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PREFACE.

Tur Translations from the Peking Gazette, which are now issued as the
sixth annual series of this publication, cover a period of grave interest in
the affairs of China. Whilst the previons year's history was marked by
the danger of foreign complications, and the various episodes of the
enquiry into the Yiinnan ountrage and the consequent negotiations at
Chefoo, the year 1877 has found the Chinese Government preoccupied
with questions relating to a famine of almost unprecedented severity and
magnitude, in view of which a pending campaign, nndertaken for the
reconquest of its lost territories in Central Asia, has been regarded as
almost of secondary importance. On both these subjects the abstracts
now published, and rendered accessible to reference by means of the Index
which has constituted, for the last four years, a portion of the work
undertaken, copious particulars will be found assembled in the present
volume. A third topic which is known to have engaged the attention of
the Chinese Government during the past year, to wit, the deprivation of
a foreign power of its control of the supply of opium, is but incidentally
referred to in the ensuing pages. The memorial on the opium question
submitted by the envoy to Great Britain, Kuo Sung-tao, and the Imperial
decree issued therempon in reply, which have been allowed to gain
publicity through the Press, have not appeared in the Peking Gazette ;
and the only indication of the movement in progress beneath the surface
of affairs is given in the denunciation, published in December, of certain
officials singled out for punishment by the Governor-General Shén.

It may be useful, in this connection, to offer here a correction of a
misstatement respecting the practice of the Chinese Government in the
matter of publicity, which a recent notice of these translations shews to
prevail in even exceptionally enlightened quarters. Nothing could be
farther from the truth than the assertion that the Chinese Government
publishes every memorial or decree relating to its acts in the official
Gazette.  Government on such terms would, indeed, be practically
impossible ; and what the (lazette contains is a reproduction of such
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documents, only, as are judged necessary for the information of a certain
number or all of the provincial governments. Hven among these
published documents, however, the European reader is continually startled
by finding revelations of corruption and inefficiency, not only bronght
forward as charges by Censors whose business it is to find fanlt and who
are exempt from the necessity of substantiating their averments, but
actnally admitted in Imperial decrees. In these, a degree of turpitude is
constantly avowed, such as could not prevail in any other country
without precipitating a revolution, or without earrying with the confession
of their existence the death-warrant of a system producing such results.
In China it is otherwise. Contentment with their own condition, the
product partly of ignorance and partly of the training deliberately pursued
for many cenburies past, is the distinguishing feature of the Chinese
pboplo; and no thonght of change or improvement is snggested by the
history of administrative ineptitude and corruption which is periodically
lamented, in well-worn phrases, by the Sovereign and his Ministers in
chorus, Numerous instances of this description will be found, as usnal,
in the present volume, and its pages contain, in addition, a series of
records, valunable for the light they throw upon the acts and motives of
the Chinese Government and the daily life of the functionaries composing
it. A conviction of the usefulness of such materials, to the future
historian as well as to the student of the present day, has encouraged the
translator to persevere in a task which has now heen discharged during

four consecutivo yoays,

s Smangmal, 1878,
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PEKING GAZETTE

1877.

+"« For purposes of classification, with a view to ready reference, the contents
of the Peking (lazette, as translated in this volume, have heen indexed under six
prineipal headings, viz :—Court Affairs, Judicial and Revenue Administration, Civil
and Military Administration, Instruction, Worship, and Usages, External Relations,
and the Provinces. Under each of these main divisions, the subjects are still further
arranged in appropriate categories.

L—COURT AFFAIRS.

Tre Covrr AND IMPERIAL Fasiny,
Prince of Kung returns thanks for sable robe ............ Jan. 7.
Imperial worship at the New-Year ......... cieeenres Jan, 13
Ceremonial to be observed on New-Year's Day Jan, 14, 27,
Donation of birds’ nest to Imperial Princes Jan, 25.
Remonsbrance against lantern feast in Palace ... Feb, 22, March 9.
Death of Prince of Fu ..........coooiiviiiiiiiiciiiiiciee.,. March 9, 23, April 13,
Adoption of heir for Fu ........................................ April 30,
Termination of mourning for late Emperor March 29,

Entertainments and theatricals still furb:ddan vieaianais, April 16,

Position of tablets in Ancestral Temple ......... ..., oo April 27, May 10.
Do. do. do. viviees June 12 29,

Adoption of an heir for Tmperial noble Y1h quu ......... May 14,

Official household for do. do. ..o May 22, June 11.

Lamas ab Imperial mausolea ..............ccooceiviiieniiiinnn, May 22,

Revision of Genealogical Register.............................. May 18, June 8, 12,

Airing of Imperial archives............ June 15.

Tribute from Yiinnan authorities ..............cooeevivennn. June 16,

Poreelain furnished by Kiukiang Customs .................. June 20,

Date for celebrating H.M.'s birthday ....... July 8.

Position of Imperial tablet shrine ........ July 24, Ang. 4, 8.

Do. do. do, v Aug. 14, 26,
Census of droves and flocks in \Imu.,nlm wrsvasssmosseane  DOPL Y
Robbery in Imperial archive rooms .........oooiiiiinnnn,. Sept. 23, Oct. 5, 9,
Privilege of riding within Palace pree mcts coo. Sept. 24, Nov. 23.
Epitome of annala of late reign t.rsmm.mdu:'l cereeernsenenns  Oob 18,
Dissipation within Palace pr uf"uure ....... G e Oct, 19,

Tmperial clavsmen—proposals concerning ... ... Nov, 9, 23.
Embroidered purse bestowed upon Ying Han ............ Jan, 15,
Compilation of Record of late reigu, ete...ovviiiniiiininn, Nov. 3.
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MAUSOLEA.
Repairs to mausoleum of Emperor Shun Che............... Jan. 5.
Visit to tombs of the Ming dynasty ........cocvvirrinienninnn,
Lamas at Imperial mausolea ...................
Inspection of Eastern mausolea ............ cocociieiiiininnn,

Constraction of late Emperor’s mausoleum..................
Shao K’i appointed Comptroller... i ——
Funds for building works from Kwaugtung

Rewards for services of officials

MANUFACTORIES,

Kwang Ying appointed to Soochow ..............0cnvveen ... May 13.
‘Wan Shun do. A0 i June 30.
Jade stone seals from Soochow ..........co.eus

Cost of silk for Hangchow manufactory
Ming Hiin appointed to Nanking .........ccooveeeiniiiininnns
Wén Kwei appointed to Hangchow
Enhanced cost of sillk ...... ..coovvviiiiiiinniiisitiiinnnnnnan
Satin manufactured at Nanking TR
Satins, ete., forwarded from Soochow ..........cvvvvereeenn. Nov. 23,

II.—JUDICIAL AND _REVENUE ADMINISTRATION,

AprpPEAL CASES,

Honan—Murder and official neglect .........cevvvnivraniins o Jan. 2.
Chihli—Exactions by tax clerks ............cccoceeerrninennn, Jan, 17,
Peking—Oppression by servant of a noble cerrennnes dan. 21,
Jehho—Denizens of Hunting Grounds..........ccoorrernnnnns Jan. 29, Feb, 20.
Do.  Farther result of trial .........ccooevvriiriinnnnnnnn..  March 8, 24,
Censor Kwoh Tsung-kii on needed reforms April 8.
Honan—DMurder and official neglect..............oocviinnnnns April 11,
Shansi—Exactions in connection with tax levy............ May 7.
Hupeh—DMurder of a father and official negleck............ May 16.
Shensi— Do. of anuncle do. doy: s May 16.
Heh-lung-kiang—Murder of a brother., Fresh inquest.. May 17.
Fuhkien—Abduction, outrage, and murder ............... May 13.
Honan—DBurglary and murder .........cocoviiiiiinininnn May 13.
Szech’wan—Pillage and murder (of converts) near
Ch’ung K'ing .. wveens  June 26,
Do. Pillage and murder in Yeo }a.ng chow ...... July 11.

Do.  Outrages and murder...........eoceieeeenenennnne Seph 14a

Do. Murder of a husband ..... wires Dol 2
Kiangsu— Do. doy  sinsssassnniera Ok 2
Chihli— Do. Eabher i.isisvivsmivssessissarsaseser; (O8N 2e
Chehkiang—  Do. brobher ......c..oovvvssenseseneenie. Ochy 12,
Nganhwei— Do. FabROY: oo vannavens v sas sesa N Oct. 23.
Hunan— Do. relative ...... cooeerreieieniiiiines, NOV. L
Chihli— Do. do. oSt (), 2l
Chehkiang—Alleged outrages by aold:ery eeveness DeC 1, 18,
Peking—DMurder of a son by his wife ...........eoeeennienn. Dee. 17.
Fuhkien—Lin Tai-she’s complaint Dee. 17,

Honan—Imprisonment and extortion ........ccceeeriinnnrnn. Dee, 18,
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Re-hoaring—Sze-ch'wan. Officlal injustice disproved...
Do. do. Charge of murder disproved
Do. Chihli, - do. oppressive conduct
Do. Sze-ch’'wan.  do. murder .....
Do. Hupeh, do. do.
Do. Nganhwei. do. violence
Do. Sze-ch’'wan.  do. official extortion ...
CRIME,
Chehkiang murder case—Coffin sent to Peking............
* Do, do. Poisoning disproved ............
Do. do. Penalties upon officials ......
Do. do. Censor Wang Hin's dennncm-
tion .....
Do. do. High officials degradad
Do. do. Board of Punwhmant's me-
morial ....ovviiiiiiiiinniienns

Kiangsu—Son condemned for causing his father's death
Shantung—Parricide by lunatic (ling-ch’'e execubion) ...
Shensi—Criminal intimacy and murder "............ccvvenns
Yinnan—Bigamy ....vvveriiniiiiiriniieiiininin e,
Peking—Plunder of a money-shop ........... esisie
Jehho—Parricide (ling-ch'e execution) ..............
Peking—Illegal punishment by police aergoant-
Chehkiang—Coast pirates dispersed... S g TR
Shan-hai Kwan—Ginseng smuggler arrested

Kiangsi—Literary graduate’s misconduct .
Chehkiang—Robbery and murder... e
Chihli—Murder of aunt and cousin (tmg ch’c exeuuhon}

Shantung—Parricide (ling-ch'e execution) ......cc.eveeenns

Peking—Kidnappers apprehended ............

Hupeh—Wholesale murder by a young scholar (hﬂg ch’
execution) . .

Kirin—Attempted rape nnd wholeaala murder (ng ch ¢
execution) . :

Honan—Wholesale murder (lmg cfa e axacutlon)

Nanking—Murder by a Manchu officer ..... ..covvvuinnnns

Tarbagatai—Murder of a young soldier ... . .......
Moukden—Gambling and murder by Imperial olnnnmau
Shansi—Adultery and wholesale murder in revenge
Shantung—Official swindler at Ghefoo, ete. ...
Peking—Highway robbery ..
Yangchow—Alleged conspiracy in favour of Cha.n K’l lun
Peking—Capture of robbers ........ccoeviiiiiiviiiiininninnnn,
Do. Disturbance at Hunting Park .....................
Chehkiang—Matricide (ling-ch'e execution)
Shensi—Taotai murdered by military officer ...............
Honan—T'riple murder (ling-ch'e execution).............. ...
Peking—Appeal by condemned criminal...
Yiinnan—Murder in P'u-urh Fu ...........
Peking—Burglary and secret society .................ceee.
Do. Mussulman apprehended............ vocuvienies vuees
Chibli—Brigands captured ..........ocovvviiiiinnnieriirinnnns

Jan. 28.
May 6.
May 25.
June 22.
Aug. 1.
Aug. 28,
Nov. 8.

Jan, b.
Jan, 29, Feb, 18.
Feb. 28,

March 19.
March 30.

April 12,
Jan. 17.
Jan, 27,
Feb. 6.
Feb. 8.
Feb. 28,
March 6.
March 9.
March 18,
March 21.
April 11.
April 23,
April 23,
April 26.
April 17,

May 19.

June 7.

June 10,

June 11,

June 17.

July 1.

July 24,

July 26,

July 29,

Aug. 2, 13.
Aung, 11.

Ang. 14, 27,
Sept. 8.

Sept. 22, Oct, 8.
Oct. 7.

Oct. 12, Nov. 1,
Oct, 14.

Oct. 24, Nov, 10, 16.
Oct, 25.

Qct. 29,



iv
Peking—Burglars captured... G 0wy
Sh&ngking—l’amcide (ling- c?a e axecuhon} Nov. 9.
Peking—Alleged inorease of orime ............ Nov. 24,
Do. Fomentors of litigation .............coeieivniiiinen., Dec. 14,
Do. Robbers captured ........... TR AR AR Deec. 15.
Hunan—Forcible abduction of women.........ccoeeeiiieiinns Dec, 22

REBELLION AND SEDITION,

Services against Turban Brigands...........cccoeeiviviieninnn, Jan, L
Illegal brotherhood in Kwangtung ............coceeeeneeeene. Jan. L
Punishment for loss of cities in Yilonan ..................... Feb. 2.
Kwangsi insurgents defeated and dispersed. ............... April 9, 29,

Insurgents at Pa-yen Su-su in Kirin............... April 10.

Disturbances in Yinnan .....ocvvvieiieiininnininranniinn oo July 8.

Ko Lao Huwei brotherhood in Chéhkmng e wennne S6pE 8,

Disturbances by Tao Fei in Shensi ..........., Oct. 5, 20.

Peking—Secret goclety of robbers........... .....oeoeeernn. Ot 24, 29,
Do. Secreb societies and ** tail- cutl‘-mg ............... Oct, 22,

Emasculation of youthful son of an insurgent ..... Nov. 28.

Meeting of irregulars in Shensi ......coocccovivvvnniniiiinennn. Nov, 22, Dec. 5.

GAMBLING,
Military officials cashiered in Kivin ....uuus vuvnnad FRTTAr o Feb, 14,
Gambling and murder at Moukden ............ July 1.
Do.  in Imperial Palace precinets voies 0ok 19,
Do AERERINE corennsvasseva s AR Oct. 25.
Oprun
Oplum duties at Hwai-ngan . ....... ceiieneeeee duly 3.
Opium lekin duties employed in Kwaugbung ............... Aug. 23,
Native opium tax-office in Kweichow .......... v Och 1,

Renewed inkerdict upon poppy culkivation in Blmnsl «. Qct. 13, Nov. 3.
Liu Hien and other officials denounced and degraded ... Dec. 2, 20,

Lexy,
Delay in furnishing returns from Kansuh .................. Jan. 9,
Returns received from Chehkiang.....................eesooe.. March 5,
Malpractices in Yilnnan .........ocooiiiiiiinnnniininnnnnine... - Mareh 8,
Lekin on salb in Sze-ch’wan seiensnienss Mareh 10,
Do. Fang-tHen ...ocormessysvorm svassossnssagonias, MWy 1L

Changes in Hunan and consequent rmt i Gy dane 18
Expenditure of receipts on steam-gunboats.................. Aug. 23,
Lekin on rico remitted in Shensi .................. S Sept. 12,

Do. do, ChIBH......vimmnracmmpmmemennamees, Sephk 17, 00k 2

Do. do. Shansll i Nov. 27,
Abuses in gystem in Kweichow ...ooiveiiveiniiiiiineiininne Oct. 11,
Pregeure. of tax on Silk.cviininiaiisansia it Oet. 13.
Views of Grand Tutor Pao T'IBZ ....ooovvevimmivinmioniness:  INOV. 23,

REVENUE Axp Custons,

Remittances from Fuhkien to Peking ................o....... Jan, 13
Taxation in Shansi postponed ......... SR S A .. Feb, 10.
Land-tax receipts in Sze-ch’wan ..,...... e e T March 8.

Alleged extortions by Peking Cusboms ... ....ooev. March 15, 29,



Fuands required for Board of Works...............ocoooi Mareh 17,
Miscellaneous taxes in Formosa abolished .................. May 9, 31.

Arrears of military pay in Kweichow May 9.

Salt and merchaudize lekin in Manchuria..................... May 11.
Revision of land-tax in Hunan ..........cccoooeoiniiiinnnnnnn. May 23,
Collection at T’llug Kwan Custom ]Irmae coves s s OROe:18:
Féng-yang Customs’ returns ...............cooevviieiininn.. June 23,
Opium-duty receipts at Hwai-ngan .............ocn. July 3.
Licensed Tea trade in Mongolia.............. July 20, 30.
Lin-ts'ing Customs’ returns ......... cmesissesagon oy 20
Collection at Newchwang Custom Hause .................. Aug. 17.
Livestock and House-property duty at Peking ............ Aug, 18, 20.
Abuses and inefficiency in Salt collectorate.................. Ang. 23.
Grain tax remitted in Kiangsu .......... veere.. Aug. 23, Sept. 3,
Duties remitted in aid of Yiinnan cuppur frelghts Sept. 1.
Arrears remitted in Formosa .......... savvsess e cepls 19,

Collection at Sha-hn K’ow Custom Huuse cerereeernnneeenes0pE 21

Sale of titles in aid of province of Kweichow ... Seph. 21
Do. do. do. Shansi.......ccooovnnnn. Oct, 29,
Collection at Peking Custom House ........cccvvveeiennnnn. Seph. 28, 30.
Timber and bamboo duties in Hupeh .........ooooeevnrnns .. Ocb 25,
Remission of import duty on rice at Canton ............... Oct. 29.
Collection at Wu-hu Custom House... o Nov. 24,
Lekin and Customs’ duty remitted on grmu for Sh‘mm Nov. 27.
Salt revenue in Fuhkien . veerrrerenreseennneens DG 22,

Tour of inspection of anpo a.t Caubon AR DTS
Funds remitted from Kwangbung ... Deec. 28.
Malpractices in Customs in Kirin........coooooviinnn Dee. 29.

GRAIN TRIBUTE.

Kiangsn—First squadron of junks sailed from Shanghai April 17,

Do. Completion of shipment .........ccovviiviiinnennn,, May 13,
Do. Statement of amounts shipped .................. Och 24
Chehkiang—First squadron of junks despatched . April 24,
Do. Completion of shipment .........ccocovivnnnnnn. June 10.
Inland Transport—Departure of grain fleet May 20.
Do. Juuks entered Shantung ............... June 26,
Do, do. o e July 4.
Da. do. arrived at Yellow River ...... Aung, 12,
Do. do. partly entered North Canal .. Sept. 5.
Do. do. entrance into Canal ............ Sept. 10.
Do. do. do. river Wei ...... Qct. 20.
Peking—Completion of delivery for 1877.........cco.oo000 w0 Nov. 22,
Rivers AND CavaLs,
Diffienlty of navigating Grand Canal in 1876............... Jan. O
Repairs to Yellow River embankments ..................... Jan. 30.
Dredging, ete. of Grand Canal .......c.coocovivniiiiivnin, Jan. 30
Yellow River works in Chibli ......c..ccoreiviiiicrionecne. Mareh 2.
Do. proposed WOrks ........ccccoomiininniiiniion . March 30.
Repairs to Grand Canal ... R A R March 30.

Dredging works executed .......ooooiieiiiiiinnniiin e July 29,



Yellow River embankments ..........ccccoeerivniniiiiiiiiinn
Safety of Yellow River embankments

CoNTRIBUTIONS AND CHARITY,

Subscriptions on behalf of famine-sufferers at Hwai-ngan March 28.

Do. raised by Taotai Hu Kwang-yung ......... April 5.
Do. for relief of distress in Chihli ............... June 30,
Do. do. do. verenses Dec. 28,
Contribution by Taotai at Shanghai for Foochow Oct. 8,
Taels 20,000 on behalf of distress at Foochow ............ Dec. 4.
Taels 17,000 contributed by a Shansi notable............... Nov, 27.
Mortiain endowment in Chehkiang....... SRR Aug, 3L
College endowed in Yiionan by Yang Yi-k'u ............ Sept. L
Peking—Relief agencies—time extended. ................... April 1, 28,
Do. Grant of 1,200 piculs millet ..........ooevveennnnnn, Oct. 3.
Do. do. 2,000 do. do. for T'ung Chow.. Oect. 18.
Do.  Additional relief agencies opened .................. Nov. 28.
Do. Increased grant to relief agencies .................. Nov. 25, Dec. 25.

Do.  Charitable Asylum founded by subscription ... Sept. 7, 20.
[See also Drought and Famine.]

BuiLpixc WoRrgs.

Walls of Yung-p'ing Fu repaired .........cocovvivivninnninrnns May 3.
Do. Ho Chow repaired.........ccoceviicierinniniiniinnnennn.  Aug. 19
Do. Lan-chow Fu rebuilt Sept. 14,
Dam at Kalgan destroyed .....oooovvvviiirinriniiinnns Aug. 30.
Proposed extension of irrigation works Sept. 11, 26,
Abuses on part of contractors’ *“ring ” QOct, 24,
Sea-wall in Hangehow Bay......coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinninnnn, Oct. 29.

IIT,—-CIVIL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION.
CIviL APPOINTMENTS,

Ch'ang Sii, Vice-President of Board of Punishments ... Dee. 9.
Ch’éng Fu, Salt Comptroller in Kwangtung ............... Sept. 13.
Ch'8ng Tsu-hao, Vice-President of Court of Censors ... Nov. 20.
Chih Ho, Commissioner of Court of Transmission......... March 14,
Do. Sub-Chancellor of Grand Secretariat ............ April 1.
Do. Vice-President of Court of Ceremonies ......... Deec. 9.
Chow Héng-k'i, Lieut.-Governor of Fuhkien ............... Sept. 12.

Jan, 29,
March 23.
March 26.

Chow Kia-mei, Director of a Courb .......cooovviviiiiininnnns
Chung Lien, Director of Banqueting Courb
Chung Ch'éng, Expectant Taotai ........cccoiveees ciiieenn

Fang Ju-yih, Taotai at Chefoo ........ T T rTRRR o 1, RS b
Ho Shu, Prefect of Ch’ang-sha Fu Oct. 17.
Ho Wei-k'ien, Taotai at Hankow .. April 4.
Ho Show-tsze, President of Board of kas Oct. 20.
Hu-t'u-li, Director of a Court Jan, 29,
Hii Ting-kwei, Supervising Censor ........c.coveens voeenn Jan, 20,
Do. Prefect of Lin-ngan Fu June 9.
Hwai-t'a-pu, Sub-Director of Sacrificial Court ............ June 13,
King Lien, Member of Grand Council ............cuvevvnnnne. Feb, 14,

Do,  President of Board of Works .................. Feb, 18.
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Ki Kéh, Vice-President at Moukden ................cceunees May 31.

K’ing Yii, Judicial Commissioner in Shensi ............... Dec. 15.

Kung Yih-t'u, Judicial Commissioner of Kiangsu......... Dee. 16.

Kwoh Ying, do. do. of Kwangtung ... Sept. 12,

Kwoh Sung-tao, Vice-President Board of War ............ March 31.
Kwang Lin, Superintendent of Hwai-ngan Customs...... Jan. 22,

Kw'ei Pin, Taotai in Kansuh., T T TT eI T Ta oo - 1

Liu Hien, Do, of H\val-yang weeeeens April 10,

Liu Sih-hung, Sub-Director of Banquebmg Court ......... June 2.

Lin Ta-te'iian, Prefect of North Formosa .................. June 26, Sept. 30,
Li Ying, Prefect of Yii-lin Fu ......... cinnnennes NOV. 26,

Lin Shu, Vice-President Board of Pumshmeuts ......... Dec. 9.

Léh Fang-k'i, Lieut.-Governor of Kwangsi.................. Dec. 16.

Mei K'i-chao, Governor of Chehkiang ........................ March 31, April 1.
Mei K’i-hi, Prefect of T'ai-ngan Fu .....ocoovivvivnviriniinnns Dec. 26.

Mo Siang-che, District Magistrate at Shanghai ............ June 12,

Mow Lin, Comptroller of Household ........................ Feb, 18,

Pao Hévg, Lieut.-Governor of Shansi ...............oceenn. Sept. 12,

Plan Wei, Do. of Hupeh ..... April 1.

P’an Sze-lien, Vice-Governor of Shun- t’;en I‘u April 11,

Pien Pao-ts'iian, Grain Comptroller of Shensi ............ July 16.

P'éng Nien-chén, Prefect of P'u-urh Fu ......ocovvvvvnvnnnns July 18.
Poh Jun, Prefect of Sung-kiang Fu Nov. 12.
Shao Héng-yii, Governor of Hupeh . cearrerenennenens Sept. 19,
She Nien-tsu, Jud., Commissioner of K&nsuh ............... Feb, 28.
Shéh P’ei-hien, Prefect of Kiungchow... sssassasrnrsees  HED, 26, 28,
Shén Hung, Prefect of Ch’ung-k'ing Fu snrar 9eptl 2T
Sun I-yen, Lieut.-Giovernor at Nanking ..................... April 1.
Sii T'ung, Vice-President Board of Ceremonies March 31,
Do. do, Censorate...........cosvvvurnnnne Octe 20,
Tsai Ling, Assistant Grand Secretary Feb. 18.
Do. President of Board of Civil office Feb. 18.

Tséng Ki-tseh—Official rank conferred upon ............... Aug. 26.

Ts'iian K'ing, President of Censorate ......... Feb, 18.
T'a Tsung-ying, Governor of Honan.. covenne Deo, 15,
T'ung Hwa, Vice-President Board of Ceremomea ......... Oct. 21.
Wang Pi-ta, Taotai in Kansuh ......cooocoiviiiniininiinninn, July 9.
Wang Kia-pih, Vice-Governor of Shun-t'ien Fu............ April 10.
Wang Sze-yih, Jud. Commissioner of Nganhwei ......... March 22, 23.
Wén Ch'éng, Assistant President of Censorate ............ Jan. 19.
Wei Kang, Expectant Taotai...........ovviviiiuninninnnans March 26.
Yang Chung-ya, Governor of Kwangsi......... Dec. 15.
Yang Tsi, Prefect of Sung-kiang Fu...... seissEsssseie Hab. 2L,
Yen K'iei, Prefect of Foochow ........ it i AN B,
Ying Kwei, appointed Grand Secretary cessessensae  Fab, 18.
Yii Kwan, Lieut.-Governor of Honan ......... vierees Dee. 15,
Yiin Yen-ki, Grain Intendant in Hupeh April 8.
Prefecture of T'si-nan Fu—Vacaney.... May 6, Aug. 13.
Do. Ch'éng-tu Fu do. Aug. 9, 20.
Do, Soochow do. P LT T L OOt 1,1 8 {1 !
Do. Leelang e ciamiiiiimimmvsins s April 20,
Sub-Prefecture of Tu-t.’ung PRy 1 11 L 4

[See also Military Aﬂ‘ccus _]



Liu How-ki, Brigade-General in Shensi ............ .......

viii

Drcrase oF OFFICIALS,

Weéng Tung-tsioh, Governor of Hupeh

Yang Néng-kéh, Taotai in Sze-ch’wan ...............
Yaug Shu-biang, Vice-Governor of Féng-t'ien

Pusric SERVICE,

Shén Pao-chéng—Report on his state of health ...
granted further sick-leave ...............

Do.
Do,

state of health ...........,...

Ting Pao-chéng—Hands over charge in Shautung
arrival at Peking, ete.

Do,
Do.

andience of leave ..

Ting Jib-eh’ang—Granted three mont.llu con gé

Do.

Féng Teiin-kwang, granted one year's leave ...

extension of leave

Ch’ang Shan, Manchu Com.-in-clief, Canton, ill- health ”
Ho King takes office at Foochow ........ccoocvviniiniiiiinnnn
Li Han-chang—Arrival in Sze-ch'wan .....ccooviiieennennnns

Do.
Do.

Li Ming-ch’ih—Arrival at Pekiug...

Do.
Do.

Mei K'i-chao—Visit to Peking ..

Do.

departure from Sze-ch'wan ...............
takes office in Hupeh ...,
Li Hung-tsao—In mourning retirement ...

commended for services al: Haukow
desired to hasten to his post

takes office as (m\'eruor n[ Chahklaug

P’an Ting-sin summoned to Peking .....ocovvviiiniiiininnnn,
Yitan Pao-hing granted two months’ congd

P’an Wei solicits reémployment iy
Taéng Kwoh-tsiian takes office as Governor of Shansl o
Tséng Ki-tsth—Period of monrning ended..............o...

Do.

arrived at Peking ..............
Yang Yoh-ping granted four months’ cougé

Wu Ta-t’ing to be reémployed as Supt, of Customs ......
Hii Kéng-shén redppointed Secretary to Grand Couneil.

Wu Tang, late Gov,-Gen, of Sze-el’wan, eulogium of...

Shéng Yii-hwai ordered to serve in Hupeh
Wu Ting-féng granted insignia of 3rd rank ...

Weén Kéh, Governor of Shantung, audience
Tsiang Yih-li—Posthumons honours bestowed

Tséng Pih-kwang—DMemorial temple erected...............
Lin Show-t'u—Dismissal {rom office in Shansi ............

Do, Enquiry and protest ................oo.eo il
Do. do. d0: o
Tséng Kwoh-fan—Memorial temple erected ...............

Kung Yih-tu—Leave of absence, ete. ...........

Kiao Sung-nien—Canonizabtion solicited
Wang Win-shao—Summoned to Peking ...........coovnnin,

Chun K'i-chao—On special gervice in Shansi ...............
K'uug Ling-i succeeds to Confucian dukedom ............

April 17.

Sept, 19, Oct. 7.
March 22,

May 3.

Jan, 1.

April 15,

May 8.

Jan. 7.

Jan, 16, 19.
Feb, 6.

Aung. 13, 25.
Dee. 14, 29.
Feb, 12, Mar. b.
Jan. 6,

May 15.

Jau, 8,

Feb, 26.

April 21,

Oct. 31, Nov. 20.
April 8, 26.
April 20.

May 15.

Feb. 2, 22,
July 12,

Oct. 6.

June 14, July 1.
March 5

_July 5.

July 21,

Aug. 24, 26.
QOct. 2.

Nov. 2

May 2.

May 13.

May 16.

June 19.

Aug. 28.
Sept. 1.

Sept. 6.

Sepb. 11, 27.
Oct. 9, 26, 27.
Nov. 19.

Oect. 20.

Aug. 4, Oct, 6.
Oct. 16,
Nov. 23.

Dee. 16.

Oct. 23,



ix

Yang Yii-k’o removes his home from Yiunan to Hunan Aug. 29,

Camphorwood timber for junk-building ..................... Jan, 1,
Suicide of lekin collector in Kwangbung ........ooovvvvnnnn Jan, 6.
Supts. of Customs, ete. forbidden to emp]oy parsunal

retainers ........, h Jan, 11,
Attempt to bribe Governor ui Fokluen v asnsasanaes: 08T LD
District Magistrates in Chibli cashiered ..................... Jan, 11.
Civilian functionary drowned in Yangtsze rapids ......... Jan, 21,
Family connection of Governor of Kweichow............... Jan, 23.
Contribution of arms by late Hoppo at Canton ... Jan, 31, Feb. 24.
Decree enjoining improved administration ......... Feb, 1, 22
Son of Lit. Chancellor of Chehkiang—retirement .. .. Feb. 4,
.Son of Yang Yoh-pin proceeds to Yiinnan .................. Feb, 22,
Funeral honours to Ts'ung-shih.. v Bl 24,
Governor of Shantung censured f01 clemcal error . Mar. &, 30.
Board of Punishments do. do, do, Dec, 31.

Censor reprimanded for error in elevation of character... Aug. 23,
General Féng Tsze-te’ai—Protest against mis-statement Mar, 14, 29.

Do, do, visit to Peking, deferred...... April 18, June &
Intrigue to obtain appointment in Kweichow ............ Mar, 16,
Censor Sung Lin on reforms in administration ............ Mar. 17, 31

Do, Shén Hung on calamitous state of affairs ......... Aug. 1, 13.

Do. Hu Ping-che on neglect of duty ...... ..... Aug. 13, 25.
(Calamitous state of affairs, —advice called for ...... vor. Oct, 19.
Censor's memorial on abuses in Board of Works ......... Oct. 24, 27, Nov. 9.
Inefficiency and corruption in high places .................. Nov. 7.
Decree censuring laxity of heads of departments ......... Dee. 7.

Censor Téng K'ing-lin on adwinistrative reform ........ Dec. 11, 20.

Do. Hu Ping-che on corruption and rapacity............ Aug. 13.
Do. Ho Show-tsze, recommends reform.................. Oct 5, 22,
Secretary to Gov.-Gen. Li Huug-clmng rewarded......... June 30.
Nowinees for Censorships ..........coooviviviniininiinnnn. Ochl 8,
Malpractices in Imperial lmusehold sesvisRE e Aprild
Do. in Formosa ; pumahmcnt- nlﬂmted ......... May 8.
Do. of An oficial in Feug-t'ion ..o May 14,
Do, in connection with remissions of taxahon. May 30.
Do. in bestowal of appointments .................. July 22,
Do. in famine relief measures Aug. 13.
Do. do. do. Qct. 6, 23.
Do. by officials in Nganhwei aessene V00 204
Do. in FOUEA TN, vimeinomrmnisisnsssnriisisspiniives Moy 16
Do, in Kiangsu ......... veeenennne May 24,
Do. of military commissary ab Kal gan. June 5.
Do. of Magistrate in Nganhwei... .. Nov. 19,
Do. in Honan,—exactions from Salt t‘.radew July 16, 28.
Defalcations of Magistrate in Shantung ..................... April 5.
Do. do. inShansl cocaainnnais July 14, 24,
Do. Sub-prefect in do. Aug. 15.
Do. Opium-tax collector ...... Oct. 1,
Do, Prefect in Chelhkiang .., 5 June 27, July 12.
Ixtortion—Magistrate sentenced to death ‘ oo Oct. 26,
tondemned criminal at Peking—appeal in uh-wus ...... Oct, 12, Nov. 1.
Officials cashiered, ete., at Svochow.....o...... o AT April 1,



Officials cashiered, &e., in Kiangsu ......ccoooivvininiiieennns
Do. do. in Kweichow ......
Do. do. in Kwangtung ...

Do. do. in Kiangsu ............

Do. do. in Kwangtung ...

Do, do. in Sze-ch'wan..........c.ccoun susens
Do. do. in Hupeh
Do. do. in Chihli............

Do. do. In: A6 ssssiians

Do. do. in Shansi............

Do. do. in Fuhkien ....

Do. do. in Yiinnan ...

Do. do. in Hupeh e
Titles conferred on Grand Secretaries ......ccovvevvesneianins
Privilege of riding within Palace precincts ..................
Compualsory retirement of officials when in mourning ...
Block of promotion among Hanlin graduates ............e.
Official reinstated, on capture of prisoner ..........
Literary graduate of mean origin deprived of his status
Sons of official underling deprived of rank
Rank obtained under false pretences
Ex-official expelled from position as clerk .......coceeeenen.
Clerk in Shansi, enquiry into conduct
Prefect of T’ai-yiian Fu degraded.........ccooevvvivnnnn
Official prisoner arrived at place of banishment
Colnage operations postponed...........cueu srvvereninne
Poppy cultivation in Shansi
New seal of office for Kobdo command
Exchange of office between sub-prefects ...

Do. do. Taotais
Government lands farmed in Chihll..........ccc..coin.
Mulets inflicted on high officials
Judicial arrears in Fuhkien

Do. abuses in Fulkhien, proposed reform ...............

Do. arrears In Féng-tien ...
Renewed inquest to be held in Amur .......cooiiiiiniinin
Libel case in Chehkiang
Suspicious death of a prisoner at Peking......
Yamén at Nan-chang Fu destroyed by fire.....
Magazine at Kwei-yang Fu struck by lighting

April 7.
April 11.
April 14,
June 22.
Aug. 2.
Aug. 10, 20.
Sept. 13.
Dec. 10.
QOct. 28.
Oct. 30.
Dec. 20.
Novw. 7.
Nov. 10.
April 2.
June 2.
Dee. 21.
Deec. 27.
April 22,
April 9.
May 3, 18.
Sept. 5, 17.
May 23.
May 2.
Qct. 28.
June 7.
Nov. 3.
Qct. 13, Nov. 3.
Sept. 6.
Sept. 26.
June 22, July 7.
Aug. 15.
Sept. 1.
April 10.
Avpril 14.
Maw 15
sy avfe
June 7.
Oct, 17.
Sept. 8, 21.
April 16.
June 19.

Drovcnur, FLoon, AND FAMINE.

Famine refugees in Kiangsu ........ ..
Abuses in bestowal of rellef-—Cenwr’s memorm.l .........
Relief measures in Shansi— do. doi e
Do. do. Kiangsu .ooovvvnnininrmeniissimn.
Do. do. = (7)1 07 O TR P R
Do. do. HWal-ngaD 1vvvasseressssmisasessinissssivaisie
Do. do. Kiangsu
Do. do. Nganhwei ...cooceovvarernininieniennn
Do. do. B ORAT v i & v A VA SR RS
Do. do. SBRUBL ... v0resseccsrassisnssririosssssssssisrin

11
15.
22,

Jan,
Jan,
Jan,
Jan, 22,
Jan, 24.
April 3,
April 19.
May 5.
May 5.

Feb. 4.

June 2, 30, July 14.
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Rellef measures in Kiangsu................. e e July 7.
Do. do. Fuhkien

Do. do. Ewanpbung .i.oianiiiiisisissig Oct. 29,
Officer sent to assist at Tientsin ...............covvnivninnnes QOct. 10,

State of affairs in north Kiangsu ...........cooeeviiiinninnnn. July 7.
Floods in Fukhien—further subacupbmu .................. July 10.

Do. at Kalgan—destruction caused by .................. Aug. 16.
Proposal to allob waste-lands among sufferers............... Nov. 24
Locusts, measures for their destruction ..................... Oct. 17.

Do. do. do. Nov. 18, 27.
Chihli—Tls, 214,344 subseribed................ June 30.

Do, ,, 75,050 do. Dee. 28

Abuses in connection with famine rellef Aug, 13.
Do. do. do. Oct, 6, 23.
Shantung—Report on relief of distress Oct. 16.
Do. remission of revenue Nov. 27.

Shansi—Report on state of affairs June 2.

Do. Tls. 200,000 allotted ........ June 30.

Do. proposal to ralse funds for re].lef .................. Aug. 12.

Do, do. do. 1 { v ST, Aug. 14, 30.

Do, Yen King-ming as Commissioner.................. Oect. 13, Nov. 29,

Do. Distress, and prices of grain ......... .oooveerernns Nov, 22,

Do,  Arrangements for distributing relief ............ Nov. 30.

Do. High Commissioner's report .........ccoeerevrunns, . Deo. 20.

Do. Report on state of affairs ..........cccorieiveninnns Nov. 12.

Do. Extent of famine—proposed snla of offices ...... Oct, 29, Nov. 14,
Shausi and Honan—Tls. 400,000 and 40,000 pels. grain Oct. 3.

Do, do. Addltl. grant of 40,000 ,, do. Oct. 7.

Do. do, do. 160,000 ,, do. Oct. 15.

Do. do. Li Hung-chang’s report Nov. 13.
Honan—Tls. 147,900 granted for relief.......... veeeee  Aug. 25, Sept. 3.

Do. Imperial commission of enguiry ............... ... QOct. 6, Dec. 6.
Do. 14 Hoh-nlen appointed Commissioner Oct. 23.
Do. Relief agencies opened...........ovvieerierinnirninnens Deo. 1.
Do. Wu Ta-Ch'éng and others sent to assist ......... Dec. 2.
Do. State of affairs ; number of distressed ............ Dec, 3.
Shensi—Revenue collection postponsd.....vvueerenreenn., July 17, 28,
Do. Taels 50,000 granted .............c.ooeevvvnveeennnnn. Nov. 26,
Do. Land-tax collection postponed ... ................. Nov, 11
Do. Measures for supply of grain..........ccocevvvvinnns Dec. 14,
Chihli—Li Hung-chang’s report aavasesnvenars  Now I
Peking—Rise in cost of necessaries of life .................. Oct, 26.

Do. Censor's proposal for issue of rice.................. Nov, 9, 22,

Do.  Provision for famine refugees ..................... Nov. 22,

Do,  Malpractices in purchases of rice .................. Nov. 22,

Do.  Household registration proposed .................. Nov. 10.
Kwangbung—Funds for importations of rice . e Mow AT

Do. Private Importations of rice . spmsisane  DNOTy LB
MiLiTaRrY Armmq
Inspection of Yangtsze naval forees....................cvwen.. Jan. 12, Nov. 3.
Desertion of an instructor of foreign drill Jan, 21.

Triennial inspections to be held Mar, 24.



xii

Military inspection in Chihli .......c.ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn,
Manchu garrison of Ch’éng-tu increased .....................
Mutiny of Manchu officers and men in Sungaria .........
Inefficiency and corruption in Formosa ... ...............
Arrears of pay wiped out in Kweichow .....................
Pay of field force in Kirin .........ccoooiiiiiieiiiiininnininns
Alleged malversation by Colonel ............0.....ccciiiinnnn
Tour of inspection by P'éng Yii-lin .........
Compulsory retirement of superannuated oﬁicara .........
General Wei Tso-pang retires in Kwangtung...
Embezzlement by Banner officials..
Review of troops of Yellow River brigada RSN
Military inspection in Kansuh pestprned ............o0. .
Eulogy on deceased Brigade-General Ma Fuh- ch&u ......
Degradation of Colonel at Barkul .,
Officials of naval service cashiered in Hupah
Acrtillery ponies for Chihli forees .........cocivvviiianiiiiin
Arms and Krupp guns for Manchuria ..........ooooiiiinnnin.
Mutiny of irregulars in Shensi .........ccocooiiiiiiiiiiinnn,
Donation of pay to troops at Peking
P’éng Y1, Brigade-General in Kwangtung ..........co0oue0s
Yung Lub, Captain-General of Gendarmerie ... ...........
Mu-t'u-shen, Lieut.-General at Tsing'chow eiienans iR
King (,h'un Manchu General-in-chief at Fooehow
Héng Hiin, Military Governor of Uliasutai soevs
Do.  Manchu General-in-chief in Sze-ch’wan ......
Ch’un Fuh, Military Governor of Uliasutai
Mu-t’u-shen, Military Lieut.-Governor of Ch'ahar ......
Ying Han, Do. do. Urumts'i ......
Yang Yu-k'o, Brigade-General in Kwangtung ............
Chang Téh-luh, do. Kweichow ...............
Li Wei-shuh, do. Kwangsi.....ooooviiiinnns
Wu Kwang-liang,  do. 4 1Lt 1 R —
[See also Sungaria.]

BrisoN AFFAIRS,
Housé of detentivn {or witnesses—in Kwangsi ...

Do. do, Honan .........cooee
Do. do. Kwangtung.........
Do, do. Shansi ....ooceviennn.

Do. do. Kiangsi ......ccoun
Chihli—Escape of one prisoner in Chao Chow ............
Do. Trial ordered in consequence of escape............
Do. Murder and escape by four prisoners ............
Shantung—Escape of one prisoner ...
Shansi—Escape of prisoner under escorf ....
Kiangsi—Trial for escape of prisoner .........

Hupeh—Escape of one prisoner ......coocoovviemmsnininnn

Sze-ch’wan—Eseape of two prisoners ...

Kweichow— Do. of one prisoner .........cooivieveniinninn

Kwangsi—Trial for escape of prisoner ......... g

Peking—Prisoner in Board of Pumshmeuta, ausplcwua
deabll i i R i

Mar. 25, May 3.
April 17,
May 4, 20.
May 8.
May 9.
May 14.
May 15.
May 30.
June 4,
June 8.
June 18, July 4.
June 19,
July 7.
July 23.
Aug. 18.
Sept. 13.
Oct. 5.
Oct, 19.
Nov. 22,
Nov, 23.
Jan, 22,
Feb. 18.
May 20,
May 19.
Aung. 20.
Sept. 14,
Sept. 14.
Sept. 14.
Nov. 5.
Oct. 13, Dec. 31.
Oct, 13,
Oct. 13.
Sept. 30.

Mar. 29,
April 1.
Aug. 21.
Oct. 3.
Oct. 21.
Jan. 20,
April 21.
May 10.
Oct, 1, 16.
Jan, 21, Feb, 28.
Mar, 22,
Oct. 9, 25.
Aug. 10,
May 23.
June 5.

Sept. 8, 21,
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IV.—INSTRUCTION, WORSHIP, AND USAGES.
Pusric INSTRUCTION,
Provincial Examiners forbidden to travel by sea ......... Jan. 13.

Proposal for universal competition ..........cocceiiiiniininn Feb. 22,
Octbogenarian candidates in Shantung Jan, 13.
Do. do. in Kwangsi, ete. ... coocovennnnens Mar. 13.
Do. do. in Chebkiang .......occeaeeenennnnens Mar. 16.
Do. do. in Kiangsi, ete. ........oovvn. .... April 16, 30.
Peking Examination—Candidates admitted ............... April 7, 8
Do. do. Examiners named ...... ..coovnin April 17.
Do. do. Themes issued .o April 23, 26.
Do. do. List of graduates .......cccovvnnirris May 9.
Hanlin Graduates—Date of examination..........c.c....o... May 12.
Manchu Examinations—  do. wer  May 25,
Palace Examination—List of competitors .................. May 30.
Do. Date fixed ......oovveevrrnniiiiininnn,,  June 1
Highest honours of 1877 June 6.
Manchu essay rejected,—examiners censured............... June 4.
Appointments for Hanlin probationers..............oceeeie June 9.
Preceptors for do. do. vesereess. dune 11,
Disorderly conduct of candidates ............oocuniiiiineiinnn June 21, July 5.
Rank conferred upon pa-kung graduates, ete................ Aug. 10.
Aborigines in Kwangsi admitted to degrees ............... Aug. 25.
Appointments bestowed on fsin-she graduates ............ Ang. 28.
College of practical instruction at Foochow .............. Sept. 25, Oct. 10.
Candidates in Kweichow punished for émeute ............ Sept. 29,
Examiners for military competition ...........o.cciiiniiins Nov. 25.
Abuses in examination system in Kwangbung ............ Nov. 25, Dec. 6.
‘WorsHTP,
Prayers for rain at Peking .....c.coocvvviieiiiiiininiiininninnnns July 16.
Do. do. in provinces .... Qet. 17.
Do. do. do. Oct. 26.
Do. do. do. Nov. 8.
Do. for snow at Peking ...........coovvininnvenvnnnnannnnnn. Dec. 26.
TEMPLES.
Memorial temple to Governor Ts'ien Ting-ming............ Jan. 4, 15.
Do. do. teneral Ch'éng Hioh-K'i .........c0u0is Jan. 11.
Do. do.  Wén Siang, etc. at Moukden ......... Jan. 29,
Do. do.  Governor Tsiang Yih-li ........ o Sept. 1.
TLantern masts for Temple of Heaven .............ccoovvnnen. Feb. 16, Mar. 7.
Restoration of Chao Ohung Sze at Peking ...........oeeeee Mar. 20.
Memorial boards for temples of Yellow River Gods ...... Mar. 18, April 3.
Do. do. do. Godof War ............... May 9.
Do. do. do. River Godin Sze-ch'wan July 5, 17.
Do. do. do. God of Yellow River ... Nov. 6.
Do. temple of Yiinnan Fu ..o, Sept. 14.

Virrvovs AxD DisTixcuisHED FEMALES,
Filial conduct of a lady at Choh Chow.. iay 25. ]
Honours to a centenarian lady at Pl.l.(lllg ne 15, July 3.
Meritorious conduct of two bereaved cou(.uluncs srissenns dJuNG 27,
Grand-mother of Vice-President Yian Pao-hiéng ... June 14, July 1.




xiv

SUPERSTITION.

Féng Shué superstition in Kiangsi............coovvvivinnnnnn.n,
Presage from wind on New-Year's Day
Alleged witcheraft—executions in Kiangsu ............... Feb. 24.
Lama dignitary restored to privilege of transmigration Mar. 31.
Protection vouchsafed by God of War at Kieh-yang ... May 9, 31

Féng Shué trees at Imperial mausolea .........covvvvvvvnnn, June 26.
Honours to River God in Sze-ch’wan ............cccvvvvns July 5, 17.
Interposition of God of the Sea in Kokonor .............. Sept. 26.
Do. Dragon God at Nanking.........coeeerinnnne Oct, 14.
Do. deity in Fohkien ..........covvivivininrininns
Thanksgiving for safety of Grand Canal
METEOROLOGY.

Pall of dnowab Boling \.uonviimmimiiom e Jan, 2, 25,
Do. rain O, | e O R Mar. 21, April 10.
Do. do. doy Ghaveassisnksvee R April 25.

Drought at Peking—prayers for rain ........coocvveevnnnnns July 16.

Fall of rain at Peking ; and thanksgiving ................. . July 25.
Do. do. do. ;

Famine, and propitiatory services..........c.ocevvvvnrnnrinnnns Oct. 8.

Fall of snow at Peking, and thanksgiving
[See Worship.]

V.—EXTERNAL RELATIONS.
EUROPEAN ATFFAIRS,

British Consul at Chefoo, and shipwrecked Liu-ch'inans Jan. 7, June 4.

Religious toleration—decree enjoining ... ........coovvueenn. Feb, 1.
Tientsin massacre—reference to at a trial .................. May 15.
German naval officer—visit at Nanking ..................... May 8.
Foreign Consuls at Hankow—relations with ............... April 20.
European expedition looked for in Tibet.........c......ceue. June 18.
Hongkong, Macao, and foreign trade in Kwangtung ... June 26.
Russians, negotiations with concerning Ili in 1871 ...... Oct. 9.
Krupp guns for Manchuria ......oo.covivvvnniiieiininninn, Oct. 19.
Yamén of Foreign Affairs—decree referring to ..... veee Nov. 7.
School of Languages—pupil graduated, &c. ............... Nov. 13.
Foreign affairs transacted by Gov..Gen, Ii Hung-chang June 30.
Foreign loans, first mention of ......cooveviereniiiinniiniinnnns Sept. 2.
Do. loan for famine relief, proposal vetoed ......... Nov. 13.
Do. do. proposal for in Yiionan...........ceeeveevennn. Sept. 29,
Do. do. bonds duein Hupeh ........cooovvvieinnnnnn. Nov, 24,
Foreign tariff, its effect on Native Customs ........ ...... Nov. 24.
Foreign relations at I-chang .......cooooiiiiiiiininnninninnn April 20.
Do. do. a1 PO ... May 20.
Do, do. Wenchow ..occcvecininnniniiinn June 1,
Do. do. Shanghai .... June 12.
Do. do. Tientain: i uviawnnnsmi June 16,
Do. do. Newchwang ....cooevrerrerem o July 26,
Do, do. Foochow.. vivuiaimuiinssmnne  mopbs L.



xv

TorETGN MIssions.

Assistant envoy to Japan—audience .............coooennn April 7.
Departure of mission to Japan ........coooevvevniineeiinnnnnnns Aug. 29,
Corea, Liv-cH'IU, AND ANNAM.
Shipwrecked Coreans sent by mistake to Foochow ..... Jan. 12.
Frontier-gnard on Corean-Chinese border .................. April 4.
Extradition of a Corean apprehended in Kirin .. May 14.
Shipwrecked Chinese sent back from Corea ..... .. Sept. 18, 21.
Autumn patrol of Corean frontier............ veeeess Dee. 30.
Liu-ch’inans, eight shipwrecked persnns ab Chefoo ...... Jan, 7, June 4.
Deo. twenty-five do. do. at Foochow...... Jan. 23,
Do. twenty-three do. do. do. ... April 15.
Do. fourteen do. do. doy o April 15.
Do. eight do. do. do. i Aug. 3.
Do, thirteen do. do. doi o Oct. 14.
Annamese tribute mission in Kwangsi........... ....oeeeer.. Jan, 11,
Do, do. in Honan.............cccereenneene. May 26,
Do. do. in Peking ......ccooviiininiiens  May 25,
TIBET.
Kalon appointed at Lassa .......... ITERIPRPNOI )| 1o | 3
Lama restored to privilege of trausmlgration Mar. 31.
Return of tribute mission vii Si-ning . .. May 30.
Expected advent of European mission ...........ooecevueeenn. June 18,
Commissaries ab Hlarvi, ete........cooviievviviiininnnienininins  June 18,
Tribute mission from Tibet..........ccoovriiiiiiiiiiiiinn. July 21,
Reémbodiment of Nomén "Han .......ooovveiivvviiviiniennnn.. July 25, Aug. 29,
Do. do. do. Sept. 7.
Appointment of a Colonel ........... ceeee Aug. 23,
Deceased nephew of Dalai Lama .........cccoovvviiiiiiinnn oo Sept, 4.
SUNGARIA (IL1) AND KASHGARIA.
Manas—failare of attack in February, 1876 ............... Jan. 2, 11.
Do. capture of, in November, 1876 ... ................. Jan, 14, 25.
Hami— Urgent military needs ...............cc.ooieeienninn.. Mar, 28,
Do. disposal of Dungani prisoners.............cceeevnnnn Ang. 23,
Do. Princess of the Mussulman tribe ..........ccou..e. Aug. 23,
Barkul—Safety of communications lmpenl]ed TR  *
Urumts'i --Poh Ch'ang appointed ¢'i-fuh . T . May 28.

Do.  Ying Han appointed Mil. Lleut Governr)r Nov. 5.
Tarbagatal—proposal for garrison troops from Kansuh June 14,

Do. irregnlarities among Turguts .................. Sept. 10.

Do. returns of grain harvested ...... Oct. 9.
Yung Ts'itan handed over seal of office Nov. 26.
Campaign in L.a.shga.rm—Lmut (:rovernor of Shansl

impeached...........occiviiiiiiniiinn g Aug, 23, Sept. 2.

Tuarfan—Recapture of . ‘ June 23,
Karashar—  Do. nnd nd\ ance of army v Dec, 4, 28,
Wounded soldiery sent to their homes.. .. Oet. 8,
Distinetions conferred for financial services .......... ... Oect. 12, 30.
Proposed suspension of remittances from Shansi ......... Dee. 5.

Officials sent to assist Tso Tsung-t’ang........................ Dec. 26.
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ARSENALY AND STEAM-VESSELS,
Arsenal in Shantung—officials commended.................. Jan. 3, 7.

Do.  Sze-ch’wan—to be founded Jan. 7.
Sii Kien-yin, recommended by promotion July 15,
Services of deceased Brigade-General Ma Fuh-chén ...... July 23.
Steam-launches for river patrols in Kwang-tung ......... Ang. 23.
Steam-gunboats in Chéhkiang .........cccoevvviiiiiniiiinnnnn, Sept. 1.
Steam-transport Wan-Nien-T8'ing.......ccuvviviiineeeiinaene. Jan. 8, T.
Directors of C. M. 8. N. Company commended ............ Feb. 24.
Copper freights by C. M, S. N, Company’s steamers...... Sept. 1.

VL—-MANCHURIA, MONGOLIA, AND PROVINCES.

MANCHURIA.
Shén-king—Official impeached for misconduct ............ Jan, 27.

Do. Arrangements on Corean frontier ............ April4,

Do. New districts on eastern border ............... April 5.

Do, Salt tax imposed.........covvunirerainiinns R May 11,

Do, Proposed reform in judicial arrears ......... May 15.

Do. Inquests and illegal exactions .................. May 16.

Do. Increase of lekin on salb........cooevvrrvvinienins July 11.

Do. Squatter lands on eastern border Sept. 18, 22,

Do. Arms and Krupp guns obtained ...... woo Oct. 19.

Do. Recrimination between Manchu oﬂﬁclala ... Dec. 9.

Do. Arrangements for new Prefecture ............ Dee. 21.
Kirin—Gold hunters and squatter sovereign, Han ...... May 11, 28, 29.
Do. Corean apprehended among brigands ............... May 14,

Do. Pecuniary relief to field force ............... <. May 11.
Do. Commissary at Petund cashiered ........... June 7.
Do. Murder of a woman and four children June 7.

Do. Fraudulent reports of success against banditti... July 18.
Do. Rewards for operations against gold hunters ... Aug. 14.

Do. Ming Ngan takes office ......ccevvrinniiriniinriniinnne Aug. 23.
Do. Officials degraded for cowardice, &e. ............... Sept. 2.
Do. Hurricane at San-sing ......ccooovvvvviiiiiiirinininnns Nov. 16, 28.
Do.  Successful operations against banditti ...... Deec. 8.
Do. Inguests and Cnstoms’ duties—abuses Dec. 11, 29.
Heh-lung Kiang—Inspection of troops ..........cccoeeeees Jan. 19.
Do. Brigands captured near Pa.yen Su-su  April 15.
Do. Official arrived at place of banishment June 7.
Do. Mounted brigands at Pa-yen Su-su Sept. 10, 23.
Do. Cattle-lifting raids ............ ...coe... Sept. 80.
Moxaorra.
Jeh-ho—Inspection of hunting grounds .. .........ccoeers July 9.
Kalgan—Disaster through floods .......ccccoovvieiiiininiinnns Aug. 18, 30.
Urga—Munitions of war supplied..... ... Jan, 13.
Do. Assistant Imperial Agent ............ooooovveniennnn.. Sept 20,
TUliasutai—Cost of repairing walls............occeeviininnnn.. May 24,
Ulan Oh’ap league—irregularities,,............ covrerennenns Sept. 9, 21,
Kokonor—Durbar of nobles, &e. .......oocovviiiiiiiiiiennnens Ocb, 12,
Extortions by officer of Imperial guards ..................... June 25, Sept. 10, 24.

Census of droves and herds in Imperial pasturages ...... Sept. 9.
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Tae PROYINCES,
Chihll—See Drought, &e.

Shantung—Governor Wén Kéh arrived at Peking ...... Ang. 3.

Do. do. do. takes office ............... Oct. 19.

Do. Eulogy upon former acting-Governor ......... Oet. 11,
Honan—Commission ¢f Enquiry ....coccovviiiiiininiiniini, Oct. 6, Deo. 6.

Do. Yiian Pao-héng senb as relief Commissioner ... Dec. 12, 25.
Do. Governor and Lieut,-Governor dismissed ...... Dec, 14, 23.
Do. Report of commission of enquiry ................. Dee. 24-26.

Shansl—Lieut.-Governor denounced by Tso Tsung-t'ang Aug. 23, Sept. 2.
Do. do. do do. Sept. 11, Nov. 19, Dec. 24,
Do. Censor’s memorial on distress..............ooceeenn. Sept. 14, 23.
Do. Poppy cultivation .. N 2y Oct. 13, Nov, 3,
Do. Suppression of bug,mdaga ......... cusseewes. 1386 16,17
Do. High Commissioner’s reporb ......c..cesvivinnnnnn. Dee. 20,

Do. See Drought, de.

Sheusi—Mutiny of irregulars.........cocoivirviiriieinnns ... Nov. 22, Dee. 5.
Do. State of affairs —Governor's explanation Nov. 26, Dee. 11, 17.
Do.  Governor called to order..........cevvvieeriininnnns Dee. 17.

Kansuh—Repair of walls of Lan-chow Fu May 20.

Do. Condition of province and mil. organization... June 14.
Do. Tea-trade Monopoly ......ccvsvvvvvieiinineriiaiiinn July 20, 30.
Do. Coinage operations deferred........................ Nov. 3,

Nganhwel—Sub-perfects at Ta-t'ung ........... voone Sept. 26.

Do. Plagus of locusts .......coovveivsvsiniiniinnicinn Nov. 19.

Do, Malversation by District Magiatrate ......... Dee. 20.

Do. Customs’ buildings at Wuhu ........ccooeens Dec. 27.
Kiangsu—Grain-tax in Nanking districts remitted ...... Aug. 23, Sept. 8.
Chébkiang—Governor Mei K'i-chao takes office ......... July 12.

Do. Endowment for charitable uses ............... Ang. 31

Do. Relative of Governor retired .................. Aug, 31.

Do. Cantovese war-junks dismissed ............... Ang. 31.

Do. Lol Oame: iuievisisnsiviisiveiisievsisiise

Do, Sea-wall in Hangchow Bay
Fohkien—Wén Yih allowed to come to Peking............ Jan, 12, 23,

Do, Attempt to bribe Governor .........ccovvvvrnnnnn. Jan, 15.

Do. Ting Jih-c’hang on judicial abuses............. . April 14,

Do. Famine relief measures............coouviinnnns venee July 13,

Do. Disastrous tlood at Foochow July 5, 18,

Do. Right of summary execution ... July 18.

Do. Duty on rice remibted .............covvviinneiinnn. July 23, Aung. 3.
Do. Prefect of Foochow ......... wene  Aug. 3.

Do. Governor Ting Jih-ch’ aug—ccmgé e Aug. 13, Oct. 24,
Do. Judicial Commissioner takes of.ﬁca ............... Sept. 1.

Do. College of practical instruction .................. Oct. 10.

Do. Taotai of Yen-Kien-Shao Intendancy ......... Nov. 25,

Do. Magistrate of Lo-yiian degraded .............. $ Dec. 20,

Formosa—Proposal to establish Governorship ............ Jan. 31, Feb. 24,

Do. Special allowance to Governor on visits ...... July 18.
Do. Reforms in administration .........coocevvnninnnn, Aug. 2.
Do. Ixecution for neglect of duty and oppression May 8.

Do. Miscellaneous taxes abolished..................... May 9.



Formosa—Ex-Colonel transported...............ccvuvevrvnrnnn
Do. State of affairs on East Coast.............coenne
Do. | Prefect of North Formosa ..........ccccoeeerernns

Kwangtung—Disastrous floods .............

Do. do. (1 Fs S kR
Do. House of detention for w1tneases
Do. Steam cruisers employed

Do. Importations of ries ........ccovvniiinnniininninns
Do. Tour of inspection by Supt. of Customs ..,

Kwangsl—General Féng Tsze-ts'ai and state of affairs...

Do. Aborigines admitted to degrees...
Yiinnan—Outbreak among Lolos in Ta-li Fu ..... e
Do. Penalties on officials of T'éng-yiieh, ete. ......
Do, General-in-chief takes office.........ccciiiiiiininnn
Do. Rebuilding of walls and public edifices needed
Do. Supply of copper..
Do. Lieut.-Governor Tu .T ul-lian arrlvad ............
Do. Disturbances suppressed PO TE S e
Do. Appointment to prefecture of P'u- urh .........
Do. Governor-General asks for two months’ congé
Do. do. asks permission to retire ...
Do. General Yang Yii-k'o changes his abode ......
Do. Ex-Governor Ts’sén prospectively mulcted ...
Do. General Yang Yii-k’o’s benefactions ............
Do. Duties remitted in aid of copper freights ......
Do.  Financial distress—proposed foreign loan......
Do, Governor P’an Ting-sin recalled ........ .........
Do. Copper supply for provincial mints 7
Do. Insurgents in Yin Chow captured...............
Do, Qutbreaks suppressed
Do. Acting Governor, etc
Kweichow—Arrears of military pay..........ccevvervvennnnn,

Do. Sale of titles’ office in Shantung ...............

Do, Riot among literary candidates

Do. Abuses of lekin system .......cccevveernniinnnnn.

Sze-ch’wan —Tung-hiang outrages ; report ..

Hupeh—Declared impoverishment of exchequer

Do. do. do. final report &,c-.

Do. Lieut.-Gov. Tn Ju-lien’s departure

Do. Land-tax receipts 4

Do. Gov.-Gen, Ting Pao- chéng 8 arrwa.l v
Do. Officials denounced and degraded .........
Do. Alleged murder of tribal chieftainess ......
Do. Manchu Gen.-in-chief allowed to retire ...
Do, Salt monopoly— proposed new system ...

Do. District Magistrate cashiered..................

Do. Ii Han-chang takes Governor’s seal

Do. Grain-tax commubation .........ccceovviviieiivinnan
Hunan—Governor summoned to Peking ........cocvvuvnnnns

ExpranarorY NOTES.

The phrase min-kiao in connection with converts .........
The Ministry of State in Tibet ...... ..o

June 13.
Aug. 3.
June 26, Sept. 30.
July 16, 28.
Aug, 11, 21.
Aug. 21,
Aug. 23,
Oct. 29, Nov, 17, 18.
Dee. 26,
June 25,
Aug. 25,
Jan, 14,
Feb. 2, 24,
Feb, 16, 18.
May 11.
May 11.
June 16.
July 8, 20.
July 18.
July 22,
Aug. 27.
Aug, 29,
Sept. 1.
Sept. 1.
Sept. 2.
Sept. 29.
Oct. 6.

Nov. 3.
Nov. 8.
Nov. 24,
Dec, 13.
May 9.
Sept. 21.
Sept. 29.
Oct. 11.
Jan. 4,
Nov. 23, Dec. 8.
Jan, 9.
Mar. 8.
July 2,
Aug. 10, 20.
Aug. 20.
Sept. 13.
Oct. 11, Nov. 24,
Nov, 24,
Nov. 25.
Dee. 3.
Dee. 12,
Nov. 23,

Feb, 1
T'eb. 16.



The Sacred Edict ...... ...oovvvvennnne SRR R Feb. 22,
The squatter King, Han Pien Wai ......coociiiiiininnnnnnn, May 11.
Ts’ien Yung-tséng, Secy. to Gov.-Gen. Li Hung-chang... June 30.

Taotai Ting She-pin and superstition July 17.
Libationers of Imperial Academy ..........ccoovviiiunane ... July 22,
Mission to Japan ......ccceevvnieniicnninne: .. Aug, 29,
Mourning to be observed for a mother.......... i Ve Qct. 31.
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Jan. 1st,—(1) The high authorities of
Kiangsu memorialize presenting a list, in
obedience to commands received, of the
officials who have distinguished themselves
in the operations against the iusurgent
banditti known as the Fuh Fei rlllrﬁﬁ

or Turban Brigands. An outbreak of
these lawless depredators took place in
July last in the Hai-ehow Prefecture in
northern Kiangsu, which was speedily
suppressed, and the names of the civil and
military officials engaged in the operations
which resulted in the capture of the ring-
leaders and the apprehension or slaying

1?& of a number their followers, are
submitted to the Throne,

(2) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General
of the two Kiang provinces, memorializes
forwarding a representation on the in-
creased cost of camphorwood timbers
required for the construction of man-of-
war junks at the two building yards of
Naunking and Wu-ch’ényg (in the Poyang
Lake.) In reply toa previous statement
to the same effect, the Board of Works had
written declining to recognize any increase
in the charge for material in excess of the
rates sanctioned in 1819  The offi ials
concerned have now ouce more represented
that the supply of camphor-wood has
fullen off of late years, and must needs be
brought from increasingly greater dis-
tances. The population from among whom
the timber is procured, moreover, is

inflnenced to so great an extent by tha.

féng shui superstition, that large offers are
necessary to induce them to come forward
with supplies. Another reason which
countributes to the enhancement of prices,
especially at Nanking, is that the late
Governor of Kiangsi, Lin Kw'éu-yih,
obtained sanction to a proposal he made
in 1872 that no exemptions from likin
should be granted on any materials what-
soever when pwrchased on Government
aceount for any of the provincial adminis-
trations., The cost which it is requested
may be sauctioned for the purchase of
timber on account of the Nanking build-

ing yard is Tls. 6.9.6.1.9 per fang (square
chang ?). The price estimated on behalf of
the Wu-ch'dng establisment in 7600 cash
for the same quantity.—Sanctioned by
rescript,

(3) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General
of the two Kiang provinces, memorializes
reporting that the state of his health
has compelled him to place the
discharge of his duties as president of the
Military Examinations in the hands of the
lientenant Governor (Fan-t'ai.) A detailed
account of his symptoms, connected with a
chronic ailment of the throat and chest,
is submitted, and sanction to one month’s
congé is asked for.—Granted by rescript.

(4) The high authorities of Kwangtung
report the apprehension of a certain per-
son named Hwang Shih-ling Ta, and
others, in the Kno-chow prefecture, for
the offence of unlawfully constituting
themselves into a secret fraternity. Eight
prisoners have been arraigned in all, from
whose confessions it appears that upwards
of forty persons had associated themselves
together, each contributing a sum of a few
hundred or a thousand cash, which was
placed in the hands of the leader to
purchase the materials for a feast. At
the gathering that ensued, they pledged
themselves to each other as brothers, adopt-
ing such designations as the Society of
the Three-in-one (I'riad), the Poor-and-
Needy Society, the Parent’s Society, and
the like. Hwang Shih-ling Ta was elected
by common consent as the Great Elder
Brother ; and he proceeded to fabricate a
doorway, by means of bamboos stuck into
the ground with paper pasted over them,
which he ealled the Mu Yang Ch’éng (the
Wood-Willow City). He further built up
a bridge with tables and chairs, and
required each member of the fraternity to
pass under it into the city. The objects
of the brotherhood were declared to be
mutual assistance in case of need, and
common contribution towards the funeral
expenses of any fellow-member.  After all
had eaten and drunk, the meeting broke
up. It is observed hereupon, that the



i

[Jax. 1—3.

object of this association was merely that
of raising a certain amount of funds, and
that the books which have heen seized
belonging to it, although full of foolish
absurdities, certain nothing of a seditious
type. Nevertheless, the tendency since the
rebellion to organize secret sucieties of a
dangerons character has been so great that
any attempt in that direction must needs be
severely punished ; and the prisoners now
in enstody will be dealt with as the law
directs, steps being at the same time taken
for the arrest of their remaining confeder-
ates.

Jan. 2nd.—(Conrt Circular.) The Gov-
ernor of Shun-t'ien Fu reported a fall of
upwards of five inches of snow (on the 31st
December.)

(1) A Decree. Tso Tsung-t’ang has re-
ported to Us the result of his investigation
into the circumstances of an attack rashly
made by the troops upon the city of Manas,
and their consequent defeat. It appears
that in the first moon of this year (Feb-
ruary, 1876), Ngéh-rh-k'ing-8h, deputy
lientenant General of Liang-chow, and
the Brigadier General Féng Kwei-tséng,
made arrangements in councert with the
divisional commander Sii Hio-knng to
attack Manas, It was agreed in the first
instance that an assanlt should be made
on the 29th (February 23rd); but no
precise hour was tixed upon. The forces
commanded respectively by the two above-
named officers advanced first to the attack,
and were defeated ; and when Sii Hio-
Kung came up at the head of his body of
troops, the rest of the forces had already
been beaten back ont of the city, beyond
the possibility of being rallied by snpports.
Ngéh-"rh-k’'ing-8h, who, in his eagerness
to gain credit for himself, made this rash
advance without taking counsel with Kin
Shun (commandinginchief on the frontier),
in order that plans might be maturely
organised, has committed an offence which
merits punishment. Tet the proper Board
pronounce upon the penalty to be awarded.
As regards Béng Kwei-tséng, who, having

been severely wounded, expired on
the field of battle shouting impreca-
tions against the enemy, We com-

mand the proper Board to report on the
honours that should be awarded in his
case. Let the rest be done as is
proposed,

(2) The Court of Censorate memorializes
forwarding an appeal lodged by one Yen
Ling-shun, a native of T’éng Chow, in the
province of Honan., He states that in
January, 1876, a man named Yen Sino-tsi
was one of the managers of the annual fair

held in his village in honour of the Bull God
é’:_EE, and interfered to shut up a gamb-

ling table which had been set up by a
man named Lin Hing, with the nssistance
of Liu Yii-tien and others. These men,
enrnged at being meddled with, got to-
gether a gang of between sixty and seventy
persons, with whom they burst into the
fair, armed with a large gingall. Liu-hing,
acting under the command of one Liu-
kieh, fired this weapon, and lodged a
charge of shot in Yen Siao-tsi’s shoulder.
A pitched battle ensued, in the course of
which a number of persons were wounded ;
and Yen Siao-tsi died a fortnight after-
wards, An examination of his remnins
was mnde by order of the department
magisirate, on complaint being lodged with
him, and five gingal balls, as large as a
man’s thumb, were taken out from his
shoulder. Lin Hing, upon this, teriified
at the conseguences of his act, got some
thonsands of l'aels together, with which he
bribed the whole staff of the magistracy,
through the agency of one Liu Yii-shan,
who had the ruu of the yamén, When
the case came on for hearing, the Mayis-
trate merely punished Liu Hing with a
beating and locked him up, taking no
notice of the other offenders. Appeals
were hereupon made to the higher authori-
ties, by whom the case was referred back
to the Magistracy ; but the report which
was sent up by the Magistrate in reply
represent 'd that Lin Hing had been
out shooting birds and had accidentally
wounded Yen Siao-tsi in the chest, and
that the deceased man had come by his
death throngh an exposure of the surface
of the wound to the cold air some days
afterwards. The appellant, denied justice
locally, hias sought to obtain it by present-
ing himself at Peking. —Referred back in
the usual manner.

Jan, 3rd. —Ting Pao-chiéng, Governor of
Shantung, presents a list of the officials
who have exerted themselves in connection
with the Arsenal founded in the provinee,
in conformity with Imperial sanction
received to this effect. The services refer-
red to are described as consisting in the
inaunguration of works of considerable
magnitnde, the transportation of foreign-
made machinery, and the prompt naviga-
tion of the Wan Nien T's'ing steam-trans-
port, for all of which a certain degree of
credit is due. The names of seven officers
are submitted with a view to the bestowal
of rewards.—Rescript : TLet rewards be
bestowed as proposed upon Kia Chéu and
the others named, Let the proper Board



take note. The list of names is transmitted
herewith.

Jan, 4th—(1) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-
General of the Two Kiang, and Wu Yiian-
ping, Governor of Kiangsu, having jointly
memorialized requesting that a title of
eanonization be conferred on the deceased
Governor of Honan, Ts’ien Ting-ming,
and that a special temple be erected in
honour of his memory, a decree is issued
acceding to this request, in addition to
the honours heretofore conferred.

(2). Wén Kéh, acting Governor-General
of Sze-ch’wan, makes a report of circum-
stances additionally brought to light in
connection with the proceedings of the
military in the Tunghiang district (see
Gazettes of September, October and Novem-
ber, 1876.) He received on the 29th
September a despatch from the Board
of Punishments, communicating a copy
of the Imperial decree issued on the
3rd of that month, in which a stringent
enquiry was ordered into the circnm-
stances alleged in the complaint of Yiian
Ming-kiao. A special officer was deputed
hereupon to proceed to the spot to make
enguiry, and his report, received on his
return to the provineial capital on the
19th November, is as follows :—Having
changed his style of dress on his arrival
at Tung-hiang, he made enquiries pri-
vately in all directions. He hands in
a separate paper setting forth the points
upon which he has elicited no anthentic
proof whatever., What has been dis-
covered is this : —An infant, less than a
year old, the child of a family named P’ang,
was carried away by the soldiers of one
of the battalions ; and a man named
Chao and several others of the Ts'ien-
féng stockaded village were wounded,
though not mortally, by some of the
roldiers. A number of houses were burnt,
furthermore ; but whether this was the
act of the lawless inhibitants or of the
goldiery is variously stated, Whilst on his
jonrney toward Tung-hiang, the emis-,
sary happened to meet General Li
Yeo-héng himself at the city of T'ung-
chwan Fu, on his arrival there at the
head of his force. 'I'he emissary observed
a lady’s chair being carried into the
inu where the General lodged, and found
that he had with him a conecubine and
three serving women. On the following
day, the emissary encountered at the next-
stage the other incriminated official, Lin
Tao-tsung, who had with him two wives or
concubines, four children, and two
serving women. These were all stated to
beling to Liu's family. Oun receipt of this

report, the acting Governor-General has
been filled with amazement ut the laxity
of military discipline it betrays, not alone
in respect of the toleration of outrages on
the part of the soldiery, but also in the
fact that officers in command of troops
should have set at defiauce the regulations
which forbid then to be accompanied
by their families when on active service,
Pending farther enqguirf moreover,
it is impossible to feel assured that
the persons in queslion were actually
what they are stated to lave been.
The facts are brought at ouce to the Im-
perial notice, with a confession on the
memorialist’s part of his own shorteoming
in having failed to discover them earlier ;
and he requests that the two officers in
question may be handed over to his suc-
cessor to be tried and stripped of their
rank as may be needful. (For Rescript,
see Gazette of Dec. “6th.)

Jan, 6th.—(1) The Governor of Cheh-
kiang memorializes reporting a further
stage in the proceedings in connection with
the alleged case of murder of a husband,
which has been removed to Peking for in-
vestigation (see Gazetfes of Nov. and Dec.,
1876.) A decree was issued on the 2ud
November, 1876, directing, at the instance
of the Board of Puuishments, the actual
remaing of the deceased man, Koh
P’in-lien, to be forwarded to Peking for
examination ; and, in conformity with
this injunction, the coffin containing the
remains has been verified, sealed up, and
forwarded to the capital. On arrival
there, it is to be deposited at a temple
outside the Hast Gate. The District
Magistrate of Yii-hang, who has been
suspended from his office, is likewise
ordered to Peking.

(2) The President of the Board of
Works, Kw'ei-ling, reports that, havieg
held a survey, as commanded by a decree
dated the 20th June last, of the Grand
Tablet Pavilion forming part of the
Mausoleum of the Emperor Shun-che (the
first of the Manechiu Sovereigns of China,
A D. 1644-1661), be has drawn up speci-
fications of the dimensions and style of
work required, upon which estimates have
been prepared according to the rules of
the Board, with the resuls that an amount
of Tls, 401,713 is the sum required for the
restoration of this building. Contractors
of approved standing have been called in,
to whom it was proposed, in conformity
with precedent, to entrust the work ou
payment of one half of the estimated cost
in cash (the remninder being taken in the
value of the old materinls); but in this
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instance it has to be represented that the
building is in so ruinous a condition that
the materials count in reality for very little,
and that the work is more nearly like an
entire reconstruction than mere repairs.
The contractors further shew that the
transport of the blocks of stone required
will necessitate the employment of sixteen-
wheel heavy trucks, and also that the prices
of all materials, wages, and necessaries
have risen. The building in question, it
ijs further observed, is the most glorious,
as it is also the earliest, work of the
Eastern Mausolea, and the task of restora-
tion admits of no delay. It will be necessary
to prepare the stone and other materials
during the present winter, in order to begin
work early in the year ; and it is requested
that eight-tenths of the whole amount
estimated for be issued in cash—7/10 to
be paid to the contractors, and 1/10,
together with the difference on the whole
amount between the government and
commercial weights, to provide for
the official expenses of superintendence,
ete. It is further requested that a sum of
Tls. 100,000 on account be provided
immediately by the Board of Revenue,
( A decree in reply, published on the 25th
December last, gives sanction to the
proposed arrangements).

Jan, 6th.—(1) Chang-shan, Manchu
General-in-chief at Canton, memorializes
requesting sanction to two months’ congé
which he has taken, having placed the
lieutenant General Kwoh-léh-miu in charge
of affairs, for the benefit of his lealth.
He represents that his constitution suffered
in early life through excessive study, and
that his health has been much affected by
the climate of Canton, where he has held
his present post since 1869. Although not
yet 50 years of age, his hair is as white as
snow. The report of his medical advisers,

imperatively ecommanding rest for a
time, has grievously disturbed him,
profoundly conscious as hs is of the

importance of his duties, especially at a
place such as Canton, where there are
foreign inhabitants as well as Chinese,
and where the preservation of order is a
matter of the first importance ; beside
which he has to attend to the questions
arising between the Bannermen and the
ordinary population, the monthly filling-
up of vacaucies, and the drill, also mouthly,
of the corps armed respectively with
foreign rifles and with gingalls.—The
application is granted by rescript.

(2) The Governor-General of the two
Kwang provinces reports that an expectant
Magistrate named Kung Chén, who was

in charge of the opium-license likin station
at 'I'amshui (in Hwei-chow Fu) had been
discovered by his servants to have com-
mitted suicide by hanging himself from
a beam, two days after his return to
his post from Canton in November last.
Life was extinct when the body was dis-
covered. It is repouried, farther, that a
paper had been found in the deceased’s
handwriting, declaring that he had dis-
covered abuses in course of being per-
petrated by the staff of the likin office,
and that intimidation had been bronght
to bear against him by the underlings.
An investigation of the case has been
orderd.

Jan. Tth.—(Court Circular). The Prince
of Kung returned thanks for the gift of
a sable-skin robe.

(1) A decree appointing Kw’én-kang

E IE] and K’ing-fuh i@ to the
dignity of Sub-Chancellors of the Grand
Secretariat, with rank as Vice-Presidents
of the Board of Ceremonies annexed.

(2) Ting Pao-chéng, newly appointed
Governor-General of Sze-ch’wan, reports
having received on the 9th December
the decree in which he is permitted to
visit Peking for audience before proceed-
ing to his new post, and having accordingly
handed over his seal of office a8 Governor
of Shantung to the lientenant Governor
(Fan-t'ai) on the 11th of that month, He
would set out on his way to Peking on the
30th December.

(3) Ting Pao-chéng likewise memorial-
izes on the receipt of the following report
from the Taotai at Chefoo :—On the Tth
November the Taotai received a note irm}l
the British Consul, Cheh Mei-shén (Mr.
Jamieson), stating that a British sailing
vessel, while on her voyage from Swatow
to Chefon, had picked up at sea eight
distressed Linchinans. The rescued
persons had been provided with clothing
by the crew of the vessel, and were now
forwarded to the Taotai’s care. It was
added that all that the Liuchinans had
with them was 17,700 cash in Japanese
(Kw’an Yung) currency, which amount was
sent to the Tavtai with the men themselves.
On being examined by the Taotai it was
found that none of these persons could
speak Chinese, nor, on having paper and
pencil given them, could any of them
write. As the proper course to pursue
was to forward them to Foochow, to
be sent back to their own country,
the Taotai proposed placing them on
board the steam transport Wan Nien
Ts'ing, which was about to proceed to
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Foochow for repairs. The Governor had
approved of this proceeding, (N.B. In
the reference to the British Consul, con-
tained in the foregoing memorial, the text
as printed in the Gazelte elevates the
characters Ying Kawoh,—British,—to the
head of the eovlumn, This, in a routine
document, is an innovation in the direc-
tion of due official courtesy.)

(4) In a postscript Memorial, Ting Pao-
chéng represents that the Arsenal estab-
lished at the provincial capital of
Shantung is under the control of the offi-

cial named Sii Kien-yin ﬁ &% ﬁ‘, who

may be depended upon to develope it with
regnlar progress and (o improve it con-
tinuously by his management. The memo-
rialist, who is now about to proceed to
Szech’wan, has learnt that the irregular
troops in that province are all accustomed
to the use of foreign firearms (rifles),
but that all their supplies of such weapons
are obtained from Shanghai. Not only
is the prime cost of the weapous consider-
able, but, owing to the distance to be
traversed, the cost of transport is extremely
heavy. Beside this, there is reuson to
apprehend that trickery and imposition on
thespart of the foreign importera is nok
always to be avoided, It is stated, more-
over, that the art of repairing the foreign
firearins is  unkpown in  Sze-ch’wan,
and on the occurrence of the least
defect, a weapon which may have cost ten
or fifteen Taels is thrown aside as useless,
The waste which is thus entailed, by he
necessity of providing fresh suppiies, is
incalculable. The Governor cons-quently
proposes to inke with him to Szeel’wan an
ofticer named Tséng Chao-ki, to lovk about
him, and to authorize this official to pur-
chase machinery, with the object bath of
enabling old material to be put and kept
in working order, and also to enable the
implements of warfare to be manufactured
on the spot, thus obviating the necessity
of purchnsing from abroad that which can
be mannfactured of as good quality at
home., — Rescript : It is noted.

Jan. 8th.—Li Han-chaug, lately trans-
ferred to the office of Governor-General
of the two Hu provinces, reports his ar-
rival at the provincial capital of Szech’-
wan, to which government he had provi-
ously been appointed. Having set out, in
despite of illness, from Ngan-k’ing on the
24th August, he proceeded on his journey
up the Yangtsze, reaching L-ch’aug about
the end of September, As the river was
high in the gorges at the time, and the
pust-road uunder water, he changed the

course of his jm!rnuy to the route by way
of She-nan Fu (in Hupeh) and Shun-k’my
Fu (in Sze-ch’wan). The wountains erossed
were deep in snow and the roads steep
and circuitous. Some delay was also
caused on the way by illuess brought on
by the inclemency of the weather, so that
it was not until the 8th December that he
reached Ch’dng-tu Fu. The acting Go-
vernor-Geeneral was unable tg hand over
charge to him at once, owing to his
being engaged with the military examina-
tions, and wrote informing him that
he had received on the 25th Novem-
ber the decree by which the memorialist
is transferred to the Governor-Generalship
of the two Hn provinces Li Han-chang,
hereupon, with expressions of his own
unworthiness, observes that during hLis
former service in the post to which he is
now transferred once more, he was in-
capable of discharging the slightest portion
of his debt of loyalty, and that, in the
execution of the mission to Yiiunan to
which he was appointed last year, he fell
short even yet more grievously from the
accomplishment of his duty. He can now
but inadequately expresas his gratitude
for his transfer back to Hupeh, where not
alone will he enjoy the advantage of being
in a familiar situation, but he will also be
ennbled to fulfil the longings of his filial
affection (by resuming the care of his aged
mother). In view of the mnon-arrival for
some time to comé of the newly-appointed
Governor-General, Ting Pao-chéng, and
the enquiry that is ordered to be held
into the Tang-hiang outrages, he begs to
be instructed whether or no he shall take
oyer charge of the provincial government.
—-Reseript: Let Ting Pao-chéng invesligate
the Tung hinng outrages. Let Li Han-
chang proceed forthwith to take up his
post in Hu Kwang,

Jun. 9h.—'T'so Tsung-t’ang, Governor-
General of Kansul, &ec., memorializes with
reference to a despatch some time ago
received from the Board of Revenue, to
the effect that notwithstanding repeated
reminders, not a syllable had been received
from the proyincial government of Kansuh
by way of 1eport upon the revenue derived
from the likin tax. The Board desired
that attention should be paid to the tenour
of its memorial laid before the Lhroue in
April lnst, and also of its present commu-
nieation ; and that within two months after
the receipt of the despaich, returus of the
collection, whether levied upoun general

merchandize, upon opium, or on salt,
should be submitted in detail. The
| Governor-General represents, hereupon,
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repeating a statement lanid before him
by the provineial fikin Board, that the
accounts of the collectorate are so multi-
farious as to forbid the possibility of
complying with the Board’s iunstructions
within the preseribed time, He begs
for an extension of the period, accordingly.
—Granted by reseript.

(2) The high authorities of Kiangsu
present a statement of the difficulties
encountered this year in the navigation of
the Grand Canal, owing to lack of water,
in exculpation of the Grain Comptroller of
the Kiang-An Intendancy, who has been
held responsible for the delay in the
arrival of the grain junks at T’ung Chow.
The grain fleet of the year was hauled
over the locks nt Ts’ing-kiang P'u on the
23rd March, but they underwent a deten-
tion of upwards of 40 days owing to the
shutting-off of water while repairs were
being effected in Shantung, and it was not
until the 8th June that they passed on into
that province. On the 18th July the
whole fieet crossed the Yellow River. This
was a month earlier thun in 1870. The
waters of the Yellow River were so low
that great difficulty was experienced in
entering the nothern section of the Canal,
and it was only on the 29th July that the
first half of the squadron managed to make
its way in and proceed on its way to
T’ung Chow. The second half was pre-
vented from going forward by absolute
want of water, as the river Wei was so low
that the authorites did not venture to
open the sluices, and the cargoes were
therefore transhipped into northern boats
and carts. This operation was completed
by October 10th, and the grain reached
T’ung Chow by the 30th October, which
waus three weeks earlier than in 1870. It
s besonght that the Grain Comptroller be
exempted from penalties.—Granted by
rescript.

(8) Tu Jui-lien, lately appointed lieuten-
ant-Governor (Fan-t'ai1) of Yiiunan, reports
having handed over the seal of office lie has
been holding in Szech’wan, on the 24th
November, to his successor Ch'éng Yii,
on the latter’s arvival from Peking,

Jan. 10th.—A Decree. Let Sih Ta-cl’ény

}';‘..ﬁ j(}]jt succeed to the post of Brigadier-

General of the Barkoul command, in
Kansuh,

Jan. 11th. (1) A decree based npon a
memorial from the ex-Governor of Shuun-
t'ien Fu, P'eng I'su-hien, with reference to
the relief to be aflorded to the sufferers by
famine in the Kiaug peh region who have
been driven into the prefecturcs of Soochow

and Ch’ang-chow, in Kiangsu. The pro-
vincial government is authorized to divert
10,000 piculs of the preseut season’s grain
collection to purposes of relief. The
amonnt is to be made good, for shipment
to Peking, out of the supplementary levy
assessed at the same time with the anbumn
collection. Three-tenths of the reserve
grain in store and of the amount aceruing
for sums lodged at interest, are also to be
expended by the district authorities in
conjunction with the local notables on
measures of relief. Not a single subject
is to be left in a state of destitution.

(2) A decree cashiering a number of
district Magistrates in Chihli for corruption
and inefficiency, at the instance of the
Governor General Li Hung-chang.

(3) A decree based upon a memorial
from the Censor Li Kwei-lin, who has
represented that numerous abuses are
entailed by the practice, on the part of
Superintendents of Customs and of the
Imperial Manufactories, of employing their
personal dependents in positions of
authority, coutrary to regulation. 1t is
now commanded that this practice be
rigorously put a stop to for the future.

(4) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General
of Kansuh, etc., reports the particulars
ageertained with reference to the failure
of the attack rashly unudertaken upon the
town of Manas by two of his subordinate
commanders on the 23rd February last, as
stated in his memorial dated the 6th May.
(See decree published on the 2ud inst., for
details.)

(3) The Governor of Kwangsi reports
the arrival at the provineial capital of the
tribute mission despatched, as lately re-
ported, by the King of Annam. The mis-
sion, consisting of three superior envoys,
eight other officials, and nine attendants,
reached Kwei-lin Fu on the 2ud December ;
and orders had been given by the Governor
to provide its members with hospitable
entertainment during the period of their
stay. As it had been reported to hiw,
moreover, that they were insufficiently
provided with clothing for the long journey
before them, he had provided them, at his
own expense, in aceordance with an old
regulation, with embroidered official robes,
and with fur and wadded garmeuts. The
party was to set out on its onward journey
on the 11th December, and should reanch
Peking after the middle of February.

(6) The Governur of Nyan-hwei memo-
rializes on the completion of a temple
ab Ngau-K'ing in honour of General

Chéng Hio-ki FEEh B, who died of a
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wound received by him at the taking of
the city of Kia-hing from the rebels in
March, 1864. It is now requested that his
name may be enrolled upon the list for
semi-anuunal sacrificial honours,—Granted
by rescript. (N.B. The deceased officer
was well-known as  General Ch’ing”
during the campaigns of 1862-1864).

Jan, 12th.—(1) A Decree, We have
received s memorial from Wén Yih (acting
Governor-General at Foochow) requesting
leave to come to Peking for audience. He
is at liberty to do so when Ho-king shall
arrive in Fuhkien. Let Ho-king assume
charge of Wén-yih’s office of Manchu
Geeneral-in-chief, in addition to his owu.

(2) ¥Yung Yoh-pin, Inspector of the-

Yangisze naval forces, memorializes re-
porting the result of his inspection of the
war junks and defences along the course
of the river. Having visited Ch’ang-sha
in Hunan in April last, and conferred
with the Governor of Hunan on military
matters, and subsequently visited and
taken counsel with the high authorities
of other provinces, he subsequently as-
ceuded the course of the river from its
mounth, bearing carefully in mind the due
discharge of his duty at such a time as
the present, when the defeunce of the river
is 80 urgent a necessity He inspected
the ernisers and forces of the Kwa-chow,
Hu-k’ow, Han-yang, and Yoh-chow com-
mands, and paid close attention to their
performances in rowing and steering, as
well as to their practice with artillery and
firearms. A favourable report is given
of the efficiency of the crews.

(3) The Guvernor of Kiangsu memo-
rializes stating that a report was some
time ago received by him from the Taotai
at Shanghai to the effect that on the 14th
September last a foreign vessel was seen
by the inhabitants of a village in the
buy of Hangchow to be in distress,
whereupon the loeal fishing boats put
off 1o her assistanca, but she sank before
they could reach her. Nine aliens com-
posing her crew were rescued and brought
ashore, and having been passed on through
the hands of two district Magistrates in
Chehkiang, they were finally sent to the
Disrriet Magistrate of Shanghai,  They
were fouml to be provided with three
Linch’iuan passports (or certificates), and
three tickets to be worn on the person,
They could neither speak nor understand
Chinese, nor, when provided with pencil
aud paper, were they able to write, The
names Kin Hing-fan &e., were however
found inscribed on their certiticates and
tickets. The Taotai had provided the

party with food and clothing, and had
caused them to be sent by steamer to
Foochow for shipment to their native
country, The Governor was in the aet of
making report ou this subject to the
Throne, when he received a despatch from
the Governor of Fuhkien, to the effect
that on receipt of the nine shipwrecked
people, the official agent from Liu-eh’in
had discovered that they were not his
countrymen. On referring to their papers
and tickets it was found that the names
of functionaries and localities set forth
therein agreed with particulars given in
the description of Corea, and there could
be no doubt that the men themselves were
Coreans. The Governor of Fuhkien had
therefore sent them back by steamer to
Shanghai, requesting that they might be
forwarded by steamer to Tientsin and
thence to Peking. The memorialist here-
upon sent a petty official to Shanghai to
take charge of the party, and as the Peiho
is now closed by ice, he has caused them,
on the application of the officer placed in
charge of the party, to be provided with
warm clothing and despatched them over-
land to Peking, in order that they may
be sent thence to their natlive country.

Jan. 13th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the Governor of Kwang-
tung, reporting that the Literary HKx-
aminers for that province had returned to
Peking by the sea route. It is observed,
hereupon, that according to regulation the
Literary Kxaminers sent to the various
provinces should travel by the post roads ;
but of laute years the Examiners sent to
Canton have made it a practice, when re-
turning to Peking after fultilling their
mission, to allege illuess as a reason for
travelling by sea, in complete disregard of
the standing regulations, As the chief
and assistant Examiners in the presenb
ingtance have already set out on their jouor-
ney, no farther notice need be taken in
their case ; but for the future the practice
is forbidden.

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports
the mumber of octogenarian and non-
agenarian eandidates at the late provineial
examinations, to whom honorary degrees
have been awarded in conformity with
regulation, These were as follows : Of the
age of 90, four persons ; 90 and upwards,
four persous ; of the age of 80, six per-
aons,

(3) Chih-kang, Resident at Urga, and
his military colleagues, report upon the
supply of foreign gunpowder and am-
munition required for the cavalry t_lllﬂ
field actillery force organized at that point.
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Inetead of being purchased through the
Joeal military chest, supplies are hence-
forward to be drawn from the Field Force
Office of the province of Chihli.

(3) The Governor-General and Governor
at Foochow report the despatch of re-
mittances to Peking. Instructions had
been received for the supply from the
province of Fuhkien of the following
amounts, viz : To be paid to the Imperial
Household Treasury from the tea duty
receipts, Tls. 100,000 ; to the general fund
for Peking expeunditure, from the likin on
opinm, Tls. 50,000, together with Tls.
5,000 per mensem from the same source
toward the Peking reserve fund., 1In
obedience to these commands, Tls, 30,000
from the tea duty receipts, Tls, 10,000
from the likin on opium, and Tls. 25,000
toward the Peking reserve fund, have
already been sent forward. Owing to the
floods that have taken place, the financial
authorities mnow report the provincial
exchequer is in great straits, and for this
reason a loan of Tls. 50,000 has been
obtained from the local bankers, of which
Tls. 30,000 is reckoned as on tea duty
account, and the remainder on account
of likin. Mercantile draughts for these
amounts have been remitted by the
banks to the Board of Revenue and
the Household Treasury. 1n addition to
this, the provincinl exchequer has provided
a sum of Tls, 30,00 more, on account of
the monthly payments to the reserve fund
for the six months ending December 1oth,
and bank draughts for this sum are like-
wise forwarded. Aun apology is offered for
the transmission of these sums in paper,
with reference to the orders issued in
1875, at the instance of the Censor Lin
Jui-k’i.—Reseript : Let the departments
concerned take note, The character fsow
has been omitted at the close of this memo-
rial. Let the acting Governor-General
and the Governor be reported upou by the
Board,

Jan, 14th,—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Board of Ceremonies
upon the ceremonial to be observed at the
approaching New-Year’s Day (Feb, 13th.)
Upon this subjrct We have received the
benignant mandate of Their Majesties the
Empress Dowager and Empress Mother in
the following terms :—Oun the first day of
the 3rd year of Kwang Sii the enthrone-
ment in the Ts'ze Ning Kung and the
State banquet are to be dispensed with,
The insignia are not to be arrnyed. The
musicians are to assemble but not to
perform, The Emperor will perform the
obeisances in the Yany Sin Pavilion, The

princes, nobles, and ministers above the
second rank will performn their obeisances
outside the Yang Sin Tien. The officials
helow the third rank to do the same outside
the great gateway of the Palace (Wn Mén,)
Obeisances to be dispensed with on
the part of the ladies of the Court,
princesses imperial or consort, and ladies
of rank. The enthronement of the Km-
peror to receive congratulations will be
dispensed with. The stations at which
the princes, nobles, and officials will per-
form their obeisances to be taken up in
conformity with the proposals of the
Board. For the rest, be it as proposed.
(N.B.—The foregoing Decree has reference
to the mourning still continued for the
decease of the late Emperor )

(2) A decree based upon a further report
from the Governor-General, Tso Tsung-
t’ang, giving detailed particulars of the
operations which resulted in the capture
of Mauas. The southern city being
obstinately defended by the (Dungani)
rebels after the northern city had been
taken, Kin Shun made determined
atbncks upon the place at iutervals
between the Tth and the 19th Septem-
ber, and effected a breach by means
of his artillery fire. The place having
been closely invested with trenches and
attacked by means of mining operations,
a sortie was nt lenuth made by a body of
2 000 or 3,000 of the rebels, who ap-
proached the trenches feigning an intention
to surrender. The troops stood to their
aring, and when the vebel leader Ho Luh
gave the signal to his followers to rush
forward, the assailants were cut to pieces,
ineluding the so-styled generaiissimo Heh-
tstin, The action led to the immediate
oceupation of South Manas; and the
flying rebels were pursued and slaughtered
by the Hunan troops and cavalry of Kin
Shun’s force, together with the forces
which had been contributed by the military
Governor Yung-18fian and  other com-
manders.  T'he succes«ful strategy dis-
played by 'I'so Tsung-t’ang, and the skill
with which his plans have been matured,
are profoundly deserving of Our appro-
bation. To Kin Shun, for the brilliant
success achieved by his leadership of
the forces in their brave attack, We
d-cree, as a special mark of favour, the
distinetion of the double-eyed pencock
feather, and we confer upon him, in
addition, the hereditary rank of Yiin K'i
Yii (the 8th order of nobility.) The rank
of Yiin K’ Yii is likewise bestowed upon
Generals Lin Hun-fah and Ma Yii-kw'én.
—Fifteen pages of honours and rewards to
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the officers of the attacking army here
follow,

(3) The Governor-Geuneral of Yiiunan
eto. memorinlizes reporting the particulars
of the outbreak on the part of the Lolo tribe

of aborigines in the Téug-ch’wan

department in the prefecture of Ta-li Fu,
a preliminary report upon which was pub-
lished some mounths ago. The irrnption of
the savage mountaineers into the depart-
mental city, and the ultimate capture and
exocution of the ringleaders of the move-
ments, are described.

Jun. 16th,—(Court Cireular.) Ying Han,
Intely appointed to the post of Lienten-
ant-General of Urwmtsi, returned thanks
for the gift of a purse embroidered with
the character Fuli (**happiness.”)

(1) The Censor Chang Tav-yiian memo-
rializes urging measures of prevention
against abuse of the Imperial bounty in
counection with the remission of taxation
granted to the districts afflicted by fluods
or drought. He represents that the state-
ments seut forward by district officials are
as a rule based merely upon the reports
given in by clerks and underlings, and
that the memorials laid before the I'lirone
by provincial governors, themselves based
upon the reports received from subordinate
officials, are liable to be inflated in tenour,
detracting from the actual proportions of
the harvest, and exaggerating the amount
of suffering ecaused by drought or floods.
On the other hand, a variety of abuses
are perpetrated to the detriment of the
people themselves, by wanton delays in
publishing the edicts aunouncing remissions
of taxation, by the imposition of arbitrary
levies, etc., etc. He prays that stringent
commands be issued prohibiting under
severe penalties all malpracticezs of the
kind reterred to.—Rescript in this seuse
already published.

(2) Ting Jih-cl’ang, Governorof Fuhkien,
states in a posbseript Memorial that, whilst
engaged in preparations for a visit to
Formosa, he received a letter from an
official named Kin 'Téh-hung, formerly

attached to the Foochow Arsenal, to the |

effect that the expectant Prefect Tsiaug
Féng-tsao was desirous of contributing
Tuels 1,000 to the relief fund (for the
sufferers by the recent fluods), which sum
was repressuted by two commercial
draughts ; but that, as he did not wish his
name to appear as contributor, he haa
requested the writer of the letter to ad-
dress the Governor confidentially, entreat-
ing him to take his humble aspirations
mto cousiderativn, fur which he would be

il.nmeuaurub]y grateful, Upon this the
Governor nhaerves_tlmt Ithu receipt of the
letter had filled him with astonishment,
:\r‘:;m:.:;]u:.f}:o:a ocg.:urrad, Tsiaug Féng-tano

. pot; and, if le feels so
compuassionately  disposed toward the
sufferers, the wonder is that he did not
cume forward with Ilm; subacription at the
time, Besides, he is one of the officials of
the provinecial adwministration, and any
subscription he had to offer should have
been forwarded at the time to the
administrative Board, For what reason,
it must be asked, has he waited six wmonths
and then forwarded the amount in a
roundabout and confidential way to the
Governor’s hands?  As, morsover, he
declares that he doss not wish to have the
name of a clinrituble contributor, does he
expect that the Governor is to take to
himself these thousaud pieces of money
which are the property of another? Or
does he, perhaps, desire that the Governor
should pass the contribution off us his own }
Agnin—he asks, in handing in these
draughts, that his humble aspirations may
be considered. Now, subscriptions for the
relief of distress are a public and perfectiy
proper undertaking, and it is difficult to
perceive why the draughts should be so
secretly forwarded. Inamatterintended to
beunefit the multitude, what necessity is
there for calling attention to the giver’s
humble aspirations? The only explana-
tion that can be attached to the affair is
that it was the giver’s intention to tempt
the Governor with a surreptitious offer.
Tsiang Féug-tsao has, indeed, no acts of
wiscouduct on record against him in the
past ; but with behaviour so grossly re-
prehensible as this, it is too evident that
his designs would not bear the test of
serutiny.  Still; although Tsiang Féug-tsao
may have acted a wicked part toward the
Governor, the Goveruor has it not in him
to act » wicked part toward Tsiang Féug-
tsno, Ho has handed over Kin Téh-hung's
letter and the draughts for the Lls. 1,000
to the Lieutenant-Governor (Fun-t'ai) and
the Judicial Commissioner, whom he has
desired to summon Tsiang Féuy-tsao before
them and to imterrogate him minutely w_uh
reference to the various objections which
the Governor has enumerated, and to
impench him rigorously as circumstaunces
may direct, us a warning against corrupb
manceuvring. As for the fact thab the
conduet of the Gouvernor hiwself, it is
plain, is insufficient to command the con-
tidence of his subordinates, and that he
bas himself euntirely to blame for the
insult that has befallen him,—he feels bound
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to solicit a rescript from his Majesty,
handing him over to the Board for the
adjudication of a penalty, by way of
warning to those who fail to conduct them-
selves as is due in the relations between
superior and inferior. —Rescript: Let
the authorities aforesaid summon Tsiang
Féng-tsao before them, elicit the truth
from him by iuterrogation, and impeach
him rigorously as the circumsetances may
direct. We command the remission of the
penalty to which the Governor has asked
that he be subjected.

(3) The Governor-General and Go-
vernor of Kiangsu jointly memorialize
asking sanction for the erection of
a memorial temple at T’ai-ts’ang in
honour of the late Governor of Honan,
Ts'ien Ting-ming, a native of that place,

to commemorate his public services
during the rebellion. As one of the
notables of Kiangsu at the time of

the irruption of the Taipings into the
neighbourhood of Shanghai, he was at the
head of the provincial trainband organi-
zation, and he came forward in particular
to urge the despatch of reinforcements
toward the coast from the army of Tséng
Kwoh-fan, To secure this end he pro-
cured five European steamers to bring
troops down from Ngan-K’ing ; and he
rendered most active and efficient service
in the enrolment of auxiliary forces and
the raising of funds, etc.—at this time,
—For rescript see Gazette of 4th instant.

Jan, 16th.—(Court Circular.) Ting Pao-
chéng, Governor-General of Sze-ch’wan,
paid his respects (on his arrival at Peking.)
Ki-ho, Manchu Lieutenant-General of the
Canton garrison, asked instructions (on his
departure.) Téh-ch’un, Vice-President of
the Board of Works, asked instructions
on his departure to the Ming Tombs,—At
audience there were : the Grand Couneil ;
Ting Pao-chéng ; Ki-ho.

No documents of importance,

Jan. 17th.—(1) The Court of Censorate
memorializes forwarding a complaing
lodged by a body of the inhabitants of the
Héng-shuei district in Chihli, who appeal
against theunlawful exactionsand arbitrary
conduct of the taxing-clerks of the District
Magistracy. They hold lands under rental
from government, and should pay their
annual assessments, according to regula-
tion, in silver, whereas the tax clerks exact
a commutation in copper currency to the
amount of 6,000 or 7,000 small Peking
cash, including the charges for meltage,
ete. The exchange shops of the district,
however, make a report of the rate of
exchange every five days to the Magistracy,

and the rate for Government sycee is a trifle
over 3,600 small Peking cash per Tael, so
that an excess of upwards of 2,000 cash per
Tael is levied upon complainants, after
making all allowances for exchange
margin, The amount of rental collected
in the district is Taels 17,000 and odd,
from which it follows that upwards of
36,000,000 cash are levied in excess of the
proper demands. The distress from de-
ficient harvests has made itself so severely
felt that the petitioners have contested
the question with the tax clerks, but the
answer received has been that the collec-
tors themselves have such a multitude of
fees to pay in the magistracy, and in
the Assistant-Magistrate’s yamén as well,
that they have mno option but to levy
additional imposts upon the people at
large. Some dozen or more of the tax-
payers addressed themselves hereupon
to the Lieut.-Governor, but received no
reply to their request for information as
to the amount they should properly be
required to pay. Theynextsonght toobtain
a statement on the subject from the Gover-
nor-Geueral, but his Excellency was absent
from his official residence at the time ;
and their next step was to apply direct to
the Board of Revenue, from whence, in
September last, an official reply was ob-
tained. The tax clerks, however, con-
spired together and alleged that the Board
of Revenue’s despatch was a forgery, and
caused a warrant to be issued against the
complainants, with a view to intimidate
them, Further applications to the Lieuten-
ant-Governor led to orders being issued
to the Magistrate to enquire iuto the cnse,
and a special delegate was sent to look into
the matter. The tax-clerks, nevertheless,
suppressed a notice issued by this official,
in which it was declared that payments
should be made at the regulation rate, and
have frandulently asserted his orders to
have been that the rate to be observed is
5,600 small Peking cash, threatening the
terrors of the law against any recaleitrant
parties, The present appeal is consequently
lodged, with a prayer for investigation.—
Referred in the usual manner.

(2) The Governor-General of Yiinnan,
etc., reports the appointment of Brigadier-

Geenerals Ts’iian Tsu-k’ai é jﬁﬂ_ a5l and

Li Wei-shuh 3 ;‘ZE to the acting

churge of the Chao-t'ung and P’u-urh
commands respectively. .
(3) The Governor of Kiangsu memori-
alizes reporting the trial and sentence of a
son for causing the death of his father, by
pushing him down in the course of g
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quarrel, The old man slipped and fell
against a bean-curd press, receiving a
wound on the back of his head, from the
effects of which he died. Hie widow,
ignorant of the fact that she was infring-
ing the law, proceeded to inter the remains
without reporting the case to the authori-
ties ; but the District Magistrate, having
been informed of the affuir, proceeded to
hold an inquest ; and the son was llrl:ul?ted
and brought to trial. The law provides
that ‘& son who strikes his father or his
mother shall suffer death by decapitation ;”
and the guilty person has been sentenced
with this peunalty in the present cass. His
mother is acquitted from farther prose-
cution for her unintentional breach of the
law.— Referred by rescript to the Board
of Puanishmeuts for consideration and
report.

Jan. 18th.—The Governor-General of
Yiinnan, &e., memorializes with reference
to the appointment of a Taotai for the
P’u-urh Intendancy, on the extreme
southern border, in consequence of the
receipt of a report announcing that Ch’én
I”ing-chén, the officer lately appointed to
act in thabt capacity (as reported some
months ago), has announced the fact of his
being obliged to go into mourning retire-
ment on the death of his mother. The
names of two eligible officials are now sub-
mitted for selection at Peking. One is the
Prefect of Yiinnan Fu, Hiung Chao-king,
and the other the Prefect of Lin-ngan Fu,
Shih Tsiin, the official history of each of
whom is given with the usual minute de-
tail. —Referred for the decision of the
Board of Civil Office.

Jan. 19th.—(1) A Decree. Ting Pao-
chéung, Governor-(teneral of Sze-ch’wan, is
accorded the privilege of riding within the
precincts of the Palace.

(2) A Decree. Let Wén-ch’éng i 1%
succeed to the post of junior Assistant
President of the Censorate.

(3) Féng-shén, Military Governor of the
Amur province, and his Lieutenant-Gen-
eral, memorialize reporting. that, in con-
formity with standing regulation, the
second memorialist had proceeded in the
early part of November to a distance of
some 200 li north of the provincial capital
to exercise some of the troops 1n the
pursuit of game, after which they were
farther exercised in martial tactics. The
newly enrolled Si-tun, or reserve troops,
have likewise been inspected abt their
respective stations.

@ Jun, 20th.—(1) A Decree.
Ting-kwei

Let Hu

Ef'iﬁﬁ succeed to the |

vacant post of Supervising Censor of the
department of the Board of Ceremonies.

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General
of Chilli, d&c., memorializes denouncing
the department Magistrate and Assistant
Magistrate of Chao Chow, in consequence
of the escape from jail of a prisoner lying
under sentence of death, awaiting ouly
final confirmation from Peking without
hope of commutalion, The escape wus
effected at night, during the period when
the Magisteate himself was shut up in the
Exawination Hall ; but this circumstance
cannot be allowed to diminish his respon-
sibility, It is requested that his name be
handed to the Board for the adjudication
of a penalty ; and that the Assistant
Mugistrate, as officer directly in charge of
of the jail, be stripped of his rank and put
on trial. —Reseript assenting to these pro-
positions already published.

Jan, 21st.—(1) A decree commanding
the Board of Punishments to investignte a
complaint lodged with the Censorate by a
widow named Li Liu-she, belonging to
Uh'ang-p’ing Chow, near Peking, who
accuses certain persons of conspiring with
a cart-driver in the service of a noble of
the first degree, the Kung Jui-hing, to take
possession of a certain burial plot, from
which they have dug up and ejected the
remains interred. Justice has been sought
in vain for years past, according to com-
plainant’s statement.

(2) The acting Governor-General of Hu
Kwang memorializes with reference to
a petty civilian officer named Li Tao-
héng, who, having exerted himself during
the rebellion in the eurolment of
village militia, was given rank as a sub-
direcior of edueation, from which he
purchased advancement to the next step in
the same class. Having been appointed
to lill the office of director of education in
the Pa-tung district, he had proceeded to
I-ch’ang Fu on business connected with
the examinations, and was returning to
his post in February, 1875, carrying his
seal of office with him, when his boat was
capsized in the most dangerous part of the
rapids above I-ch’ang, and he was drowned.
His body was eventunlly recovered, bub
his seal of office was lost.  In accordance
with the regulation which provides for the
cuse of officials who may be drowned
whilst travelling on public business either
at sea, or on the Yangtsze, the Yellow
River or the great Lakes, posthumous
honours are now besought on behalf of the
deceased, in satisfaction to the manes of
a faithful servant.— Referred for the deci-
siou of the Boards concerned.
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(3) The Governor of Shansi memori-
alizes reporting the eseape of a prisoner
under sentence of death, whilst being con-
veyed back under gnard from the provineial
cnpital to the district to which he belonged.
Managing to lull the suapicions of the
men in charge of him, the prisoner seized
an opportunity of breaking his fetters and
escaping. The officials and guards re-
sponsible for his safe-keepingare denounced
in the usual mauner,

(4) The Governor of Kiangan reports
the disappearance of an expectant of
appointment to the office of Captain,
named Sun Sze-king, who, having risen
from the position of *‘“leader of irre-
gulars’” to the rank in question, juined
the Governor’s brigade in 1873, and
was made instructor of foreign drill,
Applications having been received from
Fubhkien for the services of this man and
two others to do duty there, the other
two individuals were sent to that province,
but Sun Sze-king was retained in his post
of instructor at Soochow, where his services
were needed. He went away, neverthe-
Jess, without leave of absence, on the 22ud
October last, and has not since been heard
of. It is observed that when the troops
in garrison at Soochow were converted into
a ‘‘drilled” force, and exercised in the
use of foreign firearms, to which experi-

mental practice with the Gatling %1‘*

gun was subsequently added, the officer in
question was sent to Shanghai to study
the theoretical part of his duty, after
which he returned to Snochow to conduct
the drill ot the troops. His conduet, in now
absenting himself without leave, at a time
when the force is atill far from proficiency,
is flagrantly insubordinate. As it is
thought that he may have betaken himself
to Foochow, the authorities of that
province have been requested to make
search for him and to send him back to
Soochow for punishment ; and a decree is
now solicited strippiug the offender of his
rank and excluding him for ever from
re-employment —Granted hy rescript.

