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The Governments of the Romanian People's Republic, the People's Republic
of Bulgaria, the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics,

Having a common interest in the rational utilization and expansion of the
stocks of fish in the river Danube,

Recognising the need for co-operation in w.orking out a scientific basis for
intensive augmentation of the stocks of fish and the regulation of fishing,

Have decided to conclude this Convention and have for this purpose appoint
ed as their plenipotentiaries:

The Government of the Romanian People's Republic: Constantin Teodoru,
Deputy Minister of the Consumer Goods Industry;

The Government of the People's Republic of Bulgaria: Lalyu Ganchev,
First Deputy Minister of the Food Industry;

The Government of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia: Nikola
Dfuverovic, member of the Executive Council of the People's Republic of Serbia;

The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: Aleksandr
Akimovich Ishkov, Minister of the USSR;

who, having exchanged their full powers, found in good and due form, have
agreed as follows:

Article 1

The Contracting Parties agree to regulate fishing m the waters of the Danube
throughout its course within the territory of the Contracting Parties to the point
of entry Into the Black Sea, including the-Danube Delta, in accordance with the
provisions of this Convention.

Artick 2

Each Contracting Party shall exercise the right of fishing in the Danube
in its own waters bounded by the State frontier.

Article J

This Convention shall apply to the waters of the Danube, including its
mouth, to tributaries of the Danube up to the maximum extent of its flood
waters, and to lakes, estuaries and pools permanently or temporarily connected
with the Danube, in the Danube flood-basin in the territory of the Contracting
Parties, including the area adjoining the mouth.

Article 4

The Contracting Parties agree to put into effect and apply on their own
sections of the Danube and on the waters referred to in article 3, simultaneously
with the entry into force of this Convention, the Regulations for Fishing in the
P'i"ee Darrube which ace annexed to nnd foem an integeal part of tlli;,..Cvl1~ClllivlJ.

Article 5

The Contracting Parties agree to carry out in the river Danube and in the
waters referred to in article 3 improvement works and piscicultural operations
to ameliorate the natural conditions for the breeding, growth and normal increase
in stocks of fish of economic importance.

In the event of the erection on the Danube of water engineering works.
In particular dams, which may change the hydrological and hydro biological
regime of the river, those Contracting Parties which construct and use the said
works shall prepare in advance and apply jointly a plan of action to safeguard



the normal migratory movements of fish.
The Contracting Parties shall at the same time carry out such piscicultural

operations as will safeguard the normal breeding and development of economically
valuable species of fish, in the sections of the river situated above and below the
said works, under the new environmental conditions created by the erection
of those works.

The question of payment ot the costs ot construction and use ot piscicultural
and water improvement works on the Danube shall be resolved in each individual
case by agreement between the States concerned.

Artuh 6

In order to increase the stocks of economically valuable species of fish in the
waters referred to in this Convention, stations for the artificial breeding of such
l;.p.f>cies. of fish. in par-ticular the acip~urjda~, shall be established as necessary.

Article 7

The Contracting Parties shall work out and apply measures to prevent the
contamination and pollution of the river Danube and of the waters referred to in
article 3 by unclarified sewage and other waste from industrial and municipal
undertakings which are harmful to fish and other aquatic organisms, and measures
to regulate blasting operations.

Article 8

In the interests of rational fishing and in order to ensure the normal breeding
and conservation of economically valuable species of fish, the Contracting Parties
shall communicate to one another, in good time. information on the catches and
migratory movements of fish in all waters to which this Convention applies.

Article 9

In order to strengthen scientific and technical collaboration in matters of
fishery economy, fish breeding and hydrobiology in the Danube basin, the
Contracting Parties shall co-operate with one another under the appropriate
scientific and technical agreements.

Artiel, 10

For purposes of scientific research the Contracting Parties may conduct
joint experimental fishing operations in the Danube waters of any of the States
Parties to this Convention, on the basis of recommendations by the Mixed
Commission and by agreement between the countries concerned in each particular
case.

Article 11

With a view to working out and co-ordinating measures for the application
of this Convention, a Mixed Commission shall be established. Each Contracting
Party shall appoint two representatives to the said Commission within three
months :after the entry i.nto fort:e of thi.s: Convention. The Covernmentll of the

Contracting Parties shall communicate to one another through the diplomatic
channel the names of their representatives on the Commission.

The Mixed Commission shall meet at least once a year in the territory
of each of the Contr:;r,t:ting P:artiec in turn.

The Mixed Commission shall function under a statute which shall be
drafted by the Commission at its first meeting after the entry into force of this



Convention and approved by the Governments of the Contracting Parties.
The place and date of meeting of the Mixed Commission shall be fixed

by the Commission in advance.

