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WAR AND JAPANESE WOMEN 
, , 

By KBNNOSUKE SATO 

W
. - ·· AR. · · · h�s ?rought about· a temporary change in. the dressing 

. habtt of Japanese women. In order to mamfest fully the . 

spirit of the tirnes, they are preferring simple dresses in place of the 

colourful kimonq'-"-'lo:ng an object of artistic appeal to the international 

public. B'y far, they are showing the most enthusiasm for the mompei<> 

which is a kind of loose trousers and is extremely se:t:Viceable as an 

emergency attire. The mompei is the product of Japan. It is simple 

and' unpretentious, and is definitely useful for all kinds of indoor and 

.outdoor work. It has become a common sight to see women of . 

· various ages going about in the street wearing mompei-the home front 

apparel of the fair sex. In fact, the mompei has become a valuable and 

necessary item1n a Japanese woman's wardrobe. . . 
The nation-wide. use of mompei reflects the 

gene:tal desire of the women of Japan to contribute 

thei:t: best toward the consummation of the national 

objective. Moteover, it graphically indicates that 

they have become thoroughly war-minded, for 

this war has come to the very doorsteps of the 

housewives. The home front has becqme just as 

important in this struggle as the foremost wa:t f:eont, 

and the women are not lagging behind U: proving 

their mettle. · They have instinctively and with · 

due patriotic vigour emerged out of thei:t: traditional · 

shell of reticence and passiveness to take up a robust :role requiting 

ceaseless activity and tremendous energy. This transformation in 

their life is exemplified by tht; relinquishing of the kimono foi: the work· 

a-day mompei. 
The charm of Japanese women and their devotion to duty have 

been recognized by many international writers. Lafcadio Hearn 

admired them as " peerless, superb creatures of 'a peculiar medireval 

Japanese atmosphere." Very seldom they have been known to reveal 
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coarseness or fl.ippan B 
home-loving. IndeeJ'th 

y :ature and tradition, they are docile and 

tender to
. 
be capable of ac:�m;�;�!wa:: ap_peare� frail and shy-too 

�ver, thetr seem�gly delicate and fee�le 
�g of tmportance. How

lS only superlictal. B<>hi:nd th . d 
ppea:t�ce 

th 1 � et:r mo est extenors 
ey c?ncea a tremendous enduring power which 

has vn.thstood generations of stru 1 . 
hardships, obstacles and li . . 

gg e agamst 

medireval a es J 
�tattons. In the 

. g. ' a pan, as history records had 
:numerous e1v1l strifes during whi h 

' 

to bear the brunt·· �ore th 
c women had 

daugi;ters, wives and mo�:rs 
a��one else. As. �wamo<s), they endured untold ,.:i;;".:e."'m"':"' 

ortunes an� sorrows. Yet, caught in th; =� 
of such soctal and political u heaval 

8 

�ptightfulness and. vitality in t! £ s, they showed a remarkable 

all, they ably protected and m2: o��'7 of their duties. Above 

th<r .children aceordino- to the 
s,.,,.... U:e . et:r homes and brought up 

T� d . . · <::> . .,,.ural way. 
• .w.- a <l,1t1on to so,cjal disturbances th · . 

{l\'ltli:V4 m�y natural calamities with whlch ej h� to wtthstand and 

� pOCl;lli.arly prolific. An earth uake wo 
apan s �ture has always 

find property-even take away thei��sbandsuld deJ::nve them_ of home 

wquld wash away the very land the till 
and children; a tidal wave 

laboiJX,iously accumulated . and 
Y ed and the goods they had so 

dest�oy their dwelling ... l-�nse ' mio
reov

ll
er, typhoons and storms would 

�1 th 
u s. n � such ad"" · · h 

�ways e greatest sufferers. Still on 
.• ersltles, t ey were 

th�Y bravely and heroically faced 11 a��cJ; occaston, as records show 

thl!tt had b(een destroyed 'fhey 
a :ons and patiently rebuilt ali 

equanimity and fortitude and 
accepte natural calamities with stoic 

1a l. 
• overcame them b d · f 

� "'o�ous work. Their modest and 
y mt . o patient, 

� tll�t:r way of offering national .gentle appearance did not stand 

the natural aptitude of adjusting �:1fi�e t
�he w�men of Japan have 

The present wa:e is an emer 
any kind of emergency. 

Jilor its successful prosecution 
b �cy of unprecedented magnitude. 

. not only enduring hardships: 
o :,en and women united as one are 

utmost to maintain the invuln m \ � ess manner, but are doing their 

the home front the wom 
era 1 ty of the total war machine On 

• en are engaged · · d . · 

enterpri�s and in the national air de�n war ln u�trl�s, in secondary 

}fe:rfQ:tPllllg these additional emer 
�ce or�aruzatlon. They ate 

h®sehold duties for they 
genc

th
y tasks Wlthout neglecting their 

• are awa:ee at they must fulfil their family 
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. . h f f oning of the national 
obligations to prevent dislocatlOn 1? t e unc 1 

family system-the source of all natlOnal
_
energy. 

h added 
Home, the backbone of Japan's nat�onal st

h
ruct

l
ur

o
e
f

,
di:�ip�ne and . . · . 