Jan, 22ad (Court Circular,)—Téh-chi’un
paid lis respects on his rveturn from the
Ming Tombs.—Chow Kin-mei paid his
respects on his return from his mission as
Literary Examiner to Sze ch’wan.

(1) A deeree based upon a memorisl
from the Censor Chang Kwan-chun, who
has represented the urgent need of relief
mensures on behalf of the famine-stricken
population of the T'ai-yiian and other pre-
fectures in Shansi.  Injunctions are laid
upon the Governor of the province to re-
port as to the exemptions from taxalion

and State labour which it is proper to
grant to the distressed distriets,

(2) A Decree. Linu Kw’du-yih, Governor-
General of the Two Kwang, reports that a
Bricadier-General has apphied for leave to
resign his oflice on the ground of ill-health.
We command that Ting Sze-pin, Brigadier-
General of the Kieh-shih (Kit-shek) com-
mand in Kwangtung, be allowed to vacute

his office, and that P'éng Yi %EE

be appointed as his successor.

(3) A Decree. Let Kwang-lin E%

go to be Superintendent of Custums at
Hwai-ngan Fu.

(4) Memorial by P’éng Tsu-hien, ex-
Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu, on the relief
measures which are called for on behalf
of the famine-stricken refugees from the
central provinces, who, to the number of
upwards of 20,000 souls, he learns, have
migrated to the neighbourhood of Soochow
and Ch’angehow in search of the means of
subsistence. The allowance issued to these
people is at the rate of seven-tenths of a
piut of rice ( English measure ) per diem
to adnlts, and half this quantity for minors;
and the 6,600 piculs of rice appropriated
from the Peking rice tribute for the
necessities of Kiangnan will barely suffice
to meet this scale of issue for a period of a
little more than 50 days. He begs that
authority may be given for appropriating
an allowance of 10,000 piculs of rice from
the 680,000 piculs which are the quota
yielded by the Soochow, Sungkiang, and
adjacent prefectures in Kiangsu to the
Peking tribute, for the purpose of supplying
the wants of the distressed population. In
a postseript memorial he proposes that
additional supplies be drawn from the
district granaries, —For rescript see
Gazette of 11th inat,

Jan, 23rd.—(L) The high authorities at
Foochow report the arrival there of a junk
containing 25 distressed Liu-ch’inans, for-
warded on from the province of Chehkiang,
On being examined through an interpreter,
these people have stated that they sailed
from Napa, in Lin-ch’iu, on the 10th July
last, on a coasting voyage, and, having
been blown out to sea by a stormm and
disabled, their juunk finally drifted ashore
on the coast ot the Pling-hu district, in
Chelikiang, on the 28th of the same month,
Having been rescued from distress, and
supplied with provisions and clothing,
they were sent on to Foochow according
to regulation. They are now supplied, as
the regularions direct, with one pint of
rice and six eash for the purchase of aalt
and vegelables per diem ; and they will be
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sent back to their native country in their
own junk if she is found to be seaworthy,

(2) The Manchn General-in-chief and
acting  Governor-General at Foochow,
Wan-yil, memorializes entreating leave to
visit Peking for audience.—Granted by
rescript on 12th inst. .

(3) The Governor of Kweichow, Li
Pui king, memorializes in reply to a decree
he has received, to the effect that no
report had come to hand as to the degree
of famly counection between himself and

the Taotai Liu Yoh-shu @]ﬁﬂg, and

ealling for a statement from hum ou this
subject. He hus to explain in reply that,
although like himself Lin Yoh-shu is a
native of the province of Hunan, the per-
sonal acquaintance between them had been
of the slightest description. The official
in question was sent to serve in Kweichow
at the instance of the late Governor, and
he then attracted the memorialist’s notice
by his activity in the operations against
the rebels. In 1874-5 the memorialist’s
third son was betrothed to his second
danghter, but as neither of the pair had
reached the marriageable age, the union
has not yet taken place ; and as Liu Yoh-
shu was employed in military service the
memorialist, in conformity with regulation,
had not yet reported the fact of this family
connexion., He mnow does so in reply to
the Imperial inquiry.—Rescript: It is
noted. Let Liu Yoh-shu return to Sze-
ch’wan, as hefore ordered, to await appoint-
ment to office. (N.B.—From his name, it
would appear that the official above refer-
red to is a brother of Liu Yoh-chao, the
Governor-General of Yiinnan and Kwei-
chow, who was dismissed from office the
3rd December, 1875.)

Jan. 24th.—The Governor of Honan
memorializes reporting ‘the measures
instituted at the provincial capital for the
relief of the distress caused by drought
during the past summer. Four agencies
have been opened, at which each destitute
person is furnished with a bowl of congee
per diem, and a wadded garment is given,
so far as circumstances admit, to those
who are insutticiently clothed. There nre
about 27,000 destitute persous at present
receiving relief in this maunner,

Jan. 26th.—( Court Circnlar.) The
Prince of I'an and others returned thanks
for donations  of swallows’-nest,—The
Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu reported a fall
of hetween one and two inches of snow
at Peking.

Tso 'Lsung-t’ang, Governor-General of
Shensi and  Kansul, and Inperial

Cnmmissinu_er forthe cumpniign in Sungaria,
ete.; a.m_i Kin Shun, Lieutenant-General of
‘Utnmtm n.nd‘ assistant  Commissioner
Juintly memorializereporting the particular;
of the siege and capture of the south city
of Manas, The memorial 18 based upon a
report addressed by the latter to the former
high officer, in which it is stated that Kin
Shun arrived near Manas on the 2und
September, 1876, at the head of his force of
cavalry and foot-soldiers, and proceeded
to effect an investment of the place. On
the Tth September he opened an artillery
fire, with heavy breech-loading shell-guns,
on the north-east angle, directing in person
the bombardment which was conducted by
Brigadier-General '1’éng Tséng and Captain
Chang Yiih-lin. A breach of upwards of
a chang (about 14 feet) in width having
been etfected in the bastion, a portion of
the troops advanced uuder cover of this
success to the foot of the walls; and a
storming party was directed by Kin Shun
himself and one of his principal lisutenants
to advance up the breach. The defence
was, however, so obstinate, and the ram-
part, when gained, so narrow, that the
troops were unable to deploy after effecting
a lodgment, and the attack consequently
failed, In this engagement, upwards of
400 of the enemy were killed, and on
the side of the army, the loss amounted
to upwards of one hundred On 13th
Sept., General Ma Yiih-kw’én arrived
at the head of his force, and he was
ordered to take up a position on the north-
west of the town. He succeeded, on the
19th September, in taking the north-west
bastion by surprise, killing some ten or
more of the defenders ; but a desperate
rush being made on the- part of the garri-
son, he was eventually obliged to fall back.
On the following night another attempt was
made to take the angle-tower by storm,
and an assault was made in which great
loss was inflicted upon the garrison ; but
the attacking party was thrown into con-
fusion by the accidental explosion of a
magazine, which brought down part of the
building and erushed some ten or more of
the attacking party, General Ma himself
receiving a contusion. Another party
had meanwhile seized the breach and
erected three barriers upon the crown of
the wall; but a strong southerly wind
which sprang up about 4 am blew the
smoke forward in such dense clonds that
the troops were compelled once more
to retire. The loss of the enemy was
estimated at upwards of 300, and that
of the attacking party at upwards of
200 men. 'Lhe garrison repaired the
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breaches during the night, by meaus of
barriers of earth secured between fascines.
They maintained at the same time a
brilliaut light by bonfires of wood
and straw steeped in oil, and were
actively on their guard. The guard-houses
along the walls were at the same time
loophouled and preparations were made
for the discharge of *oil-guns,” with a
manifest intention to offer resistance to the
death. The besieging furce meanwhile threw
up strong stockades within the suburbs.
Information having been obtained through
spies on the 28th September that a sally
was contemplated on the part of the enemy,
the troops were put on the alert, and an
advance was made beyond the line of the
stockades, in the course of which some
scores of the enemy were killed. General
Liu Hung-fah had a finger shot off in this
eugagemeut. A farther attempt having
been made to storm the wall, it was re-
pulsed with a loss of upwards of 70 killed.
In the course of the next few days, more
than ten similar attempts were made,
either with scaling ladders or by climbing
up the walls, and great loss was inflicied on
the garrison, but the attacks were invari-
ably frustrated by the persistency of the
defence, Two Brigadiers and several sub-
ordinate officers were killed ; aud the loss
inflicted on the enemy is estimated at up-
wards of 700, The assailants lost upwards
of 200 rank and file. Reinforcements of
Huuvan troops meanwhile arrived, and
were disposed aboub the south and south-
west of the town, where they threw up
large batteries, and were employed with
Kin Shun’s own force in digging a long
trench, which was completed by the 13th
October, by which time Yung-ts'ian, the
Military Governor and Cummander-in-
chief of the Ili region, had come up to
assist in the operations. On the night of
the 16th a mine was dug from the suburb,
and at noon on the following day it was
sprung, effecting a breach of upwards of
two chang in width in the wall. An
assault was immediately delivered, but the
musketry fire of the defenders, supported
by showers of bricks and stones from the
wall, was so heavy that a lodgmment counld
not be effocted. After a bombardment of
the interior of the town, throwing some
scores of heavy shot into the place, the
assault was given up. It was ascertained
from certain refugees of the population
that the so-styled General of the rebels,
Han Hing-nung, had been killed in the
bombardment. A combined assault was
again made on the breach on the morning
of the 18th by Kiu sShun's division aud

the Hunan troops, but the garrison had
erected interior defences iu the shape of
barricades covered with wet felt rugs as a
protection against the fire of the attacking
party, and the assaulting column was once
more obligzed to retire, with a loss of
ninteen killed and ninety-five wounded.
Another mine was run up to the wall
on the night of the 28th, and a breach
having been effected an assault at once
took place. A slaughter of the defenders
in countless numbers ensued ; but the
whole atmosphere becoming obscured by
clouds of smoke and dust, driven before a
strong southerly wind, the troops were
unable to see a yard before them, and in
a fierce onslaught made by the defenders,
under cover of this advantage, Genernl
Yang Pi-yao was killed, sword in hand,
by a guunshot wound, and General
K'ung T#¢ai was wouuded. The loss of
the assaulting party in this attack was
190 killed and wounded. On the 1sb
and 2ud November sorties were made by
the garrison, who crossed the besiegers’
trenches, but they were repulsed by the
fire of the troops. A farther attempt in
the same direction was, however, made ;
but the trenches were mauned in silence,
aud the approaches were provided with
ropes and iron hooks. On the expected
attack being made, a large nmnber of the
enemy were laid low by the fire which was
opened upon them ; and three of the attack-
ing party haviug fallen in the ditch, they
were dragged up into the trench by the
hooks attached to the ropes. These pri-
soners stated that they came from thas
country west of the Yellow River,
belonging either to Si-ning or Ho Chow,
and that, the provisions of the garrisvn
being exhausted and no road open for
flight, the leader, named Hai-yen,
who had succeeded to command on the
death of Han Hing-nung, had sent them
out to ascertain how matters stood, with a
view to seizing some occasion of getting
away. On the examination being concluded,
the prisoners were beheaded. At midnight
on the 4th November Hai-yen came out to
Sii Hio-kung’s camp, and begged to be
permitted to surrender. Kin Shun here-
upon commanded him to deliver up the
horses and arms of the garrison, and to
hand over, in bonds, the leaders of the
rebels, after which he was to draw up lists
of the remainder of their number, who
were thereupon to be called upon to
answer to their names, and be severally
dealt with according to circumstances,
Hai-yen agreed to do this. At daybreak
on the 6th November, a body of 2,000 or
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3,000 of the garrison sallied out from the
west gate, the centre of the column con-
sisting in aged persons, women, and child-
ren, who were guarded on all sides by
determined fighting men, with arms 1n
their hands; and Kin Shun, knowing
them to be treacherously disposed, Gﬂ-l’lﬁed
his troops to stand to their arms. The
Hunan troops on the north of the city
were drawn up in battle array, as were
also the divisions on the south front,
whilst a separate cavalry division was
posted at the commanding points, in order
to prevent escape. Sii Hio-kung was at
the same time ordered to go forward and
call upon the advancing body to throw
down their arms, whereupon their lives
should still be spared ; but the so-styled
General of the rebels, Ho Luh by name,
suddenly fired off a pistol and set his
troops on to make a rush at the trenches.
Sii Hio-kung instantly ordered his men to
charge, and Ho Luh was taken and
beheaded in front of the line of
battle. Therebelleadersand the desperate
fighting-men at their back, abandoning
their women and children, made a bold
rush forward, but they were enveloped by
various divisions of the Hunan troops and
the force under Kin Shun’s own command,
and the greater number of them were put
to the sword. One of the so-styled Generals
of the rebels, seeing that all hope was lost,
shot himself with a pistol, and every man
of the scattered host was captured and
beheaded by one or other of the cavalry
divisions. The infantry meanwhile had
laid hands upon and executed all the rebels
remaining within the city, sparing #he
women and children and aged persons, who
were exempted from this act of retribution,
Hai-yen and other leaders were captured
alive, and after being examined before
Kin Shun and his colleagues, were put
to death with the extreme of torture. The
corpses of Han Hing-nung, Héh-tsiin, and
other leaders, together with the remains
of the self-styled Prince of the Pure

[Religion], T’o-téh-lin 22 15 T were

searched out and exhumed, and cut to
pieces, as a public example. Thus, on the
16th November, the south city of Manas
was re-captured, the leaders of the in-
surgents destroyed, and their followers
exterminated. In addition to the fore-
going report from Kin Shun, the Taotai
Liu Kin-t'ang, in chief command of the
Hunan troops, has further reported to the
same effect on the proceedings of his own
forces. [t has to be observed, in conelu-
sion, that sfter the capture of Urumtsi

and Tih-hwa Chow, Peli-yen Hu and the
other leaders of the Sheusi insurgents fle.l
sonthwards, in concert with the insurgent
bodies that had been in occupation of
Ch’ang-ki, Hu-t'u-pih, and north Manas -
whilst the rebels of south Manas, truat.iné
to the small size and strong defences of the
town, determined to hold this monutain fast-
ness to the death. During the period of two
months and upwards occupied by the siege,
heavy losses were sustained by the flower
of the army ; but, thanks to the favouring
might and good fortune of the Soversign
on the throne, the entire force was actuated
by a single-minded resolve which has
enabled them utterly to destroy the band
of rebels who have maintained themselves
in arms for so long a period of years,
The bestowal of appropriate distinctions is
congequently, with due submission, soli-
cited. The two names put forward at the
head of a long list of recommendations are
those of Generals Liu Hung-fah and Ma
Yii-kw’én, followed by those of the Manchu
General Sha-kh-tu-lin-cha-bu, and General
K’ung 'T's’ai, with which the present day’s
impression ends.

Jan. 26th,—The whole of to-day’s Gazette
is occupied with the continuation of the
list of recommendations for honours in
reward for the capture of Manas.—For
rescript see Gazette of 14th inat.

Jan, 27th.—(1 and 2.) Decrees in reply
to memorials from Ch’ung How, acting
Governor-General of Shéngking, who has
denounced a certain Secretary of a Board,
named Ts’i Tsin-t’ang, and a captain named
Chang Téh-kung, for abuse of official
authority whilst executing a mission on
public business to the province of Kirin.
The offences charged against them are
extortion by means of threats, and the
illegal display of implements of torture.
They are stripped of their rank and
ordered to be placed on trial. A second
decree orders some civilian officials, whose
services Ch’ung How has applied for, to be
sent to him from the province of Chihli.

(3) The Board of Ceremonies memori-
alizes with reference to the ceremonial to
be observed at Courbt at the Chinese New
Year, with special reference to the
mourning still in continuance for the
decease of the late Emperor. ( For rescript
see Gazette of 14th inst.)

(4) The acting Governor of Shantung,
Li Yiian-hwa, memorializes reporting the
execution by the lingering process ( ling
¢h’e) of a lunatic for the murder of his

father. The usual particulars are given.

Jan. 28th.—(1) A decree in reply to a
| memorial frum the Manchu General-in-chief
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of the province of Kansuh, request-
ing that the regulations heretofore in force
with regard to the supply of remounts and
fodder by means of a levy upou the popu-
lation of the districts adjucent to Niug-hia
may be revived. Tso Tsung-t'ang, Go-
vernor-General of Kansuh, &c., is com-
manded to examine aud report upon this
question.

(2) Wén Kéh, acting Governor-General
of Szech’wan, memorializes forwarding a
detailed report of an investigation held at
the provincial capital into a case, appeal
upon which had been lodged at Peking in
December, 1874, The complainants, Liu
Tao-shéng and others, had presented a
statement accusing the district authorities
of connivance at acts of oppression on the
part of lawless characters. It has been
proved on examination that the charge
was maliciously trumped up, without a
particle of foundation ; and the two prin-
cipal delinquents are sentenced, according
to law, to suffer the penalty of three years’
banishment and 100 blows, A minor
offender is sentenced to suffer 80 blows, —
Referred by rescript to the Board of
Punishments for consideration.

Jan, 29th.—(1) A Decree. The Board
of Punishments memorializes Us rejorting
the results which have been placed beyond
doubt by a fresh inquest instituted in a
capital case. In the matter of the decease
of the man Koh Pin-lien, a denizen of
the Yii-hang district in Chehkiang, it was
declared on the inquest originally held by
the District Magistrate that the death of
Koh P’in-lien had been caused by the ad-
minisbration of poison. It has now been
ascertained, on the renewed inquest insti-
tuted by the Board, that the death was
positively due to natural causes and uot to
poison. We command that Lin Sih-tung,
the Magistrate of the Yii-hang District,
who has returned a false verdict at an in-
quest held by him, be forthwith stripped of
hisrank ; and we at the same time command
the Board of Punishments tosummon before
it the witnesses in this case, and to ascertain
by process of trial whether the proceedings
atb the iuvestigation held in the provincial
court were wilfully misconducted—what
was the mature of the complaint which
caused the death of Koh P’in-lien,—and
for what reasons the wife of the deceased,
Koh Pi-she, and the other prisoners, have
falsely coufessed the commission of the
crime with which they are charged ; on
which being done, the Board is to pro-
nounce sentence and lay a report of its
decision before Us,

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial
from the Censnrate, forwarding an appeal
lodged by one Kwoh Tien-yiian as represen-
tative of a person mamed Chang Chéug-
yiian, a native of Jeh-ho, who lLas been
stripped of his rank as licentiate, com-
plaining against the authorities for extor-
tionate assessments upon the peovple, and
for bringing grievous trouble upon
individuals, From memorials heretofore
presented by Jui-lien, the deputy Military
Governor at Jeli-ho, it appears that the
two men above named are rognes of the
firgt water at the Hunting Grounds, where
they have leagued themselves with officials
in special employ and have contrived to
lay lhold of tracts of valuable land
and to impose extortionate assessments
upon the people. Their banishment
had been proposed ; and on the present
complaint being lodged by them, the
newly appointed deputy Military Governor,
Yen Hii, is commanded to iunstitute a
searching investigation, and, should proof
be elicited of false statements having been
made by the complainants, to punish them
in the most rigorous manner,

(3 and 4) Decrees appointing Hu T’u-li

fgﬂ {EJ] ﬂ—g to the post of chief Director
of the Sacrificial Court, and Chow Kia-mei

E] i $E (Senior chief Secretary of

the Yamén of Foreign Affairs) to the post
of vice-Director of the Court of Judicature,

(5) K'i Yiian, acting Governor-General
of Shéng-king, and his chief subordinates,
memorialize representing that the notables
of Moukden have requested sauction for
the erection of a temple in honour of three
devoted statesmen, recently deceased,
whose virtues are gratefully remembered
among the people at large. They are the
late acting Governor-General, T's’ung-shih,
his predecessor Tu-hing-ah, and the Grand
Secretary Wén-siang.,  Sanction is re-
quested for enrclling their names on the
list for periodical sacritices.—Granted by
rescript.

Jan, 30th,—(1) Li Ho-nien, Director
General of the Yellow River, memorializes
with reference to the annual supply of
funds required for the purchase of materials
used toward keeping the embankments in
repair, According to the iustructions
heretofore issued by the Board of Works,
with Linperial sanction, the sum of Tls,
85.000 should be provided vearly by the
province of Honan for this purpose, but of
late years the amount in question has beea
reduced to Tls. 65,000, It has to be ob-
served that whilst dykes are constructed
in order to confine the waters of the river,
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abutments (or groynes iﬁi) are required to
give protection to the dykes. The material
principally used for revetting ﬂ{ﬂ the sur-

face of the abutments is millet stalks ; and
according to regulation, funds should be
issued in September of each year, for the
purchase of this material lmu_ledla_te‘}y after
the harvest. Owing to financial difliculties,
it was arranged some years ago that4/10ths
of the amount required should be issued
before the end of each year, and the
remainder in the following spring. Ap-
plications having now been received from
the two Taotais in charge of the upper
and lower divisions of the works, the
provincial exchequer has been called upon
to provide the amount of Tls. 40,000 for
the one and Tls. 25,000 for the other, to
be expended in the manuer above de-
scribed.

(2) The acting Governor of Shantung
memorializes with reference to the require-
ments of the coming year on behalf of the
Yellow River and Canal works. A de-
spatch has been received from the Board of
Revenue, stating that the quota of grain
from Kiang-peh is to be brought up next
year, as before, by the Canal; aud
directing that timely measnres be taken
for dredging the sections that have
become silted wup. The memorialist
proceeds to represent the serious diminu-
tion in the available depth of water in
the Canal, which is the result of the silt
deposited by the waters of the Yellow

River, and furthermore the insecurity of -

the new embankments, several hundreds
of li in extent, on the south side of the
Yellow River, which lhave to withstand
the whole force of the current, and the
maintenance of which in a state of due
efliciency can only be secured by the exer-
cise of constant watchfulness and eneryy
on the part of the officials and labourers
employed in the embankment services, and
the command of sufficient materials for
periodical repair, The memorialist pro-
poses very shortly to make a thorough
inspection of the works in person ; and in
order to meet the pressing requirements
of the moment he has ordered the sum of
Tls. 100,000 to be provided by the Grain
Intendant of the province, from any
available funds in reserve.

Jan. 3lst.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the office of the Peking
Field Force (Shén-ki-ying,) which has re-
ported that the late Superintendent of
Customs ab Canton, Wéun T’ien, has con-
tributed a supply of arms at his own ex-
vense. DBy way of rewaxd, he is placed on

the list of deputy Lieutenant-Generals for
employment.

(2) A Decree. The Vice-President Yiian
Pao-héng has memorialized Us proposing
to convert the Governorship of Fuhkien
into the Governorship of Formosa, and
to place the administration of the pro-
vinee of Fuhkien in the hands of the
Governor-General alone. Let the depart-
ments concerned consider and report here-
upon.

Feb., 1at —(Court Circular.) The Minis-
ter Li Hung-tsao returned thanks for the
bestowal of a title of canonization on his
grandfather,—Ying Han, Lieutenant-Gene-
ral of Urumtsi, had audience of leave.

A Decree. The overflowing abundance
of the State’s compassionate regard is
diffused over every part of the lmperial
dominion ; and anxiety prevails by day
and night in the earnest care that is bes-
towed upon the welfare of the people. No
sooner are reports received from the high
provincial authorities respecting visitations
of flood or drought, than manifestations
of bounty are abt once vouchsafed, with
the hope of alleviating the efforts of the
masses. From the time when the pro-
vinges in general became afflicted by
outbreaks of brigandage, the population
has declined, the prusperity of former
times has failed to re-establish itself
in it integrity, and the people ab
large have been crippled in their means
of livelihood, In the retirement of Our
palace, constant has been the grief that
has sileutly borne sway, During the course
of the present year, provinces such as
Chihli, Shantung, Honan, Kiangsu, and
Nygan-hwei have been afflicted with drought,
whilst others, such as Kiangsi, Fuhkien,
and Chéhkiang have experienced dis-
astrous {floods, The sufferings of the
famine-siricken population, overwhelmed
with misery and driven to abandon their
homes, are before all things deserviug of
commiseration. Bminently it is the duty
of all authorities lholding jurisdiction
over the regions affected to exert
every effort to afford relief, in re-
verent sympathy with the benevolent
intention of their Sovereign; bub,
although officials who strive to adhere to
a rule of righteous conduct and devote
themselves thoroughly to the interests of
the people are indeed not wanting, there
are abt the same time inevitably ni_;het_‘a,
unworthy occupants of the office of district
governors, who mnke their public duties a
cloak for the pursuit of private ends, and
who are callous to the embarrassments of
I thepeople. Nay, thexe are even those who
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unjustly wrest the law to purposes of
gellish gain, who, in deliance of regulation,
demand excessive imposts, who in some
cases refrain from making due report of
natural calamities, whereby the sulferings
of the people are kept from reaching the
ears of those in authority, and who, in
others, by concealing the actual facts,
enforce the collection of taxes in despite of
the remissions or postponements granted,
thus causing the poor to be debarred
from the bounty vouchsafed on their be-
half. Practices such as these are deserv-
ing of the profoundest abhorrence. We
lay Ouar iujunctions hereby upon the
Manchu Generals, Governors-Geueral, and
Governors of all the provineces, to set
agide partiality or favouritism, and to
institute active measures of supervision,
denouncing to Us forthwith for punish-
ment any instances of abuse such as those
herein referred to, and holding it as an
essential requirement that the masses of the
people be reached by the bounteousness of
Qur grace, and be enabled to attend in
comfort to the avocations of their live-
lihood, in this wise corresponding to
the regard that is cherished for the peo-
ple’s welfare. Doth the general popula-

tion and religious proselytes (Eﬁ) are

equally the Sovereign’s children, and no
invidious distinctions were at the outset
drawn between them. Let the provineial
governments (as aforesaid) give orders
to all subordinate authorities that in
all disputes which may be brought
forward for judicial settlement, it is
incumbent upon them to deal with the
question in an equitable manner, dis-
tinguishing only between right and wrong,
and mnot distinguishing between the
general population and the proselytes,
but pronouncing their decisions with due
promptitude. Let not the least approach
to partiality be indulged in, or protracted
delays be interposed, thus involving in
inconvenience the parties on both gides.
Let this Decree be promulgated for
their information, (N.B.—The phrase
min kige, used in the foregoing memo-
rinl, is appropriated by conventional
usage to distinguish the Chinese people
in general and those among them who are
professors of Christianity. The present
Decree is remarkable as being the first
spontaneous acknowledgment of the rights
of persons belonging to the category.)

Feb. 2ud-3rd.—(N.B.—From this date
until ten days after the Chinese New-Year,
the Gazette will be published on alternate
days only.)

(1) A decree in reply to a memorial from
the Governor-General and Governor of
Yiiunan, who have reported the trial held
and sentences pronounced upon the eivil
and military officials gnilty of allowing the
cities of T’éng-yiieh (Momein), ete., to be
captured by rebels, After the city of
1"éng-yiiech had been seized by the
trainbands in league with certain lawless
revolters, which event was followed by the
loss in succession of Shun-ning and Yiin
Chow, and on the recovery of these places
by the provincial forces, the civil and
military officials concerned were brought
to the provincial capital to be dealt with.
Those whose offence in voluntarily sub-
mitting to the revolters was of the graver
class, to wit, Cliéng XK’ai-ytian, the officer
already stripped of his rank as captain in
the T'éng-yiieh command, and Hu Chan-
ngao, late acting captain in the Shun-ning
command, havealready suffered the extreme
penalty of the law after due process of trial
by Liu Ch’ang-yeo and his colleague. Let
the Board of Punishmeuts take iuto
consideration and report upon the sentences
propounded in the case of the remaining
officials.

(2) The Governor-General of the Two
Kiang memorializes reporting that Mei K’i-
chao, the Lieutenant-Governor (Fan-t'ai)
at Nanking, wlio has served already two
triennial periods in his present office, had
handed over his post to the successor
appointed to take temporary charge of his
duties, and was about to leave for Peking
to lave audience, in fulfilment of an
Imperial Decree permitting this.

Feb, 4th and b5th.—(1) A Decree, in
answer to a memorial from the Board of
Civil Office, requesting an expression of
the Imperial pleasure in the case of the
son of Hwang Choh, the lately appointed
Provincial Literary Chancellor of Chéh-

kiang, who is employed under the
Government of the same province. It is
decreed that Hwang Sub-clh’ang, the

individual in question, be required to
remove into another jurisdiction.

(2) The Censor Chang Kwan-chun me-
morializes calling attention to the distress
prevailing in the province of Shansi in
consequence of the drought of the past
season, and exposing the impropriety of
conduct which has in recent times become
habitual with the district Magistrates, in
concealing the fact of impending scarcity
from their superiors. Whether from want
of courage or want of will, this canst{mt]y
takes place, the motive in general being a
desire to put a false gloss on the state of
affairs, The reports of travellers from
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Shansi represent the state of the afilicted
districts as worse than anything that has
been known for ten or fifteen years, and
the distress of the population is aggravated
by their dread of the enforcement of
taxation, to meet which they are driven to
the necessity of selling their wives and
children and mortgaging their landed
property and houses, Unless measures be
promptly taken to afford relief to the
destitute, outbreaks of brigandage may be
apprehended ; and it is solicited that the
Governor of Shansi be commanded to
cause enquiry to be made respecting the
population actually in distress, and to
cause a distribution of food to be under-
taken under the supervision of officials
and respectable residents. (For rescript
see Gazette of January 22nd.)

Feb., 6th-Tth.—(Court Circular.) Ting
Pao-chéng, Governor-General of Sze-
ch’wan, had audience of leave.

(1) A decree permitting Hi Yian, Man-
chu General at Hang-chow, to come to
Peking for audience. The Lieutenant-
General, Tsi Lub, is appointed to act in
his absence.

(2) The Governor of Shensi memorializes
reporting the trial and sentence of a
criminal guilty of the murder of two
persons, a husband and wife. The prisoner,
Chang Si-lin, was a native of the district
of Ch’u, and had lived as neighbour to the
daughter-in-law of the murdered persons,
before her marriage with their son. It
appears that a guilty connection had
subsisted between the two before the
marriage of the girl, and this had been
continued at intervals after her marriags,
on the occasions of her visits to her
mother’s hounse. Her mother-in-law re-
monstrated with her upon her conduct,
and on one occasion struck her. A short
time afterwards she met her paramour, to
whom ghe complained of the treatment she
had recsived, and Chanyg Si-lin hereupon
resolved to carry her off by an elopement,
in order to continue the gratification of his
guilby attachment. He accordingly agreed
with the woman that he should secretly
await her that night behind her house ;
and at the appointed hour, leaving her
busband asleep, she stole away at miduight
with Chang Si-lin. The pair were pursued
on discovery resulting the next morning,
and they were tracked by the parents, a
month later, to a temple in an adjacent
district. Theabsconding wife wasrecovered,
but her paramour escaped, notwithstanding
the efforts of the Magistrate’s police to
apprehend him ; but, fearing even-
tual arrest, and full of resentment
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at the loss of his paramour, he
determined to revenge himself by the
murder of her husband’s father, Tai
Siang-lan, With this intent, he entered
Tai Siang-lan’s house at noon on the 9th
June last, armed with a sword, and taking
his victim ab unawares, stabbed him in
the abdomen. The wife of the wounded
man was attracted to the spot by his cries,
and she likewise was stabbed and hacked
by Chang 8i-lin, who dealt similar
wounds to the daughter-in-law, his para-
mour, algo, on her coming likewise to the
rescue. The elder couple died of the in-
juries inflicked upon them, but their
daughter-in-law has recovered ; and the
murderer, having been captured in the
act, has been placed on trial, together
with the daughter-in-law, The sentence
passed upon Chang Si-lin, in conformity
with the law, is decapitation without
postponement for farther revision; and
upon Tai Liang-she, his paramour, the
penalty of death by strangulation, as the
penalty prescribed by the statute in the
case of murder of a parent in consequence
of illicit sexual relations on the part of a
son or daughter, is similarly pronounced. —
Rescript : Let the Board of Punishments
consider and reporthereupon without delay.

Feb. 8th-9th.—(1) A decreein reply to a
memorial from the Censor Wang Hin,
who has solicited the severe punishment
of high officials guilty of arbitrary conduct
and corrupt partiality in adjudicating a
eriminal cage of a serious nature. The
Censor has stated that, in the case con-
cerning the decease of Koh P’in-lien, a
native of the district of Yii-hang in Chéh-
kiang, the law has been set at mought
from motives of corrupt partiality, and
depositions have been fabricated by the
Governor of the Province, Yang Ch’ang-
siin, before whom the case was tried in
the first instance, and by the Literary
Chanecellor Hu Jui-lan, who held a subse-
quent trial on appeal, and he entreats
a rescripb awarding severe punishment in
their case,—In a matter so grave as a
judicial inquiry affecting questions of life
and death, there can be no more obvious
duty on the part of judges, or of high
officers specially appointed to investigate
the case, than that of bringing the most
earnest efforts to bear upon the process of
trial, to the end that theobjects of impartial
justice may be secured. Cases such
as that at present in question are exceed-
ingly numerous throughout the Empire;
and the elucidation of the actual facts
must depend entirely wpon the thorough-
ness with which the officials placed in the
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position of judges devote themselves to
the task of scrutiny. In no wise is it ad-
missible that they should choose to palter
with the truth and to trifle with a question
of life and death. In the present case, a
further inquest has already been held by
the Board of Punishments, from which it
has appeared that the depositions taken at
the original trial were in great measure
devoid of foundation. Let the Board of
Punishments now institute a searching
investigation, with a view to eliciting the
reagons which led to the want of good
faith in the conduct of the original trial,
in order that the actual facts may be dis-
covered without the slightest evasion or
concealment. Our pleasure shall be fur-
ther declared with reference to the penal-
ties incurred by Yang Ch’ang-siin and Hu
Jui-lan, when the case shall have been
finally disposed of by the Board of Punish-
ments.

(2) The Governor of Yiinnan memori-
alizes with reference to a case of bigamy
that has lately been dealt with, affecting
an official named K'ang Ts’ung-k'i, hold-
ing rank as probationer for appointment
to the office of Prefect’s Secretary. He is
a native of Sze-ch’wan, who obtained his
present rank by purchase in 1871, and was
promoted to the 6Lth grade for services
rendered ab the capture of Yung-cl’ang in
1873. Having been complained against
by a woman named Féng Chow-she, he
has been placed on trial, and the following
facts have been elicited :—In 1872, the
defendant sent a servant to his home in
Sze-ch’wan, to bring his family to join him
in Yiiunan, but his wife, being in bad health,
was unable to undertake the journey.
K’ang Ts’ung-k’i hereupon, having mno
male offspring, bethouzht himself of assum-
ing a secondary wife (concubine), and he
applied to a neighbour named Hu P’u-shan
and a woman named Chéng Chang-she to
act ns go-betweens. These persons were
aware that the woman Féng Chow-she had
a daughter, Féng-she, who had lost her
husband and, being without means of
support, was desirous of marrying again.
They therefore applied to her ; but Féng
Chow-she declined to allow her daughter
to become a concubine, The go-betweens,
having reported this to defendant, he
falsely stated to them that lis first wife
was dead, and he agreed to take Féung-she
as his wife in second marriage. 'T'his was
agreed to on the other side, and defendant
then drew up a contract and marriage

certificate, v‘%lﬂ ﬁ@%, which he sent
to Féng Ch?\,v-she. On the29th December,
/

1872, Féng-she entered his house as his
wife ; but on the 10th May, 1873, his
first wife, who had recovered from her
illness, arrived at Yiinnan Fu. Upeon this,
K'ang Ts’ung-k’i, fearing that disagree-
ments would ensue between the two,
determined to send Féng-she back to her
mother, to marry again or not as she might
choose ; and having written out a bill of
renunciation of marriage, he persuaded
Féug Chow-she to take back her daughter,
Féng-she was by this time already with
child, and she gave birth to a boy on the
27th January, 1874, On the 8th June
last, defendant went to Féng Chow-she’s
house and carried off the child, against
the consent of the woman ; and the pre-
sent suit was consequently lodged. The
law is to the effect that ‘‘any one who,
being already married to a wife (#s’), shall
marry another woman ag wife, shall suffer
the penalty of ninety blows, and the
woman shall be separated from him.” The
defendant in the present case is adjudged
to have incurred the penalty prescribed by
law ; but in virtue of his privilege as an
official functionary, it becomes the duty of
the provincial government to memorialize
and request that a penalty be decided upon
in his case by the Board of Civil office.
The woman Féng-she is by law required to
be separated from him and returned to her
family. This having already taken place,
her case requires no farther consideration,
The child is given to defendant to be
brought up by him. The other parties
to the case, including the mother, go-
betweens, &c., are dismissed; and the
decision arrived at is submibted for ap-
proval, Rescript: Let the Boards con-
cerned consider and report to Us.

Feb, 10th-11th—(Court Circular,)—The
Board of Ceremonies reported on the
10th instant, that the Envoys from Corea
have arrived at Peking, N.B.—This is
the annual tribute mission.

(1) A decree in reply to a memorial
from the Guovernor of Shansi, who has
reported in detail the particulars relating
to the districts afflicted by drought, re-
guesting postponements of taxation on
their behalf. Postponements of the levy
of the amounts due for 1876 are accord-
ingly granted, the collection to take place
after the current year’s harvest,

(2) The Governor of Chéhikiang memori-
alizes reporting the result of a trial held
with reference to a case of homicide caused
by a military officer in unauthorizedly
effecting the arrest of a eriminal.

Feb. 12th-13th.—(Court Circular.) 12th,
Chinese New-Year’s Eve., The Prince of
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Tun and others returned thanks for the
gift of purses bestowed on them. His
Majesty will go out to-morrow morning at
4 a.m. by the K’ien Tg'ing Gate and pro-
ceed by the King Yiin Gate to the Féng
Sien Tien (the Hall of Worship of the
Imperial ancestry) to perform the cere-
monial of worship, and thence return by
the same road into the Palace. At7.30
a.m. His Majesty will proceed through
the Hwa Yiian and Shén Wu Gates to the
Ta Kao Tien to offer worship, proceeding
thence by the eastern side Gate to the
West Gate of the King Shan park, to offer
worship in the Show Hwang Tien. Thence,
by the western path, His Majesty will
leave the Park by the Peh Shang Gate and
return into the Palace by the Shén Wu
and Hwa Yiian Gates.—13th, New-year’s
day. The Prince of Tun and others re-
turned thanks for gifts of embroidered
purses. The Imperial Board of Astrono-
mers reported that the wind set from the
Kén (N.E.) quarter, presaging a year of
superior prosperity.

(1) A Decree. The Governor-General
Shén Pao-chéng and the Governor of
Kiangsu, Wu Yiian-ping, memorialize
stating that the Taotai [of Shanghai] asks
leave to resign his office, and requesting
that he be granted a period of leave in-
stead of this. They state that Féng T'siin-
kwang, Intendant of the Su Sung Tai
Cireunit, has requested leave to resign his
office in order that he may be enabled to
proceed to 1li to bring back the coffin con-
taining the remains of his father, who
died there while undergoing banishment.
‘We ordain as a special act of grace that
Féng Teiin-kwang be mnot required to
vacate his office, but be granted leave of
absence for one year. Let the high
authorities aforesaid select an officer
to discharge the duties of Lis post. Let
the proper Board take note.

(2) 14th-15th.—A Decree. Let King-lien
do duty as a member of the Grand Couneil,
(N.B.—King-lien, President of the Cen-
sorate and lately appointed a member of
the Yamén of Foreign Affairs, was ad-
mitted to the Grand Council as a *‘pro-

bationer” %%ﬁ% by decree of the
Oth April last, He now becomes a full
member.)

(3) A decree ordaining that the late dis-
trict Magistrate of 1”oo-yiian in Kiangsu
be stripped of his rank and office on 1m-
peachment by the Governor-General Shén
Pao-chéng. He is accused of having failed
to report the actual facts in conuection
with the suicide of a widow named Chu
Chow-shie after suffering robbery. An

honorary distinction is to be conferred
upon the deceased.

(4) A decree cashiering certain Manchu
military officers of the province of Kirin,
who are accused by a petition lodged with
the Censorate of keeping a gambling house
at the town of Ak’ch’uk’éh, and command-
ing that they be brought to trial.

Feb, 16th-17th.—(1) A Decree. Wén
Kéh, acting Governor-General of Sze-
ch’wan, has reported to Us the despatch
of timbers from the province in charge of
a special officer, and solicits that orders be
given to all officials on the line of his
journey to afford whatever assistance may
be needful. The memorial states that the
timbers required for the lantern-masts of
the Temple of Heaven having now been
obtained, the Magistrate of the Wu-shan
district, together with a special delegate
named Chwang Sze-héng, has been ap-
pointed to attend to the work of transpor-
tation, They set out on their journey on
the 26th January last, from Kia-ting Fu
in Sze-ch’wan, and would drop drown the
Yangtsze to Shanghai, whence they are to
embark for Tientsin, Orders are given
to all provincial authorities to render such
assistance as may be needful. (N.B.—In
the Gazette for Oct. 9th, 1874, these lantern-
masts were first referred to, a Magistrate
having been drowned, after two years’ un-
remitting labour, in conveying the timbers
he had procured down a mountau torrent.
See also Gazelfe of Dec. 28th, 1874, on the
further guantity of timbers then required
for the purpose of replacing losses.)

(2) A Decree. Sung Kwei, Resident at
Lassa, memorializes Us requesting the
appointment of an official he has selected
to the post of Kalun. Let the Tuipéng

Cha-hi-ta-kieh *LE%% sncceed to

the vacant post of Kalun. Letthe Yamén
concerned take note. (N.B.—The Kalun,

or Kablun, Qgﬂi/fﬁ, are the chief

Ministers of the native Government of
Tibet, They are four in number. The

Taipéng, ﬁﬁ, six in number, are the
prineipal military officers of Tibet.)

(3) Yang Yii-k’o, bearer of a bubton of
the tirst rank, on the list for promotion to
the rank of provincial General, late acting
General-in-chief of Yiinnan, lately relieved
of the appointment of Brigadier-General
of the Yeo Kiang command in Kwangsi,
memorializes reporting having given over
the seal of office of the General-in-chief of
Yiinnan to Hu Chung-ho, the officer
appointed to that post. He begins by
referring to the acting appointment
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conferred upon him on application made in
April, 1875, by the late acting Governor-
General Ts’én  Yii-ying. After taking
the seal of office he proceeded in per-
son to T'éng-yiieh (Momein), to instruct
and organize the soldiery aund to take
measures, in obedience to the Imperial
commanuds, for providing for the defence
of the frontier. A short time afterwards,
a revolt took place in 1’éng-ch’wan, incited
by lawless evildoers, and the memorialist
proceeded with his foree to quell this out-
break, which he happily succeeded in
doing. Subsequently to this, he received
the Imperial decree appointing him to the
post of Brigadier-General of Yeo Kiang in
Kwangsi. On hearing the command from
Heaven, he was struck aghast with rever-
ential awe ; but as it happened at this time
that an old wound broke out afresh, and
he was fearful of occasioning a loss of time
through the difficulty of his recovering
sufficiently to proceed to his post, he wrote
to request the Governor-General Liu
Ch’ang-yeo to memorialize for permission
to him to vacate this appointment, and for
the bestowal of a period of congé for the
benefit of his health. He likewise re-
quested that an officer might be delegnted
to take over from him the seal of office
as General-in-chief. A revolt having
broken out, however, at T’éng-yiieh,
Shun-ning, and the adjacent region, he
wai desired to proceed to the spot, as
the newly-appointed General-in-chief had
not yeb arrived ; and he accordingly has-
tened to the scene of action in despite of
his illness, and succeeded in recovering the
cities which had been seized by the
revolters. In the meanwhile he was
permitted, by decree, to vacate his appoint-
ment to the command in Kwangsi. After
the complete resstablishment of order on
the frontier he proceeded on public business
to Yiinnan Fu in the middle of November,
and as Hu Chung-ho, the newly-appointed
General-in-chief, had by the same time
arrived at the provincial capital, he handed
over the seal of office to him on the 28rd
of that month. He proceeds to recapitulate
the nature of his services for the last
twenty years in the military service
in Yiinnan, and concludes by stating that,
80 soon as his health shall be restored, he
will proceed to Peking and prostrate him-
self in the dust before the palace portals
to receive the sacred instructions and to
solicib  further employment.—Rescript :
It is noted.

Feb. 18th-19th.—(1-7) Decrees con-
ferring the following appointments :(—

/

-

a.—Ying-kwei ﬁﬁ. from Assistant
Grand Secretary, to become Grand Secre-
tary (Ta Hioh-She); and to be relieved
of his offices of Captain-General of the
Gendarmerie and Comptroller of the Im-
perial Household.

b, —Tsni Ling %, from President of
the Board of Revenue to become Presi-
dent of the Board of Civil office and
Assistant Grand Secretary (Hich-pan T'a
Hioh-She.)

¢.—Kw’ei Ling Fﬂ% to be transferred

from the Presidentship of the Board of
Works to that of the Board of Revenue ;

and to be succeeded by King Lien E‘-Eﬁ_
d.—Ts’iian K'ing .+ to become Pre-

sident of the Censorate (vice King Lien.)

e.—Ch’ang Sii to succeed Ts'iian King as
Vice-President of the Board of Ceremo-
nies. K’ing Fuh to take his place as act-
ing Vice-President of the Board of War.

f.—Yung Luh dg‘ﬁmﬁ to succeed to the
post of Captain-General of the Gendar-
merie, and Ch’éng Lin to be advanced to
the post of senior Lieutenant-General.
The post of junior Lieutenant-General is
conferred upon Wén Siu,

g.—Mow Lin is appointed to the

post of Comptroller of the Imperial House-
hold.

(8) The Board of Punishments memo-
rializes reporting the result of the farther
trial and new inquest held in the case of
Koh P’in-lien, alleged to have been poi-
soned by his wife Koh Pih-she. In obedi-
ence to the commands received in this
cage the Board had summoned before it
the Magistrate of the Yii-hang district,
Lin Sih-tung, who acknowledged that [ab
the first inquest held by him] owing to
momentary negligence, he had not made
use of the extract of tsao Lioh (Gleditschia)
and cleansed the silver probing-needle.
The Board farther addressed a communi-
cation to the Gover.or-General of Chihli,
requesting him to place at its disposal an
experienced examiner of corpses; bub to
this request a reply was received stating
that no specially qualified person of this
class was to be found in the province.
The Board consequently selected an ex-
perienced examiner from among those
present at Peking, and proceeded on the
22ud January to hold an inquest on the
remains of the deceased, in the Hai
Hwei Temple outside the Eastern Gate
of the city, In the presence of the
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principal accused person, Koh Pi-she, the
mother of the deceased, Shén Yl‘i-shp, the
neighbours Wang and Yii, the Magistrate
and examiner who had held the original
inquest, and the police authorities of the
suburbs, the coffin containing the remains
of Koh P’in-lien was carried forth and
deposited upon & clear and level space of
ground, where it was opened. On examina-
tion, it was seeu that the fleshy integument
of the body had perished by decomposition,
and orders were thereupon given to take
out the bones and subject them to the
tests prescribed by rule. The examiners
Siin I and Lien Shun shouted forth, upon
this, the following report :—*‘ We find in
the remains of Koh P’in-lien that there is
no reddish exfoliation on the surfuce of
the skull ; that the upper and lower bones
of the mouth, the teeth, jawbones,
hands, feet, fingers, toes, nails, and joints,
are all of a yellowish-white colour;
it is only in the neighbourhood of the
gternum that a darkish yellow is seen,
which is due to infiltration of the blood ;
throughout the remainder of the body the
bones, of all sizes, are of a yellowish white,
shewing no signs of the effect of poison ;
and our verdict is that death in this case
was caused by disease and not by poison.”
The Board has to observe hereupon that
on reference to the records of this case, it
appears that the District Magistrate of
Yii-hang rendered it as his verdict at the
first inquest that deceased came by his
death from the effects of poison—a state-
ment altogether at variance with the result
of the present inquest. The examiners
Sin 1 and Lien Shun declare that, had
poison been present in the system, the
jaws, breast bone, hands, and feet, should
present  a greenish-black appearance,
whereas the colour mnow observed is
yellowish white, This proves that the
death was due to ordinary disease. Their
declaration is in accordance with the
statements of the Si Yéan Luh (Coroners’
Manual.) The colour declared by the said
examiners having been verified by close
inspection on the part of the Board, to-
gether with the District Magistrate and
the examiner employed at the original in-
quest, the official form of iuquest-finding
was drawn up on the spob, and written
declarations taken from the examiners,
witnesses, and police-officials present at
the proceedings. The District Magistrate
Lin Sih-tung farther made statemens
under his own hand to the following effect :
—‘“ At the inquest held by me in the first
Instance, the examination made of the
remains was inaccurate, owing to decom-

position having set in; and the fact of
blood issuing from the mouth and nostrils,
and of greenish-black blisters being ob-
served on the surface of the body, was
taken as a proof that red arsenic had
been taken. On the present examination
being held, at which I have personally
assisted, it has been proved that deceased
came by his death not through poison but
from the effects of disease. This 1 have
ascertained by ocular demonstration,
and 1 have nothing to say to the
contrary.” These proceedings having
been completed, the Board caused the
remains to be restored to the coffin,
which, having been sealed up once more,
was handed back to the custody of the
police authorities, The Board has farther
to request that the District Magistrate
Liu Sih-tung, who is guilty of having
returned an untruthful finding at an in-
quest, be stripped of his rank by decree ;
and a farther trial shall be proceeded with
to ascertain whether any wilful malprac-
tices were indulged in during the earlier
stages of the judicial enquiry, as also to
elicit the nature of the disease of which
Koh P’in-lien in reality died, and for what
reasons Koh Pi-she and the other prisoners
have made false confessions of the com-
mission of crime. This having been done,
sentences will be submitted according to
the law. The present memorial is in the
meanwhile laid before the Throne.—For
rescript see Gazetle of 20th January.

(9) Hu Chung-ho, mnewly appointed
General-in-chief of Yiiunan, reports having
taken over the seal of office from the
acting incumbent, Yang Yii-ko, on the
23rd November last. In the customary
reference to his own incapacity and the
importance of his duties, he refers to the
fact that the province borders, on the
West, upon Burmah, which is in direct
contact with the outer seas; as also to the
canses of possible disturbance present
among the numerous aboriginal tribes, On
his arrangements being completed he will
leave the provincial capital to take up his
residence at his proper post at Ta-li

w

Feb. 20th-21st,—(1) The Censorate
memorializes forwarding two appeals
lodged by Chang Chén-yiian and Kwoh
Tien-yiian, tenants of Government land
in the Hunting Grounds mear Jehho,
complaining of oppressive exactions on
the part of the anthorities, against charges
on whose part of illegal conduct agaiust
themaselves they likewise protest. They
state that in the Spring of 1874 an officer
sent by the Military Lieutenant-Governor
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at Jehho made his appearance in the
Hunting Ground, and gave the cultivators
and tenants settled on the land notice to
remove within three days, failing which,
they were warned, they would be burnt
out. Upon this a thousand or more of
the inhabitants came together in a state
of alarm at the station where the official
had taken up his abode, and remained
there for three or four days. The official,
dreading a possible disturbance, desired
the two appellants to admonish the people,
and this they did in obedience to the
commands thus laid upon them. They
appealed to the people’s feelings, and
assured them that the officer sent by the
Government would provide them with
allotments elsewhere Iin compensation for
the lande from which they would be ousted.
The assemblage dispersed in consequence
of what appellants stated to them ; and a
protest is now entered againat the mis-
representation by which this action on
their part has been described as inter-
ference with a view to their own profit.
After the occurrence described above had
taken place, the official delegate procesded
into the Hunting Ground, aund, without
making any allotments to the dispossessed
persons, brought in a detachment of drilled
troops to drive them out by force. When
allotments were subsequently undertaken
to be distributed, this was done with =o
little regard to justice that a person who
had influenee would receive a A'ing (100
mow) of land and be registered only as
the possessor of 80 mow, whereas to an
applicant without influence 80 mow would
be reckoned as a kK'ing. Frands of various
descriptions were perpetrated in the issue
of the land-warrants, to such an extent
that the registry-clerk employed, Su'l"éng-
lung by name, obtained a sum of upwards
of Tls. 2,000 in silver and Tls. 2,500
worth of opium, over and above ihe
amonnts placed in his hands as Govern-
ment deposits by the cultivators. Other
instances of rapacity and oppression are
accounted ; and appellanta now seek redress
against the misrepresentations of their
conduct upon which they have been con-
demned to severe punishment and to
forfeiture of their lauds. The Censorate,
in submitting this appeal, refers to a
memorial from thelate Military Lieutenant-
Governor, who has described appellants as
the most notorious pests of the Hunting
Grounds, and has solicited theirbanishment
to the extreme south-western froutier to
un_dargo military servitude.—For rescript,
rejecting the appeal, see Gazetie of 29th
Janaary,

Feb. 220d-23rd. —(Court Circular.) Mei
K’i-chao, Lientenant-Governor at Nanking,
paid his respects on arrival at Peking, and
had andience.

(1) A decree in answer to a memorial
from Pao T’ing, a Tutor of the State
Academy of Learning, who has submitted
with due respect his views on the following
subjects. (1) He represents that of late
years the diffusion of unholy teachings have
become extremely rife in Kiangsu, Chéh-
kiang, and other provinces, aud he requests
that commands be given for the public
expounding of the Sacred Edict, in order
that the teachings of true morality may be
upheld. The preaching of the Homilies
of the Sacred Edict is a duty the active
performance of which is required in fulfil-
ment of an illustrious ordinance, which,
however, has come in too many instances
of late to be regarded as a dead letter by
the provincial authorities, whose com-
pliance with it has been merely nominal.
We lereby enjoin upon the Governor of
Shun-t'ien Fu, the Police-Censors of the
capital, and the Governors-General, Gov-
ernors, and Literary Chancellors of all
the provinces that they do issue orders to
the officials and notables within their
respective jurisdictions to shew active
obedience to the rule prevailing in this
respect, without any approach to laxity,
Let them also take such steps as they
may find necessary with reference to the
establishment of preaching stations and
other matters relating thereto. On a
former occasion We issued injunctions to
the Commanders-in-chief of the forces
throughout the empire, and to the high
provineial authorities, directing them to
recommend to Our notice any officials
specially endowed with military talent,
reporting the exact classitication of their
several gifts, the officials thus reported
upon to be placed on lists for employment,
with the object of providing a reserve of
candidates for military trusts, The pro-
position which the Tutor now memorializing
Us advances, to wit, that a special branch
of the public examinations should be
instituted, on the principle of thab of the
Universal Competitions (instituted under
the earlier reigns of the present dynasty ),
and that civilian ranks should be bestowed
upon the candidaies examined in the
military ark, is in all respects impracticable,
and We command that it receive no further
notice. The former injunctions to the
high officinls aforesaid are now renewed.
The memorialist’s proposal that all recom-
mendations laid before the Throne with
reference to improvement in the adminis.
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tration be made public, whether they be
found admissible or not, is rejected, as by
no means conducive to the encouragement
of good advice ; but the attention of all
officials of the government 18 recalled to
the Decree of the Empresses Regent, issned
on the 27th January, 1875, in which they
invite expressions of opinion on all subjects
relating to the public service.—With
regard to the observation qoutamed ina
postacript Memorial, in which the Tutor
states that, according to general report, a
great illumination is abont to be held, for
which purpose an immense number of
lanterns have been manufactured, it has to
be remarked that at the preseut moment,
whilst the obsequies of his late Majesty
and of the Empress his consort are still
pending, and the country at large has
suffered under repeated visitations of flood
and drought, entailing distress and misery
upon the people, it is out of the question
that the Palace, troubled day and night
with sorrow and anxiety, should abandon
itself to frivolous amusements. Their
Majesties the Empresses have heretofore
already laid stringent injunctions upoun
Our personal attendants, anud We decree it
unlikely that they would venture to at-
tempt a practice of this kind. What the
Tutor has heard, it is evident, is
an erroneous report. Let this be pro-
mulgated for the information of all, at the
capital and in the provinces. (Note. —The
Sacred Edict, it is well known, is a treatise
on moral, political, and social obligations
which was composed by the Kmperor
K’ang Hi, and expanded by order of his son
the Hmperor Yumg Chéng into eight
homilies in familiar language, one of
which should be read on the lst and 15th
of each month in every city of the Ewmnpire,
Scarcely a year passes without a recom-
mendation and injunctions appearing to
this effect ; but the faith of the local
officials in the efficicy of the proceediny is
usually too weak to ensure compliance with
the order.—The rumour of intended
illuminations in the Palace, on the oceasion
of the Feast of Lanterns, which has
evoked the disapproval recorded above,
was perhaps not unfounded.)

(2) Yang Yoh-pin, Inspector-General of
the Military Forces on the Yangtaze,
reports that his son, Yang Chéng-i, an
expectant Taotai on the staff of the pro-
vince of Yiiunan, whom he has been
permitted to retain with him for duty for
the last three years, is now about to
proceed to Yiiunan to await employment,
as the regulations require,

Feb. 24th-25th.—(1) A decree. The
coffin containing the remains of Tsung-
shih, late President of the Board of
Punishments and acting Military Governor
of Shéng-king, having now arrived at
Peking, We command the Dbeiléh Tsai
Chéng to proceed at the head of ten officers
of Our guards to offer a funeral libation
in testimony of Our affectionate remem-
brance of a devoted servant.

(2) Prince Peh-yen-na-mé-hu, General-
in-chief of the Peking field force, me-
morializes reporting that Wén T'ien, the
late Superintendent of Customs at Canton,
has offered the following contribution of
arms for the use of the force, viz:—
360 repeating rifles -‘H{ *ﬁ’; 440 rifles ;
102,000 metallic cartridges ; 40,000 bullets;
400 boxes percussion caps; 4560 flasks
gunpowder ; and 360 cartouche-belts. These
munitions, which the Superintendent pur-
chased during his tenure of office at Canton,
are now deposited with the China Mer-
chants’ Steamship Company at Tientsin;
and the Superintendent requests that the
Governor-General of Chihli be applied to
for their delivery. The Prince recommends
the public-spirited donor to the favourable
notice of their Majesties. (For rescript see
Glazette of Jan. 31st.)

(3) The Governor-General and Governor
of Yiinnan memorialize reporting the trial
held and sentences pronounced in the case
of the civil and military officials responsible
for the capture by rebels of the cities of
Téng-yiieh, Shun-ning, and Yiin Chow.
The Taotai of the Western Circuit, Ch'én
Sih-chén, had sent up in custody the late
acting sub-Prefect of T’éng-yileh, Chow
Wei-giian 5%, and the acting Jail
Warden of the sub-Prefecture, Chéng Ting-
ts'ai, whilst the acting General-in-chief
Yang Yii-k'o had, on his part, sent forward
12 military officers, from the rank of lieu-
tenant-colonel downward, and the civil and
military officials of Shun-ning have like-
wise been sent to the provincial capital by
their respective superiors. After pre-
liminary hearings, the delinquents were
arraigned on the 9th November before the
Governor-General and the Governor, when
the depositions previously taken were con-
firmed. On the same day, the standing
Imperial death warrant was reverently
put in force, and the most culpable of
the officials concerned, namely, Chéng
K’ai-yiian, acting captain and adjutant
of the left battalion of the T'éng-yiieh
brigade ; and Hu Chan-ngao, acting captain
of the Shun-yiin command, were taken out
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to the public execution ground and sub-
jected forthwith to the extreme penalty of
the law. The sentences pronounced on the
other officials, together with their respective
depositions, are submitted herewith to the
Imperial decision. It has farther to be
stated that the late acting Brigadier-General
of T’éng-yiieh, Twan Jui-mei, died in camp
after the recapture of the city, having taken
fever in consequence of his wounds. Three
other military officers are named as having
died natural deaths,

(4) Wu Yiian-ping, Governor of Kiang-
su, memorializes reporting the further
apprehension of criminals guilty of unholy
practices, and their execution after due
process of trial ; together with the fact
that enquiry now shews all parts of the
province to be free from offenders of this
class, and the population to be enjoying
its accustomed tranquillity,. He has to
state that in the fourth and fifth months of
last year alarming rumours were circulated
among the people concerning the cutting-
off of queues and imprinting of marks on
the body by ‘‘ paper men,” and with regard
to black monsters which played the part of
incubi [on sleeping persons]. The Governor
hereupon sent immediate orders to all
subordinate authorities to take measures
privately for the arrest [of the individuals
implicated] and to inflict severe punish-
ment upon them. There were apprehended
in July at the provineial capital (Soochow)

the wizard ﬁﬁ& Féng A-T'u and others,

who, after being delivered by command
into the hands of the Prefect for trial, and
on report received thereafter, were ordered
to suffer the extreme penalty of the law.
In addition to this, arrests of criminals

guilty of unholy practices (ﬂ:[; E) were

reported from divers districts in both
northern and southern Kiangsu; and in
all cases in which authentic confessions
(or, depositions) were elicited, instruc-
tions were given to inflict summary punish-
ment on the spot, in order to discourage
the criminal mind and set the popular
anxiety at rest. The steps taken in
this respect have already been reported
to the Throne. Since this was done, the
Magistrate of the Ch'ang-chow district,
acting in concert with the Magistrates of
the Kin-kw'ei and other districts, has
effected the arrest of Hii A-Pao and his
wife Hii Sii-she, who were declared in the
confession of Féng A-T'u, the man already
executed, to have imparted to him the
words of the incantation used and to have
supplied him with the *‘ paper man.” These

V.

prisoners having been forwarded to Soochow,
they were delivered to the Prefect for
trial ; but conscious of the gravity of their
offence, the statements to which they de-
posed were most stubbornly evasive. Upon
this, under the Governor’s directions, the
Prefect of Soochow, Li Ming-yiian, with
the District Magistrates and other officers
acting under his orders, subjected the
prisoners to repeated interrogations, con-
tinued without intermission even by night,
instituting rigorous and searching enquiry
in an unprejudiced spirit ; as a result of
which the woman Hii Sii-she at length
made the following confession. She ac-

~ knowledged having met a man whose name

she did not know, and whose manner of
speech was that of a person from distant
parts, who gave her some foreign money
and taught her the words of an incantation
and how to send off the *“ paper men " to
go and crush people. She told this to her
husband, Hii A-Pao; and he, animated
by the desire of gain, having agreed to
make use of the incantation and send off
the *“ paper men,” communicated the secret
to their acquaintance Féng A-T'u. They
communicated it to no one else besides.
On the woman being confronted with Hii
A-Pao, he made full confession to the same
effect ; and after it had been established by
thrice repeated interrogatories that the
confessions were truthful and the prisoners
identified beyond doubt, the Provincial
Judge, Léh Fang-k'i, caused them to be
brought before himself and verified the
proceedings by personal examination. On
receiving his report, accompanied by a
copy of the evidence taken, the Governor
arrived at the conclusion that, in having
been so bold as to follow the advice of an
adept in unholy arts, in practising incanta-
tions, sending forth the “ paper-men” to act
the part of incubi, and communicating
the secret to others, the guilt of the two
prisoners is such as death can barely
expiate. Their public execution could not
with propriety be for an instant delayed.
He gave orders forthwith to the Provincial
Judge, directing him to cause Hii A-Pao
and the woman Hii Sii-she to be subjected
together to the extreme penalty of the law,
and to cause the head of Hii A-Pao to be ex-
hibited on a pole as a salutary warning. Itis
now ascertained on enquiry that the entire
province is free from practitioners of unholy
arts of this description, and that the popu-
lation is in the enjoyment of its accustomed
tranquillity, whereby grounds are afforded
for allaying the anxieties of the Imperial
mind. Active measures for the preserva-
tion of order and the apprehension of
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offenders have been enjoined upon the
district anthorities, and not the slightest
relaxation of vigilance will be allowed. The
present memorial is reverently presented
by the Governor in conjunction with the
Governor-General of the two Kiang, Shén
Pao-chéng; and the Imperial commands are
respectfu}lyawaited.—-Resmpt: It is noted.
(5) The Governor of Hupeh and [the
Governor of Kiangsi] represent, in a post-
seript memoriul, the services rendered in
the shipment of the tribute grain to Peking
by the officials acting as managers of the
Chao Shang Kiih (China Merchants’ Steam-
ship Co.), viz., the Taotais Chu K’i-ngang
and Shéng Siian-hwai, who have had the
general management of the operation, and
who have been indefatigable in the dis-
charge of their duties. Other officials on
the Board, viz., the expectant Taotais Chu
K’i-chao, Sii Jun, and T'ang T'ing-chu
(Tong King-sing), have similarly distin-
guished themselves by their efforts ; and
the Celestial favour is besought for the
allotment of appropriate rewards on their
behalf.—In reply, the Grand Council has
received the verbal command : *‘ Perused.”
(6) Yiian Pao-héng, a Vice-President of
the Board of Punishments, refers in a post-
seript memorial to the fact that the island
of Formosa, although remotely situated on
the maritime border of the Empire, is never-
theless abundant in mnatural riches, whilst
at the same time its mixed population of
Chinese and aborigines renders the task of
Government so difficult that it imperatively
requires the presence of a high officer of
the Crown and of a strong military force.
The system of requiring the Governor of
Fuhkien to spend half the year in the
island entails the objection that the ad-
ministration of the provincial government
cannot be properly carried on with its chief
removed to such a distance. A precedent
for a different arrangement is, however,
suggested by the provinces of Chihli,
Sze-ch’wan, and Kansuh, all of which are
administered by Governors-General alone ;
and he submits for consideration the
gueaﬁ'on whether the Governorship of
ién might not be exchanged for that
_Fomlosa. as a permanent appointment.—

For rescript see Gazette of 31st Jan.
Sh:geb- 26th-27th.—(1) A Decree. Let
h Pei-hi 34 T 5 3
ei-hien > tl:l ﬂﬂ' succeed to the

st of Prefect of K'iungchow Fu in

wan, :

(2) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of
Hu Kw.ang, memorializes acknowledging
the receipt at Ch’éng-tu Fu, the capital of
Sze-ch wan, on the 15th January, of the
Teseript issued in reply to his memorial of

the 8th December, 1876, reporting his
arrival at that place ( See Guzefte of 8th
Jamuary.) In obedience to the injunctions
laid upon him, he has at once made prepara-
tions for the journey to take up his official
duties in Hu Kwang, and as the water has
at this season fallen to a quiet stage in the
gorges of the Yangtsze, travel by that route
will be the most rapid and convenient ; and
he intended, consequently, to set out by
boat on the 24th January, and to proceed
by way of Kia-ting, Sii-chow, Ch'ung-k'ing,
and Kw'ei-chow Fu to his seat of govern-
ment at Wu-ch'ang.

Feb. 28th.-March Ist.—(Court Cireular.)
The Yamén of Gendarmerie reported the
apprehension of Hoh Lung-wu and eleven
others concerned in the plunder of a
money-shop, and requested authority to
hand them over to the Board of Punish-
ments.—The Prince of Ch’un had audience
on returning from the Western Mausolea.
Kw'ei Ling, President of the Board of Re-
venue, and his colleagues, requested instruc-
tions on their departure to take their turn
of residence at the Bastern Mausolea.—
Shéh Plei-hien returned thanks for his
appointment as Prefect of K'iung-chow Fu.

(1) A Decree. TsoTsung-t’ang, Governor-
General of Kansuh, &e., reports that the
Provincial Judge requests leave to resign
his office on the ground of ill-health. We
command that Ch'éng Ting-k’ang be per-
mitted to resign his office, and that She

Nien-tsu Eﬁ]ﬁﬂ be appointed to the
post of Provincial Judge of Kansuh.

(2) A decree appointing Kw'ei Pin % kII_,E
to the post of Taotai of the An-Suh In-
tendancy in Kansuh.

(3) A decree appointing Ling Kwei to act
as President of the Board of Revenue, in
addition to his own duties, during the
absence of Kw'ei Ling at the Mausolea.

(4) The Governor of Shansi reports the
escape of a prisoner under sentence of
death, whilst being conveyed from one dis-
trict to another. The excessive- cold had
prostrated the two head police-runners who
were in charge of the party with illness,
compelling them to put up for the night at
an inn ; and the prisoner seized an oppor-
tunity during this detention to break his
fetters and escape. The usual enquiry is
ordered.

March 2nd-3rd.—Li Hung-chang, Gover-
nor-General of Chihli, memorializes re-
commending for honoure and rewards the
officers engaged under his direction last
year,.in superintending the construection of
new embankment works on a portion of the
cowrse of the Yellow River. The portion



. in question is on the south bank of the
river, in the Tung-ning district, where the
work previously accomplished by means of
the labour of the country-people was a
mere outline of what was necessary, and
requiring reconstruction on a larger and
more substantial scale, the earth needing to
be rammed down into a solid condition,
before it could assume a proper and durable
form. The undertaking being one of such
magnitude, whilst the people could not be
required a second time to devote themselves
to the work, and no funds being available
for the purpose in the public treasury, the
only alternative was to make use of the
services of the soldiery. The Governor-
General, accordingly, in February, 1876,
appointed General Lin Shéng-hiu, at the
head of fourteen ying (of about 500 men
each) of Southern troops ; and three Briga-
diers of the provincial forces, with six ying
under their command, to proceed to the
spot where the works were required,
and to set about the comstruction of the
embankment. The site of the works is
a river-flat, formerly overflowed, the soil of
which is loose sand, and in certain parts of
which water was still lying. The energy
displayed by the troops overcame, however,
all obstacles, the men working with the
utmost zeal under the indefatigable superin-
tendence of their officers, so that by
the middle of May, the undertaking was
complete. The embankment was upwards of
sixty li in length, 30 chang (say 50 feet) wide
at the top, and 100 chang at bottom, with
a height of one chang four ch’ih. At every

10 chang distance a hillock of earth 4 2~

(for use in effecting repairs on emergency)
was placed, these hillocks numbering 1,091
inall, After the completion of the embank-
ment, the necessary vigilance was employed
by the proper officials in watching over its
safety ; and on successive occasions during
the summer and autumn, viz., on the Gth
and 22nd August, the 9th and 29th Sept.,
and the 15th and 18th October, the river rose
with great violence, spreading its waters
beyond the ordinary channnel, and reach-
ing a height of from five to eight ch'ih
alongside the embankment. The scour
caused by the rush of waters was so great,
that numbers of the protecting groymes
were swept away, and the embankment
itself was placed in imminent danger. The
exertions of the officials, soldiery, and
labourers in charge of the works alone
averted a catastrophe. During a violent
storm, indeed, on 19th Oct., the whole force
of the current, lashed into violent waves,
was directed against the embankment, and
forty or fifty chang of the face of the
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works were swept away. Thanks to active
exertions on the part of the persons
in charge, however, labouring day and
night, the damage was repaired. Lists
of the officials and notables on whose behalf
rewards are solicited for the services rem-
dered in this connection are enclosed.—
Rescript : Let the Boards concerned con-
sider and report to Us. The lists are for-
warded to them herewith.

March 4th.—No documents of import-
ance.

March 5th.—(Abstracts of Memorials.)
Yang Ch’ang-siin, Governor of Chehkiang,
memorializes reporting the receipts from
the likin tax.—Rescript: Let the Board
of Revenue take note; the return is for-
warded herewith, Also;—reporting the
expenditure on the sea wall on the west
side (of Hangchow Bay.)—Rescript : Let
the Boards concerned take note.—The act-
ing Governor of Shangtung, Li Yiian-hwa,
memorializes reporting the expenditure on
the Yellow River and Grand Canal works.
—Rescript : Let the Boards concerned
consider and report; the return is for-
warded herewith. In the memorial the
name of an officer is most improperly
written as ‘ Colonel Chang” — Chang
Fu-tsiang (instead of “ the Colonel, Chang,
with the addition of his cognomen.”)
Let the name of Li Yiian-hwa be handed
to the Board for the adjudication of a
penalty.

(1) A Decree. Let Siich Yiin-shéng

E% 'fcﬂ— succeed to the post of Taotai
of the Ch’éng-Mien-Lung-Mow Intendancy
in Szech'wan.

(2) The Governor-General Shén Pao-
chéng and the Governor of Kiangsu jointly
memorialize on receipt of an application
from the Taotai at Shanghai, Féng Tsiin-
kwang, who states as follows :—His father,
Féng Yiih-héng by name, an expectant
District Magistrate, having been sentenced
in consequence of certain proceedings to
banishment in Sungaria, the Taotai, with
his younger brother, Féng Yi-kwang, ac-
companied his father in 1858 to Ili, the
place of his banishment. After arriving
there, he was commanded by his father
to return to Peking to compete at the tri-
ennial examination ; and in 1859 he volun-
teered for service with the army, when
the late Grand Secretary Tséng Kwoh-fan
appointed him to do duty in his office.
In 1861 he received letters informing him
of the death of his father while undergoing
banishment, upon which he at once made
official report of his being placed in
mourning, and of his being about to go
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peyond the Great Wall to take charge
o;ﬁg parent’s remains. The regular roads
being, however, impeded, he went by sea
to Tientsin, and thence by way of Chihli
and Shansi into Mongolia, via Kwei-hwa
Ch’éng. Having reached the neighbour-
hood of Ku-chéng by the month of August,
he found the roads blocked owing to
the Mahommedan outbreak, and in view
of the impossibility of obtaining means
of subsistence on the steppe and in the de-
gsert of Gobi, he was obliged to turn back
without effecting his purpose. After being
appointed by H.E. Li Hung-chang to the
ost of Superintendent of the Arsenal at
gha.nghai, he was named in 1874 to fill the
office of Taotai at Shanghai. The thought
that his father’s remains still lie at Ili, and
that nothing is known as to the fate of his
* stepmother and his younger brother, has
continued to oppress him by day and night ;
and his filial emotions have prompted him,
on learning by the Gazefte that Urumtsi
and Mamﬁnve been recaptured, to beg that
leave be obtained for him to resign his office
in order that he may proceed to Ili to recover
and bring back the remains of his deceased
father. The high authorities, in forwarding
this application, commend the Taotai for
the satisfactory discharge of his duty in his
responsible itlest, and request that in lieu
of vacating his appointment, he may re-
ceive one year’s leave of absence.—Granted
by rescript, see Gazette of 12th February.

(3) The Governor-General of the Two
Kiang provinces, Shén Pao-cheng, memo-
rializes with reference to P'an Wei, late
Lieutenant-Governor ( Fan-t'ai) of Fuhkien,
who was allowed to retire from his office
on the ground of ill-health in 1874. This
officer has now reported that, his recovery
being complete, and feeling himself to be
in the prime of life, he dare not seek re-
fuge in selfish ease. He therefore proposes
to set out for Peking to prostrate himself
in the dust at the Palace portals, soliciting
re-employment. He intended to commence

journey on the 21st February. The
Governor-General adds a commendation of
P'an Wei’s upright and public spirited
character, from his knowledge of him at
Foochow.

March 6th.—The Military Lieutenant-
Governor of Jeh-ho memorializes reporting
the execution by ling-ch’e (the lingering
Process) of a criminal named Wang Lien-
slang, who had caused the death of his
father by striking him with a billet of wood
in a quarrel.

March 7th.—The acting Governor-Gene-

of 8ze-ch’wan memorializes stating parti-
culars with reference to the timbers for the

lantern-masts of the Temple of Heaven at
Peking, the shipment of which has already
been reported. The supply of these timbers
was called for so far back as the 19th Jan.,
1866, on which date a despatch was received
from the Board of Works to the effect that
the existing lantern-masts in the Temple
showed signs of decay, and communicating
copy of an Imperial rescript of assent to
the Board’s proposal that fresh timbers
should be called for from Sze-ch’wan or Hu-
kwang. The dimensions of the timbers
required were given as follows:—Six lengths,
viz., three for use and three as duplicates,
of a length of ten chang (140 feet) or up-
wards, and tapering from two ch’ih seven
tsun, to one ch'ih two ts'un in diameter.
Beside this, there were required eighteen
balks of timber for supports, or struts

: )k: to be upwards of six chang in

length. The first lot of timbers that were
procured in the mountains of Sze-ch'wan
was destroyed in the manner heretofore
reported, whilst being floated down a series
of rapids, only eleven of the smaller balks
being recovered in a condition for use.
The supply subsequently procured has now
been sent forward as already reported.—
(See Gazette of Feb. 16th.)

March 8th.—(1) A decree commanding
the acting-Governor of Shantung to forward
to Jeh-ho for trial an individual named Sun
Ngén-k’ing, heretofore stripped of his rank
as a titular Secretary of the Board of Punish-
ments, who is involved in the case under
investigation in which complaint has been
made by Chang Chén-yiian and another,
respecting extortions on the part of certain
officials. The delivery of Sun Ngén-k’ing
for trial has been applied for by the Military
Lieutenant Governor, Yen Hii.

(2) Wén Kéh, acting Governor-General
of Sze-ch'wan, memorializes with reference
to the extra taxation legalized in that pro-
vince since the period of the Taiping rebel-
lion. It was arranged at that time, with
Tmperial sanction, that the land-tax should
be doubled to meet the exigencies of the
public servica, that is to say, for every tael
of statutory land-tax, an additional tael was
assessed under the head of tsin-tieh }%Eﬁ
or auxiliary allowance. The late Governor-
General Wu Tang represented in Novem-
ber, 1874, the impossibility of dispensing
with this extra assessment, in view of the
heavy demands upon the provincial ex-
chequer which were authorized by the
Board of Revenue ; and the present memo-
rialist has now to state that, according
to a report handed in by the Lieutenant
Governor, the receipts from the tsin £ich
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impost, from the commencement of the
collection for 1876 down to the middle of
December (end of the tenth moon),
amounted to Tls. 406,369.5.3.6., in addition
to which arrears due on account of preced-
ing years were collected to the amount of
Tls. 174,675.8.6.9., making a total collec-
tion of Tls. 581,045.4.0.5. From this sum,
remittances have been made as follows : To

Peking, toward the king hiany -}ﬁéﬁij or
pay of the garrison and officials of the
capital, Tls. 250,000 ; extra allowance (tsin
t'ieh) supplementary to the pay of the
Banner and Chinese regular troops of the
province, Tls. 120,000 ; the same to the
province of Kweichow, Tls. 80,000 :—
making in all a sum of Tls. 450,000. The
remaining Tls. 130,000 and odd have been
remitted, in obedience to the appropria-
tions made by the Board of Revenue,
on account of various public works and
in aid of the military chest of different
commands on offensive or defensive service.
The amount of revenue derived from likin
and the sales of titles is remitted as fast
as it comes in, in obedience to the appro-
priations of the Board, to Chihli, Yiinnan
and Kweichow, Shensi and Kansuh, and
the armies on the northern frontier. For
the coming year, the extra impost will con-
tinue to be levied on the same system as
heretofore, and notices to this effect will be
distributed throughout the province, ex-
emptions to some extent being granted in
districts where personal service in the way
of porterage and the supply of animals for
government use is required by regulation
along the principal lines of traffic. It is
noted that, in the report presented to
the Throne in 1875 by Kwang Show,
the President of the Board of War, (when
sent on a mission of enquiry to Sze-
ch'wan), the statement is made that no
illicit practices, in the shape of devices for
extortion under the name of tsin #'ich im-
posts, prevail in the province. Orders will
now be repeated, in obedience to the
Imperial commands issued at that time,
warning the district authorities against
any indulgence in practices of this kind.
(3) Liu Ch’ang-yeo, Governor-General of
Yiinnan, &e., memorializes observing that
of late years the receipts from the likin
collectorate in Yiinnan have been daily
declining ; and although this is ascribable,
1o doubt, to the depopulated condition of
the province and the slackness of trade,
misconduct on the part of the likin ofticials
is also to be considered as a cause. An
enquiry which he has instituted sinee his
accession to office has led to the discovery

of certain irregularities, although the num-
ber of instances in which the tax-certificates
produced from the various barriers and the
amounts of money involved shew a dis-
crepancy are not considerable. Two or
three minor officials, against whom irregu-
larities are alleged, are denounced, and
they are directed, by rescript, to be stripped
of their rank and placed on trial as re-
uested.

March 9th.—(1) A decree handing over
to the Board of Punishments for trial, a
sergeant of police belonging to the guard
of the South Gate of Peking, who is
accused of making a wrongful arrest and
inflicting blows without authority, in a
case in which an individual named Ts'ui
Urh had met his death by drowning.

(2) Pao T'ing, an Imperial clansman,
Libationer of the Imperial Academy of
Learning, presents a humble expression of
his views on certain publie questions, which
he introduces by observing that a house-
holder keeps a dog in order that he may
have the use of the animal’s barking. A
good dog will give voice at sight of a

ow. This may well cause annoyance
to be felt; but the intention with which
the watchdog utters it is no other than
that of guarding his master's interest.
Although the dog may not be always in the
right, yet, by sounding the note of alarm,
he serves to provide a defence against harm,
It would not be well, therefore, to restrain
the dog from barking in consequence of the
frequency and groundlessness of his alarms.
The memorialist himself has offered many
representations to the Throne; and con-
scious as he is of his own foolishness and
lack of insight, he nevertheless cannot res-
train himself, overwhelmed as he has been
with the Imperial bounty, from giving
utterance to his views on four subjects,
entreating the pardon of the Celestial grace
for his offence in obtruding his opinions.
(The four recommendations which ensue
were fully summarized in the rescript issued
in reply ; see Gazette of Feb. 22nd.)

In a postscript memorial, Pao T'ing refers
to the prohibition issued by proclamation
of the office of Gendarmerie against illum-
inations at at the Lantern Feast on the
15th of the 1st moon, which the public
are bound scrupulously to obey. Notwith-
standing this a rumour is spread abroad to
the effect that a great illumination is about
to be held within the Palace, and that a
vast number of lanterns have been manu-
factured for the purpose. At such a time
as the present, when the exchequer is in
straits, when their Majesties the Empresses
st a personal cxample of frugality, and
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when his Majesty the Emperor, still of
tender age, is diligently applying himself
to study, it is inconceivable that an enor-
mous outlay should be indulged in, for the
construction of mere idle playthings. The
vague rumours of the wells and market-
places are, it is true, in no wise to be relied
upon ; but a publie report u:-_mal.ly has some
kind of foundation, and it is to be appre-
hended that some of the Imperial attendants
may have devised an exhibition of this
nature with a view to advance themselves
in favour. The memorialist earnestly de-
precates the possibility of such an oceur-
rence, and ventures to recall to mind the
historical episode in which the emperor
Shén Tsung, of the Sung dynasty, when
about to purchase lanterns from Chehkiang,
desisted at the remonstrance of Su She from
this undertaking. Widely inferior as the
memorialist knows himself to be in compari-
son with Su She, their Majesties the Em-
presses, on the other hand, far excel in their
sacred wisdom the examples of former ages ;
and he trusts, therefore, that his humble
representations may receive a gracious hear-
ing. For rescript see Guzetle of 22nd Feb.

March 10th.—A Decree. Let the Board
of Revenue take into consideration and
report to us upon the memorial presented
by the Supervising Censor Kwoh T’sung-
kii upon the state of affairs connected with
the lekin in Szech’wan and the salt revenue
of the eastern seaboard division.

The remainder of this day's Gazette is
occupied with reports on unimportant ad-
ministrative details in Yiinnan, Kweichow,
Kwangsi, and Tibet.

March 11th and 12th.—No documents of
importance.

March 13th.—Memorials reporting the
number of octogenarian and nonagenarian
candidates who were granted honorary
degrees at the various provincial examina-
tions for the kii-jén degree last autumn, as
follows :—

Of the age of 80 and upwards : In Kwang-
si, two ; in Kansuh, two ; in Yiinnan, two ;
in Shensi, seven ; in Hunan, fifteen.

Of the age of 90 and upwards : In Hunan,
three ; ineg:a—ch’wan, four; in Shensi, three.

March 14th.—(1) A Decree. Let Chi Ho
&'E:ﬁ] succeed to the post of Commis-
sioner of the Court of Transmission.

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial from
Féng Tsze-ts'ai, the General-in-chief in
Kwangsi, who complains that in the
Archives of the Suppression of the Taiping
Rebellion, lately issued by command, he
finds it mentioned that he ‘‘submitted
himself to rightful authority at the same

time with the rebel leader Hwang Kin-sze.”
The fact, he states, is simply that he was
made prisoner by the insurgents in 1853,
and kept in detention by them for some-
thing over ten days, at the end of which
time he effected his escape, whereupon he
enlisted as a volunteer with the military
forces. There is no truth in the story that
he was long connected with the rebels, and
came over from them at the head of a body
of his followers. The statement to which
he draws attention is at variance with the
tenour of other memorials printed in the
same collection, and he begs that it may
be corrected. The reseript in reply ob-
serves that Féng Tsze-ts'al has long been
regarded with affection and honoured with
distinguished rewards for his meritorious
services ; and what is due from him is that
he should exert all his efforts in token of
the gratitude which he owes. The fact of
his having fallen into the hands of the
rebels and immediately thereafter come
out from among them to do military ser-
vice was heretofore duly reported by the
Governor then in office, and the fact was
publicly noted in a Decree issued by his
Majesty the Emperor Wén Tsung Hien:
(Hien Féng.) Inasmuch as the Archives
of the Rebellion have been issued with the
approval of his late Majesty, the Emperor
Muh Tsung I (T'ung Che), it is out of the
question that any alteration of the text
should be hazarded. The request preferred
is not acceded to.

March 15th.—(1) A decree based on a
memorial from the Censor Li Kwei-lin, who
has represented that the candidates coming
to Peking for the examinations are liable to
be stopped by the Customs’ officers at the
gates, and has requested that the proper
authorities be commanded to forbid the
practice of extortion. On the arrival of
candidates at the gates of Peking, they are
as a matter of course liable to an investiga-
tion if they are in possession of smuggled
merchandize; but if they have nothing
with them beyond their personal effects,
they should be allowed to pass after exami-
nation without being subjected to delay or
annoyance. It may be feared, however,
that when carts are about to enter the gates,
the searchers on duty may perhaps delibe-
rately obstruct their passage, in order to
have an excuse for levying exactions upon
them, and also that, on ing the ex-
aminer’s office, they may be kept waiting
for inspection, being thus subjected to one
delay after another. The Superintendency
of the Customs of Peking is now stringently
commanded to require all the subordinate
employés of the department to give passage
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without delay, and also to inflict severe
punishment upon any individuals who may
be found guilty of acts of extortion.

(2) The Governor of Chehkiang memo-
rializes reporting the number of honorary
degrees awarded at the recent examinations
as follows, viz., to candidates of the age of
ninety and upwards, two ; and seven to can-
didates of the age of eighty and upwards.

March 16th.—(1) The Governor-General
of Kansuh, &c., memorializes requesting
leave on behalf of the Judicial Com-
missioner of the Province, Ch'éng Ting-
Kang, to resign his appointment on the
ground of ill-health.—See Gazette of Feb.
28th.

(2) The Governor of Kwei-chow forwards
a voluminous report of the trial held in a
case in which an expectant district
Magistrate had been swindled by certain
other officials, notably a lieutenant-colonel
named Chow Fei-hiung, under the pretext
of obtaining an appointment for him by
underhand contrivances. The expectant
Magistrate was induced to place in the
hands of his officious friends a promissory
note for Taels 2,400, which was issued on
his behalf by a friend of his, keeper of an
outfitter's shop ; but he was put off with
one delay after another, and his appoint-
ment never made its appearance. A part
of the amount represented in the promissory
note, viz., Tls 1,700, was drawn and
appropriated by the confederates ; and the
matter having at length reached the ears of
the provincial authorities, orders were
issned for the arrest of all the parties.
Upon this they came forward voluntarily to
give themselves up ; and they have been
stripped of their respective ranks and
sentenced to various penalties according to
law.

March 17th.—(1) A decree in answer to
a memorial from the Censor Sung Lin, who
has presented a statement of his views
regarding the cultivation of waste lands,
the prohibition of clan-fighting, attention
to the duty of reporting on the character
of officials, and improvement in military
discipline. The importance of all these
subjects is recognized, and the attention
of the provincial authorities is called to the
representations now made.

(2) A decree calling upon the provineial
government of Shantung to forward with-
out delay an amount of Tls. 40,000 and
odd, being the arrears of interest on certain
funds appertaining to the Board of Works,
for which the Salt Department of that pro-
vince is responsible.

March 18th.—(1) A decree, in answer to
amemorial from the Director General of the

Grain Transport, who has requested the
bestowal of memorial boards, and the grant
of an additional title, in honour of the Gods
of the Yellow River and its tributaries,
including the canonized spirit of Lih Yii-
mei, now designated Lih Ta Wang. These
tokens of the Imperial gratitude for the
protection accorded to the river and canal
works during the past autumn are
respectively accorded, the Board of Cere-
monies being commanded to report upon
the title that should be granted in the case
of Lih Ta Wang.

(2) The Governor of Chehkiang memori-
alizes reporting the successful attack
upon and capture of a stronghold of
coast pirates in the T'ai-chow prefecture,
by a detachment of the provineial forces,
in September last. The pirates were led
by a Cantonese, and had fortified them-
selves so strongly as to believe themselves
capable of setting the authorities completely
at defiance.

March 19th.—The Censor Wang Hin
memorializes that severe punishment be
inflicted upon the high authorities of the
provinee of Chehkiang, for their misconduct
in connection with the trial of the wife of
Koh P’in-lien for the alleged murder of her
husband. Referring to the decree published
on the 28th February, in which the report
of the Board of Punishments on its enquiry
into the case is commented wupon, the
Censor gives utterance to the surprise
with which he is filled at the duplicity,
partiality, and disregard for the interests
of justice which have been mani-
fested by the authorities through whose
hands the trial has proceeded. As regards
the District Magistrate, Liu Si-tung, who
has involved an innocent woman in a net-
work of misrepresentation, proving her
guilty of causing the death of a person
who in reality died from natural causes,
and forcing her to confess a crime the
penalty for which is execution in its most
dreadful form, the guilt with which he is
laden admits, plainly, of no exculpation,
What the Censor finds more difficult to
comprehend, is that men filling such high
offices of State as the Provineial Governor,
Yang Ch'ang-sun, and the Literary
Chancellor, Hu Jui-lan, should have con-
sented to become his abettors as they have
done. When commanded to undertake a
rehearing of the case, not only.did Hu Jui-
lan devote all his efforts towards extorting
a confession, shewing himself fearful only
lest the previous judgment should be dis-
turbed, but in his successive memorials to
the Throne he actually ventured to express
himself in terms of irritation, shewing
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himself stubborn and self-opinionated to the
end. The Governor Yang Ch'ang-siin,
again, when ordered by decree to send up
the parties to the case for further trial at
Peking, openly signified his disapproval,
and on the plea of the necessity for sup-
plying the evidence of all the parties,
gent up a crowd of prisoners, with no
other result than that of causing wide-
spread inconvenience. What he plainly
intimated was that the Board of Punish-
ments had no right to apply for the removal
of the venue to Peking, and that his
Majesty should not have acceded to the
request when made. That Hu Jui-lan and
Yang Ch’ang-siin should have ventured to
act as they have done, the memorialist can
only account for on the ground of the
Government being in the hands of their
Majesties the Em: as Regents, the
Emperor having acceded to the Throne
whife yet of tender age, and not as yet
having reached the period for assuming the
control of affairs in person. The flagrant
audacity they have shewn in contempt for
the law and in deceit toward their sovereign
can only be ascribed to such a cause. This
beingbt e character of their offence, it isim-
possible to suppose that their punishment
ean be based upon mere ordinary rules, such
as apply in cases of undue severity, whe-
ther wilful or due to oversight alone, and
in which execution of the individual whose
trial is in question may or may not have
taken place. The memorialist reflects that
there has not been a single instance, of
late years, of an appeal to Peking resulting
‘in a simple reversal of the judgment of a
Court below ; the Governors-General and
Governors, although well aware that in-
justice has been done, simply closing the
case with a report to the Throne that ““a
groundless appeal has been lodged under
mistaken impressions.” Moreover, when
Commissioners are seen to be
despatched on speeial missions of enquiry,
they constantly explain points of serious
importance to be mere trifles, and then
proceed to refine away these trifles into
ghaolute_nonent'rty. These long stand-
ing practices of wrongdoing from interested
motives have grown to be an unalterable
3% T};eﬂcllenl exception to be noted
. o outrages] at Tung-hi
in Sze-ch’wan, in which the lctf.ng Govlu’;lr?:)%:
General, after denying the culpability of
the accused officials in the first place, sub-
sequently came forward to make confession
spontaneously (see Gazette of Jan. 4); and
had not the present case already occurred
th.em can be little doubt that frand a,nd,_
Tisrepresentation would have been clung

to [in the Sze-ch'wan affair] to the end.
The memorialist feels bound to urge that
rigorous punishment be denounced by pub-
lic decree upon the two high officials whom
he inculpates.—A rescript postponing far-
ther decision until after receipt of the Board
of Punishment’s final report, has already
appeared.

March 20th.—A decree, on receipt of a
memorial from the Vice-Governor of Shun-
t'ien Fu, Wang Kia-pih, who has represented
that the Metropolitan temple in memory of
faithful public servants is in need of repair,
directing the Boards concerned to consider
and report upon the matter.

March 21st,—(Court Circular.) The Go-
vernor of Shun-t'ien Fu reported that rain
has fallen at Peking (on the night of the
19th inst.), producing saturation to a depth
of upwards of three inches.—Pien Pao-
ts'iian, a Censor who has succeeded to the
list of Taotais, and Su Pei-hiin, who has
been placed on the list of Prefects, had
audience.

(1) A Decree. Let Yang Tsi

succeed to the post of Prefect of Sung-
kiang Fu, in Kiangsu.

(2) The Military Lieutenant-Governor at
Shan-hai Kwan memorializes reporting the
apprehension of a man named Wang Tsi-
slen, who was caught in the act of endea-
vouring to smuggle a packet of five taels
weight of ginseng past the Customs barrier
there. The delinquenit has been handed
to the local authorities to be eseorted to
Moukden to be dealt with. Of the ginseng
seized, four taels’ weight is confiscated, and
one tael weight bestowed by way of reward
upon the seizing officer.

March 22nd.—(1) A Decree. Sieh Ying-
hi, Judicial Commissioner of Ngan-whei,
having memorialized Us stating that his
complaint gives no hope of speedy recovery,
and requesting permission to vacate his ap-
pointment, We command that he be per-
mitted, aceordingly, to retire from his post.

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi memori-
alizes reporting the result of a trial that
has been held, acecording to reseript, in the
case of the escape of a prisoner from the jail
of the Kien-ch’ang district. The prisoner in
question was awaiting execution after being
sentenced to death for inflicting a fatal
wound upon a person named Liu Hien-chu,
with whose wife he had been engaged in a
eriminal intrigne ; and the result of the
enquiry now instituted shews that he took
advantage of a storm on the night of the
2nd April, 1876, to break his fetters and

clamber over the walls of the prison, whilst
i the guards and jailers were under shelter

Y00



34

[Mag. 22—24.

and asleep. The jail warden had visited the
prison the evening before, in company with
the clerk of the criminal department and
the jailers, and had duly inspected the pri-
soners and verified the condition of their
fetters. The prisoner, Hiung Ming-shéh,
however, effected his escape in the manner
described, and, notwithstanding every ef-
fort, has not been recaptured. The enquiry
shews that the officials concerned are not
chargeable with guilty connivance, but for
their neglect the jailers are severally sen-
tenced, according to law, to periods of
banishment and bastinadoing. The jail
warden, who has already been stripped of
his rank, is held bound, according to law,
to maintain his efforts for the recapture of
the prisoner for the period of five years, at
the end of which time, if he remain un-
su'ﬁessful, his case is further to be dealt
with.

(3) The acting Governor-General of
Szech’'wan memorializes with reference to
the vacancy in the post of Taotai for the
Ch’éng-Mien-Lung-Mow Circuit, rendered
vacant by the death of Yang Néng-koh,
who was appointed to that post in the course
of last year. Another officer has been
appointed to take charge of the duties of
the Intendantship pending farther appoint-
ment.

March 23.—(1) A Decree. Our uncle
Yih Hwei, the Prince of Fu, invested by
brevet with rank as an Imperial prince of
the first degree, was endowed by nature
with a mild and equitable disposition, and
in his personal conduct he guided himself
by principles of uprightness and devotion
to duty. From his youth he was favoured
with the affectionate love of Our Imperial
Grandsire, Siian Tsung Ch’eng Hwang-ti
(the Emperor Tao Kwang), and the cordial
regard of our Imperial father Wén Tsung
Hien Hwang-ti (the Emperor Hien Féng),
by whom he was invested with the rank of
Prince of the second degree and admitted
to pursue his course of education in the
Imperial Studio. When the Emperor Muh
Tsung I (T'ung Che) first ascended the
Throne, his Majesty conferred upon him
the right of entréde, appointed him to the
directorship-in-chief of the Wu Ying Tien
and the Board of State Music, and ap-
pointed him to the post of Chamberlain,
In the year 1872 Their Majesties the Em-
Eresses conferred upon him by their

enign mandate the rank by brevet of
Prince of the first degree ; and We, when
‘We acceded to the Throne, bestowed upon
him the control of the Captain Generalship
of the Plain Blue Banner of the Han Kiin

division. In all his several trusts he

shewed himself alike earnest and respect-
ful, and diligent in redoubled efforts toward
the discharge of his duty. On his becom-
ing recently a sufferer from illness, We
granted him leave of absence for the care
of his health, and moreover sent persons
to visit him on Our behalf. At the very
time when We had hoped that he was
about to become convalescent, and long to
continue in the enjoyment of our love and
affection, we have been overwhelmed
with the deepest sorrow by the unexpected
news of his decease. We command that a
To-lo pall be bestowed for his obsequies,
and we enjoin upon Yih Siang, the Prince
of Hwei, that he proceed this day with ten
officers of Our guards to offer a funeral
libation. We furthermore appoint Mow
Lin, one of the Comptrollers of Our
Honsehold, to assume the direction of all
that appertains to the funereal rites. Let
all be undertaken as a concern of Govern-
ment. As a special grace, We command
that the scale appropriate to a Prince of
the first degree be observed in the post-
humous arrangements for the bestowal of
Our bounty. Let the departments con-
cerned report upon what is requisite.

(2) ADecree. Let WangSze-yih EEE\W
succeed to the post of Judicial Commissioner
for the province of Ngan-hwei.

(3) Adecree, admitting T’o-lun-pu, former-
ly. Assistant Resident at Kobdo, who has
recovered from his sickness, to do duty as
one of the Imperial Guards of the K’ien-
te'ing gate of the Palace.

(4) A decree directing the Governors-
General of Min-Chéh and the Two Kwang,
and the Governors of Chéhkiang and Kwang-
si, respectively, to hold the triennial milit-
ary inspection this year within their several
jurisdictions.

(56-6) Decrees appointing Wén Che &‘ Yé‘
to be Vice-Director of the Court of Instruc-
tion and Chung Lien g5 B to be Director
of the Imperial Banqueting Court.

March 24th (Court Circular). The
Prince of Kung paid his respects on the
expiry of his sick-leave.—The ex-lieutenant
Governor of Fuhkien, P’an Wei, paid his
respects on his arrival al Peking, and had
audience.—The Superintendent of Customs
at Canton, Tsiin K'1, requested instructions
on his departure.

(1) A Decree. Let Ch'éng Yin i 71
succeed to the post of Taotai of the Ngan-
Lu-Ch'u Intendancy in Ngan-hwei.

(2) A decree conferring upon the widow
of the Prince of Fu, by way of pension,
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one-half of the State allowance of a Prince
of the second order. (See Gazetfe of yes-
terday).

March 25th.—(1) The Governor-General
of Chihli, Li Hung-chang, memorializes
stating that he proposed to leave the pro-
vincial capital (Pao-ting Fu), on the 8th
March, and to proceed to the Southern
prefectures, Chéng-ting and Tai-ming Fu,
to complete the military inspection of the
provineial forces, the results of which, as
regards the inspection of the northern
division, he has already reported. He will
so arrange his tour as to direct the line of
his journey toward Tientsin as its final
point. He will probably arrive there
about the middle of April, and take up his
residence there for the season as usual.

(2) The Military Lieutenant-Governor at
Jeh-ho memorializes reporting farther re-
gults obtained in connection with the trial
of Chang Chéng-yuan, Kwoh Tien-yiian,
and another, who have presented complaints
regarding the action of officials at the
Hunting Grounds, and have themselves

been denounced and imprisoned as mis- |

chievous agitators. The statements obtained
are so conflicting that the Lieutenant-
Governor intends to examine the question
on the spot, when the weather grows milder.

March 26th (Court Circular.) — Two
officials return thanks for appointment to
provincial ‘‘expectant ” lists, viz :—Chung

Ch'éng Ehl % and Wei Kang ﬁ fﬁ,
named expectant Taotais in Kiangsu and
Hupeh respectively. (The last-named is
an official who has been employed in con-
nection with coal-mining projects. As a
titular Secretary of the Board of War he
memorialized the Throne in 1875, sub-
mitting various recommendations of moral
reform. (See Gazette of 15th March, 1875.)
—No documents of importance.

March 27th (Court Circular.)—The late
Literary Chancellor of the province of

Sze-ch'wan, Chang Che-tung E Z ﬂ‘_‘]:
id his respects on arrival at Peking, and

ad audience.—No documents of import-
ance, -

March 28th.—(1) Ming Ch'un, Military | Grain Transport, memorializes with re-

Resident at Hami, memorializes urgently
soliciting a bestowal of honours and rewards
on behalf of the officers of the two divisions

of troops distinguished as the Wei I EE ﬁi

and Kien Jui Kiin @ﬁ ﬁ, which have

formed the garrison of Hami for the past
e years. He submits that since the
leader of the Shensi Mahommedans, Peyen
U, made his irruption in 1873 into the

region beyond the Wall, repeated Decrees
have been received, dwelling upon the
vital importance of Hami as a strategical
point, and commanding’ that everything .
needful be done in the way of offensive
and defensive operations at that place.
After dwelling upon the services rendered
and the hardships undergohe by the troops
under his command, the memorialist goes
on to state that by far the larger portion
of the remittances ordered to be sent
from different provinces for the pay of
the soldiery remain outstanding, and that
arrears of two years’ pay are due to the
‘Wei I division. Not 50 per cent. of the
amounts allotted last Spring by the Board
of Revenue for the supply of the garrison
has come to hand; and from Hupeh, in
particular, not one-tenth of the amount
ordered has been sent forward. It is not
only impossible, therefore, that the pay
of the troops should be issued as is due,
but even their ration-allowances are largely
in arrear. The state of distress to which
they are reduced exceeds all that has
oceurred in the past. It has further to be
observed that as the cities of Urumtsi,
Ch’an-ki, Sui-yiian, and other places, have
been successively recaptured, there is reason
to apprehend that the banditti who have
escaped into hiding places may make sallies
from their mountain retreats. The Gover-
nor-General Tso Tsung-t'ang wrote, some
time ago, to state that the Hiinan and Sze-
ch’'wan troops were about to rendezyous
with the force under the orders of Chang
Yao for a joint advance against Turfan;
and as Hami is the base for all the forces
in the field, the importance of guarding it
in safety is the more pressing on this
account. The memorialist feels bound to
submit a list of recommendations of the
officersand men serving under his command,
as a means of conciliating and inspiriting
the forces. — Rescript : We bestow upon
Kia Mow-ts'ing the title of Bat'uru with
the epithet Mow Yung; and upon Wei
Ch’ang-lin the title of Bat'uru, with the
epithet Choh Yung. For the rest, be it as

] is proposed.

|
|

|

(2) Wén-Pin, Director-General of the

ference to contributions received on behalf
of the sufferers from famine whose sup-
port has been undertaken (at Hwai-ngan
Fu.) General T’ang Ting-kwei, Com-
mander-in-chief of the Chinese forces in
Fuhkien, acting as General in command of
the W [ and other divisions, with three
of his chief subordinates, has contributed
800 piculs of rice and Tls. 1,300 in silver.
General Sii Pang-tao, commanding the



36

[Mar. 28—29.

Hiinan cavalry force, has contributed 200
piculs of rice. The Assistant Salt Com-
missioner at Hai Chow has headed a list,
to which the leading merchants have
subscribed, yielding a total of 1,000 piculs of
rice. All these subscriptions have been
paid in ; and the donors are recommended
for reward from the Celestial grace.

March 29th.—(1) The Empresses Regent
decree as follows :—Three years have nearly
elapsed since His Majesty the Emperor
Muh Tsung T ascended upon the Dragon to
be a guest on high. In the third moon of
the present year (April-May) the period for
laying aside the garb of mourning will be
at hand. The years and the months pass
away like a stream, but Our sorrow in-
creases in its poignancy all the more.
According to the institutions of Our house,
it is proper, when the Emperor has laid
aside his mourning, that the various cere-
monials of rejoicing and festivity be pro-
ceeded with in due order; but at the
present moment, when the coffin containing
the Imperial remains has not yet been
deposited in its eternal resting place, Our
minds cannot willingly endure the thought
of the practice of the ceremonials as in
ordinary times. The Emperor, moreover,
being still of tender years, there are forms
of the ceremonial of rejoicing which it is
impossible to carry into effect; and it is
the more necessary, on this account,
that the relative importance of the va-
rious particulars concerned be duly weighed,
and decision taken with unvaryi TO-
priety. With exception of the high State
ceremonial of Audiences of Congratulation
(at the New-Year, to wit), which shall be
conducted as usual, e command that
all other ceremonials, such as the annual
entertainment of Mongolian princes and
nobles in the K'in Chéng Throne Hall, the
witnessing of the martial dance in the
Chung Chéng Throne Hall, and the enter-
tainment of lamas, together with the ban-
queting at the Purple Pavilion (Tsze
Kwang Koh) of the Mongolian princes and
nobles and the envoys of foreign states
(wai kwoh she ch'én) in the first moon of the
year, be for the present suspended. With
regard to all other ceremonials, let the de-
partments concerned take action, as may
be necessary, in conformity with the pre-
cedents established in the second year of
the reign T'ung Che (1863.)

(2) Féng Tsze-ts'ai, General-in-chief of
the province of Kwangsi, memorializes
representing that, as in his early life he
lived in a condition of poverty in one of
the seaboard districts, himself and his
mother finding difficulty in providing for

their barest maintenance, he was driven by
necessity to apply to his relatives for the
loan of a few taels, with which, in the third
moon of the year 1851, he set out in com-
pany with some friends of his, traders of
his own mneighbourhood, to endeavour to
turn an honest penny in a commercial way.
Ag ill-luck would have it, he and his com-
panions fell into the hands of the bandit-
leader Lin Pa (Low a P4t), who not only
robbed them of everything they had in
their possession, but furthermore carried
them off as prisoners to the midst of the
insurgent camp. Here they underwent
continual ill-treatment, until, after the lapse
of about a fortnight, they found an oppor-
tunity of escaping. This was on the 2nd
day of the 4th moon. The memorialist and
his companions, on reaching an Imperial
camp, begged that they might be allowed
to serve as volunteers against the insur-
gents, and from this time forward they were
engaged in active service and took part in
many victorious engagements. After fight-
ing in many provinces, the memorialist was
advanced to his present post, and he has
been favoured for years past with marks
of distinguished favour, for which he is
profoundly grateful. In January last he
was farther favoured with the gift from his
Majesty of a copy of the Record of the
Suppression of Cantonese (Taiping) Re-
bellion, as also of that relating to the
Nien Fei; and on referring to the fifth
book of the first section of the former of
these works, he has read, with the utmost
astonishment, a passage to the effect that
‘¢ the local authorities reported that on the
10th day of the 4th moon the rebel leaders
Hwang Kin-sze, Féng Tsze-te’ai, and others,
surrendered with their followers ;” and in
the Imperial decree upon this the same
words are repeated. The memorialist sub-
mits an emphatic disavowal of the alleged
facts, pointing out that the date given is
not that on which he effected his escape,
and that, instead of having been a rebel
leader, he with his companions, was a
prisoner in the hands of the bandits.
Observing that it is inconceivable how such
a misrepresentation could have been made
at the time, and that nothing could be more
abhorrent to him than to have brought dis-
grace upon the spotless reputation of his
ancestry by casting in his lot with insur-
gents, he cannot but reflect upon the stigma
that is attached to his name in the printed
Record which has now gone forth ; and he
consequently solicits the favour of a Decree
commanding that in all the copies of the

work the character fs'aé H‘, forming part
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of his name, be altered, by the addition of
a stroke, into lin 1*,—-@ act of grace b’y
which not only the memorialist but his
descendants will be endlessly benefited.—
For rescript negativing the request see
Gazette of 14th inst.

(8) The Governor of Kwangsi, T'n Tsung- -

memorializes reporting the establish-

l’:gg‘i at the provincial capital of a House
of Detention for mﬁnesﬁfa, ém the pls:)t}

roposed last year by the (overnor
Ewléichow (seeme&&te of 6th April, 1876).
The intention of this institution is to
obviate the suffering which is otherwise
entailed upon witnesses and parties to
appeal cases when awaiting trials ab the
provincial capital. An office has now been
established to take the custody of all such
persons, to whom an allowance is to be
issued of one catty four taels weight of
rice and ten cash for salt and vegetables
per diem, medical attendance being also
provided when needful.

(4) The Censor Li Kwei-lin memorializes

omting out the hardships to which candi-

tes arriving from the provinces for the
examinations at Peking may be subjected
by harsh and illegal practices on the part
of the subordinates of the metropolitan
Customs.—For rescript see Gazette of 14th
instant.

March 30th.—(1) A decree referring to
the antecedent history of the murder case
in Chehkiang, from the first representation
made two years ago by the Censor Wang
Shu-jui, at whose instance the Literary
Chancellor Hu Jui-lan was commanded to
institute a new trial, to the recent report
from the Board of Punishments invalidat-
ing all the results previously obtained, and
the memorial from the Censor Wang Hin
(see Gaztte of 19th inst.), accusing the
high provincial authorities of acting under
the influence of corrupt partiality. In
obedience to the commands issued, the
Board of Punishments has now handed in
the report of its decision in the matter,
stating that the Magistrate of the Yii-
hang District, Liu Sih-tung, having come
to the erroneous conclusion that the
death of Koh P’in-lien had been caused by

oison, extracted an imaginary confession
y torture from the wife of the deceased,
Koh Pih-she, and from Yang Nai-wu, to
the effect that they had conspired, in con-
Sequence of an adulterous connection, to
make away with Koh P’in-lien, upon which
they were unjustly sentenced to suffer the
eaviest penalty of the law. Conduct such
a8 this reaches the utmost limits of mis-
conduct. We decree that, in conformity

the delinquent be transported to the pro-
vince of the Amur, under the severer form
imposed by law, to redazm his offence by
his exertions, and that he be debarred
from the privilege of compounding for a
pecuniary mulet. We further decree that

.the following officials be“stripped of their

rank, viz: the late Prefect of Hangchow
Fu, Ch'én Lu-yii, for his failure +to
become apprised in any way concerning
the erroneous finding arrived at on an
inquest by a District Magistrate within
his jurisdiction, and that, without eliciting
the actual facts by investigation, he
presented a careless report to his superiors,
shewing himself thereby to be neglectful of
the interests of life and death : the Prefect
of Ning-po Fu, Pien Pao-hien ; the district
Magistrate of Kia-hing, Lo Tsze-shén ; the
expectant Distriet Magistrates, Ku Téh-
héng and and Kung She-t'ung, for that in
their proceedings when engaged in the trial
of this case, they failed to make thorough
investigation of the facts, and formulated
their sentence in an inconsiderate manner :
and furthermore, the expectant District
Magistrate Chéng Sih-kao, for that, when
appointed by the Governor of the province to
make secret enquiries, he returned an equi-
voeal report. The Governor, Yang Ch’ang-
stin, who forwarded his regulation report to
Peking on receipt of the statement of the
provincial courts, not only failed to dis-
cover for himself the facts of the injustice
perpetrated, and, on appeal having been:
lodged and further trial held, shewed him-
self again incapable of causing redress to
ensue, but also, when a Decree had been
issued handing the case over to the Literary
Chancellor Hu Jui-lan for additional re-
investigation, remonstrated declaring that
the judges who had dealt with the case
had used no rigorous methods of torture
to extract confessions, has shewn himself
actuated by a desire to shield his subor-
dinates from the consequences of wrongful
acts, and he is in even a still %feater degree
deserving of blame. As for the conduct of
Hu Jui-lan, in failing to elicit the actual
groundwork of fact and to hold a fresh
inquest when, on presiding at a new trial,
he found that the particulars elicited
were at variance with those originally
reported to the Throne, in lieu of which he
memorialized without regard to accuracy,
declaring the proceedings closed, he has
shewn himself conspicuously unfitted for
his trust. Let Yang Ch'ang-siin and Hu
Jui-lan be forthwith stripped of their rank
in the publice service. As regards the
remainder of the sentences propounded by
the Board, let the case be concluded as is

With the sentence submitted by the Board, proposed. In matters so grave as those
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involving questions of life and death, the
nature of the sentence, whether lenient or
severe, is altogether dependent upon the
degree of thoroughiess with which the
presiding judges devote themselves to the
elucidation of the facts. Their object
should be to avoid unjust severity on the
one hand and culpable laxity on the other.
In the present case of the death of the man
Koh P’in-lien, two lives have come near
to the sad fate of being involved in a most
wrongful infliction of the extreme penalty
of the law, in consequence of the disregard
for the truth shewn by the Governor of the
province and the other functionaries con-
cerned in their conduct of the trial, and the
determination shewn from first to last to
shield the perpetrators of injustice. Let
the Governors-General and Governors of
all the provinces henceforward know that
it is incumbent upon them to impress upon
their subordinates the duty of conducting
trials in the most painstaking manner,
making it their object to establish a truthful
record of the facts and to mete out penalties
which are adequate and fitting. Let there
be not the slightest approach to remissness
or inconsiderate proceedings, in order that
the Sovereign’s earnest desire for the care-
ful discharge of the functions of the
criminal law may be duly supported.