Article J2

It shall be the duty of the Mixed Commission:

(1) To work out agreed measures, arising out of this Convention, .for the
regulation of nshing and the augmentation of the stocks of fish In the river
Danube;

(2) To present proposals to the Contracting Parties with a view to amending
or supplementing the Regulations for Fishing in the River Danube and to take
decisions on questions which it is authorized under the said Fishing Regulations
to resolve :

(3) To organize the exchange of information among the Contracting Parties
concern'r-g the implementation of this Convention;

(4, .'0 co-ordinate the planning of scientific research projects on the study
uf fi~hiJig in the Danube LU 1.)1: conducted joilllly or severally by the competent
agencies' of the Contracting Parties:

(5) To determine the nature and scope of the statistical and other data
which each Contracting Party shall furnish to the Mixed Commission for the
purpose of implementmg this Convention;

(6\ LO deal wi.th. %\l.ch othCT m-atten. 2"." the Contra~\\ng 'Puti.c." ma)' refer
to it.

Article /3

The Mixed Commission may make recommendations to the Contracting
Parties on the matters within its competence.

The: recommendenoua of the: Mixed Commissiun and Its decisions on the
matters mentioned in article 12 above shall be deemed adopted by the Commission
if they receive the favourable votes of the representatives of all the countries
members thereof.

Article 14

In order that the measures to regulate fishing and operations for breeding
llnrl ;n('rf'll~ing thf' stoelcg. of f't'onnmir'.lllly vllll1llhll': ~pl':r'ipo;:. (If fish rrnlY hI" pytpnrl..d

to other parts of the Danube, this Corwenuon shall be open for accession by
other Danubian States.

A,..,iclc /5

This Convention shall not impede the conclusion of bilateral agreements
on matters relating to fishing in the Danube between any two Contracting
Parties or between a Contracting Party and any other Danubian State, provided
that such agreements do not conflict with the interests of the conservation of
stocks of fish or with the Fishing Regulations laid down by this Convention.

Article /6

This Convention shall be ratified and shall enter into force on the date of
deposit of the last instrument of ratification with the Government of the Romanian
People's Republic, in whose archives the original of the Convention shall be
kept.

The Government of the Romanian People's Republic shall notify the Govern
ments of all the Contracting Parties of the date of deposit of the last instrument
of ratification.



Articl« J7

This Convention is concluded for a term of five years.
For those Contracting Parties which do not give notice ot termination of

this Convention to the Government of the Romanian People's Republic not later
than six months before the expiry of this term, it shan remain in force for a
further period of five yean.

Article 18

The Government of the Romanian People's Republic shall take the necessary
action to regi3ter thio Convention with the Secretariat of the United Nation s

Certified true copies of this Convention shat! be transmitted by the
Government of the Romanian People's Republic to all the other Parties to the
Convention.

DONE at Bucharest, on 29 January 1958, in one copy In the Romanian,
Bulgarian, Serbo-Croat and Russian languages, all texts being tc', ·Ily authentic.

ANNEX

REGULATIONS FOR FISHING IN THE RIVER DANUBE AND IN THE WATERS
REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 3 OF THE CONVENTION

PART 1

PROHJllrTED PI..lC".. .lNn TIMl'~ FOR "1~HINr.

Article J

Fishing in the waters of the river Danube shall be prohibited each year for a period
of thirty days between 15 April and IS June, according to hydrometeorologica1 condi
tions.

In 1958 the close period shall be from IS April to 15 May. Thereafter the dates
of the close period shall be determined by the Mixed Commission.

The Contracting Parties may by common agreement stagger the close period by
sectors of the Danube, provided that such period Is of thlrry days' duration aud falls
between 15 April and 15 June.

The close period for the taking of adpenseridae and herring shall be as prescribed
in article 2 below.

Article 2

For the aripmseridtU the close period, eector by sector, shall be aa follows :

- I n the secror from the Blllck Sell to the mouth of the Prut: IS Much to IS April;

- In the sector from the mouth of the Prut to the mouth of the Timok: 15 April
to 15 May;

- In the sector from the mouth of the Timok up to Kladovo : IS May to 15 June.

Fo.!' the t.abng of D,mube herring the close period, sector by sector, .h"U be "e
follows:

- In the sector from the Black Sea to Ceatalullsmail: five consecutive days in the
period between 15 March and I May;

- In the sector from Ceatalul Ismail to Vadul Oii: twenty consecutive days in the
period between I April and IS May;

- In the sector from VadulOii to the mouth of the Timok : thirty consecutive days
in the period between 15 April and I July,

The date of each close period shall be recommended by the Fishery Research Institute
of the Romanian People's Republic and shall be communicated to the Parties not later
than ten days before the start of the close period.



Artide 3

In mJc£ tu eafeguard the pass<lgc of Danube It", r illg and udpl:lI-<t:ridae in l>rccJillg

condition into the Danube and the escape of the young of these species to the sea, fishing
shall be prohibited throughout the year in the waters adjoining the mouth, in corridors
extending laterally one kilometre on either side of the axis of each branch of the river
and a di ..t,,,,('e' of five Ir.ilornetreq out to ae::>.

During the period I June to 31 July the mrndors referred to in the first paragraph
of this article shall be extended laterally one additional kilometre on either side, so that
each corridor covers a zone with a total width of (our kilometres.

Article 4

The taking of Black Sea salmon (salmo trutta [ahrax) and Danube salmon (salrnQ
hudw) in the Danube shall be prohibited throughout the year.

