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Ratified by Hie Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General of India 
at Simla on the 27th day of August 1872. 

(Sd) C. U. AITCBIBON, 

&c,. to tlu GOfJt. of luio, P01'1ig11 Depl. 

No. XXIX. 

TERMS of AGREEMENT between the BRITISH GovEBNME.NT and 
the STATES of PunIA.LA, JHEBND, and NABHA regarding the 
Sir hind Canal, executed at U mballa, on the one part, on 
behalf of the British Government, by MR. GORE OusELY, 

CoHMISSIONBR, UMBALLA DIVISION, duly empowered by Hrs 

EX0ELLEN0Y the VICEROY and GOVERNOR GENkRAL of INDIA 

in CouNOIL; and on the other part, on behalf of the Puttiala 
State, by KHALIFA SYun MAHOHED HossEIN, MEER MooN­

SHEE, duly empowered by His HIGHNESS the M.A.HARA.JA of 

PoTTIALA; and on behalf of the Jheend State, by 8IRDAR 

TuMUND SING and LALLA Moau& SING, duly empowered by 
His HIGHNESS the RAJA of J IIEEND ; and on behalf of the 
N ABRA STATE, by MEER MoONSHEE RAMDYAL and S1RDAB 

BISHEN SING, Adawlut.tee, duly empowered by His H1GH­

NF.ss the RAJA of N ABHA-1873. 

1. The project to 1.,e drawn out uuder the exclusive control of the British 
Government on the gPoeral basis of taking the water in the most economical 
manner to those districts eai;t of the Sutlej to whom it can in an engineering 
point of view most advantugeously be carried. 

2. The original designs for the Canal works will be drawn out under the 
sole direction of the British Government, every possible attention being given 
to the wishes of the Governments of the other States concerned as to the pre­
cise direction and position of the Canals, &c., consistently with sound engi-
neering principles. · 

8. On the final settlement of the project the ~hare of the water-supply 
to be allotted to the Branch Canal shall be determ10ed on the general basis 
of giving a fairly eqnal proportion to all the districts traversed by the entire 
system of canals, having regard to the lands that will actually be capable of 
receiving ii-rigatiou from them. 
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4. In the subsequent parts of this Agreement t be Ubohur and Bhuttinda 
branch canals will be referred to as the British branches, and the Kutl&h, the 
Ce~tral, and the Cboa Branches will., for the sake of brevity, be all•uled to ns 
the Puttiala branches., as they chiefly pass through the territory of the Pnt­
tiula State. 

6. Water shall he distributed., it reqtrired and so far BS practicable, from 
the British branch canals rat.eably to all villages along their courses whose 
lands can be advnntBeaeously irrigated therefrom, whether those villages a.re 
undet' British jurisdiction., or that of any other State. 

6. Similarly on the Puttiala branches the distributio~ shall be made 
rat.eably to all villages., whether belongiog to the Puttiala. or any other 
State. 

7. The laod required for the canals and works in connectioo with them 
shall be made over by the Government of ea.ch State traversed according to 
its own usage., all payments of compensation being made by the British 
Government in accordance with the regulations in force in the several StateR., 
and the amount being dealt with as a part of the general expenditure on the 
canal works. 

8. Compensation will be paid for any building or house injured by the 
works. 

9. The entire cost of the main canal, inclusive of original snrveys and 
the preparation of the project, shall be borne by the British Government and 
Native States concerned iu proportion to the water-supply P.llotted to each; 
but the whole cost of the Puttiala branches shall be borne entirely by the 
States concerned in similar proportion. 

N.B.-Puttiala paid the expense of the preliminary surveys and project 
incurred in 1862. This will be added to the general cost of the whole project 
and he shared by aU the parties concerned. 

10. Each. State will defray the entire expenditure on it.a own rajbuhas, 
which will be designed (unless otherwise mutually agreed upon) as far as 
po,~ihle so as to provide separately for the lands of the several Statea., and 
will be specially assigned to the States by the B1·itish Government .which will 
determine all doubtful points relating to this assignment. 

I J. The States interested in the Puttiala branches concerned shall supply 
annually, to meet the cost of construction while the works are in progress, a 
proportion of the estimated aunual outlay on the main canal equal to the 
share of the entire water-supply alJotted to those branches, &B well as the 
whole of the funds required for those branches in shares proportioned to the 
quantity of water allotted to each. 