(2) Li Yiian-hwa, Lieutenant-Governor
and acting-Governor of Shantung, reports
in a voluminous memorial the results of his
personal examination of the Yellow River
and the Grand Canal, and his proposals for
dealing with both these waterways in the
readiest manner. On the depatture of the
late Governor, Ting Pao-chéng, on his pro-
motion to another office, he impressed most
earnestly on the memorialist the plans he
had in his mind for the benefit of the
province of Shantung; and among these
the works in connection with the River and
the Canal, which want of means have pre-
vented from being carried out in their
integrity, are those which principally require
continued attention. The southern em-
bankment of the Yellow River, from Kia
Chwang to Tung-p'ing, a distance of 200 [z
and upwards, is in a solid and effective
condition ; but higher up the course of the
river, on the borders of Chihli and Honan,

from Sieh Chai %l g in the Tung-ming

district in Chihli, passing down by Ch’ang-
yian, and thence as far as the thirteen-li sta-
tion (shih-san Ii P'u)in the K’ao-ch’éng dis-
trict in Honan, a distance of between 70 and
80 li, there is no embankment whatever, no
connection being established with the dis-
tricts in Ts'ao-chow Fu on the lower course

of the river. This section is of extreme
importance, and the labour upon it admits
of no delay. When, in past years, the
breach at How Kia Lin was repaired, dread
of the heavy cost which would have been
entailed at this point led to its being left
on one side, and the result of this was the
breach which took place at Kia Chwang.
Below this point the embankment is now
solid and secure, but if a similar work be
not constructed above it, there is reason to
apprehended that this may prove the one

| flaw which will lead to the destruction of

the entire previous undertaking. The
result of a further breach would be that
Honan, Nganhwei, and Kiangsu would once
more bear the brunt of the overflow,
Shantung, it is needless to observe, being
the first and foremost to suffer, and the
whole of the Canal, from the Nan-yang
Lake southwards to the Ts'ing Ho would
again be rendered unavailable. Tens of
millions of Taels would be required to repair
the consequences of such a misfortune.
The inhabitants of Honan and Nganhwei,
not yet having actually experienced the
effects of the threatened danger, are callous
to the possible consequences ; and even the
people of Kiangsu, though they have known
what it is to suffer, are too remote from the
spot to feel any active interest. It is only
the denizens of Ts’ao-chow Fu and Tsi-nan
Fu in Shantung who, living next door to
the scene of danger, are like the bird which
feels alarm at the sight of the bow, and are
yearning anxiously for the commencement
of the works, although their ability in the
matter is not on a par with their desires.
The memorialist has directed the Prefect of
Ts'ao-chow Futohave a survey and estimates
drawn up, proposing that 6/10 of the work
be undertaken by the soldiery and 4/10 per-
formed by hired labour of the peasantry.
Commencing from a point in the Tungming
district in Chihli down to the thirteen-li
station in Honan, a distance of 70 odd Ui,
it is estimated that for an embankment
one chang (about 11 feet) in height, one
chang six ch’ih in width at summit and six
chang in width at base, something over
Taels 50,000 will be required ; but as the
work will lie beyond the limits of the pro-
vince of Shantung the Governor’s authority
will be insufficient, and he has therefore
written to the Governor-General of Chihli
and the Governor of Honan asking for their
co-operation. Li Hung-chang has replied
promising that the district authorities along
the line of the works shall be instructed to
render assistance ; and a special agent has
been sent to Honan to consult with the
Governor of that province. So much with
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respect to the southern embankment. As
regards the districts of P'n-t'ai and
Fan Hien, this region has been con-
verted into a vast lake since the river
changed its course, and for nearly twenty
years the population was reduced to the
depths of misery. Some improvement
was experienced when the breach occurred
at Kia Chwang, but since this was
repaired the suffering in the above-
named region has been as great as ever.
Between the southern embankment and
the dyke of the Kin [dynasty] on the north,
there intervenes a tract of 60 or 70 i in
width ; and although it may be correct to
say that the Kin embankment protects the
capital, yet as regards the population of the
districts above-named, they are left without
defence. Numerous petitions have been
presented by the notables and people of
this tract of country, urging that they,
like others, are the Sovereign’s children,
and that if, while the southern embank-
ment is attended to, their interests are
ignored, they have to complain of being
left in an invidious position. The memo-
rialist would observe that, although only
temporarily in charge of his present office, he
cannot refrain from giving ear to such
representations as these, and he has to
point out that if an embankment such as
is proposed be constructed, upwards of
100,000 mow of land in the P'u-t'ai, Fan,
Yang-kuh, Show-chang, and Tung-Q dis-
tricts would become restored to the con-
dition of dry land. The length of the
proposed dyke, extending for a distance of
170 and odd Ui, is upwards of 30,000 chang,
and the cost of the work, if calculated on
the ordinary scale per cubic foot, would
be many tens of thousands of Taels. By
meeting the wishes of the population,
however, and allowing the work to be
undertaken by them with Government
assistance, and, moreover, by turning the
operation to account, in the present time
of scarcity, by a system of labour-relief, it
will be possible, as it were, to kill two
birds with one stone, and to render the
accomplishment of the task possible with-
out overtaxing the energies of the people.
The memorialist proposes, however, to
achieve the wundertaking in two annual
instalments, having the embankment built
in the first instance to a height of
one chang, with a summit width of one
chang six ch’ih, and a width at base of
six In the following year he pro-
poses to add four ch'ih to the height,
and to widen the work by 1.4/10ths chang
at the summit, and by 4 chang at the
base, thus rendering it uniform in dimen-
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sions with the southern embankment. It
is further proposed to undertake works in
the P'u-t'ai and Fan districts, with a view
to diverting the waters of the Yellow River
from the minor of the two channels through
which they there flow, with a view to the
recovery, if the scheme be favoured by
Heaven, of some hundreds of thousands of
mow of land. It is noted, in addition, that
it is proposed to pay compensation for such
lands as are taken for embankment purposes
at the rate of Tls. 3.2 per mow. The total
outlay contemplated on the works in ques-
tion is Tls. 200,000 and odd. (N.B.
—In the Gazette, the figure is given
as Tls. 20,000,000; but there is reason

to suppose that the character :f' has been

misprinted for ""‘ ). Coming to the ques-

tion of the Grand Canal, three courses
present themselves. The best would be to
dredge out the entire course of the Canal,
as far as the southern sluice-gate on the old
gite at Shih-li P'u. This would necessitate
the construection of a dock for the harbour-
ing of junks on the north side of the sluice,
at a cost of upwards of Taels 100,000, so
that, when the junk-squadrons had all
arrived, the sluice might be opened and the
passage of the Yellow River effected. On
the North side of the Yellow River, again,
sluice gates would require to be constructed
at a point south of Chang-ts'iu, so that
opening or shutting of the Canal might be
effected at pleasure. By this means, after
the passage of the fleet, the deposit
occasioned by the Yellow River water
would be kept from guing beyond the
sluice, and the silt which would be
deposited outside the gates, extending only
for the distance of a few li, could be dredged
away annually without difficulty. In the
T'ao-t’ang district, furthermore, for a dis-
tance of 70 odd li, it would be necessary to
clear out a formerly existing channel to
bring the waters of the river Wei to feed
the Canal. As the cost of this undertaking
would amount, however, to an gate
of upwards of Tls. 1,000,000, and ds to
this amount are not to be had, the scheme
must be abandoned. An intermediate
course is that of dredging out the present
channel of the Canal along its whole length,
at a cost of about Tls. 250,000, with an
additional Tls. 50,000 for the northern
sluice-gate. The third and least eligible
plah would be to continue, as in past years,
to effect a little deepening in the parts
which have silted up the most, at a cost of
Tls. 30,000 or Tls. 40,000. The memo-
rialist proposes to adopt the second of the
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three courses he describes,—Inreply to the
foregoing memorial, the following Rescriptis
appended :—Let the Boards concerned con-
sider and report. The plans are forwarded to
them herewith. In the memorial, the name
of an officer is most improperly written as
‘“ Colonel Chang " (instead of *‘ the Colonel,
Chang.”) Let the Board adjudicate the
proper penalty against Li Yiian-hwa. (N.B.
—The date of publication in full of the
above memorial may be taken as an example
of the utility of the publication of
‘“abstracts,” with rescripts appended, which
was commenced toward the end of 1875—see
Gazette of 24th December, page 164 of the
volume of translations for 1875. An ab-
stract of Li Yiian-hwa's memorial, with the
rescript appended to it, was published in
the Gazette of bth March, on or about which
day the memorial must have been received,
as was noted at the time. A gain of three
weeks in the publication of the Imperial
rescript is thus, in the present instance,
secured, press of other matter having

evidently delayed for a full fortnight be- |

yond its proper time the publication of the
memorial itself.)

March 31st.—(1) A Decree. Let Kwoh
Sung-tao succeed to the post of senior
Vice-President of the Board of War.
Pending his accession to this office, let
Tung Hwa continue to hold the acting

appointment. Let Sii Tung g%.' *Iﬂ

succeed to the post of senior Vice-Pre-
sident of the Board of Ceremonies (vacated
by Kwoh Sung-tao).

N.B.—The vacancy in the Board of War,
to which Kwol Sung-tao, at present Envoy
to Great Britain, has been transferred from
his appointment in the Board of Ceremonies,
is caused by the degradation of Hu Jui-lan,
Vice-President of the Board of War, acting
as Literary Chancellor in Chehkiang, as de-
creed in yesterday's Gazette.

(2) A Decree. LetMeiK'i-chao *5: HR B,
succeed to the post of Governor of Chéh-
kiang.

N.B.—This appointment is in pursuance
of the decree of yesterday's date, degrading
the Governor Yang Ch’ang-siin, in conse-
quence of his action in the Koh P’in-lien
case. Mei K'i-chao, his successor now
appointed, has for the last six years acted
as Lieutenant-Governor (Fan-t'ai) at Nan-
king, and was formerly Prefect of Kwang-
chow Fu and Grain Comptroller at Canton,

(8) A decree referring to proceedings
heretofore taken in the case of a spiritual
dignitary in Tibet, the Hu-chéng Hut'ukh-
t'u, who was impeached by the then Re-
sident at Lassa for deserting his post,

currying off his seal of office, in con-
sequence of a disturbance which arose
through a distribution of alms ; upon which
his title and seal were cancelled by resecript,
and it was at the same time decreed that
his soul should not be allowed to trans-
migrate at his decease. The hut'ulht'n
in question came to Peking to lodge an
appeal, and some time afterwards died.
The Resident Sung Kwei has now memo-
rialized stating that a petition has been
lodged with him by the lamas in a body,
complaining that injustice had been done to
the hut'ukht'u, notwithstanding meritorious
service on his part, and entreating that a
representation be laid before the Throne on
the subject. We decree that, as is besought
of Us, search may be made to discover the
child in whose body the soul of the deceased
Hu-chéng Hut'ukht'u has been reborn, and
that he be allowed to resume the govern-
ment of his proper lamasery. We likewise
grant him the reissue of his title. Let the
departments concerned take note.

(4) The Censor Sung-lin memorializes
submitting his views on four subjects of
national importance, viz., the cultivation of
waste lands, the suppression of the practice
of clan-feuds in the southern provinces, the
careful selection of distriet Magistrates, and
the proper control of military officials,—
For rescript see Gazetfe of 17th inst.

April 1st.—(1) A decree in reply to a
memorial from Wu Yiian-ping, Governor of
Kiangsu, who has denounced an officer of
the rank of Major, named Chéng Nai-li,
for stirring up disturbances at Soochow
after being dismissed from his employ.
As requested, he is now stripped of his
rank, and ordered to be conveyed back to
his native place and to be kept there under
stringent official surveillance.

(2) A decree acceding to a request on
the part of the authorities of Shun-t’ien
Fu, extending for two months the period
during which the charitable relief-agencies
are to be kept open; and granting a
further allowance of 200 piculs of millet and
Tls. 400 from Customs’ revenue of Peking
toward their support.

(3) A Decree. Let Sun I-yen

(=]
be transferred (from Hupeh) to the post of
Lieutenant-Governor at Nanking, and let
him proceed at once to take up his post
without coming to Peking for audience.
Let P’an Wei succeed to the post

of Lieutenant-Governor of Hupeh.

(4) Let Mei K'i-chao, whom We appointed
yesterday to the post of Governor of Chéh-
kiang, proceed forthwith to his post. He
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not come to Peking for audience. Until
];i:‘.?da.rrival at his Pﬁ:’g let (the Lieutenant-
Governor of Chéhkiang) Wei Yung-kwang
temporarily act as Governor.

(5) A Decree, Let Chih-Ho succeed to
the rank of sub-Chancellor of the Grand
Secretariat, with the position of Vice-Pre-
sident of the Board of Ceremonies annexed.

(6) The Governor of Honan memorializes
reporting the establishment at the capital
of that province of a House of Detention
for witnesses and parties to appeal cases,
in pursuance of a Decree issued on the
11th July last, approving the instructions
which it was proposed by the Board of

ishments, inconjunction withthe Boards
of Civil Office and War, to issue on this
subject, at the instance of the Governor
of ]Kweichow, who had undertaken the
establishment of an institution of this
kind in his province. The memorialist
dwells upon the hardships to which wit-
nesses and other parties to suits or trials
being held at the provincial capital must be
subjected 1f imprisoned without care being
taken for their maintenance, clothing, and
health ; and proceeds to state that he has
caused a building to be appropriated, in the
Drum Tower Street at K’ai-féng Fu, com-
prising between 60 and 70 separate dwelling
rooms, which is to be known as the How Shén
Kung So (or place of detention pending
trial), where all witnesses and parties to
judicial cases, not actually criminals, shall
henceforward be kept in custody. Pro-
vision is made for supplying each individual
with 12 faels’ weight of rice and ten cash
for salt and vegetables, with three cups of
tea per diem, and in case of need medical
attendance and warm clothing will also be
supplied. In order to guard against the
extortion and ill-treatment which would be
practised by official underlings and police,
were they placed in a position to control
the establishment, the employés are to be
hired servants, and the whole is to be
superintended by two trustworthy officials.
It will be the duty of the higher authorities
to guard by constant supervision against
the laxity and abuses which would creep in
time into the undertaking, unless the right
description of officials be invested with the
management.

April 2nd.—A Decree. Let the Grand
Secretary Pao Yiin be invested with the
designation of Wu Ying Tien Ta Hioh
She; and let the Grand Secretary Ying
Kwei take his title from the T"i Jén Koh
(vacated by Pao Yiin.)

N.B.—These titular distinctions are the
result of the vacancy caused among the

members of the Grand Secretariat by the
death of Wén Siang, in May, 1876.

April 8rdi—(1) A Decree. Let King
Lung E_‘ ﬁ' succeed to the post of
Prefect of Hu=chow Fu; in Chéhkiang.

(2) Wén Pin, Director-General of the
Grain Transport, memorializes solieiting
marks of Imperial approbation on behalf
of the deities of the Grand Canal and the
river Hwai, who manifested themselves
bodily last year, according to a report
made by the District Magistrate of Ts'ing-
ho, in answer to prayers for rain. The

god of the river Hwail i’fé ‘(E m$, it is
represented, received his investiture in
the 14th year of the reign Shun Che
(A.D. 16567), whilst the deity worshipped
under the title Lih Ta Wang is the can-
onized spirit of Lih Yuh-mei, a former
Director-General of the Yellow River
(died 1840.) Permission is besought for
the erection, hereafter, when means are
fortheoming, of a temple in honor of the
last-named divinity at Ts'ing-kiang P'u—
For rescript see Gazette of 18th March.

(8) The same functionary reports, in &
postseript memorial, the employment of
the famine sufferers in the Hwai-ngan
region, on relief works in connection with
the dredging and repairs of the Canal and
its sluices.

April 4th.—(1) A deeree in reply to &
memorial from the Censor Féng K’ing-lin,
who has denouneed an officer of the Cel-
larer’s department of the Imperial House=
hold, for sundry practices. A strict
enquiry is ordered.

2) The Governor of Hupeh memorializes
acknowledging the receipt, on the 17th
December last, of a despatch from the
Board of Civil Office, forwarding copy of
a decree, by which the Taotai at Hankow,
Li Ming-ch’ih, was promoted to the office of
Judicial Commissioner at Foochow, To
fill the vacancy thus created in the post
of Intendant of the Han-Hwang-Téh Circuit,
with which is combined the Superintendent-
ship of Customs at Hankow, the acting
Intendant of the Grain Tax, Ho Wei-kien,
has been transferred, pending further com-
mands. The expectant Taotai Chang Ping-
Kwén is selected, as being qualified by
seniority and character, to succeed him in
the acting appointment he vacates.

(3) The acting Governor-General of Féng-
t'ien, Ch'ung How, memorializes with re-
ference to the measures he would propose
to adopt, in obedience to a decree to this
effect, for increasing the stringency of the
frontier guard on the Corean border, with
the object of preventing passage on either
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gide. A decree has been received, forward-
ing copy of a memorial on the part of the
Board of Ceremonies, in which a letter, re-
ceived by the Board from the King of
Corea, was laid before the Throne ; and in
reply to the instructions received, the me-
morialist would observe that, in former
years a tract of land was purposely left
uninhabited on the further side of the
frontier, beyond the * Corean Gate,” in
order to prevent the mingling of the
subjects of China with people from outside.
In process of time, however, as it became
difficult to maintain the stringency of the
frontier-guard, squatters began to populate
this tract, and a few years ago, when the
then Vice-President of a Board, Yen Hii,
proceeded on a mission of inspeetion beyond
the frontier, he found almost the entire
region overspread with eultivators. After
a conference at the frontier with cominis-
sioners from Corea, he reported that what
the Corean Government dreaded was admix-
ture of a foreign element in its population.
He represented that the width of the tract
left uncultivated was of less moment than
the efficacy of border regulations, and he
proposed the construction of a wall and
ditch along the boundary, adhering to the
natural features of the country, submitting at
the same time a code of proposed regula-
tions. Notwithstanding these proceedings,
nothingeffectnal has been donefor years past,
and the population has gone on increasing
until now it extends to the very banks of
the River (the Ya-lu.) In view of the alarm
expressed by the King at the encroach-
ment upon his own territory with which
he is menaced by the rapidly increasing
advances of the squatter population, who
are now divided from his territory only
by a mere stream, it is proposed that the
regulations submitted by Yen Hii some
years ago be actively enforced, and that
death by summary execution be the penalty
for any act of trespass beyond the river-
boundary on the part of any subject of
China ; and that any Chinese subject who
may be apprehended in Corea be sent as a
prisoner to Moukden, whence, after report
to the Throne, he shall be conveyed to the
banks of the river and executed. It is also
proposed that it be lawful for the Coreans
to slay any Chinese who may attempt to
resist capture at their hands.—Rescript :
Let the Board of Ceremonies take note.
April 5th.—(1) A decree in reply to a
memorial from the acting-Governor of
Shantung, who has denounced a deceased
district magistrate for defalcations in his
accounts. A sum of Tls. 3,209 on revenue
account and Tls. 969 on account of receipts

from the sale of titles is not forthcoming,
and accordingly, as requested by the acting-
Governor, the deceased is stripped of his
rank, and commands are issued to the
Governor of Ngan-hwei, his native pro-
vince, to make search for and to confiscate
any property of which he may have died
possessed. (Note.—It is not necessarily
the case that the deceased magistrate was
personally a defaulter. He may have taken
over the deficiencies in the accounts from
his predecessor, an abuse which has been
stated in a recent Censor’s memorial to be
of frequent occurrence. )

(2) The acting Governor-General of Féng-
t'ien memorializes urging the necessity for
the appointment of additional local authori-
ties in the border region of the province.
The extent of this tract of country, on the
eastern frontier, is upwards of 1,000 li from
north to south, whilst from east to west it
has a width of from 50 to 200 or 300 li.
Since the institution of measures for bring-
ing the squatters on this fract of country
under control, a great number of applica-
tions have been made for the registration
of titles at the offices that have been set on
foot, to such an extent that the area of land
that may be added to the register amounts
to an increase of some 700,000 mow. To
this must be added the 530,000 and odd mow
which were admitted to the tax register of
the Ngan-tung district last year, and another
amount of 500,000 and odd mow admitted
in the years immediately preceding. It is
estimated that when the land has all been
duly placed on a tax-paying footing, the
revenue will be angmenied by an annual
collection of upwards of Tls. 300,000, in
addition to other amounts from the taxes
on reedlands and miscellaneous duties.
The memorialist proposes the establish-
ment of three new District Magistracies in
the region of country in question, and the
adoption of other administrative measures.
—Rescript :  Let the Boards concerned
consider and report.

(3) The Governor-General of the Two
Kiang memorializes reporting that the ex-
pectant Taotai Hu Kwang-yung, who acts
as manager at Shanghai for the Rice-tribute
Agency, has addressed him to the effect
that, on receiving accounts of the distress
prevailing in the region north of the Yang-
tsze, he has personally contributed 8,400
piculs of wheat and 4,700 wadded gowns,
in addition to which he has raised a sub-
seription among the merchants and notables
of Shanghai, to the amount of Taels 11,000
and 3,000 and odd wadded garments, which
he is prepared to send forward. He
requests that a stcamer may be detailed
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to tow the boat conveying these supplies,
and that the magistrate of the Muh-
yang district be ordered to keep order
among the recipients and to effect the
distribution. He concludes by praying
that there may on mno account be any
thought of applying to the Throne for
honorary rewards.—The Governor-General,
commending the charitable spirit displayed,
and stating that he has complied with the
requests addressed to him, feels bound to
bring the facts to his Majesty’s notice, and
to solicit that a list of the names of the
charitable donors may be called for, to the
end that honours be conferred upon them
according to precedent, as an incentive to
good deeds.—Rescript : Let the Board of
Revenue take note.

April 6th.—(1) A Decree. TLet Chu
Péh-ming succeed to the post of Brigadier
General of the Ting-chow command in
Fuhkien.

(2) A memorial from the Governor
General of the Two Kiang and the Go-
vernor of Nganhwei, with reference to the
removal of a Sub-Prefect to be stationed
henceforward at the thriving place of
trade which has grown up of late
years on the island of Ho Yiich Chow,
opposite Ta-tung, on the Yangtsze, as
reported in the Gazeffe of 21st October
1876. The Board of Civil Oftice has found
fault with the manner in which it has been
proposed that this arrangement shall take
effect, as regards the classification of the
new appointment. The existing system
has been disturbed by the establishment
of a mew post of the * superior respon-
sibility” class, without the correspond-
ing reduction of some previously exist-
ing post off that class to the ‘ inferior-
responsibility” scale. A ntﬂ.ndingBregulation
is thus violated, and the Board has
obtained sanction by reseript to its
demand that obedience be shewn in this
respect, since otherwise the system under
which official exchanges take place will
be disturbed. The memorialists demon-
strate, in reply, that the province of
Nganhwei contains no appointment of the
Sub-prefectural class which it is possible to
reduce as commanded, and entreat permis-
sion to retain the new office on the footing
originally recommended, with exemption
from the rule relating to the interchange
of appointments.— Referred by rescript to
the Board for report.

April Tth.—(Court Circular.) Chang Sze-
Kwei, I;E fﬁ, wearing the button of

the third rank, assistant Envoy to Japan,
returned thanks for his appointment, and

had audience. (N.B.—Chang Sze-kwei
_who was appointed to the post abovc—namec’l
in January last, has but lately arrived in
Peking from his place of residence, Ningpo.)

(1) A Decree. We command that the
candidates of the Kii-jén degree from the
provinees, who have passed the test-examina-
tion and have been classified as follows,
namely, of the first-class, 80; of the
second-class, 400; and of the third-class,
695, be adiitted to the competition for the
tsin-sze degree. Ch’én Shén, Ts’ien Ting-
hien, and How Tséng-fuh, who have been
rated in the fourth-class, are turned back
until the next period for examination.
K’ing K'i is turned back until the period
after the next.

(2) A decree admitting to the forthcom-
ing triennial competition 14 Manchu Kvi-jin
from the provinces, who have passed the
test-examination, after graduating in the
provincial examinations for Manchu inter-
pretation.

(3) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General
of the Two Kiang, presents a memorial de-
nouncing a long list of District Magistrates,
Sub-Prefects, &e., for incompetence, vice
(opium-smoking), neglect of duty, &e., &e.
Among these, an expectant District Magis-
trate, named Luh Urh-fa, is signalised as
having made himself very unpopular by his
conduet while in charge of a lekin tax-office.
—A rescript has already appeared, cashier-
ing or degrading the inculpated officials, as
requested.

April 8th.—f(Court Circular.) Li Ming-
ch’ih, Judicial Commissioner of Fuh-kien,
presented his respects on his arrival at
Peking, and had audience.

(List of appointments for the second
moon). To be Grain Intendant for
the province of Hu-peh, Hwén Yen-k'i

¥ = 5.

(1) A decree in answer to a memorial
from the Censor Kwoh Ts'ung-kii, who has
requested that regulations of a proper
nature may be drawn up for the treatment
of cases referred for trial after appeal to
Peking. He has represented that in the
petitions of appeal it constantly occurs that
a large number of individuals are involved
by name, with malicious intent to injure
them ; in addition to which he enumerates
other malpractices, such as false persona-
tion, contracting for the prosecution of the
suit, instigation, and the like. Litigious
practices such as these cannot be allowed
to gain ground. For the future, it will be
incumbent upon the Governors-General
and Governors of all the provinces, when
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appeal cases are referred back for investi-
gation, to use strict care in discriminating
with regard to the summoning of persons
who are named in the appeal, and to
refrain from involving the innocent in
harassing proceedings. Let the proper
Board draw up the regmlations which
should be adopted for taking down accurate
evidence respecting the complainant and
the accused, their personal descriptions,
and the depositions relating to the case
at issue, in all instances in which,
after the lodging of an appeal through
any of the metropolitan departments,
the parties are about to he sent back
to the province in conformity with law.
Inasmuch as manifold cases of injustice
arise in consequence of the habitual prae-
tice of the provincial governments, in
cases of appeal, of referring the cause for
reinvestigation to the court by which it
was decided in the first instance, where-
upon the officials concerned being actuated
with a desire to screen themselves from the
consequences of misconduct, a finding in
support of the original judgment is at all
hazards affirmed—the provincial govern-
ments shall henceforward not be at liberty
to remit appeal cases to be reinvestigated
by the officials before whom the cause was
tried in the first instance. Should the
officials directed to take in hand the judicial
proceedings evince a disposition to act from
motives of corrupt favouritism, let them
forthwith be rigorously impeached, in order
that the institutions of penal justice may
have due weight given to their fulfilment.

(2) A decree admitting to the privilege.

of competition at the approaching examina-
tions the following numbers of provincial
candidates (in addition to the list published
yesterday), who have passed the supple-
mentary test-examinations, viz., of the first-
class in order of merit, 36 ; of the second-
class, 114; and of the third-class, 199.
Two candidates who have been assigned
to the fourth-class are turned back until
the period after next for admission.

April 9th.—(1) A decree in acknowledg-
ment of a memorial from T'u Tsung-ying,
Governor of Kwangsi, who has reported the
dispersion of a body of insurgents, and the
capture and execution of their ringleader.
It appears that a titular graduate, who had
been stripped of his rank, belonging to the
Ma-ping district, had assembled a band of
peasants whom he had incited to revolt
under pretext of insisting upon a reduction
in the amount of taxes. The Taotai Yih
Yiian-tai proceeded against this insurgent
body with an armed force, and having met
with overt resistance, attacked and routed

the band in January last. The ringleader,
Lan Shéng-ts'ui, and a number of his prin-
cipal followers, were captured and put to
death. For this exploit the Taotai Yih
Yiian-tai is rewarded with the bestowal of
rank of the first degree upon his progenitors
for three generations past, and with the
title of Ha-hi-pa Batwru in lieu of the
title heretofore conferred upon him ; and
the Brigadier-General Mo Yiin-ch’éng is to
be recorded on the list for immediate em-
ployment, to be nominated to the first
vacancy occuring in that rank in either
of the two Kwang provinces, He is also
invested with brevet rank as General. Per-
mission is accorded for the presentation of
a list of recommendations on behalf of the
remaintng officers of the force who have
ignalized themselves on this occasion.

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial from
the Censor Liu Tséng, who has denounced
an individual named Niu Kwang-to as
having illegally obtained the literary degree
of Kii-jén. His father, Niu Show-jén,
with two aliases, is represented as having
been a gate-keeper in the yamén of a dis-
trict Magistrate in Kwangsi, notwithstand-
ing which disqualification, he had the auda-
city to obtain his admission, through the
assistance of certain dishonest notables, to
the register of the district of Lin-kwei, and
to send his son under false pretence to the
literary examinations, at which the son suc-
ceeded in obtaining the degree of Kii-jén. It
is contrary to law that a low official underling
should obtain registration in a district other
than his own, and thus fraudulently gain
access to the privilege of examination, and
it is most necessary that severe punishment
be meted out in such a case. We com-
mand that Niu Kwang-tow be deprived of
his degree; and We command that en-
quiry be instituted by the Governor of
Kwangsi -to ascertain whether Niu Show-
jén has purchased official rank under false
pretences. Should this be the case, let
him likewise be deprived of the rank so
acquired and be punished according to law,
to the end that the purity of the official
career may be maintained. Let the Boards
concerned take note.

April 10th.—(Court Circular). Liu Hien

@]}i returned thanks for his appoint-
ment to the post of Taotai of the Hwai-
Yang Intendency in Kiangsu.—The Go-
vernor of Shun-t'ien Fu reported a rainfall
at Peking, producing between two and
three inches of saturation.

(Abstracts of Memorials.) Among these
a memorial from the Military Governor of
Heh-lung Kiang is noted, in which report
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is made of a victory achieved over the

‘banditti at Pa-yen Su-su by the Govern-
ment troops. Commands are issued,
enjoining the most active efforts for the
extirpation of the remainder of the band.

(1) A Decree. - Let Wang Kia-pih be
transferred to fill the post of vice-Governor
of Féng-t'ien Fu, with the functions of
Literary Chancellor annexed.

(2) The acting Governor-General of Min-
chéh memorializes with reference to the
arrears of judicial cases in the courtsthrough-
out the province of Fuhkien, to which the
Governor, Ting Jih-ch’ang, has already
drawn attention, These arrears have been of
such long continuance, and have accumula-
ted under so many incumbents of office, that
the Magistrates generally are afraid to deal
with them, and prisoners and witnesses
meanwhile ish in confinement and
suspense. It is solicited that, as a special
act of grace, and in order to expedite the
administration of justice, indemnity for
past neglect may be granted, and that a
period of three months be now assigned for
hearing and disposing of all old cases dating
from before the commencement of last
year ; the District Magistrates being held
bound, for the future, to adhere to the
prescribed limitations of time in the hear-
ing and disposal of all recent cases.—
Assented to by rescript.

April 11th.—(1 and 2) Decrees in reply
to memorials from the Governor of Kwei-
chow, denouncing long lists of military and
civil officials. In accordance with his ap-
plication, a Brigadier-General named Yeh
Chéng-hiung is cashiered and sentenced to
perpetual exclusion from farther recom-
mendation or employment, on the ground
of self-seeking practices in contempt of the
law and disregard of what was due to his
position. A similar sentence is pronounced
against a Colonel named Chén Che-tao, for
treacherous and deceitful conduect, dis-
graceful to his official rank. Five or six
others, from the rank of Brigadier-General
down, are cashiered for various forms of
misconduct ; and two captains are degraded
to the rank of lieutenant. In the following
decree, a list of civilian functionaries, from
the rank of Prefeect downwards, occupying
three pages of the Gazeile, is dealt with,
the delinquents being cashiered or degraded
according to circumstances.

(3) A Decree. Let P’an Sze-lien % Eff

succeed to the post of Vice-Governor
of Shun-t'ien Fu. =
(4) The Court of Censors memorialize

forwarding an appeal lodged by a native of
the province of Honan, named Tséng

-

Ch’wan-san, complaining that hig

had been murdered byga party of r(l;?)%t;;‘;r
whom the local authorities have allowed to
go free.—Referred in the usual manner.

(5) The Governor of Kiangsi reports the
hearing and decision of a case in which
certain notables of the Yii-ts'ien district
had lodged a complaint against a Kii-jén
graduate, whom they charge with making
himself an agent for purposes of litigation,
extorting money from inoffensive per-
sons, monopolizing the collection of the
taxes, and making the authorities subject
to his dictation. The ineriminated person,
on learning that orders for his arrest had
been issued, came spontaneously to the
provincial capital to deliver himself up;
and on trial being held, the main facts
charged against him have been substan-
tiated. The sentence he has incurred is
transportation to the extremest frontier, at
a distance of 4,000 li; but in consideration
of his act of voluntary surrender he is
entitled to mitigation by one degree, which
makes his penalty that of 100 blows and
banishment for three years, without the
benefit of participation in the Acts of Grace
recently proclaimed. Other sentences on
accessories to the case are at the same
time submitted for approval.

April 12th.—The Board of Punishments
memorialize reporting the conclusion ar-
rived at in the case of the woman Koh
Pih-she, charged, together with her dlleged
paramour Yang Nai-wu, with the murder
of her husband Koh P’in-lien by arsenic
poisoning. The following is a summary of
the facts respresented by the Board, after
a recital of the tenour of the decrees
under which the recent proceedings in this
cause célébre have been instituted. The
deceased, Koh P’in-lien, was a native of
the district of Yii-hang, in Chéhkiang,
where he married, in April, 1872, a woman
surnamed Pih, whose father was dead, and
whose mother had become the wife of a
man named Yii K'ing-tien. A month
after his marriage, Koh P’ien-lien moved
into a house belonging to the provincial
graduate Yang Nai-wu, who shared part of
the dwelling with him. He himself was
employed in a bean-curd factory ; and his
mother, who had also married a second
time, lived apart from his household.
Toward the middle of the ensuing autumn,
Koh’s suspicions of his wife’s fidelity
were aroused through his seeing her
continually in Yang Nai-wu’s company ; and
¥o sought to assure himself of what was
going on by listening at the window-sill,
but he was able to hear nothing beyond
Yang Nai-wu instructing his wife in the
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text of the Classics. He complained, how-
ever, to his mother-in-law and her husband;
and his mother-in-law, having visited the
house and seen her daughter taking her
meals in company with Yang Nai-wu, was
unable to divest herself of the suspicions
she had formed. As she spoke of these to
outsiders, the matter became a subject of
common gossip in the neighbourhood. At
the advice of his relatives, Koh moved in
July, 1873, from Yang Nai-wu’s dwelling to
another house, belonging to a cousin of his
wife's step-father, named Wang Sin-pei,
who himself lived next door. This man
kept an active watch, but at no time saw
any visits paid to the house by Yang Nai-
wu.  On the 15th October following, Koh
scolded and beat his wife on account of his
dinner being behindhand, and she, in a fit
of'disgust, cut her hair short and vowed
that she would enter a nunnery. The mo-
ther, mother-in-law, and other relatives,
hearing of the quarrel, came one after an-
other to the house, and on Koh Pih-she’s
mother angrily exclaiming that things
should not have reached such a pass for so
trifling a matter, and the mother of Koh
himself blaming his conduct, he replied, this
being the first occasion of such a remark,
that he had taken this opportunity of vent-
ing his displeasure on account of the affair
with Yang Nai-wu. On the 26th November
he was taken ill, with a complaint to which
he was liable, and two days afterwards he
was seen by the neighbour returning home
shewing symptoms of ague. The ti-pao
‘Wang Lin saw him stop at a cake-vendor’s
shop and buy a dumpling, after ecating
which he was seized with vomiting. He
returned to his house, and, feeling very
weak, desired his wife to take 1,000 cash
to her father-in-law and request him to buy
certain medicines for him. His wife’s
mother paid him a visit forthwith, and
found him lying very ill inbed, shivering and
vomiting, after which she returned home.
His wife, alarmed by a choking sound in his
throat, called out to him, but white froth
issued from his lips and he wasunable toutter
a word. Im her alarm, she screamed to the
neighbours, who hurried in, and she
entreated them to fetch her own and her
husband’s mother, which they did ; but all
their endeavours, aided by the advice of a
medical practitioner who was called in,
proved fruitless, and the patient died to-
wards evening. His mother attended to
the preparations for interment of the corpse,
and expressed no doubt of his having died
of the violent fever with which his illness
was at the time identified. It was only
when a rumour was set afloat the next day,

throngh the deceased’s foster mother, of his
having been poisoned, that his mother
was led to suspect, from this fact
and the speedy decomposition of the
remains which set in, that he had been
foully dealt with; and she lodged a com-
plaint at the district Magistracy, calling
for an inquest. This district Magistrate
complied with this application, and the
condition of the remains was such as to
lead the examiner of corpses employed on
this occasion to suspect the agency of poison.
He was inclined to believe that opium had
been the cause of death, owing to the ab-
sence of rigidity in the corpse ; but one of
the Magistrate’s underlings having observed,
in adherence to the mistaken theory of Ch'én
Chuh-shan, that death from opium poison-
ing can scarcely oceur except when the drug
has been taken by the individual of his own
accord, the examiner was led to believe,
from the livid blisters observed on the ab-
domen, that the cause of death was poison-
ing by arsenic. Whilst arguing the point, he
omitted to cleanse the silver probing-needle
with the decoction of Gleditschia ; and being
unable to feel positive what poison had been
employed, he declared ambiguously that
‘“ death had been caused by poison.” The
Magistrate hereupon interrogated the rela-
tives of the deceased, and the neighbours,
none of whom knew anything respecting
the source whence poison had been pro-
cured ; and the widow, on being taken to
the magistracy and questioned, denied all
knowledge in this respect. Torture having
been applied to her, however, her powers
of endurance were insufficient for the
ordeal, and she made a false confession to
the effect that, having had criminal rela-
tions with Yang Nai-wu at former times,
this man had supplied her with some
arsenic on the 24th November for the pur-
pose of putting an end to her husband’s
life. The Magistrate herenpon applied to
the superior authorities, requesting that
Yang Nai-wu be siripped of his degree in
order that he might be placed on trial,
whereupon certain of his relatives came
forward to testify that on the 24th November
he had been absent at a place called Nan
Hiang, and could not possibly have handed
the poison to Koh Pih-she as alleged. The
woman, however, in dread of further tor-
ture, adhered to her statement ; and the
Magistrate, in forwarding a report of the
case to his superior, the Prefect of Hang-
chow, falsely declared, in connection with
the inquest, that the silver probe had been
duly washed without removing its greenish
discoloration. Yang Nai-wu, on being put on
trial before the Prefect, wasinduced, through
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fear of torture, to admit the charge; and on
being asked where he obtained arsenic,
he mentioned the name of a shop which
he remembered having passed. From this
point the story is continued to the same
effect as has been already set forth in pre-
vious meinorials ; and the Board submits,
for the Imperial decision, the question as to
the penalties that should be meted out to
the officials, high and low, who have been
guilty of the gross perversion of justice
brought to light in this case. For rescript,
see Glazette of March 30th.

April 13th.—(1) A decree commanding
two hereditary Princes of the first degree
to attend the preliminary obsequies of the
Imperial Prince of Fu, lately deceased, on
the 17th inst.

(2) The remainder of to-day’s Gazette is
occupied with the concluding portion of
the Board of Punishments’ memorial begun
yesterday.

April 14th.—(1) The acting Governor-
General of Min-Chéh, and Ting Jih-ch’ang,
Governor of Fuhkien, jointly memorialize
representing the urgent necessity that exists
for a modification of the rules in force re-
specting the custody of prisoners, in order
to allow a speedy dispensation of justice to
take place. Observing that the civil ad-
ministration in the province of Fuhkien has
lapsed into a condition of vicious routine,
one consequence of which is that unsen-
tenced criminals and other parties to
judicial cases habitually languish in impri-
sonment, frequently resulting in death, the
memorialists point out that in order to
afford any actual relief it is necessary to
undertake a radical and searching enquiry
into the causes of the evil complained of.
They have already, on two successive
occasions, denounced a series of officials
guilty of acts of suppression in connection
with reports of law proceedings, and they
have at the same time lavished exhortations
upon all their subordinates to discharge
their duties with diligent exactitude, to
such an extent that they may almost say
they have worn away the points of their
pens and have brought blisters to their lips
in the effort. In the course of six months,
the cases of 532 prisoners, old and new,
have been wound up; but the misfortune
is that in many cases where the official
returns shew only a few prisoners in
custody, there are in reality some scores
of persons in confinement. Thus, at
Amoy, the sub-Prefect had upwards of
eighty prisoners in jail, and reported
barely half-a-dozen., The sub-Prefec
at Shih Ma had upwards of twenty
persons in confinement, and had gone on/

for some time reporting the prison as un-
tenanted ; and these cases may be taken
as typical of the remainder. Nyt only is
this what happens as regards the magis-
trates themselves, but prisoners are con-
fined by the underlings without the know-
ledge of the clerks and secretaries, whilst
these again commit persons to custody
without the knowledge of their official
employers. Farmers and labourers or petty
traders once cast into prison, their entire
household knows not a moment’s peace ; and
their release is not effected until land and
houses, nay, it may be, wife and children,
are sold, and interest brought to bear
on their behalf. The official sits at his
chess and wine, while the people are
offering up supplications to which there
is none to lend an ear. Verily! the
sound of their woes and anguish may well
suffice to evoke the visitation of drought
and to arouse the wrath of Heaven. Since
the memorialists began their work of
scrutiny, prisoners to the number of 1,246,
borne on the lists sent in from the various
districts, have been released; but they
have no doubt that thousands more are
still confined, of whom no report is made
or who are surreptitiously held in durance
by the official underlings. Most mar-
vellous of all are such instances as that of
the Magistrate of Show-ning, who, when
stringently called upon to explain why a
prisoner named Li was still detained in
custody, more than a year after he had
been entitled to his release by Act of Grace,
replied that the prisoner was so fond of
confinement that he did not wish to be set
at liberty ; and of the DMagistrate of
Tsiang-loh, who, when called upon to report
why a prisoner named Yang had been so
long in jail, replied that the man had
been handed over by one incumbent
of the office to another during a
long series of years, and that no particulars
of his case were on record! Other in-
stances of the kind might further be cited.
There are, at present, in all the districts of
the province, some 290 odd criminals in
prison whose trials are as yet not at an end,
and 620 odd prisoners in addition to these.
The prisoner who has been longest in_con-
finement is one Wéng I-loh, in the Fuh-
te'ing district, who has been 20 years 1n
jail ; and other instances of imprisonment
for 12, 11, and 10 years are recited. The
majority of these are individuals connected
with charges of murder or robbery with
violence ; but some have retracted con-
fessions made in the first instance under
torture, whilst others are simple aceessories
or even persons who declare themselves to
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be the victims of false accusations. The
courts, bound down by the letter of stand-
ing regulations, do not venture to pro-
nounce a final decision ; and the conse-
quence is that prisoners who, if they had
only been sentenced, might go free in
conformity with the terms of the Imperial
amnesties, are detained in perpetual impri-
sonment owing to some contradiction in
their depositions first and last. In order
to remedy the crying evils thus exposed, it
is prayed that the existing regulations may
be modified so as to enable a general jail
delivery to be held, irrespective of the
limitations of time prescribed by the rules
affecting trials, for all cases dating from
before the year 1875, exception being

made in the case of persons who
have retracted confessions made in
the face of direct testimony, keepers

of gambling houses, promoters of litiga-
tion, kidnappers to hold to ransom, and
evil doers of this class, who, if set free
with the rest, would be certain either to
betake themselves to the profession of bri-
gandage, or to drift into connection with
alien sects. It is proposed that this class
of prisoner may be kept in custody for a
fixed term of years by being chained to
blocks of stone, but not locked up in the
prisons. For all subsequent cases, it is
proposed that the regulations enjoining
despatch in procedure be duly enforced.
An apology is made for some delay in send-
ing forward the present memorial, owing
to the departure for Formosa of the Go-
vernor, Ting Jih-ch’ang, by whom it has
been drawn up.—Rescript : Let the Boards
concerned consider and report to Us.

The remainder of this day’s Gazefte is
occupied with memorials on administrative
details from the same quarter.

April 15th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Censor Liu Sih-kin,
who has represented that entertainments
and theatrical performances are given on
the part of officials, and that these should
be prohibited. In reply it is observed that,
notwithstanding the termination of the
period of national mourning for the late
Emperor, the Imperial remains have not,
as yet, been deposited in their last resting-
place ; and there would be something re-
pugnant to the feelings if feasting and
mirth were to be abruptly resumed. For
this reason entertainments on the part of
officials are still entirely prohibited.

(2) The acting Governor-General of Min
Chéh reports the arrival of 23 shipwrecked
Liu-ch’'inans at Foochow on the 3rd De-
cember last, the account they give of
themselves being that they sailed from

Napa on the 21st October, 1876, were
blown off the land in a typhoon, and after
drifting about for some time were at length
rescued by Chinese fishermen in the neigh-
bourhood of Chusan, and guided by them
to Foochow. The usual allowance of a
pint of rice and six cash per diem will be
issued to the sufferers until they can be
sent back to their native country.

(3) The same authority reports the arrival
of a second party of distressed Liu-ch’inans
at Foochow, to the number of fourteen per-
sons. They state that on the 21st May,
1876, they sailed from Napa with a cargo of
cerockery, lacquerware, and sundries, for the
Meiaco Sima islands, intending to bring
back a return freight of white rice, hides,
béche-de-mer, ete.; but having been caught
in a gale they were driven on the coast of
Corea, and finally drifted down to the mouth
of the Yangtsze, where their vessel became
a total wreck. Having swum on shore,
they were taken charge of by the local
authorities and sent on by them to the
provincial capital, Scochow. They arrived
at this place on the 13th October last, and
on the bth February, 1877, they reached
Shanghai, from which point they were for-
warded by steamer to Foochow. They will
be relieved in the usual manner, and sent
back when opportunity offers, to their own
country.

(4) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General
of the Two Kiang, memorializes applying
for an extension of his sick-leave for one
month, stating that his health still continues
in an unsatisfactory condition. In answer
to an application he felt bound to make,
toward the close of last year, for leave to
resign his post, he received the Imperial
sanction to his taking a congé of two
months ; and he is now compelled to solicit
an extension of this period.—Granted by
rescript.

(5) The Military Governor of Heh-lung-
kiang (the Amur) memorializes reporting
the details of a victorious engagement on
the part of the Manchu troops stationed at
Pa-yen Su-su, over a band of mounted
free-booters who, to the number of between
50 and 60, made an incursion into that
neighbourhood in February last. The
detachment of troops, 100 strong, which
was set in motion on news being received
of the fray having occurred, succeeded
in enveloping the party of robbers, of
whom 30 were killed on the spot. Thirteen
wounded prisoners were at the same time
taken. Twenty-three horses, and much
saddlery and other trophies were also
captured. Twelve of the prisoners were
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so severely wounded that they were des-
patehed at once, by being speared to death ;
whilst the remaining captive was brought
up for interrogation. He stated that he
- was a mnative of Pao-ting Fu, who had
emigrated many years ago to this part of
the country ; and he gave an account of the
arrangements he had lately entered into
with certain of the lawless gold-hunters of
San-sing to make a raid upon the neigh-
bourhood of Pa-yen Su-sn. After his de-
position had been taken, the prisoner was
executed and his head exposed on a pole.
It is observed that the region of country
about Pa-yen Su-su is greatly exposed to
incursions from the adjoining territory,
more especially as during the frosts the
river can be crossed upon the ice; and
precautions against brigandage must con-
sequently be maintained without relaxa-
tion.—Rescript enjoining vigorous efforts
for the extirpation of the bands of brigands
in this region.

April 16th.—(1) The Governor of Kiang-
gi reports that eight candidates above the
age of 90, and thirty-two of the age of 80
and upwards, are entitled to the bestowal
of honorary degrees as Kii-jen, after com-
peting at the provincial examinations of
last autumn.

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi reports in a
postseript memorial the destruction by fire
of the yamén of the district Magistrate of
Nan-ch’ang, in the provincial capital. The
conflagration took place on the 7th Novem-
ber last.

(3) The Governor of Ngan-hwei reports
the number of octogenarian and nonagenarian
candidates at the last year's examinations,
who are entitled to honorary degrees, to be
as follows: of the age of ninety and up-
wards, 4; and of the age of ecighty and
upwards, 20.

April 17th.—The Manchn General-in-
Chief of Sze-ch'wan memorializes proposing
the enrolment of an additional body of 500
Banner-men, to be picked from the Manchu
population of Ch’éng-tu, to rein'orce the
scanty numbers of the Banner soldiery
residing there. Of these the number
originally was but 1,600 officers and men,
to which 500 were added, on the system it
is now proposed to follow, some 10 years
ago. It is proposed that the pay of the
additional force should be at the rate of
2 Taels per man per mensem ; and as a
saving of Taels 2,000 monthly on the pro-
vineial military expenditure has lagely been
effected by the disbandment of athody of
braves no longer required on the border,
the present scheme can be put i}ltl‘.} effect

without additional expense.—Sanctioned
by reseript.

The remainder of this day’s Gazefte is
pringipally occupied with memorials on
administrative details relating to the Hunt-
ing Grounds,

April 18th.—(1) A Decree. Féng Taze-
ts’ai has memorialized entreating permission
to have audience. Let him come to Peking
for audience ; and let Lin Kw'én-yih sub-
mit the name of an officer to receive appoint-
ment to act in his absence.

(2) A decree acknowledging the receipt
of a memorial from the Governor-General
Tso Tsung-t'ang, reporting the decease from
illness of Brigadier-General Lin How-ki. The
death of this officer, who held the command
of the Yen-Sui division in Shensi, is much
deplored, on the ground of the valiant ser-
vices he has rendered during his career.
The customary honours are decreed in his
favour. A suceessor to his post is appointed

in the person of T'an Jén-fang ‘%g!{ ": j}}‘.

(3) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the
shipment of the first batch of the grain
tribute due from that province for the
supply of the capital. The first squadron
of the rice junks, numbering 165 sail, and
carrying 825,970 piculs of grain, plus a
waste allowance of 27,217 piculs, left the
port of Shanghai on the 8th March, to
commence their voyage northward.

April 19th.-—(1) A decree appointing the
Grand Secretary Pao Yiin as Examiner-
in-chief, and the Ministers Mao Ch'ang-hi,
Ts'ien Pao-lien and Kwén Kang, as
Assistant Examiners for the Examinations
about to open.

(2-5) A series of decrees making appoint-
ments in conunection with the forthcoming
Examinations.

(6) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the
measures that have been taken generally
with reference to the refugees from the
famine-stricken districts North of the
Yangtsze, who have been cared for during
the winter in the region about Soochow,
Ch’ang-chow, Chin-kiang, Yangchow, ete.
The sufferers began to flock southwards, he
observes, in November last, arriving daily
at Soochow in parties of from 10 to 100 in
number, upon which vaeant spaces in and
about the city were set apart for their
temporary habitation under the care of
special officers. Provision was made for
the issue of two rations of congee per diem
to each individual, the allowance being
four-fifths of a pint to adults and one-half
that quantity for children. To such of the
refugees as came in beats anchorage room
was allowed, and rice was served out to be
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cooked by themselves, with a dole of cash
and supplies of fuel, and cotton for the
purpose of wadding their clothes. Medical
attendance was also provided for the sick
and for women in child-bed. In order to
prevent too large a concourse of individunals
at any one point, such as might have given
rise to disturbances, orders were sent
to the provineial Treasurer to forward
funds to the various afilicted districts
for local issues of relief; and measures
were taken to institute labour-relief works
upon the Canal in order to provide employ-
ment for such of the afflicted population
as had not yet migrated from their own
part of the country. Agencies for the
distribution of relief were established at
Yang-chow, Chinkiang, Kiang-yin, ete., to
attend to the requirements of that portion
of the sufferers who had not yet crossed
the Yangtsze, or who were in the first stage
of their journey afier crossing the River.
As regards those who were the first to
migrate, and who were established about
the relief agencies al Soochow and Ch’ang-
chow, or who had been draughted off to
Sungkiang, T’ai-ts’ang, etc., to be taken
care of, the total number amounted to 10,600
and odd. In addition to these, the ex-
Lieutenant-Governor of Fuhkien, P’an
‘Wei, and another official, had taken upon
themselves the charge of maintaining
5,900 and odd persons, with funds they
had collected for the purpose; and other
detachments mustered as follows :—

In the Su-Sung-T"ai Intendancy, 8,000 & odd.
Ab Chang-chow ..occoiiviiiinnnnns "

O (61T | R ———, 45

,» Chinkiang ... d
,» Yangehow . ...

"

Sent back with rellsf 9, ¥ 9

Total......... 70,000 ,, ,,
(in addition to the 15,000 previously re-
ferred to.)

The vast numbers of the sufferers im-
posed a task of serious difficulty in the
way of providing for their mainfenance.
A sum of Taels 20,000 was remitted to the
office of the Director-General of the Grain
Transport, at Hwai-ngan Fu, toward the
expenses of the relief-agencies there ; be-
side which Tls. 9,000 were allotted to Kiang-
yin, and Tls. 5,000 were sent in the first
instance from Shanghai to Yangchow. There
was, further, the allowance of 13,000 and
odd piculs of rice, the issue of which
was sanctioned by decree, and a sum of
Tls. 3,600 from the freight savings' fund,
one-half of each of which was allotted to
Yangchow and one-half to Soochow. A
sum of Tls. 15,000, raised by charit-

' chow.

able contributions at Shanghai, was allot-
ted to the support of a nwmber of the
able-bodied refugees, who were employed
in deepening the channel of the Tan-yang
Canal. When things were at the worst, -
an allowance of 10,000 piculs of rice
was additionally granted by the Imperial
bounty. The refugees having now been
maintained for nearly four months, and
seed time being at hand, measures have
been taken for returning them to their
native districts. An abundant snowfall
during the winter gives good promise for
the next crops, and orders have been issued
for the purchase of supplies of seed-corn,
to he issued as advances to the cultivators.
Rations are to be issued to the sufferers up
to the end of the 2nd moon (April 13th),
an additional month’s ration allowance
being employed in returning the parties to
their homes.

April 20th.—(1) A decree commanding
appointment to be made to the vacant post
of Prefect of Ch'ang-sha Fu in Hunan, by
selection of the most fitting successor from
among the Prefects of the province. Liu
Yii-k'ing is the officer named to succeed to
the ensuing vacancy.

(2) The acting Governor-General of Hu
Kwang memorializes with reference to the
officer lately appointed to the post of Pre-

fect of I-ch'ang, Kia Wan-ts'ing g % ﬁ

by name, whose letter of appointment re-
quired him to report himself at his post by
the 13th November last, and who arrived
at the provinecial capital on the 11lth
January. It has to be observed that whilst
the limits of the Prefecture are very exten-
sive, and the region is habitually known as
difficult to govern, the opening of the port
to foreign trade, which has lately been
agreed upon, entailing the establishment
of a settlement of foreigners amongst the
Chinese population, and the conscquent
growth of questions of an international
character, renders it less possible for an
official newly introduced to this office to
discharge its duties effectively. It is, there-
fore, proposed that the Prefectbe retained at
the provincial capital for a time to gain ex-
perience. A communication is forwad§ed
to the Boards and Supervisorates to this
effect, and the letter of appointment is
sent back to be cancelled.—Approved by
rescript.

(3) The same functionary reports the
selection of a Taotai to act in the stead of Li
Ming-ch’'ih, Taotai and Superintendent of
Customs at Hankow, who has lately been
appointed Judicial Commissioner at Foo-
It is observed that the incumbent of
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the office in question, being charged with

the conduct of commercial relations, in his |

capacity of Superintendent of Customs,
has also numerous and weighty affairs of
government under his control, beside having
a constant succession of international ques-
tions to deal with, which are of even
a still more important nature. None
bul an officer of wide intelligence, skilful
judgment, and experience of affairs, is
adapted to such a post; and as there
is no qualified successor for the appoint-
ment to be found among the Taotais
at present holding office in the province,
with the exception of such as are already
charged with important positions, selection
has been made of the provincial Grain
Intendant, Ho Wei-kien, a native of Ngan-
hwei, aged 43, who purchased the grade of
lang chung in 1853, and who, after passing
the examination for the Kii-jén degree at
Peking in 1853, received a post on proba-
tion in the Board of Revenue. In 1861
he purchased the rank of Taotai and was
posted to the province of Hupeh. After

presentation to His Majesty in December, |

1863, he received the customary permission
to proceed to the scene of his duties, and
in April, 1864, he arrived in Hupeh, where
he has subsequently served in various
official employments. Since the removal
of Li Ming-ch’ih, he has acted for several
months in a very satisfactory manner,
having conducted his relations with the
foreign Consuls in a friendly spirit,
whilst at the same time he has
shewn a proper regard to the duties
of his position, and a sedulous degree
of attention to his political and fiscal
responsibilities. It is earnestly solicited,
therefore, that he be confirmed in his
present post.—Referred by rescript for the
decision of the Board of Civil Office.

(4) In a postscript Memorial, the acting
Governor-General of Hu Kwang further
reports, with reference to Li Ming-ch'ih,
late Taotai at Hankow, that during his
long tenure of office he has invariably con-
ducted his relations with the various foreign
Consuls, in the international questions that
have arisen from time to time, in a friendly
spirit, without either giving provocation on
the one hand or pursuing on the other a
yielding course, shewing himself capable of
acting up to the duties of his position in
this respect, and at the same time attentive
and energetic in the discharge of his ad-
ministrative functions. Having handed
over charge to his successor, hjl took his
departure for Peking on the 3rd March.

April 21st. — (1). The Governor of
Kiangsu memorializes reporting the result

of a trial held with reference to the escape
of two prisoners from the jail of Ch’wan-
sha T'ing, on the 14th May last (see Gazette
of September 29th, 1876). The two pri-
soners were implicated with others in a
charge of burglary attended with acts of
rape, and one of them, Kao Kwoh-ts'ian

by name, had been sentenced to death by
strangulation. The other prisoner, Chu
Féng-shan, had been found guilty as an
accessory to the crime, and was sentenced
to transportation into military slavery in
the Amur province, which sentence was
commuted, according to law, into trans-
portation to the extreme southwestern
frontier. The sub-Prefect of Ch’'wan-sha
having oceasion to proceed to Sung-Kiang
Fu on business on the 13th May, placed
the jail-warden, Féng K'o-kiin, in tem-
porary charge of his office ; and on the
following evening the jail-warden made a
personal inspection of the prison, attended
by the warders and prison-clerk, and found
the fetters by which the two criminals in
question were secured to be in perfect
order. In the course of that night, how-
ever, during a shower of rain, the watch-
men on duty having fallen asleep, the two
prisuners contrived to break their fetters,
to burrow under a wall, and to effect their
escape. The alarm was given at daybreak,
and pursuit instituted, but in vain. The
proceedings having been reported, and a
decree obtained stripping the jail-warden of
his rank, this officer, together with the
prison-clerk and warders, has been placed
on trial at Soochow, whereupon the facts
summarised above were deposed to, with
the declaration that the escape was due
to momentary neglect and in no wise
‘attributable to guilty connivance. This
being ascertained to be the actual state of
the case, without suppression or misrepre-
sentation, it becomes necessary to pass
sentence according to law. The statute
provides that, in the case of any prisoner
being allowed through negligence on the
part of the jailers to escape, the jailers
shall suffer a penalty two degrees less
than that of the missing prisoner, and
the jail-warden a penalty less by three
degrees than that of the jailers. The
penalty to be awarded in the present
instance to the jailers is that of 100 blows
and banishment for three years, whilst the
clerk and watchmen receive corresponding
penalties. The jail-warden, who has already
been stripped of his rank by decree, is
entitled to be left in office to continue his
efforts for the recapture of the escaped
prisoners ; whilst to the sub-Prefect, res-
ponsible for the prison, deprivation of his
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official button of rank is adjudged as the
immediate penalty. He is equally bound,
under penalty of further impeachment, to
effect the apprehension of the culprits.—
Referred by rescript for the report of the
Board of Punishments.

(2) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of
Hu Kwang, memorializes reporting his
arrival at Wuch’ang on the 15th March,
on his return from Szech’wan, whereupon,
a couple of days later, he took over the
seal of office. The Governor of Hupeh
also memorializes, reporting his having
surrendered the acting Governor-General-
ship on the same date.

3) The Governor of Kiangsu memo-
rializes with reference to Chang Che-wan,
heretofore appointed to the office of
Governor-General of Min-chéh, who ob-
tained leave in November 1871, to retire
into private life to attend to his mother in
her old age, and who, on account of hig
parent’s infirmity, rendering her incapable
of undertaking a long journey, has since
then resided at Socochow. He has now
sent to the Governor to report that his
mother departed this life on the 15th
February last ; which is duly reported to
the Throne.

April 22nd.—The Governor of Shantung
memorialises, reporting that Chang Shu,
formerly acting Magistrate of the Hai-féng
district, who had been dismissed from kis
post on account of the escape of a prisoner
from jail, may be restored to his former
rank in consideration of the recapture of
the escaped culprit, which he has now
effected. The facts are these:—A man
named Féng Pao, who had been dismissed
from employ as a police underling, was
accused of having plotted the abduetion of
a prostitute named Wang, who was carried
off and held to ransom; and this man,
having been apprehended and lodged in
prison, effected his escape during the ?\Iagim
trate’s absence on a visit to the provincial
capital on publie business. Having been
denounced for his inefliciency, the Magis-
trate was cashiered, by a decree dated the
16th August, 1874 ; but it has now to be
stated that, on the 6th August, 1876, he
effected, through the agency of an employé
of his own, assisted by the police of the
Yen-shan district in Chihli, the recapture
of the escaped prisoner. For this token of
activity on  his part, coupled with his
previous good character, it is besonght that
he may be restored to the list of Expectant
District Magistrates in Shantung, —Granted
by reseript.

April 23rd.—The texts given out at the
pending Examinations as themes for the

candidates’ essays and verses are published.

(1) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of
Chihli, reports the trial and sentence passed
upon a man named Chao Urh-t'ao, on a
charge of murdering his aunt and a cousin,
in revenge for harsh language used toward
him. He has confessed the crime, and is
sentenced, as the law prescribes, to suffer
death by the ling ch'e (slicing) process.
Copies of the depositions are forwarded to
the Board of Punishments, and the memori-
alist requests that the sentence may be laid
before the three Tribunals of Judicature
for final decision.—Rescript : Let the Board
of Punishments consider and report to Us
without delay.

(2) The Governor of Chéhkiang, Yang
Ch'ang-siin, reports the capture of a
criminal, charged with the robbery of a
parcel of silk cocoons, and with the murder
of two persons in the act of resisting arrest.
He has been summarily executed.

April 24th.—(1) A reseript approving a
long list of minor military appointments
submitted by the Board of War.

(2) The Governor of Chehkiang me-
morialises, reporting the despatch of the
first squadron of junks for Tientsin with a
portion of the grain tribute of that province.
The amount of 1st and 2nd quality rice to
be remitted in 1877 from the three prefec-
tures of Hang-chow, Kia-hing, and Hu-chow
on account of the collection of 1876 is
420,700 piculs ; and the grain having been
forwarded to the receiving department at
Shanghai from the various districts con-
cerned, shipments have now taken place as
follows :—

By C.M.S.N. Co. steamers, Pls. 93,400

1) 1 RS P

Thirty-two junks have sailed with the
quantity named above, leaving Shanghai on
the 2nd March.

April 25th,—(Court Cirenlar.) The Go-
vernor of Shun-t'ien Fu reported a fall of
rain at Peking, on 23rd inst.—producing
saturation to a depth of upwards of two
inches.

No documents of importance.

April 26th.—(Congggircular.) Li Ming-
ch'ih, newly appointed Judicial Commis-
sioner of Fuhkien, had audience of leave,
and requested one month’s congd.

The themes issued for the second period
of the Examinations are published.

The acting-Governor of Shantung reports
the trial and execution of Chén Sze, a native
of the Tlang-yilh district, for the erime of
parricide. From the evidence adduced at
the trial, which has been pending for some
time, it appears that on the 6th April, 1876,
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with his father on a footing of proper filial
obedience, had sold a pear tree for 3,000 cash,
and having this amount of ready money,
was desived by his father to pay on his
account the sum of 500 cash which the elder
man owed at the village baker's. Ch'én Sze
proposed to wait a while longer, upon which
his father abused him as a disobedient son,
seized a chopper, and rushed at him with it,
threatening to kill him. Ch’én Sze defended
himself as best he could, but his father
continued to grapple with him, until at
length, having possessed himself of the
weapon, Ch’én Sze dealt a blow at his
father unthinkingly, which laid him pro-
strate and insensible with an inecised wound
on the forehead. In great terror at the
consequences of his act, Ch'én Sze gave an
alarm, declaring that his father had been
wounded by robbers, and some of his
neighbours and relatives hurried in, with
the fipao, to make enquiries. It so hap-
pened that Ch’én Sze was alone in the
house at the time, as his wife was on a visit
at her mother’s, and he was able to conceal
the real state of the case. After lingering
in a state of unconsciousness for three
days, his father died, and he proceeded of
his own motion to have the remains
interred, employing a couple of mendicants,
whose names are unknown, to convey
the cofliin to a grave dug on his
own land. Two months later two of his
uncles, brothers of the deceased, returned
from a journey, and they then questioned
Ch'én Sze with regard to the alleged murder
of his father by robbers, and to his having
failed to make report to the authorities and
solicit an inquest. Thrown into confusion
by this interrogation, he was unable to
conceal the truth any longer, and having
confessed the act he had committed, he was
denounced to the District Magistrate and
committed to eustody. A question arose,
and was referred to the higher authorities,
regarding the necessity for an inquest on
the remains ; but as it was considered that
decomposition must have set in, and as the
relatives who had come to the rescue
deposed to the mnature of the wound and
the treatment they had resorted to in
plastering it with flour, whilst the other
relatives of the deceased begged that the
remains of their kinsman, who had met so
sad a fate, might not be further disturbed,
the late Governor, Ting Pao-chéng, sanc-
tionﬂl the conclusion of the trial without
an itiquest. The prisoner, having confes-
sed his erime, was accordingly sentenced
under the statute relating to parricide, to
suffer death by ling-ch’e (slicing), and as

the culprit, who had up to that time lived | the scene of the crime, although within the

distance of 300 li referred to in the statute,

| is at the same time separated from the
| provincial capital by the Yellow River, the

law permits, under these circumstances
that execution take place at the provincia.,l
capital itself. The sentence has accordingly
been earried into effect ; and the head of
the parricide has been despatched to the
scene of his erime to be exposed as a public
warning.

April 27th.—A decree of the Empresses
Regent referring to a special High Com-
mission, for deliberation, the question as to
the place to be assigned in the great
Ancestral Temple to the tablets of the
Emperor and Empress lately deceased.

No documents of importance.

April 28th.—(1) A deeree commanding

enquiry in the case of the escape of certain-

prisoners from the jail of the Hing-t'ang
district in Chihli, and the degradation and
trial of the officer responsible for their
safekeeping.

(2) A decree extending for a further
period of two months, the time for closing
the 15 relief agencies existing in different
sections of Peking for the distribution of
supplies of food, as solicited by the
metropolitan censors, and sanctioning the
issue of further supplies of rice as requested.

(3) A decree. Let Liu Kwang-ming

j"ﬁ Ey-] succeed to the post of Brigadier
General of the Kieh-shih (Kit-shek) com-
mand in Kwangtung.

April 29th.—(1-4) Decrees based upon
reports from the Governors of Shensi,
Kiangsu, and Szech'wan, who have im-
peached a number of officials for various
forms of misconduet or incompetence. They
are cashiered or degraded according to the
recommendations submitted.

(5) The Governor of Kwangsi reports the
successful result of the operations under-
taken against the revolted peasantry in the
Liu-chow prefecture, who had been stirred
into an insurrectionary movement by the
persuasion of a graduate named Lan Shéng-
ts'ui, who had been deprived of his rank.
—For reseript see Gazette of 9th instant.

April 30th.—(1) A Decreilﬂ e have
received the benign mandat: reir Ma-
jesties the Empresses Ts'ze Ngan, ete. and
Ts'ze Hi, ete. in the following wur_tlf! ‘:—Ag
the Prince of Fu-king (the ‘N inth Prince,
or Prince of Fu, whose death was re-
corded on the 23rd March) 18 __\'\’ltllu_llt
an heir, We decree that the Imperial
clansman Tsai Hwang, son of Yih Tung, do
adopt in liew of his present name that of
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Tsai Pei , and become the adoptive

heir to the Prince of Fu-king. We confer
upon him the rank of To-lo Beileh ( prince
of the third degree.) Let the departments
concerned attend to what is needful as the
regulations provide.

(2) The Governor of Kwangtung memo-
rializes reporting that 12 nonagenarian and
42 octogenarian candidates at the examina-
tions of last autumn are qualified to receive
honorary degrees according to regulation.

(3) The Governor of Kweichow similarly
reports one candidate of the age of 90 and
one of upwards of 80 in the category re-
ferred to in the foregoing memorial.

May 1st.—No documents of importance.

May 2nd. — (1) A Decree. Let the
Director of the Banqueting Court, Hi

Kéng-shén a—-fl: ﬁ %, who has fulfilled

his term of office as Literary Chancellor
[in Kiangsi], and has returned to Peking,
resume his position as before in the capacity
of a Secretary to the Grand Council.

(2) A posteript memorial from the Censor
Téng K'ing-lin, stating that a report has
reached him concerning a clerk employed
in the office of the Lieutenant-Governor of
Shansi, named Kiang She-hao, who has
filled the post he oceupies for several years,
and has come to be known as “ Lieutenant-
Governor Kiang.” Availing himself of his
position, he has engrossed authority in
his own hands. The clerks employed
in the offices of all the Intendancies,
Prefectures, and subordinate departments
are invariably creatures of his own, and
connected with him either by blood or
marriage, thus constituting an association
for mutual assistance, by the agency of
which numerous abuses are made practic-
able. Dishonest officials league themselves
with him, and are thus encouraged to look
upon intrigue for the purpose of obtaining
preferment as the main requisite towards sue-
cess. Individuals who receive appointment
to any official post are compelled, through
dread of the influence he could exert on their
prospects, to take confederates of his own
into their employ as clerks, so that his
door is ever besieged by disengaged can-
didates for employment. It has further to
be pointed out that a son of this man has
purchased the official rank of Prefectural
Commissary, and has been appointed to
serve in Shansi, where, trusting to his
father's influence, he has been guilty of
undue assumption, and has excited much
complaint by the appointments he has re-
ceived on the most preferable forms of
service. (N.B.—From the following memo-
rial, it is apparent that the above document

has been withheld from publication until
the receipt of the reply which ensues
below.)

(3) Pao Yiian-shén, Governor of Shansi,
memorializes acknowledging the receipt, on
the 28th September last, of a Council des-
pateh enclosing an Imperial decree dated
the 23rd September, to the effect that
““gome one has memorialized Us with re-
ference to a clerk employed in the Lieut-
enant-Governor’s office in the province
of Shansi, etc., ete.” The Governor goes
on to state that at the time of the receipt
of this decree he was shut up in the
Examination Hall ; but he gave confidential
instructions forthwith to the Prefect of
T ai-yiian Fu to place the incriminated per-
son under the surveillance of an official, and
at the same time to institute an enquiry
into the various particulars alleged in the
accusation, The result of this enquiry is
now set forth, disproving the charges
brought by the Censor against Kiang She-
hao in every particular. He is a native of
Chéhkiang, and has been but two years in
his present employ. He is known by no
such nickname as ‘‘Lieutenant-Governor
Kiang.” AstheLieutenant-Governorattends
personally to the transaction of all his busi-
ness affairs, the clerk has no opportunity of
abusing authority. Only two connections of
his are employed as clerks by subordinate
Magistrates, and these wereengaged without
interference on his part. Two other re-
latives of his are unemployed at this mo-
ment. His son was adopted many years
ago by a maternal uncle, and no improper
influence has been exerted on his behalf in
connection with his position in the Govern-
ment service. Inasmuch, however, as the
son has done wrong in contriving to hold
office in the same province in which his
father is employed as a Government clerk,
and as the father has failed to regulate his
son’s conduct properly in this respect, it
is recommended by the commission of
enquiry that the father be expelled from
the province and the son deprived of his
purchased rank as Prefectural Commissary.
This recommendation is approved and sup-
ported by the Governor.—Rescript : Be it
as is proposed.

May 3rd.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the Censor Téng Hwa-hi,
who has represented that an official un-
derling of menial degree, employed for
years as a servitor in different district
yaméns in the Canton provinee, has had
the audacity to send up his two sons to the
Literary Examinations, where one of them
has taken the Lijén degree, the other
having further acquired by purchase the
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rank of Secretary to a Board. It is com-
manded, hereupon, that the two individuals
in question be deprived of their rank and
degree, and that their father, Ho Ping-nan,
alias Ho K'ii-p’ing, be punished according
to law by the provineial authorities. i

(2) The Governor-General of Shéng-king
and his colleagues memorialize reporting
the decease, on the 4th April, of the Vice-
Governor of Féng-tlien, Yang Shu-hiang,
and soliciting the speedy appointment of a
successor, in view of the approach of the
period for the local primary examinations,
over which it is his duty to preside.—See
Gazette of April 10th.

(3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of
Chihli, memorializes reporting the results
of his tour of military inspection in the
south of that province. The garrisons
of the Chéng-ting and Tai-ming prefec-
tures having been paraded for review,
their performances at archery and gingal
practice were found to yield satisfactory
results, the proportion of hits at target
practice being recorded at from 60 to
80 per cent. in different cases. The
cavalry, infantry, and artillery of the army
of irregulars under General Chow Shéng-
ch'wan, stationed at Ma Ch'ang and Sin
Ch’éng, were also inspected, and the per-
formances of the various arms are reported
as highly satisfactory. It is recorded that
the troops, who have heretofore been armed
and drilled in the European fashion, have
of late been further supplied with a new
pattern of breech-loading weapon (converted
Martini-Henry rifles), in order to fit them
for any emergency. The practice of the
artillery, supplied with Krupp field-pieces,
was fairly good. After the inspection, the
troops were ordere® back to their canton-
ments at Sin-ch’éng, to continue the active
discharge of their duties ; and the Governor-
General himself reached Tientsin on #he
3rd April.

(4) The same high official reports that it
had been ascertained that the walls of the
prefectural city of Yung-p'ing Fu, which
were last repaired at the cost of the Tm-
perial Exchequer in 1817 were in a ruinous
condition, and that an outlay of Tls. 28,000
would be required for their restoration,
whereupon, as public funds could not be
spared for this purpose, it had been deter-
mined to execute the work by subseription
on the part of the local notables, giving
employment at the same time to the
famine-stricken population on the system
of relief works. The undertaking is now
‘ﬁreported as compl_et_ed ; and honorary re-

wards will be solicited on behalf of the
contributors to the fund.

May 4th.—A decree based upon the re-
commendations submitted by the Governor
General Tso Tsung-t'ang with reference to
an act of mutiny and attempted desertion
on the part of certain Manchu high officials
and the troops under their command in the
army of Sungaria. A Brigadier-general
named Kirhungéh had refused to give up
at once the command of his force to the
officer sent by General Kin Shun to relieve
him, and instead of exhorting his men to
prompt obedience had allowed them to
mutiny and disband themselves, he himself
following them on their way northward.
Although he afterwards endeavoured to
recall his men to their duty, this was only
affer a decree had been issued conveying
stringent instructions for his arrest. His
subordinates Iléhopu and Yung Ch'éng
have been equally guilty with himself, in
their failure to maintain discipline and in
joining the soldiery in their flight, although
they may not be chargeable with having
instigated the outbreak. All are pronounced
liable to the penalty of death ; but the ex-
treme sentence is commuted into banish-
ment, to take effect, as regards Kir-hungéh,
in the province of Fuhkien, and, as regards
the other offenders, in the province of
Kwangtung.

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is
occupied with the report of an unimpor-
tant trial in the province of Kiangsi. .

May 5th.—(1) The Governor of Ngan-
hwei memorializes reporting the steps that
have been taken in that province to fulfil
the Imperial commands for the issue of
relief to the population rendered destitute
by the recent drought, as solicited by the
Vice-President Hia T'ung-shan. As al-
ready reported to the Throne, the Governor
had set aside a sum of Taels 25,000 from
the provineial land revenue, which had
been issued to the Intendants of the Ngan-
Lu and Féng-ying circuits for distribution
according to the necessities of the case.
The Governor is now able to report that,
thanks to the abundant snowfall during the
winter, the early crops are promising, and
the population is no longer in straits for
employment and food.

(2) The Governor of Honan memorializes
reporting the state of affairs in that prevince
with reference to the prevaili city.
Owing to drought in the greater part of the
provinee, with floods in certain places, the
crops of last year presented on the whole a
serious deficiency, the general average be-
ing however in excess of 50 per cent. of a
full harvest. In consequence of the
measures adopted by the late Governor,
Tsien Ting-ming, there were some 930,000
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piculs of grain laid up in the various dis-
trict granaries as a reserve in case of need ;
and orders were issued Lo the local authori-
ties, in the first instance, to make sales and
advances from this stock at low rates ; and
at a later period, gratuitous distributions
were ordered, in accordance with the wants
of each locality. In the neighbourhood of
the provincial capital, where a multitude
of famine refugees have collected, agen-
cies for the distribution of relief had
been set on foot. The number of dis-
tressed persons who had thus con-
gregated was 20,065 in the first instance,
but the numbers eventually rose to upwards
of 70,000, as the news spread that relief
was to be obtained. A subscription of
Tls. 21,000 has been raised among the
officials of the province, toward the cost
of providing food for the destitute, and
should this sum not be found sufficient,
the Governor will lead the way again in
obtaining further contributions. At a time
of financial exigency such as the present,
he could on no account think of asking for
supplies from the publiec exchequer for the
purpose.

May 6th.—The acting Governor-General
of Sze-ch'wan memorializes reporting the
result of an enquiry instituted into the
facts of an appeal case referred back from
Peking by a Decree dated 29th April, 1875.
The complainant, named Wu Ch’éng-yeo,
had appealed, accusing a relative of his and
certain others, of the murder of one Chao
Pi-shang, in consequence of a quarrel ; and
had further complained that the actual
offenders had not been brought to justice.
On the case being referred back to the
provinee, it was ascertained by the Prefect
of Ch'éng-tu Fu that the complaint had
been instigated by a certain professional
fomenter of litigation named Yang Lien-yeo,
who was thereupon apprehended, and in
whose possession was found an account
hook, shewing an entry of the receipt of

Tls. 80 from the complainant, and alsoa |

draught of the petition of appeal. As the
circumstances alleged are disproved, the
guilt of the transaction, especially that of
endeavouring to implicate a number of
innocent persons, recoils according to law
upon Yang Lien-yeo, who is consequently
senlenced to transportation into military
servitude on the mnearer frontier, to be
branded, and to receive 100 blows, com-
muted according to law, on arrival at the
place of detention.—Referred by rescript
for the consideration of the Board of
Punishments.

; May Tth.—The Court of Censors memo-
rializes forwarding an appeal lodged on

behalf of a number of titular licentiates and
others, inhabitants of the Tsing-loh district
in Shansi, who complain that a military
licentiate of the same district, with brevet
rank as a captain, is in leagne with a
number of official underlings to commit a
variety of malpractices, frst and foremost
among which they specify the levy of the
equivalent of 2} piculs of grain, calculating
at the prices current in 1874, for every
picul leviable according to law. The dis-
triet, they state, is divided into eight town-

ships or tu %ﬁ, and each fu into ten kia
Eﬁ or sections, in each of which several

kia chang EF E or village headmen are

recognized, who take by turns the duty of
collecting the taxes in their respective sec-
tions. Any defaulters are personally sum-
moned and held to payment, the headman
not being held responsible.  Of late years,
however, certain unscrupulous underlings of
the Magistracy have ignored this practice,
setting aside the rule as regards rotation,
and harassing the headmen with demands
for the payment of taxes due by others.
The “squeezes” to which they have been
subjected by the individuals complained of,
amount to several thousands of strings of
cash annually. Another subject of com-
plaint is connected with the assessment
levied to meet the expenses of the mili-
tary and Government messengers, &c.
passing through the district. By a re-
gulation framed in 1849, it is provided
that an annual tax shall be paid of
2 cash for every mule, and 1 cash on the
sale of every fow (bushel) of rice. This
produces an annual revenue of three or
four hundred strings, mmply sufficing to
meet all requirements. A tablet is set up
in front of the Magistrate’s yamén, more-
over, forbidding the seizure of mules or
the levy of forced assessments. Under the
influence, however, of the military licentiate
complained against, the ofticial underlings
took advantage of the passage of a body of
troops, 500 in number, through the district
in 1874, to assess the four communes of
the district with a forced contribution of
1,300 strings, followed by another demand
in the following year of 200 strings, and in
the third year again of 500 strings, thus estab-
lishing the levy as a standing usage. Official
receipts for the amounts may be adduced in
proof. [As regards the local constabulary
arrangements] the four communes are

organized into 284 policies 7‘,@_’.], the duties
of which are discharged in rotation by the
people of the commune ﬁ}lls The villainous
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underlings have invented a number of
exactions in connection with these organi-
zations, to which a variety of names are
given, such as ‘““ticket fees,” ‘‘ customary
fees,” ‘‘gate fees,” ‘‘fees for the sur-
veillance of pseudo-religious societies,”
‘“ tax-payers’ fees,” ‘‘calendar fees,”
“tea-money,” and four or five other de-
nominations, amounting to a total exac-
tion from the communes of not less
than 3,000 and odd strings. The notables
made an appeal on the subject to the
District Magistrate in 1874, but their
application was ignored ; and on their ad-
dressing the Department Magistrate, his
Superior, in 1875, the underlings refused
to answer the summons to appear before
him. Petitions were subsequently ad-
dressed to the provincial Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor and Governor, when officials were
sent to investigate the matter, but Wang
K’ing-ch’éng, the military licentiate com-
plained against, found means to defeat the
enquiry. The present petitioners were
wailting at the provineial capital to give
their evidence, and on one of their number
being sent back to the district for a
supply of funds he was seized by the
underlings and imprisoned for six weeks,
at the end of which time he was sent back
in custody. Finding themselves unable to
secure a hearing for their complaints, they
have forwarded the present appeal to
Peking.—The Censorate having submitted
the petition with the accustomed résumé, a
reseript has been issued referring the ap=
peal, as usnal, to be investigated by the
provincial government.

May 8th.—(1) Shén Pao-chéng, Go-
vernor-General of the Two Kwang, memo-
rializes referring to the extension of sick
leave granted to him in March last, by an
exercise of the Imperial grace which has
but added to his feeling of unworthiness ;
and he has to state that, on a visit having
been paid to him at Nanking about the
beginning of April by a German naval
officer, he made an effort to receive him,
the consequence being, however, an agara-
vation of his pulmonary disorder. In his
anxiety to restore his health as rapidly as
possible, he had recourse herenpon to
powerful remedies, which indeed eased his
breathing, but were followed by such pro-
fuse perspiration that he was unable to
sleep at night, and for ten days he remain-
ed utterly prostrate. It is only of late
that he has been able to obtain a few short
snatches of sleep. With the advancing
Spring, with its preponderance of dry
weather and high winds, he feels that a
.constitution racked with chronic ailment is

little likely to endure the strain upon it ;
but to be a source of anxiety and trouble
to the Imperial bhenevolence is more
than a servant of Their Majesties could
venture to dream of. The only course open
to the memorialist is to conclude hig period
of congé, and to continue to attend to public
business within the limits of his apartments,
thus avoiding the risk of exposure to cold
and winds.—In reply, the Grand Council
has received the rescript : “‘ It is noted.”
(2) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governorof Fuhkien,
reports that brigandage and robbery are
found to have long been rife in the Chang-
hwa district in Formosa, the audacity of
the lawbreakers being encouraged by the
supine negleet of the local civil and military
authorities. The officers in charge of the
military guard-stations have occupied them-
selves with absolutely nothing but the
levying of illegal fees and fraudulent ap-
propriation of the pay of their soldiery.
When passing throngh the distriet 1n
January last, the Governor inspected the
forces, and found the men composing them
to be without exception old and worn-out,
and the spears with which they were armed
decayed and blunt with age. He ad-
ministered at the time a severe reprimand
to the officers in command, warning them
that if they continued to neglect the condi-
tion of the country and if cases of brigand-
age were repeated, he would inflict capital
punishment wupon them according to
military law. Notwithstanding his ex-
pectations that his warnings would suffice
to bring about a better state of affairs, re-
ports have now been received from the
acting Commander of the North division,
Loh Wing-siang, and the DMagistrate of
Chang-hwa district, stating that burglaries
had occurred at two places on the night of
February 10th; and that although the
amount of loss had not been considerable,
the corporal in charge of the military
station, and the corporal in command of
the body of drilled troops at the same
point, had both been absent from their
posts, thus enabling the robbers to carry
their designs into effect with impunity.
The two officers incriminated were hereupon
summoned for trial, when the explanation
they had to give of their absence was
unsatisfactory, especially in the case of the
second individual, who had been specially
sent only a few days before the occurrence
in charge of a party of 33 men to mount
guard at the spot, and who had absented
himself from his post without leave. The
Governor has accordingly caused this man,
Wu Pa-kao by name, to be decapitated at
the scene of the burglary. The other



offender, who had but five men under his
orders, was less directly to blame, and he
has been punished by deprivation of his
rank. Temporary deprivation of their rank
is also proposed as a punishment to the
superior officers, ecivil and military, of the
district. —Approved by rescript.

(3) In a supplementary memorial, Ting
Jih-chang dwells upon the ineffable corrup-
tion prevailing in the civil administration
of Formosa. Encouraged by the support
of their official employers, the yamén un-
derlings ave accustomed to oppress the
people at large with exactions, which, if
not submitted to, they enforce by arbitrary
arrests and imprisonment. It constantly
happens that their victims are plunged into
absolute ruin, and compelled to make sale of
wife and children in order to find the where-
withal to satisfy their demands. The Gover-
nor having learnt, during his tour in South
Formosa, that a certain underling of the T"ai-
wan Magistracy, named Lin Shéng, who had
been a member of a gang of thieves before
_entering on his position as a servant
of the Magistracy, was notorious for his
acts of villainy and oppression, he required
the Magistrate to make this man a prisoner
and place him on trial. It was subsequently
reported by the acting-Prefect of T ai-wan
Fu that Lin Shéng had been guilty of in-
numerable acts of extortion toward the
people of the distriet during the years that
he had been in employ, and that he had
accumulated a large amount of property,
the result, there could be no doubt, 6f his
lawless exactions. 'The Governor gave
orders, hereupon, to the Taotai of Tai-wan
to arraign this man before him, and, after
eliciting a full statement of the case, to
have him forthwith beaten to death.
Universal rejoicing was expressed hereupon
by the multitude, who declared with one
voice that the district was at last delivered
of a very scourge. As the Magistrate
of Tai-wan has held his office for up-
wards of ten years, without making any
approach to discovery of the villainy prac-
tised by his underlings, the Governor
considers that he should be removed from
his post, and be impeached in case dis-
covery be made of criminal laxity or
collusion on his part. The Magistrate has
accordingly been removed.—Rescript: It
is mnoted.

Other memorials of a similar character,
but of minor importance, follow from the
same quarter.

May 9th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor
of Fuhkien, who has drawn attention to a
case of miraculous interposition and solicited
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the donation of a memorial tablet. He
states that when, in the years 1844 and
1853, the district city of Kieh-yang in
Kwangtung was placed in imminent peril
through attacks by banditti, the divine
powers and unseen protection of the God

| of War were manifested on behalf of the

city, which passed unharmed through its
ordeal. We are penetrated with a feeling
of devout veneration on receipt of this
report ; and We command the officials of
the Imperial studio and the Han-lin Yiian
to prepare a tablet with a memorial
inseription, which is to be sent to the
Governor-General Lin Kw'én-yih and the
Governor of Kwangtung, Chang Chao-tung,
to be reverently suspended in the temple of
Kwan Ti (the God of War ) at Kieh-yang,
in taken of Our gratitude for the divine
protection vouchsafed.

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial
from Ting Jih-chang, Governor of Fuhkien,
who has forwarded a list of sundry mis-
cellaneous taxes which have long been
levied in the neighbourhood of T ai-wan
Fu, the collection being attended with
many abuses, and giving rise to much
sutfering on the part of the people. He
requests that, from the beginning of the 3rd
year of Kwang-sii (February, 1877), these
taxes, amounting in the aggregate to a sum
of Tls. 5,223, may be permanently abolished.
A proclamation will be issued by the Go-
vernor-General and the Governor, setfing
forth the particulars of the taxes to be
done away with, and the aetual amount
of those legally leviable, which shall be
posted far and near, in order that the Tm-
perial bounty may not fail to reach the
actual population, and may not be inter-
cepted by the official clerks and underlings.
The proposal is sanetioned.

(3) A decree in answer to a memorial
from the Imperial Clan Court, with refer-
ence to the establishment of official re-
tainers whom it is expedient, in conformity
with precedent, to assign to the mewly
adopted heir to the deceased Prince of Fu
(see Gazette of April 30th.) Sanction is
given to the apportionment of an establish-
ment on the footing of the rank of bei-ich.

(4) A Decree, announcing the numbers
of the successful candidates at the recent
metropolitan Examinations. They are as
follows :—

(From Peking) Manchus.........c..cceceene. 8
W Mongolians iz 3
Chinese Bannermen....... 6

Chihli v.oveuivannnane
Féng-t'ien
Shantung

bR
Provinee of
2
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Province of Honan.............cccesnsnren 17
» 53 ShenBL o 16

” a5, EANBMRL s soesassnnssiavina 9

3 N T TR PR

3 » Ngan-hwei........ iy W

11 ;3 Chéhkiang ....... B )

3 S BIADERL g asieeve B

o sy Hupehi e 14

PR MRS £ 1 TS TR e R 14

45 Jn SZEENIWATL, . oooreensnsmavnses 14

9 ,, Fuhkien ....... . 20
HOPIORAR Fe i s vsaniacspan snssessmseamanin 2
Province of Kwangtung.................. 16
5 S OWANERIL ol utvisaais e vagsn 13

A ol ANIRTY, o....sbisssssaaiiiens 12

o MUY [ 1y, SN L |
Total...... 323

(N.B.—The number given above is six-
teen less than at the corresponding

Examinations held by special Act of Grace
last year—see Gazette of 20th April, 1876.
The number of candidates who came for-
ward this year was considerably less than
in the previous year. In 1874, the number
of successful competitors was 345—see
Gazette of 11th May, 1874.)

(5) The Governor of Kweichow presents
a long memorial in conformity with direc-
tions received from the Board of Revenue
on the subject of the arrears of pay still
remaining wunsettled on account of the
various bodies of troops employed in the
province dn coping with insurgent move-
ments from 1854 down to the summer of
1874, constituting an aggregate of Taels
8,060,141. The Board has decided, with
regard to the sum of Taels 6,835,079, form-
ing part of this total, that none of it shall
be paid in money, or by a com-
mutation of taxes due under present
incumbents of office ; but that permission
shall be granted for the conversion of this
sum to purposes of reward on the principle
of the purchase of office or augmentation
of literary degrees on behalf of individual
claimants or districts, Any individual
having a claim to a sum not exceeding
Tls. 10,000 in amount, may make applica-
tion in the proper form to the Lieutenant-
governor, who will include his name in a
general list, with an application for rank
or brevet promotion for the individual him-
self, honorary rank conferred on his pro-
genitors, or substitution in favour of his
younger relatives, as he may solicit. Where
amounts in excess of Tls. 10,000 are
involved, 30 per cent. will be counted to-
ward personal forms of reward, and 70 per
cent. be credited to an aggregate sum upon
the amount of which an augmentation in
the number of literary degrees is to be

accorded, unless the applicant prefers
to contribute his entire claim to this
last-named object. All amounts of pay
due for the period subsequent to July
1873, are to be cleared off by ilmtulmuntsf
The arrangements proposed arve submitted
for the Imperial sanction and referred
for the consideration of the Boards
concerned.

May 10th,—The Prince of Tun (Pre-
sident of the Imperial Clan Court, and of
the Special Comumission lately appointed
for deliberation on the enshrinement of
the tablets of Their late Majesties) memo-
rializes, with his colleagues, giving the
result of the consultation held upon the
subject of the Imperial decree, bearing
date the 15th February last.—(The memo-
rial, enumerating all the tablets of the line
of Imperial ancestry, both male and female,
from the first acknowledged founders of
the dynasty, although historically interest-
ing, is a mere list of canonical titles.
These typify, in their arrangement
on the page, one of the most marked pecu-
liarities of the Chinese written style, in
respect of the “ elevation” of characters in
token of respect).

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of
Chihli, reports the result of a trial held in
consequence of the escape of certain
prisoners from the jail of the Hing-t'ang
district in Chihli. The Magistrate of the
District, it appears, had proceeded on the
first day of the Chinese New Year to the
prefectural city, to make a personal report
on the state of his district ; and on the
following day he received a report from his
deputy, the jail-warden, informing him
that four prisomers in the district jail,
named Wang Siieh-tsai, Tan Sze, Chang
Po-tsze, and Kwoh Héh-tsze (the majority
of these being partially nicknames, such as
¢ Whitey” and ‘ Blackman'), had wrenched
oft their fetters and the lock of the cage in
which they were confined, had burst open
the doors, had murdered two of their
fellow prisoners, and, after inflicting in-
juries upon the jailer and watchman, which
left them at the point of death, had
climbed over the wall of the prison and
effected their escape. The Magistrate
forthwith returned to his yamén and took
measures for the apprehension of the
fugitives, of whom, however, only one, the
first-named, has been recaptured up to
the present time. He had been impri-
soned under sentence of transportation
as an accomplice in an act of highway
robbery. The three other prisoners
were under sentence of death for
various acts of robbery with violence. The
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case is one which far exceeds in gravity any
ordinary case of negligence, and a trial of
the parties implicated is to be instituted
therefore at the provincial capital. The
jailwarden has already been superseded,
and it is requested that he may be stripped
of his rank in order that he may be placed
on trial : as also that the name of the Ma-
gistrate may be handed over to the Board
for the adjudication of a penalty, and he
be held bound to effect the apprehension of
the criminals still at large.—Sanctioned by
rescript, 28th April.

May 11th.—(Court Circular.)—Wén Yih,
Manchu General-in-chief at Foochow, paid
his respects on arrival at Peking; and
had audience.—His Majesty will proceed
to-morrow at 6 a.m. to offer worship in
the Great Ancestral Temple (1"ai Miao.)

(1) A Decree. On receipt of a report,
some time since, from the office of the
Field Force, to the effect that a Colonel of
the force, named Shwang Hi, having as-
certained in the province of Kirin that
the leader of] the lawless gold-hunters,

an Pien-Wai (Han of the Marches, or
beyond the Border), had assembled a band
of followers to dig forgold, and had organized
a band of desperadoes with intent to com-
mit acts of brigandage, he had effected the
apprehension, hereupon, of one How Yii-
¥'i and four other members of the band.
This statement of the case proved to be at
variance with the report received from the
acting Military Governor of Kirin, Kuni-
yinpu, who had written to state that How
Yii-k't and his comrades had visited the
provincial capital to make purchases of
goods, whereupon Shwang Hi carried off
their account books and other effects. We
hereupon commanded Ming Ngan (Vice-
president of the Moukden Board of Punish-
ments) to investigate the circnmstances of
the case, and he has mnow reported as
follows :—* It appears that Han Hien-

tsung Eﬁﬁ%, otherwise called Han
Pien-Wai, was in the first instance the head
of a gold-mining concern, in which capacity
he was ordered by the former Military
Governor Fu-ming-ah to provide settle-
ments for the wandering immigrants, and
to take command of a body of braves for
the defence of the city (near which he was
established 7) He was also recommended
for the button of the sixth rank. No
authentic evidence of criminal conduct
on his part subsequently to this
date has been adduced. Neither How
Yii-K'i nor his comrades were of the class
of lawless gold-hunters; and the case
having been judicially investigated, a

finding is submitted.” With reference to
this affair, let the Board of Punishment
consider and report to Us ag to the sentence
that should be passed upon How Yii-k'i
and those with him ; and let the Governor-
General of Chihli cause active measures to
be taken for the apprehension of the two
men, (‘thang Li and Li Téh-kwei, who are
still at large. Let the Military Governor
of Kirin be at all times watchful to observe
whether Han Pien-Wai conducts himself
in an orderly manner, and keep him under
stringent control. We likewise command
the said high officer to despatch an effi-
cient officer with the proper force of troops
to take active measures for the apprehension
of the lawless gold-hunters, allowing
no laxity or mnegligence to be shown
in the measures adopted. Inasmuch as
the statements made in the report presented
by Colonel Shwang Hi were not without
foundation, and as his apprehension of How
Yii-k’i and his comrades was actuated by
the belief that it was done in the discharge
of his duty, we command that exemption
from further proceedings be granted in his
case. For the rest, be it as is proposed.

(N.B.—There is perhaps, in this Decree,
somewhat ‘“more than meets the eye.”
The power of the squatter king, Han, in
the wild region on the borders of Kirin and
Féng-t'ien, has long been a matter of
common repute, although his name now
appears for the first time in the Guazette.
It is alleged that a compact exists between
this potentate of the gold-diggers and the
Military Governor of Manchuria, which
the act of the Colonel of the Peking Field
Force, recorded above, may perhaps have
violated. )

(2) The Governor of Yiinnan memori-
alizes with reference to the repairs of the
walls, public buildings, and temples of the
cities, some fifty or sixty in number,
throughout the province, which have fallen
into ruins in consequence of the protracted
warfare during the rebellion. A report on
the subject has been drawn up by the
provincial Board of Administration, the
result of which is that all that is feasible
shall be done by degrees with the aid of
the subsidies contributed from other
provinces toward the expenses of the
Government of Yiinnan, and by means of
local contributions.

(3) Ch'ung How, acting Governor-
General of Féng-t'ien, memorializes with
reference to the means by which,
as desired by the Board of Revenue,
the provineial receipts may be made
to suffice for the military expenditure,
the deficiency in which, to the amount of
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Taels 240,000, is for the time being met by
subsidies from other provinces. He re-
presents that his predecessors in office
have at various times introduced likin
taxes upon merchandize and upon salb,
beside which the appointment of a
High Commissioner was solicited, for
the purpose of determinating the amount
that should be levied by way of

shipping fees fifJt FH ; and the collection

obtained during the first few years under
the new system was considerable, although
it suffered a notable diminution in the
course of time. From enquiries instituted
at the various salt-producing places on the
sea-coast, the memorialist has ascertained
that the quantity manufactured in Féng-
tien is larger, in fact, than that produced
within the Ch'ang-lu (Tientsin) area. The
total amount yielded per annum would be
from 400,000 to 500,000 piculs—and this,
moreover, stated by the unauthorized
weight and measure current among the
people, which would represent a larger
quantity than if the calculation were
according to the official standard. The
revenue that might be obtained from
this source, were the gabelle in vogue
throughout the Empire generally to be
introduced here, would be very large ; but
as no tax upon salt has been levied in the
three provinces of Manchuria since the
first foundation of the dynasty, the im-
position of a regular tax at present would
act prejudicially by adding to the cost of
living. It is proposed to levy a lekin tax
upon sales at the place of production, as
the only alternative. Measures are also
under consideration for making the collec-
tion of the taxes upon merchandise and
upon shipping more effective, as also with
regard to the *“ bushel-tax” (a percentage
upon sales of grain?), with the object
always in view of adding what is possible
to the means available for the support of
the troops.

(4) The Governor of Yiinnan memorializes
on the receipt of a despatch from the
Superintendencies of the Mint under the
Boards of Revenue and Works, which have
pointed out that in the consignment of
copper forwarded last year from Yiinnan,
the regulation waste allowance of 8 per
cent. in addition to the nominal quantity
sent was not transmitted ; and further-
more, that the slabs were not stamped ac-
cording to regulation, with the date and
place of casting. It is desired that these
requirements be fulfilled in future. In
reply, the Governor cites a report addressed
to him on the subject by the proper

authorities, remarking that the late
despatch of copper to Peking was the
first attempt made, after years of desuetude :
that the mercantile body who had under.
taken to carry out the undertaking had
done so by dint of great effort, without a
literal adherence to the form of the ancient
regulation,—to such an extent, indeed
that they had applied for no allowance fu;'
their personal expenses—and that they
had sent forward a supplementary amount
of 30,000 catties, in addition to the million
catties forming the bulk of the consignment,
to provide for wear and tear by the
way ; and that it is impossible to feel
certain that they will be able to repeat
their performance in this respect here-
after. To supply the regulation 8 per cent.
of surplus copper would be entirely beyond
their power. The slabs, moreover, instead
of being cast at Government agencies, as
the regulations contemplate, were obtained
as best they could be, by purchase from
the different private smelting-houses whose
stamps they bear, as noted by the Mint
Superintendencies ; and for this also
indulgence is solicited. The Governor
requests that the recommendations sub-
mitted by his subordinates be admitted, in
favour of a departure from the letter of the
ancient regulations.—Rescript : Let the
Boards concerned take note.

May 12th.—A Decree. The Examina-
tion of the passed Hanlin graduates shall
be held on the 30th May in the Pao Ho
Throne Hall.

No other documents of importance.

May 13th.—(1) A Decree. Let Kwang
Ying E ﬁi go to be Superintendent of

the Manufactory at Soochow.

(2) The Governor of Kiangsu, who has
already reported the despatch of the first
squadron of grain-junks from Shanghai (see
Gazette of April 17th ), memorializes report-
ing the completion of the shipments of the
season, by two succeeding squadrons of
junks and the steamers of the China
Merchants’ Company, as follows :—

By the second detachment, consisting of
100 junks, which sailed on the 24th March,
there were shipped 178,403 piculs of rice,
plus a waste allowance of 14,272 plf:uls; and
by the third detachment, consisting of 34
junks, the amount of 56,171 piculs, with
4,493 piculs of waste allowance, was sent
off, the squadron sailing on the 12th April.
The amount of pls. 112,000 has furthermore
been handed over to the C. M. S. N. Co.
for shipment, making a total despatch for
the current season of 672,540 odd QIGUJS of
rice of the various regulation qualities. In



62

[May 13—14.

addition to this, 10,000 piculs of rice have
been purchased on Government account in
Tieu of levy in kind, and this quantity will
be transmitted to Tientsin partly by junk
and partly by the C. M. 8. N. Co.’s
steamers.

May 14th.—(1) A decree, in answer to a
memorial from the Governor-General and
Governor of Kwangtung, impeaching certain
ofticials for divers forms of shortcoming,

It is decreed that Liu Tso-tung, Sub- |

Prefect at Fatshan, who has been denounced
for self-seeking endeavours and a covetous
spirit, whereby he has incurred much popu-
lar odium : an assistant Department Magi-
strate named Ho Han-chang, accused of
contemptible and unworthy conduct: and
another officer of the same rank, named
Yen Ying-ho, described as foolish in mind
and iniquitous in his actions, be forthwith
stripped of their rank, in order to the due
maintenance of the standard of official
behaviour.

(2) A decree, issued in conformity with
the benign Mandate of Their Majesties the
Empresses Regent, commanding that, as
the Imperial noble Yih Siin has not as
yet had an heir by adoption assigned
to him, the son of Yih Chang, named
Tsai Tsiao, ranking as a tsung-shik, or
Tnperial clansman, be assigned as heir to
Yih Chang, and that his name be changed

"

to Tsai Tséh Fy 42, Ho is at the same
time raised to the rank of Imperial Duke

of the 2nd degree (Féng Ngén Fu Kwoh |

Kung.)

(3) A decree, based npon a memorial from
Ch'ung How, acting Governor-General of
Féng-t'ien, ordering that a Manchu fso-ling
named Kwan Shéng, who is charged with
converting to his own use certain monies
placed in his hands for the relief of the
distressed population, be stripped of his
rank and placed on trial for the offence.

(5) Ku-ni-yin-pu, acting Military Gover-
nor of Kirin, memorializes reporting that
in January last a prisoner named Kin
Ch'éng was forwarded to him by the
Military Lientenant-Governor at San Sing,
with the statement that the man had been

apprehended in the course of a military |

reconnoissance,—that he had been made to
join a body of banditti by force, and that
he had given information of the where-
abouts of three brigands, against whom a
party of troops was despatched, the three
outlaws being slain, thereupon, in attempt-
ing to resist capture. On examination, the
prisoner, Kin Ch'éng proved to be a native
of Corea, who stated that he had left his
own country in 1859, owing to the scarcity

prevailing in that year, and had wandered
as far as Ningutd, where he obtained em-
ployment. Having proceeded in September
last to the gold-mining region with a pack-
load of turnips, ete., for sale, he was
plundered of all his belongings by the
leader of a band of 30 or more mounted
robbers, who compelled him to join their
numbers. He accompanied the party on a
foray, in the course of which he managed
to slip away from the main body, and he
took to hiding in a hut among the mount-
ains, where he was joined by three others
of the party. Ithaving been resolved upon
that he should go out in search of food he
fell into the hands of the soldiery, and
thereupon revealed the whereabouts of his
three companions. It is ruled that, as a
Corean subject, the proper course to be
pursued with this man is to surrender him
to his own Government to be dealt with.
He has accordingly been forwarded, in
charge of an official appointed for the
purpose, to the Board of Ceremonies
at Moukden, to be sent on in accordance
with precedents to his native country.—
Rescript : It is noted.

(6) In a posteript Memorial, Ku-ni-yin-
pu represents that the funds required for
the pay of the field force of cavalry and
infantry employed in the provinee of Kirin
has hitherto been provided by subsidies
received, under directions of the Board of
Revenue, from Shantung, Honan and
Nganhwei, each of these provinces forward-
ing Taels 5,000 per mensem to the Board
of Revenue at Moukden, whence the re-
mittances are fetched by officials sent from
Kirin for the purpose. The amounts for-
warded from the wvarious provinces are
always in Treasury weight, but it has been
customary, on the receipt of the funds by
the provincial Government of Kirin
throngh the authorities at Moukden, to
issue the pay at the ordinary commercial
weight, a stoppage of Tls. 32 in every
thousand being consequently made. The
ration allowance (lif. salt and provision
money ) to a private of the cavalry force
amounts to no more than Tls. 4 per men-
sem, and to a private of the infantry, the
allowance is only Tls 3 for the same period.
Much suffering has of late been entailed
upon the soldiery by the depreciation in
the value of silver and the rise in the cost
of the necessaries of life ; and as a distine-
tion may legitimately be drawn between
the batta allowance in question and the
regular pay of the troops, it is solicited that
for the future the payments may be made
at Treasury weight, and that orders be
igsued to the Board of Revenue to cease
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henceforward from deducting the percent-
age referred to above. This will give some
measure of relief to the soldiery without
entailing an additional outlay of Imperial
funds.—Rescript : Be it as is proposed.
Let the Board of Revenue at Moukden
take action accordingly. ;

May 15th.—(1) A decree in answer fo a
memorial from Ho King, Governor-General
of Min-chéh, who has requested that the
newly appointed Judicial Commissioner of
Fuhkien be desired to hasten to his post.
Li Ming-ch'ih, the officer in question, has
already left Peking. The high authorities
of whatever province he may be in are
commanded to direct him fo proceed as
promptly as possible to assume the duties
of his post. .

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial
from Wén Pin, Director General of the
Grain Transport, who has represented that
the lately deceased Governor-General of
Sze-ch'wan, Wu T'ang, has left a high
reputation behind him in the region of
Kiang Peh, where he served for many years
in various offices before rising to that of
Director-General of the Grain Transport. In
this capacity he earned the public gratitude
by his achievements in command of troops
operating against the rebels; and it is
requested that his biography may be en-
rolled in the State Annals, and that memo-
rial temples may be erected in his honour
at Ts'ing-kiang, Hwai-ngan, and Sii Chow.
All of this is assented to.

(3) Ho King, newly appointed Governor-
General of Min-chéh, reports his having
taken over the seal of office on the 15th
March, receiving at the same time the seals
as acting Manchu General-in-chief and
Superintendent of Customs from Wén Yih,
the departing incumbent of these offices.

(4) Ch'ung How, acting Governor-General
(titular Military Governor) of Féng-t’ien
and his colleague, the Civil Governor,
Ngén Fuh, memorialize submitting pro-
positions in conmection with the excessive
amount of judicial arrears pending through-
out the Province.  The memorial-
ists, affer vreferring to the number
of unsettled cases, most of which are of
many years standing, which are pending in
various Courts, and dwelling upon the
excuses for delay, such as the recent pre-
valence of brigandage, which may be
alleged for this state of affairs, declare that
the true reason to be assigned for it is the
supine neglect of duty which has become a
settled habit. They now propose that the
period of six months shall be assigned
for clearing off all outstanding cases, with
special exemption granted for this purpose
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from the standing rules in respect of time ;
nllvcases arising s_ubsequently to April, 1877,
being made subject to the ordinary regula-
tions.—Assented to by reseript,

(6) ) The acting  Governor-General of
Fuhkien, Wen Yih, memorializes reporting
the result of a trial instituted in the case of
an officer of the rank of Colonel, Yang
Tsai-yiin by name, who had been stripped
of his rank and arraigned on charges of
peculation and malversation dnring his
acting ineumbeney of the office of Brigadier-
General of T'ai-wan, He had been accused
of withholding various sums of the pay
due to the soldiery, amounting in one
instance to Taels 6,362, and in another to
Taels 7,442, He has succeeded in clearing
himself of the greater part of the charges
brought against him, shewing, in particular,
with reference to one specified amount, that
he converted it to public purposes on the
receipt of instructions in 1870, in con-
sequence of the foreign question which had
arisen at Tientsin (the Massacre ), to the
furbishing up of the arms of the force and
to providing a fresh supply of spears and
other weapons, defensive precautions being
urgently required. Having no other funds
at his disposal, he made use of the sum in
question in the emergency. Although
guilty of irregularity in connection with an
acting appointment made by him, he is
acquitted on the more serious charges.

May 16th.—(1) A Decree. Li Han-chang
and his colleague (the Governor of Hupeh)
have memorialized Us, requesting that an
official be placed under their orders. Let
the Governor of Chéhkiang direct Shéng
Yii-hwai E& ? “;E , an expectant District
Magistrate of the province of Chéhkiang,
to proceed without delay to Hupeh, and
place himself under the orders of the Pro-
vineial Government. .

(2) The Office of Gendarmerie me-
morializes, forwarding an appeal lodged by
Wu-chih-tao, a native of the Chu-ki district
in Hupeh, who complains of the murder of
his father. Certain individuals, whose
names are given, having attelflpted to
extort a sum of money from his father,
complainant proceeded to the District Magi-
stracy to lodge a petition against them.
Upon this the individuals in question came,
in October last, with certain of tllc_P°11"~';9
of the Magistracy, seized complainant’s
father, and beat him so cruelly that death
ensued. The District Magistrate refused
to hold an inquest, and mz complainant
lodging a petition ab the Prefecture, an
officer was sent to enquire into the matter
in concert with the Magistrate. This officer,
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in lieu of holding an inquest, compelled
complainant to take charge of the remains,
The law-clerk, Ch’én Yi-féng, drew up a
declaration [of acquiescence], to which he
himself aflixed signature, and proceeded to
effect by force the interment of the remains,
No redress having been obtainable, com-
plainant has come to Peking with his appeal.
—Referred in the usual manner.

(3) The Office of Gendarmerie further
presents an appeal lodged by Wu Chéng-
Liiin, a native of the Han-yin Sub-Prefecture
in Shensi, who represents that a distant
kinsman named Lin Ta-hwa had forcibly
insisted on marrying the daughter, named
Siu Lien (Pretty Lily), of his maternal uncle
to one Féng Yung-kan, the son of a local
bully named Féng Ts'un-hwai. On com-
plainant’s uncle going to the residence of
these people to remonstrate, he disappeared,
and all trace of him was lost, until a labourer
inthe Féng'semploy, named T’éng Tao-yiian,
with anotherman, discovereda heap of bones
in a cavity among the rocks near their
place. Complainant, having heard of this,
on proceeding to look at the remains, re-
cognized articles of clothing, &e., belong-
ing to his uncle, and he lodged a complaint,
hereupon, at the Magistracy. The law-
clerk, Liu K’éh-jang, and others, succeeded
by dint of bribery in putting off an inquest,
and Téng Tao-yiian and his eompanion
were compelled under illegal forms of tor-
ture to make confession [upsetting their
previous statements.] The complainant
admits, on being questioned in the statutory
manner, that he has not appealed in the
higher provincial courts.—Referred in the
usual manner.

(4) Ch'ung How, acting Governor-Gene-
ral of Féng-t'ien, memorializes stating that
he has discovered an abuse which is pre-
valent throughout all the districts of the
province, in the shape of an illegal
fee demanded by the official clerks and
yamén police whenever report is lodged
of a case of homicide by the relatives of
the deceased. This fee is designated
Cllang Kwei % ﬁ, and it amounts,
according to the means of the individuals
from whom it is demanded, to a sum
varying from a few taels to hundreds of
taels as the case may be. If payment is
refused, a variety of means are employed
to extort it, even to the extent of prevent-
ing the presentation of the petition and
thus delaying or frustrating the holding of
the inquest. Stringent instructions have
been issued for the prevention of such
malpractices, and the Taotais and Prefects
concerned have been desired to set persons

secretly on the watch for any cases of dis-
obedience, which, should any such be
discovered, shall be severely dealt with.
It is further solicited that an additional
enactment may be added to the statute
book, declaring that in the event of
any future occurrence of the nature
described, the guilty parties shall be
sentenced in accordance with the most
severe provisions of the law relating to
extortions perpetrated by dishonest official
underlings, and that the functionaries
chargeable with failure to detect the abuses
practised by their employés shall be at the
same time exposed to severe penalties.—
Referred by rescript to the Boards concerned
for deliberation.

March 17th.—(Court Circular.) The
Office of Gendarmerie reported the arrest
of Yiian Sze-hi and others, charged with
the kidnapping of certain children.

