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The fifth stage was when, in 1899, as the Boxer move-
ment arose like a flood in Shantung, Yuan Shih-k’ai was
appointed Governor of that province. He succeeded in
protecting the missions and missionaries, in holding in
check the Boxers, and in resisting the orders of the Throne
to join in exterminating or expelling all foreigners.

The sixth stage was when the Court, which had fled to
Hsi-an fu, was emboldened to return under promised pro-
tection of Jung Luh and Yuan Shih-k’ai. Henceforth
Yuan Shih-k’ai was the strong man of the north as Liu
K’un-yi and Chang Chih-tung had been the strong men
along the Yangtsze.

The seventh stage was when he became Viceroy of Chih-
li province, and started schemes for reform, as a model to
other provinces. He was able to induce the Empress Dowa-
ger to adopt many of the same reforms, which in a more
precipitate manner had been undertaken by the Emperor.

The eighth stage was as Minister of State in Peking
until the death of the Empress Dowager and Emperor,
and his retirement under orders from the Emperor’s brother,
the Prince Regent, Prince Ch’un. During these years he
and Chang Chih-tung stood at the head of the reform move-
ment and of the demands for constitutionalism.

The ninth stage was during the period of retirement.
So far as we know, he avoided all plots against the govern-
ment, and retained a sincere interest in the nation’s welfare.

The tenth stage was when in the revolution of 1911 he
heeded the entreaties of the Imperial Government, Chinese
and Manchu alike, and assumed the autocratic control
of the Empire, while in name he was only Premier. It is
only fair to believe that he sincerely believed in the reten-
tion of the Boy-Emperor, and was willing to act the part
of Premier, if so desired. His generous treatment of the
Imperial family and the Manchu people leads one to this
generous judgment.

The eleventh stage is the last one, since the Ch’ing
House abdicated, and a republic was inaugurated, with
Yuan Shih-k’ai as President. These four years and more
have been full of strenuous, unflagging, and courageous
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ancy, and one who sought the welfare of his country. We
regret that his last days were not the brightest. We trust
that the time will come, when his meritorious services
will be appraised at their true worth, and in a generous,
dispassionate spirit.

We look for peace in the land, and pray for wisdom to
the new President, but we are glad to stop for a moment
to place a wreath of honor and affection before the tablet
to his memory.



