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THE WAR TO BE ENDED AS A ‘“Draw’”’ 17

Still, suppose that this supposition were realized, while
the changes would not be so overwhelming and upheaving
as in the first supposition, yet none the less, in the long run,
they would be almost as momentous and calamitous to
China. First, German ships would disappear from these
waters. Many of the German hongs would cease to have
their being, and most of the German merchants would find
it convenient to be naturalized as British or American.
German Tsingtao would be dominated by the Japanese,
even if nominally restored to China. The railways and
mines of Shantung would become Japanese possessions.
The northern half of the Tsin-Pu railway would also be Jap-
anese. All the money that Germany has spent on the
development of China would be sunk, and China would not
be the richer therefore. The Catholic missions in Shan-
tung, started by Germans, would revert to French pro-
tectorate. The Protestant missions would be disbanded,
and their few converts would be transferred to American
Presbyterians. German schools would struggle along for a
while, and then decide to go over to the victor. Between
the Russian domination in the north and the British in the
Yangtsze there would be naturally placed the Japanese,
while in the south there would come, hand-in-hand, Belgian
and French domination. China would have no other recourse
open to her, save that of bowing to the victorious Allies.
Germany as a menace would cease to be, and some other
menace would take its place. America would still advocate
the policy of ‘““the open door,” though its application to
China would carry no weight.

In fact, if all these Powers should be able to subjugate
the Central Powers, there would remain the greater problem
as to which of them would have the right to be on top, and
which complacently underneath, though equally on top of
Germany. So far as China is concerned, the Briton would
claim the right to a full-fledged predominance. The
French, the Russians, and even the Japanese, would have
to play second-fiddle in the entertainment of catching
trade, and re-modeling China. Judging even from present
symptoms, long before any victory has been reached, the
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20 GILBERT REID

and charity, and the ideals of universal peace, free trade,
free seas, fair competition, and a Court of International
Justice, to decide the questions between nation and nation.
I hope for a return of the policy of allowing all nations to
trade in China, and to codperate, not in the subjugation of
China, but in her peaceful development and the mainte-
nance of her rights, inalienable and God-giving.

The third hypothesis appeals to me, and I believe it is
what China, realizing her own best way of salvation, will
also pray to see most speedily fulfilled. Even superficially
it is more just and generous, yea, more Christian, than
any theory of crushing.