A Decree. Féng Shén, Military Governor
of Heh-lung-kiang, has memorialized Us,
stating that in the case in which the licen-
tiate Wang King-tien has appealed at
Peking, accusing one Ts'ni Chén-fuh of
combining with an official named T’o Shan
to subject his brother, Wang King-shun,
to personal ill-usage, thereby causing his
death, whereupon it was alleged that the
deceased had committed suicide by hang-
ing, the said appellant having presented a
renewed complaint, it is requested that an
official versed in the criminal law may be
sent, accompanied by an examiner of
corpses, to hold a fresh inquest. We com-
mand the Board of Punishments at Mouk-
den to make appointment of one of its
Secretaries to proceed, accompanied by an
examiner of corpses, to the province of
Heh-lung-kiang to hold a fresh inquest, to
the end that the due performance of justice
may be secured.

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is
oceupied with memorials on judicial ques-
tions of minor importance from Shansi and
Féng-t'ien.

May 18th.—(1) A decree, issued in obe-
dience to a mandate of Their Majesties the
Empresses Regent, directing the Ministers
of the Council and the members of the
Grand Secretariat to associate themselves
with the President of the Office of the
TImperial Genealogical Register, for the
purpose of deciding upon the order of
arrangement to be pursued in the revision
now about to be undertaken. Thisisin con-
sequence of the Prince of Tun and his
collengues having solicited instructions, as
they do not venture to act without author-
ity in the matter. (N.B.—The question
which has arisen is understood io have
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reference to the place to be assigned in the
Genealogica.l Record £J¥ to the name of

the present Emperor, the fact of whose
succession being due to an act of adoption,
the first on record in the history of the
present dynasty, produces a complication
in the important matter. His name
should naturally follow that of his
predecessor on the Throne; but since,
by the terms of the act of adoption, he was
raised to an equality with the late Emperor,
by being declared his adoptive brother, a
doubt has arisen with regard to the proper
place to be assigned to his name in the
Record.)

(2) The Censor T'éng Hwa-hi memo-
rializes exposing a case in which a certain
individual, son of a low-placed menial in
official employ, has obtained a literary
degree under false pretences. He premises
by observing that he had perused with
reverence a decree issued on the 8th August,
1874, to the following effect :—*‘ The ex-
pectant Department Magistrate Hwang
t'ien-si, alias Hwang Han-chai, alias Hwang
Show-t'ien, has filled the position of one
of the gate-keepers in the yamén of the
Governor-General of the Two Kwang,
Having transferred himself by false pre-
tences to the register of the Plan-yi
District, he purchased an official position
‘for himself under an assumed name,
and obtained admission for his son
to the literary examination, where he
succeeded in taking a degree as licentiate.
That a low-placed menial should, under
false pretences, purchase official rank and
gain admission in defiance of law to the
examinations, is an offence which calls for
severe punishment. We command that
Hwang T'ien-si, together with his Son
Hwang Chang-tsiin, be forthwith stripped
of their rank and degree respectively, and
be handed over to the Governor-General of
the Two Kwang and the Governor of
Kwangtung, by whom let orders be issued
to the local anthorities to recover from the
said delinquents their official certificates
and to punish them according to law.”
The memorialist learns that no punishment
has been inflicted on the i.udl.jividuals in
question since the issue of the decree he
has reverently quoted ; and the result has
been that persons of the same class have
been encouraged to follow the example set
them, Another native of the P'an-yii dis-
trict, at present filling the position of
underling in a yamén, Ho Ping-nan by
name, alias Ho K'i-p'ing, who has at
various times served as mén-ting in differ-
ent magistracies, had made his son, Ho

Peh-lin, enter under false pretences as
student for the examinations, and had pur-
chased for him the rank of cha she (Secre-
tary to a metropolitan Board.) He even
weut so far as to endeavour to obtain
for him a nomination to actual service
in a Board, but the outery raised upon
this among the literary class was such
that the necessary bondsmen were not
forthcoming. In 1875, this man caused
his second son, Ho Tsiin-shéng, to enter,
under false pretences, at the examinations
held at Peking for the Kii-jén degree, but,
the fact being discovered by officials at
the capital, he was refused admission to
the examination. Ho Tsiin-shéng there-
upon changed his name to Ho Jui-yung,
and obtained admission under cover of this
misrepresentation to the register of the
metropolitan department, thus succeeding,
through fraud, in obtaining the degree of
Kii-jén at the examination of 1876. It is
solicited that the punishment of the in-
dividuals in question may be decreed and
their rank and degree be cancelled.—For
rescript see Gazette of 3rd inst.
May 19th.—(1) A Decree. Let Wén
Yih remain at Peking to discharge his
duties. Let K’ing Ch'un be trans-
ferred to fill the office of Manchu General-

in-chief at Foochow. Let Jui Lien Ffij Bk

succeed to the post of Manchu General-in-
chief at Sui-yiian; and let Ch’'un Fuh
% ﬁ% succeed him as Military Lientenant-
Governor of Ch'ahar.

(2) A decree, in answer to a memorial
from Liu Kwén-yih, Governor-General of
the Two Kwang. In accordance with the
request preferred, Brigadier-General Wei
Tso-pang ( who has lately been superseded
in the post of acting Commander-in-chief
in Kwangtung by Brigadier-General Fang
Yao) is allowed to resign his office as
Brigadier-General of Yang Kiang and to
retire to his native place for the benefit of

his health. Ma Fu-chén F {8 JZ is the

officer appointed to succeed him.
(8) A Decree. Let Méh Lung-tao

% %E % succeed to the post of Brigadier-
](iencral of the Yeo-kiang command in
wangsi.

(4) %‘['she Governor of Hupeh reports the
resulty of a trial for wholesale murder. The
guilty party, a young man named Chang
Mo-urh, was the son of an individual named
Chang Ta-ch’éng, who, in consequence of
his son’s idle disposition and aversion from
regular habits of study, had looked about
for a severe disciplinarian under whom to
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lace him for education and due restraint.

earing a good character in this respect of
a licentiate named Chang She-hiin, he ac-
cordingly placed his son under this person’s
charge on the 30th January, 1876, leaving
him as a boarder at the school, and for-
bidding him to visit his home with any
frequency. Themaster’s fourth son, Chang
Hi-urh, with four other youths, were also
members of the school, and each of the
scholars took it in turn to act as cook for
the master. Chang Mo-urh, the eriminal
in the present instance, having but lately
been married, felt very homesick, but,
owing to the stringent discipline enforced
by the master, he was unable to get away
to his father's house, and he cherished a
grudge on this account. On the 28th
February following his admission into the
school, it was the turn of one of the scholars,
named Chang She-ts'ai, to act as cook, and
he asked Chang Mo-urh to help him, which
the latter refused to do. An altercation
ensued, and on the schoolmaster ordering
the two to be quiet, he disobeyed the order
and was subjected to chastisement in con-
sequence. In his anger at this, Chang Mo-
urh made up his mind to avenge himself
by poisoning his master, and on the follow-
ing day, it being his turn to take the cook-
ing, he availed himself of the opportunity
afforded by his going to market for provi-
sions, to buy a packet of rat-poison from a
pedlar. Asthe schoolmaster was daily in
the habit of taking a basin of egg-broth,
Chang Mo-urh put the powder he had
bought into a saucepan in which he boiled
the water to prepare the broth for his
master. The latter consumed only one-
half of the portion, giving the remainder to
his son, Chang Hi-urh. Meanwhile the
four other scholars, wanting to make them-
selves some tea, had taken the remainder
of the water left in the saucepan used by
Chang Mo-urh, which he had not thrown
away, and in a short time they were all
seized with vomiting from the effects of the
poison. They looked for Chang Mo-urh to
make enquiries of him, but he had run
away, and Chang She-ts'ai, hereupon, on
whom the poison had taken the least effect,
went to examine the kitchen utensils, and
found some powder in the saucepan, which
convinced him that poison had been
employed. He immediately called in
assistance, but in vain. The four other
scholars died from the effect of the poison
on the following day, and the schoolmaster,
after lingering for some days longer, at
length shared the same fate. Chang Mo-
urh having been apprehended, and on trial
being held, is sentenced to the penalty of

death by ling-ch’e (the ““slicing” process),
in conformity with the statute relating to
the murder of kinsfolk or those whose posi-
tion is one entitling them to respect. This
sentence being submitted for approval, is
referred by rescript for the decision of the
Board of Punishments.

May 20th.—(1) A Decree. Let Mu-t'u-

shen @ @ ﬁ succeed to the post of

Manchu Lieutenant-General at Ts'ing-chow
(in Shantung). N.B.—Mu-t"u-shen, former-
ly General-in-chief at Ninghia, is the offi-
cial who was cashiered and removed from
the post of acting Military Governor of
Kirin by decree dated 12th May, 1876, for
improperly recommending the employment
of an officer who had been sentenced, for
misconduct, to exclusion for ever from the
public service.

(2) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General
of Kansuh, memorializes reporting the re-
sult of the trial instituted in the case of the
Manchu Lieutenant-General Kirhungeh, and
other officers, for encouraging the troops
under their command to mutiny and dis-
band, early in 1875, on an officer being
sent to supersede Kirhungeh in his post.
—See rescript in Gazette of 4th inst.

(3) The same authority reports the steps
that have been taken toward repairing the
walls of Lan-chow Fu, the provinecial
capital of Kansuh, which are in a ruinous
condition from age, and which imperatively
need repairs now that peace and order have
been reéstablished throughout the province.
To build up a new concrete backing for
the existing walls, if carried to the proper
height, would in itself require an outlay of
upwards of Tls. 100,000; and as the
requisite funds are not forthcoming, the
work is confided to the care of the pro-
vincial board of administration, by whom
means are to be devised for exccuting it
with the assistance of the troops, number-
ing some 4,000 to 5,000 men (ten ying) who
are quartered in the neighbourhood.
Between July last, when operations were
commenced, and November, when they
were suspended on the approach of the
cold weather, about one-third of the work
was completed. The foundations are
carried to the depth of 11 feet odd, with a
width of 11 feet (1 chang); and the height
of the walls is 3 chang 7 ch'ih (about 42
feet), with a width of 8 ch'ih.

(4) Wén Pin, Director-General of the
Grain Transport, reports that the fleet of
grain-junks with the inland portion of the
rice tribute of the current year, 430 in
number, conveying 88,500 piculs of grain,
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and divided into ten squadrons, had assem-
bled at Ts'ing-kiang P'u by the 11th April
last, when they were under inspec-
tion, and, on the 20th the process of haul-
ing over the weir at T¢’ing-kiang P’u was
effected. By the 26th, all the junks had
been hauled over the Fuh-king, T'ung-tsi,
and Hwei-tsi weirs,. and were in full sail
for the north. Measures have been taken
for dredging out the bed of the Canal in
the shoalest parts, in order to facilitate the
progress of the fleet toward the Yellow
River.—(For reports of the corresponding
operations last year, see Gazetfes of 23rd
April and 30th June, 1876.)

May 21st.—No documents of importance.

May 22nd.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Imperial Clan Court,
which has requested instructions with

reference to the official establishment Eﬁ

which should be assigned to the newly
created Imperial noble (Féng-ngén Fu-
fwo Kung) Tsai Tséh, on his adoption as
heir to the Imperial noble Yih Siin. Tt is
commanded that the establishment pre-
scribed by regulation for his rank be allotted
to him. (See Gazette of 14th inst.) _
(2and 3) Ts'ing Ngan, the Brigadier-Gene-
ral of T’ai Ning, in his capacity as permanent
Superintendent of the Western Mausolea,
memorializes requesting that orders may be
given for the manufacture and issue of three
new sets of the instruments and vessels
required for the services performed by the
lamas stationed at the Imperial tombs and
at the lamasery in their neighbourhood, on
the different anniversaries of decease. The
Imperial Household is directed to take note
accordingly. He also represents that he
has been in correspondence with the
Imperial Household with reference to the

Témul’i ﬁﬂ{ﬁ- or Superior of the
lamasery under his control, the last incum-
bent of this office having died in 1875, and
the two preceptors who are on the spot
being both unequal to the discharge of the
duties of the post. He requests that a
suitable person be sent from the palace
lamasery to undertake the office; and he
likewise requests that the present Bandi
lama, or chief precentor, who is upwards of
70 years of age and consequently failing in
strength, may be replaced by a younger
dignitary of the same rank.

May 23rd.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the acting Governor of
Shantung, who has reported that an ex-
Department Magistrate, who was dismissed
from public employ while holding office
some time ago in the province of Shansi,
has obtained a position under an assumed

name as a clerk in the Lieutenant-Governor’s
yamén in Shantung, with intent to turn
this opportunity to account for improper
ends. As solicited, it is decreed that he
be expelled from his employ and sent baclk
to his native place without any delay.

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial
from the Governor of Hunan, who has
requested certain remissions of taxation on
behalf of a district which suffered from
floods last year. As solicited, remissions
of land-tax to the amount of about Tls. 450
are granted in this instance.

(3) The Governor of Kweichow memori-
alizes asking that a penalty be noted
against a District Magistrate and an acfing
Prefectural Secretary, for their negligence
in the appointment of police charged with
the conveyance of a prisoner to the pro-
vincial capital, the consequence being that
the prisoner effected his escape. The in-
dividual in question was under sentence of
death by strangulation for manslaughter,
and was confined in a wooden cage which
was wheeled along the road under the care
of two police detailed for this purpose by
the officials now accused, guarded at the
same time from stage to stage by a couple
of soldiers. On arriving at a certain village
one night, the police proceeded with their
charge to an inn, and applied at the local
guard-station for two soldiers, who were
accordingly detailed, to relieve the escort
from the previous stage. The two men
thus relieved of duty returned to their
post, but the reliefs did not make their
appearance ; and the police, after watching
the prisoner till midnight, at which time
a heavy rainstorm came on, fell fast asleep.
The prisoner seized the opportunity to
break his fetters, wrench asunder the bars
of the cage, and escape through a window.
The efforts of the police, when they became
aware of his disappearance, to discover his
whereabouts, proved wunsnccessful ; and
they have been brought up to the pro-
vincial capital as prisoners, together with
the soldiers, inn-keeper, and others respon-
sible for the safekeeping of the prisoner.—
The accused officials are relegated by
reseript to the Board of Civil Office for the
award of a penalty.

May 24th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-
General of the two Kiang, who has im-
peached a deceased District Magistrate
named Kung Yiian-yiich for defalcations in
his accounts of revenue collected, whilst
holding office in the Shuh-yang district, to
the amount of upwards of Tls. 9,000 ; and
an ex-Departme nt-Magistrate named Wang
Ngén-k'ing as a defaulter to the amount of



Tls. 2,500. It is commanded, hereupon,
that the deceased Magistrate be stripped of
his rank, and that his family, as well as the
other individual separately denounced, be
brought to Nanking and committed to
prison, whilst proceedings are taken for the
recovery of the amounts due. Stringent
perquisitions are at the same time ordered
to be made at the homes of the defaulters,
and at the places where they have held
office, for the discovery of any property
they may have possessed, which is forthwith
to be sequestrated.

(2) The Imperial Clan Court memorializes
with reference to the establishment to be
ugsigned to the heir recently provided by
adoption for the deceased Prince of
Fu, setting forth the regulations hereto-
fore instituted on this subject, with
reference to the different degrees of
princely rank. A [Prince of the second
order ( Kiin Wang) is entitled to a
household composed of the following
officials :—1 recorder, 3 equerries, 6 first-
class, 4 second-class, and b5 third-class
officers of the bodyguard, 4 chamberlains,
and 8 captains of Banner-men, and to draw

y for 30 non-commissioned officers, and
120 soldiers, making in all the pay of 150
rank and file. This scale is somewhat
reduced in the next rank (bei-léh); and
the question is submitted by the Clan
Court as to the scale upon which the
establishment of the newly-created Prince
shall be formed.—( For rescript see Gazette
of 9th inst.)

(3) Ngéh-1éh-ho-pu, the Lieutenant-
General commanding at Uliasutai (who has
in a separate memorial, published in this
day’s issue, solicited leave to retire on the
ground of chronic ill-health, which, how-
ever, has been refused him), reports that
one of the nobles of the Khalkhas has
contributed 2,000 catties of flour, amount-
ing to a money value of Tls. 200, toward
the cost of rebuilding the walls (of
Uliasutai) ; and, although all desire of
reward is repudiated by the donor, the
memorialist feels bound to solicit on his
behalf a token of the Imperial approbation.
The same individual has built a temple
within his ownregion of the nomad territory,
where he daily chants a service from the
Prajna Paramita sutra, and prays for the
everlasting life of His Imperial Majesty.—
Referred by rescript for the consideration
of the departments concerned.

May 25th.—(Court Circular.) The Ex-
aminers-in-chief of the recent Examination
for the #sin she degree reported on the
conclusion of their labours.—King Lien
and Yii Ling-ch’én returned thanks for the
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Imperial grace, on their sons having attained
the Kung she (preliminary tsin she) degree.—
The Board of Ceremonies reported the
arrival of the Envoys from Yiieh Nan
(Anam.)

(14) Decrees appointing Examiners and
agsistants, &e., for the Manchu Examina-
tions now about to commence. The Grand
Secretary Ying Kwei is appointed principal,
and the Minister King Lien assistant,
Examiner-in-chief.

(5) The Governor-General of Chihli re-
ports the conelusion of a trial held in con-
sequence of an appeal to Peking, the com-
plainant having accused an individual
named Luh Pu-yiin of combining with
police of the District Magistracy of K'ii-
chow to cause his father’s apprehension, as
aresult of which his father died in prison
from the effects of ill-treatment. On the
rehearing that has been held, it has
been proved that the deceased was ar-
rested in consequence of a brawl which
grew out of an act of robbery committed by
one of his sons, and that he died from
natural causes. The statements in the
appeal lodged at Peking were either mere
falsehoods or distorted exaggerations, and
the complainant is sentenced to the penalty
of 80 blows under the statnte against
general wrongdoing.

(6) The same high authority further
memorializes forwarding a statement laid
before him by the Department Magistrate
of Choh Chow, to the following effect :—
““He has to call attention to the filial
virtue displayed by a lady named Wang,
daughter of a former Taotai at Hankow
and grand-daughter of a former President
of the Board of Works, a native of the
Kao-yeo district in Kiangsu, the family
having, however, resided at Choh Chow
for a number of years past. From her
earliest youth, Miss Wang exhibited a
decorous propriety of conduct and a
love of study. She was a diligent
reader of Liu Hiang’s Lives of Virtuous
Women, and the poems of Muh Lan.
At the age of 13, when it was pro-
posed to betroth her, at the first hint of
this reaching her ears, she retired to her
room, and drew with a pointed instrument
blood from her arm, with which she wrote
a sentence declaring her intention to remain
single in order to devote herself to the
care of her parents. At the age of 18 she
refused in like manner ; and when, in 1852,
her father and her second brother perished
at the taking of Wu-ch'ang by the rebels,
on the remains of the deceased being
brought back to Kao-yeo, she exclaimed,
amid her tears, that since she could not
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follow her father to the tomb, her mo-
ther being still alive, her blood should
at least serve to varnish his coffin;
and she gashed her arm, hereupon,
with a knife, allowing a stream of blood
to mingle with the lacquer of the coffin.
She had reached the age of 26 when
her father's obsequies were completed,
and her mother and elder brother
were anxious that she should marry ; but
she steadfastly refused to do so, and de-
voted herself to attention upon her mother,
with whom she shortly afterwards removed
to Choh Chow, on her brother receiving an
appointment, as a-reward for his father’s
services, at Peking. She allowed no other
hands but her own to wait upon her
mother, and when, in 1862, her mother was
attacked with dangerous illness, she cuta
piece of flesh from her left thigh to be
administered as a remedy. In less than a
year, a fresh attack of illness supervened,
and she cut a piece of flesh from the right
thigh on this occasion, recovery ensuing as
before. On subsequent occasions, when
her parent was attacked with slight ail-
ments, she applied burning incense-stick
to her arms, and used the calcined flesh
to mingle with the remedies prescribed,
with invariably successful results. After
her mother’s death, in 1872, she re-
fused all sustenance during a period of
three days, and was with difficulty
persuaded at length to taste food. Her
brother shortly afterwards died, whereupon
she escorted his remains to the ancestral
home at Kao-yeo, and afterwards, return-
ing thence, performed the same journey
once more in attendance on her mother’s
coffin.” The devotion and energy she has
displayed exceed what might be expected
from one of the opposite sex, and it is soli-
cited, in view of the wide repute which
has been gained by her virtues at Choh
Chow, that a monument may be erected
in her honour under Imperial sanction.—
Granted by reseript.

May 26th.—No documents of importance.

May 27th.—(1) Yang Yoh-pin, formerly
Governor-General of Shensi and Kansuh,
now holding office as Joint Inspector-
General of the naval forces on the Yangtsze,
memorializes soliciting an extension of his
sick leave for three months, to enable him
at once to attend to the care of his own
health, and to wait upon his aged and bed-
ridden parents. He observes that he
obtained the Imperial license to resign his
office in 1867, in order to devote himself to
the care of his parents, who were at that
time upwards of 80 years of age; and
having received their tearful commands in

the beginning of 1875, on receipt of in-
telligence of the decease of his late%Ia?es@ ;
b4

. to hasten to Peking and obtain g sight of

the Celestial countenance of the reigmi
sovereign, he had obeyed these mjunéﬁ'iff
and had thereupon, notwithstanding hig
solicitation to be allowed to return to his
home, been appointed to the office he at
present holds.—Rescript, granting the
memorialist three months’ additional
leave.

(2) The Governor of Honan memorializes
reporting the arrival of the Anamese tribute
mission in his province. He had been in-
formed by the Governor of Hupeh that the
mission had crossed the border of that
province on its way from Kwangsi on the
14th March, and had arrived on the 19th
at the provincial capital, Wu-ch’ang. On
the 27th, the journey was resmmed by land
via Hankow, the route by water being too
slow, and on the 6th April the mission
entered the territory of Honan, in the
Sin-yang district. All necessary arrange-
ments for its further progress should be
duly made.

May 28th.—(1) A Decree. Tse Tsung-
t’ang memorializes Us requesting permission
on behalf of an acting General to retire from
his post on account of ill-health. We grant
permission to Ch'éng Jui to vacate his act-
ing appointment and to return to his banner
for the care of his health. Let Poh Ch’ang
'I‘ﬁ E succeed to the appointment of
General commanding the Chinese division
(t"i-tuh) of Urumtsi.

(2) The remainder of this day’s Gazetfe
is devoted to the first portion of the volumin-
ous report presented by Ming Ngan, Vice-
President at the head of the Board of
Punishments at Moukden, on the result of
the inquiry instituted by him, in obedience
to a confidential Decree dated the 3rd
March last, with reference to the allegations
made by a lieutenant-colonel of the Peking
field force, Shwang Hi, respecting the state
of affairs among the gold-hunters on the
Eastern frontier (as summarised in the
Rescript already published in the Gazette of
11th inst.) Shwang Hi, it is represented,
had in the first instance forced himself upon
upon the memorialist, whilst proceeding
from Moukden to Kirin as a special Com-
missioner to hold enquiry into other
subjects, and had handed him a statement
which the acting Military Governor ot
Kirin had declined to receive. Hastening,
afterwards, to Peking, Shwang Hi had
obtained through his superiors of the field
force Lhe transmission of his statements to
the Threne, upon which the decree
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ordering enquiry was issued. The result, as
now presented, discredits his allegations
and tends to convert into a ‘‘ mare’s nest”
his account of the power and pretensions
of the squatter King, Han of the Marches.
The trader, How Yii-K'i, upon whose arrest
as a confederate of the lawless gold hunters
Shwang Hi had plumed himself, is shewn
to be a native of Kirin, who obtained
employment in the course of last year as a

gold shroff in a shop carried on by

Han in the ** Birch Forest.” Hehad come
in the spring to Kirin, where he appears—
from the statements set forth—to have
acted as agent for Han, disposing of the
gold secretly brought into town to various
shops in the place, and sending back mer-
chandize of different kinds for the supply
of the miners. The price he received for
the gold dust is stated as ranging from 39
tiao to 32% tiao per liang (tael weight).
Kwoh Wei, the informant whose tale-bear-
ing to Shwang Hi led that officer to take
the steps he did, understood in conversation
with How Yii-K'i on one occasion, that
things were not now so flourishing as they
used to be at the diggings, when 100 taels
weight and upwards used to be cleared at the
diggings, which, with payments to the Cus-
toms' office, frontier gnardstation, ete., made
up a total of 267 taels’ weight of gold. He
further stated that there were upwards of
30,000 men at the diggings. Lieutenant-
Colonel Shwang Hi reported, in addition,
from what he had heard, that in Han's
retreat in the birch forest he had an armed
guard of upwards of 1,000 strong, that he
had a fortified stockade, a manufactory of
cannon, small-arms, and gunpowder, and
artisans without number. Furthermore,
that he had built up a large and populous
town, that some 30,000 goldminers were at
work in a certain valley, and that Han
Hien-tsung himself exercised absolute
authority, including the power of life and
death. All these statements are declared
to be immensely exaggerated. Although
there are some 70 odd wooden huts at the
locality indicated, the number of inhabit-
ants is not much more than 100, and the
fortifications are of the most elementary
character. No manufactory of firearms or
gunpowder exists at the spot; nor does
Han wield the authority attributed to him.

May 29th.—(1) A Decree. Let Tso K'i-

lung E % % succeed to the post of
Brigadier-General of the P'u-urh command
in Yiinnan.

(2) Continuation and completion of the
memorial from Ming Ngan, commenced
in yesterday's Gazctte, on the case of How

Yii-k'i and the gold-hunters flourishing
on the Eastern frontier. With reference
to Han Hien-tsung, the squatter sovereign,
it is stated that in 1866, he being atb
that time at the head of a body of
miners, he was employed by the then
Military Governor of Kirin, Fu-ming-ah,
to make arrangememts for allotting places
of residence to the immigrants attracted by
the search for gold, and the same high
authority asked permisgion from the Throne
to assign to him on lease certain waste
lands in the neighbourhood of the Birch-
bark Lakes. Inthe spring of the same year,
at a time when the mounted brigands were
meditatinga raid upon the provineial capital,
he came forward with a body of braves,
equipped at his own expense, to protect
the city. For the service he undeniably
rendered he was rewarded, with the Im-
perial sanction, with the button of the sixth
rank. The allegation made by Lieutenant
Colonel Shwang Hi, to the effect that Han
was a leader of the lawless gold hunters,
had, therefore, some degree of foundation
in fact ; and the key to the whole of the
present case is to be found in the guestion
whether or no any act of a criminal or law-
less character can be traced home to Han
since this bestowal of rank took place. The
result of the present enquiry proves that
nothing of the kind can be alleged against
him. In none of the confessions made
by prisoners charged since 1866 with un-
authorized gold-digging, does the name of
Han Hien-tsung appear as their leader,
nor has any evidence against him been
elicited by means of the secret enquiries
set on foot. The remaining statements
contained in Lieutenant Colonel Shwang
Hi’s report are similarly disposed of.—For
rescript see Glazette of 11th inst.

May 30th.—(1) A Decree. Let the pri-
vilege of competing (for honours) at the
Palace Examination be extended to the
kung she who have graduated at the late
Examination, to wit: of the first class in
order of merit, 52 ; of the second-class, 118 ;
and of the third-class, 163 (making a total
of 323), as classed by the revising Ex-
aminers. Let Sun Hung-tséh, Ch’én Siang-
jén, and Chow Téh-ch’éng, who have been
placed in the fourth-class, be debarred
from competition until the next oceasion.

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial
from the Censor T'ang Shu-nan, who has
represented that the official clerks and
underlings in the famine-stricken districts
are guilty of divers malpractices, by means
of which they turn the Imperial bounty
in the way of remissions of taxation, to

|, their own ﬁroﬁt, owing to neglect on the
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part of their superiors, the Prefects and
Magistrates ; and thus debar the people
from enjoying the advantage of the Im-
perial benevolence. He requests that com-
mands be laid, in particular, upon the
provincial Government of Hunan to guard
against thisevil. The practices in question
are hereupon energetically reprobated, and,
in the apprehension that Hunan may not
stand alone among the provinces as regards
actions of the kind referred to, the provin-
cial Governments throughout the Empire
are commanded to be constantly on the
alert to check abuses such as these, in
furtherance of the Imperial intentions for
the good of the people.

(3) P’éng Yii-lin, Joint Inspector-General
of the Naval forces on the Yangtsze, memo-
rializes referring to the period of repose
he had taken, with Imperial sanction, after
completing his tour of inspection last year,
having taken up his abode at a monastery
at Hangchow in order to devote himself
to the care of his greatly impaired health.
He suffers under a complication of dis-
orders, including liver complaint, spitting
of blood, chronic rheumatism, and ineipient
paralysis of the left arm; but notwith-
standing this, his sense of the deep obliga-
tion with which he is loaded, for the
favours shewn him during a succession of
reigns, inspires him with resolution to do
his duty to the death. It was his intention
to leave Chekiang on the 10th May, and
to proceed by sea to commence his
inspection of the Yangtsze, going up-
stream.

(4) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General
of Kansuh, etc., and Yii She, Imperial
Agent at Si-ning, memorialize reporting
the progress of the commissioner sent in
1874 with tribute from Tibet, on his journey
homeward by way of Kokonor. The
tribute mission reached Si-ning, returning
from the capital, on the 6th September
last, and orders were thereupon given to
the local authorities to provide proper
escort for the party as far as Tan-ko'rh-

t'ing ﬁ‘ E % ﬁ, where they rested

and made arrangements for the supply of
the necessary baggage animals. On the
1st of February last they proceeded on
their journey, inspection being made at
the barrier-station to verify the list of per-
sons returning to Tibet, and to see that
there were neither any persons of a criminal
character concealed among the party nor
articles of a contraband nature smuggled
among their effects. The Imperial Agent
had detailed, in accordance with precedent,
a guard of 100 Mongol soldiers of Kokonor
and 200 Tangutan soldiers, supplied with

the necessary rations, to act as es .
report has nmow been received G&O;fxt:: ?i::
captain-generals of the two wings of the
Banners of Kokonor stating that the
arrived in safety on the 9th of March at
the Tsaidam frontier, whence they eon-
tinued their journey into Tibet.

May 3l1st.—(1) A Decree. Let Ku-ni
yin-pu (acting Military Governor of the
province of Kirin) return to his proper post
of Brigadier General of Kin Chow (in

Shéng King). Let Ming Ngan §H%2
become acting Military Governor of Kirin,

and let Ki Kéh @% act in his stead as
Vice President at the head of the Board of
Punishments at Moukden.

(2) A Decree. Let Lin Che receive the
rank of officer of the Guards of the first
class, and do duty at the Great Gate, (N.B.
Lin Che is a Manchu officer who returned
in 18756 from a Colonel’s command in
Yiinnan).

(3) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh-
kien, memorializes at the instance of cer-
tain retired officials, notables of the District
of Kieh-yang in Kwangtung, who have
addressed him with reference to the mira-
culous interpositions of the God of War,
a temple in whose honour has long stood
outside the North gate of the district city,
in times of imminent danger. In 1844,
when the city was threatened with capture
by the leader of a secret association, the
banditti were affrighted and dispersed by
means of a visible manifestation of the
spirit of this deity mﬁ;ﬁ; and the efforts

of the Government troops in coping with
the insurgents again in 1853 were similarly
aided by the appearance of supernatural
phenomena. These are facts which were
witnessed by multitudes of persons. They
were not reported officially at the time, and
the matter consequently failed to reach the
Imperial ear ; but the applicants are un-
willing to allow them to fall into oblivion,
and as the temple is now about to be re-
embellished, they beg that a memorial may
be addressed to the Throne on the
subject. The Governor supports the
entreaty thus presented, and begs that
a memorial tablet may be bestowed
upon the Temple at Kieh-yang, in token
of gratitude for the protection that has
been afforded. He is made the vehicle of
the application, being a native of the district
of Féng-shun and a denizen of Kieh-yang
himself. (For rescript see Gawette of 9th
instant.)

(2) Ting Jih-ch’ang farther memorializes
setting forth an outline of the measures of
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relief which he proposes instituting on
behalf of the owners of certain tracts of
land in Formosa, assessed with taxes to
the amount of Taels 53,830 per annum,
which amount, owing to changes in the
area and nature of the soil, produced by
floods, inroads of the sea, and other
natural causes, has come in process
of time to be very inequitably distri-
buted.

(3) In a separate memorial, Ting Jih-
ch’ang submits a proposal for the abolition
of a host of ““ miscellaneous taxes” which
he finds weighing upon the population
of Formosa, the revenue derived from
which amounts in all to Tls. 5,223 per
annum. These taxes are a legacy of the
administration of the island during the
seventeenth century by the family of Chéng
Ch’éng-kung (Koxinga). At the time of
the surrender of the island by its last
independent ruler, Chéng K'éh-shwang,
only three districts had been established,
to wit, those of T'ai-wan, Féng-shan, and
Kia4. The Changhwa District and the
two sub-prefectures of Tamsui and Komalan
were called into existence at a subseguent
period. The three older divisons, extending
290 li in length from North to South,
yield a revenue of 130,000 piculs of rice,
whilst the three newer divisions, with a
length of 580 i of territory, are assessed
at no more than 56,000 piculs, that is to
say, 50 per cent. less than what is levied
from a territory equal to only half their
aggregate dimensions. The miscellaneous
taxes which are imposed, in addition, in
the older districts, are of the most varied
kind. Among them is an impost levied
from the wild aborigines who acknowledge
their subjection to the Chinese Sovereignty,
and who, as they cultivale no rice-lands,
<annot be called upon to pay the grain tax.
Their avocations are confined to deer hunt-
ing and wheat (or barley) planting, and
they accordingly pay a tax called the
“‘ deer-gkin and small-rice levy.” The salt-
tax is collected from the localities where
fishing-pools are owned ; and another im-
post is known as the sugar-mill and planta-
tion tax. These, though of a somewhat
petty and inguisitorial character, have
nevertheless the justification of being
assessed upon actual sources of gain, in the
ratio of some 10 or 20 per cent., and they
may be compared with the grit-stone tax in
Sze-ch’wan, and the hazel-nut and chestnut
taxes in Chihli. The imposts which are most
objectionable are a multitude of petty levies
on the value of each utensil employed by
the fishing population along the coast, such
as landing or deep sea nets, ropes, ba.mbomﬁ

fishing-stakes, ete., ete., the oppresgive-
ness of which is enhanced by their being
levied through middlemen, persons of some
local influence, who add heavy percentages
on their own account to the sums which
they pay into the hands of the official
collectors, whom they are obliged to fee
handsomely, in the first instance, to obtain
the privilege of thus acting. In order to
free the lower classes of the population from
the suffering entailed upon them in this
manner, the Governor solicits permission
to sweep away the whole of these mis-
cellaneous taxes from and after the
commencement of the present year,
with exception of the deerskin tax on the
aborigines, which partakes of the nature
of a tribute paid to the lord of the soil,
and the salt and sugar-mill taxes, any
irregularities connected with which may
be removed with comparative case. He
observes that the increagsing revenue from
likin and Customs’ duties on the tea and
camphor production which has sprung up
of late years, may be relied upon to com-
pensate for the loss entailed upon the local
exchequer, whilst the development of the
mining industry in the north of the island,
now in progress, will also add considerably
to the local resources.—For rescript see
Gazetle of 9th inst.

June 1st.—(1) A Decree. Let the
Palace Examination of the newly graduated
tsin-sze be held in the Pao Ho Throne Hall
on the 9th inst.

(2) Yang Ch’ang-siin, Governor (now
removed) of Chéh-kiang, memorializes re-
questing sanction for an exchange of offices
between two District Magistrates, in view
of the fact that Wén-chow Fu, at which
one of the functionaries in question is
stationed, is now opened as a port of
foreign trade. The district of Yung-Kia,
he observes, lying in proximity to the
seacoast, has a population of a turbulent
character, and being the principal district
of the prefecture, in the chief city of which
its seat of Government is placed, the duties
of the Magistracy are the more numerous
and important. With the foreign relations
which are now about to be introduced, the
conduct of affairs in a suitable manner
becomes doubly desirable. The official
who is at present invested with the
Magistracy at this point, Ch’e¢n Yih by
name, a Kii-jén graduate, native of Foochow,
is honest and experienced, but he has no
insight into foreign affairs; and it is con-
sequently proposed that he shall exchange
posts with Chang Pao-lin, a native of
Kiangsi, who has attained the rank of
District Magistrate by purchase, and who
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is at present incumbent of the Magistracy
of Kiang-shan. He is a man of superior
intelligence, and equal to the discharge of
difficult duties. There is nothing in the
official antecedents on either side, or in the
conditions of the two districts, to make the
exchange irregular.—Referred by rescript
for the consideration of the Board of Civil
Office.

June 2nd.—(1) A Decree. Let Lin Si-
hung succeed to the vacant post of sub-
Director of the Banqueting Court.

(2) A Decree. Let Hi Yiian, Manchu
General-in-chief of King-chow Fu, and
Kwo-18-min, Manchu General-in-chief of
Hangchow, enjoy the privilege of riding
within the precincts of the Forbidden
City.

(3) Pao Yiian-shén, Governor of Shansi,
memorializes with reference to the suffering
entailed by the recent drought in that
province, the proposed measures of relief,
and the apprehensions felt with regard to
the future. Shansi, he represents, is
commonly described as a wealthy province,
the fact being, however, that a large pro-
portion of its natives, having mo settled
interests within its limits, have migrated
with their capital to other parts of the
Empire to trade. Since the rebellion, com-
mercial prosperity has declined, and
ruin has overtaken the most wealthy.
Not more than 20 or 30 per cent. of the
population gains its living by agricultural
pursuits ; and as the soil, moreover, is not
naturally of a productive character, the
yield of cereals is small. Even in years of
good harvests, it is necessary to import
breadstuffs from the neighbouring provinces
to meet the wants of the population ; and
for some years past the harvests have been
by no means prosperous. The spring and
autumn of last year were seasons of severe
drought, and in the districts severely
affected great difficulty was experienced in
the provision of means of subsistence for
the people, whilst scarcity was felt even in
those districts which had mnot specially
suffered. There has been no rain to speak
of since the commencement of spring
this year, and whilst in the North of
the province, where, owing to the dif-
ference of climate, the season of sowing
is somewhat later, the anxiety felt is not so
overpowering, in the South, on the contrary,
the utmost alarm prevails at the prospect
0{1 a failure of the crops. Inthis section of
the province, with its very mild climate,
wheat is always sown after the autumn
harvest ; and at the present moment, when
the crop should be well grown, the shoots
are but an inch or two high, and appear

already withered and dried up, The ad-"

ministrative divisions most severe]

by the prevailing drought are T’ai_}';-;gfc]_ph:ld
Fén Chow, P'ing-yang Fu, Hoh Chow ami
She Chow ; the P'u-chow Fu, Kiei 0’]10w
and Kiang Chow divisions being somewhat
better off. Throughout the winter and
spring the local authorities of all the dis-
tricts affected have been collecting subscrip-
tions for the relief of the distressed, and
have called upon the wealthier inhabitants
to distribute supplies of food in their
several neighbourhoods, the hope being
that rain would fall at the accustomed
time in spring, and thus enable the
wheat to ripen. With the protracted
drought, however, the means of both the
authorities and the people have become
exhausted, and the land has come to re-
sound with the lamentations of the famine-
stricken multitude. Beginning with the
sale of their children, of either sex, in
order to eke out the means of subsistence,
the people have been farther reduced to
dig up roots and to strip trees of their bark
in order to provide themselves with an-
other meal. The bark of the trees having
come to an end, and even the wild herbs
ceasing to spring up in consequence of the
drought, recourse has been had to such
expedients as the manufacture of pellets of
earth mingled with stone ground into
powder. The maintenance of life is barely
conceivable when famine has reached such
a stage as this. Not a day passes, conse-
quently, without deaths occurring upon
the public highways, and tears can
scarcely be repressed in attempting to
describe the miseries that are witnessed
and the sorrow with which the mind is
laden. At such a time as this, to adhere
too strictly to the letter of the regulations
and to await Imperial sanction before grant-
ing relief from the public funds, would be
to ignore the immediate necessity of food
for starving myriads. The Governor has
not shrunk from the responsibility of in-
structing the departmental authorities to
make issues of grain from the local store-
houses, and to establish relief depdts at
eligible points, taking care that the
distribution be kept out of the hands of the
yamén underlings, in order that it may not
be diverted from its proper objects. A
the same time, what is now ' being done is
but a temporary expedient. Should the
distress continue for any length of time,
the provincial granaries will be exhausted.
There is reason to be anxious for the speedy
downpour of fertilizing showers, thanks to
the god-like good fortune of the Sacred
Ruler, when, if the early wheatcrop can
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to any extent be saved and the rice-fields
be sown for the autumn, the Southern half
of the Provinece will be rescued from
danger and the Northern half be exempt
from harm. In the event, however, of
the drought being still farther protracted,
famine must become universal, and the
consequent state of affairs is too terrible to
contemplate. Not only will it be out of
the question to collect the first half-year's
revenue, but it will be necessary to devise
further measures for the distribution of
relief. In the present exhausted state of
the Imperial Exchequer, the Governor could
not venture to solicit an appropriation of
funds from the treasury at Peking; and
he proposes, in order to provide the
wherewithal for purchases of grain in
the neighbouring provinces, to make use
of a balance of about Taels 40,000 re-
maining in the provincial treasury as
part of the last half-year's revenue collec-
tion. So small an amount as this will go
but a little way toward meeting the require-
ments of the occasion ; and the Governor,
oppressed with grief which robs him of
both rest and appetite, has no resource but
to take the lead in instituting with sub-
ordinates the observance of penitential
fasts, and in offering up reverent entreaties,
morning and night. He has furthermore
issued general orders to clear off judicial
arrears and to lighten the burthens of
State-service upon the people, in the hope
of thus inviting the beneficent harmony of
the pewers of nature, to the end that the
fate ‘of the people may be alleviated.—
Rescript : It is noted.

June 3rd.—No documents of importance.

June 4th.—(1) A Decree. Let Kwang
Ko E ﬂ succeed to the vacant post of
Manchu  General-in-chief at Si-ngan.
(N.B. This appointment is made in
succession to K'é-méng-éh, who was trans-
ferred on the 12th May, 1876, to fill the post
of General-in-chief at Ning-hia. The
Lieutenant-General, T"u-ming-éh, has been
acting in his stead for the last year.)

(2) A Decree. Let the two officers above
the age of 65, Hai-lin, an officer of the
Guards of the second class, and Mu-té-
ngén-t'ai, commandant of a battalion of the
Household brigade at Yiian-ming Yiian,
who were presented in audience this day by
the Military Inspection Commissioners, be
required to take the retirement of their
respective ranks.

(3) A decree referring to the rejection
of the Manchu essay of one of the
candidates approved by the ExaFﬁners
at  the pending examinations, of. the

ground of an excessive number of
errors and omissions, and accepting
the essay which was submitted from
another of the candidates. The names
of the Examiner-in-chief, Ying Kwei (Grand
Secretary, ete., ete.), and King Lien, the
Assistant-Examiner (Member of the Grand
Council, ete., ete.), are handed over to the
Boards for the adjudication of a penalty
for their remissness.

(4) The Governor-General of Min-chéh
memorializes reporting the arrival at
Foochow of a party of shipwrecked Liu-
ch’ians who had been sent on to that place
from Chefoo under the following circum-
stances, as narrated in a despatch from
Ting Pao-chéng, Governor of Shantung :—
““The Governor had received a report from
the Taotai at Chefoo, stating that a Liu-
ch’inan junk had been found in distress off
the coast by the British vessel Lu-pi-kan
(Rubicon), by which the erew were picked
up, and conveyed to Chefoo. The British
Consul, Chéh Mei-shen (Mr. Jamieson),
had forwarded the party, eight in number,
to the Taotai, together with 17,700 cash in
the Kwan Yung currency (Nagasaki cash),
which amount they had in their possession
when rescued. They had been sent to
Foochow by the Chinese steam gunvessel
Wan Nien Tsing.” (See Guzette of Tth
Jan.) The Governor-General now reports
that the party of shipwrecked mariners in
question had reached Foochow on the 30th
December, 1876, and were taken charge of
by the authorities in the usual manner.
In the statement taken down with reference
to their shipwreck, they acknowledge the
good fortune of their rescue by the British
sailing vessel which picked them up at sea.
They were to be returned to their native
country at the first opportunity.

June 5th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Governor of Kwangsi,
with reference to the permission recently
granted to Féng Tsze-ts'ai, the General-in-
chief of that province, to visit Peking for
audience. On the Governor’'s representa-
tion that, although the late insurgent out-
break in the district of Ma-p'ing has been
suppressed, the General's services are still
occupied in connection with the measures
consequent upon this affair, and that he
should be left for some little longer in the
province, it is ordered that Féng Tsze-ts'ai
shall defer for a time his visit to Peking.,

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial from
the Military Lieutenant-Governor of Ch'a-
har, denouncing an acting Commissary of
the Mongol and Manchu garrison troops
at Kalgan, for wilfully delaying the issue
of the monthly rations of millet to the
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soldiery, and substituting a mouey allow-
ance, of his own motion, for the distribu-
tion of the actual grain. The offender in
question is deprived of his official button,
and placed under stringent commands to
issue the rations as they are due.

(3) The Governor of Kwangsi reports
the result of a trial held with reference to
the escape of a prisoner from jail at the
provincial capital, Kwei-lin Fu, in Septem-
ber last (see Gazefte of 14th December,
1876.) The prisoner has not been re-
captured, and the jailers and others re-
sponsible for his safekeeping have now
been sentenced to the customary penalties
according to law.

June 6th.—(1) The Military Lieutenant-
Governor of Jeh-ho memorializes reporting
his intended departure on a personal tour
through the Imperial hunting grounds, for
purposes of inspection, on the 16th May,
in order to examine the state of affairs
with reference to the appointment of the
lands occupied by cultivators.

(2) In a postseript memorial, the same
authority reports that he finds it necessary
to provide funds for the travelling allow-
ances of the official staff that is to accom-
pany him on his tour in the hunting
grounds, in order that they may not become
in the smallest degree a burden to the
population. He proposes to devote to this
purpose a sum of Tls. 2,000, taken from
a balance of accrued interest on certain
deposits which is in the treasury of his
jurisdiction.—Rescript : It is noted.

June Tth.—The following is announced
as the list of the highest graduates at the
Palace examination of the successful com-
petitors for the tsin-sze degree :—Chwawng-
yiten (optimus), Wang Jén-K'an, of Fub-
kien. Pang-yen (secundus), Yii Lien-wan,
of Hupeh. T"an-hwa (tertius), Chu Kéng-
yang, of Kiangsu. Chwan-lu (quartus),
Sun ’Isu.ng-sih, of Hunan.

(1) A decree commanding the Governor
of Shantung to select from among the
Prefects on the provincial establishment,
an incumbent for the post of Prefect of
Tsi-nan-fu, an office of importance (in view
of the city being the provincial capital.)
To fill the vacancy that will thus be created
in one of the provincial prefectures, Sih
Ngén J@‘ is nominated.

(2) A decree cashiering the Commissary
in charge of the district of Petuna in Kirin,
at the solicitation of the acting Military
Governor Ku-ni-yin-pu, who has denounced
the official in question for withholding all
report of a crime committed within his
jurisdiction, eleven members of one family

having been murdered by a nati
district named Kao Chén-y i r-xatma ot fho

(3) Ku-ni-yin-pu, acting Military Go-
vernor of Kirin, memorializes reporting
the trial and execution by ling-ch'e of a
criminal guilty of murder, under the
following circumstances :—The crimina]
Kwoh Hung, an immigrant from the pro:
vince of Chihli, a carpenter by trade, is
shewn to have sought occupation at g
certain village in the Wu-ch’ang commune
of the province; and he was employed
there last year by an inhabitant of the
place named Li Yeo-nien to make some
repairs to his house. Becoming in this
manner acquainted with Li's wife, whom
he met without restriction, he conceived
an unlawful passion for the woman, which,
however, he found for a length of time
no opportunity of indulging. He con-
tinued his acquaintance with Li Yeo-nien
for some time after the job on which he
had been employed was finished ; and,
having discovered, on the 4th of March
last, that Li was absent from home, and
no one left in charge of his family, he
went at dead of night, taking a cudgel in
his hand for his protection by the way, to
Li’s house, where he knocked at the door
under pretence of asking for some oil for
his lantern. Li's eldest girl was aroused
and opened the door, whereupon he entered,
and saw the woman, Liu-she, dressed and
seated on the stove-bed, preparing to light
alamp. Kwoh advanced and endeavoured
to effect his unlawful design, but Liu-she
resisted and struck and scratched her
assailant. Kwoh upon this dealt a blow at
her upon the forehead with his stick, but
she wrested the weapon from him and ran
out of the house shouting for help. Kwoh,
fearing that her outcry might bring per-
sons to the rescue, determined to kill
the woman, and thus satiate his desire to
be avenged upon her. Groping abont, he
seized a vegetable-chopper from the block
beside the door, and having rushed after
the woman, he hacked her about the head,
arms, throat, and body, and finally com-
pleted his bloody work by beating in his
victim’'s skull with his bludgeon. Reénter-
ing the house, he saw the four female
children of Liu-she wailing upon tht_a stove-
bed, and, excited with rage and fearing also
lest the alarm might be given to the neigh-
bours, he made up his mind to put
all the children beyond the possibility of
giving evidence against him ; and he pro-
ceeded hereupon to beat in the brains of
each of the girls with his bludgeon. When
his victims were all dead, he threw down the
murderous weapon he had used, and made
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off, carrying with him a deerskin waistcoat
and another article of clothing which he
found in a wardrobe. Having subsequently
been captured and brought to trial, he has
confessed the circumstances of the crime
as above-stated. The sentence incurred is
that of death by ling-ch’e (the *‘slicing”
process), which has been carried into ex-
ecution at the capital of the province.
In comsideration of the lamentable fate
of the murdered woman, who, with her
children, perished in defence of her wifely
honour, it is solicited that an Imperial
tablet may be erected to commemorate her
virtuous conduct, and to further the cause
of morality.—Referred for the consider-
ation of the proper Board.

(4) Féng Shén, Military Governor of
Heh-lung Kiang, memorializes with re-
ference to the proposed despatch of an
examiner of corpses, to be borrowed from
the province of Sheng-king, to institute a
renewed inquest upon the remains of Wang
King-shun, whose brother, Wang King-
tien, has appealed at Peking declaring the
deceased to have been done to death in
prison, in despite of the evidence adduced
at the former inquest to prove that he had
committed suicide by hanging. (For
rescript see Gazette of May 176h.)

(5) Féng Shén, in a farther memorial,
reports the arrival within his jurisdiction of
Liu Fu-hing, the individual degraded from
the rank of Brigadier-General, and sen-
tenced to transportation to the Amur, in
connection with the case of Brigadier-
General Chan K'i-lun, convicted as
instigator of the murder committed at
Yangchow (see Gazette of Tth April, 1876.)
The prisoner in question arrived on the 25th
of April at the place of his destined residence
in banishment, under custody of an official
deputed for the purpose by the Brigadier
of Petuna, and he has been placed under
rigorous surveillance,

June 8th. (1) The Prince of Tun, as
President of the Office of the Imperial
Genealogical Record, memorializes solicit-
ing instruetions on a subject upon which the
Prince does not venture to act on his own re-
sponsibility. The Y7 T'ieh (Tablet of Jade)
or Genealogical Register of the Imperial
family, the Prince remarks, of which he and
his colleagues have now been commanded to
undertake a revision, is subject to rules
determined by the precedents of successive
additions, the principle followed, from the
period of Chao Tsu Yiian Hwang-ti (the
most remote acknowledged ancestor of the
reigning dynasty), to his Majesty the Em-
peror Muh Tsung I, (T’ung Che), being
the assignment of a separate page to each

L

Sovereign, whose name occupies the central
station, and from whom the line of descent
of each of his offspring, denoting the deri-
vation of each on the mother's side,
arranged according to the order of seniority
of birth, is duly set forth. The scions of
the Imperial line, from his Majesty the
Emperor down to descendants below the
twelfth degree, with the sons and daughters
born to them within [each] period of
ten years, and the adoptions that have
taken place, are farther exhibited in
tables of columns and cross-columns,
each line of descent being traced to the
sovereign with whom it commences. The
question which is now submitted is the
method in which the name of “ His
Majesty the Present Emperor, Kwang Sii,
for ten thousand times ten thousand years,”
shall be inserted in the Record, in connec-
tion with the members of the Imperial
lineage bearing [like himself] the distine-
tive name of Tsai. It is also requested
that a decision may be pronounced respect-
ing the place to be assigned in the Register
to the names of the children of the Prince
of Ch'un (the Emperor’s father), bearing
the name of Tsai.—For rescript, and ex-
planatory note, see Gazette of May 18th.

(2) The Governor-General of the Two
Kwang memorializes soliciting permis-
sion to retire from active service on
behalf of General Wei Tso-pang, who was
recently superseded in the post of Com-
mander-in-chief of the provincial land-forces
and directed to return to hispost as Brigadier
of the Yang-kiang command. The officer
in question is nearly 70 years of age, and
suflers greatly from an old wound that has
lately broken out afresh.—Granted by
rescript.

June 9th.—(1) A decree conferring
appointments upon the Hanlin Probationers
who have now passed their final examina-
tion. The list occupies upwards of three
pages of the Gazefte,—something more than
half the number of candidates receiving
rank as members of the Han-lin College ;
whilst the remainder, constituting the third
class, are almost equally divided between
appointments as secretaries to the metro-
politan Boards and district Magistrateships
in the provinces.

(2) A Decree. Let Hii Tingkwei FF

ﬁ ﬁ succeed to the post of Prefect of
Lin-ngan-fu in Yiinnan. (N.B.—Hii T"ing-
kwei is the official whose memorial, pre-
sented by him as one of the Censors,
denouncing the irregularities of the lekin
tax, was published in the Gazette of 18th
January, 1875.)
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June 10th.—(1) The acting Governor of
Chekiang memorializes reporting the com-
pletion of the grain shipments from that
province for Tientsin for the current season.
The total amount of rice of various qualities
to be supplied by Chekiang is 420,700
piculs, including an amount of 10,100
piculs which the regulations require to be
purchased at Lientsin with funds supplied
from the province, for issue as ration
allowance to the boatmen, ete. Of the
entire amount, the late Governor has
already reported the despatch of 166,000
piculs (see Glazette of 24th April); and the
remaining shipmentshave been as follows :—

By steamers, piculs 76,600
sy 28 junks.......... , 66,600

The aboeve, constituting the second batch
of shipments, have been followed by a third
and final batch, as follows :—

By steamers,......... piculs 52,000
55 20 junks, 3 ,700

The lading and despatch of the last
vessels was completed at Shanghai by the
28th April.

(2) The Governor of Honan memo-
rializes reporting the sentence and execution
by ling-ch’e (the ‘‘slicing” process) of a
criminal guilty of the murder of three
individuals belonging to the same family.
The criminal, Chang Che-téh by name,
held certain lands on lease from a pro-
prietor named Kiang, and the murders, of
which two daughters-in-law and a grand-
son of the landlord were the victims, were
committed in consequence of notice to quit
having been given to Chang, accompanied
by abusive language used toward him by
the women of the family, who suspected
him of theft. He entered the family
dwelling by night, armed with a sword,
and hacked all the sleepers in succession,
wounding four persons besides the three
who died from the effects of the injuries
inflicted.

June 11th.—(1) A Decree. Let Luh
Mow-tsung, heretofore ranked as a mem-
ber of the Han-lin College of the Pien
Siw degree, who was presented to-day in
audience, be employed as a Kien T'ao of
the Han-lin.

(2) Let Ts'tian K'ing (President of the
Censorate) and Shén Kwei-fén (Member
of the Grand Council, an Assistant Grand
Secretary, a President of the Board of War,
Member of the Yamén of Foreign Affaivs,
ete., ete.) act as Preceptors-in-chief to the
Han-lin Probationers.

(3) The Imperial Clan Court memorializes
soliciting instructions as to the establish-
ment that shall be allotted to the newly-
created Imperial noble Tsai Tséh, in whose

case ei?horbfne oFf two different scales may
be applicable.—For reseript see
22]“% l]J Yio. P Gazette of
(4) The Governor-General of the Two
Kiang provinces, and the Manchu General-
in-chief of the Nanking garrison, jointly
memorialize with reference to the case of a
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Bordered White
Banner, To Lun by name, who was brought
to trial in 1874 for causing the death of a
distant kinsman named Show Luh. This
individual had been arraigned before the
Colonel of the Banner on a charge of en-
deavouring to take his pay by force, and he
was placed under the custody of his relative
To Lun. In view of the habitual violence
of temper and refractoriness displayed by
Show Luh, To Lun called in the services of
a captain and some other members of the
force, and agreed with them that heavier
fetters should be placed upon the prisoner,
and that he should be confined within a
wooden cage. On an attempt being made
to ecarry this determination into -effect,
Show Luh rushed at his kinsman,
striking at him with his head and vowing
that he was ready to die in the effort
to avenge himself. In a momentary fit
of anger, To Lun called upon some of
his men to help him, and they strangled
the prisoner to death between them with
ropes. On being brought to trial for this
act, To Lun was sentenced by the late
acting Governor-General Lin Kw'én-yih, in
concert with the Manchu General-in-chief,
to death by strangulation (as the penalty
for homicide in the second degree); and
the persons who had aided and abetted
him to bastinadoing, according to the pro-
visions of the statute in the case of such
accessories, but with benefit of any
ensuing Act of Grace. On the sentence
being laid before the Throne and referred
to the Board of Punishments, it was
quashed by the Board on the ground that
the act could not justly be conside!'ed one
of homicide committed in the discharge
of a public duty. The offence for
which the prisoner was in custody, the
Board remarked, was not a serious one,
and the proceeding resorted to by To Lun
was actual murder, though without pre-

meditation, % ﬂ in gratification _of
the passion of anger and uncor}n_ectad with
public considerations. A revision of the
sentence was consequently required. The
proper authorities having been required to
take action accordingly, report has now
heen received that the condemned man,
To Lun, died in prison from the effects of
illness on the 11th January last. A special
commission appointed to hold a fresh trial

-
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of the case has now brought in a sentence,
in obedience to the ruling of the Board of
Punishments, in accordance with the statute
relating to the murder of distant kinsmen,
the penalty for which is decapitation ; and
the accessories are sentenced to 100 blows
apiece. After a further recital of the facts
of the case, the memorialists submit that
as the guilty person is dead, no further
proceedings need be taken in respeet of
his sentence ; and the accessories are shewn
to be within the scope of the Act of Grace
passed subsequently to the commission of
the crime.—Referred by rescript for the
consideration of the Board of Punishments.

June 12th.—1) A decree reciting a
mandate of their Majesties the Empresses
Regent, referring for the deliberation of
the special Council of all the departments
of State already charged with the examina-
tion of the question as submitted by
the Imperial Clan Court, the proposals
relating to the enshrinement of the tablets of
their late Majesties which have been sub-
mitted by Chang P’ei-lun, an Expositor of
the Han-lin.

(2) A decree granting leave to resign his
offices of State to the beilch Tsai Jung
ﬁﬁ, on the ground of continued ill-

health, and assigning him the full amount
of his yearly allowance by way of pension.

(3) A decree embodying a mandate of
their Majesties the Empresses Regent,
approving the form for the preparation of
the Genealogical Register which has been
submitted by the Grand Council and the
Imperial Clan Court. (See Guazette of 8th
inst. )

(4) The Governor-General of the Two
Kiang reports that selection has been
made of the expectant Taotal Liu Jui-héng

29 B to take the place of Féng Tsiin-

kwang as Taotai at Shanghai, during the
latter’s absence on leave beyond the Great
Wall.

(5) The Governor-General of the Two
Kiang and the Governor of Kiangsu jointly
memorialize, submitting a renewed solicita-
tion for sanction to the appointment of Mo

Siang-che ﬁ ﬁg to the important post

of Magistrate of the district of Shanghai.
On the departure from this post of the late
Magistrate, Yeh T'ing-kiian, who purchased
promotion to a higher grade, Mo Siang-che,
then District Magistrate of Kiang-ning (at
Nanking), was transferred to fill his place.
A despatch was sibsequently received from
the Board of Civil Office, declining to sanc-
tion a transfer of the incumbent of the
principal Magistracy in the province

situated at the provincial capital itself, to
fill a like post in a magistracy away from
the provincial capital ; and a fresh appoint-
ment was ordered to be made. Instructions
were issued hereupon to take action accord-
ingly. In reply, an application has now
been addressed to the memorialists by the
Lieutenant-Governors at Nanking and Soo-
chow, and by the acting Judicial Com-
missioner, to the following effect :—*“In
view of its connection with the commercial
relations of the various foreign Powers,
the District Magistrateship of Shanghai
is an office which it is impossible to
place in the same category with or-
dinary Magistracies of the ‘important’
class, An adequate discharge of the
duties of Government cannot be expected
unless from an officer both maturely versed
in foreign affairs and also capable of devot-
ing thorough attention and energy to the
conduct of his business. Having endea-
voured once more to make selection, in
obedience to the orders we have received,
of an officer for this post from
among all the District Magistrates of the
province who have obtained their position
through the regular literary examinations,
whether at present employed or expectant
of office, we find that all are either actually
incumbents of important posts or are per-
sonally unsuited to the place in question,
and that there is no one whom we can re-
commend for transfer, as has already here-
tofore been represented. After the most
anxious consideration, we can do no other-
wise than repeat the request that Mo
Siang-che be tranferred to fill the vacancy.”
On receipt of this report, the memori-
alists have to observe that the official
in question is profoundly versed in questions
of policy, in addition to which he is a man
in the prime of strength and mental vigour.
During his acting incumbency of the post,
his conduct of affairs of an international
character has been all that it should be,
and it may be truly affirmed that few
officials are to be found his equals. Al-
though his appointment is in some slight
degree at variance with the regulations,
the memorialists feel bound, in view of
his eminent qualifications for this particular
post, to submit the case in a special repre-
sentation to the Imperial decision. They
would add that just at this moment,
when a change is taking place in the
office of Taotai and Superintendent of
Customs at Shanghai, it 1s doubly desir-
able to have an experienced person on the
spot, in order to be provided against
contingencies that may arise. They trust

i therefore that they do right in soliciting
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sanction for the transfer in question; and
they point out that, as an actual incumbent
of the office of District Magistrate, Mo
Siang-che is not subject to the necessity
of proceeding to Peking for presentation.
—Rescript : We sanction the transfer of
Mo Siang-che. For the rest, be it as is
proposed.

June 13th.—(1) A Decree. Let Wén

Yih A7 k5 (late Manchu General-in-chief

at Foochow, ete., ete.) succeed to the post
of Chamberlain of the Palace.

(2 and 3) Decrees appointing Wu T’ing-
fén ﬁﬁg to the post of Reader of
the Grand Secretariat, and Hwai-t'a-pu

i‘%" son of the former Governor-

General of the Two Kwang, Jui Lien), to
the post of sub-director of the Imperial
Sacrificial Court.

(4) The Court of Censors memorialize
forwarding an appeal lodged with them by
a denizen of the Chang-p'u district in Fuh-
kien, who complains that his wife had been
inveigled away from his house under false
pretences, and conveyed into the power of
a ruffian named Ch’én Hwei, the head
of a local affiliated society known as
the Red Flag League, who had repeatedly
sought, but in wvain, to establish a
criminal connection with her. The
vietim of his artifices was detained in
captivity in this man’s stronghold for up-
wards of a month, in the beginning of 1874,
and after being repeatedly outraged by
Ch'én Hwei and certain of his relatives, on
appellant refusing to pay ransom which
they demanded for her to the amount of
$50, she was killed and her body was
throwninto a well. The District Magistrate
was called upon to hold an inquest on the
remains, but owing to some occult in-
fluences brought to bear, the perpetrators
of the outrage have been suffered to go
free, and have continued to oppress and
plunder appellant since that time.—The
appeal referred for provincial investigation
in the usual manner. .

(5) The Yamén of Gendarmerie memo-
rialize presenting an appeal lodged with
them by a native of the province of Honan,
complaining of an act of burglary committed
at his house by an armed gang, who in-
flicted fatal injuries upon his brother and
his brother’s wife. Under the influence of
heavy bribes offered to them by the guilty
parties, the police of the District Magistracy
have contrived to allow them to escape
apprehension. On complaint beingaddressed
to the Prefect, and afterwards to the Judi-
¢ianl Commissioner of the province, it was

referred back to the District Magistrate to
be dealt with, and no steps were taken to
arrest the perpetrators of the erime. The
same result has followed on application
being made to the provincial Governor :
and the present appeal is mnsequentlj;
lodged at Peking.—Referred in the usual
manner.

(5) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh-
kien, memorializes stating that Colonel Lin

Chu JF* Lﬂ%, late Commandant of the North

Division of Formosa, who was stripped of
his rank and summoned to be placed on
trial at the instance of the late Governor-
General Li Hoh-nien, for complicity with
Yang Tsai-yiian, the officer who has been
cashiered and removed from the Brigadier-
Generalship of Formosa, in the improper
bestowal of subordinate commands, had
returned last January, without permission,
to Formosa, and had given out that he
was authorized to enlist a body of braves.
His object was to obtain money under
false pretences; and a number of vaga-
bonds were gathered together at his appeal,
causing much excitement in the public
mind. The Governor gave orders for his
apprehension on receiving information to
this effect, and having arraigned him on
the charge of attempted swindling, solicits
approval of the sentence he proposes to
inflict, to wit, that the culprit be trans-
ported into servitude on the Mongolian
post-road, to expiate there his offence by
his exertion.—Sanctioned by rescript.

June 14th.—(1) A Decree. In answer
to the memorial from Yiian Pao-héng, °
soliciting leave of absence for two months
to enable him to return to his native place
(in Ngan-hwei) and attend to matters con-
nected with his family burying ground,
we grant him the leave of absence he
applies for. Let Féng Yii-k'i act on his
behalf as Senior Vice-President of the
Board of Punishments.

(2) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General
of Kansuh, etc., memorializes in reply to a
confidential Decree received by him some
time ago, based upon an application ad-
dressed to the Throne by the Assistant
Military Governor Ying Lien, at Tarbagatai,
in which he was commanded to despatch a
body of 500 picked men, drawn from the
Chinese forces in Kansuh, with a proper
equipment of arms, to take their turn of duty
as garrison at Tarbagatai according to the
system heretofore in force, and which should
now be reverted to in consequence of the
reopening of communications. In reply,
Tso Tsung-t'ang represents that the Ma-
hommedan rébellion and its consequences
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have completely shattered the ancient army
orga-nization in Kansuh, to such an extent
that even in such places as were not cap-
tured by the insurgents, the troops have
long since disbanded themselves under
the pressure of want. HEven with regard
to the force especially under the Governor-
General's direct command, the Twh Piao
division, which should number 3,500 rank
and file, all that the Govenor-General has
done has been to authorize his military
Secretary to retain some 1,500 picked men
on the list of this force. As for the
remaining divisions, all that has been
feasible is to enrol from time to time a
sufficient number of men to keep up the
cadre and to supply the actual requirements
of duty, without attempting to re-éstablish
the ancient organization in full. With the
whole of Kansuh devastated and depo-
pulated as it is, and the military chest
devoted to the payment of the large bodies
of troops from other parts of the Empire,
which are now actively engaged beyond
the Wall, it is impossible to think of
keeping up at the same time the ancient
military system, and he has therefore
no men to send to undertake the garri-
son duties of Tarbagatai as commanded.
He begs that further consideration of the
matter may be postponed until the conelu-
sion of the pending campaign shall have
allowed the reéstablishment of the ancient
system to be proceeded with at leisure.
Reseript. It is noted.

June 15th.—(1) A Decree. The Prince
of Kung, as Captain-General of the Plain
White Banner of the Manchu forces, and
his colleagues, have memorialized Us
representing that the mother of Ngén
Ch'éng, a Vice-President of the Board
of Civil Office, has attained to the verge
of her 100th year. That this lady, born
of the family of Hii, should have at-
tained to such longevity, whilst continuing
in the enjoyment of vigorous health and
spirits, is conspicuously a glory to Our
reign and an auspicious omen for Our
people. Let the officials of the Imperial
Studio and the Han-lin College prepare an
inscribed tablet to be bestowed upon her,
as a token of marked distinetion.  Let the
Board of Ceremonies consider and report,
in addition, what farther award of honours
is due in conformity with the regula-
tions.

(2) A decree appointing Téh Ch'un,
Vice-President of the Board of Works, to
examine the repairs which are reported by
the Superintendents of the Western
Mausolea as being called for at two of the
Imperial tombs in that divection.

|

(3) The Prince of Kung and his colleagues
of the Grand Council memorialize referring
to a decree issued in 1815, in accordance
with which Commissioners were thence-
forward to be appointed in each alternate
year to superintend the airing of the
volumes of the Authentic Records (the
annals of each reign, compiled after each
successive demise of the Crown) and of the
Imperial Genealogical Register, which are
preserved in the K'ien Ts'ing Hall of the
Palace.—Four high officials are appointed
accordingly.

June 16th.—(Court Circular.) The
arrival is noted of articles of ¢ tribute”—
i.e., for the Imperial use or delectation—
forwarded by Liu Ch'ang-yeo, Governor-
General of Yiinnan and Kweichow, and
Pran Ting-sin, Governor of Yiinnan,

(1) TheGovernor of Yiinnan memorializes
reporting that as Tu Jui-lien, lately
appointed to the post of Lieutenant-Go-
vernor of Yiinnan, has now arrived at the
provincial capital, he has been directed to
enter on the duties of his office, the late
acting incumbent, Ts'ang King-yii, return-
ing to his proper post of Judicial Com-
missioner.

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of
Chihli, ete., reports that as he is at present
residing at Tientsin for the purpose of
attending to questions relating to foreign
affairs, he has desired the acting Lieutenant-
Governor and the acting Judicial Com-
missioner to preside at the Court which it
is necessary to hold at this period at the
provincial capital, for the revision of the
sentences on criminals which are to be
submitted for final decision at the Autumn
Assize at Peking.

June 17th.—(1) A decree in answer to
a memorial from Yii Luh, Governor of
Nganhwei, who has impeached a long list
of department and district Magistrates for
deficiencies found in their accounts on
handing over charge to their successors.
His recommendations for the cashiering
and prosecution of the several individuals
are sanctioned.

(2) Yung 'Ts'iian, (late) Military Go-
vernor of the Ili territories, and Ying
Lien, Assistant Military Governor at Tar-
bagatai, memorialize reporting the sentence
they have pronounced in a trial held for
murder. In October last, they received a
despatch in the Manchu language from the
General commanding the contingent of
Solon Mauchus, giving the tenour of a
report received from one of his subordinate
commanders as follows :—On the 28th
September last, Uchala, the widow of
Nomén Tali, a soldier of the force, made
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statement to the effect that her son, named
E-lé-ngén-pu, who had been absent from
home since the 17th, was reported this day
by some people of the town to have been
killed by a gunshot wound by certain per-
sons at the reed lake to the west of the
city. The statement was reported to have
come from a man named I-bo-so. On
receipt of this information, a Chinese
named Chang Ho-fah was summoned, who
repeated the statement above given, adding
that on the afternoon of 23rd September
E-18-ngén-pu had left his shop in company
with a man named Mor-gén-tai, saying that
he was going to look for an individual
named Na-ch’in, since which time he had
not been seen. Na-ch’in was herenpon
summoned, and a musket was taken posses-
sion of in his house. Mor-gén-tai and
I-bo-so were also summoned and inter-
rogated, with the following results. Na-
ch’in confessed that : ‘‘ I-bo-so having told
me that deceased's wife was his niece, and
that if deceased could be put out of the
way, he could give me his niece in marriage,
in testimony whereof he cut off a lock of
her hair, which he gave me, 1 and Mor-
gén-tai inveigled deceased to a place south-
west of the city, and shot him there.”
Prisoner also delivered up the lock of hair
referred to. On the particulars coming
before the memorialist, Ying Lien, he
despatched a civilian functionary to hold
an inquest, the report of which is as
follows :—On proceeding to a point near
the reed-beds about 30 li south by west
from the city, accompanied by an officer of
the Solon troops, together with the relatives
of the deceased, and the witnesses in
the case, I -held a public inquest on the
remains of E-lé-ngén-pu. The evidence
shewed that deceased was 19 years of age.
He was of middle height, the colour of his
face yellow, the eyes mnearly closed, the
lips tightly shut. To the left side of the
chest a bullet-hole was discovered, measur-
ing nine-tenths of an inch in circumference.
The bullet had traversed the body, passing
out to the left of the spine, leaving a
wound of one and two-tenths of an inch in
circumference. The skin at the orifice was
gaping asunder in each case. The bones
broken were discoloured and black, and
there were marks of bleeding. A gunshot
wound had unquestionably been inflicted
during life, with fatal result, and no other
wound but that described was found upon
the body.” The report of the inquest
having been received, orders were given to
the Military Secretariat to institute a trial
of the case, when the following evidence
was taken. Uchala, deceased’s mother, de-

posed :—My son, being given to opium-
smoking on account of ill-health, was con-
stantly away from home. He went out on
the 17th September, and had been gone
several days, when I was told by the man
Chang that he had just heard E-lé-ngén-pu
had been shot. On the 22nd, I had gone
out to buy some physic for my daughter-in-
law, who was ill, and I knew nothing what-
ever about a lock of her hair having been
cut off. She got on well with her husband.
They never quarrelled.” (Note.—The
evidence of all the parties is given in col-
loquial Chinese, being probably a close
translation from the Manchu.) Na-ch'in
and the others were next separately sub-
jected to a searching interrogation, Na-ch’in
deposing as follows :—“I am a soldier of
the Solon force, and have long known the
deceased, I-bo-so, and Mor-gén-tai asfriends.
On the 22nd September, the two last-named
and myself were drinking together and
having a chat, and being persuaded by
I-bo-so that if his nephew-in-law could
be put out of the way, he would be
able to give me his niece to wife, I
went with Mor-gén-tai in his company to
deceased’s house. Both deceased and his
mother were away from home, and taking
advantage of this, I-bo-so said to his niece,
who seemed to be ill and was lying down,
that he wanted to cut off a lock of her hair
to give to me as a pledge, and that if
E-lé-ngén-pu could be put out of the way,
he would give her to me to wife. His
niece answered that she was afraid ; but
I-bo-so told her that she need not fear;
he would be answerable if anything hap-
pened. Upon this, he cut off a lock of her
hair and gave it to me. On the following
day I got Mor-gén-tai to help me, and we
inveigled E-lé-ngén-pu into joining us, un-
der pretence of going to Ili. At about
9 o’clock that evening, when we had got to
the reedbeds, I gave the horse to Mor-gén-
tai to hold, and shot E-1é-ngén-pu while he
was halting for a necessary purpose. The
bullet struck him in the chest, and he died
instantly. 1 had seen deceased’s wife but
once, and there had never been any im-
proper relations between us. Ihad promised
to give Mor-gén-tai a horse for lending a
hand in the business, but I have not given
it to him; and to I-bo-so I had promised
to give, but have not given, ten taels in
Russian paper money.” I-bo-so’s state-
ment, given in full, is to the same effect as
the preceding, with the addition that he
was angry with deceased for his dissipated
conduct, and that he was intoxicated when
he made the offer to Na-ch'in to give him
his niece in marriage if E-1é-gnén-pu could
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be put out of the way. He also stated
that he had intended giving Mor-gén-tai
half of the sum which Na-ch’in was to
have paid him in Russian notes.—De-
ceased’s wife, Kara Khalaki, deposed as
follows :—My husband smoked opium, and
used to be continually away from home.
My mother-in-law’s brother, I-bo-so, was
aware of this. All our family matters were
attended to by my uncle. On the 22nd
September, when my husband had been
away from home since the 17th, while I
was lying down, ill, at home, and my
mother-in-law had gone out to buy some
medicine for me and to try to fetch my
hushand home, my uncle, I-bo-so, came to
the house with Na-ch'in and Mor-gén-tai,
and wanted to cut off a lock of my hair to
give fo Na-ch'in as a pledge. If Na-ch’in
could put my husband out of the way, he
could give me to Na-ch'in to wife. I
replied that I was afraid of such a thing ;
but he told me not fear, he would be an-
swerable for anytling that might happen.
My uncle thereupon cut off alock of my hair
and gave it to Na-ch'in. Then they all went
away, and I was too ill to follow after them.
‘When my mother-in-law came back, as T
did not know whether there was any truth
in what they said about doing for my hus-
band, and I was afraid my uncle wounld be
angry with me, I did not venture to say
anything about it to her. T know nothing
about the way in which my uncle came to
propose to Na-ch'in that he should murder
my hushand. T never saw Na-eh’in but
ouce, and (heve never weve any improper
relations belween us.—Chang Ho-fab, a
native of Shonsi, at present keeping a shop
in Tarbagatai, deposed to the eivcumstances
wider  which  he was led to inform
decensed’s mother of Na-ch’in’s suspicious
movements.  The memorialists have to
submit that they have mno code of law to
refer to at Tarbagatai, nor any prison to
which to eommit the guilty parties in this
case. All they can do is to hand the pri-
soners over to their own military authorities
to be kept carefully in custody; and
they request that the Board of Punish-
ments may be commanded to pronounce the
sentences which should be passed upon the
three male prisoners and upon the wife of
deceased, for their respective shares in the
crime committed. They forward copies of
the evidence to the Board for consideration.
—Reseript : Let the Board of Punishments
consider and report. (N.B.—From the
curious statement as to the absence of all
institutions of a judicial nature, at Tar-
bagatai, eontained in the above memorial,
it would appear that the occupation of this

city for several years past as the head-
quarters of Yung Ts'iian’s seat of govern-
ment, (see Gazetfe of 25th September,
1874), has led to but little in the way of
internal organization.)

June 18th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the Censor Téng King-lin,
who has denounced a commandant of the
Banner force of Yiian-ming-yiian as having
leagued himself with fwo subordinate
officers for the purpose of embezzling sums
of money, due to the soldiers by way of
pay and gratuities. He adds that the com-
mandant aforesaid, who is connected by
marriage with the Prince of I, has made
the building of the Prince’s ancestral hall
a pretext for levying exactions upon the
pay of the soldiery of the various banners.
The Grand Secretary Pao Yiin and the
vice-President Tsung K'i are hereupon
commanded to institute a searching en-
quiry into the truth of these charges.

(2) The Governor of Hunan memorializes
reporting an outbreak excited by the mis-
conduct of an officer in charge of a lekin
station at Ch'ang-teh Fu. This is a point
of much commereial importance, owing to
its position on the highroad between Hupeh
and Kweichow and Yiinnan; and the
collector of the likin tax stationed there,
an expectant Prefect named Wu Sze-chung,
submitted a request some time ago for
sanction to put actively in force the rules
prevailing cenerally at other stations, re-
presenting himsélf as anxions to remedy the
falling off that had become perceptible in
the receipts.  Without, however, taking
counsel in any way with the Prefect and
District Magistrate, or calling a meeting of
the trading community, and explaining the
matter to them, he abruptly issued a pro-
clamation declaring the new system in force.
Under a misapprehension as to his inten-
tions in the matter, the dealers affirmed,
untruly, that he was raising the rates of
the impost, and that he was about to levy
a tax upon all shops and manual industries.
The rumours becoming more distorted as
they passed from mouth to mouth, a
general stoppage of business, to wait farther
news, took place on the 19th January
Jast ; and upon this the mendicants of the
town, being deprived of their usual resorts
for charity, beset the likin office to demand
relief. The mob being swollen by a con-
course of idlers and roughs, the doors and
windows of the likin office were forced
open 'by the crush, and advantage was
taken of the opportunity by the more law-
less individuals present to pillage the build-
ing. The mob dispersed on the arrival of
the city authorities to restore order, and

\.\
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on examination being made, it was found
that beside clothing and other property
belonging to the officials of the collectorate,
Tls. 10 in silver and 300 and odd strings of
cash had been carried off from the premises.
An official was despatched to the place from
the provincial capital so soon as news of
the outbreak was received, but a report
was received meanwhile from the likin
collector and the district Magistrate, stating
that order had been restored and that trade
had resumed its ordinary course on the
following day. It was reported, subse-
quently, that the traders of the city had
repaired the likin office at their own
expense, and also that ten or a dozen of
the rioters had been arrested and punished,
As regards the conduct of Wu Sze-chung,
he is condemned for manifestly improper
conduct in abruptly introducing a new
system without consulting the local autho-
rities or explaining matters to the trading
community. To maintain efficiency in the
collection of the tax was his bounden duty ;
but all that he was justified in undertaking
was to strive to give due effect to the
standing rules, not by any means to in-
troduce fresh imposts in excess of the
regulations, He has laid himself open to
chastisement, but as it has been reported
by the Prefect of Ch’ang-téh Fu that he
died from the results of illness on the 22nd
February, no farther proceedings are
necessary in his case. An officer has been
appointed to succeed to his vacant post.—
Rescript : It is noted.

(3) The Governor of Shensi memo-
rializes representing the impossibility
of bringing wup the amount collec-
ted at the Tung-kwan Custom-house

iﬁ % to the regulation standard, and

begging permission to continue the system
of accounting merely for the actual re-
ceipts. In answer to a memorial to the
same effect, presented by the late Go-
vernor, in the autumn of 1873, a report
was submitted b{‘ the Board of Revenue,
proposing that the exceptional state of
affairs should be extended only for a period
of three years longer; and to this the
Imperial assent was given. It has now,

however, been represented by the Intend- |

ant of the T'ung-kwan Custom-house that
the province is far from having recovered
from the effects of its complete devastation
by the Mahommedan rebellion, since the
outbreak of the insnrrection in 1862. The
silk manufactures of the South are imported
in very small quantities, whilst the transit
of drugs and tobacco from Sze-ch’wan aud
Kansuh is also cavied on to the most
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limited extont only. The prinei

upon which duties have bgcu cgli:::dplz;
lste years are the figured cottons and
similar goods in transit from Honan. Be-
tween April 1874 and April 1877 the
receipts have not exceeded Taels 2,700 to
Tuels 3,400 per anmum. The regulation
amount that should be yielded “at this
barrier, as seftled in 1746, is Tis. 17,974,
In the present condition of affuirs, however,
with warfare still in progress Leyond the
Wall, and both Shensi and Kansuh
continuing to suffer under the effects
of their recent disturbances, and with
likin taxes being levied, morcover, all
over the country, the capital needed to
embark in business is so considerable that
traders find themselves hampered to a
material degree. Shensi being traversed
in all directions by roads which lead to no
less than five adjoining provineces, whilst
merchandize on reaching the T’ung-kwan
barrier is required to pay both Customs’
and lekin duties, traders, who are compelled
to calculate to the closest fraction, take the
line of journey which exposes them to-the
lightest form of expenditure, and evasions
of the revenue collectorate by resorting
to circuitous routes are wundoubtedly
practised. For these reasons it is solicited
that the requirement to make up the regu-
lation amount of revenue be not enforced
until more prosperous times are reached.—
Rescript :  Let the Board of Revenue
consider and report.

(4) Sung Kwei, Imperial Resident at
Lassa, adds the following postscript to a
memorial not published :—The memorialist
would represent, in addition, that on the
appointment of fresh incumbents to the
post of Commissaries in Hlari, whom it is
customary at the expiry of each term of
office to relieve from the province of Sze-
ch'wan, application is always made before-
hand for the appointment of successors,
owing to the great distance from that pro-
vince at which the region of Tibet in ques-
tion is situated rendering it impossible
for the new incumbent to reach his post
within a year or more from the date of
appointment. Reports have now come to

hand from Chow Ts'in }ﬁ‘: = Clommissary
in Western Tibet, and K'i Che-wén Jis
%i , Commissary at Hlari, each stating

that he has been already two years ab his
post, and requesting, according to rule, that
the Government of Sze-ch’wan be called
upon to nominate a successor. Upon this

© the memorialist has to remark that Chow

Tg'in, the Commissary in Western Tibet,
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has shewn himself careful and attentive
in the conduct of affairs, and that he
thoroughly understands the disposition
of the natives ; whilst K'i Che-wén, the
Commissary at Hlari, is a man in the prime
of life and of marked intelligence, who has
displayed both assiduity and energy in the
discharge of his duties. Both these officials
have distinguished themselves, during their
incumbency of their several posts, by earnest
endeavours to secure the efficiency of the
public service, and by the uprightness of
their personal conduet, making themselves
beloved and respected by Chinese and
Tibetans alike. The memorialist has re-
ceived a communication from the
Yamén of Foreign Affairs, stating that
. Europeans have stipulated for entry into
Tibet ; and as the apprehensions excited in
different parts of the country among both
clergy and laity are not allayed, it is indis-
pensable that the officers filling the various
Commissaryships should be intelligent and
active persons, without which it would be
difficult to maintain the preservation of
authority and order. Were strangers to
be substituted in the incumbency of these
posts, the consequences might be danger-
ous. On mature reflection, the memorialist
sees no other course but to solicit that the
two officials in question may be left in their
present posts for another period of incum-
bency ; and he has communicated —:@;%

with the Governor-General of Sze-ch'wan
to this effect.—Rescript : Let the request
be acceded to. Let the Board concerned
take note.

June 19th.-—(Court Circular.) Wu T'ing-
fén—whose appointment to the rank of
Assistant Reader of the Grand Secretariat
was gazetted on the 13th instant—returned
thanks for the privilege bestowed upon
him, of wearing the button of the third
rank. .

The Governor of Kweichow memorializes
reporting that on the 12th May last the
military stores, situated on a rising-ground
outside the southern wall of the provincial
capital, were struck by lightning, when
the powder magazine within the enclosure
blew up with a terrific explosion, destroying
upwards of eighty houses in the meigh-
bourhood, killing one, and wounding six
persons, The value of the gunpowder and
arms destroyed is estimated at upwards of
Tls. 100,000. All the authorities, both
civili and military, were promptly on
the spot, but they were unable to ap-
proach the burning buildings while the
conflagration caused by the explosion
still lasted. Owing, happily, to the

elevated position and the isolation of
the stores, the flames did not spread to
any part of the inhabited neighbourhood.
The Governor can only feel conscious of his
own lack of moral excellence, through
which he has failed to induce the operation
of the beneficent and kindly powers of
Nature, in such wise as to guard against
the occurrence of a calamity of this
description. He submits a statement in full
of the amount of losses ; and he has given
orders for the proper bestowal of relief upon
the sufferers by the disaster.—Rescript :
Tt is noted. Let the Governor give orders
to his subordinates to bestow all proper
relief upon the sufferers, and to allow not
a single individual to be left in a destitute
condition.

June 20th.—(1) Ii Hoh-nien, Director
General of the Yellow River Works,
reports having held an inspection of
the four battalions of the Ho Piao
or brigade under his orders. This
force, stationed at and near Tsi-ning
Chow in Shantung, numbers at present,
after the reductions made, 1,613 men, and
49 officers. The performance of the soldiery
in evolutions, gingal, spear, shield, and
archery practice, and in turning warlike
somersaults, was of the most satisfactory
description.

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi forwards,
in a postseript memorial, a report from
Shén Pao-tsing, Taotai at Kiukiang, to the
following effect :—According to the usage
hitherto in force, it is customary to prepare
a list on yellow paper, setting forth the
particulars of the porcelain articles manu-
factured annually in bulk for the Imperial
use under the direction of the Kiukian,
Custom-house, in both the ‘polished”

and the ““round” categories ﬁ%%s

and also in compliance with special orders.
In the course of last year, it has now to be
stated, special orders were received for the
manufacture of 1,250 articles, consisting in
fish bowls, flower vases, and ornamental
jars, being the portion of the previous
year’s order which had not been ﬁ‘xecute:d :
and in addition to this, the following
articles were required on account of the
present year's supply, viz., 80 pieces o’f
¢ polished ” ware ; 1,240 pieces of *‘round”
ware ; and 9,300 pieces of ware of both
categories, appertaining to special orders
successively received. The total number
of articlgs, consisting in fish bowls, flower
vases, and ornamental jars, of the first
quality, is 11,838 pieces, which the Taotai
is about to despatch by steamer to Tientsin
in charge of a special officer, for deliveyr
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to the Porcelain Store of the Imperial
Household. In addition to the payment
of Tls. 10,000 which had been granted
on account of the cost of manufac-
ture, the balance remaining due, viz., Tls.
28,610.1.4.3, has been issued by the Taotai
from the extra revenue balances in the
Customs’ treasury.—The list submitted by
the Taotai is accordingly transmitted for
the Tmperial perusal.—Referred by rescript
for the information of the department con-
cerned. g

June 21st.—(1) A decree conferring ap-
pointments upon the successful competitors
for the tsin-sze degree, after undergoing the
final ordeal of the Palace examination. The
three individuals elassed as of the highest
category have already received nominations
to office. Of the remainder, about four-
fifths are invested with the rank of District
Magistrate, and are to be assigned to the
various provinces by drawing lots under
the direction of the Board of Civil Office.
The remainder are appointed to the ranks
of Secretary and Assistant Secretary in the
Metropolitan Boards.

(2) A decree based upon a memorial by
the Supervisor Kwoh Ts'ung-kii, who has
animadverted upon sundry instances of
disorderly conduct on the part of candidates
at the Literary Examinations. To such an
extent has this prevailed, indeed, that at
the recent Palace Examination itself, the
graduates scrambled for the blank essay
forms, and allowed themselves to behave
in an uproarious and scandalous manner.
The Board of Ceremonies is commanded to
cause a warning notification to be issued
beforehand, on future occasions, requiring
implicit obedience to the provisions of the
law, and prohibiting any repetition of such
conduct, under penalty of severe chastise-
ment in case of transgression. The Literary
Chaneellors of the various provinces are
desired, moreover, to warn students gene-
rally against indulgence in the tendency
to riotous outbreaks, which have been
manifested on more than one occasion of
late at various provincial and prefectural
examinations.

June 22nd.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-
General of the Two Kiang, who has solicited
the cashiering of two expectant District
Magistrates within his jurisdiction, for the
faults, respectively, of pronouncing foolish
judicial decisions and of laxity in the
enforcement of official discipline.

(2) A decree ordaining, at the request
of the Governor-General above-mentioned,

that Twan K'i EE @, the present Grain
Intendant of the province of Kiangsi,

may exchange post with Wu She-hiung

LY, Taotai of the Si-chow Intend.
ancy in northern Kiangsu.

(3) The acting Governor-General of Sze-
chwan memorializes reporting the trial of
an appeal case referred back from Peking
for rehearing, by decree dated the Gth
May, 1876. The appellant, a man named
P'u Tien-yung, had complained to the
effect that his brother had been murdered
by an individual named Chao Ta-chih, and
that the latter had bribed the authorities
to misrepresent the case and obtain
immunity. Appellant has now confessed
that he had no foundation for the state-
ments contained in his appeal, which was
prompted by grief for the loss of his
brother, who is proved to have met his
death in consequence of a wound inflicted
as was stated at the trial originally held.
The appellant is absolved from the offence
of bringing a calumnious charge, in con-
sideration of the above facts, and has been
sentenced to receive 50 stripes, as the legal
penalty for presenting his appeal to the
higher tribunal without in the first instance
addressing himself to the proper authorities.
The person he has complained against, who
is shewn to have made use of harsh lan-
guage to the murdered man, is sentenced
to forty stripes under the statute against
general wrongdoing, in its mitigated section.
—Reseript : Let the Board of Puhishments
consider and report hereupon.

June 23rd.—A Decree. We have received
from Tso Tsung-t'ang his report of the parti-
culars, in detail, of the recapture of the city
of Turfan by a concerted movement on the
part of his army. In the third moon
(April—May), Chang Yao and other divi-
sional commanders having combined their
forees for a forward movement, proceeded by
swift marches along different lines of route
from Hami and Barkoul, taking the rebel
entrenchments as they advanced, and
capturing by assault the towns of
Ch'ikhténgmu and Pidjan. Under favour
of these victories, other points along the
line were successively taken, and immense
numbers of prisoners were taken and be-
headed. The main body of the insurgents,
being unable to maintain their ground,
retreated in a northwesterly direction
toward Turfan; whereupon the troops
were drawn together for a combined attack,
and the cavalry and infantry forces having
been pushed forward simultaneously, both
the Manchu and the Chinese cities of
fan were captured. The Mahommedans
who submitted themselves were allowed to
revert to peaceful avocations. The com-
binations devised by Tso Tsung-t'ang evince



a judicious strategy, and the rapid execu- |

tion by Chang Yao and his colleagues of the
plans adopted for the offensive has been at-
tended with successful results. It is fitting
that rewards be meted out to the officers who
have distinguished themselves on this
oceasion. We bestow upon Chang Yao,
[whose actual office is] General-in-chief of
the land forces of Kwantung, the first
degree of the sixth order of hereditary
nobility.
piao and Sun Kin-piao, we confer the in-
signia of the first degree of official rank.
Upon Sung Hien-shéng and Ho Yii-chao
we bestow the distinction of the Yellow
Jacket,—Three pages of distinctions for
subordinate officers down to the rank of
captain, here ensue; and authority is
given, in the customary terms, to make
further recommendations in favour of offi-
cers and men who have claims to distine-
tion and reward.

(2) A Decree. Let Sung Shéng-p'ing
4 B MZF- succeed to the post of Brigadier-

post of Brig

General of the Yang-kiang command in
Kwangtung.

(3) Yii Luh, Governor of Nganhwei,
memorializes referring to the re-opening
of the Custom-houses of Wu-hu and Féng-
yang, which took place on the 2lst July
last year, as previously reported. The
Taotai in gharge of the Féng-yang Custom-
liouse now reports that during the seven
months ending 12th February, 1877, the
total amount collected at that point was
no more than Tls, 13,300 and odd, which,
after defraying the wages due to the clerks
and employds at the various barriers, left
no balance worth mentioning in hand.
As, moreover, the buildings appertaining
to the Custom-house had entirely dis-
appeared owing to the rebellion in past
years, it has been necessary to go to some
extent in rebuilding upon the old sifes,
and the Taotai has done his best, in the
absence of public funds available for the
purpose, to manage advances for this work,
payable by instalments in future years.
In forwarding the Taotfai’s report, the
Governor adds that he has desired his
subordinate to devote unremitting attention
to the promotion of efficiency in the
collectorate under his charge, with a view
to the augmentation of the amount of
duties collected for the benefit of the
Exchequer.

June 24th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from Ngéh-léh-ho-pu, Military
Assistant Governor at Uliasutai, who has
denounced an officer of the Imperial Guard,

of the first rank, nained Hino Shun, for |

On the two Generals, Liu Chan- |
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levying ““squeezes” from the Mongol
tribes. It appears that on Hiao Shun
having been sent on a mission into
Mongolia, to offer a funeral libation in
honour of the deceased bei-fsze T'ung-karh
K’éwach’ir, he made daily demands upon
the people of the tribe, after reaching their
pasturage-ground, for rolls of cloth and
payments of money. When the time for
the ceremony had arrived, he called upon
them to furnish supplies of clothing, money,

| and other things, saying, indeed, that if

these were not provided the libation cere-
mony should not be performed. He only
proceeded with it on being furnished with
money, silks, satins, ete., by the nobles of the
banner. On his passage through the territory
of the Kharch’in, moreover, he exacted at
each posting-station supplies of sheep, etc.,
which he converted into money payments.
For such acts of scandalous rapacity, a severe
%ir;alty is imperatively called for. Let
ino Shun be forthwith cashiered, and
handed over to the Board for punighment.
Let him also be required to make restitu-
tion of the articles and amounts exacted
from the various banners of the Mongols.

(2) The Governor of Kwangsi memorializes
with reference to the permission recently
granted to Féng Tsze-ts’ai, General-in-chief
of Kwangsi, to proceed to Peking for an
audience of his Majesty. The commands
received, he observes, should be immediately
obeyed ; but it has to be represented that
the borders of Liu-chow-fu, the prefecture
within which the General-in-chief has his
head-quarters, are still infested with scat-
tered bands of the revolters or brigands of
Kweichow, and moreover that the measures
contingent upon the insurrection fomented
by the graduate Lan Shéng-ts'ui in the
Ma-p‘ing district of the same prefecture,
which has but lately been suppressed, still
require continued attention. The prestige
and unequalled experience of Féng Tsze-
ts’ai are essential to the success of the
administrative measures in progress ; and
the Governor submits that, as he can 11l be
spared under present -circumstances, his
journey to Peking should be deferred.—
For rescript see Gazette of bth inst.

June 25th.—(1) A decree ordering the
presentation in personal audience on succes-
sive days, one at a time, of the twenty-
three officers of the Imperial Guard who
have been noted with distinguished com-
mendation by the Commissioners who have
lately passed in review the military officers
of the capital. ©

(2) The Dirvector-Cieneral of the Grain
Transport memorializes reporting that the
whole fleet of grain junks proceeding
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northward along the Grand Canal had passed
the boundary of Kiangsu into Shantung on
the 28th May.

June 26th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial jointly presented by Shén Pao-
chén, Governor-General of the Two
Kiang, and by the Governor-General and
Governor of I'uhkien, who have requested
that the officer at present acting as Magis-
trate of the Department of Haichow in
northern Kiangsu, by name Lin Ta-ts'iian

Ts{( ;g ;ﬁ, may be transferred on probation
to fill the newly created post of Prefect of

North Formosa. The application is acceded

to.

(2) Tsai Pih, Tmperial Superintendent of
the Eastern Mausolea, memorializes report-
ing the result of the inspection he has in-
stituted on taking office. He has carefully
examined the lists of the gold and silver
vessels, the ornaments, altar furniture,
hangings, etc., appertaining to each of the
Mausolea, and found all to be in order;
but it has to be noted that at the Yii Ling
(the burial place of the Emperor K'ien
Lung), it 1s recorded in the list of
appurtenances and images deposited in
the upper storey of the chapel on the
east side of the Lung Ngén Throne Hall,
that in the 45th year of the reiom Klien
Lung (1780), His Majesty ordered the stair-
case to be taken away and never again to be
replaced.  For this reason, the memorialist
has not been able to caze at the contents of
the upper room; but he is in receipt of
vouchers from the officials in  cluwge
deelaring all to be in comnlete ovder. The
oxen and sheep which are tended in the
enclosure appertaining to the Board of
Ceremonies, and reserved for sacrificial
purposes, are in full and correct number ;
and the monies and grain respectively
deposited in the Treasury and the Pawn-
shop of Everlasting Supply, and the
Granary bearing the same designation, as
well as the materials stored at the Stone
Gateway on account of the Board of
Works, are all forthcoming without de-
ficiency, in agreement with the stamped
vouchers which have been handed overto the
memorialist. The guard duty incumbent
upon the soldiery of the HBight Banners
and of the detachments of troops of. the
regular Chinese army, in patrolling the
neighbourhood of the Mausolea, the Lung
Fuh Sze temple, and the temporary resting
place of their late Majesties’ remains, is all
duly performed ; the trees planted for the
regulation of the Invisible Influences
(fing shui) are well grown and flour-
ishing, and the neighbourhood is in
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a peaceful condition—all of which is re-
verently submitted for the information of
their Majesties the Empresses and His
Majesty the Emperor,

(8) Tslin-k'i, Superintendent of Customs
at Canton, memorializes reporting his re-
turn to his post, on the expiry of his period
of mourning. Having had audience of
leave on the 24th March, he embarked ag
Ticntsin on board one of the steamers
of the China Merchants’ Company, and
reached Canton on the 3rd May, whereupon
the seals of his office were transmitted to
him by the Governor-General, who had
lield charge of his post during his absence.
He has to remark that the coast line placed
under the administration of the Custom
House at Canton is of very wide extent,
and that even under normal circumstances
the task of maintaining close and effective
supervision is not an easy one. There exist,
in addition, the ports of Canton, Swatow,
Hongkong, and Macao, which for many years
have been of importance as points of foreign
trade, and, in consequence of this, the
collection of foreign and native duties, the
provision of funds for Peking and for
subsidies to other provinces, and the
maintenance of a righrous supervision over

| lhe staff employed and the prevention of

. almses, are matters in which interests of

serions magnitude are involved. K’iung-
chow and Pakhoi have of late been added
to the number of open ports, and the
collectorate of both foreign and native
Customs’ duties has been simultaneously
introduced. The memorialist promises to
apply himself with all his efforts to the
discharge of his duty, in consultation
with the provineial high authorities,
making it his aim to secure the cheerful
submission of Chinese and foreigners alike,
and to cause harmony to prevail on either
gide.

(4) The office of Gendarmerie memori-
alizes forwarding an appeal lodged by
Ts'in Wén-chén, a native of Kiang-peh
T'ing in Szech’'wan, complaining of acts of
pillage and murder committed there. Ap-
pellant states as follows :—*“ I am a native
of Kiang-peh T’ing, under the prefecture
of Ch'ung-K'ing Fu in Sze-ch’'wan, and am
aged 49. I live at Hwang-tu Po in the
sub-Prefecture aforesaid, and am a bamboo-
seller by trade. In the third moon of last
year (April, 1876), certain villains named
Ch'én Tsze-ch’un, ete., banded thcmsel?gs
together with the lawless offenders Ch'én
I-ho and others, to the number of several
thousands, and made an attack, fully armed,
upon the village I live in. They burnt
down the dwellings of the villagers,



88

[June 26—30.

pillaged their goods and chattels, and
murdered a number of persons. My own
house was burnt down, and my property in
money and other effects carried off. My
brother, Ts’in Wén-fuh, was carried away
and put to death by the attacking party,
and after murdering him they hacked
his body in pieces and cast them into
the river. My cousin, Tung Ta-shun,
who was returning from a journey with
200 taels in money about him, fell in
with the same band, and was robbed and
murdered in a similar manner. Certain
persons, whose names are given, can testify
to these facts. I presented a petition at
the Prefecture, but without obtaining an
order for enquiry into the case. Tung
Ta-shun’s brother having subsequently
lodged a complaint, it was referred to the
sub-Prefect, but enquiry was stifled through
the machinations of the guilty parties. I
next proceeded in company with my
murdered cousin’s brother to lodge peti-
tions with the Lieutenant-Governor and
the Judicial Commissioner of the pro-
vince, and also with the Governor-General,
but in neither case was action taken
upon them. When the Imperial Com-
missioner Li [Han-chang] arrived in
Szech'wan, we presented a complaint to
him as he was passing in his chair, and he
was good enough to transmit it officially to
the Governor-General, but, notwithstand-
ing this, no orders were issued to the lower
tribunals or reply vouchsafed to us.
Under these circumstances the only resource
left, in the hope of obtaining justice, has
been to resort with an appeal to Peking.”
The usual summary is appended, and a
rescript, referring the appeal in the cus-
tomary manner for provinecial engquiry,
appellant being sent back in custody to the
province as the regulations provide, has
already been published.

June 27th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from Mei K'i-chao, the newly
appointed Governor of Chehkiang, who has
denounced the expectant Prefect Chao
Pao-shén, a member of the Embankment
Board, for defalcations in the following
amounts, viz., Taels 960, dollars 39,000,
and cash 40,000 and odd, which, notwith-
standing repeated orders, he has continued
to allege various pretexts for delaying to
account for. It is ordered that he be made
a prisoner and imprisoned pending pro-
ceedings for the recovery of the amounts
due, enquiry being instituted to ascertain
whether the deficiencies are attributable
to embezzlement or to malversation, and
punishment inflicted according to law.
The property of the delinquent situated at

his home in Kiangsu is furthermore to be
sequestrated.

(2% A Decree. Let Li Shu-pao, Prefect
of Shun-k'ing Fu, in Sze-ch’wan; Wén
T'ing-shén, Prefect of P’ing-loh Fu, in
Kwangsi ; and Yang Tao, Prefect of Hing-
ngan Fu, in Shensi, vacate their posts and
be sent to the Board for presentation in
audience.

(3) Wu Yiian-ping, Governor of Kiang-
su, memorializes extolling the conduct of
a lady surnamed Chao, concubine to Yii
Ying-fah, a literary licentiate of the Yung-
ch’éng district, in Shantung. Her husbhand
having died in 1836, when she was 28 years
of age, she vowed herself to a life of chaste
widowhood, and after the death of the wife
of her husband’s son by his duly wedded
wife, she brought up their offspring, her
grandsons, who are now, to the number of
three, holding minor offices in different pro-
vinces. Another exemplar of female virtue
is at the same time to belauded in the
person of Li-she, who was wedded as con-
cubine to Yii Hien-che, another grandson
of Yii Ying-fah, who held office as Dis-
trict Magistrate of Lung-ts’iian, in Chéh-
kiang. This official died in 1865, from the
effects of an illness contracted during a
tour of inspection of the famine-stricken
portions of his district, and his concubine,
then aged 27, declared that she would not
survive her lord, and remained for three
days after his decease without taking
nourishment. At length, having made an
effort to rise and perform the mourning
rites of prostration, she threw herself
weeping on the ground, when blood issued
from her mouth, and she breathed her last.
A mark of Imperial approbation for the
virtuous devotion severally manifested in
each of these cases is solicited by the
Governor.—Granted by rescript.

June 28th.—N o documents of importance.

June 29th.—(1) A Decree. Let Ho Yao-

lun” ﬁ i% %ﬁ;ﬁ succeed to the post of

Prefect of Shun-k’'ing Fu, in Sze-ch’wan.

(2 and 3) Chang P'ei-lun, Assistant
Reader of the Hanlin College, memorializes
submitting his views on the subject of the
proper place to be assigned, in the Temple
of the Imperial Ancestry, to the tablets of
their Majesties lately deceased. For re-
seript see Glazetfe of 12th inst.

No other documents of importance.

June 30th.—(1) A Decree. The House-
hold memorializes Us stating that Kwang
Ying, lately appointed to the post of a
Superintendent of Manufactures, is in ill-
health, which gives no prospect of speedy
recovery, and a fresh appointment is on

[



Juxe 30.]

89

this account solicited. Let Wan Shun
E ﬂﬁ go as Superintendent of the Manu-
factory at Soochow. .

(2) A decree based upon a memomal from
Tsing Kwoh-ts'tian, Governor of Shansi,
who has lately taken up his office in that
province as successor to Pao Yiian-shén.
He reports, in continuation of the state-
ments laid before the Throne by the late
Governor with reference to the famine
with which the province has been afflicted,
and the measures taken to afford relief from
the stores of grain on hand, that, following
upon the entire failure of last autumn’s
harvest, drought has again prevailed
throughout the first half of the current
year, and it has been impossible to sow
the ground for the autumn crops. In view
of the great numbers of persons who will
be dependent upon the distribution of
relief for their support, the stores of grain
will not suffice to meet the demands upon
them, and it is urgently necessary to devise
measures for providing a further supply.
The request preferred is acceded to, and
the Governor is authorized to appropriate
a sum of Tls. 200,000 from the amount
previously allotted for remittance to Peking,
on account of the metropolitan expenditure,
and to employ it in purchasing grain for
distribution in the afflicted districts under
official superintendence. The various local
authorities are to be required to take active
and efficient measures to ensure the relief
being equably distributed, and to allow not
a single individual to be left in a destitute
condition., Report is farther to be made
respecting the remissions or postponements
of taxation which should be granted in the
various districts affected.

(3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of
Chihli, memorializes representing the sum-
total of the contributions raised in the
province, under sanction obtained by a
previous application from the memorialist,
on behalf of the population afflicted by the
famine of last year in the region under his
jurisdiction. The amounts collected to the
end of April, 1877, including large sums con-
tributed by officials in other provinces, are as
follows :—In silver, Tls. 163,617.5.6.7.5.6 ;
in copper cash, 25,962 strings of Tientsin
currency, equivalent, at the exchange of
3,500 cash per tael, to Tls. 7,417.9.8.5.7.1.3 ;
in rice, 500 piculs, equivalent, at Tls, 2.5
per picul, to Tls. 1,250 ; in millet, piculs
5,623.8, equivalent, at TL. 1.8 per picul, to
Tls. 10,122.8 ; in Barbadoes’ millet, piculs
4,270, equivalent, at TL 1.5 per picul, to
Tls. 6,406.3 ; and in clothing, 25,530 pieces,
valued at T1. 1 each. The total amount
thus contributed is Tls. 214,344.7. This

includes the amounts of Tls. 60,000 sub-
scribed by the officials. of Hupeh, and
Tls. 6,000 by the Taotai at Kiukiang
which have already been reported to the
Throne. The funds thus collected have
been disbursed from time to time in relief
to the afflicted population of Chihli and of
the government of Shun-tien Fu (the
region surrounding Peking.) Further re-
port will be made hereafter of the sums
not carried into the account made up to
the middle of April; and meanwhile the
customary steps are taken to enable the
Boards to propose the appropriate rewards
and distinctions upon the wvarious sub-
seribers, according to the standing regula-
tions.—Rescript : It is noted.

(4) In a postseript memorial, the
Governor-General Li Hung-chang observes
that, in a former representation on the
subject of the services rendered by the
members of his staff in transactions con-
nected with foreign affairs, the name of
Ts'ien Yung-tséng ﬁ -"%‘- fﬁ , a titular
expectant assistant Secretary of the Board
of Revenue, was included, on whose behalf
he had solicited the bestowal of a superior
degree of the same description of rank,
with immediate appojntment to substantive
office. To this the LBuard of Civil Office
had objected on the ground that the regu-
lations do not admit of functionaries of
this class, if mot Manchus, who have
distinguished  themselves by services
rendered in the provinces, being recom-
mended for actual appointments ab
Peking ; and the Board memorialized
asking that he be required to propose
a different form of reward for the in-
dividual in question. It is the memo-
rialist’s duty to take action in obedience to
the commands received ; and he has now to
state, with reference to Ts'ien Yung-tséng,
the subject of the present application,
that he is a trustworthy and experienced
public servant, distinguished by both care-
fulness and intelligence, and thoroughly
versed in administrative affairs. I_:[B ‘has
for a length of time rendered meritorious
service by his diligence in connection with
international business ; and when he accom-
panied the memorialist last year to Chefoo,
the assistance he rendered in dealing with
important questions of public policy was
more than ever valuable. It is now pro-
posed that he may be transferred to the
list of expectant Department Magistrates,
and placed on a provincial list to awaitb
appointment, and also that he may have
conferred upon him the brevet rank of
Prefect. —Reseript :—Be it as 18 proposed.
Let the Board of Civil Office take note.
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(N.B.—The individual referred to above is
understood to have filled for a number of
years a post in the Governor-General's
service corresponding in some measure to
that of private secretary. He has dis-
charged, in particular, the duty of draught-
ing the memorials addressed to the Throne
by the Governor-General with reference to
foreign affairs ; and in general he has filled
a position somewhat similar to that which
was occupied by the Governor-General
himself, a quarter of a century ago, on the
staff of Tséng Kwoh-fan.)

July 1st.—(1) Ch’ung How, acting Go-
vernor General of Shéng-king, with his
colleagne Ming Ngan, Vice-President at
the head of the Moukden Board of Punish-
ments, memorializes reporting the result of
a trial held in the case of an Tmperial
clansman named Ming Hai, accused of
causing the death of a Buddhist priest
named Wang Sing-tsing by stabbing. The
case goes back to 1870, in the autumn of
which year, it appears, the priest Wang

roposed to an acquaintance named Lin
giang that they would combine to open a
gambling house at Moukden, which they
forthwith proceeded to do. Wang provided a
brass bowl, which he had had in his posses-
sion, and one hundred dominoes, each of
which was to be reckoned, [for gaming
purposes], at 1000 current cash ; and Lin
Siang having got ready a table, benches, and
other appurtenances, the establishment was
opened the same day. Lin Siang acted as

croupier ﬁﬁﬁ ﬁ, and Wang under-

took the task of passing round the bowl
and collecting the dominoes. Persons, by
name unknown, were in the habit of
coming in daily to gamble, and up to the
day on which the accused was apprehended
on the charge of murder, the keepers of
the table made a profit of from 10 to 30
tiao of current cash per diem. On the 2nd
October, 1870, three Imperial clansmen,
viz., one named Sung T'ien, Ming Hai, who
was under conviction for an offence com-
mitted, and Ming Shén, since deceased,
came in one after the other to do some bet-
ting. Shortly afterwards, the bowl being
with Sung T’ien, he was a loser to the ex-
tent of four dominoes ; but the priest Wang
believed that the number was in reality
five. When the bowl was lifted, Sung Tien
concealed one of the dominoes, where-
upon an altercation arose between himself
and Wang, the latter exclaiming. * You
and your yellow-red girdle! All yon are
fit for is to swindle ! You never think of
acting decently !’ (N.B.—The allusion to
the colour of the Imperial elansman’s girdle

implies that he was a man disgraced for
misconduet.) High words continued be-
tween the two, until Wang, drawing a
double-barrelled foreign pistol, loaded and
capped it, and was about to fire at Ming
Hai. The latter, fearing he was about to
get the worst of it, snatched up a sharp-
pointed knife, and made a threatening
plunge with it in the direction of Wang,
the result being that the latter was stabbed
in the abdomen, and fell down with a loud
cry, dying shortly afterwards from the effects
of the wound. An alarm being given by de-
ceased's mother, the parties were taken into
custody, and sundry trials have been held,
the result of which has been unsatisfactory.
A special court has now been convened by
the memorialist’s orders, at which a Secre-
tary of the Board of Punishments has pre-
sided, with the local Superintendent of the
TImperial clansmen acting as Assessor. Ming
Hai is sentenced to death by strangulation,
according to statute, for the act of
murder in the course of a personal en-
counter of which he is proved guilty,
and to be confined in the Prison of the
Clan Court pending confirmation of his
sentence. The keeper of the gambling
table, Lin Siang, and the other individuals
concerned, are respectively sentenced to
bastinadoing and temporary banishment,
according to law.—Referred by rescript for
the consideration of the Imperial Clan
Court. )

(2) Yian Pao-héng, a senior vice-
President of the Board of Punishments,
memorializes referring to the tokens
of Imperial favour which were bestow-
ed, on four different occasions during
the two late reigns, upon his grandmother,
in whose honour, moreover, a monument
commemorating her arrival at the age of
100 years was erected. In December, 1873,
while holding the post of Commissary
General for the supplies of the Army in
Kansuh, he received three months’ leave of
absence from his late Majesty, to enable
him to pay his grandmother a visit ; and
both memorialist and all his household are
penetrated with boundless gratitude for the
distingunished favours they have enjoyed.
In August, 1875, memorialist’s grandmother
died at the family home, as was duly re-
ported at the time by the Governor of
Honan. During the two years that have
elapsed since then, no steps have been taken
toward interment of the remains, owing to
unsatisfactory circumstances connected with
the burial ground ; but it has been declared
by the geomancers that the sixth moon of
the present year will be a favourable time
for completing this ceremony. Memorialist
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has to submit that his late father, Yiian
Kia-san, formerly Director-General of tl}e
Grain Transport, died in 1863 whilst in
command of the forces at Ch'én-chow,
whilst his two uncles and two brothers
likewise died within a few years after-
wards. He is the senior of the family
at present, and as such, the duty of attend-
ing to the funeral rites devolves upon l}un
self. His family home, at Hiang-ch’éng
Hien, in Honan, is 2,000 li from Peking,
and can be reached in twenty days’ journey.
He entreats therefore that he may have two
months’ congé to enable him to repair to
his home, and discharge the duty that is in
cumbent upon him.—Rescript, sanctioning
the application, already published.

