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THE EDITOR’S NOTE

 The Agricultural Experiment Sta-

tion is celebrating its 100th birth-
day. And on your birthday, someone
usually takes your picture. So this
special centennial issue is filled with
pictures. )

Like a lot of people I appreciate
old photos, the understanding a grin
or a frown or bead of sweat can
send across time. The Experiment
Station is publishing a history that’ll
have those kinds of pictures. But
this issue doesn’t. ‘

What follows are relatively mod-
ern photographs of Oregon agricul-
ture and rural life. In violation of
standard journalism, they don’t have
captions. The images are here sim-
ply to celebrate 100 years of research
by the men and women who have
made up the Experiment Station,
and to remind us all of an industry
and way of life that have contrib-
uted a lot toward making Oregon
the nice place it is.

The Experiment Station’s first di-
rector was appointed in the summer
of 1888. The money came from the
federal government through a bill
called the Hatch Act. The Station
started with one lab and 35 acres of
land on what’s now the lower OSU
campus.

The research and administrative
headquarters are still on the cam-
pus. But the Experiment Station has
really grown. In 1901 it opened its
first branch at Union in the cattle
country near La Grande. Now it
has branch research facilities around
Oregon serving the various agricul-
tural regions of the state. The Sta-
tion also operates the OSU Seafoods
Laboratory in Astoria and sponsors
research at the Hatfield Marine Sci-
ence Center in Newport.
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Today the Experiment Station is
operated with federal, state and pri-
vate funds in cooperation with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Cooperative State Research Service.

This summer Station Director
Thayne Dutson has been on the
road, talking about the centennial
at various events. He says there are
so many research highlights from
the first 100 years, it’s dangerous
to single any out. But he usually
does. (Who could resist mentioning
Lady MacDuff, the white Leghorn
hen that laid 313 eggs in 1913 and
set a new world record?)

Station scientists have had a big
impact on the Oregon economy and
quality of life. Here are a few ex-
amples. Over the last 100 years they:

— discovered better ways to con-
trol diseases and pests and store,
ripen and market Oregon’s luscious
and high-value fruits and other
crops.

— operated breeding programs
that gave the state a steady stream
of improved wheat, vegetable, fruit
and berry varieties.

— developed a new way of brin-
ing cherries that revolutionized the
maraschino trade.

— identified the cause of white
muscle disease, a serious problem
in cattle and sheep, and showed
ranchers how to prevent it.

— invented the flea collar.

— analyzed the good and bad ef-
fects of many foods we eat.

— did pioneering studies of ni-
trogen fixation in plants.

— helped the state’s young wine
industry develop.

Of course Station scientists were
involved in thousands of other pro-
jects. A few definitely were off the
beaten path. For example, with the
funding of the National Science
Foundation, microbiologists stud-
ied the rebirth of life in lakes deci-
mated when Mount St. Helens ex-
ploded in 1980.

Usually Director Dutson follows
his highlights, which aren’t neces-
sarily the same as those I’ve listed
here, with a talk about the future,
computers and biotechnology and
other promising research that’s going
to have dramatic impact in the next
century. Write us if you want more
information about the first 100
years, or about his predictions for
the future.

And we hope you enjoy the pho-
tographs. Next issue we’ll get back
to the job of publishing articles
about the research you and all Ore-
gonians help support.
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Oregon’s Agricultural Progress is
published by the Oregon Agricul-
tural Experiment Station (Thayne
Dutson, director). Color reproduc-
tion is paid for with a grant from
the Agricultural Research Foun-
dation. Send comments or ques-
tions to the editor, Agricultural
Communications, AdS 416, OSU,
Corvallis, OR 97331. Written ma-
terial may be reprinted provided
no endorsement of a commercial
product is stated or implied. Please
credit Oregon’s Agricultural Prog-
ress, Oregon State University. To
simplify technical terminology,
trade names of products or equip-
ment sometimes are used. No
endorsement of products is in-
tended nor is criticism implied of
products not mentioned.

Free

There is no charge for Oregon’s
Agricultural Progress. It is a re-
port to taxpayers, who help fund
Oregon Agricultural Experiment
Station research. For a subscrip-
tion, write: Editor, Oregon’s Ag-
ricultural Progress, Agricultural
Communications, AdS 416, OSU,
Corvallis, OR 97331.
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