
':'fuat doe~ the word 11 flammulated" mean? Webster wa.s afraid to put it in 

his dictionary. Somebody must have seen this little ~Nl and coined a word that 

a:oplied to him in some WP..y. Flammula.ted must pertain to "flame" in some way. 
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The flammulated screech owl, mrarf screech ?Wl, or,least screech owl 
.,.. c 

is the tiniest owl known in this country, and also the' lea.s.t is known about 
f\ 

hiM. That is because he is a bird of dark ways as well as dark nights. He 
the 

is not anxious to see you, nor be sem by you. In fact, he is Jt mystery of 

the owl family. There are so few of them and they are so ghostly about their 

business tha:tjone can hardly get up a warm-hearted interest in them. Or )!Iii/It" do 

we know that there are few of them, or many~ 

All 1:1t once we find that he. is a native son .of ·Oregon 1:1.nd rood part 
-rht:'\J 

trib'9 may have bem living amone; tis all the timet .Qld fnay have seen of his 

mor'9 moons here than the Multnomahs, the Calipooias (?), Wallulas and other 

eari'Y redmen. Both are soft-footed and shadowy. But one was caught in his 

tricks by that sure-fire 'Pird detective, Stanley Jewett, a few years ago over 

in the Malheur region. He was as surprised as the bird. 

The second record.was a surprise also. We were visiting the Supt. • 
Groege Benson 

of Malheur Lake ~efuge,two or three years ago and glancing at a small framed 

photograph ol" the wall came face to face with th~tini. owl. Mr. Benson 

had come upon the little fellow and shot him with his picture gun. A second 

time the littl~ fellovr had been careless . and the evidence collected • 
~vJ_,,'V , 1 ..; 

The first specimen of this owl ~as ta.ken ,._ by Lieut. Feilner of the '\ , .... 
Smithsonian Institution at Fort Crook in California in 1860. Not until 1885 

was the second California record obtained by Frank Stephens in the foothills 

of the San Bernardino Mts. Since then a number of records haYe beEn made in 

this state. On June 4, 1894, M. French Gilman took a set of two eggs of the 

bird at an elevation of 7500 feet on the slopes of San Go~gonio Peak Pnd it 

is likely that this secretive little owl is more numerous than is knOIS?l in the 

higher California. re~ions. 

The fle.mmulated owl has bem found nesting in the mountainous re-

gions of Colorado and Arizona, and several sets of eggs collected. Ttte '*11tn!i!t 

I 
· ~Th~Jsecond tiniest owl follows the nestinf customs of the first tiniest 

_Arizona 
owl, the elf owl. The first is termed as sparrow size, the second hardly 

larger than a warbler. h+i -'•••.. i 8 kRosg 



This midg:et owl has a pretty big: name attached to him, fla.mmulated 

"1.eaninr ta:vmy •. ~..e :.81P+ ?l'l~ a-15Pay phase and a red phase~ the first dwindling 

<!ll!:9~t en±.-~il:y.-into r.:r.ayish, +.1'\fl' ~d flushing into c!hnp:amon-rufous. <m face 

~~as~. ~ · The general tone of the urper parts is a weathered wood-
whi ti sh 

brown. produced by finely mottled ~xmcrldd:e:N and dusky. Under parts lighter, whiter 

or pale ashy, and all marked ~ according to one obeerver with "crawling insect" 

stripes and bars. He is spa.rrow size but chunkier, his horns scarcely vi8ible, and 
has 
V-shaped rufous bars on back. His general ~a:nge is :i{xam the mountains of west-

ern Horth America from southern British Columbia to Gautemala. There is al:s> 

a gray phase and a red phase in this owl's family tree, the first dwindling al-

most entirely into grayise, the second one flushin~ into cinnam.on-rufous on face 

9.nd brP,ast. 

• 
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