· h b oroe a wartime sc oo 
s1gruficance now . 1t as ec 

fll i s as ever before over her 
national solidarity· The w_

om�� s 1 
tr �he knows that she :tp.ust 

home, but now she rules .1t e:e�oJ�ce of bolstering the fighting 
manage her home to functlO,:n£ 

as 
d . ther she is the pillar of stability 

f h ti ' As w1 e an roo , 
;�;��r�n��-

na 
A��· 

she is the-'' Rrecious cat alyst " that has tr:!��:� 
the home front. into a high:t�slOn battlf fr���� t�=: !��s

so that the. 

�:;�;n: i:::�:�:��;e
E':

t �sf:�:����;erity sphere would become 

an accomplished fact. . 
. 

· . . f the Japanese soldiers has been 
The dauntless fighting s pmt 0 

b The initial 
" . " by some Western o servers. 

described as amazmg . . .t. home where a Japanese boy 
source of this amazing fightmg spltl 1s 

· 'his life for the cause of 
. is trained to be brave and �e re�dy to lay dm:rl childhood, under the 

the nation lo:q.g be�ore he 1S �nlisted. From 
. 
y 

d to be brought up 
I guidance and leadership ofhis �oth[� a t�ura��:e

Japanese woman of 
to dedica�e his life to the se�1� 

o e;e��v�s of the State. She takes 
today tratns her sons to ma e em . . her contributions to the 
great pride in bringing up her. off�prmgs as . ake a bo courage-
natio� .. 

Whe� so much
h

stres�� l�e�::s�:� t�i�grit whe� called to 
ous, lt lS obvwus that e wo . . 

1 circumstances has prompted. 
military duty. The force o� abnor:a

. home activities with various 
the women of Japan to supp ement e1r ei to man the home 
kinds of war work. They have donned th� m

?
m

P Their hands that . 
· th tr ngth and determmatlOn. · · 

front structure Wl - s e 
\ . . ·· d 

· 
· ea ceremoniously 

were trained to arrange flowers arti�ttcally an
k 

se
f
rv

g
e
r�ater proportion .. 

are now tackling tas s o . ' 
. 

· 

li 
. en from many occupat1ons 

They ate re evmg ro d t · 

to replenish the fighting servic�s an augmen ·. 

d . . Th"'Y are servlng as nurses to. 
war pro uction. " . . 
take care of the warwounded �d are 
voluntary labour service to �ncrease the 

of foodstuffs. . 

The war activities of Japane�e . 
a wide field. They are workini? m

. 
. 

factories, in chemical. l�boratones, m mining': 

industries, in commurucation and 
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concerns, in Government offices, banks, post offices and on 
farms. The early morning trams, busses and electric trains in 
every city are packed with these women hurrying to their respective 
places of work attired in the home front apparel-mompei. They 
.are happy, cheerful and healthy wartime· workers. They are 
working to win the war, and so they have no lethargy in them. 
The war-mindedness of .the women ·of Japan illustrates how the 
total war machine is operating. And the patriotic demonstrations 
:which they stage frequently offer an eloquent commentary on the 
perfect solidity at home. In the rural districts;, they are proving ex
tremely valuable to the raising of increased foodstuffs. And also as 
Red Cross nurses at the front, they are smilingly and gallantly risking 
_their lives to bring comfort and consolation to the wounded soldiers. 

The most powerful air defence is n6t adequate enough to prevent· 
aerial bombing. A country at war-especially a densely populated 

... ·coUn.try like Japan�cannot but expect a certain amount of destruction. 
in case of air raids. TcJ combat the aerial menace and minimize the 
devastation by fire, the women of Japan have organized themselves 
into· volunteer anti-air raid corps and fire brigades. Clad in mompei, 
they are undergoing training so intensively that o1;1e has to be truly 
impressed with their zeal and sense of national service. Besides fire
fighting and anti-air raid training, they are learning to administer :first
aid treatment. The women have shouldered the important duty . of 
aix raid defence, because they are resolved to protect their homes,. 
thereby setting at rest the artxiety of their husbands,. brothers and 
sons who are either serving on the battle front or. engaged in wartime 
duties. Their participation in the home defence organization is their 
direct contribution to the military efforts of the nation. 

The current wartime life of Japanese women is revolving round 
the axis of the total war machine of the country. In every neighbour

.. hood association unit, the women are looking after all the needs of the 
households and, garbed in mompei, enhancing the fighting spirit of 

·. �ch other. Just as in the past, as mothers, sisters and daughters of 
· . d!e samurai, they rose unhesitatingly to the emergency, so in the pre-

Sent, comprehending the full gravity of the military operations, they 
hli.ve ris� to do their share in the attainment of tlie national objective,. 

· �gardless of hardships, privations and risks. The intuitive will to be .. e.f service to ·the nation at a critical period is guiding them to become 
· bulwark of the home front. War has not only made them arms-

k.01lD.scic,us. but warlike, too� 
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