12. On the completion of the works an account will be drawn out by 
the British Government of the actual expenditure on those portions of the 
project of which the cost is to be defrayed proportionally by the several 
Governments, and a final statement will be prepared of the exact sum due 
from the several States concerned, when each State will pay or receive 
back any difference bet\Veen its ~tual payments year by year aud it& ultimate 
share of the cost. 

k 

Digitized by Google 



89 Punjab-Cis-Sutlej Statea-Palia~ -No. XXIX. 

13. The above account of total cost will include the charges for the 
original surveys and proper charges for establishments, &o., whether incurred 
by the British or any of the other Governments concerned; and credit will he 
given to every State for payments made by it dil'ectly. 

14. Copies of such parts of the British accounts of the expenditure on 
construction will be furnished periodically to the Governments of the &everal 
States coucerued, so far as may be desired by them. · 

15. The several St.ates concerned shall pay to the British Government 
an annual snm as seigniorage on the Sutlej water supp lied to the Puttiala 
branches in shares proportioned. to the quantity of water allotted to each. · 

16. The seigniorage to be paid by the States interested in the Puttiala 
branches iu consideration of the water supplied to them by the British Govern .. 
ment will be at a rate not exceeding four annas per acre. 

17. The sum to be paid annually will be calculated on the area actually 
irrigated during the year by the British branches of the canal, and in propor-­
t.ion to the relative volumes of water passing at the time down the British 
and Puttiala branches respectively, that is to say, if, with 2,000 cubic feet per 
second passing down the British branches, 20u,000 acres have been irrigated, 
and 1,000 cubic feet per second have been at the same time discharged in the 
Puttiala branches, the seigniorage to be paid would be 100,000 acres at four 
annas, equal to Rupees 25,000. 

N.B.-The area irrigated will be the actual area, i.d., an acre of double 
crop land will not be reckoned as two acres. 

l 8. No seigniorage will be demanded so Ion~ as the British canals yield 
no profit, and as long as the profits from the British branches shall be so smtlll 
as would render the seigniorage rate of four annas per acre unduly high, such 
seigniorage shall be proportionately reduced to oue, two, or three annas per 
acre at the discretion of the British Government. 

'l.1he British Accounts Department will determiue when the canals yield 
profit. 

19. The first payment of seigniorage will be demanded on the eleventh 
year after the admiBBion of watier inro the Puttiala branches. 

20. In cases of any falling off in the annual supply of wa1-r entering the 
main canal channel, the British Government and the other States will share 
the actual supply according to the original proportion fixed, and the other 
States shall have no claim for compensation from the British Government on 
account of any such reduction of the supply. 

2 J. The gauge registiers at the regulating head of the British and 
Pottiala branches shall be held to give authoritative data for calculating the 
quantity of water supplied. 

22. No State will have any claim against the British Government on 
account of water escaping.unused from the branches, because it is uot required 
or used in their territories. Should the Briti11h Government realize any income 
from the surplus (unused) water of the Puttiala branches, the States concerned 
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shall be entitled to claim a remission of seigniorage in proportion to the in• 
eome ao derived. 

IS. The several States shall pay the same share of the annual charges for 
maintenance of the main canal as they pay of the first cost of that portion 
of the works. _ 

14. The original conatruction of the Puttiala branches., with their oolla­
teral works, including rajbubas., shall be carried out exclusively by the British 
Government under it.a own offioers, u in the case of the main canal and the 
British branches. 

26. Subseqnent to the admission of wat.er, the management of the main 
channels of the Puttiala branches and their connected works shall rest entirely 
in the hands of the Brituh Government, but all expenses of maintenance of 
these channels shall be defrayed by the several States in shares proportioned to 
lhe quantities of water allotted to each. 

16. The man~gement and distribution of wat.er from rajbuhas and all 
other arrangement.a connected therewith shall be under the control of, and the 
whole of the coats of maintenance and management of the rajbuhas shall be 
defrayed by, the States to which they respectively belong. 

27. The details of soperintendence, powers of local officers, and other 
matters connected with the management, shall be settled by the Punjab Gov­
ernment with the States concerned., subject to the confirmation of the Supreme 
Government. 