July 2nd.—(1 and 2) Ting Pao-chéng,
newly appointed Governor-General of Sze-
ch’wan, memorializes reporting his arrival
at Chéng-tu Fu on the 3rd May, and his
assumption of office six days later; and
‘Wéng kéh, the late acting incumbent of
the post, similarly reports his having
handed over the seals of office on the 19th
May, and his being about to take his
departure for Peking to have audience, as
he has been commanded by decree.

July 3rd.—(1) The Prince of Kung, as
Captain-General of the Plain White Banner
of the Manchu force, memorializes solicit-
ing a manifestation of the Imperial favour
on behalf of the mother of Ngén Ch’éng, a
senior Vice-President of the Board of Civil
Office, who has reached the age of ninety-
seven, and who is remarkable for the vigour
her constitution still displays as well as for
the correctness of her conduct throughout
life. Her son, being a member of the
Banner in question, has submitted the
needful particulars required by regulation
under such circumstances.—For rescript
see Glazetle of June 15th.

(2) Wén Che, Superintendent of the
Tmperial manufactory at Soochow, memo-
rializes reporting the measures taken in
execution of the order for Lhirty-five jade-
stone seals, as reported in the Gazette of
the 3rd November last. Great difliculty
has been experienced in procuring the re-
quisite materials for 82 of these seals, which
have now been forwarded to Peking; and
three still remain to be cut.

(3) Wén Lin, Superintendent of the
Hwai-ngan Custonms, reports that the amount
of duty on Opium collected at the Hwai-
ngan and Suh-chow barriers during the
period from 13th March, 1875, to May
10th, 1877, being two years and two
months, was Tls. 12,934.0.1, which amount
has been transmitted to the Board of
Revenue.

July 4th.—(1) A Decree. T'u-mi
has memorialized Us stating that h:zu:}g(;ilj
plaint gives no hope of speedy recovery,
and entreating permission to vacate his
post and return to his Banner to attend to
the care of his health. We permit him
accordingly to vacate his office as Brigade-
General of the left wing of the Manchu
garrison of Si-ngan Fu. On the arrival of
Kwang K’o, let him hand over the seal of
office of Manchu General-in-Chief, of which
he is temporarily in charge.

(2) The Censor Téng K'ing-lin memo-
rializes accusing Wén Chung, commandant
of a division of the Banner troops stationed
at Yiian-ming Yiian, of peculation and
extortion in connection with the issue of
the pay to the soldiery under his control.
Two other officers are stated to be in
league with him ; and under one pretext
or another the three are shewn to have
diverted to their own uses considerable
suins which should have been issued to the
tror;lps.—For rescript see Gazette of June
18th. )

(3) The acting Governor of Shantung
memorializes reporting the arrival of the
advanced detachment of the inland grain-
fleet of the present year, 430 all told, at
Yih Hien, the first station of the Grand
Canal within the limits of his juris-
diction, on the 2Ist May. The entire
fleet having arrived by degrees, the whole
number passed the boundary into Shan-
tung by 4 p.m. on the 28th, and proceeded
on their voyage northwards.

July 5th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the Governor-General and
Governor of Fuhkien, who have reported
the occurrence of disastrous floods at Foo-
chow, laying portions of the city under
water and causing great distress among the
population. The sufferings which are thus
reported are most profoundly to be deplored.
The Governor-General and his colleague
are commanded to devise all necessary mea-
sures with the local authorities under their
orders, for affording relief, and to allow
not a single individual to remain destitute.
Report of the steps that are taken, includ-
ing the purchase of rice for distribution to
those in need, is to be made without delay,
in order to alleviate the Imperial anxiety.

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial
from Ting Pao-chéng, the newly appointed
Governor-General of Szech'wan, soliciting
the bestowal of a title of honour upon a
local river god who has afforded assistance
in time of need, and also that memorial
tablets be conferred upon h!f} PM_Of
worship. The deity in question, having
supernaturally intervened, in answer to
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prayer, on behalf of the irrigation of the
country around Ch’eng-tu Fu, which is en-
tirely dependent upon the water supply
derived from the local conduit system, is
entitled to reverent gratitude. The memo-
rial tablets applied for are ordered to be
prepared in the usual manner, and the
Board of Ceremonies is commanded to
consider and report with reference to the
addition of a title of honour.

(3) A Decree. Let the Colonel-Adjutant,

Siu Pén ﬁ )'&EE, succeed to the post of

Brigade-General of the left wing of the
nchu garrison of Si-ngan Fu.

(4) The Censor Kwoh Ts'ung-kii me-
morializes drawing attention to disorderly
conduct on the part of graduates at recent
examinations. He represents that when
the graduates of the examination lately
concluded at Peking were assembled within
the Imperial precincts on the 2nd June
last for the Palace competition, before the
preliminary ceremony of prostrations was
completed, they sprang to their feet in
wild confusion, and began to scramble for
the blank essay forms. The Secretary of
the Board of Ceremonies, who was in
attendance, in endeavouring to quell the
riotous proceeding and to keep possession
of the papers, had the back of his hand
lacerated by the finger-nails of the con-
tending graduates. Such want of re-
verence as this for the Imperial halls has
surely never before been displayed by the
lettered class! The example must un-
doubtedly have been set, in the first
instance, by one or two persons, but it was
followed by the entire assemblage, without
a thought of the place where such conduct
was indulged in, or of the station occupied
by the individuals who were guilty of this
unseemly brawling. The Censor recalls
other instances in which, at various ex-
aminations held in the provinces of late
years, the students have been guilty of
riotous conduet ; and he solicits a Decree
enjoining a stricter maintenance of dis-
cipline upon the educational functionaries
throughout the Empire.—For reséript see
Guazette of June 21st.

(5) Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian, lately appointed
Governor of Shansi, memorializes report-
ing his arrival at the provincial capital on
the 4th June last, and his assumption on
the same day of the seal of office.

July 6th.—No documents of importance.

July Tth.—(1) A Decree. We bestow
upon Ngéh-'rh-k'ing-éh, the brevet rank of
Manchu Brigade-General, and we appoint
him Commandant of the troops at Ku-

ch’éng (Guchen.) Let Ts’'ung Chih %ﬁg

succeed him in the office of Bri i
General of Liang-chow. Henile

(2) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General
of Kansuh, etc., memorializes with re-
ference to the inspection of the officers of
the established forces, termed the /in
chéng Eﬁ, which, according to regula-
tion, should be held once in five years.
The last period was in 1872, and instruc-
tions have been received from the Board of
‘War directing that it be proceeded with
this year in Kansuh. The Governor-
General represents that as a consequence
of the campaign but lately concluded
against the insurgents in Kansuh and
Shensi, and the active operations now in
progress beyond the Wall, the arrange-
ments as regards military appointments are
necessarily so irregular as to make com-
pliance with the standing regulations
impossible for the present. He requests
that the quinguennial scrutiny may be
postponed until the next recurring period.
—~Granted by reseript.

(3) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General
of the Two Kiang, memorializes with re-
ference to the importance of Sii-chow Fu,
in northern Kiangsu, as an administrative
division. From the days of antiquity, this
region has been a nursery of brave and in-
dependent characters, and from the middle
period of the Ming dynasty (15th century
A.D.)tothe present time, the characterof the
population has been marked by a tendency
to brigandage and disorder, fostered by the
opportunities held forth to the people at
the commencement of the period in question,
of abandoning the pursuits of agriculture
and betaking themselves to employments in
connection with the grain transport service.
Whilst in former times this service enabled
the Government to furnish lucrative em-
ployment to the people, the region has
remained, since the rebellion, in a condi-
tion of complete disorganization, the grain- '
junks having been destroyed by either
violence or natural decay, and the Yellow
River having changed its course, moreover,
to a more northern outlet. The drought
and consequent scarcity of last year, with
their attendant evils, have been followed by
a plague of locusts, which has reduced the
population to absolute destitution and
misery. Although measures for the relief
of the distressed population have been
instituted by the Governor-General, in con-
junction with his colleagues and with the
notables and traders, not more than one or
two gases in the hundred, or even thousands,
have been reached in this manner, although
the amount contributed from public and
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private sources has been upwards of Tls.
1,000,000. A further plague of locusts 18
now threatened, and if this should actually
take place, the autumn harvest cannot be
depended upon. In these distressing cireum-
stances, the necessity for bold and capable
public functionaries makes itself felt, and
the Governor-General is anxious to effect
a change in the Intendantship of t}m Sii-
chow Circuit. The present Taotai, Wu
She-hiung, is an extremely intelligent man,
and one, moreover, who is well versed in
local knowledge and familiar with the
ecircumstances of the people. His range of
capacity is not, however, adapted to his
position,—it is that of the fine needle
rather than of the broad axe. An official
of a different order is Twan K'i, at present
holding the office of Grain Intendant of
Kiangsi, who has served for a length of
time in divers capacities under the Gov-
ernor-Geeneral, and who has been employed
on a variety of special missions. He has
not yet taken up his office in Kiangsi,
having but just concluded an investigation
he was appointed to conduct into the abuses
of the Hwai-ngan salt supply system ; and
it iz solicited that he may be now permitted
to exchange posts with the first named in-
dividual. This being done, each will bring
his several talents to bear in an appropriate
field.—Granted by reseript.

July 8th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the Governor-General and
Governor of Yiinnan, who have reported
the capture of a titular sub-Prefect by
purchase, Chang Hii-chung by name, who
had collected a band of adherents in the
P’ing-i district, had fortified himself in a
stockade, and had committed sundry acts
of murder. On troops being sent against
him he offered armed resistance, but his
stockade has been carried by assault and
the country restored to order by his appre-
hension. As recommended in the memo-
rial, it is commanded that he deprived of
his rank and forthwith subjected to capital
punishment,

_(2) A second decree, based upon amemo-
rial from the same quarter, in which the
suppression of an attempt at insurrection
on the part of two Mahommedan brigands,
. named Li Lao-pa and Wang Fa-yeo, is
reported. The band assembled by these
outlaws had made an irruption into the
Kw'én-ming district in April last, but their
attempted ravages were put an end to by a
force led against them by the district
Magistrate.  Wang Fa-yeo was taken
prisoner and summarily executed. Re-
wards are granted in compliance with the
recommendation submitted, in favour of

the officials who have distiney;
sel(ves on this oeccasion. sanshed e
3) A decree, embodying the
“benign mandate ” of the gEmpr;:sit; OIf{,eﬂ'
gent, who have been moved by the Boa-rci
of Ccremon.ie_s to fix a day on which the
birthday of his Majesty the Emperor shall
be celebrated, the actual date being one
previously appropriated to fasting ritual
The 26th day of the 6th moon (bth Augu-d;
in the current year) is according selecte,]
and it is commanded that this date be ad.
hered to for the future.
July 9th.—(1) A Decree. ILet Wang

Pi-ta IM\% succeed to the post
of Intendant of the Ngan-Suh Circuit in
Kansuh.

(2) Yen Hii, Military Lieutenant-Goy-
ernor of Jeh-ho, memorializes reporti
the results of his inspection of the Imperial
Hunting Grounds, stating the localities at
which, according to the opinion he has
formed, the proprietary rights of the
squatter agriculturists must necessarily be
recognized, and those which he proposes to
maintain as an uninhabited reserve hence-
forward.

July 10th—(1) A Decree. Let Kéh-

ts'u-k'éh %%E succeed to the post

of extra Vice-President of the Mongolian
Superintendency.

(2) The Governor-General of Min-chéh
memorializes reporting the sum of further
subscriptions  contributed in  different
quarters toward the relief of the distress
which was occasioned by floods at Foochow
last year. Two lists have already been
submitfed to the Throne, of the amounts
contributed by the superior official body
of the province, headed by the Governor
and the late acting Governor-General, as
well as of the subseriptions in money and
in rice and clothing which came forward
from the officials and notables both of this
and other provinces. A farther amount of
$2,600 in foreign currency, equivalent to
Tls. 1,965.3.2.1 in sycee at Treasury weight,
has nmow been raised in Kiangsu and in
Kwangtung, by subscription from officials
and traders, through the exertions of two
Taotais respectively ; and the list of sub-
seribers of this amount, which has been
handed over to the Provincial Board for
distribution, is now submitted to the
Throne, with the request that due tokens
of the Imperial favour may be conferred
upon the donors.

(3) The Governor-General of the Two
Kiang and the Governor of Kiangsu jointly
memorialize with reference to the appoint-
ment which is to be made of an officer to
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succeed to the post of Prefect of Soochow,
in conformity with a decree dated 29th
October, 1876. The most eligible person
for this appointment, in consideration of
the weighly responsibilities attaching to
the post, they represent to be T'an Kiin-

pei, E‘—E ié] %, at present titular
Prefect of Ch'ang-chow Fu, but acting
as Prefect at Soochow. He is 42 years
of age, and was appointed to the Pre-
fectship of Ch'ang-chow by decree in
1873, after serving for a number of years
as Censor in divers capacities at Peking.
He is a native of Kweichow, and.took his
kii-jén degree at Peking in 1859, becom-
ing a tsin-sze in 1862, from which degree he
was passed into the category of Hanlin Prob-
ationers. Passing out of this class in 1863,
he was appointed to the rank of Hanlin
Compiler, and he was employed for some
time in the Imperial Historiographers’
office, receiving appointments, further-
more, on several occasions, in connection
with the metropolitan examinations. His
first appointment as a Censor dates from
1869. During the period he has held the
seal of office as acting Prefect of Soochow,
since the end of February last, he has
shiewn himself intelligent, experienced, and
energetic, and his transference to the sub-
stantive appointment is accordingly re-
commended.—Rescript : Let the Board
of Civil office consider and report.

July 11th.—(1) Ch'ung How, acting
Governor-General of Féng-t'ien, memori-
alizes reporting the measures he has adopted
with a view to the increase of the revenue
derived from salt, in obedience to the con-
fidential Decree, issued in consequence of
the recommendations of the Censor Liu
Sih-kin, in which he was commanded to take
the subject into careful consideration. He
represents that the question is a difficult
one owing to the fact that no duty
has been imposed upon the salt con-
sumed in the three Manchurian provinces
since the establishment of the reigning
dynasty ; whilst at the same time it must
be admitted that the production along the
coast of Féng-t'ien, and the consumption
in the three provinces and among the
adjacent tribes of the Mongols, are both
very considerable in amount. The likin tax
upon salt which was introduced some years
ago was arranged on the basis of a levy of
one tino of Féng-t'ien currency per fan of
six hundred catties; and as the current
selling price at Moukden is 14 fiao 400 cash
per tan, the amount of likin would certainly
bear augmenting without detriment to the
people in their means of subsistence. A

central salt-lax office has now, accordingl
been set on foot at Moukd’en, m{:
offices established under competent de-
legates at the salt-producing stations
along the coast. A levy is ordered of 2
tiao 400 cash of local currency per tan of
salt, 8/10ths of the amount collected to
go to public account, and 2/10ths to defray
the cost of collection. The salt producers
are further authorized to add 600 cash,
local enrrency, to the selling cost of their
salt per tan ; and as the rate of lekin now
imposed will not reach the amount of one
cash, Government currency, per catty, the
exchequer will to some extent be benefited
without any serious augmentation in the
selling price of this mnecessary article.
Under the loose system heretofore prevail-
ing, however, the fan, nominally of 600
catties, has been weighed or measured by
private scales or measures, so that the
amount actually passed as a tan has been
nearer 800 or 900 catties. Official scales
and measures are now to be supplied to all
the producing stations, and licenses to pur-
chase, issued on triplicate forms under the
Governor-General's seal, are to be produced
by all intending buyers, who will pay the
amount of [ikin before effecting the pur-
chase. For the future, all salt which shall
be found in course of transportation un-
protected by one of these transit passes,
or separated from the pass, is fo be dealt
with on the footing of contraband.

(2) The Yamén of Gendarmerie memo-
rializes forwarding an appeal lodged by
Féng T'ien-hung, a native of the district
of P'éng-shui in Yeo-yang-chow in the
province of Sze-ch'wan, who complamns
against his cousin Féng T'ien-sing and others
for burglariously attacking the dwelling of
two other of his kinsmen, in consequence
of a dispute which took place in 1863 with
reference to money matters. Appellant’s
father and one of his cousins were
murdered on this occasion, and their
property carried off. Appeals to the local
anthorities for justice have passed un-
heeded, and acts of violence and oppression
have continued to be indulged in with
impunity by the hostile faction.—Referred
in the usual manner.

July 12th.—(Court Circular.) Chow Ta- |
Whu, late General-in-chief of the provineial
forces in Kweichow, paid his respects
on his arrival at Peking, and had audience.

(1) Mei K'i-chao, mnewly appointed
Governor of Chéh-kiang, memorializes
reporting his assumption of the seal of
oftice. He arrived on the 27th May at
Hangchow, having travelled from Nanking,
his place of residence as Lieutenant-
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Governor of Kiangsu, until the receipt of
his present appointment, by way of
Chinkiang, Ch’ang-chow, and Soochow. In
recapitulating, as is customary, the im-

rtant duties he is now called to discharge,

e refers to Ningpo, long established as a
Treaty port, and Wénchow, but lately
opened to foreign trade, the last named
addition to his responsibilities requiring,
in particular, an extra degree of attention.
He can only promise the most sedulous
care in the discharge of his duty, conscious
as he is of his personal shortcomings. .

(2) The same functionary memorl-
alizes with reference to an expectant sub-
Prefect named Chao Pao-shén, here-
tofore in charge of the office established
for the collection of funds by the sale of
rank and titles for the purpose of provid-
ing means for the repair of the sea walls on
the coast of Chéh-kiang. This office was
closed by Decree last year, but the
individual in question has failed to comply
with repeated injunctions to account for
a balance of $39,000, and other sums, for
which he remains responsible. A decree
is solicited stripping him of his rank, in
order that he may be placed on trial. —For
rescript see Gazette of June 27th.

July 13th.—(1) The Governor-General
and Governor of Fuhkien memorialize re-
presenting that owing to the disasters in
the shape of flood and fire to which Foochow
has been subjected during the past twelve
months, and to the deficient harvests of
the province, the selling cost of rice has
been notably increased, necessitating mea-
sures for procuring additions to the supply,
as has already previously been reported.
The province of Fuhkien, even in ordinary
times, does not produce a sufficiency of

ain for its own consumption. Formosa,
Shanghai, and Wénchow and Taichow in
Chéhkiang are habitually looked to as
sources of supply. Of late, however,
Formosa has had nothing to spare from its
own requirements, owing to short harvests
and increase of population ; whilst the pro-
duce of Chéhkiang has been diverted to
meet the still more pressing needs of Shan-
tung and Kiang Peh. Concurrently with
this state of affairs, scarcity has made itself
felt in the up-country districts of Fuhkien,
and the price of rice had risen with great
rapidity both in that region and in the city
of Foochow. The influx of population
caused by the opening of the tea season
naturally increases the demand, and causes
a still farther rise in prices; and with a
view to alleviate as far as possible the
snﬂerm_g ‘ent&ﬂed upon the masses, the
memorialists have addressed themselves on

the one hand to the expectant Taotai Hu
Kwang-yung, lately acting as Commissary
for the Western campaign (the Hangchow
banker), and on the other to sundry notables
resident in Kwangtung, desiring them to
make purchases of rice in the producing
distriects. As the result of these measures,
25,000 piculs of Saigon and other rice have
been procured from Canton and Hongkong,
and 51,000 piculs of Japanese rice have
been shipped from Shanghai by Hu Kwang-
yung, in addition to which 6,000 piculs have
been supplied through mercantile agency.
It is proposed to make up the amount by
further purchases to 100,000 piculs in all ;
and 13,000 piculs have been forwarded to
the up-country districts for sale at reduced
rates through the local authorities. The
same system is to be carried out at Foo-
chow, in addition to gratuitous distribution
of relief where necessary ; and encourage-
ment has been held out to certain
individuals named to continue importing
further quantities.

(2) Ku-ni-yin-pu, acting Military Gover-
nor of Kirin, memorializes stating that,
on the apprehension of mounted brigands
being reported, it is customary, after
ascertaining from the depositions forwarded
that the provisions of the law are complied
with, to send back orders for the sum-
mary execution of the prisoners. It has
lately appeared, however, that the military
officers in command of expeditions are in
the habit of representing the common
members of gangs of banditti, when
captured, as ‘‘brigand chiefs,” and of
reporting the slaughter of large numbers,
when, possibly, a single marauder has
been killed, their object being to gain
credit for themselves. It is very necessary
that stringent measures be taken to correct
such malpractices, before they degenerate
into a standing abuse. [t is now proposed,
accordingly, that henceforward, whenever
captures of banditti are effected, of whatever
degree of importance, one prisoner shall be
sent in charge of a special officer to give
evidence before the superior authorities ;
and that whenever any of this class of cri-
minals are slain in combat, the left ear of
each body shall be cut off and forwarded
to the provincial capital by way of testimony.
This proposal is humbly submitted for
sanction.—Rescript : It is noted.

July 14th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian, Gov-
ernor of Shansi, who has denounced the
deceased Magistrate of the Department of
P’ing-ting Chow as a defaulter on account
of public monies for which he was respon-
sible on handing over charge of his office,
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to the am unt of Taels 17,180, over and
above such other deficiencies as are covered
by assets forthcoming. The family of the
said defunct official have set at defiance the
orders issued for repayment of the amounts
owing, instead of doing which they have
privily returned to their place of residence.
1t is ordered hereupon that deceased’s
property be sequestrated to make good his
liabilities.

(2) A rescript, confirming a list of pro-
motions to various military posts, on the
recommendation of the Commissioners ap-
pointed from the Grand Secretariat to pass
the candidates in review.

(8) Tséng Kwoh-ts'ian, Governor of
Shansi, memorializes representing the con-
dition to which the province is reduced
by drought, and soliciting assistance from
the Imperial exchequer. Referring to the
statements heretofore laid before the Throne
by his predecessor, Pao Yiian-shén, with
reference to the prevailing famine, he states
that on his journey in May last by way of
Honan in the direction of his new post, he
was an eyewitness of the extraordinary
degree to which the country had been laid
waste by drought, At this time, the famine-
stricken multitude was already to be seen
on every hand ; and since his arrival at the
provincial capital, he has learnt that the
calamity experienced in eight Prefectures
and departments, which he names, is
still more severe in character. Whilst
some of the people have endeavoured to
sustain life by eating the roots of herbs and
the bark of trees, the number of those who
have fallen dead by the roadside he is un-
able to estimate. In three departments
and three Prefectures, econstituting the
northern section of the province, and in the
seven sub-prefectures lying beyond the
Wall, owing to the severity of their climate,
only one crop is gathered per annum ; and
in the present year, the summer solstice
having already passed, even were rain
now to fall, it would be labour lost to
put the seed into the ground. Though it
were to put forth its shoots, it could not
come into ear ; and even were this to hap-
pen, the grain could not possibly ripen.
The distribution of food from the provineial
granaries, which was lately ordered, has
now been going on for a month, and reports
come in from all sides announcing the
approaching exhaustion of the stock. The
local authorities, who stand in loco parentis
to the people, cannot witness without feel-
ings of despair their children die of starva-
tion before their eyes; but though they
turn  to their superiors and to the
Governor himself, the only response

that can be given them 1is tearful
anguish at the sufferings which all are
powerless to relieve. The Governor and
his subordinates can but fervently offer up
supplications for the speedy coming of the
blessed rain; but in despite of all, the
sun glitters red in midheaven, and his
scorching terrors blaze abroad upon the
earth. The seed-time having now gone by,
and rain having failed at its accustomed
period, it is useless to think of planting
where this has not yet been done; and
where the seed is in the und, ve
cause for anxiety must still be felt. As
the result of the memorialist’s deliberations
with the provincial administrators, he feels
that he cannot do otherwise than ask per-
mission to retain in the province the sum
of Taels 200,000 from the amount to be
remitted this year to Peking as the pro-
vincial contribution to the Imperial ex-
chequer, and he proposes with this sum to
import supplies of grain from the neighbour-
ing provinces for distribution.—For re-
seript see Glazette of 30th June.

July 15th.—(1) The Governor-General
of the Two Kiang memorializes with refer-
ence to the recommendation for promotion
to the rank of expectant Taotai which
was advanced sometime ago on behalf of

Sii Kien-yin fﬁ@ﬁ, of the Shanghai

Arsenal, at present invested with the rank
of expectant of selection to the post of
Ea.ng-chis’n% or Senior Secretary of one of
the Six Boards, and decorated with the
peacock feather. The Board of Civil Office
had objected to this recommendation as
irregular, and had requested that it be
amended so as to read ** for promotion to
the appropriate office ‘after selection to be
placed upon the roster of his present rank.”
The instruction of the Board has been
obeyed as in duty bound; and a com-
munieation having now been received
from the Governor-General Li Hung-
chang, stating that the official in ques-
tion has been recommended for promotion
to the brevet rank of Taotai from
that of expectant lang-chung, for services
rendered in connection with the Yellow
River works, which recommendation the
Board has sanctioned, it is now solicited
that he may be placed on the list of Taotais
awaiting employment after he shall have
received nomination to the post of lang-
chung.—Referred by rescript for the con-
sideration of the Board of Civil Office.

(2) The Superintendent of the Imperial
Manufactory at Hangehow, Shu-lin, memo-
| rializes with reference to the rise in the
cost-price of raw silk which formed the.
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subject of a representation heretofore ad-
dregaed to the Throne by himself and his
colleagues at Soochow and Nanking (see
Gazette of 18th Dec., 1876.) In 1875, the
Governor of Chéhkiang reported to the
Throne the cost of silk as being 2m. 9¢. be.

per catty forwarp—sﬂkﬁﬁ: and

2m. e. 2¢. 'Th. for the woof ﬁﬁ These
wer than those found actually
?ﬁmhﬁs{; year ; but the memorialist
cannot presume to ask for any larger allow-
ance in the face of orders to the contrary
from the Board, and he will do his best
to supply the materials ordered from him
for current year by making good the
deficiency out of his salary and enforcing
rigorous economy upon all concerned.

July 16th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the Censor Téng Hwa-hi,
who has drawn attention to the occurrence
of disastrous floods in the northern part of
the province of Kwangtung, and has soli-
cited the adoption of measures of relief.
The Censor has learnt that disastrous
inundations have been caused by extensive
breaches in the embankment of the
North River, in the Ts'ing-yilan district,
and furthermore that owing to the sud-
den overflow of a mountain stream in
the department of Lien-chow, upwards
- of 10,000 lives were lost, the local officer
of education K’ang Tsan-siu having been
swept away at the same time and all traces
having been lost of his remains. He asks
that funds may be withdrawn from the
investments of the charitable granary at
Canton, for the purpose of meeting the
requirements of the oceasion. Injunctions
are laid upon the provincial government to
enquire forthwith into the extent of the
disaster, and to distribute relief wherever
it is most needed, taking care that not a
single subject be left destitute. Measures
are also to be taken forthwith for the repair
of the embankments; and abuses in the
shape of illegal exactions upon junks con-
veying cargoes of grain, as also the engross-
ing of stores of rice with a view to enhanced
prices, are to be stringently repressed.

(2) A decree ordering enquiry to be in-
stituted, at the instance of the Censor Li
Kwei-lin, into the conduct of the Magistrate
of the Ngan-yang district in Honan, whom
he charges, in conjunction with his subord-
inate, the jail-warden, with grasping and
corrupt conduct; and especially with the
practice of arbitrary extortions upon the
licensed salt~-merchants of the  district.
The Governor-General of Chihli, Li Hung-
chang, is directed tp'cu‘dpcrate with the

Governor of Honan (that province being
within the Ch’ang-lu salt-distributing area)
in holding investigation into the matter.

(3) Let Pien Pao-ts'ian 4% ¥ I1t
succeed to the post of Grain Comptroller
of the province of Shensi.

(4) A Decree. Although since the com-
mencement of the summer period, rain has
been experienced in the neighbourhood of
Peking, still the degree of moisture has
not been sufficient, and now, as the period
of the “greater heat” (July 23rd) ap-
proaches, and the need of rain for the sake
of the land under cultivation is at its height,
it behoves Us revererently to offer up sup-
plications on this account. On the 8th of
this moon (July 18th), We will in person
proceed to the Ta Kao Tien to offer incense.
To the She Ying Kung, let the Prince of
Tun, Yih Tsung, proceed ; to the Chao
Hien Miao, the Prince of Kung, Yih Sin ;
to the Siian Jén Miao, the Prince of Hwei,
Yih Siang ; and to the Ning Ho Miao, the
Beiléh Tsai Che, each severally to make
offerings of incense on the day above
named.

July 17th.—(1) A decree, in answer
to a memorial from Tan Chung-lin,
Governor of Shensi, who has represent-
ed that the district of Pu-chéng in
that province has lost its harvest owing
to drought during the spring, and who
consequently solicits a postponement of
the collection of revenue in that district.
It is accordingly granted that the revenue
collection for the first half-year be postponed
until the autumn, when the circumstances
of the case will be taken into consideration
in proceeding with the levy of the taxes due.

(2) Ting Pao-chéng, mewly appointed
Governor-General of Sze-ch’'wan memori-
alizes soliciting a token of Imperial appro-
bation on behalf the river gods worshipped
at the provincial capital, Ch'éng-tu Fu.
The entire province, he represents, is
covered with mountains, and but little
adapted to agrieulture, except in the great
plain constituting the prefecture of Ch’eng-
tu Fu, with its fourteen subordinate
departments and districts. This rich and
well-watered tract of champaign country
is wholly dependent for its irrigation
supply upon the canalized river entitled

the Tu Kiang Yen %ﬁ ‘f]: i&, which
derives its waters from sources in the Min
Shan IIIR[JJ range, and finds its way by
a circnitous course to join the central river
of the province. Under the rule of the
Ts'in dynasty (3rd century B.C.), when the
region was devastated by floods, and people
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were debarred from practising the arts of
husbandry, the Governor of Shuh, Li Ping

$b‘k by name, together with his son

Urh Lang :E.IS, excavated two separate
channels for the waters, and constructed
the embankment of the Tn Kiang-yen, by
means of which the flow of the river was
conducted to subserve the purposes of
irrigation for the plain of Ch'éng-tu. The
gratitude of the people manifested itself in
the erection of temples, and the offering
of sacrifices to the manes of their bene-
factors, upon whom titles of distinction
were, moveover, conferred at intervals dur-
ing the reign of the T'ang, Sung, and Yiian
dynasties. Inthe 5th year of the reign Yung-
chéng of the present dynasty (A.D.1727), the
title of ‘‘Moisture-Diffusing, Beneficial-
Aid-Affording, Universal-Support-Vouch-
safing Prince ” was conferred upon Li Ping
by Imperial mandate, together with a
corresponding title of honour upon his
son, The supernatural protecting aid of
the two deified beings veferred to was
signally manifested on a recent occasion,
when the Taotai Ting She-pin entreated
an interposition in time of drought; and
it is consequently solicited that further
titles of honour be conferred npon the
divine protectors of the irrigation works,
and that memorial tablets be vouchsafed
for the decoration of their temple.—For

rescript see Gazette of 5th inst. (N.B.—The

celebration of acts of supernatural inter-
position by the deities officially recognized
in the Chinese Governmental pantheon is
a specialty of the Governor-General Ting
Pao-chéng, who has been continually active
in this respect during the last few years,
whilst holding office as Governor of Shan-
tung, as the translations of the Peking
Gazette serve to shew. In the Taotai Ting
She-pin he probably finds a congenial
subordinate, as it was this official who,
while holding an appointment as Secretary
in the Yamén of Foreign Affairs in 1871,
was the first to bring to light the rain-
producing virtues of the ‘‘Iron Tablet’—
see Gazette of July 9th, 1876.)

July 18th.—(1) The high avthorities of
Yiinnan memorialize with reference to the
appointment of an official to the post of
Prefect of P'u-urh Fu, on the southern
border of the province, the importance of
which jurisdiction is enhanced by its lying
on the frontiers of Burmah and Southern
Laos. The region is distingnished above
all others by the deadliness of its climate,
owing to the miasmata with which it
abounds, whilst the duties imposed upon
its administration, in the control of the

native tribes situated within its borders,
ave of signal importance. The late Prefect,
Luh Hi-tséng, died at his post on the 8th
of March last, and it is now proposed to
appoint as his successor the expectant

Prefect, P'éng Nien-chén E ﬁﬁ,

who is 31 years of age, a native of Hupeh,
and who has rendered divers services in
connection with the campaigns against the
Mahomedan insurgents in the province.—
Referred by rescript for the consideration
of the Board of Civil Office.

(2) The high authorities at Foochow
memorialize in answer to the decree based
upon the proposal advanced in 1873 by the
Censor Téng K’ing-lin, who solicited that
the right of summary execution in cases of
aggravated crime should be withdrawn from
the provincial authorities, rebellion havin
now been suppressed on all sides. The
Governor-General and Governor represent
that in view of the turbulent character of
the population of Fuhkien, its proneness to
brigandage and clan-fighting, and the prac-
tice of resorting to highway robberies, which
is habitual with the gangs of persons, who,
to the number of several tens of thousands,
assemble in the up-country districts for the
tea-picking season, and afterwards disperse
in parties of four or five, turning their
hand to marauding when occasion offers,
it is inexpedient to revert for the present
to the legal system of delay in all cases
in the execution of capital sentences.—
Rescript : Let the Board of Punishments
take note.

(3) In a postseript memorial the Gover-
nor-General and Governor of Fuhkien add
that, just as they were closing their fore-
going report, the city of Foochow has been
once more visited by an extraordinary
flood. Rain, which set in heavily on the
8th June, continued without intermission
until the 16th, the river rising to such a
height, in consequence, as to flood the streets
within the city walls to a depth of from
3 to 7 feet. The downpour fell off to some
extent on the 16th, and the flood abated a
little ; but on the night of the 16th and
throughout the following day rain fell again
in torrents, the floods brought down by the
river being still further swollen by a high
tide from seawards which prevented the
escape of the water. On the 17th, water
stood to the height of 6, 7, and 8 feet in-
side the city, and upwards of a chang (11
feet English) in height outside the walls,
and the rushing of the flood was echoed
continually by the crash of falling houses.
At dawn on the 15th, the Governor-
General betook himself to the South
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where he posted himself on the
wall ; and the Governor, although suf-
fering severely from illness, similarly
took up his station near the West Gate.
From these two points they directed the
measures adopted for rescuing the dis-
tressed population, who were brought to
places of safety by means of boats and rafts
provided for the purpose. The flood did
not begin to recede until the 19th, by which
time great destruction had been wrought,
though fortunately unattended with loss
of life. Orders have been sent to Shanghai
and Hongkong for supplies of rice to meet
the necessities of the population; and
meanwhile it is observed that whilst the
flood of last year was more serious than
that of either 1834 or 1844, the pre-
sent flood has exceeded the proportions
even of that experienced last year.
The memorialists can only ascribe the
severity of such a visitation to their
own official shortcoming, which has pre-
vented their beseeching with due effect
the harmony of the Celestial powers.
They undertake that proper enquiry shall
be made into the extent of the calamity,
and further report be laid before the
Throne. They add a note to the effect that
the memorial to which this postseript is
a ded bears date the 14th June, but

t owing to the flood, it was not until
the 19th that they were able to despatch
it from their station on the walls,

(4) The Governor-General of Min-Chéh,
Ho King, adds a further postscript dwell-
ing upon the heavy increase of expenditure
which is entailed upon the Governor of
Fuhkien by his periodical visit to Formosa,
—an outlay he is positively unable to afford.
The post of Governor of Fuhkien is the least
lucrative of all provineial governorships;
and as all levy of contributions from in-
ferior departments is invariably abstained
from by the Governor, wherever he may
be, the cost of his journey, and of
the salaries it is necessary to afford with a
liberal hand to his suite, in order to make
sure of their willing service, is a charge
which has caused him great embarrassment.
T_he Governor-General discussed the ques-
hqn of expenses, which he knew to be in-
evitable, with Li Hung-chang, the Governor-
General of Chihli, and with Shén Pao-chéng
at Na.n]m!g, when on his way to his post
from Peking some months ago ; and they
agreed with him that an allowance must be
made. He recommends that in the same
way as the district authorities throughout
the province receive an allowance in aid of
their official expenses under the head of
t““'*:#h; g0 the Governor may be permitted

to draw a sum from the provincial likin
revenue in aid of his additional expenditure.
—Reseript : Henceforward, when crossing
to Formosa, let the Governor receive a
special allowance of Tls. 1,500 per mensem.
Let the Board of Revenue take note.

July 19th.—No documents of import-
ance.

July 20th.—(1) A Decree. The Censor
Téng K'ing-lin has memorialized Us stating
that the area of consumption of the licensed
Tea monopoly of Kansuh is infringed upon
by illicit introductions from Kwei-hwa
Ch’éng. He suggests that the matter be
placed in the hands of the Governor-Geeneral,
who should appoint officials to establish a
special board to deal with the matter ; and
also that the Tea-licences emanating from
the Mongolian Superintendency be discon-
tinued. Let the Yaméns concerned take
the question into consideration and report
upon it to Us.

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial
from the acting Governor of Shantung, who
has denounced the deceased Department
Magistrate of Lin-ts'ing Chow for a de-
ficiency in the revenue account of the
Custom Houses established at that point
on behalf of the Boards of Revenue
and Works, during his tenure of office,
to the amount of Tls. 12,009. It is or-
dered that the deceased official be strip-
ped of his rank, and that any property of
which he may be found to have been pos-
sessed may be sequestraled to make good
the deficit.

(3) The Governor-General of Yiin-Kwei
and the Governor of Yiinnan memorialize
observing that, in consequence of the pro-
tracted campaigns in that province against
the insurgents, in the course of which both
men and money were insufficiently forth-
coming, the only practicable resource was
to make use of the local trainbands. Among
the leaders of these provincial enrolments,
there were not wanting men who were
thorcughly imbued with right sentiments
and who devoted themselves with “their
whole heart to the suppression of the
rebellion ; but at the same time there were
others who made the levying of militia
forces an excuse for the collection of funds,
and who set themselves up in the position
of local tyrants, relying upon the strength
of some mountain fastness to set authority
at defiance. A local potentate of this de-
scription, named Chang Hii-chung, who
had fortified himself in a strong lgmaition in
the P’ing-i district in K'ii-tsing Fu, where
he exercised all the altributes of Govern-
ment in a most tyrannical manner, has now
been proceeded against by military force
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and taken prisoner, after some severe fight-
ing, Authority for his execution is solicited.
—Granted by rescript.

July 21st.—(1) Wang Wén-shao, Gov-
ernor of Hunan, memorializes forwarding
the following representation on the part of

Tséng Ki-tséh ‘Q‘%E}% (eldest son of

the late Tséng Kwoh-fan), inheritor of the
first degree of the second order of nobility,
heretofore holding office as a Secretary
(second class) of the Board of Revenue :—
“‘ The writer has to state that he is at pre-
sent aged 39, a native of the Siang-hiang
district in Ch’ang-sha Fu, a licentiate, by
favour, of the year 1850, who, having passed
an examination upon this footing in 1870,
was presented to his Majesty and awarded
by special grace the rank of Secretary to a
Board. Upon this he received appointment,
by lot, to do duty in the Shensi division of
the Board of Revenue, and, having obtained
leave of absence, he became attached to
the offices of the Governor-General of
Chihli and of the Two Kiang. On the 12th
March, 1872, his father, the Grand Secretary
Tséng Kwoh-fan, Governor-General of the
Two Kiang, died at his post; and on the
20th of the same month an Imperial Decree
was received, in the following words :—
““To the rank of how of the first degree
with which Tséng Kwoh-fan was invested,
let, his son, Tséng Ki-tséh succeed. He is
exempted from the requirement of pre-
sentation in audience.” The writer pro-
ceeded, in respectful obedience to this
mandate, to fulfil the period of mourning
obligation at his native place. On the
17th June, 1874, the mourning period was
completed, and on the 4th September
following he set out for Peking ; but on his
arrival, on the 9th October, at Ts'ing-ho, in
Kiangsu, he received a letter from his
home informing him that his mother, born
of the Ow-yang family, had died on the
23rd September. Being the actual son of his
mother (i.e., not standing in one or other
of the seven filial relationships beside that
of birth which are recognized by Chinese
law), he was bound to hasten to the scene
of mourning and observe the period of
obligation, as was reported on his behalf at
the time by the acting Director-General
of the Grain Transport, Ngén Sih (see
Gazette of Dec. 12th, 1874.) Counting
from the date upon which he received on
his journey the news of his parent’s decease
to the 3rd January, 1877, exclusively of
intercalary months, makes the period of
27 months complete ; and he has already,
in conformity with the regulation, reported
through the magistrate of his district the

fact of his having laid aside his mourning.
He has now decided upon taking his depar-
ture on the 6th June from Hunan on his
way to the capital, for the purpose of
enjoying the privilege of an audience

, and of reverently offering his thanks

for the Celestial grace. He prays that a
memorial to this effect may be presented
on his behalf,”

The Governor, finding the facts to be as
stated, communicates with the Boards of
Civil Office, Revenue and War, and humbly
submits the present memorial to the Sacred
glance.—Rescript : It is noted.

(2) The Resident at Lassa, Sung Kwei,
memorializes on receipt of a communication
from an officer of the Tibetan Treasury, in-
forming him that in obedience to a decree
hcretofgore received, an abbot (K’'an-pu) is
about to be despatched to Peking with
articles of tribute by way of compliment to
their Majesties the Regents, and of con-
gratulation to His Majesty the Emperor on
his joyful accession, as also for the purpose
of reciting masses on behalf of His Majesty
lately deceased. The tribute commissioner,
with the suite of clerics and laity prescribed
by regulation, will proceed by the high
road leading through Szech’wan, and a list
of the members of the party and of the
articles of tribute are submitted for the
Resident’s information. Inasmuch as the
expedition about to be undertaken is
by Imperial command, the Resident
has given orders to the Commissary Chow
Ts'in, and to Major Kiang Cheng-t'ai, of the
garrison in Tibet, to take action with the
Ministers of State in verifying the packages
and weights of the mule-loads, and the
names and personal descriptions of the
members of the party, in order to guard
against all imposition. A party of six
officers and men is to be detailed to escort
the expedition to the provincial capital of
Szech’'wan, whence farther escort will be
provided. The abbot was to take his de-
parture from Lassa on the 6th March.
After crossing the Chinese frontier his
travelling expenses were to be provided by
the authorities, and he was to be supplied
with baggage animals to the number of
88. If any further number will required,
they were to be hired locally at the abbot’s

OWN expense.
July 22nd. — (1) Rescript. Let King

Shen E“ ﬁ succeed to the post of Liba-
tioner of the Imperial Academy. (N.B.—
The two ‘¢ Libationers” % @ of the

Imperial Academy— Kwoh Tsze Kien—
are the principal officers of this virtually
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ot institution. They are charged with
fh"ﬁ"geneml superintendence of its affairs,
and derive their title from the duty, which
is incumbent upon them, of offering a
libation at the new and full moon before
the shrine of Confucius.)

(2) Liu Ch’ang-yeo, Governor-General of
Yiinnan and Kweichow, asks sanction to
a period of congé for two months which he
has felt obliged to take for the benefit of
his health. Since his arrival at his present
post he has been troubled afresh with an
old disorder of the liver, and having now
reached his 60th year, his constitution is
much enfeebled.—Sanctioned by rescript.

(3) The Censor Low Yii-tsin memorializes
submitting a question for Imperial decision.
On the 5th inst. he presided over the draw-
ing of lots at the Board of War at the
monthly distribution of minor appoint-
ments ; and among the offices drawn for
were two appointments to the post of
lieutenant of grain-transport stations, viz.,
one at Lin-ts'ing in Shantung, and the
other at Kiukiang. The lots fell to
two individuals whose names are given;
but what the Censor has to remark is,
that according to rule, the slips [upon
which the names of the expectants
are inscribed] should be drawn first, and
appointment to this or that provincial staff
only then be proceeded with, whilst in the
present instance, without any drawing of
lots, one of the two officers was detailed to
the Shantung post, and the other {o that
at Kiukiang. As supervision is the memo-
rialist’s duty, he feels bound, on noticing
this departure from the ordinary practice,
to bring it to the notice of their Majesties.
N.B.—A decree, based on this memorial,
was published on the 9th instant, command-
Ing an enquiry to be instituted into the
case by the Board of War, in order to
ascertain whether any fraudulent proceed-
slgs had taken ﬂ%)la.ce in connection with the

otment of offices,

July 23rd.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the high authorities at Foo-
chow, who have reported that in conse-
quence of the distress prevailing in Fuhkien
from the recent floods, importations of rice
have been encouraged, and who request that
exemption from duty may be conceded to
the rice-laden junks on their passage along
the waterways of Kiangsu and Chéhkiang,
The governments of these two provinces
are commanded to take action accordingly.

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of
“1hll, memorializes pronouncing an earn-
est eulogy upon the lately deceased Brigade-

General Ma Fuh-chén I% ﬁ %, who

died in January last whilst in command of
the Ts'ao-kiang steam gun-vessel. The
Governor-General was on the point of
causing a report of his services to be drawn
up for submission to the Throne, when,
on the 19th May, a Decree was received
naming this officer to the command of
the Yang-Kiang Brigade in Kwangtung.
The Govemor—genaral now submits a state-
ment of the eminent services rendered by
the deceased officer, since the year 1860,
when, by order of the Governor-General
Tséng Kwoh-fan, he enlisted a body of
irregulars for service against the Taiping
rebels. For many years past he had been

| serving under the memorialist, and had

paid particular attention to naval matters
on the Kuropean system, making in
particular a profound study of gunnery
and navigation. He had been repeatedly
commended in memorials for the solid
qualities of his character combined with
his active energy, and also for the strict-
ness of his discipline and for the study
he had bestowed upon foreign affairs,
especially qualifying him for a maritime
command. He died before reaching his
fortieth year. The Governor-General soli-
cits that the record of his biography
and exploits in the public service may
be enrolled in the history of the period,
and that a mark of Imperial approba-
tion may be posthumously conferred upon
him.—Referred by rescript for the con-
sideration of the Boards concerned.

July 24th.—(1) A decree of the Empresses
Regent, entrusting to a special Council
composed of the Princes of Tun, Kung,
and Ch'un, the Ministers of the Presence,
Ministers of the Council of State, the
Grand Secretaries, the two Imperial
Preceptors, and the Directors of the
Sacrificial Court, the duty of considering
and reporting upon the views that have
been submitted in the eight memorials -
presented by different individuals, including
the Prince of Ch'un, with reference to the
position to be assigned in the Ancestral
Temple to the tablet of his Majesty lately
deceased.

(2) Tséng Kwoh-ts’tian, Governor of
Shansi, denounces a Magistrate, lately
deceased, belonging to one of the Banners
at Hangchow, for a deficit of Taels 17,180
in his treasury accounts, and solicits a
decree commanding his property to be
sequestrated.—For rescript see Gazette of
14th inst.

(3) Tséng Kwoh-ts'ian memorializes
submitting the result of a trial held in an
aggravated case of murder, by which three
persons of one family were destroyed. The
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}mrtjcula.rs are these :—Li Téh-ch'un, a
armer of the T'ai-Kuh district, was mar-
ried to the sister of a man named Chao
Fuh-yiian, a trader living usually at Peking.
Near Li's house there lived a man named
Ch'ang Kin-i, with whom he was on terms
of intimacy, Ch'ang being accustomed to
visit Li at home, where Li’s wife had grown
used to seeing him without reserve. In
March, 1876, Ch’ang called one day in Li’s
absence, and took advantage of the oppor-
tunity to seduce the woman. Criminal
intercourse ensued on more than one
occasion without the husband’s know-
ledge, no gifts or money being, how-
ever, received from Ch'ang. On the after-
noon of June 10th, Li Téh-ch’éng came
home from his work in the fields, and
found Ch'ang sitting with his wife on the
stove-bed in familiar converse ; and being
thus led to suspect ecriminal relations
between the pair, he rushed at Ch’ang;
but the latter’s superior strength enabled
him to throw Li down and to get away.
Li extracted from his wife a confession of
her infidelity, for which he loaded her with
reproaches ; but, dreading Ch’ang’s superior
strength, he refrained from attacking the
latter on the subject. Li's wife said to a
girl named San Ni-urh, who was being
brought up in the family as a wife for Li's
younger brother, that now she had been
found out in adultery she could not face
existence any longer; but the girl was
too young to appreciate the significance
of the remark. In the course of the
same evening Li's wife, suddenly inspired
by an unhappy resolution, swallowed
a dose of lead powder, from the effects
of which she shortly afterwards expired
in convulsive agony, mnotwithstanding
the efforts of her husband to restore her,
on his waking up and discovering in alarm
what had happened. Ashamed to let the
fact of his wife's adultery and suicide be
known, he procured a coffin the next day,
and interred her remains in the fields with
the help of some beggars whose names are
unknown. The village headman, Ch'ang
Yung-lung, having heard of this, went to
make enquiries of Li, who falsely told him
that his wife had died of sickness and beg-
ged him not to make report to the author-
ities. Li, being frequently mocked at by
his wife's late paramour, determined to
avenge himself by murdering Ch’ang, but
was restrained from doing so through fear
of the latter's strength. On the 6th Au-
gust Chao Fuh-yiin came home from Peking,
and having gone to enquire respecting his
sister’s death, of which he now heard, he
was informed by Li of the facts of the case,

and he consented to join Li in murdering
the man Ch'ang together with the latter’s
father and mother in case they should en-
deavour to rescue the destined victim, The
two men proceeded accordingly the same
night, after midnight, to Ch’ang’s house,
clambering over the wall by means of a
door which they placed against it. Li was
armed with a butcher’s knife and Chao
with an iron spear. They found Ch’ang
Kin-i and his father lying naked in the
outer courtyard, fast asleep [as is cus-
tomary among the population of northern
China, during the hot months, Transl.],
and they assaulted both in succession
hacking them to death with wounds in
different parts of the body (each of which
is minutely deseribed.) Ch’ang Kin-i's
mother having come to the door of the
house to see what was the matter, was
next attacked and similarly hacked to
death, after which the murderers decamped,
leaving the deadly weapons they had
employed behind them. On the alarm
being given, Li was apprehended at his
own house, and Chao was taken a short
time subsequently, after lurking in con-
cealment in unfrequented places. At the
trial thereupon held, they have made full
confession of the facts, and the depo-
sitions taken shew that no other cause
of quarrel than that stated had existed,
and that no other persons are con-
cerned in the matter as accomplices.
The law provides that “whosoever ghall
slay two persons of one family, the same
not being guilty of any capital ecrime, shall
suffer death by summary decapitation and
his head shall be publicly exposed. One
half of his property shall furthermore be
allotted for the support of the family
of the murdered persons.” Active acces-
sories are moreover liable by law to
the penalty of strangulation, after impri-
sonment to await the periodical revision.
After commenting wupon the brutal
nature of the act now under consideration,
the memorialist gbserves that although the
number of persons of one family murdered
on this occasion was actually three (and the
sentence consequently liable to be still
further aggravated), yet, the fact of Ch’ang
Kin-i being guilty as an adulterer entitles
the prisoner to be ed as having
““glain him wunwarrantably,” and to be
pronounced guilty of murder in the first
degree only with regard to the two other
victims. The act of unwarrantable homicide
being therefore omitted from consideration,
Li Téh-ch’éng is sentenced according to law
to suffer summary decapitation for the other
two murders, and the accessory, Chao, to
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e 1
death by strangulation. THe girl,
Ni-urh, wl{o, owing to her youth, was
too terrified to offer any opposition to the
act of murder, is excused ; and the village
headman, who failed to make report of the
death of Li's wife under suspicious
¢ircumstances, is sentenced to the penalty
of 80 blows, commuted according to law,
ander the severer section of the statute
against unspecified wrongdoing, but is
allowed to retain his office. The sentences
thus propounded are submitted for sanc-
tion, —Rescript : Let the Board of Pun-
ishments consider and report to Us without
delay. (N.B.—The statement of the history
of this wholesale murder, as given above,
is typical of the disregard exhibited in
China for what are considered in other

arts of the world the most elementary
rules of evidence. Notwithstanding the
death of both the woman Li and her para-
mour, what passed between them, and the
acts and even motives of the woman in
" particular, are related as circumstantially
48 though they had been deposed to by the

ies themselves.)

July 25th.—(Court Circular.) The Gov-
ernor of Shun-t'ien Fu reports that rain
has fallen, producing saturation to a depth
of 3 inches and upwards,

(1) A decree, referring to the prayers
for rain which were offered up on the
18th instant, and which were followed by
refreshing downpours on the 2Ist and
24th. Services of thanksgiving are to be
held on the 27th instant, at the State
Temples at which the previous supplica-
tions were offered ; and the hope is farther
expressed that the bounty of Heaven may
be additionally vouchsafed in like manner,
in fulfilment of the hopes of the people.

_(2) Sung Kwei, Resident at Lassa, memo-
rializes as follows :—He received some time
ago a communication from the Imperial
Agent at Si-ning (Kokonor), stating that
the Tibetan tribute-envoys had informed
him to the effect that, when passing through
T’ao Chow, they had received a statement
from the chief of the tribe there, declaring
that the Nomén *Han (Dharma Réja, the
Chief of the Religious Law) had refippeared

% ‘Iﬂ: by metempsychosis, and had been

born mt:.o the world I@ {IE in that locality.
The chief entreated that the Nomén "Han
might be sent for to Tibet. On receipt of
the above, a translation of the despatch
was transmitted by the memorialist to the
Tibetan ‘Gouncll, which was ordered to
examine into the matter and make report
to him. The Council’s report has now
been received as follows :—1t is 5 fact that

Awang Chiamubalch’u’ch’éngchatso is the
re-émbodiment (Chubil’han) of the Erdeni
Nomén Han, heretofore invested with con-
trol of the affairs of Tibet, who ineurred
punishment for an offence committed,
whose name was Galdan Silet'n Samadi
Bakhshi Awangch'ulch’imu. Itis besought
as an extraordinary manifestation of His
Majesty's grace, that permission be ac-
corded to bring him back to Lassa, to
devote himself entirely to study of the
sacred writings, without venturing to inter-
fere in matters of public import. It is
further entreated that he may have his
former name and title bestowed upon him,
to the unbounded gratitude of the whole
population, both clergy and laity, of Tibet.
The memorialist, on receipt of the fore-
going, feels bound to submit the prayer to
the decigion of the Imperial Government,
and he forwards copies of the correspon-
dence received, including tramnslations of
the petitions or reports submitted to him
in the barbarian language.—Rescript : Let
the department concerned consider and
report to Us.

July 26th.—(1) Ch'ung How, acting
Governor-General of Féng-t'ien, memori-
alizes with reference to the appointment of
an officer as Magistrate of the district of
Hai-ch'éng, within which the port of Ying
K'ow (Newchwang) is situated. The fact
of this port being open to foreign trade,
with the frequent occurrence, consequently,
of international questions there, renders
the post all the more important. A Man-
chu named Fuh P'ei, aged 35, is recom-
mended for the appointment.—Referred to
the Board of Civil Office for consideration.

(2) The acting Governor of Shantung
memorializes with reference to an individual
named Kao Yeo-chéng, holding the rank
of captain (fu-sze), who had been appre-
hended some time ago near Chefoo after
committing divers acts of robb and
swindling. He appeared in the first instance
in October last year at Hwang Hien, where
he endeavouted to impose upon the district
Magistrate with a false account of his
having been robbed on the road of all his
money and valuables; but on his story
being found not’ to tally with the state-
ment made by his carter when interrogated,
he decamped, and proceeded to a place
called Yang Kia Yiian, where he gave
himself out at an inn as commissioned by
the Governor of Shantung to examine
secretly into the state of the coast defences.
He bullied the innkeeper with a display of
violence, on an attempt being made to
question him as to his real character,
flourished his sword, and extorted a sum
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of money and a parcel of foreign sugar
from his entertainer, whom he also compelled
to give him an I.0.U. for Tls. 46, which
sum he promised to make good when he
got back to the provinecial capital. After
an unsuccessful attempt to take in the
Taotai at Chefoo, he again visited Yang Kia
Yiian, but was finally arrested and brought
to trial. He declares that he was com-
missioned in June last by an officer named
Sun, of the Military Secretariat of Kansuh,
to proceed to Shantung to purchase
European munitions of war ; and he lays
claim to having been recommended for
brevet rank as lieutenant-colonel, of which,
however, he has no documentary proof. It
is solicited that he be stripped of his rank
as tu-sze, which, in any case, he has dis-
graced, in order that he may be tried and
sentenced.—Granted by rescript.

July 27th. No documents of importance.

July 28th.—(1) The Censor Li Kwei-lin
memorializes soliciting attention to the
abuses which, he declares, exist to an
unspeakable degree in connection with the
administration of the salt monopoly in the
province of Honan, constituting, together
with the gabelle of Chibli, the area of
the Ch'ang-lu salt department under the
direction of the Governor-General of the
last-named province. The memorialist
has been informed that the magistrate of
the Ngan-yang district in Honan, together
with his subordinate, the jail-warden,
animated by a rapacious desire of gain,
has for some years past dealt with the
licensed salt merchants as his chosen
prey, and has subjected the population
under his rule to aggravated ill-treatment.
The unlimited exaction these officials have
indulged in, and the inordinate character
of their demands, have led to the fraders
closing their doors and withdrawing from
business, so that the streets and market-
places are deserted, and the consumption
of salt, so important an element in the
revenue of the State, has dwindled away.
Notwithstanding the regard which the Go-
vernor-General of Chihli shews for the
interests of the trading community, he
nevertheless refers the complaints which
are brought before him to the Provincial
Government of Honan for explanation, and
in Honan they are treated with unvarying
indifference. The local officials are conse-
quently encouraged to believe themselves
beyond the reach of interference, and their
exactions in defiance of the law are indulged
in with no seeming limit. It is besought,
in the interest of the public revenue,
that a searching investigation may be in-
stituted into the conduct of the district

&

officials of Ngan-yang above-mentioned. —
For rescript see Gazetfe of 16th instant.

(2) The Governor of Shensi memorializes
supporting the application submitted to
him by the district Magistrate of P'u-ch’éng,
for a postponement of the half-yearly re-
venue collection, in consequence of the
suffering experienced in that district from
drought.—Granted by rescript dated 17th
instant.

(3) The Censor Téng Hwa-hi memo-
rializes calling attention to the disastrous
floods lately experienced in the province of
Kwangtung, where the floods of the North
river have caused a breach in the Shek-kok
Wei embankment, which guards the dis-
tricts of Ts'ing-yiian, Sam-shuei, Nanhai,
and Shun-teh from inundation, the
waters having swept through this dyke
for a distance of between one and two
hundred chang. Breaches have also occur-
red in a number of other embankments
elsewhere, the waters devastating the
country in a pitiable manner and causing
an immense destruction of life. He has
further learnt that, in the middle of June,
a sudden rise took place in a mountain
stream in the department of Lien Chow,
causing a flood which rose above the level
of the city walls, and which destroyed up-
wards of ten thousand persons, who were
unable to make good their escape. Among
the missing is the district officer of instruc-
tion. It is solicited that, under these
lamentable circumstances, the provincial
government may be commanded to in-
stitute proper measures of relief.—For re-
seript see Gazette of 16th inst.

July 29th.—(1) The two police Censors
in charge of the Eastern division of Peking
memorialize denouncing for punishment
the officer of police responsible for the good
order of the eastern suburb, in consequence
of the occurrence of a case of highway rob-
bery, the perpetrators of which have not
been discovered. The officer in question
has reported that on the 13th inst. a com-
plaint was lodged with him by the proprietor
of a grainshop in the neighbourhood of the
East Gate, to the effect that three days
previously, toward dusk, one of his men
was bringing a sum of Tls. 500 in silver on
donkey-back from a bank in the western
part of the city to his shop; when, on
reaching a certain point, the messenger
was stopped by five men who insisted on
searching him for contraband opium, and
who robbed him of the money he was
carrying, with which they made off. The
Censors request that the police officer be
stripped of his button and held bound to
effect the apprehension of the robbers and



Jury 20—30.]

105

- of the money stolen within a
”:gnw%e. —Assented to by rescript.

(2) The acting Governor of Shantung
memorializes reporting that the annual
dredgg-ing out of the northern section of
the Grand Canal, on its approach to the
Yellow River, has been efficiently per-
formed, and at a less cost than in former
years, owing to the employment of the
famine sufferers on the system of relief
works, The amount expended this year is
Taels 23,883, including the cost of com-

letely removing the sluice gate at Pa-li
gﬁm, which, since the Yellow River broke
across the Canal at this point, has proved
seriously detrimental by deflecting the
course of the stream and throwing it with
great violence against the embankment on
the west. The depth dredged out in the
Canal is amply sufficient to enable the
grain squadron, on its approach, to reach
and cross the Yellow River, after which it
will, as usual, await the rise of the water to
a height suficient to float it into the section
of the Canal beyond the northern bank.

July 30th.—(1) The Censor Téng K'ing-
lin memorializes at great length on the
unsatisfactory condition of the trade in tea
under licenses within the jurisdiction of the
Governor-General of Kansuh. He begins
by observing that whilst in the south-cast
of the Empire a revenue is derived from
licenses to monopolists of the salt-traffic,
in the northwest, a like system is applied
to tea. In Kansuh alone, of all the prc
vinces, a department exists, the headship
of which is combined with the functions
of the Governor-General, as is set forth in his
official title, for the control of the trade in
tea and horses ; and nowhere else but in
Kansuh are monopolists’ licenses, ch'e yin

%gl , issued for the distribution of tea.

It follows, consequently, that the dis-
tributing area formed by all the territories
beyond the Wall appertain to the province
of Kansuh. Under the system anciently
in force, the number of licenses to be
[annually] issued was 28,000 and odd, the
tea being obtained from Hupeh and Hunan,
and distributed by the license-holders
throughout Mongolia, Turkestan, and
Tangut. About 90 years ago the licenses,
fo the number of 1,032, which had pre-
viously been issued in the province of
Shensi, were added to those which the
Kansuh traders were held bound to take
out, and from this time forward the sale of
tea without licenses on the part of iraders
from Shensi came into vogue, and the
difficulties under which the Kansuh traders
labour took their rise from this point.

Between 50 and 60 years ago unprincipled

traders obtained passes, p’iao % 5 from
the Mongolian Superintendency (Li Fan
Yiian), under which they conveyed tea
to Turkestan and the adjacent regions for
sale, thus infringing upon the area belong-
ing to the holders of the Kansuh
licenses ; and the then Governor-General
of Kansuh, No-yen-ch’éng, obtained
sanction to the establishment of an
office at Ku-ch'éng (Guchen) to levy
duties upon this fraffic, the sum of
Tls. 8,000 being annually allotted from its
receipts in aid of the revenue required
from the Kansuh license-holders. The de-
scriptions of tea which, in earlier times,
constituted the staple of traffic were Pekoe,
Bohea, Hiang P'ien, Chulan, P'u-urh, ete.,
none of which were the produce of the
Hu Kwang region. In process of time, the
Hupeh and Hunan were illicitly brought
forward for sale, under the names of
“thousand catty,” ‘“hundred catty,” “‘hat-
box barrel,” and large or small ““brick-tea,”
with the object of perpetrating fraud and
confusion. In the year 1868, the traders
in question being desirous of proceeding
through Kiachta by way of the Russian
fronfier to the European tea-markets, the
Mongolian Superintendeney gave permission
to take out passes in quadruplicate, each
pass being for 12,000 catties of tea, upon
which the following amounts were to be
paid, viz., lekin, Tls. 30, and Customs’
duty, Tls. 21.7.8, Comparing the amount
of lekin and Customs’ duty imposed in this
wise upon the brick tea under these
12,000-catty passes with the rate of
Tls. 4.4.4 per 80 catties with which the
Kansuh license-holders are assessed, it is
seen that a difference of Tls. 614 odd
is secured, under the first-named system,
in favour of each lot, and it is not to be
wondered ab that the trade in tea without
licenses should have become so widely
spread as is the case. In 1874, the Gov-
ernor-General Tso Tsung-t'ang submitted
regulations for the Imperial sanction, pro-
posing experimentally to place the matter
in the hands of a mercantile combination.
Pointing out the wide difference that exists
between the amount of revenue derived
from the Li Fan Yiian passes and that
with which the Kansuh traders are assessed,
as also the extent to which the Hupeh
teas have encroached upon the Kansuh
distributing area, he proposed that, in con-
formity with the regulations established in
Kansuh, the full amount of the duty on
tea, as {ixed by standing rule, should be
levied before the issue of the license,
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leaving the likin to be paid at two places
in the course of transportation, and that
barriers for purposes of inspection should
be established under the authcrity of the
Taotai at Kwei-hwa Ch'éng. This was a
fair and reasonable proposal; and the
Board of Revenue having given ifs assent,
proclamations were issued calling upon the
trading classes to come forward and take
advantage of it, which they did with
alacrity. Since the inauguration of this
system in 1874 upwards of 30,000 licenses
have been issned for tea-shipments, leaving
upwards of 20,000 licenses still in the
Taotai’s hands ; but, unfortunately, the
other system going on pari passu, the tea

under official sanction, Kwan ch'a E%

has failed to command a market, and the
dealers have been left with it on their
hands for three years past, with daily
augmenting expenses to defray. The con-
sequence has been ruin in numberless
cases. Im another year or two the charges
accumulating will equal the prime cost of
the investment, and hundreds of thousands
ol taels of capital will be wholly lost.
The cause of this lamentable state of
allairs is no other than that the tea illicitly
sent away without licenses from Kwei-hwa
Ch'éng 1is enabled successfully to compete
with the tea under official sanction, owing to
the lower rate of duty it pays and its
consequent cheapness. The licensed traders
sulfer nnder daily increasing troubles, and
the revenue derived from them in like
manner disappears.  On the rules proposed
by the Governor-General Tso having been
introduced, he wrote to the Governor of
Shansi, desiring him to write in turn to the
Manchu General-in-chief, commanding at
Sui-yiian Ch’éng, with the request that
the Taotai of the Kwei-hwa and Sui-
yiian Intendancy and the sub-Prefect
of Kwei-hwa Ch'éng should be directed
to put the new system in force. The
sub-Prefect, however, allowed himself to
ho persuaded hy the ex parfe state-
ments of the Wn Ch'ang Fah and other
tea firms, to the effect that the tea they
dealt in was disposed of on the principle of
selling tea without licenses in territory not
pertaining to the licensing systei, and that
their operations in no wise atfected the in-
terests of the Kansuh traders. It was fur-
ther represented that in 1866-1867, when,
in consequence of Turkestan being in a
state of disorder, there was no outlet for
the tea-trade, the Manchu General-in-chief
obtained at their solicitation Imperial sanc-

Wnn to the issue of quadruplicate passcs,

ssucd by the Mongolian SBuperintendency,
under which tea might be conveyed across

the Russian border vid Kiachta to the
European market. On the issue of a decree
in September, 1868, granting this sanction,
the statement continued, the tea which
had long been accumulating began to
find a complete outlet; but of late trade
has been in a very depressed condition,
and the further establishment of lekin
barriers is to be deprecated. The peti-
tioners declared, in addition, that the
eleven firms engaged in the trade were in
the habit of sending agents each year to
Hupeh, whence brick-tea to the amount of
gsome 10,000 chests and upwards, of 120
catties each, were obtained, paying duty at
the rate of 1 mace 1 candareen, in addition
to which 300 ckwan Hj (packages?) of
mao-ho or ‘ hat-box” tea, of 30 catties
each, paying duty at the rate of 3
candareens 3 cash, were imported by
them. The sub-Prefect having repre-
sented hereupon that serious difficulties
might be apprehended if the cost of tea
should be enhanced by the levy of lekin on
this article, so necessary a staple of con-
sumption among the Mongol tribes, the
(General-in-chief returned a reply to this
effect, and the regulations which had been
promulgated with Imperial sanction were
consequently set aside. The memorialist

.proceeds to attack the veracity of the

statements made by the Kwei-hwa Ch’éng
tea traders, and to point out the vast
difference between the amount of duties
which they admit as the maximum they
are called upon to pay, and the impost
with which the regular license-holders
would be assessed for simi quan-
tities. The charges to which they are
liable under the -system are shewn to
be no more than [;th of those which the
Kansuh license-holders are assessed with ;
and the memorialist consequently solicits
a Decree putting an end to the issue
of passes on the part of the Mon-
golian Superintendency. He points out,
moreover, that tea is sent without
licenses from Szech’'wan to Tibet, and
he solicits that commands be given
to Tso Tsung-t'ang to establish offices in
Szech’'wan in order to put a rigorous
stop o such abuses, remarking that the
extension of his authority in this special
respect into another province than his own
is justificd by precedents drawn from the
salt administration.—For rescript sece
Gazetie of 20th inst.

July 31st.—No documents of importance.

Aug. 1st.—(1) A Decree. Tsai Shén

ﬁ %:f: memorialises Us praying that he
may b velieved of his duty, on the ground

-



- .
of chronic ill-health. Let Tsai Shén ac-
¢cordingly be relieved of his appointment to
do duty as an Assistant Chamberlain.
(2) A decree based upon a memorial
presented by the Censor Shén Hung, who
has called attention to the visitations with
which a number of the Provinces have been
afflicted time and again, and has begged that
the servants of the State throughout the
Empire be commanded to devote their active
energies to the task of good government.
Tt is to be observed, hereupon, that with
reference to the plague of locusts which has
afflicted the provinces of Kiangsu and Ngan-
hwei in the course of the present year, We
have repeatedly enjoined upon the pro-
vincial high authorities that they should
give orders to their subordinates to effect
the eapture of the flights. In the caso of
Fuhkien and Kwangtung, which have suf-
fered from disastrous floods, and of Shansi,
which has been afflicted in even still greater
measure by drought, Our commands have
been laid upon the Provincial Governments
to devise such measures as are requisite for
the relief of distress. The Censor now
represents that Hunan and Kwangsi have
also suffered with floods, that Shensi and
Kansuh have been afilicted with drought,
that Shantung, Honan, and the metropolitan
rovince have equally been visited by
Ponust. flights, and that a tempestuous
wind has swept over Kiangsu and Che-
kiang, with such violence as to level
dwelling-houses with the ground, and
to cause the destruction of sailing-craft.
The perusal of his memorial has profound-
ly affected Our sympathy. In the anxious
regard which the Sovereign cherishes for
the interests of the people, no case of
suffering from natural calamity ever oceurs
without filling his mind by day and night
with grief and care, and causing him to
reflect without ceasing upon the better dis-
charge of his duty. At this juncture,
when visitations have followed each other
80 repeatedly, it is a duty manifestly in-
cumbent upon all the officers of govern-
ment, throughout the Empire, to aim at a
just and loyal course of conduct, and to
exert themselves in the task of remedying
the evils that are endured. The Gov-
ernors-General and Governors of all the
provinces, who are invested with the
vicegerence of their respective territories,
are bound in a still higher degree
to use active efforts in guarding against
blind adherence to routine, and to be
energetic in effecting reform. For all
suffering 3m0nﬁ the people it is their duty
to feel sympathetic care; and fraudulent
musrepresentation upon the part of official
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underhings they must at all times be ready
to chastise, to the end that the principle
of supreme order may daily increase in
vigour ; thus enabling, as a natural conse-
quence, the beneficent results of harmony
[lbutwuen the seen and the unseen powers]
to be secured, and grievous visitations to
be dissipated. Let the Provineial Govern-
ments report to Us the actual facts with
reference to the degree of severity with
which their several jurisdictions have been
afllicted, and also the measures which should
be instituted for relief, in order that Our
anxious care may be assuaged.

(3) The Governor-General of the Two
Hu provinces memorializes reporting the
decision arrived at on the rehearing of an
appeal ease referred back from Peking.
The appellant, Chang Ch'éng-hing, had
alleged- that certain individuals, named
T'ang Ming-hwén and others, had caused:
the death of his relative Chang San-wan
and three others, in consequence of a dis-
pute about the felling of some trees at the
family burying ground. The case goes back
to the year 1861, when, owing to some un-
cerfainty regarding the boundary between.
adjacent properties, a quarrel arose be-
tween members of the two families, and in
a fight which ensued the four individnals,
whose deaths are complained of lost their
lives. It is now found that the ringlenders:
of the affray have escaped beyond the reach.
of capture, the most guilty of the number-
being shewn to have died in 1866:; but
certain of the participators in the affair are
sentenced to bastinadoing, which sentence,
however, is remitted in virtue of the Act
of Grace of 1875.

Aug. 2nd—(1) A decrce based upon a
memorial from the Court of Censors, re-
porting that a complaint has been lodged
by one Hu Tso-hwai, alleging an attempt
made to set at naught the execution of the
law by a fraudulent abuse of regulations,
It appears that the complainant’s father.
Hu She-li, having been murdered by Chan
K'i-lun (see Gazette of April Tth, 1876),
and Chan K'i-lun having been sentenced
to suffer death by strangulation after
process of revision, a military officer named
Wu Tung-shan instigated Chan Hwan-chang
to come to Peking for the purpose of
planning with T'ien Ming-king, an officer
of the courier-post service, and others, an
intrizue to effect the delivery of Chan
K’i-lun from paying the penalty of his
crime. Concurrently with this, the Censor
Téng K'ing-lin memorialized to the effect
that, in cases where military officers are
proved guilty of offences, the regnlations
representations to be made [ov



108

[Ava. 2—3.

circumstances in their favour.] Chan Hwan-
chang and another hereupon presented a
false statement at the Board of Punish-
ments and at the Magistracy of Hwang-
ngan, his native district, declaring that
a member of Chan K'i-lun’s family had
lost his life in battle ; whilst T’ien Ming-
king and others went with a draught of
the Censor’s memorial to Chan K'i-lun’s
house to demand a sum of money. The
statements thus advanced, involving, as
they do, a conspiracy to defeat the sentence
imposed in so serious a matter as a trial
for a capital crime, and implicating a
functionary whose: prerogative it is to
address the Throne, call for the most
searching investigation. Let the Board of
Punishments institute a stringent enquiry,
not failing to elicit the actual truth. Let
the Yamén of Gendarmerie, the Governor
of Shun-t'ien Fu, the Police Censors, and
the Governor-General of Chihli take mea-
sures conjointly for the apprehension of
the two men Wu Hi-che and Chan Hwan-
chang, who have taken to flight ; and let
the Censor Téng K'’ing-lin hold himself in
readiness to appear when summoned to
give evidence.

(2) A decree, removing from office, or
compelling to retire from the public service,
certain officials who have been denounced
as incompetent by the Governor-General
and Governor of Kwangtung. Ts'ung Ling,
the Prefect of Lui-chow Fu, and Hwang
Kywang-chow, Magistrate of Lo-ting Chow,
are declared to have abused the functions
of their office by delays in the discharge of
duty. The former is commanded to return
to Canton fo do duty ; and the latteris com-
pulsorily retired. Chéng Hiao-ju, District
Magistrate of Ts'ing-yiian, is similarly dealt
with, as superannuated and chargeable with
improper conduct ; and an expectant Magis-
trate is stripped of his rank on the score
of his coarse and violent disposition, which
has excited public disapprobation.

(3 and 4) Memorials from the Governor-
General and Governor of Fuhkien, report-
ing minor incidents of reform of military
abuses in Formosa on the recent visit of
the Governor, Ting Jih-ch'ang, to the
island.

Aug. 3rd.—(Court Circular.) Wén Kéh,
newly appointed Governor of Shangtung,
paid his respects on his arrival at Peking.

(1) The high authorities at Foochow
memorialize reporting the arrival there of
a Liu-ch'ivan junk, with eight distressed
mariners on board, who, on being examined
through an interpreter, declare that they
sailed from Peh-shan Fu on the 5th April
for Pa-ch'ung Shan (in the Meiaco-sima

group), intending to fish for conger-eels,
but were blown out to sea by a gale, and
drifted with the current to San Sha, on
the Chinese coast. Here the local author-
ities kindly supplied them with pro-
visions, and sent them on to Ting-hai,
where they arrived on the 16th April.
From this place they were forwarded to
Foochow. Having been taken charge of
by the authorities, they will be supplied
according to regulation, from the date of
their arrival at Foochow, the 21st April,
with one pint of rice and six cash in money
per diem, until their embarkation. They
will then be equipped with one month’s
provisions.

(2) The high authorities at Foochow
solicit exemption from taxation on behalf
of the rice which it is necessary to import
from Kiangsu and Chehkiang, to meet the
exigencies of the situation in Fuhkien, owing
to the recent floods.—Granted by rescript.

(3) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh-
kien, memorializes reporting the receipt of
a despatch from Wu Kwang-liang, the newly
appointed Brigade-General in chief com-
mand of the East coast division of Formosa,
stating that he had left T"ai-wan Fu on the
27th May, to proceed by the road cut this
year through the Héng-ch'un district to
the East coast, where he intended to take
up his head-quarters at Siu Ku Lwan
%m@?, with a view to instituting per-
manent measures in the shape of a Settle-
ment of military colonists, The Governor
had further issued instructions, he states,
to the Taotai of Taiwan to take advantage
of the favourable season for navigation,
and to send a cargo of provisions to the
spot by steamer. He has learnt, likewise,
that Wu Tsan-ch’éng (the Commissioner in
charge of the Foochow Arsenal), who has
lately arrived in Formosa, intended to
proceed on the 17th June to visit the East
Coast, including Pi-lan and Siu Ku Lwan.
This last-named place has been hitherto
untrodden by the foot of man since the
creation of the world, notwithstanding
which Wu Tsan-ch’éng had scarcely arrived
in Formosa when he boldly proceeded
thither. He was a passenger from the
Pescadores on board the same steamer
with the Governor on the memorialist’s
recent return to Foochow; and in the
midst of a storm at sea, when the
Governor, clasping his pillow, was in the
agonies of unintermitting sea-sickness,
Wu Tsan-ch’éng remained pacing the deck
and making observations around him with
a quiet and unmoved countenance, as
though at any ordinary moment. In vigour
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of both mind and body he excels the
memorialist in a tenfold degree. He will
hereafter, doubtless, himself report upon
the measures instituted at the point refer-
red to. The Taotai at Taiwan reports, as
regards the troops at the capital of the
island, that they have been sufficiently in-
dustrious in their drill and target-practice ;
but that, unfortunately, a good deal
of epidemic disease has prevailed since the
summer set in. The Brigade-General of
Taiwan, Chang K'i-kwang, whom the Go-
vernor had some time since directed to
visit both the northern and southern divi-
sions of his command, and to weed out
unsparingly the useless members of the
established forces, has mow reported offi-
cially that he visited Féng-shan on the 7th
June, and there dismissed 248 of the
superannuated and weakly soldiers of the
two battalions having their head-quarters
there. The Governor ohserves hereupon
that during his recent visit to Formosa he
found the proportion of inefficient men to
be 80 or 90 per cent. of the whole, and that
in dismissing no more than 241 men of the
force the Brigade-General has made a
mere pretence of discharging his duty.
Orders have now been issued to him with
the warning that, if on his visit to the
northern districts he does not set aside all
personal considerations and act with full
earnestness in reforming the condition of
the troops, he shall be denounced in strin-
gent terms to the Throne.—Reseript : It is
noted.

(4) The Governor-General and Governor
at Foochow memorialize reporting the
selection of the present Prefect of Ting-
chow Fu, Yen K'iai @ #:% by name, a
Manchu, aged 49, holding the Kii-jén
degree, to succeed to the post of Prefect
of Foochow. The usual declaration as to
his character and antecedents is given.

Aug. 4th.—(1) A decree conferring ap-
pointments connected with the Hanlin
College and the Court of Censors.

(2 and 3) Memorials from the Prince of
Li and his colleagues of the Imperial Com-
mission specially appointed for this purpose,
submitting the result of their deliber-
ations respecting the position to be assigned
to the tablet of his late Majesty in the
Imperial Ancestral Temple.

4) A memorial from Chung P’ei-hien,
Reader of the Grand Secretariat, separately
submitting his views on the above subject.

(5) The high authoritics at Foochow
memorialize reporting that they have
established a Charitable Commission for the
distribation of relief to the sufferers by
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the recent floods, at the head of which
they have placed the Taotai Kung Yih-t'u,
who is at present on leave at Foochow, his
native place, from his proper post, Chefoo.
He is a man of large capacity combined
with prudence, active and enterprising in
the conduct of affairs, not deterred by
dread of incurring personal antipathies or
inclined to shrink from business connected
with naval administration (i.e., on the new
system.) An extension of his leave for
two months is solicited, in order that the
authorities may continue to enjoy the
advantage of his active management of the
Commission.—Granted by rescript.

5th Aug.—(1) A decree in reply to a
memorial from Tso Tsung-t'ang, who has
reported the result of a trial instituted in
the case of the ex-district Magistrate of
Tun-hwang, accused of bringing falsecharges
against his successor in office, in revenge
for the latter’s refusal to take over his
accounts as they stood. The charges and
countercharges have been enquired into,
with the result of finding the successor in
office, Tsiang Shun-tah, guilty of neglect to
discover that excessive levies of taxation
were carried on in his district, for which
shortcoming he has been already stripped
of his rank. The accuser, Sieh Yung-hiin,
who had misappropriated public funds, with
design to commit embezzlement, and who
subsequently was rash enough to present a
complaint based upon an anonymous and
consequently unlawful handbill, is dis-
missed from the public service for ever.

(2) A rescript confirming a number of
military appointments submitted by the
Board of War after passing the candidates
in review. The list is headed by Colonel

Shang Ch’ang-mow fﬁgﬁﬂf, who has
been breveted as aManchu Brigade-General,

and whose appointment as Colonel com-
mandant of the Governor-General's brigade
in Kwangtung is confirmed.

The remainder of this day’s Gazetfe is
occupied by farther memorials relating to
the enshrinement of the Imperial tablet,
presented by the Vice-President Yiian
Pao-héng and the Commissioner of the
Court of Transmission, Sih Chén.

Anug. 6th.—CourtCircular.) The Governor
of Shun-tien Fu reports that rain has
fallen to the degree of entire saturation.—
This refers to the 24 hours of rain experi-
enced on the 4th inst.

The whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied
with farther memorials on the question of
the enshrinement of the Imperial tablet.

Aug. Tth and 8th.—The Gazettes for both
days are entirely occupied with memorials
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from various members of the Government
departments at Peking, bringing to bear
their respective stores of antiquarian erudi-
tion on the subject of the place to be

assigned to the tablet of the late Emperor

in the Imperial Ancestral Temple.

Aug. 9th.—(1) A decree commanding
that selection be made from among the
Prefects throughout the provinece of Sze-
ch’wan to fill the post of Prefect of Chéng-
tu Fu (the provincial centre); and nomina-
ting P’éng Ming-ti to fill the vacancy that
will be cansed by the transfer.

No other documents of importance.

Aug. 10th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from Ting Pao-chéng, newly
appointed Governor-General of Sze-ch'wan,
who has denounced twelve department and
district Magistrates for defalcation or mis-
appropriation connected with public monies
under their charge. As requested, all the
officials incriminated arve stripped of their
rank, and are required to make restitution
within two months, under penalty of being
subjected to severe punishment.

(2) A decree based upon a farther memo-
rial from the same authority, who has
denounced a large number of department
and district Magistrates for various forms
of incompetency or flagitions conduct.
Among these are an officer named Yao
‘Weén-siin, who has served as acting Depart-
ment Magistrate of Yeo-yang Chow, and
who is impeached as * regardless of the
people’s affairs, and possessed of but
mediocre ability.” Another officer, Hwang
Kia-hwén by name, who has been Magistrate
of the same department, is characterized as

ilty of ‘‘unauthorized exactions on his
own behalf, and devoid of compassion for
the people.” All the incriminated func-
tionaries, each characterized in the con-
demnatory ¢ eight-word  paragraphs ”
required by regulation in these cases, are
stripped of their rank as requested. —N.B.
Yeo-yang Chow is the department which
was distinguished for a series of years as
the scene of continual disturbances between
the Roman Catholic proselytes and the non-
Christian Chinese, and by the murder of
several priests.

(3) A rescript to a memorial reporting
the escape of two prisoners, named Chang
Hao-i and Chan Lao-wu from the prison
of the Judicial Commissioner of Sze-ch’wan.
The jail warden is stripped of his rank and
ordered to be placed on trial, and the most
stringent measures taken to ascertain
whether any guilty connivance has been
indulged in by any of the elerks or warders.
The two escaped prisoners are also to be
apprehended without fail.

[Ave. 8—12.

-(4) A decrce conferring rank as district
Magistrates or as superintendents of in-
struction, respectively, upon the provincial
graduates of the pa kung shéng and yeo
shéng classes who have been presented in
aundience affer passing examination at
Peking. '

Aug. 11th.—(1) A decree, referring to the
representations lately received from the
Censor T"éng Hwa-hi respecting the dis-
asters caused by the recent floods in Kwang-
tung,—and acknowledging the receipt of a
memorial from Chang Chao-tung, Governor
of the province, which has now come to
hand, in which the damage caused by the
bursting of the river embankments is de-
geribed. The commands heretofore given
for the relief of distress are repeated.

(2) A decree handing over to the Board of
Punishments for trial, four robbers from an
adjacent province whose capture in Peking
has been reported by the police censors.

(3) The acting Governor of Shantung
memorializes laying before the Throne a
representation addressed to him by certain
notables of the province, who came for-
ward to eulogize the virtues of a former
Lieutenant-Governor and acting Governor
named Wu T’ing-tung, who endeared him-
self to the people in a lasting manner by
his exertions in the public cause at the
time of the diversion of the course of the
Yellow River and subsequently. His ad-
mission to sacrificial honours is requested.
—Referred by rescript for the consideration
of the Board of Ceremonies.

12th Aug.—(1) A Decree. The Groom
of the Library (of the Supervisorate of
Instruction), Wén Chung-han, memorializes
Us stating that the scarcity caused by
drought in the province of Shansi has
reached an excessive degroe, and he suggests
that contributions be called for in aid of
the distribution of relief. Let the Board
of Revenue consider and report to Us.

(2) Li Hoh-nien, Director-General of the
Yellow River, memorializes reporting that
the whole of the grain junks bound for
the north had reached the Tai Miao sluice

38 5[5 of the Grand Canal, there to

await a sufficient rise in the water to enable
them to cross the Yellow River. The
squadron had reached the point above-
named by the 2bth June, and were conse-
quently within ten /i of the point at which
the passage of the river is effected. As,
however, the depth of water in the Yellow
River was but little over one ch'ih at the
time of the vessels’ arrival, it was
necessary to await a rise of the river be-
fore any further progress could be made.
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Aug. 13th.—(1) A Decree. On receiving
intelligence recently from Tséng Kwoh-
ts’tian with reference to the suffering caused
by drought in the province of Shansi, We
gaye sanction by rescript to the appropria-
tion” of sums destined for transmission to
Peking to purposes of relief, and We
farther commanded that enquiry be in-
stituted in the distressed districts to as-
certain whether postponements or remis-
sions of revenue were called for. We
have now received a memorial from the
Censor Hu P'ing-che to the following
effect :—*¢ It is reported that, at the pro-
spect of reductions and remissions of
taxation being granted, the magistrates of
departments and districts in the province
in question are hastening to enforce im-
mediate collection of the revenue, with a
view to falsely representing hereafter that
the people are in arrears and converting to
their own use the amounts obtained.
When distributions of grain take place, it
has further to be stated, the clerks and
underlings take advantage of the opportunity
to levy exactions, demanding future repay-
ments at the rate of cenl per cent. The
famine sufferers are consequently deterred
from venturing to apply for relief, and
cases actually happen in which payments in
money are offered to exempt individuals
from receiving their quota of relief. AslI
am now informed, this abuse is practised
also in the provinces of Honan and Shan-
tung.” The territorial authorities are in
duty bound to use their ntmost endeavours
to ecause Our bounty to reach the sufferers
whom it is intended to relieve; and it is
indeed most scandalous if conduct such as
is represented in the memorial now before
Us is indulged in. We command the Go-
vernors-General and Governors concerned
to make active enquiries into the circum-
stances. Let them feel bound to punish
most severcly any officials or employés who
are insensible to the sufferings of the peo-
ple, and who avail themselves of one
pretext or another to commit abuses, to
the end that a warning be given agamst
rapacity and corruption, and the interests
of the people be cared for.

(2) A Decree. Ting Jih-chang has me-
morinlized Us soliciting leave of absence to
enable him to return to his native place for
the care of his health, his complaint having
again agsumed an aggravated cl’ml‘wi:u?.
We grant him three months’ eongé for this

Sy
purpose. Let Pao Héng ﬁ 7 (the
Lieutenant-Governor) act in his stead as
Governor of Fuhkien.

(3) A deeree inunswer to a memorial from
the Censor Hu P'inge-che, who has represented

that tho heads of the principal departments
of government have failed, of late, to ex-
ercise any discrimination in the appointment
of Secretaries to permanent posts after ser-
ving their terms of probation. In lieu of do-
ing their duty in this respect, it is stated
the Presidents and Vice-Presidents are
accustomed to institute merely the formal
exa.mi.natio_n prescribed by law, without
exercising in a single instance their powers
of rejection for inefficiency. It follows,
consequently, that men of bad character
succeed in introducing themselves among
the official ranks. It is commanded here-
upon, in view of the importance of the
interests involved, and with special refe-
rence to the Hanlin College and the Court
of Uensors, that a severe discrimination be
henceforward exercised by the heads of
departments, in order to secure a proper
class of functionaries. The Hanlin College
in particular is required, the time being
now at hand when it should submit for
approbation a list of proposals for the office
of Censor, to make its selection as justice
demands, choosing none but individuals of
upright, spotless, and judicious character.

(4) The Censor Shén Hung memorializes
dwelling upon the calamitous visilations in
the shape of drought, floods, tempestuous
weather, and plagues of locusts, with which
divers provinces have of late been afflicted ;
and urges that the servants of the State
throughout the Empire be called upon to
pay a more earnest regard to morality, and
to. aim at an effectual discharge of their duty
in matters relating to the instruction of the
people and the provision of their means of
sustenance, as also in the administration of
the eriminal law.—For rescript summariz-
ing this memorial, and issning injunctions
as solicited, see Gazette of 1st inst.

() The Court of Censors memorialize
forwarding an appeal lodged by Hu Tso-
hwai, a native of the province of Hupeh,
aged 27, who makes the following state-

ment; :— My father, Hu She-li fif] - i,

whilst engaged in trade at Yang-chow’, was
assassinated in May 18756 by Chan K'i-lun

%E&ﬁ, who was condemned for this
crime to suffer death by strangulation after
the period of revision, and this sentence
was confirmed by rescript. I removed my
father’s remains, in contentment with this
sentence, for interment at our family home ;
but a relative of Chan K'i-lun’s, named
‘Wu Tung-shan, an officer commanding in a
battalion of Hunan irregulars, incited a
kinsman named Chan Hwan-chang to pro-
coud to Peking for the purpose of intriguing
with the aid of T"ien Ming-king, the Hunan
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provincial postal agent stationed at Peking,
and certain titular officials, to contrive a
means of escaping the infliction of the
penalty unpon Chan K'i-lun. At this
moment, opportunely, the Censor T'éng
¥ing-lin presented a memorial bringing
to light the enactment that military
officers convicted of crime are entitled
to allege [circumstances such as the
death of relatives in action] in their
favour ; and on the 13th March last, T'ien
Ming-king and his associates went with a
" copy of the memorial to Chan K'i-lun's
house to demand a sum of money. 1
have farther learnt that Chan Hwan-chang
handed in last winter a fictitions statement
to the Board of Punishments, declaring
that a member of the condemned man’s
family had been killed in action ; whilst a
brother of Wu Tung-shan’s, named Wu
Hi-che, had been instructed to lodge a
similar statement at the district magistracy
of Hwang-ngan in Hunan, Chan K'i-lun's
native place.”—The complainant goes on
to recount his interviews with the con-
federates, whom he tracked to Peking, and
to asseverate that no such person ever
existed as the relative of Chan K’i-lun's
who is said to have fallen in the service of
the state. The Court of Censors submit
his appeal as one which calls for thorough
investigation, and add a statement to the
effect that Wu Hi-che and Chan Hwan-
chang, for whose detention orders had been
issued, are reported by the police magistrate
of the district to have absconded to Tien-
tsin. It is solicited that commands be
sent to the local authorities to effect their
apprehension.—For rescript see Gazette of
2nd inst.

(6) The acting Governor of Shantung
memorializes reporting that Hwang Ta-hoh

T K fifl, Profect of Yih-chow Fu, has

been selected to fill the vacancy of Prefect
of Tsi-nan Fu, within which the provineial
capital is situated, vice Yii Shan, promoted
to an Intendantship of Circuit. The usual
detailed history of Hwang Ta-hoh’s official
antecedents is appended, with the request
that a trifling lack of fulfilment of official
requirements, as to completed periods of
service in other posts, may be overlooked.
According to the decree received (see Gazetle
of 6th June), the vacancy caused by his
transfer will be filled by the officer named
Ngién Sih.—Rescript: Let the Board of
Civil Office consider and report to Us.

Aug. 14th.—(1 and 2.) Decrees in answer
to memorials from the Military Lieutenant-
Governor of Jeh-ho, with reference to
sundry civil appointments under his control.

(3) A Decree. Tséng Kwoh-ts’iian has
memorialized Us stating that the distress
occasioned by the drought in Shansi has
reached excessive proportions, and request-
ing that contributions toward the supply of
funds for relief may be raised (by the sale
of titles, etc.) in conformity with the

recedent in the case of the Tientsin
floods.] Let the Board of Revenue take
this memorial into consideration at the
same time with the proposal submitted by
Wén Chung-han (see Gazette of 12th inst.)

(4) A decree based upon a memorial from
the Captain General King Show and his
colleagues, reporting a disturbance which
had occurred within the Southern Hunting
Park (Nan Yiian). On the 10th inst. it
appears a mob of some 30 or 40 of the
villagers dwelling within the Hunting
Park, headed by one Ho Lung-urh, with
arms in their hands, had presented them-
selves in a tumultuous manner at the gate
of the Chén Kwoh temple ; and on a party
of soldiers being led to the spot by the
adjutant on duty, the mob headed by Ho
Lung-urh had the audacity to attack them,
wounding two of their number. Conduct
so lawless as this passes all bounds; and
the office of Gendarmerie is commanded to
apprehend the whole of the party of villagers,
without fail, and to bring them to justice.
The proper authorities are at the same
time commanded to exercise a watchful
care for the future over the conduct of the
soldiery quartered in the Hunting Park,
and to punish severely any wilful acts of
neglect on their part.

5) A Decree of the Empresses Dowager,
referring to the various memorials that have
been received on the subject of the enshrine-
ment of the tablets of the late Emperor
and Empress in the temple of Ancestry.
In addition to the commands laid upon the
commission headed by the Prince of Tun
to take these memorials into further con-
sideration, the Grand Secretary Li Hung-
chang was farther called upon for a state-
ment of his views. He has lately memo-
rialized giving it as his opinion that sys-
tematic rules should be adopted as the
times may render desirable, and advocating
the enlargement of the tablet-shrine. The
Prince of Tun and his colleagues, on the
other hand, have this day memorialized
requesting that the decision heretofore sub-
mitted be acted upon. It is commanded,
hereupon, that the course of proceeding
recommended by the Prince of Tun and
his colleagues be carried into effect, the
tablet-shrine being repaired and redecorated
in conformity with a precedent set in the
first year of the reign Tao-kwang (1821.)



Auc. 14—17.]

113 i

(6) Ku-ni-yin-pu, acting Military Gov-
ernor of Kirin, memorializes submitting a
list of recommendations of the officials who
have distinguished themselves in the opera-
tions undertaken against the lawless gold-
hunters. Apart from those who have been
killed in actual fight or beheaded when
taken prisoners, upwards of 600 have been
put to death after undergoing judicial trial.
A list of 34 civil and military officials is
submitted, in addition to those upon whom
the Military Governor has of his own
authority conferred buttons of the 5th, 6th,
or Tth rank.—The recommendations sanc-
tioned by rescript.

Aug 15th.—(1) A decree in answer to
a memorial from Tséng Kwoh-ts'tian, Gov-
ernor of Shansi, who has represented that
large deficiencies have been found in the
amounts of revenue for the collection of
which a sub-Prefect, now deceased, was
responsible. Tt is requested that his pro-
perty be attached to make good the
amounts owing. The Lieutenant-General
of the Banner to which deceased (a Man-
chu) belonged is directed to take the
necessary steps accordingly. The attention
of the Governor is drawn to discrepancies
of statements occurring in his memorial.

(2) A Decree. For the 20th inst., at-
tendance on duty in the Palace is
remitted.

(8) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of
Chihli, memorializes at great length with
reference to certain allegations submitted
to him for enquiry respecting a tract of
Jand in the department of Pa Chow, the
produce of which was appropriated by an
arrangement made about a century and a
half ago, toward the supply of rations for
the guards of the Western Imperial Mau-
solea. The Superintendents had memo-
rialized, on the strength of a petition
lodged with them by sundry individuals
named, complaining of long-standing mal-

ractices on the part of the Pa Chow
gdagistmcy, which they represented was
in the habit of withholding the grain
supply due from the land in question
under pretext of its having been laid waste
by incursions of the river—whereas, accord-
ing to the statement made, a subsequent
change in the course of the river, which
had at one time invaded the tract, had
again restored it to productiveness. The
result of the enquiry goes to shew that the
tract of land in question originally measured
5,767 mow, lying in proximity to seven
villages of the Pa Chow department, with
respect to which it was arranged in A.D.
1733 that it should be leased to cultivators
on the métayer system, the farmer retaining

6/10 of the produce and delivering 4/10
to government, through a special officer
appointed to manage the matter. The Tice,
afterbeing husked, was to beforwarded to the
granaryat Yih Chow, for issue tothe troopsof
the Maunsoleum guards. In1831, theadminis-
tration of thelands was placed, in obedience to
a decree, in the hands of the Magistrate of
the Department ; and the complaints that
have now been brought forward are declared
to be groundless ; it being shewn that the
produce of the land, so far as any has been
obtained, has been remitted to the proper
quarter, although not distinguished from
the bulk of other grain appertaining to the
southern rice-tribute, which was sent for-
ward by the same authority. The petitioners
are declared to have come forward with the
design of supplanting the present lessees of
the land ; and orders have been given for
their apprehension.

Aug. 16th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from Jui Lien, Military Lieuten-
ant-Governor of Ch'ahar, who has reported
that in consequence of a heavy rainstorm
which broke over Chang-kia K'ow (Kalgan)
on the 6th inst., the waters of a mountain
torrent broke through the dam which had
only recently been constructed for the
protection of the Military cantonment, and
swept away upwards of two hundred of the
soldiers’ dwellings, causing besides some
loss of life. Great regret 1s expressed on
the receipt of this intelligence, and injunc-
tions are laid upon the Lieutenant-Governor
to afford all the relief that may be required.
The Governor-General of Chihli is com-
manded to cause surveys to be held with a
view to the necessary repairs,

(2) Li Hoh-nien, Director-Geeneral of the
Yellow River, memorializes reporting upon
the condition of the embankments at the
approach of the season when the autumn
freshets are to be looked for. At this
period, he ohserves, more than ordinary
vigilance is necessary, to guard against
injury to the embankments owing toa
sudden rise in the river. Since last Sprin
the rainfall has been so scanty that the
water has been unusually low, and the
absence of a strong ewrrent has allowed
banks to form in’the actual channel, the
course of the river becoming in consequence
deflected into different channels approach-
ing both the morthern and the southern
bank, through which means the protecting
embankments have become subjected to
danger through wundermining. Active
measures have been adopted to guard
against the danger threatened by this cause.

Aung. 17th.—Li Hung-chang, Governor-
General of Chihli, memorializes stating
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that he has received a report from the
Superintendent of Customs at Newchwang
on the amounts collected by him doring the
year ending Mareh 11th, 1877. The * fixed
amount” and ““ supplementary amount” of
duties for the annual collection of which
his office is responsible have been got in to
their full extent, but the “extra supple-
mentary” collection, which is fixed by re-
gulation at Tacls 80,000, is represented only
by Taels 63,175 actually collected. The
deficiency is explained by the encroach-
ment of shipments by steamer, on native
account, which come within the scope of
the foreign collectorate, npon the ground
properly belonging to the administration of
the native Custom House. For instance,
during the previons twelvemonth, the
amount of duties collected by the foreign
branch of the Customs was Tls. 239,000
and odd, which includes Tls. 180,000 and
odd paid by Chinese shippers in foreign
bottoms, According to the tariff of the
Board of Revenue, they would have
been required to pay duty amonuting to
Tls. 118,000 (which would have gone to
the credit of the native Custom House.)
Daring the past twelvemonth, the total
amonnt collected as above was Tls. 257,600
and odd, including Tls, 176,000 contributed
by Chinese shippers. The disturbance in
the revenue system which is thus caused is
pleaded in excuse of the shortcoming in
the older branch of the collectorate; and it
is solicited that the deficiency of Tis.
16,824 in the ‘‘extra supplementary”
amount, caused by the encroachment of
of the * foreign” on the  native” Custom
House, may be made good in conformity
with previous precedent by a transfer from
the account of the foreign branch.—
Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue con-
sider and report to Us. (See Gazette of
September 13th, 1876.) [
The remainder of this day’s Gazeffe is
oceupied with administrative details.

Aug, 18th.—(1) A Decree. Let Ming
Hiin %% go to be superintendent of

the Manufactory at Nanking.

(2 and 8.) Decrees in answer to me-
morials from the two Superintendents of
the livestock and house-property dutg at
Peking. Both report that the standard
annual amount has been collected in full,
but that the * supplementary amount” falls
short of the prescribed total. The Board
of Revenue is ordered to consider and
repoxt hereupon.

(4) Tso Tsung-t'ang, CGovernor-General
of Kansuh, &ec., memorializes nupon the
misconduct of a military oflicer named Sit

Wan-fuh, a Colonel and brevet Brigade-
General by rank, and distinguished with
the order of Bat'uru, having the honorifie
epithet Yechink'én prefixed. He was sent
last year to Barkul to undertake the charge
of guarding the road by which supplies are
forwarded for the army ; but during all the
months that have elapsed since he took up
his command he has not apprehended a
single robber. On the other hand he has
petitioned stating that there are no traces
of lurking banditti, and that the road is
perfectly secure, and requesting to be
allowed to proceed with his force to the
front to share in the operations against
the enemy. The memorialist rejected
this request, rebuking him for an ap-
plication which savours of the offence of
recklessly advancing in disobedience of
orders ; and but a few days elapsed when
forays were made at different points along
the road by the lurking banditti, causing
havoc among the traders and threatening
an interruption of the communications.
A force of cavalry and infantry which was
despatched to the spot has now averted
this source of danger; but the memorial-
ist feels bound to take notice of the
presumptuous and selfwilled conduct lately
manifested by the officer in question, not-
withstanding his past services and the
reputation he has acquired through his
bravery. It is requested that he be
deprived of the honorific epithet accom-
panying his title of the order of Bat™uru,
and that he be degraded to the rank of Lieu-
tenant-Colonel.—Sanctioned by rescript.
Ang. 19th.—Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-
General of Kansuh, &c., memorializes for-
warding the statement presented to him
by the Brigade-General of Ho Chow, Shén
Yiih-sui, who reports the rebuilding of the
walls of that city under his auspices. The
ancient fortifications, he represents, were
half destroyed when the place fell into the
hands of the insurgents, and although
since the recovery of the place the battle-
ments had been restored by the garrison,
yet as the materials used were only mud-
bricks, they have been reduced to a
ruinous condition by the effects of weather.
The walls have now been completely
rebuilt with baked bricks, the cost of
which undertaking it was intended to de-
fray by a grant from the local lekin revenue.
The Brigade-General reports, however,
that the funds of the lekin collectorate
are insufficient to meet this demand
upon them, and he requests permission to
have the amount that has been expended
for materials, without taking into account
the labour of the soldiery, to wit, the sumn
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of Tls. 1,117, considered as a contribution
from his own salary toward the public
service. He has done no more than is his
duty, as commanding in this locality, in
meeting the present requirement, and he
would not for a moment think of looking
for' any personal reward ; but he asks that
the services which have been rendered
by the officers and men under his command
may be recognized, by permission being
given to submit the names of the most
deserving among them for marks of the
Tmperial approbation. —Granted by rescript.

Aug. 20th—(1 and 2) Decrees permit-
ting Ngéh-16h-ho-pu, Military-Governor of
Uliasutai, to resign his office on account of
continued ill-health, and appointing Héng
Hiin il‘ﬁﬁ]l as his successor. Ngéh-1éh-
ho-pu is to continue in office until his sue-
cessor arrives to relieve him.

(3 and 4) Memorials by Ting Pao-chéng,
Governor-General of Sze-ch’wan, denounc-
ing a long list of district officials for defal-
cations and sundry forms of misconduct.
A list has been submitted to the Governor-
General by the Provineial Treasurer, of the
officials who have been guilty of malversa-
tions of the fsin-t'ieh funds, or additional
percentage-tax levied in addition to the land
tax in aid of the expenses of administration.
This list is forwarded with the request that
the individuals named may be stripped of
their rank and held bound to make restitu-
tion within the period of two months,—For
rescripts see Glazette of 10th inst.

(5) In a postscript memorial the same
authority reports the outline of a case affect-
ing the headship of the tribe of aborigines

constituting the t'u sze of @ f”: Mu-p'ing.
A petition had been lodged in the time of
the Governor-General's predecessor by a
girl named Késung. Tsang Wang-chuma,

daughter of Ta Kien Pao i( Eé 'E]‘, the

late chief’s principal wife, who complained
stating that her father had died some years
ago, leaving a son of tender age by his

secondary wife, Siao Kien Pao /‘I\%@’

and that, as the son was too young to suc-
ceed to the chieftainship, the government
of the tribe and the seal of office were
placed in the hands of Ta Kien Pao as
administratrix. Report to this effect was
communicated at the time to the Board at
Peking by the authorities. In April, 1875,
Siao Kien Pao, after vainly endeavouring
to induce complainant’s mother to aflix her
seal to an application that the boy be
allowed to succeed to his inheritance,
administered a fatal dose of poison to her

on the night of April 17th, and employed
a man of the tribe to break open the seal
casket and run off with the seal. Petitioner
having complained to thelocal authorities, an
inquest was crdered to be held on her 13110_
ther’s remains, and the cofiin containineg
them was removed to the District city ; lmt:
decomposition having set in, examination
of the corpse was impracticable. The
examiner removed however some teeth and
finger-nails from the body ; but petitioner
cannot say what has become of them.
The parties having all been summoned
to the provincial capital and lodged in
custody, repeated trials have been held,
the accused woman persisting, however, in
aflirming her innocence, and although tor-
ture has been resorted to by way of intimi-
dation, aceuser and accused alike adhere
firmly to their respective statements. They
have both signed an application that the
coftin be opened for examination ; and
orders have been given to this effect.

(6) The same authority reports that the
Prefect of Ch'éng-tu, Li Téh-liang, has
purchased advancement to the rank of Taotai
by contributing to the Kwei-chow Sale
of Titles Office, and as he has requested
permission to leave his post, the Prefect of
Ya-chow Fu is selected as a fit person to
become acting inenmbent pending the
receipt of Imperial commands with regard
to the appointment of a successor.—For
reseript see Gazette of the 9th instant.

Aug. 2Ist. — (1) A decree appointing
Stélengé as Manchu Brigade-General at
Ch'éng-tu Fu (Sze-ch’'wan), and T'ung Ki
as his suceessor in the Brigade-Generalship
of Hing King (in Manchuria.)

(2) The Governor of Kwangtung memo-
rializes reporting the condition of affairs
in the province for the fourth moon
(May—June), as regards rainfall, the erops,
the prices of gram, and the bursting of
embaunkments in various districts. He had
previously reported to the like effect up
to the end of the third moon. He is able
to afford relief to the Imperial anxiety by
the assurance that notwithstanding the
excessive rains experienced in May, the
crops generally are now in a promising
state of forwardness, prices have not in-
creased above the rates of the previeus
month, and the people are tranguil and
contented. He las, however, fju report
the bursting of several of the river em-
bankments during the month of May, by
which large tracts of country became
inundated, with great consequent destruc-
tion of property in the districts _north and
west of Canton and in the immediate
neighbourhood of the city itself. By the
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inroad of water from the North River,
owing to the bursting of the Shek Kok
embankment, the suburbs of Canton were
flooded to a depth of several feet. Officers
of the rank of expectant district Magis-
trate have now been sent to the various dis-
tricts affected in this manner, to coGperate
with the local notables and officials in
surveying the amount of damage done and
devising means for the repair of the
enbankments.

(3) The Governor-General of the two
Kwang and the Governor of Kwangtung
jointly memorialize reporting that a House
of Detention for witnesses and complain-
ants, whilst awaiting £mceed.ings in appeal
cases, was established at Canton in 1872
by the then Prefect and Judicial Commis-
sioner, and that the principle upon which
this institution is conducted is in accord
with that which has been lately prescribed
on the solicitation of the Governor of
Kweichow. (See Gazette of April 6th,
1876, and March 29th and April 1st, 1877.)

Aug. 22nd—No documents of importance.

Aug. 23rd—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-
General of Kansuh, ete., who has accused
the Provincial Treasurer of Shansi, Lin
Show-t'u, of resorting to trickery in con-
nection with the despatch of funds from
that province for the military chest of the
campaign on the western frontier. Since his
entry upon his office, it is alleged, he has
acted upon the rule laid down in 1867, that
a sum of Taels 20,000 per mensem should
be remitted to Tso Tsung-t'ang’s army,
ignoring the orders given in 1869, by
which the monthly subsidy was raised to
Taels 50,000. It is solicited that the Board
of Revenue be commanded to enquire into
the antecedents of the case, and to submit
a penalty to be inflicted upon the official
in question. The Board is directed to
enquire and report accordingly.

(2) Wén Chung-han, a dignitary of the
Supervisorate of Instruction, memorializes
representing the distress which prevails in
the province of Shansi in consequence of
the drought of the past twelvemonths. As
a native of the province, he receives intelli-
gence relating to its condition which he
feels bound to dilate upon ; and he proceeds
to draw the same picture of overwhelming
distress from famine which has already
been put forward by other memorialists,
Up to the middle of July, he has learnt,
no rain had fallen, and the crops had for
the most part withered away, all prospect
of a harvest being consequently postponed
until next year. In addition to the misery
and loss of life which is to be deplored, the

likelihood of disturbances being caused by
the machinations of designing villains is
farther touched upon. The memorialist
suggests, as a means of providing funds to
meet the emergency, to which the local
supplies of grain and the Taels 200,000
allotted by Government must prove In-
adequate, that the sale of rank and office
be resorted to as a temporary measure.
He would have substantive rank offered
for purchase at a slight reduction as com-
pared with the existing offices in connec-
tion with the provinces of Kansuh and
Kweichow, in order to attract contributors.
The operations of the office might be
limited to the spring of next year, when
the early wheat crops may be looked
for.—For rescript see Gazette of 14th inst.
(3) The Governor-General and Governor
of Kwangtung memorialize reporting the
introduction of steam-launches for police
urposes on the rivers of the province.
gome years ago, they premise by stating,
the late Governor-General Jui Lien and
the late Governor Tsiang Yih-li obtained
seven steam gunboats by purchase
from the British and French, which
were severally commissioned to act as
cruisers. As it was found that the cost of
munitions of war, which it was necessary
to import from abroad, was considerable,
and as moreover when repairs were required
to the machinery of the vessels much com-
plication was entailed by the necessity of
sending them to Hongkong for this purpose,
a machine shop and arsenal was set on foot
at Canton, which was placed under the
direction of certain titular officials residing
there. The first undertaking which the
establishment in question was called upon
to produce was a couple of steam-vessels
for inland navigation, as was reported at
the time to the Throne by the late Gov-
ernor-General. The three great rivers of
the province, entitled respectively the
North, East, and West Rivers, from the
directions from which they flow, require
a large number of police-cruisers for the
repression of brigandage and the protection
of traffic ; and as the older class of vessel
cannot compete with steamers in respect of
speed, fourteen additional steam cruisers
have been ordered to be built at the Govern-
ment works above-mentioned, making with
the two previously constructed 16 in all.
The total cost has been Taels 96,860 ; and
the monthly expenditure for wages and
sundries amounts to Tls. 4,148. Inspection
has been held of the vessels in question
after their completion, and they are found
to be solidly built, of good material, and
with satisfactory qualities of speed. They
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have been distributed for service on the
three principal rivers. The vessels them-
selves are built on the foreign model, and,
as their engines and equipments are all
necessarily obtained from abroad, the cost
has been of a nature unprovided for in the
existing precedents. It can only be stated
that all the money has been honestly
expended and that no surcharges of a dis-
honest nature have been made. The
expenditure has been defrayed, in con-
formity with the rule established in cases
heretofore reported to the Throne, from
the opium-lekin revenue. A statement of
the outlay in detail is forward to the
Boards.—Rescript : Let the Boards con-
cerned take note.

