' deer-skin and srnall-rice levy." The salt-. 
tax is collected from the localitiee, where 
&hing- 001s are owned ; and another im- 
post is k o r n  as the sugar-mill and planta- 
tion tax. These, though of a sornewhat 
getty and inquisitorial character, have 
aevertheless the justfication of being 
asessed upon actual sources of gain, in the 
=bio of some 10 or 20 per cent., and they 
-3 be compared with the grit-stone tax ih 
Sze-ch'wan, and the hazel-nut and chestniit 
k e s  inGlpihli. The imposts which are most 
*bje&onable ere a multitude of p t t y  levies 
an the value of each utensil employed by 
the fk* population along the coast, such 
as h d i n g  mr deep sea nets, ropes, barnboo 
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fishing-stakes, eto., etc., the oppms&ve 
ness of which is enhanced by thek being 
levied through middlemen, Persona of 
local influence, who add heavy pemntageb 
on their own account to the Sums 
they pay into the hands of the officid 
collectors, whom they are obliged to fee 
handsomely, in  the firnt instance, to obtaia 
the privilege of thus acting. I n  order to 
free the lower cl&ses of the population from & 
the sder ing  entailed upon them in thie 
manner, the Governor solicits permission 
t o  sweep away the whole of these mis- 
cellaneous taxes from and after the 
comqencement of the present year, 
with exception of the deerskin tax on the 
aborigines, which partakes of the nature 
of a tribute paid to the lord of the soil, 
and the salt and sugar-mill taxes, any 
irregularities conneded with which may 
be removed with comparative case. He 
observes that the increasing revenue f r o a  
Zilcum and Ciistoms' duties on the tea and 
camphor production which has s p m g  up  
of late years, may be relied upon to com- 
pensate for the l a s  entailed upon the local 
exchequer, whilst the development of the  
mining industry in the north of the island, 
now in Progress, will dso add considerably 
to the local resources.-For rescript see 
Ga2:etle of 9th inst. 

June l s t . - ( l )  A Decree. Let the 
Palace Examination of the newly graduated 
t l r iwsze be held in the Pao H o  Throne Hall 
cm the 9th inst. 

(2) Yang Ch'ang-sün, Golrerno~ (now 
removed) of Cheh-kiang, memorializes re- 
questing sanction for an exchange of offices 
between two District MagisCrates, in view 
of the fact that Wen-chow Fu, at  which 
one of the functionaries in question is 
stationed, is now opened as a port of 
foreign trade. The district of Yung-Kia, 
he observes, lying in proximity to the 
seacoast, has a population of a turbulent 
character, and being the principal district 
of the prefecture, in the chief city of which 
its seat of Government is placed, the duties 

and important. With the foreign r 
which are now about to be iqbrodu 
conduct of afFairs in a suitable 
becomes doubly desirable. The 
who is a t  present invested wi 
Magistracg at  this point, Ch'en 
name, a Kidj6m graduate, native of F 
is honest and experienced, but he 
insight into foreign afl'airs ; and it  
sequently pro~osed that he shall ex 
posts with Cliang Pao-lin, a nativ 
Kiangsi, who has attained the 
District Magistrate by purcha 



I i s a t  present incumbint of the Magistracy 
' 

already withered and dried up. ~h~ sd- 
of Kiang-shan. H e  is a man of'superior ministrative divisions most severely affe+a 
intelligente, and equal t o  the discharge of by the prevailing drought are T ' a i - m  
difEcult duties. There is nothing in the Fen Chow, P'ing-yang Pu, Hoh Oh&, arid 
official antecedents on either side, or i n  the She Chow ; the P'u-chow Fn, Kiei chow, 
conditions of the two districts, to  ihake the and Kiang Chow divisions being somewhat 
exchange irre@ar.-Referred by rescript better off. Throughout tlie Winter arid 
for the consideration of the Board of Civil spring the local authorities of all the &- 
Office. tricts affected have been collecting subscrip- 

June 2 n d . 4 1 )  A Decree. Let Liu Si- tionsfo-r the relief of the distressed, arid 
hung succeed to the vacant post of sub- have called upon the wealthier inhabitank 
Director of the Banqueting Court. to distribute supplies of food in thek 

(2) A ,Decree. Let H i  Yüan, Manchu several neighbourhoods, the hope hing. 
General-m-chief of King-chow Fu, and that rain would fall at the accustomed 
Kwo-18-min, Manchu General-in-chief of time in spring, and thus enable tha  
Hangchow, enjoy the privilege of riding wheat to ripen. With the protracted 
within the precincts of the Forbidden , drought, however, the means of both t h ~  
Oity. authorities and the people have beoome 

(3) Pao Yitan-shein, Govemor of Shansi, exhausted, and the land has come to re- 
mernorializes with reference to $he suffering sound with the lamentations of the famine-I 
entailed by the recent drought in that stricken multitude. Beginning with t h e  
province, the proposed measures of relief, sale of their children, of either Sex, in 
and the apprehensions felt with regard % order to eke out the means of subsistence, 
the future. Shansi, he represents, 1s the people have been farther reduced to 
commonly desoribed as a wealthy province, dig up roots and to strip trees of their bwk 
the fact being, however, that a large pro- in order to provide themselves with an- 
portion of its natives, having no settled other meal. The bark of the trees having 
interests within its lirnits, have migrated come to an end, and even the wild herbs 
with their capital to other parts of the ceasing to spring up in consequence of the 
Empire to trade. Since the rebellion, com- drought, recourse has been had to such 
rnercial prosperity has declined, and expedients as the manufacture of pellets of 
min  has overtaken the most wealthy. earth mingled with stone ground into 
Not more than 20 or 30 per cent. of the powder. The maintenance of life is barely 
population gains its living by a,&cultural conceivable when famine has reached such 
pursuits ; and as the soil, moreover, is not a stage as this. Not a day passes, conse- 
naturally of a productcve character, the quently, without deaths occurring upon 
yield of cereals is sniall. Even in years of the public higliways, and tears ' can 
good harvests, j t  is necessary to import scarcely be repressed in attempting to 
breadstuffs from the neighbouring provinces describe the miseries that are witnessed 
to meet the wants of the population ; and and the sorrow with which the mind is 
for some years past the harvests have been laden. At stich a time as this, to adhere 
by no means prosperous. The spring and too strictly to the letter of the regulations 
autumn of last year were seasons of severe and to await Imperial sanction beforegrant- 
drought, and i n  the districts severely ing relief from the public funds, would b s  
affected great d%culty was experienced in to ignore the immediate necessity of f00a 
the provision of means of subsistence for for starving myriads. The Governor.% 
the people, whilst scarcity was felt even in not shrunk from the responsibility of in-. 
those districts which had not specially structing the departmental authorities 
suffered. There has been no rain to speak make issues of grain from the local store- 
of since the commencement of spring houses, and to establish relief depbts at  
this year, and whilst in the North of eligible points, taking care that the 
the province, where, owing to the dif- distribution be kept out of the hands of the 
ference of climate, the season of sowing yamen underlings, in order that it may not 
k somewhat later, the anxiety felt is not so be diverted from its proper objects. At 
overpowering, i n  the South, on the contrary, the Same time, what is now @ being done is 
the utmost alarm prevails at the prospect but a temporary expedient. Shodd  the 

a faillire of the crops. I n  this section of distress continue for any length of time, 
e province, with its very mild climate, the provincial granaries will be exhausted- 

wheat is always sown after the aiitumn There is reason to be a n x i o ~ ~  for the s p e e d ~  
harvest ; and at  the present moment, wlien downpour of fertilizing showers, thanks to 
the crop should be well grown, the shoolrs the god-like good fortune of the sacred 
are but an inch or two high, and appear Ruler, when, if the early wheatcrop um 
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b aaiy extant be saved and the rice-fields ground of an excessive 4qmbm of 
he s o m  for the autumn, the Southern half errors and omissions, and accepting 
d the Province will be rescued from the essay which was submitted frbm 
danger w d  the Northern half be exempt another of the candidates. The names , 
from harm. In the event, however, of of the Exaininer-in-chief, Ying Kwei (Grand 
the drought being still farther protracted, Secretary, etc., etc.), and E n g  Lien, the  
famine must become universal, and the Assistant-Examiner (Member of the Grand 
oonsequent state of aEairs is too terrible to 
contemplate. Not only will it be out of 
the question to collect the first half-year's 
revenue, but it will be necessary to devise 
further measiires for the distribution of 
relief. In the present exhausted state of 
Ihe Imperial Exchequer, the Governor could 
not venture to  solicit an appropriation of 
h n d s  from the treasury at  Peking; and 
he proposes, in order to provide the , 
wherewithal for purchases of grain in  
the neighbouring provinces, to make use 
of a balance of about Taels 40,000 re- 
maining in the provincial treasury as 
part of the last half-year's revenue collec- 
tion. So small an amount as this will go 
but-a little way toward meeting the reqiiire- 
ments of the occasion ; and the Governor, 
oppressed with grief which robs him of 
both rest and appetite, has no resonrce but 
to  take the leaq in instituting with sub- 
ordinates the observance of penitential 
f a h ,  and in oEering up reverent entreaties, 
iniarning and night. H e  has furthermore 
issued general orders to clear off judicd 
a r r e m  and to lighten the burthens of 
Stat-rvice upon the people, in the hope 
of thus inviting the beneficent harmony of 
Ohe p w e r s  of nature, to the end that the 
gate .af the people may be al1eviated.- 
R w r i p t  : It is noted. 

Jnne  3rd.-No dociiments of irnportance. 
June  4th.-(1) A Decree. Let Ewang 

K'o succeed to the vacant post of . 
Manchu General-in-chief at Si-ngan. 
(N.B. This appointment is made in 
succession to K'&-rni3ng-&h, who was trans- 
ferred on the 12th May, 1876, to fill the post 
of General-in-chief at Ning-hia. The 
Lieutenant-General, T'u-ming-eh, has been 
acting in his stead for the last year.) 

(2) A Decree. Let the two otncers above 
the age of 65, Hai-lin, an officer of the 
Guards of the second class, and Mu-t6- 
ngen-t'ai, commandant of a battalion of the 
Household brigade at  ' Yuan-ming Yüan, 
who were presented in audience this day by pr 
the Military Inspection Con~missioners, be sh 
reqiUred to take the retirement of their 
respective ranke. 

(33 A decree referring to the rejection 
of the Manchu essay of one of the 
candidates approved by the E x d i n e r s  
at  the pending examinations, the 
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mldiery, and snbstituting a money ailow- having been murdered by a hatiwreg &e 
ance, of his own motion, for the distribu- district named Kao Ch6n-*. 
tion of the actud grab. ,The offender in (3) EU-ni-yin-PU, acting 
question is deprived of his official button, vernor of E n ,  m e m o r i h s  f ~ 1 ~ -  
and placed under stringent commands tu the trial and execution by &ng-07b>B 
issue the rations as they are due. criminal guilty of murder, undrn tb 

(3) The Governor of Kwangsi reports following circumstances :-The c ~ Y  
the result of a t h 1  held with reference to Kwoh Hung, an immigrant from ae 
the escape of a prisoner from jail at the vince of Chihli, a carpenter by t de ,  ir, 
provincial capital, Ewei-lin Fu, in Septem- shewn to have sought ~ccupation at a 
her last (see Gazette of 14th December, certaiti village in the Wu-ch'ang c o m m e  
1876.) The prisoner has not been re- of ihe province ; and he was emplopd 
aaptured, and the jailers and others re- there last year by an inhabitant of 
a ~ n s i b l e  for his safekeeping have now plme named Li Yeo-nien to make S O ~ S  
been senkenced to the customary penalties repairs to his house. Becoming in t& 
wcording to law. manner acquainted with Li's wife, whom 

June 6th. 4 1 )  The Military Lieutenant- he met without restriction, he c o n c e i ~  
Bovernor of Jeh-ho memorialises reporting an unlawful passion for the womm, which, 
his intended departure on a personal tour however, he found for a length of tim@ 
through the Imperial hunting grounds, for no opportunity of indulging. He con- 
purposes of inspection, on the 16th May, tinued his acquaintance with Li Yeo-nien 
in to examine the shte of affairs for some time after the job on which he 
with reference to the appointment of the bad been em~loyed was Wshed ; a d ,  
lands occupied by cultivators. having discovered, on the 4th of M m h  

(2) In a postscript memorial, the same last, that Li was absent from home, an& 
~uthority reports that he finds it necessary no one left in Charge of hia famil~, he 
r;o provide funds for the travelling allow- wen6 at dead of night, t h g  a cudgel in 
mces of the official staff that is to accom- band for bis ~rotection b~ the waY, to 
pany him On bis toar in the hiinting Li's house, where he knocked at the dmr 
grounds, in order that they may not become under ~retence of mking for Same 0j.l for 
n the smallest degree a burden to the hi.9 lantern. Li's eldest girl Was m ~ u d  
2opulation. He proposes to devote to this arid o~enedthe door, whereu~onhe entered, 
purpose a surn of Tls. 2,000, taken from arid saw the woman, Liu-she, dremed arid 
a balance of accnied interest on certain seated on the stove-bed, preparing to light 
deposits which is in the treasury of bis a lamp. Kwoh advanced and endeavoured: 
iurisdiction.-Rescri~t : I t  is noted. , to effect his unlawful design, but Liu-she 

June 7th.-The foliowing is annoimceci 
as the list of the highest graduates at the 
Palace examination of tlie successful com- 
petitors for the t&n-sze degree :-Chwar~g- 
yüen. (optirnus), Wang Jen-k'an, of Fuh- 
kien. P m g - y e n  (secundus), Yü Lien-wan, 
of Hupeh. Z"a,n-hwa (tertius), Chu K6ng- 
yang, of Kiangsu. Ch'wan-llc (quartus), 
Sun Tsung-sih, of Hunan. 

(1) A decree commanding the Governor 
of Shantung to select from among the 
Prefects on ,the provincial establishment, 
an incumbent for the post of Prefect of 
Tsi-nan-fu, an office of importance (in view 
of the city being the provincial capital.) 
To jill the vacancy that will thus be created 
in one of the provincial prefectures. Sih 
Ngen @@, is iominated: 

(2) A decree cashiering the Commissary 
in charge of the district of Petuna in Kirin, 
at the solicitation of the acting Militarv 
Governor Ku-ni-yin-pu, who has denounceh 
the official in question for withholding aU 
report of a crime committed within his 
urisdiction, eleven membem of one family 

resisted and struck and - scratched hep 
assailant. Kwoh upon this dealt & blow at 
her upon the forehead with his stick, but 
ehe wrested the weapon from him and ran 
out of the hoiise shouting for help. Kwob, 
fearing that her outcry might bring per- 
sons to the rescue, determined to kill 
the woman, and thus satiate his de& to 
be avenged upon her. Groping abo~it, h# 
seized a vegetable-chopper from the Nock 
beside the door, and having rushed efte* 
the woman, he hacked lier about the h d f  
arms, throat, and body, an8 findy oo* 
pleted his bloody work by beating in 
victim's skull with his bludgeon. ' RekhW* 
ing the house, he saw the fow: femde 
children of Liu-she wailing upon the sbvd 
bed, and, excited with rage and fe- 
lest the alarm might be given t0 the n e w  
bours, he made up his mind @ 
all the children beyond the posdbilw Qf 
giving evidence against him ; he P 
ceeded hereupon to beat in the b*"d 
each of the girls with his bludgeon. %b%~ 
his pictims were all dead, he threw a r n t . 4 ~  
murderous weapon he uad, * 
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off, carrying with him a deerskin waistcoat Sovereign, whose name occupies the centrd 
m d  another article of clothing which he station, and from whom the line of descent 

. found in a wardrobe. Having subsequently of each of his offspring, denoting the des- 
been captured and brought to trial, he has vation of each on the mother's side, 
confessed the circumstances of the crime arranged according to the order of seniority 
as above-stated. The sentence incurred is of birth, is duly set forth. The scions of 

, , that of death by ling-ch'e (the " slicing " the Imperial h e ,  from his Majesty the 
, process), which has been carried into ex- Emperor down to descendants below the 

ecution at the capital of the - province. twelfth degee, with the sons and daughters ' .  I n  consideration of the lamentable fate born to them within [each] period of 
J of the murdered woman, who, with her ten years, and the adoptions that have 
in children, perished in defence of her wifely taken place, are farther exhibited in  

I honour, i t  is solicited that an Imperial tables of columns and cross-columns, 
, tablet maybe erected to commemorate her each line of descent being traced to the 

* virtuous conduct, and to further the cause Sovereign with whom it commences. The 
of mora1ity.-Referred for the consider- question which is now submitted is the 
ation of the proper Board. method in which the name of "His 

(4) Feng Shen, Military Governor of Majesty the Present Emperor, Kwang Sü, 
Heh-lung Kiang, memorializes with re- for ten thousand times ten thousaild years," 
ference to the proposed despatch of an shall be inserted in the Record, in connec- 
examiner of corpses, to be borrowed from tion with the members of the Imperial 
the province of Sheng-king, to institute a lineage bearing [like himself] the distinc- 
renewed inquest upon the remains of Wang tive name of Tsai. It is also requested 
King-shun, whose brother, Wang King- that a decision may be pronounced respect- 
tien, has appealed at  Peking declaring the ing the place to be assigned in the Register 
deceased to have been done to death in to the names of the children of the Prince 
prison, in  despite of the evidence adduced of Ch'un (the Emperor's fathkr), bearing 
a t  the former inquest to prove that he had the name of Tsai.-For rescript, and ex- 
committed suicide by hanging. (For planatory note, See Gaaette of May 18th. 
rescript See Gazette of May 1'7th.) (2) The Governor-Genefal of the Two 

(6) F6ng Shbn, in  a farther inemorial, Kwang memorializes soliciting permis- 
reports the arrival within his jurisdiotion of sion to retire from active Service on 
Liu Fu-hing, the individual degraded from behalf of General Wei Tso-pang, who was 
the rank of Brigadier-General, and sen- recently superseded in the post of Com- 
tenced to transportation to the Amur, in mander-in-chief of the provincialland-forces 
connection with tbe case of Brigadier- anddirected to return to hispost asBrigadier 
General Chan K'i-lun, convicted as of the Yang-kiang command. The officer 
instigator of the murder committed at in question is nearly 70 years of age, and 
Yangchow (see Gazette of 7th April, 1876.) suffers greatly from an old wound that has 
The prisoner in question arrived on the 25th lately broken out afresh.-Granted by 
of April at the place of his destined residence rescript. 
in banishment, under custody of an official June 9th.-(1) A decree conferring 
deputed for the piirpose by the Brigadier appointments upon the Hanlin Probationers 
of Petuna, and he has been placed under who have now passed their final examina- 

, rigorous surveillance. tion. The list occupies iipwards uf three 
June 8th. (1) The Prince of Tun, as pages of the Gazette,-something more than 

President of the Office of the Imperial half tlie number of candidates receiving 
Genealogical Record, memorializes solicit- rank as members of the Han-lin College ; 
ing instructions on a subject upon which the whilst bhe remainder, constituticg the third 
Prince does not venture to act on his own re- class, are almost eqiially divided between 
sponsibility. The Yic Tieh (Tablet of Jade) appointments as secretaries to the metro- 
or Genealogical Register of the Imperial politan Boards and district Magistrateships 
family, the Prince remarks, of which he and in the provinces. 
his colleagles have now been commanded to (2)  A D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  ~~t ~ü ~ y i ~ ~ - k ~ ~ i  sT 
undertake a revision, is subject to rnles 
determined by the precedents of siiccessive @ succeed to thedost of Prefect of 
additions, the principle followed, from the Lin-ngan-fu in Yunnan. (X .  B.-Hu T'ing- - period of Chao Tsu Yuan Hwang-ti (the kwei is the official whose memorial, pre- 
most remote acknowledged ancestor of the sented by hin1 as one of the Censors, 
reigning dynasty), to his Majesty the Eni- denouncing the irregularities of the lekin 
peror Muh Tsung I, (T'ung Che), being tax, was published in the Gazette of 18th 
the asignment of a separate Page to each Januarg, 1875.) 

- 3 
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, June 1 0 t h . 4 1 )  The acting Governor of 
Chekiang memoriahes reporting the com- 
pletion of the grain shipments from that 
province for Tientsin for the current season. 
The total amount of rice of various qiialities 
to be supplied by Chekiang is 420,700 
piculs, including an amount of 10,100 
piculs which the regulations require tu be Lieutenant-Colonel of the Bordered 

1 , rpurchased at  'i'lentsin with Funds suppFed Banner, To liun by name, who was brought 
1 lfrom the province, for ksue as ration to trialin 18'74 for causing the death of 

~allowance to the boatmen, etc. Of the distant kinsman named Show Luh. ~ h k  
lentire amount, the Iate Governor has individual had been arraigned before the 
~already reporied the despatch of 166,000 Colonel of the Banner on a charge of an- 
piculs (see Basette of 24th April); and the deavouring to take his pay by force, and "- 
remainingshiprnentshave been aa follows :- waa placed under the cwtody of his relai 

By steamers ,......... p i c h  76,600 To Lun. I n  view of the habitual viole 
,, 28 ju&s .... . ... .. ,, 66,600 of tctmper and refractoriness displayed 

n 14 The aboPe, constituting the second bat& Show Luh, T. L"n called in the services of 
8 . of shipments, have been followed by a thkd a ca~ta in  arid sOme 0 t h ~  members of the 

and final batch, as follows :- force, and agreed with them that heavier 
fetters should be placed upon the prisoner, By stearners ,......... piculs 52,000 

„ 20 junks, ... ... . .. ,, 4%,700 
and that he should be coniined within a 
wooden cage. On an attempt being made 

The lading arid des~atch 0f the last to cmry this determination into effect, 
vesselswas completed at  Shangliai by the show ~~h rushed at bis kinsman, 
28th April. striking at  him with his head and vowing 

(2) The .Governor of Honan memO- that he was ready to die in  the effort 
rializes reporting the sentence and execntion to avenge hhself.  momentary fit I by l'k7-ch'e (the "sficing " Process) of a of anger, To Lun called upon some 
criminal guilty of the murder of three bis men to help km, arid they 
individuals belonging t0 the Same fami l~ .  the prisoner to death beiween them with 
The criminal, Chang Che-thh by name, ,p„. On being brought to trial for th¿s 
held certain land% On lease from a Pro- &, To Lun was sentenced by the late 
~ r i e t o r  named Hiang, and the murders, of ading Governor-General Liu Kw76n-yih, in 

I 
which two daiightem-in-law arid a grand- concert with the Manchu General-in-chief, 
son of the landlord were the vicths ,  were to death by (= the 
committed in conseqiience of notice to  quit for homicide in the secOn& degree) ; arid 
having been @en to Chang, accom~anied the persons who had aided and abetted 
by abusive laneage  used toward Gm by h, to bastinado&g, acoording to the pro- 
the w"men of the family, who suspeded „ions ?f the &tute in the case of such 
him of theft. H e  entered the family accessones, but with benefit of 
dwelkg  by night, armed with a sword, ensuing Act of Grate, On the senke1 
and hacked all the sleepers in  succession, being laid before the Thone  arid refen 
wounding four Person8 besides the three to the ~~~~d of P&ishments, it WS 
who died from the effects of the injuries quashed by the ~~~~d On the th$t 
irdiicted. the act could not justly be considered one 

Juue llth--(l) A Decree. Let Luh of homicide conlmitted in the &chmge 
Mow-tsung, heretofore ranked as aem-  of p n b ~ c  duty. The offenCe £ 0 ~  ber of the Han-]in College of the Pien which the prisoner was in custqdy, the 
Siu degee, who was presented to-day in B ~ ~ ~ , = J  remarked, not a senous one*. 
audience, be employed as a Kien, T'ao of an,j the proceeding resorted to by To L u 4  
the Han-lin. was actual murder, though without P@ 

(2) Let Ts'üan K'ing (President of the 
Censorate) and Sh6n Kwei-f6n (Member meditation, #$ @ in satsoatim 
of the Grand Council, an Assistant Grand the passion of anger and unconneo*ed 
Secretary, a President of the Board of War, ~ u b l i c  considerations. A revi"on 0f i?kle ' 
Member of the Yam6n of Foreign Affiirs, sentence was consequently requ- 
etc., etc. act as Preceptors-in-chief to  the proper authorities having been required'b 
Han-lin L robationers. take action accordingly, report h@ 

(3) The Imperial Clan Court memorializes been received that the c~~de-ed mckn, 
solicrting instructiom as to the establish- To Lun, died in  prison from the ~f&da of 
ment that shall be allotted to the newly- illness on the 11th J a n ~  last. s%?ehia 
created Imperial noble Tsai Tseh, in whose oommission ippointed to hold a fresh 



C$ the case has now brought ,ence, sihated at the provincial cap& itself, b" 
in  obedience to the ruling of the Board of fil1 a like post in  a magistracy away &m 
Prinishments, in accordance with the statute the provincid capital ; and a fresh appoint- 
relating to the murder of distant kinsmen, ment was ordered to be made. lnstructions 
the penalty for which is decapibtion ; and were issued hereupon to take action accord- 
the accessories are sentenced to 100 blows ingly. In replp, an application has now 
apiece. After a further recital of the facts been addressed to the memorialists by the 
of the Gase, the memorialists submit that Lieutenant-Gqvernors at Nanking m d  Soo- 
aa the guilty Person is dead, no further chow, and by the acting Judicial Com- 
proceedinga need be taken in respect of missioner, to the following effect :-"In 
his sentence ; and the accessories are shewn ~ e w  of its connection with the commercial 

' 

to be within the scope of the Act of Grace 
passed subsequently to tlie commission of 
the crime.-Referred by rescript for the 
consideration of the Board of Punishments. 

June 12 th .41)  A decree reciting a 
mandate of their Majestios the Empresses 
Regent, referring for the deliberation of 
the special Council of all the departments 
of State already charged with the examina- 
tion of the question as submitted by 
the Imperial Clan Court, the proposals 
f-elating to the enshrinement of the tablets of voured once more to 
their late Majesties which have been sub- obedienoe to the orders 
mitted by Chang P'ei-lun, an Expositor of of an officer for 
the Han-lin. 

(2) A decree granting leave to resign bis 
offices of State to the beildh Tsai Jung @,B, On +,he ground of continued ill- 

health, and assigning him the full amount 
of bis y e a r l ~  d.lowance by WaY of ~ension.  sonally unsuited to  the place in question, 

(3) decree embodying a n~andate of and that there is no one whom we can re- 
their Majesties the Empresses Regent, commend for t~ansfer, as has already here- 
a ~ ~ r o v i n g  the form for the preparation of tofore been represented. After the most 
the Genealogical Register which has been anxioiis consideration, we can do no other- 
submitted by the Grand Council and the wise than repeat the reque~~t  $hat Mo 
Imperial Clan Court. (See Gazette of 8th Simg-&e be tranferred to the -ancy.J3 
inst.) On receipt of this report, the memori- 

(4) The Governor-Gened of the Two alists have to obseme that the officid 
Kiang reports that selection has been in question is profoundly versed in questions 
made of the expectant Taotai Liu Jui-hhg of policy, in addition to which he is a man 9 to take the place of F6ng Tsün- in the prime of strength and mental vigour. 
kwaX Taotai at Shanghai, durin the During his acting incmben%y of the post, - 

latter,s abSenCe leave beyond the great his conduct of affairs of an international 
Wall. character has been all that it  should be, 

(5) The Governor-General of the Two arid it may be truly aflbmed that few 
Kiang and the Governor of Kiangsu jointly officials are t" be found equals. 
memorialize, submitting a renewed solicifa- though a~~o in tmen t  is in some slight 
tion for sanction to the appointment of Mo degree af, variante with the regulations, 

the memorialists feel bound, i n  view of 
8iang-che i@Z t0 the impOrtant post his eminent qualifications for this particular 
of Magistrate of the district of Shanghai. 
On the departure from this post of the late 
Magistrate, Yeh T'ing-kuan, who porchased 
promotion to a liigher grade, Mo Siangche, 
then District Magistrate of Kiang-ning (at 
Banking), was tmnsferred to fi11 his place. 
8. despatch was subsequently received from 
the Board of Civ5l Office, declining to sanc- 
tion a k s f e r  of the incumbent of the 
pincipal Magistracy in the province 



mction for the t k s f e r  in question; and 
they pokt out that, as an actual incumbent 
of the office of District Magistrate, Mo 
Siang-che is not subject to the necessity 
of proceeding to Peking for presentation. 
-Rescript : We sanction the transfer of 
MO Siang-che. For thg rest, be it as is 

1 , proposed. 
- June 13th.-(1) A Decree. Let Wdn '. Pih @B (late Manchu General-in-ehief 

at Foochow, etc., etc.) succeed to the post [ of Chamberlain of the Palace. 
(2 and 3) Decrees appointing Wu T'ing- 

fan RE& to tha post of Reader of 
the Grand Secretariat, and Hwai-t'a-pu 
fg+$$?fij son of the former Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang, Jui  Lien), to 
the post ' of sub-director of the Imperial 
Sacrificial Court. 

(4) The Court of Censors memorialize 
.' forwarding an apped lodged with them by 

a denken of the Chang-p'u district in Fuh- 
kien, who complains that his wife had been 

I I inveigled away from hia house under false 
pretences, and conveyed into the power of 
a ruffian named Ch'dn Hwei, the head 
of a local f i a t e d  society known as 
the Red Flag League, who had repeatedly 
sought, but in vain, to establish a 
crirninal connection with her. The 
victirn of his artifices was detained in 
captivity in this man's stronghold for up- 
wards of a month, in the beginning of 1874, 
and after being repeatedly outraged by i Ch'dn Hwei and certain of his relatives, on 
appellant refusing to pay ransom which 
they demanded for her to the amount of 
$50, she was killed and her body was 
throwninto a well. The District Magistrate 
was called upon to hold an inquest on the 

'i remains, but owing to some occult in- 
fluences brought to bear, the perpetratom 
of the outrage have been suiTered to go 
free, and have continued to oppress and 
Plunder appellant since that time.-The 
appeal referred for provincial investigation 
in the usual manner. 

(5) The Yamen of Gendarmerie memo- 
rialize presenting an appeal lodged with 
them by a native of the province of Honan, 
compl&ing of an act of burglary eommitted 
at his house by an armed gang, who in- 
flicted fatal injuries upon his brother and 
bis brother's wife. Under the iduence of 
h e a v  bribes offered to them by the guilty 

the police of the District Magistracy 
have contrived to allow them to esCape 
apprehensi~n. On comp1a.int beingaddressed 
to the Prefect, and afterwards to the Judi- 
cial Commissioner of the province, it was 

- 
- .  

P 

referred back to the District ~ q ~ t ~ b  ta + , '  
be dealt with, and no steps were taken 
arrest the perpetrators of the crime. yhs same result has followed on applicatioii 
being made to the provincial Governor 
and the present appeal is consequene 
lodged at Peking.-Referred in the 
manner. ' .  

(5) Ting Jih-ch'ang, Governor of - 
kien, memorializes stating that Colonel Ln 
Chu M%, late Commandant of the North 
Division of Formosa, who was stripped of 
his rank and summoned to be placed on 
trial at the instance of the late Govemor- 1 
General Li Hoh-nien, for complicity with 
Yang Tsai-Fan, the officer who has been ' 

cashiered and removed from the Brigadier- 
Generalship of Formosa, in the improper 
bestowal of subordinate commands, had 
returned last January, without permission, 
to Formosa, and had given out that he 

E 
was authorized to enlist a body of braves. 
His object was to obtain money under 
false pretences ; and a number of vag&- 
bonds were gathered together at his appeal, 
causing much excitement in the public 
mind. The Governor gave orders for his 
apprehension on receiving information to 
this effect, and having arraigned him on 
the charge of attempted swindling, solicits 
approval of the sentence he proposes to 
i ~ c t ,  to wit, that the culprit be trans- $ 
ported into servitude on the Mongolian 
post-road, to expiate there his offence bg 
his exertion.-Sanctioned by rescript. 

June 14th.-0) A Decree. In answ4~- 
to the memorial from Yüan Pao-h6ng . 
soliciting leave of absence for two m o n t h B  
to enable him to return to his native placg 
(in Ngan-hwei) and attend to mattem mn;, ' 
nected with his family burying p o ~ d t + :  
we grant him the leavg, of absence he  
applies for. Let Fang Yü-k'i act on his 
behalf as Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Punishmenta. 

(2) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General 
of Kansuh, etc., memorialiaes in reply to a 
co&ential Decree received by him some 
time WO, bwed upon an application ad- ' -  

dressed to the Throne by the hsistan& 
M i l i t e  Governor Ying Lien, at Tarbagatai, 
in w h i ~ h  he was commanded to despatch s * 

body of 500 pi&ed men, drawn ffom .tha i 
Chinew f~roes ip Kansuh, with a proper 
equipment of arms, to take their turn of dut;p 

gmison a t  Tmbagetai accord' to the 
eysbm heretofooie in faae, and W b 3  8hodd 
now be mverted to in consequence of the 
reopening of coriamunications. In reply, 

T e p g - t ' w  represents that the Ma- 
hommedan r8bellii ite mmeqvences 



have completely shattered the ancient army 
' orgmizatio~l in Kansuh, to such an extent 

that even in such places as were not cap- 
tured by the insurgents, the troops have 
Iong since disbanded themselves under 
the pressure of want. Even with regard 
to the force especially under the Governor- 
General's direct command, the Tuh Piao 
division, which s h o ~ l d  nurnber 3,500 rank 
arid file, all that the Govenor-General has 
done has been to authorize his military 
Secretary to retain some 1,500 picked men 
on the list of this force. As for the 
remaining divisions, dl that has beeil 
feasible is to enrol from time to time a 
sufficient niimber of men to keep up the 
cadre and to supply the actual requirements 
of duty, wilhout attempting to re-establish 
the ancient organization in full. With the 

. whole of Kansuh devastated and depo- 
pulated as it is, and the military chest 
devoted to the payment of the large bodies 
of troops from other parts of the Empire, 
which are now actively engaged beyond 
the Wall, it is impossible to think of 
keeping up at the sarne tune the ancient 
military system, and lie has therefore 
no men to send to undertake the garri- 
son duties of Tarbagatai as commanded. 
H e  begs that further consideration of the 

. matter may be postponed uiitil the conclu- 
sion of tlie pending campaign shall have 
allowed the reestablishinent of the ancient 
system to be proceeded with at  leisure. 
Rescript. I t  is noted. 

Jurie 1 5 t h . 4 1 )  A Decree. The Prince 
. of Kung, as Captain-General of the Plain 

White Banner of the Manchu forces, and 
his colleagues, have memorialized Us 
represeiiting that the mother of Ngen 
Ch'eng, a Vice-President of the Board 
of Civil Ofice, has attained to the verge 
of her 100th year. That this lady, born 
of the family of Hu, should have at- 
tained to such longevity, whilst continaing 
in the enjoyment of vigorous health and 
spiribs, is conspicuously a glory to Our 
reign and an auspicious Omen for Our 
people. Let the oecials of the Imperial 
Studio and tlie Han-lin College prepare an 
inscribed tablet to be bestowed upori her, 
as a token of marked distinction. Let the 
Board of Ceremonies consider and report, 
i n  addition, what farther award of honours 
is due in conforrnity witli the regula- 
tions. 

(2) A decree appointing T&h Ch'un, 
Vice-President of the Board of Works, to 

(3) The Prince of Kung and his c o l l ~ ~ e ~  
of the Grand Council memorialize refefing 
to a decree issued in 1815, in accordance 
with which Coirirnissioners were thence- 
forward to be appointed in eacli alternate 
year to superintend the airing of the 
volumes of the Authentie Records (the 
annals of each reign, compiled after each 
successive demise of the Crown) and of the 
Imperial Genealogical Register, which are 
preserved in the K'ien Ts'ing Hall of the 
Pa1ace.-Four high offlcials are appointed 
accordingly. 

June 16th.-(Court Circular. ) The 
arrival is noted of articles of " tributen- 
i.e., for the Imperial use or delectation- 
forwarded by Liu Ch'ang-yeo, Governor- 
General of Yunnan and Kweichow, and 
P'an Ting-sin, Governor of Yunnan. 
(I) The Governor of Yunnanmemorializes 

reporting that as Tu Jui-lien, lately 
appointed to the post of Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor of Y e n a n ,  has now arrived at the 
provincial capital, he has been directed to  
enter on the duties of his office, the late 
acting incumbent, Ts'ang King-yu, return- 
ing to his proper post of Judicial Com- 
missioner. 

(2) Li  Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Childi, etc., reports that as he is at present 
residing a t  Tientsin for the purpose of 
attending to questions relating to foreign 
affairs, he has desired the acting Lieutenant- 
Governor and the actlng Judlicial Com- 
missioner to preside at the Court whicli it 
is necessary to hold at  this period at  the 
provincial capital, for the revision of the 
aentences on criminals which are to be 
submitted for final decision at  the Auturnn 
Assize at Peking. 

June 1 '7th.31)  A decree in answer to 
a memorial from Yu Luh, Governor of 
Nganhwei, wl~o has impeached a long list 
of department and district Magistrates for 
deficiencies found in their accounts on 
handing over cliarge to their succesaors. 
His recotnmendations for the cashiering 
and prosecution of the several individual8 
are sanctioned. 

(2) Yung Ts'uau, (late) Military Go- 
verrior of the Ili  territories, and Ying 
Lien, Assistant Military Governor at  Tar- 
bagatai, memorialize r&porting the sentence 
they have pronoiinced in a trial held for 
mnrder. I n  Uctober last, they received a 
despatch in  the Manchu language from the 
General commandiiig tlie contingent of 
Xolon Manchus, giving the tenour of a 
report received from one of his subordinate 
commanders as follows :-On the 28th 
September last, Uchala, the widow of 
Nomen Tali, a soldier of tlie force, made 



Statement to the effect that her son, named 
E-18-ngan-pu, who had been absent from 
home since the l l th ,  was reported this day 
by some people of the town to have been 
killed by a gunshot wound b i  certain Per- 
s o n ~  at  the reed l&e to the west of the 
city. The statement was reported to  have 
come from a man named I-bo-so. On 
receipt of this information, a Chinese 
named Chang Ho-fah was snmmoned, who 
repeated the statement above given, adding 
that on the afternoon of 23rd September 
E-1%-ndn-pu had left his shop in company 
with a man Samed Mor-g6n-tai, saying that 
he was going to look for an individual 
named Na-ch'in, since which time he had 
not been Seen. Na-ch'in was hereupon 
summoned, and a musket was taken posses- 
sion of in his house. Mor-gen-tai and 
I-bo-so wem also summoned and inter- 
rogated, with the following results. Na- 
ch'in confessed that : " I-bo-so having told 
me that deceased's wife was his niece, and 
that if deceased could be put out of the 
way, he could give me his niece in  marriage, 
in testimony whereof he cut off a lock of 
her hair, which he gave me, 1 and Mor- 
gen-tai inveigled deceased to a place south- 
west of the city, and shot him there." 
Prkoner also delivered up the lock of hair 
referred to. On tlie particulars coming 
before the memorialist, Ying Lien, he 
despatched a civilian fiinctionary to hold 
an inquest, the report of which is as 
follows :-On proceeding to a point near 
the reed-beds about 30 li south by west 
from the city, accompanied by an officer of 
the Solon troops, together with the relatives 
of the decemed, and the witnesses in 
the case, I 'held a public inquest on the 
remains of E-16-ngen-pu. The evidence 
shewed that deceased was 19 years of age. 
H e  was o£ middle height, the c o l o ~  of his 
face yellow, the eyes nearly closed, the 
lips tightly shut. TO the left side of the 
chest a bullet-hole was diacovered, measur- 
ing nine-tenths of an inch in circumference. 
The bullet had traversed the body, pvsing 
out to the left of the spine, leawig a 
wound of one and two-tenths of an inch in 
circurnference. The skin at  the origce was 
gaping wunder in each case. The bones 
broken were discoloured and black, arid 
there were marks of bleeding. A gunshot 
wound had unquestionably been in&icted 
during life, with fatal result, and no other 
wound but that described was found upon 
the body." The report of the inguest 
having been received, orders were &en to 
the Military Secretariat to institute a trial 
of the case, when the following evidence 
was taken. Uchala, deceased's mother, de- 

posed :-My son, being given to opium- 
smoking on account of ill-health, was con- 
stantl away from home. H e  went out on 
the l r t h  September, and had been gone 
several days, when I was told by the man 
Chang that he had just heard E-16-ngen-pu 
had been shot. On the 22nd, I had gone 
out to  buy some physic for my daughker-in- 
law, who was iU, and I knew nothing what- 
ever about a lock of her hair having been 
cut off. She got on well with her husband. 
They never quarrelled." ( Note. -The 
evidence of all the parties is given in col- 
loquial Chinese, being probably a close 
translation from the Manchu.) Na-ch'in 
and the others were next separately sub- 
jected to a searching interrogation, Na-ch'in 
deposing as follows :-"I am a soldier of 
the Solon force, and have long known the 
deceased, I-bo-so, andMor-g6n-taiasfriends. 
On the 22nd September, the two last-named 
and myself were drinking together and 
having a chat, and being persuaded by 
I-bo-so that if his nephew-in-law could 
be put out of the way, he woiild be 
able to give me his niece to wife, I 
went with Mor-gen-tai in his company to 
deceased's house. Both deceased and his 
mother were away from home, and taking 
advantage of this, I-bo-so said to his niece, 
who seemed to be ill and was lying down, 
that he wanted to cut off a lock of her hair 
to give to me as a pledge, and that if 
E-16-ng6n-p6 could be put out of the way, 
he would give her to me to wife. His 
niece answered that she was afraid ; but 
I-bo-so told her that she need not fear ; 
he would be answerable if anything hap- 
pened. Upon this, he cut off a lock of her 
hair and gave it to  me. On the following 
day I got Mor-g6n-tai to help me, and we 
inveigled E-16-ngen-pu into joining us, un- 
der pretence of going to Ili. At about 
9 o'clock that evening, when we had got to 
the reedbeds, I gave the horse to Mor-gen- 
tai to hold, and shot E-16-ngen-pu while he 
was halting for a necessary purpose. The - 
bullet Struck him in the chest, and he died 
instantly. I had Seen deceased's wife but 
once, and there had never been any im- 
proper relations between us. I had promised 
to give Mor-g6n-tai a horse for lending a 
hand in the biisiness, but I have not given 
it  to him; and to I-bo-so I had promised 
to give, but have not given, ten taels in  
Russian. paper money." I-bo-so's state- 
ment, given in full, is to the Same effect as 
the preceding, with the addition th@, he 
was angry with deceased for his dissipated 
conduct, and thqt he was intoxicated when 
he made the offer to Na-ch'in to give him 
his niece in inarriage if E-16-gnen-pu could 
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out of the way. He also stated city for several yeats p%st acr the hed$ ! 
that he had intended giving M ~ r - ~ e n - t a i  Quarters of Yilng Ts'üan's seat of g o v m -  
half bf the s ~ m  which Na-ch'in was to ment, (see Gatcxette of 25th September, 
have paid him in Rixssian notes.-De- 138174), has led to buk little in the way of 
Oeased's wife, Kata Khalaki, deposed as internal orgdzation.) 
follows :-My husband smoked opium, and June 18th.-(1) A decree based upon a 
lised to be continually away from home. memorial from the Censor Teng &g-lin, 
My mother-in-law's brother, I-bo-so, was who has denounced a commandant of the 
aware of this. AU our f a d y  matters were Banner force of Yuan-ming-Pan as having 
attended to by my uncle. On the 22nd leagued hiinself with two subordinate 
September, when my husband had beeil officers for the purpose of embezzling sums 
Bway from home since the 17th, while I of money, due to  the soldiers by way of 
was lying down, ill, at  home, and my pay abd gratuities. H e  adds that the com- 
~other-in-law had gone out to buy some mandant aforesaid, who is connected bg 
rnedicine for me and to try to fetch my marriage with the Prince of I, has made 
husband home, my uncle, I-bo-80, came to the building of the Prince's ancestral hall 
the house with Na-cli'in and Mor-gen-tai, a pretext for levying exactions upon the 
and wanted to cut off a lock of my hair to pay of the soldiery of the various baimers. 
give Co Na-ch'in as a pledge. If Na-ch'in The Grand Secretary Pao Yün and the 
could piit my husband out of tlie way, he vice-President Tsung Ei are hereupon 
could give me to Na-ch'in to wife. I commanded to institute a searching en- 
hplied that I was afraid of such a thing ; quiry into the truth of these charges. 
but he told me not fear, he would be an- (2) The Governor of Hunanmemorializes 
swerable for anytliing that inight happen. reporting an outbreak excited by the mis- 
My uncle thereupon cut off a lock of my hair conduct of an officer in charge of a le%n ' J and gave it  to Na-ch'in. Then they all went station at Ch'ang-teh Fu. This is a point 
away, and I was too ill to follow after them. of much commercial importance, owing 60 
When my mother-in-law came back, as I its Position on the Iiighroad between Hupeh 
did not know whether there was any truth and Kweichow arid Yunnan ; and the 
in  what they said about doing for my hus- collector of the likir& tax stationed there, 
band, and I was afraid my uncle woiild be an expectant Prefect named Wu Sze-chung, 
an,gry with me, I did not venture to say submitted a request some time ago for 
anything about it  to her. I know nothing sanction to put activeIy in  force the rules 
about tlie way In Which my uncle came to prevailing generaLly at other stations, re- 
PPopose to Na-ch'in that he shodd niiirdor prcseiltirig bjniself as nnxious to remedy tlie 
?ny hiishand. I never saw Na-ch'in biit fillling off tliat liad becoine perceptible in 
oiic-e, x i A  tliere never were any iiilproper tlie receipts. Witliout, hovever, talcing - .  roiations betn-eeti 1~s."-Chaiig HO-fah, a cuunsel in  any way with the Prefect and 
i~dtlve of Rlreil:;i, a t  l>res>nt keeping a shop District Magistrate, or calling a ineeting of 
in T:~rbag,ve&i, rlq>userl to the circunistances the trading community, and explaining the 
i~ii(ler ~rlclliült lie ~ I S  led to inform matter to them, he abruptly issued a pro- 
<Icccitsed's iilotiier of Na-ch'in's suspicious clamation declaring the new system in force. 
iiiovoiiieiits. The memorialists have to  Under a misapprehension as to his inten- 
submit that they have no code of law to tions in the matter, the dealers affirmed, 
refer to at Tarbagatai, nor any prison to iintruly, that he was raising the rates of 
lvhich to commit the guilty parties in this the impost, and that he was about to levy 
case. All they can do is to hand the pri- a tax upon all shops and manual industries. 
soners over to their own military authorities The rumours becoming more distorted W 
tu be kept carefully in custody; and they paased from mouth to mouth, a 
they request that the Board of Punish- general stoppage of business, to wait farther 
rnents may be commanded to pronounce the news, took place on the 19th Januaq 
sentences which should be passed upon the last ; and iipon this the mendicants of the 
three male prisoners and upon the wife of town, being deprived of their U S U ~  resorts 
deceased, for their respective shares in the for charity, beset the h i h  ~ f f i c ~  to demand 
crime committed. They f o r w d  copies of relief. The mob being swolien by a con- 
the evidence to the Board Eor consideration. Course of idlers and roughs, the doors and 
-Rescript : Let the Board of Punishments wind Ws of the likin office were forced 
consider and report. (N.B.-From the open6by the crush, and advmtage ww 
curious statement as to the absence of all taken of the opportunity by the more law- 
institutions of a judicial natme, a t  Tar- less individuals present to pillage the build- 
bagatai, cohtained in the above memorial, ing. The mob dispersed on the arrival of 
i t  would appear that the occupationof this the city authorities to restore ordex, and 
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February, no farther proceedings are until more prosperous times are reached- 
hsoessary in bis ease. An officer has been Rescript : Let the Board of Reve~ue 
appointed fo succeed to his vacant post.- consider and report, 
h c r i p t  : It is noted. (4) Sung Kwei, Imperial Resident at 

(3) The Governor of Shensi memo- Lassa, adds the following ostscript to a 
e s  representing the impossibility mernorial not published :-TR~ memorialis+ 
of bringing up the amoiint coliec- would represent, in addition, lhat on the 
ted at the T'ung-kwan Custom-house appointment of fresh incumbents to the 

@ to the regvlation stmdard, sod post of CommIlsaries in Hlari, whom it is 
customary at the expiry of each term of 

begging permission to continue the system office $0 relieve from the province of Sm- 
~f acwunting mßrely for the adual re- ch'wan, application is always d e  before- 
ceiptzl. IP answer to a memorial to the hand for the appointment of successo% 
Same effwt, presented by the late Go- owing to the great distance from h a t  pro- 
~emzior,' in the autumn of 18'73, a report vince at which the region of Tibef 4i 3UW- 

W submitted by the Board of Revenue, tion is situated rendering it impossible 
&opoaiag h b t  bhe e~wptional skate of for the new incurnbent to reach his p04t 
@llips should be sxtended only for a period witCn a vear or more fromZthe date t ~ f  

C 
of tbee yews longex; and to this the 
IapeFial w ~ t  war given. It has now, 
bowever been repregented by the Intend- 
zmt of tke T'ung-kwan Custom-honse th;ct 
idw pmvince, is far. from having recovered 
from ths RE& of its oomplete devastation 
by the Mahommedan rebellion, since the 
outbreak of tbe insmection in 1862. The 
sik m a n u h t u r e ~ ~  of t b  &uth are irnported 

very sniali nimntities, whilst the tzaagit 
diugs a11d t :CO fronl Sze-cli'wan arid 

anstlli ia alt mied pn t u  tlie il~ost 

appointment. Reports have now ~ ~ r 4 e  
hand from Chow Ts'in M'&, C 0 m n o i . i ~  

in Western Tibet, and K7i Che-W~Q # 
%,%, Commissary at mari, each sta%,in$ 
that he has been already two yems at % 
post, and requesting, according t~ nile, 
the Government of Sae-ch'w~ be me.9 
upon to nominate a successor. Upon t hW 
the memorialist has to remark that abog 
Ts'in, tlie Commissary. in We~tain Tibeb- 
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h'hm shewn himself careful and attentive elevated position and the iclolation of 
in the conduct of afYairs, and that he the stores, the flames did not spread to 
thoroiighly understands the disposition any psart of thb inhabited neighbourhood. 

, of the natives ; whilst K'i Che-wen, the The Governor can only feel conscious of his 
I 
I 

Commissary at Hlari, is a man in the Prime own lack of moral excellence, through 
which he has failed to induce the operation 
of the beneficent and kindly powers of 
Nature, in such wise as to gumd against 
the occurrence of a calamity of thie 

incumbency of their severalposts, by earnest description. He submits a statement in fuU 
of the amount of losses ; and he has given + 
orders for the proper bestowal of relief upon 
the sufferers by the disaster.-Rescript : 
It is noted. Let the Governor give orders 
to hk subordinates to bestow all proper 

'ceived communication from the relief upon the sufferers, arid to dlow not 
I. Yamen of Foreign stating that a single individual to be left in a destitute 
. Europeans have stipuIated for entry into cOndition. 

Tibet ; and as the apprehensions excited in June 20th.-(1) Li Hoh-nien, Director 
Merent parts of the country among both General of the yellow River Werks, 
c l e r ~  arid laity are not allayed, it is indis- reports having held an inspection of 

L* 

pensable that the officers fdling the various the fOur httali0ns 0f the Ho Piao 
Commissaryships should be intelligent and Or brigade under bis 
active persons, without which it would be force, stationed at arid near Tsi-ning 
dificult to maintain the pres-ation of Chow in Shantung, numbers at present,- 
authority and Order. Were strangers to after the reductions made, 1,613 men, arid 
be substituted in the incumbency of these 49 officers. The performance of the soldiery 
posts, the consequences might be danger- in evolutions, ghgal, SPear, shield, arid 
ous. On mature reflection, the memorialist archer~ ~ractice, find in turning warlike 
sees no other course but to solicit that the somersaults, was of the mOst satisfmtor~ 
two officials in question may be left in their descri~tion- 
present posts for another period of incum- (2) The Governor of Kiangsi forwards, 
bency ; L d  he has communicated 3 
with the Governor-General of Sze-ch'wan 
to this effect.-Rescript : Let the request 
be acceded to. Let the Board concerned 
take note. 

June 19th.--(Court Circular.) Wu T'ing- 
f8n-whose appointment to the rank of 
Assistant Reader of the Grand Secretariat 
was gazetted on the 13th instant-returned 
thanks for the privilege bestawed upon 
him, of wearing the button of the third - 
rank. . 

The Governor of Kweichow memorializes 
reporting that on the 12th May last the 
military stores, situated on a r&ing-ground 
outside the southern wall of the provincial 
capital, were struck by lightning, when 
the powder magazine within the enclosure 
blew up with a te&c explosion, destroying 
npwards of eighty houses in the neigh- 
bourhood, killing one, *nd wounding six 
persons. The value of the gunpowder and 
arms destroyed is estimated at u p w d s  of 
Tb. 100,000. AU the authorities, both 
civil and military, were promptly on 
the spot, but they were unable to ap- 
pmach the burning builrüngs whüe the 
contbgration caused by the explosion 
stiI1 lasted. Owing, happily, . t ~  the 

in i postscript memorial, a-report frorn 
Shen Pao-tsing, Taotai at Kiukiang, to the 
following effect :-According to the usage 
hitherto in force, it k custommy to prepare 
a list on yellow Paper, setting forth tha 
particulars of the porcelain articles manu- 
factured annually in bulk for the Imperial 
use under the direction of the Kiukiang 
Custom-house. in both the " volished " 
and the 'crou=di~ categories %Ba#$, 
and also in compliance with special orders. 4 

In the course of last year, it has now to be 
stated, special orders were received for the 
manufacture of 1,250 artioles, consistiug in 
fish bowb, flower vases, and ornamental 
jars, beliig the portion of the previous 
year's order which had not been executed ; 
and in addition to this, the following 
articles were required on account of the . 
present year's supply, via., 80 pieces of 
" polished " Ware ; 1,240 pieces of " round" 
Ware ; and 9,300 pieces of Ware of both 
categories, appertaining to Special orders 
successively received. The total number 
of articlqs, consisting in fish bowle, flower 
vases, and ornamental jars, of the h t  
quality, is 11,838 pieces, which the Taotai 
is about to despatßh by steamer to Tientek 

eharge of a s p e ~ h l  oficer, for deliveyr 



to  the Porcelain Store of the imperial 
Household. I n  addition to the payment 
of Tls. 10,000 which had been granted 
on account of the cost of manufac- 
ture, the balance remaining due, &., Tls. 
28,610.1.4.3, has been issued by the Taotai 
from the extra revenue balances in the 
Customs' treasury.-The list submitted by 
the Taotai is accordingly transmitted for 
the Imperial perusal. -Referred by rescript 
for the information of the department con- 
cerned. 

June 21st .41)  A decree conferkg ap- 
pointments upon the successful competitors 
for the tsuiws~ degree, after undergoing the 
final ordeal of the Palace exarnination. The 
three individuals elassed as of the highest 
category have already received nominations 
to office. Of the remainder, about four- 
fifths are invested with the rank of Distrid 
Magistrate, and are to be assigned to the 
various ~rovinces by drawing lots under 
the direction of the Board of Civil Office. 
The remainder are appointed to the ranks 
of Secretary and hsis tant  Secretary in the 
Metropolitan Boards. 

(2) A decree based upon a memorial by 
the Supervisor Kwoh Ts'ung-kü, who has 
animadverted upon sundry instances of 
disorderly conduct on the part of candidates 
at  the Literary Examinations. To such an 
extent has this prevailed, indeed, that at 
the recent Palace Examination itself, the 
graduates scrambled for the blank essay 
forms, and allowed themselves to behave 
in an uproarious and scandalous manner. 
The Board of Ceremonies is commanded to 
cause a warning notification to be issued 
beforehand, on future occasions, requiring 
implicit obedience to  the provisions of the 
law, and prohibiting any repetition of such 
conduct, under penalty of severe chastise- 
ment in case of transgression. The Literary 
Chancellors of the various provinces are 
desired, moreover, to warn students gene- 
r d y  against indulgente in the tendency 
to riotous outbreaks, whicli have been 
manifested on more than one occasion of 
late at  various provincial and prefectural 
examinations. 

June 22nd.-(I) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from Shen Pao-cheng, Govemor- 
General of the Two Kiang, who has solicited 
the cashiering of two expectant District 
Magistrates within his jurisdiction, for the 
faulte, respectively, of pronouncing foolish 
judicial decisions and of laxity in  the 
enforcement of official discipline. 

(2) A decree ordaining, a t  the request 
of the Governor-General above-mentioned, 
that Twan K'i &, the present Grain 
Intendant of the province of Kiangi, 

1 may exchange post with wu she-hiW 
B@k7 T a ~ t a i  of the Sü-chow Intend- 

ancy in northern Kiangsu. 
(3) The acting Governor-General of 

chwan memorializes reporting the t&l of 
an appeal case referred back from Peking 
for rehearing, by decree dated the 6th 
May, 1876. The appellant, a man named 
P'u T'ien-yimg, had complained to the 
effect that his brother had been murdered 
by an individual named Chao Ta-chih, and 
that the latter had bribed the authorities 
to misrepresent the case and obtain 
imnlunity. Appellant has now confessed 
that he had no foundation for the state- 
ments contained in his appeal, which was 
prompted by grief for the loss of his 
brother, who is proved to have met his 
death in consequence of a wound infLicted 
as was stated at  the trial originally held. 
The appellant is absolved from the offence 
of bringing a calumnious charge, in  con- 
sideration of the above facts, and has been 
sentenced to receive 50 stripes, as the legal 
penalty for presenting his appeal to  the 
higher tribunal without in the first inshnce 
addressing himself to the proper authorities. 
The Person he has complained against, who 
is shewn to have made use of harsh lan- 
guage to the murdered man, is sentenced 
to forty stripes under the statute agpinst 
general wrongdoing, in its mitigated section. 
-Rescript : Let the Board of Puhishments 
consider and report hereupon. 

June 23rd.-A Decree. We have received 
from Tso Tsung-t'ang his report of the parti- 
culars, in detail, of the recapture of the city 
of Turfan by a concerted movement on the 
part of his army. I n  the third moon 
(April-May), Chang Yao and other divi- 
sional commanders having combined their 
forces for aforward movhment, proceeded by 
swift marches along different lines of route 
frorn Hami and Barkoul, taking the rebel 
entrenchments as they advanced, and 
capturing by assault the towns of 
Ch'ikhtengmu and Pidjan. Under favour 
of these victories, other points along the 
line were successively taken, and immense 
numbers of prisoners were taken and be- 
headed. The main body of the insurgenb, 
being unable to maintain their ground, 
retreated in  a northwesterly direction 
toward Turfan ; whereupon the tmops 
were drawn together for a combined attack, 
and the cavalry and infantry forces havh3 
been pushed forward simultaneousl~, both 
the Manchu and the Chinese cities of Tur- 
fan were captured. The P/Iahommedms 
who submitted themselves were allowed to 
revert to peaceful avocations. The com- 
binations devised by Tso Tsung-fang evince 
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e jiidicious strategy, and the rapid execu- 
tion by Chang Yao and his colleagues of the 
$ans adopted for the offensive has been at- 
tended with successfu1 results. It is fitting 
that rewards be meted out to tlie oficers who 
have distinguished themselves on tliis 
occasioii. We bestow iipon Chang Yao, 
[whose actiid office is] General-in-chief of 
the land forces of Kwantung, the first 
degree of tlie sixth order of hereditary 
nobility. On the two Generals, Liu Chan- 
piao and Sun Kin-piao, we confer the in- 
signia of tlie first degree of official rank. 
Upon Sung Hien-sheng and Ho Yu-chao 
we bestow tlie distinction of tbe Yellow 
Jacket.-Three pages of distinctions for 
subordinate officers down to the rank of 
captain, here eiisue ; and authority is 
given, in tlie custonlary terins, to make 
further recommeudatioiis in favour of OE- 
cerv and men who have claims to distinc- 
tion and reward. 

(2)  A Decree. Let Siing Sbbng-p'ing %@T succeed to the post of Brigadier- 
General of the Yang-kiane. cammand in 

U " 
Kwan@ung. 

(3) Yü Luh, Governor of Nganhwei, 
memorializes referring to the re-opening 
of the Custom-houses of Wu-hu and Feng- 
yang, which took place on the 21st July 
last year, aa previoilsly reported. The 
Taotai in fharge of the $eng-yang Custom- 
house now reports that during the seven 
monthe ending 12th February, 1871, the 
total arnount collected at  that point wim 
no more than Tls. 13,300 and odd, which, 
after defraying the wages due to the clerks 
and employds at  the various barriers, left 
no balance m r t h  mentionkg in hand. 
As, moreover, the buildings appertaining 
to the Custom-house had entirely dis- 
appeared owing to the rebellion in past 
years, it has been necessary to go to some 
extent in  rebuilding upon the old sites, 
and the Taotai has doue his best, in  the 
absence of public funds available for the 
purpose, to manage advances for this work, 
payable by instalments in future years. 
111 forwarding the Taotai's report, the 
Governor adds that he has desired his 
subordinate to devote unremitting attention 
to the promotion of efiiciency in the 
collectorate under his charge, with a view 
to the augmentation of the arnount of 
dnties collected for the benefit of the 
Xxchequer. 

June 24th.-(1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from Ngeh-leh-ho-pu, Military 
kssiatant Governor at  Uliasutai, wlio lias 
denounced an officer of tlie Imperial Gunrd, 
of the Erst rank, riained Hiao Sliuri, for 

--- 

levying " sqiieezes" from the M ~ a g d  
tribes. It appeam that on Hirn Shun 
Iiaving been sent on a missio4 inh I 
Mongolia, to offer a funeral libation U1 
honour of the deceased bei-tsze T'ung-karh 
K'ewach'ir, he made daily demands upon 
tlie people of the tribe, after reaching their 
pastiirage-gound, for rolls of 010th and 
payments of money. When the time for 
the ceremony had arrived, he cailed upon 
them to furnish supplies of clothing, money, 
and otller things, saying, indeed, that if 
these were not provided the libation cere- 
mony should not be performed. H e  only 
proceeded with it on being furnished with 
money, silks, satins, etc., by the nobles of tbe 
banner. On his Passage throughthe territory 
of the Kharch'in, moreover, he exacted at  
each posting-station supplies of sheep, etc., 
wliich he converted into money payments. 
For such acts of smndalous rapacity, a severe 
penalty is imperatively called for. Let 
Hiao Shun be forthwith cashiered, and 
handed over to the Board for punkhment. 
Let him also be required to make restitu- 
tion of the articles and amounts exacted 
from the various banners of the Mongols. 

(2) The Governo~ of Kwangsi memoridizes 
with reference to the permission receatly 
granted to Feng Tsze-ts'ai, General-in-chief 
of Kwangsi, to proceed to Peking for an 
audience of his Majesty. The commands 
received, he observes, should be immediately 
obeyed ; but it has to be represented that 
the borders of Liu-chow-Eu, the prefecture 
within which the General-in-chief haa his 
head-quarters, are still infested with scat- 
tered bands of the revolters or brigands of 
Kweichow, and moreover that the measures 
contingent upon the insurrection fomented 
by the graduate Lan Sheng-ts'ui in the 
Ma-p'ing district of the Same prefecture, 
which haa but lately been suppressed, still 
require continued attention. The prestige 
and unequalled experience of F6ng Tsze- 
ts'ai are essential to the success of the 
administrative measures in progress ; aiid 
the Governor submits that, as he can ill be 
spared .under present circumstances, his 
journey to Peking should be deferred.- 
For rescript see Gaeette of 5th inst. 

June 25th.-(1) A decree ordering the 
presentation in personal audience on succes- 
sive days, one at  a time, of the twenty- 
three officers of the Imperial Guard who 
have been noted with distinguished com- 
mendation by the Commissioners who have 
lately passed in review the military oacers 
of the capital. 

