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.July 18 , 1940 

Mrs . Warner , 
Museum of Natural Hi~tory, 
Univer!:-1 ty of Oregon, 
Eugene, Oregon 

During a residence of a number of years in the 
Orient , blr . Perkins and I oolleoted muAical instruments 
of various kinds and 001.mtries of Asi a , until we now 
have qU1te a complete collection . 

"·e do not have room for them now, and since such 
a collect 1on 1s not at all ooDT.lon in Amorica, we 
,.,,ould like very much to sell 1 t to some museum or 
educational in<ti tution so that it might be kept as 
a collection for historical re~earoh purposes . 

Your name has been given to me an one ,..,ho might 
be interested in such material. I am taking the 
liberty of enclos1ng a brief list of this gr"up of 
musical instruments, and if you are interested will 
be very glad to give you any f'urther information. 

· e have also a pair of very old and fine satin 
curtains, richJy embrnidered in a cr,ntint:GlB pattern over 
the t···o , ""ith a spray of 1•,eepinr cherry blosf' oms, 
a number of different kind~ or birds most minutelycomplete-
one a very handf.ome peacock. ':'he ourta1ns are faded t o 
a rich rorie - tan color, and the pair , .. ou:!d mal<:e a beautiful 
wal 7 h1,1.nf'i_ng for a mnsenm. l'hil' pa:lr of cu:rtains we 
;, 1ou 2d alfo like to sell. 

I fhould be vcr•r glad to hear .rrom you if you are 
interoeted in the"'e oriental treasur~ and '"Otlld greatly 
aopreoiate your suggestions as to •·ho might 11Ve them, 
1n the event tho.t you are not interested. 

::: incerely , 

?,.r, . P.D . Po:r'kine , 
1620 ~-1 ssion :::t. , 
~ outh Paisadena, California 





IIIEICAL IJISTRUIIEIITS OF THE CllIEIIT 

the P.D. Perkins Colleotion 

Koto (the olaas1oal 1natrU!J6nt or Japan) 15 atringed instrument, 
of' beautifully grained wood. 

Tatte goto (a smaller 1natrument uaed aa a aort or lllin•trel-type 
koto, supported on one hand a■ it resta against the ehoulder. 
Black laoquor body, with wire at:r1nga.) 

Ch1 1n (Chineeerorm of' koto) Shorter in length than a Japan••• 
koto - the ■ 01.mding board in halt oiroul.ar ■hape. 

Nigenkin ( A yery early form or Japanese koto, with 2 strings only. 
BeautU'ul and deoora tive, w1 th fine wood and 2 amber poga 
whioh stand upright. In f'ine oondition, with original 
table or ■tand Whioh is alma at a part or the instrument, 
it 11 so neo•uary. Al■ o in original old wooden box. 
Very rare indeed. No longer in uae and almost 1mpoaa1ble 
to replaae. 

Shi ohigenkin {The 7 ■ tringed koto, as rare as the 2 stringed. 
This 1s a smaller 1netrument with laoquer b ody-.. Showe 
Chinese 1nt1aenoe - a very important develop ment in the 
hietory of the koto. This pieoe 1• dated inside the body-
"Kanei ni nen" (1790) 

Yueh-ohtin { or Moon Guitar.) A very h&ndao121e Chine■ e instrument. 
The oiraular body 1a boauti!'ully deoorated With oaryod 
jade and oarTed wood . A ■1 lTer wi re euspended inside 
th e body, gives the little tinkling jangle oharaoter1st1o 
of the moon guitar . 

l!our 
Biwa. 2 different varieties. One, a .ttxa stringed instrument 

and the othor, three ■tringed. on• in natural wood, the 
other blaok laoquer.. Thls is the old time instrument uaed 
by wandering players in Japan, who recited the historioal 
tales ot daring an d bravery to tho aoaompan1mont ot their b iwa. 
Frequently pictured in old J'apanel!le paintings . 

Fue (Japan ese flute 5 dU'ferent kinds ct var7ing sizes. 

Flute (Chine■o) a long slender bamboo flute, lacquered. 

Sheng 

Sho 

17 tube instrument - one of the most important Chinese 
in•tru mente beoauee of its delioaoy ot oon■ truot1on and 
sweetness or ton.e. Intended to 1ymbolize the Phoen U, i ta 
17 pipes ot 5 different lengths are arran ged in the bod.7 or 
wind oheat to resemble the tail of' a bird. It• origin 
ahroWded in ob■ ourity. In perteot condition 

1'7 tube instrument aa adapted 1'1-om the Chin••e Sheng by- Japan. 
The wind oheat ha ■ atraighter lines than the oup ... shaped She ng. 
Ver1 tine workmanship, With highly poli ■hed reed.a and laoquer 
body. In perf'eot ocndition. 
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Shakuhaohi {One of the moat typical Japanese Instruments, 
mad• of large bamboo, out from the root end . The length 
1a 1 shaku and 8 bu, wh1oh give ■ it th• name "1hakuha oht. " 
Simple in oonatruotion, but dU't1oult to play, it produoe■ 
a ver7 beautiful tone when Well played. 

111oh1rl.lc1 (the ■mall flute with the strident voiae.) 

Sami■en (the regular geisha aam1••n used today to aooompan7 
folk song■ and popular mebodie ■ • 

GidaJU. aamiaen (the alto eami■en , heavier in body, deeper in 
tone.) Thia 11 in it• original box . 

Jami••n (Th• Liu Chiu instrument from. whioh the Japana ■e ■ am1 ■en 
was deYeloped. Muoh smaller body, oval shaped and covered 
wt th snake akin. 

Kolcyu. ( ■mall eam1een-ahaped instrument, Whioh however ta played 
With a bow atm1lar to violin bow, 1n■ tead of being atruok 
by the fingers or a baoh1 like the aam1aen. U■ed in 
aombination •1th aam1aen and tsuz1.m11. 

o,suzum1 (the large size tauzum1 with heavy akin laoed to 1ta 
frame. Held on the knee as it ts played. 

Kotsuzt1111 (the smaller instrument, held over the ahoulder as 1t 
is struok •1th the fingers. The two tauzum1 are used with 
aami,1en, kodaiko and kokyu. in the usual danoe aooompan1ment . 

Tibetan drum. ( ■mall hand drum w1 th two aoi.mding skins oTer 
skull bone. Struok by two beada as tho 1netruu,.ent is 
twirled rapdily. An embroidered satin, taasled han ging 1■ 
attached, Which a1t1.nge as the drum ia twirled . Used by a lama 
1n Tl.bet. 

Japanese drums. A ma.tsuri drum. - bla ok laoquer body wi th two end• 
of llkin. A small 'aand drum used on the street - larger drum 

:i!~a •~:~8 ~s!::~dle. A1ao Aa Ng~:~mi-ahi" ~:U:1~~ r:r~!~~ 
upright on ■lender handle . 

Jat:aneae prayer bell. A flat metal gong with leg■, resting on 
small oushion. Struok by aott mallet . 

Corean prayer drum. The familiar wooden drum, ■ hapod som,thing 
like a orab, hollowed out to produ.oe re1onanoe. 

Kagura auzu. Small bell• mounted on 3 ~ tiera of oiroular 
bra•• Wire, handle or black lacquer. used in temple Kagura 
performanoe . 

Jorur!u;~~d IJ&rr!:!::o!:. UB:d ~!nf~~o!!~1 :::0:o~~m¾:e:ic~:~ : 
raised laaquor - blaak with real gold deaign of f'aloon • 
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