Th.. t~lr;ng (Of th.... ~i.-l ..,,!,,..,(In m~y hI" r ..n,.,inen ..or.. ly for rlrrro...... of ri ..,..icllhllrr

and scientific research.

PART II

P~()"tB.I'ttD TACKLE "'NO METRODS OF FiSH.ING

Article 5

The following shall be prohibited throughout the year ;

(I) Fishing with anchovy, sardine and herring seines in the system of the Danube
and in the waters adjoining tbe mouth (or a distance of ten kilometres out to sea, over
a zone extending laterally two kilometres on either side of the axis of each branch of the
river;

(2) Fishing with drag-nets or trawls in the waters adjoining the mouth of the
Danube;

(3) The WiC of <;,\.vlUl>i.~c::. vviauLlvull ~Ull uaecotic "ub"t4111X:> and of fin~""'llb (0 .. the
purpose of fishing in the river Danube, in any waters connected therewith (channels,
lakes, estuaries or pools) and in the waters adjoining the mouth;

(4) Fishing for mpemeridtU with tlluvM nets;

(5) Fishing with fish-traps and bag-nets in the waters of the Danube shall henceforth
be regulated by the Mixed Commission. which shall set a quota on such devices for each
State Party to this Convention;

(6) Fishing with sardine nets in lakesand estuaries bet .....een I March and 31 October.

Article 6

The setting of fish barriers in canals and branches connecting the Danube w ith lakes
in the sector between the mouth of the Danube and Kladovo shall be permitted only
after the end of the spring run of fish, from 10 May to 31 October. The interval between
the stakes of the barriers shall not be less than three centimetres.

A,£if..le 7

It shall be unlawful to fish with fixed or mobile tackle which takes up more than two
thirds of the width of the Danube, its channels or branches, or to cast seines from opposite
points on both banks at once.

PAIt't 1tl

SIZE OF" MESH Of FISHING-NETS

Article 8

It shall be unlawful to use fishing-nets with a mesh of less than the (allowing size



140
80
15
jj

25
30
20
16
9
8

(in millimetres] :

(I) Purse of fine-meshed seines and trawls 28
ll) t'urse of herring-seines and trawls. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 26
(~~~~~........ . ~

(4) Nets for catching pike-perch, bream and carp. . . . . . 40
Nets for catching Danube herring. . 28

Trammel nets may be used provided that the size of the coarse mesh is not less than
50 mlllimetres. or for Danube herring-fishing, not less than 28 millimetres.

PART IV

SIZE Of FISH, CMYflSH AND MOLLUSCS

Article 9

It shall be unlawful to take, receive, sell, process or pre6et'Ve fish of less than the
following industrial size (in centimetres) in fresh condition:

Beluga (huso huso) .
Russian sturgeon (aeipenser giddenstaedti) .
Sevryuga (acipenser stellatus) .
Sterlet (acipenser ruthenus) .
Carp (cypritws tl21'pio) .
Pike-perch (lucioperca smulra)
Bream (abramis brama) .
Herring (c;cupialos4 !x:mt~a) .
Crayfish (astacus leptodactylus) .
Mussel (untO pictorum) . .

Measurements to determine the industrial size of fish must be made from the tip
of the snout to the base of the taiL fin,

The taking of fish under the prescribed industrial size shall be permissible in a
proportion not exceeding 10 per cent by nwnbcr of the total catch,

The taking of aapenser nudicentris shall be prohibited for five years from the date
of entry into force of the Convention.

PART V

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article /0

The acclimatization and breeding of new species of fish and other animals and of
aquatic plants in the waters of the Danube to which the Convention applies may not be
carried ouL.ou.n<.-wlJh ~~ eOnlK'flt of the Mixed Conuniooion.

Artie1e 11

'The penalties for violation of these Regulations shall be prescribed by the legislation
of the Contracting Parties,

Article 12

The Mixed Commi....ion "hall h"'''B the tight to Ii" the d:ue~ of c1".... p"Ti"cI s fnr
fishing, to determine the boundaries of the sectors covered by the staggered close period
for fishing provided for in articles I and 2" of these Regulations, and to revise and adopt
decisions under articles 3, 5. 6 and 8 of these Regulations.

With the consent of the Governments of the Contracting Parties, the Mixed Com
mission may amend and supplement article 9 of these Regulations (on the basis of article
12, paragraph (2), of the Convention concerning fishing in the waters of the Danube).

Article I J

The use of fishing devices harmful to the stocks of fish shall gradually be discontinued;
'Steps to this end shall be taken as soon as possible. Consequently, beginning in 1958,



there shall be no increase in the number of such devices.
The introduction of all new fishing devices and methods (use of electric current, etc.)

shall be subject to the COlldi~ion that they have no adverse effect on the etccks of fieh.

Article 14

With a view to the uniform interpretation of the provisions of the Convention and
the Fishing Regulations, It is understood that the term e rybolov!tvo l rn me Russian text,
the term e ribarstoo 0 in the Bulgarian and Serbo-Croat texts and the term «pescuit l in
the Romanian text are identical in meaning.

These Regulations for fishing in the river Danube shall constitute an annex to and
an integral part of the Convention concerning fishing in the waters of the Danube.