(2) The Director-General of tlie Grain 
Transport iiieniorializes reportiiig tlütt the 

1 w11ole fleet of gmin jiuik~ 71roceedirig 
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8ibrth~ard along the Grancl Canal had ppassed a peacefid condition-all of is 
I the boundary of Kiangsu into Shantung on verently submitted for the infomaEon og 

the 28th May. . their Majesties the Enipresses arid =is 
June 26 th .41)  A decree in answer to a Maj"st~ 'lie EmperOr. 

memoriai jointly presented by Sh&n Pao- (3) TsUn-k'i, S"13erintendent 0f CiiRtoms 
Governor-General of tlle Two at Calitoll, menlorializes reportbig his re- 

I(iang, arid by the (Xovemor-General and 
t" post, On the expiry of his period 

Goveinor of fihkien, who have requested 0f nlourninS!. Having bad audience of 
that the oficer at  present acting as Magis- leave On the 24th March, he embarked itt 
h t e  of ehe ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ t  of Haichow in , Tientsin On board one of the steamers 
no*bem I(iangsu, by name Lin Ta-ts'iian 0f the China Merchants' C o m ~ a n ~ ,  and 

reached Canton on the 3rd May, whereupon $&%B, m Y  be transferred 0n probation tlie seals of his office were transmitted 
to tiil the newly created post of Prefect of him by the Governor-General, who h d  
North Formosa. The application is acceded lield charge of his post during his abSenCe. 
to, He has to remark that the coast line placed 

(2) Tsai Pih, Imperial Superintendent of under the administration of the C U S ~ O ~  
the Eastern Mausolea, memofializesreport- Hause a t  Canton is of very wide extent, 
Ulg the result of the inspection he in- and that even under normal circumstmce~ 
shituted un tiking office. H e  has carefuuy the task of maintaining close and effectivc 
examined the Zish of the gold and silver supervision is not an easy one. There exist, 
vesse!& the arnaments, altar fiirniture, in addition, the ports of Canton, Swatow, 
&nguigs, etc., tq~ertaining to each of the Hongkong, apnd Nacao, which for maiiyyean 
Mawdea, and found all to be in order ; have been of importance as points of foreign 
but it hm to be noted that at the Yu Ling trade, and, in consequence of this, thc 
(the b u k 1  place of the Emperor K'ien collection of foreign and native duties, thc 

, Lung), it is recorded in the list of provision of funds for Peking and foi 
appurtenances and images deposited in subsidies to otlier provinces, and thc 
the upper storey of the chapel on tlie maintenance of a rigbrous supervision ovel 
east side of the Lung Ng&n Throne Hall, the staff employed and the prevention oi 
that in the 45th year of the r e i p  K'ieri abnses, are niatters in which inteEests d 
Lung (1780), His Majesty ordered the stitir- serioiis ma,@tude are involved. E iung .  
oase to  be taken away and never agaiii to be I chow aiid Pakhoi have of late 6een added 
replaoed. For this reasou, tlie incrnoiialist to tlio number of Open ports, and the 
iias not been able to gaze at tlio coiiteiits of ' üollectorate of both foreign and native 
the  upper rooni ; b ~ i t  hc is in  receirt of Ciiatorns' duties has been simultaneousl~; 
voucliers froni tllc oflicids in cli:~rge 1 iiltroduced. The memorialist promises t c  
declaring all to be iii coiiii)lete urder. Tlie I apply himself with all his efforts to thc 
oxen and sheep wliich are tended in tlie clischarge O& his duty, in consultatior 
enclosure appedaiiiiiig to the Board of with the provincial high aiithorities 
Cetemonies, arid reserved for sacrificial making it his aim to secure the cheerfti 
purposes, are in full and correct number ; subnlission of Chinese aild foreigners alike, 
and the monies and grain respectively and to cause humony to prevad on eithe~ 
deposited in the Treasury and the Pa~vn- side. 
shop of Everlasting Supply, and the (4) The office of Gendarmerie rnemori- 
Granary bearing the Same designation, as alizes forwarding an appeal lodged b~ 
well as the materials stored at the Stone Ts'in W&n-ch&n, a native of &ng-peh 
Gateway on account of the Board of T'ing in Szech'wan, Complaining of acb of 
Worh,  are all forthcoming without de- pillage and murder committed there. AP- 
ficiency, in agreement with the stamped pellant states as f o ~ o w s  :-"I am a native 
vonchers which have been handed over to the of Kiangpeh T'ing, under the prefecture 
memorialist. The guard duty incumbent of Ch'ung-k'ing Fu in Sze-ch'wan, and a a  
upon the soldiery of the Eight Banners 
m d  of the detachments of troogs of the 
regular Chinese army, in patrolling the 
neighbmhoo'd of the Mausolea, the Lung 
P u h  Sze temple, and the temporary restiiig 
place of tlieir late Majesties' remains, is all 
duly performed ; the trees planted for tlie 
regiqation of the Invisible Inflnences 
(fhg shui) are well grown and flour- 
ishing, and the neighbonrhood is in 

aged 49. I live at  Hwang-t'u P o  in th 
sub-J'refecture aforesaid, and am a bamboo- 
seuer by trade. I n  the third moon of hf~ 
y e u  (April, 1876), certain villains namea 
Ch'bn Tsze-ch'un, etc., banded themeelvea 
togetller with the lawless offendem Ch'& 
1-ho arid others, to the number of SeveraI 
thoiisanda, and made an attack, f d y  
upon the d a g e  I liie in. They bcfrnt 
down the dwellings of the vilhgers, I 

I 





this account solicited. Let Wan Shun 
8 jE go as Superintendent of the Manu- 
factory at  Soochow. 

(2) A decree based upon a memorial f1'0m 
T s h g  Kwoh-ts7üan, Governor of Shansi, 
who has lately taken up his 06ce in  that 
proTinCe successor to Pao Yuan-shh. 
H e  r e p o d ,  in continuation of the state- 
ments laid before the Throne by the late 
Governor with reference to the famine 
with which the province has been d i c t e d ,  
arid the measures taken to afford relief from 
the stores of grain on  hand, that, following 
upon the entire failure of last autumn's 
harnest, drought has agmn prevailed 
throughout the first half of the current 
year, and it hm been impossible to  sow 
the ground for the autumn crops. In  view 
of the great numbers of persons who will 
be &pendent upon the distribution of 
relief for their support, the stores of grain 
will not sufüce to meet the demands upon 
them, and it  is urgently necessary to devise 
measures for providing a further supply. 
The request preferred is acceded to, and 
the Governor is authorized to appropriate 
a sum of Tls. 200,000 from the ainount 
previously allotted for remittance to Peking, 
on account of the nietropolitan expenditure, 
and to employ it in purchasing grain for 
distribution in the afflicted districts under 
official superintendence. The various local 
authorities are to  be required to take active 
and efficient measures to ensure the relief 
being equably distributed, and to allow not 
a single individual to  be left in a destitute 
condition. Report is farther to be made 
respecting the rernissions or postponements 
of taxation which shoiild be granted in the 
various districts affected. 

(3) Li  Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, memorializes representing the snm- 
total of the contributions raised in the 
province, under sanction obtained by a 
previous application from the memorialist, 
on behalf of the population aftlicted by the 
famine of last year in  the region under Iiis 
jurisdiction. The amounts collected to  the 
end of April, 1877, including large Sums con- 
tributedby officials in other provinces, are as 
follows :-In silver, Tls. 163,617.5.6.7.5.6 ; 
i n  copper cash, 25,962 strings of Tientsin 
currency, equivalent, at the exchange of 
3,600 cash per tael, to  Tls. 7,417.9.8.5.7.1.3 ; 
in rice, 500 piculs, equivalent, at Tls. 2.5 
per picul, to Tls. 1,250 ; in millet, piculs 
5,623.8, equivalent, at Tl. 1.8 per picul, to 
Tls. 10,122.8 ; in Barbadoes' niillet? piculs 
4,270, equivalent, at Tl. 1.5 per picul, to 
Tls. 6,406.3 ; andin clothing, 25,530 pieces, 
valued at Tl. 1 each. The total ainount 
thus contributed iß Tls. 214,344.7. This 

includes the amounts of Tls. 60,000 sub 
scribed by the oficials. of Hupeh, arid, 
Tls. 6,000 by the Taotai a t  ~ i & ~  
which have dready been reported to ihr 
Throne. The funds thus coUected bve . 
been disbursed from time to time in def j to the afflicted population of Chihli arid of 
the government of Shun-t'ien F u  (the 
region surrounding Peking.) Further re- 
port will be made hereafter of the 8-8 

not carried into the account made up to 
the middle of April; and meanwhile the 
customary steps are taken to enable the 
Boards to  propose the appropriate rewards 
and distinctions upon the various sub 
scribers, according to the standing regula 
tions.-Rescript : I t  is noted. 

(4) I n  a postscript memorial, thc 
Governor-General Li Hiing-chang observei 
that, in a former representation on thr 
subject of the services reridered by thr 
members of his staff in transactions con 
nected with foreign affairs, the name o 
Ts'ien Yung-tsbng $$$ B, a titulai 
expectant assistant Secretary of the Boari 
of Revenue, was included, on whose behali 
he had solicited the bestowal of a superioi 
degree of the Same description of rank. 
with immediate appo-ntment to substantivt 
ofice. To this the !Board of Civil Office 
had objected on the ground that the regu 
lations do not admit of functionaries ot 
this class, if not Manchus, who havc 
distinguished themselves by servicee 
rendered in the provinces, being recom. 
mended for actual appointnlents af 
Peking ; and the Board memorialized 
asking that he be reqiured to propose 
a different form of reward for the in 
dividual in question. It is the memo- 
rialist's diity to take action in obedience tc 
the commands received ; and he has now tc 
state, with reference to  Ts'ien Yung-tseng, 
the subject of the present application, 
that he is a trustworthy and experienced 
public servant, distinguished by both care- 
fulness and intelligence, and thoroughl~ 
versed in administrative affairs. H e  has 
for a length of time rendered meritorioue 
service by his diligence in connection with 
international business ; and when he accom- 
panied the meinorialist last year to Chefoo, 
the assistance he rendered in dealin,a 1~1th 
important questions of public P O ~ ~ C Y  was 
more than ever valuable. I t  is now Pro- 
posed tliat he may be transferred to the 
list bf expectant Department Magistrates, 
arid placed On a provincial list to  awaii 
appointment, and also that he  maY havc 
conferred iipon him the brevet rank oj 
prefect.-Rescript :-Be it as is proposed, 
Let the Board of Civil Office take note 



(N.B.-The individual referred to above is 
understood to have filled for a number of 
years a post in the Governor-General's 
service corresponding in some measure to 
that of private secretary. H e  has dis- 
charged, in particular, the duty of draught- 
ing the memorials addressed to the Throne 
by the Governor-General with reference to  
foreign affairs ; and in general he has filled 
a position somewhat similar to that which 
was occupied by the Governor-General 
himself, a quarter of a century ago, on the 
staff of Tseng Kwoh-fan.) 

July 1st.-(1) Ch'ung HOW, acting Go- 
vernor General of Sheng-king, with his 
colleague Ming Ngan, Vice-President a t  
the head of the Moukden Board of Punish- 
ments, memorializes reporting the result of 
a trial held in the case of an Imperial 
clansman named Ming Hai, accused of 
causing the death of a Buddhist priest 
named Wang Sing-tsing by stabbing. The 
case goes back to 18'10, in the autumn of 
which year, it appears, the priest Wang 
proposed to an acquaintance named Lin 
Siang that they would combine to Open a 
gambling house at  Moukden, which they 
forthwith proceeded to do. Waiig provided a 
brass bowl, which he had had in his posses- 
sion, and one hundred dominoes, each of 
which was to be reckoned, [for gaming 
~ m o s e s l .  a t  1000 current cash : and Lin 

ha;inggot ready a tablc, her;chcs, and 
othcr itpi>urteilanccs. the cstablisiunent was 
openedA&e Same day. Lin Siang acted as 

Croupier B&@ B, and Wang under- 
took the task of passing round the bowl 
and collecting the dominoes. Persons, by 
name unknown, were in the habit of 
coming in daily to  gamble, and up to the 
day on which the accused was apprehended 
on the charge of murder, the keepers of 
the table made a profit of from 10 to 30 
tiao of current cash per diem. On the 2nd 
October, 1870, three Imperial clansmen, 
via., one named Sung T'ien, Ming Hai, who 
wasunder conviction for an offence com- 
mitted, and Ming Shen, since deceased, 
came in one after the other to do some bet- 
ting. Shortly afterwards, the bowl being 
with Sung T'ien, he was a loser to the ex- 
tent of four dominoes ; but the priest Wang 
believed that the number was in reality 
five. When the bowl was lifted, Sung T'ien 
concealed one of the dominoes, where- 
npon an altercation arose between himself 
and Wang, the latter exclaiming. " You 
and your yellow-red girdle ! Al1 you are 
fit for is to ewin* ! You never think of 
scting decently ! (N.B.-The allusion to 
the colour of the Imperial clansnian's girdle 

implies that he was a man di;rugramd for 
misconduct.) High words continuea b- 
tween .the two, until Wang, drawing a 
double-barrelled foreign pistol, loaded arid 
capped it, and was about to G e  at  Ming 
Hai. The latter, fearing he was about 60 
get the worst of it, snatched up a sharp- 
pointed knife, and made a threatening 
plunge with it  in  the direction of Wang, 
the result being that the latter was stabbed 
in the abdornen, and fell down with a loud 
cry, dying shortly afterwards from theeffects 
of the wound. An alarm being given by de- 
ceased's mother, the parties were taken into 
custody, and sundry trials have been held, 
the result of which has been unsatisfactory. 
A special court has now been convened by 
the memorialist's orders, a t  which a Secre- 
tary of the Board of Punishments has pre- 
sided, with the local Superintendent of the 
Imperial clansmen acting as Assessor. Ming 
Hai is sentenced to death by strangulation, 
according to statute, for the act of 
murder in the Course of a personal en- 
counter of which he is proved guilty, 
and to be confined in the Prison of the 
Clan Court pending conlirmation of his 
sentence. The keeper of the gambling 
table, Lin Siang, and the other individuals 
concerned, are respectively sentenced to 
bastinadoing and temporary banishment, 
according to 1aw.-Referred by rescript for 
the consideration of the Imperial Clan 
Court. 

(2) Yüan Pao-heng, a senior vice- 
President of the ~ o & d  of Punishments, 
memorializes referring to the tokens 
of Imperial favour which were bestow- 
ed, on four dzerent  occasions during 
the two late reigns, upon his grandmother, 
in whose honour, moreover, a monument 

4i 
commemorating her arrival a t  the age of 
100 yeaw was erected. In  December, 1873, 
while holding the post of Commissary 
General for the supplies of the Army in 
Kansuh, he received three months' leave of 
absence from his late Majesty, to  enable 
him to pay his grandmother a visit ; and 
both rnemorialist and all his hoiisehold are 
penetrated with boundless gratitude for the 
distinguished favours they have enjoyed. 
I n  August, 1875, memorialist's grandmother 
died at the family home, as was diily re- 
ported at  the time by the Governor of 
Honan. During the two years that have 
elapsed since,then, no steps have been taken 
toward interment of the remains, owing to . 
unsatisfactory circiimstances connected with 
the burial ground ; but it has been declared 
by the geomancers that the sixth moon of 
the present year will be a favourable time 

1 for completing this ceremony. Memorialist j 1 M. 

1 





prayer, on behalf of the irrigation of the 
country around Ch'eng-tu Fu, which is en- 
tirely dependent upon the water supply 
derived from the local conduit system, is 
entitled to reverent gratitude. The memo- 
rial tablets applied for are ordered to be 
prepared in the usual manner, and the 
Board of Ceremonies is commanded to 
consider and report with reference to the 
adrlition of a title of honour. 

(3) A Decree. Let the Colonel-Adjutant, 
Siu Pen @ @, succeed to the post of 
Brigade-General of the left wing of the 
Manchu garrison of Si-ngan Fu. 

(4) The Censor Kwoh Ts'ung-kü me- 
morializes drawing attention to disorderly 
conduct on the part of gradiiates at recent 
examinations. H e  represents that when 
the graduates of the examination lately 
concluded at Peking were assembled within 
the Imperial precincts on the 2nd June 
last for the Palace competition, before the 
preliminary ceremony of prostrations was 
completed, they sprang to their feet in 
wild confusion, and began to scrample for 
the blank essay forms. The Secretary of 
the Board of Ceremonies, who was in 
attendance, in endeavouring to quell the 
riotous proceeding aud to keep possession 
of the Papers, had the back of his hand 
lacerated by the finger-nails of the con- 
tending graduates. Such want of re- 
verence as this for the Imperial halls has 
surely never before been displayed by the 
lettered class ! The example must un- 
doubtedly have been set, in  the first 
instance, by one or two persons, but it  was 
followed by the entire assemblage, withoiit 
a thought of the place where such conduct 
was indulged in, or of the station occupied 
by the individuals who were guilty of this 
unseemly brawling. The Censor recalls 
other instances in which, at varioiis ex- 
aminations held in  the provinces of late 
years, the students have been giiilty of 
riotous conduct ; and he solicits a Decree 
enjoining a stricter maintenance of dis- 
cipline upon the educational functionaries 
throughout the Empire.-For resdript See 
Gazette of June 21st. 

(5) Tseng Kwoh-ts'uan, lately appointed 
Governor of Shansi, memorializes report- 
ing his arrival at the provincial capital on 
the 4th June last, and his assumption on 
the Same day of the seal of office. 

July 6th.-No documents of importance. 
July 7th.-(1) A Decree. We bestow 

upon Ngeh-'rh-k'ing-eh, the brevet rank of 
Manchu Brigade-General, and we appoint 
him Commandant of the troops at  Ku- 
oh'eng (Guchen.) Let Ts'ung Chih ,$$, 

succeed him in the office of Brigade- 
General of Liang-chow. 

(2) Tso Tsung-t'ang, GovprnoT-General 
of Kansuh, etc., memorializes with Fe- 
ference to the inspection of the officem of 
the established forces, termed the k& 
chhq @B, which, according to regula- 
tion, should be held once in  five years. 
The lmt period was i n  1812, and instruc- 
tions have been received from the Board of 
War directing that it be proceeded with 
this year in Kansuh. The Governor- 
General represents that as a consequence 
of the campaign but lately concluded 
against the insurgents in h s u h  and 
Shensi, and the active operations now in 
Progress beyond the Wall, the arrange- 
ments as regards military appointments are 
necessarily so irrewlar as to make com- 
pliance with the standing regulations 
impossible for the present. H e  requests 
that the quinquennial scrutiny may be 
postponed until the next recurring period. 
-Granted by rescript. 

(3) Shen Pao-cheng, Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang, memorializes with re- 
ference to the importance of Sü-chow Fu, 
in northern Kiangsu, as an administrative 
division. From the days of antiquity, this 
region has been a nursery of brave and in- 
dependent characters, and from the middle 
period of the Ming dynasty (15th century 
A.D.)tothepresenttime, the characterof the 
population has been marked by a tendency 
to brigandage and disorder, fostered by the I 
opportunities held forth to the people at  
the commencementof the periodin question, 
of abandoning the pursuits of agriculture 
and betaking themseIves to employments in 
connection with the grain transport service. 
Whilst in former times this service enabled 

$ 
the Government to furnish lucrative em- 
ployment to the people, the region has 
remained, since the rebellion, in a condi- 
tion of complete disorganization, the grain- ' 
junks having been destroyed by either , 
violence or natural decay, and the Yellow 
River having changed its Course, moreover, 
to a more northern oiitlet. The drought 
and consequent scarcity of last year, with 

a plague of locusts, which has reduced the 
population to absolute destitution and 

d 
their attendant evils, have beenfollowed by - 

misery. Although measures for the relief 
of the distressed population have been 
instituted by the Governor-General, in con- 
junction with his colleagues and with the 
notables and traders, not more than one or 
two w e s  in the hundred, or even thousands, 
have been reached in this manner, although 
the amount contributed from public and 



Bhe:hiung, is an extremely intelligent man, 
arid one, moreover, who k weil versed in 
lad howledge and faniiliar with the 
&u.matances of the people. His range of 
capwity is not, however, adapted to bis 
p0sitionl-it is that of the h e  needle 
rather than of the broad axe. An official 
of  a different order is Twan K'i, at present 
holding the office of Grain Intendant of 
Kiangsi, who has served for a length of 
time in divers capacities under the Gov- 
ernor-General, and who has been employed 
on a variety of special missions. H e  has 
not yet taken up his office in Eiangsi, 
haring but just concluded an investigation 
he was appointed to conduct into the abuses 
of the Hwai-ngan salt supply System ; and 
it  is solicited that he may be now perrnitted 
to exchange posts with the f i s t  named in- 
dividual. This being done, each will bring 
his several talents to bear in an appropriate 
fie1d.-Granted by rescript. 

July 8th.-(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from the Governor-General and 
Governor of Yünnan, who have reported 
1 capture of a titular sub-Prefect by 

--hwe, Chang Hü-chung by name, who 
had collected a band of adherents in the 
P1ing-i district, had fortified himself in  a 
gtockade, and had committed sundry acts 
of murder. On troops being sent against 
him he offered armed resistance, but his 
stockade has been carried by assault and 
the country restored to order by his appre- 
hension. AS recommended in tlie memo- 
rial, it is coinmanded that he deprived of 
1 ank and forthwith subjected to capital 

shment. 
(2) A second decree, based upon a memo- 

fial from the same quarter, in which the 
Su~~ress ion  of an attempt at insurrection 
On the part of two Mahommedan brigands, 
named Li Lao-pa and Wang Fa-yeo, 1s 
re~orted. The band assembled by these 
oiltlaws had made an irruption into the 
Kw'bn-miq district in  April last, but thek 
attem~ted ravages were put an end to by a 
fOrce led qaiacit them by the district 

Wang Fa-yeo was taken 
~risoner  arid summarily execiited. Re- 
~ ' t ~ d s  are granted i n  compliance with the 
rmommendation submitted, in favour of 

the officials W ~ O  have distinguislied them- 
selves on this occasion. 

(3) .A decree, embodying th, text oj 
" bemgn mandate " of the Empresses 
gent, who have been moved by the Boa 
of Ceremonies to fix a day on which tl„ 
birthday of his Majesty the Emperor shall 
be celebrated, the actual date being one 
~reviously appropriated to fasting ritual. 
The 26th day of the 6th moon (5th Augi~st 
in the current year) is according selecte(1, 
and it  is commanded that this date be ad- 
hered to for the futilre. 

July 9th.-(1) A--~ecree. Let Wang 
Pi-ta x&bg succeed to the oost 
of Intendant ofthe Ngan-Buh ~ k c u i i  in 
Kansuh. 

(2) Yen Hü, Military Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of Jeh-ho, memorializes reporting 
the results of his inspection of the Imperial 
Hunting Grounds, stating the localities at 
which, according to the opinion he hm 
formed, the proprietary rights of the 
sqiiatter agriculturists must <ecessarily be 
recognized, and those which he proPoses to 
maintain as an uninhabited reserve hence- 
forward. 

Joly 10th-(1) A Decree. Let K&h- 
ts'u-k6h succeed to the post 
of extra Vice-President of the Mongolian 
Superintendency. 

(2) The Governor-General of Min-ch& 
memorializes reporting the sum of further 
subscriptions contributed in different 
quarters toward the relief of the dktress 
which was occasioned by floods at  Foochow 
last year. Two lists have already been 
submitted to the Throne, of the amounts 
contributed by the siiperior official body 
of the province, headed by the Governor 
and the late acting Governor-General, as 
well as of the subscriptions in money and 
in rice and clothing which came forward 
from the officials and notables both of this 
and otlier provinces. A farther amoimt nf 
$2,660 in foreign currency, equ iden t  
Tls. 1,965.3.2.lin sycee at Treasury weigL„ 
has now been raised in Kiangsu and in 
Kwangtung, by subscription from officials 
and traders, through tlie exertions of two 
Taotais respectively ; and the list of SU' 

scribers of this amount, which has bei 
handed over to the Provincid Board for 
distribiition, is now submitted to  the 
Throne, with the request that due tokens 
of the Imperial favour may be conferred 
upon tlie donors. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiails and the Governor of Zangsu iointlv 
memgrialize with reference to the aipoiG- 
ment which is to be made of an officer to 



succeed to the post of Prefect of Soochow, central salt-tax office has now, 
in  conformity with a decree dated 29th been set on foot at Moukden, 

, October, 1876. The most eligible Person offices established under compe 
' 1  for this appointment, in consideration of legates at the salt-producing 
P the weighty responsibilities attaching to along the coast. A levy is order 

the post, they represent to be T'an Kün- tiao 400 cash of looal currencv Der 

- e ,  @ , at  present titular 
Prefect of Ch'ang-chow Fu, but acting 
as Prefect a t  Soochow. H e  is 42 years 
of age, and was appointed to the Pre- 

I fectship of Ch'ang-chow by decree in  
1873, after serving for a niimber of years 
as Censor in divers capacities at Peking. 
H e  is a native of Kweichow, and. took his 
kü-jdn degree at Pekiiig in 1859, becom- 
ing a tsin-sze in  1862, from which degree he 
was passed into thc eategory of Hanlin Prob- 
ationers. Passing out of this class in 1863, 
he was appointed to  the rank of Hanlin 
Compiler, and he was employed for some 
time in the Imperial Historiographers' 
office, receiving appointments, further- 
more, on eeveral occasions, in  connection 
with the metropolitan examinations. His 
&st appointment SLEL a Censor dates from 
1869. Diuling the period he has held the 
seal of office as acting Prefect of Soochow, 

11 I. since the end of February last, he has 

h J 
st~ewn himself intelligent, experienced, and 
energetic, and his transference to the sub- 
stantive appointment is accordingly re- 
commended.-&script : Let the Board 
of Civil office consider and report. 

July 11th.-(1) Ch'ung How, acting 
Governor-General of F6ng-t'ien, memori- 
alizes reporting the measures he has adopted 
with a view to the increase of the revenue 
derived from salt, in  obedience to the con- 
fidential Decree, issued in consequence of 
the recommendations of the Censor Liu 
Sih-kin, in which he was commanded to take 
the subject into careful consideration. H e  
represents that the question is a difficult 
one owing to the fact that no duty 
has been imposed upon the salt con- 
sumed in the three Manchurian provinces 
since the establishment of the reigning 
dynasty ; whilst at the saine time it must 
be admitted that the production along the 
coast of Bang-t'ien, and the consumption 
in the three provinces and among the 
adjacent tribes of the Mongols, are both 
very considerable in  amount. The Zikim tax 
upon salt which was introduced some years 
ago was arranged on the basis of a levy of 
one tiao of Fang-t'ien currency per tan of 
six hundred catties ; and as the current 
selling price at Moukden is 14 tiao 400 cash 
per tan, the amount of Zikin would certainly 
bear augmenting without detriment to the 
people in their means of subsistence. A 

salt, 8110th~ of the amounc collected to  
go to public account, and 2110th~ to defray 
the cost of collection. The salt producers 
are further authorded to add 600 cmh, 
local currency, to the selling cost of their 
salt per tun; and as the rate of Zelcin now 
imposed will not reach the amount of one 
cmh, Government currency, Per catty, the 
excheqiier will to some extent be benefited 
withoiit any serious augmentation in, the 
selling price of this necessary article. 
Under the loose system heretofore prevail- 
ing, however, the tun, nominally of 600 
catties, hss been weighed or measured by 
private scales or measures, so that the 
amount actually passed as a tan. has been 
nearer 800 dr 900 catties. Official scdes 
and measures are now to be supplied to al l  
the producing Stations, and licenses to pur- 
chase, issued on triplicate forms under the 
Governor-General's seal, are to be produced 
by all intending buyers, who will pay the 
amount of likin before effecting the pur- 
chase. For the future, all salt which shall 
be found in Course of transportation un- 
protected by one of these transit passes, 
or separated from the pass, is to be dealt 
with on the footing of contraband. 

(2) The Yaman of Gendarmerie memo- 
rializes forwarding an appeal lodged by 
Fang T'ien-hung, a native of the district 
of P'eng-shui in  Yeo-yang-chow in the  
province of Sze-ch'wan, who complams 
against his cousin Feng T'ien-sing and others 
for burglariously attacking the dwelling of 
two other of his kinsmen, in  consequence 
of a dispute which took place in  1863 with 
reference to money mattem. Appellant's 
father and one of his cousins were 
murdered on this occasion, and their 
property carried off. Appeals to the local 
authorities for justice have passed un- 
heeded, and acts of violence and oppression 
have continued to be indulged in with 
impunity by the hostile faction.-Referred 
in the usual manner. 

July 12th.-(Court Circular.) Chow Ta- , 

Wu, late General-in-chief of the provincial 
forces in Kweichow, paid his respects 
on his arrival at Peking, and had audience. 



(Jtovernor of Kiangsu,. until the receipt of 
& present appointment, by way of 
ChinFang, Ch'ang-chow, and SOOC~OW. In 
recapitdating, as ia customary, the im- 
portant duties he is now called $0 discharge, 
he refers to Ningpo, long established a 
Treaty port, and W&nchow, but h t e l ~  
opened to foreign trade, the last named 
addition to his responsibilities requbing, 
in pdicular,  an extra degree of attention. 
He only promise the most seddous 
w e  in the discharge of h% duty, conscious 
as he is of his personal shortcomings. 

(2) The Same functionary memopi- 
with referenoe t o  an expectant sub- 

Prefect named Chao Pao-shen, here- 
tofore in Charge of the office established 
for the collection of fnnds by the sale of 
rank and titles for the purpose of provid- 
h g  means for the repair of the sea 4 . l ~  on 
the coast of Cheh-kiang. This office was 
closed by Decree last year, but the 
individual in question has failed to comply 
with repeated injunctions to account for 
a balance of $39,000, and other Sums, for 
which he remains responsible. A decree 
is solicited Stripping hirn of his rank, in 
order that'he may be placed on trial.-For 
rescript aee Gazette of June 27th. 

July 13th.-(I) The Governor-General 
and Governor of Fuhkien memoriake re- 
presenting that owing to the disasters in  
the shape of flood and f i e  to which Foochow 
has been subjected during the past twelve 
months, and to the deficient harvests of 
the province, the selling cost of rice has 
been notably increased, necessitating mea- 
sures for procuring additions to the supply, 
as has already previously been reported. 
The province of Fuhkien, even in ordinary 
times, does not produce a sufticiency of 
grain for its own consumption. Formosa, 
Shanghai, and W6nchow and T'aichow in 
Chehkiang are habitually looked to as 
sources of supply. Of late, however, 
Formosa has had nothing to spare from its 
own requirements, owing to short harvests 
and increase of population ; whilst the pro- 
duce of Chehkiang has been diverted to 
meet the still more pressing needs of Shan- 
tung arid Kiang Peh. Concurrently with 
this state of affairs, acarcity has made itself 
feit in the up-country districts of Fuhkien, 
arid the price of rice had risen with great 
"pidity both iii that region and in the City 
0f Foochow- The influx of popuiation 
m ~ e d  by the opening of the tea season 
na tura l l~  increases the demand, and causes 
a still f d h e r  rise in  prices ; arid with a 
"ew, to deviate  as far as possible the 
suffering entailed upon the masses, the 
memoriali~ts have addressed themselves on 

the one hand to the expectant Taotai H u  
Kwang-yung, lately acting as Commissary 
for the Western campaign (the Hangchow 
banker), and on the other to sundry notahles 
resident in Kwangtung, desiring them to 
make purchases of rice in the producing 
districts. As the result of these measures, 
25,000 piculs of Saigon and other rice have 
been procured from Canton and Hongkong, 
and 51,000 piculs of Japanese rice have 
been shipped from Shanghai by H u  Kwang- 
yung, in addition to which 6,000 piculs have 
been siipplied through mercantile agency. 
I t  is proposed to make up the amount by 
further purchases to 100,000 piculs in  all ; 
and 13,000 piculs have been forwarded to 
the up-couutry districts for sale at  reduced 
rates through the local authorities. The 
Same system is to be carried out at Foo- 
chow, in addition to gratuitous distribution 
of relief where necessary ; and encourage- 
ment has been held out to certain 
indiiiduale named to continue importing 
further quantities. 

(2) Ku-ni-yin-pu, acting Military Gover- 
nor of &in, memorializes stating that, 
on the apprehension of mounted brigands 
being reported, it is customary, after 
ascertaining from the depositiom forwarded 
that the provisions of the law are complied 
with, to send back orders for the swm- 
mary execution of the prisoners. It has 
lately appeared, however, that the military 
oflicers in command of expeditions are in 
the habit of represeiiting the common 
members of gangs of banditti, when 
captured, as "brigarid chiefs," and of 
reporting the slaughter of luge  numbers, 
when, possibly, a single marauder has 
been killed, their object being to gain 
credit for themselves. It is very necessary 
that stringent measures be taken to correct 
such malpractices, before they degenerate 
into a standing abuse. It is now proposed, 
accordingly, that henceforward, whenever 
captures of banditti are effected, of whatever 
degree of importance, one prisoner shall be 
sent in charge of a special officer to give 
evidence before the superior authorities ; 
and that whenever any of this class of cri- 
minals are slain in combat, the left ear'of 
each body shall be cut off and forwarded 
to the provincial capi5al by way of testimony. 
This proposal is humbly submitted for 
sanction.-Rescript : I t  is noted 

July 14th.-(1) A decree in answer to  a 
memorial from Tseng Kwoh-ts'üan, Gov- 
ernoi: of Shansi, who has denounced the 
deceased Magistrate of the Department of 
P'ing-ting Chow as a defaulter on account 
of public monies for which he was respon- 
sible on handing over charge of his office, 
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,Y4&e aw, itnt of Taels 17,180, over and that can be given them ig tearful 
$M?e such other deficiencies as are covered anguish at  the sufferings which w e  
% aasets forthcoming. The family of the powerless to relieve. The Covernor ad 
~ i d  defund official have set at defiance the his subordinates can but fervently offer up 
arclers issued for repayment of the amounts supplications for the speedy coming of the 
ouing, instead of doing which they have blessed rain; but in despite of all, the 
pr~vily returned to their place of residente. snn glitters red in midheaven, and bis 

property be sequestrated to make good his earth. The seed-time having now gone by, 
lidbilities. and rain having failed at its accustomed 

(2) A rescript, confirming a list of pro- period, it is useless to think of planting 
motions to various niilitary posts, on the where this has not yet been done ; and 
reconimendation of the Comrnissioners ap- where the seed is in the ground, grave 

C I t  is ordered hereupon that deceased's scorchiilg terrors blaze abroad upon the - , 

pointed from the Grand Secretariat to pass cause for anxjety miist still be felt. As 
the candidates in review. the resiilt of the memorialist's deliberations 

(3) Tseng Kwoh-ts'iian, Governor of with the provincial administrators, he feels 
Shansi, memorializes representing the con- that he cannot do otherwise than ask per- 
dition to which the province is reduced mission to retain in the province the sum 
by drought, and soliciting assistance from of Taels 200,000 from the amount to be 
the Imperial exchequer. Referring to the remitted this year to Peking as the pro- 
statements heretofore laid before the Throne vincial contribution to the Imperial ex- 
by his predecessor, Pao Yuan-shen, with chequer, and he proposes with this sum to 
reference to the prevailiug famine, he states import supplies of grain from the neighbour- 
that on his joiirney in May last by way of ing provinces for distribution.-For re- 
Honan in the direction of his new post, he script See Gazette of 30th June. 
was an e~ewitness of the extraordinar~ July 15th.-(1) The Governor-General 
degree to which the country had been laid of the Two Kiang rnemoriahes with refer- 
waste by drought. At thiv time, the famine- ence to the recommendation for promotion 
stricken multitude was already to be seen to the rank of expectant ~ ~ ~ t a i  which 
on every hand ; and since his arrival a t  the was advanced sometime ago bebau of 
provincial capital, he has learnt that the 
calamity experienced in eight Prefectures Su Hien-yin @ g R ,  of the Shanghai 
and departnients, which he names, is Arsenal, a t  present invested with the rank 
still more severe in character. Whilst of expectant of selection to the post of 
some of the people have endeavoured to lang-cht6mg or Senior S~cz'etarY of one of 
sustain life by eating the roots of herbs and the Six Boards, arid decorated with the 
the bark of trees, the number of those who peac~ck feather. The Board of Civj.1 Office 
have fallen dead by the roadside he is un- had objected to this recommendation as 
able to estimate. In three departments irregular, arid bad requested that it be 
and three Prefectures, constituting the m ~ n d e d  so as read " for promotion to 
northern section of the province, and in the the appro~riate Office 'after selection to be 
eeven sub-prefectures lying beyond the placed upon the roster of his present rank." 
Wall, owing to the severity of their climate, The instruction of the Board has been 
only one crop is gathered per annum ; and obeyed as in duty bound ; arid a com- 
in the present year, the summer solstice munication havirig now been received 
having already passed, even were rain from tlle Governor-General L i  Hung- 
now to fall, it would be laboiir lost to stating that the official i n  Wes- 
put the seed into the grourld. Though it  tion has been recommended for promotion 
were to put forth its shoots, it could not to the brevet rank of 'i'aotai from 
con~e into ear ; and even were this to liap- that of expectant lang-chu~zy, for ~ ~ v i c e s  
pen, the grain could not possibly ripen. rendered in connection with the Yellow 
The distribution of food from the provincid Rlver works, which m~~mmendat ion  the 
granaries, which was lately ordere& has . Board has sanct~oned, it  is riow solicited 
now been going on for a month, arid reports that he may be placed on the list of Taotais 
come in from all sides aimouncing LIie awaiting employment after he shall have 
approaching exhaiistion of the stock. The received nominat~on to the post of lang- 
local authorities, wlio stand in Eoco parer~tis chung.-Referred by rescript for the con- 
to  the people, cailnot witiiess withont feel- "deratioli. of the Board of Office. 
ings of despair their children die of starva- (2) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
tion before their eyes ; but though they Manufactory at Hangcliow, Shu-lin, mqmo- 
turn t o  their superiors and to the rializes with reference to the rise in the 
Governor hiniself, the only response cost-price of raw silk which formed the_ 
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bj& of a, representation heretofore ad- Governor of Honan (that province being Ld to the Tbone by hirnself and hLB within the Ch'ang-lu salt-distributing area) 
eQ1leagues at ~ o o c ~ o m  arid N&ng (see in  holding iuvestigation into the matter. 
Qkwtte  of 18th Dec., 1876.) In 1875, the (3) Let Pien Pao-ts'uan & @ ,% 
Qovernor of ChA-g reported t0 the succeed to the post of Grain Comptroller 
Throne the CO& 0f silk bei% 2m. of the proVince of Shensi. 
per catty for warp-silk @$ B, arid (4) A Decree. Although since the com- 

mencement of the summer period, rain has 
2 m  76.2~.  7h. for the woof These been experienced in the neighbourhood of 
rates .* lower t h  those found actually Peking, still the degree of moisture hw 
pre+ last y e u  ; but the memorialist not been sufficient, and now, as the period 
oannot pr8s-e to ask for any larger allow- of the "greater heat " (July 23rd) ap- 
an& in the face of orders to the contrary proaches, and the need of rain for the sake 
from the ~ 0 4 ,  and he will do his best of the land under ciiltivation is at its height, 
to aupply the materials ordered from him it  behoves Us revererently to offer up sup- 
for c-ent year by making good the plications on this account. On the 8th of 
&ficiency out of his salary and enforcing this moon (July 18tli), We will in person 
sgorous economy upon all concemed. proceed to the Ta Kao Tien to offer incense. 

july 16th.-(1) A decree based upon a To the She Pint: Ku%, let the Printe of 
rnemorid from the Censor Teng Hwa-hi, Tun, Yih Tsung, proceed ; to the Chao 

has dratvn attention to the occurrence Hien Miao, the Prince of ~ u n g ,  ~ i h   in ; 
of ,jk&8hus floods in the northem part of to the suan Jen Miao, the Prince of Hwei, . 
the province of Kwangtung, and has soli- Yih Siang ; arid to the Ning Ho Miao, the 
dted tho adoption of measures of relief. Beileh Tsai Che, each severaUy to make - 
The Censor has learnt that disastroiis offeings of incense on the day above 
inundations have been caused by extensive named. 
breaches in  the embankment of the July 17th.-(1) A decree, in answer 
North River, in  the Ts'ing-yuan district, to a meinorial from T'an Chung-lin, 
and furthermore that owing to the sud- Governor of Xhensi, who has represent- 
den overflow of a mountain stream in ed that the district of P'u-cheng in 
the department of Lien-chow, upwards that proviuce has lost its harvest owing 

- of 10,000 lives were lost, the local officer to drought during the spring, and who 
of education K'ang Tsan-siu having been consequently solicits a postponement of 
swept away at the Same time and all traces the collection of revenue in that district. 
having been lost of his remains. H e  asks I t  is accordingly granted that the revenue 
that funds may be withdrawn from the coilection for the first half-year be postponed 
investments of the charitable granary at  until the autun~n, when the circumstances 
Canton, for the piirpose of meeting the of the case will be taken into consideration 
re,quirements of the occasion. Injunctions in proceeding with the levy of the taxes due. 
are laid upon the provincial government to (2) Ting Pao-cheng, newly appointed 
enquire forthwith into the extent of the Governor-General of Sze-ch'wan memori- I 

disaster, and to distribute relief wherever alizes soliciting a token of Imperial appro- 
I ; it is most needed, taking care that not a bation on behalf the river gods worshipped . 

single subject be left destitute. Measures at  the provincial capital, Ch'eng-tu Fu. 
are also to be taken forthwith for tlie repair The entire province, he represents, is 
of the embankments ; arid abiises in the coverec! with mountains, and but little 
shape of illegal exactions upon junks con- adapted to agriculture, except in the great 
veying cargoes of grain, as also the engross- plain constitiiting the prefecture of Ch'eng- 
ing of stores of rice with a view to enhanced t u  Fu, with its fourteen subordinate 
prices, are to be stringently repressed. departments and districts. This rich and 

(2) A decree ordering enquiry to be in- well-watered tract of champaign countrg 
stituted, a t  the instance of the Censor Li is wholly dependent for its irrigation 
Kwei-lin, into the conduct of the Magistrate supply upon the canalized river entitled 

inate, the jail-warden, with grasping and 

practice of arbitrary extortions upon the a circiiitous Course to join the central river 
licensed salt-merchants of the district. of the province. Under the rule of the 

of the N g a n - ~ a n ~  district in Honan, whom the Tu Kiang Yen ;)I %, which :a' 
he Charge% in conjunction with his subord- derives its waters from sourCes in  the  in 
corrupt conduct) and especiaUy ~ i t h  the Xhan III&& Fange, and finds jt8 way by , 

The Govenior-General of Chihli, Li Hung- Ts'in dynasty (3rd century B.C.), when the , 
chang, is directed t%coöperate witli the region was devastated by floods, and people ' 

4 



wem debarred from pmtising the ~%ds of ~a t ive  tribes situated within &J b&etgf 
kusbaadry, the Goven~or of Shuh, Li Ping are of Signal importawe. T h  late Pre£ect, 

by name, together with his son 
I Hi-t~eng, died a* Es post on the &IN 
1 of Manch hat, and it is now pr~posed to 

Urh Lang = Hß, excavated two separate appoint as his successor the expe~tant 
,tm 1 channels for the waters, and constructed h f e c t ,  P'6ng Nien-ch6n B &B, 
I I tbe emba*ment of the Tu liiang-yen> b~ who is 31 yearp. of age, s native <rf &&upeh, means of which the flow of the h e r  was , arid who has rendered divers in conducted to subserve the purposes of connection dh the ampdips agaimt the irrigation for the plain of Ch'eng-tu. The I insurgenSs in the province.- gratitude of the people manifested itself in ILeferred by rescriyt for the co118ide*ation the erection of ternples, and the offering of the Board of Civil OaGe, 

of sacrifices to the manes of their bene- I 
factors, upon whom titles of distinction (2) The high authoetieg at Foooh~w 
were, moveover, conferred at intervals dur- memorialize in anwer $0 the dwme h@d 
ing the reign of the Tang, Siing, and Yiian the propod advanced in 1873 b~ 
dynwties. In the 5th year of the rei Censor Teng King-lin, who solicited thac 
ch6ngof thepresentdynasty(A.D. 1 27) the the right of summrJr ex@~utk~n -8 08 
titJe of ~oisture-Di~using, BIelu~ aggravated i"ne shwld be withikawh from 
Aid-Affording, Universal-Support-Touch- the provincial wthorities, rdxJ.iion having 
safing Prince " was conferred upon Li Ping n"W been suppressed On au d d ~ -  Th@ 
by ~ ~ ~ ~ r i a l  mandate, bgether with GOvernor-General and Governor represent 
corresponding title of honour upon hiS that in view of th,e turbulent & J X L C ~ ~  o£ 
son. The supernatural protecting aid of the population of Fuhkien, its Proneness to 
the two deified beings referred to was brigandage and clm-fi~h%, ahd the Prw- 
signally manifested on a recent occasion, tice of resorting to h@way robberies, whic2E 
when the Taotai Ting She-pin entreated " habitual with the W g s  of pers-9 
an interPosition in time of drought ; arid to the nimber of severd tens of thousands, 
it is consequently solicited that further assernble in the u ~ - c o m W  districk for the 
titles of honour be conferred upon the tea-picking season, arid afkrwmds +er80 
divine protectors of the irrigation works, paSties 0f four Or five, t " ~ n g  theh 
and that memorial tablets be vouchsafed band t" marauding when Occasion offe% 
for the decoration ~f *beir temple.-For it is inexpedient to revert for the preeent 
rescript see Gazette of 5th inst. (N.B.-The . t0 the lega1 system 0f d e l a ~  in all Gases 
celebration of acts of supernatural inter- " the execution of capital 8sntences.- 
position by the deities offiaially recognized Rescr$ : Let the Board of Punishmentff 
in the Chinese Governmental pantheon is t&ke nOte. 
B specialty of the Governor-General Ting (3) In a pastscript memorial the Gover- 
Pao-ch6ng, who has been continuall~ active nor-General and Governor of F~irhkien ad8 
in thk respect during the last few years, that, just as they were closing their fore- 
whilst holding office as Governor of Shan- going report, the &y of Foochow hw b e e ~  
tung, as the translations of the Peicing once more visited by an extraordinary 
Gazette serve to shew. In the Taotai Ting flood. Rh, whioh set in heavily on the 
Bhe-pin he probably find8 a congenial 8th June, continued without intermission 
suhordjna'te, as it was this o@cial who, until the 15th, the river rising to such a 
while holding an appointment &s Secretary height, in coneequence, as to flood the streets 
in the Ymen of Foreign Affaire in 1871, within the city waUs to a depth of from 
was the first to bring to light the rain- 3 to 7 feet. The downpour fell. off to some 
producing virtues of the "Iron Tab1et"- extent on the Wth, and the flood abated a 
nee Gazette of July Qth, 1876.) little ; but on the night of the 16th m d  

July 18th.-(1) The high authorities of throughout the following day rain fell again 
Yünnan memorialize with reference to the in torrents, the % d s  brought dem bg the 
appointment of an official to the post of river being still furthw swollen by a high 
Prefect of Pu-urh Fu, on the southern tide from seawards whioh prevented the 
border of the province, the importance of escape of the water. On the 17th, water 
which jurisdiction is enhanced by its lying stood to the height of 6, 7, and 8 feet in- 
on the frontiers of Burmah and Southern side the city, and upwards of a clmr~g (11 
Laos. The region is distinguished above feet English) in height outside the walls, 
itlL others by the deadiness of its climate, +nd the rushing of the flood was echoed 
owing to the miasmata with which it continually by the crash of falling houses. 
abounds, whilst the duties irnposed upon At dawn on the 15th, the Governord 
its administration, in the control of the General betook hinmelf to the 8011th 
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~ ~ b ,  where .he ~ S M  b k d f  00 the 
; and the GovernOr, dthough suf- 

fering s m ~ i y  fmm ü I n - 9  similarly 
fook up near the West Gate. 
From these two @hr ' they.hcted the 
mesures adopted f ~ r  rescmg the difl- 
tressed who were brought to 
places of safety $Y dy-S of boats arid rafts 
pro&led for the pnk'pse- The flood did 
not begin to r&ede until the 19th, by which 
time peat de&mation had been wrought, 
though fortum&ly unattended with loss 
of life. have been sent ts Shanghai 
arid H~&i,ng for supplies of rice to meet 
the necwsiti$a of the po ulation ; and 
rneanWh& it ia Bhwwed tEat whilst the 
aood of last y w  wafi more serious than 
that of 1834 or 1844, the pre- 
sent flood exeeeded the proportions 
even of th& experienced last year. 
The m e m o r i M ~ '  can only ascribe the 
reverity of SR& a visitation to their 
own oiücial shortcuming, which has pre- 
vented their b s ~ ~ ~ h i n g  with. due effect 
the harmony of the Celestxal powern. 
They undertake th& proper enquiry shall 
be made i@to the extent of the calamity, 
and further ~epor t  be laid before the 
Throne. T b y  d d  snote to the effect that 
the memo* bo which this postscript is 
appendeicl b-B dabe the 14th June, but 
that oiwihgto tlie flood, it wm not until 
the 19th that klaey were able to despatch 
it from their station on the walls. 

(4) The Oovernor-General of Min-Cheh, 
Ho Kkg, adds a further postscript dwell- 
ing upon the heavy increase of expenditure 
which is entailed upon the Governor of 
Fuhkisn bg: his periodical visit to Formosa, 
-an outda7 he is positively unable to afford. 
The pmtaf Governor of hhk ien  is the least 
lucrative of all provincial governorships ; 
and aU al.l levy of contributions from in- 
fe* dbprtments is invariably abstained 
froh by itb Governor, wherever he may 
be, the cost of his journey, and of 
the salarieg i t  is necessary to d o r d  wtth a 
liberal band to his suite, in order to make 
Bure of th& willing service, is a charge 
which htw caused him great embarrassment. 
The Goveraior-General discussed the qiies- 
tion Oe--wes, which he knew to be in- 
evitable, with Li Hung-chang, the Governor- 
General of ahihli, m d  with Shen Pao-chbng 
at Nanking, when On his way to his post 
frOm Pek@ mme months ago ; and they 
"Peed with him that an allowance must be 
rnade. He fecommends that in the Same 
waY as &e K=fhMct authorities throughoixt 
the ~ ~ v i n m  rweive an allowance in aid of 
their ~ffia expemes under the head of 
tsin-t'@ ao the Governor may be permitted 

to draw a sum from the prowicial li& 
revenue in aid of his additional expenditure. 

, -Rescript : Henceforward, when croosing 
to Formosa, let the Governor receive a 
special allowance of Tb. 1,500 per mewem. 
Let the Board of Revenue take note. 

July 19th.-No documents of import- 
ance. 

July 20th.-(1) A Decree. The Censor 
Teng K'ing-lin has memorialized Us stating 
that the area of consumption of the licensed 
Tea rnonopoly of Tiansuh is infringed upon 
by illicit introductions from Kwei-hwa 
Ch'eng. He suggests that the matter be 
placed inthe hands of the Governor-General, 
who should appoint officials to establish a 
special board to deal with the matter ; and 
also that the Tea-licences emanating from 
the Mongolian Superintendency be discon- 
tinued. Let the Yamens concerned take 
the questiou into consideration and report 
upon it to Us. 

(2) A decree Ln answer to a memorial 
from the acting Governor of Shantung, who 
has denounced the deceased Department 
Magistrate of Lin-ts'ing Chow for a de- 
ficiency in the revenue account of tha 
Custom Houses established at that point 
on behalf of the Boards of Revenue 
and Works, during his tenure of office, 
to the amount of Tls. 12,009. It is or- 
dered that the deceased official be strip- 
ped of hia rank, and that any property of 
which he may be found to have been pos- 
sessed may be sequestraled to make good 
the deficit. 

(3) The Cfovernor-General of Yün-Kwei 
and the Governor of Yiinnan memorialize 
observing that, in consequence of the pro- 
tracted campaigns in that province against 
the insurgents, in the Course of which both 
men and money were insufliciently forth- 
coming, the only praoticable resource was 
to make use of the local trainbands. Among 
the leaders of these provincial enrolmentsi, 
there were not wanting men who were 
thoreughly irnb~ied with right sentiments 
and who devoted themselves with 'their 
whole heart to the supprmsion of ihe 
rebellion ; but at the Same time there were 
others who made the levying of militia 
forces an excuse for the collection of funds, 
and who set themselves up in the pkt ion  
of local tyrants, relying upon the strength 
of some mountain fastness to set authority 
at defiance. A locd potentate of this de- 
scription, named Chang Eh-chung, who 
had f o r s e d  himself in a strong positioa in 
the P'ing-i district in K 'ü- thg  Fu, wbere 
he exercised all the altributes of Govern- 
ment in a rnost tyrmmid manner, hils now 
been proceeded against by military force 



and taken prisoner, after some severe fight- 
ing. Authority for his execution is solicited. 
-Granted by rescript. 

July 21st.-(1) Wang Wh-shao, Gov- 
ernor of Hunan, memorializes forwarding 
the following representation on the part of 
Ts6ng Hi-tseh (eldest son of 

the late Tsi3ng Kwoh-fan), inheritor of the 
&st degree of the second order of nobility, 
heretofore holding office as a Secretary 
(second class) of the Board of Revenue :- 
"The writer has to state that he is at pre- 
sent aged 39, a native of the Siang-hiang 
district in Ch'ang-sha Fu, a licentiate, by 
favour, of the year 1850, who, having passed 
an examination upon this footing in 1870, 
was presented to his Majesty and awarded 
by special gram the rank of Secretary to a 
Board. Upon this he received appointment, 
by lot, to do duty in the Shensi division of 
the Board of Revenue, and, having obtained 
leave of absence, he became attached to 
the offices of the Governor-General of 
Chihli and of the Two Kiang. On the 12th 
March, 1872, hisfather, the GiandSeoretar-y 
Tshg  Kwoh-fan, Governor-General of the 
Two Kiang, died at his post; and on the 
20th of the same month an Imperial Decree 
was received, in the following words :- 
" To the rank of how of the h t  degree 
with which Tseng Kwoh-fan was imested, 
let, his son, Tseng Ki-tseh succeed. He is 
exempted from the reqiiirement of pre- 
sentation in audience." The writer pro- 
ceeded, in respeotful obedience to this 
mandate, to fulfil the period of mourning 
obligation at his native place. On the 
17th June, 1874, the mourning period was 
completed, and on the 4th September 
following he set out for Peking ; but on his 
arrivai, on the 9th October, at Ts'ing-ho, in 
Kiangsu, he received a letter from his 
home informing him that his mother, born 
of the Ow-yang family, had died on tlie 
23rd September. Being the actual son of his 
mother (i.e., not standing in one or other 
of the seven iilial relationships beside that 
OS birth which are recognized by Chinese 
law), he wa~l bound to hasten to the Scene 
of mourning and observe the period of 
obligation, as wafi reported on his behalf at 
the time by the acting Director-General 
of the Grain Transport, Ngen Sih (see 
Cfazette of Dec. 12th, 1874.) Cmnting 
from the date upon which he received on 
his journey the news of his parent's decease 
to the 3rd January, 1877, exclusively of 
intercalary months, makes the period of 
27 months complete ; and he has already, 
in conformity with the regulation, reported 
throiigh the magistrate of his distrid the 

faot of his having laid aside hls 
He has now decided upon taking 
ture on the 6th June from Hun 
way to the capital, for the purpose & 
e n j o e g  the privilege of an audience 
&, and of reverently offering hie thanks 
for-the Celestial grace. He prays that a 
memorial to this effect may be presenteü 
on his behalf." 

The Governor, fmding the facts to be as 
stated, communicates with the Boards of 
Civil Office, Revenue and War, and humbly 
submits the present memorial to the Bacred 
g1ance.-Itescript : It is noted. 

(2) F e  Resident at Lassa, Sung Kwei, 
memorializes on receipt of a communication 
from an officer of the Tibetan Treasury, in- 
forming him that in obedience to a decree 
heretofore received, an abbot (K'mpu) is 
about to be despatched to Peking with 
articles of tribute by way of compliment to 
their Majesties the Regenta, and of con- 
gratulation to His Majesty the Emperor on 
his joyful accession, as also for the urpose 
of reciting masses on behalf of His &Iajestg 
lately dcceased. The tribute commissioner, 
with the suite of clerics and laity prescribd 
by regulation, will proceed by the high: 
road leading through Szech'wan, and a list 
of the members of the party and of the 
articles of tribute are subrnitted for the 
Resident's information. Inasmuch as the 
expedition about to be undertaken is 
by Imperial command, the Resident 
has given orders to the Commissa~ Chow 
Ts'in, and to Major Eiang Cheng-t'ai, of the 
garrison in Tibet, to take action with the 
Ministers of State in verifying the p a c k ~ e s  
and weights of the muh-loads, and the 
names and personal descriptions of the 
members of the party, in order to guard 
against all imposition. A par$ of sK 
officers and men is to be detailed to escort 
the expedition to the provinciai capital of 
Szech'wan, whence farther escort will be 
provided. The abbot was to take his de- 
parture from Lassa on the 6th March. 
After crossing the Chinese frontier his, 
travelling expenses were to be provided by 
the authorities, and he was to be supplied 
with baggage animals to the number of 
88. If any further number will required, 
they were to be hired locally at the abbot's 
own expense. 

July 22nd. - (1) Rescript. Let King 
Xhen B succeed to the post of Liba- 
tioner of the Imperial Academy. (N.B.- 
The two Libationers " of the 
Imperial Academy - Kwoh Tme Kien- 
are the principal officers of thie virtudy 



~ ~ b c t  iiastitution. They c h ~ e d  with 
he g-eneL.al ~u~erintendenae of its affairs, 
arid dfad~e fitle from the d u t ~ ,  which 

m m b n t  anpon them, of offering a 
l i b a t b  the new and fuli  moon before 
the &e of  Confncius.) 

(2) ~h ahlw-yeo, Governor-General of 
yiinnm m d  ;&weichow, asks sanction to 

peno,j &' for two months which he 
d to take for the benefit of 

bis ha he&h. feit Ob% ce his arrival at his present 
bt, hw been troubled afresh with an 

old &=der  of the liver, and having now 
re&eh& Ws 60th year, his constitution is 
mu.& &ebled.-Sanctioned by rescript. 

(3) Th@ Censor Low Yü-tsin memoriakes 
sub&- a question for Imperial decision. 
On thej &h inst. he presided over the draw- 
h g  gf hb at the Board of War a t  the 
monthlg dis$ribution of rninor appoint- 
mentra ; and among the offices drawn for 
wer@ fiwa appointments to the post of 
lieutenmt of grain-transport stations, viz., 
one at Lin-ts'ing in Shantung, and the 
other ht Kiukiang. The lots fell to 
two individuala whose names are given ; 
but w h t  the Censor has to remark is, 
that wording t~ d e ,  the slips [upon 
which t;he namea of the expectants 
are immKbad] should be drawn hs t ,  and 
appo2nhent Eo this or that provincial staE 
only theo Iaer proceeded with, whilst in the 
preaent h~ imqe ,  without any drawing of 
lote, ane af %ht: two officers was detailed to 
the Shantung post, and the other to that 
a t  %!-&iange As supervision is the memo- 
riaWs dm*, he feels bound, on noticing 
this deprtnre from the ordinary practice, 
to bring i$ to the notice of their Majesties. 
N.B.-A decree, based on this memorial, 

pilbH&ed on the 9th instant, command- 
"'5 an mq* to be instituted into the 
-e by the Board of War, in order to 

any fraudulent proceed- 
e 'in connection with the 

J ~ Y  %fM-(l) A decree based upon a 
memodd fPo1  the high authorities at Foo- 
chow~ W ~ O '  have reported that in conse- 
y n m  ~f the distreas prevailing in Funkien 
rom the ~ c e n t  floods, importations of rice 

h v e  encouraged, and who request that 
exem~tim from duty may be conceded to 
the d ~ e - I d e n  junks on their pasmge along 
the watWWay8 of &ang„ and Chehkiang. 

Wiesiments of these two provinces 
are ~ m m n c i e d  to take action accordingly. 
(3) Li Hw-chang, Governor-General of 

Chihli, m@morializes pronouncing an eam- 
edo@ Upon the lately deceased Brigade- 

- '-1 & F&-chih '6 @ #$, who &-i : 

died in January l ~ t  whilst in command of 
the 2's'a~lri"rmg s t m  gun-vessel. The 
Governor-General was on the point of 
causing a report of his Services to be d r a m  
up for submission to the Throne, when, 
on the 19th May, a Decree was received 
naming this officer to the cornmand of 
the Yang-Kiang Brigade in Kwangtung. 
The Governor-General now submits a state- 
ment of the eminent services rendered by 
the deceased officer, since the year 1860, 
when, by order of the Governor-General 
Tseng Kwoh-fan, he enlisted a body of 
irregulars for service against the Taiping 
rebels. For many years past he had been 
serving under the memorialist, and had 
paid particulai. attention to naval matters 
on the European system, making in 
particular a profound study of gunnery 
and navigation. He had been repeatedly 
commended in memoriak for the solid 
qualities of his character combined with 
his active energy, and also for the strict- 
ness of his discipline and for the study 
he had bestowed upon foreign dairs, 
especially qualifying him for a maritime 
command. He died before reaching his 
fortieth year. The Governor-General soli- 
cits that the record of his biography 
and exploits in the public service may 
be enroiled in the history of the period, 
and that a mark of Imperial approba- 
tion may be posthumously conferred upon 
him.-Referred by' rescript for the con- 
sideration of the Boards concerned. 

July 24th.-(1) A decree of the Emprgws 
Regent, entrusting to a special Council 
composed of the Princes of Tun, Kung, 
and Ch'un, the Ministers of the Presence, 
Ministers of the Council of State, the 
Grand Secretaries, the two Imperial 
Preceptors, and the Directors of the 
Sacrificial Court, the duty of oonsidering 
and reporting upon the views that have 
been submitted in the eight memorials 
presented by different individuals, including 
the Prince of Ch'un, with reference to the 
position to be assigned in the Ancestral 
Temple to the tablet of his Majesty lately 
deceased. 

(2) Tsi3ng Kwoh-ts7üan, Governor of 
Shansi, denounces a Magistrate, lately 
deceased, belonging to one of the Banners 
at Hangchow, for a deficit of Taels 1'E,180 
in his treasury accounts, and solicits a 
decree commanding his property to be 
sequestrated.-For rescript see k e t t e  of 
14th inst. 