Aug. 24th.—(Court Circular). Tséng
Ki-tséh paid his respects on the expiry of
his mourning—for his deceased father
Tséng Kwoh-fan, and his mother—and had
audience.—Kwang K'o, Manchu General-
in-chief of Si-ngan, had audience on his
departure for his post.

1) A decree in answer to a memorial
from Shén Pao-chéng, Governor General of
the Two Kiang, who has dwelt upon the
abuses and inefficiency with which the
administration of the Salt supply of the
Hwai Peh division is chargeable, and has
solicited that a penalty be imposed upon
himself in this connection. In reply, the
officials in charge of the various offices
connected with this department are called
upon to exert themselves to secure the
proper disposal of the quantities of salt
allotted by regulation to the year’s delivery,
and their impeachment in case of continued
inactivity is sanctioned. Shén Pao-chéng’s
request for the infliction of a penalty upon
himself is dismissed.

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial from
Shén Pao-chéng and the Governor of
Kiangsu, who have solicited a remission of
the grain-tax on behalf of certain of the
districts near Nanking, on the score of their
prostrate condition and their recent suffer-
ings from locusts and drought. A remis-
gion of three-tenths of the grain-tax is
conceded in favour of five districts, and the
decree to this effect is ordered to be
publicly placarded, the proper steps being
at the same time commanded tc be taken
in order to ensure this manifestation of
bounty being enjoyed in due measure, and
official underlings restrained from acts of
abuse.

(3) A decree granting two months’ congé
to the junior Vice-President of the Board
of Revenue, Wéng T'ung-ho (one of the two
Tmperial preceptors, ) to enable him fo attend
to the family burying-ground.

(4) A Decree. In the posteript memori
presented to us this day by the E(,)an‘ﬂm- Eﬁf
Ngén-p'u, a character is wrongly placed in
the way of elevation. Let the Board
decide upon the penalty to which he should
be subjected.

(5) A decree conferring the appointme:
of Colonel (tai-péng) upon (}ELI: of h?g
Tibetan officers whose names have been
submitted for choice, on a vacancy occur-
ring, by the Resident at Lassa.

(6) Ming Ngan, newly-appointed Military
Governor of Kirin, memorializes reporting
his having taken over the seal of office on
the 11th July. In the customary summary
of his antecedents he describes himself as a
Manchu, the hereditary bondsman of his
sovereign, of the most inferior order of
intelligence—who, having taken the degree
of fsin-she in 1856, and passed through
sundry stages of the Hanlin College, was
appointed in 1871 to the office of Vice-
President of the Board of Punishments at
Moukden. On being now advanced to the
post of Military Governor of Kirin he feels
himself overwhelmed with a sense of his own
deficiencies, but he will use every exertion
to discharge his duty with energy and
probity, taking counsel in all matters with
the Acting Military-Governor at Moukden,
Ch'ung How, &e., &e.

(7) Ming Ch’un and Ték'ékina, Imperial
Agent and Assistant Agent at Hami,
jointly memorialize reporting the receipt
of a communication from General Chang-
yao, forwarding to their care some
2,000 and odd Dungani Mussulman pri-
soners of both sexes who were tfaken
at Turfan, and whose story, that they
were carried away by force from their
homes in the neighbourhood of Hami, is
found on enquiry to be correct. The Mus-
sulman tribal prince, Mai-ha-mé-t'é (Ma-
hommed), has been called upon to place
these people under the charge of nobles or
begs, with a view to their being properly
controlled ; and, as they are in a lamentable
state of destitution, the memorialists,
although themselves not knowing which
way to turn for means, have done what they
can to supply them with rations, inorder that
they may not remain utterly unprovided for.
In reply to interrogations as to what has
become of the Princess Pésir, they state
that, according to the reports they had
heard, she had been carried away forcibly
by the Kokandi barbarians (the Kashgarians
under Yakub Khan), and placed some-
where in the neighbourhood of Bukur.
The memorialists have given orders to
Mahommed to send trusty headmen to
the front to obtain intelligence respecting
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her ; and so soon as authentic news shall
have been received, measures shall be
devised to bring her back to Hami.

(8) In a postscript memorial the same
officials submit a representation laid before
them by Mahommed, ruling prince of the
Mussulman tribe of Hami, to the following
effect :—*“His first wife (fu-tsin, Princess
Consort), Han-man-"rh-ba-nu, having been
made prisoner in 1873 by the Shensi
Mussulmans, and subjected to insult
and violence, was driven out of her
senses, and died after reaching Hami,
leaving him without any one to assist him
in the affairs of his household. Owing to
the roads without being blockaded he was
unable to secure another alliance, and had
no resource, therefore, but to take to wife
Monukér, daughter of one of the officers
of his household, and granddaughter of
the late Beg of T'usalakhchi. In con-
sequence of the state of warfare which was
then at its height, he did not venture to
gsubmit the report to this effect ; but he
is now encouraged to submit an appli-
cation to be allowed to share in the
privileges which have repeatedly been
conferred by Decree of late years upon
the fu-tsin (recognized princesses) of the
Mussulman tribes. As however [ his
marriage with] Monukér, his present
wife, has not been reported to the Mongolian
Superintendency, she is not admitted to a
share of the Imperial bounty, and he
entreats therefore that an application may
be submitted on his behalf for her being
invested with the title of fu-tsin.” The
memorialists add that Mahommed is in a
very infirm state of health, and unable to
attend to the conduet of business. The
former Agent at Hami obtained Imperial
sanction to his request that the princess
Pésir, Mairibanu by name, should assist in
the conduet of affairs relating to the
purchase of supplies and operations of an
‘offensive and defensive nature, which she
did for a number of years without detriment
to the public service. Since she was carried
off southwards as a prisoner in the hands
of Bayan Hu, the leader of the Shensi
insurgents, the Mussulman affairs have
lacked headship ; and the memorialists
support the request for the recognition of
Monukér as princess, on the ground that
this will supply the tribal sovereign with
the domestic assistance he is in need of.—
Sanctioned by rescript.

Aug. 25th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Governor of Honan,
who has represented the necessity of pro-
viding means for the subsistence of the
people owing to the drought with which the

province has been afflicted. He solicits
permission to retain, for the purpose of
purchasing grain for distribution, the sum
of Taels 100,000 pertaining to the pro-
vineial subsidy destined for transmission to
Peking, together with a balance of Taels
47,900 remaining over from the grain-
commutation tax account for 1875. Tt is
observed, in reply to this application, that
the funds destined for the supply of means
for the metropolitan expenditure, and the
grain tax, are, properly speaking, items of
revenue of such importance as to forbid
propositions for their retention in a
provincial exchequer ; but in view of the
distressed condition of the province, as
represented in the Governor’s memorial,
he is permitted to appropriate the amounts
in question for the purpose of laying in
stocks of grain. The amounts are to be
made good hereafter at a suitable op-
portunity.

(2) The Censor Hu P’ing-che memorializes
representing that through the neglect of
duty evinced by the heads of government
departments at Peking, persons of unfit
character are allowed to enter upon posts as
Secretaries to the wvarious Boards, from
which they would be debarred if the
principle of examination and selection were
duly acted upon. He solicits that commands
be issued requiring a strict compliance
with the regulation in this respect.—For
rescript see Gazelte of the 13th inst.

(3) The same Censor draws attention in
a postscript memorial to the abuses per-
petrated by officials and their underlings in
the districts afflicted by famine. When
the bounty of the Sacred Ruler has been
vouchsafed, he represents, in remissions
of taxation, the Magistrates of departments
and districts hasten to forestall the collec-
tion, with the view of appropriating to their
own use the amounts gathered in under
cover of statements declaring the people
to have been in arrear as regards pay-
ment. In distributing the grain allotted
for relief, moreover, the clerks and under-
lings of the Magistracies are wont to turn
their opportunity to account for pur-
poses of extortion, even going the length
of giving notice that repayment at the rate
of cent. per cent. will be required. Asa
consequence of this, the sufferers from
famine are deterred from accepting the
proffered relief, and, horrifying to relate,
in some cases even offer money payments
to secure exemption from its bestowal.
From the malpractices now exposed, neither
Honan nor Shantung can be said to be

free. The Censor entreats that commands
| be issued to the Governors of all the
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rovinces concerned, requiring them to
institute an active supervision over the
conduct of their subordinates.—For rescript
see (fazette of 13th inst. ]

(4) The Governor of Kwangsi memo-
rializes stating that a petition had been
lodged with him by a deputation of
persons belonging to one of the aboriginal
races (the Yao), who represent that for
many years past, as denizens of the Kwan-
yang district in the Kwei-lin Prefecture,
they have been occupied as tillers of
the soil, paying taxes to the Imperial
authorities, and that their numbers having
increased and habits of study having taken
root among them, they are desirous of be-
ing admitted to the privileges of the official
examination system in conformity with a
precedent established on behalf of the Yao
tribe in the Hing-ngan district. The Gov-
ernor has to state, hereupon, that the num-
ber of adult males of the Yao aborigines
within the Kwan-yang district is reported to
him by the Magistrate as something over
1,000. The tendency to adopt habits of
study is traced to the more frequent inter-
course with the authorities which was
brought about by the rebellion, when the
Yao cultivators were called upon to organise
themselves on the footing of trainbands ;
and the attractions of civilization and
culture have prevailed over their original
wild and wunlettered disposition. The
Governor recommends that, in conformity
with precedents set in similar cases in the
reigns of Tao Kwang and Hien Féng,
degrees at the primary examinations shall
be added in favour of the Yao tribe in
question, in the ratio of one degree for the
candidates coming forward if upwards of
ten in number, and two degrees if the
number of candiates exceeds twenty, this
last to be the limit of the degrees accessible.
—Referred by reseript for the consideration
of the Board of Ceremonies.

Aug. 26th,—A decree. Let Tséng Ki-

tséh @“%E@ by special grace become
expectant of appointment to office as
a sub-Director of one of the minor
metropolitan offices, with rank of the fourth
or fifth degree. (N.B.—Tséng Ki-tséh is
the eldest son of the late Tséng Kwoh-fan—
See Gazette of July 21st.)

The remainder of this day's Gazette is
principally occupied with memorials relat-
ing to the enshrinement of the Imperial

tablet.—See Gazette of 14th inst.)

Aug. 27th.—(1) Liu Ch’ang-yeo, Go-
vernor-General of Yiinnan, etc., memo-
rializes representing in_ urgent terms the
failing condition of his health, notwith-

standing the congé of two months for
which he asked sanction in a memorial
despatched by him on the 18th June
last, He sets forth in detail the symptoms
of weakness, approaching to paralysis,
with which he is oppressed, and beseeches
leave to vacate his office and return to his
native place for the care of his health,
leaving the post he occupies to be filled by
a speedy appointment at the Sovereign’s
pleasure. — Rescript : We grant three
months’ congé to Liu Ch’ang-yeo. He need
not vacate his office.

(2) The Controllers of the Imperial Parks
and Pleasure Grounds memorialize report-
ing the particulars of a disturbance caused
by a mob of villagers outside the Nan
Yiian Hunting Park, lying to the south of
Peking. Headed by one Ho Lung-urh,
some 30 or 40 of the villagers had assembled,
armed with swords, spears, and staves, at
the gateway of one of the Temples belong-
ing to the park, loudly declaring that they
intended to have revenge about the case of
a man named Chao Ta, who had lately been
apprehended for cutting down wood in the
Imperial avenue. The Secretary in charge
of the temple went with a party of soldiers to
disperse the mob, who, however, attacked
the soldiers and wounded two of them, after
which they took to flight. The names of
several of the rioters are given, and it is
solicited that commands be issued for their
apprehension.—For rescript see Guzetle of
27th inst.

Aug. 28th.—(Court Circular.) Wén
Kéh, newly-appointed Governor of Shan-
tung, had audience of leave.

(1) A decree handing over to the Board
of Civil Office, for the imposition of a
penalty, one of the Police Magistrates of
Peking, who has heen accused by the
Censors of the East division of the city for
neglect to compel the attendance of an
accused person before a commission of
enquiry.

(2) 'A Decree. Let the two newly
graduated tsin she, who were this day pre-
gented in audience to make good a previous
non-attendance, be handed over to the Boad
of Civil Office to draw lots for appointment
to a provincial staff and to receive employ-
ment forthwith as District Magistrates.

(3) The Governor of Ngan-hwei memori-
alizes submitting the result of an appeal
case, the complainant in which was
forwarded in custody to the province
last October, after lodging his appeal
at Peking. The subject of t.ha_ com-
plaint was an alleged act of violence
committed by one Chao Tsung-wu; but
complainant is proved by sundry records,
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including the confession of an insurgent
subsequently executed, to have been im-
plicated in seditious movements, to escape
punishment for which he had taken to
flight, eventually lodging his complaint at
Peking as a device to frustrate the ends of
justice. His allegations being disproved,
he is sentenced to suffer death under the
statute which provides this penalty in the
case of all, whether prineipals or acces-
sories, who are guilty of the crime of
inciting to rebellion. By the same statute,
it is provided that the wives and daughters
of all such criminals shall be given as
slaves to the officers or men of one or
other of the provineial Manchu garrisons.
In the present instance, the wife of the
guilty person is stated to have left him
some time ago, and her whereabouts are
unknown, but the District Magistrate has
been directed to cause search to be made
for her.—Referred by rescript for the con-
sideration of the Board of Punishment.
Aug. 29th.—(Court Circular.) Audience
was given, among others, to Ho Ju-chang
and Chang Sze-kwei. N.B.—These are
the two envoys to Japan, who are about to
proceed to their post. The official Gazette
makes no mention of this fact, but the record
copied in the M.S. Guzette of this date
states that :—“Ho Ju-chang and Chang
Sze-kwei reported themselves for instruc-
tions on proceeding to travel abroad

A 33

3 B 7 -

(1) A Decree. We have received the
memorial of the Mongolian Superin-
tendency, reporting, in obedience to Our
commands, upon the reémbodiment of the
Nomén 'Han, and the request that he be
received back into Tibet. In this matter
of the Galdan Silét'u Samadi Bakhshi
Erdeméngéh Nomén 'Han, personally named
Awang Chamubalch’ulch’imu, who com-
mitted a erime of the most serious magni-
tude during the reign Tao Kwang (about
A.D. 1845), decrees were successively
issued depriving him of his rank and titles,
withdrawing from him his Imperial com-
mission, stripping him of his ecclesiastical
robes, and relegating him to banishment.
After his release from custody he was
forbidden to return to Tibet ; and he was
one of those in whose case the privilege of
successive births into the world is with-
drawn for ever. The request which has
been forwarded by Sung Kwei (Imperial
Resident at Lassa), that the child belong-
ing to the department of T’ao Chow, Awang
Chiamubalch’uch’éngchiats’c by name, be
brought to Tibet as the reémbodiment of
the ex-Nomén 'Han, once more reborn

into the world, is not to be admitted.
The name set forth in his memorial
differs slightly from that appearing in
past records. Let him enquire into this
and take the necessary steps. (See Gazette
of July 25th.)

(2 and 3) Memorials from the Superin-
tendents of the Live-stock and House-
property duties for the two divisions (east
and west) of Peking, for the twelvemonths
ending the 22nd July last. The amounts
they have respectively to account for are
as follows :—

Duties on Live-stock: 1 Tls. 17,8215

2 17,282.7
3,254.6

12 22 2
s 5 Housepropertyl ,,
3] 2 3] 3 2)0978

Each of the Superintendents has to ask
indulgence for a shortcoming under the
head of the °‘supplementary” revenue
collection amount, in the one case to the
extent of Taels 16,331, and in the other
to that of Tls. 6,115, The reasons
assigned for the falling off in the amount
of revenue, according to the fixed estimates,
are given in the same terms as last year,
viz., the high price of silver, the pro-
hibition against the sale of horses at Peking,
et? ()See Gazettes of Sept. 4th and 18th,
1876.

(4) Liu Ch’ang-yeo, Giovernor-General of
Yiinnan, etc., memorializes on behalf of the
late acting General-in-chief of Yiinnan,
Yang Yii-k'o, who has laid the following
statement before him :—My original home
of registry is the department of Tsing-chow
in Hunan, but my grandfather having
settled in Yiinnan, our abode was taken up
in the distriet of Li Kiang. When the
Mahommedan rebels rose in the reign of
Hien Féng, I broke up my home in order
to be free from anxiety, and raised a body
of braves to combat the insurgents. Hav-
ing spent upwards of twenty years in war-
fare in Yiinnan and Kweichow, and having
taken ten or more fortresses from the
enemy, I have been honoured, time and
again, with the Sacred bounty, and raised
to occupy my present rank. The entire
province of Yiinnan being now restored
to peace, and having for some time past
laid down my acting appointment, it is
incumbent upon me to lose no time in
reporting my return to my home, prostrate
to await there farther employment at His
Majesty’s pleasure. I beg leave to submit
that my original ancestral home, Tsing
Chow, has been laid waste, time after time,
by the Miao Tsze and Cantonese (Taiping)
insurgents, and that not a vestige remains
of the property once belonging to my
family. Fortunately, as it happens, before

-
-
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coming to Yiinnan my grandfather had
occasion to take refuge in the Shen-
hwa district in Ch’ang-sha Fu, in Hunan,
where he purchased certain property ;
and being now about to return to my
proper home, it is incumbent upon me

to take up my abode, in fulfilment of my

forefathers’ intentions, at the district above-
named. Inasmuch, however, as in pre-
vious statements I have reported myself
as belonging to Tsing Chow, I am bound,
on proposing now to remove to the district
of Shen-hwa, to submit a report to this
effect for record, to the end that my
own descendants may he held guilty of no
infringement of regulation in making that
place their home for the future. The
allowances, also, to which by the degree
of nobility conferred upon me I am entitled,
should likewise be issued from the district
above-named.” On receipt of the foregoing,
the Governor-General submits the request
for Imperial sanction.—Rescript. Be it as
is requested : Let the Boards concerned
take note.

Aug. 30th.—(1) A Decree. Let Kwang

Yin E @ succeed to the post of In-

tendant of the Yen-P’ing cirenit in Shansi,

(2) Tséng Kwoh-ts'ian, Governor of
Shansi, memorializes referring once more
to the calamity with which that province
has been visited, in the shape of the
pending drought and consequent famine.
For upwards of 40 days he had held
uninterrupted services of prayer, and the
Lieutenant-Governor of the province had
visited in person a noted temple to bring
away water (as a talisman.) On the 22nd
and 23rd July slight showers were ex-
perienced, which gave rise to the hope that
a crop of buckwheat might be got into the
ground ; but the first week of August had
arrived without the longed for rain, and
even the slight prospect of relief previously
indulged in must now, it is feared, be
changed to disappointment. The Governor
solicits, in view of the urgent need for
funds under which the province is labour-
ing, that the precedent set in the case of
the suffering from floods around Tientsin,
by resorting to the sale of office and titles,
be followed, and that 2,000 certificates of
purchase, stamped in blank, be supplied to
him from Peking. Should this be done, he
proposes to take measures for offering these
certificates for sale at the principal com-
mercial centres, as a means of obtaining the
funds that are so much needed. (For
rescript see Gazette of 14th inst.)

(3) Jui Lien, Military Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor of Ch'ahar, memorializes reporting

that, owing to a terrific storm whie
%la.ce in the neighbourhood of Ghé'n];-.tél)-loit

‘ow (Kalgan) on the 6th August, the
waters of a mountain torrent were suddenly
swelled to such a height as to break through
a dam which had only lately been rebuilt
for the protection of the military canton-
ment at that point. Upwards of two
hundred of the soldiers’ houses were swept
away, and nine persons, women and
children, were drowned. The number
of soldiers” families left houseless by
this disaster is upwards of 120. The
cause of the overflow in this instance
is attributed to a silting up of the
bed of the stream, which has caused
it, in the course of the last few years, to
become elevated almost to a point above
the level of the roofs of the houses, A
mere restoration of the dam as it formerly
existed would scarcely suffice to prevent a
recurrence of the danger. Of the 600 and
odd soldiers’ quarters heretofore in exist-
ence, 240 and upwards were destroyed
last year, and the present flood, in sweeping
away some 200 more, has left a com-
paratively small number standing. It is
proposed, therefore, that the cantonment
should be removed to a more permanently
secure position. (For rescript see Gazette
of 16th inst.)

Aug. 31st.—(1) Mei K'i-chao, Governor
of Chéhkiang, memorializes with reference
to a case of mortmain. A representation
has been addressed to the provincial Gov-
ernment by members of the Tu family,
headed by an ex-Vice-President of the
Board of Ceremonies, named Tu Lien, with
reference to certain lands bequeathed by
their ancestors for religious and charit-
able purposes connected with the family
kindred. The bequest, originally made
about a century ago by the ancestor,
13th in line of recorded descent, was en-
larged by successive legacies until the area
in question has reached the extent of up-
wards of 1,000 mow. The family having
been scattered at the time of the rebellion,
and anxiety being felt lest unworthy mem-
bers should perchance be found among them
and the rules heretofore instituted with
veference to the property be interfered
with, it is now requested that confirmation
of these may be obtained by Imperial
decree, in conformity with a precedea‘lt
set in 1874, to the end that the land in
question may be secured against sale on
the part of any person, whether a member
of the family or otherwise. — Rescript :
Let the Boards concerned take note.

(2) The same authority reports that a
nephew of his, named Mei Wén-yii, a
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sub-Prefect on probation in Chéhkiang, has
been called upon by him to remove from
that provinee in conformity with the regu-
lation which makes it obligatory for the
junior to retire under such cireumstances.

(3) The Governor of Chéhkiang farther
reports upon the step he has taken, with a
view to economy, in conmection with the
squadron of ten Cantonese war-junks, hav-
ing crews to the number of 300 men all told,
which were obtained from Canton in 1864
by the then Governor of the province
through the agency of a Lieutenant-Colonel
named Chang K'i-kwang, for the purpose of
cruising on the coast for the suppression of
piracy. The total outlay upon this squadron,
including the allowances to the officers in
command, the hire of the junks, and the
pay of the braves, ete., has been Tls. 4,610
per mensem, without including the cost of
munitions of war. Chang K'i-kwang having
been detailed for duty in Formosa, the
command of the squadron was placed in
the hands of the expectant Colonel
Chang Yung-kwang. At present, it has to
be stated, tranquillity prevails along the
coast, and since 1865, moreover, Lhe various
marine divisions of the provincial forces
have gradually supplied themselves with
junks of various descriptions for cruising
purposes, the total cost of which has
amounted to Tls. 1,800,000. There are
at present T4 vessels of this class, with
erews ranging from 25 to 50 men according
to the size of the craft, in addition to which
two steam-vessels, the Fuh-po and the
Yiian-k'ai, have been detached by the pro-
vince of Fuhkien for service in Chéhkiang,
so that the provision for cruising purposes
is amply sufficient. The Governor has de-
cided, therefore, to dispense with the
services of the Cantonese junks after the
month of June, and he submits his report
to this effect.

Sept. 1st.—(Extracts from Reports of

the Supervisorates, ﬂ*}‘} 1. Report
from the Board of Civil Office, submitting
the penalty which should be imposed upon
Ts'én Yii-ying, late acting Governor-General
of Yiinnan and Kweicliow, for an error in
an exposé of the shortcomings of one of his
subordinates. Reseript received : On lis
reiippointment to office, let Ts'én Yii-ying
be muleted in one year's salary.—2. Report
from the Board of Civil Office, submitting
a penalty in the case of Tso Tsung-t'ang,
Governor-General of Kansuh, ete., for the
want of straightforwardness in a report
received from him. Resecript received :
Let Tso Tsung-t'ang be degraded by one
step of honorary rank, and remain in his

post. Note.—The supervising Censors act
as a species of Audit Board, to secure the
exact fulfilment of the letter of official
regulations in all matters relating to the
six administrative Boards. Mulets of salary
(which is never drawn), and the withdrawal
of steps of honorary rank (which are con-
ferred with a special view to this
contingency), are the penalties forming the
result of their labours.

(1) A decree in answer to a memorial
from Mei K’i-chao, Governor of Chéh-kiang,
who has enlarged upon the meritorious
services performed in that province by the
late ex-Giovernor of Kwangtung, Tsiang
Yih-li (who died at Peking in the spring of
1875), in the suppression of the Taiping
rebellion. A posthumous title of honour
is bestowed upon him as requested.

(2) Li Ming-cli'ih, Judicial Commissioner
of Fuhkien (late Taotai at Hankow), memo-
rializes vreporting his arrival at his new post,
and his assumption of office, on the 25th
July. In the customary recital of the
duties to which he accedes, he observes
that, moreover, since the establishment of
foreign commercial relations, aresponsibility
of the highest importance has been super-
added in the shape of the necessity for deal-
ing impartially in all cases of an inter-
national character.

(3) The Governor of Yiinnan memo-
rializes forwarding a statement presented
by the ex-General-in-chief, Yang Yii-k'o,
narrating the particulars of the bene-
factions he had eonferred upon the popula-
tion of the western section of Yiinnan,
from whence the majority of the *“ braves”
had been drawn with whose aid he had re-
captured Ta-li Fu and the ofher cities held
by the Mahommedan insurgents since the
outbreak in 1856. He has now converted his
late residence at Ta-li Fu into a College for
the benefit of the students of Western Yiin-
nan, which he hasendowed with rents derived
from land and houses, in order to furnish
stipends for the students and travelling
allowances to the candidates proceeding to
Peking for the civil and military examina-
tions. The Governor, referring to the sur-
render by Yang Yii-k'o of his admitted claim
against Government for the pay of troops
due to him, to the amount of Tls. 400,000,
for which act honours have heretofore been
decreed to him, now places this present
most meritorious undertaking on his part,
on record.

(4) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of
Chihli, memorializes supporting an applica-
cation made by the officials sent from
Yiinnan, via Kwangsiand Canton, in charge
of copper for shipment to Tientsin by
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steamer, to be allowed to carry merchandize
free of Customs’ duty and likin to the
amount of 1/5th of the weight of the copper,
as a means of compensating them for the
insufficient sum allowed by the regulations
for freight on the metal. After setting
forth the difficulties encountered in obtain-
ing transport with the inadequate allowance

provided, and admitting that the present |

application is unsupported by the regula-
tions, he submits that the rule applied to
the carriage of the Government rice by
the steamers of the C. M. 8. N. Co. should
be extended to the transport of copper, as
regards the future shipments yet to be
made, and that it should operate equally
for the water-carriage from the head of
navigation in Kwangsi to Canton as for the
steamer-shipment thence to Tientsin. The
amount at present allowed to the C.M.S.N,
Co. for freight and insurance on the copper
carried from Shanghai to Tientsin, he ob-
serves, is but T1, 1 per picul.—Referred by
rescript for the consideration of the Board
of Revenue.

Sept. 2nd.—(1) A decree pronouncing
sentences of degradation and punishment
in the case of certain military ofticers
charged by the Military Governor of Kirin
with cowardice in operations against the
mounted banditti infesting that province,
or with abandonment of their posts at the
approach of the bands. Authority is given
to infliet capital punishment in any future
cases of the kind.

(2) A Rescript. Let Ts'itan K'ing become
chief, and Shang Tsung-jui assistant, Sup-
erintendents of the Customs of Peking.

(3) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General of
Kansuh, etc., memorializes denouncing Lin
Show-t'u, Lieutenant-Governor and Finan-
cial Commissioner of Shansi, in violent
terms, as having sought by a verbal juggle
to reduce the amount of the monthly
payment forwarded from the provincial
exchequer to the military chest of
the army of Sungaria, without incurring

the pains and penalties provided against |

such diminutions in the supply. TIn 1869,
he represents, it was arranged by the
Board of Revenue that, of the sum of
Tls. 3,324,000 which wag to be furnished
annually for the purposes of his mili-
tary operations, the province of Shansi
should pay a monthly sum of Tls. 30,000,
besides which Tls. 20,000 were further to
be provided monthly from the same source
for the special behoof of the troops under
Mu-t'u-shen. The Financial Commissioner
is now accused of having presented a report
to the late Governor, shortly before the
latter retired from office, by which he was

- hoodwinked into sanctioning a reduction of

the monthly issues to the sum of Tls. 30,000,
on the scove of the removal of Mu-t'u-shen’s
particular command. Tso Tsung—t’ang in-
veighs fierily against the acts and arguments
of the Financial Commissioner, observing
at the same time that he is not ignorant of
nor indifferent to the sufferings to which
the province of Shansi has been lately
exposed by famine; and he solicits the
punishment of Lin Show-t'u by way of
warning. In the course of his memorial,
a mention of * foreign loans” fi ;ﬁ‘
appears for the first time in the Gazette, in
connection with the assistance rendered by
the authorities of other provinces in the
supply of the funds and the reimbursement
of this description of indebtedness.—For
rescript see Gazette of 23rd Ang.

Sept. 3rd.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Board of Revenue, with
reference to the case of the Financial Com-
missioner of Shansi, who has been de-
nounced by the Governor-General Tso
Tsung-t'ang for wilfully withholding the
full amount of the monthly remittances
due from that provinee to his military
chest. The Board submit that the official
in question has been guilty of a grave dere-
liction of duty, and commands are now
issned requiring the Board to decide upon
the penalty he has incurred. The late
Governor of the province, who accepted
his representations without due enquiry,
is also to be subjected to a penalty.

(2) The Governor of Honan memorializes
representing the suffering caused in that
province by the prevailing drought and the
consequent impoverishment of the pro-
vincial exchequer, requesting permission to
retain for disbursement two amounts, con-
stituting a total of Taels 147,900 and odd,
which should properly speaking be remitted
to Peking.—Sanctioned by rescript. (See
Guz tte of Aug. 20th.)

Sept. 4th.—(1) A Decree. Sung Kwei,
Resident at Lassa, memorializes Us report-
ing that the nephew of the Tenth Dalai
Lama has died in consequence of an illness,
and soliciting sanction by rescript to the
succession to the rank thus vacated. We
sanction accordingly the succession of
P'éng-ts'o Wang tien, second nephew of
the Tenth Dalai Lama, to the dignity of
wearing the insignia of the first degree of
rank which has been vacated by the decease
of Sonom Cham-ts'an, nephew of the Dalai
Lama.

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial
from Liu Ping-chang, Governor of Kiangsi,
sanctioning the degradation and punish-
ment of sundry distriet Magistrates, charged
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with defalcation on the transfer of their
accounts.

(3) The Governor-General of the Two
Kiang and the Governor of Kiangsu jointly
memorialize soliciting remissions of taxation
on behalf of certain districts within the
Nanking prefecture, on the score of their
impoverished condition.—For rescript see

Gazette of Aug. 23rd.

Sept. 6th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Censor She K'ing-sih,
who has denounced a Taotai and Brevet
Salt Commissioner in Kiangsu named

Lin Wenkai 2 30 B&, a native of

Nganhwei, as having been originally a
low-placed menial in official employ in
Chehkiang, who purchased a grade of rank
under false pretences and has been suc-
cessively advanced, on recommendation, to
his present position. This is in flagrant
violation of the law; and it is decreed
accordingly that the offender be deprived of
his rank and that the authorities of the
provinces above-named do institute a
stringent enquiry and inflict the punish-
ment which the laws preseribe.

(2) The Director-General of the Yellow
River, Li Hoh-nien, reports that the ten
squadrons composing the grain fleet of the
year, the arrival of which on the south
bank of the Yellow River has already been
reported, reached Pa-li Miao, on the
north bank, on the 15th July, where
they lay for some days waiting for a
sufficient rise of water to enable them to
enter the northern section of the Canal.
Between the 25th and 27th, the river rose
upwards of four ch’ih, and it was deter-
mined therenpon by the authorities in
charge to open the dam which had been
constructed and to allow the water to flow
in. This was done at midnight of the 29th
July, and five of the squadrons were suc-
cessively floated into the Canal, In the
course of the following afternoon, however,
the river suddenly began to fall, and more
than half of the sixth squadron was shut
out from the Canal, the mouth of which
was left dry. The officials proceeded forth-
with to construct another dam and to
dredge the Canal mouth to a greater depth,
trusting to a later rise in the River to en-
able the remaining junks to enter.

Sept. 6th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from Ting Pao-chéng, Governor-
General of Sze-ch’wan, who has solicited
Tmperial sanction to the erection of temples
in that province and in Kweichow in
commemoration of the late Governor of
Kweichow, Tséng Pi-kwang. The request
is acceded to, and the biography of the

deceased public servant is ordered to be
enrolled in the national annals,

(2) Pao Ying, Military Assistant-Governor
at Kobdo, memorializes soliciting the issue
of a new seal of office, to replace that which
is now in use, and which has become worn
and indistinet through age. It was original-
ly issued, as the inscription it bears attests,
in the year A.D. 1735.—Rescript : Let the
Board of Ceremonies take note.

Sept. Tth.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from certain members of the
Censorate, who have reported that a body
of officials and notables have subscribed
the necessary funds for the establishment
of a Charitable Asylum in the neighbour-
hood of the West Gate of the Outer City
of Peking, where they propose to receive
and care for the distressed poor in winter.
In conformity with the request preferred,
an annual donation of 300 piculs of millet
is ordained to be made. The list of sub-
seribers, submitted in a postseript memorial,
is handed over to the proper Board for
consideration and report.

(2) The Mongolian Superintendency me-
morializes at great length, presenting its
report on the application forwarded through
the Resident at Lassa, in which sanction is
entreated for the restoration to Tibet
of the Galdan Silét'n Nomén 'Han, in
the person of his reémbodiment, declared
to have been found in the neighbour-
hood of Tao-Chow in Kansuh (see
Gazette of 26th July.) The petition of the
tribal chief in which this application is
made, refers to the downfall and punish-
ment of the Nomén 'Han for the oftences
with which he was charged at Lassa in
1844, but states that after the release of the
banished dignitary from the place of his
confinement in the Amur province in 1851,
he had led a retired and blameless life uniil
1854 at his mnative place in T'ao-Chow,
where he died in that year just at the time
when an application for his restoration to
Tibet had been laid before the Throne. His
reémbodiment in the person of a youth now
in his seventeenth year is affirmed as
perfectly authentic, and it is solicited
that this re-incarnation of the deceased
dignitary may be permitted to return to
Tibet in a purely religious capacity. In for-
warding this petition, the Resident refers
to the history of the predecessor of the
individual in question, who was known
as the Erdeni Nomén "Han, Galdan Silét'n
Awang Ch'ulchim, who, in his earlier years,
twice visiled Peking and undertook, at the

command of His Majesty then upon the
throne, the conduct of divers affairs, in
i which he acquitted himself satisfactorily.
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He was twice placed at the head of the
Tibetan Council of State, and concurrently
invested with the office of Galdan Ch’e-pa
(or Diba?) In this capacity he greatly
forwarded the interests of religion, render-
ing in this wise conspicuous service. His
reémbodiment took place in the person
of Awang Chambalch’uch’éngchamts’o, the
Nomén 'Han whose downfall took place
in the manner referred to above. In com-
menting upon this case, the Mongolian
Superintengeney quotes the series of
Decrees which were issued with reference to
the degradation and removal of the Nomén
’Han, beginning with that of November16th,
1844, in which the crimes alleged against.
him are summarised. The Nomén 'Han,
Galdan Silét'u Samadi Bakhshi, had been
accused of levying pecuniary exactions, of
forcibly taking possession of the lands and
houses of others, of razing dwellings fo
the ground without lawful authority, of
presuming unwarrantably to use sedans
and umbrellas of State, of violently appro-
priating the goods of traders, and of har-
bouring refugees from justice. A doubt is
implied, in the decree in question, whether
the offences alleged against the Numén "Han
in the report received from the Resident
at Lassa after enquiry in conjunction with
the Panshen Erdeni, had not been of even
a deeper dye, and whether he had not been

ilty of something more than simple in-
activity in the case of the wound inflicted
on the neck of the Dalai Lama. Farther
enquiry was ordered, and the entire and
absolute degradation of the culprit was
ordered to be proceeded with. In a second
decree of the same date the Imperial
Resident at Lassa, Kishen, was reminded
that the Nomén 'Han had been raised from
the most lowly condition among the lama
priesthood to occupy the posts of dignity
conferred upon him, in consideration of his
ecclesiastical learning ; and that his con-
duet in acting overbearingly toward the
Dalai Lama, the chief disciple of Tsung-
khaba, and the Supreme Ruler of the
Yellow Church throughout the world, had
been most wicked and intolerable,” On
receiﬂ: of a farther report from Tibet,
the Mongolian Superintendency and the
Ministers of the Grand Council submitted
a proposed sentence to the effect that the
Nomén 'Han, already degraded from his
office and deprived of his titles of
honour, should be banished to the
Amur and given as a slave to the
private soldiery ; and farther that on his
decease, whether this should occur at the
place of banishment or at his native home,
he should be forbidden for ever the privilege

of reappearing again on earth in human
form, as a warning to those who bring
disgrace upon the Yellow Church. On the
16th May, 1845, an Imperial decree con-
firmed this sentence, ordering the delin-
quent to be transported to the Amur, kept
in rigorous confinement, and denied all
communication with strangers. The re-
maining terms of the sentence were likewise
confirmed. In consequence of the Act of
Grace proclaimed in 1850 (on the accession
of Hien Féng), a decree was issued on the
5th May of that year, permitting the de-
linquent to return to his native place,
where he was to be kept under rigor-
ous surveillance by the local authori-
ties. An application which he submitted
in 1854 through the Military Lieutenant-
Governor of Ch'ahar, tendering a con-
tribution of Tls. 2,000 for the wuses of
Government, and soliciting permission to
visit Wu-t’ai Shan to perform there a dis-
tribution of alms, was rejected together
with the proffered amount; and shortly
after this he died. The Superintendency
now sums up adversely to the request pre-
ferred for the reidmission of the Nomén
’Han to Tibet.—For rescript see Gazette of
29th August.

Sept. 8th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Censor She Yih-tsing,
who has reported the death of a prisoner in
the Board of Punishments under suspicious
circumstances. The deceased had been con-
fined for many years as accessory to a case
of robbery, the principal being still at large,
and the Censor finds that his death was
occasioned by poison. enquiry is
accordingly commanded to be instituted.

(2) The Governor of Chehkiang reports
the arrest and execution of an individual
found guilty of connection with the secret
Brotherhood known as the Ko Lao Huwei.
Acting under the orders he had given on
his accession to office, requiring a look-out
to be kept for this seditious organization,
his subordinates have lately effected the
arrest of one Tsui Hwa-yiin, seizing at
the same time in his possession a seal
professing an official character and a num-
ber of cloth badges, etec. The prisoner,
after being placed on trial, had confessed
that he was a native of Hunan, who some
twenty years ago enlisted as a brave, and
went over to the rebels at the taking of
Yen Chow. When Chehkiang was re-
conquered by the Imperial forces in 1861-
1862, he once more enlisted as a brave,
and having subsequently been discharged,
he has wandered about picking up a
livelihood here and there. In April last,
he opened an opinm shop near Hangchow,
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which became the resort of several dis-
banded braves. A plan was devised among
these men to swear brotherhood together,
and the others placed the prisoner at their
head, with the title of Elder Brother
i!fn Lao.) They adopted the title of United
Heart Lodge of the Mountain resorted to
by Sages, assumed civil and military titles,
preparved a seal and badges, and beat up
recruits for their brotherhood, each of
whom was to pay an entrance fee of six
hundred cash.  Whilst in the act of making
these arrangements prisoner was appre-
hended, on information given ; and in view
of the gravity of his offence, and the
seditious objects he had in view, the Gov-
ernor has ordered him to be summarily
executed.—Rescript : 1t is noted.

(3) The Governor of Chehkiang farther
reports the execution of a son by ling-ch'e
(the lingering process) for the crime of
matricide.

Sept. 9th.—(1) A decree, based upon a
memorial from the Manchu General-in-
chief of Shansi, suspending from his rank
the Captain-General of the Ulan Ch’apleague
of the Inner Mongols, and certain nobles
of the Mow Mingan Banner, pending an
enquiry which is ordered to be held upon
a charge of holding back witnesses required
at a trial.

(2) The Military Lieutenant-Governor at
Ch’ahar reports the result of an enquiry
held according to regulation into the
numbers of the droves and herds upon
the Imperial pasturage grounds in Inner
Mongolia, The report of the officials
deputed for this purpose is te the following
effect :—At Shang Tu, Tapsun Nor, and
Ta-li-kang-ai, there are 215 droves of
mares and geldings, beside 7 droves
of breeding animals, to the number in
all of 59,003 head of horses, great and
small. There are likewise 2,136 mauh
tsing tﬁ f;’i horses, and 307 derived
from contributions to the service
government. Of camels, there are 57
droves, consisting of geldings and she-
camels, to the number in all of 6,820 head.
Under the department of the Imperial
stud (T'ai P'u Sze) there are 114 droves
of horses, including mares and geldings,
and five droves of breeding animals, to the
number in all of 40,036, together with 326
and 201 respectively under the two smaller
categories mentioned above. Of oxen be-
longing to the Three [Tmperial Household]
Banners, there are 40 herds, numbering
12,133 head, and of sheep belonging to
the same department there are 235,971
in all, distributed in 220 flocks in the
Ta-li-kang-ai region. Among these are

included the Lien-ko-ti %3 aril

Badakhshan sheep. All the animals above
referred to are certified as being forth-
coming in full numbers according to the
lists submitted.

Sept. 10th.—(1) A decree, based npon
a memorial from Féng Shén, Military
Governor of Heh-lung-kiang (the Amur),
who has denounced certain military officers
for neglect of duty in connection with a
recent inroad of mounted banditti in the
region north of Payen Su-su. Punish-
ments are awarded according to the pro-
posals submitted.

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial
from Ying-lien, Military Assistant Governor
at Tarbagatai, who has denounced a noble
of the first elass of the Turgut tribe, in-
vested with authority as drassak, and de-
corated with the peacock feather, T'upsin
K'éshké by name, for neglect of duty in
failing to bring back certain privates of the
banner under his control who had gone
beyond the frontier in search of lifelihood,
and also in failing to use such proper means
of control as would have prevented acts of
thieving of which certain men of the tribe
have been gunilty. The delinquent is ae-
cordingly deprived of his rank, and the
other recommendations of the memorialist
are sanctioned.

(3) A decree based upon a memorial from
the Board of Punishments in connection
with the case of the officer of the Imperial
Guards who was lately charged with levy-
ing exactions among the Mongol tribes when
sent on a sacrificial mission (see Gazeffe of
25th June.) The sentence submitted is con-
firmed, viz., that the delinquent be banished
to Sungaria to expiate his offence.

(4) The Governor of Shantung reports
upon the farther progress of the grain-fleet,
after the entrance effected into the Canal
by half its numbers as recently reported by

! Li Hoh-nien. On the 30th July, the waters
of |

of the Yellow River began suddenly to
abate, when only some twenty or twenty-
five junks of the sixth out of the ten
squadrons had been floated into the north-
ern section of the Canal, and the silt which
the water had deposited formed a bank
outside the entrance of the cutting to a
level, very nearly, with the dry land close by.
There was nothing to be done but to con-
struet another dam and dredge out the
channel again to a proper depth, and this
labour was at once proceeded with, a force
of coolies hired for the oceasion working
day and night under the direction of the
civil and military officials on the spot.
The river having once more risen on the
3rd August and succeeding days, the dam
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was opened on the Tth, but again, the
current not being sufficiently direct, a heavy
deposit took place, and all the efforts that
could be brought to bear only succeeded
in passing one more squadron into the
Canal. Tt was necessary to assemble a
force of labourers once again to dig ()}lt the
channel, and the officer commanding at
Chang-ts'iu was farther applied to for the
assistance of a detachment of his froops.
The dredging was completed by the 9th,
and on the afternoon of the following day
the whole of the remaining vessels succes-
sively effected their entrance into the
Canal. By the 13th, all had reached Lin-
ts'ing, where the entire fleet of 430 sail
passed out of the Canal into the river Wei
The water in this stream is, however, un-
precedently low, in consequence of the
drought that has prevailed in Honan, the
Canal being found on measurement to be
nine ch'ih (say 10 feet English) above the
level of the Wei. The junks will not be
able to proceed farther until a rise of the
waters takes place.

Sept. 1lth.—(1) A decree based upon
a memorial presented by the supervising
Censor Hia Hien-k'ing, who has drawn at-
tention to the importance of irrigation in
agriculture to the food supply of the people
at large, and pointing out the desirability
of extending the application of the system
in view of the great increase in the area of
waste lands which have been progressively
brought under cultivation of late years.
The provineial governments are com-
manded, hereupon, to bestow diligent
attention upon the question of artificial
water-supply, considering carefully and
taking such steps as may be requisite either
to repair and restore the chaunels hereto-
fore existing, or the construct new works
where none are at present forthcoming.
Punishment is to be severely inflicted in
the case of any attempts at disturbance
made in this connection by dishonest local
notables or bad characters among the
village population.

(2) A decree based upon a memorial from
the same Censor, commanding that for the
future greater stringeney be observed in
the bonds given by functionaries from the
various provinces on behalf of individuals
purchasing certificates of official rank.
Heneeforward, when these bonds are given
enabling persons to hecome “‘expectants”
of official posts, the fact of the individuals
being of unblemished position must be
authenticated beforehand, in order to put
a stop to the practices by which ungualified
persons may obtain access to the official
status.
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(3) A decree based upon the report pre-
sented by the Board of Civil office in the -
case of the IFinancial Commissioner of
Shansi, denonnced by Tso Tsung—t'ang for
disregard of the instructions given with
reference to the supplies to be remitted to
the Army of the West (see Guazettes of 2nd
and 3rd inst.) In conformity with the
recommendation of the Board, Lin Show-
t'y, the offending functionary, is stripped
of his rank. The late Governor of Shansi
is declared also to have heen guilty of
reprehensible conduct, and is degraded by
two steps of honorary rank but left in his
office (i.e., he would be left in office were
he not already in retirement.)

Sept. 12th.—(1) A Decree. Let Pao
Héng ,'ﬁic' ? be transferred to fill the

post of Licutenant-Governor (Fan-t'ai) of

Shansi. Let Chow Héng-ki jg]q‘ﬁﬁﬁ
succeed him in the post of Lieutenant-Gov-

ernor of Fuhkien. Let Kwoh Ying [

succeed to the post of Judicial Commis-
sioner of Kwangtung.

(2) A decree enjoining upon the pro-
vineial governments of Hunan, Hupeh, and
Honan, the remission of all lekin taxes upon
rice at any barriers passed in the conrse of
transportation to the province of Shensi,
in the case of purchases on government
account as part of the relief measures un-
dertaken in connection with the prevailing
famine, as solicited by the Governor of
Shensi in a memorial he has forwarded.

Sept. 13th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from Li Han-chang, Governor-
General of Hu Kwang, Weéng T ung-tsioh,
Governor of Hupeh, who have solicited
the degradation or compulsory retirement,
respectively, of certain incapable or un-
worthy officials. In the case of Shu Tsao,
Department Magistrate of Kiin Chow,
declared to be wanting in natural ability
and shallow in aequired knowledge, and
of indifferent reputation—of Li Tséng-yao,
District Magistrate of I-cli'éng, declared to
have set official preseription at naught in
liis business arrangements and to have made
himself unacceptable to the people—and of
Niu Fuli-kia, declared to be inspired with
a false and treacherous disposition and to
have employed deceitfnl representations in
his transaction of affairs, the sentence is
that the delinguents be forthwith stripped
of their rank and office. Chang Han, sub-
Prefect of Han-yang Fu, being decrepit
from age and beyond the possibility of
active exertion, is to be compulsorily
| retired.
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(2) In a farther decree, certain officers of
the naval service of Hupeh, denounced by
the provincial high authorities as above,
are dismissed from their ranks, with sen-
tence of perpetual exclusion from public
employ.

(3) A Decree. Let Ch'dng Fu ﬁ@

succeed to the office of Commissioner of
the Salt Revenue in Kwangtung. (N.B.—
This official was for some years deputy Salt
Comptroller at Tientsin, and has served for
some years past as one of the Secretaries of
the Yamén of Foreign Affairs.)

(4) A decree permitting Kw'ei Yiih
%35, Manchu General-in-chief in Sze-

ch’wan, to resign his office on the score of
ill-health.

Sept. 14th.—(1) A Decree. Let Héng
Hiin P FJj] be transferred to fll the post of
Manchu General-in-chief at Chéng-tu Fu.
Let Ch'un Fuh 3 succeed to the post,
whichisthusvacated, of Military Governor of

Uliasut’ai ; and let Mu-t'u-shen *ﬂ !ﬁ E
succeed him in the post of Military Lieut-
enant-Governor of Ch'ahar. Let Ch'un
Fuh proceed to take up his office, according
to regulation, by the government posting-
route. (N.B.—Héng Hiin, now appointed
to fill the vacancy declared at Ch'éng Tu
Fu, has been until lately Manchu Brigade-
General there. From this post he was pro-
moted by Decree on the 20th ult. to the post
at Uliasut'ai which is now exchanged for the
command in Sze-ch’'wan. Mu-t'u-shen, a
former General-in-chief in Kansuh, who
was appointed in 1875 as acting Military
Governor of Kirin, was stripped of his
rank and dismissed from the public service
by Decree of the 12th May, 1876, for im-
properly recommending a cashiered official
for employment. He is now reddmitted
to office in a lower grade.)

(2) A decree sanctioning an application
submitted by P'an Ting-sin, Governor of
Yiinnan, for permission to erect at Yiinnan
Fu a memorial temple in honour of Hwang
Tsung, former Vice-President of the Board
of War, who, whilst living in retirement at
his native place, undertook in 1851 the
enrolment of local trainbands, and who
fell in his country’s cause, in 1863, at the
time of the siege of the city by the insur-
gents. A posthumous title of honour is
conferred, as requested, upon the deceased ;
and a monument is further decreed in
honour of his concubine, Chow She, who
perished at the same time with himself.

(3) The Court of Censors memorializes

Szech'wan, complaining of sundry acts of
outrageous violence and murder perpetrated
upon his family by neighbouring villagers,
who have succeeded by means of bribery in
stifling all investigation since 1870, and
who had prevailed upon the police of his
district to keep him in confinement for a
number of years. A newly-arrived Magis-
trate having at length caused him to be
liberated, he has eluded the watch which
had been set upon him and has come to
Peking to present his appeal for justice.
He has petitioned the authority of his own
department three times, and the Prefect of
Ch'ung-k'ing Fu twice, without obtaining a
hearing.—Referred in the usual manner.

(4) TsoTsung-t'ang, Governor-General of
Kansuh, etc. memorializes reporting that the
walls of Lan-chow Fu, the provineial capital,
have been solidly rebuilt through the
efforts of certain officials on the spot, and
by the labour of the soldiery, at a cost for
materials of only Tls. 3,397, a contractor’s
estimate for the work having been upwards
of Tls. 100,000. The perimeter extends to
2,310 chang (about 5 English miles.) Per-
mission is asked and accorded for the sub-
mission of certain names for the bestowal
of honours and rewards.

Sept. 15th.—(1) A decree appointing

T'o-yiin-pu :}E % TR to the post of
Manchu Brigade-General at Ts'ing-chow
Fu in Shantung, and an officer to act in
his stead during his present employment
in the field.

The remainder of this day’s Gazetfe is
occupied with memorials relating to the
depth of water in the Yellow River and the
Grand Canal, and the passage of the grain
fleet, as already reported.

Sept. 16th.—No documents of import-

ance.

Sept. 17th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from Li Hung-chang, Governor-
General of Chihli, who has reported that
he has caused importations of grain to be
made from Manchuria, and has held out
inducements to private traders to do like-
wise, for the relief of the population
afflicted by famine, and who solicits the
remission of lekin dues upon such importa-
tions, Orders are accordingly given to
this effect.

(2) A decree cashiering and placing on
trial a Manchu Colonel denounced by Ming
Ngan, Military Governor of Kirin, for
flagitions and rapacious conduct.

(3) The Censor K'ing Sih-yung memori-
alizes denounecing a Taotai and Brevet Salf
Commissioner named Liu Wén-kai, whom

forwarding an appeal lodged by a native of | he charges with having been, many years
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ago, a menial in the service of a district
Magistrate in Chéhkiang. In this position
he obtained official rank by purchase, under
cover of false representations, as an as-
sistant Magistrate, and has subsequently
risen to his present grade. The outery
that has arisen on his applying, lately,
for a certificate enabling him to present
himself at the Board of Civil Office
to obtain presentation to the Throne,
and the storm of animadversions excited
on the occasion, have deterred his
fellow-provineials, holding office at Peking,
from signing the customary bonds on his
behalf.  As the matter has come to the
Censor’s ears, he feels bound to bring the
subject before the Imperial notice and to
solicit that an enquiry be instituted and
punishment meted out according to law.—
For rescript see Gazette of 5th inst.

Sept. 18th.—(1) Ch'ung How, acting
Military Governor of Féng-tien, memori-
alizes with reference to the arrangements
made in connection with the introduction
of organized forms of government in the
region, hitherto occupied by an emigrant
population of squatters, beyond the eastern
frontier (i.e., on the border between China
and Corea.) The propositions he and his
colleagnes had submitted having been re-
ported upon by the Boards and approved
by Imperial reseript, he has now to repre-
sent that, following upon the suppression

\,

of brigandage in the Tung Kow ﬁ{.{%

region (the valley of the Ya-lu) by the
operations of 1875, the Miao Urh Kow

Eﬁﬂ% and T'ung Kow gﬁ% regions
have been successively brought under
control, the immigrant population turning
themselves to the quarter whence reno-
vation proceeds (i.e. submitting to the
Imperial sway) ; and the measurement of
the lands occupied by them beyond the
frontier was proceeded with, in accordance
with the celestial bounty which had sanec-
tioned their admission to the footing of
tax-paying property. Proceeding upon the
principle laid down some years ago by the
late acting Military Governor, Ts'ung-shih,
that the expenses of the frontier adminis-
tration should be defrayed from the revenue
there produced, a commission consisting of
the Taotai Ch’én Pén-chih, Administrator
of Frontier Affairs, a Prefect, and a General
officer, was directed to employ a staff of
delegates in measuring the lands and in
making arrangements for the levy of duties
upon timber, &c. The report of this Com-
mission is now to the effect that the area
of land beyond the border-line already
admitted, first and last, to the tax register
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is 1,803,000 mow (say about 300,000
acres); and that the newly measured
land, amounting to 1,208,000 mow, is
to pay tax at the rate of 2 candareens
per mow under the head of the land-tax
proper, with 1 candareen in addition as
waste and meltage allowance, per annum.
At the outset, furthermore, a deposit—

ya-hwang )ﬂ _ﬁ—of 1 tiao, local cur-
rency, per mow, is to be paid ; and a title
is to be delivered hereupon to the occupier
of the land. The amount of deposit money
which should have been paid last year,
forming a total of 290,000 and odd tiao,
has been allowed to stand over till after the
present autumn harvest, in consideration
of last year's scarcity. Asregards the land
admitted to the tax register within the last
few years, to the amount of 505,000 and
odd smow, upon which no deposit was
collected, it is solicited that this charge
may be foregone ; but it is proposed that
the amount of land-tax be made uni-
form throughout on the basis mentioned
above. The revenue from the amount of
1 candareen collected as a supplementary
charge it is proposed to appropriate toward
the expenses of local administration, leaving
the sum of Tls. 36,000 and odd as yielded
by the regular amount of the tax (i.e., the
2 candareens above stated.) As regards
duties on timber, reed-beds, mountain
produce, food-stuffs, weighing dues, iron-
pan casting, ete., no definite estimate can
be found for the present, and it is proposed
that these should be left to be collected
and paid in as they accrue, until experience
shall enable a fixed annual amount fo be
preseribed for collection. As regards the
question of administrative eontrol, although
the Boards have already sanctioned the
establishment of four new districts, under

the names of Ngan-tung ﬁﬁ, Kw’an-tien

%ﬁ, Hwai-jén '@f:, and T'ung-hwa
iﬁ {_b, it will still be necessary, in view
of the great extent of country to be gov-
erned, to have an additional number of
funetionaries at points comparatively remote
from the district centres, for the purposes
of police control. The military forces dis-
tributed throughout the region are placed
under the control, indiscriminately, of the
Military Assistant Lieutenant-Governor at
Hing-king and of the Taotai administering
the frontier affairs, both of whom are in the
position of Lieutenants of the Military-
Governor. The Taotai — whose head-
quarters are at Féng-hwang Ch’éng, the
¢ Corean Gate —will be necessarily often
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absent from his post on tours of inspection,
and it is proposed therefore that judicial
powers be conferred, for exercise during
his absence, upon delegates whom he
may appoint to hear the cases remitted to
his tribunal by the Sub-prefect of Hing-
king or the independent Sub-prefect of
Féng-hwang Ting. It is estimated that
the cost of building the walled cities,
official yaméns, cantonments, &e., required
under the system now about to be intro-
duced, will amount to Tls. 150,000 and
odd; and as the revenue derived from
frontier sources in not yet adequate for
this requirement, it is proposed that the
amount which is needed should be made
up from the collections of the ensuing
autumn and spring. Detailed statements
relating to all these proposals are appended.
Rescript : Let the Boards concerned con-
sider and report to Us.

(2) A further memorial from the same
quarter with reference to a large tract of
land heretofore marked off and required
to be left uninhabited owing to reasons
connected with féng-shuei, on the border
of the Imperial Hunting Reserve on the
eastern frontier. This tract has been
occupied by squatters for many years past,
notwithstanding the prohibition which it
has been sought to enforce, and the habitual
lovingkindness of the Imperial disposition
is now appealed to for sanction to the ad-
mission of these cultivators to the taxpay-
ing register as in other cases.—Referred by
rescript for the consideration of the Board
of Revenue.

(3) A memorial from the Vice-President
of the Board of Ceremonies at Mouk-
den reports the arrival at Féng-hwang
Ch’éng, near the Corean frontier, of a
Corean official, who has forwarded through
the Military Commandant at that post a

despatch %K from the King of Corea,

to the effect that on the 31st of March last
great alarm had been felt on a report being
received that a vessel of alien build had
been stranded on the coast of his kingdom.
The authorities who were despatched to
the spot to make enquiries gathered from
the language and dress of those on board
the vessel that they were, beyond a doubt,
shipwrecked subjects of the suzerain State ;
and they stated that they had come from
Wén-téng Hien in Shantung (the Shan-
tung promontory), having been blown out
to sea whilst engaged in fishing and driven
ashore on the Corean coast. They were ac-
cordingly taken care of and forwarded to
Féng-hwang Ch’éng. On receipt of this des-
patch from the King, the Vice-President
observes that a regulation sanctioned in 1850

a gratuity of Tls. 30 as payable to the Corean
officer in charge of distressed mariners
under circumstances of this kind ; and the
two shipwrecked persons, Li Pei-tséng and
another, having been delivered at the
frontier by the officer sent in charge of
them, the precedent of 1850 has been
adhered to in his case, as a distinguished
remuneration for his trouble and in far-
therance of the Imperial lovingkindness.

Sept. 19th.—(1) A decree expressing
the Imperial regrets on receipt of intelli-
gence of the decease of Wéng T’ung-tsioh,
Governor of Hupeh. Originally attached
to the metropolitan administration, he was
appointed thence to the office of Intendant
Taotai), and eventually promoted to the

overnorships of Shensi and Hupeh
in succession. The customary honours
are decreed in his favour; and his
grandson Wéng Kw’ei-sun, already invested
with an honorary degree, is advanced by
special grace to the degree of kii-jén and
permitted to compete at the next metro-
politan examinations.

(2) A Decree. Let Shao Héng-yi I

ﬁ succeed to the post of Governor

of Hupéh. (N.B. Shao Héng-yii vacated
the office of Governor of Shensi in March,
1875, on the ground of ill-health.)

(38) A decree cashiering a Brigade-
General in Formosa, named Chang Shéng-
k'iei, who has been denounced by Ting
Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuhkien, for irre-
gularities in the enlistment of men for the
force under his command.

(4) A decree based upon a memorial from
the high authorities at Foochow, who have
solicited the remission of certain arrears of
grain-tax in the prefecture of "T’ai-wan Fu,
amounting to 39,171 piculs of millet, out-
standing since 1870. Sanction is granted
to this request.

‘Sept. 20th.—The Police Censors of the
Western division of Peking memorialize
referring, preliminarily, to a decree issued
by the Emperor Yung Chéng in the third
year of his reign (A.D. 1725), and recorded
in the collection of Regulations of the
Court of Censors, in which his Majesty
then called attention to the suffering which
was experienced, as he had been informed,
in consequence of the inclemency of the
weather, to such an extent that some of
the houseless poor had been attacked by
frostbite. His Majesty could not doubt
that among the inhabitants of the capital
there must be compassionate and charit-
able individtials, whose impulses however
would be restrained through dread of
incurring risks of official inquisition were
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they to take charge of persons in distress.
Injunctions were therefore laid upon the
Censorate to be careful that none of the
destitute should be left without shelter
in time of cold and during the night
season ; and also that charitable persons
who might be willing to afford shelter to
the needy should not be forbidden to
do so. It should be borne in mind that,
however much the duties of the police
administration might consist in the preven-
tion of wrong-doing, compassion for the
poor and the relief of suffering were also
incumbent upon those whom his Majesty
addressed. Should any cases of death from
cold thereafter reach his Majesty’s ears,
they should not be allowed to disclaim res-
ponsibility.—The memorialists proceed to
refer, in addition, to the P'u-tsi T"ang or
Asylum for the poor established outside the
S.W. gate of the Chinese city, to which an
allowance of 300 piculs of millet is annually
granted, with an additional grant of 500
piculs which was sanctioned in 1866. Not-
withstanding this provision, however, and
the food-distributing agencies which
are opened, according to regulation,
in different parts of the city, the
relief afforded is still inadequate to
meet the distress prevailing among the
poorer classes. Last winter the memo-
rialists saw the sufferers from cold and
hunger lying in heaps in the streets, and
the corpses of those who perished from lack
of shelter, lying as they had been overtaken
by death, presented a pitiable spectacle.
‘Whilst hesitating themselves what course
to pursue, they have found that a body of
unemployed officials have come forward
with subscriptions for the erection of a
Refuge in the neighbourhood of the South-
west Gate, where a piece of land has been
purchased and buildings have been erected
with a view to succouring the destitute
poor, so far as the means in hand will
allow, under private aupices, without
interference on the part of the police
magistrates. About 1,000 persons can be
accommodated by this arrangement, des-
titute, sick, or aged persons being admitted
on due recommendation, and all idle and
dissolute individuals excluded. It is so-
licited that an annual grant of 300 piculs of
millet toward the maintenance of this
Asylum may henceforward be contributed.
—Granted by rescript, Tth inst.

(2) In a supplementary memorial the
names of two officials who have subseribed
Tis. 1,200 and Tls. 1,000 each to the Asylum
referred to above are given, with other
particulars, and permission is asked, not-
withstanding a disclaimer of any desire for

reward on the part of all the contri

to submit the list of names for thatrblet::gi%
of tokens of approbation according to pre-
cedent.

Sept. 21st.—(1) The Censor K&h Tsing
memorializes reporting that when taking
his turn of duty on a recent ocecasion as
Visitor of the prison of the Board of
Punishments, he received a note from the
Board informing him that a prisoner named
Li Urh-shun had been taken ill, which
information was followed by a report, on
the same day, as he was on the point of
ordering medical attendance, that death
had supervened. On the following day
memorialist proceeded, attended by the
police Magistrate of the division, together
with a clerk and corpse-examiner, to hold
an inquest, whereupon, from the livid
appearance presented by the remains, there
was reason to doubt whether death had
been the result of simple illness. The
officials in attendance upon memorialist
did not venture, however, to pronounce a
decided opinion, and he consequently sum-
moned additionally, on the following day,
two other police Magistrates and an ex-
perienced corpse-examiner, the result of
whose inspection was given in the delivery
of a verdict that deceased had died from
the effect of poisoning by opium. Memori-
alist finds that the deceased Li Urh-shun
was in prison awaiting trial as an accessory
in a case of robbery, the apprehension of -
the principal in which had mnot been
effected, and that his confinement had
already lasted for a period of eight years.
That his death should now be occasioned
by opium poisoning is a circumstance of a
suspicious nature ; and the memorialist,
after causing the report of the inquest to
be drawn up in proper form and transmitted
through the police Magistrates to the Board
of Punishments, feels bound, in the in-
terest of proper prison management, to
submit a report of the case and solicit that
commands be issued for an enquiry. For
rescript see Gazette of 8th inst.

(2) K’'ing Ch'un, Manchu General-in-
chief at Sui Yiian, memorializes with
reference to a legal enquiry in which cer-
tain of the chieftains of the Mongol tribes
are involved, and solicits the suspension of
the Captain-General of the Ulan Ch’ap
league. For rescript see Gazette of 9th
inst.

(3) The officer in charge of the Custom-
house at the Sha Hu p%{’ow pass in the
Great Wall reports the total collection of
duties during the 12 months expiring No-
vember Tth, 1876, as amounting to Taels
44,463, which, after remitting to the Boards
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of Revenue and Works the fixed amounts
respectively due to them, and defraying
the cost of collection, leaves a balance on
surplus account of Tls. 16,607. From the
8th November, 1876, to the 20th August,
1877, the amount of Tls. 34,823 has been
collected, and after deducting the expenses
of collection during this period, amounting
to Tls. 3,648, the balance hias been handed
over to memorialist’s appointed successor.

(4) The Governor of Kweichow memori-
alizes reporting the name of the officer
whom he has appointed to proceed as agent
for the government of that province to
conduct, in the provinces of Honan and
Shantung, the offices for the sale of titles
which he has received the Imperial license
to establish there, in view of the im-
poverished and needy condition of the pro-
vineial exchequer.

(5) The Vice-President of the Board of
Ceremonies at Moukden reports, in a post-
seript to his memorial printed in the Gazette
of the 21st inst. on the subject of the ship-
wrecked mariners returned from Corea,
that, according to the report received from
the Commandant at Féng-hwang Ch'éng,
both these men have suffered from frostbite
on the hands and feet to such an extent that
they are unable to walk. Of the original
crew of nine in all, these are the only sur-
vivors, the remainder having either been
drowned, frozen to death, or died from
other causes; and as a local trader,
named Chu Fuh-luh, who comes from the
same district as the two survivors, has
expressed his willingness to take charge
of and care for them, sanction is solicited
to a departure from the rule which requires
the individuals in all such cases to be sent
on to Moukden in order to be officially
returned to their homes.—Rescript : Read.

Sept. 22nd.—(1) A decree in answer to
a memorial from the Governor of Shensi,
who has reported that a Taotai in command
of a body of troops from Sze-ch’wan,
stationed in the north of the province,
who had served with great success in recent
military operations, was murdered on the
27th July last by an officer of his command,
who attacked and stabbed him with fatal
result in revenge for the refusal of a license
to return to'Sze-ch'wan which the assassin
had applied for. It is ordained, hereupon,
that the culprit, T’ang Ping-hiin, be forth-
with executed ; and honours are decreed on
behalf of his vietim.

(2) Ch’ung How, Military Governor of
Féng-t'ien, memorializes submitting the
names of the individuals who have been
selected to fill, on probation, the offices
newly established upon the eastern border

(see Gluzette of 18th instant.) The Taotai

Ch'én Pén-chih ﬁ dxm is named as the

person best qualified for the new Intendancy
of the Eastern Frontier, with head-quarters
at Féng-hwang Ch'éng, and other appoint-
ments are made in connection with the
two sub-prefectures and four districts the
establishment of which completes the
scheme for the organization of the squatter
territory.

Sept. 23rd.—(1) A decree based npon a
memorial received from the Grand Secre-
tariat, stating that a robbery has taken
place in the archives under the care of that
departent, On the 19th inst., it is stated,
on the building being visited by the Secre-
tary on duty, for the purpose of reverently
examining the Veritable Record [of one of
the past reigns], he noticed that the strips
of paper by which the deors of both the
outer and inner rooms are fastened up were
peeled away, and that the locks bore marks
of having been tampered with. Serutiny
was forthwith instituted, whereupon it ap-
peared that 218 wrappers had been ab-
stracted. That an act of theft should
actually be perpetrated within the precinets
of the Imperial palace itself is scandalous in
the extreme. The General Commandant of
the Vanguard and Guards’ divisions are
called upon to institute a stringent inves-
tigation into the circumstances under which
the gates of the Palace can have been
passed, and to ascertain whether any far-
ther shortcomings are traceable. The res-
ponsible officials of the Grand Secretariat
are handed to the Board for the infliction
of a penalty ; measures are to be instituted
for the apprehension, without fail, of the
guilty parties ; and the high officials taking
turns of duty on guard are warned that
they will be held personally responsible in
case of any future oceurrence of the kind.
(Note.—It is understood that the robbery
of the satin wrappers of the Imperial
dynastic records as stated above is not
altogether without precedent. The wrap-
pers are periodically renewed, and it has
long been customary to abstract certain
numbers of them for the purpose of re-
selling them to the Imperial government.
The daring scale upon which the present
operation has been conducted appears to
have rendered an enquiry inevitable.)

(2) Féng Shén, Military Governor of
Heh-lung Kiang, memorializes denouncing
certain military officials for remissness in
connection with a foray of mounted robbers
in the neighbourhood of Payen Su-su.

Sept. 24th.—(1) A Decree. Jui Lien,
General-in-chief of Sui-yiian, is permitted
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of Our special favour to ride on hors_eb_nck
within the precinets of the Purple Prohibited
City. .

(5) The Board of Punishments memo-
rializes submitting the results of the 1nve:5t1—
gation held into the conduct of an oflicer
of the Imperial body guard, who has been
stripped of his rank on a charge of levying
exactions among the Mongol tribes when
sent on a mission to perform a sacrificial
ceremony. The charges are fully proved,
and sentence of one hundred blows and
transportation to a distance of _3,000 Ii is
adjudged according to law, the said sentence
being subject to commutation, in considera-
tion of tghe delinquent’s official rank, to
transportation to Sungaria, there to expiate
his offence by exertions in the public
service. According to regulation, the Amur
should be substituted as the destination to
which the prisoner should be forwarded ;
but as in this case the delinquentis a native
of the Amur province, transportation would
be no more in the present instance than
relegating him to his home. It is proposed,
therefore, that Sungaria be adhered to as
his place of penitence, in conformity with
a precedent of 1864, notwithstanding the
suspension of transportation to Sungaria as
a general rule.—For rescript see Gazette of
10th inst.

Sept. 25th.—(1) A decree in answer to
a memorial from Ting Jih-chang, Governor
of Fuhkien, who has reported the institu-
tion of a new college at Foochoiv for the
prosecution of study on the part of can-
didates for the examinations. At his re-
quest, an Imperial tablet is ordered to be
prepared by the Committee of Inscriptions
and the Hanlin College, and transmitted
to Fuhkien to be suspended in the building
in token of encouragement to the lettered
class.

No other documents of importance.

Sept. 26th.—(1) A decree in answer to
a memorial from Yii She, Imperial Con-
troller-General of the Kokonor region,
who has reported a miraculous interposition
of the God of the Sea [of Kokonor] at a
time when the country was harassed by
the Mahommedan insurgents. The Board
of Ceremonies is commanded to consider
and report upon his application for the
bestowal of an additional title of honour
upon the divinity in question. A memorial
tablet is meanwhile to be inseribed and
forwarded for suspension in his temple.

(2) A decree granting to T'ang Jén-shén,
senior assistant President of the Court of
Censors, three months’ leave of absence to
enable him to visit his ancestral tombs.
Ch’éng Tsu-hao is named as his locwm tenens.

(8) The Governor of Nganhwei memo-
rializes reporting the transfer of a sub-
Prefect named Hiung Ying to occupy the
new post of sub-Perfect of Ho-yiieh Chow
(Ta-t'ung), exchanging with Ho Sih-chén
the ofticer previously appointed to that
post, who, although upright, industrious
and careful in the discharge of his duty. if;
nevertheless lacking in the power of a,(la.,pt.-
ing himself to circumstances.—Referred b
reseript for the consideration of the Board
of Civil office.

(4) The Supervising Censor Hia Hien-
K’ing memorializes urging the importance
of attention to the irrigation system of
the country, upon which, as he points

| out, the prosperity of agriculture and

security against recurring famine depends.
To mneglect provision against time of
drought is tantamount, he urges, to ex-
pecting that one may reap where one has
not sown, or to look for clothing when
the rearing of the silkworm has been
omitted. Whilst the lands formerly lying
waste have of late years been brought
gradually under cultivation, measures for
the supply of water have not been con-
currently proceeded with as a general rule.
He therefore urges that the high authori-
ties throughout the Empire be called upon
to require a diligent attention to this sub-
ject on the part of their subordinates, who
should consult existing records and refer
to the experience of local notables and
elders with a view to ascertaining what is
best to be done. A well considered system
should be drawn up, to be put into execu-
tion as a permanency.—For rescript see
Gazette of 11th inst.

Sept. 27th.—(1) A Decree. Let Shén
Hlmg“dﬁ% succeed to the post of Prefect

of Ch'ung-k'ing Fu in Sze-ch’wan.

(2) The Board of Civil Office memorializes
submitting its report upon the case of
Lin Show-t'u, Financial Commissioner of
Shansi, lately impeached by the Governor-
General Tso Tsung-t'ang for wilfully re-
ducing the amounts of monthly subsidy
destined for the military chest of the army
of Sungaria (see Gazettes of 3rd and 11th
inst). The memorialists refer to the regu-
lation promulgated with Imperial sanction
by the Board of Revenue, in which it is
laid down that any Financial Commissioner
(Lieutenant-Governor) of a province who
shall procrastinate in the transmission of
funds which have been ordered by the Board
to be furnished from existing sources, for the
supply of troops, ignoring repeated demands
for their transmission, shall, on being found
by the Governor-General or Governcr to
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have been chargeable with willful delay, be
stripped of his official rank under the law
relating to abuse of public functions. It is
farther provided that any Governor-General
or Governor giving encouragement to such
conduct and neglecting to denounce the
offender forthwith, shall be degraded three
steps of rank and removed to another post—
the offence being classed as one deliberately
committed from personal motives. In the
Statute-law, moreover, it is laid down that
““in all cases of wrongdoing of a general
nature, where the circumstances are grave
in kind, the penalty shall be eighty blows.
If the offence be declared as incidental
to the discharge of public duty, the
penalty shall be degradation by two steps,
the offender remaining in his office.”
In the present instance, the Board now
rules that the penalty to be inflicted upon
Lin Show-t'u must be based upon the
regulation above quoted, entailing his
deprivation of rank ; whilst, with regard
to the late Governor of Shansi, who,
although he gave no encouragement to
the act of the Financial Commissioner,
nevertheless simply adopted his report,
without investigating the past records,
his conduct is not free from blame. It
is consequently submitted that the late
Governor, Pao Yiian-shén, be dealt with
under the statute against general wrong-
doing, and sentenced to degradation by two
steps with retention of office, as the equiva-
lent of the penalty of eighty blows.—For
rescript see Gazette of 11th inst.

Sept. 28th.—The Superintendents of
Customs for Peking memorialize reporting
the amount of the collection during their
year of incumbency, from September 20th,
1876, to the 8th inst. They premise, in
customary form (see Guzette of bth Oct.,
1876), stating that the amount established
by regulation under the heading of *‘sup-
plementary receipts,” in addition to the
fixed standard amount for the year, shews
a falling off from its proper minimum in
consequence of the commercial difficulties
occasioned by the high price of silver at
Peking, and of the fact that upon foreign
imports, which all pay Customs’ duty at
Tientsin, the Peking Customs are debarred
by regulation from levying farther charges,
beside which, the producing districts
generally have all suffered from the
prevailing scarcity. The amounts to be
accounted for, under these circumstances,
are as follows :—

Fixed standard amount......... Tls. 102,187
Supplementary...c.ceeveeuierennee 5y 72,212

Total of collection...... Tls. 174,399

This shews a deficiency, under the second
head, of Tls. 140,664, The Superintend-
ents add that a seizure having been made
of dutiable merchandize in the boxes of
a confidential headman in the service of
Wén Tien, the late Superintendent of
Customs at Canton, the amount realized
by the sale of these articles when con-
fiscated and sold under Imperial sanction
was Tls. 5,646. Of this sum, three-tenths
went to the gratuity fund, and the balance
has been separately remitted to the Board
of Revenue.

Sept. 29th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Imperial Agent at Urga,
who has solicited that a Mongolian noble
named Mingid Dordji be granted the
position of ‘‘Probationer for the office
of Assistant Agent.” The Mongolian
Superintendency having reported upon the
precedents affecting this proposal, and soli-
cited a decree, it is ruled that the title
applied for having heretofore been granted
only as a boon by special mandate, the pro-
position in the present instance must be
dismissed.

(2) Li P'ei-king, Governor of Kweichow,
memorializes reporting the result of a trial
held in a case of riotous conduct on the
part of certain candidates at the examina-
tions. The fact is recalled that at the
provincial competition last year, when the
licentiates were coming up for roll-call, a
candidate named Hwa XKia-jui refused to
await his proper turn, and endeavoured to
push his way into the Examination Hall
before his fellows. A disturbance arose in
consequence of his being obstructed by the
soldier on duty ; and it was not until after
repeated remonstrances on the part of the
Governor, and, acting under his orders,
the proctor and other officers of the
examination, that the students were in-
duced to answer at the roll-call and to
proceed with the examination. In order
to check such a tendency as this to in-
subordination, the Governor instructed, at
the close of the examinations, the Prefect
of Kwei-yang Fu to apprehend the
man Hwa Kia-jui, and to elicit from
him on ftrial the names of his com-
rades in the riot, with a view to sub-
jecting them equally with himself to
punishment. This step was reported to
the Throne in due course. On trial being
held accordingly, the court assembled for
the purpose submitted an application upon
which Hwa Kia-jui was deprived of his
licentiate’s garb, and the names of eight
of the persons who had participated with
him in the riot were ascertained. All
these persons had, however, effected their
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escape, without prospect of their appre-
hension being effected. A report to this
effect having been submitted through the
provincial Commissioners of Government,
the memorialist has now to observe that
the culprit Hwa Kia-jui, a native of
the Kwei-chuh district, having graduated
as a licentiate in 1874, come up in 1876 for
the provincial competition, endeavoured to
force his way into the hall under the ap-
prehension that he would be too late for the
roll-call. On being turned back by the soldier
at the door, he presumed, on the strength
of his literate’s garb, to abuse and vilify the
man; and, paying no heed to the remons-
trance addressed to him by the Governor's
adjutant, who came up on hearing the dis-
turbance, he still endeavoured to force his
way in, clamouring wildly at the same time.
The Governor hereupon caused him to be
put under arrest in the guardhouse in
custody of the officer of instruction of the
district, but a mob of the candidates, here-
upon,—the names of eight of whom are
known and are set forth in full, those of
many others being unascertained,—forced
their way into the guardhouse, insisting
upon the release of the prisoner with great
clamour, and in the throng and confusion
the furniture was upset and doors, windows,
and partitions were smashed. Order was
only restored by the personal intervention
of the Governor (as above stated). On the
conclusion of the proceedings that have
now been instituted in obedience to the Im-
perial rescript received, the Governor has
to submit that the culprit Hwa Kia-jui con-
fesses having sought to force his way into
the Examination Hall and raised an uproar,
though, as regards the assembling of a mob
to attack the guardhouse, no complicity has
been brought home to him. The statutes
are found, on thorough search, to contain
no proviso directly applicable to the
offence committed, and it is necessary,
therefore, to deal with the case by the
process of analogy, pronouncing sentence
on a mitigaled basis. The Governor,
accordingly, supports the judgment of the
court, pronounced in  accordance with
the statute providing for cases in which
students who fail to pass for their degree,
giving vent to feelings of resentment at
their lot, may indulge in outbreaks of a
disorderly nature. The penalty for this is
transportation, which, mitigated to the next
degree, gives a sentence of one hundred
blows and banishment for three years. The
delinquent to be accordingly remanded
to the Magistracy of his native district,
whence a proposal should emanate respect-
ing the place to be assigned for his banish-

ment. On arrival at this place, the

penalty will be inﬁictﬁdpin its coliifrl;i??:g
form, and the delinquent will eventually
be returned to his native place and set
at liberty at the expiry of his term of
banishment. The other individuals, whose
names are ascertained, are sentenced to be
deprived of their degrees and steps are to
be taken for their apprehension. The
soldier, who acted only as was his duty in
barring access to the doorway, to be ac-
quitted of all blame. The candidates who
took part in the riot but whose names
have not been ascertained, to be exempted
from farther proceedings ; and the parties
found not guilty to be released. These
sentences being submitted for approval, the
Grand Council has received the following
rescript : Let the Board of Punishments
consider and report to Us.

(3) P'an Ting-sin, Governor of Yiinnan,
memorializes representing the severe straits
to which the Provincial Exchequer is re-
duced. The Imperial solicitude has re-
peatedly been manifested in commands for
the supply of subsidies from other provinces;
and the authorities of the Board of Revenue,
fully conscious of the necessities prevailing
on the border, have not been wanting in
efforts directed toward compelling the

ayment of arrears due. The interests of

iinnan have had full consideration, and
the provincial authorities, much as they
might wish to submit farther applications,
must acknowledge that they have no good
ground for doing so. That the other pro-
vinces have also their own exigencies to
contend with, which prevent them from ful-
filling their obligations punctually, is also
acknowledged. Thearrearsaccumulated dur-
ing a series of years past amount to several
millions of taels; and the Provineial Gov-
ernment cherishes no such extravagant ex-
pectation as that of seeing this amount
made good; but whilst the total sum
which would have been received had the
instruction issued last year by the Board
of Revenue been complied with,—for the
payment of Tls. 40,000 per mensem In
the way of subsidies,—would only have
amounted to Tls. 480,000 for the year,
even this amount has not been remitted
in full. Owing to the impoverishment
caused by the long continued state of
warfare in the province, the total amount
of revenue collected from land tax and
lekin is but Tls. 600,000; and the spec-
tacle of the distress under which the
population labours makes it clear that no
increase of taxation is possible. The natural
wealth existing in the copper mines cannot
be developed with empty hands; and as
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the proposal put forward some time ago by
the Governor to raise money by means of a
foreign loan, which was submitted as the

last desperate resource, all else failing, has |

been defeated and is now impracticable, he
has nothing farther to do but to fold his
hands and await the assistance to be derived
from neighboring jurisdictions. He has to
observe, however, that, in addition to the
Tls. 40,000 per mensem ordered by the
Board of Revenue in the way of subsidies,
an amount of Tls. 1,000,000, on account of
pastarrears, has farther been appropriated to
Yiinnan to meet the prime cost of the cop-
per production ; but, owing to the mnon-
receipt of other funds, it has been impossible
not to trench upon this fund for outside
purposes. The Governor entreats that the
punctual fransmission of the monthly sub-
sidies may be enjoined upon the provinces
by which these are due, winding up with
an earnest exposé of the financial pressure
experiencedin hisadministration.—Referred
by reseript for consideration and report on
the part of the Board of Revenue.

Sept. 30th,—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Board of Civil Office,
which has reported that the transfer of a
Department Magistrate from Kiangsu to
act on probation as Prefect of North
Formosa, as proposed by Shén Pao-chéng,
is contrary to rule. The proposal is never-
theless sanctioned, on the ground of the
peculiar fitness of the individual functionary

in this case, Lin Tats'ian KSR

by name ; but it is not to be availed of here-
after as a precedent.
(2) A decree sanctioning the transfer of

Wu Kwang-liang %%% to the post of

Brigade-General of T'ai-wan, exchanging

with the officer named Chang K'i-kwang,

EEH:%, as requested by the provincial
- -

Government of Fuhkien.

(3) The Military Governor of Heh-
lung Kiang (the Amur provinee) me-
morializes reporting that of late, owing
to the influx of settlers into the Hu-lan
T’ing and Pa-yen Su-su region, where they
have been encouraged to undertake the
cultivation of waste lands, an increase in
the amount of crime and disorder pre-
valent has ensued, in consequence of the
necessarily mixed nature of the popula-
tion, The country has at the same
time been periodically invaded by in-
cursions of the mounted banditti from the
*“Green” and “‘ Black” Mountains, and
of late years lawless individuals of the
population have combined with Bannermen

and Mongols to make forays in open day-
light upon the pasturage lands, whence
herds of oxen or hovses are driven off for
sale beyond the local boundaries. This
offence of cattle-lifting has grown more and
more frequent, until it has become de-
veloped from isolated acts of theft into
an organized system. The memorialist
has now to report the apprehension
of an offender at the seat of Government
itself, who actually had in his possession
a key manufactured to fit the lock of the
city gate, his declared object being to obtain
passage by this means for the horses stolen
by himself and his confederates. Two of
his accomplices had also been apprehended,
and the names of two others elicited. Au-
thority is solicited for the execution of the
three prisoners.—Referred by rescript to
the Board of Punishments.

(4) The Superintendents of the Peking
Customs memorialize, in addition to their
report of the amount of duties collected on
merchandize during their year of incum-
beney (see Gazetfe of 28th instant), setting
forth the amount collected under the
separate head of duty on Opium during
the same period. The total is stated at
Tls. 11,5665.7.5, beside an amount of
Tls. 349.6.1 collected as an additional per-
centage for sundry expenses. (Note.—The
amount reported under this head, on the
6th October, 1876, was Tls. 11,299.7.)

Oct. 1st.—(1) A decree based upon a
report from the Governor of Shantung ve-
specting the escape of a prisoner from the
jail of the Lin-kow distriet in Shantung.
The jailwarden is ordered to be stripped of
his rank and made a prisoner for trial, and
the other customary proceedings ave like-
wise ordained.

(2) The Board of Civil Office submits its
report upon the proposed exchange of
offices between the Taotai of Sii-chow in
Kiang-peh and the Grain Intendant of
Kiangsi, as solicited by the Governor-
General Shén Pao-chéng. Notwithstanding
the strong recommendations submitted by
the latter, the Board feels bound to dis-
approve the proposal, as it is contrary to
regulation that officials in different pro-
vinces should make such exchanges of
office. The ultimate decision is left to the
sovereign will of His Majesty. (See Gazettes
of June 22nd and July 7th.)

(3) Tso Tsung-t'ang Governor-Gen-
eral of Kansuh ete. reports that the

post  of General of the Chinese forces
at Urumts'it having been vacated by
its late acting incumbent, and as

Poh Ch'ang 1‘@ E, the officer appointed
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to the post by a recent decree, is under-
stood to have been promoted from the
command he was filling at P'u-urh Fu in
Yiinnan, and no intelligence of his having
set out on his way to Kansuh has yet
been received, General Kin Yiin-ch'ang

ﬁ ;ﬁ E , an officer of great merit and

experience, has been appointed temporarily
to act in this post. (N.B.—Poh Ch'ang,
who was acting General-in-chief in Yiinnan
until the Spring of 1875, and who has since
that period resided at Peking, had audience
of leave a short time since on his departure
for Urumts’i.)

(4) Li P’ei-king, Governor of Kweichow,
memorializes reporting that an expectant
Department Magistrate, named Tu Ta-ting,
has been removed from the management of
a branch office for the collection of the lekin
tax on native grown opium in the prefecture
of Ta-ting Fu, owing to a deficit of
Tls. 1,100 and odd in the amount trans-
mitted by him to the head-office. On the
charge being brought against him by the
expectant Prefect at the head of the office
for the collection of lekin on native-grown
opium, he has been summoned to the pro-
vincial capital for examination; and a
decree is ‘solicited stripping him of his
rank to enable him to be subjected to trial
in ordinary form.—Rescript: Let Tu Ta-
ting be forthwith stripped of his rank,
brought to trial, and held bound to make
restitution within a prescribed time.

Oct. 2nd.—(1) A Decree. Let Chow
Shéng-shu succeed to the post of Super-
vising Censor of the Board of Revenue
department.

(2-4) The Yamén of Gendarmerie
memorializes forwarding three appeal cases,
as follows :—

a. A widow named Hiang-chang She,
from Szech’wan, complains of the murder
of her husband by a gang of ruflians,
headed by his own brother, in consequence
of a dispute about some house property.

b. A woman from Kiangsu complains of
the murder of her husband, who was
beaten to death by certain individuals who
had failed in an attempt to dispossess him
of some cemetery land. Through their
machinations, a verdict of ‘‘suicide by
opium-poisoning " was obtained at the
inquest held on his remains; and all
attempts to secure a hearing locally have
failed, notwithstanding appeals lodged by
the complainant at the yaméns of the Taotai
and the Governor-General.

In each of the above two cases, the
appellant is represented at Peking by a son,

¢. A titular licentiate of the Ning-tsin
district in Chihli complains of the
murder of his father in consequence of
a dispute about a share in the business
he was engaged in. Justice has been
denied as usual, notwithstanding repeated
applications to the various superior authori-
ties.—Referred in the customary manner
for provineial rehearing.

(6) Yang Yoh-pin, Inspector-General of
the Yangtsze naval forces, with reference
to his late application for leave of absence
to enable him to attend upon his aged and
bedridden parents, reports that their health
is more and more impaired, and he is again
compelled to crave the indulgence of an
extension of his leave.—Rescript granting
four months’ additional congé.

(6) Li Hung-chang memorializes report-
ing that severe drought has prevailed in
Chihli since the month of June, beside
which a plague of locusts has been expe-
rienced, and that the rain which has fallen
since July has been insufficient for the
autumn crops. The southern prefectures
of the province, in particular, have suffered
from absolute drought, and in view of the
impending scareity importations of grain on
a large scale have been encouraged. It is
solicited that the lekin leviable upon all
such grain in course of transportation may
be remitted.—Granted by rescript dated
September 17th.

Oct. 3rd—(1) A decree, in answer to a
memorial from the Governor of Shun-tien
Fu, authorizing the opening of the estab-
lishments for the relief of distress at an
earlier period than that prescribed by
regulation, and granting as usual an allow-
ance of 500 piculs of millet for their supply.
An additional allowance of 400 piculs of
millet is at the same time granted for the
relief agency at Lu Kow-k'iao, in the
country west of Peking. A farther allow-
ance of 300 piculs of millet is awarded to
the private charitable asylum lately set on
foot. :

(2) A decree granting 2,000 piculs of
millet to the relief agencies at T'ung-chow,
on the east of Peking.

(3) A decree referring to the severe de-
gree in which the province of Shansi has
suffered, during the present year, from
drought, with reference to which sanction
has already been given to the Governor,
Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian, to retan for expendi-
fure in the province an amount of Taels
200,000 out of the revenue destined for
Peking. In addition to this, Li Hung-
chang was commanded to prov ide a sum (_.)f
Tls. 100,000 toward the relief of distress in
the province of Honan. The Governor of
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that province was subsequently permitted
to retain, as he requested, a sum of
Tls. 147,000 and odd for local expenditure
on the same account. In view of the wide-
spread distress under which the people are
labouring, their necessities awakening in
the profoundest degree the Imperial sym-
pathies, it is now additionally commanded
that Tls. 400,000 be provided, one-half by
the Board of Revenue and one-half by Li
Hung-chang, of which amount 7/10ths are
to be appropriated to the requirements of
Shansi and the remainder to go to Honan.
The Governors of these provinces are at
the same time adjured, on being entrusted
with sums of such magnitude, to require
the officials acting wunder their orders
to put forth their most conscientious
endeavours in the work of distribution, to
the end that the Imperial bounty be
allowed to reach those who stand actually
in need, and that no peculation be suffered
to step in. It is furthermore ordained that
40,000 piculs of rice from the quantity in
course of conveyance to Peking from the
central provinces be detained en route
and conveyed to Shansi for the supply of
that province. The levy of all lekin and
Customs’ duties upon rice in course of
transportation to the afflicted provinces is
ordered to be remitted. i
(4) Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian, Governor of
Shansi, memorializes reporting the establish-
ment of a House of Detention at the
provincial capital, on the prineiple proposed
by the Governor of Kweichow (see (fazette
of April 6th, 1876), in order to ohviate the
suffering commonly entailed upon witnesses
awaiting process of trial. A range of
buildings has been purchased and set apart
for this purpose, with arrangements for
separation of the sexes, and an allowance is

provided for the daily maintenance of the .

inmates to be lodged there.

Oct. 4th.—No documents of importance.

Oct. 5th—(Court Circular.) The Yamén of
Gendarmerie memorialized thisday reporting
theapprehension of eight individuals charged
with purchasing wrappers woven with
dragons in gold thread. (N.B.—This pro-
bably refers to the abstraction of wrappers
reported in the Gazette of 23rd Sept.)

(1) A decree in acknowledgment of a
memorial addressed to the throne by Ho
Show-ts'ze, President of the Court of
Censors. His recommendations relating to
the selection of military officers with proper
qualifications for command, the extension
of the system of laying up stores of grain,
and the giving increased efficiency to the
tything and mutual responsibility system,
are not devoid of features of utility. The

first essential in the conduct of administra-
tion is the supply of suitable agents ; and
inasmuch as the welfare of the people
closely depends upon the degree to which
the officers invested with the functions of
local government are honest or the reverse,
it is all important, in the interest of
supreme order, that the virtuous and
capable be selected with prudent care.
Injunctions are consequently laid upon the
high authorities throughout the Empire to
apply the most thorough endeavours in the
scrutiny they conduet, and to report without
fail to the Throne all individuals who may
distingnish themselves by their efforts on
the people’s behalf. In the event of any
officials who have been recommended turn-
ing out badly, the high officials who may have
recommended them shall be held personally
responsible. As regards military com-
mands, recommendations are similarly called
for. The granary and tything systems are
also to receive the attention of all provineial
governments.

(2) A decree based upon a memorial
from the Governor of Shensi, who has
reported a local outbreak in the district of
P'u-ch’éng, where a band of budmashes
under the leadership of a man heretofore
stripped of a military licentiateship had
broken into the city, thrown open the jail
and burnt down the magistrate's yamén,
the magistrate himself perishing in the
fray. A body of troops had subsequently
captured or killed almost the whole of the
offenders. Honours are decreed in favour
of the murdered magistrate.

(3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of
Chihli, ete., memorializes reporting on the
purchase of certain batches of ponies in
Mongolia for artillery service. An additional
supply of animalsbeingrequired forthe field-
guns which have of late been allotted to the
various cantonments of troops, and also for
the cavalry field force quartered in Chéng-
ting Fu, officers have been sent to Mongolia
to buy ponies, and the purchase of 813 head
by these commissioners has already been
reported to the Throne. A farther supply
being now again required, three batches,
amounting to 440 in all, have now been
additionally purchased in the neighbour-
hood of Kalgan and Lama Miao.

Oct. 6th.—(1) A Decree. Let Ts'ung K'i
and Shao Héng-yii proceed by post-relay to
Honan to undertake a commission of en-
quiry. Let the officials of their suite proceed
in the same manner. Shao Héng-yii being
thus otherwise employed, pending his arrival
to take up his office, let Li Han-chang com-
bine with his other functions the Governor-
ship of Hupeh.
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(2) A Decree. Whereas, of all the pro-
vinces which have been afflicted during the
present year with drought and floods,
Shansi and Honan have suffered the most
grievously from want of rain, We have
already allotted sums of money for the
purchase of grain to be bestowed upon
those in need by way of relief, and have
laid Our injunctions upon the authorities
respectively concerned to see that their sub-
ordinates make full and proper distribution,
to the end that our bounty be enjoyed by
those for whom it is intended. The Tutor
of the Imperial Academy, Wang Ming-lwan,
now memorializes Us stating that manifold
abuses continue prevalent, such as the
fabrication of fictitious lists of sufferers,
the receipt of grants under false pretences,
the production of lists in which the same
individuals are made to figure over and
over again, and the exaction of money pay-
ments for the entry of names. Further-
more, that in the issue of grain, in particular,
knavery is even still more to be ap-
prehended.  Stringent instructions are
hereupon ordered to be given by all the
Provincial Governments concerned, to cause
a strict watch to be kept by their subordin-
ates for the prevention of all such abuses.

(3) A decree issued at the solicitation of
Wén Kéh, Governor of Shantung, who
asks that Kung Yih-t'u, Taotai at Chefoo,
be commanded to return without delay tohis

ost. The Provineial Government of Fuh-

ien is instructed, accordingly, to require
the official in question to return irom
Foochow, the leave granted to enable him
to assist in the local relief agency having
now expired.

(4) A Decree. Let P’an Ting-sin come
to Peking and await other employment.
Let Tu Jui-lien (the Lieutenant-Governor)
act provisionally in his stead as Governor
of Yiinnan.

(6) Ting Jih-ch'ang, Governor of Fuh-
kien, memorializes exposing the shortcom-
ings of a Brigade-General named Chang
Shéng-k'iei, who while holding command
in the north of Formosa, had recruited a
force of 100 men, whom he had been com-
missioned to raise as military colonistsforthe
east coast, from the mere sweepings of the
streets, upwards of 10 per cent. of whom
had deserted as soon as it was known that
they were to be draughted off to till the
ground, and a large proportion of the
remainder being sick and infirm. The
Governor adds that he is personally
responsible for the appointment of General
Chang to the office he lately filled, the
Governor's attention having been drawn to
him by the activity he displayed during

the _ﬂoods at F(_)ochow in rescuing the in-
habitants by his own personal exertions.
The officer in question came only last year
from Tientfsin to serve in Fuhkien. Con-
scious as the Governor is that the offence
of hushing up the shortcomings complained
of in this case would be more serious than
that of having in the first instance recom-
mended the advancement of an official who
has proved himself unworthy, he solicits
that Chang Shéng-k'iei be now cashiered.
—For rescript see Gazetfe of 19th
Sept.

Oct. Tth.—(1) A decree referring to the
distress prevailing in the provinces of
Shansi and Honan owing to the recent
drought, the result of which has been a
most disastrous famine. It has alveady been
decreed that 40,000 piculs of the grain in
process of conveyance to Peking from Kiang-
su and Nganhwei should be allotted for the
supply of the province of Shansi (see Glazette
of 3rd inst.); and it is now farther com-
manded that the whole of the remainder,
amounting to 40,000 piculs and upwards,
be appropriated to the province of Honan.
Steps are to be taken by Li Hung-chang
and the Governor of Honan to effect its
transportation to that province. Touching
the amount of Tls. 400,000 which, by the
recent Decree, the Board of Revenue and
Li Hung-chang were commanded to pro-
vide, three-tenths of which were to go to
Honan, it is now ordained, in view of
the requirement experienced in the last-
named provinee for immediate supplies of
grain, that the entire amount of the
Tls. 200,000 to be provided by the Board
of Revenue is to be forwarded to Shansi,
whilst, as regards the Tls. 60,000 which
were to be appropriated to Honan, this
amount is to be paid out of the Tls. 200,000
to come from the Chihli exchequer, and to
go toward the purchase of grain on account
of Honan. Li Hung-chang is to send agents
to Manchuria to purchase supplies with the
amount in question, and to cause the same
to be conveyed by water to Honan, in order
that they may arrive the more expedi-
tiously. = Should there be any difficulty in
the way of purchasing the full amount at
once, the needful quantities are to be ad-
vanced from the stores of grain accumulated
in Chihli for sale at reduced rates, as Li
Hung-chang may think best. The Governor
of Honan is to submit proposals for any
needful remissions or postponement of
taxation.

(2) A Decree. Let Wén-kwei &'ﬁ
go to be Superintendent of the Imperial
Manufactory at Hangchow.
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(3) The Governor of Honan memorializes
reporting a case of triple murder by a bur-
glar, The offender has been sentenced,
according to law, to suffer death by the
lingering process (ling-ch'e).

(4) The Governor-General of the Two
Hu provinces memorializes reporting the
decease on the Tth ultimo, of the Governor
of Hupeh, Wéng T'ung-tsioh, whose official
career he summarizes, from his appoint-
ment to the office of Taotai in Hunan, after
serving as a Secretary in the Board of War
at Peking, to his promotion in 1874 to the
post of Governor of Hupeh. The virtues
and abilities of the deceased are warmly
eulogized, and particulars are supplied
respecting his sons and grandson. (For
rescript see Gazette of 19th Sept.)

Oct. 8th.—(1) A decree naming some 25
officials (nominated by the Hanlin college)
to be placed on the list for appointment to
the office of Censor.

(2) A decree ordaining that, in view of
the distress occasioned by drought in
Shansi, Honan, and Shensi, a series of
propitiatory services shall be held on the
10th inst. at the various State temples.

(3) The Governor of Shensi memorializes
reporting the assassination of a Taotai in
command of troops, named Hwang Ting,
who was murdered in his bed on the 27th
July last by a military subaltern to whom
he had refused leave to return to Szech'wan,
his native province. Sanction for the
execution of capital punishment upon the
offender is solicited. (For rescript see
Gazette of 8th inst.)

(4) The high provincial authorities of
Fuhkien memorialize reporting that the
Taotai at Shanghai, Féng Tsiin-kwang,
contributed last year for the relief of the
sufferers from the floods at Foochow 1,000
piculs of rice, 2,000 wadded garments, and
1,600 pieces of cotton cloth, together with a
supply of medicines. It is requested that,
in conformity with the regulations pre-
scribed with reference to contributions for
the relief of distress at Tientsin, honorary
distinctions may be conferred upon the
Taotai’'s progenitors for three generations.
—>Sanctioned by rescript.

(6) Kin Shun, Military Governor and
Commander-in-chief of the Ili region, etc.,
memorializes reporting the measures

‘adopted with reference to the wounded

and disabled men and officers of the force
which effected last year the recapture of
Kumudi, Urumtsi’, and Manas. Officers
have been appointed to superintend the
conveyance of these sufferers back to their
native distriets, a sum for the defrayal of
travelling expenses having been given to

each individual, calculated upon the length
of journey in each case. In view of the
great distance, not less than 3,000 miles,
which will have to be traversed, and the
compassion which is due to the sick and
crippled invalids by whom this toilsome
journey is to be accomplished, the Im-
perial lovingkindness is appealed to for
instructions requiring the provincial
authorities to cause transport to be pro-
vided for them from point to point, by a
circular from the Board of War addressed
to the Governments of Hupeh, Honan,
Ngan-hwei, Shensi, Kansuh, Sze-ch'wan,
Kweichow, and Chihli.—Granted by re-
script.

Oct. 9th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from’ the Governor of Shansi,
who has submitted for perusal an explana-
tion tendered by Lin Show-t'u, the Financial
Commissioner of the province, lately
cashiered on a charge of disobeying the
regulations prescribed for the supply of
funds to the army of Tso Tsung-t’ang. In
this case, as Lin Show-t'u argues that he
has not been guilty of the fraudulent mis-
representation charged against him, it is
right that a public statement of the par-
ticulars should be made for his satisfaction.
The Board of Revenue is commanded,
therefore, to institute a searching in-
vestigation into the facts as referred to
in the memorial and its enclosure, and to
report on the same without any approach
to partiality.

(2) A decree cashiering the jail-warden
of the Li-ch'wan district in Hupeh and
directing him to be placed on trial in con-
nection with the escape of a prisoner. The
District Magistrate is held subject to the
penalty incurred by him in consequence
of the escape.

(3) The Grand Secretariat, headed by
Li Hung-chang, memorializes stating that
the Veritable Records of the past reigns,
and the Homilies of former sovereigns,
being deposited in the great archive room
of the Secretariat, it is the rule that the
volumes of these works which are laid each
day before his Majesty should be taken
out, in due turn, by the clerk on duty,
attended by the servants of the depart-
ment. It has now been reported to the
Secretariat by the Assistant Reader Chung
Siu and his colleagues, that on the 19th
September the clerk on duty, on proceed-
ing to the archive room, found the strips
of paper used in sealing up the doors
to have fallen off, and both the large and
small locks to have beenapparently tampered
with. On inspection being made it was
found that five of the archive presses had
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been opened, but that nothing was missing
beyond 218 of the wrappers enveloping the
books within, The receipt of this intelli-
gence has been astounding to the memo-
rialists, who proceeded personally to inspect
the place ; and they solicit that the police
authorities be commanded to take stringent
measures for the apprehension of the de-
predators who have had such audacity as
to commit a robbery within the palace pre-
cincts themselves. The Grand Secretaries
residing in Peking and the subordinates
directly responsible submit themselves also
for the penalty they have incurred through
failure to guard against such an occurrence.
—For rescript sce Gazefte of Sept. 23rd.

(8) Yung Ts'iian, late Military Governor
of 1li, memorializes reporting upon the
amounts of grain harvested on account of
supplies for the army in that region, in
connection with the transfer of his com-
mand to his successor. Having been com-
manded by decree in 1871 to proceed to
the west (i.c., to the Russian territory) to
make arrangements with the Russian offi-
cials for taking over affairs in Ili, on return-
ing thence in 1872, when his head-quarters
were established at Tarbagatai, land was at
once brought under cultivation by military
colonists in order to furnish supplies for
the army. Statements have already been
laid before the Throne of the quantities of
grain sold at reduced rates, and other de-
tails connected with this matter ; and he
has now to submit a report for the period
from September 1874 to June 1877. The
balance of grain left in hand at the begin-
ning of 1875 was 1,289 piculs of barley
(siao méh), and the quantity harvested in
that year was 2,135 piculs. In the following
year, 7,805 piculs were obtained. Details
of the issues made from this stock are next
given.

Oct. 10th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from Li Hung-chang, Governor-
General of Chihli, who has requested that
an official of the Hanlin college named Wu
Ta-ch’éng may be sent to Tientsin to assist
the Territorial and Customs’ Taotais in the
operations connected with the distribution
of relief. Orders are given accordingly.

+ (2) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Foh-
kien, memorializes soliciting a mark of
Imperial approbation for a new educational
institution established at Foochow under
his auspices. Commencing with the
apophthegm that the fundamental requi-
site in the administration of government
is the supply of suitable agents, and that

the source whence such agents are to be |

looked for consists in the fostering of
study, he proceeds fo extol the wise and

beneficent system under which the rejeni

dynasty has covered the land with ane;%?;:f
tional organization, placing official centres
of instruction in every city, and permitting
colleges to be founded, in addition, in all
directions. The result has been seen in
the abundant development of ability that
has marked the history of the last two
hundred years., The province of Fuhkien
itself the scene of the educational l&bour;
of the sage (Chu Hi) of bygone times, has
long been famed for its intellectual activity ;
and three Colleges have long existed at its
capital city. In these institutions, however,
the curriculum is exclusively devoted to
the arts of poetry and style ; no leisure is
afforded there for the study of the canonical
Books, the historians, and questions of the
day. In 1872, the late Governor of the
province, Wang K'ai-t'ai, set on foot an
establishment named the Che Yung Tang
ﬁ Fﬁ 2, or Institute for Practical study,

to which scholars were encouraged to repair
in numbers for the purpose of attending
monthly classes devoted to the canonical
Books and the historians. Graduates of both
the provincial and prefectural examinations
and simple licentiates were equally ad-
mitted, and an examination was to be held
in the second moon of each year by the
Governor-General and Governor in person.
The services of a President for the institu-
tion were engaged, to hold monthly exami-
nations ; and a sum of Tls. 20,000 was ap-
propriated from unemployed public balances
to be placed at interest in order to furnish
the requisite means for defraying the
expenses to be incurred. It was arranged
that the attendance should consist in ten
indoor students, receiving Tls. 4 per
mensem each, and 20 outdoor, receiving
Tls. 3. The memorialist, on taking
office as Governor of Fuhkien, observed
that want of means prevailed among the
greater number of the scholars of the
province who were distinguished alike by
respectability and erudition, for which
reason he set aside last year, from the
balance of the relief funds provided, a sum
of Tls. 5,000 which was put out at interest,
thus enabling six additional indoor and
twelve additional outdoor students to be
taken on the rolls of the establish-
ment. Following the example set by
the scholars of past ages, the curriculum
has been divided into two branches, viz.,
the interpretation of the canonical Books

:ﬁ?gﬁ , and political economy /é"$‘-.
In the memorialist’s humble opinion, what
it is essential to aim at is that as large a
number of scholars as possible should seek
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to follow the example of the worthies of
the past, and to study doctrinal literature
in 1its application to practical questions

Wﬁ Every individual who is now

trained to make his mark in scholarship
is one more added to the list of public
officials who will follow the right path
in days to come; and by this means
suitable agents may be effectively ob-
tained, setting aside the vain repute
of erudition which keeps itself apart
from the work and ways of actual life.
The memorialist concludes by soliciting
that a tablet with an Imperial inscription
may be conferred upon the Che Yung Shu
Yiian, or College of Practical Results, which
has thus been organized, in conformity
with earlier precedents in favour of the
three other Colleges existing at Foochow.
—Granted by rescript, 25th Sept.

Oct. 11th. Ting Pao-chéng, the newly
appointed Governor General of Sze-ch’'wan,
gets forth in a long and elaborate report his
proposals for a reirrangement of the pro-
vineial salt monopoly system as regards its
ramifications in the adjoining provinece of
Kweichow. In addition to the proceeds of
the land tax, the revenue from salt is the
only important item in the receipts of the
Sze-ch’'wan exchequer. In the peaceful
times heretofore prevailing, the salt of Sze-
ch’'wan was largely consumed in Kweichow
and Yiinnan, in the first named of which
provinces the contractors for the gabelle
had agencies in wvarious prefectures, at
which the amounts of several tens of thous-
ands of licenses were annually disposed of.
Since the rebellion, however, the province
of Kweichow having been laid waste in
every direction, and the population dis-
persed or annihilated, so that not a tenth
of its former numbers is now in exist-
ence, the old salt agencies have virtually
ceased to exist. Sze-ch’'wan has conse-
quently lost its source of revenue, and
what remained to it, on the side of
Hupeh, has been threatened by repeated
proposals for a return to the old system of
supplying that region from the Hwai-ngan
salt producing area. The arrears of re-
venue on the Kweichow provineial account
amount to upwards of Tls. 1,000,000, and
no prospect of recovery has presented it-
self. The result of an enquiry instituted
by the memorialist’s orders is a proposition
that the system of supplying the province
of Kweichow with salt from Sze-ch’wan
shall be resumed, but with the modification
that the salt be conveyed to the distribut-
Ing centres by Government agency, and sold
there to the licensed contractors. The

mercantile agencies which formerly under-
took the business on Government account,
being large Shensi firms, with an aggregate
capital of upwards of Tls. 10,000,000, were
in a position to undertake the needful heavy
preliminary outlay contingent upon the
traffic in salt ; but these concerns have been
broken up in consequence of the recent
troublous period, and the firms which are
now in existence are merely joint-stock con-
cerns formed by Kweichow and Sze-ch'wan
traders, with comparatively limited means.
Enumerating the difficulties which stand in
the way of a development of the salt traffic,
the Governor-General refers to the mul-
titude of fees which are arbitrarily exacted
at every turn from the license holders, and
to the number of lekin offices which are met
with in all directions in the province of
Kweichow, which is overspread by an
absolute network of such barriers. The
entire revenue annually derived from lekin
in the province of Kweichow, including the
amounts yielded by printed calicoes and
timber—the two staples of trade—does not
exceed Tls. 100,000. This is of slight
avail to the public interest, whilst the
trader, harassed in addition by eumulative
levies of Customs’ duties, the exactions
of officials and their underlings, and the
rapacity of local prepotenti and village
bullies, is too often deterred altogether
from making a venture. The scheme
now submitted with a view to ameli-
orating this state of affairs, consists in
the establishment of salt agencies of the
Sze-ch’wan Government at various points
in Kweichow ; and as the undertaking is
to be of an official character, care will be
taken in that province to sweep away all
the local imposts and exactions heretofore
prevailing at barriers controlled by pre-
fectural and district officers. In Kweichow,
however, it remains to be stated, the
exigencies of the public service have led to
the imposition of a levy of 10 per cent.

ﬁ‘-i—;hh-—- on all salt arriving at the

distributing agency, this impost being
known as the ta i or great lekin.

Of this, however, the memorialist has heard
that it does not all find its way into the
public exchequer. In the course of trans-
port, moreover, salt is further burdened
with levies designated “ half lekin,” ‘‘little
lekin,” local consumption duty or octroi
(loh ti shuei), and so forth, to which have
to be added the exactions imposed at the
various examining offices and the unau-
thorized tax-stations kept up by the district
authorities in general. As the result, each
yin of salt (amounting probably to about
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500 catties) conveyed to Kweichow, under-
goes taxation to the amount of several tens
of taels. At the same time, salt stands for
not more than one-half of the total revenue
of about Tls. 100,000 annually raised in
Kweichow by the lekin tax on both salt and
merchandize ; and the memorialist now
proposes that the province of Sze-ch’wan
shall undertake to furnish to Kweichow a
sum of Tls. 50,000 or 60,000 per annum
from its own exchequer, to be increased
hereafter if the trade expands, as a sub-
stitute for the above amount, a decree
being at the same time solicited, command-
ing the Government of IKweichow to give
orders for the exemption, henceforward, of
the Sze-ch’wan salt from all taxation at
the lekin barriers, and to allow no amounts
to be levied by way of Customs’ duties
other than those which are specified in the
Board of Revenue’s regulations. As regards
the expenses which will be entailed for the
establishment of the proposed agencies and
the transport of salt to these points, it is
estimated that an amount of Tls. 500,000
will be required. The exchequer of Sze-
ch’'wan is absolutely bare, and the only
source of supply that can be thought of is
the Treasury of Shantung, from the Go-
vernorship of which province the memorial-
ist has lately come. The measures of
economy which he had there instituted,
have left available reserves in the treasuries
of the Salt and Rice departments ; and he
proposes therefore that Tls. 300,000 be ad-
vanced by way of loan from those depart-
ments, with an additional Tls. 100,000 from
the lekin revenue, the whole to be repaid to
Shantung within eight years by annual
instalments. The remaining Tls. 100,000
could be raised in Sze-ch'wan itself.—The
proposals are referred by rescript for the
consideration of the Board of Revenue.
Oct. 12th.—(1) A Decree. With reference
to a memorial We have received from Tso
Tsung-t'ang, soliciting that marks of Our
approbation be bestowed upon the officials
who have attended fo the raising of troops
and the forwarding of supplies of funds on
behalf of his army in the field—in view of
the success which has attended the opera-
tions in Turkestan, it behoves Us to single
out, for the present, as recipients of re-
ward, those officials who, headed by the
Assistant Military Commissioner Liu Tien,
have distinguished themselves by their
exertions in the control of the populations
in rear of the army, in the raising of troops,
and in the providing of financial supplies.
Upon Liu Tien We confer the insignia of
the first degree of rank ; upon T’an Chung-
lin, Governor of Shansi, the peacock feather
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of the second degree, &c., &e. (A list of
5 or 6 other officials, similarly rewarded
here follows.) For the rest, be it as is
proposed.