18. Offenders again,t Canal Regulations in villages irrigat.ed from the 
Puttiala or British branche1, or bordering on Puttiala or British branches 
■ball be made over by the Canal Officers for infliction of penalties to the ofli­
cen oft.he Government in whose territory those villages al'ft situated, a right 
of reference to the Punjab Government being allowed in case of any dispute 
or di!erence of opinion. 

29. Each State shall be bound to give a right of passage through its 
lands for any water channel, large or &!Dall, when required by any other of the 
States concerned, the only compenaation claimable from the State to which 
such water-oourse belongs being the value of the land occupied and the pro­
perty thereon. 'J'he supervision of rajbuhM and other minor channels tbua 
made ,hall remain with the Government to which they belong, as in the case 
of other similar work• within its own territories. 

30. In cue of dispute between any two States as t.o the amount of oom­
penation to be paid on aocount of land taken up, or any other matter under 
this agreement, the amount of compensation or dispu~e shall be determined by 
an officer appointed by the British Government. 

SI. The tolls levied on boats, rafts, etc., navigating the oanals shall be 
the same on all the channels, whether those channels belong to the British or 
any other State. 

32. No transit duties on goods passing alon~ the canals shall be levied 
by any of the Government. concerned. This will not prevent the levy of ous-
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tomary duties on· goods or merchandize landed from boats~ etc., plying on 
the canals for consumption in towns, etc. 

es. The amount of toll levied \)O through traffic shall be shared betw8f>n 
the British Government and the Statea concerned, in proportion to the distance· 
traversed on the channels belonging respectivt!ly to each. 

34. A share of the navigation tolls of the main cana1 shall be allot.ted 
to the Stat.es concerned in proportion to their share of the entire water-supply: 

35. In nil other <'ases the tolls shall Lelong to the State in exclusive pos­
session of the channels traversed. 

86. The navigation toll$ to be credit.ad to the States concerned in the 
Puttiala branches thus consist of three portions :-

1,t.-Share of tolls on the main canal. 
.2,ul.-Share of "through" traffic tolls between the British and Pultiala 

branches. 
Brd.-All tolls on boats, eto • ., navigating the Puttiala branches exclusively.· 

The amount will he shared by the States concerned in proportion to the shares 
of the fi1·st costs of the channels defrayed by each respectively. 

87. A share of tht- value of miscellaneous produce such as wood, grass, 
etc., on the main canal shall be credited to the Puttiala branches in proportion 
to the share of the water-supply allotted to them. 

38. The above sliare of produce on the main canal with the whole of the' 
value of similar produce on the Puttiala branches (11ot including rajbuhas) will 
be shared by the States concerned, in proportion to their shares in the first 
cost. 

89. Each State will supply annually, as required, the whole of the funds 
for mnint.enance of the work, etc., appertaining to its own territory, as well as 
a t::hare of the estimated cost of maintenance of the branches, plu, the portion 
of the maintenance expenses of the main canal referred to in paragraph 23: 
these lost in shares proportioned to their shares in the first cost. 

40. The British Government reservM to itself the right of extending or 
altering the canal at any future time in any way it pleases, on the under­
standing that the share of the water fint assigned to the Puttiala branches, 
and the other rights of the States concerned under this agreement shall not 
lie interfered with or diminished without their consent being first obtained. 
And the expenses of such extension or alteration will be distributed in propor­
tion to the advnntagee expected to accrue from suoh action to any o[ the 
parties concerned under this agreement. 

41. So long as the original construction of the Puttiala branches shall· 
be in progress, it shall be the duty of the officers in charge to pay due att.en .. 
tion to any representations of the Chiefs of the States· concerned or their 
officers, and to carry ont their wishes as far as may be practicable or advisable; 

42. In considerntion of the advantages given bv the canal from the Sut.;. 
lej, the Puttiala State will a11ow the British Government, if it desires to do so, 
to take n small water-course from the Guggur to supply the cantonment a.nJ · 
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town of Umballa, the water•course to carry about 20 cubic feet per second. 
A proportion of the charge for seigniorage on the Sutlej water shall be remitted 
to compensate for the grant of the Guggur water if this water-course be made ; 
no other claim to lie against the British Government in connection with the 
construction of the water-course. 