(3) Tsi3np Kwoh-ts'üan memorializes 
sub&itting ihe result of a trial held in- & 
aggravated case af murder, by which three 
persons of one famiiy were destroyed. The 



partidars are these :-Li T&h-ch'un, a 
f m e r  of the T'ai-Kuh district, was mar- 
ried to the sister of a man narned Chao 
Fuh-yüan, a trader living nsually at Peking, 
Near Li's house there lived a maa named 
Ch'ang Kin-i, with whom he was on terms 
of intimacy, Ch'ang being accustomed to 
visit Li at home, where Li's wife had grown ' 
used to seeing him without reserve. In  

and he consented to join Li M murd- 
the man Ch'ang together with the k t t e ' s  
father and mother in case they shodd en- 
deavour to rescue tbe destined victim. T ~ Q  
two men proceeded accordingly the same 
night, after midnight, to Ch'ang's hou~6, 
clambering over the wall by means of a 
door which they placed eainst it. Li waa 
armed with a butcher's knife and Chao 

March, 1876, Ch'ang called one day in Li's 
absence, and took advanhge of the oppor- 
tunity to seduce the woman. Criminal ' 
intercourse ensued on more than one 
occasion without the husband's know- 
ledge, no gifts or money being, how- 

, with an iron spear. They found Ch'ang 
Kin-i and his father lying naked in the 
outer courtyard, fast asleep [ha ie cus- 
toma,ry among the opulation of northerq. 
China, doring $he t o t  months, Fvaml.], 
and they assaulted both in succession 

ever, receivedfrom Ch'ang. On the after- 
noon of June IOth, Li T4h-ch'eng came 
home from his work in the fields, and 
faund Ch'ang sitting with his wife on the 
stove-bed in familiar converse ; and being 
thus led to suspect criminal selations 

, between the pair, he rushed at Ch'ang ; 
but the latter's superior strength enabled 
him to throw Li down and to get away. 
Li extracted from his wife a.mnfession of 
her iddelity, for which he loaded her with 
rbproaches ; but, draading Ch'ang's superior 
s t r e e h ,  he refrained ffom attacking the 
latter on the subjsct, Li's wife mid to a 
gir1 named Sm Ni-urh, who was being 
brought up in the family as a wife for Li's 
younger brother, that now she had been 
found out in adultery she could not face 
exjptence ang 10- ; but the girl was 
too young to appreciate the significance 
of the remark. In the Course of the 
aame evening Li's wife, suddenly inspired 
by an unhappy reciolution, swallowed 
a dose of lead powder, from the effeds 
of which she shortly afterwards expired 
in convulsive agony, notwithstanding 
the &orte of her husband to restore her, 
on his waking up and discovering in alarm 
what had happened. Ashamed to let khe 
fact of his wife's adultery and suicide be 
known, he procured a coffin the next day, 
and interred her remains in the fields with 
the help of some beggars whose narnes are 
unknown. The village headman, Ch'ang 
Yung-lung, having heard of this, went to 
make enquiries of Li, who falsely told him 
that his wife had died of sickness and beg- 
ged him not to make report to the author- 
rties. Li, being frequently mocked at by 
his wife's late paramour, determined to 
avenge himself by murdering Ch'mg, but 
waa restrained from doing so through fear 
of the latter's strength. On the 6th Au- 
gwt  Chao Fuh-yün Game home from Peking, 
and having gone to enquire rapecting his 
sister's death, of which he now heard, he 
ww informed by Li of the facts of the caw, 

hacking them to death with wounds in 
diEerent parts of the body (each of which 
is minixtely described.) Ch'ang Kin-i'g 
mother having come to the door of the 
house to See what was the matter, was 
next attacked and similarly hacked to 
death, after which the murderers decamped, 
leaving the deadly weapom they h&d 
employed behind them. On the alarm 
being given, Li was apprehended at his 
own house, an& Chao was taken a short 
time subsequently, &er lurking in con- 
aealment in unfrequented places. At the 
trial thereupon held they have made f d  
confession of the iacts, and the depb 
sitions taken shew that no other cause 
of quarre1 than that stated had existed, 
and ihat no other persons are con- 
cerned in the matter as accomplices. 
The law provides that " whosoever shall 
slay teo  persom of one family, the same 
not being guiIty of any capital crime, s h d  
suffer death by Summa? decapitation and 
his hsad shall be publicly expowd. One 
half of his property shall furthennore be 
ailolited for the support of the family 
of the murdered persons." Active acces- 
sories are moreover liable by law to 
the penalty of strangulation, after impri- 
sonment to await the periodical revision. 
After commenting upon the brutal 
nature of the act now under consideration, 
the memorialist qbserves that although the 
numb&r of persons of one family murdered 
on this occasion was actuaily three (and the 
sentence consequently liable to be still 
further aggravated), yet, the fad of Ch'ang 
Kin-i being guilty as an adulterer entitles 
the prisoner to be regarded sls baving 
" slain him unwarrantably," an8 to be 
pronounced guilty of murder in the first 
degree only with r e g d  to the two other 
victims. The act of unwarrantable homicide 
being therefore ornitted from consideration, 
Li TBh-ch'eng is sentenced according to law 
to suffer summarg decapitation for the other 
two murders, and the accessory, Chw, to 





of money and a parcel of foreign sugar officials of Ngan-yang above-mentioned.- 
fromhis entertainer, whom he also compelled For rescript see Gazette of 16th instant. 
to  give him an I.O.U. for Tls. 46, which (2) The Governor of Shensi memoriah 
sum he promised to make good when he supporting the application submitted to 
got back to the provincial capital. After him by the district Magistrate of P7u-&'eng, 
an unsuccessful attempt to take in the for a postponement of the half-yearly re- 
Taotai at Chefoo, he again visited Yang Kia venue coilection, in consequence of the 
Yuan, but was finally arrested and brought siiffering experienced in that district from 
to trial. H e  declares that he was com- drought.-Granted by rescript dated 17th 
miaeioned in June last by an officer named instant. 
Sun, of the Military Secretariat of Kansuh, (3) The Censor Teng Hwa-hi memo- 
to proceed to Shantung to purchase rializes calling attention to the disastrous 
European munitions of war ; and he lays floods lately experienced in the province of 
claim to having been recommended for Kwangtung, where the floods of the North 
brevet rank as lieutenant-colonel, of which, river have caused a breach in the Shek-kok 
however, he has no documentary proof. It Wei embankment, which guards the dis- 
is solicited that he be ~tripped of his rank tricts of Ts'ing-yuan, Sam-shuei, Nanhai, 
as tu-=, which, in  any case, he has dis- and Shun-teh from inundation, the 
graced, in  order that he may be tried and waters having swept through this dyke 
sentenced.-Granted by rescript. for a distance of between one and two 

July 27th. No documents of importance. hundred chccng. Breaches have also occur- 
July 28th.-(1) The Censor Li Kwei-lin red in a number of other embankments 

memorializes soliciting attention to the elsewhere, the waters devastating the 
abuses which, he declares, exist to an country in  a pitiable manner and causing 
unspeakable degree in connection with the an immense destruction of life. H e  has 
administration of the aalt monopoly in the further learnt that, in the middle of June, 
province of Honan, constituting, together a sudden rise took place in a mountain 
with the gabelle of Chihli, the area of stream in the department of Lien Chow, 
the Ch'ang-lu salt department under the . causing a flood which rose above the level 
direction of the Governor-General of the of the city walls, and which destroyed up- 
last-named province. The memorialist wards of ten thousand persons, who were 
has been informed that the magistrate of unable to make good their escape. Among 
the Ngan-yang district in  Honan, together the rnissing is the district officer of instruc- 
with his subordinate, the jail-warden, tion. It is solicited that, under these 
animated by a rapacious desire of gain, lamentable circumstances, the provincial 
has for some years past dealt with the government may be coinmanded to in- 
licensed salt merchants as his chosen stitute proper measures of relief.-For re- 
prey, and has subjected the population script see Gazette of 16th inst. 
under his rule to aggravated ill-treatment. July 29th.-(1) The two police Cenaors 
The unlimited exaction these officials have in charge of the Eastern division of Peking 
indulged in, and the inordinate character memorialize denouncing for punishment 
of their demands, have led to the traders the officer of police responsible for the good 
olosing their doors and withdrawing from order of the eastern suburb, in consequence 
business, so that the streets and market- of the occurrence of a case of highway rob- 
places are deserted, and the consnmption bery, the perpetrators of which have not 
of salt, so important an element in the been discovered. The officer in question 
revenue of the State, has dwindled away. has reported that on the 13th inst. a com- 
Notwithstanding the regard which the Go- plaint was lodged with him by the proprietor 
vernor-General of Chihli shews for the of a grainshop in the neighbourhood of the 
interests of the trading community, he East Gate, to the effect that three days 
nevertheless refers the complaiats which previously, toward dusk, one of his men 
are broiight before him to the Provincial was br&ing a sum of Tls. 500 in silver on 
Government of Honan for explanation, and donkey-back from a bank in the western 
in  Honan they are treated with unvarying part of tlie city to his shop; when, on 
indifference. The local officials are conse- reaching a certain point, the messenger 
quently encouraged to believe themselves was stopped by five men who insisted on 
beyond the reach of interference, and their searching him for contraband opium, and 
exactions in defiance of the law are indiilged who robbed him of the money he was 
in with no seeming limit. I t  is besought, carrying, with which they made off. The 
in the interest of the public revenue, Censors request that the police officer be 
th searching investigation may be in- stripped of his button and held bound to 

J into the conduct of tlie district effect the apprehension of the robbers and 
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m v e q  of., &e money &olen within a 
t ~ j ~ n  time. -ässent;ed to by rescript. 

(2) The acting. C$overnor of shantmg 
reporting that the annual 

dredging out of the northern section of 
the amnd Candx its approach to the 
yellow ~ i ~ ~ ~ ,  been aciently per- 
formed, md 1 ~ s  cost than in former 
yearP1, owing ta  the employment of the 
faine sufferers on the system of relief 

The amowit expended this year is 
Taels 23,883, inoluding the cost of com- 
letely remoPing the sluice gate at Pa-li 

biao, which, h c e  the Yellow River broke 
across the Cand at this point, has proved 
seriously detrimental by deflecting the 
Course of the stream and throwing it with 
pest violenae agaiast the embankment on 
the we~t.  The depth dredged out in the 
Canal ia mply  sdc ien t  to enable the 
grain squadmn, on its approach, to mach 
and croa i&e Yellow River, after which it 
will, as uaual, await the rise of the water to 
a height sdcient  to float it into the section 
of the C d  be ond the northern.ba.nk. 

July i r h . 4 1 )  The Oensor Tang K'ing- 
lin memorializes at great, length on the 
unsatisfactory condition of the trade in tea 
under licenses within the jurisdiction of the 
Governor-General of Kansuh. He begins 
by observing that whilst in the south-emt 
of the Empire a reveniie is derived from 
licenses tb abnopolists of the salt-traf&, 
in the northwest, B like system is applied 
to tea. In E a m h  alone, of all the prc 
vinces, a department exists, the headship 
of which is combined with the functions 
of the Governor-General, as is set forthin his 
official title, for the control of the trade in 
tea and Itorses ; and nowhere else but in 
Kansuh are monopolists' licenses, ch'a yin 

8 5 1  >asud for the distribution of tm. 
It folloftrll, consequently, that the dis- 
tributing area formed by all the territories 
beyond theWsJ1 appertain to the province 
of Under the system anciently 

fi-i"e, the number of licenses to be 
[annriab] issued was 28,000 and odd, the 
tea being obtained from Hupeh and Hunan, 
and distributed by the license-holder8 
throughout Mongolia, Turkestan, and 
Tan ~ t .  About 90 years ago the licenses, 
to t i a  number of 1,032, which had pre- 
"ousl~ been issued in the province of 

, Shensi, were added to those which the 
Kansnh tradem were held bound to take 

this time forward the sale of 
oen~es on the Part of traders 
came into Vogue, and the 

der which the Kansiih traders 
th8ir rise froni this point. 

Between 50 arid 60 yeam ago unprincipld 
traders obtained passes, p'iao 3, Gom 
th6 Mongolian S~perintendenc~ (fi pm 
Y k n ) ,  under which they conveyed tea 
to Turkestan and the adjacent r@om for 
sale, thus infringing upon the area belang 
ing to the holdem of the b u h  
licenses; and the then C$overnor-General 
of Kansuh, NO-yen-ch'eng, obtained 
sanction to the establishment of an 
ofnce at KU-~h'bng (Guchen) to levy 
duties upon this traffic, the sum of 
Tls. 8,000 being annually allotted from ik 
receipts in aid of the revenue required 
from the Kansuh license-holders. The de- 
scriptions of tea which, in earlier times, 
constituted the staple of traffic were Pekoe, 
Bohea, Hiang P'ien, Ohulan, Pu-urh, etc., 
none of which were the produce of the 
HU Kwang regiou. In process of time, the 
Hupeh and Hunan were iUicitly brought 
forward for sale, under the names of 
" thousand catty," "hundred catty," "hat- 
box barrel, " and large or small " brick-tea, " 
with the object of perpetrating inrud and 
confusioa. In the year 1868, the traders 
in question being desirous of proceeding 
through Kiachta by way of the Russian 
frontier to the European tea-markets, the 
Mongolian Superintendencygave permission 
to take out passes in quadmplicate, each 
pass being for 12,000 catties of tea, upon 
which the following amounts wem to be 
paid, viz., l e k ,  Tls. 30, and Customs' 
duty, Tls. 21.7.8. Comparing the amount 
of lekin and Customs' duty imposed in this 
wise upon the brick tea under these 
12,000-catty passes with the rate of 
Tls. 4.4.4 per 80 catties with which the 
Kansuh license-holders are assessed, it is 
Seen that a differente of Th. 614 odd 
is secured, under the &t-named system, 
in favour of each lot, and it is not to be 
wondered at that the t r d e  in tea without 
licenses should have become so widely 
spread as is the case. In 1874, the Gov- 
ernor-General Tso Tsung-t'ang submitted 
regulations for the Imperial sanction, pro- 
posing experimentally to place the matter 
in the hands of a mercantile combination. 
Point- out the wide differente that exista 
between the amount of revenue derived 
from the Li Fon Y k n  paeses and that 
with which the Kansuh traders are assessed, 
as also the extent to which the Hupeh 
tem have encroached upon the Kansuh - 
distributing area, he proposed that, in con- 
fomity with the regulations established in 
Kansuh, the fuu amount of the duty on 
tea, as iixed by standing rule, should be 
levied before tlie issue of thc licerisc, 

I 
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m v h g  the &kim to be paiu ax two places tne rtussiari border via Kiachta to  inu 
in the Course of transportation, and that 
barriers for purposes of inspection should 
be established under the authority of the 
Taotai at Kwei-hwa Ch'bng. This was 1~ 

fair and reasonable proposal ; and the 
Board of Revenue having g i ~ e n  its assent, 4 

proclamations were issued calling upon the 
tracluig classes to oomo forward and take bamiers is to be depracated. The peti-' 

I advantsge of it, which they did with tioners declared, in addition, tha6 thd . alacrity. Since the inawration of this eleven h s  engaged in the trade were in* 
system in 1874 upwards of 30,000 licenses the habit of sending agents each year tal 

' ,! have been issued for tea-shipments, leaving Hupeh, whence brick-tea to the amount oii 
I'  , upwards of 20,000 licenses still in the some 10,000 ehe& and upwards, of 1% 

l'aotai's hands ; but, unfortunately, the catties each, were obtained, paying duty aQ 
other system going on pa-ri passu, the tea the rate of 1 m e  1 candween, in additiom 

I under official sanction, Kwan ck'a to which 300 ch7wan $ (packages ?) oP ' 
has faiied to command a market, and the MO-AO or hat-box" tea, of 30 cattiea 
dealers have been left with it on their each, paying duty at  the rate of 3 . B hands for threc years past, with daily cawdareens 3 cmh, were imported by 
augmenting expenses to defray. The con- them. The sub-Prefect having repre- 
sequence has been ruin in numberless sented hereupon that serious difücultiee 
ceses. I n  another year or two the charges might be apprehended if the cost of tea 
acciimulating will eqiial the prime cost of should be enhanced by the levy of ZeEn on 
the investment, and hnndreds of thousands this article, so necessary a staple of con- 
ot taels of capital will be wholly lost. sumption among the Mongol tribes, the 
'I'lie cause of this lamentable state of General-in-chief returned a reply to  this 
aihirs is no other than that the tea illicitly effect, and the regulations which had been 
sent away without licenses from Kwei-hwa -promulgated with Imperial sanction were 
Gh'eng is enabled successfully to compete consequently set aside. The memorialist 
with the tea under official sanction, owing to . proceeds to attack the veracity of the 
the lower rate of duty it pays and ita Statements made by the Kwei-hwa Ch'eng 
.consequent cheapness. The licensedtraders tea traders, and to point out the vast 
suffer under daily increasing troubles, and differente between the arnount of dutiee 
the revenue derived from them in like which they admit as the maximum they 
manner disappears. On the rules proposed are called upon to pay, and the imposl 
by thc Governor-General Tso having been with which the regular license-holdera 
introduced, he wrote to thc Governor of would be assessed for similar quaw 
Shansi, desiriiig him to write in turn to the tities. Tbc eharges to which they are 
iManchu General-in-chief, commanding at  liable under the pass-system are shewn to 
Sui-yüan Ch'bng, with the request that be no rnore than &th of those which the 
the Taotai of the Kwei-hwa anci Sui- G~,,,J, license-holders are assessed with ; 
Yüan Intendancy arid the sub-Prefect and the memorialist consequently solicits 
of Kwei-hwa Ch'bng should be directed D~~~~~ puttbg an end to the ksue 
to put the new system in form. The .f on the of the Mon- 
suh-Prcfect, howover, allowcd himself to golian superintendency. out, 

persuaxled by thc ex P ~ t e  state- moreover, that tea is sent without 
ments of the Wu Ch'ang Fah and other licemes from Seech'wan to Tibet, arid 
tea h s ,  to tlie effect that tho tea they he solicits that comands be given 
dealt in was disposed of on the principle of to Tsung-t7ang to establish in 

I ,  selling tea without licenses in territory not ~ z e c h ~ w a n  in to  put rigorolls 
~ e r t a i n i n ~  to tlie licensing system, and that ,tOl, to Ruch abuses, remarXin, tliat the 

1 their operations in no wise afected the in- extension ,,f bis authority in  this . 
4 terests of the Kansuh traders. I t  was fur- respect bio another proTinCe than hk own 
1 1  ther represented that  in 18GG-18G1, when, is justjjicd by preeedents drawn from tho I 
I in consequence of Turkestan being in a sdt administration.-$~r rescript See 

state of disorder, there was no outlet for a z e t t e  of 20th imt. 
the tea-trade, the Manchu General-in-ohief july 31st.-~o documents of importa 
obtained at  their solicitation Imperial sanc- A ~ ~ .  ist. -(I) A D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  Tsai Sh&n 

on to the issue of quadruplicate passcs, 
.1(1sued by the Mongolinn Siiperintendancy. $& memOrialises prayhg that he 

urder wliich tea rriight be coiiveyad ncro:is may 1iü rolicvcd of his duty, on the grou~ld 



vinces have been 

Honan, and the rnetropolitan 

underlings they mlist at aU $iarm xx, 
b chaatise, to the end that the JpjndT 
of wpreme order may daily incre&se M 
vigour ; thas enabling, as a aatiiral conse: 
quence, the beneficent results of h m o n y  
between the seen and the unseea powek] 
to be secured, and grievous visitations to 
be dissipated. Let the Prosincial Cfavem- 
ments reporC to Us the actud firßts with 
reference to the d e p  of swerity wi& 
which their several jurkdictions have been 
aBicted, and also the measures which should 
be instituted for relief, fn order that Ou* 
anxious care may be aasnaged. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Two 
Hu provinces memoriakes repofiing the 
decision arrived at on the rehwing of an 
appeal case referred back from Peking. 
The appellant, Ohang Oh'6ng-hing, had 
alleged that certain mdividuals, named. 
T'ang Ming-hwen and ~thers,  had caused: 
the death of his relative C h ~ g  San-wani 
and three others, in aonseqnence of a difl- 
pute about the felling of some trees at tke. 
f a d y  burying ground. The case goes barck. 
to the year 1861, when, owing to some wn-- 
eertainty regarding the boundary betmen 
adjacent properties, a quarre1 arose. be- 
tween membera of the twa families, aad in, 
a fight which ensued the foar indivirhia, 
whose desths ere complained of lost 
lives. I t  is now found that the r i n g l ~ f a m  
of the &y have eseaped begond the rbmh. 
of capture, the most guiity of the nwmhe1:. 
being shewn to have died in 18W;. buh. 
certain of the participatom in the af%&ma. 
sentenced to b~tinadoing, which sedmmeh 
however, is remitted in virtue of tb?AcP 
of (Xrace of 1816. 

Bug, 2nd41)  A decree based npn a 
memorial from the Court of C e w  re- , 
porting that a complibint has been aadged 
by one E u  Tso-hwai, aileging an &mph I 
made to set at naught the execution of the ' 
law by a fraudulent abuse of re@ions, 
I t  a pears that the complainant s fabher. 
EIu ghe-li, having been murdered by Ghan 
K'i-lun (sec Gazette $ April '7th 1876), 
and Chan K7i-lun h a q  beea seatence13 
to suEer death by strangulatim after 
pwess of revision, a miiitary &CBF nameb 
Wu Tung-shan instigated Chan Hwan-chang 
to come to Peking for the pnrpose of 
planning with TIjen Ming-king, an Lnoer 
of the courier-post s e k e ,  and 0th- an 
intrigue to effect the delivery of Chss 
K'i-lun from paying the penalty of W 
mime. Concurrenkly with this, the Censor 
TQng Kling-lin memori-d to the effect 
that, in caaes where nulibq officers' erd 
praved guilty of offenoes, the regulatioaal 
allow representations to be mde [OL , 
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!of both mind and body he excels the 
memorialist in a tenfold degree. H e  will 
hereafter, doubtless, himself report upon 
the measures instituted at the point refer- 
red to. The Taotai a t  Taiwan repo&, 
regards the troops at  the capital of the 
island, that they have been sufnciently in- 
dustrious in their drill and target-practice ; 
but that unfortunately, a good deal 
of epide& disease has prevailed the 
summer set in. The ~ri~ade-General  of 
Taiwan, Chang H'i-kwaaig, whom the Go- 
vernor had some time since directed to 
vigit both tb northern and southern divi- 
sions of ~ommand, and to weed out 
unsparuigly the useless members of the 
established forces, has now reported offi- 
cially that he visited F6ng-&an on the 7th 
~ ~ f l e ,  arid there dismissed 248 of the 
suppi-ua&d and weakly soldiers of the 

ba&,&o~ having their head-quarters 
, The Governor observes hereupon a m  bis recent visit to Formosa he 

fomd the of inefficient men to 
be 80 or 90 per ceent. of the whole, and that 
i n  dismissing no more than 241 men of the 
force the Brigade-General has made a 
mere pretence of discharging his duty. 
Orders have now been issued to him with 
the warning that, if on his visit to the 
northern districts he does not set aside all 
personal considerations and act with full 
earnestness in reforming the condition of 
the troops, he shall be denounced in strin- 
gent terms to the Throne.-Rescript : I t  is 
noted. 

(4) The Governor-General and Governor 
at  Foochow memorialize reporting the 
selection of the present Prefect of Ting- 
chow Fu, Yen K'iai @ @' by name, a 
k c h u ,  aged 49, holding the Kicjdn. 
degree, to succeed to the post of Prefect 
of Foochow. The usiial declaration as to 
his character and antecedents is given. 

Bug. 4th.-(1) A decree conferring ap- 
" pointments connected with the Hanlin 

College and the Court of Ceiisors. 
(2 and 3) Memorials from the Prince of 

Li and his colleagues of the Imperial Com- 
mission specially appointed for this purpose, 
submitting the result of their deliber- 
ations respecting the position tobe assigned 
to the tablet of his late Majesty in the 
I m  erial Ancestral Temple. 6) A memorial from Chung P'ei-hien, 
Reader of the Grand Secretariat, separately 
submitting h k  views on the above subject. 

(5) The high authorities at Foochow 
memorialize reporting that they have 
established a Charitable Commission for the 
$eihihtion of relief to the sufferers by 

the recent floods, a t  the head of which 
they have placed the Taotai Kung Yih-t'u, 
who is a t  present on leave at Foochow, his 
native place, from his proper post, Chefoo. 
H e  is a man of large capacity combined 
with prudence, active and enterprising in 
the conduct of dairs ,  not deterred by 
dread of incurring personal antipathies or 
inclined to shrink from business connected 
with naval adrninistration (i.e., on the new 
System.) An extension of h k  leave for 
two months is solicited, in order that the 
authorities may continue to enjoy the 
advantage of his active management of the 
Commission.-Granted- by rescript. 

5th Bug.-(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial from Tso Tsung-t'ang, who has 
reported the result of a trial instituted in 
the case of the ex-district Magistrate of 
Tun-hwang, accused of bringing falsecharges 
against his successor in office, in revenge 
for the latter's refusal to take over his 
accounts as they stood. The charges and 
coiintercharges have been enquired into, 
with the result of finding the successor in 
office, Tsiang Shun-tah, guilty of neglect to 
discover thak excessive levies of taxation 
were carried on in his district, for which 
shortcoming he has been already stripped 
of his rank. The accuser, Sieh Yung-hün, 
who had misappropriated public funds, with 
design to commit embezzlement, and who 
subsequently was rash enough to present a 
complaint based upon an anonymous and 
consequently unlawful handbill, k dis- 
rnissed from the public service for ever. 

(2) A rescript codrming a number of 
military appointments submitted by the 
Board of War after passing the candidates 
in review. The list is headed by Colonel 
Shang Ch'ang-mow B B, who has 
been breveted as aManchuBrigade-General, 
and whose appointment as Colonel com- 
mandant of the Governor-General's brigade 
in Kwangtung is c o h m e d .  

The remainder of this day's Gazette. is 
occupied by farther memorials relating to  
the enshrinement of the Imperial tablet, 
presented by the Vice-President Yüan 
Pao-h6ng and the Commissioner of the 
Court of Transmission, Sih Ch6n. 

Aug. 6th.-Court Circular.) TheGovernor 
of Shun-t'ien F u  reports that rain has 
fallen to the degree of entire satimatior+.- 
This refers to the 24 hours of rain experi- 
enced on the 4th inst. 

The whole of this day's Gazette is occupied 
with farther memorials on the question of 
the enshrinement of the Imperial tablet. 

Aug. 7th and 8th.-The Gnzettes for both 
days are entirely occupied with rnemorids 
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froa m ~ o u s  members of the Government 
departrnents at Peking, bringing to bear 

- $hell respective stores of antiquarian eriidi- 
tion on the subject of the place to be 
assigned to the tablet of the late Emperor . 
in the Imperial Ancestral Teniple. 

I 
Aug. 9th.-(1) A decree comrnanding 

that selection be made from among the 
Prefects tliroughout the province of Sze- 
ch'wan to M1 the post of Prefect of Ch'eng- 
tu  F u  (the provincial centre); and nomina- 
ting P'eng Ming-t'i to fil1 the vacancy that 
will be caused by the transfer. 

No other docurnents of importance. 
Bug. 10th.-(1) A decree ba~ed upon a 

memorial from Ting Pao-cheng, newly 
appointed Governor-General of See-ch'wan, 
who haa denounced twelve department arid 
district Magistrates for defalcation or mis- 
appropriation connected with public monies 
under their charge. As requested, d the 
oföcbls incriminated are stripped of the5 
rank, and are required to make restitution 
wwin two months, under penalty of behg 
subjected to severe punishmsnt. 

(2) A decree based upon a farther memo- 
rial from the same authority, who hm 
denounced a large number of department 
md distrid Magistrates for various forme 
of incompetency or ihgitious condnct. 
Among these are an officer named Yao 
Wen-sün, who haa served as aoting Depart- 
ment Magistrate of Yeo-yang Chow, arid 
who is impeached as " regardless of the 
people's affks, and possessed of but 
mediocre ability." Another officer, Hwang 
Kia-hw&n by name, who has beenMagistrate 
of the same de~artment, ie characterized 
guilty of " unauthorized exactions on his 
own behalf, and devoid of compaasion for 
the people." All the incriminated func- 
tionaries, each chamcterked in the Co=- 
demnatory " eight-ward ~a ra&ra~hs  " 
required bg regulation in these cases, 
stripped of their rank reqllested--N.B. 
Yeo-yang Chow is the depar-nt which 
was distinguished for a series of y e m  as 
the scene of continual disturbances between 
the Roman Catholic proaelytes and the non- 
Christian Chinese, and by the murder, of 
aeveral priests. 

I 8 (3) A rescript to a mamorial reporting 
1 the escape of two prisoners, named Chang 

Chan Lao-wu from the prison 
icial Commissioner of See-ch'wan. 

den is striyped of his rank and 
o be placed on trial, and the inost 

measuyes t&en ascertain 
any guilty connivance has been 
in by any of the clerks or warders. 
egcaped prisoners are also to be 
ded without fail. 

[Aoa, 8-12 

. (4) A decree conferring rank as distmct 
Magistrates or aa superintendents of in- 
struction, respectively, upon the provincial 
graduates of the pa sMmg and yeo 
s M w  classes who have been presented,ul 
audience after pmsing examination at 
Peking. 

Aug. 11th.-(1) A decree, refemhg to the 
representations lately received frum the 
Censor T'eng Hwa-hi respecting the dis- 
aaters caused by the recent floodsin Kwang- 
bg,-and acknowledging the receipt of a 
memorial from Chang Chao-tung, Covernor 
of the province, which has now oome to 
hand, in which the damage caused by the 
bursting of the river embankments is de- 
seribed. The commands heretofore given 
for the relief of dktress are repeated. 

(2) A decree handing over to the Board of 
Punishments for trial, four robbers from an 
adjacent province whose caphve in Peking 
has been reported by the police censors. 

(3) The acting Governor of Shantung 
memorializes laying before the Throne a 
representation addressed to him by certain 
notables of the province, who came for- 
ward to eulogize the virtues of a former 
Lieutenant-Governor and acting Governor 
named Wu T'ing-tung, who endeared Ern+ 
self to the people in a l a s h g  manner by 
his exertions in the public aause at the 
time of the diversion of the Course of the 
Yellow River and subsequently, His ad- 
mission to sacriticial honours k requested. 
-Referred by rescript for the consideration 
of the Board of Ceremonies. 

12th ~ ~ ~ - 4 1 )  A D ~ ~ ~ ~ .  yhe G~~~~ 
of the Library (of the Supervisorate af 
~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ) ,  chung-han, memori&zes 
us stating that the scazcity caueed by 
h0ught in the of Shansi has 
reached an excessive degree, and he suggests 
that contributions be called for in aid of 
the distribution of relief. Let the Board 
of Revenue consider and report to Us. 

! (2) Li Hoh-nien, Director-General of the 
: yenOw memoriajizes reporting that 
, the whole of the junks bound for 

the north bad reached the ~~i miao sluice 

of the Grand C d ,  there to 
await a sdc ien t  rise in the water t~ enable 
them to Cross the Yellow River. The 
squadron had reached the pokt above- 
named by the 25th June, and were conse- 
quently within ten li of the point at which 
the Passage of the river is effected. As, 
however, the depth of water in the Yellow 
River was but little over one eh'& at the 
time of the vessels' d v d ,  it was 
necesmry to await a rise of the river be- 
fore any furthor progras wnld be made. 



Bug. 13th.-(1) A Decree. On reoeiving 
intelligente rscently from TBeng Kwoh- 
h'üan with reference to the suffering caused 
by dro~ght in the provinoe of Shswisi, We 
w e  sanction by rewript to the appropria- 
t i o ~  d sums destined. for transmiseion to 
Peking to purposes of reliaf, and We 
farther cornmanded thaC enquiry be in- 
stituted in tlw didxessed dixtri~ts to W- 
oertain whethep poskponements or remis- 
sbns oi mvenue wem d l e d  for. We 
have now r m i d  a memoml from tha 
Censor Hn P 7 e - o h e  ta the followbg 
efftxt :-<' It k r~pDFtied that, at the pro- 
speot of reduciions w d  remissiona of 
tsxati'on b e i q  @anted, ths magistrates of 
~epartm& disfri~.h in the provinca 
in q & ~ ~  & b w  to enforce im- 
medmte co&&ion. of the revenue, with a 
&W t9 ftilsd~s wpeaenthg heredter that 
thp pso4$@~5 in amem and c o n v e h g  to 
&& O& rn the- amounts obtained. 
~ F I U  L&zibu&bps qf grain take place, it 

WBm t o  be stated, the clerks and 
de*s Dake d"g,atage of the opportdty 
im levy exdiom, dsmanding future repay- 
ments at the raCe of oenl per cent. The 
famine s&erers are cmequently deteried 
fmm venturing to apply for relief, and 
WS aoCually happen in which payments in 
raoney are offered to exempt individuals 
hom receiving their quota of relief. AB I 
am now informed, this abuse is practised 
also in the p~ovinces of Honan and Shan- 
timg.U The territorial authorities are in 
c2w.t~ bound 60 uqe their utmost endeavours 
to cause Our bounty to reach the sufFerers 
"---I .it is intended to relieve ; and it is 

d m& scandzloiis if conduct such as 
represented in the memorial now before 
s is bdulged in. We comrnand Che Go- 

vernop~cGeneral and Governors concerned 
to rqrtlra aotive enqiiiries into the circum- 
stances. Let them feel bound to p d  
most severd my oflcials or emplalgea who 
are insensibge to the s-ing~ of the peo- 
ple, and who a v d  themselws of one 
pretext or another to wmmi* abums, to 
the end that a w d g  be given 
raIJxity arid corruption, m d  &6 interests 
of the people be cared for. 

(2) A Uecree. Ting J ih-eh 'q  has me- 
morialized us soliciting leave of absence 60 
enable him to return to his native place for 
the care of his health, his complaint b & g  
agaiii assumed an aggavated chmacter. 
We graiit him three months' cong6 for t k  
purpose. Let Pao Heng @ 9 (the 
Lieutenant-Governor) act in his stead as 
Governor of Fuhkien. 

(3) A decree in answar to a inemorial froni 
tlic Corisor Hii P'ing-ühe,who has rcpreuentcd 

that tho heads of the principd &parkme& 
of government have failed, of hte, to *- 
ercise any discrimination in the appoinhen 
of Secretaries to permanent posts &ter sei 
ving their terms of probation. In  lieu of do- 
ing their duty in this respect, it  is stded, 
the Presidents and Vice-Presidents me 
accustomed to institute merely the formal 
examination prescribed by law, without 
exercising in a single instance their powern 
of rejection for ineficiency. It follows, 
consequently, that men of bad 0-r 
succeed in introducing themselves ttmong 
the official ranks. It is commanded here- 
upon, in view of the importance of the 
interests involved, and with special refe- 
rence to the Hanlin College and the Court 
of Oensors, that a severe discrimination be 
henceforward exercised by the heads of 
departments, in order to swure a proper 
class of functionaries. The Hanlin College 
in particular is required, the time being 
now at hand when it should submit for 
approbation a list of proposals for the office 
of Censor, to make its selection as jmtiw 
demands, choosing none but individual8 of' 
upright, spotless, and judicious character. , 

(4 The Censor Sh6n Hung memorializes 
dwekng upon the oalamitous Visitations in 
the shape of drougbt, floods, tempestuozui 
weather, and plagues of locusts, with which 
divers provinces have of late been aftlicted ; 
and urges that the servants of the Sbte  
throughout the Empire be called upon to 
pay a more earnest regard to morality, and 
t a  aim at an effectual discharge of their dnty 
in matters relating to the instructien of the 
people and the'provision of their means of 
sustenance, as also in the administration of 
the crimuial law.-For rescript summ&- 
ing this memorial, and issuing injunctions 
as solicited, see Gazette of Ist inst. 

(9) The Co& of G e i p m  rnemria* 
fomarclhg an a peal lodged by Hu Tso- 
hwai, s native 0% the pmrhice of Hupeh, 
aged '27, who makes the following state- 
ment :-'L My father, Hu She-li j@ *B,, 
whilst engaged Ur trade at Yang-chow, was 
assasainated in Nay 1876 by Chan K'i-lun 

B a ,  who -- wniemned for t h i ~  
crime to s d e r  death by strandation after 
the period of mviaio;, and 'ihis sentence 
was conhmed by rescript. I removed my 
father's remauis, in contentment with thk 
smtence, for interment at our family home ; 
but a relative of Chan E'i-lun's, named 
Wu Tung-shan, an officer commanding in a 
battalion of Hunan irregulars, incited a 
kinsnian named Chan Hwan-chang to pro- 

to Peking for the piwpose of intriguing 
with the aid of Tien Ming-king, thc Hunan 



mplncial  postal agent stationed at  Peking, 
4 certain titular oficials, to contrive a 
m~iaais of escaping the infliction of the 
peiialty upon Chan K'i-lun. At this 

' inoment, opportunely, the Censor T'eng 
K'ing-lin presented a memorial bringing 
Zo light the enactment that military 
ofiicers convicted of crime are entitled 

I ,  €0 allege [circumstances such as the 
death of relatives in action] in their 
favoiir ; and on the 13th March last, T'ien ' Ming-king and his associates went with a 

i 
' copy of the memorial to Chan E'i-lun's 

house to demand a sum of money. I 
have farther learnt that Chan Hwan-chang 
handed in last winter a fictitious statement 
to the Board of Punishments, declaring 
that a member of the condemned man's 
family had been killed in action ; whilst a 
brother of Wu Tung-shan's, named Wu 
Ei-che, had been instructed to lodge a 
similar statement at the district magistracy 
of Hwang-ngan in Hunan, Chan H'i-lun's 

M native p1ace."-The complainant goes on ,-q to  recount his interviews with the con- 
federates, whom he tracked to Peking, and 
to asseverate that no such person ever 
existed as the relative of Chan K'i-liin's 
who is said to have fallen in  the service of 
the state. The Court of Censors siibmit 
his appeal as one which calls for thorough 
investigation, and add a statement to the 
effect that Wu Hi-che and Chan Hwan- 
chang, for whose detention orders had been . issiied, are reported by the police magistrate 
of the district to have absconded to Tien- 
tsin. It is solicited that commands b'e 
sent to the local aiithorities to effect their 
apprehension.-For rescript See Gazette of 
2nd inst. 

(6)  The acting Governor of Shantung 
memorializes reporting that Hwang Ta-hoh 

Bk$@, Prefect of Yih-chow Fu, has 

been selected to fill the vacancy of Prefect 
of Tsi-nan Fu, within which the provincial 

1 
capital is situated, vice Yü Shan, promoted 
to an Inteudantship of Circuit. The usual 
detailed history of Hwang Ta-hoh's official 
antecedents is appended, with the request 
that a trifling lack of fulfilment of oüicial 
requirements, as to completed periods of 

J 
service in other posts, may be overlooked. 
According to the decree received (see Gazette 
of 6th June), the vacancy caused by his 
trannfer will be filled by the officer named 
Ng6n Sih.-Rescript : Let the Board of 
Civil Office consider and report to  Us. 

Bug. 14th.-(1 and 2.) Decrees in answer 
to memorials from the Military Lieutenant- 
Governor of Jeh-ho, with reference to 
sundry civil appoiritments under his control. 

(3) + Decree. Ts6ng Kwoh-ts9üan hri9 
rnemor~ahzed US stating that the 
occasioned by the drought in  Shmsi haEI 
reached excessive proportions, and request- 
ing that contributions toward the supply of 
funds for relief may be raised (by the sde 
of titles, etc.) in conformity with the 
recedent in the case of the Tientsin 
floods.] Let the Board of Revenue take P 

this memorid into consideration a t  the 
same time with the proposal submitted by 
Wen Chung-han (see Gazette of 12th inst.) 

(4) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the Captain General King Show and his 
colleagues, reporting a disturbance which 
had occurred within the Southern Hunting 
Park (Xan Yican). On the 10th inst. it 
appears a mob of some 30 or 40 of the 
villagers dwelling within the Hunting 
Park, headed by one H o  Lung-urh, with 
arms in their hands, had presented them- 
selves in a tumultuous manner at the gate 
of the Ch6n Kwoh temple ; and on a party 
of soldiers being led to the spot by the 
adjutant on duty, the mob headed by H o  
Lung-urh had the audacity to attack them, 
wounding two of their number. Conduct 
so lawless as this passes all bounds ; and 
the o@ce of Gendarmerie is commanded to 
apprehend the whole of the party of villagers, 
without fail, and to bring them to justice. 
The proper authorities are at  the Same 
time conimanded to exercise a watchful 
care for the future over the conduct of thc 
soldiery quartered in the Hunting Park, 
and to punish neverely any wilful acts of 
neglect on their part. 

(5) .A Decree of the Empresses Dowager,- 
referrmg to the various memorials that have 
been received on the subject of the enshrine- 
ment of the tablets of the late Emperor 
and Empress in the temple of Ancestry. 
I n  addition to the commands laid upon the 
commission headed by the Prince of Tun 
to take these memorials into further con- 
sideration, the Grand Secretary Li Hung- 
chang was farther cdled upon for a state- 
ment of his views. H e  has lateIy memo- 
rialized giving it  as his opinion that sys- 
tematic rules should be adopted the 
times may render desirable, and advocating 
the enlargement of the tablet-shrine. The 
Prince of Tun and his colleagues, on the 
other hand, have this day memorialized 
requesting that the decision heretofore sub- 
mitted be acted upon. It is commanded, 
hereupon, that the Course of proceedhg 
recommended by the Prince of Tun and 
his colleagues be carried into effect, the 
tablet-shrine being repaired and redecorated 
in conformity with a precedent set in the 
firnt year of the reign Tao-kwang (1821.) r 
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(6) Ku-ni-yin-pul acting Military GOV- 6/10 of the produce and delivering 4/10 

ernor of Kirin, memoriahes submitting a to government, through a specid 
list of recommendations of the officials who appointed to manage the matter. The rite, 
have distinguished themselves in the opera- afterbeinghusked, was to beforwardedto the 
tions undertaken against the lawless gold- granary at YihChow, for issue tothe troopsof 
hunters. Apart from those who have been theMausoleumguards. Inl831, theadminis. 
killed in  w t u d  fight or beheaded when tration of the lands was placed, in obedienceto 
taken prisoners, upwards of 600 have been a decree, in the hands of the Magistrate of 
put to death after undergoing judicial trial. the Department ; and the complaints that 
A list of civil and military officials is have now been brought forward are declared 
submitted, in addition to those upon whom 
the Md,itary Governor has of his own 
authority conferred buttons of the 5th, 6th, 
or 7th rank.-The recommendations sanc- 
tioned by rescript. 

Aug 1 5 t h . 4 1 )  A decree in answer to 
a rnemonal from Tseng Kwoh-ts'üan, Gov- 
ernor of Shanai, hm represented that 
large deficiencies have been found in the 
amounts of revenue for the collection of 
which a sub-Prefect, now deceased, was 
responsible. It is requested that his pro- 
perty be attached to make good the 
amounts owing. The Lieutenant-General 
of the Banner to which deceased (a Man- 
chu) belonged is directed to take the 
necessary steps accordingly. The attention 
of the Governor is drawn to discrepancies 
of statements occurring in his m e m o d .  

(2) A Decree. For the 20th in&., at- 
tendance on duty in  the Palace is 
remitted. 

(3) Li  Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, rnernorializes at  great length with 
reference to certain allegations submitted 
to  him for enquiry respecting a tract of 
land in the departmeni of P a  Chow, the 
produce of which was appropriated by an 
arrangement made about a century and a 
half ago, toward the siipply of rations for 
the guards of the Western Imperial Mau- 
solea. The Superintendents had memo- 
rialieed, on the strength of a petition 
lodged with them by sundry individuals 
named, cornplaining of long-standing mal- 
practices on the part of the P a  Chow 
Magistracy, which they represented was 
in the habit of withholding the &rain 
supply due from the land in question 
under pretext of its having been laid waste 
by incursions of the river-whereas, accord- 
ing to the statement made, a subsequent 

in the course of the river, which 
bad at  one time invaded the tract, had 
again restored it  to productiveness. The 
result of the enquiry goes to shew that the 
tract of land in question originally measured 
5,767 mow, lying in proximity to seven 
villages of the P a  Chow de~artment, with 
respect to  which it was arranged in A.D. 
1733 that it should be leased to cultivators 
on the metccyer system, the farmer retaining 

to be groundless ; it b&ng shewn that the 
produce of the land, so far as any has been 
obtained, has been remitted to the proper 
qiiarter, although not distinguished from 
the bulk of other grain appertaining to the 
southern rico-tribute, which wafl sent for- 
ward by the Same authority. The petitioners 
are declared to have come forward with the 

of su~planting the ~ r e s e n t  lessees of 
the land ; arid 0rde1-s have been given for 
their apprehension. 

Aug. 16th.--(I) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from Jui Lien, Military Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of Ch'ahar, who has reported 
that in consequence of a heavy rainstorm 
which broke over Chang-kia K'ow (Kalgan) 
on the 6th inst., the waters of a mountain 
torrent broke through the dam which had 
only recently been c o n s t ~ t e d  for the 
protection of the Military cantonment, and 
swept away upwards of two hundred of the 
soldiers' dwellings, cansing besides some 
lass of life. Great regret is exprwrred on 
the receipt of this intelligente, and injiiac- 
tions are laid upon the Lieutenant-Governor 
to d o r d  all therelief that may berequired. 
The Governor-General of Chihli is com- 
n~anded to cause sumeys to be held with a 
"ew to the necessarY repaiw. 

(2) Li Hob-nien, Director-General of the 
Yellow River, memorializes reporting upon 
the condition of the embankments at the 
approach of the season when the autumn 
freshets are to be looked for. At this 
period, he observes, more than ordinary 
"gilance is necessary, to guard against 

to the embankments owing to a 
sudden rise in the river. Since las6 Spring 
the rainfall has been so scanty that the 
water h a ~  been unusual l~ low, and the 
absence of a strong ciwrent has allowed 
banks tß  form in ' the actual channel, the 
Course of the river becoming in consequence 
deflected into different channels approach- 
ing both the northern and the southern 
bank, through whiüh means the protecting 
embankments have bewme subjected to 
danger through undermining. Active 
measures have been adopted to guard 
against the danger threatened by this cause. 

Aiig. 17th.-Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
General of ChihIi, memorialiees stating 



0 / 

that he has received a report froin the 
Superintendent of Ciistoms at Newchwang 
on the amounts collected by him dunng the 
year ending March l l th ,  1877. The " fixed 
amount" and " siipplen~entary amount" of 
duties for the annual collectioii of which 
his office is responsible have been got in to 
their full extent, but the L' extra supple- 
mentary" collection, wliich is h e d  by re- 
gidation at Taels 80,000, is rep'resented only 
by Taels 63,175 actually collected. The 
dofioiency is explained by the encroach- 
ment of shipmerits by Steamer, on native 
accoiint, which come within the scope of 
the foreign collectorate, iipon the grouiid 
properly belonging to the administration of 
the native Custoin House. For instance, 
during the previoiis twelvemonth, the 
ainount of duties collected by the foreign 
braiich of tlie Customs was Tls. 239,000 
and odd, which includes Tls. 180,000 and 
odd paid by Chinese shigpers in foreign 
bottoms. According to the tariff of the 
Board of Reveiiue, they would have 
been required to pay duty amoiinting to 
Tls. 118,000 (which would have gone to 
the credit of the native Custom House.) 
During the past twelveinontli, the total 
arnount collected as above was Tls. 257,000 
and odd, incliiding Tls. 176,000 contributed 
by Chinese sliippers. The disturbance in  
the reveniie system which is thiis caused is 
Pleaded in excuse of the shortcoming in 
the older branch of the collectorate; and i t  
is solicited that the deficiency of Tls. 
16,824 in the " extra siipplementary" 
ainount, caused by the encroachment of 
of the " foreign" on the " native" Custom 
House, may be made good in conformity 
with previous precedent by a transfer from 
the account of the foreign branch.- 
Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue con- 
sider and report to US. (See Gazette of 
September 13th, 1876.) 

T'e remainder of this day's ~ali'ette is 
ocouuied with administrative details. 

Aug. 18th.-(I) A Decree. Let F n g  
H~ go to be Superintendent of 

the Manufactory at Nanking. 
(2  and 3.) Decrees in answer to me- 

morials from the two Su~erintendents of 
the livestock and house-property duty a t  
Pekiiig. Both report that the standard 
aiiniial amount has been collected in full, 
but tliat the " supplementary amount" falls 
' short of the prescribed total. The Board 

of Revenue is ordered to consider and 
r e p g t  hereupon. 

(4) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General 
of Kansiih, &C., memorializes upon the 
m~scoriduct of a niilitary oBcer nauiecl Su 

Wan-fuh, a Colonel and brevet Brigade- 
General by rank, and distinguished with 
the order of Bat'uru, having the h o n o d a  
epithet Yechink'en prebed. He was senk 
last year to Barkul to  undertake the Charge 
of guarding the ,road by which supplies are 
forwarded for the army ; but during all the 
months that have elapsed sinoe he took up 
his command he has not apprehended a 
single robber. On the other hand he has 
petitioned stating that there are no traces 
of lurking banditti, and that the road is 
perfectly secure, and requesting to be 
allowed to proceed with hia force t~ the 
front to share in  the operations against 
the enemy. The memorialist rejected 
this request, rebuking him for an ap- 
plication which savours of the offence of 
recklessly advanc$g in disobedience of 
orders ; and but a few days elapsed when 
forays were made at  different points along 
the road by the lurking banditti, caiising 
havoc among the traders and threatening 
an interniption of the communications. 
A force of cavalry and infantry wbich was 
despatched to the spet b now averted 
this source of danger; but the memorial- 
ist feels bound to take notice of the 
presumptuous and selfwilled conduct lately 
manifested by the officer in  question, not- 
withstandii his past services and the 
reputation he has acqiiired throiigh his 
bravery. I t  is requested that he be 
deprived of the honorific epithet accom- 
panying his title of the order of Bat7uru, 
and that he be degraded to the rank of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel.-Sanctioned by rescript. 

Aug. 19th.-Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor- 
General of a s u h ,  &C., memorializes for- 
warding the statement presented to hirn 
by the Brigade-General of Ho Chow, Shen 
Buh-sui, who reports tlie rebuilding of the 
walls of that city iuider his auspices. The 
ancient fortifications, he represents, were 
half destroyed when the place fell into the 
hands of the insurzents. and althoueh 
since the recovery of t h e  blace the battre- 
ments had been restored by the garrison, 
yet as the materiah used were only rnud- 
bricks, they have been reduced to a 
ruinous condition by the effects of weather. 
The walls have now been completely 
rebuilt with baked bricks, the cost of 
whichundertaking it was intended to de- 
fray by a grant from the local lekin revenue. 
The Brigade-General reports, however, 
that the funds of the lekin collectorate 
are insufficient to  meet this demand 
upon them, and he requests perrnission to 
have the amount that has been expended 
for materials, without taking into account 
tlie laboiir of the soldiery, to wit, the sum 
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of Tb. 1,117, considered as a contribution on the night of April 17th, arid employed 

P 
from his own salary toward the piiblic a man of the tribe to break open t b  
service. He has done no more than is his casket and run off with the seal. petitioner 
duty, as commanding in thirr locality, in  having complainedto thelocal authorities, an 
meeting the present requirement, and he  inquest was ordered to be held on her mo- 1 

would not for s moment think of looking ther's remains, and the eoffin containing 
for' any personal reward ; but he asks that them was removed to the District city ; buk 
the services which have been rendered decomposition having set in, examinatior 
by the offioers and men under his command of the corpse was impracticable. ~h 
may be recognized, by permission being exaniiner removed however soine teeth an.. 
given t o  submit the names of the m08t finger-nails from the body ; but petitioner 
deseming among them for marks of the cannot say what has becorne of them. 
Imperial approbation. -Gmnted by rescript. The parties having all beeil summoned 

Aug. 20th-(1 and 2) Decrees permit- to the provincial capital and lodged in 
hing Ng&-leb-ho-pu, Military-Governor of custody, repeated hials have been held, 
Ulbsutai, to resign his office on account of the acciised woman persisting, however, in 
continued ill-health, and appointing HSng affirming her innoceiice, and although tor- 

as sUccesSOr. Ngeh-16h- ture has been resorted to by way of intimi- 
dation, accuser and accused alike adhere 

h ~ - ~ u \ Z t o  conttnue in  ofice until bis suc- firmly to their respective statements. They 
cessor arrives to  relieve hirn. have both signed an application that the 

(3 and 4) Memorials by Ting Pao-cheng, coftin be opened for examination ; and 
Governor-General of Sze-ch'wan, denounc- orders have been given to this effect. 
ing a long list of district officials for defal- (6) The saine authority reports that the 
cations and sundry forms of misconduct. Prefect of Ch'Bng-tu, Li Teh-liang, has 
A list has been submitted to the Governor- purchased advancement to the rank of Taotai 
General by the Provincial Treasurer, of the by contributing to the Kwei-chow Sale 
officids who have been guilty of malversa- of Titles Oflice, and as he has requested 
tions of the tsim-t'iek funds, or additional permission to leave his post, the Prefect of 
percentage-taxleviedin addition to theland Ya-chow Fu is selected as a fit Person to 
tax in  aid of the expenses of administration. become acting inciimbent pending the 
This list is forwarded with the request that receipt of Imperial comnlands with regard 
the individuals named may be stripped of to the appointment of a successor.-For 
their rank and held bound to make restitu- rescript see G ~ z e t t e  of the 9th instant. 
tion within the period of two months.-For Aug. 21st. - (1) A decree appointing 
rescripts see Gazette of 10th inst. Selenge as Manchu Brigade-General a t  

(5) I n  a postscript memorial the same Ch'Qng-tii E"u (See-ch'wan), and T'ung Ki 
authority reports the oiitline of a case affect- as his snccessor in the Brigade-Generalship 
ing the headship of the tribe of aborigines of Hing King (in Manchuria.) 

constituting the t'u sze of @ $f Mu-p'ing. (2) The Governor of Kwangtung memo- 
rializes reporting the condition of affaim 

A petition had been lodged in the time of in the province for the fou&h moon 
the Governor-General's ~redecessor by a (May-Jiine), as regards rainfall, the crops, 
girl named Kesung Tsang Wang-chuma, the prices of grab,  and the bursting of 
daughter of Ta Kien Pao @$ $, the eiril,niibineiits in various districta. He had 
labe chief7s piincipal wife, who complained pre~ous1y reported t0 the like effeot 
stating that her father had died some years t0 the end 0f the third moon. He is 

ago, leaving son of tender age by bis to afford relief to the Imperial anxietY by 
the assurance that notwithstandmg the secondm~ wife, Siao Kien /J\ @, excessive rains experienced in May, the 

and that, as the son was too young to siic- crops generally are now in a pronlising 
' ceed to the chieftainship, the goveriiment stake of forwardness, prices have not in- 

of the tribe and the seal of ofice were creased aboye the rates of the previolls 
placed in the hands of Ta Kien Pao as month, arid tlie ~ e o p l e  are trmquil and 
administratrix. Report to this effect was conteilted. He has, however, to report 
communicated at  the time to the Board at the bursting of several of the river em- 
Peking by the authorities. I n  April, 1875, bankments during the month of M ~ Y ,  by 
Siao Kien Pao, after r~ainly endeavoiiring w h i ~ h  ]arge tracts of country became 
to induce complainant's mother to afix her inundated, with great consequent destmic- 
seal to an application that the boy be tion of poper ty  in the districts north and 
allowed to succeed to his inheritance, west of Canton and in F e  immediate 
administered a fatal dose of poison to her neighbourhood of the city itself. BY t h a  



&ater from the North River, 
g to the bursting of the Shek Kok 
ankment, the siiburbs of Canton were .P 

flooded to a depth of several feet. Officers 
.of the rank of expectant district Magis- 
trate have now been sent to the various dis- 

I tricts affected in this manner, to cooperate 
. with the local notables and officials in 
1 'surveying the amount of damage done and 

devising means for the repair of the 
:enbankments. 

(3) The Governor-General of the two 
and the Governor of Kwangtung 

memorialize reporting that a House 
of Detention for witneeses and complain- 
ants, whilst awaiting proceedings in appeal 
cases, was established at Canton in 1872 
by the then Prefect and Judicial Comrnis- 
sioner, and that the principle upon which 
tKis institution is conducted is in accord 
with that which has been lately prescribed 
on the solicitation of the Governor of 
Kweichow. (See G a ~ t t e  of April 6th, 
1876, and March 29th and April Ist, 1877.) 

Bug. 22nd-No dociiments of importance. 
Aug. 23rd-(1) A decree based upon a 

memorial from Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor- 
General of Kansuh, etc., who has accused 
the Provincial Treasurer of Shansi, Lin 
Show-t'u, of resorting to trickery in con- 
nection with the despatch of funds from 
that province for the military chest of the 
campaign on the western frontier. Since his 
entry upon his office, it is alleged, he has 
acted upon the rule laid down in 1867, that 
a sum of Taels 20,000 per mensem should 
be remitted to Tso Tsung-t'ang'a army, 
ignoring the orders given in 1869, by 
which the rnonthly subsidy was raised to 
Taels 50,000. I t  is solicited that the Board 
of Revenue be commanded to enquire into 
the antecedents of the case, and to submit 
a penalty to be inflicted upon the official 
in  question. The Board is directed to 
enquire and report accordingly. 

(2) Wen Chung-han, a dignitary of the 
Supervisorate of Instruction, memorializes 
representing the distress which prevails in  

province of Shansi in consequence of 
drought of the past twelvemonths. As 
%tive of the province, he receives intelli- 

„-,ce relating to its condition which he 
feels bound to dilate upon ; and he proceeds 
to draw the same pictiire of overwhelming 
distress from famine which has already 
been put forward by other memorialists. 
Up to the middle of July, he has learnt, 
no rain had fallen, and the crops had for 
the ost part withered away, all prospect 
of a%arvest being consequently postponed 
until next year. I n  addition to the misery 
m d  loss of life which is to be deplored, the 

likelihood of disturbances being caused by' 
the machinations of designing villains is 
farther touched upon. The memorialist 
suggests, as a means of providing funds to  
meet the emergency, to  which the local 
supplies of grain and the Taels 200,000 
allotted by Government must prove in- 
adequate, that the sale of rank and office 
be resorted to as a temporargr measure. 
H e  would have Substantive rank offered 
for purchase at a slight reduction as com- 
pared with the existing offices in  connec- .., 
tion with the provinces of Kansuh and 
Kweichow, in order to attract contributors. 
The operations of the office might be f 
limited to the spring of next year, when I 
the early wheat crops may be looked 
for.-For rescript see Gazette of 14th inst. 

(3) The Governor-General and Governor 
of Kwangtung memorialize reporting the 

I 
introduction of steam-launches for police 
purposes on the rivers of the province. 
Some years ago, they premise by stating, 
the late Governor-General Jui Lien and 
the late Governor Tsiang Yih-li obtained 
seven steam gunboats by purchase 
from the British and French, which 
wer,e severally commissioned to act as 
cruisers. Aa it was found that the cost of 
munitions of war, which it wae neoeesary 
to import from abroad, was considerable, 
and as moreover when repairs were required 
to  the machinery of the vessels much com- 
plication was entailed by the necessity of 
sending them to Hongkong for this purpose, 
a machine shop and arsenal was set on foot 
at Canton, which was placed under the 
direction of certain titular officials residing 
there. The furst undertaking which the - 

establishment in question was called upon * 

to prodiice W= a couple of steam-vessels 

the time to the Throne by the late Gov- 

1. 
for inland navigation, as was reported a t  , 

ernor-General. The three great rivers of I 
the province, entitled respectively the - 
North, East, and West Rivers, from the 

. 

directions from which they flow, require .; 
a large number of police-craisers for the 
repression of brigandage and'the protection 
of traffic ; and as the older class of vessel 
cannot compete with steamers in  respect of 
speed, fourteen additional steam cruir~ers , , 
have been ordered to be built at the Govern- L 

ment works above-mentioned, malring with 
the two previously constriicted 16 in all. 
The total cost has been Taels 96,860 ; and . 

the monthly expenditure for wages and 
sundries amounts to Tls. 4,148. Inspection 
has been held of the vessels in question 
after their completion, and they are foiind 
to be solidly built, of good material, and 
with satisfactory qualities of Speed. They 



kave been dktributed for service on the 
three principal rivers. The vessels them- 
aelves are built on the foreign model, and, 
as their engines and equipments are all 
necessarily obtained from abroad, the cost 
has been of a nature unprovided for in the 
existing precedents. I t  can only be stated 
that all the money has been honestly 
expended and that no surcharges of a dis- 
honest nature have been made. The 
expenditare has been defrayed, in con- 
formity with the rule established in cases 
heretofore reported to  the Throne, from 
the o p i u m - k h  revenue. A statement of 
the outlay in  detail is forward to the 
Boards.-Rescript : Let the Boards con- 
cerned take note. 

Aug. 24th.-(Court Circular). Ts6ng 
E-ts6h paid hia respects on the expiry of 
his mourning-for his deceased father 
Tsting Kwoh-fan, and his mother-and had 
audience.-Kwang K'o, Manchu General- 
in-chief of Si-ngan, had audience on his 
departure for his post. 

(1) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from Shbn Pm-eheng, Governor General of 
the Two Kiang, who has dwelt upon the 
abuses and ineaciency with which the 
administration of the S d t  supply of the 
Hwai Peh diviaion is chargeable, and hm 
solicited that a pemlty be imposed upon 
Bimself in this connection. I n  reply, the 
afficials in charge of the various offices 
conneded with t h k  dopartment are called 
upon to exert themselves to secure the 
proper disposal of the quantities of salt 
allotted by regulation to the year's delivery, 
and their impeachment in carre of continued 
inmtivity is sanctioned. Shbn Pao-cheng's 
request for the infiction of a penalty upon 
himself is dismissed. 

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial from 
Sh6n Pao-ch6ng and the Governor of 
Kiangsu, who have solicited a remission of 
the grain-tax on behalf of certain of the 
districts near Nanking, on the score of their 
prostrate condition and their recent suffer- 
ings from locustfl and drought. A remis- 
sion of three-tenths of the grain-tax is 
eonceded in favour of five districts, and the 
decree to this effect is ordered to be 
publicly placarded, the proper steps being 
a t  the Same time commanded t u  be taken 
in order to ensure this manifestation of 
bounty being enjoyed in due measure, and 
official underlings restrained from aots of 
abuse. 

(3) A decree granting two months' congd 
to the junior Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue, W6ng T'ung-ho (one of the two 
Imperial preceptom,) to enable him to attend 

the fmi ly  burying-ground. 

(4) A Decree. In the poskoript nzemofl 
presented to us this day by the Cengor G,, 
Ngen-p'u, a character is wrongly 
the way of elevation. Let the ~~~d 
decide iipon the penalty to which he shPiod& 
be subjected. 

(5) A decree conferring the appointment 
of Colonel (tai-p6ng) upon oae of two 
Tibetan officers whose names have been 
submitted for choice, on a vacancy occur- 
ring, by the Resident at Lassa. 

(6) Ming Ngan, newly-appointed Mili* 
Governor of Kirin, memorializes reporting 
his having taken over the seal of office on 
the 11th July. I n  the customary Summary 
of his antecedents he describes himself as a 
Manchu, the hereditary bondsman of 
sovereign, of the most inferior order of 
intelligente-who, having taken the degree 
of tsim-she i n  1856, and passed through 
sundry stages of the Hanlin College, was 
appointed in  1871 to the office of Vice- 
President of the Board of Punishments a t  
Moukden. On being now advanced to ther 
post of Military Governor of Kirin he feels 
himself overwhelmed with a sense of hi.s own 
deficiencies, but he will use every exerkion 
to discharge his duty with energy ruid 
probity, taking counsel in ali matters with 
the Acting Military-Governor a t  Moukden, 
Ch'ung How, &C., &C. 

(7) Ming Ch'un and Thk'ekina, Imperial 
Agent and Assistant Agent at  Hami,. 
jointly memoriabe reporting the receipt 
of a communication from General Chang. 
yao, forwarding to their care m e  
2,000 and odd Dungani Mussulman pri- 
soners of both sexes who were taken 
at  Turfan, and whose story, that they 
were carried away by force from their 
homes in the neighbourhood of H&, is 
found on enquiry to be correct. The MUS- 
sulman tribal prince, Mai-ha-mb-t'b (Ma- 
hommed), has been called upon to plac0 
these people under the charge of nobles o r  
begs, with a view to their being properly 
controlled ; and, as they are in a lamentable 
stnte of destitution, the memorialists, 
although themselves not knowing which 
way to turn for means, have done what they 
can to supply them with rations, in order that 
they may not remain utterly un~rovidedfor. 
In reply to interrogations as to what hacf 
be~ome of the  Princess Pesir, they stake 
tliat, according to the reports they bad 
heard, she h d  been carried away forcibl~ 
by the Eokandi barbarians (the h h g a r i a n ~  
under Yakub Khan), and plaoed Sole- 
where in the neighbourhood of Bukur- 
The memorialists have given ordere 
Mahommed to send trusty headmen t a  
the front to  obtain iatelligence respec- I 



her;  and so soon as authentic news s h d  province has been affiicted. He solicit~ 
have been received, measures shall be permission to retain, for the purpose of 
devised to bring her back to Hami. piirchasing grain for distribution, the sum 

(8) In  a postscript memorial the Same of Taels lQ0,000 pertaining to the pro- 
ofticials aubmit a representation laid before viiicial subsidy destined for transmission to 
them by Mahommed, ruling prince of the .Peking, together with a balance of Taels 
Mussulman tribe of Hami, to the following 48,900 remaining over from the grab- 
effect :-"His first wife (fu-tsin, Princess commutation tax account for 1885. I t  is 
Consort), Han-man-'rhTba-nu, having been observed, in reply to this application, that 
made prisoner in  1883 by the Xhensi the funds destined for the supply of means 
Mussulmans, and subjected to insult for the metropolitan expenditure, and the 
and violence, was driven out of her grain tax, are, properly speaking, items of 
senses, and died after reaching Hami, revenue of such importance as to forbid 
leaving him without any one to assist him propositions for their retention in a 
in  the affairs of his household. Owing to provincial exchequer ; but in view of the 
the roads without being blockaded he was distressed condition of the province, as 
unable to secure another alliance, and had represented in the Governor's memorial, 
no resource, therefore, but to take to wife he is permitted to appropriate the amounts 
Monuker, daughter of one of the officers in  question for the purpose of laying in 
of his household, and granddaughter of stocks of grain. The amounts are to be 
the late Beg of T'usalakhchi. I n  con- made good hereafter at a suitable op- 
sequence of the state of warfare which was portunity. 
then at  its height, he did not veuture to (2) The Censor HuP'ing-che memorializes 
submit the report to this effect ; but he representing that through the neglect of 
is now encouraged to submit an appli- duty evinced by the heads of government 
cation to be allowed to share in the departments at  Peking, persons of unfit 
privileges which have repeatedly been character are allowed to enter upon posts as 
conferred by Decree of late years upon Secretaries to the various Boards, from 
the #L-t& (recognized princesses) of the which they would be debarred if the 
Mussulman tribes. As however [ his principle of examination and selection were 
marriage with ] Monuker, his present duly acted upon. H e  solicits that commands 
wife, has not been reported to the Mongolian be issued requiring a strict compliance 
Superintendency, she is not admitted to a with the regulation in this respect.-For 
share of the Imperial bounty, and he rescript See Gazette of the 13th inst. 
entreats therefore that an application may (3) The aame Censor draws attention in 
be submitted on his behalf for her being a postscript memorial to the abuses per- 
invested with the title of fth-tsin." The petrated by officials and their underlings in  
memorialists add that Mahommed is in a the districts afüicted by famine. When 
very i n h  state of health, and unable to the bounty of the Sacred Ruler has been 
attend to the conduct of business. The vonchsafed, he represents, in remissions 
former Agent at Hami obtained Imperial of taxation, the Magistrates of departments 
sanction to his request that the princess and districts hasten to forestall the collec- 
Pesir, Mairihanu by name, should assist in tion, with the view of appropriating to their 
the conduct of afl'airs relating to the own use the amounts gathered in under 
purchase of supplies and operations of an Cover of statements declaring the people 

.offensive and defensive nature, which she to have been in arrear as regards pay- 
did for a number of years without detriment ment. In distribiiting the grain allotted 
to the public service. Since she was carried for relief, moreover, the clerks and under- 
off southwards as a prisoner in the hands lings of the Magistracies are wont to turn 
of Bayan Hu, the leader of the Shensi their opportunity to account for piir- 
insurgents, the Mussulman affairs have poses of extortion, even going the length 
lacked headship ; and the memorialists of giving notice that repayment at  the rate 
support the request for the recognition of of cent. per cent. will be required. As a 
Monuker as princess, on the ground that consequence of this, the sufferers from 
this will supply the tribal sovereign with famine are deterred from accepting the 
the domestic assistance he is in need of.- proffered relief, and, horrifying to relate, 
Sanctioned by rescript. in some cases even offer money payments 

Bug. 25th.-(1) A decree in answer to a to  secure exemption from its bestowal. 
memorial from the Governor of Honan, From the malpractices now exposed, neither 
who has represented the necessity of pro- Honan nor Shantung can be said to be 
viding means for the subsistence of the free. The Censor entreats that commands 
people owing to the drought with which the , be issued to the Governors of all the 



Aug. 26th.-A decye. Let Tseng Ki- 
ts6li q#m by special grace become 
expectant of appointnwnt to office as 
a sub-Director of one of the minor 
metropolitan offices, with rank of the fourth 
or iifth degree. (N.B.-Tseng Ki-tseh is 
the eldest son of the late Ts6ng Kwoh-fan- 
See Gazette of July 21st.) 