(2) A Decree. The Board of Punish-
ments memorializes Us stating that a con-
demned felon, brought up for final sentence
at the Palace Assize, has cried out for jus-
tice before the tribunal, whereupon ‘the
appointment of a high Commission of en-
quiry is applied for. In the case of the
appellant for justice Wang Yeo-shéng, alias
Wang San, let the Grand Secretariat join
with the Board of Punishments in arraign-
ing him once more for trial and report
to Us thereupon, (N.B. The Palace Assize,
held annually in the ninth moon, takes
cognizance of the capital cases awaiting
authority for the execution of sentence, and
on its report depends the the issue of the
death-warrant, which is signified by a circle
placed in red against the name of the con-
demned prisoner. From the Board of
Punishments’ prison at Peking, twenty-six
condemned criminals were lately sent up
before the Assize, headed by the well-
known ex-General Ch'éng Luh, whose trial
and condemnation in 1874 for a wholesale
massacre committed under his orders on
the Kansuh frontier was a'prominent inei-
dent in the history of that year, Three
times respited, he will probably now escape
the execution of his sentence. The appeal
of Wang Yeo-Shéng, referred to in the
above decree, was based on the ineulpation
of an alleged fellow-culprit, who had
hitherto been exempted from prosecu-
tion in a case of homicide.) )

(3) The Court of Censors memorialize
forwarding an appeal lodged by a native of
Chehkiang, complaining of the murder of
his brother by a gang of ruffians, who cut
up the corpse in six pieces and hid them
away, enquiry having been subsequently
stifled through collusion on the part of the
District Magistrate’s underlings.—Referred
for provincial rehearing in the usual
manner.

(4) The Tmperial Controller-General of
Kokonor reports having held a durbar of
the Mongol princes and nobles, according
to regulation, at the time for presenting
the autumnal sacrifices to the god of the
Sea of Kokonor. (See Gazette of 11th
Oct. 1875).

Oct. 13th.—(1) A Decree. Let Chang
Téh-luh gE 2B T2 he transferred to fill

the post of Brigade-General of Ku-chow in

Kweichow. Let Yang Yii-k'o % EE ﬂ

succeed to the Brigade-Generalship of Kao-
chow in Kwangtung, which thus becomes
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vacated. (N.B. Yang Yi-k'o is, with
Ts’én Yi-ying, the joint hero of the recon-
quest of Yiinnan from the Panthay insur-
gents ; and he was for some time, in 1875-
1876, acting General-in-chief of the forces
in Yiinnan. For his removal from that pro-
vince see Gazette of 29th August last,)

(2) A Decree. The Censor Liu Ngén-
p'u memorializes Us soliciting that the
cultivation of the poppy be forbidden.
The growth of the poppy plant is in
a high degree detrimental to the pro-
duction of the food supply of the people,
and Decrees have heretofore been issued
commanding the provineial governments
to take stringent measures for prohibit-
ing it. We are now informed by the
Censor abovenamed, that the plant con-
tinues to be largely cultivated, without
authority, in all parts of the province of
Shansi, and he urges that a public mani-
festo be issued proclaiming the interdict,
as also that specific penalties be enacted
for the case of district officials who may
prove guilty of neglect in the matter. Let
the Governor of the province, Tséng Kwoh-
ts'iian, institute an enquiry with all due
diligence, making it his positive duty to
forbid the practice without exception.
Should the district officials continue to
shew an absence of energy in the execu-
tion of their orders, and to be guilty of
winking at the continuance of a practice of
which they are well aware, let them forth-
with be rigorously denounced to the throne.

(3) A Decree. In the matter of the
sevire affliction which has this year befal-
len the province of Shansi in consequence
of drought, We have repeatedly issued
decrees appropriating funds to purposes of
relief ; but inasmuch as it may be feared
that abuses will be committed by the ofii-
cials and underlings of the provinecial ad-
ministration in the distribution of supplies,
whereby Our bounty would be prevented
from reaching the masses for whom it is
intended, We command that Yen King-
ming, formerly holding office as a senior
Vice-President of the Board of Works, be
appointed to travel throughout the aflicted
region, and to superintend with all due
diligence the administration of the relief
agencies. In the case of any reprehensible
conduct, or malpractices in the shape of
embezzlement and the like, let him impeach
the offender in a memorial addressed to the
Throne.

(4) The Superintendent of the Imperial
Manufactory at Hangechow memorializes
representing the impossibility of obtaining
the raw material required for the silk
fabrics he is ordered to supply for

Palace use at the rates prescribed by
the Board of Revenue regulations, to which
it has been enjoined upon him that return
should be made. He represents that exist-
ing cirecumstances render compliance with
the former rates impossible. Not only has
production been largely diminished since
the rebellion, but two new elements, viz.,
the imposition of the likin tax and the
foreign demand for raw silk, have come in
to enhance the market value. He is obliged
to renew the representations already here-
tofore advanced on this subject, and to
entreat a postponement of the revival of
the old tariff of rates for the purchase of
raw silk and dye stuffs.—Sanctioned by
reseript.

(5) The Superintendent of the Imperial
Manufactory at Nanking reports the com-
pletion of an order for 500 rolls of yellow
brocaded satin, required for the current
year's supply, which has been executed at
a cost of Tls. 16,540,

Oct. 14th.—(1) The Governor of Yiinnan
memorializes reporting the result of a trial
held in a case in which a subaltern military
officer in the prefecture of P'u-urh Fu has
been charged with committing a murder.
The sentences propounded upon the persons
implicated in the case are submitted for
sanction and referred by rescript for report
on the part of the Board of Punishments.

(2) The high authorities of Fuhkien
memorialize reporting the arrival at Foo-
chow of a Liu-ch’iuan junk, with thirteen
persons on board, which had been driven
over to the Chinese coast by stress of
weather. The junk being quite seaworthy,
the Lin-ch’iuans on board have professed
themselves as perfectly capable of navigat-
ing her back to their own country, and
they have been furnished with a month’s
provisions, and allowed to depart accord-
ingly.

(3) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General
of the Two Kiang, memorializes soliciting
the bestowal of an Imperial title of honour
upon the Dragon God whose temple has
long stood at Wuo-lung-shan (Black Dragon
Hill), outside the north-east gate of the
city of Nanking (commanding the Straw-
shoe Channel.) The beneficent interposi-
tion of this deity has been manifested, not
alone on behalf of the ordinary navigation
near this point, where, through the perils
of a rapid current, vessels are peculiarly
exposed to danger, from which they are
constantly rescued by the services of the life-
boats which shoot out to their assistance,
but in particular in connection with the
works carried on for the fortification of the
Wu-lung-shan. At a critical stage of the
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works, when half the soldiery employed in
executing them were prostrated by epidemic
disease, a salutary change was produced on
prayers being offered up at the temple by
the officers in command, and the works
were completed without a drawback. The
other fortifications which were taken in hand
at different points along the Yangtsze, from
Nanking to Silver Island, required the ser-
vices, also, of continual transport by water
up and down stream ; and throughout the
course of this undertaking manifest inter-
position of a supernatural character was
experienced in the protection of the vessels
engaged in the service from wreck or loss,
notwithstanding the tempestuous weather
they encountered. The RBrigade-General
in command of the troops, and his officers,
having subscribed for the rebuilding of the
temple, and the facts being vouched for by
the Lieutenant-Governor and sundry other
of the provincial authorities, the memorial-
ist solicits that, in conformity with the
Tmperial regulation to this effect, a title of
honour may be conferred upon the local
deity and that his temple be added to the
list of those at which semi-annual sacrifices
are offered by the authorities.—Referred by
rescript to the Board of Ceremonies for
report.

Oct, 156th.—A decree, referring to the
prevailing distress from famine in the pro-
vinces of Honan and Shansi, together with
the appropriations in money and grain
already made toward its relief, but express-
ing the apprehension that notwithstanding
what has been done, the masses of the
people may still be exposed to want during
the interval between the autumn and the
spring harvests. It is consequently ordered
that from the current winter's quota of
Peking tribute grain to be provided by the
province of Shantung, there shall be allotted
160,000 piculs, to go in equal proportions
to the two afflicted provinces., The
Governors of Honan and Shansi are to take
steps for the transport of these supplies to
their respective jurisdictions, and to cause
the same to be duly distributed as a token of
the Imperial sympathy for the suffering
population.

No other documents of importance.

Oct. 16th.—(1) A decree sanctioning, on
the application of Shén Pao-chéng, Governor
General of the Two Kiang, and Yi Luh,
Governor of Nganhwei, the bestowal of a
title of canonization upon the late K'iao
Sung-nien, who died in 1875, whilst holding
the office of Director-General of the Yellow
River, and who had rendered eminent
services during the Taiping rebellion.

(2) The acting Governor of Shantung
memorializes reporting the escape of a
prisoner under sentence of death from the
gaol of the Lin-kii district, by breaking
through the wall of the prison, after ridding
himself of his fetters, whilst the watchmen
were asleep during a storm of rain on a
certain night in July last. The jailwarden
is denounced in the usual manner. For
rescript see Glazefte of 1st inst.

(3) In a supplementary memorial, the
acting Governor of Shantung refers to the
measures carried into effect for the relief
of the distress from famine in the early
part of the year in the prefectures of Ts’ing-
chow and Lai-chow, partienlars concerning
which had earlier been reported to the
Throne in a memorial (not published) from
the late Governor of the Province, Ting
Pao-chéng. A sum of 30,000 or 40,000
Taels, as was previously reported, was to
be scraped together by the late Governor
from the different treasuries of the province,
in the course of last winter, for the pur-
pose of providing means for the issue of
rice-gruel in the afflicted districts, and Tls.
43,000 in all were actually issued to the
various district Magistrates for this pur-
pose. This amount, however, was small,
and it was soon expended ; and although

charitable persons and the notables

and people of Wei Hien and other districts
contributed nobly, the destitute were num-
bered in tens of thousands, and, as time
went on, private etforts became exhausted.
The local authorities could not justi-
fiably ignore the condition of affairs,
and in order to provide means for the re-
lief of the crowds of starving persons who
thronged about the relief agencies, funds
were issued from the provincial Treasury
to the amount in all of about Tls. 30,000,
divided among the various distriet Magis-
tracies, in addition to which 20,000 piculs
of rice and 12,000 articles of clothing were
subscribed by the notables and people. A
lamentable picture is drawn of the havoc
caused among the population of the afflicted
districts by the famine, which, in the Lin-
kit and adjacent districts, where it was
most severely felt, is said to have left nine
dwellings depopulated out of ten. Im-
perial acknowledgments of the contribu-
tions afforded by the respective individuals
are solicited.

Oct. 17th—(1) A decree, referring to the
continued want of rain in the neighbour-
hood of Peking, and the severe suffering
entailed by drought upon the provinces of
Shansi, Honan, and Shensi, in considera-
tion whereof propitiatory services were
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held on the 16th inst. at the various State
temples. The rainfall vouchsafed since
then has been inconsiderable ; and it is
consequently ordained that on the 19th
inst. a farther series of propitiatory services
are to be held, his Majesty proceeding in
person to the Ta Kao Tien, and the Im-
perial princes respectively to offer incense
at other shrines.

(2) A decree based upon a memorial
from Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General
of the Two Kiang provinees, who has re-
ported the measures he has adopted for
encouraging the destruction of locusts, and
the collection of their eggs during the win-
ter. In the course of the present year, he
states, the crops have suffered greatly in
the provinces of Kiangsu and Nganhwei
from swarms of locusts, the ground being
actually covered to the depth of a foot
and more by their bodies in the localities
~ where they have alighted. The local

authorities had been called upon to use
their most active efforts toward the capture
and destruction of the insects ; but the
Governor-General now represents that, bet-
ter even than the destruction of the locust

itself in the winged state (the hwang §i£),
is the extermination of its larva, the nan
fﬁj ; whilst most efficacious of all is the

collection of the eggs from which the larva

roceeds. Instructions have consequently
Eeen issued to the district authorities to fix
a price at which eggs will be bought, as an
encouragement to efforts directed toward
the radical extirpation of the plagne. The
measures reported as having been taken are
approved ; and a continuance of vigilant
care for the energetic carrying out of the
proposed system is enjoined upon the high
authorities. Negligencé on the part of any
of their subordinates is to be denounced in
stringent terms to the throne.

(3) A Decree. Let Li Wei-shuh $ ﬁﬁ m

succeed to the post of Brigade-General of
the Yeo Kiang command in Kwangsi.

(4) The Governor of Hunan memorializes
reporting that an officer named Ho Shu

ﬁ ﬂE has been selected to fill the

vacancy in the office of Prefect of Ch'ang-
sha Fu, the provincial capital. This
functionary is at present 50 years of age,
a native of the province of Honan, who,
being at the time an honorary licentiate,
was appointed in 1850 to a post in one
of the minor Government offices at Peking,
and who subsequently took his degrees at
the provincial and metropolitan examina-
tions, In 18756 he was transferred to

Hunan in the grade of Prefect, and was
appointed to hold office in Ch’ang-téh Fu.
He is now strongly recommended for the
vacancy above-mentioned. — Referred b,
rescript to the Board of Civil Office for
consideration and report.

(5) The Governor of Chehkiang memo-
rializes reporting the proceedings taken in
the case of an old man named Ts'ao
Chow, who obtained an interview with
him in July last, stating himself to be
an expectant District Instruetor, and who
submitted a paper which purported to
contain certain statements of importance
relating to the sea-wall conservancy, but
which on being examined was a mere
rambling and@prolix mass of trash, of
which, consequently, no farther notice
was taken. Some ten days later, how-
ever, the same individual submitted a
printed book, entitled ‘‘Record of the
Experiences of Three Generations,” which,
to the Governor’s intense amazement,
he found to be ostensibly issued with his
own approval and containing an intro-
duction professedly emanating from his
own hand. The contents of the work were
a tissue of defamatory libels affecting the
principal officers of the provincial adminis-
tration, in connection with a dispute in
which the writer was embroiled with a
deputy Superintendent of the Salt
Revenue, the feud arising out of an
endeavour on the writer’s part to effect a
sale of some family property connected
with the Salt department in which he
had been cpposed by some of his younger
kinsmen. After reciting the particulars
of the case, and dwelling upon the fact that
libellous attacks upon the character of in-
dividuals and defamation of high officers
of the Government are serious offences in
the eye of the law, the Governor states
that as the Judicial Commissioner ofthe pro-
vince is newly appointed and has but lately
taken office, he can have no motive to
shew partiality, he has charged that officer
with an enquiry into the conduct of
which the Deputy Superintendent of the
Salt Revenue is accused, concurrently
with the trial of the person guilty of
putting forth the defamatory libels as
above-mentioned.

Oct. 18th.—(1) A decree premising with
the observation that among the Histories
of all the successive dynasties that have
occupied the throne of China, the palm of
conciseness and systematic regularity is
invariably awarded to those drawn up
in the style of Annals of Imperial Acts

'?—ﬁ‘ﬂ;_ 4& %’E, and that the compilation of
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records of this description has already
taken place with reference to the reigns of
the successive Sovereigns of the reigning
House. It is now ordained that a similar
work be undertaken with reference to the
reign of his Majesty lately deceased, the
Emperor Muh Tsung I, (T’ung Che), the
fame of which, alike for civil virtues and
for martial triumphs, is diffused to the
uttermost ends of creation. The Veritable
Record of his late Majesty’s reign has
already been completed up to its sixth year
1867) ; and the State Historiographers
E)ﬂice is now commanded to depute a staff of
officials to make a transcript or duplicate
copy of the Record so far as it has already
been laid before the Throne, and to compile
from thence the personal Annals as afore-
said, the work continuing in proportion as
the Record itself is carried on toward com-
letion. The duplicate copy of the Veritable
%ecord is to be preserved for reference in
the Historiographers’ Office.

(2-3) The Governor of Shun-t'ien Fu
memorializes soliciting the issue of Imperial
allowances of grain to the charitable
asylums at and near Peking.—For rescripts
see Gazette of 3rd inst.

19th Oct.—(1) A series of decrees appoint-
ing examiners, sub-examiners, ete., for the
competition about to commence for the
military ésin-she degree.

(2) A decree based upon a memorial
from the Hanlin Assistant Reader Chang
P'ei-lun, who has solicited that advice
to the Throne be publicly called for,
by way of discovering a remedy for
the calamitous condition of affairs. In
reply it is observed that officials of high
or low degree throughout the Empire have
1epeatedly been called upon to express their
views on matters affecting the public weal,
with the object of obtaining that wisdom
which lies in the multitude of councillors.
During the present year, a number of the
provinces have been afflicted with natural
calamities in divers forms, in the shape of
flood, drought, and plagues of locusts ; and
for the relief of the distress thus oceasioned,
grants of both money and grain have been
allotted by the State. In view of the fact,
however, that united endeavours should be
brought to bear, among high and low alike,
with reference to all such questions as those
of the prevalence or otherwise of a spirit
of negligent adherence to routine in the
civil administration, the existence of causes
for dissatisfaction among the people, and
the possibility of flaws being forthcoming
in the method of conferring official appoint-
ments and the exercise of the functions of
government, the whole official body, of

whatever rank, is adjured to put forth
the expression of whatever views may
be individually entertained, in order to
further the earnest desire which is cherished
by the Sovereign toaimatincreased rectitude
of conduct in face of the visitations with
which the Empire is afflicted, and not to be
deaf to advice or remonstrance.

) —As reg_a.rds a statement put forward
in a postscript memorial by the same writer
to the effect that certain eunuchs have
introduced actors and caused plays to be
performed within the precincts of the Palace,
that buying and selling, attended with noise
and disorder, goes on within the enclosure
occupied by the manufacturing department
of the Imperial Household, and furthermore
that gambling-tables have been set on foot
there, the stringent prohibition of which is
solicited, the Comptrollers of the House-
hold are required to make immediate
investigation, and to deal out severe punish-
ment should the facts be discovered to be
as is stated.

(3) Wén Kéh, newly appointed Governor
of Shantung, memorializes reporting his
assumption of office on the 21st August.

(4) Ch'ung How, acting Governor-
General of Féng-t'ien (Manchuria), in a
postseript memorial, reports that, having
deputed an agent to visit Shanghal in the
course of a journey some time ago to
procure a supply of firearms for the drilled
field-force employed in the province, this
officer, the Taotai Kao Ts'ung-shun, has
lately returned and reported that, whilst
passing through Shanghai, he had carefully
selected a stock of arms in concert with
the acting Taotai at that place, Liu Jui-fén,
and had prepared shipments, which were
not yet ready, however, to be despatched.
The memorialist has hereupon desired the
Taotai at Shanghai to forward the arms ab
once. As regards ammunition, an officer
had been despatched to Tientsin to take
charge of the requisite shipments, and
through the care of the Grand Secretary
and Governor-General Li Hung-chang, a
supply of lead, bullets, percussion caps,
fuses, cartridges, etc., has beensent forward.
The memorialist being informed that the
foreign breechloading guns manufactured
of late in Germany by Krfpp (fKé-lu-pu

% )E I‘\), are manageable, strong, and
effective weapons, he has requested H. E.
Li Hung-chang to order the Tientsin
Arsenal to purchase a certain number on
his behalf. ~ He has further directed the
officer named Chang Kin-lung to raise a
body of artillerymen, both officers and pri-
vates, to practise the use of these guns.




148

[Oct. 20—22.

Oct. 20th.—(1) A decree giving utterance
to the Imperial condolences on the decease
of the mother of Li Hung-tsao, President of
the Board of Works, ete., etc. A sacrificial
service is accorded in her honour, the sum
of Tls. 2,000 is awarded for the expenses of
her funeral, and the local authorities are
commanded to do what is needful toward
the due conveyance of her remains to the
place of sepulture at her late home.

(2) A Decree. Let Ho Show-ts'ze

ﬁ%% succeed to the post of President
Loy

of the Board of Works. Let Sii T’ung

ﬁ*ﬁj become his successor as President

of the Court of Censors. (N.B.—By the
decease of his mother, as above recorded,
the President of the Board of Works is
compelled to go into retirement for twenty-
seven months, Li Hung-tsao vacates, con-
sequently, his appointment as a member of
the Yamén of Foreign Affairs, to which he
was gazetted in December last, as well as
his position as one of the five members of
the Grand Council. He is a native of
Tientsin.)

(3) A decree sanctioning a proposal sub-
mitted by Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-Gen-
eral of the Two Kiang, for the erection of a
temple in honour of the deceased Governor-
General Tséng Kwoh-fan, which the not-
ables of Sii-chow Fu, in northern Kiangsu,
have asked to be allowed to build in com-
memoration of the late Governor-General’s
eminent services in the suppression of the
Nien-fei rebellion.

(4) The Governor of Shensi reports an
outbreak on the part of certain lawless
natives of the P'u-ch’éng district, known
as the Tao Fei or sword wearing marauders.
The P'u-ch’éng, Fu-p'ing, Lin-t'ung, and
Wei-nan districts (of the prefecture of Si-
ngan Fu) have for many years past been in-
fested by bands of depredators armed with
swords, who were accustomed to make the
salt-marshes at the point of junction of the
four districts above-named their common
head-quarters. Although less trouble has
been given by this class of persons since the
rebellion came to an end, the suffering

caused by the drought during the past |

summer in the country north of the Wei,
las led to renewed activity on their part.
A highway robbery of provisions having
taken place early in August near the salt-
marshes, one of the leaders of the band,
named Chang Ta-wa, was apprehended by
the distriet Magistrate of Wei-nan, with a
number of his followers, and committed to
prison. A native of the distriet, who, for
his connection with the Tao Fei, had been

deprived of his degree as a military licenti-
ate, and who had a grudge against the
Magistrate on this account, raised a band
of followers, to the number of 200 or 300
men, with whom, at daylight on the 3rd
September, he scaled the city wall, cut down
the soldier on duty at the gate, broke into
the prison, released Chang Ta-wa and his
comrades, and set fire to the yamén. The
Magistrate, on assembling a body of sol-
diers and police to capture the assailants,
was attacked by them, and perished after
being wounded in sixteen places. His wife,
son, daughter-in-law and grand daughter-
in-law were wounded at the same time.
The attacking party subsequently retired to
their customary haunts, whither they were
pursued a few days later by a military
force. A number of prisoners were taken
after a succession of encounters, beside
others who were killed on the spot, and
the band has been entirely broken up.—
For rescript see Gazette of bth inst.

(5) The acting Governor of Shantung re-
ports that on the 14th September the whole
of the vessels of the grain-fleet, 430 in num-
ber, had after immense exertions been
passed out of the Shantung territory (into
the jurisdiction of Chihli) and placed in the
waters of the river Wei. The vessels had
been brought to a standstill on reaching
Lin-ts'ing owing to the extraordinarily
shallow state of the Wei, in which the
depth of water was but 1 ch'ih 4 &5'un to
1 ¢l'ih T or 8 ts'un, whilst there was not a
drop to spare in the Canal itself ; and as
there was no prospect of such a rise as
would have allowed the sluices to be opened,
the only expedient remaining was that
of discharging the junks, and floating them
over empty. This was accordingly done,
and the fleet has been thus got across on
the date above-mentioned.

Oct. 21st.—(1) A decree appointing T'ung
Hwa '“i'a_ff_ﬁ to the post of a junior Vice-

President of the Board of Civil Office. He
is to continue to act (in the stead of Kwoh
Sung-t'ao) as a Senior Vice-President of
the Board of War.

(2) A decree appointing Féng Yii-k'i
};EI.:, }g{ P‘;g'g: an acting senior Vice-President
of the Board of Ceremonies.

(3) The Governor of Kiangsi, Liu Ping-
chang, memorializes reporting the institu-
tion of a House of Detention for witnesses
at the provincial capital, on the system
originally proposed by the Governor of
Kweichow.—(See (azette of 6th April, 1876.)

Oct. 22nd.—The whole of this day’s
Guzette is occupied with the memorial in
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which Ho Show-ts'ze, President of the
Court of Censors, presents his views
regarding the radical means of cure which
should be sought for the ills under which
the State is at present labouring, Among
the multitudinous affairs of Government,
he observes, there must necessarily be

points of superior importance, and of such

the most paramount is the application of
radical means of cure, after probing to the
uttermost the vital questions of the mo-
ment, as the true method of securing
strength to the State. Convinced of the
anxiety with which their Majesties the
Empresses and his Majesty the Emperor
devote themselves to the labour of ensuring
the highest form of order, he ventures to
submit the views he has formed on the
four following subjects.

a. Purification of the Government ser-
vice. The necessity for an increased
degree of strictness in the serutiny of
individual qualifications is insisted upon,
both with a view to the advancement

“of meritorious individuals, and also to
ensure the detection of indifference to the
interests of the people. It is requested
that the high authorities generally be
authorized to lay reccommendations before
the Throne of such among their sub-
ordinates as they consider able and deserv-
ing, such patronage to be exercised, however,
under a direct personal responsibility for
the results.

b. Selection of efficient commanders for
the due discharge of milifary trusts. The
paramount importance of obtaining a supply
of duly qualified military officials being
recognized, it is farther to be observed
that, whilst during the years of warfare
entailed by the Taiping rebellion, military
genius was forthcoming in an abundant
degree, the officers who distinguished
themselves during this period have for the
most part fallen in the field, not more than
one in ten being still in existence. The me-
morialist is convinced that the men are
wanting who could supply the place of
Tso Tsung-t'ang and Kin Shun in the
western campaign, or of P'éng Yiih-lin and
Yang Yoh-pin in their command of the
naval forces on the Yangtsze. It would
also be no easy matter to find many
such examples of daring valour, who made
themselves dreaded by the most des-
perate of the rebels, as Pao Cl'ao and
Ch'én Kwoh-jui. When a retrospect is
taken of the last 20 or 30 years, it is seen
that a commander distinguished by such
breadth of view, in the application alike of
theory and practice, as Tso Tsung-t'ang,
was singled out by Loh Ping-chang when

filling the position of a simple clerk ; that
so skilled a general as T’a-ch'i-pu  was
brought forward by Tséng Kwoh-fan from
the rank of a mere subaltern; and that
commanders so distinguished for their
devotion, talent, and bravery, as Lo Tsah-
nan and Li Sii-pin, were raised from absolute
obscurity by Tséng Kwoh-fan and Hu Lin-
yih. The moral drawn from these reflec-
tions is that Tso Tsung-t'ang, Li Hung-
chang, Ting Pao-chéng, Liu Kw'én-yih,
Liu Ch’ang-yeo, and Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian,
all of whom, after long experience of war-
fare, have been invested with the govern-
ment of provinces, should be called upon
to recommend for advancement such officials
as they may consider eligible for important
commands.

¢. The extension of the system of
storing up provisions of grain, The im-
portance of laying up such stores against a
time of scarcity is exemplified by the suffer-
ing occasioned during the present year by
floods, drought, or locusts in at least ten of
the provinces of the Empire. At the present
moment the provinces of Shansi and Honan
are applying for funds from the Peking
exchequer, Fuhkien and Kwangtung are
asking sanction to measures of relief,
Kiangnan is applying for postponements of
the levy of taxation, whilst other provinces,
not yet heard from, may be expected to
have a tale of financial exigencies and
popular sufferings, involving no less a
number than several millions of souls, yet
to bring forward. The remedy for such a
state of destitution as now prevails is the
accumulation of stores of grain, to be raised
by local or official contributions, under
encouragement in the shape of Imperial
distinetions to be awarded in return for such
services. The granary system carried out in
Shensi by the Governor, T’an Chung-lin, the
memorialist has heard, is conceived on a
very efticient plan ; and had it not been
that, owing to the dearth in the adjacent
provinces of Honan and Shansi, causing the
provincial dealers to strip themselves of
their own stocxs in their eagerness to profit
by the rise in prices, the supplies stored up
in the granaries, to the amount of nearly a
million piculs, would have enabled even a
real famine to be faced with(_mt a.pplfehen-
sion. It is urged that injunctions be issued
for an extension of the granary system to
the provinces generally.

d. The rigorous enforcement of the l_'uIe,s,
of the household registration or ‘‘ tything
system, in order to strike at the root of
possible outbreak of disorder. The memo-
rialist ascribes the spread of the Taiping re-
bellion to negligence on the part of high
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officials, who rebuked certain of their sub-
ordinates for excess of activity when they
proposed to institute measures of house-
hold registration within their districts.
The number of disbanded braves and
unemployed persons who have overspread
the country since the cessation of hostil-
ities, has led to the organization of secret
fraternities, such as the Ko Lao Brother-
hood, outbreaks of which have from time
to time been ventured upon when occa-
sion offered; and in addition to this,
an inflammatory propaganda is main-
tained by the initiated in pseudo-religious
sects, which constitute, owing to the
numbers of adherents they never fail
to secure, a hidden danger of the most
serious magnitude. The ‘¢ tail-cutting ™

practices E'y— jﬂ ;g% % Z % which

prevailed last year spread from the pro-
vinces to Peking, causing a general alarm
and dread of supernatural terrors to take
possession of the public mind. The
authorities of the city and suburbs having
hereupon issued registration tickets to each
household, and having made search in the
quarters comparatively remote from ordin-
ary control, and taken stringent measures
to ensure the detection [of evildoers], barely
a fortnight elapsed, even although no arrests
were made, before the rigorous measures of
precantion which were thus taken brought
the disturbance to an end. It appears
that in Kiangsi, Hupeh, and Nganhwei
criminal proceedings have been checked by
an effective working of the registration
system ; and it is now earnestly recom-
mended that measures to the same end
may be universally enjoined.—For rescript
see Gazefte of Hth inst.

Oct. 23rd.—(1) A decree referring once
more to the prevailing drought, and to the
apprehensions that may be entertained lest
corrupt practices on the part of the officials
employed in distributing the sums allotied
toward the relief of distress should divert
the Imperial bounty from its destined re-
cipients. Li Hoh-nien, Director-General
of the Yellow River, is commanded to make
a tour of inspection throughout the whole of
the afflicted region in Honan, and to
scrutinize the operation of the relief agencies
at work, denouncing to the Throne any in-
stances he may detect of mismanagement
or embezzlement.
Shensi, the former Lieutenant-Governor,
Chang Ying, is appointed to act as Assistant
Relief Commissioner.

(2-3) Decrees appointing the Minister
Mao Ch’ang-hi, President of the Wu Ying
Tien (the Imperial printing department),
and the Assistant Grand Secretary Shén

For the provinece of |
| ? L ﬁ‘ ﬂ‘é‘ be permitted tosucceed to thetitle

kwei-fén, President-in-chief of the Veritable
Record commission.

(4) The Yamén of Gendarmerie memo-
rializes forwarding an appeal on the part of
a student named Su Yen-nien, of the pro-
vinee of Ngan-hwei, who complains of the
murder of his father by a certain man named
Li Yeo-nien and others, in consequence of
a dispute about some land. He complains
that the murderers have not been appre-
hended.—Referred in the usual manner.

(6) Wang Ming-lwan, Tutor of the Im-
perial Academy, memorializes dilating upon
the abuses which are concomitant to the
distribution of relief to the sufferers from
famine, and which nothing but a high
degree of intelligence and experience on
the part of the district Magistrates can
discover and obviate, whilst, when detection
by any chance ensues, the officials are
compelled to connive at the offence through
dread of the penalty to which they them-
selves would be exposed. Four descriptions
of knavery are enumerated in this connec-

tion, to wit, the héh hu or ‘“dark

s
name” trick, by which a fictitious name
is recrrded as a recipient of relief, the
amount of which is pocketed by the
cashier ; the f'ao hu, or non est inventus
trick, by which sums are received on
behalf of individuals who have gone off
to a distance, their names still being
kept on one register whilst, very possibly,
they are at the same time figuring upon
another; the {#s'éh-fei or *‘registration
fee,” which is extorted from sufferers be-
fore they are allowed to have their names

set down; and the chéh-fang Hﬂi‘ or

‘“ deduction,” which is contrived by the
issue of allowances on a reduced scale, such
as that of a minor on behalf of an adult,
or of the quantity prescribed for partly
destitute to those who are wholly in want.
Manifold abuses are perpetrated, also, in
connection with weights and measures. The
memorialist solicits the issue of stringent
commands requiring the exercise of proper
vigilance on the part of the district author-
ities throughout the afflicted region, in order
to guard against malpractices of the kind.—
For rescript see Gazette of 6th inst.

Oct. 24th.—(1) Extracts from the Super-
visorates. The Board of Civil office having
reported, recommending that K'ung Ling-i

of Yen Shéng Kmtgf‘ﬁgrg (Duke Continua-
tor of the Sage, Confucius), the following
rescript has been received : ¢ Be it asis
proposed.” (N.B.—For record of the decease
of K’ung Siang-k’o, the late representative
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of the Confucian lineage, see Gazette of
Dec. 10th, 1876.)

(2) A decree based upon a memorial from
the Censor Kung Siian, who has exposed
certain malpractices on the part of contrac-
tors for Imperial building works. This
class of persons, it appears, by forming a
“Ring” with the clerks employed in the
public offices, contrive to have supplemen-
tary estimates and increased allowances
granted to them on the plea that defects
not previously discoverable have revealed
themselves in the progress of works of
demolition and repair. The Board of Works
is commanded hereupon to frame regula-
tions which will render such malpractices
impossible for the future. .

(3) A decree based upon a memorial
from the Censor Tung Tsiin-han, who has
reported that on the 16th inst. a case of
flagrant burglary occurred at the residence
of an assistant Secretary of the Board of
Works, in the outer city of Peking; and
furthermore that, according to information
he has received, a criminal association
styled the Cleaver Society has been formed
in one of the districts of the province of
Chihli, the affiliated members of which
have distributed themselves secretly about
Peking for purposes of robbery. That such
outrages should be ventured upon in the
immediate precincts of the Imperial resi-
dence is scandalous beyond measure; and
stringent commands are issued for the
arrest without fail of the guilty parties,
and for the maintenance of efficient night
patrols.

(4) A decree based upon a further memo-
rial from the Censor Kung Siian, who has
denounced an assistant Police Magistrate
for failure to arrest the perpetrators of an
act of robbery and murder which took
place in the vicinity of Peking in August
last. The incriminated official is stripped
of the insignia of his rank and required
under penalty of farther proceedings to
effect the apprehension of the criminals
within a given time.

(5) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh-
kien, memorializes returning thanks in an
exuberant strain of gratitude, for the per-
mission accorded to him to return for three
months to his native province for the care
of his health. On the 28th August his
courier returned bringing back the memo-
rial he had submitted to the Throne (see
Gazette of 13th Aug.), upon which the re-
seript was noted : ““ A separate rescript
issued ;” and on the same day he reverently
perused in the Guzette of August 13th the
Decree in which his congé was granted.
He handed over the seal of his office and

his other trusts to the Lieutenant-Governor
Pao Héng, appointed to act in his stead
on the 10th September, and was about t,c’.
hasten on his way to his native place in
obedience to the Decree received.

(6) The Governor of Kiangsu submits the
customary recommendations on behalf of
the officials who have been engaged in the
grain transport service during the past sea-
son, in the course of which 658,400 piculs
of grain have been shipped from Shanghai
by junk or steamer to Tientsin in a highly
satisfactory manner, as the quota due from
the Soochow, Sungkiang, Ch’ang-chow, and

| T’ai-ts’ang prefectures.

25th Oct.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from K’é-she-pu, a Supervising
Censor in charge of the Western division of
Peking, who has reported the apprehen-
sion of a Mussulman native of the city,
named Tsow Wu, who has long been notor-
ious as a gambler and thief, and who had in-
duced certain thieves from the Tung-ngan
District to join him at Peking in the com-
mission of acts of robbery. The Governor
of Shun-t'ien Fu is commanded hereupon
to cause the delinquent to be brought to
trial and punished, after the facts of the
case have been elicited, at the scene of his
offence.

(2) The Governor-General of the Two
Hu provinces reports the total of revenue
collected at the Custom-House established
in recent years at the Wu-ch'ang for the
collection of duties upon timber and bam-
boos, for the benefit of the Board of .Works,
during the twelve months expired on the
10th of July, 1877, as having amounted
to Tls. 39,989.9 shewing an excess of
Tls. 12,300 over and above all the fixed
amounts for which the collector in charge
was answerable. The officer in question is
accordingly continued in office for another

ear.

(3) The Governor-General of the Two
Hu provinces reports the escape of three
prisoners from the jail of the Li Ch’wan
Magistracy, during the customary storm of
thunder and rain and whilst the warders
were, as usual, sound asleep under shelter,
on the night of the 10th May last. Of the
three prisoners, two were subsequently
recaptured ; but the third, who was under
sentence of d-ath, has defied all the efforts
made to discover his whereabouts. The
officials responsible in this case are accord-
ingly denounced for punishment.—For
rescript see (Gaveftz of Oth inst. ~

Oct. 26th.—(1) A decree ordaining a
renewed series of propitiatory services to be
held on the 28th inst., at the prlr}c}pal
State temples, in view of the deficient
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rainfall at Peking within the last month or
two, and the drought experienced in Shansi,
Honan, and Shensi.

(2) A decree based upon a memorial
from the Board of Revenue reporting upon
the protest submitted by Uin Show-t'u,
late Financial Commissioner of Shansi,
against the charges brought against him by
Tso Tsung-t'ang, of reducing without
authority the amount of the subsidies
required from the provincial exchequer.
His excuses are rejected by the Board as
‘unwarranted by the facts of the case; and
the conduct of the Governor of Shansi,
Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian, in forwarding his
statement without a prior investigation, is
disapproved. The Board of Civil office is
directed to take note of this disapproval.

(3) A Decree. The Censor She She-t'ai
has memorialized Us stating that the price
of provisions is rising daily, entailing distress
and penury in consequence upon the
Banner soldiery. He recommends that
the amount of commutation pay issued in
silver be reduced, and the issne of grain be
augmented. Let the Board of Revenue
consider and report to Us.

(4) The Governor of Kweichow memori-
alizes reporting the issue of a trial at which
the late acting Magistrate of the Yung-
t'sung district was arraigned on a charge of
. having imposed an assessment without
lawful authority upon certain communes of
the Miao-tsze aborigines within his district,
under pretence of raising funds for measures
of reorganization. The delinquent having
been stripped of his rank by a Decree dated
in August 1876, and ordered to be brought
to trial, he has been arraigned, and
testimony has been adduced shewing that
he had levied a sum, in all, of Tls. 6,050,
by demands for forced contributions from
sundry individuals. Of this amount he had
expended Tls. 1,450 on the rebuilding
of his Yamén, but he has not accounted for
the remainder. His offence is declared to
fall within the provisions of the statute
relating to the unauthorized levy and ap-
propriation of imposts, in cases of which
kind the amount levied is to be taken into
consideration in applying the enactments
on abuse of the prerogative of law. It is
provided in this connection that where the
amount involved reaches the sum of Tls. 80,
the penalty shall be death by strangulation
after imprisonment to await confirmation of
the sentence ; and a sentence to this effect
has been pronounced in the case of the
delinquent Wu Yen-yao. Minor sentences
are passed upon certain of his accomplices.
—Referred by rescript for the consideration
of the Board of Punishments.

Oct. 27th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the Censor She She-t’ai,
who has represented that malpractices are
indulged in by certain clerks of the Board
of Works in connection with the outlay of
government funds authorized for the
construction of roads and bridges. Certain
public works of this description being now
in progress in the vicinity of Peking (prob-
ably in connection with the Imperial
Mausolea—Tans.), false returns of ex-
penditure are stated to be handed in
through the agency of a contractor’s
“Ring.” The Board of Works is com-
manded to investigate these charges.—In
this memorial (the Decree concludes), none
of the characters designating the Imperial
Mausolea have been elevated according to
rule. Let the Board of Civil office formu-
late the penalty due for this offence.

(2) Tséng Kwoh-tg'iian, Governor of
Shansi, memorializes submitting the state-
ment handed to him by the Financial Com-
missioner Lin Show-t'u, lately dismissed
from the public service, in attempted self-
exculpation. By a comparison of dates and
amounts, he endeavours. to shew that he
had not been guilty of the disregard of
orders imputed to him.—For rescript, see
Gazette of 9th inst.

Oct. 28th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from Tséng Kwoh-ts'ian, Gov-
ernor of Shansi, who has represented that
the prefect of T’ai-yiian Fu Ethe prefecture
in which the provincial capital is situated),
Ts'ing Ngan by name, has shewn himself
wanting in discrimination in dealing with
judicial cases remitted to his hands and
regardless of the exigencies of the situation
in administering the work of famine relief.
It is commanded, hereupon, as is requested,
that the official in question be removed
from his office and degraded fo fill a
lower post in the rank of Sub-Prefect. A
successor to the Prefectship thus vacated
is to be chosen from among the funec-
tionaries of that rank now in Shansi; and
the ensuing vacancy is to be filled by the

officer named Chwang Sih-kih ;T-Ei%%&:
(from Peking.)

(2) A decree cashiering the Magistrate of
the Hing-t'ang District in Chihli, en being
impeached by Li Hung-chang for the levy
of forced contributions under pretext of
the necessity for levying a force of braves
to preserve order in connection with some
pending measures for the readjustment of
taxation in particular cases.

Oct. 29th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the Governor-General and
Governor of Kwangiung, who have
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reported that in consequence of the devas-
tation caused by floods last summer in the
neighbonrhood of Canton, they had sent
agents to Shanghai and Chinkiang to pur-
chase rice for issue to the public at moder-
ate prices, and who request sanction to the
exemption of such importations from all
levies of Customs’ duty and other taxes.
This is accorded.

(2) A deeree based upon a memorial from
Tséng Kwoh-ts’iian, Governor of Shansi,
sanctioning his proposal to establish agencies
for the sale of official ranks in the provinces
of Chihli, Kiangsu, Nganhwei, Hnpeh,
Hunan, Kwangtung, Kwangsi, Szech’wan,
Chéhkiang, and Kiangsi, the proceeds to
be devoted to the relief of the prevailing
distress from famine, as the funds other-
wise forthcoming are declared to be inad-
equate. The honorary forms of reward
which may be purchased in pursuance of
this plan are to be reported in due course
by the various provincial governments,
whilst, for substantive official ranks or
mere honorary titles, the Board of Revenue
is directed to make out 2,000 blank certi-
ficates and forward them to the Governor
of Shansi for disposal.

(3) The Governor-General of Chihli, Li
Hung-chang, memorializes reporting the
capture and execntion of large numbers
of brigands who have taken advantage
of the distress occasioned by drought to
infest the highways in the southwest of
the provinee. These depredators are con-
nected with an organization which sprang
up, with similar objects, in 1868, at the
time of the incursion of the Nien Fei ban-
ditti, and which took the name of the
K'an Tao Huwei, or Cleaver Brotherhood,
The existence of bands of malefactors under
this name was pointed out in Aungust last in
a memorial addressed to the Throne by the
Censor Lin Ngén-p'un, a copy of which was
forwarded to the memorialist. He now
details the measures taken for the apprehen-
sion and gnmmary execution of members
of the fraternity. (See also Gazette of 24th
inst.)

(4) The Governor of Cheh-kiang memo-
rializes with reference to the works
of restoration of the great sea-wall in
Hangchow Bay. The estimate originally
made a number of years ago for the
cost of this work was upwards of Taels
8,000,000; but by means of economical
management during the ten or twelve
years that the work has been in progress,
the outlay has been kept within some
Tls. 6,000,000 or thereabouts. A length
of 1,240 chang (or say 14,000 feet English
measurement), being sections 1L and IIT

of the work as originally estimated for,
still remains unexecuted, and this it is
necessary to go on with in order to com-
plete the work entirely. The memorialist
has made three personal visits of inspection
to the site, the portion numbered as section
III being of particular importance, owing
to its greater exposure to danger from the
force of the waves, and requiring special
strength of construction. On reference to
the printed Description of the Sea Wall,
he finds that when several thousands of
chang of the structure were destroyed by
the typhoon of A.D. 1735, the one section
which remained uninjured was the part
known as the Lao Yen T’ang, measuring
500 chang in length ; this having been built
in A.D, 1715. In its construction, blocks
of stone measuring b ch'ih (say b feet 6
inches English) in length by 2 ch'ih in
depth, and 1 ¢i’ih in width were employed,
laid as headers and stretchers, the blocks
being tongued and grooved on their upper
and lower faces respectively. The wall had
a thickness of 20 courses, and was 30 cl'ih
in height. To obtain blocks of similar
dimensions at the present day is practically
out of the question, as a question of cost
and a great length of time is required,
moreover, in obtaining blocks of the size
now required in constructing the sea-wall
at Hai-yen, The cost estimated for in that
locality, viz., Tls. T90 per chang, is very
much higher than the amount of Tls. 480
per chang which is fixed for the Haining
section. The memorialist refers to the plan
adopted a century or more ago in building
the stone embankments which are still
standing in the Sung-kiang prefecture (near
Shanghai), in which the blocks were secured

together by iron bolts (@{ }ﬁ:) and tongues
(@:75 .) 1In the memorial in which the

then Governor-General of Kiang-nan de-
scribed the system adopted, he referred to
the necessity of offering resistance to the
immense power of the waves, which by suck-
ing a single stone from its place would shake
the entire fabric, and he explained that the
system of joints as above described had been
adopted, these inner bolts giving a solidity
to the structure such as was far superior
to the plan of securing the blocks by
means of clamps exposed on the outer
surface, The Governor, after consul-
tation with the chief provincial author-
ities, has now decided with reference to
the pending works, that the 620 chang con-
stituting section I1 shall be constructed
according to the plan previously adopted,
except that greater height must be allowed,
in order to obviate the danger of the waves
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breaking over the embankment, in con-
sequence of the site being exceptionally
low. Persons who viewed the subject super- |
ficially have recommended with a view to
economy, that the substructure of piling
should be raised higher, in order to give
greater elevation, but this plan is scouted
as providing too insecure a foundation. It
is consequently proposed to make the
height 20 instead of 18 courses, thus bring-
ing the face of the wall to a height of 20
ch'ih, each block having a breadth of 1 ch'ik
2 ts'un, and a depth of 1 ch'ih, the length
varying from 3 to 5 e¢h’ih. The outer
courses it is proposed to join together by
iron bolts and tongues as in the case
of the work above-mentioned near Shang-
hai, the bolts employed for the purpose
to be of the best wrought iron, 4 ts'un
in length by 1 ts'un diameter, and three
and one-tenth #s'un circumference, each
weighing about ome catty. In order to
effect the boring of the blocks of stone
with as little liability to fracture as possible,
it is intended to employ steel drills for the
purpose, which are to be manufactured
at the Arsenal already existing at Hang-
chow, and to be worked by skilled artisans.
The extra work undertaken in this respect,
and in the careful facing of the stone
blocks, will necessitate an addition of Tls.
54 per chang to the original estimate of
Tls. 480. The estimate of Tls. 297,600 for
the 620 chang of work to be done, will
consequently require an addition of Tls.
33,400.—Rescript : Let the Boards con-
cerned take note. (N.B.—For a descrip-
tion of the Hangchow sea-wall see Jowrnal
of the Shanghai Branch Royal Asiatic
Society, Vol. I, New Series, 1864, p. 136.)
Oct. 30th. —(1} A decree cashiering or
degrading a long list (covering three pages
of the Guzette) “of District Magistrates in
Shansi, on denunciation by the Governor
of the provinee, Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian, for
corruption or misconduct in various forms.
(2) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General
of Shensi and Kanauh &e., &c., memori-
alizes laying before the Throne a series of
recommendations of the high officials whose
services in keeping up the supply of funds
for the army of the West have contributed
to the success that has attended its efforts.
—For rescript see Gazette of 12th instant.
Oct. 31st.—(1) A decree in acknowledg-
ment of a memorial from Li Hoh-nien,
Director-General of the Yellow River, who
has reported a generally satisfactory con-
dition of the river at the commencement of
the °“ hoar-frost ” period (23rd Oct.) Al-

though the volume of water during the past
summer has been comparatively weak, still
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the deposition of silt has been interrupted,
and at those points where the force of the
current has jeopardized the safety of the
embankments, danger has been averted
through the exertions of the officials acting
under Li Hoh-nien's orders. The receipt
of this intelligence calls for an expression
of devout thankfulness. Ten sticks of
Tibetan incense are despatched, to be
offered by the Director-General in the
temple of the God of the River, as a
token of gratitude for the protection
vouchsafed. Rewards are likewise con-
ferred upon the officials commended by Li
Hoh-nien.

(2) A Decree. The Board of Ceremonies
memorializes Us reporting on behalf of Li
Hung-tsao, lately serving as President of
the Board of Works, that he solicits per-
mission to observe a three years’ period of
mourning for his birth-mother, née Yao,
lately deceased, on the ground that there
is no other representative of his actual
lineage forthcoming. Let the Board of
Ceremonies consider and report to us
hereupon. (Note. From the foregoing
it appears that Li Hung-tsao, late mem-
ber of the Grand Council, Yamén of
Foreign Affairs, ete., whose retirement on
account of mourning was noticed in the
(Gazette of 20th inst., must have passed out
of his own family into some other by adop-
tion. This fact would exempt him, under
ordinary eircumstances, from the necessity
of observing more than one year, instead of
three, for the ‘‘mother who bore him ;”
but in default of next of kin, the full duty
may still be held to be incumbent upon
him. No less then eight degrees of ma-
ternal relationship, such as nursing-mother,
stepmother, etc., are enumerated by
Chinese law, the pén shéng ma, or actual
birth-mother, as in this case, being naturally
the closest.)

Nov. Ist.—(1) A decree based upon a
report by the Censor Kung Siian, to the
effect that the extra pohce of the outer
city of Peking have apprehended four of
the party of burglars by whom the house of
an official was entered and plundered a
month ago, a quantity of stolen property
and of burglars’ tools being at the same
time captured. The prisoners are handed
over to the Board of Punishments for trial.

(2) A decree, based upon a report from
the office of Gendarmerie, commanding
increased stringency in the operations of
the various police authorities of the capital,
in view of a recent increase in the amount
of crime prevalent.

(3) The Board of Punishments memo-
rialize stating that at the Assize which was
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held on the 10th October in the apartment
without the T'ien Ngan gate of the Palace,
and constituted by the Board together
with the representatives of all the offices
of State, twenty-six felons charged with
capital offences, both male and female,
whose cases, whether of recent or remote
origin, awaited final revision at the _I’a.lace,
were brought up for judgment. In each
case, after a thorough scrutiny of its
particulars, sentence of immediate execution
or a respite was determined upon. Among
the prisoners was one named Wang Yeo-
shéng, alies Wang San, under sentence of
decapitation, who cried out declaring
himself a vietim of injustice when arraigned
for trial; and the memorialists hereupon
deputed certain officials to hold an inves-
tigation of his case. According to the
report received from them, prisoner de-
clared as follows :—“ I was a subaltern
officer of the Plain White Banner of the
Imperial Household troops, and was in-
duced on the 3rd May, 1876, by an in-
dividual named Wang Kih-kw'an, with
whom a gioro member of the Imperial
clan, named Jui Kwang, had quarrelled,
to join him in an attack upon Jui Kwang,
in the course of which the latter was
mortally wounded. On being arraigned
this day at the Palace assize, I do not
see Wang Kih-kw'an brought before the
Court. As I alone am placed on trial, I
have cried out protesting against injustice
done me.” The memorialists have to
submit, hereupon, that the prisoner in
question was condemned to death, some
time since, by a Court convened for
the purpose of investigating the charge
against him, the sentence being based upon
the statute which provides for cases of
murder of members of the Imperial kindred
of the Gioro elass ; the individual named
‘Wang Kih-kw'an being also apprehended
and separately dealt with, all of which was
duly reported to the Throne. In order that
it may now be ascertained whether in making
his personal appeal for justice the prisoner
in this case has sought to shift the blame on
another through dread of the fate to which
he was himself doomed, or whether any
injustice has actnally befallen him, it 1s
proper that solicitation be made for the
appointment of Imperial Commissioners to
join with the memorialists and the Imperial
Clan Court in instituting a further trial ;
and that the name of Wang Yeo-shéng
should be withdrawn from the list of con-
demned felons submitted to the Assize,—
For rescript see Gazette of Oct 12th.  (Note.
It is probable that the case above referred
to, a very noteworthy ineident in the

history of Chinese eriminal procedure, may
be no further mentioned "in documents
appearing in the Gazette; and it may be
well therefore to add a few words by wa:
of explanation. The Court bhefore whicﬁ
this appeal in  ewxtremis was made, is
the Autvmn Assize so frequently sp;ken
of in Chinese proceedings, being the
Court held for the revision of all
capital sentences pronounced throughout
the Empire during the previous twelve
months, in cases where snmmary execution
has not been decreed. The prisoner in this
case, being sent up in person by the Board
of Punishments, in whose custody he was,
is said to have been encouraged to make
his appeal by the knowledge that his
principal, Wang Kih-k'wang, had been ex-
empted from punishment through conniv-
ance on the part of members of the Board ;
and it is predicted that the case will be
allowed to drop into oblivion, the appellant
possibly regaining his liberty after some
eight or ten years of imprisonment.)

(4-5) Memorials by the Censorate, for-
warding appeals on the part of natives of
Chihli and Hunan, who complain of mur-
derd of relatives which have been left un-
redressed.—Referred in the usual manner.

Nov. 2nd.—(1) A Decree. Let P'eng

She-ch'ang % tﬁg succeed to the post

of Censqr for the Shantung division. Let
Wén T’ing-shén be employed in the rank

of Sub-Prefect. Let WuTa-t'ing #‘1‘}( &

be re-émployed in the rank of Taotai and
Superintendent of Maritime Customs.
(N.B.-—This officer was formerly Taotai at
Taiwan.)

No other documents of importance.

Nov. 3rd.—(1) A decree conferring re-
wards in the shape of various degrees of pro-
motion upon the officials who have been
employed in the task of compiling the Ver-
itable Record of the reign of his Majesty
lately deceased. The list fills seventeen
pages of the Glazetfe, embracing the names
of 71 persons.

(2) Péng Yiilin, Inspector-General of
the Naval forces along the Yang-tsze-
kiang, memorializes reporting the com-
pletion of one of his periodical tours of
inspection, ascending the river from its
mouth to the Tung-t'ing Lake. He takes
the opportunity of describing once more
his bodily infirmities, in despite of which
le continues to exert himself so far as he
is able in the rigid discharge of his duty.

(3) Tso Tsung-tang, Governor-General
of Kansuh, etc., reports in a postscript
memorial upon the coinage question within
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his jurisdiction. On the 15th April, 1876,

he received a despatch from the Board of
Revenue embodying its report upon the

proposal submitted to the Throne by the |

Censor Lin Kwoh-Kwang, who, on the
ground of the progressive diminution in the
amount of current Government cash, asked
that orders be given for the coining of cash
of the proper standard in each province, with
aviewto the due maintenance of the currency
system. The Board's observations here-
upon were as follows :—* The whole of the
copper heretofore required for the coinage
in the various provinces was procured from
Yiinnan ; but the communications were in-
terrupted by the outbreak of the rebellion
a quarter of a century ago, the copper
mines have been abandoned, and the pro-
vinces in which mints were in operation
have one after the other reported the neces-
sity of suspending the coinage, owing either
to the impossibility of providingthemselves
with copper, or to the exigencies imposed
upon them by a state of warfare. The re-
sult has been that illegal coinage has flour-
ished, and popular distress has been daily
on the increase, seemingly without prospect
of reaching an end. With these consider-
ations before the Board, it issued, in May,
1875, instructions to the various provincial
governments, when forwarding specimen
cash with the title adopted for the new
reign, desiring them to procure copper as
of old and redpen their mints, in com-
pliance with the standing regulations.
The governments of the provinces of
Kwangsi and Hunan have reported here-
upon, that owing to the embarrassed state
of their finances, they could not raise the
funds requisite for the prime cost of the
copper, for which reason they requested to
be allowed to postpone operations. The
Board replied disapproving the proposal,
and calling upon the governments concerned
to devise ways and means for the reéstablish-
ment of their mints, in order that proper
weight might be given fo the regulations
affecting the production of currency. The
Censor above-named has now dwelt in his
memorial upon the evils contingent upon
the lack of a proper coinage, and has
solicited that the Board be commanded to
decide upon the regulations which should
be adopted in the matter ; and his views
are undoubtedly inspired by a desire to
rectify existing defects, in the interest of the
people. In the matter of the coinage,
however, the first question to be attended to
is that of administration. In the year 1874,
the Governor of Yiinnan, Tsén Yii-ying,
reported having obtained by way of ex-
periment from four of the copper smelting-
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works in the province 1,000,000 catties of
metal (say 600 ftons—see Guzette of June
29th, 1875), which was to be forwarded to
Peking for the cash coinage. It had not,
however, been ascertained thus far how
much metal the four smelting works could
yield per annum. There were, in addition,
between 30 and 40 other works, which were
in a state of total abandonment; but the
Board has received no information as to
the success of the endeavours made to
induce merchants to undertake the working
of these places. There is reason to appre-
hend, therefore, that if the provinces
generally were to resort to Yiinnan for
supplies of metal, their demands could not
be satisfied. On the other hand, it is
known that copper is an article of import
by foreign merchants at ports along the
coast ; and if agents were sent to the various
ports with instructions to purchase copper,
whether native or foreign, whilst at the
same time the Governor of Yiinnan pro-
ceeded to take steps without delay for the
opening of the now abandoned smelting-
houses, a supply which would be adequate
to the requirements for coinage purposes
might without doubt be obtained. The
Board, however, would not take upon itself
to lay down a law as to the point at which
any given province should obtain its supplies
of copper or as to the financial source from
which it should draw its funds for purchases
of material. Excluding from consideration
the provinces of Yiinnan and Szech'wan, in
which mints have already been set going,
producing the ordinary standard cash, and
in which there is no occasion to re-
quire the coinage of ten-cash tokens (such
as form the currency of Peking), the Board
solicited that Imperial injunctions be laid
upon the governments of all the remaining

provinges, desiring them to take measures.

for restoring the coinage system and for
putting down the evil, as alleged by the
Censor, of illicit issues from private mints.
A rescript followed, in the words ¢ Be it as
is proposed.’ ”—On receipt of the foregoing
instructions, the memorialist, whilst admit-
ting the signal importance of the establish-
ment of mints for the production of cash,
must submit that means are not forthcom-
ing within his jurisdiction for the heavy
expenditure that must, as a preliminary
step, be provided. The subsidies due from
other provinces fail to arrive, the provinecial
exchequer is exhausted, and the campaign
in progress beyond the Wall is not yet at
an end. He would urge therefore that he
be allowed to postpone farther action until
such time as peace has been restored and
funds are once more in hand, In the

.
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meanwhile active measures shall be taken
for the suppression of unauthorized issues
of eash, with due cave, at the same
time, to punish any attempts at extor-
tion under pretext of dealing with the
individuals engaged in illicit operations.
1t is requested that the Board of Revenue
be instructed accordingly.—Rescript : Let
the Board of Revenue tuke note. .
(4) The Governor of Honan memorializes
reporting a donation of Tls. 1,000 by the
Literary Chancellor of the province _to the
funds subscribed for the relief of distress,
and soliciting a mark of Imperial approba-
tion on the giver’s behalf.—Referred by
rescript for report Ly the Board cuncerne_cl.
(5) The Censor Liu Ngén-p'u memoria-
lizes as follows, in a postscript to some
representation separately presented :(—Your
servant would farther submit that since the
extensive cultivation of the poppy plant
has prevailed in the province of Shansi,
the production of cereal crops has gradually
fallen off. No stores of grain whatever
are laid by among the people, and at
the first pinch of drought and scarcity
severe distress is immediately the result.
‘Who, under such circumstances, will give
credit to the assertion, though it be made,
that whatever evil is prevalent is not caused
by the growth of the poppy!? It appears
that successive Governors of the province
have stringently prohibited the growth of
the plant ; but their orders, unfortunately,
have not been actively obeyed by the
district authorities, and the consequence is
that upon tens of thousands of acres of
productive land there is scarcely a spot
devoted to the yield of grain. Henee it
ensues that at the present moment wealthy
households, although not unprovided with
money, find themselves unable to buy rice.
If the present mowment of encrgetic
resolve be not availed of to effect a
radical and perpetual extivpation of the
evil, Your servant apprehends that the
day when measures for the relief of
famine in the provinece in question shall
cease is not to be looked for. He would
therefore entreat that injunctions be laid
upon the Governor of Shansi, directing him
to issue publicly a stringent interdict,
to hold firmly by his own views, and
not to allow himself to be shaken by
frivolous suggestions. A scale of penal-
ties should also be drawn up for cases
of neglect on the part of district oflicials,
and the accepted maxim that * food is the
people’s Heaven” should be earnestly pro-
claimed for general observance, severc pun-
ishment being meted out to such as wil-
fully persist in wrongdoing. The object to
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be aimed at must be that of adding an acre
of grain-producing soil in proportion as
every acre is withdrawn from the growth
of the poppy, with the result that hence-
forward means of coping with scarcity will
be forthcoming, and the Imperial anxieties,
now active by day and night, need no
longer be intruded upon. This Ppostseript
mentorial is accordingly with all reverence
submitted. —For rescript see Guazetle of
October 13th.

Nov. 4th.—(1) A decree of the Em-

* presses Regent bestowing honours and re-

wards upon the officials who have dis-
tinguished themselves by their exertions in
the superintendence of the construction of
the Mausoleum of the Bumperor lately de-
ceased, whose services have been reported
upon by the Prince of Knngand his colleagues
in the Imperial commission. A list extend-
ing to thirty-three pages of the Guzette here
ensues, the catalogne beginning with an
otficer of the rank of Prefect, who is ordered
to be advanced to the head of the list of
officers of his own grade eligible for imme-
diate employment, and is farther rewarded
with the peacock-feather decoration. A
large number of non-commissioned officers
and men of the Banner forces in Peking
are also included in the distribution of
honours and promotions.

(2) The Governor-General of the Two
Kwang memorializes reporting the decease
of the Brigade-General Méh Lung-t'ao,
who was appointed by decree of the 19th
May last to the Yeo-kiang command in
Kwang-si. A despateh from the Brigade-
General commanding in North Formosa
reports the decease of the officer in ques-
tion while attached to the military forces

in the Island, on the Tth July last. (See
Guzette of Oct. 17th.)
Nov. bth.—(1) A Decree. Let Ying Han

ﬁéﬁ stucceed to the post of Military

Lieutenant-Governor of Uramis'i. (N.B.—
Ying Han, who was degraded in September,
1875, from the office of Governor-General of
the Two Kwang, for his patronage of the
gambling lottery scheme, was again restored
to favour toward the close of last year, and
appointed by decree of 13th Dec., 1876, to
act in the post in which he is now con-
firmed. )

No other documents of importance.

Nov. 6th.—A decree based upon a memo-
rial from Wén Kéh, Governor of Shantung,
reporting upon the safety of the embank-
ments of the Yellow River. A memorial
tablet is commanded to be inscribed and
forwarded to the Governor, to be suspended
in the Temple of the River God in token of
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devout thanksgiving, and ten sticks of
Tibetan incense are bestowed as an offering
in the same guarter.

Nov. Tth.—(1) A Decree. The Grand
Tutor of the Imperial Acadewmy of Learning,
Pao Ting, in his memorials tendering
counsel in pursuance of Our appeal for
the submission of advice, has represented
that in the present calamitous state of
affairs, when the nation is labouring under
grievous afflictions, and the Sovereign is
occupied incessantly, by day and night, with
earnest endeavours to conduct aright the
task of government, everything depends
upon the activity with which the function-
aries of the State, from the highest to the
lowest, throughout the Empire, bring their
natural gifts to bear and devote their
utmost energies to the accomplishment
of their duty, with the object of striving
unitedly to relieve the prevailing difficulties.
If it be true, as the memorialist asserts,
that the heads of the central departments
of State and the high provincial author-
ities are in the constant habit of shuffling
off the responsibilities of their oftice and
following supinely a course of routine, so
that their subordinates are left without fear
of superior control—and that the Ministers
actually charged with the guidance of the
affairs of State have neither the courage to
assume responsibility nor the will to expose
themselves to dislike, the public service
becoming, for this reason, daily more and
more remiss, and the interests of the people
daily more and more exposed to harm, so
that indignation combines itself with
menace, whilst the miseries produced by
natural ealamity are constantly repeated ;—
if this be true, then, indeed, while the
Sovereign in all earnestness aims at what is
right, His servants make but a pretence of
responding to His appeals. How shallit be
possible, in such case, to roll back the
spread of multiplied abuse, and to promote
the cause of righteous government! Let
the Ministers of the Grand Council of State
and the high functionaries at the head
either of the central departments or of
provincial governments henceforward hold
themselves bound to aim vigorously at a
just and loyal discharge of their duty,
shrinking from no encounter with un-
popularity or ill-will. Inthe grave questions
relating to the bestowal of public employ
and the exercise of the functions of ad-
ministration, let them duly scrutinize the
reality of all pretensions, and bring a care-
ful judgment to bear upon the decision of
every point, making themselves in this wise
an example to their subordinates. The
functionaries of the public service in

general, thronghout the Ewpire, should
furthermore exert themselves with in-
dustry in their respective spheres. Let
them not indulge in illusory pretence and
practice of dishonest misrepresentation
continuing to tread in the path of the evil
habits that have hitherto prevailed. In
that which concerns the Yamén of Foreign
Affairs, whose position connects it with the
external interests of the State, the conduct
of international questions depends in a
signal degree upon its selection of agents and
the trust it reposes in its representatives.
It is the duty of the heads of this depart-
ment to bring scrutiny to bear upon abilities
and character, and to give employment
in proportion to individual capacity.
Let them laxly suffer none who can be
characterized as frivolous, corrupt, or un-
worthy, to gain admittance in their ranks,
and thus to entail detriment upon the
public cause.

‘With reference to the proposals set forth
in the Grand Tutor’s supplementary memo-
rials, recommending that measares be
devised for the instruction and education
of members of the Imperial kindred, and
that exemption from [lekin taxation be
granted in perpetuity in favour of all kinds
of grain, let the departments concerned
consider and report to Us.

(2) A deeree based upon a memorial from
Li King-ngao, Governor of Honan, who
has submitted a report upon the extent of
the famine-stricken area in his province,
and solicited sanction for the official issue
of relief. The application is acceded to,
and it is commanded that in the 23
departments (chow) and districts (hien)
enumerated in the memorial, rations for one
month be in the first instance issued. The
following scale is farther to be observed.
Where the distress reaches the extent of
90 per cent. (of intensity ?) subsistence for
three months is to be granted to the most
destitute, and for two months to those who
are reduced to a less degree of destitu-
tion. Where the distress is rated ab
70 or 80 per cent., the scale as above
is to be applied for two months and
one month respectively; and where it
stands at 60 per cent., one month’s subsist-
ence is to be granted to the most destitute.
One month’s rations are to be bestowed
upon the villages where the famine rate
stands at 50 per cent. In the two Districts

of T'ang-yin %F}’% and Lin 1*, (prefec-

| ture of Chang-téh Fu), irrespectively of the

question of famine-rate or of the degree of
individual distress, two months’ rations are
to be bestowed upon all alike. Three
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other lien, namely, the Hih, Sin-hiang,
and Hwei districts, forming part of Wei-
hwei Fu, are named as requiring no relief-
measures. The subsistence issued is to be
distributed as the regulations provide, in
accordance with the recognized famine-rate,
and the Governor is authorized to cause
this to be proceeded with in the districts
and villages enumerated in the list he has
submitted, taking care to provide against
malpractices on the part of the official
underlings employed in the service:

Nov. 8th.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from Liu Ch'ang-yeo, Governor-
General of Yiinnan, &c., who has submit-
ted recommendations on behalf of sundry
officials for services rendered in the capture
of Chang Ch'ung-yang, a leader of train-
bands in Yiin Chow, and the destruction of
his insurgent following. The promotions
solicited are accorded.

(2) A decree commanding a fourth series
of propitiatory services to be held on the
10th inst., at the various State femples, for
the purpose of supplicating rain on behalf
of the afflicted provinces.

(3) Ting Pao-chéng, Governor-General of
Szech’wan, memorializes reporting the re-
hearing of a case referred back for trial after
appeal at Peking. By decree dated March
25th, 1875, the complaint lodged by one Hu
Shun-hing, on behalf of the appellants,
Kiang Ch’un-mow and others, was referred
back for provinecial investigation, the parti-
culars of the case (see Guzette of April Tth,
1875)relating to alleged acts of extortion and
oppression on the part of the Magistrate of
the department of P'ei Chow.
morialist now reports that the individual
named Hu Shun-hing has appeared before
the commission appointed to investigate
the charges preferred, and has declared
that the appellant, Kiang Ch'un-mow, a
military licentiate who had been deprived
of his grade, had trumped up the allega-
tions set forth in his appeal in order to
satisfy a grudge he bore against the district
authorities for refusing him a place in the
local tax-collectorate, and had unauthor-
izedly added the names of the district not-
ables to his own as answerable for the
appeal. He had hired deponent to go
with him to Peking, in order to ap-
pear as attorney on his behalf for the
presentation of the appeal at the Cen-
sorate ; but subsequently to the ex-
amination which was held thereupon,
being short of funds for travelling ex-
penses, he sent deponent back to Sze-
ch’'wan and personated him as the indi-
vidual sent back in custody to prosecute
the appeal according to regulation.

The me- |

Al

communication has, furthermore, been
received from the Governor of Shansi
declaring that Kiang Chiun-mow died from
the effects of illness whilst on the journey
on the 19th April, 1875, in the K'i' distrios
in ifha,t province. The result of the investi-
gation now held entirely disproves the
allegation advanced in his petition of
appeal ; and sentence is recorded against
him, according to law, of banishment to a
distant frontier, for the offence of bringing
charges, proved groundless, against persons
exceeding ten in number.  Being deceased,
however, his case requires no farther
consideration, his family being authorized,
however, if they see fit, to reclaim
and bring back the coffin containing his
remains from Shansi.  The witnesses have
been released, and those who have not
appeared are granted exemption.—Reseript :
Let the Board of Punishments consider and
report to Us,

Nov. 9th.'—(1) A decree referring for
consgideration on the part of the Imperial
Clan Court and the Board of Revenue, the
proposals laid before the Throne by the
supervising Censor Li Hung-mo, to the
effect that provision should be made for the
support of the Imperial clansmen (tsung-
shih ), with a view to the proper maintenance
of the foundations of the State. (N.B.
The tsung-shih referred to are the very
large body of individuals who are so un-
fortunate as to be descended in remote
degrees from scions of the Imperial house.
Whilst debarred from earning a livelihood
in honest pursuits, the pensions doled
out to them, diminishing in amount at each
successive generation, are insufficient for
their support, and as a natural consequence,
crime and misconduct are rife among them,
as the pages of the Gazette frequently make
known.)

(2) A decree cashiering or degrading a
long list of district officials in Yiinnan, on
impeachment by the Governor-General Liu
Ch’ang-yeo, for misconduct or incapacity.

(3) The Censor She T'ai memorializes
representing, with reference to the expendi-
ture for the making of roadways and repairs
of bridges on the line between Peking and
the Imperial Mausolea, that whatever works
of this description were necessary during
the reign of Tao Kwang (i.e., prior to 1850),
the amount of outlay reported on each
oceasion did not exceed Tls. 10,000 in any
of the districts traversed on the road
to the Western Hills. On the eastern
road, moreover, the accounts sent in from
the various districts were on an average
about Tls. 3,000 to Tls. 4,000 in each dis-
trict. This was the settled rule for many
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years. Of late, however, according to the
memorialist’s information, the elerks of the
Roads and Bridges department in the
Board of Works are in the habit of control-
ling a monopoly of the contract under-

takings on occasions of the kind, with the .

result that the ountlay has been swelled to
upwards of Tls. 20,000 in each of the dis-
tricts traversed. The memorialist ap-
prehends that abuses of this kind may be
forthcoming in connection with the two
lines of roadway recently constructed for
the conveyance of the remains of the
lately deceased Tmperial concubines to
their respective resting-places; and he
asks that injunctions be laid upon the
Board of Works to take measures for keep-
ing the Expenditure within its former
limits.—For rescript see Gazette of 27th
October. (N. B.-—Two lines of road, each
upwards of 100 miles in length, were
levelled and repaired a month or two ago,
to facilitate the progress of the coffins of
two of the Imperial concubines, one be-
longing to the seraglio of Tao-kwang, and
the other to that of Hien-féng, who died at
about the same time, to the Mausolea at
the Eastern and Western Hills respectively.)

(4) Ch’ung How, acting Governor-General
of Féng-t'ien, memorializes submitting the
result of the trial of a lunatic for the mur-
der of his father and two other persons.
The accused, named Kii San, was a deaf and
dumb idiot, aged 28, who lived with his
father and his married cousin and her hus-
band in a village of the Siu-yen department.
On a certain night in August last the
accused, in some unexplained access of
madness, seized an iron hoe and hacked the
three persons above-named, beginning with
his father, to death. The facts having been
established by the evidence of witnesses,
the accused has been sentenced to suffer
death by the *‘slow and disgraceful”
process (slicing in pieces) for the crime of
parricide, which sentence has been carried
ont, according to law, at the scene of the
crime.

(5) The Censor She T'ai memorializes oh-
serving that, in consequence of the dronght
experienced in the province of Chilli, the
prices of rice have gone up, and that steps
should be taken to mitizate the suffering
consequently experienced by the crowded
population of Pecking. Some twenty or
twenty-five years ago, in consequence of the
financial exigency of the period, the issue of
rations in kind to the Banner soldiery was
in part commuted for money payments ;
but of late years the grain of the southern
provinees has  been enabled to  reach
Peking, and the granaries of the capital

may be said to be abundantly stocked.
There is an excess, annually, after the
issue of all the various quantities by way
of rations, to the amount of several feng of
thousands of pienls ; and it may be feared
that deterioration in quality will ensue
if these stocks be laid up for any great
Iength of time. The memorialist there-
fore prays that the proportion in which
the allowances are issued in grain to the
Banner soldiery may be angmented by some
10 or 20 per cent., as a means of lowering
the market price of rice.—Referred by re-
seript already published for consideration
on the part of the Board of Revenue.

Nov. 10th.—(1) A decree referring to the
proper Boards for consideration a memorial
presented by the police Censors of the
Central division of Peking, urging that
additional incentives in the shape of
honorary rewards be held out to the
notables engaged in conducting the work
of household registration.

(2) A decree permitting Wén Che 3¢ /i3,
Assistant Supervisor of Instruction, to
resign his office on the ground of ill-
health.

(3) A deeree in answer to a memorial
from Li Han-chang, Governor-General of
the two Hu provinces, who has denouneced
an ex-District Magistrate, living in retire-
ment at his native place, of heading a
factions opposition on the part of his
clansfolk against the levy of the land-tax
due by them. The offender is ordered to
be deprived forthwith of his rank and pro-
ceeded against according to law.

(4) A decree granting a donation of
Tls. 3,600 from the funds of the Imperial
household to provide a supply of wadded
clothing for the destitute poor of Peking,
as solicited by the police Censors in con-

| formity with previous precedent.

() The Censor Tung Tsiin-han me-
morializes urging the re-introduction of the
system of household registration as a police
measure at Peking, in view of the great
amount of daring crime that has lately
heen prevalent and that is threatened by
the agency of a secret society of male-
factors, known as the K'an Tao Huwei or
Chopper Soeciety, members of which have
established themselves, he is informed, at
Peking. He lays particnlar stress upon the
necessity of closing all gambling-houses

- and opinm-shops, as the common resort of

thieves and bad characters.—For reseript
see (Fuzette of 24th October.

Nov. 11th.—A decree based wpon a

| mewmorial from the Governor of Shensi, who

Las represented the necessity of postponing
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the collection of the land-tax in a number
of the districts of that province, owing to
the distress which has been caused by the
prevailing drought. The usual Spring
rains failed at the proper time, and the
second wheat crop gave but a scanty yield
in consequence. Throughout the summer
the drought has been still more intense, and
in view of the suffering thus entailed upon
the people, the institution of measures to
relieve them from the immediate pressure
of taxation is urgently called for. It is
decreed, hereupon, that in 15 departments
and districts north of the river Wei,
and in 33 other divisions of the province,
which are severally enumerated, the
arrears of land-tax due for the latter half
of last year, together with some other
arrears, shall be postponed until after the
spring harvest of 1878, when they are to
be collected in addition to the taxes then
falling due. Proclamations to this effect
are to be posted throughout the Province,
and care is to be taken to guard against
malpractices on the part of the official
underlings.

Nov. 12th.—(1) A decree. Let Poh Jun
_ﬁﬁ succeed to the post of Prefect of
Sung-kiang Fu in Kiangsu.

(2) Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian, Governor of
Shansi, lays before the Throne a report in
outline of the measures devised for the
relief of the distress prevailing in conse-
quence of drought, on receipt of the state-
ments forwarded from the various local
authorities to the provincial government,
shewing that no less than seventy-six
sub-prefectures, departments, and districts
are labouring under the visitation of
actual famine. The memorialist repeats
the heartrending description he has

already given, in previous representa-
tions on the same subject, of the
almost wuniversal dearth and suffering

experienced throughout his province,
things having gone from bad to worse since
the period of his accession to office in
the Spring. He recapitulates the various
measures which have lately been announced
by decree for the relief of the famine-
stricken population, stating that he has
sent agents to Manchuria and to the rice-
producing district about Kwei-hwa Chéng
to buy grain with the funds provided, but
he adds that all the hopes that had been
entertained of an autumn harvest of buck-
wheat and other minor foodstaples have
been extinguished by the continued drought,
and that it has not even been possible to
get the seed into the ground for the autumn
sowing. Whenever clouds have gathered

with the promise of heavy rain, they
have been dispersed by gales of wind,
and the showers that have fallen have been
too slight to do much good. At the
provincial capital, the tael of silver exchanges
for no more than 1,300 to 1,400 cash,
whilst rice is at 2,400 to 2,500 cash per tow
(equal probably to about 10 catties.) In
the southern districts, the tael of pure
silver exchanges for only 1,100 and odd
cash, and the commerecial tael for no more
than 900 and odd cash, whilst the price of
rice is upwards of fwo taels of silver per
tow. The first essential in the measures
for famine relief, the memorialist would
observe, is the transportation of supplies,
and in the present instance the great
extent of country affected and the long
duration of the drought have combined
to strip the southern section of the
province absolutely bare. There remain
neither the bark of trees nor the roots
of wild herbs to be eaten, and ordinary
food supplies have absolutely disap-
peared. 'The land is filled with the sound
of lamentations, and the corpses of those
who have perished of starvation by the
waysides are to be seen on every hand.
Words are wanting to describe the awful
extent of the calamity. The most active
efforts are being made to bring forward
supplies of grain from various quarters as
above-mentioned ; and applications will
shortly be submitted, on receipt of the
necessary returns, for exemptions and
postponements of taxation in the afflicted
districts.

Nov. 13th.—Li Hung-chang, Governor-
General of Chihli, memorializes reporting
the measures he has adopted, under Iin-
perial orders, in connection with the provi-
sion of relief for the districts afflicted
with scarcity around Peking and for the
province of Shansi, He acknowledges the
receipt of a decree forwarded to him on the
23rd ult. by a Council despatch, which was
based upon a memorial presented by a
member of the Hanlin College named Ho
Kin-show, who had urged the speedy pro-
vision of a substantial amount of funds to
enable grain to be purchased and issued at
a reduced price ; and he proceeds to observe
that the provinces of Chihli, Shansi, and
Honan have suffered this year under a
protracted drought, Shansi being the prov-
ince in which the severest degree of the
calamity has been experienced, and in
which, also, scarcity and dearth have
reached the highest point. As immediately
adjoining the domain of the Imperial capital,
at the same time, the province of Chihli
also demands attention in the shape of
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relief measures. The recommendations
submitted by Ho Kin-show, fending to a
distribution of grain at reduced rates, are
prompted undoubtedly by a wise foresight,
and it is undeniable that the system in
question has always been regarded as
occupying a foremost place in the
measures called for in seasons of flood
or drought. Already, in September last,
the memorialist despatched agents to Man-
churia, as he reported at the time to the
Throne, to make purchases of food sup-
plies ; but, as regards the proposal advanced
by Ho Kin-show, that the memorialist
should advance from his provineial Treasury
some 200,000 to 300,000 Taels, and should
::f];)tia.te a foreign loan in addition, to
e up the total to Tls. 1,000,000, such

an amount ag this, as is observed with per-
fect truth in his Majesty's sacred com-
mands, is not easily got together at a
moment’s notice. A sum of Tls. 110,000
was some time ago provided by the pro-
vincial authorities at Tientsin and Pauting
Fu, and sanction has now further been ap-
plied for in a separate memorial to appro-
priate an additional Tls. 100,000 from the
fund accumulated in copper cash for the
military chest of the field force in Chihli,
making a total of Tls. 210,000, the whole
of which is to be devoted to the re-
quirements of the province of Chihli,
apart from all that is being donme on
behalf of Shansi and Peking itself. As
regards the question of a foreign loan, to
negotiate such an arrangement is a matter
of exceeding difficulty, and the interest
required, besides, is very heavy. Such a
proposal may therefore be dismissed from
consideration. With reference to the sug-
gestion that the memorialist should de-
spatch agents to Shanghai, Manchuria,
Tung-ch’ang Fu (in Shantung) and Jeh-ho,
to buy up grain, and should establish a for-
warding depét at Tientsin, placing agencies
at T’ai-yitan and P'ing-yang in Shansi, and
at K'ai-féng and Hwai-K’ing in Honan, for
the sale of supplies at reduced rates, with a
staff of officials to manage the undertaking
and other officials to superintend the frans-
%ort, besides establishing an agency at
eking for the issue of grain on the same
system—the scale of the operations thus con-
templated is far too extensive, and neither
the money nor the men available would
suffice to meet its requirements. The
details of the proposed scheme, more-
over, are not in all respects free
from objection. T'ung-ch’ang Fu, one
of the localities specified, has itself suf-
fered from drought, and there is no grain
to be purchased in that part of the

country ; whilst Jeh-ho lies at a great dis-
tance off, and the river Lan is at present
with difficulty navigable. A demand exists
in that region, moreover, for grain to
supply the requirements of the Manchu
garrison soldiery. The resource most avail-
able is after all to be found in the pulse
and millet crops of Manchuria, and in the
rice of the southern provinces. Coming to
the question whether the requirements of
Shansi and Honan had best be met by the
despatch of supplies from the side of
Chihli, it is necessary to consider the
nature of the prevailing circumstances, and
to ascertain the prices of foodstuffs and the
cost of transport, in order to enable an
opinion to be properly formed. The
memorialist has learnt by enquiry from the
officials deputed from Honan to visit Tien-
tsin that the following are the market
prices of grain, other than rice, which pre-
vail in that province at present. Millet
(siao mi, NI, setaria italica) is pur-
chased by the commercial tow measure at
190 catties to the fan (picul), at the rate of
6,300 cash, or something over Tls. 4.2 per
picul, which makes the picul of 140 odd
catfies, at the Government fow measure,
come to about Tls. 3.2. Kao-liang (Bar-
badoes millet, sorghum wulgare) sells at
4,400 to 4,500 cash per picul of 180 catties,
or about 3 Taels in silver ; which, at the
Government fow measure, making the picul
contain some 130 and odd catties, is equal
to about Tls. 2.2, In Manchuria, the
common millet or sizo mi may be bought
at Tls. 2.4 per picul, Government rate,
and Barbadoes millet at T1. 1.4 per picul.
From this it appears that in Honan
the price of each of these descriptions
of grain is only some 8 mace per picul
higher than it is in Manchuria. Were sup-
plies to be purchased from the provineial
funds of Chihli and forwarded to various
distributing agencies for sale, the prime
cost would be enhanced by the expenses of
sea transport from Manchuria to Tientsin,
transportation by canal to Wei-hwei, and
carriage by road to Hwai-K'ing, and the
total amount involved by way of freight and
cartage, expenses of administration, trans-
shipment, and escort, would be found to
reach something like 1 Tael per picul, or
more than the difference in the prevailing
market-prices in Honan. ‘Under these
circumstances it would scarcely be possible
to make sales at reduced rates. It is re-
ported, moreover, that there is barely more
than a foot of water in the Yellow River

below Tao K'ow ﬁ[j in the province
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above-named, so that grain-laden vessels
would not be able to navigate this channel,
and there would be more than 2007 of land
transport, consequently, to face, entailing a
heavy addition to the cost of moving sup-
plies. Neither would it be advisable to
attempt the shipment of grain by sea to
the mouth of the Ta Ts'ing Ho, that is to
say, the new mouth of the Yellow River,
with the view of reaching K’ai-féng Fu by
this means. Sea-going vessels are unable
to enter the Yellow River, and in the
absence of tow-paths it would be difficult
in the extreme to drag country boats up

inst the stream, whilst the numerous
shallows to be encountered would be a con-
tinual source of obstruction. The me-
morialist, who made use of the Ta Ts'ing
Ho for the transport of munitions of war
during his campaign against the Nien Fei
in Shantung (ten years ago), knows full
well what difficulties are to be looked for in
that quarter. He would observe that in
certain -parts of the province of Honan,
such as Kwei-téh and Oh’én Chow, there
has been a middling yield from the
autumn harvest, and in the departments of
Tsining and Tsao-chow (in Shantung), and
Ying-chow, and Show-chow (in Ngan-
hwei), all bordering upon Honan, there
has also been a harvest. In Ts'ao-chow the
Yellow River is accessible, and in Ying-
chow and’ Show-chow there are the
Hwai Ho and the Sha Ho open as
means for the conveyance of supplies. In
previous memorials, the importance of
economizing in the matter of transport has
already been dwelt upon ; and it has to be
observed, in addition, that the agent sent
by the Governor of Honan to Tientsin took
away some time ago the Tls. 60,000 which
were ordered to be appropriated to that
province, whilst a request for the payment
of the balance due has just come to hand,
which serves to prove that there must be
supplies available for purchase in that prov-
ince. It is not necessary, therefore, that
the government of Chihli should under-
take to provide them. As regards the
state of affairs in Shansi, the region there
affected is of great extent, and the adjacent
provinces, also, are themselves afflicted
with scarcity. The Governor writes that
millet (sico mi) is selling at the rate
of Tls. 14.6 per picul of 290 catties,
or say Tls. 7.3 per Government picul;
and Kao-liang millet at Tls. 7.3 per
picul of 240 catties, which is equal
to Tls. 4.1 per Government picul. The
cost of common millet is consequently up-
wards of Tls. 4 per picul higher in Shansi
than in Honan, and that of Kao-liang millet

Tls. 1.9 per picul higher. The proportion,
as compared with the prices in Manchuria
is Tls. 4.9 and Tls. 2.7 higher per picul,
respectively. The cost of transport fron::
Tientsin, in view of the great distance to
be traversed, and the difficulties of the
road, will be immense, but there is no
alternative, and every effort must be brought
to bear to afford the assistance needed.
Under the memorialist’s orders, the man-
agers of the China Merchants’ Company
have already provided, from funds got
together at successive intervals, the amount
of 18,000 piculs of rice, which have been
shipped, partly by the Ts'ing Ho to Pau-
ting Fun, and partly by the Grand
Canal to Péh-t'ow Chén in the Kiao-ho
district, from whence the supplies will
be carted to Hwai-luh Hien (on the Shansi
border.) At this place an agency has
been established by the government of
Shansi to take charge of the grain and
transport it to T"ai-yiian Fu and other parts
of the province, for issue at reduced rates.
This system is already efficiently at work.
For the relief of the western divisions of
Shansi, lying from 200 to 300 miles west-
ward of the provincial capital, and separated
from it by the high range of mountains
called the Han How Ling, where the
scarcity and dearth are the most severely
felt, 7,000 piculs of grain have already been
got together by contributions raised at the
instance of Wu Ta-ch'éng, the official de-
tached from Peking for service in the
famine-relief administration under the
memorialist’s direction, and this quantity
has been sent forward to the suffering
region. Wu Ta-ch’éng is devoting himself
indefatigably to the work. For the relief of
distress in the immediate neighbourhood of
Peking, the managers of the China Mer-
chants’ Company, the Taotais Chu K'i-
ngang and Tong King-sing have provided
funds for the purchase of supplies of rice in
the South, which are to be delivered at
Tientsin before the river closes; and the
same officials will establish a forwarding
depét at T'ung Chow and an agency
at Peking for the sale of the grain
at reduced rates. Unprincipled mono-
polists will by this means be prevented
from maintaining exorbitant prices. The
arrangement is one of an ordinary com-
mercial nature, and the memorialist sub-
mits that it should be left to be conducted
by the officials above-named, and that there
is no necessity to appoint any of the Peking
functionaries to interfere with them. He
accordingly lays the foregoing general report
of the measnres he has adopted before
the Throne.—Rescript : We highly approve
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the resolutions taken. Let further steps
be proceeded with as circumstances may
direct when the supplies of grain arrive.
(2) Li Hung-chang reports, in a post-
seript memorial, the receipt of a despatch
from the Yamén of Foreign Affairs with
reference to a late student of the T ung
Wén Kwan (School of Foreign Languages)

named Ch’ang Siu, Eﬁ, who, during

the ten or twelve years he has spent in that
establishment, has acquitted himself very
creditably. He has lately been placed on
the roster for service in Chihli as an ex-
pectant District Magistrate, and the Yamén
asks that on his reporting himself at the
provincial capital he may be sent back to
the School. The official in question has
reported himself at the provincial capital,
and has been found to be very fairly
proficient in his knowledge of a foreign
language. In view of the fact that there
are a great variety of foreign questions to
be dealt with by the memorialist in his
capacity as Superintendent of Trade for
the Northern ports, it is submitted that
by employing Ch’ang Siu in the foreign
affairs department of the provincial govern-
ment the knowledge he has acquired would
not be thrown away, whilst he would, at
the same time, be in a position to fami-
liarize himself with administrative duties.
It is requested, therefore, that he may be
retained at Tientsin for duty there; and a
despatch to this effect is addressed to the
Yamén.— Rescript : It is noted. (Note.—
The individual above referred to, a Peking
bannerman, is understood to be one of two
students of the School of Languages who
have graduated of late at the metropolitan
Examinations, and have thus become eligible
for official employment in the ordinary
course. )

Nov. 14th.—Li Hung-chang, Governor-
General of Chihli, submits a general
report of the condition of affairs in that
provinece in respect of the prevailing
searcity, in obedience to decrees issued on
the 13th and 23rd October, as rescripts
to memorials presented respectively by the
Censor Liu Ngén-p'u and the Hanlin
Compiler Ho Kin-show. In the former
document it was urged that funds should
be borrowed to enable distributions of
grain to be made at reduced rates, and that
relief works in the shape of well-sinking
should be inaungurated ; and in the second
that false returns are sent in by the district
authorities as to the harvest obtained; the
fact being that throughout the greater
portion of the province a deficient yield
has been experienced. The Governor-

Geeneral reports that a severe drought pre-
vailed during the first part of the summer,
and that an outburst of locusts took place
in some localities, whilst, although rain
came at length in the first week of August,
it was only partially felt. To the north and
east of Peking there has been a fair crop, but
in the immediate environs of the capital
and to tlie westward, including Yih-chow,
the harvest has been only middling ; and in
the Tientsin, Chao-chow, Ting-chow, Tai-
ming, Shun-teh, and Kwang-p’ing divisions
the yield has been poor. In Ho-kien Fu
and three other divisions drought has been
most severely felt ; and on the whole, the
rainfall and consequent yield have been
extremely capricious in even closely adja-
cent localities. The distress, however, has
not been nearly so severe or widely ex-
tended as is represented by Ho Kin-show.
Some time ago, already in view of the
actual scarcity, the Governor-General called
upon the provincial anthorities to advance
from the Treasury the sum of Tls. 110,000,
with which he despatched agents to purchase -
grain, other than rice, in Manchuria, for
purposes of distribution as might be neces-
sary, and he further held out inducements
for importations by private enterprise from
all quarters. He has, therefore, virtually
anticipated the recommendations laid before
the Throne. In view of the fact, moreover,
that farther provision is needed for the long
period yet to be looked forward to before the
coming Spring, he has taken counsel with
his principal subordinates, and determined
upon borrowing a sum of money from the
fund set apart for the maintenance of his
field-force, which is deposited at interest
in the hands of pawnbrokers. The amount
of 150,000 strings of cash, equivalent to
about Tls. 100,000, has been called in by
his orders, to make good an advance
already taken from the coast defence fund,
and with this sum in hand further pur-
chases of grain have been ordered to be
made in Manchuria. The market there
has been already stripped of all the old
stock of grain, and the new season’s sup-
ply is only beginning to arrive at New-
chwang ; but the purchases which will be
made during the winter will be delivered
so soon as the river opens again next
Spring. There have already been allotted
to the districts that have suffered most
severely, viz.,, King Chow, TFu-ch’éng,
Kiao Ho, Hien Hien, Ho-kien, &c., the
amount in all of 25,000 piculs of kao-liang
millet, for which the anthorities have been
directed to send to Tientsin; and official
agents have moreover been sent to all parts
of the country to examine the state of
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affairs and institute measures of distribu-
tion, either gratuitous or otherwise. In
the Tai-ming prefecture, funds have been
borrowed from the lekin revénue, and
further amounts have been raised by the
authorities for the purchase of winter
wheat, both for sale and for advances as
seed-corn. There is reason to expect con-
siderable importations of grain at Tientsin
on private account, before the river closes,
which will help to eke out the deficiencies

on the part of Government ; but large sums |

of money will still be requisite to meet the
expenditure for relief in the various districts
affected. It is proposed to raise another
sum of Tls. 100,000 toward this end, taking
it if necessary from the military chest of
the Pau-ting Fu field force ; and wherever
possible the system of relief works in the
shape of well-sinking, which has already
been instituted to some extent, will be
carried into practice. It is requested that
encouragement may be held out to the
wealthy to contribute toward the prevailing
need, and the liberality of a resident of
Ho-kien Fu, named Han Yiih-t'ang, who
has subsecribed Tls. 3,000, is submitted to
notice. Precautions against acts of rapine
and disorder have not been omitted.—A
rescript expresses approbation of the fore-
going report.

Nov. 16th. —Tséng Kwoh-ts’iian, Gov-
ernor of Shansi, memorializes representing
the vast proportions of the requirements
entailed by the famine in that province,
and soliciting permission for an exten-
sion of the sale of office system in
order to provide funds for relief. The
memorialist acknowledges with gratitude
the sums already sanctioned by Lmperial
command, to wit, the amount of Tls. 200,000
which permission was given to appropriate
from the revenue due to Peking, beside
the authority vouchsafed for the institution
of sales of office as an auxiliary measure,
and in addition to this, the subsequent
grants of TJs. 240,000 out of the Coast
Defence funds, Tls. 140,000 from the
treasury of the Board of Revenue, and
50,000 piculs of grain from the Kiangpeh
and Nganhwei contingent. The extent of
the prevailing distress is, however, over-
powering. Almost the entire province is
stricken with famine, and the cost of trans-
port alone adds enormously to the degree
in which the dearth of food is felt. Already,
up to the present moment, 76 departments
and districts ave officially returned as in a
famine-stricken condition, and the number
of individuals reduced to want and depend-
ent upon official support is not less than
from 3,000,000 to 4,000,000 souls.

Should |

the supplies fall off, it is to

that the whole of th:a southern pk;i-t. f)efa:]ig
province will become wholly depopulated
Without funds to the extent of at lea,gf:-,
3,000,000 or 4,000,000 Taels for the distri-
bution of relief during the coming winter
and spring, means will be wanting for the
work in hand. Under these circumstances
the Governor solicits sanction to the raisine
of funds by the sale of office, and entreats
that he may be supplied with 2,000 certifi-
cates issned in blank by the Board of
Revenue, for distribution to purchasers in
the ditferent provinces.—For rescript see
Gazetle of 29th October.

Nov. 16th.—(Court Circular.) The Go-
vernor of Shun-t'ien Fu reports the fall of
between 3 and 4 inches of snow at Peking,
yesterday.
~ (1) A decree based upon a memorial from
Ming Ngan, Military Governor of Kirin,
who reports that in the course of last
month the country in the neighbourhood
of San-sing was visited by a terrific storm
of wind and hail, causing the cultivated
land to be swept by a flood, and the in-
habitants deprived of shelter. The memo-
rialist is commanded to provide relief for
the sufferers, by the distribution of rice
and money allowances.

(2) A decree expressing the Imperial grati-
tude for the fall of snow and rain ex-
perienced on the 15th inst., after the sup-
plications repeatedly offered up on behalf
of the provinces afflicted with drought, and
directing that on the 18th inst. a series of
thanksgiving services be held at the various
State temples, his Majesty officiating in
person at the Ta Kao Tien.

(3-b) Sundry memorials from the Police
Censors and the Yamén of Gendarmerie
with reference to the late case of burglary
with violence at the house of an official re-
siding in the outer city of Peking. The
various authorities chargeable with negli-
gence in the matter are impeached accord-
ing to rule.

Nov. 17th.—The Governor-General and
Governor of Kwangtung report that, in
consequence of the great rise in the price
of rice at Canton, owing to the floods of the
past spring and summer, they have made
appropriations of public funds for the pur-
chase of supplies to be issued at reduced
rates, and they solicit sanction to the
exemption of the shipments from the pay-
ment of Customs’ duty and lekin. Having
received the Imperial commands enjoining
upon them that relief is to be afforded to
the sufferers by the bursting of the river
embankments and consequent inundations,
they have communicated in the first instarce



166

[Nov. 17—19.

with the Governor of Kwangsi, requesting
that the lekin tax be remitted upon rice
coming eastwards, and they have taken
steps, likewise, to prohibit the artificial
enhancement of the scarcity by the action
of speculators ; beside which they have
called upon the population generally to
put such stores as are laid up in loeal
granaries upon the market. Finally, as
the provincial exchequer has no funds im-
mediately available, a sum of Tls. 100,000
has been raised by loan from the Shansi
(or European?) bankers—Si-shang—and
an additional amount of Tls. 10,000 has
been borrowed from the local granary
funds, provided with which, official agents
have been sent to Shanghai and Chinkiang
to make purchases of rice for shipment to
Canton. It is requested, in conformity
with the precedent already set, as the
memorialists learn through the Gazette, in
the case of Fuhkien under similar circum-
stances, that all payments of Customs’
duty and lekin may be remitted upon the
cargoes thus to be forwarded to Canton for
issue to the population at reduced rates.—
Sanctioned by reseript.

Nov. 18th.—(1) The Governor-General
and Governor of Kwangtung report that,
in order to encourage the importation of
grain at Canton by private enterprise, the
provineial government has arranged for the
issue of licenses to all traders who may
come forward with security given on
their behalf by substantial concerns, each
license being made out for the amount of
2,000 piculs of rice, on importation of
which, between the Tth October, 1877,
and the 2nd January, 1878 (being the
9th to the 11th moon current), it is pro-
posed, with Imperial sanction, to grant
exemption from all Customs’ duty and lekin
tax payments. It is forbidden, at the same
time, to make use of these licenses by way
of cover to the smuggling in of other de-
scriptions of merchandize.—Rescript : It
is noted.

(2) The Governor of Nganhwei memo-
rializes that, in addition to the scarcity
occasioned in that provinee through drought,
great destruction to such crops as had come
forward had been caused by flights of
locusts. The various district authorities,
aided by the military, have done all in their
power to exterminate the insects, either by
drowning out the larvee in the reedbeds in
which they make their appearance, or by
causing pits to be dug, into which the
swarms are driven and burnt or buried.
Agencies have also been opened on all
sides at which the locusts are bought in
when collected by the peasantry, who

bring them in by the peck and bushel.
JIn various districts, the quantities thus

delivered vary from some thousands to
several tens of thousands of catties and
upwards. Since August, according to the
reports sent in from the various Magis-
tracies, the plague has been entirely
eradicated, and the growing crops had
suffered no svbstantial injury. Indemnity
had been awarded so far as possible to the
owners of land which had been trodden
down in the pursuit of the flights,
in order to enable them to make a fresh
sowing.

Nov. 19th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-
General of the two Kiang provinces,
and Yii Luh, Governor of Nganhwei,
who impeach the present department
Magistrate of Wu-wei-chow, on a charge
of having some time ago, whilst acting
Magistrate of the Ning-kwoh district, pur-
chased certain property within the limits of
the district, which is contrary to law ; and
encouraged his nephew, Wu Wén-wei, to
encroach upon the property of other per-
sons. On a complaint being lodged, more-
over, he failed to make a truthful report of
the circumstances. As solicited by the
memorialists, he is handed over to the
Board of Civil Office for the adjudication
of a penalty ; and the further arrangements
proposed in the memorial are approved.

(2) The Board of Revenue memorialize
submitting their report, in conformity with
the Decree issued on the 9th October, with
reference to the case of Lin Show-t'u,
lately removed from his office as Financial
Commissioner of Shansi, who had endeav-
oured fo clear himself from the charge
of having disobeyed instructions in the °
matter of the remittances due to the
military chest of Tso Tsung-t’ang’s
army. The same ground is gone over as
in the previous memorials that have
appeared in this matter, and it is shewn
that Lin Show-t'u had no warrant for his
assertion that a reduction’ of the monthly
subsidy from Taels 50,000 to Taels 30,000
had at any time been sanctioned. On the
general question of the supplies for Tso,
the Board include the following observa-
tions. In January, 1876, when reporting
conjointly with the Tsung-li Yamén on
the memorial in which Tso Tsung-t'ang
represented the straitened state of his
finances at the moment of his advance
beyond the Wall, the following statements
were quoted from his report :—According
to the arrangement originally decided
upon, the amount which should be
contributed annually in the shape of
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subsidies from the different provincial
governments and Custom-houses, for the
expenses of the army of Kansuh, formed a
total of Tls. 8,200,000 and odd ; but out
of this no more than some Tls. 7,000,000
came under Tso’s personal control (the
remainder being allotted to various other
commanders in the field.) The amount
actually sent forward on account of these
subsidies was about Tls. 5,000,000 per
annum. These receipts, the Board proceed
to explain, took place during the three or
four years antecedent to 1876.—Returning
to the case of Lin Show-t’u, the Board
decline to sanction his attempted defence,
and submit the decision to his Majesty’s
judgment, (For rescript see Gazette of Oct.
27th.) -

Nov. 20th.—(1) A Decree. Let Ch’éng
Tsu-hao ﬁfﬁﬂn succeed to the post of

a Senior Vice-President of the Court of
Censors. -

(2) The Board of Ceremonies memorialize
setting forth the tenour of a representation
made to them by Li Hung-tsao, late Pres-
ident of the Board of Works, on the
subject of the period of mourning which he
feels bound to observe on the death
of his mother, although he was removed
in early life from the family of his real
parents, by adoption as heir to an uncle
who had died without begetting posterity
of his own. He had, himself, one elder
brother, who died shortly after reaching
years of maturity, and also without leaving
issue, for which reason Li Hung-tsao’s own
first-born son was adopted back in the
main line as heir to his deceased brother.
In 1855, Li Hung-tsao's own father died,
upon which, as regulation presecribes,
he observed (although adopted into his
uncle’s family) a year of mourning on
behalf of his parent ; and in 1866, on his
adoptive mother having departed this life,
he entered upon the three years’ period of
mourning prescribed in such cases. The
mother who bore him having been removed
by death on the 19th October last, he has
to submit that he is left, after all, as the
most direct representative of the family
line, since his son, who had been adopted
as above stated to continue the inheritance
of his elder brother, was cut off prematurely
a short time after his marriage in 1870. He
consequently feels bound to observe the

eriod of three years of mourning on be-
:Ea.lf of his deceased parent.—The Board
feel bound to submit the question for Im-
perial decision. For reseript see Gazette of
31st October.

Nov. 21st.—No doeuments of importance.

Nov. 22nd.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from the Vice-Presidents of the
Granaries, who have reported the com-
pletion of the delivery of the grain due
from the Southern provinces at T ung-chow
and Peking. Their recommendations of
the ofticials who have exerted themselves
in this matter are approved.

(2) A decree referring for consideration
on the part of the Board of Revenue, a
memorial received from the Censor Lin
Kung-shu, who has recommended that cer-
tain quantities of rice be allotted for sale to
the public at reduced rates, through the
agency of offices to be established for the
purpose in the suburbs of Peking.

(3) A decree based upon a memorial from
the Governor of Shensi, who has reported
the mutiny of a battalion of irregulars,
their dispersion, the capture and execution
of the ringleaders, and the submission of
the remainder. The Governor reports that,
on his having ordered a battalion of the
Sze-ch'wanirregulars heretofore commanded
by the Taotai Hwang Ting, to proceed to
take up their quarters at Ch’ang Wu in the
Fén Chow department, and on this body of
troops having marched as far as the King-
yang district (in Si-ngan Fu), their officers,
headed by one Kiang Ming-chung, had the
audacity to put pressure on the men, and
to induce them to force their way into the
city, where they set to work to burn and
pillage, and to slaughter the garrison and
townspeople. From this point they marched
on Ma Kia T'ai, where they offered resist-
ance to a Brigade-General named Pan
Kwang-tow, wounding this officer in the
fight that ensued. Troops being sent in
pursuit of the mutineers, they were sur-
rounded on the 7th inst. in a valley named
Tsze Wu Yiih, and vigorously attacked.
The two leaders, named Kiang Ming-chung
and Sii Jui-yiin, were captured and executed,
and the rest of the party threw down their
arms and surrendered themselves. The
proceedings thus reported are approved as
having been taken with sufficient prompti-
tude ; but as the whereabouts of two of the
ringleaders is declared to be as yet un-
ascertained, it is commanded that enquiry
be made to discover whether these men
were killed in the fight or have made their
escape. Stringent orders are to be given
to the various military forces to allow not
a solitary individual to evade the pursuit of
justice. Proper steps are to be taken to
afford relief to the sufferers from the inroads
made by the mutineers at King-yang and
elsewhere ; and the Department ristrate,
named Ts'ing Shéng-lan, who was in com-
mand of the battalion, is stripped of his
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rank ; orders being at the same time given i these tokens of exceeding grace, the me-

to make enquiry whether his conduet had
been instrumental in causing the outbreak,
in which case he is to be impeached in due
form.

(4) A decree based upon a memorial from
the Censor Lin Kung-shu, who has drawn
attention to the miraculous interposition
vouchsafed on repeated occasions by the
presiding deity of a temple at Shang-hang
in Fuhkien, where, in 1858, an attack on
the part of the longhaired rebels was averted
by a miracle on his part, and supernatural
aid has repeatedly been granted in times of
pestilence and flood. He solicits the

- bestowal of a title of honour upon the
deity ; and the provincial government is
ordered to make enquiry into the circum-
stances and report upon the case.

(5-6) Decrees appointing Na-lung-ah and
Lin Kung-shu respectively to act as Police
Censors for the Central and Western divi-
sions of Peking.

(7) A decree referring to the distress
entailed by the drought of the past season,
which has caused a serious rise in the cost
of the necessaries of life, and to the fact
that considerable numbers of the famine-
stricken inhabitants of Honan and Shansi
may be expected to have migrated in the
direction of Peking in search of means of
subsistence. The Governor of Shun-t'ien
Fu is commanded fo report upon tha
measures he may deem advisable for the
establishment of additional relief-stations,
in conformity with the precedent of last

ear.

v (8) Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian, Governor of

Shansi, memorializes further on the state

of affairs in that province, premising with

a laudation of the simple-minded and well-

disposed character of the population, who
stand in this respect highest of all through-
out the Empire. Their patient endurance
of the extreme of hardship, even to death
from starvation, without a murmur, is the
result of the outpouring of the gracious
benevolence of the Sacred Rulers with
which the people of Shansi have been laved.

In their present affliction, the Imperial

solicitude of which they have been the
object has provided repeated appropriations
of funds, and has set apart for their relief

supplies of grain to the extent of 50,000

piculs of rice from Kiangsi and Hupeh, and

80,000 piculs of millet from the winter

collection in Shantung, in addition to which
the Governor of Shensi has been commanded
to render such aid as he may find possible
out of the grain which is to be furnished
to him from Honan and Hupeh. Whilst
expressing his admiration and gratitude for

morialist has to submit that according to
letters received from the Governor of
Shensi, the rice which is forthcoming from
the south is limited in quantity, and, in view
of the difficulties of transportation either
by land or by water, he fears that even the
whole of this will not be able to reach
Shensi, so that it is impossible to say as
yet, until the deliveries actually take place,
whether he will have any rice to spare for
Shansi. From this, the memorialist ob-
serves, it would seem that the needs of
Shensi must be as great as those of his own
provinee ; and he would not venture to ask
that the wants of one be satisfied whilst the
other should be left a prey to famine. He
must represent, however, that nearly ten
more districts, reports from which have now
been received, must be added to the 76
which have lately been declared as actually
famine-stricken ; whilst the selling price of
rice, namely, from 2,400 to 2,500 cash per
tow (of 18 catties), has not yet begun to
decline, and the tael of sycee exchanges
in the towns of the southern half
of the province for little over 900
cash. The two officials who were sent
to Peking to receive the sum of
money, Tls. 200,000, allotted by decree,
may be hoped to arrive with this supply by
the end of the 10th moon (December 4th);
but this sum will suffice for no more than
the requirements of relief during the ensu-
ing half month, and the memorialist must
confess to a feeling of great dread. Appli-
cations for relief pour in unceasingly from
the various Distriets, and the Governor,
with his chief subordinates, has nothing to
afford them in reply. Still, he cannot
venture to leave them absolutely with all
hope cutb off, lest the result be commotion
such as would on the one hand cause the
people’s lives to be sacrificed and on the
other ill-requite the Celestial bounty.
Under the cirenmstances, he feels bound to
entreat that 60,000 piculs of rice from the
quantity due for 1878 from Kiangsi and
Hupeh may be appropriated to supply the
present needs of Shansi. If his request be
acceded to, he would beg that orders may
be given to the Governor-General of Hu
Kwang and the Governor of Kiangsi, direct-
ing tham to provide and pay over the
amount representing the above quantity of
grain, including freight, to Li Hung-chang,
by whom it should be placed in the hands
of the Taotai Chu K'ingang (head of
the China Merchants’ Steamship Co.), to be
administered solely by himself. If this be
done, it may be hoped that with the aid of
the 50,000 piculs of grain previously allotted,
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the lives of some hundreds of thousands
of the people of the province, now in
jeopardy, may be saved.—Rescript: Let
the Board of Revenue consider and report
to Us.

Nov. 23rd.—(1-3) Decrees granting the
privilege of riding on horseback within the
E’recincts of the Palace to Sii T'ung, Chinese

resident of the Court of Censors; She
Tséng, a Comptroller of the Household ;
Mu-t'u-shen, Military Lieutenant-Governor
of Ch’ahar ; Ngén Ch’éng, a Vice-President
of the Board of Civil office ; and Yung Luh,
a Vice-President of the Board of Revenue,
ete.

(4) A decree commanding that a gratuity
of one month’s extra pay be given to all the
soldiery of the capital, both Manchu and
Chinese, in consideration of the hardship
of their service during the cold weather
now drawing on.

(5) A Decree. Let Wang Wén-shao

EEBz:EE (Governor of Hunan) come to
Peking for audience. Let Ts'ung Fuh (the
Lieutenant-Governor of the province) tem-
porarily act in his stead.