43. In case of any di.Jterence of opinion arising between any officers of 
the States concerned and the British Canal Officers on any matter relatinO' 
to the management of the canal, it shall be referred to the Lieutenant­
Governor of the Punjab, whose decision shall be final. lf any difference of 
opinion sh.ti arise between any of the States concerned and the Lieutenant­
Governor of the Punjab, as to the construction of this agreement, a reference 
may be ma.de to the Governor-General in Council, whose decision shall be 
final. 

44. It shall at any time 1:e competent for the British Government to 
resume the entire management of the canal works or irrigation in the terri­
tories of any of the States concerned, if it shall eonei,ler that that State has 
not properly fulfilled the obligations which attach to the discharge of tho 
duties which will devolve on it under the arrangement detailed above. 

45. TheRe obligations may be summed up as follows :-

1,t.-Complete regularity in the payment of the salaries of all persons 
employed on the canals and in the provision of .the fllnds nece!,lsary for carry­
ing out the works which will be needed for the proper maintenance of the 
canals. 

1£ from any want of proper attention on the part of any of the States 
concerned, the British Government is at any time forced to advance money for 
the due performance of works or payments of salaries, etc., which will properly 
fall oo that State under these arrangements, then the British Government 
must be understood to have the ri~ht to take complete charge of the whole 
a<lministra.tion of the canal, channels, and irrigation pertaining to that State, 
and to retain them under its own officers unti] the evil complained of be cor­
rected and matters be pfoced on a sound footing. But in such case, out of 
the. income from the canal after deducting expenses, any surplus which may 
accrue shall be made over to that State concerned in wb0&e territory such ad­
ministration may have been assumed. 

2nd.-Complete impartiality in the distribution of the water among the 
villages along the canals, so that the British villages and thotie of otht:r Na­
t;ve States shall, if required, abare the water equally '17ith the vil1ages of the 
States concerned ; also an equal administration of justice to all persons over 
whom the officers of the States concerned may exeroise jurisdiction, so that 
the eubjt!cts of the British Government or of any Native State shall be dealt 
with according to the same principles of law as are respected by the officers of 
the British Government. 

Brd.-Ready and friendly compliances on !he part of the Governments of 
the States concerned with those requests of the Punjab Government and its 
superior officers, who have chief charge of the Irrigation Department in the 
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Punjab, whioh shall be declared by them to be euential for the proper main­
tenaoce aud satisfactory working of the canals as a whole. 

The Governor-General in Council will at all times be ready to receive any 
representation from the Government of any of the States concerned, if that 
Government considers that the spirit of the present proposals are from any 
cause not fully acted up to by the officers of the Punjab Government ou whom 
the immediate duty of carrying them out will devolve. 

Executed at Umballa this eighteenth day of February 1873. 

E] 
(Sd.) Goas OusstBY, 

Co111•ilnoner, U•balla Dicuio•. 

(Sd.) N OBTHBROOJt. 

Ratified by His Esce11ency the Viceroy and Governor-General of Iowa 1.t 
Calcutta on the tweuty-sixth day of March 1873. 

(Sd.) C. u. AITCHISON., 

Secretar, ,a tA, Gor,er,.m,nl of ltUJio, 
Poreig• Deparlwu.t. 

Similar engagements were entered into by the Chief■ of Jheend and 
Nabha. 

No. XXX. 

POSTAL CONVENTION for the EXCHANGE of CORB.ESPONDENCII, 

PARCELS, INSUBBD and VA.LUB-PAY.A.BLE ARTICLES, MONBY 

oRDBRS and INDIA PosTAL ?,T0TBS, between the IMPERIAL 

POST O:rPICB OP BRITISH INDIA and the POST OPFICES in 
the TERRITORIES of H1a IIIGHNEBS the MAHARAJ A of PA• 

TIALA.-1884. 
A&TIOLB I. 

There shall be a mutual exchange of correspondenee, parcels, money 
orders and India polR&I notes between the Imperial Post Office of British In­
dia, hereinafter termed the " Imperial Poat," and the Post Offices in the 
territories of His HighneBB the Maharaja of Patiala, hereinafter termed the 
"Patiala State Pott.'' Thia exchange, which shall also include regiatered., 
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