The remainder of this day's Gazette is 
principally occupied with memorials relat- 
ing to the enshrinement of the Imperial 
tab1et.-See Gazette of 14th inst.) 

Aug. 27th.-(1) Liu Ch'ang-yeo, Go- 
vernor-General of Yuniian, etc., memo- 
rializes representing in urgent terms the 
failing condition of his health, notwith- 
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provinces concerned, requiring them to 
institute an active supervision over the 
conduct of their subordinates.-For rescript 
see Gazette of 13th inst. 

(4) The Governor of Kwangsi memo- 
rialues stating that a petition had been 
lodged with him by a deputation of 
persons belonging to one of the aboriginal 
races (the Yao), who represent that for 
many years past, as denizens of the Kwan- 
yang district in the Kwei-lin Prefecture, 
they have been occupied as tillers of 
the soil, paying taxes to the Imperial 
authorities, and that their numbers having 
increased and habits of study having taken 
root m o n g  them, they are desirous of be- 
ing admitted to the privileges of the official 
exaniination System in conformity with a 
precedent established on behalf of the Yao 
tribe in the Hing-ngan district. The Gov- 
ernor has to state, hereupon, that the num- 
ber of adult males of the Yao aborigines 
within the Kwan-yang district is reported to 
him by the Magistrate as something over 
1,000. The tendency to adopt habits of 
study is traced to the more frequent inter- 
Course with the authorities which was 
brought about by the rebellion, when the 
Yao cultivators were called upon to organise 
themselves on the footing of trainbands ; 
and the attractions of civilization and 
culture have prevailed over their original 
wild and unlettered disposition. The 
Governor recommends that, in conformity 
with precedents set in similar cases in the 
reigns of Tao Kwang and Hien Fang, 
degrees at the primary exarninations shall 
be added in favour of the Yao tribe in 
question, in the ratio of one degree for the 
candidates coming forward if upwards of 
ten in number, and two degrees if the 
number of candiates exceeds twenty, this 
last to be the limit of the degrees accessible. 
-Referred by rescript for the consideration 
of the Board of Cereinonies. 

enquiry. - 
(2) A Decree. Let the two newly 

graduated ts im she, who were this day pre- 
sented in audience to make good a previous 
non-attendance, be handed over to the Boad 
of Civil Office to draw lots for appointment 
to a provincial staff and to receive employ- 
ment forthwith as District Magistrates. 

(3) The Governor of Ngan-hwei memori- 
alizes snbmitting the result of an appeal 
case, the complainant in which was 
forwarded in custody to the province 
last October, after lodging his appeal 
at Peking. The subject of the com- 
plaint was an alleged act of violence 
committed by one Chao Tsung-wu; biit 
complainant is proved by sundry records, 

standing the cong6 of two months for 
wliicli he asked sanction in a mmorial 
despatched by hirn on the 18th Jme 
last. He sets forth in detail the syrnptoms 
of weakness, approaching to paralysis, 
with which he is oppressed, and beseeches 
leave to vacate his office and return to  his 
native place for the care of his health, 
leaving the post he occupies to be flled by 
a speedy appointment at the Sovereign's 
pleasure. - Rescript : We grant tliree 
monthd' congd to Liu Ch'ang-yeo. He need 
not vacate his office. 

(2) The Controllers of the Imperial Parks 
and Pleasure Grounds memorialize report- 
ing the particulars of a distiirbance caused 
by a mob of villagers outside the Nun 
Yiian Hunting Park, lying to the south of 
Peking. Headed by one Ho Lung-urh, 
some 30 or 40 of the villagers had assembled, 
armed with swords, spears, and staves, a t  
the gateway of one of the Temples belong- 
ing to the park, loudly declaring that they 
intended to have revenge about the Gase of 
a man named Chao Ta, who had lately been 
apprehended for cutting down wood in the 
Imperial avenue. The Secretary iii charge 
of the temple went witli a party of soldiers to 
disperse the mob, who, however, attacked 
tlie soldiers and wounded two of them, after 
which they took to flight. The names of 
several of the rioters are given, and it  is 
solicited that comrnarids be issued for their 
apprehension.-For rescript See Gaaette of 
27th inst. 

Aug. 28th.-(Court Circular.) Wen 
Kah, newly-appointed Governor of Shan- 
tung, had audience of leave. 

(1). A decree handing over to the Board 
of Civil OGce, for the imposition of a 
penalty, one of the Police Magistrates of 
Peking, who has been accused by the 
Censors of the East division of the city for 
neglect to compel the attendance of an 
accused person before a conimission of 





coming to Yünnan my grandfather had 
occasion to take refuge in the Shen- 
hwa district in Ch'ang-sha Fu, in Hunan, 
where he purchased certain property ; 
nmd being now about to return to my 

h p r o p e r  home, it is incumbent upon me 
to take up my abode, in fulfilment of my. 
#orefathersJ intentions, a t  the district above- 
named. Inasmuch, however, as in pre- - vious statements I have reported myself 
as bel~nging t a  Tsing Chow, 1 am bound, 
on proposing now to remove to the district 
of Shen-hwa, to submit a report to this 
effect for record, to  the end that my 
own descendants may be held guilty of no 
infringement of regulation in making that 
place their home for the future. The 
allowances, dso, to which by the degree 
of nobility conferred upon me I am entitled, 
should likewiae be issued from the district 
above-named." On receipt of the foregoing, 
the Covernor-General submita the request 
for Imperial sanction.-Rescript. 'Be it as 
is requested : Let the Boards concerned 
take note. 

Bug. 30 th .41)  A Decree. Let Kwang 

Yin succeed to the post of In- 

tendant of the Yen-P'ing circuit in Shansi. 
(2) Tsbng Kwoh-ts'uan, Governor of 

Shansi, memorializes referring once more 
to the calamity with which that province 
has been visitkl, in the shape of the 
pending drought and consequent famine. 
For upwards of 40 days he had held 
uninterrupted servkes of prayer, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the province had 
visited in Person a noted temple to bring 
away water (as a talisman.) On the 22nd 
and 23rd July slight showers were ex- 
perienced, which gave rise to the hope that 
a crop of buckwheat might be got into the 

V ground ; but the first week of August had 
arrived without the longed for rain, and 
even the slight prospect of relief previously 
indulged in must now, i t  is feared, be 
changed to disappointment. The Governor 
solicits, in  view of the urgent need for 
funds iinder which the provin6e is labour- 
ing, that the precedent set in the case of 
the suffering from floods around Tientsin, 
by resorting to the sale of office and titles, 
be followed, and that 2,000 certificates of 
piirchase, stamped in blank, be supplied to 
him from Peking. Should this be done, he  
proposes to take measures for offering these 
certificates for sale at the pfincipal com- 
mercial centres, as a means of obtaining the 
funds that are so much needed. (For 
rescript See k e t t e  of 14th inst.) 

(3) Jui Lien, Military Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of Ch'ahar, memorializes reporting 

.. . 
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that, owing to a terrific storm which took ', 
place in the neighbourhood of Ch&g-chis . 
K'ow (Kalgan) on the 6th August, the 
waters of a mountain torrent were sudded 
swelled to such a height as to break th roud  , 
a dam which had only lately been rebuilt 
for the protection of the military cantop- 
ment at that point. Upwards of tws 
hundred of the soldiers' houses were swept 
away, and nine persons, women and 
children, were drowned. The number 
of soldiers' families left houseless by 
this disaster is upwards of 120. The 
cause of the overflow in this instancs 
is attributed to a silting up of tlie 
bed of tlie str6am, which has caused 
it, in the Course of the last few years, to  
become elevated almost to a point above 
the level of the roofs of the houses. A 
niere restoration of the dam as it  formerly 
existed would scarcely suffice to prevent a 
recurrence of the danger. Of the 600 and 
odd soldiers' quarters heretofore in exist- 
ence, 240 and upwards were destroyed 
last year, and the present flood, in  sweeping 
away some 200 more, has left a iom: 
paratively small number standing. It % 
proposed, therefore, that the cantonment 
should be removed to a more permanently 
secure position. (For rescript See Gazette 
of 16th inst.) 

AUE. 31st.-(1) Mei K'i-chao. Governor 
of Ch*ehkiang, kemorializes with reference 
to a case of mortmain. A representation 
has been addressed to the provincial Gov- 
ernment by members of the Tu family, 
headed by an ex-Vice-President of the 
Board of Ceremonies, named Tu Lien, with 
reference to certain lands bequeathed by 
their ancestors for religious and charit- 
able purposes connected with the family 
kindred. The bequest, originally made 
about a century ago by the ancestor, 
13th in line of recorded descent, was en- 
larged by successive legacies until the area 
in question has reached the extent of up- 
wards of 1,000 mozu. Tlie family having 
been scattered at the time of the rebellion, 
and anxiety being felt lest unworthy mem- 
bers should perchance be found among them 
and the rriles heretofore instituted with 
reference to the property be interferea 
with, it is iiow ryuested that confirmatioti 
of these may be obtained by Ilnpe* 
decree, in conformity with a precedentl 
set in 1874, to the end that t h e  land in 
question may be secured agalnst s d e  On - 
tlie p ~ t  of any persoii, wliether a member 
of the f;lmily or otherwise. - &script : 
Let the Boards concerned take note. 

(2) The Same authority reports that 8 

nephew of his, nanied Mei W&-yÜ, i 



.U,-Prefect on probation in Chehkiang, has 
been called upon by him to remove from 
that province in conformity with the regu- 
lation which makes it obligatory for the 
junior to retire under such circumstances. 

(3) The Governor of Chehkiang farther 
reports upon the step he has taken, with a 
view to economy, in connection with the 
squadron of ten Cantonese war-jiinks, hav- 
ing crews to the number of 300 men all told, 
which were obtained from Canton in 1864 
by the then Governor of the province 
through the agency of a Lieiitenant-Colonel 
named Chang K'i-kwang, for the purpose of 
cruising on the coast for the suppression of 
piracy. The total outlay upon this squadron; 
including the allowances to the officers in 
command, the hire of the junks, and the 
pay of the braves, etc., has been TIs. 4,610 
per mensem, withoiit including the cost of 
munitions of war. Chang K'i-kwang having 
been detailed for duty in Forinosa, the 
command of the squadron was placed in 
the hands of the expectant Colonel 
Chang Yiing-kwang. At present, i t  has to 
be stated, tranquillity prevails along the 
ooast, and since 1865, moreover, Lhe various 
marine divisions of the provincial forces 
have gradually supplied themselves with 
junks of various descriptions for cruising 
purposes, the total cost of which has 
amounted to Tls. 1,800,000. There aye 
at  present 74 vessels of this class, with 
crews ranging from 25 to 50 men according 
to the size of the craft, in  addition to which 
two steam-vessels, the Fuh-$0 and the 
YZiam-k'ai, have been detached by the pro- 
vince of Fuhkien for service in  Chehkiang, 
so that the provision for cruising piuposes 
is amply sufficient. The Governor has de- 
cided, therefore, to dispense with the 
services of the Cantonese junks after the 
month of June, and he submits his report 
to this effect. 

Sept. 1st.-(Extracts from Reports of 

the Supervisorates, H@). 1. Report 
from the Board of Civil Office, submitting 
the penalty which should be imposed upon 
Ts'en Yu-ying, late actiiig Governor-General 
of Yunnan and Kweicliow, for an error in 
an expose of the shortcomings of one of his 
subordinates. Rescript received : On Ibis 
recippointment to office, let Ts'en Yu-ying 
be mulcted in orie year's sa1ary.-2. Report 
from the Board of Civil Oflice, submitting 
a penalty in the case of Tso Tsiing-t'ang, 
Governor-General of Kansiih, etc., for the 
yan t  of straightforwardness in a report 
received from him. Rescript received : 
Let Tso Tsung-t'ang be degraded by one 
step of honorary rank, and remain in his 

post. Note.-The supervising Censors r 
as a species of Audit Board, to secue t 
exact fuument  of the letter of o f f i c ~  
regulations in  a11 matters relating to the 
six adininistrative Boards. Mulcts of salary 
(which is never drawn), and the withdrawal 
of steps of honorary rank (which are con- 
ferred with a special view to this 
contingency), are the penalties forming the 
result of their labours. 

(I) A, decree in answer to a memorial 
from Mei K'i-chao, Governor of Cheh-kiang, 
who has enlarged upon the meritorious 
services'performed in that province by the 
late ex-Governor of Kwangtung, Tsiang 
Yih-li (who died at Peking in the spring of 
18?5), in the suppression of the Taiping 
rebellion. A posthumous title of honour 
is bestowed upoii him as requested. 

(2) Li Ming-ch'ih, Judicial Commissioner 
of Fuhkien (late Taotai at Eiankow), memo- 

July. I n  tlie customary recital of the 
diities to which he accedes, he observes 
that, moreover, since the establishment of 
foreign cqmmercial relations, aresponsibility 
of the highest importance has been super- 
added in the shape of the necessity for deal- 
ing impartially in all cases of an inter- 
national character. 

(3) The Governor of Yünnan memo- 
rializes forwarding a statement presented 

rialiies reporting his arrival at his new post, 1 

and his assuiiipt,ion of office, on the 25th 1 

by the ex-General-in-chief, Yang Yü-k'o, 
narrating the particulars of the bene- 
factions he had conferred upon the popula 
tion of the western Bection of Yünnan 
from whence the majority of the " bravea" 
had been drawn with whose aid he had re- 
captured Ta-li F u  aiid the other cities held 
by the Mahommedan iusurgents since the 
outbreak in 1866. H e  has now converted his 

the benefit of the students of Western Yün- 

I 
late residence at  Ta-li F u  into a College for . 
nan, whichhe has endowed withrents derived 
from land and houses, in order to fnrnish 
stipends for the students and travelling 
allowances to the candidates proceeding to 
Peking for the civil and military examina- 
tions. The Governor, referring to the sur- 
render bvYang Yu-k'o of his admitted claii 
against 6oven;ment for the pay of troopm 
due to him, to the amoiint of Tls. 400,000, 
for which act honours have heretofore been 
decreed to him, now places this present 
inost meritorious undertaking on h$ part, 
on record. 

(4) Li Hung-chang, Governor-Generd of 
Chihli, memorializes supporting an applica- 
cation made by the oficials sent from 
Yuniian, vi& Ewangsi and Canto?, in &arge 
of copper for shipment to Tientsin Isy 



@eamer, to be allowed to carry merchandize 
free of Customs' duty and Ziki-in to the 
&munt of 1/6th of the weight qf the copper, 
W s means of compensating them for the 
insufficient sum allowed by the regulations 
for freight on the metal. After setting 
forth the ~ c o l t i e s  encountered in obtain- 
ing transport with the inadequate allowance 
provided, and admitting +hat the present 
application is unsupported by the regula- 
tiom, he subiuits that the ruie applied to 
#e oarriage of the Government rice by 
the, nit+mers of the C. M. s. N. Co. ~ h d d  
be estmded to the transport of copper, as 
~ @ s  the futuro shipments yet to be 
made, and thaO it  should operate eqiially 
&r thv water-cahge from the head of 
mvigatian in awangsi to Canton as for the 
steamer-shipment thence to Tientsin. The 
ama~mt  at present allowed to the C.M.S.N. 
Co. for freight and insurance on the copper 
aarried fmm Shanghai to Tientsin, he ob- 
Semes, is but Tl, 1 per picu1.-Referred by 
rescript for the consideration of the Board 
of Revenue. 

Sept. 2nd.-(1) A decree pronoiincing 
sentences of degradation and punishment 
in the case of certain military oEcers 
charged by the Military Governor of Kirin 
with cowsrdice in operations against the 
nioiuited banditti infesting that province, 
or with abandonment of their posts a t  the 
approach of the bands. Authority is given 
b inflict capitd puniehment in any future 
=es of the kind. 

(2) A Rescript. Let Ts'üan K'ing become 
chief, and Shang Tsung-jiii assistant, Sup- 
erintendent~ of the Customs of Peking. 

(3) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General of 
Kansuh, etc., memorializes denouncing Lin 
Show-t'u, Lieutenant-Governor and Finan- 
cial Commissior~er of Shansi, in violent 
hrms, as having sought by a verbal juggle 
to  reduee the amount of the monthly 
payment forwarded from the pro-\riilcial 
exchequer to the military chest of 
the army of Sungaria, without inciirring 
fhe pains and penalties provided againilt 
such diminutions in the supply. In 1869, 
he represents, it was arranged bg the 
Board of Revenue that, of the sum of 
Tls. 3,324,000 which was to be furnished 
annually Eor the purposes of his mili- 
targ operations, the province of Shansi 
should pqy a nnionthly sum of Tls. 30,000, 
besides which Tls. 20,000 were further to 
be provided monthly frorn the Same source 
for the Special behoof of the troops under 
Mu-t'u-shen. The Financid Commis~ion~r 
is now accused of having presented a report 
to the late Governor, shortly before the 
latter retired from office, by which he was 

hoodwinked into sanctioning a rediiction of 
the montlily issues to the sum of Tls. 30,000, 
on the Score of the removal of Mut'u-sheii's 
particiilar command. Tso Tsung-t'ang in- 
veighs fierily against the acts and arguments 
of the Finaricial Commissioner, observing 
at the Same time that he is not ignorant of 
nor indserent to the sufferings to which 
the provirice of Shansi has been lately 
exposed by famine ; and he solicits the 
pnnishment of Lin Show-t'u by way of 
warning. I n  the coiirse of his memorial, 
a mention of " foreign loans " :& 
appears for the first time in the Gmette, in  
connection with the assistance rendered by 
the authorities of other provinces in the 
supply of the funds and the reimbursement 
of this description of indebtedness.-For 
rescript See Gaaette of 23rd Aug. 

Sept. 3rd.-(I) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from the Board of Revenue, with 
reference to the case of the Firiancial Com- 
missioner of Shansi, who has been de- 
nounced by tlie Govetnor-General Tso 
Tsiing-t'ang for wilfiilly withholding the 
full amount of the monthly remittances 
due from that province to his military 
chest. The Board submit that the official 
in question has been giiilty of a grave dere- 
liction of duty, and comniands are now 
issued requiring the Board to decide upon 
the penalty he has incurred. The late 
Governor of the province, wlio accepted 
his representations without due enquiry, 
is also to be subjected to a penalty. 

(2) The Governor of Honan memorializes 
representing the suffering caiised in that 
province by the prevailing drought and the 
consequent irnpoverishment of the pro- 
vincial exchequer, requesting permission to 
retain for disbursement two arnounts, cou- 
stituting a total of Taels 147,900 and odd, 
whicli should properly speaking be remitted 
to Peking.-Sanctioned by rescript. (See 
Gaz t te of Aug. 25th.) 

Sept. 4th-(I) A Decree. Sung Kwei, 
Resident at Lassa, mernorializes Us report- 
irig that the nephew of the Tenth Dalai 
Lama has died in  consequence of an illness, 
and soliciting sanction by rescript to the 
succession to the rank thus vacated. We 
sanction accordingly tlie succession of 
P'&ng-tsb Wang tien, second nephew of 
tlie Tenth Dalai Lama, to the dignity of 
wearing the insigiiia of the k s t  degree of 
rank which has been vacated by the decease 
of Sonom Chani-ts'an, nephew of the Dalai 
Lama. 

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from Liu Fing-chang, Governor of Kiangsi, 
sanctioning the degradation and punish- 
ment of sundry district Magistrates, charged 



with defalcation on th; transfer of their 
mounts. 

(3) 'Ehe Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang and the Governor of Kiangsu jointly 
memorialize soliciting remissions of taxation 
on behalf of certain districts within the 
Nanking prefecture, on the score of their 
impoverished condition.-For rescript see 
Gawtte of Aug. 23rd. 

Sept. 5th.-(1) A decree in  answer to a 
memorial from the Censor She K'ing-sih, 
who has denounced a Taotai and Brevet 
Salt Commissioner in Kiangsu named 
Liu Wen-kai @J B, a native of 
Nganhwei, as having been originally a 
low-placed menial in  official employ in 
Chehkiang, who purchased a grade of rank 
under false pretences and has been suc- 
cessively advanced, on recommendation, to 
F present position. This is in flagrant 
molation of the law ; and it is decreed 
accordingly that the offender be deprived of 
his rank and that the authorities of tlie 
provinces above-named do institute a 
stringent enquiry and inflict the puniiih- 
ment which tlie laws prescribe. 

(2) The Director-General of the Yellow 
River, Li Hoh-nien, reports that the ten 
squadrons composing the grain fleet of the 
year, the arrival of which on the south 
bank of the Yellow River has already been 
reported, reached Pa-li Miao, on the 
nisrth bank, on the 15th July, where 
they lay for some days waiting for a 
sufficient rise of water to enable them to 
ebter the northern section of the Canal. 
Eetween the 25th and 27th, the river rose 
upwards of four ch'ih, and it  was deter- 
mined thereupon by the authorities in  
charge to Open the dam which had been 

V constructed and to allow the water to flbw 
in. This was done at midnight of the 29th 
July, and five of the squadrons were suc- 
cessively floated into the Canal. I n  the 
Course of the following afternoon, however, 
the river suddenly began to fall, and more 
than half of the sixth squadron was shut 
out from the Canal, the mouth of which 
was left dry. The officials proceeded forth- 
with to construct another dani and to 
dredge the Canal mouth to a greater depth, 
trusting to a later rise in the River to en- 
able the remaining junks to enter. 

Sept. 6th.-(1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from Ting Pao-cheng, Governor- 
General of Sze-ch'wan, who has solicited 
Imperial sanction to the erection of temples 
in that province and in Kweichow in 
commemoration of the late Governor of 
Kweichow, T s h g  Pi-kwang. The request 
irc acceded to, and the biography of the 

deceased public servant is ordernd to bie 
enrolled in the national annals. 

(2) Pao Ying, Military dssistant-Goovernor 
' 

at  Kobdo, memorialims soliciting the issue 
of a new seal of office, to replace that which 
is now in use, and which has become worn 
and indistinct through age. I t  was original- 
ly issued, as the inscription it bears attestg 
in  the year A.D. 1'735.-Rescript : Let the 
Board of Ceremonies take note. 

Sept. '7th.-(1) A decree in answer to  s 
memorial from certain members of the 
Censorate, who have reported that a body 
of officials and notables have subscribed 
thc necessary funds for the establishment 
of a Charitable Asvlum in the neighbour- 
hood of the West Gate of the 0u<m City 
bf Peking, where they propose to receive 
and care for the distressed poor in winter. 
I n  conformity with the rques t  preferred, 
an annual donation of 300 piculs of milkt 
is ordained to be made. The list of sub- 
scribers, submitted in a pmtscript memorid, 
is handed over to  the proper Board for 
consideration and report. 

(2) The Mongolian Siiperintendency me- 
morialues at great length, presenting its 
report on the application forwarded through 
the Resident at Lassa, in which sanction is 
entreated for the restoration to Tibet 
of the Galdan Silkt'u Nomen 'Han, in 
the person of his reembodiment, declared 
to have been found in the neighbour- 
hood of T'ao-Chow in Kansuh (see 
Gazette of 26th July.) The petition of the 
tribal chief in which thie applieation is 
made, refers to the downfall and punish- ' - 
ment of the Nomen 'Han for the oflences 
with which he was charged at  Lassa in 
1844, but states that after the release of the 
banished dignitary from the place of his 

he had led a retired and blameless life until 
1854 at his native place in T'ao-Chow, 

b 
confinement in the Amur province in 1861, , 

where he died in that year just at tho time 
when an application for his restoration to 
Tibet had been laid before the Throne. His 
reembodiment in the person of a youth now 
in 11% seventeenth year is affirmed as 
perfectly authentic, and it  is solicited 
that this re-incarnation of the deceased 
dignitary may be permitted to return to  
Tibet in a purely religious capacity. In for- 
warding this petition, the Resident refers 
to the history of the predecessor of the 
individual in question, who was known 
as the Erdeni Nomen 'Han, Galdan Silet'u 
Awang Ch'ulchim, who, in  his earlier years, 
twice visited Peking and undertook, a t  the 
command of His Majesty then upon the 
throne, the conduct of divers aff8.58,. in 
which he aoquitted himself aatisfmto*. 1 

T 
I 
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H e  was twice placed ztt the head of the of reappearing again on earth in  human 
Tibetan Council of Siate, and concurrently form, a w=&g to those who bring 
invested with the offioe of Galdan Ch'e-pa dispace upon the Yellow Church. On the 
(01 Diba P) In tG ~ p a c i t y  he greatly 16th May, 1845, an Imperial decree con- 
forwarded the intermts of religion, render- fk-med this sentence, ordering the delin- 
ing in this wise omspicuous service. His quent to be transported to the Amur, kept 
re6mbodiment took place in  the Person in rigorous conhement, and denied all 
of Awang Chambalch'uch'~ngcharnts'o, the communication with strangers. The re- 
Nomen 'Han whose downfall took place maining terms of the sentence werelikewise 
in the m-er referred to above. In  com- confirmed. I n  consequence of the Act of 
menting upon this case, the Mongolian Grace proclaimed in 1850 (on the accession 
fluperhtendency quotes the series of of Hien Feng), a decree was issued on the 
Deorees which were issued with reference to  5th May of that year, permitting the de- 
ae de@dation and removal of the Nomen linquent to return to his native ~ lace ,  

beginning with thatof NovernberlGth, where he was to be kept under rigor- 
lw, in &ich the crimes alleged against ous surveillance by the local aiithori- 
him are siimmarised. The Norn6n 'Han, ties. An application which he submitted 
Galdan Silet'u Samadi Bakhshi, had been in 1854 through the Military Lieutenant- 
accused of levying pecuniary exactions, of Governor of Ch'ahar, tendering a con- 
forcibly t&ng possession of the lands and tribution of Tls. 2,000 for the uses of 
houses of others, of razing dwellings to  Government, and soliciting permission to 
the ground without lawful authority, of visit Wu-t'ai Shan to perform there a dis- 
presuming unwarrantably to use sedans tribution of alms, was rejected together 
arid umbrellas of State, of violently appro- with the proffered amount ; and shortly 
priating the goods of traders, and of har- after this he died. The Superintenden~~ 
bouring refwgees from justice. A doiibt is now sums np adversely to the request pre- 
implied, in the dectee m question, whether ferred for the reedmission of the Nomen 
the offences alleged kainst  the NdmAn 'Han 'Han to Tibet.-For rescript See Gazette of 
in the report received from the Resident 29th August. 
a t  Lassa after enquiry in conjundion with Sept. 8 t h . 4 1 )  A decree in answer t o  a 
the Panshen Erdeni, had not been of even memorial from the Censor She Yih-tsing, 

deeper dye, and whether he had not been who has reported the death of a prisoner in 
ilty of something more than simple in- the Board of Punishments under suspicious 

~ i v i t y  in the case of the wound idicted circumstances. The deceased had been con- 
on the neck of the Dalai Lama. Farther fined for many years as accessory to a case 

~ u i r y  was ordered, and the entire and of robbery, the principal being still a t  large, 
solute degradation of the ciilprit was and the Censor finds that his death waa 

ordered to be proceeded with. In a second occasioned by poison. An enquiry islr 
decree of the same date the Imperial accordingly commanded to be instituted. 
aesident a t  Lassa, Kishen, was remmded (2)  The Governor of Chehkiang reports' 
that the Nomen 'Han had been raised from the arrest and execution of an individual( 
the most lowly condition among the lama found guilty of connection with the secret! 
]-iesthood to occupy the posts of dignity Brotherhood known as the Ko Lao Hwei.111 
conferred upon him, in  consideration of his Acting under the orders he had given onl 
eeclesiastical leaming ; and that his con- his accession to office, requiring a look-ontl 
d ~ c t  in acting overbearingly toward the to be kept for this seditious organization, 
Dalai Lama, the chief disciple of Tsung- his subordinates have lately effected the 
fiaba, and the Supreme Ruler of the arrest of one Ts'ui Hwa-yun, seizing at  
yellow Church throughout the world, had the same time in his possession a seal 
been most wicked and intolerable. On professing an official character aud a num-. 
receigt of a farther rePort from Tibet, ber of cloth badges, etc. Tlie prisoner, 
the Mongolian Superintendency and the after being placed on trid, had confessed 
Xinisters of the Grand Council submitted that he was a native of Hunan, who some 
a proposed sentence to  the effect that the twenty years ago enlisted as a brave, and 
Nomen 'Ban, k e a d ~  degraded from his went over to the rebels at.  the taking of 
oBce and deprived of hip, titles of Yen Chow. When Chehkiang was re- 
honour, should be banished to the conquered by the Imperial forces in 1861- 
Amur m d  gven  as a slave to the 1862, he once more enlisted as a brave, 
pivate  soldiery ; and f d h e r  that on his and having subsequently been dischwged, 
decewse, whether this should occur at the he hm wandered about p i c h g  up  & 

lace of 'banishment or at his native home, iivelihood here and there. I n  April last, 
i e  should be forbidden for ever the privilege he opened an opium shop near Hangchow, 



~ e a r t  ~ ; d ~ e  of *the ~ o u n t a i n  resorted to 
by Sages, assumed civil and military titles, 
prepared a seal and badges, and beat up 
recruits for their brotherhood, each of 
whom was to pay an entrance fee of six 
hundred cash. Whilst in the act of making 
these arrangements prisoner was appre- 
hended. on information eiiven : and in oiew 
of the'gravity of his OffenCe, and t-he 
seditious objects he had in view, the Gov- 
ernor has ordered him to be summarily 
executed.-Rescript : I t  is noted. 

(3) The Governor of Chehkiang farther 
reports the execution of a son by ling-ch'e 
(the lingering process) for the crime of 
matricide. 

Sept. 9th.-(1) A decree, based upon a 
memorial from the Manchu General-in- 
chief of Shansi, snspending from his rank 
the Captain-General of the Ulan Ch'apleagiie 
of the Inner Mongols, and certain nobles 
of the Mow Mingan Banner, pending an 
enquiry which is ordered to be held upon 
a charge of holding back witnesses required 
at  a trial. 

(2) Tlie Military Likutenant-Governor at 
Ch'ahar reports the result of an enquiry 
held according to regulation into the 
numbers of tlie droves and herds upon 
the Imperial pasturage grounds in Inner 
Mongolia. Tlie report of the officials 
deputed for this purpose is tc  the following 
effect :-At Shang Tu, Tapsuri Nor, and 
Ta-li-kang-ai, there are 215 droves of 
mares and geldings, beside 7 droves 
of breeding animals, to  the number in 
aii of 59,003 head of horses, great and 
mall.  There are likewise 2,136 m u h  
tsimg @ 3 horses, and 307 derived 
from contr~butioiis to the service of 
government. Of camels, there are 57 
droves, consisting of geldiiigs and she- 
camels, to the number in all of 6,820 head. 
Under the departinent of the Imperial 
stud (Tai P'u Sze) tliere are 114 droves 
of horses, including mares and geldings, 
and five droves of breeding animals, to the 
number in al l  of 40,036, together with 326 
and 201 respectively iinder the two smaller 
categories mentio~ied above. Of oxen be- 
longing to the Three [Iniperial Household] 
Banners, there are 40 herds, nimbering 
12,133 head, and of sheep belonging to 
the Same department there are 235,971 
in d, distributed in 220 flocks in the 
Ta-li-kmg-ai region. Among these are 

Sept. 10th.-(1) A decree, based upon 
a memorial froin Feng Shen, Military 
Governor of Heh-lung-kiang (the Amur), 
who has denounced certain military officers 
for neglect of duty in  connection with a 
recent irlroad of mounted banditti in the 
region north of Payen Sii-sii. Punish- 
ments are awarded according to the pro- 
posals submitted. 

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial 
froni Ying-Lien, Military Assistant Governor 
at Tarbagatai, who has denounced a noble 
of the first class of the Turgut tribe, in- 
vested with authority as dzassak, and de- 
corated with the peacock feather, T'upsin 
K'eshke by name, for neglect of duty i n  . 
failing to bring back certain privates of the 
banner under his control who had gone 
beyond the frontier in  search of lifelihood, 
and also in failing to  use such proper means 
of control as would have prevented acts of 
thieving of which certain men of the tribe 
have been guilty. The delinquent is ac- 
cordingly depriVed of his rank, and the 
other recoinmendations of the memorialist 
are sanctioned. 

(3) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the Board of Punishments in connection 
with the case of the officer of the Imperial 
Buards who was lately charged with levy- 
ing exactions among the Mongol tribes when 
sent on a sacrificid mission (see Gazette of 
25th June.) The sentence submitted is con- 
h e d ,  viz., that the delinquent be banished 
to Sungaria to expiate his offence. 

(4) The Governor of Shantung reports 
upon the farther Progress of the grain-fleet, 
after the entrance effected into the Canal 
by half its numbers as recently reported bg 
Jli Hoh-nien. On the 30th July, the waters 
of the Yellow River began suddenly to 
abate, when only some twenty or twenty- 
five junks of the sixth out of the ten 
squadrons had been floated into the north- 
ern section of the Canal, and the silt which 
the water had deposited formed a bank 
outside tlie entra~ice of the cutting to a 
level, very nearly, with the dry land close by. 
There was nothing to be done but to con- 
struct another dam and dredge out the 
channel again to a proper depth, and this 
laboi~r was at once proceeded with, a force 
of coolies hired for the occasion working 
day and night iinder the direction of the 
civil and military oficials on the spot. 
The river having once more risen on the 
3rd August and succeeding days, the dam 



V?= opened on the Vth, but again, the 
current not being sufüciently direct, a h e a v  
deposit took place, and all the efforts that 
could be brought to  bear only succeeded 
in passing one more squadron into the 
Canal. I t  was necessarg. to assemble a 
force of labourers once again to dig out tlie 
channel, and the officer commanding at 
Chang-ts'iii was farther applied to for tlie 
assistance of a detschment of his troops. 
The dredging was completed by the 9th, 
and on the afternoon of the following day 
the whole of the remaining vessels succes- 
aively effected their entrance into the 
Canal. By the 13th, all liad reached Lin- 
ts'inn. where the entire fleet of 430 sail 
pass&d out of the Canal into the river Wei. 
The water in  this stream is, however, un- 
precedently low, in  consequence of the 
drought that has prevailed in Honan, the 
Canal being foimd on measurement to be 
nine ch'ih (say 10 feet English) above the 
level of the Wei. The junks will not be 
able to proceed farther witil a rise of the 
waters takes place. 

Sept, 11th.-(1) A decree based iipon 
a memorial presented by the supervising 
Censor Hia Hien-k'ing, who has drawn at- 
tention to the importance of irrigation in 
agriculture to the food supply of tlie people 
at  large, and pointing out the desirability 
of extending the application of the system 
in view of the great increase in the area of 
waste lands which have been progressively 
brought under cultivation of late years. 
The provincial governments are com- 
manded, hereupon, to bestow diligent 
attention iipon the question of artificial 
water-supply, considering carefully and 
taking such steps as niay be requisite either 
to repair and restore the charinels hereto- 
fore existing, or tlie construct new works 
where none are at present forthcomiiig. 
Punishment is to be severely inflicted in 
the case of any attempts at disturbance 
made in this connection by dislionest local 
notables or bad cliaracters amoiig tlie 
village populatioii. 

(2) A decree based upoii a memorial from 
the same Censor, cominanding that for tlie 
future greater stringency be observed in 
tlie bonds given by functionaries from the 
various provinces on behalf of individuals 
#urchasirig certificates of oficial rank. 

enceforward, wlien these bonds are given 
enabling persons to becoiiie " expectaiits" 
of official posts, the fact of tlie individuals 
being of iinblemished positioii miist be 
authenticated beforeliand, in order to put 
a stop +n tlie practices by which iinqualified 
persoi lay obtain access to the official 
Status 

> 

(3) A decree based upon the report pre, 
sented by tlie Board of Civil office in  the . 
case of the Financial C~mniission~r of 
Shansi, denoiinced by TSO Tsung-tlang for 
disregard of the instructions given with 
refereiice to tlie siipplies to be remitted $0 
the Army of the West (see Gazettes of 2nd 
and 3rd inst.) I n  conformity with the 
recoinmendation of the Board, Lin Show- 
t'u, the offending functionary, is stripped 
of liis rank. Tlie late Governor of Shansi 
is declared also to have been guilty of 
repreliensible conduct, and is degraded by 
two steps of hoiiorary rank but left in his 
office (i.e., he would be left in office were 
he not already in retirement.) 

Sept. 12th.-(1) A Decree. Let Pao 
H6ng 9 be transferred to f l l  the . ,. 
post of Lieutenant-Governor (Fan-t'ai) of 

Shansi. Let Chow Hhg-k'i  flil@i@$ 
succeed him in the post of Lieutenant-Gov- 

ernor of Fulikien. ,Let Kwoh Ying @% 
succeed to the post of Judicial Commis- 
sioner of Kwangtung. 

(2) A decree enjoining upon the pro- 
vincial governments of Hunan, Hupeh, a ~ i d  
Honan, the reinission of all lekin taxes upon 
rice at any barriers passed in the Course of 
transportation to the province of Shensi, 
in the case of purchases on government 
account as part of the relief ineasures un- 
dertaken in connection with the prevailing 
famine, as solicited by the Govemor of 
Shensi in a memorial he has forwarded. 

Sept. 13th.-(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from Li Han-chang, Governor- 
General of H u  Kwang, W6ng T'ung-tsioh, 
Governor of Hnpeh, who have solicited 
the degradation or compulsory retirement, 
respectively, of certain incapable or un- 
worthy officials. Iii the case of Shu Tsao, 
Department Magistrate of Kun Chow, 
declared to be waiiting in natural ability 
and shallow in acquired knowledge, and 
of indifferent reputatioii-of Li Tseng-yao, 
District Magistrate of I-cli16rig, declared to 
have set official prescription at naught in 
Iiis business arrangements and to have made 
hiniself unacceptable to tlie people-and of 
Niu Fnh-kia, declared to be inspired with 
a false and treacheroiis disposition and to 
have employed deceitfiil representations in 
liis transaction of affairs, the sentence is 
that tlie delinqneiits be forthwith stripped 
of tlieir rank aiid office. Chang Han, sub- 
Prefect of Han-yaiig Fu, beirig decrepit 
from age and beyond tlie ~ossibility 4 
active exertion, is to be compulsorilf 
retirecl. . I  



efforts of certain officials on the spot, and 

General there. From this post he was pro- P u  in Shantung, arid an oficer to act in 
moted by Decree on the 20th ult. to the post his stead during hk present employment 
a t  Uliasut'ai which is now exchanged for the h the field. 
c o m a n d  in See-chlwan. Mu-tJu-shen, a The remainder of this day's Gmette is 
former General-in-chief in Kansuh, who occupied with memorials relating to the 
was appointed in  18'76 as acting Military depth of water in the Yellow River and the 
Governor of Kirin, was stripped of his Grand Canal, and the pmsage of the 
rank and dismissed from the public service Beet, as already reported. 
by Decree of the 12th May, 18'76, for im- Sept. 16th.-No documents of import- 
properly reconimending a cashiered official ance. 
for employment. H e  is now reädmitted Sept. 17th.-(1) A decree based upon a 
to office in a lower grade.) meinorial from Li Wung-chang, Governor- 

(2) A decree sanctioning an application General of Chihli, who has reported that 
submitted by P'an Ting-sin, Governor of he  has caused importations of grain to be 
Yannan, for permission to erect at Yunnan made from Manchuria, and has held out 
F u  a memorial temple in honour of Hwang inducements to private traders to do like- 
Tsung, former Vice-President of the Board wise, for the relief of the population 
of War, who, whilst livingin retirement at  aftlicted by farnine, and who solicits the 
his nartive place, undertook in 1851 the remission of l e k i r ~  dues upon stich importa- 
enrolmbnt of local trainbands, and who tions. Orders are acoordingly given to 
fell in  his country's cause, in 1863, at the this effect. 
time of the siege of the city by the insiir- (2) A decree cashiering and placing on ' I '- 
gents. A posthiimous title of honour is trial a Manchu Colonel denounced by Ming 
conferred, as requested, upon the deceased ; Ngan, Military Governor of Kirin, for 
and a monument is further decreed in flagitious and rapacious conduct. 
honour of his concubine, Chow She, who (3) The Censor K'ing Sih-yung memori- 
perished at the same time with himself. alizes denouncing a Taotai and Brevet Salt 

(3) The Court of Censors memorializes Commissioner named Liu Wen-kai, whom 
forwarding an appeal lodged by a native of he Charge5 with having been, manY yems 
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h'ung How, acting 

cs $0 the arringements 

beyond the eastern 
&mt&xr:("i$,h on4,khe'bordek between China 
p d  Corea.) The rapositions he and his 
@ Q p , ~ q s  had &tted having been re- 
ported upoa by the Boa~ds  and approved 

h ~ r i a l  r e s c a t ,  he has now to repre- rcf@rht, follßwbg upon the suppression 
b P r 4 h r n i d ~ e  In' the Tung Kow 
i.bg&fPa(trhe v&ey of the Ya-lu) by the 
&$e!P&ttiobs of 1875, the Miao Urh Kow 
Ba$$ and T7ung Kow regions 
h i t ~ e  been successively broiight under 
bonhl ,  the immigrant populatiou turning 
@&mselves to the quarter whence reno- 
vahiog proceedfi ( i . ~  submitting to the 
Imaerial swav) : and the measurement of 
t h g  lands oc&&ied by them beyond the 
f m t i e r !  was proqeeded with, in accordance 
with t h e  celestid bounty which had sanc- 
tioned their admission to the footing of 
b i p a y m g  property. fioceeding upon the 
principle laid @oGn some years ago by the 
@,,G ac* mtarg Governor, Ts'ung-shih, 
t b t - @ e  expenses of the £rontier adminis- 
t+~tion should be defraved from the reveniie 
dhexi prdduoed, a c o m h s i o n  con&sting of 
i$hq ~ p o t ; ~  Chi&n P@-CU, Administrator 
of fi@&er Affairs, a Pxefect, and*a General 
ofscer, was directed to employ a ntaff of 
delegates in meaaming the bnds and in 
making arrangeyents b r  the. levy of duties 
up0.a timber, &C. The riPort of this Com- 
&ssion is now to the effe4 that the axea 
of land beyond the border-line already 

m . t t e d ,  jirst and last, to the tax register 

is 1,803,000 mow (say about 30Q,f&, 
acres) ; arid that the aewly memw-d 
land, amounting to 1,298,000 m, ,ss 
to pay tax at  the rate of 2 candareenb 
per mow under the head of the land-$= 
proper, with 1 candareen in addition & 
waste and meltage allowance, per a m w  
At the outset, furthermore, a d e p o a i p  
ya-hwang @ R - o f  1 tiao, local cw- 
rency, per mow, is to be paid ; and a titlA 
is to be delivered hereupon to the occupiek 
of the land. The amount of deposit moneg. 
which should have been paid lwt year, 
forrning a total of 290,000 and odd tiao, 
has been allowed to stand over till after the 
present autumn harnest, in consideration 
of last year's scarcity. As regards the land 
admitted to the tax register within the last 
few years, to the amount of 505,000 and 
odd mow, upon which no deposit was 
collected, it  is solicited that this charge 
may be foregone ; but it  is proposed that 
the amount of land-tax be made uni- 
form throughoht on the basis mentioned 
above. The revenue from the amount of 
1 candareen collected as a supplementary 
charge it  is proposed to appropriate toward 
the expenses of local administration, leaving 
the sum of Tls. 36,000 and odd as yielded 
by the regular amount of the tax (i.e., the 
2 candareens above stated.) As regards ' 

duties on timber, reed-beds, mountain 
produce, food-stuffs, weighing dues, iron- 
pan casting, etc., no definite estimate caii 
be found for the present, and it is proposed. 
that these shonld be left to be co~ected 
and paid in as they accrue, until experience 
shall enable a k e d  annual amount t o b e  
prescribed for collection. As regards thd 
question of administrative control, although' 
the Boards have already sanctioned the 
establishment of fonr new districh, undex 

thenames of Ngan-tung %B, Kw'an-tiea 

E@, Ewai-jen @C, and T'ung-hw~ 

4, i t  will still be necessq,  in  view 
of the great extent of country to be govA 
erned, to have an additional numbei: of" 
functionaries at points comparatively rembhe 
from the district centres. for the purposeev 
of Police control. The &tary f&ces dia- 
tributed throughout the region are placed 
under the control, indiscriminately, of t h ~  
Military Assistant Lieutenant-Cfovernor 4 
Hing-king and of the Taotai administering 
the frontier affairs, both of whom are in the 
position of Lieutenants of the Milltar$- 
Governor. The Taotai - whose head- 
quarters w e  at Peng-hwang Ch'eng, tha  
" Corean Gate "-will be neces~aily 0- 



absent from his post on tours of inspection, 
and it is proposed therefore that judicial 
powers be conferred, for exercise during 
his absence, upon delegates whom he 
may appoint to hear the cases remitted to 
his tribunal by the Sub-prefect of Hing- 
king or the independent Sub-prefect of 
Feng-hwang T'ing. It is estimated that 
the cost of building the walled cities, 
official yamens, cantonrnents, &C., required 
under the system now about to be intro- 
duced, will amount to Tls. 150,000 and 
odd; and as the revenue derived from 
frontier sources in not yet adequate for 
this requirement, it is proposed that the 
amount which is needed shoiild be made 
up from the collections of the ensuing 
autumn and spring. Detailed statements 
relating to all these proposals are appended. 
Rescript : Let the Boards concerned con- 
aider and report to Us. 

(2) A further memorial from the same 
quarter with reference to a large tract of 
land heretofore marked off and required 
to be left uninhabited owin~ to reasons 
connected with Png-shei, o n  the border 
of the Imperial Hunting Reserve on the 
eastern frontier. This tract has been 
occupied by squatters for many years past, 
notwithstanding the prohibition which it 
has been sought to enforce, and the habitual 
lovingkindness of the Imperial dkposition 
is now appealed to for sanction to the ad- 
mission of these cultivators to the taxpay- 
ing register as in other cases.-Referred by 
rescript for the consideration of the Board 
of Revenue. 

(3) A memorial from the Vice-President 
of the Board of Ceremonies at Mouk- 
den reports the arrival at Fhg-hwang 
Ch'eng, near the Corean frontier, of a 
Corean official, who has forwarded through 
the Military Commandant at that post a 
despatch 3% from the King of Corea, 
to the effect that on the 31st of March last 
great alarm had been felt on a report being 
received that a vessel of dien build had 
been stranded on the coast of his kingdom. 
The authorities who were despatched to 
the spot to makd enquiries gathered from 
the language and dress of those on board 
the vessel that they were, beyond a doubt, 
shipwrecked subjects of the suzerain State ; 
and they stated that they had come from 
Wen-teng Hien in Shantung (the Shan- 
tung promontory), having been blown out 
to sea whilst engaged in fishing and driven 
ashore on the Corean coast. They were ac- 
cordingly taken care of and forwarded to 
Fang-hwang Ch'eng. On receipt of this des- 
patch from the King, the Vice-President 
observes that a regulation sanctioned in 1850 

a gratuity of Tls. 30 as payable to the Coreltn 
officer in charge of distressed marinem 
under circurnstances of this kind ; and the 
two shipwrecked persons, Li Pei-tshg a d  
another, having been delivered at the 
frontier by the officer sent in charge of 
them, the precedent of 1850 has been 
adhered to in his case, as a distinguished 
remuneration for his trouble and in fur- 
therance of the Imperial lovingkindness: 

Sept. 19th.-(1) A decree expressmg 
the Imperial regrets on receipt of intelli- 
gence of the decease of W6ng T'ung-bioh, 
Governor of Hupeh. Originally attached 
to the metropolitan adrninistration, he was 
appointed thence to the office of Intendant 
(Taotai), and eventually promoted to the 
Governorships of Shensi and Hupeh 
in succession. The customary honours 
are decreed in his favour ; and his 
grandson Weng Kw'ei-sun, already invested 
with an honorary degree, is advanced by 
special grace to the degree of k.ii-j6m and 
permitted to compete at the next metro- 
oolitan examinations. 
" (2) A Decree. Let Shao Heng-yü 

succeed to the post of Governor 
of Hupeh. (N.B. Shao Hang-yü vacated 
the office of Governor of 8hensi in March, 
1875, on the ground of ill-health.) 

(3) A decree cashiering a Brigade- 
General in Formosa, named Chang Sheng- 
k'iei, who has been denounced by Ting 
Jih-ch'ang, Governor of Fuhkien, for irre- 
gularities in the enlistment of men for the 
force under his command. 

(4) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the high authorities at Foochow, who have 
solicited the remission of certain arrears of 
grain-tax in the prefecture of 'T'ai-van Fu, 
amounting to 39,111 piculs of millet, out- 
standing since 1810. Sanction is granted 
to this request. 

'Sept. 20th.-The Police Censors of the 
Western division of Peking memorialize 
referring, preliminarily, to a decree issued 
by the Emperor Yung Ch6ng in the third 
year of his reign (A.D. 1725), and recorded 
in the collection of Regulations of the 
Court of Censors, in which his Majesty 
then called attention to the suffering which 
was experienced, as he had been informed, 
in consequence of the inclemency of the , weather, to such an extent that some of 
the houseless poor had been attacked by 
frostbite. His Majesty could not doubt 
that among the inhabitants of the capital 
there must be compassionate and charit- 
able individhls, whose impulses however 
would be restrained through dread of 
incurring risks of official inquisition were 



fiep to take charge of persons in distress. reward on the part of all the contribntom, 
kiunctions were therefore laid upon the to submit the E& of names for the bestowd 
G&sorate to be careful that non; of the 
destitute should be left without shelter 
in time of cold and during the night 
season ; and also that charitable persons 
who might be to d o r d  shelter to 
the needy should not be forbidden to 
do so. I t  should be borne in mind that, 
however much the duties of the police 
&nini&ration might consist in the preven- 
tion of wroilg-doing, compassion for the 
pmr the relief of d e r i n g  were also 
hcumbent. npon those whom his Mrrjesty 
ddressed. Should ang cases of death from 
cold thereafter reach his Majesty's ears, 
they ~hould not be allowed to disclaim res- 
ponsibi1ity.-The memorialists proceed to 
refer, in addition, to the P'u-tsi Tang or 
A ~ l w n  for fhe poor established outside the 
S.W. ,gate af the Chinese city, to which an 
allowance of 300 piculs of millet is annually 
granted, with em additional grant of 500 
piculs which wm aanctioned in 1866. Not- 
withstanding thia provision, however, and 
the food-diiittibuting agencies which 
,re opened, acoording to regulation, 
JI different park of the city, the 
relief afforded is s ta ,  .inadequate to 
meet the distress premding among the 
poorer olasses. Last winter the memo- 
rialists sa* the sufferers from cold and 
hunger lying in heaps in the streets, and 
the corpses of those who perished from lack 
of shelter, lying as they had been overtaken 
by death, .presented a pitiable spectacle. 
Whilst hesitating themzelves what course 
to pursue, they have found that a body of 
auiemployed officials have come forward 
with subscriptions for the erection of a 
Refuge in the neighbourhood of the South- 
west Gate, where a piece of land has been 
~urohaaed and buildings have been erected 
vith a view to succouring the destitute 

poor, so far ae the means in hand will 
dow,  wider private aupices, without 
interference on the part of the pol& 
m@strates. About 1,000 persons can be 
accommodated by this arrangement, des- 
titute, .sick, or tged persons being admitted 
on dua recommendation, and all idle and 
dissolute individuals, excluded. It is so- 
licited that BR annual grant of 300 p i d s  of 
d e t  toward the maiutenance of this 
Asylum may henceforward be contributed. 
-Granted by rescript, 7th inst. 

(2) In a supplementary memorial the 
names of two officials who have subscribed 
Tls. 1,200 and Tls. 1,000 each to the Asylum 
referred to abova are given, with other 
~articulars, and permiss'ion is asked, not- 
ntbtanding a dircclaimer of any desire for 

of tokens of approbation according to 
I cedent. 

Sept. 21st.-(1) The Censor Kah Tshg 
inemoridizes reporting that when taking 
his turn of duty on a recent occasion as 
Visitor of the prison of the Board of 
Punishments, he received a note from the 
Board informing him that a prisoner named 
Li Urh-shnn had been taken ill, which 
information was followed by a report, On 
the sarne day, as he was on the point of 
ordering medical attendance, that death 
had supewened. On the following day 
memorialist proceeded, attended by the 
police Magistrate of the division, together 
with a clerk and corpse-examiner, to hold 
an inquest, whereupon, from the livid 
appearance presented by the remains, there 
was reason to doubt whether death had 
been the result of simple illness. The 
officials in attendance upon memorialist 
did not venture, however, to pronounce a 
decided opinion, and he consequently sum- 
moned additionally, on the foliowing day, 
two other police Magistrates and an ex- 
perienced corpse-examiner, the result of 
whose inspection was given in the delivery 
of a verdict that deceased had died from 
the effect of poisoning by opium. Memori- 
alist finds that the deceased'li Urh-shun 
was in prison awaiting trial as an accessory 
in a case of robbery, the apprehension of 
the principal in which had not been 
effected, and that his confinement had 
already lasted for a period of eight years. 
That his death should now be occasioned 
by opium poisoning is a circumstance of a 
suspicious nature ; and the memorialist, 
after causing the report of the inquest to 
be drawn up in proper form and transmitted 
through the police Magistrates to the Board 
of Punishments, feels bound, in the in- 
terest of proper prison management, to 
submit a report of the case and solicit that 
commands be issued for an enquiry. For 
rescript see Gasette of 8th inst. 

(2) K'ing Ch'un, Manchii General-in- 
chief at Sui Yüan, memoriahes with 
reference to a legal enquiry in which Cer- 
tain of the chieftains of the Mongol tribes 
are involved, and solicits the suspension of 
the Captain-General of the Ulan Ch'ap 
league. For rescript see Gwtte of 9th 
inst. 

(3) The officer in char e of the Custom- 
house at the Sha Hu %'OW pass in the 
Great Wall reports the total colledion of 
duties during the 12 months exp- No- 
vember 7th, 18'76, aa amounting to Taels 
44,463, which, after remitting to the B o h a  



1 - of I l even~~e  and Works the &red amounts I (see Cautta of 18th imtant.) The T a d d  
' respectively due to them, and defraying 

the cost of collection, leaves a balancc: ori 
surplus account of Tls. 16,607. M7rom the 
8th November, 1816, to the 20th August, 
1811, the amount of Tls. 34,828 has been 
collected, and after deducting tlie expenses 
of collection during this period, amounting 
to Tls. 3,548, the balance has been handed 
over to memorialist's appointed siiccessor. 

(4) The Governor of Kweichow memori- 
alizes reporting the name of the oflicer 
whom he has appointed to proceed as agent 
for the government of that province to 
conduct, in the provinces of Honan and 
Shantung, the offices for the sale of titles 
which he has received the Imperial license 
to  establish there, in  view of the im- 

and needy condition of the pro- 
vincial exchequer. 

(5) The Vice-President of the Board of 
Ceremonies at Moukden reports, in a post- 
script to his memorial printed in the Gawtte 
of the 21st inst. on the subject of the ship- 
wrecked mariners returned from Corea, 
that, according to the report received from 
the Commandant at  F6ng-hwang Ch7Bng, 
both these men have suffered from frostbite 
on the hands and feet to such an exbent that 
they are unable to waUr. Of the original 
Crew of nine in all, these are Ihe only sur- 
vivors, the remainder having either been 
drowned, frozen to death, or died from 
other causes ; and as a local trader, 
named Chu Fuh-luh, who comeat from the 
Same district as the two survivors, has 
expressed his willingness to take charge 
of and care for them, sanction is solicited 
to  a departure from the rule which requires 
the individuals in  all such cases to be sent 
on to Moukden in order to be officially 
returned to their homes.-Rescript : Read. 

Sept. 22nd.-(1) A decree in answer to 
a memorial from the Governor of Shensi, 
who has reported that a Taotai in  command 
of a body of troops from Sze-ch'wan, 
stationed in the north of the province, 
who had served with great success in recent 
military operations, was murdered on the 
21th Juiy last by an officer of his command, 
who attacked and stabbed him with fatal 

' result in  revenge for the refusal of a license 
to  return toBze-ch'wan which the assassin 
had applied for. It is ordained, hereupon, 
that the culprit, T'ang Ping-hün, be forth- 
with executed ; and honours are decreed on 
behalf of his victim. 
, (2) Ch'ung How, Military Governor of 
Feng-t'ien, memorializes submitting the 
names of the individuals who have been 
selected to 6l1, on probation, the offices 
newly established upon the eastern border 

. ". 

Ch'Bn P6n-chih E$& is named as the 
Person best qualified for the new Intendancy 
of the Eastern Frontier, with head-quarters 
a t  F6ng-hwang Ch'bng, and other appoint- 
ments are made in connection with the 
two sub-prefectures and four districts the 
establishment of which completes the 
scheme for the o r g a h t i o n  of the squatter 
territory. 

Sept. 23rd.-(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial received from the Grand Xecre- 
tariat, stating that a robbery has taken 
place in the archives under the care of that 
department. On the 19th inst., it is stated, 
on the building being visited by the Secre- 
tary on duty, for the purpose of reverently 
examining the Veritable Record [of one of 
the past reigns], he noticed that the strips 
of paper by which the doors of both the 
outer and inner rooms are fastened up were 
peeled away, and that the locke bore marks 
of having been tampered with. Scrutiny 
was forthwith instituted, whereupon it ap- 
peared that 218 wrappers had been ab- 
stracted. That an act of theft shoidd 
actually be perpetrated within the precincts 
of the Imperial palace itself is scandalous in 
the extreme. The General Commandant of 
the Vanguard and Guards' divisions are 
called upon to institute a stringent inves- 
tigation mto the circumstances under which 
the gates of the Palace can have beea 
passed, and to ascertain whether any far- 
ther shortcomings are traceable. The res- 
ponsible officials of the Grand Secretariat 
are handed to the Board for the infiction 
of a penalty ; measures are to be instituted 
for the apprehension, without fail, of the 
g d t y  parties ; and the high officials taking 
turns of duty on guard are warned that 
they will be held personally responsible in 
Gase of any future occurrence of the kind. 
(Note.-It is understood that the robinery 
of the satin wrappers of the Imperial 
dynastic records as stated above is not 
altogether without precedent. The wrap- 
pers are periodically renewed, and it has 
long been customary to abstract certain 
numbers of them for the purpose of re- 
selling them to the Imperial government. 
The daring scaie upon which the present 
operation has been conducted appears to 
have rendered an enquiry inevitable.) 

(2) Fang ShBn, Military Governor of 
Heh-lung Kiang, memozializes denoimcing 
certain militaq otflcials for remissness in  
connectionwith a foray of mounted robbers 
in the neighbourhood of Payen Su-su. 

Sept. 24th.-(1) A Decree. J u i  Lien, 
General-in-chief of Sui-yuan, is permitted 



special favour to ride on horseback 
the precincts of thePurpleProbibited 

Panishments memo- 

the said sentence 

'Re mbstituted as the destination to 
T+&& %@ prisoner should be forwarded ; 

& in tMs Gase the delinquent is a native 
of gLeAmur propince, transportation would 
bar na more in the present instance than 
~elcgabhg h.4m to  his home. I t  is proposed, 
aerefore, that Sungaria be adhered to as 

plem of penitence, in  conformity with 
a precedent of 1864, notwithstanding the 
mspension of transportation to Sungaria as 
rr, general rule.-For rescript see Ga~ette of 
lObh inst. 

' Sept. 25th.-(1) A decree in answer to 
a rnemoPia1 from Ting Jih-chang, Governor 
of Bhkien, who has reported the institu- 
tion o-f a new college at  FoochoZP for the 
prosecution of study on the part of can- 
didates for the examinations. At his re- 
quest, an Imperial tablet is ordered to be 
prepared by the Committee of Inscriptions 
and the Hanlin College, and transmitted 
40 Fuhkien to be kuspended in the building 
in koken of encouragement to the lettered 
dtlss. 

No other documents of importance. 
&pt. 26th.-(1) A decree in  answer to 

a, n w m d d  h o m  Yü She, Imperial Con- 
f i ~ ~ U m - k e ~ d  of the  Kokonor region, 
W ~ O  firn ~4porCed a m j r a ~ d o u s  interposition 
elf tlze W aS the Sea [of Kokonor] a t  a 
&a whem th e ~ m t r y  was harassed by 
the & % b r n r ~ i e c b  b ~ ~ t @ b n t ~ .  The Board 
ok @ ~ ~ ~ x I I B ~ ~  h cwmmancled to consider 
errd x ~ ~ a r b  hig applimtion for the 
b8~towEil .<2.E a~ ad&Xond title of honour 
~psnth$ didnit ,in queation. 4 mmorial 
tabM ir, memwh* ts be h r h d  
f m d d  &X S U E P ~ ~  in his temple. 

(2) A. &B-e gW~tbg to  T'wg J&-eh&, 
senior msh$ainB Prwiibt  .of t;he Court of 

I Cen~ors, t k e  month '  lm OE absenoe to 
enable kim t>o -iFit h k  @mR&r&l tombs. 
Ch'8ng %U-ho h m d  b h m m  kmm. 

(3) The Governor of Ngsahaei mem* 
I rializes reporting the transfer of a sub- ' Prefect named Hiung Ying to occupy the 

new post of sub-Perfect of Ho-yüeh Chow 
(Ta-t'ung), exchanging with Ho Sih-ch&, 
the officer previously appointed to  that 
post, who, althoiigh upright, industrious, 
and careful in  the discharge of his diity, is 
nevertheless lacking in the power of adapt- 
ing hirnself to circumstances.-Referred by 
rescript for the consideration of the Board 
of Civil office. 

(4) The Superuising Censor Hia Hien- 
k'ing memorializes urging the importance 
of attention to the irrigation syatem of 
the country, upon which, as he points 
out, the prosperity of agriculture and 
security against recurring famine depends. 
To neglect provision against time of 
drought is tantamount, he urges, to ex- 
pecting that one may reap where one has 
not sown, or to look for clothing when 
the rearing of the silkworm has been 
omitted. Whilst the lands formerly lying 
waste have of late years been brought 
gradually under cultivation, measures for 
the supply of water have not been con- 
currently proceeded with as a general rule. 
H e  therefore urges that the high authori- 
ties throughout the Empire be called upon 
to require a diligent attention to this sub- 
ject on the part of their subordinates, who 
should consiilt existing records and refer 
to the experience of local notables iuid , 
elders with a view to ascertaining what is 
best tobe done. A well considered system 
should be drawn up, to be put into exeou- 
tion as a permanency.-For rescript See 
Ga~ette of l l t h  inst. 

Sept. 27 th .41)  A Decree. Let Shein . , 
~iui&%$& succeed to the post of Prefect 
of Ch'ung-k'ing F u  in Sze-ch'wan. 