(6) A decree based upon a report pre-
gented by Ting Pao-chéng, Governor-
General of Sze-ch’wan, setting forth the
result of his investigations into the massacre
committed at Tung-hiang, in Sui-ting Fu,
by Government troops, complaint concern-
ing which was brought forward last year by
the Censors Wu Chén and Li T'ing-siao (see
Gazettes of September to December, 1876.)
It has been ascertained that Yiian T'ing-

kiao, the complainant whose appeal, lodgzed |

at Peking, gave rise to the investigation,
was a noted trickster, who had sought to
make the official reidjustment of taxes an
excuse for levying funds for his own benefit.
When this man first collected a band of
followers, and proceeded to commit acts of
disturbance, notwithstanding that the Pre-
feet of Sui-ting Fu, then in office, had
consented to continue the tax-levy on its
former basis, the then acting Magistrate of
the Tung-hiang district, reporting without
proper cause that the safety of the district
city was in peril, made application for
troops, and at the same time increased the
amount demanded by way of extra taxation
under his predecessors. These steps added
fuel to the fire of Yiian T'ing-kiao's agita-
tion ; and although the troops sent forward
under the command of General Li Yeo-héng
remained at the outset in a stationary
attitude, the Magistrate opened a recruiting
office foraforee of irregulars andset measures
on foot for the levy of a lekin tax on grain.
This led to the recruiting office being

|
’

a.ttsg.ckecl and pillaged, and to an assault,
w}}wh was relmls'ed, being made by Yiian
T'ing-kiano and his followers upon ‘the en-
campment of the military. The peasantry.
after this, fearing that the troops Woulci
attf_ack them rc_:l\unt—lessly, shut themselves
up in their fortified posts; and the soldiery,
on the otlier hand, believing that the coun..
try-folk were bent on resistance, made a
vigorous attack wpon them, with the result
that several hundreds were slaughtered.
The report of the facts, as ascertained, is
consequently now submitted. It is com-
manded, hereupon, that Yiian Ting-kiao
for his manifold offences in fomenting dis.
turbance, heading attacks upon the anthor-
ities of Government, etc., be sumimariiy
beheaded. The district Magistrate whose
improper conduet is exposed in the report,
is stripped of his rank and banished to the
military post roads to expiate his offence.
The two brevet Brigade-Generals Liu Tao-
tsung and Lumi Yiih-ch'un are held answer-
able for the excesses committed by the
troops under their command. Both ave
cashiered, and the former is sentenced to
transportation to Sungaria, and the latter
to banishment into servitude on the military
post roads. The brevet General Li Yeo-
héng is considered to have behaved in a
manuer unworthy of his office in failing to
keep his subordinates under proper dis-
cipline, and he is cashiered, together with
the district Magistrate of Tung-hiang who
preceded the official referred to above, as
he is shewn to have failed in the duty of
putting an end to the exactions introdnced
by his predecessor inoftice, which encouraged
the outbreak of Yiian Ting-kiao.  Both the
Prefect of Sui-ting Fu and the late Governor-
General of Sze-ch’'wan, Wu Tang, are
declared to have been guilty of maladminis-
tration and misrepresentation in this case,
As the Prefect has already been degraded
to the rank of Assistant Departient
Magistrate, and the Governor-General is
dead, no farther proceedings are called for
in their case. The late acting Governor-
teneral, Wan Kéh (now Governor of
Shantung), is declared to be free from
blame in connection with this affair, except
in so far as the failure to detect the im-
propriety of General Liu Tao-tsung’s con-
duct in carrying the female members of his
family with him while on active service is
concerned. For this shortcoming his name
has already been submitted to the Buard
for Censure ; but it is ordered that he be
exempted from further proceedings.

() The Censor Li Hung-mo draws
attention to the neglected condition of
large numbers of the Imperial clansmen
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(tsung-shih ), descendants, in more or less
remote degrees, of sovereigns of the reigning
line. Some sixty years ago, owing to the
increase which had then already made itself
felt, seventy households were transplanted
to Moukden by command of the Emperor
Kia K’'ing, the wisdom of which step is
fervently commended. At the present
day, however, the growth of this class has
reached a degree which makes the question
of maintenance far more diffienlt than ever.
Cases of litigation in which tsung-shih are
concerned are of frequent oceurrence ; and
in the majority of such instances, it is
found that they arise from wmortgages
of their property or in connection with
loans. The Censor would suggest that
the Imperial Clan Court be commanded
to devise measures for removing a number
of tsung-shih families to occupy tracts of
land in the region lately brought under
control on the Corean frontier.—For re-
seript see Gazette of 9th inst.

(8) The Superintendent of the Tmperial
Manufactory at Soochow reports the com-
pletion and despatch to Peking of the
sabins, ete., required on account of the year
1876, one of the periods of delivery on a
large scale. It has been customary of late
years, for the purposes of such deliveries,
to receive from the provineial ireasury
the sum of Tls. 82,000, whereupon 4/10ths
of the full quantities of material which
shounld be supplied, according to regulation,
to the Board of Revenue and to the Twm-
perial Household are provided and de-
spatched. For the delivery of 1876 a sum
of the above amount having been pro-
vided, purchases of the raw material were
made at the rates of prices laid down in
1875; and although these were below
the market rates for silk (as alveady re-
ported), the memorialist has made up the
difference by a contribution from his own
salary. Manufacture having been begun,
there were provided, in the first place,
1,000 rolls of satin for the Board of
Revenue. Owing to the greater proportion,
among these, of satin damasked with the
dragon patiern, compared with former
years, the cost has been also higher, the
total amount having been Tls. 29,400,
With the balance of funds, 4/10ths of the
material due to the Tmperial Household
have been proceeded with; and nothing
remains available for the additional 1,000
rolls of satin called for by the Board of
Revenue. An appropriation of funds must
be awaited before farther steps can be
taken. An officer is now despatched to

Peking with the following materials for |

Imperial use, viz:—370 rolls of satin;

3,400 rolls of silk gauze; 600 large hand-
kerchiefs ; 800 catties of sewing-silk ; 500
catties of white silk; and 3,000 pieces of
fine calico.

(9) The Tutor of the Imperial Academy,
Pao T'ing, in a postscript memorial, dwells
upon the increasing numbers of the Imperial
clansmen (see also above, No. 7), and urges
the necessity of enlarging the provision
made for their education, and for rescuing
them from the distress to which many of
them are reduced by poverty. He asks
that some tens of thousands of taels may
be provided from any available source, to be
lent in sums of 50 taels to impoverished
tsung-shih, in order to keep them from the
hands of the usurers to whom they are
now compelled to resort.

In a further postseript, the memorialist,
remarking that although the lekin tax is a
measure at variance with the prineiples of
benign administration, it is an expedient
which the finaneial exigencies of the times
miike it impossible to dispense with, sub-
mits, nevertheless, his opinion that it should
be removed from all necessaries of life and
angmented in the case of mere luxuries. —
For rescript see Gazette of Tth inst.

Nov. 24th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the Censor Kwoh Tsung-
kit, who has urged that measures be taken
by the various provineial governments to
provide for the wants of the famine re-
fugees who may migrate into their respec-
tive jurisdictions, and also that the lands
now lying waste to a great extent in the
provinces of Kansuh and Nganhwei be
utilized for the relief of these sufferers.
He recommends that allotments be made,
next spring, of these waste lands, the
ocenpants being provided with seed-grain
and farming implements, and to be allowed
a period of five years before the land is
advanced to the tax paying status. The
Tigh anthorities of the provinees concerned
are called upon to consider the proposals
in question.

(2) A decree based upon a memorial from
the Censors of the Shantung department,
who have called attention to the increase
which has taken place of late in erimes of
theft and robbery at Peking. The de-
partment of the Censorate over which
the memorialists preside is that which is
specially charged with supervision in this
respect ; and it is their duty to denounce
to the Throne any cases in which the
magistrates of police are guilty of con-
nivance with the eriminal classes on the
part of their subordinates, and similar
malpractices.  Stringent injunctions are
laid upon the authorities concerned to see
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‘that due report is made in all cases of
eriminal offence. -

(8) The Governor of Nganhwei memo-
rializes reporting the returns of the Native
Custom House of Wuhu for the year expired
on the 10th July, 1877. According to
established regulation, this Custom House
should yield the following annual amounts,
viz i—

Tls. m.c.c.

To the Board of Revenuel...lﬁ(i, 019.0.7.5
Do. do. supple-

. 000

To the Board of Works ... 70,146.1.5.5
Do. do., supple-

MENtATY «overensenesess 47,000

Total taels...347,065.2.3.0

The actual collection duri;1gll the period
nding bove has been as follows :—
: et Tls. m.e.c.
Board of Revenue............ (50,510.'.}.}.0
Board of Works............... 70,686.5.5

Total taels...131,196.6.6.0

In explanation of the inability experienced
to make up the amount required by regula-
tion, the following facts are stated. The
duties heretofore leviable on account of the
Board of Revenue were wholly derived
from the merchandize conveyed backwards
and forwards by the large firms doing
business with Kiangsu, Chéhkiang, Sze-
ch’wan, and Kwangtung ; whilst the
duties accruing to the Board of
Works were yielded by the wood-rafts
coming down from Hu-kwang, and the
trade in bamboos and lesser timber pro-
duced in the province itself. The rebellion,

however, had entirely impoverished the |
trade of the port, and even where produce |

of superior value is actually forthcoming,
still, since the opening of the ports to
foreign trade, steamers have plied con-
tinuously between them, and the moment
a transit pass is issued by the Maritime
Customs to foreign imports brought in or
native produce exported, all that is allowed
is to subject the goods to examination, no
levy of duty upon them being permitted.
The collection of duties thus wholly enures
to the benefit of the Maritime Customs.

In other respects, owing to the devastation |

the province has undergone, the production
of bamboos and timber has been inconsid-
erable of late years; whilst the arrivals of
rafts of heavy timber from upstream have
also greatly fallen off. When to these
causes of decline in the yield of revenue is
added the fact that in the course of the
cwrrent year a “‘ New ” (Maritime) Custom

House has been opened at Wuhu, entailin
a still farther diminution in the,extent t,g
which merchandize is subject to duty at
the Regular Custom House, it will be
seen that the falling-off in revenue is
due to natural causes only, and is not
attributable to any want of activity in the
work of collection. Detailed returns of
income and expenditure are enclosed. —
Reseript : Let the Boards concerned con-
sider and report.

(4) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of
the two Hu provinces, memorializes acknow-
ledging the receipt of a despatch from
the Board of Revenue, communicating
the tenour of the proposal advanced by the
Governor-General of Szech’wan that the
province of Hupeh should lend the sum of
Tls. 100,000 toward the amount required
for a reorganization of the salt-distribution
system in Szech'wan and Kweichow (see
Gazette of 11th October). The memorialist
represents, hereupon, that the sources of
revenue in Hupcoh are exhausted, and heavy
arrears have accumulated on the score of
the subsidies due to Peking and other pro-
vinces. At the present moment, also, the
bonds issued to foreign merchants are falling
due ; and the memorialist, after taking
counsel with his principal subordinates,
has to represent that the provincial
treasury is absolutely bare, and that he
must ask that the requirement to furnish
funds to Sze-ch’wan be waived.—Rescript :
It is noted.

Nov. 25th.—(1) A deeree based upon a
memorial from the Literary Chancellor of
Kwangtung, Wu Pao-shu, who has repre-
sented the prevalence of abuses in the
official examination system in that provinee.
The practice of employing substitutes is
extensively prevalent, owing to connivance

| onthe part of the bondsmen who vouch

for the individual candidates ; and the
memorialist prays that a scale of penalties
applicable, in such cases, to the official
directors of instruction, be instituted. The
Board of Ceremonies 1s commanded here-
upon to draw up the scale of penalties
recommended.

(2) A decree based upon a report from
the Governor-General f Hu Kwang, who
has denounced the district Magistrate of
Tsung-yang, in Hupeh, as an official of
indifierent reputation at best, and who of
late has encouraged his police-runners
to dig up and remove trees from the pro-
perty of the conntry-people of his district,
whereby a popular outbreak has come near
to being precipitated. The delinquent is
stripped of Lis rank with sentence of per-
petual exclusion from the public service.
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(3) A decree in reply to a memorial from
the Police Censors of the Central division
of Peking, who have applied for a grant of
millet on behalf of the relief agencies at
different points in and around the ecity.
For the eight rice-gruel stations which are
established on behalf of the destitute poor,
a monthly issue of 330 piculs of millet is re-
quired ; and it is commanded that from the
1st day of the 11th moon (5th December,
1877), the Censors of each division are to
make application through the Board of
Revenue to the Granaries for the amount
respectively due. They are to take steps,
in conjunction with the local notables, to
ensure a proper issue of the relief thus
afforded, and to allow no embezzlement to
be indulged in.

(4-6) Memorials from Liu Chang-yeo,
Governor-General of Yunnan, ete., reporting
the suppression of sundry local outbreaks
and acts of brigandage. (See Gazette of 8th
inst.)

(T) The Governor-General of Fuhkien,
&e., memorializes reporting that Kwang Min
% -‘%, lately appointed from Peking to
fill the post of Taotai of the Yen-Kien-Shao
Intendancy, having arrived in the pro-
vince, has been directed to take up his post.

Nov. 26th.—(1) A decree referring to
memorials heretofore received from the
Censors Liang King-sien and others, whe
are shewn to have made representations
relating to the distress arising from dronght
in Shensi, and to have impeached certain
district officials on the charge of indifference
to the interests of the people, stating, also,
that the Lientenant-Governor and Financial
Commissioner, Tsiang Ning-hioh, is in a
state of infirm health. The Court of Censors
has also memorialized giving cover to a
statement presented by a body of the
notables of Shensi,
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor have
suppressed intelligence of the actual con-
dition of affairs in that province in conmec-
tion with the famine. The Governor, T'an
Chung-lin, has now memorialized stating
that for the purpose of investigating the
degree to which the province has been
afflicted by drought, he sent agents some
time ago to the various distriets, upon
whose reports he has based his memorials
soliciting remissions or postponements of
taxation, and has also proceeded to make
purchases of grain. He has issued pro-
clamations setting forth ten suggestions
for famine relief, and he declares that on
no account would he be guilty of view-
ing with indifference the sufferings of
the people. Furthermore, that when

alleging that the |

. the

outbreaks had been fomented at Han-ch’eng
and elsewhere, he had despatched troops
to arrest the offenders, but that there had
been no such thing as wanton massacre
of the unoffending, neitlier had he sur-
rounded himself with troops for his own
protection.— The statements set forth in
the memorial are approved as not other-
wise than satisfactory ; and the Governor is
commanded to institute all measures that
may be requisite for the 1clief of distress.
The Board of Revenue is called upon to
allot the sum of Taels 50,000 to be
forwarded to Shensi for disbursement
under vigilant superinfendence on the
Governor's part. It is firther noted that
in his postscript memorial, the Governor
declares the charges brought against the
Financial Commissioner to be without
foundation. As the oflicial in question is
shewn to have recovered from his illness,
and as it appears that the accusation of his
having allowed one of his followers named
Yii to monopolize his confidence, and having
levied forced contributions, ete., is untrue,
no farther proceedings in this matter need
be taken.

(2) A Decree. Let Li Ying $

succeed to the post of Prefect of Yii-lin Fu
in ~hensi.

(3) A decree based upon a memorial from
the Censor, Chang Kwan-chun, who has
represented that the officials lately deputed
by Li Hung-chang to make purchases of
grain, on orders being given, at his
request, commissioning the Taotai Chu
K’i-ngang to import rice from the southern
provinces for issue at reduced rates at
Peking, have been making purchases in
immediate neighbourhood of the
capital, and have even bought up Govern-
ment rice in Peking itself, thns causing
a vise in the market prices. If this alle-
gation be true, what has been done is the
reverse of beneficial to the interests of the
people. Li Hung-chang is commanded to
make searching enquiry, and to forbid his
agents to purchase grain in any of the dis-
tricts near Peking. He is also to station
ofticials at Tientsin, to examine the rice de-
livered, and make sure that it actually comes
from the South. Further examination of
the passes granted for the conveyance of
supplies is to be made at T'ung Chow ; and
the police authorities of the capital are to
take measures to prevent a traffic in rice
from the granaries of the capital.

(4) Yung Ts'itan, late Military Governor
of 1li, reports having handed over the seal
of office on the 21st September to his suc-
cessor, Kin Shun,

‘1
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Nov. 27th.—(1) A decree, filling thirty-
eight pages of the Gazette, setting forth the

various townships (ﬂ ts'un), in number
from some scores to sgveljal hundreds
respectively, in various districts of Shan-
tung, in which, on application submitted
by the provincial Governor, postponements
of taxation are granted in consequence of
the suffering experienced through flood,
drought, locusts, alkalization of the land,
or the silting over of the surface of the
soil. Proclamations are to be issued in
each district to make the remission publicly

known.

(2) A decree based upon a memorial |

presented by Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian, Governor
of Shansi, who has reported a donation of
Tls. 17,000 to the relief funds, made by a
notable of the P’ing-yao district, a brevet
Taotai by rank, named Li Chén-she

¢ fgﬁ ]T‘[E, in fulfilment of the wishes of

his deceased mother. Already, during the
reign of Hien Féng, the donors’ parents,
now deceased, had contributed to the neces-
sities of the State, and had been rewarded
with titles of the second degree of rank.
The proper Board is now commanded to
consider and report upon the form of
reward that should be bestowed in the
present instance.

(3) A decree commanding, at the instance
of Tséng Kwoh-ts'tian, that all likin taxes
and Customs’ dues be remitted upon the
grain in course of transportation through
Honan and Nganhwei to the provinee of
Shansi.

(4) The Governor-General of the two
Kiang and the Governor of Kiangsu memo-
rialize asking permission to disbnrse from

the provincial excheqner the sums required |

to meet the expenses of capruring the flights
of locusts which have
province, on both sides of the Yangtsze.
The drought of the season is likely to have
encouraged the development of fresh broods,
and although the most active etforts have
been instituted to effect their extirpation,

it has not been possible to achieve this |

altogether. In the one district of Muh-
yang, a sum of Tls. 2,400 ig reported as
having been advanced by the Magistrate
for the work in hand, and the sum total
required will be so immense that it will be
impossible to provide it save by an appro-
priation, such as can be made only with

Tmperial sanction, from the regular provin- |
Itis proposed that the tollow- |
ing scale of purchase-money be offered to |

cial revenue.

encourage the destruction of the broods,
viz : for the grub, before emerving from the

earth, 80 cash per catty ; for the larvain its |

|
first stage of development, 10 to 20 cash
per catty ; for the insect fully developed
b to 10 cash per catty.—Reseript : Be it as is
proposed. Let the Board concerned take
note.

Nov. 28th. (1) A decree confirming the
arrangements proposed for the relief of
distress occasioned in the neighbourhood of
San-sing, in the province of Kirin, by a
destructive hurricane. A deputy military
Lieutenaut-Guvernor, named Uléhingah is
removed from his office on the charge,
preferred by the Military Governor of the
province, of having heen dilatory and
inefficient in  affording relief to the
sufferers,

(2) A decree sanctioning the opening of
additional oftices for the distribution of
food to the destitute poor in and around
Peking, as recommended by the Governor
of Shun-t'ien Fu. The Board of Revenue
is directed to issue 1,600 piculs of millet
and Tls. 3,000 in money for the require-
ments of these stations.

(3) Yi Luh, Governor of Nuan-hwei,
memorializes reporting that when, in 1872,
certain disturbances had broken out on the
borders of that provinee and of Honan,
after the apprehension of the leader of
the rising, Li Linu by name, which
took place in Honan, the Government
forces in Ngan-hwei farther effected the
capture of this malefactor's son, Li Mao-
ts'ze, at that time six years of age. The
child was handed over by the Governor
then in office to the District Magistrate
of Hwai-ning to be kept imprisoned
until he should reach the proper age to

overspread the |

be dealt with according to law ; and the
Magistrate of the said District has now
reported that the prisoner has reached the
age of 11, and acknowledges that he is the
son of the insurgent leader Li Liu, but
that owing to his tender years at the time
he knew nothing of his father’s treasonable
designs.  The law runs as follows :-—*“ The
children and grandchildren of rebels, if not
themselves privy to the treasonable designs
of their parents, shall be delivered into
the hands of the Imperial Household to be
castrated, and shall be forwarded to Tur-
kestan and given over as slaves to the
soldiery. If beneath the age of ten, they
shall be confined in prison until they shall
have reached the age of eleven, whereupon
the sentence of the law shall be carried into
effect.”  As the prisoner in question has
now reached the prescribed age, execution
of the sentence of the law must be pro-
ceeded with ; and submission to this effect
having been made by the Provineial Judge,
on application made by the Prefect of
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Hwai-k'ing Fu, the Governor has approved
the same, and has communicated with the
Board in due form. He requests that in-
struetions be issued accordingly. — Reseript:
Let the Board of Punishments take note.

Nov. 29th.—Yen King-ming, an ex-Vice-
President of the Board of Works, (and
formerly Governor of Shantung) memo-
rializes acknowledging the receipt, on the
18th October, at the village in the Ch'ao-
yih district, under the prefecture of T"ung-
chow Fu, in the province of Shensi, in
which he has taken up his abode since his
retirement from office, of the decree dated
October 12th, by which he is appointed to
act as Commissioner to visit the famine-
stricken districts in Shansi and to supervise
the distribution of relief. By the same
decree, the Governor of Shansi is com-
manded to provide a sum of money for his
travelling expenses. The memorialist re-
presents that he has been relieved from the
discharge of publie duties for upwards of ten
years in consequence of his ill-health, adding
that he is now past sixty, and enfeebled
in both mind and body by constantly re-
curring attacks of sickness ; but that he
feels bound to exert what strength he has
left in the discharge of the trust now con-
fided to him. He will be able, possibly, to
travel 30 or 40 [i per diem, and will go pro-
vided with medical care. As he will need
no large retinue, having no position to main-
tain like that of an official in actual employ,
and will be exempt from the other ex-
penses entailed upon functionaries thus
situated, he respectfully declines the re-
ceipt of the amount, 1000 Taels, which the
Governor of Shansi has forwarded to him
for his expenses, and begs that it may be
appropriated toward the famine relief fund.
—Rescript desiring the memorialist to con-
sult in all matters with the Governor,
Tséng Kwoh-ts'itan, and insisting on his
acceptance of the snm for his expenses.

Nov. 30th.—A decree sanctioning the
arrangements submitted by Tséng Kwoh-
tsitan, Governor of Shansi, and the special
High Commissioner, Yen King-ming, with
reference to the distribution of relief in
eighty-two sub-prefectures, departments,
and districts enmmerated as afflicted with
scareity in the provinee above-named. One
montl’s rations are ordered to be bestowed
upon all the sufferers from want, without
distinetion, whilst, as regards more per-
manent measures, a difference is to be
marked between the degrees of absolute,
severe, and partial privation. In the first
category, subsistence for four months is to
be provided, in the second for three, and
in the last for two months,

No osher documents of importance.
Dec. 1st.—(1) A decree referring to in-
formation heretofore received from a certain

. (unspecified) quarter to the effect that a

| party of soldiery had committed a flagrant

act of robbery with violence in the Ch’ang-
hing district in Chehkiang, in the course of
which the owner of the property attacked
was murdered, and that the judicial antho-
rities had been bribed to screen the guilty
parties. Commands were hereupon issued
to the provineial Governor, Mei K'i-chao,
to institute a stringent investigation into
the case. The Court of Censors now report
that a native of the Ch'ang-hing district,

Hu Shun-kow i'ﬁ "ﬁ 4&] by mname, has

sent a representative to lodge a complaint
at Peking, declaring that his father had
been killed by the soldiery whilst commit-
ting acts of pillage, and that the officials
deputed to enquire into the affair had
wilfully sought to screen the offenders. The
Governor is commanded, hereupon, to obey
in trembling the decree previously issued,
and to cause the Judicial Commissioner of
the province, acting under his orders, to have
the parties to this case brought before him-
self personally, with all the papers relating
thereunto, and to institute a rigorous
enquiry in conformity with the principles
of justice, to the end that the actual facts
may be elicited, whereupon sentence is to
be pronounced according to law, and the
same submitted to the Throne. The com-
plainant’s representative, Hu Chung, is to
be sent forward in custody by the Board of
Punishments, in conformity with regula-
tion, to give his evidence in confrontation
with the other parties summoned for trial.

(2) A decree acknowledging a memorial
from Wen Pin, Director-General of the
Grain Transport, who has reported the
safety of the Grand Canal embankments
up to the Shicang-kiang period (Oct. 23rd.)
A donation of ten sticks of Tibetan incense
is allotted hereupon, to be forwarded to
Win Pin and offered by way of thanks-
giving at the temple of the River God.

(2) Li Hoh-nien, Director-General of the
Yellow River, acknowledging the veceipt of
the decree dated October 21st, in which
he is commanded to supervise the distri-
bution of relief in the provinee of Honan,
makes report as follows :—The relief agen-
cies established at the provincial capital
last winter by means of funds locally
subseribed under encouragement on the
part of the provineial Governor and the
memorialist, were kept open until the

| middle of June, when they were closed in

the hope that the summer rains would
arrive at their usual period and avert
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farther distress. This expectation, how-
ever, has not been realized. The three
prefectures North of the Yellow River,
together with the prefectures of K’ai-féng
and Ho-nan, and the departments of Shen-
chow and Ju-chow, have remained until
now withont rain. It has been determined
to establish four rvelief agencies at the
provineial capital, viz., one in each of the
suburbs, which were opened successively
on the 22nd-and 27th October, when up-
wards of 49,000 destitute persons flocked
around them to receive a pittance of food,
their numbers increasing, moreover, daily.
The haggard and woe-begone aspeet of
these unfortunates the memorialist de-
scribes as pitiable in the extreme. With
the exception of Kwei-téh Fu, Ch'én-chow,
Hii-chow, Nan-yang Fu, Ju-ning Fu, and
Kwang-chow, the entire province has
suffered from drought, and measures have
been taken to issme relief through the
various local authorities. For the wants of
the provincial capital, a sum of Tls. 18,000
has been placed in the hands of the district
Magistrate on the spot to buy grain for the
use of the rvelief agencies ; and Tls. 15,000
have been alloted to the distriet Magistracy
of Tsi-yitan. To other districts and de-
%?rtments sums of from Tls. 1,000 to

s. 2,000 have been allotted. In order to
provide, moreover, for the famine refugees
who may have wandered from the neigh-
bourhood of their homes, it has been
determined to establish two large agencies
at the district city of Yen-tsin in Wei-
hwei Fu and at Miao Kung in Hwai-k'ing
Fu respectively.

Dec. 2nd.—(1) A decree in answer to a
memorial from Tséng Kwob-ts'iian, Gov-
ernor of Shansi, and the special High
Commissioner, Yen King-ming, who have
requested that four officials may be detailed
to assist them in the work of famine relicf.
A ““compiler”™ of the Han-lin College,
named Ta Yung-ts'ing, a Secretary of the
Board of War, an ex-Taotai, and an ex-
Prefect, whose services are thus applied
for, are ordered to proceed to place them-
selves under the memorialists’ orders.

(2) A Decree. Let Ying Lien (at present
Assistant Military Resident at Tarbagatai),
come to Peking for duty. Let Sih Lun

@, 'fﬁ suceeed him in the office he
vacates. Kung T'ang %E‘ ﬁ is invested

with rank as an officer of the Twmperial
Guards of the second rank, and is appointed
hereby to the post of Commandant of the
Forces at Urnmts'i. Let the above-men-
tioned officials proceed by post-relay to
their stations.

(3) A Decree. Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-
General of the Two Kiang provinces,
memorializes Us impeaching divers officials
who have become infected with the vicions
habit [of opium-smoking.] The prohibi-
tion against the smoking of opium which
the law sets forth is stringent inthe extreme :
and it is the bounden duty of all officials
holding authority over the people to be
blameless in character and to cherish senti-
ments of honourable self-respect, in order
that the example set before the eyes of the
population may be devoid of impropriety in
itself. According to the memorial now
laid before Us, it is a matter of public
notoriety that the Taotai Lin Hien and the
other ofiicials named have been infected
with the vice. Their conduct is worthy,
indeed, of all reprobation. 1In the case of
Liu Hien, Intendant of the Hwai-ngan and
Yang-chow  division in Kiangsu — Tu
Wen-lan, an expectant Taotai—TLi Téh-p'u,
Magistrate of the Sul-ts'ien district—and
the expectant Magistrates Tséng Shao-hiin
and Li Chéng, We ordain that all the above-
uaned individuals be forthwith stripped of
their rank, by way of exemplary punish-
ment, For the rest, be it as is proposed.
(N.B.—The above list of officials singled
out for disgrace on account of opium-
smoking is larger and more marked than
usnal. The provision of the law referred
to makes the practice of smoking opium on
the part of officials or soldiers an offence
punishable with death.)

Dee. Srd.—(1) The Governor of Honan,
Li K'ing-ngao, memorializes reporting upon
the measures instituted in that province
for the relief of the prevailing distress, to
the same effect, in general, as the report
from the Director-General of the Yellow
River, whose report was published in the
(fuzette of the 1st inst. The Governor
states, in addition, that in the 28 depart-
ments and districts which he has already
reported to the Throne as affected in vary-
ing degrees by scarcity, the number of
persons  requiring relief is upwards of
2,000,000 ; and in order to issue the
amount of subsistence, caleulated at the
rate of & hoh of rice to each adult and half
this guantity to minors, the quantity of
rice required is 300 000 piculs per mensem,
at the ordinary rate of issue as an auxiliary
to other means of livelihood (fu si mlljﬂl)
A still more considerable quantity would be
required if the issue be made on a larger
scale (Kia-chén 1"] Jl) With the sums
allotted to the province, viz., the Tls. 147,900
which were sanctioned in the first place
from the quota due to Peking, the
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Tls. 200,000 contributed from the Maritime
Defence chest at Tientsin, and the 40,000
piculs of grain ordered from Kiangsi and
Nganhwei, a provision of some 140,000 or
150,000 piculs of rice has in all been got
together, which, however, does not come
up to one-half of the requirements stated
above. In order to eke out the means at
hand as far as possible, it has been deter-
mined to substitute in all cases the issue
of rice-gruel for rice itself, two large bowls-
full to be given per diem to the actually
necessitous.

(2) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of
the Two Hu provinces, memorializes re-
porting his assumption of the seal of office
as officiating Governor, in obedience to
the decree which he has read in the Gazefte
of October 6th, commanding him to act in
that capacity pending the arrival of the
newly-appointed Governor Shao Héng-yii.
He took charge of the seat, accordingly,
on the Z1st October.

Dec. 4th.—(1) A Decree. Tso Tsung-
t'ang has memorialized Us reporting that
the army advancing for the recovery of
Kashgaria (Sin Kieng Nan Lu) has re-
ocenpied suceesgively the cities of Kharashar
and Kuché. In the seventh moon (Angust
last), Liu Kin-t'ang, Taotai of the Si-ming
Intendancy in Kansuh, advanced at the
head of all the forces under his command
from Turfan, marching westwards. The
leader of the Mahommedan (Dungan) insur-
gents, Bayen Hu, abandoning Kharashar,
fell back across the K’ai-tu river, all the
Turki (** turbaned ) Mahommedans on the
west bank of which were compelled by him
to join in his retreat. On the 1st day of
the ninth moon (Oect. Tth), Our army
entered the city of IKKharashar, and on the
9th October the town of Kurla was re-
occupied. Upon this, Bayen Hn again
retreated westward by way of Yang Sar,
but being vigorously pursued by Liu Kin-
t'ang, at the head of the advanced guard,
for a distance of several hundred i, the
insurgents were come up with at the
Mahommedan village of Pukao’rh, where
they offered battle. Our troops attacked
them boldly, and in successive encounters
inflicted a loss in killed upon the rebels of
some 1,500 men. On the 18th October
Kuché was taken, and nmmberless other
fortified towns and villages of the Mahom-
medans were recovered. The number of
Mahommedans who have been delivered
from the authority imposed upon them by
the insurgents amounts to some hundred
thousand.

The offensive operations thus carried into

fully, Let Tso Tsung-t'ang continue to
direct the farther advance of the various
forces engaged, profiting by the victories
already achieved to destroy or capture with
as little delay as possible the rebel leader
Bayen Hu, and to restore to a state of
order the territories appertaining to Our
rule.

We sanction the submission of a list of
the officers and men who have distinguished
themselves on this oeccasion, with recom-
mendations of reward. Let the names of
those who are reported as having been
killed in action, viz., the General Wang
K’'ing-fuh, Brevet Brigade-General Tséng
Wén-téh, first captain Yang Yiih-ch'ang,
brevet first-captains Yang Pao-lin and Li-
K'ing-ts'ing, second-captain Liao Han-k'ing,
lieutenants Sun Téh-shéng, K'ang-fuh, and
Liang Téh-shéng, and sergeants T'éng
C’hén-chung and Yen Téh-shéng, be handed
over to the Board of War for the proposal
of posthumous rewards on a distinguished
scale, for the comfort of the spirits of the
devoted dead.

(2) The Censor Lin Kung-shu me-
morializes soliciting that an additional
number of relief-agencies may be estab-
lished in the suburbs and environs of
Peking, to provide for the greatly increased
number of applicants—For reseript see
Gazette of Nov. 28th.

(3) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General
of the Two Kiang, memorializes reporting
that the licensed salt monopolists of the
Hwai-ngan division have responded to his
appeal for subscriptions on account of the
distress occasioned by floods at Foochow,
providing in all a sum of Taels 20,000,
which amount the memorialist, naturally
anxious to provide for the necessities of his
own native city, will forward with all de-
spatch to Shanghai to be transmitted by the
China Merchants’ Company, by one of their
steamers, to its destination.

Dec. Hth.—(Abstracts of memorials. ) Tséng
Kwoli-ts'tian, Governor of Shansi, memo-
rializes requesting sanction to the post-
ponement of all remittances due from that
province to the military chest of the army
engaged in the campaign against Kashgaria.
—Reseript : Let the Board of Revenue
consider and report to Us.

(1) T’an Chung-lin, Governor of Shensi,
reports an ountbreak of mutiny on the part
of a body of irregulars, some 200 in number,

| who, on being ordered with other detach-

ments to move to the westward of Si-ngan
Fu, into the districts disturbed by move-
ments of banditti, were persuaded by two
of their commanding officers to rebel against

effect have been conducted most success- | the orders received, being falsely assured
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by the latter that if they marched on to the
destination assigned them they would prob-
ably be sent on tg join the army of the west,
and expose themselves to great hardships.
It would be better, these instigators re-
marked, to loot the town of King-yang,
which was close at hand, and make off to
their homes in Sze-ch’wan with the plunder ;
and they threatened with death any who
should refuse to follow them. Whilst the
rearmost division, numbering 200 men,
declined to join in the movement, the van
division, headed by lieutenant Kiang Ming-
chung and another subaltern named Wang
Téng-kao, hereupon made an irruption into
the district city, cutting down the sentinel at
the gate, and havingsetfireto the place began
to plunder the inhabitants. The District
Magistrate assembled a body of braves to
resist the assailants, who were at length
driven from the place witha loss of five of
their number, who were killed by tiles
hurled at them from the housetops by the
inhabitants, six of thetownsfolk and soldiers
being killed on the other side. 8o soomn as
intelligence of the affair reached the
Governor's ears, a body of troops was
despatched in pursuitof them,and they were
surronnded in a mountain defile, where the
leader Kiang Ming-chung, and another
named Sii Jui-yiin, were taken prisoner,
and some 10 or 15 of the mutineers were
slain.  The loss on the side of the Govern-
ment troops was one killed and several
wounded. The two captured ringleaders
have been put to death, and their heads
have been sent round the military canton-
ments and the scene of their misdeeds by
way of exemplary warning. Active mea-
sures have been taken for the apprehension
of the two minor leaders who have thus
far escaped capture.—For rescript see
Gazette of 22nd November.

Dec. 6th.—(1) A decree referring to a
memorial presented some time ago by the
Censor Li Kia-yoh, who accused the Lienten-
ant-Goovernor and Financial Commissioner
of Honan, Liu Ts¢'i-hien, of levying merci-
less exactions from the famine-stricken
districts, greatly to the detriment of the
region under his control, and a Taotal named
Yin Kéng-yiin of interfering unwarrantably
with public business and of committing
malpractices under fictitious pretexts, as
also the Taotai named Lin Ch'éng-chung of
being in infirm health, and allowing his
duties to fall into a lax condition of manage-
ment. On receipt of this memorial a decree
was issued appointing Ts'ung K'i and Shao
Héng-yii to proceed to the spot to institute
an enquiry (see Glazette of 6th October.) At
a’ later period, the Censor Yii Shang-hwa

memorialized representing the Governor
of Honan, Li K'ing-ngao, as negligent
incapable, and regardless of the principle:;
which ah'nuld be his guide. This also was
commmuc_ate('l to thelcommisainners above-
named, with Instructions to investigate the
truth of the allegations made. They have
now memorialized reporting as follows :—
With reference to the statement, contained
in the list of accusations, to the effect that
the Prefect of Wei-hwei Fu, Li Téh-yii by
name, had been removed from his post for
reporting his prefecture as famine-stricken,
it is found that although this oflicer’s at-
tendance was called for by the Judicial
Commissioner for the purpose of attending
to the trial of certain cases, yet his removal
from his post was, in fact, due to an ap-
plication made by the Financial Commis-
sioner owing to his having reported the
Prefecture as famine-stricken. An enquiry
into the proportion of revenne collected in
the distressed districts shews that from 50
to 90 per cent. of the total amounts due
had been got in during the first half of the
year, and this goes to prove that the com-
plaint of stringency in enforcing the collec-
tion was not without some foundation ; but
there is truth in the statement that the
local authorities had been deterred from
venturing to report their districts as suffer-
ing from the prevailing scarcity. As regards
the statement that the distressed popnlation
of the Ho-nan and Ju-ning Prefectures had
shewn symptoms of threatening revolt, the
facts are that the “ Sword Banditti” of
those prefectures had congregated in num-
bers and made seizures of grain, beside
which other bands had impressed the
sufferers from famine to join them in
attacking and plundering some of the
villages ; but these marauders have already
been proceeded against and dispersed. No
such cases had oceurred as that of whole
famnilies driven to commit suicide together
(as alleged), owing to the severity with
which the Nuan-yang Magistrate had pressed
for the payment of the land-tax ; neither
is it true that on the District Magistrate of
Tsi-yitan forwarding repeated statements
of the degree to which his district was
affeeted, the Taotai and Prefect his superiors
had refused to forward his reports, le:,st
they should incur the Financial Commis-
sioner’s displeasnre. It is untrue, likewise,
that the Financial Commissioner is on bad
terms with the Governor, or that he both
dictates to his superior and acts oppressive-
ly toward his subordinates. No proof has
been elicited of the acts of miscondnet
alleged against the Taotal Yin Kéng-yiin.
The banditti at Kioh-tsze Shan have long
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since been put down. With reference to

the Taotai Lin Ch'éng-shu, it is in-
correct to state that he is in an in-
firm state of health ; and his duties

are not neglected. With reference to the
Governor, Li K'ing-ngao, it is found that
although he is not in robust health, yet, so
far as his powers of walking, standing, and
kneeling are concerned, his strength re-
mains as usual. He has not snppressed
the edicts announcing the Imperial bounty
in the shape of remissions of taxation and
bestowal of relief. The charges brought
against his son, Li Fuh-yih, formerly
Magistrate of the Ning-ling district, who
was accused of abusing the influence due
to his father’s position, are declared to be
unfounded. On receipt of this report, a
homily is addressed to the Governor upon
the duties which are incumbent upon him
as an official entrusted with the Govern-
ment of a province, and he iz declared to
have been guilty of negligence in failing to
inform himself more speedily and to make
due provision with reference to the dronght
and scarcity with which it has been visited.
The severity with which the collection of
the taxes has been insisted upon is con-
demned ; and the Board of Civil Office is
commanded to determine what penalty
should be inflicted in the case of the
Governor and the Finanecial Commissioner
respectively. As the Taotai Yin Kéng-yiin
is exculpated from the charges of abuse of
authority, and of accepting bribes, which
had been brought against him, and as
moreover his decease has been reported,
his case need not farther be brought in
question. The Taotai Liu Ch'éng-shu
hiaving vacated his post in consequence of
being placed in mourning on the death of a
parent, and it heing reported by the Com-
migsioners that he is not altogether equal
to the physical exertion entailed by walk-
ing, standing, and kneeling, it is com-
manded that, on the expiry of his period
of mourning, the Governor of Kiangsu
is to report upon his state of health. In
conclusion, earnest injunctions are again
laid upon the Governor, desiring him to do
all that the condition of the people of the
province requires.

(2) The Literary Chancellorof the provinee
of Kwangtung memorializes exposing the
abuses which he has found prevailing in the
examination system in that province, where
the practice of employing substitutes to pass
in the stead of the actual candidate for
degrees is extremely frequent, as also the
abuse of smuggling essays into the com-
petitors’ cells, He had cansed the arrest of
20 persons acting as substitutes at the

recent primary examinations, whom he had
handed over to the proctor to be punished
according to law. He urges that a new
scale of penalties be introduced, for the
better regulation of the conduct of the
candidates’ sureties. — For rescript see
Gazette of Nov. 25th.

Dee. Tth.—(1) A Decree. Ts'ing Ngan,
Brigade-General of the T'ai-Ning division
in Chihli, memorializes reporting that his
complaint continues unabated, and solicits
leave to resign his post. He is permitted
to vacate his office and return to Peking.
(N.B. The same Gazette contains a memo-
rial of earlier date from this officer,
reporting his having sustained an injury
through a fall from his horse whilst making
a tour of inspection of his military district
in the mneighbourhood of the Imperial
Mausolea, and asking for a congé of ten
days, which was granted by rescript.

(2) A Decree. At a period so calamitous
as the present, dependence can only be
placed upon the earnest discharge of their
duty on the part of the oflicers of Govern-
ment, in every degree of rank, and their
devotion, early and late, to the public
service, in order to ensure a continual pro-
gress toward amelioration in the affairs
administered by the State. The chiefs of
the central department of Government,
who have enjoyed in a marked degree
their  Sovereign’s favour, are bound
to take the lead in enforcing upon the
subordinates immediately beneath them
a conscientious discharge of their official
functions. It is inconceivable that they
should themselves indulge in slothful in-
dolence, and make light of their public
duties. It has been brought to our know-
ledge of late, however, that the heads of
the various Boards and other departments
of State shew themselves lovers of ease
and shrink from active exertion, failing to
bring a proper degree of assiduity to bear
in the performance of their duty. When,
perchance, they pay a visit to their offices,
it is at an hour unseasonably late, and it
takes place as a mere empty form. The
[responsible chiefs] having thus no time
to devote to the scrutiny of affairs, it
follows that the heads of the various
bureaux remain without adequate con-
trol for either good or ill, and a general
habit of carelessness (laisser aller) has grown
up in consequence. Business which should
be attended to accumulates in arrears, and
all the abuses which attend upon a state of
decay in the vigor of administration are
found to flonrish. It is impossible, under
such cirenmstances, that daily improve-
ment shonld be seen in the conduct of
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Government, For the future, the heads of
the various departments of State must hold
themselves bound to aim unitedly at a
course of conduct distinguished by up-
rightness and loyalty, and to use active

efforts to infuse energy into the conduct |

of affairs. Let them visit their offices
regularly, and mnot fail to reach them
betimes, to the end that they may set a
good example to their subordinates, and
not again be guilty of the malpractices, so
long continned, of negligence, dread of
responsibility, and adherence to routine ;
to the end that the Sovereign's earnest
desire for the good conduct of the fask of
administration, anxiety for which is ever
present, by day and night, in his mind,
may be duly furthered. Let this be pro-
mulgated for the information of all.

Dec. 8th.—(1) A decree acknowledging a
memorial from the Military Governor of
Kirin, reporting a series of successful opera-
tions against the mounted brigands in the
Eastern mountains of that province. Some
400 or 450 have at various times in the
course of the summer been captured and
beheaded, for which prompt and eflicient
action a series of rewards are granted on
the memorialist’s recommendation, with in-
junctions that active measures be further
taken to secure the extermination of such
of the bands as still remain at large.

(2) A Decree. Let Shaoki ¥4 jilt

succeed to the post of Brigade General of
the Tai-ning division and ex-ofticio Comp-
troller of the Imperial Household (vacated
by Ts'ing-ngan—see yesterday's Gazette.)

The remainder of to-day’s Gazette is
occupied with the first portion of the report
from the Governor-General of Sze-chwan
of the result of his enquiry into the Tung-
hiang outrages, which is fully summarized
in the decree published on the 23rd Novem-
ber.

Dec. 9th.—(1) A decree referring to a
memorial heretofore received from Ch'ung
How, acting Governor-General of Téng-
t'ien, reporting with reference to certain
charges mutually brought against each
other by a Manchu Lieutenant-colonel
named Yung Yii, commanding in the
department of Kin Chow, and Ku-ni-yin-
pu, Brigade-General of that department,
(and late acting Military Governor of
Kirin). The statements of the two officials
having now been laid before the Throne,
that of Ku-ni-yin-pu accusing his opponent
of serious acts of misconduet, Ch'ung How
is commanded to institute an enquiry into
the merits of the case and to make farther

report.
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(2) A Decree making the following
appointments consequent upon the removal
of Shao K'i (gazetted yesterday) from the
post of a Viee-President of the Board of
Punishments : —

a. Lin Shu %% to become a Senior
Vice-President of the Board of Punish-
ments ; and to be succeeded by,

b. Ch'ang Sii Eﬁg as a junior Vice-
President of the Board.
¢. Chih Ho -‘:IE“'*" to succeed the

foregoing as a junior Vice-President of the
Board of Ceremonies.

The remainder of to-day’s Gazefte is

ocenpied with a contiuuation of the me-
morial relating to the enguiry into the
Tung-hiang outrages in Sze-ch'wan,
. Dec. 10th.—A decree cashiering or plac-
Ing in compulsory retirement a list of dis-
trict and department Magistrates in Chihli ;
denounced by Li Hung-chang as guilty of
corruption and malversation, or as incom-
petent to discharge the dufies of their
office.

The remainder of the Guzette is occupied
with the concluding portion of the Sze-

i ch’wan memorial,

Dee. 11th.—(1) A decree based upon a
meworial from the Censor Féng K'ing-lin,
who has represented the necessity of eom-
mands being issued enjoining increased
attention to the diligent discharge of the
duties of administration.  The high
authorities throughout the Empire are
directed hereupon to call upon all their
subordinates to be active in applying
remedies to all hardships and grievances
affecting the well-being of the people at
large. The statement being advanced by the
same Censor in a postscript memorial, to
the effect that in the province of Kirin
cases of homicide are allowed to pass un-
noticed, squeezes are levied from the
miners, and duties are illegally imposed by
ofticial underlings, the attention of the
Military Governor is called to these
charges, and he is directed to give orders
to all his subordinates to rectify the alleged
abuses. £

(2) T’an Chung-lin, Governor of Shensi,
memorializes in reply to an Imperial decree
bringing to his knowledge the tenour of
accusations which had been laid before the
Throne by a certain individual, to the
effect that the local authorities in the pro-
vince of Shensi were careless of the vital
interests of the populationinconnection with
the prevailing famine, and also of a memo-
rial presented by the Court of Censors,
embodying a statement lodged with them
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by certain notables, imploring measures of
salvation for the afflicted districts in Shensi.
The Governor, on being commanded to
offer his observations hereupon, has been
overwhelmed with consternation at the
sound of the Tmperial commands, and he
must acknowledge himself unpardonably
guilty in that his imperfect discharge of duty
should have entailed the present calamity
of drought upon the province, whilst, in
addition, his failure to adopt the measures
which are requisite has evoked the present
manifestationof discontent. Henevertheless
trusts to the discriminating consideration
of the Sacred One for immunity from severe
chastisement. In pursuance of the earnest
exhortations addressed to him by his
Sovereign, he can promise that where he is
in fault he will amend, and where the
charges alleged are groundless he will exert
himself even more strenuously than before.
He proceeds to exculpate himself from the
accusations brought against him of wilfully
ignoring the extent of the calamity that has
befallen the provinee, of neglecting to make
proper provision for relief, and of surround-
ing himself with an armed force for his
personal security.—For rescript, accepting
the explanations tendered, see Guzeffe of
November 2Gth.

(2) Ina postseript to the foregoing report,
the Governor of Shensi rebuts the accusa-
tion bronght by an anonymous memorialist
against the Licutenant-Governor and Finan-
cial Commissioner of the provinee, Tsiang
Ning-hioh, who had been represented as
old and infirm, and invisible for six months
at a time to his subordinates. It was
farther represented that in respect of his
public functions he is entirely guided by
an employé named Yii, who turns to profit-
able acconnt the desiuns of intriguers for
advancement. The Governor denies the
truth of each of these allegations.—For
rescript, see Gazette of Nov, 26th.

Dec. 12th.—(1) A Decree. In view of
the wide extent of country in the provinee
of Honan which is affected by the prevailing
calamity of dronght, We connmnand that the
Vice-President of the Board of Punishments,
Yitan Pao-héng, do proceed to that provinee
to assist in the administration of relief.

(2) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of
the Two Hu provinces, memorializes
representing the impracticability of supply-
ing the quota of the provincial revenue in
kind, according to the instructions of the
Board of Revenue, and soliciting sanction
to a continuance of the practice of levying
the grain-tax by a commutation in money.
He proposes remitting the requisite funds
to Shanghai, as on the last yearly ocecasion,

for the purchase through the China
Merchants” Company of 30,000 piculs of
rice, to be forwarded by sea to Tientsin.—
Rescript :  Let the Board of Revenue
consider and report.

Dee. 13th.—The Governor-General of
Yiinnan, etc., Liu Ch'ang-yeo, memorializes
reporting that as Tu Jui-lien, the Lieuten-
ant-Governor of Yiinnan, has been com-
manded to take temporary charge of the
office of Governor of the province (see
Glazette of Oct. 6th), and it is necessary in
consequence that his own duties be placed
in the keeping of a locum fenens, the
Judicial Commissioner of the province,
Ts’ang King-yii, has been selected as quali-
fied by his experience and character to
take this position, and the Intendant of the
Salt Revenue, Shén Show-yung, is ap-
pointed to act in the last-named official’s
stead. The Intendant of the Southern
section of the province, Shih Tsiin-sin, is
named as acting Intendant of the Salt
Revenue.

Dec. 14th.—(Abstracts of memorials)—
To a memorial received from Ting Jih-
ch'ang, Governor of Fuhkien, asking per-
mission to resign his office, the following
rescript has been received :—The Governor
in question has been wont to discharge his
duties with sufficient activity. We grant
him a renewed congé of three months for
the restoration in tranquillity of his health.
He need not vacate his oftice. The affairs
connected with the government of Fuhkien
are of importance. Let him, therefore, re-
turn without delay to his post, so soon as
his recovery is accomplished, to the end
that the functions incumbent upon him
may be duly discharged.

(1) A decree based upon the report pre-
sented by the Board of Civil Offige, sub-
mitting the penalties incurred by the high
authorities of the provinee of Honan.
The Lieutenant-Governor, Liu Ts’i-hien, is
prononnced guilty of improper conduct in
having made application to his superior for
theremoval fromoftice of district ofticials who
had reported their jurisdictions as stricken
with famine, which reports he characterized
as false, whilst he continned to levy the
ordinary taxation in regions where exemp-
tion or remission should have been granted.
As recommended by the Board, he is dis-
missed from his office.  The Governor, Li
King-ngao, is equally open to censure, on
the ground of his having acceded to the
application made to him for the removal of
district officials from their posts, and his
having failed to take proper measures be-
times on the province being afflicted with a
visitation of drought and scarcity. In
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conformity with the recommendation of the |

Board, he is degraded by three steps of
rank and to be removed to other employ,
without privilege of setting off previous
cominendations against this penalty.

(2) A decree based upon a memorial from
the Censor T’ang Shu-nan, who has re-
ported that of late, in various divisions of
Peking, the existence of certain rascally

fomenters of litigation, who make it their |

profession to undertake the presentation
of charges before the tribunals, has made
itself felt. He asks that orders be given
for their apprehension and punishment.
The Yamén of Gendarmerie and the eivil
authorities are commanded to take proceed-
ings accordingly.

(8) A decree appointing She Tséng (one
of the Comptrollers of the Household and
formerly ¢ Hoppo ' at Canton) to the office
of Brigade-General of the Bordered Red

* Mongolian Bauner.

(4) The Censor Chang Kwan-chun memo-
rializes referring to the measures instituted
by Imperial command for reducing the cur-
rent prices of foodstuffs at Peking, by or-
dering importations of grain to be provided
on the part of the Governor-General Li
Hung-chang, through the agency of the
China Merchants’ Steamship Company—
notwithstanding which, however, the memo-
rialist had found that, instead of declining,
the prices of foodstuffs at Peking had on
the contrary gone up very shortly after
this decision was arrived at. The memo-
rialist was at first unable to acconnt for
this fact ; but he has learnt that the offi-
cials deputed by the Governor-General of
Chihli to provide importations of grain
have actually been buying up stocks in the
immediate environs of the capital, and
have even gone so far as to purchase
rice coming from the Imperial granaries in
Peking itself. The quantities finding their
way Into the dealers’ hands are con-
sequently diminished instead of being in-
creased, by proceedings which are sub-
stantially the same as those of dishonest
regraters of bread. The Censor urges that
commands be given to Li Hung-chang re-
quiring him to prohibit the purchasing the
grain in and around Peking by his official
agents, and also to see that passes be izsued
at Tientsin on behalf of no other grain than
that which is actually imported by sea.—
For rescript see Gazette of Nov. 26th.

(5) T'an Chung-lin, Governor of Shensi,
memorializes reporting the various steps he
has taken for the provision of supplies to
meet the prevailing scarcity in that provinee.
He acknowledges the receipt of a Council
despatch forwarding copy of a decree issued

'

on the 22nd October, in which a memorial
submitted by the Governor-General Tso
Tsung-t'ang with reference to the relief of
distress in Shensi and Kansuh was for-
warded for his information. The subject

| in question has already been carefully dis-

cussed in correspondence hetween the
memorialist and the Governor-General
with his colleagne Lin Tien, and in
addition to the amounts set aside
from the provincial treasury, the sum of
Taels 300,000 heretofore borrowed by Tso
Tsung-t'ang has been refunded, to  meet
the expenditure required for the purchase
of grain. The scarcity prevailing gen-
erally throughout the province is such
that it has been necessary to look
beyond its limits for supplies, and pur-
chases have been made both at Pao-t'ow
Chén, on the north, and from Hupeh and
Hunan in the south. The diffieulty and
cost of transport have, however, been
aggravated by the drought, which has
reduced the waters of the river Siang to a
very low state, the river Han falling to
such an extent as to be fordable by pas-
sengers on foot, and the river Tan having
become wholly unnavigable. Officials have
consequently been sent to Fan Ch'én to
make an experiment in the way of land-
transport by cart to T'ung-kwan. If this
succeeds, it will be proceeded with on a
large scale. Contributions are being raised
among the notables of the province, to
provide further means for the purchase of
supplies, and relief-agencies have been set
on foot at the provineial capital for the dis-
tribution of food. An accurate enumeration
of the individuals requiring relief is re-
cognized as a point of primary importance,
in order to the prevention of fraud. Some
30,000 individuals are already being sup-
ported by the seven relief-agencies in
working order at the provincial capital.
Rain has fallen in suflicient quantities in
certain parts of the province during October
to enable the winter wheat to be sown, and
there are hopes of a suflicient farther rain-
fall to afford a prospect of a spring harvest.
—Rescript, commanding the Governor to
omit no measure that is requisite for the
relief of the prevailing distress.

Dec., 15th —(1) A decree based upon a
report presented by the Board of War, on
the penalties adjudged against the High
Commissioners who are respousible for
recommending as ‘‘ highly distinguished,”
at the recent military inspection, two
officers who have lately been convicted of
frauds in connection with the issue of pay
to the Yiian-ming-yiian Banner soldiery.
With reference to the High Commissioners
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in question, namely, the Imperial ‘“Duke”
King Show (son-in-law of the Emperor
Tao Kwang), and the Banmer commandants,
ete., Kw'én-ch'ukh-lin-ch’in, Ngan-hing-al,
and T'o-yiin, who were judged by the
Board of War to have incurred the penalty
of degradation by two steps of rank and
removal to other employ, it is ordained,
as an act of special grace, that the
sentence bhe substituted of degradation
by four steps of rank with retention
in office. At the expiry of eight years, if no
shorteoming be recorded in the meanwhile
against them, they may be restored to their
late rank,

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial
from the Yamén of Gendarmerie, which
has reported the apprehension of three
criminals, charged with acts of robbery,
who come from places at a distance from
Peking. It is commanded that the pris-
oners be handed over to the Board of
Punishments to be proceeded against with

all stringency.

(3) A Decree. Let T'u Tsung-ying féb
— .
-,

‘ﬁ be transferred (from Kwangsi) to

fill the post of Governor of the province of
Honan. Until he arrives at his new post,
let Li Hoh-nien, Director-General of the
Yellow River, assume charge of the office
conjointly with his own. Let Yang Chung-

ya %Eﬂﬁ (now Lieutenant-Governor)

succeed to the post of Governor of Kwangsi.

(4) A Decree. Let Yii Kw'an % ‘E

(now Judicial Commissioner of Shensi)
succeed to the post of Lieutenant-Governor

of Honan. Let K'ing Yii %fg’ succeed
him as Judicial Commissioner of Shensi.
(N.B.—K’ing Yii was Fu Yin or Civil
Governor of Shéng-king until the decease of
the Military GovernorTs'ung Shih in Decem-
ber last, when he was recalled to Peking. )

Dee. 16th.—(1) A Decree. Let Leh
Fang-k'i succeed to the post of Lieutenant-
Governor of Kwangsi. Let Kung Yih-t'u
(at present Taotai at Chefoo) succeed him as
Judicial Commissioner of Kiangsu.

(2) Tséng Kwoh-ts'iian, Governor of
Shansi, memorializes denouncing for punish-
ment the jail-warden of the Féng-yang
district, on the oceasion of an act of suicide
by hanging committed by one of the pris-
oners, under sentence of death, for whose
safekeeping he is responsible. The Board
is commanded to adjudicate a penalty in
his case.

(3) The same functionary memorializes,
referring to the prevalence of a state of
famine throughout the Southern half of the

J wovince, and representing
2 1

that whilst
the population at large are peaceably
disposed and submissive to such a degree
that they are ready to endure death
by starvation without a murmur, the coun-
try is at the same time infested by gangs of

| armed banditti and professional salt smug-

glers, who make the famine a pretext for
acts of robbery and brigandage. He sub-
mits the absolute necessity of exercising
exceptional powers of summary execution
in the case of prisoners of this class, and
proposes that, for the future, on fthe
evidence taken by the local authorities
having been submitted to and revised by
the Judicial Commissioner of the province,
orders for the immediate infliction of capital
punishment at the scene of capture or trial
may forthwith be issued.—Rescript : Leé
the Board of Punishments take note.

(4) Tséng Kwoh-tsiian farther me-
morializes dwelling upon the necessity
for assistance in the work of forwarding
the supplies of grain destined for the
relief of the famine-stricken districts, and
mentioning the name of the expectant
Taotai Chu K'i-chao ﬂ% ﬂ %, who was
for some time the Manager of the China
Merchants’ Steamship Company at Tientsin.
Having been presented in audience this
year at the capital, he received credentials
from the Board of Civil Office, appointing
him to the province of Hupeh as an ex-
pectant Taotai. When passing through
Tientsin he was deputed by the Governor-
General Li Hung-chang to undertake the
management of the forwarding office at
Pao-ting Fu; and subsequently, on an
application on the part of the memorialist,
he was transferred to the Hwai-luh office,
where he has rendered great services in the
forwarding of supplies in concert with the
expectant Prefect Chang P'éng. As, how-
ever, he is bound by regulation to present
himself in the provinee of Hupeh by a fixed
date, the memorialist has forwarded to the
Governor-General Li Hung-chang the letter
of appointment issued to Chu K'i-chao by
the Board of Civil Oflice, requesting that it
be sent officially to the Governor-General
of Hupeh, to be by him returned to the
Board to be cancelled, the date of receipt
of -the letter in Hupeh being taken as
equivalent to that of the arrival of the
officer in question at his post. So soon as
the famine-relief operations in Shanse are
concluded, he will proceed to veport him-
self in Hupeh.—Reseripl : It is noted.

Dec. 17th.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from the Court of Censors,
forwarding a complaint lodged by one Kia
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Yung-t'ai, a native of the metropolitan
district, who has alleged that his son had
been murdered, and that the actual perpe-
trator of the crime has been set at liberty.
The complaint is to the effect that
appellant’s son had been murdered by
his wife and others,—that the woman,
on being arraigned for trial at the Board
of Punishments, was encouraged by the
slight degree of torture applied to refuse
to confess the truth, and that, after the
case had been suffered to lie in abeyance
for upwards of a year, the Board had set
all the parties free. In view of the gravity
of the circumstances alleged, it is com-
manded, hereupon, that the accused persons
and witnesses be brought before the Board
and subjected to a stringent examination,
to the end that the truth may without fail
be elicited, and a sentence pronounced
thereupon according to law.

(2) A decree based upon a memorial from
the Court of Censors, forwarding a com-
plaint lodged by Lin Tai-she, widow of an
official of the province of Fuhkien, alleging
that on her son, Lin Wén-ming, having been
made the vietim of a false accusation by
one Lin Ying-she, the official deputy named
Ling Ting-kwoh had endeavoured to extort
money from him, and, failing in this
attempt, had entrapped him into his hands
and had unlawfully compassed his death.
For eight years this wrong had remained
unredressed, andnotwithstanding allappeals
for justice, the guilty party has not been
brought to trial.  In this case, a complaint
was lodged at Peking in October, 1871, on
behalf of the present appellant, and the
provincial government was commanded by
rescript to take action in the matter. In
Mareh, 1876, the complainant lodged a
renewed appeal at Peking, upon which
orders were 1ssued to the provineial govern-
ment to institute a stringent enguiry. In
October last, a report was received from the
Governor-General Ho King, stating that
the case had not yet been wound up.  After
so many years have already elapsed, the
proceedings cannot be allowed to drag on
indefinitely. In order that it may be
positively ascertained whether, in reality,
Lin Wén-ming met his death by a wrongful
act, the Governor-General and Governor of
Fuhkien are commanded to cause the parties
and documents relating to this case to be
brought before them, and to institute a
searching investigation for the establishment
of the actual facts. (For a statement of
the particulars of this case, in which Li
Ch'ao-t’ang, at present Customs’ Taotai at
Tientsin, is involved, see Gazette of March
50th, 1876.)

(3) A Decree. Let Fang Ju-yih

jiij{ E succeed to the post of Intend-

ant of the Téng-Lai-Ts'ing circuit—;
Taotai at Chefoo.é (N .B.m%‘an:c:}t;;}f'i;
one of the senior clerks of the Yamén of
Foreign Affairs.)

,(4 and 5) Memorials from Tséng Kwoh-
ts'iian, Governor of Shansi, reporting the
dispersion of the band of mounted b1-i§a11d3
who had lately been infesting the country
to the westward of Pao-t'ow Chén, and the
capture of their ringleader. The number
of these disturbers of the peace was about
600, including professional highwaymen,
disbanded braves, etc., and the troops sent
against them had completely routed them,
with heavy loss. In an action fought in
the middle of November, after several minor
engagements, 37 of the brigands were killed
on the spot, 11 were taken prisoners and
put to death, and 113 horses and mules,
with mueh spoil in the way of swords,
spears, flags, and foreign guns, fell into the
hands of the victors. The late leader of
the band was subsequently overtaken and
captured. He gave his name as Ts'ao
Hung-chao, and on being questioned stated
that he was 22 years of age, and that a
month previously, whilst on his way with
some horses for sale to a certain point, he
fell in with some disbanded braves who
stated that they had assembled a band of
followers which they invited him to join. .
He did so, and was elected by the whole
band as their chief.—The memorial con-
cludes with recommendations of the officers
who have distinguished themselves on this
oceasion. In a postscript, the measures
taken to increase the number of troops in
the neighbourhood in question are detailed.

Dec. 18th.—(1) A deeree in answer to a
memorial from the Assistant Reader of the
Han-lin College, Chang P’ei-lun, who has
pointed out that the langnage employed by
the Governor of Shensi in the explanations
submitted by him (see Gazette of 11th inst.)
is of a reprehensible nature, and has
solicited that a reprimand be administered
to him. On receipt of complaints from
notables of the province in question,
alleging shortcomings on the part of
T’an Chung-lin, the Governor aforesaid,
in dealing with the condition of affairs
produced by drought, We issued a decree
calling upon him, in any particulars in
which the charges might be true, to amend
his action, and where they might be
devoid of foundation, to use redoubled
efforts in the discharge of his duty. The
explanation subsequently laid before Us
by T’an Chung-lin was not unsatisfactory ;
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and, with the knowledge already possessed
by the Sovereign of the activity displayed
by the Governor aforesaid, a special honour
was accorded in the issue of a public decree,
calling upon him to conduct the measures
adopted for the relief of distress in such
wise as to shew himself worthy of the
trust reposed in him, without calling
him strictly to account for the expres-
sions used in his memorial. On perusal,
now, of Chang Pei-lun’s observations,
that the Governor aforesaid has permitted
himself to adopt a disputatious tone in
his reply, with much that is reprehen-
sible in the language he uses, for which
reason it is solicited that he be reprimanded
lest an opening be given to a haughty
spirit of insubordination, commands are
now laid upon the Governor aforesaid that
he attend henceforward to his duties with an
earnest mind, and devote himself with all
thoroughness to the accomplishment of
whatever relates to the functions of govern-
ment and the proper control of his subordi-
nates, without indulging in the slightest
degree, to the inevitable detriment of his
official trust, in sallies of temper.

(2 and 3) The Court of Censors memori-
alize forwarding the two following appeals,
vig :—

a. From a native of Chehkiang, named
Hu Shun-kow, complaining of depredations
committed with the sanction of their com-
manding officer by a body of irregular
troops. (See Gazette of 1st inst.)

b. From a lady of official position of the
province of Honan, complaining of the
imprisonment of her husband with a view
to extortion.

Referred in the nsual manner.

Dee. 19th.—No documents of importance.

Dee. 20th.—(1) A decree based npon a
memorial from the Governor-General of
Fuh-kien, ete., who has impeached Chang
Kin-kien, Magistrate of the Lo-yiian dis-
trict, near Foochow, and solicited his dis-
missal from the public service in perpetuity.
The official in question is acensed of having
deposited sums of money in a local cash-
shop, with the object of making a profit
out of exchange, of endeavouring to extort
a penalty from one of his tax-clerks who
was in arrears with the revenue collection,
and whose danghter he tried to force this
individual to surrender to him as a con-
cubine. Itis farther alleged against him
that on payment of the arrears owing being
made to him by the defaulter's son, the
documents tendered in payment proving to
be notes issued by his own cash-shop, he
summoned the whole of the persons em-
ployed in the shop for an enquiry, and

instead of releasing them, caused some
twenty or twenty-five of the publie, who
had come to witness the trial, to be flogged.
As a result of this proceeding, an émente
was excited, his yamén was mobbed, and
the shops of the place were closed by com-
mon accord. For conduct so disgraceful
and so much opposed to the public liking,
the official in question is dismissed the
public service with sentence of perpetual
exclusion.

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial
from the Governor of Nganhwei, who has
impeached a department and a district
Magistrate for misappropriations of revenue
collected by them. In one case the amount
claimed as due is Taels 18,600 and odd,
and in the other Taels 3,600 and odd.
The defaulters are stripped of their rank,
and proceedings are ordered to be taken
against them.

(3) Yen King-ming, the special High
Commissioner appointed to superintend the
famine-relief operations in Shansi, memori-
alizes submitting a statement of his pere-
grinations and of the measures he has
adopted to inform the population of the
Tmperial bounty and to guard, through the
agency of notifications plentifully displayed,
against malpractices on the part of official
underlings and tax-collectors, He is work-
ing in perfect accord with the provincial
Governor, Tséng Kwoh-ts'tian.

(4) Shén Pao-chéng, Governor-General
of the two Kiang provinces, reverently sub-
mits to the Sacred Glance a memorial drawn
up in obedience to the decree command-
ing that the question of prohibiting the
use of opium be taken into consideration ;
in which, as a preliminary measure, he
impeaches certain officials who have become
contaminated with the vice, to the end
that the conduect of those who should serve
as an example to others may be duly regu-
lated, and the growth of moral influences
stimulated. He wonld premise by observ-
ing that the evil wrought by opium
is a fact of which, at the outset, almost
every one was conscions ; and the reccgni-
tion of an existing evil implies the cherish-
ing of a hope for the time when the stain
can be brushed away and the flaw removed.
In other words, the enemy once clearly
distinguished as such, he may be over-
thrown. Since, however, the practice has
become widely prevalent, that which was
at one time considered a deadly poison has

| now come to be looked upon as any ordinary

article of food, such as tea or rice. Habit
has sanctioned its use, and the right feel-
ing which loathes and abhors it has well-
nigh vanished from existence. Where
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individuals of the lower orders fall victims
to the practice, their conduct is bewailed
by parents, wives, and children, who, in
their powerlessness to resist the tendency
of those belonging to them, look to the
action of Government for repression or ex-
hortation.  If, nevertheless, the official
body itself is found, without distinction of
persons, to be carried away by the stream,
then, whilst those in authority are restrained
from expressing disapproval by a sense of
their own shortcoming, it is not to be ex-
ected that the masses beneath them will
otherwise than bold and reckless in their
conduct. Even though the exhortations
that proceed from the loving regard of the
Sacred One be ever so earnest, the practice
will have established itself unassailably.
Your servant would submit that in the
same way as when a man’s entire body is
attacked by disease, the first objects to
which the administration of remedies must
be directed are the points of vital im-
portance. It is by dealing with the in-
ward organs that the extremities may be
gradually restored. The official body being
established as an example for the people
generally, it follows that whilst some
excuse may be made on behalf of
individual members of the population,
who look [upon prohibitions] as an empty
form, on the ground that their trans-
gression is unintentional and due to
ignorance ; in the case of officials, on the
other hand, who attain their advancement
through study of the laws, it is a manifest
duty to be diligent in upholding their own
integrity. If, on the contrary, those who
make a career of the profession of arms
and those, no less, who choose the study
of literature as their means of advancement,
are alike found among the number who
fall victims to the practice, and who drift
on without knowing whither they arc being
borne away, then, indeed, unless the action
of the law be set in motion from above, and
exemplary punishment befall the few as a
warning to the many, it were idle to expect
that admonitions, addressed though they
might be, daily, to the assembled people of
the Empire, would be productive of other
result than provoking taunts from the
greater number.

Moreover, once deeply impregnated with
the poison of opium, it must infallibly be
the case that [the victim’s] resolution is
undermined, and his physical strength
abated. His every action becomes degraded,
and he suffers injury without end. When
his Majesty has not disdained, in his desire
to purity the conduct of the officers of Gov-
ernment, to cry out with a loud voice to

arouse [his subjects] to a sense of their con-
dition, were his servants to shrink through
dread of inc_urring_ odium from giving utter-
ance to their sentiments, how should they
endure, in the night-watches, the response
of an awakened conscience ?

To subject now to punishment, in the
first instance, those individuals respecting
whom all voicesare agreed in theirverdict, it
remains to be stated that Lin Hien, Taotai of
the Intendancy of Hwai-ngan and Yang-chow
—Tu Weén-lan, an expectant Taotai—ILi
Téh-p'u, Magistrate holding appointment
to the Suh-ts'ien district,—and the ex-
pectant district Magistrates Tséng Shao-hiin
and Li Ch'éng, are individuals of whom it
is a matter of common notoriety that they
are contaminated with the vice, and a re-
quest must be submitted that upon these
five individuals Your Majesties will be
pleased to inflict immediate deprivation of
their official rank, by way of warning to
their fellows. As for the rest, those whose
personal appearance gives ground for sus-
picion, impeachment shall hereafter follow
on evidence being obtained by the farther
enquiry that shall be instituted. In the
case of those who take warning and who
actually reform their conduet, it would
seem that the past may be condoned ; but
if the habit be still persevered in, though it
were to be in the case of individuals distin-
guished by the mostconspicuousabilities and
attainments, Your servant would still not
venture to shew a leaning in their favour.
To do this were to encourage the continu-
ance of a practice that would become as
irreparable as the form of the once sub-
sided billow. By following the course of
action indicated, it may be possible to
remove ground of complaint on the part of
the lower orders, and to stimulate measures
of active moral reform.

As regards the practice of opium-smoking
on the part of the soldiery, both of the
Banner and the Chinese forces, it is in
itself a violation of military law, and Your
servant will exert every effort, in con]él.tw-
tion with the General-in-chief of the Ban-
ner troops at Nanking, the Director-
General of the Grain Transportation Corps,
the provincial Governor, and the Manchu
Briga.de-Genemls, as also thfa Genemla_; a'l_:ld
Brigade-Generals of the various provincial
commands, toward taking the measures
which are called for with the object of re-
storing implicit obedience and preventing a
spread of the evil habit. He accordingly
submits the present memorial, etc., etc.
For rescript see Gazette of 2nd December.
(N.B.—The present is the first reference
which has been made in the Guzette to the
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memorial forwarded from England by the
envoy Kwoh on the subject of opium-
smoking and the cultivation of the poppy,
a translation of which, from the text as
published in the Chinese newspapers, ap-
peared in print in August last. The
laboured and pedantic tone of the Governur-
General's memorial indicates a design of
treating this question on a different footing
from ordinary public business, and rather
to improve the occasion from a moralist's
point of view.)

Dec. 21st.—(1) A decree based upon a
memorial from Wu Yiian-ping, Governor
of Kiangsu, who has represented that a
habit has grown up of late among officials
when placed in mourning through the death
of a parent, and who are bound by law to
return to their native homes to observe the
restrictive rites, of lingering about the
capital of the province in which they have
either held substantive office or have been
on the expectant list, with the object of
intriguing for employment on special com-
missions or other temporary functions. This
practice is stated to have become established
as a regular habit, and scandalous it is in
the extreme. For the future, the high
authorities of all the provinces are com-
manded to maintain a stringent surveillance
over all officials within their jurisdiction,
whether holding substantive office or on
the expectant list, and, in the event of
any such continuing to linger about the
provineial eapital, to compel them to return
to their family homes. In the event of
any such being found to have merely sent a
relative in their stead, and to have falsely
reported their return to their home, upon
which they apply for the despatch enabling
them to resume their official position at
the expiry of the period of mourning, they
are forthwith to be rigorously impeached,
to the end that the rule of conduct to be
observed by the official body may be ob-
served in its integrity, and conformity be
shewn to the established system of regula-
tions. The Boards concerned are ordered
to take note hereof.

(2) Ch'ung How, acting Governor-Gen-
eral of Shéngking, memorializes with
reference to the rank to be assigned to the
new territorial authority established in the
region lately brought under administrative
control on the eastern border. The late
acting Military Governor, Ts'ung Shih, had
proposed to convert the 7"ing or independ-
ent sub-prefecture of Ch'ang-t'n E tﬁ %

into a Fu or Prefecture, and to establish
under the jurisdiction of its superior officer
certain sub-prefects (t'ung p’an) and depart-
ment and district Magistrates ; and the

[Drc. 20—22.

present memorialist had proposed certain
modifications in extension of the original
scheme, embracing the appointment of an
additional sub-prefect and of officers of
instruction and civilian subordinates. The
Board of Civil Office had subsequently
objected that an officer of the rank of
tung p'an could not, in conformity with
regulation, be placed under the jurisdiction
of a Prefect, and a modification in the plan
proposed was called for. It is now conse-
quently proposed that the Ch’ang-tu T'ing
shall be advanced to the status of a Fu or
Prefecture, and that the present acting
sub-Prefect, Chao Show-pih by name, a
native of Chihli, aged 56, who is pronounced
a man of exceptional merit, be promoted
to the rank of Prefect as first incumbent
of the new office. It is proposed, addition-
ally, in order to remove the objection
pointed out by the Board, that the
sub-Prefecture of Féng-hwa be converted
into a district, the incumbent having at
the same time the rank of i She T ung-
che, or Prefectural Commissary, confer-
red upon him, which will enable him to
exercise control over the Mongol as well
as the Chinese population. The establish-
ment of an additional district, under the

name of Hwai-teh Hien Tgfg HZ, com-

pletes the series of proposals. The Boards
concerned are directed to consider and
report hereupon without delay. (See Gazette
of April 5th.)

Dec. 22nd.—The Governor-General and
Governor of Fuhkien memorialize sub-
mitting a statement of the revenue derived
in that province from salt, in connection
with recommendations for promotion on
behalf of the officials engaged in the col-
lectorate. They represent that on a decision
having been arrived at in 1865, to substitute
for the ancient gabelle system that of dis-

tribution under licenses @@, it was

decreed that the total a.mm‘mt collected
during the first experimental period, under
the three heads of regular duty, waste-

allowance, and lekin % %‘E E = ﬁ,
namely, Taels 405,000 and odd, should be
regarded as the annual standard amount of
levy ; commendation to be accorded in the
case of the full amount being raised, and
penalties adjudged in the contrary event.
By a subsequent arrangement, the lekin on
salt for the Prefecture of Ting-chow, for
which no regulation amount was fixed, was
left to be included in the ‘‘ surplus cellec-
tion” accounts ; and furthermore, in con-
sideration of the difficulties under which
the 23 salt-agencies of the Prefecture of
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Shao-wu and other parts of the province
laboured, a reduction of 20 per cent. was
allowed in their case, whereby the sum of
Taels 25,600 and odd was struck off. This
left Taels 379,600 and odd as the total to
be collected under the three heads above-
named, plus the amount of Taels 18,500
newly added as extra duty and lekin
for the Prefecture of Tai-wan (Formosa.)
The total consequently stood at Taels
398,159 in all. It has now to be
reported that for the two annual periods,
respectively ending on 24th June, 1875, and
on 12th June, 1876, the amounts collected
under the above three heads have been as
follows, viz., in the first period Tls. 434,780,
and, in the second period, Tls. 437,509.
Beside this, ¢“surplus collection” has been
made in the two periods above-named to
the following amount, viz :—
ENCIBTD ociaaaiinmabsivis Taels 33,374
In-dBT6 ivivasvnian » 96,037

A list of the officials to whose activity
these satisfactory results are due is
appended, with a request for the bestowal of
the customary rewards.—Rescript : Let the
Boards concerned consider and report. The
list is issued to them herewith.

(2) The Governor of Hunan memorializes
reporting the apprehension in the Wan-
ling district of a noted kidnapper, one of a
set of ruffians who, it is explained, make
the abduction of women and girls for sale a
constant practice,. The individual appre-
hended was found guilty of the abduction
of & woman while walking along a road,
having also attacked and severely wounded
with a sword his victim’'s sister, who
endeavoured to effect her rescue. The
malefactor in question has been summarily
executed, and steps have been taken to
effect the seizure of his accomplices.—Re-
geript : It is noted.

Dee. 23rd.—(1) The Censor Li Kia-yoh
memorializes impeaching the Lieutenant-
Governor (Financial Commissioner) of Ho-

nan, Liu Ts'i-hien 31] @ ?ﬁ, on the
ground of his having wilfully suppressed
reports of the famine-stricken condition of
the province, and obtained the sanction of
the Governor to the removal of the Prefect
of Wei-hwei Fu from his post for sending
in such a report. The functionary in ques-
tion is farther denounced as having con-
tinued to insist upon the revenue being
collected in the various districts of the
province up to the proportion of 80 per
cent. of the total amount leviable, and
intimidating the local authorities from
making any representations of the real
state of affairs.

It is alleged, in plain |

language, that his object was to secure
the profit accruing to himself from the
surplus amount collected under the head
of ‘“weight allowance.” He is accused
also of violent and overbearing conduct
toward the Governor, Li K'ing-ngao. The
memorialist, himself a native of Honan
adds @lm't when returning last year fron;.
!115 mission as Special Literary Examiner
in Kwangsi, althongh he did not visit
the provineial capital of Honan, he never-
theless passed along the line of post-
road through that provinee in both going
and returning, and the reports he then
heard concerning Liu Ts'i-hien’s dicta-
torial conduct to his superior, and his
oppression of his subordinates, have been
confirmed by the statements that have been
made to him subsequently by persons who
have visited Peking of late. Having been
twice honoured with audiences in the course
of the present year, in which the Imperial
commands were vouchsafed to the effect
that, in representations to the Throne, he
should not base his statements upon merely
idle words, and that, in dealing with affairs,
he should not allow himself to be influenced
by regard for individual interests, he feels
bound to bring the facts within, his know-
ledge to the notice of the sovereign, and to
solicit commands which shall act as a warn-
ing to those who endanger the welfare of
the territory committed to their charge.
(For decree, cashiering the impeached
official, see Gazette of 14th inst.)

(2 and 3) Postseript memorials from the
same Censor, denouncing the Taotais Liu
Ch’éng-chung and Yin Kéng-yiin, of the
province of Honan, for inefliciency and cor-
rupt conduct. Yin Kéng-yiin, in particular,
is accused of being influenced by bribery
whilst holding the Taotaiship of the Ho-
Shen-Ju Intendancy, and it is related of
him that when a popular disturbance broke
out'in the Ling-pao district, in consequence
of the oppressive conduct of the Magistrate
in supporting the action of the local notables
at the head of the local transport office, and
on an official being deputed by Liu Ts’i-hien,
whilst temporarily acting as Governor of the
province, to procéed to the spot to institute
an enquiry, the Taotai took it upon himself
to order the official in question to return to
the provincial capital. The acting Governor
remarked upon this to some of his staff,
that this was an act of contempt toward
the Taotai’s superiors, and that he would
assuredly overhaul the bribery transaction
in which the functionary in question h
previously been implicated. Yin Kéng-yiin,
on hearing of this, instantly proceeded,
travelling day and night, to the proviucial
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capital, and—the memorialist is unable to
say by what means—arranged the affair, and
quietly returned to his post. He is now
further accused of suppressing reports of
a state of famine in districts under his
control, thus lending himself to further the
ruinous policy pursued by the Lieutenant-
Governor to the detriment of the population.
(See Gazette of 14th inst.) .

(4) A postseript memorial in which the
Censor Yii Shang-hwa accuses Li K’ing-
ngao, Governor of Honan, of suppressing
the facts relating to the distressed condition
of the provinece.

Dec. 24th. —(Court Circular.) Yiian
Pao-héng had audience of leave on his
departure for Honan as special Com-
missioner.

The whole of this day’s Gazette is occu-

ied with the report presented by Ts'ung
%’i and Shao Héng-yii, the Imperial Com-
missioners appointed to investigate the
state of affairs in the province of Honan.
For rescript summarizing their statements,
followed by the degradation and removal
of the Governor Ii K’ing-ngao and the
Lieutenant-Governor Liu Ts'i-hien, see
Gazette of 14th instant. The Vice-President
Ts’'ung-K'i adds, in conclusion, that the
duties of the special commission being now
completed, he returns to Peking, whilst

Shao Héng-yii proceeds, according to his
instructions, to take up his post as Governor
of Hupeh.

Dee. 25th.—(1) A decree appointing Ki

She-ch'ang fﬁl}lﬂtﬁ- to act as a Vice-

President of the Board of Punishments
during the absence of Yiian Pao-héng as a
special Commissioner,

(2) A decree placing certain officials at
the disposal of Yian Pao-héng, at his
request, to assist him on his mission to
supervise the distribution of relief in
Honan.

(8) A decree based upon a memorial
from Yiian Pao-héng, who has solicited
sanction to the issue of brevets for the
peacock-feather and the blue-plume decor-
ation, to be offered to contributors (i. e.
purchasers) with a view to the raising of
funds which are urgently required for
the relief of the pressing necessities of
the province of Honan,—and also upon a
memorial from the Supervising Censor
Kwoh Ts'ung-kii, who, on behalf of the
funds to be raised by public contribu-
tions for the benefit of the province of
Shansi, asks that substantive rank in the
degree of Taotai, Prefect, Department
Magistrate, and District Magistrate, may
be made accessible to purchasers, as well

as brevets for decorations. The Board of
Revenue is commanded to consider and
report hereupon.

(4) A decree in answer to a memoria]
from Wan Ts'ing-li, Governor-Adjoini, of
Shun-t'ien Fu, and his colleague, the Civi]
Governor, representing the necessity for
additional supplies of grain for distribution
at the relief-agencies established in various
parts of the capital, owing to the greatly
increased number of the applicants for food.
It is commanded, hereupon, that a farther
donation of 600 piculs of millet be awarded
to the P'u-tsi T'ang and Kung-téh Lin
relief-agencies, and that Tls. 600 be con-
tributed likewise from the Revenue of the
Peking Customs on the same account.

(5, 6) Postscript memorial from Ts’ung
k’i and Shao Héng-yii, in eontinuation of
the report of their joint enquiry into the
conduct of the high authorities of the prov-
ince of Honan. See Gazettes of yesterday
and of 14th inst.

Dec. 26th.—(1) A decree ordaining, with
reference to the absence of the snowfall
which is anxiously looked for in the interests
of agriculture, that a series of intercessory
services be held on the 28th inst. at the
various State Temples. His Majesty will
himself offer incense at the Ta Kao Tien,
and certain of the Imperial princes at other
places of worship.

(2) A decree appointing Mei K'i-hi

Ek.[?‘?f to the post of Prefect of T’ai-ngan
Fu, in Shantung. (N.B. Mei K’i-hi has
hitherto officiated as one of the Court of
Censors. A representation in which he
urged the stringent enforcement of the
sumptuary laws was published in the
Gazette of 14th Dec., 1875,

(3) A decree based upon a memorial from
Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General of Kan-
suh, ete., who has represented that officials
are urgently required in connection with the
military operations pending on the west-
ern frontier, and requests that certain in-
dividuals whom he names may be placed
under his orders, to the end that their
experience may be utilized. Ch’ang Shun,
formerly acting Military Governor of Ulia.
sutai, and the Hanlin Compilers Lii Yao-
tow and Wu Ta-ch’éng are hereupon ordered
to proceed without delay to Kansuh and
place themselves under Tso Tsung-t’ang’s
orders—Wu Ta-ch’éng, however, who is at
present assisting in famine relief work in
Chihli, to postpone his departure until his
employment in this capacity can be dis-
pensed with.

(4) A posteript memorial from Ts'ung
K1 and his colleague in the recent Com-
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mission of enquiry in Honan, concluding
their report with reference to the conduct
of the incriminated officials. See Gazelte
of 14th inst.

(5) Tsiin K'i, Superintendent of Customs
at Canton, reports in a postscript memo-
rial, the measures he has adopted with
a view to render duly efficient the super-
vision which it behoves him to exercise
over the outstations of his department.
His predecessors in office have never,
heretofore, personally visited the outports
of the province ; but in his own case, the
injunctions laid upon him by their Sacred
Majesties as he was taking his departure
from Peking, to let his vigilance be all-
embracing, are engraven upon the tablets
of his heart, and he will reverently observe
them in his conduct. Of late, moreover,
the receipts of opium duties at the six
stations at Hongkong and Macao have
shewn a continuous decline, to such an
extent, indeed, that the revenue does not
suffice to meet the appropriations ordered
to be supplied from it ; and a study of the
causes of this falling-off leads to the con-
clusion that smuggling cannot fail to be
rife. Again, within ten or fifteen years
after the opening of the port of Ch'ao-chow
Fu (Swatow) to foreign trade, the port of
Pakhoi has now additionally been thrown
open ; and although the regulations adopted
there have been based upon those in force
at Swatow, yet in matters relating to foreign
intercourse it is eminently desirable that
careful consideration be employed to ensure
the absence of all flaw in the arrangements
adopted, and to suit the measures taken to
local requirements. The memorialist had
it in view, accordingly, to proceed, in the
course of the month of November, taking
with him his seal of office, on a tour of
inspection to Swatow, and to avail himself
of the opportunity of visiting the various
opium duty stations of Hongkong, as well
as the different coast-ports, after wkhich
he would return to Canton to attend
to current business. After the New
Year, it was his intention to proceed
in the same manmer to K'iung-chow and
Pakhoi. He promises that he will ex-
amine into everything with careful atten-
tion, and, whilst he will on no account
venture to indulge in rash innovations, he
will at the same time equally refrain from
neglecting his duty in a spirit of supine
adherence to routine. After completing his
tour of inspection, he will submit a farther
report for the information of their Maj-
esties.—Reseript : It is noted.

Dec. 27th.—(1) A memorial from the
Censor Péng She-ch’ang, who solicits atten-

tion to the block of promotion in connec-
tion with graduates who have taken Hanlin
degrees, and who, after passing their final
examinations, become entitled, according
to the most admirable regulation applicable
in their case, to appointment, in the order
of their merit, either to posts in connection
with the Hanlin College, to secretaryships
of the Boards, or to the office of distriet
Magistrate. Of late, however, as regards
the office of secretary to the Boards, the
number of expectants has ranged from a
maximum of severalhundreds to a minimum
which does not fall short of from one to
two hundred individuals in the case of
each department. When to this comes
to be added the number who are placed on
the roster through patronage (recommenda-
tion), purchase, and acceleration of nomina-
tion or selection, the result is that from
ten to twenty years is the time required to
obtain appointment to a given post. This
is the case even in connection with the
Board of Civil Office, where appointment
goes by selection. It follows, consequently,
that the candidate whose name is recorded
in the prime of life is a greybeard before
he attains to subordinate office, and has
one foot in the grave before he rises to a
superior post. The memorialist recurs in
terms of approval to the system in force
under the T'ang and Sung dynasties, when
graduates at the literary examinations were
appointed forthwith to subordinate civilian
offices, in which they had an opportunity
of familiarizing themselves with public
duties and gaining an insight into matters
which concern the popular interest. The
example of antiquity is one which specially
commends itself to the lettered class; and
the advantage of bringing officials into im-
mediate contact with the affairs of the people
is clear. Graduates of the fsin-she class,
who receive mominations to metropolitan
rank, are allowed to exchange these for
positions as district Magistrate ; and those
who are placed upon the roster to await
selection at Peking are also permitted to
apply, in lieu of this, to be allotted to
provincial staffs forthwith. It is only in
the case of the Hanlin Bachelors nominated
to secretaryships of the Boards, that no
modification has heretofore been s_anci_ﬂ?“ﬁd H
and it is requested that the desirability of
introducing a change in this respect may
be taken into consideration.—_l}eferrad by
rescript to the Board of Civil Office for
report. . .
(2) The Governor of Nganhwei memoria-
lizes, 1eporting the completion of the
building works undertaken in connection
with the reestablishment of the Custom
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House at Wuhu, the total cost of which has
been Tls. 49,915.

Dec. 28th.—(Abstracts of memorials.)
Lin Kw'én-yih, Governor-General of the
Two Kwang, etc., has reported the follow-
ing remittances to Peking, viz :—On account
of the buildings of the Grand Tablet Hall
at the Imperial Mausolea, Tls. 20,000 ; on
account of the Mansolea in conrse of con-
struction for the Empresses Regent, Tls.
40,000 ; on account of the supplies for the
pay of the froops, etc., at the capital, Tls.
40,000 ; on account of the reserve fund of
the Board of Revenue, Tls. 40,000 ; and on
account of the Mausoleum of the late
Emperor, Tls. 20,000.

(1) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General
of Chihli, ete., memorializes reporting the
amounts which have been raised as con-
tributions toward the requirements of
famine-relief in that provinece, under the
regulations to which the Imperial sanction
has been given. The contributions collected
up to the end of April last have already
been reported (see Gazette of June 30th,
1877) ; and the following statement now
remains to be made of the amounts
additionally collected, viz., in silver,
Tls. 52,115.4.0.1., in Tientsin nominal cash,
compnted at 3,500 per Tael, T1s. 11,753.9.3.8;
in maize, pls. 5,690.5.4., equivalent, at the
rate of T1. 1.8 per picul, to Tls. 10,115.1.8.0;
in Barbadoes' millet, pls. 711.1.6.5., equiv-
alent, at the rate of TL 1.5 per picul, to
Tls. 1,066.7.4.7. The aggregate amount is
Tls. 75,050.2.6.5 (in addition to the
Tls. 214,344.7 collected to the end of April);
and the whole is accounted for under the
head of contributions supplied to meet the
requirements of the famine expenditure
dating from 1876. Lists of the contributors
are submitted, with requests for the issue
of appropriate rewards.

(2) Although not yet published in the
official Gazetfe, the memorial reporting the
advance of the Chinese expeditionary force
to Kuché, in Kashgaria, to which the Decree
published on the 4th instant relates,
is included here, in order to bring it with-
in the record of the current year. It is as
follows :—

Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General of
Kansuh, &c., Generalissimo for the cam-
paign in Turkestan, memorializes reporting
the advance of the army for the reconquest
of Kashgaria (Sin Kiang Nan Lu), the
redecupation of Karashdr and Kuché, and
the further pursuit of the enemy with the
object of effecting the capture of the city
of Aksu, in addition to which the measures
taken with reference to the communications
in the rear are likewise sct forth., Having

received some time ago, in answer to a
memorial presented, the Imperial commands
directing him, in accordance with his pro-
posal that an advance should be made with
the first commencement of autumn (i.e.,
about the middle of August), when
supplies should have been brought up in
suflicient quantity, to give the requisite
orders to this effect, instructions were
accordingly issued to the various divisional
commanders. A report has now come to
hand from Liu Kin-t'ang, Taotai of the Si-
ning Intendancy in Kansuh, decorated with
the order of the Bat'wru with the title
Fafulingah, a brevet Financial Commis-
sioner, and Commander-in-chief of the army
in the field, stating as follows :—

“On the 256th August, General T’ang
Jén-ho was sent forward from T'oksun, as
a preliminary step to occupy Subashi and
Agha Buld ; and on the Tth September, the
Brigade-Generals Tung Fuh-siang and
Chang Tsiin were despatched at the head of
three ying of infantry (probably about 1,200
to 1,600 men in all) to advance by way of
Agha Buld, Sang-shu Yiian (mulberry
garden), Kumush, Yii-shu Kow (elm ravine),
Sing Sing Tsze, and Usha Tal, with instruc-
tion to construct fortified posts, and tohalt on
reaching K'ii-hwei. General Chang Ch'un-
fah, in addition, was ordered to make his way
with the force under his command by the
footpaths along the Ila lake to rendezvous
with Chang Tsiin at K'ii-hwei. Both these
detachments were to haul supplies of fuel
with them, and to open out watering-places,
making preparations stage by stage for the
progress of the main body of the army.
On the 27th September, Liu Kin-t'ang gave
orders for a general advance of the infantry
column along the mainroad, proceeding
himself by the bye-paths at the head of
the cavalry, and on the 2nd October the
entire force had reached the rendezvous at
K'ii-hwei. It was ascertained that on the
24th September a body of the enemy’s
horse, about a hundred strong, had
approached the place, and on seeing
the array of our troops had turned
tail and dashed away. On the 3rd
October, Generals Yii Hu-ngén and Hwang
Wan-péng, at the head of fourteen
ying (say about 6,000 men) of horse and
foot, marching by way of Usha Tal, skirted
Lake Bosteng, and advanced westwards,
leaving Kurlé behind them, with the object
of serving as a flanking force ; whilst the main
body advanced on the bth October, headed
by Liu King-t'ang, along the high road in
the direction of the river K'ai-tu (Kaidu.)
The sources of this river descend from the
slopes of the T'ien Shan, their combined
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volume flowing southwardly between Kurld
and Karashdr, and falling eventually
into Lake Bosteng. This is the sheef of
water known in ancient times as the Yew

Tséh fgj] @ The rebel leader Bayen

Hu had dammed up the course of the river
Kaidu from the west bank near Karashdr,
in order to obstruct the advance of the
army, the inundation thus occasioned
spreading over the face of the country
for a distance of something like 100 I
On this being reached by Liu Kin-t'ang’s
forces, he sent cavalry forward to try the
depth, when it was found that in the
deepest parts the water was over a man’s
head, and that even in the shallowest if
came up to the horses’ cruppers. On the
following day, abandoning. the lake road,
the force advanced in the direction of the
alkaline plains, until, after marching 60 or
70 li, its progress was barred by a stream,
the depth of which was found to be
a chang and upwards. The troops were
ordered to swim across, and the winding
track leading toward the alkaline plains
was again followed. A march of about 120
li brought the troops to the east bank of the
river Kaidu, where five ying of horse and
foot were detailed to construct a bridge and
dam to stop the flow of the waters from
the upper course of the stream, and a cart-
road was constructed along the track fol-
lowed in crossing the alkaline plains. On
the Tth October (i.e., only two days after
leaving the first rendezvous at Kii-hwei),
Liu Kin-t’ang entered the city of Karashdr,
where he found the place flooded to a depth
of several ch'ih, official residences and
private dwellings having alike been utterly
destroyed, and the Turki-Mussulman popu-
lation having been compelled by Bayen
Hu to follow the movements of his force.
The few remnants of the people left hehind
had taken refuge in the mountains, and
were afraid to come forth. Lin Kin-t'ang
ordered the Mongol noble Cha-hi-télkh to
move up as quickly as possible some
hundreds of the families of his tribe, in
order to occupy this point on the line
of march, and on the 8th he advanced
with some Mongol guides to sound the
depth of the river. The expedition
crossed to the other side in licht march-
ing order, swept down by the current
in its flow, and found the country un-
inhabited, all the dwellings having been
burnt down. On the 9th October the
Karka Aman ravine was crossed, and the
advanced guard of cavalry now suddenly
came across a band of some hundred of
the enemy’s horse, which made a dash

obliquely in front of them. The
pursued them at full speed, and mc;:vﬂgg
and beheaded some 10 or 15 on the spot,
bringing in two prisoners alive. These
men were dressed in the costume of the
Kokandis (7if., the barbarians of Ngan, i.e.
Andijan), but they turned out to be Shensi
Ml}laaulmans. Their statement was to the
effect that, so soon as the autumn crops had
been got in, Bayen Hu had compelled
the Turki inhabitants to collect the whole
of the produce at Kuché, On receiving
news of the advance of the invading force,
he required the whole population to fall
back with him, and the timidity of these
people is such that they did not venture to
disobey his command. The prisoners them-
selves had been sent out as scouts. On
their examination being concluded, they
were forthwith beheaded. In the course
of this day, the force under General Yii-
ngén and his associate also came up by a
side road and entered the town of Kurlg,
which was found a mere desert waste sur-
rounded by its walls, without a sign of
inhabitants. The supplies for the march
being exhausted, and the cart and camel
train from the rear not having come up,
no provisions were forthcoming for the
troops, but on the soldiers being set to
work by Lin Kin-t'ang to dig in search of
buried stores, several tens of thousand
catties’ weight were discovered. Supplies
were at the same time ordered up with all
speed from the depéts in the rear, and
officials were at the same time appointed
to gather in the refugee Mussulman
population. The above is an outline of the
facts connected with the redecupation of
Karashdr and Kurlé on the 7th and 9th
October.

Having ascertained that the rebel leader
Bayen Hu, on finding that the Turki popula-
tion in the neighbourhood of Ts'édayar and
Yangi-Sar, together with the Mussulman im-
migrants from Urumtsi and Turfan, had not
completely abandoned this tract of country,
but had returned to Yangi-Sar to carry
off the inhabitants by force, Liu Kin-t'ang
chose a body of troops consisting of 1,600
picked men of the infantry and 1,000 of his
most efficient horsemen, at the head of whom
he pushed on in advance of the army,
leaving the Taotai Lo Ch’ang-yeo to follow
in command of the rimnindertof_the %}r{:a
and bringing up the gage tramn. Ly a
march ofg{'m li%e rea.ci}lx%d Kurch’n on the
16th October, and a march of 160 /i on the
following day brought him to Te'édayar.
Here he learnt that within the last day or
two Bayen Hu had driven off the whole of
the Turki population from Yangi-Sar
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towards Bugar. He at once gave orders to
the leading squadron to cook some food,
and setting out at the second watch (about
9 p.m.), he marched a distance of 80 /i to
Yangi-Sar. Here nothing was to be seen
but the sky lighted up with the flames of
burning villages, without a sign or sound
of life ; and it was plain that the rebels,
on evacuating the place, had applied
the torch in all directions. The troops
of the rearguard were set to work to
arrest the conflagration, and the advance
was continued with the leading squadron
until, after marching a distance of 100 L,
Bugar was reached. It was now about
noon, and intelligence was received to the
effect that a force of about a thousand of
the enemy’s horse was drawn up in front
of the Mussulman villages. The cavalry
under Hwang Wan-p'éng advanced to the
attack, whereupon the enemy, encouraged
by the smallness of their numbers, rushed
forward boldly against them. They were
encountered, however, by a body of in-
fantry which advanced under the command
of Hwang Pah-t'sui, and the horsemen were
driven back. Following up this success,
our troops pursued the retiring enemy,
killing and beheading upwards of 100 of
their number, and taking some ten or a
dozen prisoners. The pursuit was main-
tained for a distance of more than 10 I to
the westward of the place, where a halt
was called, the troops having already
marched 200 Ii that day. The prisoners
stated that the family of Bayen Hu had
passed through this ten days previously,
escorted by 2,000 of the boldest of the
rebels, and that Bayen Hu himself had
caused the whole of the inhabitants of this
tract of country, as well as the Chinese
Mussulmans (Dungans) forced away from
Urumts’i, Hami, and Turfan, and the
Mongols carried off from Karashdr, to
move on in the direction of Kuché. The
body of horse with which the engagement
had taken place, they stated, was the rear-
guard of the rebel force. At dawn on
the 16th October* the leading squadron,
after a march of 40 li, came in sight
of a column of horse and foot several
tens of thousands in number, but
on reconnoitering with glasses, it was
perceived that only about a thousand of
these were armed men. The remainder
were a confused throng escorting aged
persons or leading children, and driving
carts and oxen, and it was evident that

* Sie in original, thongh there would appear to be
pome mistake in the date, as the events of the 16th
10th of Yth moon) have been recorded above,

these were the captives who had been forced
away. Liu Kin-t'ang gave the order that all
witharms in their handsshould be beheaded,
but that all others should be spared;
and causing the advance to be sounded
immediately, the combined force marched
forward. The enemy, abandoning the
column of prisoners, retired, but drew up
a mile or two further on and offered battle,
whereupon our troops charged valiantly
against them, and the enemy made a hur-
ried retreat. Camp was pitched this day at
Arpa T’ai. The Mussulman prisoners were
sent back by Liu Kin-t'ang in charge of an
officer, to be distributed as might be found
most feasible in the neighbourhood of
Bugar and Yangi-Sar; and on the 17th Liu
Kin-t'ang marched as far as T’ornai, whence
he despatched a body of horse to scour the
surrounding villages and ascertain whether
any of the enemy were still lurking about
them. Some prisoners were taken in the
act of endeavouring to break from their
hiding places, and from them it was ascer-
tained that Bayen Hu had on this very
day fallen back upon Kuché. About ten
thousand of the Mongols and Mussulmans
who had been forced away from their
homes, were found among these villages,
and on their imploring mercy, with piteous
entreaties, Liu Kin-t'ang assured them of
their safety and bade them have no further
alarm. At the fourth watch of the same
night (i.e., at about 2 a.m. of the 18th Octo-
ber), the march was resumed, and after
proceeding a distance of 30 li the force
found itself at no great distance from the
town of Kuché. The sound of cannon was
heard, and on a rapid advance being made,
the country was seen to be covered with
several tens of thousands of Turki-Mussul-
mans in scattered groups. These people
stated that they were inhabitants of Kuché
who had refused to follow the rebels west-
ward. Drawing up his force in order of
battle, and placing himself at the head of
his cavalry in the centre, Liu Kin-t'ang
gave the order to advance, and an attack
made upon both flanks by some 4,000 or
5,000 0f the enemy’s horse was repulsed with
considerable loss to the assailants. The
enemy continued to fight obstinately, how-
ever, but the infantry under T’an Pah-ts'ui
moved up to take part in the fight, and
whilst the engagement was at the hottest,
the cavalry and infantry reserve threw
themselves into the fight, and the enemy
were at length thoroughly routed. A close
pursuit was maintained for 40 Ii, and the
corpses of the slain lay thickly piled along
the roadside, the number killed amounting
to not less than a thousand or upwards.

™

\
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As, fronme this point westwa.rl_:ls, the _desert
has to be cressed, and it is impossible to
march without carrying. SEEBIIGB of water,

whilst it was urgently nécesgary:jo take |

mesdsures for the relief of the Turki-Mussul-
mans of Kuché, the troops were accordingly *
ordered to fall back upon that place, and
the population were reiissured as to their
ersonal safety. The prisoners who had
Eeen taken stated that the leader, who was
wounded by a ball during the action fought
this day, was one of the chiefs of the rebels,

named Ma-yeo-pu ‘% m’ 'ﬂ']. They
farther stated that on learning the mear
approach of the army, Bayen Hu had in
the first place sent off his family westwards
under escort, himself bringing up the rear,
whilst a body of his most desperate adher-
ents was ordered to compel the mass of the
%‘(;_gu]a.tion to follow his line of march.

en the advance of our troops made
itself felt, the Mussulmans refused to go
any farther ; the enemy had begun firing
upon them, inflicting some loss, just as the
force came up in strength, causing the
rebels’ fighting men to abandon their
prisoners and turn their attention to the
troops. The prisoners, on being asked
what was the design of Bayen Hu in com-
pelling the population to follow in his line
of march, stated that, from what they had
heard, the plan of the rebels was in the first
place to deprive the invading force of all
assistance, thus making farther pursuit a
work of difficulty, and secondly to ingratiate

themselves with the new P’a-hia "[ﬂ E
(queere, basha f) of Kashgar, Beg Kuli

‘I‘H FE,‘ _Iw E_, by delivering this large

mass of Turki-Mussulmans into his hands.
Their interrogation concluded, the prisoners
were beheaded.

Oz the 19th October, Liu Kin-t'ang again
set his troops in motion, and by a march of
180 #i, he reached Hoser on the following
day. From this point he sent off his report,
Intending next to press on to Bai, with the
object of advancing thence to reach Aksu,
and to use his utmost efforts to attack and
destroy the already beaten enemy. On the
arrangements undertaken by General Chang
Yao for the settlement of matters in the
newly-recovered districts being completed,

€ also would be able to commence his
march by the third week in October.
e On receipt of the above report, the
i”hc-vm'nor—‘:%ener‘al Tso proceeds to observe
C'a't Karashdr is itself one of the Eight
ities of the Man I (Kashgaria), and
g‘-‘ﬂé a place renowned from of old for
e fertility of its soil. On behalf of

the Mongol and Mussulman i
population
who had been compelled to do a?:it and
service to the rebels, contrary to their
own inclinations, it is necessary to insti-

.tute a Board of Administration, which shall
provide means of subsistence and sup-

plies of seed-corn for distribution, and, on -
their returning to their proper homes, allot
them to occupations in the way of agri-
culture and pasturage. The official body
to be thus constituted will at the same time
attend to the laying out of roads, the con-
struction of ferry boats, and the establish-
ment of post-houses, in order to facilitate the
movements of trade and travel, and to ex-
pedite the transmission of mails. A dis-
trict Magistrate and brevet Sub-Prefect
named Hwang Ki-yii and a sub-district
Magistrate named Yen T'ing-kw'ei have
been appointed to act as commissioners for
the Board of Reorganization for the cities
of Karashir and Kuché, and have been
sent forward with a supply of funds to
make a beginning with the work. As re-
gards the country in the neighbourhood of
Agha Buld, although General Chang Yao
has been writien to and requested to at-
tend to matters there in the course of his
march, it will be necessary that an officer
should be placed in special charge of the
arrangements, and for this purpose the
Taotal and brevet Financial Commissioner
T'ao Chao-hiung, at present in charge
of the commissariat transport department
at Ku Ch’éng (Guchen), has been ordered
to proceed with all despatch to Liu Kin-
t'ang’s head-quarters, and report himself for
duty. The Governor-General proceeds to
eulogize the rapidity and success with
which Liu Kin-t'ang, in the course of six
days, had traversed a distance of 900 I
from Kurld, capturing the two cities of
Karashdr and Kuché, and delivering multi-
tudes of the population from the rebel
yoke. At Kuché, moreover, as he re-
ports, provisions and fodder are forthcom-
ing in abundance, and purchases are
to be made there on better terms than at
Turfan. Thus, not only will the difficulty
and cost of transport be obviated, but
delays will also be avoided, greatly to the
advantage of the operations in hand. The
Governor-General  solicits permission to
submit lists of recommendation for pro-
motion and honours, and concludes with
an enumeration of the officers who have
been killed in action, on Wh“:ﬁ beha:f ::_’
requests the customary posthumou
ws?rda.—Rescript published in Gazette of
4th December, 1877. : ..
Dec. 29th,—(1) The Censor T’eng K'ing-
lin memorializes dwelling upon the marifold
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sufferings under which the people of
the Empire are labouring, and entreats
that the high provincial authorities be
called upon by decree to require of the
distriet officials under their jurisdiction a
sedulous attention to the duties of govern-
ment. The usual commonplaces on this
subject are repeated. For rescript, see
(Fazette of 11th Dec. (Note. Asis the case
in many other instances of the presentation
of homilies on the above and other well-
worn topics, the memorial printed this day
is believed to have been laid before the
Throne only as a cloak for the intro-
duetion of a * postseript” (which has not
been published), submitting representations
in favour of the release of Ch'éng Luh,
the Manchu general, still lying under sen-
tence of death, pronounced in 1874, for a
massacre committed by troops under his
orders in the province of Kansuh. In
connection with this celebrated case, it may
be noted that, in the present day's Guazette,
the ex-Censor Wu K’o-tuh, who procured
the downfall and condemnation of Ch'éng
Luh, is named as having been appointed an
assistant Secretary in the Patent's depart-
ment of the Board of Civil Office.)

(2-3) In two postscript memorials, the
Censor T'éng K'ing-lin refers fo abuses
prevalent in the province of Kirin, in
connection, respectively, with the conduct
of inquests in murder cases and the levy of
Customs’ duties. Where cases of murder
are reported to the district Magistrates, he
states these functionaries are in the habit of
allowing them to stand aside, on the score of
the great distances involved, until 3, 5, 7, or
perhaps 8 cases have accumulated, when
the Magistrate will go, accompanied by the
professional corpse-examiner (Hu-fso), and
a retinne of a hundred or more police and
other followers, whereupon the cases are
taken seriatim. Delays of from 3 to b
months are thus, perhaps, entailed ; and
when the official cortége at length arrives,
¢ inguest fees” amounting to several thou-
sand fiao of cash are exacted, independently
of the sums levied for the entertainment
of the mandarin, and the extortions practised
on the oceasion by the village headmen.
It is entreated that commands be issued,
requiring the abolition of all such illegal
imposts for the future.—With reference to
the levy of Customs’ duties, it is repre-
sented that regulations promulgated with
Imperial sanction are in force to direct
the collection of duties at all Custom
Houses and barriers, and that unanthor-
ized levies, stripping the trading classes
of their earnings in defiance of the law, are
1 no wise tolerated. It has lately oceurred,

i

however, in_the sub-prefecture of Ch'ang
Ch'un in Kirin, where a Customs’ duty is
levied by an office established in the city
comprising the local seat of government,
that a band of armed official retainers,
numbering some hundred or more, had
tumultuously invaded the township of
Nung-ngan, and compelled the traders of
every degree, as well as the inhabitants
generally, to pay duty over again upon all
the merchandize in their possession, be-
sides which, hy falsely declaring acts of
frand upon the revenue to have been com-
mitted, they extorted penalties amounting
to ten or fifteen times the legal rates of
duty. Unable to endure any farther
the outrages and oppression to which
they were subjected, the traders with
one accord gave up their ordinary busi-
ness, and commerce was brought to a
standstill.  The local trainbands, which
had previously been maintained out of
the proceeds of the Customs’ duty levied
according to regulation, hereupon dis-
persed, and the mounted banditti profited
by the opportunity to commit their ravages.
It is entreated that commands may be
issued to the Military Governor of Kirin,
and to the provineial authorities generally
throughout the Kmpire, rcq’uiring them to
canse the levy of Customs’ duties to be
made in conformity with regulation, and to
refrain from enforcing excessive demands
beyond the prescribed limits; as also
stringently to prohibit the practice of ex-
tortion on the part of official retainers,
police, and recognized or unrecognized
Customs’ watchers.

(4) Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of Fuh-
kien, referring to the decree of August
last, in which he was permitted to take
three months’ leave of absence for the
benefit of his health, reports that, since
hig departure from TIoochow, his sick-
ness has increased ; and his suffering has
been intensified by the grief he experi-
enced on learning, when he reached his
native place, that his elder brother, Ting
Jih-shéng, had died in the month of May
last. His old physicians, moreover, have
all been carried off by death, and the
medical advice he has been able to consult
in their place has proved unavailing. He
complains of spitting blood, loss of appetite,
astlima, and a general numbness all over
the body, and his condition is such that he
feels bound to solicit permission to resign
his office. He has not yet reached his 60th
year ; and should his health become in any
degree restored, he will not fail to prostrate
himself in the dust before the gates of the
Palace and await further employment.—
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Rescript, eranting three months’ additional
congé, and refusing the application to
vetire, already published.—See Gazette of
14th instant.

Dee. 30th.—(1) A decree sanctioning the
retivement from office of T'ang Jén-shén,
one of the Vice-Presidents of the Court of
Censors, who was recently granted leave of
absence to visit his native place in Chéh-
kiang.

(2) Ch’ung How, Governor-General of
Féng-t'ien, reports the conclusion of the
autumn patrol of the frontier, a.s:cordlug to
regulation, by a Chinese official and an
officer appointed for the purpose by the
King of Corea.

Dee. 31st.—(1) A decree referring to the
commands herctofore issued appointing
the Brigade-General Chang Téh-luh to
the command of the Ku-chow division, in
the province of Kweichow, and Yang
Yiih-k'o to the Kao-chow division, in
Kwangtung. Liu Kw'én-yih, Governor-
General of the Two Kwang, has now
memorialized strongly commending Chang
Téh-luh, and asking permission to utilize
his loeal experience by effecting an exchange

of commands between this officer an

Yiih-k'o. The Governor-General in qge‘gtzgg
is declared to have acted presumptuously
in applying for an exchange of important
commands between two separate provinces.
Inasmuch, however, as Chang Téh-luh is
represented as an officer whose services are
of great value in Kwangtung, it is ordained
that he vacate the post in Kweichow to which
he stands nominated, and be appointed to
the next suitable vacancy in Kwangtung.
The proposal that Yang Yiih-k'o be trans-
ferred to the command at Ku-chow is dis-
allowed. (See Gazette of Oct. 13th.)

(2) A decree acknowledging the receipt
of a memorial from the Governor-General
of Min-Chéh, &e., reporting the decease in
Formosa of Brigade-General Méh Lung-tao,
whose militaryservices during the campaigns
against the rebels, and subsequently in the
operations in Formosa, are highly com-
mended. He had lately been nominated to
the Yeo-kiang command in Kwangsi (see
Guzette of November 4th.)

(3) A Decree. Let Kiang Chung-ch’ao

']]: ﬂ} %H succeed to the post of Brigade-
General of Ku-chow in Kweichow.,
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