(2) The Board of Civil Office memorializes 
submittmg its report upon the case of 
Lin Show-t'u, Financial Commissioner of 
Shansi, lately impeached by the G o v e r n o ~ ~  
General Tso Tsung-t'ang for 3s- 
ducing the amounts of monthly a u b m  
destined for the military chest of the 
of Sungaria (see Gazettes of 3rd and l l t h ,  
inst). The memorialists refer to  the rem 
lation promulgated with Imperial ~ o t h  
by the Board of Revenue, in  which i8 i$ 
laid down that any Financial Comrnissiohex 
(Lieutenant-Governor) of a provinca whtx 
shall procrastinate in the transmission 0!2 
funds which have been ordered by theBoaB 
to be furnished from esist@ sQurces, f@~i:%& 
supply of troops, ignoring repeated dem- 
for their transmission, shall, on b e k  f ~ u n d  
by the Govern~p-General C" '=h~e>veni@~ to 



have been chargeable with willfiil delay, be 
atripped of his official rank under the law 
relating to abuse of public functions. It is 
farther provided that any Governor-General 
or Governor giving encouragement to such 
conduct and neglectin to denounce the 
offender forthwith, shalf be degraded three 
steps of rank and removed to another p o s t  
the offence being classed as one deliberately 
committed from personal motives. I n  the 
Statute-law, moreover, i t  is laid down that 
" in all cases of wrongdoing of a general 
nature, where the circumstances are grave 
in  kind, the penalty shall be eighty blows. 
If the offence be declared as incidental 
to the discharge of public duty, the 
penalty shall be degradation by two steps, 
the offender remaining in his office." 
I n  the present instance, the Board now 
rules that the penalty to be inflicted upon 
Lin Show-t'u must be based upon the 
regulation above quoted, entailing his 
deprivation of rank ; whilst, with regard 
to  the late Governor of Shansi, who, 
although he gave no encouragement to 
the act of the Financial Commissioner, 
nevertheless simply adopted his report, 
without investigating the past records, 
his conduct is not free from blame. I t  
is consequently submitted tliat tlie late 
Governor, Pao Yüan-shh, be dealt with 
under the statute against general wrong- 
doing, and sentenced to degradation by two 
steps with retention of office, as the equiva- 
lent of the penalty of eighty b1ows.-For 
rescript see Gazette of 11th inst. 

Sept. 28th.-The Superintendents of 
Customs for Peking memorialize reporting 
the amount of the collection during their 
year of incumbency, from September 20th, 
1876, to the 8th inst. They premise, in 
customary form (see Gazette of 5th Oct., 
1876), stating that the amount established 
by regulation under the heading of "sup- 
plementary receipts," in  addition to the 
h e d  standard amount for the year, shews 
a falling off from its proper minimum in 
consequence of the commercial dikEculties 
occasioned by the high price of silver a t  
Peking, and of the fact that upon foreign 
imports, which all pay Customs' duty at 
Tientsin, t h  Peking Customs are debarred \ by regulation from levying farther charges, 
beside which, the producing districts 
generally have all suffered from the 
prevailing scarcity. The amounts to be 
accounted for, under these circumstances, 
are as follows :- 
Eixed standard amount.. .. . . . . . Tls. 102,187 
8npplementary .................... ,, 72,212 - 

Total of collection. .. . .. Tls. 174,399 
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This shews a deficiency, under the second 
head, of Tb.  140,564. The Superintend- 
ents add that a seizure having been made 
of dutiable merchandize in  the boxes of 
a confidential headman in the service of 
Wen T'ien, the late Superintendent of 
Customs at  Canton, the amount realized 
by the sale of these articles when con- 
fiscated and sold under Imperial sanction 
was Th. 5,646. Of this sum, three-tenths 
went to the gratuity Rind, and the balance 
has been separately remitted to the Board 
of Revenue. 

Sept. 29 th .31)  A decree in  answer to a 
memorial from the Imperial Agent at  Urga, 
who has solicited that a Mongolian noble 
named Mingid Dordji be granted the 
position of "Probationer for the office 
of Assistant Agenb." The Mongolian 
Superintendency having reported upon the 
precedents afTecting this proposal, and soli- 
cited a decree, it is ruled that the title 
applied for having heretofore been granted 
ordy as a boon by special mandate, the pro- 
position in the present instance must be 
dismissed. 

(2) Li  P'ei-king, Governor of Kweichow, 
memorializes reporting the result of a trial 
held in a case of riotous conduct on the 
part of certain candidates at the examina- 
tions. The fact is recalled that a t  the 
provincial competition last year, when the  
licentiates were corning up for roll-call, a 
candidate named Hwa Kia-jui refused to 
await his proper turn, and endeavoured to 
push his way into the Examination Hall 
before his fellows. A disturbance arose in  
consequence of his being obstructed by the 
soldier on duty ; and it was not until after 
repeated remonstrances on the part of the 
Governor, and, acting under his orders, 
the proctor and other officers of the 
examinabion, that the students were in- 
duced to answer at  the roll-call and t o  
proceed with the examination. I n  order 
to check such a tendency as this to in- 
subordination, the Governor instructed, a t  
the close of the examinations, the Prefect 
of Kwei-gang F u  to apprehend the 
man Hwa Ka-jui, and to elicit from 
him on trial the names of his com- 
rades in the riot, with a view to sub- 
jecting them equally with himself to  
punishment. This step was reported to  
the Throne in due Course. On trial being 
held accordingly, the court assembled for 
the purpose submitted an application upon 
which Hwa Kia-jui was deprived of his 
licentiate's garb, and the names of eight 
of the persons who had participated with 
him in the riot were ascertained. All 
these persons had, however, effected their 

. . 
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esmpe, without prospect of their appre- 
Bension beiiig effected. A report to this 
ef€ect having been submitted through the 
provincial Commissioners of Government, 
the memorialist has now to observe that 
the culprit Hwa Kia-jui, a native of 
the Kwei-chuh district, having graduated 
as a licentiate in 1814, come up in 1876 for 
the provincial competition, endeavoured to 
force his way into the hall under the ap- 
prehension that he would be too labe for the 
roll-c&. On being turned backbythe soldier 
a t  the door, he presumed, on the strength 
of his literate's garb, to abuse and viWy the 
man; and, paying no heed to the remons- 
trance addressed to him by the Governor's 
adjutant, who came up on hearing the dis- 
turbance, he still endeavoured to force his 
way in, clamouring wildly at the same time. 
The Governor hereupon caused him to be 
put under arrest in  the guardhouse in 
custody of the officer of instruction of the 
district, but a mob of the candidates, here- 
upon,-the names of eight of whom are 
known and are set forth in  full, those of 
many others being unascertained,-forced 
their way into the guardhouse, insisting 
upon the release of the prisoner with great 
clamour, and in the throng and confiision 
the furniture was upset and doors, windows, 
and partitions were smashed. Order was 
only restored by the personal intervention 
of the Governor (as above stated). On the 
conclusion of the proceedings that have 
now been instituted in  obedience to the Im- 
perial rescript received, the Governor has 
to submit that the culprit Hwa Kia-jui con- 
fesses having sought to force his way into 
the Examination Hall and raised an uproar, 
though, aß regards the assembling of a mob 
to attack the guardhouse, no cornplicity has 
been brought home to h k .  The statutes 
are fou*, on thorough search, to  contain 
no proviso directly applicable to the 
offence committed, and it  is necessary, 
therefore, to  deal with the case by the 
prooess of analogy, pronouncing sentence 
on a mitigated basis. The Governor, 
accordingly, supports the judgment of the 
court, pronoiinced in accordance with 
the statute providing for cases in which 
students W ~ O  fail to  pass for their degree, 
g-iving vent to feelings of resentment at  
their lot, may indulge in  outbreaks of a 
disorderly nature. The penalty for this is 
transport?tion, which, mitigated to the next 
degree, gives a sentence of one hundred 
blows m d  banishrnent for three years. The 
delinquent to  be accordingly remanded 
to the Magistracy of his native district, 

e a proposal should emanate respect- 
e place to be msigned for his banish- 

- 

- 
ment. On arrival a t  this place, the personal 
penalty will be inacted in its commuted 
form, a n  the delinquent W v n u a ~  1 be returned to liis native place arid set 
at liberty at  the expiry of his term of 
banishment. The other individuals, whose 
names are ascertained, are sentenced to be 
deprived of their degrees and steps are to 
be taken for their apprehension. The 
soldier, who acted only as was his duty in  
barring access to the doorway, to be ac- 
quitted of all blame. The candidates who 
took part in  the riot but whose names 
have not been ascertained, to be exempted 
from farther proceedings ; aud the parties 
found not guilty to be released. These 
sentences being submitted for approval, the 
Grand Council has received the following 
rescript : Let the Board of Punishments 
consider and report to Us. 

(3) P'an Ting-sin, Governor of Yiinnan, 
memorializes representing the severe straits 
to which the Provincial Exchequer is re- 
duced. The Imperial solicitude has re- 
peatedly been manifested in commands for 
the supply of subsidies from other provinces; 
and the authorities of the Board of Revenue, 
fully conscious of the necessities prevailing 
on the border, have not been wanting in 
efforts directed toward compelling the 
payment of arrears due. The interests of 
Yunnan have had full consideration, and 
the provincial authorities, much as they 
might wish to submit farther applications, 
must acknowledge that they have no good 
ground for doing so. That the other pro- 
vinces have also their own exigencies to  
contend with, which prevent them from ful- 
flling their obligations punctually, is also 
acknowledged. Thearrearsaccumulateddur- 
ing a series of years past amount to several 
millions of taels ; and the Provincial GOV- 
ernment cherishes no such extravagant ex- 
pectation as that of seeing this amount 
made good ; but whilst the total sum 
which would have been received had the 
instruction issued last year by the Board 
of Revenue been complied with,-for the 
payment of Tls. 40,000 per mensem in 
the way of subsidies,-would only have 
amounted to Tls. 480,000 for the gear, 
even this amount has not been remltted 
in fuli. Owing to the impoverishment 
caused by the long continued state of 
warfare in the ~rovince, the total amount 
of revenue collected from land tax arid 
lekin is but Tls. 600,000 ; and the spec- 
tacle of the distress under which the 
population labours makes it clear that no 
increase of taxation is possible. The natural 
wealth existing in  the copper rnines Cmnot 
be developed with empty hands; arid I 
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the proposal piit forward some time ago by and Mongols to make forays in Open day- 
the Governor to raise money by meaiis of a light upon the pasturage lands, whenci 
foreign loan, which was submitted as the herds of oxen or horses are driven off foi 
last desperate resource, all else failing, has sale beyond the local boundaries. Thit 
been defeated and is now impracticable, he offence of cattle-lifting has grown more ana 
has nothing farther to do but to fold his more frequent, until it has become de- 
hands and await the assistance to be derived veloped from isolated acts of theft into 
from neighboring jurisdictions. He has to an organized system. The memorialist 
observe, however, that, in addition to the has now to r e p o ~ t  the apprehension , Tls. 40,000 per mensem ordered by the of an offender at  the seat of Government 
Board of Revenue in the way of snbsidies, itself, who actually had in his possession 
an amount of Tls. 1,000,000, on account of a key manufactured to fit the lock of the 
past arrears, has farther been appropriated to city gate, his declared object being to obtain 
Yunnan to meet the prime cost of the cop- Passage by this means for the horses stolen 

- per produntion ; but, owing to the non- by himself and his confederates. Two of 
receipt of other fiinds, it has been impossible his accomplices had also been apprehended, 
not to trench upon this fund for outside and the names of two others elicited. Au- 

1 1  1 ' 
I purposes. The Governor entreats that the . thority is solicited for the execution of the 

I punctual transrnission of the monthly sub- three prisoners.-Referred by rescript to 
sidies may be enjoined upon the provinces the Board of Punishments. 

, , by which these are due, windin@; UP with (4) The Superintendents of the Peking 
an earnest exposd of the financial pressure Customs memor ihe ,  in addition to t h e b  

, experienced in h h  administration. -Referred report of the -ount of duties collected on 
by rescript for consideration arid report on merchan&e d@ the* year of incum- 
the part of tlie Board of Revenue. bency (See Gazette of 28th instant), setting 

Sept. 30th.-(1) A decree in answer to a forth the amount collected under the 
" memorial from the Board of Civil Office, separate head of duty on Opium during 

which has reported that the transfer of a the same period. The total h stated a t  
Department Magistrate from Kiangsu to Tls. 11,565.7.5, beside an amount of 

'. act on probation rn Prefect of North Tls. 349.6.1 collected as an additional per- 
Formosa, as proposed by Shen Pao-cheng, centage for sundry expenses. (Note.-The 
ip, contrary to  mle. The proposal is never- amount reported under this head, on the 
theless sanctioned, on the ground of thb 6th October, 1876, was Th. 11,299.7.) 
peculiar fitness of the individual functionary Oct. 1st.-(1) A decree based upon a 

• in this Lio report fmm the'Clovernor of Shantung re- 
specting the escape of a prisoner from the 

by name ; but it  2 not to be availed of here- jail of the Lin-kow district in  
after as a precedent. The jailwarden is ordered to be stripped o 

(2) A decree sanctioning the transfer of his rank and made a prisoner for trial, an . . 
P r  - WU Kvang-fiang k ~ k  to the post of 1 the other customary proceedings are Iike-! 

wise ordained. I - 
Brigade-General of T'ai-wan, exchanging 
with the officer named Chang K'i-kwang, 
@ f\&, as requested by tlie provincial 
Government of Fuhkien. 

(3) The Military Governor of Heh- 
lung Kiang (the Amiir province) me- 
morializes reporting that of late, owing 

' to the inffiix of settlers into the Hu-lan - T'ing and Pa-yen Sii-su region, where they 
I have been encouraged to undertake the 

cultivation of waste lands, an increase in  
I the amount of crime and disorder pre- 

valent has ensued, in  consequence of the 
1 1 necessarily mixed nature of the popula- - tion. Tbe country has at the same - time been periodically invaded by in- 

cursions of the moilnted banditti from the 
" Green " and " Black " Mountains, and 
of late years lawless individuals of the 
population have combined with Bannermen 

- L - - -  

(2) The Board of Civil Office wbmits itd 
report iipon the proposed exchange of 
offices between the Taotai of Sü-chow in 
Kiang-peh and the Grain Intendant of 
Kiangsi, as solicited by the Governor- 
General Shen Pao-chgng. Notwithstanding 
the strong recommendations submitted by 
the latter, the Board feels bound to dis- 
approve the proposal, as it  is contrary t 9 .  regulation that oflicials in different pro 
vinces shoiild make such exchanges 09 
office. The ultimate decision is left to t h q  
Sovereign will of His Majesty. (See Gazettes 
of June 221id and July 7th.) 

(3) Tso Tsung-t'ang Governor-Gen- 
eral of Kansiih etc. reports that the 
post of General of tlie Chinese forced. 
at Urumts'i having beeu vacated b p  
its late acting incumbent, and 
Pol, Ch'ang f@ H, the officer appointe 

-- ---:Am 

, 



as follows :- 



first essential in the conduct of administra- 
tion is the supply of suitable agents ; and 
inasmuch as the welfare of the people 
closely depends upon the degree to which , 

the of3cers invested with the functions of 
locd government are honest or the reverse, 
i t  is all important, in the interest of 
supreme order, that the virtuous and 
capable be selected with prudent care. 
Injunctions are consequently laid upon the 
high authorities throughout the Empire to 
apply the most thorough endeavours in  the 
scrutiny they conduct and to report without 
fail to the Throne all hdividuals who may 
distinguish themselves by their eRorts an 
the people's behalf. In the event of any 
officials who have been recommended turn- 
ing outbdly,  the high otncialswho may have 
recommended them shall be held p e r s o d l y  

the end that the Imperial bounty be responsible. As regards military com- 
allowed to reach those who stand actually mands, recommendations are sirnilarly called 
in need, and that no peculation be suffered for. The granary and tything systems are 
to step in. It is furthdrmore ordained that also to receive the attention of al i  provincial 
40,000 piculs of rice from the quantity in  governments. 
Course of conveyance to Peking from the (2) A decree based upon a memorial 

'central provinces be detained en route from the Governor of Shensi, who has 
and conveyed to Shansi for the snpply of reported a local outbreak in the diatrict of 
that province. The levy of all 1eki.n and P'u-ch'eng, where a band of budmashes 
Customs' duties upon rice in Course of under the leadership of a man heretofore 
transportation to the a a c t e d  provinces i s  stripped of a military licentiateship had 
ordered to be remitted. broken into the city, thrown Open the jaii 

(4) Tseng Kwoh-ts'üan, Governor of and burnt down the magistrate's yam811, 
Shansi, memorializes reportingtheestablish- the magistrate himself perishing in the 
ment of a House of Detention at the fray. A body of troops had subsequently 
provincial capital, on the principle proposed captured or killed almost the whole of 'the 
by the Governor of Kweichow (see Ga%ette offenders. Honours are decreed in favour 
of April 6th, 1876), in  order to obviate the of the murdered magistrate. 
suffering commonly entailed upon witnesses (3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
awaiting process of trial. A range of Chihli, etc., memorializes reporting on the 
buildings has been purchased and set apart purchase of certain batches of ponies in  
for this purpose, with arrangements for Mongoliaforartilleryservice. Anadditional 
Separation of the sexes, and an allowance is supply of animalsbeingrequiredforthe field- 
provided for the daily maintenance of the . guns which have of late been allotted to the 
inmates to be lodged there. various cantonments of troops, and also for , 

Oct. 4th.-No documents of importance. the cavalry field force quartered in  Cheng- 
Oct. 5th-(Court Circular.) The Yamien of ting Pu, officers have been sent to Mongolia 

Gendarmeriememorializedthisday reporting to buy ponies, and the purchase of 813 head 
theapprehensionof eight individuak charged by these commissioners haa already been 
with purchasing wrappers woven with reported to the Throne. A farther supply 
dragons in gold thread. (N.B.-This pro- being now again required, three batches, 
bably refers to the abstraction of wrappers amounting to 440 in all, have now been 
reported in  the G a ~ t t e  of 23rd Sept.) additionally purchased in the neighbour- 

(1) A decree in acknowledgment of a hood of Kalgan and Lama Miao. 
memorial addressed to the throne by H o  Oct. 6 t h . 4 1 )  A Decree. Let Ts'ung K'i 
Show-ts'ze, President of the Court of and Shao H8ng-yü proceed by post-relay to 
Censors. His recommendations relating to Honan to undertake a commission of en- 
the selection of military officers with proper quiry. Let the officials of their suite proceed 
qualiflcations for command, the extension in the Same manner. Shao HBing-yii bein 
of the system of laying up stores of grab,  thos otherwiseemployed, pending his arfivaf 
and the giving increased efficiency to the to take up his office, let Li Han-chang com- 
tything and mutual re~~onsibi l i ty  system, bine with his other functions the Governor- 
Ire not devoid of features of utility. The ship of Hupeh. 



.o. (2) A Decree. Whereas, of all the pro- 
t.tiinces which have been aficted during the 
present year with drought and floods, 
Shansi and H o n w  have suffered the most 
grievously from want of rain, We have 
already allotted siims of money for the 
purchase of grain to  be bestowed upon 
those in need by way of relief, and have 
lGd Our injunctions upon the authorities 
respectively concerned to See that their sub- 
ordinabs m&e full and proper distribution, 
t~ the end that our bounty be enjoyed by 
tEoee for whom it La intended. The Tutor 
of the Imperial Academy, Wang Ming-lwan, 
naw memoridkes Us stating that manifold 
abuses continue prevalent, such as the 
fabrication of fictitious lists of sufferers, 
the receipt of grants under false pretences, 
the production of lists in  which the Same 
individuals are made to figure over and 
over again, and the exaction of money pay- 
ments for the entry of narnes. Further- 
more, that in the Lasue of grain, in particular, 
knavery is even still more to be ap- 
prehended. Stringent instmctions are 
hereupon ordered to be given by all the 
Provincial Governments concerned, to cause 
16 strict watch to be kept by their subordi-  
ates for the prevention of all such abuses. 

(3) A decree iesued at  the solicitation of 
WLn Khh, Governor of Shantung, who 
aeka that Kung Yih-t'u, Taotai a t  Chefoo, 
be commanded to return withoiit delay to his 

The Provincial Government of Fuh- &P:: is instructed, accordingly, to require 
the official in question to return from 
Foochow, the leave granted to enable him 
to assist in the local relibf agency having 
now expired. 

(4.) A Decree. Let P'an Tina-sin come 
to ' f>eking and await other e<ployment. 
Let Tu Jui-licn (the Lieutenant-Governor) 
act rovisionally in  his stead as Governor 
of Jknnan. 

(6) Ting Jih-ch'ang, Governor of Fuh- 
kien, memorialiees exposing the shortcom- 
ings of a Brigade-General named Chang 
Sheng-k'iei, who while holding command 
in the north of Formosa, had recruited a 
force of 100 men, whom he had been com- 
missioned to raise as military colonists forthe 
east coast, from the mere sweepings of the 
streets, upwards of 10 per cent. of whom 
had deaerted as soon as it was known that 
they were to  be draughted off to till the 
ground, and a large proportion of the 
remainder being sick and infirm. The 
Governor adds that he is personally 
responsible for the appointment of General 
Chang to the office he lately lilled, the 
Governor's attention having been drawn to 
him by the activity he di;played during 

P 

the floods at  Foochow in rescuing the in- 
habitants by h k  own personal exertions. 
The officer in qnestion came only last yew 
from Tientsin to serve in Fuhkien. con- 
scious as tho Governor is that the 
of hushing up the shortcomings complained 
of in this case would be more serious than 
thgt of having in the first instance recoin- 
mended the advancement of an official who 
has proved himself unworthy, he solicits 
that Chang Sheng-k'iei be now casliiered. 
-For rescript see Gwette of 19th 
Sept. 

Oct. 7 t h . 3 1 )  A decree referring to the 
distress prevailing in the provinces of 
Shansi and Honan owing to the recent 
drought, the result of wliich has been a 
most disastrous famine. I t  has already been 
decreed that 40,000 piculs of the grain in 
process of conveyance topekiiig from Kiang- 
su and Nganhwei should be allotted for the 
supply of the province of Shansi (See Gaae.tte 
of 3rd inst.) ; and it  is now farther com- 
manded that the whole of the remainder, 
amounting to 40,000 piculs and upwards, 
be appropriated to the province of Honan. 
Steps are to be taken by Li Hung-chang 
and the Governor of Honan to effect its 
transportation to that province. Touching 
the amount of Tls. 400,000 which, by the 
recent Decree, the Board of Revenue and 
Li Hi~ng-chang were commanded to pro- 
vide, three-tenths of which were to  go to 
Honan, it iec now ordained, in view of 
the requirement experienced in the last- 
named province for immediate supplies of 
grain, that the entire amount of the 
Tls. 200,000 to be provided by the Board 
of Revenue is to be forwarded to Shansi, 
whilst, as regards the Tls. 60,000 which 
were to be appropriated to Honan, this 
amount is to be paid out of the Tls. 200,000 
to come from the Chihli exchequer, and to 
go toward the purchase of grain On account 
of Honan. Li Hung-chang is to send agents 
to Manchuria to purchase supplies with the 
amount in question, and to cause the Sam9 
to be conveyed by water to Honan, in  Order 
that they may arrive the more exPdi- 
tiously. Should there be any difficult~ in 
the way of purchasing the full amoun* at  
once, the needful quantities are to b* hd- 
vanced from the stores of ~ a i n  accumulbted 
in Chihli for sale at reduced rates, afi Li 
Hung-chang may think best. The Govemor 
of Honan is to submit proposals for L I ~ Y  
needful reniissions or p o " ~ o n e ~ ~ ~ ~  0f 
taxation. 

(2) A Decree. Let Wen-kwei %& 
go to be Superintendent of the ImpeAal 
Manufactory at Hangchow. f. $9 



(3) The Governor of Honan memorializes 
reporting a case of triple murder by a bur- 
glar. The offender has been sentenced, 
according to law, to suEer death by the 
lingering process (limg-ch'e). 

(4) The Governor-General of the Two 
Hu provinces memorializes reporting the 
decease on the 7th ultimo, of the Governor 
of Hupeh, W6ng T'ung-tsioh, whose official 
career he summarizes, from his appoint- 
ment to the office of Taotai in Hunan, after 
serving as a Secretary in the Board of War 
at  Peking, to his promotion in 1874 to the 
post of Governor of Hupeh. The virtues 
and abilities of the deceased are warmly 
eulogized, and particulars are supplied 
respecting his sons and grandson. (For 
rescript see Gaze t te  of 19th Sept.) 

Oct. 8th.-(1) A decree naming some 26 
officials (nominated by the Hanlin college) 
to be placed on the list for appointment to 
the office of Censor. 

(2) A decree ordaining that, in view of 
the distress occasioned by drought in 
Shansi, Honan, and Shensi, a series of 
propitiatory services shall be heId on the 
10th inst. at the various State temples. 

(3) The Governor of Shensi memorializes 
reporting tlie assassination of a Taotai in 
command of troops, named Hwang Ting, 
who was murdered in his bed on the 27th 
July last by a military subaltern to whom 
he had refused leave to return to Szech'wan, 
his native province. Sanction for the 
execution of capital punishment upon the 
offender is solicited. (For rescript see 
Qazette of 8th inst.) 

(4) The high provincial authorities of 
Fuhkien memorialize reportiiig that the 
Taotai a t  Slianghai, Fang Tsun-kwang, 
contributed last year f o r  the relief of the 
sufferers froni the floods at Foochow 1,000 
piculs of rice, 2,000 wadded garments, and 
1,600 pieces of cotton cloth, togeiher with a 
supply of medicines. I t  is requested that, 

, in conformity with the regulations pre- 
soribed with reference to contributions for 
the relief of distress at  Tientsin, honorary 
distinotions may be conferred iipon the 
Taotai's progenitors for three generations. 
-Sanctioned by rescript. 

(5) Kin Shun, Military Governor and 
Commander-in-chief of the Ili region, etc., 
memorializes reporting the measures 

'adopted with reference to the wounded 
and disabled men and officers of the force 
which effected last year the recapture of 
Kumudi, Urumtsi', and Manas. Officem 
have been appointed to superintend the 
conveyance of these sufferers back to their 
native districts, a sum for the defrayal of 
travelling expenses having been given to 

each individual, calculated upon thp I ~ U ~ W I  

of journey in each case. I n  view of the 
great distance, not less than 3,000 miles, 
which will have to be traversed, and the 
compassion which is due t o  the sick and 
crippled invalids by whom this toilsome 
journey is to be accomplished, the Im- 
perial lovingkindness is appealed to for 
instructions requiring the provincial 
authorities to cause transport to be pro- 
vided for them from point to point, by a 
circular from the Board of War addressed 
to the Governments of Hupeh, Honan, 
Ngan-hwei, Shensi, Kansuh, Sze-ch'wan, 
Kweichow, and Chih1i.-Granted by re- 
script. 

Oct. 9th.-(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from' the Governor of Shansi, 
who has submitted for perusal an explana- 
tion tendered by Lin Show-t'u, the Financial 
Commissioner of the province, lately 
cashiered on a charge of disobeying the 
regulations prescribed for the supply of 
funds to the army of Tso Tsung-t'ang. In  
this case, as Lin Show-t'u argues that he 
has not been guilty of the fraudulent mis- 
representation charged against him, it is 
right that a public statement of the par- 
ticulars should be made for his satisfaction, 
The Board of Revenue is cohmanded, 
therefore, to institute a searching in- 
vestigation into the facts aa referred t o  
in the rnemorial and its enclosure, and to 
report on the same without any approaoh 
to partiality. 

(2) A decree cashiering the jail-warden' 
of the Li-ch'wan district in Hupeh and 
directing him to be placed on trial in  con- 
nection with the escape of a prisoner. The 
District Magistrate is held subject to  the 
penalty incurred by him in consequence , 
of the escape. 

(3) The Grand Secretariat, headed by 
Li Hung-charig, memorializes stating that 
the Veritable Records of the past reigns, 
and tlie Homilies of former sovereigns, 
being iieposited in the great archive room 
of the Secretariat, i t  is the rule that the 
volumes of these works which are laid each 
day before his Majesty should be taken 
out, in due turn, by the clerk on duty, 
attended by the semants of the depart- 
ment. I t  has now been reported to the 
Secretariat by the Assistant Reader Chung 
Siu and his colleagues, that on the 19th 
Septeniber the clerk on duty, on proceed- 
ing to the arclzive room, found the strips 
of paper used i n  sealing up the doors 
to have fallen off, and both the large and 
anlall locks to have been apparently tampered 
with. On inspection being made it was , 
found that five of the archive presses had - 



ueen opened, biit that nothing was missing 
beyond 218 of the wrappers enveloping the 
books within. The receipt of this intelli- 
ynce has been aatounding to the memo- 
rialists, who proceeded personally to inspect 
the place ; aud they solicit that the police 
authorities be commanded to take stringent 
measures for the apprehension of the de- 
predators who have had such audacity as 
to commit a robbery within the palace pre- 
cinch themselves. The Grand Secretaries 
residing in Peking and the subordinates 
directly responsible submit themselves also 
for the Penalty they have incurred through 
failure to guard against such an occurrence. 
-For rescript See Gazette of Sept. 23rd. 

(3) Yung Ts'uan, late m i t a r y  Governor 
of Ili, memorializes reporting upon the 
amounts of grain harvested on account of 
supplies for the army in that region, in 
connection with the transfer of his com- 
mand to his successor. Having been com- 
manded by decree in 18'71 to proceed to 
the west (i.e., to the Russian territory) to 
make arrangements with the Russian offi- 
cials for taking over d a i r s  in Ili, on return- 
ing thence in  18'72, when his head-quarters 
were established at Tarbagatai, land was at 
once brought under cultivation by military 
colonists in order to furnish supplies for 
the army. Statements have already been 
laid before the Throne of the quantities of 
grain sold at  rediiced rates, and other de- 
tails connected with this matter ; and he 
has now to submit a report for the period 
from September 1874 to June 1877. The 
balance of grain left in hand at the begin- 
ning of 18'75 f a s  1,289 piculs of barley 
(siao d h ) ,  and the quantity liarvested in 
that year was 2,135 piculs. I n  the following 
year, '7,895 piculs were obtained. Details 
of the issues made from tliis stock are next 
giveu. 

Oct. 10th.-(1) A decree in  ariswer to a 
memorial from Li Hung-chang, Go~ernor- 

I General of Chihli, who has requested that 
1 an official of the Hanlin College named Wu - Ta-ch'eng may be sent to  Tientsin to assist 

the Territorial and Customs' Taotais in  the 
operations connected with the distribution 
of relief. Orders are given accordingly. . (2) Tiug Jih-ch'ang, Governor of Foh- 
kien, memorializes soliciting a niark of 
Imperial approbation for a new educational 
institution established at Foochow under , his aiispices. Conimencing with the 
al1ophthegm that the fundamental requi- 

I . site in the administration of government 
is the supply of suitable agenta, and that 

, the source whence such agents are to  be 
looked for consists in the fostering of 4 study, he proceeds to ertol the wiae and 

beneficent system under wliich the rei*ng 
dynasty has covered the land with an educa 
tional organization, placing official 
of instruction in every city, and permitthg 
colleges to be founded, in addition, in all 
directions. The result has been Seen in 
the abundant development of ability that 
has marked the history of the last two 
hundred years. The profince of Fuhkien, 
itself the scene of the educationai laboWs 
of the sage (Chu Hi) of bygone times, has 
long been famed for its intellectual activity- ; 
and three Colleges have long existed at its 
capital city. I n  tliese institutions, however, 
the curriculum is exclusively devoted to 
the arts of poetry and style ; no leisure is 
afforded there for the study of the canonical 
Books, the historians, and questions of the 
day. I n  18'72, the late Governor of the 
province, Wang K'ai-t'ai, set on foot an 
establishment named the Che Y z h g  T'ang 
$" Hg, or Institute for Practical study, 
to which scholars were encouraged to repair 
in  numbers for the purpose of attending 
monthly classes devoted to the canonical 
Books and the historians. Graduates of both 
the provincial and prefectural examinatiom 
and simple licentiates were equally ad- 
mitted, and an examination was to be held 
in  the second moon of each year by the 
Governor-General and Governor in Person. 
The services of a President for the institu- 
tion were engaged, to hold monthly exami- 
nations ; and a sum of Tls. 20,000 was ap- 
propriated from unemployed public balances 
to be placed at  interest in  order to furnish 
the requisite means for defraying the 
expenses to be incurred. I t  was arranged 
that the attendance should consist in ten 
indoor students, receiving Tls. 4 Per 
mensem each, and 20 outdoor, recehing 
Tls. 3. The memorialist, on taking 
office as Governor of Fuhkien, observed 
that want of means ~revailed among the 
greater number of the scholars of the 
province who were distinguished alike by 
respectability and erildition, for which 
reason he set aside last year, from the 
balance of the relief funds provided, a silm 
of Tls. 5,000 which was put out at interest, 
thus enabling six additional indoor and 
twelve additional outdoor students to be 
taken on the rolls of the establish- 
ment. Folloging the example set by 
the scholars of paet ages, the curriculum 
has been divided into two brauches, viz., 
the interpretation of the canonica? Books 
$?.$%, and political economy 
In  the memorialist's hunible opinion, what 
it is essential to aim at is that as l a q e  a 
number of scholars as possible should seek I 
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may be conferred upon the Che Yung Shu titude of fees which are arbitrarily exacted 
Yiiccn, or College of Practical Results, which at  every turn from the license holders, and 
has thus been organized, in conformity to the number of lekin offices which are met 
with earlier precedents in favour of the with in all 'directions in the province of 
three other Colleges existing at Foochow. Kweichow, which is overspread by an 
-Granted by rescript, 25th Sept. absolute network of such barriers. The 

Oct. 11th. Ting Pao-ch&ng, the newly entire revenue a n n u d y  derived from lehn. 
appointed Govemor General of Sze-ch'wan, in the province of Kweichow, including the 
sets forth in  a long and elaborate report his amOunts Yielded b5' ~ r i n t e d  calicoes arid 
proPosals for a rearrangement of the pro- timber-the two staples of trade-does not 
vincial aalt monopoly system as regards its exceed 100,OOO. This i8 of slight 
ramifications in the adjoining province of avail to  the public interest, whilst the 
Kweichow. In addition to the proceeds of trader, harassed in addition by cumuiative 
the land bx, the revenue from salt is the levies 0f C U S ~ O ~ S '  duties, the exactions 
only important item in the receipts of the 0f Officials and their underling% arid the 
Sze-ch'wan exchequer. I n  the peaceful . P ~ P " c ~ ~ Y  of locd prqotenti and village 
times heretofore prevailing, the salt of Sze- buuies, tOo often deterred altogether 
ch'wan was largely consumed in Kweichow frOm making venture. The acheme 
arid Y-an, in the first named of which nOW subfitted with a view to ameli- 
provinces the contractors for the gabelle 0rat"g this stake of aff&s, consiate in 
bad agencies in various prefectures, at  the establishment of aalt agencies of the 
which the amounts of several tens of thous- fh~-ch'wan ~overnment  at  various points 
ands of licenses were annually disposed of. Kweichow ; arid as the undertaking is 
Since the rebellion, however, the province to  be of an ~fficial chamter, care will be 
of Kweichow having been laid waste in taken in that province to sweep away all 
every direction, rnd the popu]ation dis- the local imposts and exactions heretofore 
persed or annihilated, so that not a tcnth ~revailing at  barriers controlled by pre- 
of its former numbers is now in exist- fectural and district officers. I n  Kweichow, 
ence, the old aalt agencies have virtually hOwever, it reimins t0 be stated, the 
cemed to  exist. sze-crwan has conse- eigencies of the public Service have led to 
quently lost its source of revenue, arid the imposition of a levy of 10 per cent. 
whst ren~ained to it, on the side of fL - On all salt arriving at the 

has been threatened b~ re~eated distributing agency, this impost being 
proposals for a return to the old system of 
supplying that region from the Hwai-ngan knOwn the ta Ei AE Or great tekin. 
salt producing area. The arrears of re- Of this, however, the memorialist has heard 
Ttenue on the Kweichow provincial account that it  does not all find its way into the  
amount to upwards of Tls. 1,000,000, and public exchequer. I n  the Course of trans- 
no prospect of recovery has presented it- port, moreover, salt is further burdened 
aelf. The result of an enquiry instituted with levies designated " half lekin," "little 
by the mernorialist's orders is a proposition lekin," local consumption duty or octroi 
that the system of supplying the province (loh ti shmi), and so forth, to which have 
of Kweichow with- salt from Sze-ch'wan to be added the exactions imposed at  the 
shall be resumed, but with the modification various examining offices and the unau- 
that the salt be conveyed to the distribut- thorized tax-stations kept up by the district 
ing centres by Government agency, and sold authorities in general. As the result, each 
there to the licensed contractors. The yin of salt (amounting probably to about 





len the province of Shansi in conseqiience 
of droiight, We have repeatedly issued 
decrees appropriating funds to piirposes of 
relief ; but inasmuch as it  may be feared 
that abuses will be committed by tlie offi- 
cials and underlings of the proviiicial ad- 
ministration in the distribution of siipplies, 
whereby Our bounty would be prevented 
from reaching tlie masses for wliom it is 
inteuded, We cornmand that Yen King- 
ming, formerly Iiolcling ofice as a senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Works, be 
appointed to travel through»ut tlie afflicted 
region, and to siiperinterid with all due 
diligence the adniinistration of the relief 
agencies. In the case of any reprehensible 
conduct, or malpractices in tlie shape of 
embezzlement and the like, let him impeach 
the offender in a rnemorial addressed to the 
Throne. 

(4) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Hangchow memurializes 
representing the impossibility of obtainiiig 
the raw material required for the silk 
fabrics he is ordered to siipply for 

weather. The junk being quite seaworthy, , 
the Liu-ch'iuans on boafd have professed 
themselves aa perfectly capable OE na-vigat- 
ing her back to their own country, and 
they have been furnished with a month's 
provisions, and allowed to depart accord- 
ingly. 

(3) Shen Pao-cheng, Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang, rhemorializes soliciting 
the bestowal of an Imperial title of honour 
iipon the Dragon God whose temple has 
loiig stood at Wu-lung-shan (Black Dragon 
Hill), outside tlie north-east gate of the 
City of Nanking (commanding the Straw- 
slioe Channel.) The berieficent interposi- 
tion of this deity has been maiiifested, not 
alone on behalf of the ordinary navigation 
near this point, where, through the perils 
of a rapid current, vessels are peculiarly 
exposed to danger, from which they are 
constantly rescued by the services of the life- 1 

boats which shoot out to their assistance, 
but in particular in connection with the 
works carried on for the fortification of the 

, 'Wu-lung-shan. At a critical stage of the 

r 



1 works, when half the soldiery employed in d executing them were prostrated by epidemic 
disease, a salutary change was produced on 
prayers being offered up at the temple by 
the officers in command, and the works 
were completed without a drawback. The 
other fortifications which were taken in hand 
at ddifferent points along the Yangtsze, from 
Nanking to Silver Island, required the ser- 
vices, also, of continual transport by water 
up and down stream ; and throughoilt the 
couree of this undertaking manifest inter- 
position of a supernatural cliaracter was 
experienced in the protection of the vessels 
engaged in the service from wreck or loss, 
notwithstanding the tempestuous weather 
they encountered. The Bigade-General 
in  command of the troops, and his officers, 
having subscribed for the rebuilding of the 
temple, and the facts being vouched for by 
the Lieutenant-Govenior and sundry other 
of the provincial authorities, the meinorial- 
ist solicits that, in conformity with tlie 
Imperial regulation to this effect, a title of 
honour may be conferred upon the local 
deity and that his temple be added to the 
list of those at  which semi-annual sacrifices 
are offered by the authorities.-Referred by 
rescript to the Board of Ceremonies for 
report. 

Oct. 15th.-A decree, referring to the 
prevailing distress from famine in the pro- 
vinces of Honan and Shansi, together with 
the appropriations in  money and grain 
already made toward its relief, but express- 
ing the apprehension that notwithstanding 
what has been done, the masses of the 
people may still be exposed to waiit during 
the interval between the autumn and the 
spring harvests. I t  is consequeutly ordered 
that from the current winter's quota of 
Peking tribute grain to be provided by the 
province of Shantung, there shall be allotted 
160,000 piculs, to go in equal proportions 
to  the two afßicted provinces. The 
Governors of Honan and Shansi are to take 
steps for the transport of these supplies to 
their respective jurisdictions, and to cause 
the same to be duly distributed as a token of 
the Imperial sympathy for the suffering 
population. 

No other documents of importance. 
Oct. 16th.-(1) A decree aanctioning, on 

the application of Sh6nPa.o-cheng, Governor 
General of the Two Kiang, and Yu Luh, 
Governor of Nganhwei, the bestowal of a 
ttitle of canonization upon the late K'iao 
sung-nien, who died P 1875, whilst holding 
the office of Director-General of the Yellow 
&iver, and who had rendered eminent 
Services during the Taiping rebellion. 

(2) The acting Governor of &antung 
memorializes reporting the esCape of Lt 
prisoner under sentence of death from the 
gaol of the Lin-kü district, by brertking 
through the wall of the prison, after ridding 
himself of his fetters, whilst the watchmen ' 
were asleep during a storm of rain on e 
certain night in July last. The jailwarden - 
is denounced in the usual manner. For 
rescript See Gazette of 1st inst. 

(3) I n  a siipplementary memorial, the 
acting Governor of Shantung refers to the 
measures carried into effect for the relief 1 of the distress from famine in the early 
part of the year in the prefectures of Ts'ing- 
chow and Lai-chow, particiilars concerning 
which had earlier been reported to the 
Throne in a memorial (not published) from 
the late Governor of the Province, Ting 
Pao-cheng. A sum of 30,000 or 40,000 
Taels, as was previously reported, was to 
be scraped together by the late Governor 
frorn the different treasurias of tlie province, 
in  the course of last winter, for the pur- 
pose of providing means for the issue of 
rice-grnel in the afflicted districts, and Tls. 
43,000 in all were actiially issued to the 
various district Magistrates for this pur- 
pose. This amount, however, was small, 
and it  was soon expended ; and although 
charitable persons B & and the notables 
and people of Wei Hien and other districts 
contributed nobly, the destitute were num- 
bered in tens of thousands, and, as time 
went On, private eftorts became exhausted. 
The local authorities could not justi- 
fiably ignore the condition of affairs, 
and in order to provide means for the re- 
lief of the crowds of starving persons who 
thronged about the relief agencies, funds 
were issued from the provincial Treasnry 
to the amonnt in all of about Tls. 30,000, 
divided among the various district Magis- 
tracies, in addition to which 20,000 piculs 
of rice and 12,000 articles of clothing were 
subscribed by the notables and people. A 
lamentable pictiire is drawn of the havoc 
caused aniong the population of the afflicted 
districts by tlie famine, which, in the Lin- - 

ku and adjacent districts, where it  was 
most severely felt, is said to have left nine 
dwellings depopulated out of ten. Im- 
verial acknowledninents of the coutribu- 
iions afforded by 'ihe respective individuals 
are solicited. 

Oct. 17th-(1) A decree. referrinp to the 
continued want' of rain in the neighbour- 
hood of Peking, and the severe suffering I 
entailed by drought upon the provinces of 
Shansi, Honan, and Shensi, in considera- 
tion whereof propitiatory services were 



beld on fhe 16th inst. a t  the various State 
temples. The rainfall vouchsafed since 
then has been inconsiderable ; and i t  is 
oonsequently ordained that on the 19th 
ipst. a farther series of propitiatory Services 
tue to be held, his Majesty proceeding in 
person to the Ta Kao Tien, and the Im- 
perial princes respectively to offer incense 
at  other shrines. 

(2) A decree based upon a memorial 
from Sh6n Pao-chkng, Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang provinces, who has re- 
ported the measures he has adopted for 
encouraging the destruction of locusts, and 
the collection of their eggs during the win- 
ter. I n  the couwe of the present year, he 
states, the crops have suffered greatly in 
the provinces of Kiangsu and Nganhwei 
from s w m s  of locusts, the ground being 
actually covered to the depth of a foot 
and more by their bodies in  the localities 
where they have alighted. The local 
authorities had been called upon to use 
their most active efforts toward the capture 
and destruction of the insects ; but the 
Governor-General now represents that, bet- 
ter even than the destruction O E  the locust 
itself in the winged state (the hwamg I&#), 
is the extermination of its larva, the man. 

&$ ; whilst most efficacious of all is the 
oollection of the eggs from which the larva 
proceeds. Instructions have consequently 
been isaued to the district authorities to fix 
a price at  which eggs will be bought, as an 
encouragement to efforts directed toward 
the radical extirpation of the plague. The 
measures reported as having been taken are 
approved ; and a continuaiice of vigilant 
care for the energetic carrying out of the 
proposed system is enjoined iipon the high 
authorities. Negligencd on the part of any 
of their subordinates is to be denounced in 
stringent terms to the throne. 

(3) A Decree. Let ~i wei-shuh@@*$ 
succeed to the post of Brigade-General of 
the Yeo Kiang comrnand in Kwangsi. 

(4) The Governor of Hunan memorializes 
reporting that an officer named Ho Shu 
M @ has been seIected to 611 the 
vacancy in the office of Prefect of Ch'ang- 

a Fu, the provincial capital. This 
.-nctionary is at present 50 years of age, 
z native of the province of Honan, who, 
being at the time an honorary licentiate, 
was appointed in 1850 to a post in one 
of the minor Government offices at Peking, 
md who subsequently took his degrees at  
the provinciail and metropolitan examina- 
tions. I n  1876 he was transferred to 

Hunan in the grade of Prefect, and waa 
appointed to hold office in Ch'ang-t&h fi. 
H e  is now strongly recommended for the 
vacancy above-mentioned. - Referred by 
rescript to the Board of Civil Office for 
consideration and report. G 

(5) The Governor of Chehkiang memo- W 

the case of an old man named Ts'ao 
Chow, who obtained an interview with 

rialues reporting the proceedings taken in - 

him in July last, stating himself to  be , 
an expectant District Instructor, and who 
submitted a paper which purported to 
contain certain Statements of importance 
relating to the sea-wall conservancy, but 
which on being examined was a m e r s l  
ramhling and @ p r o b  mass of trash, of I 

which, conbequently, no farther notice - 

was taken. Some ten days later, how- 
ever, the same individual submitted a 
printed book, entitled "Record of the 
Experiences of Three Generations," which, 
to the Governor's interne amazement, 
he found to be osteneiibly issued with his 
own approval and containing an intro- 
duction professedly emanating from his 
own hand. The contents of the work wera 
a tissue of defamatory. libels decting the 
principal officers of the provincial adminis- 
tration, in  connection with a dispute in 
which the writer was embroiled with a 
deputy Superintendent of the Salt 
Revenue, the feud arising out of an 
endeavour on the writer's part to effect a 
sale of some farnily property connected 
with the Salt department in which he 
had been cpposed by some of his younger 
kinsmen. After reciting the particulars + 

of the case, and dwelling upon tlie fact that , - 
libelious attacks upon the character of in- 
dividuaIs and defamation of high officers 
of the Government are serious offences in 
the eye of the law, the Governor states 
that as the Judicial Commissioner of the pro- 
vince is newly appointed and has, but lately 
taken oEce, he can have no motive to 
shew partiality, he has charged that officer 
with an enquiry into the conduct of 
which the Deputy Superintendent of the 
Salt Revenue is accused, conciirrently 
with the trial of the person guilty of 
putting forth the defamatory libels as 
above-mentioned. 

Oct. 18th.-(1) A decree premising with 
the observation that among the Histories 'I 
of all the successive dynasties that have 
occupied the throne of China, the palm of 
conciseness and systematic regularity is 
invariably awarded to those drawn up  
in the style of Annals of Imperial Achs 

$ SE, and that the compilation of 



Record of his late Majesty:~ reign has 
already been completed up to lts sixth year 

p7) 
; arid the State Historiographers' 

is now commanded to depute a staff of 
ofnciaL to make a transcript or duplicate 
copy of the Record so far as it has already 
been laid before the Throne, and to compile 
from thence the personal Annals as afore- 
said, the work continuing in proportion as 
the Record itself b canied on toward com- 
pletion. The duplicate copy of the Veritable 
Record is to be preserved for reference in 
the Elistoriographers' Office. 

(2-3) The Governor of Shiin-t'ien Fu 
nernor&iizes solioiting the issue of Imperial 
Uowaneea of grdLin to the charitab'le 
lsylums at as.d near Peking.-For resoripts 
ee Gawtte of 3rd inat. 

19th O c t . 4 1 )  A series of decrees appoint- 
n g  examiners, sub-exrtminers, etc., for tlie 
eompetition about to commence for the 
rililitary tsin-she degree. 

(2) A decree based' upon a memorial 
from the Hanlin Assistant Reader Chang 
P'ei-lun, who has solicited that advice 

#. to  the Throne be publicly called for, 
by way of discovering a remedy for Lfb the calamitous condition of affairs. I n  
reply jt is obserred that oEcials of high 
or low degree throughoilt the Empire have 
repeatedly been called upon to express their 
views on matters affectmg the piiblic weal, 
with the object of obtaining that wisdom 
which lies in the multitude of councillors. 
During the preseiit year, a number of the 
provinces have been afFiicted with natural 
calamities in divers forms, in the shape of 
flood, drought, and plagues of locusts ; and 
for the relief of the distress thus occasioned, 
grants of both money and grain have been' 
allotted by the State. I n  view of the fact, 
however, that united endeavours should be 
brought to bear, among high and low alike, 
with reference to all such questions as those 
of the prevalence or otherwise of a spirit 
of negligent adherence to routine in  the 
civil administration, the existence of causes 
for dissatisfaction among the people, and 
the possibility of flaws being forthcoming 
in the method of conferring oscial appoirit- 

i 
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whatever rank, i8 adjured to put fow 
the expression of whatever Piews 
.be individually entertained, in ord& 
further the earnest desire which is cherish4 
by the Sovereign to aimat increased rectitad9 
of conduct in  face of the visitations d t b  
which the Empire is d i c t e d ,  and not to M 
deaf to advice or remonstrance. 

-As regards a statement put f o r w d  
in a postscript memoriaI by the same W ~ S ,  
to the effect that cerdin eunuchs bVe 
introduced actors and caused plays to 
performedwithinthe precincts of the Pd-, 
that buying and selling, attended withnoise 
and disorder, goes on mithin the enclmure 
occupied by the manufacturing depaftmenk 
of the Imperial Household, and furthemore 
that gambling-tables have been set on foot, 
there, the stringent prohibition of which is 
solicited, the Coxptrollers of the House- 
hold are required to  make immediate 
investigation, and to deal out severe punish- 
ment should the facts be discovered to be 

(3) Wen Keh, newly appointed Governor 
of Shantung, memorializes reporting his 
assumption of office on the 21st August. 

(4) Ch'ung How, acting Governor- 
General of Feng-t'ien (Manchuria), in  a 
postscript memorial, reports that, having 
deputed an agent to visit Shanghai in  the 
course of a journey some time ago to 
procure a supply of firearms for the drilled 
field-force employed in the province, thie 
officer, the Taotai Kao Ts'ung-shun, has 
lately returned and reported that, whilst 
passing through Shanghai, he had carefully 
selected a stock of arms in concert with 
the acting Taotai a t  that place, Li11 Jui-feh, 
and had prepared shipments, which were 
not yet ready, however, to be despatched. 
The memorialist has hereupon desired the 
Taotai at Shanghai to forward the arms at 
once. As regards ammunition, an officer 
had been despatched to Tientsin to take 
charge of the requisite shipments, arid 
through the care of the Grand Secretary 
and Governor-General Li Hung-chang, a 
supply of lead, bullets, percussion caP% 
fuses, cartrid~es. etc.. has beensent forward. 
The &emorialist beLg informed that the 
foreign breechloading guns manufactured 
of late in  Germany by K d p p  (Fe-121- 

I,), are manageable, strong, a 

effective weapons, he has requested H.  -. 
Li Hung-chang to order the Tientsin 
Arsenal to purchase a certain number 

-- 
his behalf. H e  has further directed ' 

I 
officer named Chang Kin-lung to raim 
body of artillerymen, both officers and 1 
vates, to practise the use of these 
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Oct. 20th.-(1) A decree giving iitterance 

to the Imperial condolences an the decease 
of the mother of Li Hung-tsao, President of 
the Board of Works, etc., etc. A sacrificial 
service is accorded in her honoiir, the sum 
of Tls. 2,000 is awarded for the expenses of 
her funeral, and the local authorities are 
cornmanded to do what is needful toward 
the due conveyance of her remains to the 
~ l a c e  of sepiilture at her late home. 

(2) A Decree. Let Ho Show-ts'ze 
succeed to the post of President 

)f the Board of Works. Let Su T'ung 
become his successor arc President 

of the Court of Censors. (N.B.-By the 
decease of his mother, as above recorded, 
the President of the Board of Works is 
compelled to go into retirement for twenty- 
seven months. Li Hung-tsao vacates, con- 
sequently, his appointment as a member of 
the Yamen of Foreign Mairs, to which he 
was gazetted in December last, as well as 
his position as one of the five members of 
the Grand Council. H e  is a native of 
Tientsin.) 

(3) A decree sanctioning a proposal sub- 
mitted by Shen Pao-cheng, Governor-Gen- 
eral of the Two Kiang, for the erection of a 
temple in honour of the deceased Governor- 
General T s b g  Kwoh-fan, which the not- 
ables of Su-chow Fii, in northern Kiangsu, 
have asked to be allowed to build in com- 
memoration of the late Governor-General's 
eminent services in the suppression of the 
Nien-fei rebellion. 

(4) The Governor of Shensi reports an 
outbreak on the part of certain lawless 
natives of the P'u-ch'eng district, known 
as the Tao F e i  .or sword wearing marauders. 
The P'u-ch'eng, Fu-p'ing, Lin-t'iing, and 
Wei-nan districts (of the prefecture of Si- 
ngan Fu) have for mariy years past been in- 
fested by bands of depredators armed with 
swords, who were accustomed to make the 
salt-marshes at the point of junction of the 
four districts above-named their common 
liead-quarters. Altliough less trouble has 
been given by this class of persons since the 
rebellion came to an end, the suffering 
caused by the drought during the past 
summer in the country north of the Wei, 
has led to renewed activity on their part. 
A highway r ~ b b e r y  of provisions having 
taken place early in August near the salt- 
marshes, one of the leaders of the band, 
named Chang Ta-wa, was appreliended by 
the district Magistrate of Wei-nan, with a 
number of his followers, and committed to  

Fson . A native of the district, who, for 
1s connection with the Tao Fei, had been 

deprived of his degree a military licenti- 
ate, and who had a mudge against the 
Magistrate on this account, raised a band 
of followers, to the number of 200 or 300 
inen, with whom, at  daylight on the 3rd 
September, he scaled the city wall, cut down 
the soldier on duty at the gate, broke into 
the prison, released Chang Ta-wa and his 
comrades, and set fire to the yamen. The 
Magistrate, on assembling a body of sol- 
diers and police to capture the assailants, 
was attacked by them, and perished after 
being wounded in sixteen places. His wife, 
son, daughter~in-law and grand daughter- 
in-law were wounded at the Same time. 
The attacking party subsequently retired to  
their customary haunts, whither they were 
pursued a few days later by a military 
force. A number of prisoners were taken 
after a succession of encounters, beside 
others who were killed on the spot, and 
the band has been entirely broken up.- 
For rescript See Gazette of 5th inst. 

(5) The acting Governor of Shantung re- 
ports that on the 14th September the whole 
of the vessels of the grain-fleet, 430 in num- 
ber, had after immense exertions been 
passed out of the Shantung territory (into 
the jurisdiction of Chihli) and placed in the 
waters of the river Wei. The vessels had 
been brought to a standstill on reaching 
Lin-ts'ing owing to the extraordinarily 
shallow state of the wei, in which the 
depth of water was but 1 ch'ih 4 ts'un, to 
1 ch'ih, 7 or 8 ts'um, whilst there was not a 
drop to spare in  the Canal itself ; and as 
there was no prospect of such a rise as 
would have allowed the sluices to be opened, 
the only expedient remaining was that 
of discharging the junks, and floating them 
over empty. This was accordingly done, 
and the fleet has been thus got across on 
tlie date above-mentioned. 

Oct. 21st.-(1) A decree appointing T'ung 
Hwa to the post of a junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil Office. H e  
is to continue to act (in the stead of Kwoh 
Sung-t'ao) as a Senior Vice-President of 
the Board of War. 

(2) A decree appointing Feng Yu-k'i 
),%$&,@ an acting senior Vice-President 
of the Board of Ceremonies. 

(3) The Governor of Kiangsi, Liu Ping- 
cliang, memorializes reporting the institu; 
tion of a House of Detention for witnesses 
at the provincial capital, on the system 
originally proposed by the Governor of 
Kweicliow.-(See Gazette of 6thApril,1876.) 

Oct. 22nd.-The whole of this day's 
Gazette is occupied with the meruorial in 

L., . 1 -  
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which Ho Show-ts'ze, President of the 
Court of Censors, resents his views 
regarding the radical &ans of cure which 
should be sought for the ills under which 
the State is a t  present labouring. Among 

i ' the mnltitudinous affairs of Government, 
he observes, there must necessarily be 
points of superior importance, and of such 
the most paramount is the application of 
radical means of cure, after probing to the 
uttermost the vital qnestions of the mo- 

-M i  

ment, as the triie method of securing 
. strength to the State. Convinced of the 

anxiety with which their Majesties the - Empresses and his Majesty tlie Emperor 
devote themselves to the labour of ensuring 
the highest form of order, he ventures to 
submit the views lie has formed on the 
foiir following subjects. 
a. Purification of the Government ser- 

vice. The necessity for an increased 
degree of strictness in the scriitiny of 
individual qualdications is insisted iipon, 
both with a view to the advancement 
' of meritorions individnals, and also to 

ensure the detection of indifference to the 
interests of the paople. I t  is requested 
that the high authorities generally be 
authorized to lay reccommendations before 
the Throne of such among their sub- 
ordinates as they consider able and deserv- 
ing, such patronage to be exercised, however, 
under a direct personal responsibility for 
the results. 

b. Selection of efficient commanders for 
the due discharge of military trusts. The 
paramount importance of obtaiiiing a supply 
of duly qualified military officials being 
recognized, it is farther to be observed 
that, whilst during the years of warfare 
entailed by the Taiping rebellion, military 
genius was forthcoming in an abundant 
degree, the oficers wlio distinguished 
themselves during this period have for the 
most part fallen in the field, not inore tliaii 
one in ten being still in existeiice. The me- 
morialist is convinced that the nlen are 
wanting who could supply the place of 
Tso Tsiing-t'ang and Kin Shun in the 
western campaign, or of P ' h g  Yuh-lin and 
Yang Yoh-pin in their command of the 
naval forces on the Yangtsze. I t  would 

. also be no easy matter to find many 
such examples of daring valoiir, who made 

q themselves dreaded by the most des- 
perate of the rebels, as Pao Ch'ao arid 
C h ' h  Kwoh-jui. When a retrospect is 
taken of the last 20 or 30 years, i t  is seen 
tliat a commander distinguished by such 
breadth of view, in the application alike of 
theory and practice, as Tao Tsung-t'ang, 
was singled out by Loh Ping-chang when 

fiiling the position of a simple ; *hat 
so skilled a general as T'a-chJi-pu was , 
brought forward by Tseng Kwoh-fan from 
the rank of a mere subaltern; arid that 
commanders so distinguished for their 
devotion, talent, and bravery, as L. ~ ~ & h -  
nan andLi su-pin, were ra i sd  from absolute 
obscurity by Tseng Kwoh-fan and Hu Lin- 
yih. Tlie moral drawn from these reflec- 
tions is that Tso Tsung-t'ang, Li Hung- 

I 
chang, Ting Pao-cheng, Liu I ( ~ ' & n - ~ i h ,  
Liu Ch'ang-yeo, and Tseng Kwoh-ts'dan, 
all of whom, after long experierice of war- 
fare, have been invested with the govern- 
ment of provinces, should be called upon 
to recommend for advancement such officials 
as they may consider eligible for important 
commands. 

C. The extension of the system of 
storing up provisions of grain, The im- 
portance of laying up such stor,es against a 
time of scarcity is exemplified by the suffer- 
ing occasioned during the present year by 
floods, drought, or locusts in at least ten of 
the provinces of the Empire. At the present 
moment the provinces of Shansi and Honan 
are applying for funds from the Peking 
exchequer, Fuhkien and Kwangtung are 
asking sanction to measures of relief, 
Kiangnan is applying for postponements of 
the levy of taxation, whilst other provinces, 
not yet heard from, may be expected to  
have a tale of financial exigencies and 
popular sufferings, involving no less a 
number than several millions of souls, yet 
to bring forward. The remedy for such a 
state of destitution as now prevails is the 
acciimulation of stores of grain, to be raised 
by local or official contributions, under 
encouragement in  the shape of Imperial 
distinctions to  be awarded in return for such 
services. The granary system carried out in  
Shensi by the Governor, T'an Chung-lin, the 

very eflicient plan and had lt not been 

b 
memorialist has heard, is conceived on a W 

that, owing to the dearth in the adjacent ., 
provinces of Honan aiid Shansi, causing the 
provincial dealers to strip themselves of 
their own stocks in their eagerness to profit 
by the rise in prices, the supplies s t ~ r e d  UP 
in the granaries, to the amount of n e a r l ~  a 
miliion piculs, wouid have eilabled even 
real famine to be faced without a ~ ~ r e h e n -  
sioii. I t  is urged that injunctions be issued 
for an extension of the granary s ~ s t e m  to 
the provinces generally. 

d. The rigorous enforcernent of the rules 
of the household registration or " tfiliing " 
system, in order to strike at the of 
possible outbreak of disorder. The memo- 
rialist ascribes the spread of the Tai~ingre-  
bellion to negligence on the P& of hkh 

P 



I oficials, who rebuked certain of their sub- 
ordinates for excess of activity when they 
proposed to institute measures of house- 
hold registration within their districts. 
The number of disbanded braves and 
unemployed persons who have overspread 
the country since the cessation of hostil- 
ities, has led to the organization of secret 
fraternities, such as the Ko Lao Brother- 
hood, outbreaks of which have from time 
to time been ventured upon when occa- 
sion offered ; and in addition to this, 
an inflammatory propaganda is main- 
tained by the initiated in pseudo-religious 
sects, which constitute, owing to the 
numbers of adherents they never fail 
to secure, a hidden danger of the most 
serious magnitude. The " tail-cuttinn " 
practices $J B 2 B whLh 

1 prevailed last year spread from the pro- 
3 vinces to Peking, causing a general alarm 

and dread of suuernatiiral terrors to take 
possession of t h e  public mind. The 
authorities of the city and suburbs having 
hereupon issued registration tickets to each 
household, and having made search in the 
quarters comparatively remote from ordin- 
ary control, arid taken stringent measures 
to ensure the detection [of evildoers]; barely 
a fortnight elapsed, even although no arrests 
were made, before the rigorous measures of 
precaution which were thus taken brought 
the disturbance to an end. I t  appears 
that in Kiangsi, Hupeh, and Nganhwei 
criminal proceedings have been checked by 
an effective working of the registration 
system ; and it is now earnestly recom- 
mended that measures to the same end 
may be universally enjoined.-For rescript 
See Gazette of 5th inst. 

Oct. 23rd.-(I) A decree referring once 
" more to the prevailing drought, and to tlie 

ap~rehensions that may be entertained lest 
corrupt practices on the psrt of the officials 
employed in distribiiting the sums allotted 
toward tlie relief of distress should divert 
the Imperial bounty from its destined re- 
cipients. Li Hoh-nien, Director-General 
of the Yellow River, is commanded to make 
a tour of inspection throughout the whole of 

$the a£üicted region in Honan, and to 
the operation of the relief agencies 

,at work, denouncing to the Throne any in- 
stances he may detect of mismanagement 

.'or embezzlement. For the province of 
Sliensi, the former Lieutenant-Governor, 
Chmg Ying, is appointed to act as Assistant 

elief Commissioner. 
(2-3) Decrees appointing the Minister 

Mao Ch'ang-hi, President of the Wu Ying 
Tien (the Imperial printing department), 
and the Assistant Grand Secretary Shen 

kwei-fen, President-in-chief of the Veritable 
Record commission. 

(4) The Yambn of Gendarmerie memo- 
rializes forwarding an appeal on the Part of 
a student named Su  Yen-nien, of the pro- 
vince of Ngan-hwei, who complains of the 
murder of his father by a certain man named 
Li Yeo-nien and others, in  consequence of 
a dispute about some land. H e  complains 
that the murderers have not been appre- 
hended.-Referred in  the usual manner. 

(5) Wang Ming-lwan, Tutor of the Im- 
perial Academy, memorializes dilating upon 
tlie abuses which are concomitant to the 
distribution of relief to  the sufferers from 
famine, and which nothing but a high 
degree of intelligence and experience on 
the part of the district Magistrates can 
discover and obviate, whilst, when detection 
by any chance ensues, the officials are 
compelled to connive at the offence through 
dread of the penalty to which they them- 
selves would be exposed. Four descriptions 
of knavery are enumerated in this connec- 
tion, to wit, the h6h hu ,%F or " dark 
name " trick, by which a fictitious name 
is recw-ded as a recipient of relief, the 
amount of which is pocketed by the 
cashier ; the t'ao FvZG, or non est inventus 
trick, by which sums are received on 
behalf of individuals who have gone off 
to  a distance, their names still being 
kept on one register whilst, very possibly, 
they are at the same time flguriig upon 
another ; the ts'6h-j'ei or "registration 
fee," which is extorted from s a e r e r s  be- 
fore they are allowed to have their names 
set d o i n ;  and the ddhfang #tfi or X 
" deduction," which is contrived by the 
issue of allowances on a reduced scale, such 
as that of a minor on behalf of an adult, 
or of the quantity prescribed for partly 
destitute to thosc who are wliolly in  want. 
Manifold abuses are perpetrated, also, in 
connection with weights and measures. The 
memorialist solicits the issue of stringent 
commands requiring the exercise of proper 
vigilance on the part of the district author- 
ities throughout the afflicted region, in order 
to guard against malpractices of the kind.- 
For rescript See Gazette of 6th inst. 

Oct. 24th. -(I) Extracts from the Super- 
visorates. The Board of Civil office having 
reported, recommending that K'irng Ling-i 
TL 9 bepermittedtosucceedtothetitle 

of ~ e n ~ h t m g  ~ t u n g @ j  (Duke Continua- 
tor of the Sage, Confucius), the following 
rescript has been received : " Be it  as is 
proposed. " (N. B. -For record of the decease 
of K'ung Siang-k'o, the late representative 
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of the Confucian lineage, see Gaze t te  of his other trusts to the L i e u t e n a n t - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Deo. lOth, 18'76.) Pao Heng, appointed to act in bis stead, 

(2) A decree based upon a memorial from on the 10th September, and was about to 
the Censor Kung Süan, who has exposed hasten on his way to his native place in 
certain malpractioes on the part of contrac- obedience to the Decree received. 
tors for Imperial building worka. This (6) The Governor of Kiangsu submits 
class of Persona, it  appears, by forrning a customary recommendations on behalf ~f 

' 

L<Ring" 'th the clerks. employed in the the officials who have been engaged in the - 
public ofices, contrive to have suppiemen- grain trausport Service during the past sea- 

, 

t a v  estimates and increased allowances son, in the course of which 658,400 pic,lls 8 8  

granted to them on the plea that defects of grain have been shipped from Shanghai , 
not previomly discoverable have revealed by junk or Steamer to Tientsin in a highly , 
themselves in  the Progress of works of satisfactory manner, as the quota due from 
demolif arid rep i r .  The Board of Works the Soochow, Sungkiang, Ch'ang-chow, arid 'L 
is commanded hereupon to frame regula- T'ai-ts'ang prefectures. 
ti.ons which wii i  render such malpractices 25th 0ct.-(1) A decree based upon a 
impossible for the fnture. memorial from K'e-she-PU, a Siipervising 

(3) 4 decree based upon a memorial Censor in charge of the Western division of 
from the Censor Tiing Tsün-han, ~ 1 1 0  has Peking, who has reported the apprehen- 
reported that on the 16th inst. a case of sion of a Mussulman native of the city, 
flqrant burglary occurred at  the residente named Tsow Wu, who has long been notor- 
of m anktant  Secretary of the Board of ious as a gambler and thief, and who had in- 
WO*, in the outer city of Peking ; and diiced certain thieves from the Tung-ngan 
fudhermore that, according to information District to join him at Peking in the com- 
h e  hrue received, a criminal association mission of acts of robbery. The Governor 
&yled the Cleaver Society has been formed of Shiin-t'ien Fu is commanded hereupon 
in one of the districts of the province of to cause the delinquent to be brought to 
Chihli, the &liated members of which trial and punished, after the facts of the 
have diatributed themselves secretly about case have been elicited, at the scene of his , ' Peking for purposes of robbery. That such offence. 
out~ages should be ventured upon in the (2) The Governor-General of the Two 

,', immediate precincts of the Imperial resi- H u  prowices reports the total of revenue 
dence is scandalous beyond meaclure; and collected at  the Custom-House established 

, stringent commands are issued for the in recent years at  the Wu-ch'ang for the 
- arrest without fail of the giiilty parties, collection of duties upon timber and bam- 

and for the maintenance of efficient night boos, for the benefit of the Board of Works, 
I patrols. during the twelve months expired on the 

(4) A decree based upon a further memo- 10th of July, 1877, as having amounted 
rial from the Censor Kung Suan, who has to Tls. 39,989.9 shewing an excess of 
denounced an assistant Police Magistrate Tls. 12,300 over aud above all the k e d  

I for failure to arrest the perpetrators of an amounts for which the collector in charge 
n act of robbery and murder which took was answerable. The ofiicer in question is ' 

place in the vicinity of Peking in August accordingly continued in office for another 
last. Tlie incriniinated oEcial is stripped year. 
of the insignia of his rank and required (3) Th! Governor-General of the Two 

: under penalty of farther proceedings to H u  provinces reports the escape of three 
- effect the apprehension of the criminals prisoners from the jail of the Li Ch'wan 

within n given time. Magistracy, during the custon~ary storm of ' 
(5) Ting Jih-ch'ang, Governor of Fuh- thiinder and rain and whilst the warders 

kien, memorializes returning thanks in  an were, as usual, soiind asleep under shelter, 
exuberant strain of gratitude, for the per- on the niglit of the 10th May last. Of the ' 

mission accorded to him to return for three three ~risoners, two were siibsequently 
months to his native province for tlie care recaptured ; but the third, W ~ O  was under 
of his health. On the 28th August his sentence of d+ath, has defied all the efforts 
courier returned bringing back the memo- made to discover his whereabouts. The 
rial he had submitted to the Throne (see oficials responsible in  this case are accord- 
Gaze t te  of 13th Aug.), upon which the re- ingly denounced for punishment.-For 
script was noted : " A separate rescript rescript see Gazett3 of 9th inst. 
issued ;" and on the same dag he reverently Oct. 26th.-(1) A decree ordaining a 
perused in the @ w e t t e  of August 
Decree in  which his cong6 was 
He llanded over the seal of his 

ii 'I 
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rainfall at Peking within the last month or 
two, and the drought experienced in Shansi, 
Honan, and Sliensi. 

(2) A decree based upon a memorial 
from the Board of Revenue reporting upon 
the protest submitted by Lin Show-t'u, 
late Financial Commissioner of Shansi, 
against the charges brought against him by 
Tso Tsung-t'ang, of reducing without 
authority the amount of the subsidies 
required from the proiincial exchequer. 
His excuses are rejected by the Board as 
'unwarranted by the facts of the case ; and 
the conduct of the Governor of Shansi, 
Tseng Kwoh-ts'üan, in forwarding his 
statement witliout a prior investigation, is 
disapproved. The Board of Civil office is 
directed to take note of this disapproval. 

(3) A Decree. The Censor She She-t'ai 
has memorialized Us stating that the price 
of provisions is rising daily, entailing distress 
and penury in consequence upon the 
Banner soldiery. H e  recommends that 
the amount of commutation pay issued in 
silver be rediiced, and the issiie of grain be 
augmented. Let the Board of Revenue 
consider and report to Us. 

(4) The Governor of Kweichow memori- 
alizes reporting the issne of a trial at W-hich 
the late acting Magistrate of the Yung- 
t'sung distrid was arraigned on a charge of 

. having imposed an assessment without 
lawful authority upon certain communes of 
the Miao-tsze aborigines within his district, 
under pretence of raising funds for ineasures 
of reorganization. The delinquent having 
been stripped of his rank by a Decree dated 
in August 1876, and ordered to be brought 
to trial, he lias been arraigned, and 
testimony has been adduced shewing that 
he had levied a sum, in ail, of Tls. 6,050, 
by demands for forced contributioiis frorn 
sundry individiials. Of this amoiint he had 
expended Tls. 1,450 on the rebuilding 
of his Yamen, but he has not accounted for 
the reniainder. His offence is declared to 
fall within the provisions of the statute 
relating to tlie unauthorized levy aiid ap- 
propriation of imposts, in  cases of which 
bind the aniount Ievied is to be taken into 
consideration in applyirig the enactments 
on abuse of tlie prerogative of law. I t  is 
provided in this connection that where the 
amount involved reaches tlie sum of Tls. 80, 
the penalty shall be death by strangulation 
after imprisoninent to await conbmation of 
the sentence ; and a sentence to  this effect 
has been pronouiiced in the case of the 
delinquent Wu Yen-yao. Minor sentences 
are pabsed upon certain of his accomplices. 
-RRferred by rescript for the consideration 
of the Board of Punishinents. 

Oct. 27th.-(1) A decree based upon a 
meniorial from the Censor She She-G'ai, 
who has represented that malpractices are 
indulged in hy certain Clerks of the Board 
of Works in connection with the outlay of 
government funds authorized for the 
construction of roads and bridges. Certain 
public works of this description being now 
in Progress in the vicinity of Peking (prob- 
ably in connection with the Imperial 
Mausolea-Tram.), false returns of ex- 
penditure are stated to be handed in 
through the agency of a contractor's 
"Ring." The Board of Works. is com- 
manded to investigate these charges.-In 
this memorial (the Decree concludes), none 
of the characters designating the Imperial 
Mausolea have been elevated according to 
rule. Let the Board of Civil office formii- 
late the penalty due for this offence. 

(2) Tshng Kwoh-ts'uan, Governor of 
Shansi, memorializes submitting the state- 
ment handed to him by the Financial Com- 
missioner Lin Show-t'u, lately dismissed 
from the public service, in attempted self- 
exculpation-. By a comparison of dates and 
amounts, he endeavours to shew that he - 
had not been guilty of the disregard of 
orders imputed to him.-For rescript, see 
Gazette of 9th inst. 

Oct. 28 th .41)  A decree based upon a 
memorial from Tseng Kwoh-ts'üan, Gov- 
ernor of Shansi, who haa represented that 
the prefect of T'ai-yüan F u  (the prefedure 
in which the provincial capital is sitiiated), 
Ts'ing Ngan by name, has shewn himself 
wanting in discrimination in dealing with I 

judicial cases remitted to his hands and 1 

regardless of the exigencies of the situation 
in administering the work of famine relief. d 
I t  is commanded, hereupon, as is reqiiested, 
that the official in qiiestion be removed ' 

from his ofiice and degraded to fill a 
lower post in the rank of Sub-Prefect. A 
successor to the Prefectsliip thus vacated 
is to be chosen from anlong the func- 
tionaries of that rank now in Shansi ; and 
the ensuing vacancy is to be filled by the 
officer named Chwang Sih-kih B&,@, 
(from Peking.) 

(2) A decree cashiering the Magistrate of 
the Hing-t'ang District in Cliihli, en being 
impeached by Li Hung-chaiig for the levy 
of forced contributions under pretext of 
the necessity for levying a, force of braves 
to preserve order in connection with some 
pending measiires for the readjustment of 
taxation in particular cases. 

Oct. 29th.-(1) A decree b a ~ e d  iipon a 
nzemorial from the Governor-General and 
Governor of Kwangtung, wlio have 



reported that i n  consequence of the devas- 
tktion caused by floods last siimmer in the 
leighboiirhood of Canton, they had sent 
,gents to Slianghai and Chinkiang to pur- 

chase rice for issue to the public at  moder- 
ate prices, atid who request sanction to the 
exeniption of such lmportations from alI 
levies of Customs~ duty and other taxes. 

i s  is accorded. 
:2) A decree based upon a memorial from 
eng Kwoh-ts'üan, Governor of Shansi, 
ictionfng his proposal to es.tablis11 agenaies - the a l e  of official ranks in the prorinces 

of Wli, Kiangsu, Nganhwei, Hupeh, 
Hunm, Kwangtung, Kwangsi, Szech'wan, 
ehehkiang, and Kiangsi, the proceeds to 
be devoted to the relief of the prevailing 
distress from famine, as the funds other- 
-+e forthcoming are declared to be inad- 

i ah .  The honorary forms of reward 
ich may be purohased in puwuance of 
s plan are to be reported i n  due Course 
the various provincial governments, 

ilst, for Substantive official ranks or 
3re honorary titles, the Board of Revenue 
directed to make out 2,000 bIank certi- 

f icatsand forward them to the Governor 
nf Shilnsi for disposal. 

(3) The Governor-General of Cliilili, Li 
nung-chang, memorializes reporting tlie 
capture and execution of l a g e  numbers 

brigands who have taken advantage 
the distress occasioned by drouglit to 

infest the highways in the southwest of 
the province. These depredators are con- 
neoted with an organization which sprang 
up, with similar objects, in 1868, at  the 
time of the incursion of the Nien Fei ban- 
ditti, and which took the name of the 
K'am Tao Hwei. or Cleaver Brotherhood. 
The existente of 'bands of malefactors under 
this name was pointed out in August last in  
a memorial addressed to tlie Throne by tlie 
Censor Liii Ngen-p'ii, a copy of which was 
forwarded to the memorialist. He now 
details the nieasures taken for the apprelien- 
sion and kpmmary execution of members 
of the fraternity. (See also C u t t e  of 24th 
inst.) 

(4) The Governor of Cheli-kiang memo- 
ri&ze$ with reference to the works 
af restoration> of 'the g e a t  sea-wall in  
Eangchow Bay. The estimate originally 
made a number of years ago for the 
cost of this work was upwards of Taels 
8,000,000 ; but by means of ewnomical 
management during the ten or twelve 
years that the work has been in Progress, 
the outlay has been kept within some 
Tla. 6,000,000 or thereabouts. A length 
of 1,240 chaag (or say 14,000 feet English 
measwement), bemg sections II and In 

of the work as originally estimated for, 
still remains unexecuted, and this it is 
necessary to go on with in order to  com- 
plete the work entirely. The memonalist 
has made three personal visits of inspection 
to the site, the portion niimbered as section 
III being of particular importance, owing 
to its, greater exposure to danger frorn the 
force of the waves, and requiring special 
strength of construction. Qn reference to 
the printed Description of the Sea Wd, 
he finds that when severd thousands of 
chaag of the structure were destroyed by 
the typhoon of A.D. 1735, the one section 
whioh remained iininjured was the part 
known as tlie Lao Yen T'ang, measuring 
500 chanq in length ; this having been built 
in  A.D. 1715. I n  its construction, blocks 
of stone measiwing 6 ch'ih (say 6 feet 6 
inches English) in  leingth by 2 ch'ih in 
depth, and 1 ch'ih in width were employed, 
laid as headers and stretchers, the blocks 
being tongiied and grooved on their upper 
and lower faaes respectively, The wail had 
a thickness of 20 Courses, and was 30 ch'ib 
in height. To obtain blocks of similar 
dimensions at  the present day is practiciilly 
out of the qnestion, as a qi~estion of cost ; 
and a great Iength of time is required, 
mpreover, in obtaining blocks of the size 
now reqiiired in constructing the sea-wall 
a t  Hai-yen. The cost estimated for: in that 
locality, viz., Tls. 790 per chay,  is very 
much higher than the amoiuit of Tls. 480 
per chaag which is k e d  for the Haining 
section. The memorialist refers to the plan 
adopted a century or more ago in building 
the stone embankments whicli are still 
standing in the Xung-kiang prefecture (near 
Shanghai), in which the blocks were secured 
togetcer by iron bolts (& #$) and tongues 

(&@.) I n  the memorial inf d i c h  the 
then Governor-General of Kiang-nan de- 
scribed the system adopted, he referred to  
the necessity of ogering resistance to the 
immense power of the waves, which by suck- 
ing a single stone frorri its place would shake 
tlie entire fabric, and he explained that the 
system of joints as above described had been 
adopted, these inner bolts giving a soliditg 
to the structure stich as was far superior , 

to  the plan of securing the blocks by 
ineans of clamps exposed on the outer 
surface. The Covernor, after cons~d- 
tation with the chief provincial author- 
ities, has now decided with reference to 
the pending works, that the 620 c h w  con- 
stituting section I1 shall be constructed 
according to the plan previously adopted, 
except tliat greater height rnust be allowed, 
in  order to obviate the danger of the wavgs 



breaking over tIie embankment, in con- 
sequence of tlie site being exceptionally 
low. Persona wlio viewed tlie siibject super- 
ficially have reconimended with a view to 
economy, that the substructure of piling 
should be raised higher, in order to  give 
greater elevatioii, but this plan is scoiited 

providing too insecure a foundation. It 
is consequently proposed to make the 
height 20 instead of 18 Courses, thus bring- 
ing the face of the wall to a height of 20 
ch'ih, each block having a breadth of 1 ch'ih 
2 ts'u~a, and a depth of 1 ch'ih, tlie length 
varying from 3 to 5 ch'ih. Tlie outer 
coiirses it is proposed to join together by 
iron bolts and tongues as in the case 
of the work above-mentioned near Shang- 
hai, the bolts employed for the purpose 
t o  be of the best wrouglit iron, 4 ts'un 
in length by 1 ts'un diameter, and three 
and one-tenth ts'un circumference, each 
weighing about one catty. I n  order to  
effect the boring of the blocks of stone 
with as little liability to fradnre as possible, 
it is intended to employ steel dx-ills for the 
purpose, which are to  be manufactured 
a t  the Arsenal already existing at Hang- 
chow, and to be worked by skilled artisaiis. 
The extra work undertaken in this respect, 
and i n  the careful facing of the stone 
blocks, will necessitate an addition of Tls. 
54 per chang to the original estimate of 
Tls. 480, The estimate of Tls. 29'7,600 for 
the 620 chung of work to be dorie, will 
consequently require an addition of Tls. 
33,400.-Rescript : Let the Boards con- 
cerned take note. (N.B.-For a descrip- 
tion of the Hangchow sea-wall See Jourml 
of the aangha i  Brunch Royal A&tic 
Xociety, Vol. I, New Series, 1864, p. 13G.) 

Oct. 3 0 t h . 4 1 )  A decree cashiering or 
degrading a long list (covering three pages 
of the Gazette) of District Magistrates in  
Shansi, on denunciation by the Governor 
of tlie province, Tseng Kwoh-ts'uan, for 
corruption or misconduct in various forms. 

(2) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansuh, &C., &C., memori- 
alizes laying before the Throne a series of 
recommendations of the high officials whose 
services in keeping iip the supply of funds 
for the army of the West have contributed 
to the success that has attended its efforts. 
-For rescript See Gazette of 12th instant. 

Oct, 31st.-(1) A decree in acknowledg- 
ment of a memorial from Li Hoh-nien, 
Director-General of the Yellow River, who 
haa reported a generally satisfactory con- 
dition of the river a t  the commencement of 
the " hoar-frost " period (23rd Od.) Al- 
tliough tbe volume of water during the past 
Summer has been comparatively weak, still 

the deposition of silt Iias been interriipted, 
and at those points where the force of the 
current has jeopardized the safety of the 
embankments, danger has .been averted 
through the exertions of the officials acting 
under Li Hoh-nien's ordern. The receipt 
of this intelligence calls for an expression 
of devout thankfulness. Ten sticks of 
Tibetan incense are despatched, to be 
offered by the Director-General in the 
temple of the God of the River, as a 
token of gratitude for the protection 
vouchsafed. Rewards are likewise con- 
ferred upon the officials commended by Li  
Hoh-nien. 

(2) A Decree. The Board of Ceremonies 
memorializes Us reporting on behalf of L i  
Hung-tsao, lately serving as President of 
the Board of Works, that he solicits per- 
mission to observe a three years' period of 
mourning for his birth-mother, d e  Yao, 
lately deceased, on the ground that there 
is no other representative of his actual 
lineage forthcoming. Let the Board of 
Ceremonies consider and report to  us 
hereupon. (Note. From the foregoing 
it appears that Li  Hung-tsao, late mem- 
ber of the Grand Council, Yamen of 
Foreign Affairs, etc., whose retirement on 
account of mourning was noticed in the 
Gwette of 20th inst., must have passed out 
of his own family into some otlier by adop- 
tion. This fact would exempt him, under 
ordinary circumstances, from the necessity 
of observing more than one year, instead of 
three, for the "mother who bore him;" 
but in default of next of kin, the full duty 
may still be held to be incumbent upon 
him. No less then eight degrees of ma- 
ternal relationship, such aa nursing-mother, 
stepmother, etc., are enumerated by 
Chinese law, the p6n ssh6ng mzc, or achial 
birth-mother, as in this case, being naturally 
the closest.) 

Nov. l s t . 4 1 )  A decree based upon a 
report by the Censor Kung Suan, to the 
effect that the extra poiice of the outer 
city of Peking liave apprehended four of 
the party of burglars by whom tlie house of 
an ofticial was entered and plundered a 
month ago, a quantity of stolen property 
and of burglars' tools being at the Same 
time captured. The prisoners are handed 
over to the Board of Punishments for trial. 

(2) A decree, based upon a report from 
the office of Gendarmerie, commanding 
increased stringency in the operations of 
the various police authorities of the capital, 
in view of a recent increase in tlie amoiint 
of crime prevalent. 

(3) The Board of Punishments memo- 
rialme atating that a t  the Assize which was 



@ld on tlie 10th October in the apartment 
, &thout the T'ien Ngan gate of the Palace, 
'. and constituted by the Board together 

with the representatives of all the offices 
of State, twenty-six felons cliarged with 
capital offences, both male and female, 
whose cases, whether of recent or remote 
origin, awaited final revision at the Palace, 
were brought up for jndgment. In  each 
case, after a thorough scriitiny of its 
particulars, sentence of immediate execution 
or a respite was deterniined upon. Among 
the prisoners was one ilanied Wang Yeo- 
aheiig, alias Wang San, under sentence of 
decapitation, wlio cried out declaring 
himself avictim of injustice when arraigned 
for trial ; and the memorialists hereupon 
deputed certajn officials to hold an inves- 
tigation of his case. Accordiiig to tlie 
report received from tl~ern, pristlner de- 
clared as follows :-" I was a subaltern 
ofticer of the Plain Wliite Banner of tlie 
Imperial Household troops, and was iii- 
dhced on the 3rd May, 1876, by an in- 
dividual named Wang Kih-kw'an, with 
whom a y i o ~ o  member of the Imperial 
clan, named J u i  Kwang, had quarrelled, 
to join him in an attack upon Ju i  Kwaiig, 
in  the Course of which the latter was 

- 
history of Chinese crimiiial proceaure, 
be no furtlier meritioned in doouments 
appearing in the Gazette; and it  may be 
well therefore to add a few words by way 
of explanation. The Coiirt before which 
this appeal in eztrernis was made, ia 
the Autvniii Assize so frequently spokf 
of in Chinese proceeclings, being t t  
Court held for tlie revision of all 
capital senteiices pronouiiced throughout 
the Empire ciiiriiig tlie previoiis twelve 
months, in cases wliere siirninary execution 
has not been decreed. Tlie prisoner in tliis 
case, being seilt up in person by the Board 
of Punisliineilts, in whose custody he was, 
is said to liave been enconraged to make 
his appeal by tlie knowledge that his 
principal, Waiig Kill-k'wang, liad been ex- 
empted froin puiiishmeiit throiigli conniv- 
ance on the part of inembers of tlie Board ; 
aiid it is predicted that the case will be 
allowed to drop into oblivion, the appellant 
possibly regaining his liberty after some 
eigbt or teri years of imprisonment.) 

(4-5) Memorials by the Censorate, for- 
wardiiig appeals oii tlie part of natives of 
Cliihli and Hunan, wlio complain of mur- 
derS of relatives wliich liave been left un- 
redressed.-Referred iii tlie iisual nianner. 

mortally wounded. On beiiig arraigned N ~ ~ .  211d.-(l) P D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  ~~t peng 
this day at  tlie Palace assize, I 'do not 
See Wang Kih-kw'an brouglib before tlie She-ch'ang @ 8 succeed t" the post 
Court. As I alone ain placed oii trial, I of Censor for the Shailtung division. Let 
have cried out proteting against iiijustice W6n T'ing-slien be eniploged in the rank 
done me." The memorialists have to 
submit, hereupon, tliat the prisoiier in 
question was condeiiined to deatli, sorne 
time since, by a Court corivened for 
the purpose of i n v e ~ t i ~ t i n g  the cliarge 
against him, the seiitence beiiig based iipori 
the statute which ~rovicles for cases of 
murder of members oi' tlie Iinperial kindred 
of the Gioro class ; tlie individual iiariied 
Wang Kih-kw'an being also apprelieiided 
and separately dealt with, all of wliicli was 
duly reported to tlie Throne. I n  order tliat 
i t  rnay iiow be ascertained whetlier iiiniakiiig 
liis personal appeal for justice the prisoiier 
in  this case has soilght to shift tlie blanie on 
another tlirougli dread of the fate to which 
he was liiniself doomed, or whether any 
injustice Eias actually befallen him, it is 
xoper tEiat solicitation be made for tlie 
.bppointment of Irnperial Commissioners to 
join witli the memorialists aiid the Imperial 
Clan Court in instituting a furtlier trial ; 
and that tlie name of Wang Yeo-slieng 
slioiild be withdrawn fiom the list of coii- 
demned felons submitted to the Assize.- 
For rescript See Gazette of Oct 12th. (Note. 
I t  is probable tliat the case above referred 
to, a very notewortliy incideiit in tlie 

of Sub-Prefect. Let W u ~ i - t ' i n g  Fe 
be re-eriiployed in tlie rank of Taotai and 
Siil)eriiiteiicteiit of Maritime Custoiiis. 
(IV.B.-Tliis oEcer was foriiierly Taotai a t  
, T  laiwaii.) . 

1 No otlier documents of iinportanco. 
I 

Nov. 3rd.-(I) A decree coiiferring re- 
warcls in tEie sliape varioiis degrees of pro- 
inotion iipoii t l ~ e  ofticials wlio liave been 
eniployed iii t l ~ e  taslr of cuiiilriliiig tlie Ver- 
itable Record of the reigii of liis Majesty 
lately decaased. Tlle list fills seveiiteeii 
pages of tlie Gazette, etnbraüiiy tlie naiiies 
of 71 persoiia. 

(2) P'6iy Yii-lin, Inspector-General of 
the Naral forces aloiig the Yaiig-tsze- 
kiang, nieriitrrializes reportirig t l ~ e  coiii- 
pletion of one of liis periodical tours of 
iiispectiun, ascending tlie river from its 
riiouth to tlie Tung-t'ing Lake. H e  takes 
tiie opporturiity of clescri6ing once iiiore 
his bodily infirnlities, iii despite of wliicli 
Iie contiiiues to ' exert Iiiniseif so far as he 
is able in tlie rigid discliarge of liis d~ity. 

(3) Tso Ts~lilg-t'aiig, ~overnor-General 
of Kansah, etc., reports in a postscript 
nieinoribi upoii tlie coiriage qiiestioii within 
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his jurisdiction. On the 15th April, 18'76, works in the province 1,000,000 catties of 
he received a despatch frorn the Board of meta1 (say 600 tons-see Gcxzette of June 
Revenue embodying its report upon the 29th, 1876), which was to be forwarded t o  
proposal submitted to the Throne by the Peking for the cash coiriage. I t  had not, 
Censor Liu Kwoh-Kwang, who, ori the however, been ascertained thus far how. 

amoiint of current Government cash, asked yield per annum. There were, in addition, 
that ordere be given for the coining of cash between 30 and 40 other works, which were 
of the proper standard in each province, witli in a state of total abandonment ; but the 

P 1 
i ground of the progressive diminution in the much meta1 the four snielting works could 

aviewto the dueniaintenanceof the currency Board has received no information as to 
system. The Board's observations here- tlie success of the endeavours made to 
upon were as follows :-" The whole of the induce merchants to undertake the working 
copper heretofore required for the coinage of these places. Tliere is reason to appre- 
in  the various provinces was procured from hend, tlierefore, that if the provinces 
Yünnan ; but the comrnunications were in- generally were to resort to Ytmnan for 
terrupted by the outbreak of tlie rebellion supplies of metal, their demands could not 
a quarter of a century ago, the copper be satisfied. On the otlier liand, it  is 
mines have been abandoned, and the pro- knowii that copper is an article of import 
vinces in whicli mints were in operation by foreign merchants at  ports along the 
have one after the other reported the neces- coast ; and i f  agents were seilt to the varioils 
sity of suspending the coinage, owing either ports with instructions to purchase copper, 
to the impossibility of providingthemselves whetlier native or foreign, whilst a t  the 
with copper, or to the exigencies imposed same time the Governor of Yunnan pro- 
upon them by a state of warfare. The re- ceeded to take steps without delay for the 
sult has been that illegal ooinage has floiir- opening of tlie now abandoned smelting- 
ished, and popular distress has beeri daily houses, a supply which would be adequate 
on the inorease, seemingly without prospect to the requirements for coinage purposes 
of reaching an end. With these oonsider- might witliout doubt be obtained. The 
ations before the Board, it  issued, in May, Board, however, would not take upon itself 
187'5, instructioiis to the various provincial to lay down a law as to the point at which 
governments, when forwarding specimen any given province should obtain its supplies 
oash with the title adopted for the new of copper or as to the financial source from 
reign, desiring them to procure copper as which it should draw its funds for purchases 
OE old and reopen their mints, in  com- of material. Excluding from consideration 
pliance with the standing regulations. the provinoes of Yunnan and Szech'wan, i n  
The governments of the provinces of which mints have already been set going, 
Kwangsi and Hunan have reported here- producing the ordinary standard cash, and 
upon, that owing to the embarrassed state in which tliere is no occasion to re- 
of their finances, they could not raise the quire the coiiiage of ton-cash tokens (such 
funds requisite for the prime cost of the as form the currency of Peking), the Board 
copper, for whioh reason they requested to solicited that Imperial injunctions be laid 
be allowed to postpone operations. Tlie upon the governments of all the remaining 
Board replied disapproving tlie proposal, provinces, desiring them to take measures, 
and calling upon the governments concerned for restoring the coinage system and for 
to devise ways and means for the reestablish- piitting down the evil, as alleged by the 
ment of their mints, in order that proper Censor, of illicit issues from private mints. 
weight might be given to the regulations A rescript followed, in tlie words ' Be it  as 
affecting the production of currency. The is proposed."'-On receipt of the foregoing 
Censor above-named has now dwelt in  his instructions, the memorialist, whilst admit- 
memorial upon the evils contingent upon ting the sigual importance of the establish- 
the lack of a proper coinage, and has ment of niints for tlie prodiiction of cash, 
solicited that tlie Board be commanded to must submit that means are not forthcom- 
decide upon the regulations which should ing within his jurisdiction for the heavy 
be adopted in the matter ; and his views expenditure that must, as a preliminary 
are undoubtedly inspired by a desire to step, be provided. The subsidies due from 
rectify existing defeots, in the interest of the other provinces fail to arrive, the provincia1 
people. I n  the matter of the coinage, exchequer is exhausted, and the campaign 
however, the h s t  question tobe attended to in Progress beyond the Wall is not yet a t  
is that of administration. I n  the year 1814, an end. He would urge therefore that he 
the Governor of Yunnan, Ts'en Yu-yirig, be allowed to postpone farther aotion until 
ceported having obtained by way of ex- such time as peace has been restored and 
perirnent from four of the copper smelting- funds are once more in hand. In the 

L -  - 
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emwhile active measures shall be taken be aimed at must be that of adding an acre 
the suppression of unauthorized issiies of grain-~roducing soil in propoi+,ioil 

of eash, with due Gare, a t  the same every acre is withdrawn from tlle growth 
&nie, to punish any attempts at  extor- of the poPPY7 with the result tliat lience- 

7 tion under pretext of dealing with the forward means of coping with scarcity will 
individuals engaged in illicit operations. be forthco~ning, and the Imperial anxieties, 
It is rnquested that the Board of Revenue now active by day and night, need no 
be instructed accordingly.-Rescript : Let langer be intruded upon. This postscript 
the Board of Revenue take note. memorial is accordingly with all reverence 

(4) The Governor of Honan memorializes submitted.-Fm rescript see Gmetle of 
reporting a donation of Tls. 1,000 by the October 13th. 
Libmarg Chancellor of the province to the Nov. 4th.-(1) A decree of the Eil,- 
hn& subsoribed for the relief of distress, * presses Regent bestowing lionours and Te- 
md fioli&,ing a mark of Imperial approba- wards upon the oficials who have dis- 
tion on the gi-ver's behalf.-Referred by tinguished thernselves by their exertions irl 
tescript for report by the Board concerned. the superiritendence of the constructiorr of 

(6) The Censor Liu Ngh-p'u rnemoria- tlie Mausoleum of tlie Erliperor lately de- 
lizes ,as follows, in  a postscript to s«Ine ceased, whose services liave beeil reported 
representation separately presented :-Tour upori bytlie Priiice of K~iiig and liis colleagnes 

\ serrant would farther submit tliat since tlie in tlie Imperial coriiiiiission. 'A list exteiid- 
extensive cultivation of the poppy plant iiig to thirty-three pages of tlie Gazette here 
lias prevailed in  the province of Shailsi, erisues, the crttalogue beginnirig with an 
the production of cereal crops has gradilally officer of the rank of Prefect, wlio is ordered 
fallen off. No stores of grain whatever to be advanced to the head of tlie list of 
are laid by among the people, and at officers of his owil grade eligible for imme- 
tlie first pinch of drought and scarcity diate employment, and is fartlier rewarded 
severe distress is immediately the resiilt. with tlie peacock-feather decoration. A 
Who, under such circumstailces, will give large nurnber of non-commissioued officers 
credit to the assertion, though it be made, and nien of the Banner forces in Peking 
that whatever evil is prevalent is not caused are abo iiicluded in tlie distribution of 
by the growth of the poppy 1 I t  appears hoiiours and promotions. 
that successive Governors of the province (2) The Governor-General of the Two 
liave stringently prohibited the growth of Kwang memorializes reporting the decease 
the plant ; but their orders, unfortunately, of the Brigade-General M6h Lung-t'ao, 
have not been actively obeyed by the who was appointed by decree of the 19th 

I 
district authorities, and the conseqiience is May last to the Yeo-kiang command in 
that upon tens of thousands of acres of Kwang-si. A despatch from tlie Brigade- 
productive land there is scarcely a spot General commanding in North Formosa 
devoted to the yield of graiii. Hence it reports the decease of the officer in ques- 
ensues that at the present morrient wealtliy tion while attached to tlie military forces 
households, altliougli not uriprovided with in the Island, On the 7th Jnly last. (See 
money, find themselves unab!e to buy rice. Gazette of Oct. 17th.) 

U' tbe present nierrient of energetic 
resolve be not availed of t,o effrct a 
radical and perpetual extirpatioii of tlie 
evil, Your servant apprelieiids tliat the 
day when measures for tlie relief of 
famine in the province in questioii shall 
cease is not to be looked for. H e  would 
therefore entreat that injiinctioiis be laid 
upon the Governor of Shansi, directing him 
to issue publicly a stringent interclict, 
to hold firmly by his own views, and 
not to allow himself to be shaken by 

L frivolous suggestions. A scale of perial- 
ties should also be drawri up for üases 
of neglect on the part of distnct oficials, 
and the accepted niaxim that " food is tlie 
people's Heaven" should be eariiestly pro- 
claimed for general observance, severe puu- 
ishment beirlg meted out to such as wil- 
fully persist in wrongdoing. The object to 

Nov. 5th-41)  A Decree. Let Ying Han 
%@ succeed to the post of Military 
Lieuteiiarit-Governor of Urumts'i. (N.B.- 
Yiiig Haii, who was degraded in September, 
1875, from the office of Governor-General of 
tlie Two Kwang, for his patronage of the 
gambling lottery scheme, was again restored 
to favoiir toward the close of last year, and 
appointed by decree of 13th Dec., 1876, 60 
act in tlie post in which he is now con- 
firmed.) 

No other documents of importance. 
Nov. 6th.-A decree based upon a memo- 

rial frorn Wen Keh, Governor of Shantiing, 
reporting iipon the safety of the embank- 
ments of the Yellow River. A memorial 
tablet is commanded to be inscribed and ' 
forwarded to the Governor, to be suspended 
in the Temple of the River God in tokeil of 



devout thanksgiving, and ten , sticks of 
Tibetan iilcense are bestowed as an offering 
in tlie Same quarter. 

Nov. 7th.-(I) A Decree. The Grand 
Tiitor of the Imperial Acadeiiiy of Learning, 
Pao T'iilg, iii his memorials teridering 
coiinsel in pursuance of Our appeal for 
the submission of advice, has represented 
tliat in the present calamitoiis state of 
affairs, when the nation is labouring under 
grievoiis afflictions, and tlie Sovereign is 
occupied incessantly, by day and night, with 
earnest endeavours to conduct ariglit the 
task of government, everything depends 
upon tlie activitj with whicli tlie fuiiction- 
aries of tlie State, froin the highest to the 
lowest, throughout tlie Empire, bring their 
iiatural gifts to bear and devote their 
utniost eiiergies to the accomplishn~ent 
of tlieir duty, with tlie object of striving ' uriitedly to relieve tlie prevailiiig dificulties. 
If it be true, as the mernorialist asserts, 
tliat the heads of the central departments 
of State and the high provincial author- 

1 ities are in the constarit habit of shnffling 
OE the responsibilities of their office and 
following supinely a Course of routine, so 

I that their subordinates are left withoiit fear 
of superior control-and that the Ministers 

I actually charged witli the guidance of the 
affairs of State have neither the Courage to 

I assume responsibility nor the will to expose 
I themselves to dislike, the public service 

becoming, for tlus reason, daily more and 

I 
more remiss, and the interests of the people 
daily more and more exposed to harm, so 
that indignation combines itself with 
menace, whilst the miseries produced by 
natural calamity are constantly repeated ;- 
i f  this be true, then, indeed, while the 
Sovereign in all earnestness aims at what is 
right, His servants make but a pretence of 
responding to His appeals. How sliall i t  be 
possible, in such case, to roll back the 
spread of multiplied abuse, and to promote 

I the cause of rigliteous governnierit ? Let 
the Ministers of tlie Grand Couilcil of State 
and the high fiinctioriaries at tlie head 
either 'of the central departments or of 
provincial governnients henceforward hold 
themselves bound to aim vigoronsly at  a 
jiist and loyal discharge of their duty, 
shrinking from no encounter witli uil- 
popularity or ill-will. I n  the grave questions 
relating to the bestowal of piiblic employ 
and the exercise of the functions of ad- 
ministration, let them diily scrutinize the 
reality of all pretensions, and bring a care- 
ful judgment to bear iipun the decision of 
every point, making theinselves in tliis wise 
an example to their aubordiiiates. Tlie 
functionaries of the public service in 

general, throiighout the Empire, 
furthermore exert tliemselves em 
dustry in  their respective spheres. 
them not indulge in illusory preteilce an& 
practice of dishonest misrepre~entati~ 
continuing to tread in the path of the e a  
habits that have hitherto prevailed. Ilg 
that whicli concerns the Yanien of Foreig4 
Affairs, whose position connects it with tlie 
external interests of the State. the conduct 
of international questions depends in  a 
sigial degree upon its selection of agents and 
the trust it  reposes in its representatives. 
I t  is the duty of the heads of tliis depart- 
ment to bring scrutjny to bear upon abilitie 
and character, aiid to give eniploymen. 
in prnportion to individual capacity. 
Let tliem laxly suffer rioiie wlio can be 
characterized as frivolous, corriipt, or iiii- 
worthy, to gain admittaiice iii tlieir ranks, 
and thus to entail detriirierit upon tlie 
piiblic cause. 

With refereiice to tlie proposals set fortli 
in the Grand Tutor's suppleriieiitary memo- 
rials, recommendiiig tliat measures be 
devised for the instruction and education 
of members of the Iiiiperial kindred, and 
that exemption from lelcin taxation be 
granted in perpetuity in favour of all kinds 
of grain, let the departments concerned 
consider and report to Us. 

(2) A decree based upon a memorial from 
Li King-ngao, Governor of Honan, who 
has submitted a report upon tlie extent of 
the famine-stricken area iii his province, 
and solicited sanction for the oficial issue 
of relief. The application is acceded to, 
and it  is commanded that in the 23 
departments (chow) and districts (hielz) 
enumerated in the memorial, rations for olle 
month be in the first instance isscied. The 
following scale is farther to be observed. 
Where the distress reaches the extent of 
90 per ceiit. (of intensity 2)  subsistencc for 
tliree montlis is to be graiited to tlie niost 
destitute, and for two rrioiitlis to those who 
are rediiced to a less degree of destitu- 
tion. Where tlie distress is rated at  
70 or 80 per cent., the scale as above 
is to be applied for two months and 
one montli respectively ; aud where i t  
stands at 60 per ceiit., orie montli's siibsist- 
eilce is to be graiited to the iiiost destitute. 
One month's rations are to be bestowed 
npon the villages where the faiiiine rate 
stands at 50 per cent. Iii the two Districts 

of T'ang-yin B ß2 aiid Lin #, (prefec- 
ture of Chang-teli Fu), irrespectively of the 
qiiestion of fainine-rate or of the degree of 
individual distress, two nioiitlis' rations are 
to be bestowed upon all alike. Three 



hie?~, namely, the Hih, Sin-hiang, 
wei districts, forming part of Wei- 

PU, are named as requiring no relief- 
easures. The subsistence issued is to be 

distributed as the regulations provide, 
accordance with the recognized famine-rate, 
and the Govemor is authorized to cause 
tliis to be proceeded with in  the districts 
and villases enumemted in the list he has 
silbmitted, taking care to provide against 
malpractices on the Part of the official 
nnderlings employed in the Service* 

Nov. 8th:-(1) A decree in  answer to a 
memo&l from Liu Ch'ang-geo, Governor- 
General of Yünnan, &C., who has s i i h i t -  
tad recomniendations on behalf of sundry 

' oficials for services rendered in the capture 
of Chang Ch'ung-yang, a leader of train- 
bands i n  Yün Chow, and the destriiction of 
bis insurgent following. The promotions 

. solicited are accorded. 
(2) A decree commanding a fourth series 

of prop~tiatory services to be held on the 
10th inst., at the various State temples, for 
tlie purpose of supplicating rain on behalf 

- of the afflicted provinces. 
(3) Ting Pao-cheiig, Governor-General of 

Szech wan, memorializes reporting the re- 
hearing of a case referred back for t r id  after 
appeal at Pelcing. By decree dated March 
25th, 18'75, thwcomplaint lodged by one H u  
Shun-hing, on behalf of tlie appellants, 
K i a G  Oh'un-mow and otliers, was referred 
back for provincial investigation, the parti- 
oulars of the Oase (see Crteette of April 7th, 
18'75)relating to alleged acts of extortion and 
oppression on the part of the Magistrate of 
the department of P'ei Chow. The me- 
morialist now reports that the individual 
named H u  Shiin-hing has appeared before 
the commission appointed to investigate 
#he charaes ~referred. and has declared 
that the oapp~llant, d a n g  Cli'un-mow, a 

comm~inication has, furtherhore, been 
received from the Governor of shami , , 
declaring that Kiang Oh'un-mow died from . 
the effects of illness whilst on the journey, . 
on the 19th April, 1875, in tlie K'i district : 
in that province. The result of the investi- 
gation now held eiitirely disproves the 
allegation advaiiced in his petition of, 
appeal ; and seritence is recorded aqainst 
him, accosding to law, of baiiishment to a 
distant frontier, for the offence of bringing ' 

charges, proved groiindless, against persons 
exceeding ten in number. Being deceased, 
however, his case reqiiires no farther 
consicteratioii, his family being authorized, 
however, if they See fit, to  reclaim 
and bring back the coffin containing his 
remains from Shansi. The witnesses liave 
been released, and those wlio have not 
appearedare granted exen1ption.-Rescript : 
Let the Board of P~inishments consider and 
report to Us. 

Nov. 9th.'-(1) A decree referring foi 
consideration on the part of tlie Imperial 
Clan Coiirt and tlie Board of Revenue, the 
proposals laid before the Throne by the 
supervising Censor Li  Hung-mo, to the 
effect that provision should be made for the 
siipport of the Imperial clansmen (tst~lzg- 
shih), with a view to the proper maintenance 
of the foundations of the State. (N.B. 
The tszc?zg-sl~,ih referred to are the very 
large body of individirals who are so un- 
fortunate as to be descended in remote 
degrees from scions of the Imperial house. 
Whilst debarred from earning a livelihood 
in honest pursnits, the pensions doled 
oiit to them, dirninishing in amount at each 
successive generation, are inaufficient for 
their Support, and as a natural consequence, 
crime and rniscondiict are rife smong tliem, I 
as the pages of the Gazette frequently makß 
known.) 

(2) A decree cashiering or degrading a 
long list of district officials in  Yunnan, on 
iinpeachnient by the Governor-General L ~ u  I 
Ch'ang-yeo, f o i  niiscoridiict or incapacity. 

(3) Tlie Ceiisor She T a i  memorializes 
representing, with reference to tlie expendi- 
tiire for the making of roadways arid repairs 
of bridges on tlie line between Peking and 
the Imperial Mausolaa, that whatever works 
of this description were necessary during 
the reign of Tao Kwang (i.e., prior to 1850), 
the amount of outlay reported on each 
occasion did not exceed Tls. 10,000 in any 
of the districts traversed on the road 
t o  the Western Hills. On the eastern 
road, inoreover, the accounts sent in from 
tlie various districts were on an aver 
about Tls. 3,000 to Tls. 4,000 in  each d a  
trict. This was the settled rule for rnany 



i' -I* years. Of late, however, according to the may be said to De abiindantly stoakB, 
memorialist'~ information, the clerks of- the There is an excess, annually, after & 
Roads and Bridges department in the issue of all the various quantities by 
Board of Works are in  the habit of control- of rations, to the aniount of several tens of 
ling a monopoly of the contract uiider- thousands of piciils ; and it  rnay be feared 
takings on occasions of the kind, with the . that deterioration in quality will ensue 
result that the outlay has been swelled to if these stocks be laid up for any great 
upwards of Tls. 20,000 in each of the dis- lengtli of time. The memorialist there- 
tricts traversed. The inernorialist ap- fore prays that'the proportion in vhich 
prehends that abuses of this kind may be the allowances are issued in grain to tlie 
fortlicoming in connection with the two Banner soldiery may be aiigmented by some 
lines of roadway recently constructed for 10 or 20 per cent., as a deans of lomering 
the conveyance of the remains of the the market price of rice.-Referred by re-' 
lately deceased Imperial concubiiies to script already piiblished for consideration 
their respective resting-places ; and he on the part of the Board of Revenue. 
asks that injunctiOns be laid uPOn the Nov. 1 0 t h . 4 1 )  A decree referring to the 
Board 0f Werks t0 take measures fOr k e e ~ -  proper Boards for consideration a meniorial 
k g  the Expenditure witllin its former presented by the censors of the 
1imits.-Ror rescript See Gazette of 27th Central division of Peking, urging that 
October. (N. B.-Two lines of road, each additional incentives in the shape of 

leveJled arid re~aired mOnth or two ago, notables engaged in conducting the work 
to facilitate the Progress of the coffins of of household registration. 
two of tlie Imperial concubines, one be- 
longing to the seraglio of Tao-kwang, and (2) decree perrnitting Wen Che 2 78. 

upwards of 100 miles in length, were honOrary rewards be held out to the - 

the other to that of Hien-feng, who died at Assistant Supervisor of Instriiction, to  
about the same time, to the Mausolea at  resign his office on the ground of ill- 

I 
the Eastern and WestemHills respect i~el~.)  healtli. 

(4) Ch'ung How, acting Governor-General (3) q decree in  answer to a memorial - 
of $eng-t2ien, memorializes submitting the from L1 Han-chang, Governor-General of C 
result of the trial of a lunatic for the mup- the two Hu ~rovillces, who has denoiinced L 

der of bis father arid two other persons. an ex-District Magistrate, living in retire- - 
The accnsed, named KU San, was a deaf and ment at native place, 0f heading 
dumb idiot, aged 28, lived with bis factious opposition on the part of hia I I 
father arid bis married cousin arid her hus- 'gainst the ' 0 ~  of the land-tax 
band in a village of the Siu-yen depzrtment. due by them. The offender is ordered I 

on ce*ain night in  ~ ~ ~ ~ , , ~ t  last the be deprived fortliwith of his rank and pro- 
accused, in some unexplained access of ceeded %Zainst aocording t" law. 
madness, seized an iron hoe and backed the (4) decree granting donatiOn 0f 

three Person8 above-named, beginningwith 3,600 from the funds of the Imperial 
his father, to death. The facts having been hOusehold t" provide s"pply of wadded 
established by the evidente of witnesses, clothing for the destitute lloor of Peking, 
the accused has been sentenced to as solicited by the police Censors in  cojl- 
death by the W slow arid disgraceful H formity with previous precedent. 
process (slicing in pieces) for the crime of The CensOr Tung Tsun-han me- 
parricide, which sentence has been carried morializes nrging the re-iiitrodilction of tlie 
oiit, according to law, at the of tlie system of hoiisehold registration as a police 
crime. measiire at, Peking, in view of tlie great 

(6) She censor she  ~ ' ~ i  menlorializes ob- arrioiiiit of dnring crinle that has lately 
serviilg that, in consequence of the droiiglit been prevaIeiit "lat is 'Iireatened b~ 
experienced in tlie province of Chilili, tlie 'gency of secret society of 

of rite have gone arid tliat sseps factors, knowii as the K ' a n  Tao Hwei or 
should be taken to mitigate the siifferirig C1iol'~er s o o i e t ~ 7  lnernbers of which liave 
conseql,ently ex,,erienced by the crolvded establishecl tlieniselves, lie is infornied, at 

of pekiilg. some twenty or Yekiiig. He lays pnrticiilar stress upon the 
twenty-five years ago, in conseqiieiice of the ""c"ss'~Y of  losi in^ all gambling-liouses 
financial exigency of tlle period, tlie iswe of ""d " ~ i " " l - " ~ ~ ~ s ,  as 'Iie resort of 
rations in kind to tlle R~~~~~~ soldiery was tlueves aiid bad characters.-For rescript 
in  part cominntecl for inoiley paynients ; See of 24th October. 
bnt of late years the grnin of tiie southern Nov. 11th-8 decree based iipon a 
provinces has been enablecl to reacll meiriorial froiii tlie Governor of Slieiisi, who 
Peking, and the granaries of tlie capital I lras re~reseiited the necessity of pastponiiig 

U . '  r I. 



a e  collection of the land-tax in a number 
3 the districts of that province, owing to 
@e distress which has been caused by the 
gr?vailing drought. The usual Spring 
rams failed at the proper time, and the 
second wheat crop gave but a scanty yield 
i n  consequence. Thmghout  the summer 
the drought has been still more intense, and 
in view of the suffering thus entailed upon 
the people, the institution of measures to 
relieve them from the immediate pressure 
of k a t i o n  is urgently called for. I t  is 
decreed, hereupon, that in 15 departments 
and districts north of the river Wei, 
and in 33 other divisions of the province, 
which are severally enumerated, the 
arrears of land-tax due for the latter half 
of last year, togetlier witli some other 
arrears, shall be postponed uiitil after the 
spring harvest of 1818, when they are to  
be collected ib addition to the taxes tlien 
falling due. Proclamations to this effect 
are to be posted throughout the Province, 
and care is to be taken to guard against 
malpractices on the part of the official 
underlings. 

Nov. l 2 t h . 4 1 )  A decree. Let Poh J u n  , , 
ff#@j succeed to the post of Prefect of 
Sung-kiang F u  in Kiagsu. 

(2) Tseng Kwoh-ts'uan, Governor of 
Shansi, lays before the Throne a report in 
outline of the measures devised for tlie 
relief of the distress prevailing in conse- - 
quence of drought, on Eeceipt of the state- 
ments forwarded from the various local 
authorities to  the provincial goveriimeiit, 
shewing that no less than seventy-six 
sub-prefectures, departments, aud districts 
are laboiiring under the visitation of 

i actual famine. The mernorialist repeats 
the heartrending description he has 
already given, in previoiis representa- 
tions on the Same subject, of the 
alrnost universal dearth and suffering 

I t experienced throughout his province, 

1 things having gone from bad to worse since 
I the period of his accession to office in  
i, the Spring. H e  recapitulates the various 

measures which have lately been announced 
by decree for the relief of the famine- 

' stricken population, stating that he has 
sent agents to Manchuria and to the rite- 
producing district about Kwei-hwa Cheng 
to buy grain with the funds provided, but 
h.e adds that all the hopes that had been 
entertained of an aiitiimn harvest of buck- 
wheat and other minor foodstaples have 
beenextinguishedby the continueddrought, 
and that it has not even been possible to 
get the seed into the ground for the autumn 
sowing. Whenever clouds have gathered 

with the promise of heavy rain, the 
have been dispersed by gales of -$ , 
and the S ~ O W W S  that have fallen have beer 
too slight to do much good. At  t h  
provincial capital, the tael of silver exchanges 
for no more than 1,300 to 1,400 
whilst rice is at 2,400 to 2,600 cash per tow 
(eqiial probably to about 10 catties.) rn ' the southern districts, the tael of pure 
silver exchanges for only 1,100 and odd 
Cash, and the cominercial tael for no more 
than 900 and odd cash, wliilst the price of 
rice is upwards of tzvo taels of silver per 
tow. Tlie first essential in the measures 
for famine relief, the memorialist would 
observe, is the transportation of supplies, 
and in the present instance the great 
extent of country affected and the long 
duration of tlie droiight have combined 
to strip the soiithern section of the 
province absolutely bare. There remain 
neitlier the bark of trees nor tlie roots 
of wild herbs to be eaten, and ordinary 
food supplies have absoliitely disap- 
peared. She land is filled with tlie soiind 
of lamentations, and the corpses of those 
who have perished of starvation by the 
waysides are to be Seen on every hand. 
Words are wantiiig to describe the awful 
exteilt of the calamity. The most active 
efforts are being made to bring forward 
supplies of grain from various qiiarters as 
above-mentioned ; and applications will 
shortly be siibmitted, on reccipt of the 
necessary returns, for exemptions and 
postponements of taxation in the afflicted 
districts. 

Nov. 13th.-Li Hung-cliang, Governor- 
General of Chihli, memorialixes reporting 
the measures he has adoyted, iinder In- 
perial orders, in  connection T, ith the provi- 
sion of relief for the districts a a c t e d  
with scarcity around Peking and for the 
province of Shhnsi. He acknowledges the 
receipt of a decree forwarded to him on the 
23rd ult. by a Council despatch, which WH 
based upon a memorial presented by a 
member of the Hanlin College named Ho 
Hin-show, who had urged the speedy pro- 
vision of a substantial amount of funds to 
enable grain to be purchased and issued at  
a rediiced price ; and he proceeds to observe 
that the provinces of Chihli, Shansi, and 
Honan have suffered this year iinder a 
protracted drought, Shansi bei- the prov- 
ince in which the severest degree of the 
calamity has been experienced, aild in 
which, also, scarcity and dearth have 
reached the highest point. As immediately 
adjoining the domain of the Imperial capital, 
a t  the Same time, the province of Chihli 
also demands attention in the shape of 



A "  - measures called for in seasons of flood . or drought. Already, in September last, 
the mernorialist despatclied agents to Maii- , churia, as he reported at the time to the 

, Throne, to make purchases of food sup- 
p- plies ; but, as regards the proposal advanced 

by H o  Kin-show, that the memorialist 
should advance from his provincial Treasiiry 
some 200,000 to 300,000 Taels, and should 
negotiate a foreign loan in addition, to 
make up the total to Tls. 1,000,000, such 
an amount as this, as is observed with per- 
fect truth in his Majesty's sacred com- 
mands, is not easily got together at  a 
moment's notice. A sum of Tls. 110,000 
was some time ago provided by the pro- 
vincial authorities at Tientsin and Pauting 
Fu,  and sanction has now further been ap- 
plied for in a separate memorial to appro- 
priate an additional Tls. 100,000 from the 
fund accumulated in  copper cash, for the 
rnilitary chest of the field force in Chihli, 
making a total of Tls. 210,000, the whole 
of which is to be devoted to the re- 
quirements of the province of Chihli, 
apart from all that is being done on 
'behalf of Shansi and Peking itself. As 
regards the question of a foreign loan, to  
negotiate such an arrangement is a matter 
of exceeding difficulty, and tlie interest 
required, besides, is very heavy. Such a 
proposal may therefore be dismissed from 
consideration. With reference to the sug- 
gestion that the memorialist should de- 
spatch agents to Shanghai, Manchuria, 
Tung-ch'ang F u  (in Shantung) and Jeh-ho, 
to buy up grain, and should establish a for- 
warding dep6t at  Tientsin, placing agencies 
at  T'ai-ytian and P'ing-yang in Shansi, and 
a t  K'ai-fang and Hwai-K'ing in Honan, for 
the sale of supplies at  reduced rates, with a 
staff of officials to manage the undertaking 
and other officials to superintend the trans- 
port, besides establishing an agency at  
Peking for the issue of grain on the same 
system-the scale of the operations thus con- 
templated is far too extensive, and neither 
the money nor the men available would 
suffice to  meet its requireinents. The 
details of the proposed scheme, more- 
over, are not i n  all respects free 
from objection. T'ung-ch'ang Fu, one 
of the localities specified, has itself siif- 
Eered from drought, and there is no grain 
to  be purchaaed in that part of the 

and millet crops of Manchuria, and 6 the 
rice of the southern provinces. Coming to 
the qiiestion whether the requirements of 
Sliansi and Honan had best be met by the 
despatch of supplies from the side of 
Chihli, it is necessary to consider the 
nature of the prevailing circumstances, and 
to ascertain the prices of foodstuffs and the 
cost of transport, in order to enable an 
opinion to be properly formed. The 
memorialist has learnt by enquiry from the 
ofacials deputed from Honan to visit Tien- 
tsin that the following are the market 
prices of grain, other than rice, which pre- 
vail in that province at  present. e l e t  

(siao mi, /)\X, s e t a k  italica) is pur- 

chmed by the commercial tow measure a t  
190 catties to the tarn (picul), a t  the rate of 
6,300 cash, or something over Tls. 4.2 per 
picul, which makes the piciil of 140 odd 
catties, at the Government tow measure, 
come to about Th.  3.2. Kao-liang (Bar- 
badoes millet, sorghim vulgare) sells a t  
4,400 to 4,500 cash per picul of 180 catties, 
or about 3 Taels in  silver ; which, a t  the 
Government tow measure, making the p icd  
contain some 130 and odd catties, is equal 
to about Tls. 2.2. In Manchuria, the 
common millet or siao mi may be bought 
at Tls. 2.4 per picul, Government rate, 
and Barbadoes millet a t  Tl. 1.4 per picul. 
From this it appears that in Honan 
the price of each of these descriptions, 
of grain is only some 8 m e  per picul 
higher than it  is in Manchuria: Were sup- 
plies to be piirchased from the provincial 
funds of Chihli and forwarded to various 
distributing agencies for sale, the prime 
cost would be enhanced'by the expenses of 
sea transport from Manchuria to Tientsin, 
transportation by caiial to Wei-hwei, and 
carriage by road to Hwai-K'ing, and the 
total amount involved by way of freight and 
cartage, expenses of administration, trans- 
shipment, and escort, would be found to 
reach something like 1 Tael per picul, or 
more than the differente in the prevailing 
market-prices in Honan. *Under these 
circumstances it would scarcely be possible 
to make sales at  reduced rates. I t  is re- 
ported, moreover, that there is barely more 
tlian a foot of water in  the Yellow River 
below Tao K'ow P in the p r o h c e  
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so that grain-laden vessels Tls. 1.9 Per picul higher. The propoaQ 
not be able to navigate this channel, as compared with the rices in &fadwki 

. @d there would be more than 200 1i of lind is Tls. 4.9 arid Tl.. 2% higher Per 
wnsport, consequ6ntly, to face, en>ailing a reß~ectivel~. The tost of transpart kOm 
'ieavy addition to the cost of moving sup- Tientsin, in view of the great distance 
dies. Neit&r wodd it be advisable to be traversed, and the difficulties of the 

&tempt the ahipment of grab  by sea to road, will be immense, but there is ne 
the m ~ u t h  of the T+ Ts'ing Bo, that is to alternative, and every effort must be brow$$ 
aay, the new mouth of the Yellow River, to bear to afford the assistance needed, 
with thß.*w of rewhing K'ai-feng Fu by Under the memorialist's orders, the mm- 
t~ Se+going vessels are unable agers of the China Merchaiits' CompanJr 
@ egter 6he 9&w River, and in the have already provided, from funde got 
%beaw of tow-p&,h it would be difncult together at successive intervals, the amount 

& e+me 60 drag country boats up of 18,000 piculs of rice, which have b w ~  
_%einst the &eam, whilst the numeroiis shipped, partly by the Ts'ing Ho to Pau- 
W o w s  to ba erncountered would be a con- ting Fii, aiid partly by the Grand 
t k u d  aource of obstruction, The me- Canal to Wh-t'ow Chen in the Ki80-h~ 
~ q l d s t ,  who made use of the Ta Ts'ing district, from whence the supplies will. 
H o  for +,he transport of munitions of war be carted to Hwai-luh Hien (on the Shansi 
a e g  ~ campaign against tlie Nien Fei border.) At this place an agency h a  
in S h m t ~ n g  (km years ago), knows full been established by the government of 
wdwhat  Wcd t i e s  are to be looked for in Shansi to take charge of the grain arid 
t&t quarter. E e  would observe that in transport it to T'ai-yüan Fu and other Parts 
cafiain -pa& of the province of Honan, of the province, for issue at reduced rates. 
such &e Kwei-t6h and Ch'en Chow, there This system is already efficiently at work. 
pm been a middling gield from the For the relief of the western divisions of 
autumn hmvest, and in the departments of Shansi, lying from 200 to 300 miles west- 

, 'J!sin,i,ng and Tsao-chow (in Shantung), and ward of the provincial capital, and separated 
hg-chow, and Show-chow (in Ngan- from it by the high range of mountains 
bwei), all bordering upon Honan, there cailed the Han How Ling, where the 
has also been a harnest. In  Ts'ao-chow the scarcity and dearth are the most severely 
YeUow River is accessible, and in Ying- felt, 7,000 piculs of grain have already been 
chow and ' Show-chow there are the got together by contributions raised at the 
Hwai Ho and the Sha Ho Open as instance of Wu Ta-ch'eng, the official de- 
mqans for the conveyance of supplies. In tached £rom Peking for service in the 
previous memorials, the importance of famine-relief administration under the 
economieing in the matter of transport has memorialist's direction, and this quantity 
already been dwelt upon ; and it hiis to be haq been sent forward to the suffering 
observed, in addition, that the agent sent region. Wu Ta-ch'eng is devoting himself 
by the Governor of Honan to Tientsin took indefatigably to the work. For therelief of 
away some time ago the Tls. 60,000 which distress in the immediate neighbourhood of 
were ordered to be appropriated to that Peking, the managers of the China -Mer- 
propince, whilst a request for the payment chants' Company, the Taotais Chu K'i- 
of the balance due haa just come to hand, ngang and Tong King-sing have pro~ided 
which serves to prove that there must be funds for the purchase of supplies of rice in 
tupplies available for purchase in that prov- the South, which are to be delivered at 
uice. I t  ia not necessary, therefore, that Tientsin before the river closes ; and the 
the government of Chihli should under- same officials wilJ establish a forwardhg 
take to provide them. As regards the depot at T'ung Chow and an agency 
atate of A i r s  in Shansi, the region there at Peking for the sale of the g.rajs 
dected is of great extent, and the adjacent at reduced rates. Unprincipled mono- 
provinces, also, are themselves afElided polists will by this means be pmvented 
with scarcity. The Governor writes that from maintahing exorbitant prices. T b  
miLlet @c&o mi) ia selling at the rate arrangement is one of an ordinar~r c ~ m -  
of Tls. 14.6 per picul of 290 catties, mercial nature, and the memoritdist sub- 
or say Th. '7.3 per Govenunent picul ; mits that it should be left to be conducted 

I arid I(ao-lhg millet at Tls. 7.3 per by the officials above-naped, arid that t h ~  
picd . of 240 catties, which is equal is no necessity to appoint any of the Pe* 
to Tls. 41 per Government picul. The functionaries to interfere with them. H e  
oost of common millet is consequently up- accordingly lays the foregohg genedreport 
ward8 of Tls. 4 per picul higher in Xhansi of the measiires he has adopted befo~e 
than in Honan, and that of Kao-liang millet the Throne.-Rescript : We high137 appsove 



the resolutions taken. Let further steps 
be proceeded with as circumstances rnay 
direct when the supplies of grain arrive. 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports, in a post- 
script memorial, the receipt of a despatch 
from the Yamen of Foreign AfTairs with 
reference to a late student of the IT'r~ng 
W h  Kwan (School of Foreign Languages) 

named Ch'ang Siu, B, who, during 

the ten 07 twelve years he has spent in that 
establishment, has acquitted himself very 
creditably. H e  has lately been placed on 
the roster for Service in Chihli as an ex- 
pectant District Magistrate, and the Yam6n 
asks that on his reporting himself at the 
provincial capital he may be sent back to 
the School. The oficial in qiiestion has 
reported himself at the provincial capital, 
and has been found to be very fairly 
proficient in his knowledge of a foreign 
language. I n  view of the fact that there 
are a great variety of foreign questions to 
be dealt with by the memorialist in his 
capacity as Superintendent of Trade for 
the Northern ports, i t  is suhmitted that 
by ernploying Ch'ang Siu in the foreign 
aRairs department of the provincial govern- 
ment the knowledge he has acquired would 
not be thrown away, whilst he would, a t  
the Same time, be in  a position to fami- 
liarize himself with administrative duties. 
I t  is reqiiested, therefore, that he may be 
retained at Tientsin for duty there ; and a 
despatch to this effect is addressed to tlie 
Yam6n.-Rescript : I t  is noted. (Note.- 
The individual above referred to, a Peking 
bannerinan, is understood to be one of two 
students of the School of Languages who 
have graduated of late at the metropolitan 
Examinations, and have thus become eligible 
for official employment in  the ordinary 
Course.) 

Nov. 14th.-Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
General of Chihli, submits a general 
report of the condition of affairs in  that 
province in respect of the prevailing 
scarcity, in obedience to decrees issued on 
the 13th and 23rd October, as rescripts 
to memorials presented respectively by the 
Censor Liu Ngen-p'u and the Hanlin 
Compiler Ho Kin-show. I n  the former 
document it  was urged that funds should 
be borrowed to enable distributions of 
grain to be made at reduced rates, and that 
relief works in the shape of well-sinking 
should be inaiigurated ; and in the second 
that false returns are sent in by the district 
authorities as to  the harvest obtained; the 
fakt being that throughout the greater 
portion of the province a deficient yield 
has been experienced. The Governor- 

General reports that a severe drought pre- 
vailed during the first part of the summer, 
and that an outburst of locusts took phce 
in sonie localities, whilst, although rain 
came at length in the first week of August, 
it was only partially felt. To the north and 

' east of Peking there has been a fair crop, but 
in the immediate environs of the capital 
and to tlie westward, including Yih-C~OW, 
the harvest has been only middling ; and in 
the Tientsin, Chao-chow, Ting-chow, Tai- 
ming, Shun-teh, and Kwang-p'ing divisions 
the yield has been poor. I n  Ho-kien FU 
and three other divisions drought has been 
most severely felt ; and on the whole, the 
rainfall and consequent yield have been 
extremely capricious in  even closely adja- 
cent localities. The distress, however, h a ~  
not been nearly so severe or widely ex- 
tended as is represented by Ho Kin-show. 
Some time ago, already iii view of the 
actual scarcity, the Governor-General called 
upon the provincial authorities to advance 
from the Treasury the sum of Tls. 110,000, 
with which he despatched agents to purchase 1 

grain, other than rice, in Manchuria, for 
purposes of distribution as miglit be neces- 
sary, and he further held out inducements 
for importations by private enterprise from 
all quarters. H e  has, therefore, virtually 
anticipated the recommendations laid before 
the Throne. In  view of the fact, moreover, 
that farther provision is needed for the long 
period yet to belooked forward to before the 
coming Spring, he has taken counsel with 
his principal subordinates, and determined 
upon borrowing a sum of money from the 
fund set apart for the maintenance of his 
field-force, which is deposited at interest 
in  the hands of pawnbrokers. The amount 
of 150,000 strings of cash, equivalent to  
about Tls. 100,000, has been called in by 
his orders, to make good an advance 
already taken from the coast defence fund, 
and with this sum in hand fiirther pur- 
chases of grain have been ordered to be 
made in Manchuria. The market there 
has been already stripped of all the old 
stock of grain, and the new season's sup- 
ply is only beginning to arrive at New- 
chwang ; but the purchases which will be 
made during the winter will be delivered 
so soon as the river Opens again next 
Spring. There have already been allotted 
to the districts that have suffered most 
severely, viz., King Chow, Fu-ch'eng, 
Kiao Ho, Hien Hien, Ho-kien, &C., the 
amount in all of 25,000 piculs of kuo-liang 
millet, for which the authorities have been 
directed to send to Tientsin ; and official 
agents have moreover been sent to all parts 
of the country to  examine the state of 
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rIffairs and institute measures of distribii- 
tion, either gratuitous or otherwise. In 
the Tai-ming prefecture, funds have been 
borrowed from the l e k k  revbriue, and 
further amounts have been raised by the 
authorities for the purchase of winter 
wheat, both for sale and for advances as 
seed-corn. There is reason to expect con- 
siderable importations of grain at Tientsin 
on private account, before the river closes, 
which will help to eke out the deficiencies 
on the part of Government ; but large siims 
of money will still be requisite to meet the 
expenditure for relief in the various districts 
dected. I t  is proposed to raise another 
sum of Tls. 100,000 toward this end, taking 
it  if necessary from the military cliest of 
the Pau-ting F u  field force ; aiid wherever 
possible tlie system of relief works in the 
shape of well-sinking, which has already 
been instituted to some extent, will be 
carried into practice. I t  is requested that 
encouragement may be held out to  the, 
wealthy to contribute toward the prevailing 
need, and the liberality of a resident of 
Ho-kien Fu, named Han Yuh-t7ang, who 
has subscribed Tls. 3,000, is submitted to 
notice. Precautions against acts of rapine 
and disorder have not been omitted.-A 
rescript expresses approbation of the fore- 
going report. 

Nov. 15th. - Tseng Kwoh-ts'üan, Gov- 
eirior of Shansi, memöriahes representing 
the vast proportions of the requirements 
entailed by the famine in that province, 
and soliciting permission for an exten- 
sion of the sale of office system in 
order to provide funds for relief. The 
memoriaIist acknowledges with gratitiide 
the sums already sanctioned by Iniperial 
comniand, to kiL, the amount of Tls. 200,000 
which permissioii was given to appropriate 
from the revenue due to Peking, beside 
the authority vouchsafed for the institution 
of sales of 0-86- as an aiixiliary measure, 
and in addition to this, the subseyuent 
grants of Tls. 240,000 out of the Coast 
Defence funds, Tls. 140,000 from the 
treasury of the Board of Revenue, and 
50,000 piculs of grain froin tlie Kiarigpeh 
and Nganhwei contingent. The extent of 
the prevailing distress is, however, over- 
powering. Almost the entire proviiice is 
stricken with famine, and the cost of trans- 
port alone adds enormously to the degree 
in which tlie dearth of food is felt. Already, 
up to the present moment, 76 departments 
and districts are ofiicially returned as in a 
famine-stricken condition, and the number 
of individuals reduced to want and depend- 
ent upon oEcial siipport is not less than 
from 3,000,000 to 4,000,000 souls. Should 

the supplies fall OE, it is to pe  feared 
that the whole of the southern part ofthe 
province will become wholJy depopulated. 
Without funds to tlie extent of a t  least 
3,000,000 or 4,000,000 Taels for tlie dist$ 
bution of relief during the coming 
and spring, means will be wanting for the 
work in harid. Under these circumstances 
the Governor solicits sanction to the raiaing 
of funds by tlie sale of ofüce, and entreats 
that he may be supplied with 2,000 certifi- 
cates issued in blank by the Board of 
Revenue, for distribution to purchasers in 
the different provinces. -For rescript see 
Gazette of 29th October. 

Nov. 16th.-(Court Circular.) The Go- 
vernor of Shun-t'ien E'u reports the fall of 
between 3 and 4 inches of sriow at Peking, 
yesterday. 

(I) A decree based upon a memorial from 
Ming Ngan, Military Governor of Kirin, 
who reports tliat in the Course of last 
month the country in the neighbourhood 
of San-sing was visited by a terrific storm 
of wind and hail, causing the cultivated. 
land to be swept by a flood, and the in. 
habitants deprived of shelter. The memo- 
rialist is commanded to provide relief for 
the sufferers, by the distribution of rice 
and money allowances. 

(2) A decree expressiilg the Imperial grati- 
tude for the fall of snow and rain ex- 
perienced on the 15th inst., after the sup- 
plications repeatedly offered up on behalf 
of the provinces afl8icted with dronght, and 
directing that on the 18th inst. a series of 
thanksgimng services be held at  the various 
State temples, his Majesty officiating in 
Person at the Ta Kao Tien. 

(3-5) Sundry memorials from the Police 
Censors and the Yanien of Gendarmerie 
with reference to the late case of burglarg 
with violence at the house of an official re- 
siding in tlie outer city of Peking. The 
various autliorities chargeable with negli- 
gence in the matter are inipeached accord- 
ing to rille. 

Nov. 17th.-TBe Governor-Generd and 
Governor of Kwarigtung report that, in 
corisequerice of the great rise in  the price 
of rice at Canton, owing to the floods of the 
past spring and summer, they have made 
appropriations of piiblic funds for the pur- 
chase of supplies to be issued at reduced 
rates, aud they solicit sanction to the 
exemption of the shipments from the pay- 
ment of Customs' duty and lelcin. Having 
received the Imperial commaiids enjoining 
iipon them that relief is to be dorded t o  
the suEerers by the bursting of the rivei. 
embankments and consequent inundations, 
tliey have communicated m the first instmce 



kith the Governor of Kwangsi, requesting 
that the le7cin tax be remitted upon rice 
coming eastwards, and they have taken 
steps, likewise, to prohibit the artificial 
nhancement of the scarcity by the action 
f speculators ; beside which they have 

upon the population generally to 
, g u t  such stores as are laid up in local 
.. granaries iipon tlie niarket. Yinally, as 

%he piotincial exchequer lias no fuxids im- - cmediately available, a sum of Tls. 100,000 
Chnas beeil rsised by loan from the Sliansi 
(or European ? ) bankers-Si-shalq-aiid 
an additional amount of Tls. 10,000 lias 
been borrowed from the local granary 
funds, provided with which, official agents 

' l a v e  been sent to Shanghai and Cliinkiang 
t,o m ~ k e  purchases of rice for shipmeiit to 
Canton. I t  is requested, in conformity 

p i t h  the precedent already set, as tlie 
memorialists learn through the Gazette, in 
ithe case of Fuhkien under similar circum- 
'atances, that all payments of Customs' 
duty and lekin may be remitted upon the 
'cargoes thus to be forwarded to Canton for 
jssue to the popiilation at reduced rates.- 
Sanctioned by rescript. 

Nov. 18th.-(1) The Governor-General 
and Governor of Kwangtung report that, 
in order to encourage the imp~rtat~ion of 
grain at Canton by private enterprise, the 
provincial government has arranged for the 
issue of licenses to all traders who may 
:come forward with security given on 
their behalf by substantial concerns, each 
'license being made out for the amount of 
2,000 piculs of rice, on importation of 
which, between the 7th October, 1877, 
and the 2nd January, 1878 (being the 
9th to  the 11th moon current), i t  is pro- 
posed, with Imperial sanction, to grant 
exemption from all Ciistoms' duty and Zekin 
tax payments. It is forbidden, at the same 
time, to make use of these licenses by way 
of Cover to the smuggling in of other de- 
scriptions of merchandize.-Rescript : It 
io rioted. 

(2) The Governor of Nganhwei memo- 
' rializes that, in addition to the scarcity 

occasioned in that province through drought, 
great destruction to such crops as had come 
'forward had been caused by flights of 
1locusts. The various district authorities, . %ded by the military, have done all in their 
b w e r  to exterminate the insects, either by 
drowning oiit the l a r v ~  in the reedbeds in 

hich they make their appearance, or by 
causing pits to be dug, into which the , . swarms are driven and burnt or buried. 
Agencies have also been opened on all F sides at which the locusts are bought in 

%hen collected by the peasantry, who 

bring them in by the peck and busE„. 
,In various districts, the quantities bhua 
delivered vary from some thousands to  
several tens of thousands of catties arid 
upwards. Since August, according to the 
reports sent in frsm the various Magis- 
tracies, the plagiie has been entirely 
eradicated, and the growing crops had 
suffered iio srbstantial injury. Indemnity 
had been awarded so far as possible to tlie 
owners of land which had been trodden 
down in the pursuit of the flights, 
in order to enable them to make a fresh 
sowing. 

Nov. 19th.-(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from Shen Pao-cheng, Governor- 
General of the two Kiang provinces, 
and Yii Luh, Governor of Nganhwei, 
who impeach the present department 
Magistrate of Wu-wei-chow, on a charge 
of having some time ago, whilst acting 
Magistrate of the Ning-kwoh district, pur- 
chased certain property within the limits of 
the district, wliich is contrary to law ; and 
encouraged his nephew, Wu Wen-wei, to  
encroach upon the property of other per- 
sons. On a complaint being lodged; more- 
over, he failed to make a truthful report of 
the circumstances. As solicited by the 
memoriaiists, he is handed over to the , 

Board of Civil Office for the adjudication 
of a penalty ; and the further arrangements 
proposed in the memorial are approved. 

(2) .The Board of Revenue memorialize 
submitting their report, in conformity with 
the Decree issued on the 9th October, with 
reference to  the case of Lin Show-t'u, 
lately removed from his office as Financial 
Commissioner of Shansi, who had endeav- 
oured to clear himself from the charge 
of having disobeyed instructions in the 
matter of the remittances due to the 
military chest of Tso Tsung-t'ang's 
army. The same ground is gone over as 
in  the previous memorials that have 
appeared in this matter, and it is shewn 
that Lin Show-t'u had no warrant for his 
assertion that a reduction vf the monthly \ subsidy from Taels 50,000 to Taels 30,000 
had at any time been sanctioned. On the 
general question of the supplies for Tso, 
the Board include the following observa- 
tions. I n  January, 1876, when reporting 
conjointly with the Tsung-li Yamen on 
the meniorial in which Tso Tsung-t'ang 
represented the straitened state of his 
finances at the moment of his advance 
beyond the Wall, the followiiig statements 
were quoted from his report :-According 
to the arrangement originally decided 
upon,, the amount which should be 
contributed annually in the shape of 



idies from the different provincid 
rnmenta and Custom-houses, for the 

enses of the army of Hansuh, formed a 
f;~hl of TL. 8,200,000 and odd; but out 
af this no more than some Tls. '7,000,000 
oame under Tso7s pemonal control (the 
remainder h ing  allotted to various other 

' commanders in the field.) The amount 
wtually sent forward on account of these 
subsidies was about Tls. 5,000,000 per 
wnum. These receipts, the Board proceed ' 
60 explain, took phce during the t b e e  or 
four years antecedent to 1876.2Returmng 
to the case of Lin Show-t'u, the Board 

I 

geeline to sanction his attempted defence, 
tind submit the decision'to his Wjesty's 
iudmnent. (For rescript See Ca~ette of Od. 
'a7esl.) , ' 

NOT. 20th.41) A Deoree. Let Oh'bng 
Tsu-hao jf@R_[ls& succeed to the post of 
a Senior Vice-President of the Co& af 
Oensors. 

(2) The Board of Ceremonies memorialize 
Setting forth the tenow of a representation 
made to them by Li Hung-tsao, late Pres- 
ident of the B o ~  of Woes, on the 
subject of the period of mournmg which he 
feels bound to observe on the death 
of his mother, although he was removed 
in early life from the family of iiis real 
parents, by adoption aa heir to an uncle 
who had died without begetting posterity 
of his own. Eie had, himself, one elder 
brother, who died shortly &er reaching 
years of maturity, and also without leaving 
issue, for wbich reason Li Hung-tsao7s own 
first-bom rron was adopted ,back in the 
main line as hqir to his deceased brother. 
I n  1855, Li Hung-tsao's own father died, 
upon which, as regulation prescribes, 
he observed (although adopted into his 
uncle's famiiy) a year of rpourning on 
behalf of his parent ; and in 1866, 04 his 
adoptive mother having departed this life, 
he entered upon the three years' period of 
mourning prescribed in such cases. The 
mother who bore him havuig been removed 
by death on the 19th Ootober lwt, he has 
to submit that he i a  lefb, after all, as ;the 
most direct representative of the family 
line, since his son, who had been adoptgd 
as above stated to continue the inheribce 
of his elder brother, was cut off prmaturely 
a short time after his marriage in 1870. He 
consequently feels bound to observe the 
period of three yeam of m o h g  on be- 
half of his deceased parent.-The Board 
feel bound to submit the qwstion for Im- 
perial decision. For rescript see Bazatte of 
31st October. 

Nov. 2l&.-N~d~entaof importance, 

. .. 
Nov. 22nd.-(1) A decree in anhwer ~4 

memorial from the Vice-Presideab of,'tha 
Granaries, who have 'reported the 
pletion of the delivery of the grain d&$ 
from the Southern provinces at T1ung-ah 
and Peking. Their recommendations ;qi 
the ofiicials who have exerted themsel*E 
in this matter are approved. 

(2) A decree referring for considemtion 
on the part of the Board of Revenue, a 
memorial received from the Censor - 
Kung-shu, who has recommended that 
tain quantities of rice be allotted for sale to 
the public at reduced rates, through the 
agency of offices to be established for tha 
purpose in the suburbs of Peking. 

(3) A decree based iipon a memorial fmm 1 
the Governor of Shensi, who has reported 
the mutiny of a battalion of irregulars, ' 

their di@persion, the capture and execution 
of the ringleaders, and the submission of 
the remainder. The Governor revorts that. 
on his having ordered a battalton of the 
Sm-ch'wanhegulars heretofore commanded 
by the Taotai Hwang Ting, to proceed to 
take up their quarters at Ch'ang Wu in the 
F n  Chow department, and on this body of 
troops having marched as far aa the King- 
yang district (in Si-ngan Fu), their officers, 
headed by one Kiang Ming-chung, had the 
audacity to put pressure on the men, and 
to indiice them to force their way into the 
city, where they set to work to burn and 
pillage, and to slaughter the garrison and 
townspeople. From this point they marched 
on Ma Kia T'ai, where they offered resist- 
ance to a Brigade-General named P'an 
Kwang-tow, wounding this officer in the 
fight that ensued. Troops being sent in 
pursuit of the mutineers, they were sur- 
rourided on the 7th inst. in a valley named 
Tsze Wu Yüh, and vigorously aitacked 
The two leaders, named Kiang Ming-chunh; 
and Sü Jui-yiin, were ca~tured and executed, 
and the rest of the party threw down thek 
arms and surrendered themselves. The 
proceedings thus reported are approved ant 
having been taken with sufficient prompti- 
tude ; biit W the whereabouts of two of the 
ringleaders is dechred to be as yet UD- 
ascertained, it is commanded that e n q e  
be made to discover whether these m F  
were killed in the fight or have m d e  tben 
esoape. Stringent orders are to be givi 
to the various military forces to allow not 
a soptary individual to evade the pursuit 
justice. Proper steps are to be taken to 
afford relief to the sufferers from the inrod8 
made by the mutineers at K h g - y ~ g  4 
elsewhere ; and the Department Magu,hb,  
named Ts'ing Sheng-lan, who ww in ~0%- 

mand of the battalion, is strippd of 
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rank ; orders being at  the Same time given these tokens of exceeding grace, t 
fo  make enquiry whether his conduct had morialist has to submit that according to 
been instrumental in causing the outbreak, 
in which case he is to be impeached in due 
form. 

(4) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the Censor Lin Kung-shu, who has drawn 
attention to the miraculons interposition 
voiichsafed on repeated occasions by the 
presiding deity of a temple at Shang-hang 
in Fuhkien, where, in 1858, an attack on 
the part of the longhaired rebels was averted 
by a miracle on, his part, and supernatural 
aid has repeatedly been granted in times of 
pestilence and flood. H e  solicits the 

- bestowal of a title of honour upon the 
deity ; and the provincial government is 

( ordered to make enquiry into the circum- 
. stances and report upon the case. 

(5-6) Decrees appointing Na-lung-ah and 
1 &in Kung-shu respectively to act as Police 

Censors for the Central and Western divi- 
sions of Peking. 

(7) A decree referring to the distress 
entailed by the drought of the past season, 
which has caused a serious rise in the cost 
of the necessaries of life, and to the fact 
that considerable numbers of the faniine- 
stricken inhabitants of Honan and Shansi 
rnay be expected to have migrated in the 
direction of Peking in search of means of 
subsistence. The Governor of Shun-t'ien 
Fu is commanded to report upon tha 
measures he rnay deem advisable for the 
establishment of additional relief-stations, 
in conformity with the precedent of last 
year. 

(8) ~ s A n ~  Kwoh-ts'üan, Governor of 
Shansi, memorializes further on the state 
of affairs in that province, premising with 
a laudation of the simple-mmded and well- 
disposed character of the population, who 
stand in this respect highest of all through- 
out the Empire. Their patient e~idurance 
of the extreme of hardship, even to death 
from starvation, without a murmur, is the 
result of the outpouring of the gracious 
benevolence of the Sacred Rulers with 
which the people of Shansi have been laved. 
I n  their present affliction, the Imperial 
solicitude of which they have been the 
object has provicled repeated appropriations 
of funds, and has set apart for their relief 
supplies of grain to the extent of 50,000 
piculs of rice from Kiangsi and Hupeh, and 
80,000 piculs of millet from the winter 
collection in Shantung, in addition to which 
the Governor of Shensi has been commanded 
to rknder such aid as he rnay find possible 
out of the grain which is to be furnished 
to him from Honan and Hupeh. Whilst 
expressing his adrniration and gratitude for 

letters received from the Governor of 
Shensi, the rice which is forthcoming from 
the south is limited in  quantity, and, in  view 
of the ditnculties of transportation &her 
by land or by water, he fears that even the 
whole of this will not be able to reach 
Shensi, so that it  is impossible to say as 
yet, until the deliveries actiially take place, 
whether he will have any rice to spare for 
Shansi. From this, the memorialist ob- 
serves, it would seem that the needs of 
Shensi must be as p e a t  as those of his own 
province ; and he would not venture to ask 
thrtt the wants of one be satkfied whilst the 
other should be left a prey to famine. H e  
must represent, however, that nearly ten 
more districts, reports from which have now 
been received, must be added to the 76 
which have lately been declared as actually 
famine-stricken ; whilst the selling price of 
rice, namely, from 2,400 to 2,500 cmh per 
tow (of 18 catties), has not yet begun to 
decline, and the tael of sycee exchanges 
in the towns of the southern half 
of the province for little over 900 
cash. The two officials who were sent 
to Peking to receive the sum of 
money, Tls. 200,000, allotted by decreg, 
rnay be hoped to arrive with this siipply by 
the end of the 10th moon (December 4th) ; 
but this sum will suffice for no more than 
the requirements of relief during the ensu- 
ing half month, and the memorialist must 
confess to a feeling of great dread. Appli- 
catidns for relief pour in unceasingly from 
the various Districts, and the Governor, 
with his chief subordinates, has nothing to 
afford them in reply. Still, he cannot 
venture to leave them absolutely with all 
hope cut off, lest the result be commotion 
such as would on the one hand cause the 
people's lives to be sacrificed and on the 
other 111-requite the Celestial bounty. 
Urider the circnmstances, he feels bound to 
entreat that 60,000 piculs of rice from the 
quantity dne for 1878 from Kiangsi and 
Hupeh rnay be appropriated to supply the 
present needs of Shansi. If his request be 
acceded to, he would beg that orders niay 
be given to the Governor-General of H u  
Kwang and the Governor of Kiangsi, direct- 
ing tlicm to provide and pay over the 
amoiint representing the above quantity of 
grain, including freight, to Li Hung-chang, 
by whom it shoilld be placed in the hands 
of the Taotai Chu K'i-ngang (head of 
the China Merchants' Steamship Co.), to be 
administered solely by himself. If this be 
done, it rnay be hoped that with the aid of 
the 50,000piculs of grain previously allotted, 



the lives of some hiindreds of thousands 
of the people of the province, now in 
jeopardy, may be saved.-Rescript : Let 
the Board of Revenue consider and report 
to Us. 

Nov. 23id.-(1-3) Decrees granting the ' psivilege of riding on horseback within the 
precincts of the Palace to Sü T'ung, Chinese 
President of the Court of Cerisors ; She 
Tseng, a Comptroller of the Household ; 
Mu-t'u-nhen, Military Lieutenaiit-Governor 
of Ch'&ar ; Ngen Ch'eng, a Vice-President 
of the "Board of Civil office ; and Yuiig Luh, 
a Vice-President of the Board of Revenue, 
etc. 

(4) A decree commanding that a gratiiity 
of one month's extra pay be given to all the 
soldiery of the capital, both Manchii arid 
Chinese, in consideration of the hardship 
of their serviee during the cold weatlier 
now drawing On. 

(5) A Decree. Let Wang Wen-shao 
3%@ (Governor of Eunan) come to 
Peking for audience. Let Ts'ung Fiili (tlie 
~ i e u t i n a n t - ~ o v e r n o r  of the prosnce) tem- 
porarily aet in  his stead. 

(6) A decree based upon a report pre- 
sented by Ting Pao-cheng, Governor- 
General of Sze-cli'wan, setting fortli tlie 
result of his investigations irito the massacre 
committed at Tiing-hiang, in Sui-tiilg FU, 
by Government troops, complaint concerri- 
ing which was brought forward last year by 
the Censow Wu Chan and Li T'ing-siao (see 
Gazettes of September to December, 1876 ) 

. . It has been ascertained that Yuan T'iiig- 
kiao, the complainarit whose appeal, lodged 

F at  Peking, gave rise to the investigation, 
was a noted trickster, who had soiiglit to 
make the ofiicial readjustmeiit of taxes an 
excuse for levying funds for Iiis own benefit. 
When this man first collected a liaiid of 
followers, aild proceeded to comiiiit acts of 
disturbance, notwithstanding that tlie Pre- 
fect of Siu-tiiig Eu, tlien in ofice, liad 
consented to continue the tax-levy on its 
former basis, the then acting Magistrate of 
the Tung-hiarig district, reporting without 
proper eause that the safety of tlie distrjct 
eitp was in peril, made application for 
troops, and at the Same time increased the 
amount demanded by way of extra taxation 
under Iiis predeeessors. These steps added 
fuel to the fire of Yüan T'ing-kiao's agita- 
tion ; and althougli the troops sent forward 
under the coinmarid of General Li Yeo-lieiig 
remained at tlie outset in  a stationary 
attitude, the Magistrate opened a recriiiting 
Office foraforce of irregulars andset measures 
on foot for the levy of a lekin tax on grain. 
T h i ~  led to the recruiting office being 

attacked and pillaged, and to aa 
which was repulsed, bei~ig made by yüan 
T'ing-kiao and his followers upon the en- 
campment of the military. The peasantry, 
after this, fearing tliat the troops would 
attack them relentlessly, shut themselves 
up in their fortified posts; and the soldiers., 
on the otlier harid, believing that the coun- 
try-folk were bent on resistance, made 
vigorous attack upon them, with the result 
that several hundreds were slaughtered. 
The report of the facts, as ascertained, is 
consequently now submitted. It ia eom- 
manded, hereupon, that Yüan T'iiig-kiao, 
for his manifold offences in fomenting dis- 
tnrbance, lieacling attacks upoii the author- 
ities of Goveriinient, etc., be suriiinarily 
beheaded. The district Magistrate wliobe 
iniproper condiict is exposed in the report, 
is stripped of his rank and bailislied to tlie 
niilitary post roads to exl~iate his offence. 
The two brevet grigade-Geilerals Liu Tao- 
tsurig and Liii Yüh-cli'uri are held answer- 
able for tlie excesses conimitted by the 
troops iiiider tlieir conirriaiid. Both are 
casl~iered, and tlie forriier rs senteiiced to 
transportatioii to Saiigaria, aiid the latter 
to banislinient intu servitiide oii tlie military 
post roads. The brevet Gerleral Li Yeo- 
her% is coiisidered to liave beliaved in a 
maiiiier unwortliy of liis of'rice in failing to 
keep his siibordinates under proper dis- 
cipline, and lie is casliiereci, t'ogether with 
tlie district Magistrate of Turig-hiaiig who 
preceded tlie ofücial referred to above, as 
lie is shewn to liave failed in tlie duty of 
putting aii end to tlie exactioris iritroduced 
by liis predecessor iii ofhe, wliiclieiicouraged 
tlie outbreak of Yuan Ting-kiao. Botli the 
Prefect of Sui-tiirg Fu aiid tlie late Governor- 
General of See-cli'wan, Wii T'ang, are 
declared to liave been guilty of rimladminis- 
tratioii arid riiisrepreseiitatioii in this case. 
As the Prefect lias already been degraded 
to tlie raiilr of Assistant Departinent 
Magistrate, and tlie Guverrior-General is 
dead, no fartlier p~oceediiigs are called for 
iii tlieir cay.  Tlle late acting Governor- 
General, W611 K6h (riow Governor of 
Shantung), is declared tu be free from 
blame in coniiection with this affair, except 
in so far as the failiire to detect the im- 
propriety of General Liii Tao-tsung's con- 
duct in carrying the female riienibers of his 
faniily with hiiii wliile ori active service 1s 
coiicerned. For tliis shortcoming his name 
has already been submitted to the Board 
for Censure ; but it  is ordered that he be 
exempted froiii further proceediligs. 

(7) The Censor Li Hnng-mo draws 
attention to the neglected condition of 
large niimbers of tlie Imperial clallsmen 
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[ktmg-shdh), descendants, in more or iess 3,400 rolls of silk gauze ; 600 large band: 
remote degrees, of sovereigns of the reigning kerchiefs ; 800 catties of sewing-silk ; 5W 
line. Some sixty years ago, owing to the catties of white silk ; and 3,000 pieces of 
increase which had then already made itself fine calico. 
felt, seventy households were transplanted (9) The Tutor of the Imperial Academy, 
to Moukden by command of the Eniperor Pao T'ing, in  a postscript memorial, dwells 
Hia K'ing, the wisdom of which step is upon the increasing numbers of the Imperial 
fervently commended. At the present clansmen (see also above, No. 71, and urges 
day, however, the growth of this dass has the riecessity of enlarging the provision 
reached a degree which makes the question made for their education, and for rescuing 

i 
of maintenancefar more difficnlt than wer. them from the distress to whioh many of 
Cases of litigation in wliich tszhng-shih are them are reduced by poverty. H e  asks 
concerned are of frequent occurrence ; and that some tens of thousands of taels may 
in the majority of such instances, i t  is be provided from any available source, to  be 
found that tbey arise from mortgages lent in surns of 60 taels to impoverished 
of their property or in connection with ts~cng-shih, in  order to keep them from the 
loans. The Censor woilld suggest that hands of the usurers to whonl they me 
the Imperial Clan Court be commanded now compelled to  resort. 
to devise measures for removing a number I n  a further postscript, the memorialist, 
of tsung-shih families to occiipy tracts of reniarking that although the lekin tax is a 
land in the region lately broiight iinder measiire at variance with the principles of 
control on the Corean frontier.-For re- benign adniinistration, it  is an expedient 
~cr ip t  see Gazette of 9th inst. wliicli the financial exigencies of the times 

(8) The Superintendent of the Imperial niake it  irnpossible to dispense with, sub- 
Maiiufactory at  Soocliow reports the corri- mits, nevertlieless, his opinion that it should 
pletion and despatch to Peking of tlie ba renioved from all necessaries of life and 
Satins, etc., required on acconnt of the year aiigineiited in the case of mere 1uxuries.- 
1876, one of the periods of delivery on a For rescript see Gazette of 7th inst. 
large scale. I t  has been custoinary of late Nov. 24th.-(1) A decree based upon a 
years, for the purposes of such deliveries, menlorial from the Censor Kwoh Ts'ung- 
to receive from the provincial trensury ku, who has urged that measures be taken 
the sum of Tls. 82,000, whereupon 4,'lOths by the varioiis provincial goveniments to 
of the full quantities of material whioh provide for the wants of the farnine re- 
should be supplied, according to regiilation, fuyees who may migrate into their respec- 
to  the Board of Revenue and to the Im- tive jurisdictions, and also that the lands 
perial Household are provided and de- now lying waste to a great extent in the 
spatched. For the delivery of 1876 a sum provinces of Kansiih and Nganhwei be 
of the above amount liaving been pro- utilized for the relief of these sufferers- 
vided, purchases of the raw material were He recommends that allotments be made, 
made at  the rates of prices laid down in next spring, of these waste lands, the 
1875; and altliough these were below occiipants being provided with seed-grain , 
the market rates for silk (as already re- and farming implemehts, and ta be ailowed 
ported), the memorialist has rnade up the a period of five years before the land is 
difference by a contribiition fr,om his own advanced to the tax paying status. The 
salary. Manufacture having been begun, high authorities of the provinces concerned 
there were provided, in  the first place, are called upon to connider the proposals 
1,000 rolls of satin for the Board of in  question. 
Revenue. Owing to the greater proportion, (2) A decree basea upon a memorial frorn 
among these, of satin damasked with the the Censors of the Xhantung department, 

t 
dragon pattern, compared with foriner who have called attention to the iricrease 
years, the cust has been also higher, the which has taken place of late in criiiies of 
total amonnt having been Tls. 29,400. 
4With the balance of funds, 4/10tlis of the 
material due to the Imperial Household 
have been proceeded with ; aiid nothing 

iremains available for t l ~ e  additional 1,000 
rrolis of satin called for by the Board of 
Revenue. An appropriation of fiinds must 
be awaited before farther steps can be 
taken. An ofticer is now despatched to 
Peking with the following materials for 
ImperiaI iise, viz :-370 rolls of satiii ; 

theft and robbery at  Peking. Tlie de- 
partmerit of the Censorate over which 
the memorialists preside is that which is . ' 

specially charged with supervision in this 
cespect; and it  is their duty to denounce 
to the Throne any cases in which the 
magistrates of police are guilty of 
nivance with the criminal classes on 
part of their siibordinates, and sim 
malyractices. Stringent injnnctions 
laid upon the authorities coricerned to 

- 
. - --&-.. . 



.&& due r e p r t  is ma&e ia dl m 1 e ~  of 
@minal offence. E' 

(3) The Govemor of X~anhwef F m o -  
r e p o h g  the r e t s  of thd Native 

Custom Hause of Wahu Fm &e year expired 
on the 10th Jiily, 187% According to 
established regulatian, t h n  Dustom House 
should yield the followiryq. a m u d  amoiints, 
viz :- 

Tls. m. C. C. 

To the Board of ~ e & t i  156,919.0.7.5 
Do. do., ,@upple- 

menttry . . . . -. . . . . . . . . 73,000 
To the Boara of W ~ p k s  . . . 10,146.1.5.5 - 

Po. do., supple- 
, m e n t q  % +  ........ .. . . . 47,000 

~0 th  taels.. .341,065.2.3.0 

The d u a l  o~UeEcb?,on during the period 
above W ' b e e n  as follows :- 

I ,  Tls. m.c.c. 
Board of Reveflue . . . . .. . . . . . . 60,510.1.1.0 
Board of miorkpi.. . . . . . . . . . . l .  70,686.5.5 

Total taels.. .131,196.6.6.0 

In exnha t ion  of the inability experienced 
to m& up the amount requii-ed by regula- 
tion, the following facts are stated. The 
duties heretofore leviable on accomit of the 
Board of Revenue were wliolly deriveci 
from the merchandige coiiveyed backwards 
and forwards by the large firins doing 
biisiness with Eiangsu, Chahkiang, Sze- 
ch'wan, and Kwangtiing ; whilst the 
duties ~ c r u i n g  to the Board of 
Works were yielded by the wooci-rafts 
ooming down from Hu-kwang, and the 
trade in bamboos and lesser timber pro- 
duced in the province itself. The rebellion, 
however, had entirely impoverished the 
trade of the port, and even wherp l~roduce 
of superior value is actually fortlicomiiig, 
still, since the opening of the ports to 
foreign trade, steamers have plied con- 
tinuously between them, aiid the moment 
a trmsit pass is issued by the Maritime 
Customs to foreigu imports brought in or 
native prodiice exported, all that is allowed 
is to subject the goods to exaniination, iio 
levy of duty upon them being perrnitted. 
The collection of dnties thus wholly enures 
to  the benefit of the Maritime Ciistoriis. 
Ifl other respects, owing $0 the devastation 
the province has undergoiie, the prodiictiori 
of bainboos and tiniber has been inconsid- 
esablp of late years ; whilst the arrivals of 
rafts of heavy timber from upstream liave 
also greatly fallen off. Wlien to these 
causes of decline in  the yield of revenue is 
added $he fact that in the coiirse of the 
current year a " New " (Maritime) Custom 

Hoiise has been opened at Wiihu, entallurg 
a still farther diminution in the extent.ge 
which merchaudize is subject to  duty a t  
the Regular Custom House, it wiU be 
Seen that the falling-off in reveniie ia  ---- due to natural causei only, and is 
attributable to any wmit of a c t i d y  in th* 
work of collection. Detailed returns ef 
income and expenditure are enc1osed.- 
Rescript : Let the Boards concerned con- 
sider and report. 

(4) Li Hall-chang, Governor-General of 
the two H u  provinces, mernorializes acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a despatch from 
the Board of Revenue, communicating 
the tenour of the proposal advanced by the 
Governor-General of Szech'wan that the 
province of Hupeh should lend the siim of 
Tls. 100,000 toward the amount required 
for a reorganization of the salt-distribution 
system i r i  Szech'wan and Kweichow (see 
Gazette of 11th October). TIie memorialist 
represents, hereupon, that the sources of 
revenue in Huptli are exliausted, aud heavy 
arrears have accuniiilated ori the score of 
the subsidies due to Peking and other pro- 
vinces. At the present inoment. also. the 
bonds issued to i&eigii merchants &e failing 
due ; arid tlie memorialist, after taking 
courisel with his principal subordimates, 
has to represent that the provineial 
treasiiry is absolntely bare, and that he 
must ask that the requirernent to  furnish 
funds to Sze-ch'wan be waived.-Rescript : 
I t  is noted. 

NOT. 25th.-(I) A decree based upon a 
memorial froiri the Literary Chancellor of 
Kwarigtuiig, Wu Pao-shu, who has repre- 
seiited the prevaleiice of abuses in  the 
oficial exaniiriation system in that province. 
Tlie practice of employing substitutes is 
extensively prevalent, owing to connivance 
on the part of the bondsmen who vouch 
for the individual candidates ; and the 
nieniorialist prays that a scale of penaltieci 
applicable, in such cases, to the offichl 
directors of instruction, be instituted. The 
Board of Ceremonies is commanded here- 
iipon to draw up the scale of pendties 
recornmended. 

(2) A decree based upon a report from 
the Governor-Geiieral ef H u  Kwang, who 
lias deiiounced the district Magistrate of 
Ts'ung-yailg, in Hupeh, as an official of 
indifferent reputation at best, and who of 
late has eiicoiiraged his policq-runnem 
to dig up and remove trees from the pro- 
perty-of the country-people 0f fi district, 
whereby a popular outbreak h w  come near 
to being precipitated. The delinquent is 
stripped of his rank with sentence of per- 
petual exclusion from the public service 



I ,  
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1% [NOT. 26-48. 

(3) A decree in replp to a memorial from outbreaks had been tomented at Han-ch'en 
the Police Censors of the Oentral division and elsewhere, he had despatched t r o o ~  
of Peking, who have applied for a grant of tb arrest the offenders, biit that there hau 
millet on behalf of the relief agencies at  been no stich thing as wantoii massacre 
different points in and around the city. of the unoffending, neitlier had he sur- 
For the eight rice-gruel stations which are rounded himself with troops for his own 1 
established on behalf of tlie destitute poor, protection.- The statements set forth in ' 

a monthly issue of 330 piciils of millet is re- the memorial are appror~d  as not other- I 

quired ; and i t  is commanded that from the wise than satisfactory ; aiid the Governor is 
Is t  day of the 11th moon (6th December, commanded to institute 811 measures that 
18'77)) the Ceiisors of each division are to 
make application through the Board of 
Revenue to the Granaries for the amount 
respedively due. They are to take steps, 
in eonjunction with the local notables, to 
ensure a proper issue of the relief thus 
dorded,  and to allow no enibezzlement to 
be indulged in. 
(4-6) Memorials from Liu Chang-yeo, 

Goverrior-General of Yiinnan, etc., reporting 
the suppression of sundry local outbreaks 
and acts of brigandage. (See Gazette of 8th 
inst.) 

(7)  ~h~ Governor.General of Fuhkien, 
menlorializes ieporting that K ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ M ~ ~  
@, lately appointed from Peking to 

fill the post of Taotai of the Yen-Kien-Shao 
Intendancy, having arrived in the pro- 
vince, has been clirected to take iip his post. 

Nov. 26tli.-(I) A decree referriiig to 
niemorials Iieretofore received froin the 
Censors Liang King-sien and others, who 
are sliewn to have rnade represeiitations 
relating to tlie distress arising froni drought 
in Shensi, and to liave impeaclied certain 
district official~ on the charge of indifference 
to tlie interests of tlie pople, stating, also, 
tliat tlie Lienteiiant-Governor and Financial 
Con~niissioner, Tsiaiig Ning-hioh, is in a 
state of infirm health. The Court of Censors 

statement preseiittd by a body of tlie 
notables of Sliensi, alleging tliat the 
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor have 

has also nieniorialieed giving Cover to a 

siipl~ressed intelligente of tlie actual con- 
dition of affairs in that provii~ce in coniiec- 
tioii with the famine. The Governor. T'an 
Chung-lin, has now riiernorialized stating 
tliat for the purpose of investigating the 
degree to which the province has been 
aflicted by drought, lie sent agents some 
time ago to the various districts, upon 
wliose reports he has bmed his memorials 
soliciting remissinns or postponeriients of 
taxation, and has also proceeded to niake 
purchases of grain. H e  has issued pro- 
clamations setting forth ten ~ug~es t ions  
for famine relief, and he declares tliat on 
no account would he be gnilty of view- 
ing with indifference the siifferings of 
the people. Furtherrnore, that when 

may be requisite for the I elief of distress. 
The Board of Revenue is called upon to 
allot the sum of Tac.79 50,000 to be 
forwaraed to Shensi f u r  disbursement 
uiider vigilant superintendence on the 
Governor's part. It is f'rrther noted that 
in his postscript memorial, the Governor 
declares the charges brought against the 
F'inancial Commissioner to be without 
foundation. As the ofEcial in question is 
shewn to have recovered from his illness, 
arid as it appears that the accusation of his 
having allowed one of his followers named 

to mono~olize his confidence, and having 
levied forced coritributions, etc., is untrue, 
no farther proceedings in this matter need 
be taken. 

(2) A Decree. Let Li  Ying % @ 
succeed to the post of Prefect of Yu-lin F u  
in hheusi' 

(3) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the Censor, Chang Kwan-chun, who has 
re~resented that the officials lately deputed 
by Li Hung-challg to make purchases of 
EWin, On Orders being given, at his 
re4uest, commissioning the Taotai Chu 
K'i-ngang to import rice from the soiitliern 
~ro"nces for issue at reduced rates at  
Peklng, have been making purcliases iii 
the immediate neighbourhood of the 

ment rite in Peking itself, thiis causing 
a in the market prices. If this alle- 
gation be trile, what tias been done is the 

4 capital, arid have even boiiglit up Govern- - 

reverse of beneficial to the interests of the 
pe0Ple Li H1111g-challg is coinrnanded to 
~nalte searcllillg enqiiiry, and to forbid his 
Wents to pxlrchase graiii in any of the dis- 

near Peking. He is also to station 
oficials at Tieiltsin, to examine the rite de- 
livered, and make Sure that it actually Comes 
from the south. Further examination of 
the Passes granted for the conveyance of 
s"l)~lies is to be made at T'ung Chow ; and 
tlle police aatliorities of the capital are to 
take measures to prevent a traffic in rite 
from the granaries of tlie ca~ital.  

(4) Yung Ts'nan, late Military Governor 
of Ili, reports having handed over the seal 
of office on tlie 21st September to 
cessor, Kin Shun. 

8 . -J&-. .'- - 



e the renlission publicly 

decree sanctioning the opening of 
~1 ofices for the distribution of 
the destitute poor in and around 
as recommended by the Governor 

ed to issue 1,500 piculs of millet 



Hwai-k'ing Fu, the Governor has approved 
the same, and haa communicated with the 
Board in due form. He requests that in- 
structions be iqsued according1y.-Rescript : 
Let the Board of Punishments take note. 

Nov. 29th.-Yen King-ming, an ex-Vice- 
President of the Board of Works, (and 
formerly Governor of Shantung) memo- 
rializes acknowledging the receipt, on the 
18th October, a t  the village in the Ch'ao- 
yih district, under the prefeetiire of T'ung- 
chow Fu, in the province of Shensi, in 
which he has taken up his abode since his 
retirement from offiee, of the decree dated 
October 12th, by which he is appointed to 
act as Commissioner to visit the famine- 
stricken districts in  Shansi and to silpervise 
the distribiition of relief. By the same 
decree, the Governor of Shansi is com- 
manded to provide a sum of money for his 
travelling expenses. The memorialist re- 
presents that he has been relieved from the 
discharge of piiblic duties for upwards of ten 
years in consequence of his ill-health, adding 
that he is now past sixty, and enfeebled 
in both mind and body by constantly re- 
curring attacks of sickness ; biit that he 
feels bound to exert what strength he has 
Ieft in the discharge of the trust now cm- 
fided to him. He will be able, possibly, t o  
travel30 or 40 li per diem, and will go pro- 
vided with medical care. As he will need 
no Iarge retinue, having no position to main- 
tain like that of an official in actual employ, 
and. will be exempt from the other ex- 
penses eiitailed upon functionaries thus 
sitiiated, he respectfully declines tlie re- 
ceipt of the amount, 1000 Taels, which the 
Governor of Sliansi has forwarded to him 
for his exyenses, aiid begs that it niay be 
appropriated toward the famine relief fund. 
-Rescript dcsiring the mernorialist to con- 
siilt in all niatters with the Governor, 
Tseng TCwoh-ta'uan, and insisting on his 
acceptance of the snni for his expenses. 

Nov. 30th.-A decree sanctioriing the 
arrangements siibniitted by Tseiig Kwoh- ' 
tsiian, Governor of Ghansi, and tlie special 
High Corriniissioner, Yen King-rning, vi th  
reference to the distribiitiori of relief i n  
eighty-two sub-prefectiires, departriients, 
and districts enumerated as afflicted with 
scarcity in tlie province above-named. One 
month's rations are ordered to be bestowed 
npon all the sufferers from want, withont 
distinction, whilst, as regards more per- 
manent measures, a difference is to be 
marked between the degrees of absolute, 
severe, and partial privation. In the first 
category, snbsistence for four montlis is to 
be provided, in the second for three, and 

I in the last for two months. 

1 
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No osher documents of importanoe. 
Dec. 1st.-(1) A decree referring to in- 

formation heretofore received from a certab 
(unspecified) quarter to  the  effect that a 
party of soldiery had committed a flagrant 
act of robbery with eiolence in the Ch'ang- 
hing district in Chehkiang, in  the Course of 
which the owner of the property attacked 
was murdered, and that the judioial autho- 
rities had been bribed to screen the guilty 
parties. Commands were hereupon issued 
to the provincial Governor, Mei K'i-chao, 
to institute a stringent investigation into 
the case.' The Court of Censors now report 
that a native of the Ch'ang-hing district, 
H u  Shun-kow &B $$J by narne, has 
sent a representative to lodge a complaint 
at Peking, declaring that his father had 
been killed by the soldiery whilst commit- 
ting acts of pillage, and that the officials 
depiited to enqtiire into the aEair had 
wilfully snught to screen the offendew. The 
Governor is commanded, hereupon, to  obey 
in trernbling the decree previously issued, 
and to cause the Judicial Commissioner of 
the province, acting under his orders, to have 
tlie parties to this case biought before him- 
self personally, with all the Papers relating 
thereunto, and to institute a rigorous 
enquiry in conformity with the principles 
of justice, to the end that the actual facts 
may be elicited, whereupon sentence is to  
be pronouneed according to law, and the 
same s~ibmitted to the Throne. The com- - 
plainant's representative, Hu Chung, i . ~  to 
be sent forward in custody by the Board of 
Punishments, in conformity with reguIa- 
tion, to give his evidence in confrontation 
with the other parties surnmoned for trial. 

(2) A decree acknowledging a meniorial 
from, Wen Piri, Director-General of the 
Grain Transport, who has reported the 
safety of the Grand Canal embankments 
up to tlie Shwar~g-kiarzg period (Oct. 23rd.) 
A donation of ten sticks of Tibetan incense ' 

is allotted hereupon, to be forwarded to 
WPn Pin and offered b way af thanks- 
giving at tlie temple of t i e  River God. 

(2) Li Hoh-nien, Director-General of the 
Yellow River, acknowledging the receipt of 
the decree dated October 21st, in which 
he is commanded to supervise the distri- 
bution of relief in  the province of Honan, 
niakes report as follows :-The relief agen- 
cies establislied at the provincial capital 
last wiriter by means of funds locally 
subscribed iinder eneouragement on the 
part of the provincial Governor and the 
memorialist, were kept Open until the 
middle of Jiine, when they were closed in 
the hope that the summer would 
arrive at their usual period and apert 



farther distress. This expectation, how- 
ever, has not been realized. The three 
prefectures North of the Yellow Biver, 
together with the prefectures of K'ai-feng 
and Ho-nan, and the departments of Shen- 
chow and Ju-chow, have remained until 
now without rain. It has been determined 
to establish four relief agencies at the 
provincial capital, viz., one in each of the 
suburbs, which were opened successively 
on the 22nd- and 27th October, when up- 
wards of 49,000 destitute persons flocked 
aronnd them to receive a pittance of food, 
their nimbers increasing, moreover, daily. 
The haggard and woe-begone aspect of 
these unfortunates the memorialist de- 
scrihes as pitiable in the extreme. With 
the exception of Ewei-t6h Pu, Ch'en-chow, 
Hu-chow, Nan-yang Fu, Ju-ning Fu, and 
Kwang-chow, the entire province has 
suffered from drought, and measnres have 
been taken to issue relief through the 
various local authorities. For the wants of 
the provincial capital, a sum of Tls. 18,000 
has been placed in the hands of the district 
Magistrate on the spot to buy grain for the 
use of the relief agencies ; and Tls. 15,000 
have been alloted to the district Magistracy 
of Tsi-yuan. To other districts and de- 
partments sums of from Tls. 1,000 to 
Th. 2,000 have been allotted. I n  orde'r to 
provide, mQreover, for the famine refugees 
who may have wandered from the neigh- 
bourhood of their homes, it has been 
determined to establish two large agencies 
at  the district city of Yen-tsin in Wei- 

1 hwei. Fu and at  Miao Kung in Hwai-k'ing 

I 
Fu respectively. 

Dec. 2nd.-(1) A deoree in answer to a 
memorial from Tseng Kwoh-ts'uan, Gov- 
ernor of Shansi, and the special High 
Oommissioner, Yen King-muig, who have 
reqiiested tliat four officials may be detailed 
to assist them in the work of famine relicf. 
A " compiler " of the Han-lin College, 
named Li  Yung-ts'ing, a Secretary of the 
Board of War, an ex-Taotai, and an ex- 
Prefect, whose services a+re thus applied 
for, are ordered to proceed to place them- 
selves under tlie meniorialists' orders. 

(2) A Decree. Let Ying Lien (at present 
Assistant Ililiti~iy Resident at Tarbagatai), 
come to Pekiilg for duty. Let Sih Lun 
@J f& succeed him in the office he 

vacates. Kiing T'ang % B is invested 
with rank as an officer of tlie Imperial 
Guards of the second rank, and is appointed 
hereby to tlie post of Con~n~andailt of the 
Forces at Uriunts'i. Let the above-men- 
kioned otücials proceed by post-relay to 

'& %eir stations. 

(3) A Decree. Shen Pao-ch&ng, Governor 
General of the Two Kiang provinces 
memorializes Ue impeaching divers officials 
wlio have become infected with the vicioii8 
habit [of opium-smoking.] The pro&bi- 
tion against the smoking of opiiim which 
the law sets forth is stringent inthe extreme ; 
arid it  is the bounden diity of all oECials , 
Iiolding authority over the people to be 
blameless in character and to cherish senti- 
ments of honourable self-respect, in  order 
that the exainple set before the eyes of the 
population may be devoid of impropriety in 
itself. According to the memorial now 
laid before Us, i t  is a matter of public 
notoriety that the Taotai Liu Hien and the 
otlier oecials named have been infected 
with the vice. Their conduct is worthy, 
indeed, of all reprobation. I n  the case of 
Liu Hien, Intendant of the Hwai-ngan and 
Yang-chow division in Kiangsu - Tu 
Wen-lan, an expectant Taotai-Li Teh-p'u, 
Magistrate of tlie Suh-ts'ien d i s t r i c t a n d  
the expectant Magistrates Ts&ng Shao-hun 
and Li Cheng, We ordain that all the above- 
riaiiied individuals be forthwith stripped of 
tlieir rank, by way of exemplary punish- 
ment. For the rest, be it  as is proposed. 
(N.B.-Tlie above list of officials singled 
out for disgrace on account of opium- 
smoking is larger and more marked than 
usiial. The provision of the law referred 
to makes the practice of smoking opium on 
the part of officials or soldiers an offence 
punishable with deaih.) 

Dec. 3rd.-(1) The Governor of Honan, 
Li Fing-ngao, memorializes reporting upon 
the measures instituted in that province 
for the relief of the prevailing distress, to  
the Same effect, in general, as the report 
froiii the Director-General of the Yellow 
River, whose report was piiblished in the 
Gazette of the Ist inst. The Governor 
stittes, in additioii, that in the 28 depart- 
ments arid districts wliich he has already 
reported to  the Throne as affected in  vary- ' 

ing degrees by scarcity, the number of 
persons requiring relief is upwards of 
2,000,000 ; and in order to issue the 
amoiint of subsistence, calcnlated at  the 
rate of 5 hah of rice to each adult arid half 
tliis quantity to minors, the quantity of 
rice reqiiired is 300 000 piculs Per mensem, 
a t  tlie ordinary rate of issue as an auxiliarg 
to other means of liveliliood (fu #$'I!&.) 
A still more considerable quantity W O U ~ ~  be 
required if the issue be made on a ~WPX 

scale (Kia-chh f i ~  G) With the Sums 
allotted to the province, viz., the Tls. 147,900 
which were sanctioned in the h t  plme 
frorn the quota due to Peking, the 





by the latter that if they marched on to the 
destination assiped them they would prob- 
ably be sent on b i o i n  the army of the'west, 
and eapose themselves to great hardships. 
I t  would be better, thesa instigatom re- 
marked, $0 loot the town of Hing-yang„ 
which waa close at  hand, and make off to 
their homesin Sze-oh'wan with the plunder ; 
and they threstened with death any who 
should refuae ta folIow them. Whilst the 
rnarmosg division, numbering 200 men, 
de&ed to join in the movement, the van 

h h a b b n t s ,  six af thetownsfolk and soldiers 
being killed on the other side. So so«ii as 

have been put to death, and their Iieads 
have been sent round the military cantori- 
ments and the scene of iheir misdeeds by 
way of exemplary warning. Actire rriea- 
sures have been taken for t,he appreliension 
yf the two minor leaders who have tlius 

escaped capture.-For rescript see 
ette of 22nd November. 

Dec, 6th.-(1) A decree referring to a 
memorid presented some time ago by tlie 
Censor LiKia-yoh, who accused theLieriten- 
ant-Governor and Financial Coinmissioner 
of Bonan, Liu Ts'i-hien, of levying merci- 
less ezactioiis from the famuie-stricken 
districts, greatly to  the detriment of the 
region under liis control, and a Taotai narned 
Yin Keng-yün ~f interfering unwarrantably 
with public business and of committing 
malpractices under fictitious pretexts, as 
&o the Taotai named Liu Ch'eng-chiing of 
being in infirm health, and dlowirig his 
dnties to fall into a lax condition of nianage- 
ment. On reoeipt of this memorial a decree 
wqs issued appointing Ts'ung K'i and Shao 
Hang-yii to proceed to the spot to institute 
an enquiry (aee Gazette of 6th October.) At 
-' later period, the Censor Yu Shang-hwa 

I 

memorialized representing the Q o v e r g ~  
of Honan, Li  K'ing-ngao, as negligeqk 
incapable, and regardless of the prinoiplgg 
which should be his guide. This also wan -- - . . 
communicated to the-commissioners abovs- 
named, with instructions to investigate the 
truth of the aliegations made. They havg 
now memorialized reporting as follows :- 
With reference to the statement, c0ntaii.i 
in the list of accusations, ta the effect tl 
the Prefect of Wei-hwei Fii, Li  T$h-yü by 
name, had been removed from his post for 
reporting his prefecture as famine-siricke 
it  is found that althongh this of&cer's L, 
tendance was called for by the Judicial 
Commissioner for tlie purpose of attendiiig 
to the trial of certain cases, yet his reiiioval 
from his post was, in fact, due to aii ap- 
plication made by tlie Firiancial Commis- 
sioner owing to his Iiaviiig reportad tlie , 

I 
Prefeeture as faniinc-stricken. An eiiqrby I 
into the proportion of reveiiiie collected in 
tlie distressed districts shews tliat from 50 
to 90 per cerit. of the total amounts diie 
11ad beeil got in duririg tlie first half of the 
year, aiid tliis goes to prore that the coin- 
plaint of stringency in enforcing tlie collec- 
tion was not without some fouiidatioii ; but 
there is trutli in tlie statenient tliat the 
local autliorities had beeri deterred from 

I 
ventnririg to  report tlieir districts as suffer- 
ing froni tlie prevailirig scarcity. As regards 
tlie statement tliat tlie distressed polxilation 
of tlie Ho-nan and Ju-i~iiig Prefectirres had 
shewn symytuins of -tlireateiiing revolt, the 
facts are tliat the " Sword Bdinditti " of 
those prefectures had congregated in nuni- 
bers and iiiade seizures of grain, beside 
which otlier bands had impressed the 
sufferers from farnine to join them in 
attacking and plundering some of the 
villages ; but these niarauders have already 
been proceeded against and dispersed. Na I 
such cases had occurred as that of whole 
fainilies driven to cummit suicide together 
(as alleged), owiiig to tlie severiby with 
which tlie Ngan-yangRIagistrate had preased 
for the payii~ent uf the land-tax ; neither 
is it  triie that ori tEie District Magistrate af 
Tsi-yuan forwarding repeated statemenb 
of the degree to which his diatrict F- 

aBected, the Taotai and Prefect his auperi 
had refused tu forward bis repo*, les* 
they should incor the Fiuancial Comnih- 
sioner's displeasiire. I t  is uiitrue, W I e ~ k t : ~  
that the Financial Commissioner is On bad 
terms with the Governor, or that he  both 
dictates to his siiperior a ~ d  acts oppressive- 
ly toward his subordinates. No proof hm 
been elicited of the acts of rniscond~ict' 
alleged agairist the Taotai Yin K6ng- an- ;I The banditti at Kioli-tsze 6 h a ~  have OQg 





@s.Vemment. For the £uture, the heads of (2) A Decree making the roiloflria, 
-..&e various departments of Btate must;hold appointmeiits conseqiient upon the remam 

,: themselves bound to aim unitedly a t  a of Shao K'i (gazetted yesterday) from $her,* 
oourse of conduct distinguished by up- post of a Vice-President of the ~~~~d af 
rightness and loyalty, and to iise active Punishments : - 
efforts to infuse energy into the conduct , Lin shu  @&g to become . of dairs .  Let them visit their ottjces 
regulaSIJF, arid not fail to resch them Vice-President of tlie Board of Punish- 

F betimes, to the end that thdy may set a ments ; aiid to be succeeded by, 
good example fo their subordinates, and b. Ch'ang Sü E as a junior Tice- 
not again be guilty ef the malpractices, so President of the Board. 

continued, of negligence, dread of 
C. Chih H o  ,3,# to succeed th, ~ ~ ( ~ n s i b i l i t y ,  arid rtdherence to routine ; 

, fo +he end t h t  the Sovereign's earnest foregoing W, a jniiior Vice-President of t h ~  
desbtr for the good condiict of the task of Board of Ceremonies. 
sdrrsjniatration, anxiety for which is ever The reiiiaiiider of to-day's Gazette is 
gresent, by da9 and niglit, in his mind, occupied witli a coritiuuation of the me- 
q a y  be duly furthered. Let this be pro- lllorlal relatiiig to tlie eiiqiiiry into the 
mulgated for the information of all. Tung-hiaiig outrages in Sze-cli'wan. 

Dec. 8th.-(1) A decree acknowledging a Dec. lOth.-A decree cashiering or ~ l a c -  
memorial from the Military Governor of ing in compulsoiy retireinent a iist of dis- 
W, repopting a series of successful Opera- tritt and departinent Magistrates in Chihli ; 
tions against the mounted brigands in the b~ Li H"W-cliang as guilty of 
Eastem mount&s of that province. Same corruption aiid malversation, or as iilcom- 

or 450 have at varions times in the peterit to discharge the duties of tlieir 
c o m e  of the summer peen captured and Office. 
beheaded, for which prompt arid eficient The remainder of the Gazette is occupied 
action a Series of rewards are s a n t e d  with the concludiiig portion of the Sze- 
the  memorialist's recommendation, with in- ch'"all mernOrial. 
junctions that active measiires be further Dec. llth.-(l) A decree based UPon a 
taken to secUre the extermination of such men~orial from the Censor F6ng K'ing-lin, 
of the bands as still remain at large. who has represented the necessity of coin- 

inands being issued enjoining increased ( 1  Iet Shao-k'i @ attention to the diligent discharge of the 
sscceed to the post of Brigade General of duties of administration. The high 
the T'ai-ning division and ex-officio Conip- authvrities throughout the Enlpire are 
ti.ollei; of the Imperial Houseliold (vacated directed hereiipon to oall upoii all their 
by Ts'ing-ngan-see yesterday's Gazette.) subordinates to be active in  applying 

The remainder of to-day's Gazette is remedies to all hardships and grievances 
occupied with the &st portion of the report affecting the well-being of the people a t  
from the Governor-General of Sze-chwari large. The statenient being advanced by the 
of the result of his enquiry into the Tung- Same Cerisor in a postscript niemorial, to  
hiang outrages, which is fully summarized the effect that in the province of K X n  
in the decree published on the 23rd Novem- cases of holiiicide are allowed to pass un- 
ber. noticed, sqiieezes are levied from the' 

Dec. 9th.-(1) A decree referring to a iniiiers, and dnties are illegally imposed b3 
memorkl heretofore received from Cli'ung oliicial iiiiderlings, the attention of t h ~  
How, actihg Governor-General of F h g -  Military Governor is called to the86 
t'ien, reporting with reference to certain cliarges, and lie is directed to give orders 
charges mutually brought against each to all Iiis subordinates to rectify the d e g d  
other by a Manchu Lieutenant-colonel abiises. 
named Yung Yii, commanding in the (2) T'an Cliung-lin, Governor of Shend, 
department of Kin Chow, and Ku-ni- in- nieiiiorializes in reply to an Imperial demee 
pu, Brigade-General of that department, bringiiig to his kiiowledge the tenour of 
(and late acting Military Governor of accusations wliich had been laid before t4f 
Kirin). The statements of the two ofiicials Throne by a certain individual, t o  th  
having now been l a i a  before tlie Throne, effect that the local authorities in the Pm- 
that of Ku-ni-yin-pu acciising his oppoiient vince of Sliensi were careles~ of the vital 
of serious acts of misconduct, Ch'ung How interests of the p~p~lat ioninconnec~ionwi,~ 
is commaiided to institute an enquiry into the prevailing famine, and also of a memo- 
tlie merits of the case and to make farther rial presented by the Court of *Cemsrs, 
report. , , ., L . - .  , - embodying a statement lodged with t h m  
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I - - 180 ' [DEc. 12-14? 1 Iby certain notables, irnploring measures of for the purchase through the China 
Salvation for the afflicted districts in Shensi. Merchants' Company of 30,000 picda op 

! ~ h e  G-overnor, on being commanded to rice, to be forwarded by sea to Tient8in.k - 
offer his observations hereupon, has been Rescyipt : Let the Board of Revenue 
overwhelmed with consteriatiok at the 
sound of the Imperial commands, and he 1 must ackiiowledge himself uripardonably 
guilty in that his imperfect discharge of duty 
shoiild have entailed the present calamity 
of drought upon the province, whilst, in 
addition, his failure to adopt the measures 
which are requisite has evoked the present 

, manifeskationof discontent. Henevertheless 
trusts to the discriminating consideration 
of the Sacred One for immnnity from severe 
chastisement. In  pursuance of the earnest 

. exhortations addressed to him by his 
Sovereign, he can promise that where he is 
in fault he will ainend, and where the 
charges alleged are groundless he will exert 
himself even more strenuously than before. 
H e  proceeds to exculpate hinlself from the 
accusations brought against him of wilfiilly 
igiloririg tlie extent of the calamity that has 
befallen the province, of neglecting to make 
proper provision for relief, and of surround- 
ing hiniself witli an armed force for his 
personal seciirity.-F«r rescript, accepting 
the explaiiations teiidered, See Gazette of 
Noveinber 2Gtli. 

(2) In  a postscript to tlie foregoing report, 
tlie Goveriior of Sherivi rebuts the acciisaL 
tion broiight by an ailonymous rnemorialist 
against tlie Lieiiteiiaiit-Goveriior aiid Firian- 
cial Commissioiier of the province, Tsiang 
Niiig-liioli, wlio liacl been represeiited as 
old and iiitirni, aiid invisible for six months 
at a time to his siibordiiiates. I t  was 
fartlier represeiited that iii respect of his 
piiblic fuiictions he is entirely guided by 
an eiiiploy& riained Yii, who tiirns to profit- 
able accouiit tlie designs of intrigiiers for 
advariceiiieiit. Tlie Goveriior deiiies tlie 
truth of each of tliese al1egations.-For 
rescript, see Gazette of Nov. 26th. 

Dec. 12th-(1) A Decree. 111 view of 
tlie wide exteiit of couiitry in tlie 'province 
of Horian wliich is affected by tlie prevailiiig 
calamity of droiiglit, We coiiiriiarid that tlie 
Vice-President of tlieBoardof Piinishnlents, 
Yuan Pao-h&iig, do ~roceed to tliat province 
to assist in tlie admiiiistratioii of relief. 

(2) Li Han-cliaiig, Governor-General of 
tlie Two H u  pro~iiices, nienir)rializes 
re1)reseritiiig tlie iiripracticahility of supply- 
iiig tlie quota of tlie provincial revenue iii 
kiiid, according to tlie instriictions of the 
Board of Revenue, and solicitiiig sanction 
to a contiiluance of the practice of levying 
the grain-tax by a conimiitation in  money. 
H e  proposes rernitting tlie requiuite funds 
to Shanghai, as on the last yearly occasion, 

consider and report. 
Dec. 13th.-The Governor-General of 

Yunnan, etc., Liu Ch'ang-yeo, memorializes 
reporting that as TU Jui-lien, the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of Yünnan, has been com- 
manded to take temporary charge of the 
office of Governor of tlie province (see 
Gazette of Oct. 6th), and it is necessary in , 
consequence that his own duties be placed 
in the keeping of a locum tenens, the 
Judicial Commissioner of the province, 
Ts'ang King-yü, has been selected as quali- 
fied by his experience and character to 
take this position, and the Inten'dant ?f the 
Salt Revenue, Shen Show-yung, 1s ap- 
pointed to act in the last-named official's 
stead. The Intendant af the Southern 
section of the province, Shih Tsün-sin, is 
named as acting Intendant of the Salt 
Revenue. 

Dec. 14th.-(Abstracts of memoria1s)- 
To a memorial received from Ting Jih- 
ch'ang, Governor of Fuhkien, asking per- 
mission to resign his office, the following 
rescript has been received :-The Governor 
in question has been wont to discharge his 
duties with s 6 c i e n t  activity. We grant 
him a renewed congd of three months for 
the restoration in tranquillity of his health. 
He need not vacate his office. Th8 aff'airs 
connected with the government of Fuhkien 
are of importance. Let him, therefore, re- 
turn without delay to his post, so soon as 
his recovery is accomplished, to the end 
that the functions incumbeiit upon hirn 
may be diily discharged. 

(I) A decree based upon the report pre- 
sented by the Board of Civil Offige, sub- 
niitting the penalties incnrred by the high 
autliorities of tlie province of Hoiian. 
The Lieutenant-Goveriior, Liu Ts'i-hieii, is 
pronoiiiiced guilty of irnproper condnct in 
liaring riiade application to his Superior for 
tlie reinovalfrornoffice of district officials who 
Iiad reported their j urisdictions as stricken 
with failiiiie, wliich reports he characterized 
as false, wl~ilst he coiitiniied to levy the 
ordiiiary taxation in regions where exemp- 
tion or remission sliould have been granted. 
AB recuriinieiided by the Board, he is dis. 
rnissed frvm his office. The Governor, Li  
King-rigao, is eqiially Open to ceiisiire, on 
the groui~d of his haviiig acceded to the 
application made to him for the removal of 
district oEcials from their p~ists, and his 
having failed to take proper measures be- 
times on the province beirig afflicted with a 
visitation of drought and scarcity. 



W 

conformity with the recommendatioii of the on the 22nd October, in which a memOlid 
Board, he is degraded by three steps of submitted by the Governor-General 
rank and to be reinoved to other employ, Tsung-t'allg with reference to the relief o~ 
without privilege of setting off previous distress in Shensi and Kansuh for- 
ommendations ~ a i n s t  this penalty. warded for his information. The *,,bject 
(2) A decree based upon a meniorial from in question has already been carefully die- 

the Censor T'ang Shu-nan, who has re- ciissed in correspondence between the 
ported that of late, i n  various divisions of memorialist and the Governor-General 
Peking, the existeiice of certain rascallg with his colleagiie Liu Tien, arid j 
fomentem of litigation, who make it  their addition to the amounts Set =id 
profession to undertake the presentation from the provincial treasury, the sum 
of c h m g ~  before the tribunals, has made Taels 300,000 lieretofore borrowed by 
&elf felt, He asks that orders be given Tsiing-t'ang has been refunded, to mec 
for their apprehension and punishment. the expenditure required for the purchwe 
The Yambn of Gendarmerie and the civil of graia The scarcity prevailing gen- 
authofities are commanded to take proceed- erally throughout the province is such 
i n g  accordingly. that it has been necessary to look 

(3) A decree appointing 8he Tseng (one beyond its limits for supplies, and pur- 
of the Comptrollers of the Household and chases have been made both at Pao-t'ow 
formerly " Hoppo " at  Canton) to the otfice Chbn, on the north, and from Hupeh and 
of Brigade-General of the Bordered Red Hunan in the south. The difficulty arid 

* Mongolian Banner. cost of transport have, however, been 
(4) The Censor Chang Kwan-chun memo- aggravated by the droiight, which has 

rializes referring to the measures instituted reduced the waters of the river Siang to a 
by Imperial conimand for reducing the cur- very low state, the river Han falluig to  
rent prices of foodstuffs at Peking, by or- snch an extent as to be fordable by pas- 
dering importations of g r a b  to be provided sengers on foot, and the river Tan having 
on the part of the Governor-General Li  become wholly unnavigable. Officials have 

I 
Hung-chang, through the agency of the consequently been sent to Fan Ch'%n t a  
China Merchants"teamship Company- make an experiment in the way of land- 
notwithsta~iding which, however, the meino- transport by cart to T'ung-kwan, If this 

I 
rialist had found that, instead of declining, succeeds, it will be proceeded with on a 
the prices of foodstuffs at Peking had on large scale. Contributions are being raised 
the contrary gone up very shortly after among the notables of the province, to  
this decision was arrived at. The memo- provide further means for the purchase of 
rialist was a t  first unable to account for supplies, and relief-agencies bave been set 
this fact ; but he has learnt that the offi- on foot at the provincial capital for the dis- 
cials deputed by the Governor-General of tribution of food. An accurate enumeration 
Chihli to provide importations of grain of the iridividuals reqiiiring relief is re- 
have actoally been buying up stocks in the cognized as a point of primary importance, 
immediate environs of the capital, and in order tb the prevention of fraud. Some 
have even gone so far as to piirohase 30,000 individiialu are already being sup- 
rice coming from the Imperial grariaries in ported by the seven relief-gencies in 
Peking itself. The quantities fiiiding their workiiig order at  tlie provincid capital. 

I way into tlie dealers' hands are con- Raiii lias fallen in  s d c i e n t  quantities in 
sequently diininished instead of being 111- certaui parts of the proviiice during October 

I 
1 creased, by prvceedings which are sub- to enuble tlie r inter  wheat to be sown, m d  

stantially the sanie as those of dishonest there are hopes of a sufticient farther 6- 
i regraters of hread. The Ceiisor urges that fall to &rd a ~rospect of a spring harvgst. 

commands be given to Li Hurig-&ang re- -Rescript, coriimanding the Govermz to 

1 1 
quiriny him to prohibit the parchasing the omit no nieasure that is requisita for the 
grain in and arouiid Peking by his official relief of the ~ r e v a i l b g  distress. 
agents, and also to see that passes be issued Dec. 15th -(I) A decree based UPoO 
at  Tientsi~i on behalf of no other grain than report preserited by the Board of C& 

that which is actually imported by sea.- the ~enalties adjudged w h s t  the Hjgb- 
For resc ipt see Gazette of Nov. 26th. ~~irinlissioners who are responsible for: 

(5)  in Chung-liti, Governor of Bhensi, recommendiiig as " highly. d i s t h ~ b h e d f '  
memorializes reportiiig the various steps he at the recent mi l i t a r~~  mspe&*% twff 
has taken for the provision of supplies to oflicers who have lately been oonvi&d af 
meet the prevailingscarcityin that province. frauds in connection with the h ~ e  ~f 
H e  aoknowledges tlie receipt of a Colincil to the Yuan-ming-yüan Banner ~ s 1 d i . b ~ ~ ~ :  
de~patch forwarding copy of a decree issued With reference to  the High @ ~ k l l @  



- - 
I L --. - - - L  - 

in question, namely, the Imperial " Duke " province, and representing that whibt 
King Show (son-in-law of the Emperor tlie population at  large are peaceably 
Tao Kwang), and the Banner commandants, disposed and subrnissive to such a degrPa 
etc., Kw'en-ch'ukh-lin-ch'in, Ngan-hing-ah, that tliey are ready to endure deai 
and T'o-yun, who were jiidged by the by starvation withoiit a murmiir, the couil- 
Board of War to have incurred the penalty try 1s at the Same time infested by gangs ~f 
of degradation by t,wo steps of ' rank and armed banditti and professional salt smug- 
removal to other employ, it  is ordairied, glers, who make the farnine a pretext for 
as an act of special grace, that the acts of robbery and brigandage. H e  siib- 
sentence he substituted of gegradation mits the absolute necessity of exercising 
by four steps of rank with retention exceptional powers of summary execiition 
in office. At the expiry of eiglit years, if no in the case of prisoners of this class, and 
shortcoming be recorded in the meanwliile proposes that, for the future, on the 
against them, they may be restored to their 
late rank. 

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from tlie Yamen of Gendarmerie, which 
has reported the apprehension of three 
c~iminals, charged with acts of robbery, 
who come from places at a distmce from 
Peking. I t  is commanded that the pris- 
oners be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments to be proceeded against with 
all stringency. 

(3) A Decree. Let T'u Tsung-ying fk 
Z-a be transferred (from Kwangsi) to 
fi11 the post of Governor of the province of 
Honan. Until he arrives at  bis new post, 
let Li Hoh-nien, Director-General of the 
Yellow River, assume of the 
conjointly with hiS own. yang chung- 
Ya #?ja@ (now Lieutenant-G0vern0r) 
succeed to the post of Governor of Kwangsi. 
(4) A D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  yü K ~ ' ~ ~  $& 

(now Judicial Commissioner of Shensi) 
succeed to the post of Lieutenant-Governor 
of Honan. Let K'ing Yü succeed 
him as Judicial Commissioner of Shensi. 
(N.B.-K'ing Yu was $'U Yin or Civil 
Governor of Sheng-kinguntil the decease of 
theMilitary GovernorTslungShih inDecem- 
ber last, when he was recalled to Peking.) 

Dec. 16th.-(1) A Decree. Let Leb 
Fang-k'i succeed to the post of Lieutenant- 
Governor of Kwnngsi. Let Kung Yih-tlu 
(at present Taotai at Chefoo) succeed hin, as 
Judicial Commissioner of Kiangsu. 

(2) Kwoh-ts'u8n, Governor of 
Sliansi, memorializes denouncing for punisli- 
ment the jail-warden of the F&llg-yang 
district, on the occasion of an act of suicide 
by hangiilg comrnitted by one of the pris- 
oners, under sentence of death, for whose 
safekeeping he is respoiisible. The Board 
is comrnanded to adjudicate a penalty in 
his case. 

(3) The same fnnctionary memorializes, 
refermg to the prevalence of a state of 
famine throughout the Southern half of the 

evidence taken by the local authorities , 
havmg been siibmitted to and revised by 
the Judicial Commissioner of the province, I 
orders for the immediate infliction of capital I b  
punishment at the scene of capture or trial 
may forthwith be issued.-Rescript : Let 
the Board of Punishments take note. 

(4) .Tseng Kwoh-tsuan farther me- . 
morializes dwelling upon the necessity ' 

for assistance in  the of forwarding 
the supplies of grain destined for the 
relief of the famine-stricken districts, and 
mentioning the name of the expectant '' 
Taotai Chu K,i-chao $& 3, who was 
for time the Manager of the Chi??& 
Me'chants' steamh@ C ~ P Q ~ Y  at Tientsin. 
Hav"g been presented in audience this I 
year at the capital, he received credentials 
from the Board of Oivil Office, appointing ! J  

him to the province of Hupeh as an ex- 
' 

pectant Taotai. Whep passing through I 
Tientsin he was deputed by the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang to undertake the 
management of the forwarding oEce at 
pao-ting ; arid subsequently, an 
applicntion on the part of the mernorialist, 
he was transferred to the Hwai-luh office, _ 
where he has rendered great Services in tlie 
forwarding 0f supplies in  concert with the 
expectant Prefect Chang P'eng. As, how- 
ever, he is bound by regulatlon to present 
himself in the province of Hupeh by a fixet3 
date, the memorialist has forwarded to the I 

Governor-General Li Hung-chang the letter 
0f appointment issued to Cliu K'i-cliao by 
the Board of Civil Office, requesting tliat i t  
be senk oflicially to the Governor-General 
0f Hupeh, to be by him returned to the 
Board to be cancelled, the date of receipt 
0f 'the letter in Hupeh being Laken as 
equivalent to tliat 0f the arrival of the 0 ' 
~fficer  in question at  bis post. So soon as 
the famine-relief operations in Shanse are 
concluded, he will proceed to report him- 
self in Hupeh.-Rescripl : It is noted. 

Dec. 17th.-(I) A decree based upon a 
niemorial from the Court of Censors, 
forwarding a complaint lodged by one Kia 

- 
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Yang-t'ai, a native of the metropolitan 
district, who has alleged that his son had 
been murdered, and that the actual perpe- 
tratdr of the crime has been set a t  Liberty. 
The complaint is to the effect that 
appellant's san had been murdered by 
his wife and others,-that the woman, 
on being arraigned fbr trial at the Board 
of Punishments, was encouraged by the 
slight degree of torture applied to refuse 
to confess the truth, and that, after the 

bad bxjen suffered to lie in abeyance 
for upwards of a year, the Board had set 
au  the parties free. I n  view of the gravity 
of the circumstances alleged, it  is com- 
manded, hereupon, that the accused persons 
and witnesses be brought before the Board 
and subjected to a stringent examiiiation, 
to the end that the truth may without fail 
be elicited, and a sentence pronounced 
thereupon according to law. 

(2) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the Court of Censors, forwarding a com- 
plaint lodged by Lin Tai-she, widow of an 
official of the province of Fuhkien, alleging 
that on her Bon, Lin Wen-ming, having been 
made the victim of a false accusation by 
one Lin Ying-she, the official deputy named 
Ling Ting-kwoh had endeavoured to extort 
money from him, and, failing in this 
attempt, had entrapped him into his hands 
and had unlawfully compassed his death. 
For eight years this wrong had rernained 
unredressed, andnotwithstanding allappeals 
for justice, the guilty party has not been 
brought to trial. I n  this case, a complaint 
was lodged at Peking in October, 1871, on 
behalf of the present appellant, and the 
provincial government was commanded by 
resoript to take action in the matter. I n  
March, 1876, the complainant lodged a 
renewed appeal at Peking, upon which 
orders were issued to the provincial govern- 
ment to institute a stringent enqiiiry. I n  
October last, a report was received from the 
Governor-General Ho King, stating that 
the case had not yet been woiind up. After 
so many years liave already elapsed, the 
proceedings cannot be allowed to drag on 
indefinitely. I n  order tliat it niay be 
positively ascertained whether, in reality, 
Lin Wen-riiing met his death by a wrongfiil 
act, the Governor-General and Governor of 
Fuhkien are cornmanded to cause the parties 
and documents relating to this case to be 
brought before them, and to institute a 
searching investigation for'the establisliment 
of the actual facts. (For a statement of 

- the particulars of this case, in which Li  
Ch'ao-t'an~, at present Customs' Taotai a t  
Tientsin, Ginvoived, See Gazette of March 
30th, 1870.) 

(3) A Decree. Let Fang Ju-yi 

3 B succeed to the post of I n t e n ~  
ant of the Teng-Lai-Ts'ing c i r c i ~ i t j . ~ .  
Taotai at Chefoo. @.B.-Fang Ju-yih ia 
orie of the senior Clerks of the Tarnen of 
Foreign Mairs.) I 

(4 arid 5) Memorials from Ts&ng ~ ~ ~ h -  
ts'uan, Governor of Xliansi, reporting the 
dispersion of the band of mounted brigands 
who had lately been infesting the coiintry 
to the westward of Pao-t'ow Chen, arid thc 
capture of their ringleader. The numbel 
of these disturbers of tlie peace was about 
600, including professional highwaymen, 
disbanded braves, etc., and the troops spnt 
against them had completely routed them, 
with heavy loss. I n  an action fought in 
the middle of November, after several minor 
engagements, 37 of the brigands were killed 
on the spot, 11 were taken prisoners and 
put to death, and 113 horses and mules, 
with miich spoil in the way of swords, 
spears, flags, and foreign guns, fell into the 
hands of the victors. The late leader of 
the band was subseqiiently ~vertaken and , 
captured. H e  gave his name as Ts'ao 
Hung-chao, and an being questioned stated 
that he was 22 years of age, and that a 
month previously, whilst on his way with 
some horses for sale to a certain point, he 
fell in with some disbanded braves who 
stated that they had assembled a band of 
followers which they invited him to join. 
H e  did so, and was elected by the whole ' 
band as their chief.-The memorial con- 
cludes with recommendations of the officers 
who have distingiiished themselves on this 
occasion. I n  a postscript, the measures 
taken to increase the number of troops id 
tlie iieighbourhood in question are detailed 

Dec. 18th.-(1) A decree in answer to : 
memorial from the Assistant Reader of the 
Han-lin College, Chang P'ei-lun, who has 
pointed oiit that the langiiage employed by 
the Governor of Shensi in the explanations 
subniitted by him (see Gazette of 11th inst.) 
is of a reprehensible nature, and has, 
solicited that a reprimand be administered 
to him. On receipt of complaints from 
notables of the province in question, 
alleging shortcomings on the part of 
T'an Chung-lin, the Governor aforesaid 
in dealing with the condition 0f rtffairb 
produced by droiight, We issued a decree 
callirig upon him, in any particulam in 
which the charges might be true, to amehd , 

his action, and where they might be 
devoid of foiindation, t-o uae redoubled 
efforts in the discharge of his duty. The 
explanation subsequently laid before Us 
by T'an Chung-lin was not u n s a t i s f a c t ~ ~ '  



and, with the knowledge already possessed 
by the Sovereign of the activity displayed 
by the Governor aforesaid, a Special honoiir 
was accorded in the issue of a piiblic decree, 
:alling upon him to conduct the measures 
~dopted for the relief of distress in such 

wise as to shew himself worthy of the 
trust 'reposed in him, without calling 
him strictly to account for the expres- 
sions used in his memorial. On perusal, 
now, of Chang P'ei-lun's observations, 
that the Governor aforesaid has permitted 
himself to adopt a disputatious tone in 
his reply, with much that is reprehen- 
sible in the language he uses, for which 
reason it  is solicited that he be reprimanded : ' lest an opening be given to a haughty 
spirit of insubordination, commands are 
now laid upon the Governor aforesaid that 
he attend henceforward to his duties with an 
earnest mind. and devote himself with all 

instead of releasing them, caused W.@& 
twenty or twenty-five of the public, 
had come to witness~ the trial, to be flogged< 
As a remlt of this proceeding, an 6 ~ e u + , ~  
was excited, his yamdn was mobbed, arid 
the shops of the place were closed by com- 
mon accord. For conduct so disgraceful 
and so much opposed to the public liking, 
the offlcial in question is dismissed the 
public service with sentence of perpetuai 
excliision. * 

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from the Governor of Nnanhwei. who has 
impcached a departnieit and 'a district 
Mazistratc for ~nisa»vropriatioris of revenue 

L A  - 
colgcted by them. I n  one Oase the amount 
claimed as due is Taels 18,600 and odd, 
and in the other Taek 3,600 and odd. 
The defaiilters arrc? stripped of their rank, 
and proceedings are ordered to be b k e n  
mainst them. 

thoroughneaa to the accomplishment of / O(3) Yen Eng-ming, the apecid High 
whatever relates to the functions of povern- Oornmissioner amointed to su~erintend the, 
ment and the proper control of his Gbordi- 
nates, without indulging in the slightest 
degree, to the inevitable detriment of hjs 
official trust, in sallies of temper. 

(2 and 3) The Court of Censors memori- 
a+e forwarding the two following appeals, 
V12 :- 

a. From a native of Chehkiang, named 
Hii Shun-kow, complaining of depredations 
committed with the sanction of their com- 
manding officer by a body of irregulw 
troops. (See GaseMe of 1st inst.) 

b. From a lady of official position of the 
province of Honan, complaining of the 
imprisonment of her husband with a view 
to extortion. 

Referred in the iisual manner. 
Dec. 19th.-No documents of importance. 
Dec. 20th.-(1) A decree based iipon a 

meniorial from the Governor-General of 
Fuh-kien, etc., who htw impeached Charig 
Kin-kien, Magistrate of the Lo-yuan dis- 
trict, near Foochow, and solicited his dis- 
missal from the public service in perpetiiity. 
The official in  question is acciised of havirig 
deposited siiins of money in a local casli- 
shop, with the object of niaking a profit 
out of exchange, of endeavouring to extort 
a penalty from one of his tax-clerks who 
was in arrears with tlie revenue collection, 
and whose daiighter he tried to force tliis 
individual to surrender to him as a con- 
cubine. I t  is farther alleged against him 
that on payinent of the arrears owing being 
made to him by the defaulter's son, the 
documents tendered in payment proving to 
be notes issued by his own cash-sliop, he 
summoned the whole of the persons em- 
ployed in the shop for an enquiry, and 

famine-relief o$iations in ~ G n s i ,  memori- 
alizes submitting a Statement of his pere- 
grinations and of bhe measures he has 
adopted to inform the population of the 
Imperial bounty and to guard, through the 
agency of notifications plentifully displayed, 
against malpractices on the part of official 
underlings and tarr-collectors. H e  is work- 
ing in perfect accord with the provincial 
Governor, Tseng Kwoh-ts'üan. 

(4) Shdn Pao-chdng, Governor-General 
of the two Kiarig provinces, reverently sub- 
mits to the Sacred Glance a memorial drawn 
up in obedience to the decree oommand- 
ing that the question of prohibiting the 
use of opium be taken into consideration ; 
in which, as a preliminary measure, he 
impeaches certain offlcials nho have become 
contaminated with &he vice: to the end 
that tlie conduct of those who sliould serve 
as an example to others may be diily regu- 
lated, aiid the growth of moral infliiences 
stimulated. H e  woiild premise by observ- 
ing tliat the evil wrouglit by opium 
is a fact of wliich, at tlie outset, almost 
every one was conscious ; and the recogni- 
tion of an existing evil implies tlie cherish- 
ing of a hope for the time when the stain 
can be brushed away and the flaw removed. 
In  other words, tlie eiiemy once clearly 
distiriguished as siich, he may be over- 
thrown. Since, however, the practice has 
become widely prevalent, that which was 
at one time considered a deadly poison has 
now come to be looked upon as any ordinary 
article of food, such as tea or rice. Habit 
has sanctioned its use, and tlie right feel- 
ing whicli loathes and abliors it has weli- 
nigh vanished from existence. Whera 
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W v i d u a l s  of the lower orders fall victims 
&i the practice, their conduot is bewailed 
by parents, wives, and children, who, In 
their powerlessness $0 resirct the tendency 
of those belonging t o  them, look to the 
action of Government for repremion or ex- 
hortation. If, nevertheless, the official 
body i&eIf ie found, yithout distinction of 
pmmq to  be carried qway by the  stream, 
thea, w w t  thow in authority are restrained 
from, e-s&g ~ a p p r o v a l  by a sense of 
&h& - &.o&oming, it  is not to be ex- 

ctea that the m e s  beneath them will 
e s&&e tban bold and reckless in  their F3" 

condwt. Even though the exhortations 
£hat prooeed from the loving regard of the 
$mred One be ever so earnest, the practice 
wiu have egtablished itself unassailably. 
Your servant would submit that in the 
s a e  way as when a man's entire body is 
attacked by disease, the first objects to 
which the administration of remedies must 
be direoted are the points of vital im- 
portance. I t  is by dealing with the in- 
ward Organs that the extremities may be 
gradually restored. The official body being 
establ?shed aa an example for the people 
genewlly, it follows that whilst some 
excuse rnay be made on behalf of 
individual members of the population, 
nho  look [upon prohibitions] as an empty 
form, on the ground that their trans- 
gression is unintentional and due to 
ignorante ; in the case of officials, on the 
other hand, who attain their advancement 
through study of the laws, it  is a manifest 
duty to be diligent in upholding their own 
integrity. If, on the contrary, those who 
make a career of the profession of arms 
and those, no less, who choose the study 
of literature as their means of advancement, 
are dike found among the number who 
fall victims to the practice, and who drift 
6n without knowing whither they are being 
borne away, then, indeed, unless the action 
of the law be sei in  motion from above, and 
exemplary punishment befall the few as a 
warning to the many, it were idle to expect 
that admonitions, addressed though they 
might be, daily, to the assembled people of 
the Empire, would be productive of other 
result than provoking taunts from the 
greater number. 

Moreover, once deeply impregnated with 
the poison of opium, it must infallibly be 
the case that lthe victim's] resolution is 
undermined, and his physical strength 
abated. every action becomes degraded, 
arid he suffers injury without end. When 
his Majesty haa not disdained, in his desire 
to p M  the conduct of the officers of Gov- 
ernrnent, to cry out with a loud voice to 

arouse [his siibjects] to a sense of the&~a,af 
dition, were his servants to s h a  twffe 
dread of incurring odium from g i h g u w 4  
ance to their Sentiments, how shoula they 
endure, in  the night-watches, the respone$ 
of an awakened conscience 1 

I 
To subject now to punishment, in the 

ikst instance, those individuals respecting 
whom all voicesare agreed in theirverdict, M 
remains to  be stated that LiiiHien, Taota;i of 
the Intendancy of Eiwai-ngan andYang-chow 
-Tu Wen-lan, an expectant TaotG-Li 
TB-p'o, Magistrate holding appointment I 
to the Suh-ts'ien district,-and the ex- 
pectant district Magistrates Ts6ng Shao-h& 
and Li Ch'eng, are individuals of whom it 
is a matter of comrnon notoriety that they 
are contaminated with the vice, and a X+ 
quest must be submitted that upon these 
6ve individuals Your Majesties wiil be 
pleased to infiict immediate deprivation of 
their official rank, by way of warning to 
their fellows. As for the rest, those whose 
personal appearance gives ground for sus- 
picion, impeachment shall hereafter follow 
on evidence being obtained by the farther 
enquiry that shall be instituted. l n  the 
case of those who take warning and who 
actually reform their conduct, it would 
seem that the past rnay be condoned ; but 
if the habit be still persevered in, though it 
were to be in  the case of individuals distin- 
guished by the most conspicuousabilities and 
attainments, Your servant wodd still not 
venture to  shew a leaning in their favour. 
To do this were to encourage the continu- 
ance of a practice that would become a%. 
irreparable as the form of the once sub- 
sided billow, By following the Course of 
action indicated, it  may be possible to  
remove ground of complaint on the part of 
the lower orders, and to stimulate measures 
of active rnoral reform. 

As regards the practice of opium-sm0kb.g 
I 

on the part of the soldiery, both of 
Banner and the Chinese forces, f t  i.W 
itself a violation of military law, arid 
servant will exert everp effort, in c0nW6 
tion with the General-in-chief of the B*' 
ner troops at  Nanking, the D~~wWF- 
General 6f the Grain Transportation 00 
the provincial Covernor, m d  the 
Brigade-Generals, as also the Generals 
Brigade-Generals of the various ~l 'Wb& 
cornmands, toward taking the m@%8W%@ 
which are called for with the object, of 
storing implicit obedience and.preven- fX 
spread of the evil habit. H e  a m w & f  
gubmits the present memord> ek., eto,' 
For  rescript see Gazette of 2nd f i ~ e m b r - ~  
(N.B.-The present is the first oefem~& 
which has been made in the Grnetbe 9 tii'(t' 



memorial forwarded from England by the 
envoy Kwoh on the subject of opiurn- 
smoking and the cultivation of the poppy, 
a translatiorl of which, from the text as ': piiblished in the Chinese newspapers, ap- 
peared ,in print in  August last. The 
laboured and pedantic tone of the Governur- 
General's memorial indicates a design of 
treating this qiiestion on a different footing 
from ordinary public business, and rather 
to improve the occasion from a moralist's 
point of view.) 

Dec. 21st.-(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from Wu Yüan-ping, Governor 
of Kiangsu, who has represented that a 
habit has grown up of late ariiong officials ' when placed in mourning tlirough the deatli 
of a parent, and who are bound by law to 

- return to their native homes to observe the 
restrictive rites, of lingering about the 
capital of the province in which they have 
either held siibstantive office or have been 
on the expectant list, with the object of 
intriguing for employnient on Special com- 
missions or other temporary fnnctions. This 
practice is stated to have become established 
ras a regular habit, and scandaloiis it is in 
the extreme. For the future, the high 
authorities of all the provinces are com- 
manded to maintain a stringent surveillance 
over all officials within their jurisdiction, 
whether holding Substantive office or on 
the expectant list, and, in  the event of 
any such continuing to linger about the 
provincial capital, to compel them to return 
to  their family homes. I n  the event of 
any such being found to have merely sent a 
relative in their stead, and to have falsely 
reported their return to their home, upon 
which they apply for the despatch enabling 
thern to resume their official position at 
the expiry of the pePod of mourning, they 
are forthwith to be rigorously impeached, 
to the end that the rule of conduct to be 
observed by the official body may be ob- 
served in its integrity, and conformity be 
shewn to the establiahed system of regula- 
tions. The Boards concerned are ordered : take note hereof. 

(2) Ch'ung How, acting Governor-Gen- 
I oral of Shengking, memorializes with 
n . reference to the rank to be assigned to the 
C new territorial authoritv established in the 

region lately brought &der administrative 
control on. the eastern border. The late 
acting Military Governor, Ts'ung Shih, had 
proposed to convert the T'ing or independ- 
ent sub-prefecture of Ch'ang-t'u B@ 

.into a E;lu or Prefecture, ahd to establish 
under the jurisdiction of its Superior officer 
certain sub-prefects (t'zc?agp'am) and depart- 

I ment and district Magistrates ; and the I 

- - - 
[Dzc. 20-M. 

present memorialist had proposed cerMa 
modifications in extension of the original 
scheme, embracing the appointment of an 
additional sub-prefect and of officers of 
instruction and civilian subordinates. ~ h ,  
Board of Civil Office had subsequentiy 
objected that an officer of the rank of 
t'tmq p'aqs could not, in c o n f o r d y  with 
regiilation, be placed under the jurisdiction 
of a Prefect, and a modification in the plan 
proposed was called for. I t  is now conse- 
qiiently proposed that the Ch'ang-t7u T'ing 
shall be advanced to the status of a Pu or 
Prefecture, and that the present acting 
sub-Prefect, Chao Show-pih by name, a 
native of Chihli, aged 56, who is pronoiinced 
a man of exceptional merit, be promoted 
to the rank of Prefect as first incumbent 
of the new office. I t  is proposed, addition- 
ally, in order to  remove tlie objection 
pointed out by the Board, that tlie 
sub-Prefecture of F+g-hwa be convei-ted 
into a district, the inciimbent having at  
the same time the rank of Li Sl~e T w ~ g -  
che, or Prefectural Commissary, confer- 
red upon him, which will enable him to 
exercise control over the Mongol as welI 
as the Chinese population. The establish- 
ment of an additional district, iinder the 
name of Hwai-teh Hien @ 1% #$, com- 
pletes the series of proposals. The Boards 
concerned are directed to consider and 
report hereupon without delay. (See Gazette 
of April 5th.) 

Dec. 22nd.-The Qovernor-General and 
Governor of Fuhkien memorialize sub- 
mitting a statement of the revenue derived 
in that province from salt, in  connection 
with recommendations for promotion on 
behalf of the officials engaged in the col- 
lectorate. They represent that on a decision 
having been arrived at  in 1865, to substitute 
for the ancient gabelle system that of dis- 
tribution under licenses SB, i t  was 
decreed that the total amount collected 
during the &st experimental period, under 
the three heads of regular duty, waste- 

allowance, and lekin 8 2 B, 
namely, Taels 405,000 kiid odd, should be 
regarded as the annual Standard amount of 
levy ; commendation to be accorded in the 
case of the full amount being raised, and 
penalties adjudged in the contrary event. 
By a subsequent arrangement, the lekim on 
salt for the Prefecture of Ting-chow, for 
which no regulation amount was h e d ,  was 
left to be included in the " surplus cvllec- 
tion " accounts ; and furthermore, in  con- 
sideration of the difficulties under which 
the 23 salt-agencics of the Prefecture of 



In  18'75 . . . .... . . . . .. . .... Taels 33,314 
, In  L876 ..... . . . . . . .. .. . .. „ 36,037 
A list of the officials to whose activi 

provinoe up to the proportion of 80 
, qent, of the total 8m0Unt leviable, 

intimidating the local authorities f 
making any representations of the 
state of affairs. It is aleged, in p 





tion to the block of promotion in OOmw 
tion with graduates who have *en H- 
degrees, and who, after passing their 
examinations, become entitled, mor&g 
to the most admirable regulation a p p l i a s  
in their case, to appointment, in the Order 
of their merit, either to posts in wnnection 
with the Hanlin College, to s e o r e t q a p r r  
of the Boards, or to the office of 
Magistrate. Of late, however, as r e g m b  
the office of secretary to the Boards, the 
number of expectants has ranged from 8 
maximum of several hundreds to a minimum 
which does not fall short of from one to 
two hundred individuals in the case of 
each department. When to this Comes 
to be added the number who are placed on 
the roster through patronage (recommenda- 
tion), purchase, and acceleration of nomina- 
tion or seledion, the result is that from 
ten to twenty years is the time required to  
obtain appointment to a given post. This 
is the case even in connection with the 
Board of Civil Office, where appointment 
goes by selection. It follows, consequently, 
that the candidate whose name is recorded 
in the prirne of life is a greybeard before 
he attains to subordinate office, and hae 
one foot in the grave before he rises to a 
superior post. The memorialist recurs in 
terms of approval to the system in force 
under the T'ang and Sung dynasties, when 
graduates at  the literary examinations were 
appointed forthwith to subordinate civilian 
offices, in which they had an opportunity 
of familiarizing themselves with public 
duties and gaining an insight into mattere 
which concern the ~ o p u l a r  interest. The 
example of antiquity is one which specially 
commends itself to the lettered class ; and 
the advantage of bringing officials into im- 
mediate oontact with the af fa i re  of the people 
is clear. Graduates of the tsin-aha CI.-, 
who reeeive norninations to metropollt&n 
rank, are dlowed to exchange these for 
positions as district Magistrate ; arid those 
who are placed upon the roster to aw+& 
selection at Peking are also 'permitted to 
apply, in  lieu of this, to be allotted to 
provincial staffs forthwith. I t  i~ o b '  in 
the case of the Hanlin Bachelors rmminat+d 
to secretaryships of the Boards, tbf  no 
modificationhas heretofore beensanceioned 3, 
and it is requested that the d~irnbi1it.y ~f 
introducing a change in this respwt map 
be taken into consideration.-Refefied by 
rescript to the Board of C i d  0% f o ~  
report. 

(2) The Governor of Nganhwei mem- 
lises, leporting the completion of thf 
building works undertaken in ~ m k e & l Q  
with the reestablishment of the awbq 

$piasion of enquiry i n  Honan, concluding 
their report with reference to  the conduct 
of the incriminated officiab. See Gazette 
of 14th inst. 

(5 Tsün K'i, Superintendent of Customs 
a t  0 anton, reports in  a postscript memo- 
rial, the measures he has adopted with 
a view to render duly efficient the super- 
Vision which it behoves him to exercise 
over the outstations of his department. 
His predecessors in  office have never, 
heretofore, persondly visited the outports 
of the prouince ; but in his own case, the 
injunctions laid upon him by their Sacred 
Majesties as he  was taking his departure 
from Peking, to  let his vigilante be all- 
embracing, are engraven upon the tablets 
of his heart, and he will reverently observe 
thein in his conduct. Of late, moreover, 
the receipts of opium duties at  the six 
stations at  Hongkong and Macao have 
shewn a continuous decline, to such an 
extent, indeed, that the revenue does not 
sufllce to meet the appropriations ordered 
to be supplied from it ; and a study of the 
causes of this falling-OE leads to the con- 
clusion that smuggling cannot fail to be 
rife. Again, within ten or Bteen years 
after the opening of the port of Ch'ao-chow 
F u  (Swatow) to foreign trade, the port of 
Pakhoi has now additionally been thrown 
Open ; and although the regulations adopted 
there have been based uoon those in force 
at Swatow, yet in mattem relating to foreign 
intercourse it is eminently desirable that 
careful consideration be employed to ensure 
the absence of all flaw in the arrangements 
adopted, and to suit the measures taken to 
local requirements. The memorialist had 
it  in view, accordiugly, to proceed, in  the 
Course of tlie month of November, taking 
with him his seal of office, on a tour of 
inspection to Swatow, and to avail himself 
of the opportunity of visiting the various 
opium duty stations of Hongkong, as well 
as the difPerent coast-ports, after wkich 
he would return to Canton to attend 
to current business. After the New 
Year, it was his intention to proceed 
in the Same manner to K'iung-chow and 
Pakhoi. He promises that he will ex- 
amine into everything with careful atten- 
tion, and, whilst he will on no account 
venture to  indulge in rash innovations, he 
will at the Same time equally refrain froin 
neglecting his duty in  a spirit of supine 
adherence to routine. After completing his 
tour of inspection, he will submit a farther 
report for the information of their Maj- 
esties.-Rescript : It is noted. 

Dec. 2'7th.-(I) A memorial from the 
Censor P6ng She-ch'ang, who soiicits atten- 



Rouse at Wuhu, the total cost of which has 
been Tls. 49,915. 

Dec. 28th.-(Abstracts of memorials.) 
Liu Kw'eri-yih, Governor-General of the 
Two Kwang, etc., has reported the follow- 
ing remittances to Pekiiig, viz :-On account 
of the biiildiiigs of the Grand Tablet Hall 
at the Imperial Mausolea, Tls. 20,000 ; on 
accoiint of the Mausolea in Course of con- 
struction for the Empresses Regent, Tls. 
40,000 ; on account of the supplies for the 
pay of the troops, etc., at the capital, Tls. 
40,000 ; on account of the reserve fund of 
the Board of Revenue, Tls. 40,000 ; and on 
account of the Mausoleiim of the late 
Emperor, Tls. 20,000. 

(1) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, etc., inemorializes reporting the 
amounts which have been raised as con- 
tribntions toward the requirements of 

. fanune-relief in that proviiice, under the 
regulations to which the Imperial sanction 
has been given. Tlie contributions collected 
up to the end of April last Iiave already 
been reported (see Gazette of June 30th, 
1877) ; and the following statement now 
remains to be made of the amounts 
additionally collected, viz., in silver, 
Tls. 52,115.4.0.1., in Tientsin nominal cash, 
computedat 3,600perTae1, Tls. 11,753.9.3.8; 
in maize, pls. 5,690.5.4., eqiiivalent, at the 
rate of Tl. 1.8 per picul, to Tls. 10,115.1.8.0; 
in Barbadoes' rnillet, pls. 711.1.6.5., equiv- 
alent, at the rate of Tl. 1.5 per picul, to 
Tls. 1,066.7.4.7. The aggregate amount is 
Th. 75,050.2.6.5 (in addition to the 
Tls. 214,344.7 collected to the end of April); 
and the whole is accounted for under the 
head of contributions supplied to meet the 
requirements of the famine expenditure 
dating from 1876. Lists of the contributors 
are submitted, with requests for the issue 
of appropriate rewards. 

(2) Although not yet published in the 
official Gaaette, the memorial reporting the 
advance of the Chinese expeditionary force 
to Kuchd, in Kashgaria, to which the Decree 
publislied on tlie 4th instant relates, 
is included here, in order to bring it with- 
in the record of the current year. I t  is as 
follows :- 

Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General of 
Hansuh, &C., Geiieralissimo for the cain- 
paign in Turkestan, memorializes reporting 
the advance of the army for the reconquest 
of Kashgaria (Sirt Kiang Nan Lu), the 
reöccupation of Karashhr and Knchd, and 
the further pursuit of tlie enemy with the 
object of effecting the capture of tlie city 
of Aksu, in addition to which tlie measiires 
taken with reference to the communications 
in the rear are likewise set forth. Having 

received some time ago, in  answer to  
memorial presented, the Imperial corlimande 
directiilg him, in accordance with his pro- 
posal that an advance should be made with 
the f i s t  commencement of autumn (i.e., 
about the middle of August), when 
supplies sliould have been brouglit up in 
suecient quantity, to give the requisite 
orders to this effect, instructions vere 
accordingly issued to the various divisional 
commaiiders. A report has now come to 
hand from Liu Kin-t'ang, Taotai of the Si- 
ning Intendancy in Eansuh, decorated with 
the order of the Bat'wru with the title 
B'ajulingah, a brevet Financial Commis- 
sioner, and Commander-in-chief of the army 
in the field, stating as follows :- 

"On the 25th August, General T'ang 
Jen-ho was sent forward from T'oksun, as 
a preliminary step to occupy Subashi and 
Agha BulA ; arid on the 7th September, the 
Brigade-Generals Tung Fuh-siang and 
Charig Tsun were despatched at  the head of 
three ying of infantry (probably about 1,200 
to 1,500 men in all) to advance by way of 
Agha BulB, Sang-shu Yüan (mulberry 
garden), Kumush, Yü-shu Kow (elm ravine), 
Sing Sing Tsze, and Usha Tal, with instruc- 
tion to construct fortif?edposts, and tohalt on 
reaching K'ü-hwei. General Chang Ch'un- 
fah, in addition, was ordered to make his way 
with the force under his command by the 
footpaths along the Ila lake to rendezvous 
with Chang T s m  at  K'ü-hwei. Both these 
detachments were to hau1 supplies of fuel 
with them, and to Open out watering-places, 
making preparations stage by stage for the 
Progress of the main body of the army. 
On the 27th September, Liu Kin-t'ang gave 
orders for a general advance of the infantry 
column along the rnainroad, proceeding 
hirnself by the bye-paths at  the head of 
the cavalry, and on the 2nd October the 
entire force had reached the rendezvous at  
K'ü-hwei. I t  was ascertained that on the 
24th September a body of the enemy's 
horse, about a hundred strong, had 
approached the place, and on seeing 
the array of our troops had turned 
tail and dashed away. On the 3rd 
October, Generals P u  Hu-ngen and Hwang 
Wan-peng, a t  the head of fourteen 
ying (say ~boi i t  6,000 men) of horse and 
foot, marching by way of Usha Tal, skirted 
Lake Bosteng, and advanced westwards, 
leaving Kur@ behind tliem, with tlie objecb 
of serving as aflanking force ; whilst themain 
body advanced on the 5th October, headed 
by Liu King-t'ang, along the high road in 
the direction of the river Kai-tu (Kaidii.) 
The soiirces of tliis river descend from the 
slopes of the T'ie3 Xlian, their combined 

4 



B~lume flowing southwardly between Kurle 
ctnd KarashBr, and falling eventually 
' ito Lake Bosteng. This is the sheet of 
rater known in ancient times as the Yew 

Tseh $@'J :@. The rebel leader Bayen 
H u  bad dammed up the course of the river 
Kaidu from the west bank near KarashBr, r in. Order to  obstruct the advance of the 
a-Y, the inundation thus occasioned 
s p r e d n g  over the face of the coiintry 
for a distance of something like 100 li. 
On this being reached by Liu Kin-t'ang's 
farces, he sent cavalry forward to try the 
depth, when it was found that in the 
deepest parts the water was over a man's 
head, and that even in the shallowest it  
came up to the horses' cruppers. On the 
following day, abandoning the lake road, 
the force advanced in the direction of the 
alkaline plains, until, after marcking 60 or 
70 li, its Progress was barred by a stream, 
the depth of which was found to be 

, a chang and upwards. The troops were I ordered t a  swim across, and the winding 
track leading toward the alkaline plains 
was again followed. A march of about 120 
li brought the troops to  the east bank of the 
river Kaidu, where five yinq of horse and 
foot were detailed to construct a bridge and 
dam to stop the flow of the waters from 
the upper course of the stream, and a cart- 
road was constmcted along the track fol- 
lowed in crossing the alkaline plains. On 
the 7th October (i.e., only two days after 
leaving the f i s t  rendezvous at Ku-hwei), 
Liu Kin-t'ang entered the city of Karashhr, 
where he found the place flooded to a depth 
of several ch'ih, official residences and 
private dwellings having alike been iitterly 
destroyed, and the Turki-Miissulman popu- 
lation having been compelled by Bayen 
E u  to follow the movements of his force. 
The few remnants of the people left hehind 
had taken refuge in the mountains, and 
were afraid to  come forth. Liu Kin-t'ang 
ordered the Mongol noble Oha-hi-telkh to 
move up as quickly as possible some 
hundreds of the families of his tribe, in 
order to occupy this point on the line 
of march, and on the 8th he advanced 
with some Mongo! guides to sound the 
depth of the river. The expedition 
orossed to the other side in light march- 
ing order, swept down by the ciirrent 
in its flow, and found the country un- 
inhabited, all the dwellings having been 

I burnt down. On the 9th October the 
- Karka Aman ravine was crossed, and the 

advanced guard of cavalry now suddenly 
came across a band of some hundred of 
the enemy's horae, which made a daah 

obliquel~ i n  front of them. The 
pur~iied them at full speed, and captnred 
arid beheaded some 10 or 15 On the 
bringing in two prisoners dive. These 
men were dressed in the costume of the 
Kokandis (lit., the barbarians of Ngan, iae., 
Andijan), but they turned out to be Shensi 
M~ssulmans. Their Statement was to the 
effect that, SO soon as the autumn crops bad 
been got in, ,Bayen H u  had compelled 
the Turki inhabitants to collect the whole 
of the produce at Kuch6. On receiving 
news of the advance of the invading force, 
he required the whole population to fall 
back with liim, and the timidity of these 
people is siich that they did not venture t o  
disobey his command. The prisoiiers them- 
selves had been sent out as scouts. On 
their examiuation being concluded, they 
were forthwith beheaded. I n  the course 
of this day, the force under General Yü- 
ng6n and his associate also came up by a 
side r o d  and entered the town of Kurle, 
which was found a mere desert waste sur- 
rounded by its walls, without a sign of 
inhabitants. The supplies for the march 
being exhaiisted, and the cart and camel 
train from the rear not having come up, 
no provisions were forthcoming for the 
troops, bilt on the soldiers being set to 
work by Liu Kin-t'ang to dig in search of 
buried stores, several tens of thousand 
catties' weight were discovered. Supplies 
were at the Same time ordered up with all 
speed from the dep6ts in the rear, and 
officials were at the Same time appointed 
to gather in  the refugee Mussulman 
population. The above is an outline of the 
facts connected with the reöccupation of 
KarashBr and Kur16 on the 7th and 9th 
October. 

Having ascertained that the rebel leader 
Bayeri Hu, on finding that the Turki ~opula -  
tion in the neighbourhood of Ts'edayar and 
Yangi-Xar, together with the Mussulman im- 
migrants from Uriimtsi and Turfan, hadnot 
completely abandoned this tract of countr~r, 
but had returned to Yangi-Sm to 
off the inhabitants by force, Liu Kin-t'ang 
chose a body of troops consistiw of 1,500 
picked men of the infantry and 1,000 of h i ~  
most efficient horsemen, at the head of whom I 

he pushed on in advance of the amY, 
leaving the Taotai Lo Ch'ang-~eo to fouow 
in command of the remainder of th0 fome 
and bringing up the baggage train- B~ 
march of 170 li he reached Kurch'u On the 
16th October, and a march of 160 li On the 
following day brought him to TS'eda~w- 
Here he learnt that within t h ~  last of ' 
two Bayen H u  had driven Off the whole of ' 

the Turki population from 



T'. 

towards Bugar. He at once gave orders to 
the leading squadron to cook some food, 
and Setting out at the second watch (about 
9 p.m.), he marched a distance of 80 li to 
Yangi-Sar. Here nothing was to be seen 
but the sky lighted up with the flames of 
burning villages, without a sign or sound 
of life ; and it was plain that the rebels, 
on evacuating the place, had applied 
the torch in d directions. The troops 
of the rearguard were set to work to 
arrest the coaflagration, and the advance 
was continued with the leading squadron 
until, after marching a distance of 100 li, 
Bugar was reached. It was now about 
noon, and intelligence was received to the 
effect €hat a force of about a thousand of 
the enemy's horse was drawn up in front 
of the Mussulman villages. The cavalry 
under Hwang Wan-p'Bng advanced to the 
attack, whereupon the enemy, encouraged 
by the smallness of their numbers, rushed 
forward boldly against them. They were 
encountered, however, by a body of in- 
fantry which advanced iinder the command 
of Hwang Pah-t'sui, and the horsemen were 
driven back. Following up this success, 
our troops pursued the retiring enemy, 
killing and bcheading upwards of 100 of 
their number, and taking some ten or a 
dozen prisoners. The pursuit was main- 
tained for a distance of more than 10 li to 
the westward of the place, where a halt 
was called, the troops having already 
marched 200 li  that day. The prisoners 
stated that the family of Bayen H u  had 
passed through this ten days previously, 
escorted by 2,000 of the boldest of the 
rebels, and that Bayen H u  himself had 
caused the whole of the inhabitants of this 
traot of country, as well as the Chinese 
Mussulmans (Dungans) forced away from 
Urumts'i, Hami, and Turfan, and the 
Mongols carried off from Karaslidr, to 
move on in the direction of Kuche. The 
body of horse with which the engagement 
had taken place, they stated, was the rear- 
guard of the rebel force. At dawn on 
the 16th October* the leading squadron, 
after a march of 40 li, came in sight 
of a column of horse. and foot several 
tens of thousands in number, but 
on reconnoitering with glasses, i t  was 
perceived that only about a thousand of 
these were armed men. The remainder 
were a confused throng escorting aged 
persons or leading children, and driving 
carts and oxen, and it  was evident that 
- - 

* Sic in original though there would appear to b0 
aome mbtake in &e data aa the events 01 the 10th 
10th of 9th moon) havs been recorded above. 

these were the captives who had been forced 
away. Liu Kin-t'ang gave the order that d 
witharms in their handsshould be beheaded, 
but that all others should be spared; 
and causing the advance to be sounded 
irnmediately, the combined force marched 
forward. The enemy, abandoning the 
column of prisoners, retired, but drew up 
a mile or two further on and offered battle, 
whereupon our troops charged valiantly 
against them, and the enemy made a hur- 
ried retreat. Camp waspitched this day at 
Arpa T'ai. The Mussulman prisoners were 
sent back by Liu Kin-t'ang in charge of an 
officer, to  be distributed as might be found 
most feasible in the neighbourhood of 
Bugar and Yangi-Sar ; and on the 17th Liu 
Kin-t'ang marched as far as T'ornai, whence 
he despatched a body of horse to scour the 
surrounding villages and ascertain whether 
any of the enemy were qtill lurking aboiit 
them. Some prisoners were taken in the 
act of endeavonring to break from their 
hiding places, and from them it was ascer- 
tained that Bayen H u  had on this very 
day fallen back upon KuchB. About ten 
thousand of the Mongols and Mussulmans 
who had been forced away from their 
homes, were found among these villages, 
and on their imploring mercy, with yiteous 
entreaties, Liu Kin-t'ang assured them of 
their safety aud bade them have no further 
alarm. At the fourth watch of the Same 
night (i.e., at  about 2 a.m. of the 18th Octo- 
ber), the march was resumed, and after 
proceeding a distance of 30 li the force 
found itself at no great distance from the 
town of Kuche. The sound of cannon was 
heard, and on a rapid advance being made, 
the country was Seen to be covered with 
several tens of thousands of Turki-Mussul- 
mans in scattered groups. These people 
stated that they were inhabitants of Euch6 
who had refused to follow the rebels west- 
ward. Drawing up his force i n  order of 
battle, and placing himself a t  the head of 
his cavalry in the centre, Liu Sn-t 'ang 
gave the order to advance, and an attack 
made upon both flanks by some 4,000 or 
5,000of the enemy's horse was repulsed with 
considerable loss to the assailants. The 
enemy continued to fight obstinately, how- 
ever, but the infantry under T'an Pah-ts'ui 
moved up to take part in the fight, and 
whilst the engagement was at the hottest, 
the cavalry and infantry reserve threw 
themselves into the fight, Bnd the enemy 
were at  length thoroughly routed. A close 
pursuit was maintained for 40 li, and the 
corpses of the slain lay thickly piled along 
the roadside, the number killed amounting 
to not less than a thousand or upwards. 



AS, fshm tbis westwards, the desert 
nas 60 be .arid it is impossible to 
march without c a r ~ h g -  s ~ g ~ l i e s  of water, 
whilst it was urgently nece&a~P=- 

take meksures for the relief of the Turk* ussul- 
mans of Kuch6, the troops were accordingly 
ordered to fall back upon that place, arid 
the were reässured as to their 
personal safety. The prisoners who had 
been taken stated that the leader, who was 
wounded by a ball during the action fought 
this day, was one of the chiefs of the rebels, 
named Ma-yeo-pu ,G & 5. They 
farther stated that on learnine the near 
approach of the army, Bayen H u  had in 
the first place sent off his family westwards 
under escort, himself bringing up the rear, 
whilst a body of his most desperate adher- 
ents was ordered to compel the mass of the 

opulation to follow his line of march. 
h e n  the advance of our troops made 
itself felt, the Mussulmans refused to go 
any farther ; the enemy had begun jiring 
upon them, inflicting some loss, just as the 
force came up in strength, cauaing the 
rebels' fighting men to abandon their 
prisoners and turn their attention to the 
troops. The prisoners, on being asked 
what was the design of Bayen H u  in com- 
pelling the population to follow in his line 
of march, stated that, from what they had 
heard, the plan of the rebels was in the first 
place to deprive the invading force of all 
aasistance, thus making farther pursuit a 
work of f i c u l t y ,  and secondly to ingratiate 
themselves with the new P'a-hia f$ B 
(quzere, basha?) of Kashgar, Beg Kuli 

$B g, bp delivering this large 
mass of Turki-Mussulmans into his hands. 
Their interrogation concluded, the prisoners 
were beheaded. 

OE the 19th October, Liu Ein-t'ang again 
set  his troops in motion, and by a march of 
180 li, he reached Hoser on the following 
day. From this point he sent off his report, 
htending next to press on to Bai, with the 
objed of advancing thence to reach Aksu, 
arid to use his utmost efforts to attack and 
aestroy the already beaten enemy. On the 
mWzements undertaken by General Chang 
yao for the settlement of matters in  the 
newl~-recovered districts being completed, 
he 4 5 0  would be able to commence his 
-ch by the third week in October. 

On receipt of the above report, the 
*ernor-~eneral Tso proceeds to observe 
&at h u r  is itseif one of the Eight 
Oitie8 of the  Man Lu (Kashgaria), arid 
5nr1e 5 place renowned from of old for 
%he fed*t 0f its soii. On behalf of 

the Mon@ arid Mussulman population 
who bad been compelled to do suit arid 
Service to the rebels, contrary to their 
own inclinations, it  is necessaq t0 insti- 

,tute a Board of Administration, which shall . 
.pro+da means of subsistence arid 
pIies 0f Seed-orn for distribution, arid, 6; ' %, 

their returning to their proper homes, allot 
them to occupations in  the way of agri- 
~~~~~~e and pasturee. The official body 
to be thus constitiited will a t  the Same time 
attend to the laying out of roads, the con- - . 
struction of ferry boats, and the estabfish- 
ment of post-houses, in order to facilitate the - 
movements of trade and travel, arid to ex- 
pedite the transmission of mails. A dia-" 
trict Magistrate aud brevet Sub-prefeot " 
named Hwang E - y ü  and a sub-distriot 1:. , 
Magistrate named Yen T'ing-kwJei have 
been appointed to act as commissioners for 
the Board of Reorganization for the cities 
of Karashar and Kuch6, and have been 
sent forward with a supply of funds to 
make a beginning with the work. As re- 
gards the country in the neighbourhood of 
Agha BulA, although General Chang Yao 
has been written to and requested to at- 
tend to matters there in the course of his 
march, it will be necessary that an officer 
should be placed in special charge of the 
arrangeinents, and for this purpose the 
Taotai and brevet Financial Commissioner 
T'ao Chao-hiung, a t  present in  charge 
of the commissariat transport department 
at  K u  Ch'eng (Guchen), has been ordered 
to proceed witli all despatch to Liu Ein- 
t'ang's head-quarters, and report hirnself for 
duty. The Governor-General proceeds to  
eulogize the rapidity and success with 
which Liu Kin-t'ang, in  the course of s k  
days, had traversed a distance of 900 Ie 
from Kurl6, capturing the two cities 
Karashar and Kuch6, and delivering m a u -  
tudes of the population from the rebel 
yoke. At  Kuchh, moreover, as he re- 
ports, provisions and fodder are forthcom- 
ing in abundante, and purchasea are 
to be made there on better terms at  
Turfan. Thus, not only will the d i f n c ~ l t ~  
and cost of transport be obviated, but 
delays will also be avoided, greatly t o  the 
advantage of the operations in h m d -  The 
G~~ernor-General soficit-3 p e d s i o n  to 
submit lists of recommendation for Pro- 
motion arid honours, and wncludes with 
an eniimeration of the officers who have 
been killed in  action, on whose behalf he  
requests the customary posthumoue 
wards.-Rescript published in @wette of 
4th December, 1877. 

29th.-(1) The Cenaof T'eng E;>' Y- lin memorialime~ dwelling uponth*.rilnnif(J d 
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sufferings under which the people of however, in the sub-prefecture of Ch>mg 
the Empire are labouring, and entreats Ch'un in Kirin, where a Ciistoms' duty is 
that the high provincial authorities be levied by an office established in the city 
called upon by decree to  require of the comprising the local seat of governmerit, 
district officials under their jurisciiction di that a band of armed official retainers, 
sediilous attention to the duties of govern- nunlbering some hundred or more, had 
ment. The usual commonplaces on this tumultuoiisly invaded the township of 
sabject aw repeated. For rescript, See Nung-ngan, and compelled the traders of 
Ca.zette of 11th Dec. (Note. As is the case every degree, as well as the inhabitants 
in many other instances of the presentation generally, to pay duty over again upon all 
~f homilies on the above and other well- the merchandize in  their possession, be- 
uorn topics, the memorial printed this day sides which, hy falsely decIaring acts of 
s believed to have been laid before the fraud upon the revenue to have been com- 
rhrone only as a cloak for the intro- mitted, they extorted penalties amounting ' 

diiction of a "postscript " (which has not to teil or fifteen times the legal rates of 

'i 
been published), submitting representations duty. Unable to  endiire any farther . 
in  favour of the release of Ch'eng Luh, the outrages and oppression to which . 
the Manchu general, still lying under Sen- they were subjected the traders with 
tence of death, pronounced in 1814, for a one accord gave up iheir ordinary busi- 
massacre committed by troops under hFs ness, and commerce was brought to a 
orders in the province of Kwisiih. I n  standstill. The local trainbands, which 
oonnection with this celebrated case, it may had previolisly been maintained orit of 
be noted that, in  the present day's Gaeette, the proceeds of the Customs' duty levied 
the ex-Censor Wu K'o-tuh, who vrociired according to regulation, hereupon dis- 
the downfall and condemnation of Ch'eng persed, and the mounted banclitti profited 
Luh, is named as having been appointed an by the opportiinity to commit their ravages. 
assistant Secretary in tlie Patent's depart- It is entreated that commands may be 
merit of the Board of Civil Office.) issued to the Military Governor of Kirin, 

(2-3) I n  two postscript memorials, the and to the provincial authorities generally 
Censor T'eng K'ing-lin refers to abuses througliout the Empire, re uiring them t o  
prevalent in  the province of Kirin, in  cause the levy of Customs duties to be 
connection, respectively, with the conduct made in conformity with reguletion, and to 
of inquests in rrlurder cases and the levy of refrain from enforcing excessive demands 
Customs' duties. Wliere cases of n~urder  beyond the prescribed limits ; as also 
are reported to the district Magistrates, lie stringeritly to prohibit the practice of ex- 
states tliese f unctionaries are in the habit of tortion oii the part of official retainers, 
allowing them to stand aside, on the seore of police, and recognized or unrecognized 
the great distances involved, until3, 6, '7, or Customs' watchew. 
perhaps 8 cases have accumiilated, when (4) Ting Jih-ch'ang, Oovernor of Fuh- 
the Magistrate will go, accompanied by the kien, referring to the decree of August 
professional corpse-exarniner (WIL-tso), and last, in  which he was permitted to  take; . 
a retiniie of a hundred or more police and three months' leave of absence for the 
other followers, whereupon the cases are benefit of his health, reports that, since 
taken seriatim. Delays of from 3 to 5 his departure from Foochow, his sick- 
months are thus, perhaps, entailed ; and ness hm increased ; and his suffering has 
when tlie official cortdge at  length arrives, been intensiiied by the grief he experi- - 

L inqnest fees" arnouiitiilg to several thou- enced on learning, when he reached his, 
band tiao of cash are exacted, independently 
of the Sums levied for the entertainment 
of the mandarin, and the extortions practised 
on tlie oceasion by the village headmen. 
It is entreated that commands be issued, 
requiring the abolition of all siich illegal 
imposts for tlie future.-With reference to  
the levy of Oustoms' duties, it is repre- 
sented that regulations promulgated with 
Imperial sanction are in force to direct 
the collection of duties at  all Custom 
Houses and barriers, and that unauthor- 
ized levies, Stripping the trading classes 
of their earnings in defiance of the law, are 
in no wise tolerated. It has lately occurred, 

native place, that his elder brother, Ting, 
Jih-sh&ng, had died in the month of May 
last. His old physicians, moreover, have 
all been carried off by death, and the I 

medical advice he has been able to consult, L 

in  their place has proved unavailing. He 
complains of spitting blood, loss of appetite, 
astlima, and a general numbness all over 
the body, -and his condition is such that he  - - 
feels bound to solicit permission to reaign 
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pt, grranting three months' additional of commands between this officer arid Yang 
conge, arid refusing the application to Yuh-k'o. TheGovernor-Generalinquestion 
retire, already pub1ished.-See Gazette of is declared to have acted presumptuously 
lAth instant. in applying for an exchange of important 

C? 30th.-(') A decree sanctioning the cOmrnands between two separate ~rovinces. 

.. retirement fronl Office of T'ang Jen-shen, 
Inasmuch, however, as Chang Tah-luh is 

, one of the Vice-Presidents of the Court of re~resented as an officer whose services are 
Censors, wllo was recently granted leave of 0f ~ e a t  value in Kwangtung, it iri ordained 
absence to visit bis native place in Chi$h- that he vacate the post inKweichow to which 

he stands nominated, and be appointed to kiang. the next suitable vacancy in Kwangtung. 
(2)  Ch'ung Governor-General Of The proposal that Yang Yüh-k'o be trans- Fang-t'ien, reports the conclusion of the ferred to the command at ~ ~ - ~ h ~ ~  is dia- autumn patrol of the frontier, according to 

regulation, by a Chinese official aiid an 
allowed. (See Gazette of Oct. 13th.) 

appointe'd for tlie purpose by the ( 2 )  decree acknowledging the r e c e i ~ t  

m i g  of Corea. of a memorial from the Governor-General 
of Min-Cheh, &C., reporting the decease i n  

Dec. 3lst.-(l) decrce referring t0 the Formosa of Brigade-General Mhh Lung-tao, 
cornmands heretofore issued a ~ ~ o i n t i n g  rnilitary services during the campaigns 
the Brigade-Geiieral Chang Teh-luh t" against the rebels, arid subsequently in  the 
the comn~and of the Ku-chow division, in in F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  are highly com- 1 
the province 0f Kweichow, arid Yang mended. H e  had lately been nominated t o  
Yuh-k'o to the Kao-chow division, in the yeo-kiang comand in ~~~~~~i (eee 

L Kwangtiing. Liu Kw'en-yih, Governor- ~ ~ ~ ~ t t ~  of ~~~~~b~~ 4th.) 
General of the Two Kwang, has now (3) A Decree. Let Kiang Chung-ch'ao 
memorializecl s t rongl~  commeiiding Chang 
T&-luli, and asking prriiiission to utiliee succeed to the post of Brigade- I 
his local experience by effectiiig an exchange General of Ku-chow in Kweichow. 

L 
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